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RIFLE AND INFANTRY TACTICS.

TITLE

FOURTH.

SCHOOL OF T H E BATTALION.
Formation of the Battalion.
1. Every colonel "will labor to habituate his battalion to form line of battle, by night as well as by
day, with the greatest possible promptitude.
2. The color company will generally be designated
as the directing company. That, as soon as formed
will be placed on the direction the colonel may hav€
determined for the line of battle. The other companies will form on it, to the right and left, on the principles of successive formations which will be hereir
prescribed.
3. The color-bearer may have received the coloi
from the hands of the colonel; but if there be daylight, apd time, the color will be produced with due
solemnity
Composition and march of the color escort.
4. When the battalion turns out under arms and
the color is wanted, a company other than that oJ
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the color, will be put in march to receive and escort
it.
5. The march will be in the following order, in
quick time, and without music ; the field music, fol
lowed by the band; the escort in column by platoon,right in front, with arms on the right shoulder, and
the color-bearer between the platoons.
6. Arrived in front of the tent or quarters of the
colonel, the esco'rt will form line, the field music and
band on the right, and arms will be brought to a
shoulder.
7. The moment the escort is in line, the color-bearer, preceded by the first lieutenant, and followed by
a sergeant of the escort, will go to receive the color.
8. When the color-bearer shall come out, followed
by the lieutenant and sergeant, he will halt before the
entrance ; the escort will present arms, and the field
music will sound to the color.
9. After some twenty seconds the captain will
cause the sound to cease, arms to be shouldered, and
then break by platoon into column ; the color-bearer
will place himself between the platoons, and the lieutenant and sergeant will resume their posts.
10. The escort will march IJack to the battalion to
the sound of music in quick time, and in the same
order as above, the guide on the right. The march
will be so conducted that when the escort arrives at
one hundred and fifty paces in front of the right of
the battalion, the direction of the march will be parall el to its front, and when the color arrives neary
opposite its place in line, the column will change di-
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rection to the left, and the right guide will direct
himself on the centre of the battalion.
Honors paid to the color.
11. Arrived at the distance of twenty paces from
the battalion, the escort will halt, and the music
cease ; the colonel will place himself six paces before
the centre of the battalion, the color-bearer will approach the colonel, by the front, in quick time ; when
at the distance often paces, he will halt: the colonel
will cause arms to be presented and to the color to be
sounded, which being executed, the color-bearer will
take his place in the front rank of the color-guard,
and the battalion, by command, shoulder arms.
12. The escort, field music, and band, will return
in quick time to their several places in line of battle,
marching by the rear of the battalion.
13. The color will be escorted back to the colonel's
tent cr quarters in the above order.
General Rules and Division of the School of the
Battalion.
14. This school has for its object the instruction
of battalions singly, and thus to prepare them for
manoeuvres in line. The harmony so indispensable in
the movements of many battalions, can only be attained by the use of the same commands, the same
principles, and the same means of execution. Hence,
aU colonels and actual commanders of battalions will
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conform themselves, without addition or curtailment,
to what will herein be prescribed.
15. When a battalion instructed in this drill shall
manoeuvre in line, the colonel will regulate its movements, as prescribed in the third volume of the Tactics, for heavy infantry.
16. The school of the battalion will be divided into
five parts.
17. The first will comprehend opening and closing
ranks, and the execution of the different fires.
18. The second, the diflferent modes of passing from
the order iu battle, to the order in column.
19. The third, the march in column, and the other
movements incident thereto.
* •

20. The fourth, the different modes of passing from
the order in column to the order in battle.
21. The fifth will comprehend the march in line of
battle, m advance and in retreat; the passage of defiles in retreat ; the march by the flank ; the formation by file into line of battle; the change of front ;
the column doubled on the centre ; dispositions
against cavalry; the rally, and rules for manoeuvring
by the rear rank.
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PART FIRST.
Opening and closing ranks and the execution of the
different flres.
ARTICLE

FIRST.

To open and to close ranks.
22. The colonel, wishing the ranks to be opened
will command :
1. Prepare to open ranks.
23. At this command, the lieutenant colonel
major will place themselves on the right of the
talion, the first on the flank of the file closers,
the second four paces from the front rank of the
talion.
24. These dispositions being made, the colonel
command :

ane
bat
am
bat
wil

2. To the rear, open order. 3. MARCH.
25. At the second Command, the covering ser
geants, and the sergeant on the left of the battalion
will place themselves four paces in rear of the fron
rank, and opposite their places in line of battle, ii
order to mark the new alignment of the rear rank
they will be aligned by the major on the left sergean
of the battalion, who will be careful to place himsel
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exactly four paces in rear of the front rank, and to
hold his piece between the eyes, erect and inverted,
the better to indicate to the major the direction to be
given to the covering sergeants.
26. At the command march, the rear rank and the
file closers will step to the rear without counting
steps; the men will pass a little in rear of the line
traced for this rank, halt, and dress forward on the
covering sergeants, who will align correctly the men
of their respective companies.
27. The file closers will fall back and preserve the
distance of two paces from the rear rank, glancing
eyes to the right the lieutenant colonel will, from
the right, align them on the file closer of the left,
who, having placed himself accurately two paces from
the rear rank, will invert his piece and hold it up
erect between his eyes, the better to be seen by the
lieutenant colonel.
28. The colonel, seeing, the ranks aligned, will command :
4.

FRONT.

At this command, the lieutenant colonel, major,
and the left sergeant, will retake their places in line
of battle.
29. The colonel will cause the ranks to be closed
by the commands prescribed for the instructor in the
school of the company. No. 28.
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ARTICLE
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SECOND.

Manual of

Arms.

30. T h e ranks being closed, t h e colonel will cause
t h e following times and pauses to be e x e c u t e d :
Present arms.

Shoulder

arms.

Order arms.

Shoulder

arms.

Support arms.

Shoulder

arms.

Fix bayonet.

Shoulder

arms.

Charge bayonet.

Shoulder

arms.

Unfix bayonet.

Shoulder

arms.

ARTICLE

Loading

THIRD.

at will, and the

Firings.

31. T h e colonel will n e x t cause to be executed,
loading at will, by the commands prescribed in the
school of the company No. 4.'> ; the ofiicers and sergeants in the ranks will half face to the right with
t h e men at the eighth time of loading, and will face
to the front when the men n e x t to t h e m come to a
shoulder
32. T h e colonel will cause to be executed the fire
by company, the fire by wing, the fire by battalion,
t h e fire by file, and the fire by rank, by the commands
to be herein indicated.
33. T h e firB by company and the fire by file will
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always be direct; the fire by battalion, the fire by
wing, and the fire by rank, may be either direct or
oblique.
34. When the fire ought to be oblique, the colonel
will give, at every round, the caution right (or left)
oblique, between the commands ready and aim.
35. The fire by company will be executed alternately by the right and left companies of each division, as if the division were alone. The right company will fire first; the captain of the left will not
give his first command till he shall see one or two pieces at a ready in the right company; the captain of the
latter, after the first discharge, will observe the same
rule in respect to the left company; and the fire will
thus be continued alternately.
36. The colonel will observe the same rule in the
firing by wing.
37. The fire by file will commence in all the companies at once, and will be executed as has been prescribed in the school of the company No. 55 and following. The fire by rank will be executed by each
rank alternately, as has been prescribed in the
school of the company No. 58 and following.
38. The color-guard will not fire, but reserve itself
for the defence of the color.
The fire by company.
39. The colonel wishing the fire by company to be
executed, will command :
1. Fire by company.

2. Commence firing.
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40. At the first command, the captains and covering sergeants will take the positions indicated in the
school of the company No. 49.
41. The color and its guard will step back at the
same time, so as to bring the front rank of the guard
in a line with the rear rank of the battalion. This
rule is general for all the different flrings.
42. At the second command, the odd numbered
companies will commence to fire ; their captains will
each give the commands prescribed in the school of
the company No. 50, observing to precede the command company by that of flrst, third, fifth, or seventh,
according to the number of each.
43. The captains of the even numbered companies will give, in their turn, the same commands,
observing to precede them by the number of their
respective companies.
44. In order that the odd numbered companies may
not all fire at once, their captains will observe, but
only for the first discharge, to give the command fire
one after another; thus, the captain of the third
company will not give the command fire until he has
heard the fire of the first company ; the captain of
the fifth will observe the same rule with respect to
the third, and the captain of the seventh the same
rule with respect to the fifth.
45. The colonel will cause the fire to cease by the
sound to cease firing ; at this sound, the men will
execute what is prescribed in the school of the company No. 63 ; at the sound, for officers to take their
places after firing, the captains, covering sergeants,
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and color-guard, will promptly resume their places in
line of battle : this rule is general for all the firings.
The fire by wing.
46. When the colonel shall wish this fire to be executed, he will command :
1. Fire by wing.
4. A I M .

2. Right wing.
5. F I R E .

3. READY.

6. L O A D .

47. The colonel wjll cause the wings to fire alternately, and he will recommence the fire by the commands, 1. Right wing ; 2. AIM ; 3. FlRE ; 4. LOAD.
1. Left wing; 2. AiM; 3. F I R E ; 4. LOAD ; in conforming to what is prescribed No. 35.
The fire by battalion.
48. The colonel will cause this fire to be executed
by the commands last prescribed, substituting for
the first two, 1. Fire by battalion; 2. Battalion.
The flre by file.
49. To cause this to be executed, the colonel will
command :
1. Fire by file. 2. Battalion.

3. READY.

4. Commence flring.
50. At the fourth command, the fire will commence
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on the right of each company, as prescribed in the
school of the company. No. 57. The colonel may, if
he thinks proper, cause the fire to commence on the
right of each platoon.
The fire by rank,
51. To cause this fire to be executed, the colonel
will command:
1. Fire by rank. 2. Battalion.
rank.

5. AIM.

3. READY.

6. F I R E .

4. Rear

7. L O A D .

52. This fire will be executed as has been explained in the school of the company No. 59, in following the progression prescribed for the two ranks
which should fire alternately.
To fire by the rear rank.
53. When the colonel shall wish the battalion to
fire to the rear, he will command:
1. Face by the rear rank.
3.

2. Battalion.

About—FACE.

54. At the first command, the captains, covering
sergeants, and file closers will execute what has
been prescribed in the school of the company No.
69; the color-bearer will pass into the rear rank, and
for this purpose, the corporal of his file will step beM«
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fore the corporal next on his right to let the colorbearer pass, and will then take his place in the front
rank; the lieutenant colonel, adjutant, major, sergeant major, and the music will place themselves before the front rank, and face to the rear, each opposite his place in the line of battle—the first two passing around the right, and the others around the left
of the battalion.
55. At the third command, the battalion will face
about; the captains and covering sergeants observing what is prescribed in the school of the company
No. 70.
56. The battalion facing thus by the rear rank, the
colonel will cause it to execute the different fires by
the same commands as if it were faced by the front
rank.
57. The right and left wings will retain the same
designations, although faced about; the companies
also will preserve their former designations, as first,
second, third, «fcc.
58. The fire by file will commence on the left of
each company, now become the right.
59. The fire by rank will commence by the front
rank, now become the rear rank. This rank will
preserve its denomination.
60. The captains, covering sergeants, and colorguard will, at the first command given by the colonel, take the places prescribed for them in the fires,
with the front rank leading.
61. The colonel, after firing to the rear, wishing to
face the battalion to its proper front, will command :

S C H O O L O F T H E B A T T A L I O N - P A R T [.

1. Face by the front rank.

2. Battalion.
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.3. About

F.-VCE.

62. At these commands, the battalion will return
to its proper front by the means prescribed Nos. 54
and 5.^.
63. The fire by file being that most used in war,
the colonel will give it the preference in the preparatoif exercises, in order that the battaliqn may be
brought to execute it with the greatest possible regularity.
64. When the colonel may wish to give some relaxation to the battalion, without breaking the ranks,
he will execute what has been prescribed in the
school of the company Nos. 37 and 38, or Nos. 39
and 40.
65. When the colonel shall wish to cause arms to
be stacked, he will bring the battalion to ordered
arms, and then command:
1. Stack—ARMS.

2. Break ranks.

3. MARCH.

66. The colonel wishing the men to return to the
ranks, will cause attention to be sounded, at which
the battalion will re-form behind the stacks of arms.
The sound being finished, the colonel, after causing
the stacks to be broken, will comm-aod :
Battalion.
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67 At this command, the men will fix their attention, and remain immovable.
PART SECOND.
Different modes of passing from the order in battle to
the order in colutiin.
ARTICLE F I R S T .

To.break to the right or left into column.

«

68. Lines of battle will habitually break into
column by company; they may also break by division
or by platoon.
69. It is here supposed that the colonel wishes to
break by company to the right; he will command :
1. By company, right wheel.

2. MARCH (or double

quick—MARCH;.

70. At the first command, each captain will place
himself rapidly before the centre of his company, and
caution it that it has to wheel to the right; each covering sergeant will replace his captain in the front
rank.
71. At the command march, each company will
break to the right, according to the principles prescribed in the schoi 1 of the company No. 173 ; each
captain will conform himself to what is prescribed
for the chiefs of platoon ; the left guide, as soon as
he can pass, will place himself on the left of the

m
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front rank to conduct the marching flank, and when
he shall have approached near to the perpendicular,
the captain will command: J. Such company. '2.
H-iLT.

72. At the second command, which will be given at
the instant the left <;uide shall be at the distance of
three paces from the perpendicular, the company
will halt; the guide will advance and place his left
arm lightly against the breast of the captain, who
will establish him on the alignment of the man who
has faced to the right; the covering sergeant will
place himself .correctly on the alignment on4he right
ofthatmiiu; which being executed,-the captain will
align his company by the left, command FRONT, and
pl;ie:» himself two paces before its centre.
73. The c;iptains having commanded FRONT, the
guides, although some of them may not be in the direction of the preceding guides, will%;and fast, in
order that the error of a company that has wheeled
too much or too little may not be propagated ; the
guides not in the direction will readily come into it
when the column is put in majch.
74. A battalion in line of -battle will break into
column by company to-the left, acco'rding to the sUme
principles, and by inverse means; the covering sergeant of each company will, conduct the marching
flank, and the left guide will place himself on the left of
the front rank at the moment the company halts.
75. When the battalion breaks by division, the indication division will be substituted in the commands
for that of company ; the clsief of each division ("the
^:enior captain) will conform himself to what is pre-
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scribed for the chief of company, and will place himself two paces before the centre of his divition; the
junior captain, if not already there, will place himself in the interval between the two companies in
the front rank, and be covered by the covering sergeant of the- left company in the rear rank.. The
right guide of the right company will be the right
guide, and the left guide of the left company, the left
guide of the division.
76. When the battalion shall break by platoon to
the right or to the left, each first lieutenant will pass
around fihe left of his company to place himself in
front of the second-platoon, and for this purpose each
covering sergeant, except the one of the right company, will step, for the moment, in rear of the right
file of his company.
77. When the battalion breaks by division to the
light, and thft-e is an odd company, the, captain of
this company, (the left), after wheeling into column,
will cause it to oblique to the left, halt it at company
distance from the preceding division,, place his left
guide.on the direction of the column, and then align
his company by the left. When the line breaks by
division to the left, the odd company will be in front;
its captain, having wheeled it into column, will cause
if to oblique to the right, halt it at division distance
from the division next in the rear, place his right
guide.on the direction of the other guides, and align
the company by the right.
78. The battalion being in column, the lieutenant
colonel and major will place themselves on the di
recting flank, the first abreast with the leading sub-
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division, and the other abreast with the last, and
both six paces from the flank. The. adjutant will be
near the lieutenant colonel, and the sergeant major
near the major.
79. The colonel will have no fixed place as the instructor of his battalion ; but in-columns composed of
many battalions, he wi^J place himself habitu&Uy on
the directing flank fifteen or twenty-paces from the
guides, and abreast with the centre of his battalion.
80. When the colonel shall wish to move the
column forward without halting it, he will caution
the battalion to that eflTect, and command:
1. By company right wheel.

2. MARCH (or double.

quick—MARCH;)

81. At the first command, the captains of the companies will execute.what -is prescribed for breaking
into column from a halt.
82. At the second command, they will remain in
front of their companies to superintend the movement ; the companies will vyheel to the right on fixed
pivots as indicated in the school of the company No.
185; the left guides will conform to what is prescribed
above ; when they shall arrive near the perpendicular, the colonel will command:
3. Forward.

4. MARCH.

5. Guide left.

S3. At the third command, each covering sergeant
will place himself by the right side of the man on
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the right of the front ra.n'i of .iii'.^((.v«.y9<Gy. .At the
fourth command, which will be giv«n at the iufctant
the wheel is completed, the companies will cease to
Wheel and march stra'ight forward. At the fifth, the
men will take the touch of elbows to the left. The
leading guide will march in the direction indicated to
him by the lieutenant colonel. The guides will immediately conform themselves to the principles of the
march in column, school of the company,-No. 200 and
following..
84. If the battalion.be marching in line of battle,
the cohmel will cause it.to wheel to the right or left,
by the same commands and saine means; but he
should previously caution the battalion that it is to
continue the march.
85. A battalion in line of battle will break into
column by company to the left, according to the same
principles,, and by inverse means ; the covering sergeant of each company will conduct the marching
iBank, and the left guides will place themselves on the
left of their respective companies at the command
forward.
86. When a battalion has to prolong itself in column
towards the right or left,_ or-has to direct its march
in column perpendicularly or diagonally in front, or
id rear of either flank. The colonel will cause it to
break by company to the right or left, as has just
been prescribed ; but when the line breaks to the
right, in order to march towards the left, or the reverse, the colonel will command: Break to the riahl
to march to the left, or break to the left to march to°the
right, before giving the command, hy company, riaht
(or left) wheel. As soon as the battalion is broken
the lieutenant colonel will place a marker abreast with

.rjj.
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the right guide of the leading company. The instant
the column is put in motion, this company will wheel
to the left (or right) march ten pacesNto the front
without changing the guide, and wheel again to the
left (or right;. The second wheel being completed,
the captain will immediately command guide left (or
right). The guide of this company win marcfl* in a
direction parallel to the guides of the column. The
lieutenant colonel will be careful to place a second
marker at the point Where the first company is to
change direction the second time.
A R T I C L E SECOND.

To break to the rear, by the right or left, into
column, and to advance or retire by the right or
left of companies.
87. When the colonel shall wish to cause the battalion to break to the rear, by the right, into column
by company, he will command: *

*
1. By the right of companies to the rear into column.
2. Battalion right—FACE.

3. MARCH (or double.

quick—MARCH.)

88. At the first command, each captain will place
himself before the centre of his company, and caution it to face to the right; the covering sergeants
will step into the front rank.

24
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89. At the second command, the battalion will face
to the. right; each captain will hasten to the right of
his company, and break two files to the rear ; the first
file will break the whole depth of the two ranks; the
second file less ; which being executed, the captain
will place himself 80 that bis breast may touch lightly the left arm of the front rank man of the last file
in the company next on the right of his own. The
captain of the right company will place himself as if
there were a compainy on his right, and will align
himself on the other captains. The covering sergeant
of each company will break to the rear with the right
files, and place himself before the front rank of the
first file, to conduct him.
90. At the'command march, the first file of each
company will wheel to the right; the covering serr
geant, placed before this file, will conduct it perpendicularly to the rear. The other files will come successively to wheel on the same spot. The captains
will stand fast, see their companies file past, and at
the instant the last file shall have wheeled, each captain will command :
1. Such company.

2. H A L T .

3 FRONT.

4.

Left-

DRESS.

91. At the instant the cojnpany faces to the front
its left guide will place himself so that his left arm'
may touch lightly the breast of his captain.
92. At the fourth command, the company will alien
itself on its left guide, the captain so directing it
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that the new alignment may be perpendicular to that
which the company had occupied in line of battle,
and, the better to judge this, he will step back two
paces from the flank.
93. The company being aligned, the captain, will
command: FRONT, and take his place before its
centre.
94. The battalion marching in line of battle, when
the colonel shall wish, to break into column by company, to the rear, by the right, he will command :
1. By the right of companies to the rear into column.
2. Battalion by the right fiank. 3. MARCH (or
double quick)—MARCH.
95. At the first command, each captain will step
briskly in front of the centre of his company, and
caution it to face by the right flank.
96. A.t the command march, the battalion will face
to the right; each captain will move rapidly to the
right of his company and cause it to bre/ik to the
right; the first file of each company will wheel to
the right, and the covering sergeant placed in front
of this file will conduct it perpendicularly to the rear;
the other files will wheel successively at the same
place as the first. The captains will see their com
panics file past them ; when the last files have wheeled, the colonel will command:
3. Battalion, by the left flank—MARCH.
4. Guide left.
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97. A t t h e command march, the companies will
face to the left, and m a r c h in column in the n e w direction. T h e captains will place themselves in front of
t h e centres of their respective compHnies. A t the
fourth command, the guides will conform to the principles of the m a r c h in column; the leading one will
move in the direction indicated to him by the lieut e n a n t colonel. T h e men will take the touch of elbows to the left.
98. T o break to t h e r e a r by the left, t h e colonel
will give the same commands as in the case of breaking to the r e a r by t h e right, substituting the indication left for t h a t of right.
99. T h e movement will be executed according to
t h e same principles. E a c h Ciptain will hasten to the
left of his.company, cause the first two files to break
to the r e a r , and then place his b r e a s t against the right
file of the company n e x t on the left of his own, i u t h e
m a n n e r prescribed above.
100. As soon as the t w o files break to the rear, the
left guide of each company will place himself before
the.front rank man of t h e headmost file, to conduct
him.
101 Tlie instant the companies face to t h e front,
the right guide of each will place himself so that.his
right arm may lightly touch the breast of his captain.
102. T h e battalion may be broken by division to the rear, by the right or left, in like mannei-; in this
Case, the indication elivisions will be substituted, iu
the first command, for t h a t of coiiipanies ; the chiefs
of division will conform themiselves to w h a t i.^ pres e n b e d for the chiefs of compaiiv. T h e junior captain m each division will place himself, when the di-
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vishm faces to a flank, by the side of the covering sergeant of the-left company, whO' steps into the front
rank.
103. If there be an odd number of companies, and
the battalion breaks by division" to the rear, whether
by the right or. left, the captain' of the left company
vvill conform to what is prescribed No. 77.
104. This manner of breaking into column being* at
once the most prompt and regular, will be preferred
on actual service, unless there be some particular
reason for breaking to the front.
105. If the battalion be in- line and at a halti
and the colonel should wish to advance or retire by
the right of companies, he will command:
1. By the right of companies to the front (or rear.')
2. Battalion, right—FACE. 3. MARCH (or double
quick—MARCH.)
4. Guide right, (left) or (centre.)
106. At the first command, each captain will move
rapidly two paces in front of the centre of his company, and caution it to face to the right; the covering sergeants will replace the captains in the front
rank.
107. At the second command, the battalion will
face to the right, and each captain moving quickly
to the right of his company will cause files to break
to the front, according to the principles indicated
No. 89.
108. At the command march, each captain placing
himself on the left of his leading guide will conduct
his company perpendicularly to the original line. At
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the fourth command, the guide of each company will
dress to the right, left or centre, according to the indication given, taking care to preserve accurately his
distance.
109. If the colonel should wish to move to the
ftoht, or rear, by the left of companies, the movement will be executed by the same means and the
same command, substituting Ze/J for right.
110. If the battalion be in march, and the colonel
shoiild wish to advance or retire by the right of companies, he will command:
l: By the right of companies to the front (or rear.)
2. Battalion, by the right flank. 3. MARCH (or
double quick—MARCH.) 4. Guide right, (left) or
(centre.)
111. Which will be executed according to the
principles and means prescribed Nos. 95 and following, and 106 and following. At the first command,
the color and general guides will take their places as
in column.
112. If the colonel should wish to advance or retire by the left of companies, the movement will be
executed by the same means and the same com.
mands, substituting left for right.
113. If the battalion be advancing by the right or
left of companies, and the colonel should wish to
form line to the front, he will command:
1. By companies into line.
quick—MARCH.)

2.. MARCH (or double
3. Guide centre.
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114. At the command march, briskly repeated by
the captains, each company will be formed into line,
as prescribed in the school of the company. No. 154.
115. At the third command, the color and general
guides will move rapidly to their places in' line,
as will be hereinafter prescribed No. 405.
116. If the battalion be retiring by the right or
left of companies, and the colonel should wish to
form line facing the enemy, he will first cause the
companies to face about while marching, and immediately form in line by the commands and means prescribed Nos. 113 and following.

ARTICLE

THIRD.

To ploy the battalion into close column.
117. This movement may be executed by company
or by division, on the right or left subdivision, or on
any other subdivision, right or left in front.
118. The examples in this school will suppose the
presence lof four divisions, with directions for an
odd company ; but what will be prescribed for four,
will serve equally for two, three, or five divisions.
119. To ploy the battalion into close column by
division in rear of the first, the colonel will command:
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•]. Close column, hy division. 2. On the first division, right in front. 3. Battalion, right—FACE.
4. MARCH (or double

quick—MARCH.)

120. At the second command, all the chiefs of
division will place themselves before the centres of
their divisions; the chief of the first will caution it
to stand fast; the chiefs of the three others will remind them that they will have to face to the right, and
the covering sergeant of the right company of each
division will replace his captain in the front rank, as
soon as the latter steps out.121. At,the third command, the last three divisions will face to the right; the chief of each division
will hasten to its right, and cause files to be broken
to the rear, as indicated No. 89; the right guide will
break at the same time, and place himself before the
front rank man of the first file, to conduct him, and
each chief of division will place himself by the side
of this guide.
122. The moment these divisfons face to the
right the junior captain in each will place himself on
the left of-the covering sergeant of the left company,
who will place himself in the front rank. This rule
is general for all the ployments by division.
123. At the command march, the chief of the first
diyisiou «ill add: guide left; at this, its left guide
will place himself on its left, as soon as the movement ot the second division may permit, and the file
closers will advance one pace upon the rear rank.
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124. All the other divisions, each conducted by its
chief, will step off together, to take their pLices in
the column; the second will gain, in wheeling by
file to the rear, the space of six paces, which ought
to separate its guide from the guide of the first division, and so direct its march as to enter the c«liimn
on a line parallel to this divisiu-n ; the third and fourth
divisions will direct themselves diagonally towards,
but a little.in rear of, the points at which they ought,
respectively, to enter the colu-mn; at .six paces from
the left flank of the column, the head of each of these
divisions will incline a little-to the left, in order to
enter the column as ha.s just been prescribed for the
second, taking care also to leave the distance of six
paces between its guide and the guide of the preceding division. At the moment the divisions put
themselves in march to enter the column, the fife
closers of e:ich will incline to the left, so as to bring
themselves to_ the distance of a pace from the rear
rank.
125. Each chief of these three divisions will conduct his division till he shall b.e up with the guide to
the dirftting one; the chief will then himself halt,
see his division file-past, and halt it the instant the
last file shall have passed, commanding: 1. Such division;

2. H A L T ; 3. F R O N T ; 4.

Left—DRESS.

126. At the second command, the division will halt;
the left guide will place himself promptly on the direction, six paces from the guide which precedes him,
in order that, the column being formed, the divisions
may be separated the distance of four paces.

Si
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127. At the third command, the division will face
to the front; at the fourth, it will be aligned by its
chief, who will place himself two paces outside of his
guide, arid direct the alignment so that his division
may be parallel to that v/hich precedes—which being
done, he will command, FRONT, and place himself
before the centre of his division.
128. If any division, after the command front, be
not at its proper distance, and this can only happen
through the negligence of its chief, such division will
remain in its place, in order that the fault liiay not be
propagated.
129. The colonel will superintend the execution of
the movement,- and cause the prescribed principles to
Tie observed.
130. The lieutenant colonel, placing himself in succession in rear of the left guides, will assure them on
the direction as they arrive, and then move to his
place outside ol -the left flank of the column six paces
from, and abreast with, the first division. In assuring the guides on the direction, he will be a miere,
observer, unless one or tnore should fail to cover exactly the guide or guides already established. This
rule is general.
131. The major will follow the movement abreast
with the left of the fourth division, and afterwards
take his position outside of the left flank of the column, six paces from, and abreast with, this division.
132. To ploy the "battalion in front of the first division, the colonel will give the same command, substituting the indication left for that of right in front.
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lilj. At the .second and third commands, the chiefs
of division and the junior captains will conform themselves to what is pre.scribed, Nos. 120, 121, r2-2; but
the chiefs <;f the last three divisions, instead of causing the first two files to break to the rear, will cause
them to break to the front.
134. At the fourth command, the chief of the first
division will idd: Guide right.
135. The three other divisions will step off together
to take their places in the cidumn in front of the directing division ; each w ill direct itself as prescribed,
No. 124, and will enter in such manner that, when
halted, its guide may find himself .six paces from the
guide of the division next previously established in
the column.
loi). Each chief of these divisions will conduct his
division, till his right guide shall be nearly up with
the guide of the directing one ; he will then halt his
division, and cause it to face to the front; at the instant it halts, its right guide will face to the rear,
place himself six paces from the preceding guide,
and cover him exactly—which being done, the chief
will align his division by the,right.
137. The lieutenant colonel, placed in front of the
right guide of the first division, will assure the guides
on the direction as they successively arrive, and then
move outside of the right flank of the column, to a
point six paces from, and abreast with, the fourth division, now in front.
138. The major will coiform himself to what is
prescribed, No. 131, and then move outside of the
right flank of the column, six paces from, and abreast
with, the first division, now in rear.
3
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139. The movement being ended, the colonel will
command:
\
Guides, about—FACE.
140. At this, the guides, who are faced to the rear,
will face to the front.
141. To ploy the battalion in rear, or in front of the
fourth division, the colonel will command :
1.

Close column by division. 2. On the fourth division, left (or right) in front. 3. Battalion, left—
FACE.

4 MARCH

(or double

quick—MARCH.)

142. These movements will be executed according
to the principles of those which precede, but by inverse means ; the fourth division on which the battalion ploys will-stand fast; the instant the movement
commences, its chief will command, guide right [or

left.}

143. The foregoing examples embrace all the principles : thus, when the colonel shall wish to ploy the
battalion on an interior division, he will command:
1. Close column by division. 2. On such division,
right (or left) in front. 3 Battalion inwards—
FACE.

4. MARCH

(or double

quick—MARCH.)

144. The instant the movement commences, the
cniet ot the directing division will command, guide
tejt (or rtght.)
^
145. The divisions which, in the order in battle,
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are to the right of the directing division, will fiice to
the left; those which are to the left, will face to the
right.
146. If the right is to bo in front, the right divisions will phiy in front of the directing division, and
the left in its rear ; the reverse, if the left is to be in
front. And in all the foregoing suppositions, the division or divisions contiguous to the directing one, in
wheeling by file to the front or rear, will gain the
space of six paces, which ought to separate their
guides from the guide of the directing division.
147. In all the ployments on an interior division,
the lieutenant colonel will assure the positions of the
guides in front, and the major those in the rear of the
directing division.
143. If the battalion be in march, instead of*at a
halt, the movement will be executed by combining
the two gaits of quick and double quick time, and always in rear of one of the flank divisions.
149. The battalion being in march, to ploy it in rear
of the first division, the colonel will command:
1. Close column by division.

2. On the first division.

3. Battalion—by the right flank. 4. Double quick
—MARCH.

150. At the second command, each chief of division
will move rapidly before the centre of his division
and caution it to face to the right.
151. The chief of the first division will caution it
to continue to march to the front, and^he will command : Quick march.
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152. At the command march, the chief of the first
division will command : Guide left. At this, the left
guide will move to the left flank of the division and
direct himself on the point indicated.
153. The three other divisions will face to the right
and move off in double quick time, breaking to the
right to take their places in column ; each chief of
division will move rapidly to the right of his division
in order to conduct it. The files will be careful to
preserve their distances, and to march with a uniform
and decided step. The color-bearer and general
guides will retake their places in the ranks.
154-. The second division will immediately enter
the column, marching parallel to the first division;
its chief will allow it to file past him, and when the
last file is abreast of him, will command: 1. Second
division, by the left flank—MARCH 2. Guide left,
and place himself in front of the centre of his division.
155. At the command march, the division will face
to the left; at- the second command, the left guide
vvill march in the trace of the left guide of the first
division; the men will take the touch of elbows to
the left. When the second division has closed to its
proper distance, its chief will command: Quick time
— M A R C H . This division will then change its step to
quick time.
156. The chiefs of the third and fourth divisions
will execute their movements according to the same
S n S i ^ ' ' taking care to gain as much ground as
possible towards the head of the column
in Ihie at •InnhV**'*^^*'? ^'^^ ''*^*'° previously marching
m line at double quick time, when the fourth division
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shall have gained its. distance, the colonel will command : Double
quick—MARCH.
158. In this movement, the lieutenant colonel will
move rapidly to the side_ of the leading guide, give
him a point of direction, and then follow the movements of the first division. T h e major will follow
the movement abreast with t h e left of t h e fourth division.
Remarks

on.ploying

the battalion into

column.

159. T h e battalion may be ployed into column at
full, or half distance, on the same principles, and by
the same commands, substituting for the first comm a n d : Column at full (or half) distance by dicision
160. Iu the ployments and movements in column,
when the subdivisions e x e c u t e the movements successively, such as—to t a k e or close d i s t a n c e s ; to
change direction by the flank of subdivisions, each
chief of subdivision will cause his men to support
a r m s after having aligned it and commanded F R O N T .
PART THIRD.
ARTICLE FIRST.

To march in column at full

e^istance.

161. W h e n the colonel shall wish to put the column in m a r c h , he will indicate to the leading guide
t w o distinct objects in front, on t h e line which the
guide ought to follow. T h i s guide will immediately
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put his shoulders in a square vvith that line, take the
more distant object as the point of direction, and the
nearer one as the intermediate point.
162. If only a single prominent object present itself
in the direction the guide has to follow, he will face
to it as before, and immediately endeavor to catch on
the ground some intermediate point, by which to
give steadiness to his march on the point of direction.
163. There being no prominent object to sei;ve as
the point of direction, the colonel will dispatch the
lieutenant colonel or adjutant to pl.aoe himself forty
paces iu advance, facing the column, and by a sign of
the sword establish him on the direction he may wish
to give to the leading guide ; that officer being thus
placed, this guide will take him as the point of direction, conforming himself to what is prescribed in the
school of the company No. 87.
164. These dispositions being made, the colonel
will command:
1. Column forward.

2. Guide left (or right).

3.

MARCH (or double quick—MARCH, j

165. At the command march, briskly repeated by
the chiefs of subdivision, the cidumn will put itself in
march, conforming to what is prescribed in the school
of the company No. 200 and following.
166. The leading guide may always maintain himselt correctly on the direction by keeping steadily in
view tlie two points indicated to him, or chosen by
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himself; if these points have a certain elevation, he
may be assured he is on the true direction, when the
nearer masks the more distant point
167. The fidlowing guides will preserve with exactness both step and distance ; each will march in
the trace of the guide who immediately precedes
him, without occupying himself with the general direction.
168. The lieutenant colonel will hold himself, habitually, abreast with the leading,guide', to s^e that
he does not deviate from the direction, and will observe, also, that the next guide marches exjictly in
the trace of the first.
169. The major will generally be abreast wifh the
last subdivision ; he will see that each guide marches
exactly in ti.e trace of the one immediately preced
ing ; if either deviate from the direction, the major
will promptly rectify the error, and prevent its being
propagated; but he need not interfere, in this way,
unless the deviation has become sensible, or material.
170. The colnpin being in march, the* colonel will
frequently cause the about to be executed while
marching ; to this effect, he will command :'
1. Battalion, right about.

2. MARCH.

3. Guide

right.
171. At the second command, the companies will
face to the right about, and the column will then
miirch forward in an opposite direction; the chiefs of
subdivision will remain behind the front rank, the file
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closers in front of the rear rank, and the guides will
place themselves in the same rank. The lieutenant
colonel will remain abreast of the first division, now
in rear; the major will give a point of direction to
the leading guide, and march abreast of him.
172. The colonel will hold himself habitually on
the directing flank; he will look to the step and to
the distances, and see that all the principles prescribed for the march in column, school of the company,
are observed.
173. These means, which the practice in that
school ought to have rendered familiar, will give sufficien.t exactness to the direction of the column, and
also enable it to forva forward or faced the rear, on the
right, or on the left, into line of battle, and to close in
mass.
174. But when a column, arriving in front, or in
rear of the line of battle, or, rather, on one of the
extreiiiitie* of that line, has to prolong itself on it, in
order to form to the left or to the right into line of battle, then, a? it is essential, to p r ^ e n t the column
from cutting the line, or sensibly deviating from it,
other means, as follows, will be employed.
Tlie column arriving in front of the line of battle, to
prolong it on this line.
175. If the column right in front ariive in front of
the line of battle, as'it should cross it and find itself
four paces beyond it after having changed direction,
the colonel will cause to be placed, in advance, a
marker on the line to indicate the point at w hich the
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column ought to cross it, and another marker to indicate the point where the first subdivision should commence to wheel; he will be so placed that when the
wh.'el is executed, the left guide will find himself four
pa<;es within the line of battle. The chief of the
leading subdivisi.in, when the head of the column
shall have arrived near the line, will take the gilide
to the right, and this guide will immediately direct
himself on the second marker. On arriving abreast
of him, this subdivision will be wheeled to the left,
and when the wheel is completed, the guide will be
changed again to the left; this guide will then march
parallel to the line of battle by the means to be hereinafter indicated.
176. The instant the first subdivision wheels, the
right general guide, who,- by a caution froih the lieutenant colonel, will before have placed himself on the
line of battle at the point where the column crosses
it, and who will have faced to the two points of direction in his front, indicated by the colonel, will
march forward correctly on the pfolongation of those
points.
177 The color-bearer will place himself in like
manner on the line of battle ; and, at the instant the
color subdivision vvheels, he will prolong his march
on that line, abreast with this subdivision, taking care
to carry the color-lance before the centre of his person, and to maintain himself exactly in the direction
of the general guide who precedes him, and flie point
of direction in front which will have been indicated
to him.
178. Finally, the left general guide will place himself in the sflme manner on the line of battle; and.
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at the instant the last subdivision of the battalion
wheels, he will march correctly in the direction of
the color-bearer, and the other general guide.
179. The guide of the first subdivision will march
steadily abre.ist with the right general guide, and
about four paces to his right; each of the guides of
the following subdivisions will march in the trace of
the guide who immediately precedes him, as prescribed, No. 167.
180. The cidonel, placed outside of the general
guides, wHl see that the'column "marches nearly parallel to, and about four paces within these guides.
181. The lieutenant colonel and major will look to
thiB direction of the'general, guides, and to this end,
place ihemselves sometimes in rear of the color-bearer, or the left generul guide.
182. If the column be com-p.osed of several battalions, the general .guides of each will successively
place themselves on the line of battle to prolong their
niarch on this line, as the leading subdivision, that of
the color, and the one in the rear of their battalion,
shall wheel into the new direction; these guides will
conform themselves respectively, as will also the colonel, lieutenant colonel, and m.ijor, to wli,-it is prescribed nhexe for those of the leading tottiilion.
183. In the case of several battnlions, the lieutenant colonel of each will maintain steadily the guide
of his leiuliug subdivision about four paces w ithin the
line of general g.nides, even should 'the last subdivisions of the battalion immed;ate],y preceding devi.ite
irom tlie parallelism, iu order that the fake direction
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of one battalion may not influence that of the battalions which ftdlow.
The column arriving behind the line of battle, to prolong it on this line.
184. If the column, right in front, arrive b ^ i n d
the line of battle, as it ought to find itself four paces
within this lihe, after having changed direcfion, the
colonel will cause a marker to be placed at the point
where, according to that condition, the first subdivision ought to commence wheeling. Another marker
will be established on the line of battle, to indicate
the point at which the general guides ought, in succession to begin to pndong themselves on that lino ;
he will be so placed that each subdivision, having
finished its wheel, may find itself nearly in a line
with this marker.
«
185. At the instanfr the £rst subdi^sion, after having wheeled to the right, begins to prolong'itself,
parallelly lo the line of battle, the leading general
guide, placed in advance on that line, will direct himself on the two points taken in his front; the colorbearer and the other general guide will successively
place themselves on the same .line the instant that
their respective subdivision shall have finished thfeir
wheel. ' .
186. If the column be composed of several battalions, the general guides of the follnwiuL' battalions
will successively execute what has been just prescribed for those of the leading battalion, and the
whole .wjll conform themselves, as Well as the guides
of subdivisions, and the field officers of the several
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battalions, to what is indicated, above, for a column
arriving in front of a line of battle.
187i In a column, left in front, arriving in front or
in rear of the line of battle, these movements will be
executed on the same principles, and by inverse
means.
The column arriving on the right or the left of the line
of battle, to prolong it on this line.
188. If the column, instead of arriving in front or
in rear of the line of battle, arrive on its right or left,
and if it have to prolong itself on that line, in order
afterwards to form to the left or right into line of
battle, the colonel will bring the color and general
guides on the flank of the column by the command
color and general guides on the Une; and these guides
will prolong themselves On the line of battle, conforming to what is prescribed above.
Manner of prolonging a line of battle by markers.
189. When a column prolongs itself on the line of
battle, it being all-important that the general guides,
march correctly on that line, it becomes necessary
that colonels, lieutenant colonels, and majors, whose
duty it is to maintain the true direction, should be
able to lee, as far as practicable, the two objects, on
which the march of the general guides ought to be
directed; consequently, when no prominent objects
present themselves in the desired direction, the chief
of the column will supply the want of them in ad-
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vance by aid-de-camp, or other mounted officers, and
in such number as may be necessary.
190, Three such officers may prolong a line as far
as may be desired in the following manner : they
will place them,seives in advance on the line of battle, the first at the point where the head of the
column ought to enter ; the second, three or four hundred paces behind the first, and the third, a like distance behind the second. The first of these officers
will remain in position till the leading general guide
shall have entered-on the line of battle, and then, at
a gallop, place himself at a convenient distance behind the third. The second will.do .the like in respect to the first, when the head of the column shall
be near him, and so on in continuation. • These officers,
without dismt^unting, will face to the column, and
cover each other accurately in file. It will be on
them that the general guides vAll steadily direct their
march, and it will be .so much the more easy for the
latter to maintain themselves on the directi<'n, as
they will always be able to see the mounted ofiicers
over the heads of the preceding guides ; thus the deviation from the direction, by one or more general
guides, need not mislead those who follow.
191. A single'mounted officer may suffice to assure
the direction of a column, when the point of direction towards which it marches is very distinct. In
this case, that officer will place himself on the line of
battle within that point, and beyond the one at whicn
the head of the column will halt, and remain iu position till the column halts ; serving thus as the intermediate point for giving steadiness to the march of
the general guides.
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192. For a column of one or two battalions, markers on foot will suffice to indicate the lino to be followed by the general guides.
Remarks on the march in column.
193. Although the uncadonced step be that of
colunms iu route marches, and.also that which ought
to be habitually employed in the Evolutions of the
Line,-^because it leaves the men more at ease, and,
consequently, is better adapted to movements on a
large scale and to difficult grounds, nevertheless, as
it is of paramount importance to confirm soldiers in
the measure and the movement of the cadenced pace,
the route step will be but little practiced in the exercises by ba,ttalion, except in going to, and returning from, the ground oT instruction, and for teaching
the mechanism and 'movements of cokimns in route.
'194. It is highly essential to the regularity of the
march in column that each guide follow exactly in
the trace of the one immediately preceding, w'lthmt
occupying his attention with the general direction o?
the guides. If this principle be steadily observed,
the guides will find themselves.aligned, provided that
the leading one niarch exactly in the direction indicated to him; and even should obstacles in his way
fQ|-ce him into a momentary deviation, the direction
Of the column would not necessarily be changed;
whereas, if the following guides endeavor to confnnn
tliem,selve"s at once to all the movements of the leading one, in order to cover him in file, such endeavors
would necessarily cause coi-responding fluctuations
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in the column from r i ^ t to left, and from left to
right, and render the pi-eservation of distances extremely difficult.
195. As a consequence of the principle, that each
guide shall exactly follow in the trace of the one
who immediately precedes, if, pending the march 'of the
column, the colonel shall give a new point of direction, too near to the first to require a formal change
of direction, the leading guide; advancing the one or
the other shoulder, wilf immediately direct himself
on this point; the other guides will only conform
themselves to this movement as each arrives at the
point at which the first had executed it.' Each f^ubdivision will conform itself to the movement of its
guide, the men insensibly lengthening or shortening
the step, and advancing or refusing (throwing back)
the shoulder opposite to the guide, but without losing
the touch of the elbow, towards his side.
196. The column, by company, being in march, the
colone^ will .cause it to diminish front by platoon,
from front to rear, at once, and to increase /ront by
platoon- in like' manner, which movements will be
cMunanded and executed as ptescrib'ed in the school
of the company, Nos. 282 and 273 and following,
changing the command/orro company to form ittmpanies. So may he increase and diminish, or dinainish
and increase front, according to the same principles
and^ at once, by company, changing the command
form companies to form divisions, and the command
break into platoons to break into comjj^nies. ln-tfai«
case, the companies and divisions wiy execute what
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is prescribed for platoons and companies respectively.
197. The column being at a halt, if the colonel
should wish to march it to the rear, and the distance
to be gained be so inconsiderable as to render a countermarch a disproportionate loss of time, he will
cause the column to face about, and then put it in
march by the commands prescribed No. 164 ; the
chiefs of the subdivisions will remain behind the
front rank, the file closers before the rear rank, and
the guides will step into the rear rank, now in front.
In a column, by division, the junior captains, in the
intervals between companies, will replace their covering sergeants in tlie rear rank, and these sergeants
wiU step into the line of file closers in front of their
intervals.
ARTICLE

SECOND.

Column in route.
198. A cidunin in ro.ute, like a column in mi!Doeuvre, ought never to have a depth greater than
about the front it had occupied in the line of battle,
less the front of a subdivision.
199. The observance of this principle requires no
particular rule for a column in manoeuvre ; but, as a
column in route may have hourly to pass narrow
ways, bridges, or other defiles, rendering it necessaiy
to diminish the front ofsubdivisions, it becomes im"portaiit to givea-ules and means by which the column
may, tor any length of march, preserve the ease of
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the route step without elongation from front to rear.
200. A column in route will be habitually formed
by company.
201. When a column in route shall arrive at a pass
too narrow to receive the front of a company, the
column will diminish front by platoon before entering. This movement will be executed successively,
or by all the companies at once.
202. If, however, the defile be very short, and it
may be passed by the diminution of a few files, it
will be preferable to break to the rear the limited
number of files.
203. The coluijin being by platoon, aad the w.3nt
of space rendering* a "further duninution of front necessary, it will be diminished by section, if th&-platoons be of twelve or more files. * .
204. The column being by section, will continue to
march by that front as long seS the defile may permit.
205. If the platoons hav^ less than twelve files,
one or two files will be broken to the rear; accordiiig
to the narrotving of the defile, arid.the route step con;
tinned as long a-S six files can march abreast.
208. What- has just been ex-plained for breaking
files
les to the rear in a.polumi^y platoon,
]'
is equally applicable to a column by secnon.
cnot
207. If the defilfe be too narrow to permit six men
to march abreast, the subdivisions will be marchg^
successively by the flank, conforming to what is prescribed Nos. 314 and 315, school of the company.
208. The battalion marching by the flank, will be
4*
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foribed into column, by section, by platoon, or by
company, as soon as the breadth of the way may
permit ; the several movements which these formations include w-ill,be executed by the commands of
the captains, as their companies successively clear
the defile, observing the following rules.
209. As soon as the way is sufficiently broad to
contain six men abreast, the captain v,-ill command :
1. By section (or by platoon) into line.

2. MARCH.

210. At the command march, the subdivisions indicated will form themselves into line ; the files which
have not been able to enter, will follow (by the flamk)
the last four files of their subdivision which have entered into line.
211. The column marching in this order, the files
in rear will be caused to enter into line an the increased breadth of the way may permit.
212... The column marching by section or by platoon, platoons or companies will be foi-med as soon
as the breadth of the way may permit.
213. The leading subdivision will follow the v,-iridings of the pass or defile ; the following subdivisions
will not occupy themsejjes with the direction, but
all, in succession, pass Over the trace of the subdivisions which precede them respectively. The men
will not seek to avoid the bad parts of the way, but
p/iss, as far as practicable, each in the direction of
hia file.
214. Changes of direction will always be made
witliout command ; if the change^ be important, a
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caution merely from the respective chiefs to their
subdivisions will suffice, and the rear rank, as w ell as
the files broken to the rear, will execute successively
the movement where the front rank had executed it.
215. The colonel will hold himself at the head of
• h e battalion ; he will regulate the step, of the leading subdivision, and indicate to fts chief the instant
for executing the various movements which the nature of the route may render necessary.
•
216. If the column be composed of several battalions, each will conform itself, in its turn, to what
shall have been commanded fpr theleading battalion,
observing to execute each movement at the same
place, and in the same manner.
217. Finally, to render the ijiechanism of all those
movements familiar to the troops, and to habituate
them to march in the route step without elongating
the column, commanders will generally cause their battalions to march in this step, going to, and returning from, fields of exercise. Each will occasionally
conduct his battalion through narrq# passes, in order
to make it perceive the utility of the principles prescribed above ; and he will several times, in every
course of instruction, ma,rch it in the route step, and
cause to. be executed, sometimes at onee,*and sometimes successively, the divers movements which have
just been indicated.
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General remarks on the column in route.
218. The lesson relative to the column in route is,.
by its frequent application, one of the most important,
that can be given to troops. If it be not well taught
and established on right principles, it will happen
that the rea.r of the column in route will be obliged
to run, to regain distances, or that the front will be
forced to halt till the rear shall have accomplished
that object; thus rendering the march greatly slower,
or greatly more fatiguing, generally both, than if it
were executed according to rule.
219. The ordinary progress of a column in route
ought to be, on good roads or good grounds, at the
rate of one hundred and ten paces in a minute. This
rate may be easily maintained by columns of almost
any depth ; but over bad roads, ploughed fields, loose
sands, or mountainous districts, the progress cannot
be so great, and must therefore be regulated according to circumstances.
220. The most certain means of marching well in
route, is to preserve always a regular and equal
movement, and, if obstacles oblige one or more subdivisions to-slacken or to shorten the step, to cause
the primitive rate of march to be resumed the moment the difficulties are passed.
. 221. A subdivision ought never to take more than
the prescribed distance from the subdivision immediately preceding; but it is sometimes necessary to lessen that distance.
222. Thus: the head of the column encounters an
obstacle which obliges it to relax its march ; all the
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following subdivisions will preserve the habitual step,
and close up in mass, if necessary, on the. subdivision
nearest to the obstacle. Distances will afterwards
naturally be recovered as each subdivision shall successively have passed the obstacle. Nevertheless, if
the difficulty be too great to be overcome by one subdivision, whilst the next is closing up, so that_distances cannot afterwards be recovered without running, the chief of the column wilV.halt the leading
subdivision beyond the obstacle, at a distance sufficient to contain the whole column in mass. He will
then put Uie column in march, the sijbdivisionS"taking
distances by the head, obsei-ving to commence the
movement in time, so that the last subdivision may
not be obliged to halt, after having cleared the obstacle.
223. When the chief of a column shall wish to
change the rate of marSh, he will cause the leading
battalion to quicken or to relax the step insensibly,
and send orders to the othei" battalions each to regulate itself by that which precedes it.
224. The column being composed of several battalions, the general-in-chief will always leave an aidde-camp with its rear to bring him prompt information if it find a difficulty in following.
225. Subdivisions ought always to step out well in
obliquing, both in breaking and forming companies or
platoons. When either is done in succession, it is
highly important that no .subdivision slacken or shorten
the step, whilst that which precedes it is engaged in
the movement. The observance of this pringiple can
alone prevent an elongation of the column.
226. If the battalion, marching by the flank, en-
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counter a pass so narrow as to oblige it to defile with
a front of two men, the colonel will order support
arms, take the cadenced step, and undouble the files,
which will be executed as prescribed in the school of
company, No. 3-26 ; the files will double again as soon
as the breadth of the way will permit.
227. If the defile be only sufficient to receive a
front of one man' the colonel will cause the men to
pass one at a time. The men of the same file should
•follow each other in their order as closely as possible,
and without loss of time. As soon as the defile permits a front of two or four men, the battalion will be
reformed into J]wo or four ranks, and will mai'ch in
this order until there be space to form platoons or
sections, as indicated No. 209.
228. In both cases, jnst supposed, the head of the
battlion, after having pa-ssed the defile, will march
till sufficient space be left to contain the whole of the
subdivisions in uia.ss ; afterwards it will be put in
march by the means indicated No. 282.
_ 2-29. When a command has to move rapidly over a
givei! distance, the movements prescribed in this
articl.e will be executed in double quick time ; if the
distance be long, the chief of the column will ncit
allow the march ;it this gait to be continued for more
than fifteen minutes ; at the end of this time, he will
order the ordinary route step to be marched for five
minutes, and then again resume the double quick. If
the ground be uneven, having considerable a.seents
and descents, he will reserve the double quick for
tnose p.u-ts of the ground most favorable to this
march.
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210. A column marching alternately in double
quick time and the ordinary route step, in tin' manner stated, can easily accoinplish very loug distances in a very short space of time ; but wheji tlie
distance to be passed over be not greater than two
miles, it ought to be accomplished, when the ground
is fiivorable, without changing the rate of march.

ARTICLE THIRD.

To change direction in column at full

distance.

231. The column being in march in the cadenced
step, when the colonel shall wish to cause it to change
direction, he will go to the point at which the change
ought to be commenced, and establish a maVker
there, presenting the breast to the flank of the column ; this marker, no itiatter to which side the
change of direction is to be made, will be posted on
the opposite side, and he will remain in position till
the last subdivision of the battalion shall have passed
The leading subdivision being within a feV paces of
the marker, the colonel will command :
Head of column to the left (or right.)
232. At this, the chief of the leading subdivision
will immediately take the guide on the side opposite
the change of direction, if not already there. 'I'his
guide will direct himself so as to graze the breaift of
the marker; arrived at this point the chief will cause
his subdivision to changl direction by-the commands
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and according to the principles prescribed in the
school of the company. When the wheel is completed, .the chief of this subdivision will retake the
guide, if changed, on the .side of the primitive direction.
233. The chief of each succeeding subdivision, as
well as the guides, will conform to what has just
been explained for the leading subdivision.
234. The colonel will carefully see that the guide
of each subdivision,, in wheeling, does not throw himself without or within, but passes over all the points
of the arc of the circle, which he ought to describe.
235. As often as no distinct object presents itself
in the new direction, the lieutenant colonel wi'l place
himself upoii it in advance, at the distance of thirty
or forty paces from the marker, and be assured in
this direction by the colonel; the leading guide will
take, the moment he shall have changed direction,
two points on the ground in the straight'line which,
drawn from himself, would pass between the heels of
the lieutenant colonel, taking, afterwards,,new poinb
as he advances.
236. The major will see that the guides direC|.
themselves on the marker posted at the point o
change, so as to graze his breast.237. If the column be composed of several battalions, the lieutenant colonel of the second, ',-.ill cause
the marker of the first battalion, to be replaced as
soort as the last subdivision of this battalion shall
ha.-ve p.a^sed ; this disposition will be observed by battalion after battalion, to the rear of the column
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Remarks.
23S. It has been demonstrated, school of the company, how important it is, first, that each subdivision
execute its change of direction precisely at the point
where the leading one had changed, and that it arrive in a square with the direction; second, that the
wheeling point ougfll, always, to be cleared in time,
in order that the subdivision en gaged in the wheel may
not arrest the movement of the following one. The
deeper the column, the more rigorously ought'these
principles to be observed ; because a fault that would
be but slight i n « column of a single battalion, would
cause much embarrassment in one of great depth.

ARTICLEFOURTH.

To halt the column.
239. The column being in march, when the colone
shall wish to halt it, he will command :
1. Column.

2. HALT.

240. At thr^ second command, briskly repeated by
the captains, the column will halt; no guide will stir,
though he may have lost his distance, or be out of the
direction of the preceding guides.
241. The column being in m'arch, in double quick
time, will be halted by the same commands. At the
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command halt, the men -will halt in their places, and
will themselves rectify their positions in the ranks.
242. The column being halted, when the colonel
shall wish to form it into line of battle, he will move
a little iu front of the leading guide, and face to him;
this guide an4 the following one will fix their eyes on
the colonel, in order promptly tifconform themselves
to his directions.
243. If the colonel judge it not necessary to give a
general direction to the guides, he will limit himself
to rectifying the position of such as may be without,
or within the directi(m, by the command guide of
(such) company, or guides of (such) companies, to
the right, (or to the left;) at this command, the guides
designated will place themselves on the direction ;
the others will stand fast.
;
244. If, on the contrary, the colonel judge it necessary to give a general direction to the guides of the
column, he will place the first two on the direction
he shall have chosen, and command :
Guides cover.
24:j. At this, the following guides will promptly
place themselves on the din-ection covering the first
two in file, and_ each precisely at a distance equal to
the front of his company, from the guide immedi?h^m fJiT'r^
'i}^" ^^"'teiiant colonel will assure
them m the direction, and the colonel will command :
Left (or

right)—-DRV.SS.
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246. At this command, each company will incline
) the right or left, and dress forward or backwarcj,
u as to bring the designated flank to rest on its
uide; each captain will place himself two paces
utside of his guide, promptly align his company
larallelly with that which precedes, then command
"'RONT, and return to his place in column.
247. Finally, if the general guides march on the
aiik of the column, the cqlonel, having halted it,
vill place himself in rear of the color-bearer, to asertain whether the leading general guide and the
olor-bearer be exactly on the direction of the two
loints in advance, and establish them on that direcion if they be not already on it; the major will do
he like, in respect to the general guide in the rear ;
yhich being executed, the colonel will command :
1. Giiides—Ox THE LINE.

•248. At this command the guide of each company
)f the directing flank will step promptly into the
lireetion of the general guides, and face to the front.
The lieutenant colonel, placed in front of, and facing
o, the leading general guides, and the major, placed
n rear or the rearmost one, will promptly align the
;ompany guides.
249. The colonel, having verified the direction of
he guides, will command:
Left (or

right)—DRESS.

250 This will be executed as prescribed. No. 246.

60

SCHOOL OF THE BATTALION—PART HI,

Remarks.
251. The me^ns indicated, No. 244, and following,
for giving a general direction to the guides of a column, at full distance, will apply only to a column
composed (>f two, or at most, three battalions. If
the number be more numerous, its chief will cause
the colors and general guides of all the battalions to
step out and place themselves on the direction which
he may wish to give to J;he column, as is explained in
the evolutions of the line.
ARTICLE F I F T H .

To close the column to half distance, or in mass.
252. A column by company being at full distance
right in front, and at a halt, when the colonel shall
wish to cause it to close to half distance, on the leading company, he will command :
1. To half distance, close column.
double

2. MARCH for

quick—MARCH.)

253; At the first command, the captain of the
leading company will caution it to stand fast.
^-^4. At the command march, which will be repeated by all the captains, except the captain of the
leading company, this company will stand fast, and
Its chief will align it by the left; the file closers will
close one pace upon the rear rank.
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255. All the other companies will continue to
march, and as each in succession arrives at platoon
distance from the one which precedes, its captain will
halt it.
256. At the instant that each company halts, its
guide will place himself on the directum of the guides
who precede, and the captain w'lYl align the company
by the left; the file closers will close one pace upon
the rear rank.
257. No particular attention need be given to the
general direction of the guides before they respectively halt; it will suffice if each follow in the trace
of the one who precedes him.
258. The colonel onJ;he side of the guides, will superintend the execution of the movement, observing
that the captains halt their companies exactly at platoon distance the one frofti the other.
259. The lieutenant cplonel, a few paces in front,
will face to the leading guide and assure the positions of the following guides as they successively
place themselves on the direction.
260. The major will follow the movement abreast
with the last guide.
261. If the column be in march, the colonel will
cause it to close by the same commands.
262. If the column be marching in double quick
time, at the first command, the^54ptain of the leading company will command quick time; the chiefs of
the other companies will caution them to continue
their march.
263. At the command marcA, the leading cornpany
will march in quick, and the other companies in
double quick time; and as each arrives at platoon
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distance from the preceding one, its chief will cause
it to march m quick time.
264. When the rearmost company shall have gained its distance, the colonel will command :
Double

quick—MARCH.

265. When the colonel shall wish to halt the column
and to cause it to close to half distance at the same
time, he will notify the captain of the leading company of his intention, who at the command marc/j, will
halt his company and align it by the left.
266. If the column be marchitjg in quick time, and
the colonel should not giva the command .double
quick, the captain of the leading company will halt
his company at the command march, and align it by
the left. In the case, where the colonel adds the
command double quick, the captains of companies will
conform to what is prescribed No. 262, and the movement will be executed as indicated No. 26.3.
To close the column on the eighth, or rearmost
company.
267. The column being at a halt, if instead of causing it to close to half distance on thefirst company,
the colonel should wish to cause it to close on the
eighth, he will command:
1 On the eighth company, to half distance close column.
2. Battalion about—FACE.
3. Column forward.
4. Guide right.
5. JIARCH (or double quick—
MARCH.)
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268. At the second command, all the companies except the eighth, w-ill face about, and their guides will
remai.n in the front rank, now the rear.
269. At the fourth command, all the captains will
place themselves two paces outside of their companies on the directing flank.
270. At the command march, the eighth company
will stand fast, and its captain will align it by the
left, the other companies will put themselves in
inarch, and, as each arrives at platoon distance from
the one established before it, its' captain will halt it
and face it to the front. At the moident that each
company halts, the left guide, remaining faced to the
rear, will place himself promptly on the direction of
the guides already established. Immediately after
the captain- will aUgn his company by the left, and
the file closers will close one pace on the rear rank.
If this u^gvement be executed in double quick time,
each captain, in turn, will halt, and command: Such
company, right about—HALT. At this command, the
company designated will face to the right about and
halt.
271. All the companies being aligned, the colonel
will cause the guides, who stand faced to the rear,
to face about.
272. The lieutenant colonel, placing himself behind
the rearmost guide, will assure successively the positions of the othef guides, as prescribed No. 259 ; the
major will remain abreast with the rearmost company..
273. The column being in march, when the colonel
shall wish to close it on the eighth company, he will
command:
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1. On the eighth company, to half distance, close column.
2. Battalion

right about.

quick—MARCH. )

3. MARCH (or double

4. Guide right.

274. At the first command, the captain of the
eighth company will caution his company that it will
remain faced to the front; the captains of the other
companies will caution their companies that they
will have to face about.
275. At the command march, the captain of the
eighth company will halt his company and align it by
the left; the file closers'will close, one pace upon the
rear rank.
276. The captains of the other companies, at the
same command, will place themselves on the flank of
the column ; the subdivisions will face about, and as
each arrives at platoon distance from the*company
immediately preceding it, its chief will 'face it to the
front and halt it as prescribed No. 270, - The instant
each company halts, the guide on the directing flani,
remaining faced to the rear, will quickly place himself on the direction of the guides already establiskd.
After which, the captain will align the company M
the left, and the file closers will close one parce upon
the rear rank.
277. The lieutenant colonel will follow the movement abreast of the first company. The major will
place himself a few paces in rear of the guide of
the eighth company, and will assure successively the
position of the other guides.

SCHOOL OF THE BATTALION—PART 111.

65

Remarks.
278. A column by division at full distance will close
to half distance by the same means and the same
commands.
279. A column by compafiy, or by.division, being
at full or half distance, the colonel will cause it to
close in mass by the same means and commands, substituting the indication column, close in mass, for
that of to half distance, close column. Each chief of
subdivision will conform himself to all that has just
been prescribed, except that he will not halt his subdivision till its guide shall be at a distance of six
paces from the guide of the subdivision next preceding280. In a column, left in front, .these various movements wiU be executed on the same principles.
ARTICLE S I X T H .

To march in column at half distance, or closed in mass.
281. A column at half distance or-dn mass, being
at a halt, the colonel will put it in-march by the commands prescribed for a column (<,t full distance.
282. The means of direction will also be the saSe
for a column at half distance or in mass, as for a colunm at full distance, ex6ept that the general guidts
will not step out.
28 >. A column at half distance or in mass, being
in march, when the colonel shall wish to halt it, he
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will give the commands prescribed for halting a column at full distance, and if, afterwards, he judge it
necessary to give a general direction to the guides of
the column, he will employ, to this end, the commands and means indicated, No. 244 and following.
284. In columns at !>alf distance or closed in mass,
chiefs of subdivisions will repeat the commands march,
and halt, as iu columns at full distance.
285. The colonel will often march the column to
the rear, by the means and commands prescribed
Nos. 170 and 171.
286. A column by division or company, whether at
full or half distance or closed in mass, at a halt or
marching, can be faced to the right or left, and marched off in the new direction.
ARTICLE SEVENTH.

To change direction in column at half distance.
287. A column at half distance, being in maic^i
will change direction by the same commands and according to the same principles as a column at full distance ; but as the distance between the subdivisions
is less, the pivot man in each subdivision will take
steps of fourteen inches instead of nine, and of seventeen inches instead of eleven,' according to the gait,
m order to clear, in time, the wheeling point, and the
marching flank will describe the arc of a larger circle, the better to facilitate the movement
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ARTICLE

(I7

EIGHTH,

To change direction in column closed in mass.
1st. To change direction in marching.
'2^S. A column by division, closed in mass, being in
march, will chang-i directi<m by tho front of subdivisions.
2S;>. Whether the change be made to the icverse,
or to the pivot flank, it will always be executed on
the principles of wheeling in marching; to this end,
the colonel will first cause the battalicm to take the
guide on the flank O]iposite to the intended change of
direction, if it be not already on that flank.
290. A column by division, closed in mass, right in
front, having to change direction to the right, the
colonel, after having caused a marker to be placed at
the point where the change ought to commence, will
command:
1. Battalion, right wheel. 2. MARCH.
291. At the command march, the leading division
will wheel as if it were part of a column at half
distance.
29-2. The instant that this division commences the
wheel, all the others will, at once, conform themselves to its movement; to this end,the left guide of
each, advancing slightly the left shoulder and lengthening a little the step, will incline to the left, and will
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observe, at the same time, to gain so much ground to
the front that there may constantly be an interval of
four paces between his division and that which proceeds it; and as soon as he shall cover the preceding
guide, he will cease to incline and then march exactly
in his trace.
293. Each division will conform itself to the movement of its guide ; the men will feel lightly the elbow
towards him and advance a little the left shoulder the
instant the movement commences; each file in inclining, will gain so much the less ground to the front,
as the file shall be nearer to the pivot, and the right
guide will gain only so much as may be necessary to
maintain between his own and the preceding division
the same distance which separates their marching
flanks.
294. Each chief of division, turning to it, will regulate its march, and see that it remains constantly included between its guides, that its alignment continues nearly parallel to that of the preceding division,
and that the centre bends only a little to the rear.
295. The colonel will superintend the movement,
and cause the pivot of the leading division to lojigthen or to shorten the step, conforming to the principle
established, school of the company. No. 227—if either
be necessary to facilitate the movement of the other
divisions.
?96. The liedtenant colonel, placed near the left
guide of the leading division, will regulate his march.
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and take care, above all, that he does not throw himself within the arc he ought to describe.
297. The migor, placed in the rear of the guides'
will see that the last three conform themselves, each
by slight degrees, to the movement of the guide immediately preceding, and that neither inclines too
much in the endeavor to cover too promptly the guide
in his front; he will rectify any serious fault that hiay
be committed in either of those particulars.
298. The colonel, seeing the wheel nearly ended,
will command:
1. Forwhrd.

2. MARCH.

299. At the second command, which will be given
at the instant the leading division c<5mpletes its wheel,
it will resume the direct march; the other divisions
will conform themselves*tq this movement; and if
any guide find himself uot covering his immediate
leader, he. will, by slight degrees, bring himself on the
trace of that guide, by advancing the right shoulder.
300. If the column, right in front, has to change
direction to the left, the colonel will first cause it to
take the guide to the right,.and then command:
1. Battalion, left wheel. 2? MARCH.
301. At the command march, the battalion will
change direction to the left, according to the principles just prescribed, and by inverse means. ,
302. When the battalion shall have resumed the
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direct march, the colonel will change the guide to the
left, on seeing the last three guides nearly in the direction of the one iu front.
303. The foregoing changes of direction will be
executed according to the same principles in a column, left in front.
304. A column by company, closed in mass, will
change direction in marching, by the commands and
means indicated for a column by division.
305. The guide who is the pivot of the particular
wheel, ought to maintain himself at his usual distance
of six pajjes from the guide who precedes him; if this
distance be not exactly preserved, the divisions would
necessarily become confounded, which must be carefully avoided.
2d. To change direction from a halt.
306. A column by company, or by division,' closed
in mass, being at a halt, when the colonel shall wish
to give it a new direction, and in which it is to remain, he will cause it to execute this movement by
the flanks of subdivisions, in the following manner;
307. The battalion having the right in front, when
the colonel shall wish to cause it to change direction
by the right flank, he will indicate to the lieutenant
colonel the point of direction to the right; this officer
will immediately establish, on the new direction, two
markers, distant from each other a little less than the
front ofthe first subdivision, the first niauker in front
of the light file of this subdivision ; which being executed he will coinniaud:
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1. Change direction by the right flank. 2. Battalion,
right—FACE.
MARCH.]

3. MARCH

[or

double quick—

308. -At the second command, the coluSin will face
to the right, and each chief of subdivision will place
himself by the side of his right guide.
309. A^ the command march, all the subdivisions
will step off together ; the light guide of the leading
one will direct himself from the first step, parallelly
to. the markers placed in advance on the new direction ; the chief of the subdivision will not follow the
movement, but see it file past, and a i soon as the left
guide shall have passed, he will command:
1. First company [or flrst division.}
3. F R O N T .

2. H A L T .

4. ie/t-^DREss.

310. At the fourth command, the subdivision will
place itself against the two markers, and be promptly
aligned by its chief.
.—
311. The right guide of each of the following subdivisions will conform himself to the direction of the
right guide of the subdivision preceding his own in
the column, so as to enter on the new direction parallelly to that subdivision, and at the distance.of four
paces from its rear rank.
-- 312. Each chief of subdivision will halt in his own
person, on arriving opposite to the left guides already
placed on^ the new direction, see his subdivisioii file
past, and conform himself, in halting and a,ligning it,,
to what is pi-ipscribed No. 309.*'
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313. If the change of direction be by the left flank,
the colonel will cause markers to be established as
before, the first in front of the left file of the leading subdivision, and then give the same commands,
substituting the indication left for right.
314. At the second command, all the subdivisions
will face to the left, and each chief will place himself
by the side of his left guide.
315. At the command march, all the subivisions
-will step off together, each conducted by its chief.
316. The guide of the leading subdivision will direct himself, from the first step, parallelly to the
markers; the subdivision will be conducted by its
chief; and as soon as its left guide shall have passed
the second marker, .it will be halted and aligned as
prescribed above; and so of each of the following
subdivisions.
317. The colonel will hold himself on the designated flank, to see that each subdivision enters the nevr
direction parallely to the leading one, and at the prescribed distance from that which precedes.
318. The lieutenant colonel will place himself in
front of, and facing to, the guide of the leading Bubdivision, and will assure the positions of the following guides, as they successively arrive on the new direction.
319. The major will follow the movement abreast
with the last subdivision.
320 In order that this movement may be executed
with tacihty and preci>i.ni, it is necessary that the
leadmg subdivision should entirely unmask the col-
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umn; for example the movement being made by the
right flank, it is necessary before halting the leading
subdivision, that its left guide shall, at least, have arrived at the place previously occupied by its right
guide, in order that each following subdivision which
has to pass over a space at least equal to its front to
put itself in the new direction, and whose left ought
to pass the,point at which th6 right had rested, may,
at the command halt, find itself iu. its whole front,
parallel to the leading subdivision.
321. By this niethod there is no direction that may
not be given to a column in mass.
ARTICLE

NINTH.

Being in column at half distance, or closed in mass, to
take distances.
322. A column at half distance will take full distance hy the head of the column when it has to prolong itself on the line of battle. If on the contrary,
it has to form itself in line of battle on the ground it
occupies, it will take distances on the leading or on
the rearmost subdivision, according as the one or
other may find itself at the point where the right
or left of the battalion ought to rest in line of battle.
1st. To take distances by the head of the column.
323. The column being by company at half distance
and at a halt, when the colonel shall wish to cause it
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to take full distances by the head, he will command:
By the head of column, take wheeling distance.
324. At this command, the captain of the leading
company will put iu march ; to this end, he will command :
1. First

company, forward.

M.iRCfi [or double

2. Guide left. 3.

quick—MARCH.]

325. When the second shall have nearly its wheeling distance, its captain will command:
1. Second company, fonoard.
M A R C H [or double

2. Guide left.

3.

quick—MARCH.]

326. At the command march, which will be pronounced at the instant that this company shall have
its wheeling distance, it will step off smartly, taking
the step fro-m the preceding company. Each of the
other companies will successively execute what has
just been prescribed for the second.
327. The colonel will see that each company puts
tself in niarch at the instant it has its distance.
328. The lieutenant colonel will hold himself at the
head of the column, and direct the march of the leading guide.
329. The major will hold himself abreast with the
rearmost guide.
330. If the column, instead of being at a halt, be
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in march, the colonel will give the same commands,
and add:
MARCH [or

double quick—MARCH. ]

331. If the column be marching in quick time, at
the command march, the captain of the leading company will cause double quick time to be taken ; which
will also be done by the other captains as the companies successively attain their proper wheeling distance.
332. If the column be marching in double quick
time, the leading company will continue to march at
the same gait. The captains of the other companies
will cause quick time to be taken, and as each company gains its proper distance, its captain will cause it
to retiike the double quick step.
Hd. To take distances on the rear of the column.
333. If the colonel wish to take distances on the
rearmost company, he will establish two markers on
the direction he shall wish to give to the line of battle, the first opposite to the rearmost company, the
second marker towards the head of the column, at
company distance from the first, and both facing to
the rear; at the same time, the right general guide,
on an intimation from the lieutenant colonel, will
move rapidly a little beyond the point to which the
head of the column.will extend, and place himself
correctly on the prolongation,.of the two markers.
These dispositions being made, the colonel will command:
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1. On the eighth company, take wheeling distance. 2.
Column forward.
3. Guide left. 4. MARCH [or
double quick—MARCH. ]
334. At the third command, the captains will place
themselves two paces outside of the directing flank:
the captain of the eighth company will caution it to
stand fast.
335. At the comoiand march, repeated by all the
captains, except the captain of the eighth company,
this latter company will stand fast; its chief will
align it by the left on the first marker, who is opposite to this company, and place himself before its
centre, after commanding: FRONT. At this command, the marker will retire, and the left guide will
take his place.
336. All the other companies will put themselvcB
in march, the guide of the leading one din-cting himself a little within the right general guide ; when the
seventh couipaiiy has arrived opposite the second
marker, its captain will halt, and align it on this
marker, in the mander prescribed for the eighth company.
337. When the captain of the sixth company shall
see that there is, between his company and the
seventh, the necessary space for wheeling into line,
he will halt his company; the guide facing to the
rear will place himself promptly on the direction,
"nd the moment he shall be assured iu his position,
the captain will align the company by the left, and
thpn place himself two paces before its centre; the
other companies will successively conform them-
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selves to what has just been prescribed for the sixth
3ompany.
338. The colonel will follow the movement, and see
that each company halts at the prescribed distance ;
he will promptly remedy any fault that may be committed, and as soon as all the companies shall be aligned, he will cause the guides, who are faced to the
rear, to face about.
339. The lieutenant colonel will successively assure the left guides on the direction, placing himself
in their rear, as they arrive.
340. The major will hold himself at the head of the
column, and will direct the march of the leading
guide.
3d. To take distances on the head of the column,
341. The colonel, wishing to take distances on the
leading company, will establish two markers in the
manner just prescribed, one abreast with this company, and the other at company distance in rear of the
first, but both facing to the front; the left general
guide, on an intimation from the lieutenant colonel,
Will move rapidly to the rear and place himself correctly onthe prolongation of the two markers, a little beyond the point to which the rear of the column
will extend: these dispositions being made, the colonel will command : _
1. On the flrst company, take wheelinff distance. 2.
Battalion, about FACE. 3. Column forward. 4.
Guide right.
5. MARCH (or double quick—
MARCH.)
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342. At the second command, all the companies,
except the one designated, will fiice about, the
guides remaining in the front rank, now become the
rear.
343. At the fourth command, the captains will
place themselves outside of their guides.
344. At the command march, the captain of the designated company will align it, as prescribed. No. 335,
on the marker placed by its side.
345. The remaining companies will put themselves
in march, the guide of the rearmost one will direct
himself a little within the left general guide ; when
the second company shall have arrived opposite the
second marker, its captain will face it about, conforming to what is prescribed, No. 270, and align it,
as has just been prescribed for the first company.
346. The instant that the third compaijy shall have
its wheeling distance, its captain will halt it facing it
about, as prescribed, No. 270, and align it by the left;
the captains of the remaining companies will each, in
succession, conform himself to what has just been
prescribed for the captain of the third.
347 The colonel will follow the movement, as indicated No. 338; the lieutenant colonel and major
will conform themselves to what is prescribed, Nos.
339 and 340.
348. These various movements will be executed according to the same principles in a column with the
left in front.
349. They will be executed in like manner in a
column closed in mass; but, if it be the wish of the
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colonel to open out the column to half, instead of
full distance, he will substitute in the commands,
the indication half, for that of wheeling distance.
350. In a column by division, distances will be taken
according to the same principles.
ARTICLE T E N T H .

Countermarch of a column at full

or half distance.

351. In a column at full or half distance, the countermarch will be executed by the means indicated,
school of the company; to this end, the colonel will
command :
1. Countermarch. 2. Battalion right (or left)—FACE.
3. By file left (or right.) 4. MARCH (or double
quick—MARCH.)

To countermarch a column closed in mass.
352. If the column be closed in mass, the countermarch will be executed by the commands and means
subjoined.
353. The column being supposed formed by a division, right in front, the colonel will command:
1. Coiinlermarch, 2. Battalion right andleft—FACE.
3. By file left and right. 4. MARCH (or double
quick—MARCH

)
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354 At the first coinmnnd the chiefs of the odd
numbered divisions will caution them to face to the
right, and the chiefs of the others to face to the
left.
355. At the second command, the odd divisions will
face to the right, and the even to the left ; the right
and left guides of all the divisions will face about;
the chief's of odd divisions will hasten to their right
and cause two files to break to the rear, and each chief
place himself on the left of the leading front rank
man of his division ; the chiefs of even divisions will
hasten to their left, and cause two files to break to
the rear, and each chief place himself on the right of
his leading front rank man.
356. At the command march, all the divisions, each
conducted by its chief, will step off smartly, the
guides standing fast; each odd division will wheel by
file to the left around its right guide; each even dinsion will wheel by file to the right around its leit
guide, each division so directing its march as to arrive
behind its opposite guide, and when its head shall be
up with this guide, the chief will halt the iivision,
and cause it to face to the front.
3.57. Each division, on facing to the front, will be
aligned by its chief by the right; to this end, the
chiefs of the even divisions will move rapidly to the
right of their respective divisions.
358. The divisions being aligned, each chief will
command. F R O N T ; at this, the guides will shift to
their proper flanks.
359. In a column with left in front, the coun-
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termarch will be executed b,- the same commands
and means ; but all the divisions will be aligned by
the left ; to this end, the chiefs of the odd divisions
will hasten to the loft of their respective divisions as
soon as the latter shall have been faced to the front.
360. The C(donel, placed on the directing flank,
will superintend the general movement.
361. The countermarch being ended, the lieutenant colonel will always place himself abrea&t with
the leading, and the major abreast with the rearmost
division.
362. In a column by company, closed in mass, the
countermarch will be executed by the same means
and commands, applying to companies what is prescribed for divisions.
363. The countermarch will always take place
from a halt, whether the column be closed in mass,
or at full, or half distance.
ARTICLE E L E V E N T H .

Being in column by company, closed in mass, to
form

divisions.

364. The column being closed in mass, right in
front, and at a halt, when thr; colonel shall wish to
form divisions, he will command :
1. Form divisions.

2. Left companies,

3. MARCH (or double

6*

left—FACE.

quick—MARCH.)
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365. At the first cfiiimand, the captains of the left
companies will caution them to face to the left.
366. At the second command, the left companies
will face to the left, and their captains will place
themselves by the side of their respective left guides.
367. The right companies, and their captains, will
stand fast, but the right and left guides of each of
these companies will place theiuselves respectively
before the right and left files of the company, both
guides facing to the right, and each resting his right
arm gently against the breast of the fnmt rank man
of the file, in order to mark the direction.
368. At the command march, the left companies
only will put themselves in march, their captains
standing fast; .as each shall see that his company,
filing past, has nearly cleared the column, he 'wiC
command:
1. Such company.

2. HALT.

3. FRONT.

369. The first command will be given when the
company shall yet have four paces to march ; the
second at the instant it shall have cleared its right
company, and the third immediately after the second.
370. The company having faced to the front, the
files, if there be intervals between them, will
promptly incline to the right; the captain will place
himself on the left of the right company of the division, and align himself correctly on the front rank of
that company.
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37 i. The left guide will place himself at the same
time before one of the three left files of his company,
face to the ri^jht, and cover correctly the guides of
the rinht company; the uiument his captain sees him
established on the direction, he will command :
Right—TiRESS.
372 At this, the left company will dress forward
on the alignment of the right company ; the front
i-ank man, who may find himself opposite to the left
guide, will, without preceding his rank, rest lightly
his breast against the right arm of this guide : the
captain of the left company will direct its aligmnent
on this man, and the alignment being assured, he will
comntand. F R O N T ; but not quit his position.
373. The Cfdoi^el seeing the divisions formed, will
command:
Guides—POSTS.

.374. At this, the guides who have marked the
fronts of divisions will return to their .places in column, the left guide of each right company passing
through the interval in the centre of the division, and
the captains will place themselves as prescribed No.
75.
375. The colonel, from the directing flank of the
column, will superintend the general execution of the
movement.
376. If the column be in march, instead of at a
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halt, when the colonel shall wish to form divisions, he
will command :
1. Form divisions.
flank.

2. Left companies, by the left

3. MARCH (or double quick—MARCH.

377. At the first command, the captains of the
right companies will command, Mark time, the captains of the left companies will caution their companies to face by the left flank.
378. At the third command, the right companies
will mark time, the left companies will face to the
left; the captains of the left companies will each see
his company file past him, and when it has cleared
the column, will command :
Such company by the right flank^r-MARCH.
As soon as the divisions are formed, the colonel
will command:
4. Forward.

5. MARCH.

379. At the fifth command, the column will resume
the gait at which it was marching previous to the
commencement of the movement. The guides of
each division will remain on the right and left of their
respective companies ; the left guide of the right
company will pass into the line of file closers, before
the two companies are united ; the right guide of the
left company will step in the rear rank. The captains will place themselves as prescribed No. 75.
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Being in column at full Or half distance to form
divisions.
380. If the column be at a halt, and, instead of
being closed in mass, is at full or half distance, divisions will be formed in the same manner ; but the
captains of the left-companies, if the movement be
made in quick time, after commanding F R O N T , will
each place himself before the centre of bis company,
and command. 1. Such company forward.
2..Guide
right. 3. MARCH. If the movement be made in
double quick time, each will command as soon as his
company has cleared the column :
1. Such company by the right flank. 2. MARCH.
381. The right guide of each company will so
direct his march as to arrive by the side of the man
on the left of the right company. The left company
being nearly up vyith the rear ranteof the right company, its captain will halt it, and the movement will
be finished as prescribed No. 371 and following.
38-2. If the left be in front, the movement will be
executed by inverse means; the right companies will
confor_m themselves to what is prescribed abo% for
the left companies ; and the two guides, placed respectively, before the right and left files of each left
company, will face to the left. At the command,
G«i(/es ;)osts, given by the colonel, the guides, who
have marked the front of divisions, and th • captains,
will quickly retake their places in'the column.
383. If the c<vliimn be marching at full distance,
the divisions will be formed as prescribed No. 196.
If it be marching at half distance, the formation will

86

SCHOOL OE, THE-BATTALION—PART IIL

take place by the commands, and according to the
principles indicated No. 376 ; if the column be matching in double quick time, the companies which should
mark time will march in quick time by the commands
of their captains.
Rem arks on the formation of divisions from a halt.
3;-'4. As this movement may be considered as the
element of deployment-, it ought to be executed with
the utmost accuracy.
385. If companies marching by the flank do not
preserve exactly their distiinces, there will be openings between the files at the instant of facing to the
front.
366. If captains halt their companies too early,
they will w'ant space, and the files which have not
cleared the flanks of the standing companies will not
be able to dress into line without pushing their ranks
laterally.
387. If, on the contrary, the ouipanies be halted
too late, it will be necessary for them to incline to
the right or left in dressing; and in deph)yinents,
either of these fauUs would lead to error in the followitf^ companies.
388. As often as a guide shall have to step out to
place himself befoie his subdivision in order to mark
the direction, he will be particularly ca refill to place
himself so as to be opposite to one of the three outer
files of the Bubdivitiiin when they shall be aligned: if
he take too much distance, and neither of those files
finds itself against him, the chiefs of the subdivision
will have no assured point on which to direct the
alignment.
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P A E T FOURTH.
Different modes of passing from the order in column to
the order in battle.
ARTICLE FIRST.

Manner of determining the line of battle.
389. The line of battle may be marked or determined in three different manners : 1st, by placing
two markers ei^rhty or a hundred paces apast, on the
direction it is wished to give to the line; 2rf^ by
placing a marker at the point at which it may be intended to rest a flank, and then choosing a second
point towards, or beyond the opposite flank, and
there posting a socond marker distant from each
other a little less than the leading subdivision ; 3d,
by choosing at first the points of direction for the
flanks, and then determining, by intermgdiate points,
the straght line between those selected points, both
of which may sometimes be beyond reach.
A R T I C L E SECOITO.

Different modes of passing from column at full dis• «

tance into line of battle.
1.
2.
3
4.

To the left (or right)\
On the right (or left) f. . ,.
^ t, iii
Forward;
^ !>into Ime of battle,
Faced to the rear,
J

?B
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1st. Column at full distance, right in front, to the left
into line of battle.
390. A column, right in front, being at a halt, when
the colonel shall wish to form it to the left into line,
he will assure the. positions of the guides by the
means previously indicated, and then command:
1. Left into line, wheel. 2. MARCH (or double quick
MARCH.)

391. At the first commaud, the right guide of the
leading company will hasten to. place himself on the
direction of the left guides of the column, face to
them, and place himself so as to be opposite to one of
the three right files of his company, when they shall
be in line : he will be assured in this position by tiie
lieutenant colonel.
392. At the coiirmand march, briskly repeated by
the captains, the left front rank man of each company will face to the left, and rest his breast lightly
against the right arm of his guide ; the companies
will wheel to the left on the principle of wheeling
from a halt, conforming themselves to what is prescribed, school of the compTany, No. 239 : each captain will tui-n to his company, to observe the execution of the movement, and when the right of the
company shall arrive at three paces fr< m the line of
battle, he will command :
I. Such company.

2. H A L T .
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.393. The company being halted, the captain will
place himself on the line by the side of the left front
rank man of the company next on th(.' right, align
himself correctly and command :
3.

Right—BRE^:^,

394. At this command, the company will dress up
between the captain and the front rank man ort its
left, the captain directing the aignment on that man ;
the front rank man on the right of the right company,
wb(j finds himself opposite to its right guide, will
lightly rest his breast against the left arm of this
guide.
395. Each captain, having aligned his company,
will command. FRONT, and ihe colonel will add :
Guides—PoSTS.
396. At this command, the guides will return to
their places in line of battle, each passing through
the nearest capt.iin's interval ; to permit him to pass,
the c.iptnin will momentarily step before the first
file of his company, and the covering sergeant behind
the same filfe. This rule is general for all the formations into tine of battle,
.397. When companies form line of battle, file
closers will always place themselves exactly two
paces from the rear rank, which will sufficiently assure their alignment.
308. The battalion being correctly aligned, .the
colonel, lieutenant colonel, and major, as well as the
adjutant and sergeant major, will return to their reanef.}-,tT£. T\l:,r.fia i n linA nl* hnffl/a

'This v,tla i„
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for all the formations into line of battle; nevertheless,
the battalion being in the school of the elementary
instruction, the colouel will go to any point he may
deem necessary.
399. A column with left in front, will form it
self to the right into line of battle, according to the
same principles ; the left guide of the left company
will place hi'mself, at the first command, on the direction of the right guides, in a manner corresponding to
what is prescribed, No. 391, for the right guide of
the right company.
400. At the command guides posts, the captaius
will take their places in line of battle as well as the
guides. This rule is general for all formations into
line of battle in which the companies are aligned by
the left,
401. A column by division may form itself into line
of battle by the same commands, and means, but
observing what follows ; if the right be in front, at
the command halt, given, by the chiefs of division, the
left guide of each right company will place himself
on the alignment opposite to one of the three files on
the left of his company ; the left guide of the first
company will be assured on the direction by the lieutenant colonel ; the left guides of the other right
companies will align themselves correctly on the division guides ; to this end, the division guides (on the
alignment) will invert, and h(dd their pieces up perpeiidicnlurly before the centre of their bodies, at the
c_omm;iiid left into line, wheel. If the column by division be with the left in front, the liyht guides of
left coinpa.ines will conform themselves to wiiat has
.just been prescribed for the left guides of right com-
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panics, and place themselves on the line opposite to
one of the three right files of their respective companies.
402. A column in march will be formed into line,
without halting, by the same commands and means.
At the command march, the guides will halt in their
places, and the lieutenant colonel will promptly rectify their positions.
403. If, in forming the column into line, the colonel
should wish to move forward, without halting, he will
command:
1. By companies left wheel.

2. MARCH (or douhle

quick—MARCH.)

404. At the Qommand march, briskly repeated by
the captains, each company will wheel,to the left on
a fixed pivot, as prescribed in the school of the company ,No. 261; the left guides-will step back into the
rank of file closers before the wheel is completed,
and when the right of the e<mipanies shall arrive near
the line, the colonel will command :
3. Forward.

4. MARCH.

5. Guide centre.

, 405. At the fourth command, given at the instant
the wheel is completed, the companies will march directly to the front. At the fifth command, the color
and the general guides will move rapidly six paces to
the front. The colonel will assure the direction of
the color, the captains of companies and the men
will, at once, conform themselves to the principles of
the march iu line of battle, to be hereinafter indicated, No. 587, and following.

92

SCHOOL OF THE BATTALION—PART IV.

406. The same principles are applicable to a column left in front.
By inversion to the right (or left) into line of battle.
407. When a column, i*ight in front, shall be under
the necessity of forming itself into line faced to the
reverse flank, and the colonel shall wish to execute
this formation by the shortest movement, he will
command:
1. By inversion, right into line, wheel. 2. Battalion,
guide right.
408. At the first command, the lieutenant colonel
will place himself in front, and facing to the right
guide of the leading subdivision ; at the second command, he will rectify,-as promptly as possible, ttie
direction of the right guides of the column; the
captain of the odd company, if there be one, and the
column be by division, will promptly bring the right
of his company on the direction, and at compaany distance from the division next in front; the left guide
of the leading subdivisiim will place himself on the
direction of the right guides, and will be assured in
his position by the lieutenant colonel; which being
executed, the colonel will command :
3. MARCH (or double

quick—MARCH.)

409. At this, the right front rank man of each subdivision will fa- e to the right, rest his breast lightly
against the left arm of his guide, and the battalion
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will form itself to the right into line of battle, according to the principles prescribed; which being executed, the colonel will command :
Guides—POSTS.

410. If the column be with the left in front, it will
form itself, by inversion, t« the left into line, according to the same principles.
411. If the colonel should wish the battalion, when
formed into line of battle, to be -moved forward, the
movement will be executed by the comiriands, and
according to the principles indicated in No. 403; al
ways preceding the command, by companies right (or
left) wheel, by the command, by inversion.
Successive formations.
412. Under the denomination of successive formations are included all those formations where the
several subdivisions of a column arrive one after another on the line of battle; such are formations on
the right, orjpft, forward and faced to the rear into
line of battle, as well as deployments of columns in

413. The successive formations which may be ordered when the column is marching, and is to continue marching, will be executed by a combination of
the two gaits, quick and double quick time.
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2. Column at full distance, on the right (or on the
left), into line of battle.
414. A column by compiiny, at full distance and
right in front, having to form itself on the right into
line of battle, the colonel will indicate to the lieutenant colone! a little in advance, the point of appui, or
rest, for the right, as well as the point of direction to
the left; the lieutenant colonel will hasten with two
markers, and establish them in the following manner
on the direction indicated.
415. The first marker will be placed at the point
of appui for the right front rank man of the leading
company; the second will indicate the point where
one of the three left files of the same company will
rest when in line ; they will be placed so as to present the right shoulder to the battalion when formeA
416. These dispositions being made, the colonel
will command:
1. On the right, into line.

2. Battalion, guide right.

417.. At the second command, the right will become the directing flank, and the touch of the elbow
will be to that side ; the right guide of the leading
company will march straight forward until up with
the turning point, and each following guide will
march in the trace of the one i-mmediately preceding.
418. The leading company being nearly up with
the first marker, its captain will command: 1. Right
turn, and when the company is precisely up with this
marker, he will add: 2. MARCH.
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419. At the command march, the company will
turn to the right; the right guide will so direct himself as to bring the man next to him opposite to the
right marker, and when at three paces from him, the
captain w ill command :
1. First company.

2. H A L T .

4-iO. At the second command, the company will
halt; the files, not yet in line, will form promptly
the left guide will retire as a file closer ; and the captain will then command :
3

Right—DRESS.

421. At this command, the company will align itself; the two men who find themselves opposite to
the two markers, will each lightly rest his breast
against the right arm of his marker; the captain passing to the right of the front rank, will direct the alignment on these^wo men. These rules are general for
all successive formations.
4-22. The second company will continue to march
straight forward ; when arrived opposite to the left
flank of the preceding company, it will turn to the
right, and be formed on the line of battle, as has just
been prescribed; the right guide will direct himself
so as to come upon that line by the side of the man
on the left of the first company.
423. At the distance of three paces from the line
of battle, the company will be halted by its captain,
who will place himself briskly by the side of the man
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on the left of the preceding company,'and align himself correctly on its front rank.
424. The left guide will, at the same time, place
himself before one of the three left files of his company, and facing to the right he will place himself
accurately on the directiou of the two markers of
the preceding company.
425. The captain will then command :
Right—-DRESS.

426. At this command, the second company will
dress forward on the line ; the captain will direct its
alignment on the front raidi man who has rested his
breast against the left guide ot the company.
427 The following conipanies will thus come successively to form themselves on the line of battle,
each conforming itself to what has just been piescribed for the one next to the right; and when they
shall all be established, the colonel will command:
Guides—PoSTS.
428. At this command the guides will take their
places in line of battle, and the markei's placed before the right company will retire.
429. If the column be marching in quick time, and
the colonel should wish to cause the movement to be
executed, in double quick time, he will add the command: Double quick—MARCH." At the command
march, all the companies will take the double quick
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step, and the movement will be executed as prf scribed. No. 417, and following.
430. The colonel willfidlow-up the formation, passing along in front, and beii>g always opposite to, the
company about to turn; it is thus that he will be the
better able to see and to correct the-error that would
result from a command given too soon or too late to
the preceding company.
431. Tha lieutenant colonel will, with the greatest
care, assure the direction of the guides; to this end,
the instant that the markers are established for the
leading company, he will move ,a littlB beyimdr. the
point at which the left fif the next company will
reslr, establish himself correctly on the prolongation
of the two markers, and assure-the guide of the second company o'n this direction ; this guide being assured-, the lieutenant cohjiiel will place himself farther to the rear, in order to assure in like manner,
the guide of the third company, and so oa successively, to the left of the battalion. In assuring the
guides of their positions on the line of battle, he will
take care to let them first place themselves, and confine himself to rectifying their positions, if thay do
not cover accurately, anff'at.'thp proper distance, the
preceding guides or markers. J ^ i s rule is general
for all successive formations.
432. A co'lunin, left in front, will form itself on the
left into line of battle according to the same princtples; the captains will goto the left of their respective'
companies to align them, and rtiift afterwards to their
proper flanks, as prescribed, No.-4'OO.
7*
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Remarks on the formation on the right, or left, into line
of battle.
433. In order that this movement may be executed
with regularity, if is necessary to establish the line of
battle so that the guide of each company, after turning, may have at least ten steps to take, in order to
come upon that line.
434. In the first exercises, the line of battle will
be established on a direction parallel to that of the
column ; but when the captains and guides shall comprehend the mechanism of the movement, the colonel
will generally choose oblique directions, in order to
babituate the battalion to form itself in any direction.
435. When the direction of the line of battle forms
a sensible angle with that of the inarch of the columD,
the colonel, before beginning the movement, will give
the head of the column a new-direction parallel to
that line; to this end, he will indicate to the guide of
the leading company a point in advance, on which
this guide will immediately direct himself, and the
company will conform itself-to the direction of its
guide,' at the command, 6r on a mere caution, of the
captain, according as the change of direction may require ;• each following company will make the same
movement, on the same ground, as it shall successively arrive. By this means the guides of all the companies in the column will ha-ve, after turning, nearly
the same number of jiaces to take in order to come
• upon the line of battle.
436. Every captain will always observe, in placing
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himself on that line, not to give the command dress,
until after the guide of his company shall have been
assured on the direction by the lieutenant colonel.
This rule is general for all successive formations.
437. Each captain will cause his company to support arms, the instant that the captaip, who fidloWs
him, shall have commanded/ronf. This rule is general for all successive formations.
438. When in the execution of this movement, the
colonel shall wish to commence firing, he will give
the order to that efi'ect to the captain v(4hose company is the first in line of battle; this captain will immediately'place himself behind the centre "of his company, and as soon as.the nextcaptain shall have commanded front, he will coinmenfce the fire by file, by
the commau^s prescribed, school of the company.
At the command flre by file, the marker at the Outer
file of this first company will retire, and the other
will place himself .against the nearest man of t^e
next company. The caplain of.th,e latter will commence firing as soon as the captain of the third com"pany, in line, shall have commanded/ron«,- the marker before the nearest file of the second company, in
line, will now retire, and the guide before the opposite flank will place'himself before the nearest fi,le of
the third company, inlinej'and so ojf, in continuation,
to the last company on the Igft or right of the 'battalion, according as the-formatibn may have commenced
with the right or left in front.
439. In all- the successive formations, the same
principles will be observed for the execution of the
fire by file. This fire will always be executed by the
command of each captain of company.
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3d. Column at full distance, forward into line of battle.
440. A column being by company, at full distance,
right in front, and at a halt, when the colonel shall
wish to form it forward into line, he will conform
to what is prescribed No8. 414 and 415, and then
command:
1. Forward info line.

2. By company, left half wheel.

3. MARCH (or double quick—ISfflRQH;')

441. At tife first command, the' captain of the leading company will add gu^de right, put the. company
in march, halt it three paces from the markers, and
align it against the latter by the right.
442. At the" command march, all the other companies will wheel to the left on fixed pivots; and,at
the instant the colonel shall judge, according to the
direction" of the line of battle, that the companies
have sufficiently wTieeled, he will command:
4. Forward.

5. MARCH. ' 6. Guide right.

443. At the fifjth command, thfe companies ceasing
to wheel, will march -straight'-fbrw9,rd, and at the
sixth, the men will-touch elbows to-wards the right.
The right guide of the second,company, who is nearest to the line of battle, will march str&ight forward;
each succeeding right guide will follow the file immediately before him at the cessation of the wheel.
444. The second company having arrived opposite
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to the left file of the first, its captain will cause it to
turn to the right, iu order to approach the line of battle; and when its right guide shall be at three paces
from that line, the captain will command:
I. Second"company.

2. H A L T .

445. At the second command, the company will
halt; the files not yet in line with the guide- will
come into it promptly, the left g'uide w-ill place hims'elf on the line of battle, so''!|8 to be opposite to one
of the three files on the left of the company ; and as
soon'as he is assured on the-direction by the lieutenant colonel, the captain, hriving placed himself accurately on the iiUe-Qf battle, will command:
3.

Right—DRESS.

446. At the instant that the guide of the second
company begins to turn to the right the guide of the
third, ceasing to follow the file immediately before
him, will.march straight fofWard; and, when he*shall
arrive opposite tothe Iffft of the second, his captain
will cause the company to turn to the right, in order
to approach the line of battle, halt it at three paces
from that line, and align it by the right, as prescribed
for the secondcompany.
447. Each following company will execute what
has just been prescribed for the third, as the preceding ctnnpany shall turn to the right, in order to approach the line of battle.
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448. The formation ended, the colonel will command :
Guides—POSTS.

449. The colonel and lieutenant colonel will observe in this formation, what is-prescribed for them
on the right into line.
450. A column left in frojit, will form itself forward into line of battle according to the same principles and by inverse means.
451. When a column by company at full di^tance,
right in front, and in march, shall arrive behind the
right of the line on which it is to form into battle, the
colonel and lieutenant colonel will "conform lAiemselves to what is prescribed Nos. 4l4 and 415.
452. The head of the column having arrived at
company distance from the two markers established
on the line, the colonel will command:
1. Forward into line.

2. By company, left half wheel.

3. MARCH (or double

quick—MARCH.^

458. At-the first comrrfand, the captain Of the first
company will command Gutde right, and caution it
to march directly to the fropt, the captains of the
other companies will caution them to wheel- to the
left.
454. At the command march, briskly repeated by
the captains, the first company will continue to march
to the front, ta.king the touch of elbows to the right.
Its chief will halt it at three paces from the markers, and align it by the right. The other companies
will wheel to the left on fixed pivots, and at the in-
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stant the colonel shall judge that they have wheeled
sufficiently, he will command:
4. Forward.

5. MARCH.

6. Guide right.

455. At the fifth command, the companies wiU
cease to wheel and move forward. A t the sixth, they
will take the touch of elbows to the right. The
movement will be executed as previously explained.
456. If the-colonel should wish-to form the column
forward into line, and continue to march in this
order, he will not cause markers to be established;
the movement will be executed in double quick time,
by the same commands and means, but with the following modifications.
457. At the first command, the captain of the first
company will add quick time after4;he command^uirfe
right. At the second command, the -first company
will continue to march in quick time, and will take
the touch of elbows to the right; its chief will immediately place himself on its right, and to -^ssure the
march will take points of direction to the front. The
captain of the second company will cause his company to take the same gait as soon as it shall arrive
on a line with the first, and will also move to the
right of his company; the captains of the third and
fourth comp.inies will execute successively what has
just been prescribed for the second. The companies
will preserve the touch of elbows to the right, until
the'command^wirfe centre.
458. When the -color company shall have entered
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the line, the colonel will command guide centre. At
this command, the color-bearer and the right general
guide will move rapidly six paces in advance of the
line. The colonel will assure the direction of the
color-Learer. The lieutenant colonel and the right
companies will immediately conform themselves to
the principles of the march in line of battle. The
left companies and the left general guide', as they arrive on the line, ^^ill also confiirm to the same principles. If the column be marching in double quick
time, when the last company shall have arrived on the
line, the colouel vrtll cause the double quick to be
resumed.,
*
459. It is not necessary that the movement be entirely completed, before halting the battalion. As
soon as the part of the battalitm already formed shall
have arrived on the line of- battle, the colonel will
halt the battalion; the companies not in line wiltach
complete the movement.
Remarks on the formation forward, into line of battle.
460. The precision of this movement depends on
the direction the companies have at the moment the
colonel commands Forward^MARCH.
The colonel
will judge nicely the point of time for giving this
command, observing that, if the direction of the line
of battle form with that of the column a right or
nearly a right nngle, the companies ought to wheel
about the eighth of the circle, and that the moie accurate the angle formed bythe two directions, so much the
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more the companies ought to wheel before marching
straight forward.
461 It is important that each company in marching towards the line of battle should turn exactly
opposite the pi ant where its captain ought to place
himself on. that line; if a company turn too soon, it
will find itself masked, in part, by that vyljich precedW it on the line of battle, and be obliged to unmask itself by the oblique step; if it turn too late,
it will leave an interval between itself and the preceding company to be regained.in like manner. In
eithei; case, the next comi any will, be led into error,
and the fault propagated to the opposite flank of the
battalion.
4' 2.~'rhe guide of each co.mpany ought so to regulate himself in turning, as to bring his company to the
halting point parallelly with the line of battle.
463. If the angle formed by the line of battle and
the primitive direction of the column be so acute, that
the companies -on arriving opposite to their respective places on the line of battle, find themselves nearly parallel to it, the captains will not give the command right (or left) turn, but each halt his'company,
place himself on the line, and command :
Right (or left)—^Dress.
464. Jf, on the contrary, the angle formed by the
line of battle and the primitive direction of the
column be much greater thao a right angle, the
formation should be executed not by the movenieiit/3^ward into line of battle, but by that of om tlie right (or
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left) into line of battle, and according to the principles prescribed for this formation.
465 If a company encounter an obstacle suflicient
to prevent it from marching by the front, it will right
(or left) face in marching, by the comqjaqds and
means indicated in the school of the company, Nos.
314 and 31'5. The guide will continue to followthe
same file behind which he was marching, and will
maintain exactly the same distance from the company immediately preceding his own. The obstacle being.passed, the company will be formed into lipe hy
the commaud of its captain.
Ath. Column at full distance, faced to the ,rear, into
line of battle.
466. A column being by company, at full distance,
right in front, and at a halt, when the colonel shall
wish to form it into line faced to the rear, he and the
lieutenant cidoiiel will conform themselves to what is
prescribed Nos. 414 and 415, and the colonel will
then command:
1. Into line, faced to the rear.
•FACE.

2. Battalion, right—

3. MARCH (or double

quick—MARCH).

467. At the first command, the captain of the leading company will cause it to face to the right, and-put
it in march, ca,usingit to wheel by file to the left, and
direct its march towards the line of battle which it
will pass in rear of thejeft marker; the first file
having passed three paces beyond the line, the company will wheel again by file to the left, in order to
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place itself in rear of the two markers ; being in
this position, its captain will halt it, face it to the
front,, and align it by the right against the markers.
468. At thg second command, all the other companies will fitce to the right, each captain placing himself by the side of his right guide.
469. At the command march, the companies will
put themselves iji movement; the left guide of the
second, who is nearest to the line of battle, will hasten
in advance to mark that line ; he will place himself
on it as prescribed above for successive formations,
and thus indicate to his captain the point at which he
ought to pass the "line of battle, by three paces, in
order to wheel by file to the left, and then to direct
his company parallelly to that line.
470. As soon as the first file of this company shall
have arrived near the left file gf the preceding one
already on the line of battle, its captain will command :
1. Second compatiy.

2. H A L T .

3. F R O N T .

4.

Right—DRESS.

471. The first command will, be given when the
company shall yet have four paces to take to reach
the halting point.
472. At the second command, the company will
halt.
473. At the third, the company will face to the
front, and if their be openings between the files, the
latter will promptly close to the right; the'baptaiii
will immediately place himsfelf by the side of the man
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on the left of the preceding company, and align himself on its front rank.
474. The fourth command will be executed as prescribed, No. 426.
^
475. The following companies will be conducted
and established on the line of battle as just prescribed for the second, each regulating itself by the one
that precedes i t ; the left guides vvill detach themselves in time to precede their respective companies
on the line by twelve or fifteen paces, and each place
himself so as to be opposite to one of the three left
files of his company, when in line. If the movement
be executed in double quick time, the moment it is
commenced, all the left guides will detach themselves
at the same time from the column, and will move at
a run to establish themselves on the line of battle.
476. The formatign ended, the colonel will com
mand:
Guides—FosTS.
477. The colonel and lieutenant colonel, in this
formation, will each observe what is prescribed for
him in that of on the right, into line of battle.
478. A column, left in front, will form itself faced
to the rear into line of battle, according to the same
principles, and by inverse means.
479. If the column be in march, and should arrive
in front of the right of the line on which it is to form
into battle, .the colonel and lieutenant col, uel will
conform to what.is prescribed, Nos. 414 and 415.
480. When the head of the column shall be nearly
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at company distance from the two markers established on the line, the colonel will command:
1. Into line, faced to the rear. 2. Battalion, hy the
right flank. 3. MAkCH (or double quick—MARCH.)
481. At the first command, the captains wiU caution their companies to face by'the right flank.
482. At the command march, briskly repeated by
the captains of companies, all the'companies will face
to the..iight; the first comjianytwill then.wheel by file
to the left, and be directed by its captain a little to
the rear of the' left njarker ; then pass three paces
beyond the line, and wheel again by tile to the left;
having arrived on the line, the captain will halt the
company, and align it by the right. The remaining
part of the movement will be executed as heretofore
explained.
483. The foregoing principles are applicable to a
column, left in front-.
-484. As the companies approach the line of battle,
it is necessary that fjie captains should so direct the
march as to c^;oss t.hat line aiittle in rear of their respective guides, who are faced to the basi-s of the
formation ; henc^^each guide ought to .detach himself
in time to find himself co/rectly established on t^e
direction before his Company shall come up "with
him.
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ARTICLE. THIRD.

Formation in line of battle by two movements.
485. If a column by company, right in front, and
at a halt, find itself in part on the line of battle, and
the cidonel should think pi oper to form line of battle before all the companies enter .the new direction,
the foimation will be executed In the following manner.
486. It will be supposed that the column has arrived behind the line of battle, and that five companies have entered the new direction. The colonel
having assured the guides of the first five comj)ames
on the direction, will comniand :
1. Left into line, wheel. 2. Three rear companies,
forward into line.

'

487. At the second command, the chief of each of
the rear companies will command: By company, left
half wheel; and the colonel will add :
3. MARCH (or double

quick—MARCH.)

488. At this command, briskly repeated, the first
five companies will form themselves to thg left into
line of battle, and the three last forward, into line of
battle, by the means prescribed for these respective
formations ; each captain of the thj-ee rea r companies
will, when his compainy shall have sufficiently wheeled, command :
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1. Forward.

2. MARCH.

Ill

3. Guide right.

489. If the column be in march, the colonel will
commaud:
1. To the left, and forward into line. 2. MARCH (or
double quick—MARCH. )
490. At the first command, the captains of those
companies which have not entered on the new direction, will command : By company, left half wheel.
At the command march, bri.-^kly repeated, the first five
companies will form left into line, and the last three
forward into line, as prescribed for these respecuve
formations. Those captains who form their companies
forward into line will conform to what is prescribed,
No. 488.
491. If the colonel should wish, in forming the battalion into line, to march it immediately forward, he
wUl command:
1. By company to the left, arid forward into line.
2. MARCH.

492. At the first commatd, each captain, whose
company, is not yet in the. new direction, will command : 1. By company, left %dlf wheel. 2. Double
quick. At the commd,nd marchj- briskly repeated by
the captains, the companies not in the new direction
will execute what is prescribed above for farming
forward into line while marchipg; each of the oth^r
companies will wheel to the left on a fixed pivot,.an.d
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when the right of these companies shall arrive onthe
line, the colonel will command :
3. Forward.

4. MARCH.

5. Guide centre.

493. The fifth command yi'ill be given when the
color-bearer arrives on the line, if not already there,
494. If the battalion be marching in double quick
time, the colonel will cause quick time to be taken
before commencing the movement.
495. If, instead of arriving behind, the column
should arrive before the line of battle, the colonel will
command:,
1. Left into line, wheel. 2. Three rear companies into
line, faced to the rear.
496. At the second command, the captain of each
of the three rear companies will comniand : ] . Such
company; 2. Right^FACE. The colonel will then add:
3. MARCH (or double

quick—MARCH.)

497. At this-command, briskly repeated, the first
five companies will forni themselves to the left into
line of battle, and the three last facfid to the rear, into
line of battle, by the means prescribed for these r ^
spective formations.
498. If the colurhu be in marcii, the colonel will
command:
^
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1. To the left, and into line faced to the rear.
2. MARCH (or double quick—M.\RCH.)
499. This movement will be executed as prescribed
Nos, 391, 480, and following.
500. These several movements iu a column, left in
front, will be executed according to the same principles, and by inverse means.
ARTICLE FOURTH.

Different modes of passing from column at half distance, into line of battle.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Tothe left or (right)
On the right (or left)
Forward by deployment,
Faced to the rear,

^
I - . ,.P . ,,,
f ^™'^ '^°'' "^ °»"'6J

1st. Column at half distance, to the left (or right)
into line of battle.
501. A column at half distance having to form itself to the right (or left) into line of battle, the colonel will cause it to take distances by one of the
means prescribed, Article IX., Part third, of this
school; which being executed, he will form the column into line of battle, as has been indicated. No. 390,
and following.
.502. If a column by company, at half distance be
in march, and it be necessary to form rapidly into line
of battle, the colonel will command :
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1. By the rear of column left (or right) into line, wlieef
2. MARCH (or double

quick—MARCH.)

503. At the first command, the right general guide
will move rapidly to the front, and place himself a
little beyond the point where the head of the column
will rest, and on the prolongation of the guides. The
captain of the eighth company will command : Left
into line, uheel; the other captains will caution their
companies to continue to march to the front.
504.. At the command march, briskly repeated by
the captain of the eighth company, the guide of this
company will halt short, and the company will wheel
to the left, confiirming to the principles prescribed
for wheeling from a halt; when its right shall arrive
near the line, the captain will halt the company, and
align it by the left. The other captains will place
themselves briskly on the flank of the column; when
the captain of the seventh sees there is sufficient distance between his company and the eighth to foi-m
the latter into line, he will command: Left into line,
wheel—MARCH ; the left guide will halt short, and
facing to the rear, will place himself on the line; the
company will wheel to the left, the man on the left of
the front rank will face to the left, and place his breast
against the left arm of the guide; the captain will
halt the compiny when its right shall arrive near the
line, and will align it by the left. The other companies will conform successively to wiiat has just been
prescribed for the seventh.
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505. Each captain will direct the alignment of his
company on the left man in the front rank of the company next on his right.
506. The lieutenant colonel will be watchful that
the leading guide marches accurately on the prolongation of the line ot battle, and directs himself on
the right general guide. The major placed in rear
of the left guide of the eiahth company, will, as soon
as the guide of the seventh company is established on
the direction, hasten in rear of the guides of the other
companies, so as to assure each of them in uccession
on the line.
2. Column at half distance, on the right (or left) into
tine of battle.
507. A column at half distance will form itself on
the right (or left) into line of battle, as prescribed foi
a column at full distance.
3d. Column at half distance, forward, into line oi
battle.
508. If it be wished to form a column at half distance, forvvjird into line of battle, the colonel will first
cause it to close in mass and then deploy it on the
leading company.
Ath. Column at half distance, faced to the rear, into
line of battle.
- .509. A column at half distance will be formed into
line of battle, faced to the rear, as prescribed for a
column at full distance.

IL6
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ARTICLE

FIFTH.

Deployment of columns closed in mass.
510. A column in mass may be formed into line of
battle:
1. Faced to the front, by the deployment.

^

2. Faced to the rear, by the countermarch and
the deployment.
3. Faced to the right and faced to the left, by a
change of direction by the flank, and the deployment. •
511. When a column in mass, by division., arrives
behind the line on which it is intended to deploy it,
the colonel will indicate in advance, to the lieuteqAnt
colonel, the direction of the line of battle, as well as
the point on which he may wish to direct the column.
The lieutenant colonel will immediately detach himself with two markers, and establish them on that
line, the first at the point indicated, the second aiittle
less than the front of a division from the first.
512. Deployments will always be made upon lines
parallel, and lines perpendicular to the line of battle ;
consequently, if the head of the column be near the
line of battle, the colonel will commence by establishing the direction of the column perpendicularly to
that line, if it be not already so, by one of the means
indicated. No. 244 and following, or No. 307 and following. If the column be in march, he will so direct

-•Tl
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it that it may arrive exactly behind the markers, perpendicularly to the line of battle, and halt it at three
paces from that line.
513. The column, right in front, being halted, it 'it
supposed that the colonel wishes to deploy i(; on the
first division; he will order the left general guide ti
go to a point on the line of battle a little beyond thai
at which the left of the battalion will rest when d^.
phiyed, and place himself correctly on the prolonga
•tiou of the markers established before the first divi
dm
sion.
514. These dispositions being made, the colonel wil
commaud:
1. On thefirst division, deploy column.

2. Battalion

left—FACE.

515. At the first-command, the chief of the first di
vision will caution it to stand fast; the chiefs of thi
three other divisions will remind them that they wil
have to face to the left.
516 At the second command, the three last divj
sions will face to the left; the chief of each divisioi
will place himself by the side of its left guide, aa
the junior captain by the side of the covering sex
geant of the left company, who will have stepped int
the front rank517. At the same command, the lieutenant colone
will place a third marker on the alignment of thetw
first, opposite to one of the three left files of the righ
company, first division, and then place himself on th
line of battle a few paces beyond the point at whicj
the left of the second division will rest.
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518. The colonel will-then command:
3. MARCH (or double quick-^MARCH.)
519. At this command, the chief of the first division will go to its right, and command :
Right—DRESS.

520. At this, the division will dress up against the
markers; the chief of the division, and its junior captain, will each align the company on its left, and then
commaijd:
FRONT.

521i The three divisions, faced to the left, will put
themselves in march-; the left guide of the second
will direct himself parallelly to the line of battle ; the
left guides of the third and fourth division will march
abreast with the guide of the second; the guides of
the third and fourth, each preserving the prescribed
distance between himself and the guide of the division
which preceded his own in the column.
52-2. The chief of the second division will not follow its movement; he will see it file by him, and
when its right guide shall be abreast with him, he
will command:
1. Second division.

2. H A L T .

3. F R O N T .
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5;!'!. The first comma.nd will be given when the
division shall yet have seven or eight paces to march;
the second, when the right guide shall be abreast
with the chief of the division, and the third immediately after the second.
52-;. At the second command, the division will halt;
at the third, it will face to the front, and if there be
openings between the files, the chief of the division
will cause them to be promptly closed to the right;
the h i t guides of both companies will step upon the
lino of i);ittle, face to the right, and place themselves
on the direction of the uiarkers e.-.tabli.shed before
the first division, each guide opposite to one of the
three left files of his company.
.")'25. The division having faced to the front, its
chief will place himself accurately on the line of battle, on the left of the first division ; and when he shall
see the guides assured on the direction, he will command, Ri!rlit—DRESS.
At this, the division will be
aligiic.l by the right in the manner indicated for the
first.
52,3. The third and fourth division will continue to
march: at the commind halt, given to the second,
the chief of the third will halt in his own person,
place himself-exactly opposite to the guide,of the
second, after this division shall have faced to the front
and closed its file-; he will see his division file past,
and when his right guide shall be abreast.with him,
he wil! commaud :
1. ridrd division.

2. H A L T .

3. FRONT.

5-37 As soon as the division faces to the front, its
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chief will place himself two paces before its centre,
and command :
1. Third division, forward.

2. Guide right.

3.

.MARCH.

.528. At the third command, the division will march
towards the line of battle; the right guide will so direct himself as to arrive by the side of the man on
the left of the second division, and when the division
is at three paces from the line of battle, its chief will
halt it and align it by the right.
529. The chief of the fourth division will conform
himself (and the chief of the fifth, if there be a fifth)
to what has just been prescribed for the third.
530. The deployment, ended, the colonel will command :
Guides—POSTS.

531. At 'this command, the guides will resume
their places in line of battle, and the markers wUl
retire.
532. If the column be in march, and the colonel
shall wish to deploy it on the first division without
halting the column, he will make the dispositions indicated Nos. 512 and 513, and when the first division
shall have arrived at three paces from the line, he
will command :
1. On the first division, deploy column. 2. Battalion
by the left flank. 3. MARCH (or double quick—
MARCH. )

•
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533. At the first command, the chief of the first
division will cautien it to halt, and will command,
First dicision ; the other chiefs will caution their divisions to face by the left flank.
534. At the command march, briskly repeated by
the chiefs of the rear divisions, the chief of the first
division will command H A L T , and will align his divisioa by the right against the markers ; the other divisions will face to the left, their chiefs hastening to
the left of their divisions. The second division will
confiirm its movements to what is prescribed Nos.
522 and following. The third and fourth divisions
will execute what is prescribed Nos. 5-26 and fidlowing; but the chief of each division will halt in his
own person at the command march given by the
chief of the division which precedes him, and when
the right of his division arrives abreast of him, he
will command:
Such division, by the right

flank—MARCH.

535. The lieutenant colonel will assure the position
of the guides, conforming to what is prescribed No.
431. The major will follow the movement abreast
with the fourth division.
536. If the colonel shall wish to deploy the column
without halting it, and to continue the march, the
markers will not be posted; the movement will be
executed by the same commands and the same means
as the foregoing, but with the following modifications:
537. At the first command, the chief of the first
division will command, 1. Guide right. 2, Quick
time. At the command. Double quick—MARCH, given
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by the colonel, the first division will march in quick
time and will take the touch of plbows to the right
the captains will place themselves on the right of
their respective companies ; the captain on the right
of the battalio.i will take points on the ground to assure the direction of the inarch. The chief of the
second division will allow his division to file pasi
him, and when he sees its right abreast of him, he
will command, 1. Second division, by the right flank
2. MARCH. 3. Gairfe ri^/tf, and when this division shal
arrive on the alignment of the first, he will cause ,ii
to march in quick time. The third and fourth divi
sions will deploy according to the same 'principles ai
the second.
538. The colonel, lieutenant colonel, major, and co
lor-bearer will conform themselves to what is pre
scribed No. 458.
539. The colonel will see, pending the movement
that the principles just prescribed are duly obsei'ved
and particularly that the divisiimj in deploying, b
not halted too soon or too late. '' He will correc
proii'ptly and quickly the faults that may be commit
ted, and prevent their propagation. This rule is gen
eral for all deployments.
540. The column being at a halt, if, instead of de
ploying it on the fii-st, the colonel shall wish to deplo
it on the rearmost division, he will cause the dispos
tions to be made indicated No. 511 and ftdlowing
but it will be the right general guide whom he wi
send to place himself beyond the point at which th
right of the battalion will rest when deployed.
541. The colonel will then command :
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1. On the fourth (or such) division, deploy column.
2. Battalion,

right—FACE.

542. At the first command, the chief of the fourth
division will caution it to stand fast; the chiefs of the
other divisions will caution them that they will have
to face to the right.
543 At the second command, the first three divisions will face to the right; and the chief of each
will place himself by the side of its right guide.
5-14. At the same command, the lieutenant colonel
will place a third marker between the first two, so.
that this marker may be opposite to one of the
three right files of the left company of the division;
the lieutenant colonel will then place himself i n the
line of battle, a few paces beyohd the point at which
the right of the third division will rest when deployed.
545. The colonel will then command :
3. MARCH (or double

quick—MARCH.)

546, At this command, the three right divisions will
put themselves in marcli, the guide of the first so directing himself as to pass three paces within the line
marked by the right general guide. The chief of the
third division will not foUow'its movement; he will
see it file past, halt it wiien its left guide shall be
abreast with him, and cause it to face to the front;
and, if there be openings between the files, he will
cause them to be promptly closed to the left.
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547. The chief of the fourth division, when he sees
it nearly unmasked by the three others, will command :
1. Fourth division, forwrad.

2. Guide left.

3. MARCH

548. At the command march, which will be given
the instant the fourth is unmasked, this division will
approach the line of battle, and when at three paces
from the markers on that line, its chief will halt it,
and command:
Lf/«—DRESS.

549. At this, command, the division will dress forward against the markers; the chief of the division
and the junior captain will each align the company on
his light, and then command:
FRONT.

550. The instant that the third division is unmasked, its chief will cause it to approach the line of battle, and halt it in the manner just prescribed for the
fourth.
551. The moment the division halts, its right guide
and the covering sergeant of its left company will step
on the line of battle, placing themselves on the prolongation of the markers established in front of the
fourth division; as soon as they shall be assured in
their positions, the division will be aligned as has just
been prescribed for the fourth.
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.552. The second and first divisions which will have
continued to march, will, in succession, be halted and
aligned by the left, in the same manner as the third ;
the chiefs of these divisions will conform themselves
to what is prescribed. No. 5'26. The second being
near the line of battle, the command will uot be given for it to move on this line, but it will be dressed
up to it.
553 The deployment ended, the colonel wUl command :
Guides—POSTS.

554. At this command, the chiefs of division and
the guides will resume their places in line of battle,
and the markers will retire.
.555. The lieutenant colonel will assure the positions of the guides by the means indicated. No. 431,
and the major will follow the movement abreast with
the fourth division.
556. If the column be in march, and the colonel
shall wish to deploy it>^n the fourth divisioij, he will
make the dispositions indicated. No. 511 and following ; and when the head of the column shall arrive
within three paces of the line, he will command :
1. On the fourth division, deploy column. 2. Battalion, by the right flank. 3. MARCH (or double quick
—MARCH.)

557. At the first command, the chief of the fourth
division will caution it to halt, and will command,
Fourth division ; the chiefs of the other divisions will
caution their divisions to face to the right.
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558. At the command march, briskly repeated 1
the chiefs .of the first three divisions, the chief of th
fourth will command : H A L T . The first three div
sions wUl face to the right, and be directed parallell
to the line of battle. The chief of each of thes
divisions w i i place himself by the side of its rigl
guide. The chief of the third division wUl see h
division file past him, and when his left guide
abreast of him, he will halt it, and face it to th
front. The chief of the fourth division,, when h
shall see it nearly unmasked, will command:
Fourth division forward; 2. Guide left ; 3. MARCI
(or double quick—MARCH.J This division will mov
towards the line of battle, and when at three pace
from this line, it will be halted by its chief, and aligi
ed by the left.
559. The chief of the third division wUl move hi
division forward, conforming to what has just bee
prescribed for the fourth.
560. The chiefs of the seeoni, a-nd first division!
after halting their divisions, vwiCf conform to what i
prescribed. No. 552.
561. If the colonel should wish to deploy on th
fourth division, without halting the column, and ti
continue to march forward, he wUl not have marker
posted, and the movement will be executed by thi
same commands and the same means, with the follow
ing modifications; the fourth division, when un
nasked, will be moved forward in quick time, am
will continue to march, instead of being halted, am
will take the touch of elbows to theleft. The thin
division, on being unmasked, will be moved to tht
front in double quick time, but when it arrives on th(
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alignment of the fourth it will take the quick step,
and dress to the left until the C(Hn-marfd Guide centre,
is given by the colonel The chiefs of the second and
first divisi(ms will cimform to what.hasbeen prescribed for the third. When the first division shall arrive
(ip the line, the cohmel may cause the battalion to
take the double quick step.
563. The colonel and lieutenanF colonel will conform to what has been prescribed, Nos. 438 and
459.
563. To deploy the column on an interior division,
the colonel will cause the line to be traced by the
means above indicated, and the general guides will
move briskly on the line, as prescribed Nos. 513 and
540. This being executed, the colonel will command:
1. On such division, deploy column. 2. Battalion
outwards—FACE.
3. MARCH (or double quick—
MARCH.)

564. Whether the column be with the right or left
in front, the divisions which, in the order in battle,
behmg to the right of the directing one, will fiice to
the right; the others, except the directing division,
will face to the left; the divisions in front of the latter
will deploy by the means indicated. No. 542, and following ; those in its rear will deploy as is prescribed,
No. 513, and following.
565. The directing division, the instant it finds itself unmasked, will approach the line of battle, taking
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the guide left or right, according as the right or left
of the column may be in front. The chief of this division will align it by the directing flank, and then
step back into the rear, in order momentarily to give
place to the chief of the next for aligning the next
division.
566. The lieutenant colonel will assure the positions
of the guides of divisions, which in the line of battle,
take the right of the directing division, and the
major will assure the positions of the other guides.
567. If the column be in march, the colonel will
command :
1. On such division, deploy column. 2. Battalion,
by the right and left flanks. 3. MARCH (or double

quick—MARCH.)

568. The divisions which are in front of the direc
ing one will deploy by the means indicated, Nos. 557,
and fidlowing ; those in rear, as prescribed, No. 5'.i3,
and following.
569. The directing division, when unmasked, will
Conform to what is prescribed for the fourth division.
No. 558.
570. The colonel, lieutenant colonel and major will
conform to what has been prescribed, Nos. 458 and
459.
571. In a column, left in front, deployments will be
executed according to the same principles, and by inverse means.
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Remarks on the deployment of columns, closed in

572. All the-divisions ought to deploy rectangularly,
to march off abreast, and to preserve their distances
towards the line of battle.
573. Each division, the instant that it is unmasked,
ought to be marched towards the line of battle, and
to be aligned upon it by the flank next to the directing division-; the latter, whether the right or left be
in front, will always be aligned by the flank next to
the point of appui, when the deployment is made on
the first or k s t division ; but if the column be deployed on an interior division, this division will be
aligned by the flank which was that of direction.
574. The chiefs of division will see that, in deploying, the principles prescribed for marching by the
flank are well observed, and if openings between the
files occur, which ought not to happen except on bro
ken or difficult grounds, the openings ought to be
promptly closed towards the directing flank as soon
as the divisions face to the front.
575. If a chief of division give the command halt,
or the command, by the right or left flank, too soon or
too late, his division will be obliged to oblique to
the right or left in approaching the line of battle, and
his fault may lead the following subdivision into
error.
576. In the divisions which deploy by the left flank,
it is always the left guide of each company who ought
to place himself on the line of battle, to mark the
9'
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direction; in divisions which deploy by the right
flank, it is the right guide.
577. A column by company, closed in mass, may
be formed to the left or to the right into line, in the
same manner as a column at half distance, and by the
means indicated. No. 502, and following.
578. A column by company, closed in mass, may
be formed on the right or on the left into line of
battle, as a column at half distance ; but in order to
execute this movement, without arresting the march
of the column, it is necessary that the guides avoid,
with the greatest care, shortening the step in turning,
and that the men near them, respectively, conform
themselves rapidly to the movements of their guides.
Remarks on inversions.
579. Inversions giving frequently the means of
forming line of battle, in the promptest manner,
are of great utility in the movements of an army.
580. The application that may be made of inversions in the formations to the right and to the left in
line of battle, has been indicated, No. 407, and following. They may also be advantageously employed in
the successive formations, except in that of faced to
the rear, into line of battle.
581. Formations, by inversion, will be executed according to the same principles as formations in the
direct order: but the colonel's first comniand will
always begin by inversion.
582. The battalion being in line of battle by inver-
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sion, when the colonel shall wish, by forming it into
column, to bring it bacK to the direct ordef, he will
cause it either to break or to ploy by company, or
by division, accordingly as the ccduinn may have been
by company or by division before it had been formed
into line of battle by inversion.
583. When a battalion in line of battle, formed by
inversion, has to be deployed into column, the movement will be executed according to the same principles as if the line were in the direct order, but observing what follows584. If it be intended that the column shall be by
diyishm, with the first iu front, or by company, with
the first company io front, the colonel will announce
iu the second command—left in front, because the
battalion being in line of battle by inversion, that subdivision is on the left.
585. Each chief whose subdivision takes position
in the column in front of the directing one, will conduct his subdivision till it halts ; and each chief whose
subdivision takes position in rear of the directing one,
wUl halt in his own person when up with the preceding right guide, and see his subdivision file past;
and each chief will align his subdivision by the right.
When the column is to be put in march, the second
command will be—guide left, because the proper
right is in front.
586. For the same reason, if it be intended that
the last subdivision shall be in front, right in front,
will be announced in the second command; the subdivisions will be aligned by the left, and to put the
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column in march, the second command will be, guide
right, because the proper left is in frout.

PAET FIFTH.
ARTICLE FIRST.

To advance in line of battle.
587. The battalion being correctly aligned, and
supposed to be the directing one, when the colonel
shall wish to march in line of battle, he will give the
lieutenant cololielan intimation of his purpose, place
himself about forty paces in rear of the color-file and
face to the front.
'
588. The lieuten^int colonel wiLplace himself a like
distance in front of the same file, and face to the
colonel, who will establish him as correctly as possible, by signal of the sword, perpendicularly to the
line of battle opposite to the color-bearer. The colonel will next, above the- heads of the lieutenant
colonel and color-bearer, take a. point of direction in
the field beyond, if a distinct one present itself, ex-actly in the prolongation of those first two points.
589. The colonel will then move twenty paces farther to the rear, and establish two markers on the
prolongation of the straight line passing through the
color-bearer and the lieutenant colonel; these markers
will faee to the rear, the first placed about twentyfive paces behind the rear rank of the battalion, and
the second at the same distance from the first.
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590. The color-bearer will be instructed to take
the moment the lieuteuant colonel shall be establisl
ed on the perpendicular, two points on the ground i
the straight line which, drawn from himself, woul
pass between the heels of that officer; the first r
these points will bo taken at fifteen or twenty pace
from the color-bearer.
591. These dispositions being made, the colon(
will command :
1. Battalion, forward.
592. At this, the front rank of the color-guard wi
advance six paces to the front; the corporals in th
rear rank will place themselves in the front rank, an
these will be replaced by those in the rank of file cU
sers ; at the same time the two general guides wi
move in advance, abreast with the color-bearer, th
one on the right, opposite to the captain of the righ
company, the other opposite to the sergeant wh
closes the left of the battalion.
593. The captains of the left wing wUl shift, pass
ing before the front rank, to the left of their respei
five companies ; the sergeant on the left of the batta
ion will step back into the rear rank. The coverin
sergeant of the company next on the left of the coloi
company, will step into the front rank.
594. The lieutenant colonel having assured the col
or-bearer on the line between himself and the corpc
ral of the color-file, now in the front rank, will go t
the position which will be hereinafter indicated. No
602.
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595. The major wUl place himself six or eight paces
on either flank of the color-rank.
596. The colonel will then command :
2. MARCH (or double

quick—MARCH).

597. At this command, the battalion will step off
with life ; the cglor-bearer, charged with the step and
directiou, will scrupulously observe the length and
cadence of the pace, rcarching on the prolongation of
the two points previously taken, and successively taking others in advance by the means indicated in the
school of the company; the corporal on his right, and
the one on his left, will march in the same step, taking care not to turn the he id or shoulders, the colorbearer supporting the color lance against the hip.
598. The two general guides will march in the
same step with the color-rank, each maintaining himself abreast, or nearly so, with that rank, and neither
occupying himself with the movement of the other.
599. The three corporals of the color-guard, now
in the front rank of the battalion, will march well
aligned, elbow to elbow, heads direct to the front,
and without deranging the line of their shoulders;
the centre one will follow exactly in the trace of the
color-bearer, and maintain the same step, without
lengthening or shortening it, except on an intimation
from the colonel or lieutenant colonel, although he
should find himself more or less than six paces from
the color-rank.
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600. The covering sergeant in the front rank between the color company and the next on the left,
will march elbow to elbow, and on the same line, with
the three corporals iu the centre, his head well t o the
front.
601. The captains of the color company, and the
company next to the left, will constitute, with the
three corporals in the centre of the front rank, the
basis of alignment for both wings of the battalion;
they wUl march in the same step with the color-bearer, and exert themselves to maintain their sh(mlders
exactly in the square with the direction. To this end,
they will keep their heads direct to the front, only
occasionally casting an eye on the three centre corporals, with the slightest possible turn of the neck,
and if they perceive themselves in advance, or in rear
of these corporals, the captain, or two captains, will
almost insensibly shorten or lengthen the step, so as,
at the end of several paces, to regain the true alignment, without giving sudden checks or impulsions to
the wings beyond them respectively.
602. The lieutenant colonel, placed twelve or^fteen paces on the right of the captain of the colorcompany, will maintain this captain and the next one
beyond, abreast with the three centre corporals; to
this end, he will caution either to lengthen or to shorten the step as may be necessary, which the captain, or
two captains, will execute as has just been explained.
k

603. All the other captains will maintain themselves on the prolongation of this basis ;. and, to this
end, they will cast their eyes towards the centre,tak-
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ing oare to turn the neck but slightly, and not to derange the direction of their shoulder.
604. The captains will observe the march of their
companies, and prevent the men from getting in advance of the line of captaius; they will not lengthen
or shorten step except when evidently necessary; because, to correct, with too scrupulous attention, small
faults, is apt to cause the production elf greater—loss
of calmness, silence, and equality of step, each of
which it is so important tp maintain.
605. The men will constantly keep their heads well
directed to the front, feel lightly the elbow towards
the centre, resist pressure coming from the flank,
give the greatest attention to the squareness of shoulders, and hold themselves always very slightly behind
the line of the captains, in order never to shut out
from the view of the latter the basis of alignment;
they will, from time to time, cast an eye on the color-rank, or on the general guide of the wing, in order
to march constantly in the same step with those advanced persons.
606. Pending the march, the line determined by
the two markers (h and d) wOl be prolonged by placing, in proportion as the battalion advances, a third
marker (i) in the rear of the first (h), then the marker (d) will quit his place and go a like distance in
rear of (i); the marker (h) will, in his turn, do the
like in respect to (d), and so on, in succession, as
long as the battalion continues to advance; each
marker, on shifting position, taking Ctre to face to
the rear, and to cover accurately the two markers already established on the direction. A staff officer,
or the quartermaster sergeant, designated for the
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purpose, and who wiU hold himself constantly fifteen
or twenty paces facing the marker farthest from the
battalion, wOl caution each marker when to shift
place, and assure him on the direction behind the
other two.
607. The colonel will habitually hold himself about
thirty paces in rear of the centre of his battalion,
taking care not to put himself on the line of markers,
if, for example, by the slanting of the battalion, or
the indications which will be given, Nos. 617 and
following, he finds that the march of the color-bearer
is not perpendicular, he will promptly command :
Point of direction to the right ('or left).
608. At this command, the major will hasten thirty or forty paces in advance of the color.rank, halt,
fiice to the colonel, and place himself on the direction
which the latter will indicate by signal of the sword;
the corporal in the centre of the battalion will then
direct himself upon the major, on a caution from the
colonel, advancing, to that end, the opposite shoulder ; the corporals on his right and left wiU conform
themselves to his direction.
609. The color-bearer will also direct himself upon
the major, advancing the opposite shoulder, the major causing him, at the-same time, to incline to the
right or left, until he shall exactly cover the corporal of his file ; the color-bearer will then take
points on the ground in this new direction.

138

SCHOOL OF THE BATTALION—PART V.

610. The- two general guides will conform themselves to the new direction of the color-rank.
611. The officer charged with observing the successive replacing of the markers in the rear of the
centre, will establish them promptly on the new direction, taking for basis the color-bearer and the
corporal of his file in the centre of the battalion;
the ctdonel will verify the new direction of the
markers.
612. The lieutenant colonel, from the position given. No. 602, will see that the two centre companies
and successively all the others, conform themselves t(
the new direction of the centre, but without precip
itancy or disorder ; he will then endeavor to maintair
that basis of alignment for the battalion, perpendic
ularly to the direction pursued by the color bearer
• 613. He wUl often observe the march of the twe
wings; and, if he discover that the captains negleci
to conform themselves to the basis of alignment, he
will recall their attention by the command—captait
of (such) company, or captains of (sixoh) companies
on the line — without, however, endeavoring toe
scrupulously to Ciorrect small faults.
614. The major on the flank of the color-rank will
during the march, place himself, from time to time
twenty paces in front of that rank, face to the rear
and place himself correctly on the prolongation o
the markers established behind the centre, in orde
to v-erity the exact march of the color-bearer on tha
line ; he will rectify, if necessary, the direction e)f th
color-bearer, who will immediately take two nev
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points on the ground between himself and the mfjor.
615. All the principles applicable to the advance
in line, are the same for a subordinate as for the directing battalion ; but when the battalion under instruction is supposed to be subordinate, no markers
will be placed behind its centre.
Remarks on the advance in line of battle.
616. If, in the exercises of detail, or courses of elementary instruction, the officers, sergeants, corporals
and men, have not been well confirmed in the principles of the position under arms, as well as in the length
and cadence of the step, the march of'the battalion in
line will be floating, unsteady, and disunited.
617. If the color-bearer, instead of marching perpendicularly forward, pursue an oblique direction,
the battalion will slant; crowdings in one wing, and
openings in theother, will follow, and these defects
in the march, becoming more and more embarrassing
in proportion to the deviation from the perpendicular,
will commence near the centre.
618. It is then of the greatest importance that the
color-bearer should direct himself perpendicularly
forward, and that the basis of alignment should always be perpendicular tothe line pursued by him.
619. If openings be formed, if the files crowd
each other, if, in short, disorder ensue, the remedy
ought to be applied as promptly as possible, but
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calmly, with few words, and as little noise as practicable.
620. The object of the general guides, in the march
in line of battle is, to indicate to the companies near
the flanks the step of the centre of the battalion, and
to afford more facility in establishing the wings on the
direction of the centre if they should be too much in
the rear; hence the necessity that these guides should
maintain the same step, and march abreast, or very
nearly so, with the color-rank, which it will be easy
for them to do by easting from time to time an eye on
that rank.
621. If the battalion happen to lose the step, the
colonel will recall its attention by the command, to
the—STEP ; captains and their companies will immediately east an eye on the coleir-rank, or one ot
the general guides, and promptly conform themselves
to the step.
622. Finally, it is of the utmost importance to the
attainment of regularity in the march in line of battle, to habituate the battalion to execute with as much
order as promptness the movements prescribed No.
607 and following, for rectifying the direction ; it is
not less essential that commanders of battalions
should exercise themselves, with the greatest care,
in forming their own coup d'ceil in order to be able
to judge with precision the direction to be given to
their battalions.
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A R T I C L E SECOND.

Oblique march in line of battle.
623. The battaUon marching in Hue of battle, when
the colonel shall wish to^ause it to oblique, he win
command:
i > "o wia
1. Right (or left) oblique.

2. MARCH (or double

quick—MARCH).

624. At the first command, the. major will place
himself in front of, and faced to the color-bearerT
625. At the command march, the whole battalion
vyill take the oblique step. The companies and cantains will strictly observe the principles established
in the school of the company.
626. The major in front of the color-bearer ought
to maintain the latter in a line with the" centre corporal, so that the color-bearer may oblique neither
more nor less than that corporal. He will carefully
observe also that they follow parallel directions and
preserve the same length of step.
627. The lieutenant colonel will take care that the
captains and the three corporals in the centre keep
exactly on a line and follow parallel directions.
628. The colonel will see that the battalion preserves its parallelism ; he will exert himself to prevent the files from opening or crowding. If he perceive the latter fault, he will cause the files on the"
flank, to which the battalion obliques, to open out
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629. The colonel, wishing the direct march to be
resumed, will command:
1. Forward.

2.

MARCH.

630. At the command march, the battalion will resume the direct march. The major will place himself
thirty paces in front of the color-bearer, and face to
the colonel, who will establish him, by a signal of
the sword, on the direction which the color bearer
ought to pursue. The latter will immediately take
two points on the ground between himself and the
major.
631. In resuming the direct march, care will be
taken that the men do not close the intervals which
may exist between the files at once; it should be done
almost insensibly.
Remarks on the oblique march.
632. The object of the oblique step is to gain ground
to the right or left, preserving all the while the primitive direction of the line of battle ; as thus, for example: the battalion, departing from the line{sz),
arrives onthe line (xx) parallel to (sz).
633. It is then essential that the corporals in the
centre of the battalion, and the captains of companies, should follow parallel directions, and maintain
themselves at the same height; without vvhich they
will give a false direction to the battalion.
634. The colonel and lieutenant colonel will exert
themselves to prevent the files from crowding; for,
without such precaution, the oblique march cannot be
executed with facility.
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ARTICLE THIRD.

To halt the battalion,

marching

in line of battle,

and

to align It.
635. T h e battalion m a r c h i n g in the line of battle,
w h e n the colouel shall wish to halt it, he will command:
1. Battalion

2. H A L T .

636. At the second command, the battalion will
h a l t ; the color-rank and general guides will remain
in f n m t ; b u t if the colonel should not wish immediately to resume the advance in line, nor to give a general alignment, he will command :
Color and general

guides—POSTS.

637 A t this command, the color-rank and general
guides will retake thei-i- places in line of battle, t h e
captains in the left wing will shift t o t h e right of their
companies.
63-^. If the colonel should then judge it necessary
to rectify the alignment, he wiU command :
Captains,

rectify the

alignment.

630. T h e captains will immediately cast an eye
towards the centre, align themselves accurately, on
the basis of the alignment, which t h e lieutenant colonel wUl see well directed, and then promptly dress
their respective companies. T h e lieutenant colonel
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will admonish such captains as may not be accurately on the alignment by the c o m m a n d : Captain of

(such) company, or captains of (such) companies,
move up or fall back.
640. But when the colonel shall wish to give the
battalion a general alignment, either parallel or oblique, instead of rectifying it as. above, he will move
some paces outside of one of the general guides (the
right will here be supposed) and caution the right
general guide and the color-bearer to face him, and
then establish them by signal of the sword, on the
direction which he may wish to give to the battalion.
As soon as they shall be correctly established, theleft
general guide will place himself on their direction,
and be assured in his position by the major. The color-bearer will carry the color-lance perpendicularly
between his eyes, and the two corporals of bis rank
will return to their places in the front rank the moment he shall face to the colonel.
641. This disposition being made, the colonel wiU
command:
1. Guides—ON THE LINE.
642. At this command, the right guide of each company iu the right wing, and the left guide of each
company in the left, will each place himself on the
directiou of the color-bearer and the two general guides,
face to the color-bearer, place himself in rear of the
guide who is next before him at a distance equal to
the front of his company, and align himself upon the
cedor-bearer and the general guide beyond.
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643. The captains in the right wing will shift to
the left of their companies, except the captain of the
color-company, who will remain on its right, but step
into the rear rank ; the captains in the left wing will
shift to the right of their companies.
644 The lieutenant colonel will promptly rectify,
if necessary, the positions of the guides of the right
wing, and the major those of the other; which being
executed, the colonel will command:
2. On the centre—DRESS.

645. At this command, the companies will move
up in quick time against the guides, where, having
arrived, each captain will align his company according to prescribed principles, the lieutenant colonel
aligning the color-company.
646. If the alignment be oblique, the captains will
take care to conform their companies to it in conducting them towards the line.
647. The battalion being aligned, the_ colonel will
command:
3. Color and guides—PoSTS.
648. At this command, the color bearer, the general and company guides, and the captains in the
right wing, wUl take their places in the line of battle,
and the color-bearer wUl replace the heel of the
color-lancc against the right hip.
649. If the new direction of the line of battle be
such that one or more companies find themselves in
advance of that line, the colonel; before establishing
^he general guides on the line, will cause such com10*
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panics to be moved to the rear, either by the back
step, or by first facing about, according as there may
be less or more ground to be repassed to bring the
companies in rear of the new direction.
650 When the colonel shall wish to give a general
alignment, and the color and general guides are not
on the line, he will cause them to move out by the"
command:
J. Color and general guides—ON THE LINE.
6,'51. At this command, the color-bearer and the
general guides will place themselves on the line, conforming to what is prescribed. No. 640.
ARTICLE FOURTH.

Change of direction in marching in line of battle.
652. The battalion marching in line of battle,
when the colonel shall wish it to change direction to
the right, he will command:
1. Change direction to the right.

2. MARCH

(or

double quick—MARCH.)
653. At the command march, the movement will
commence; the color-rank will shorten the step to
fourteen or seventeen inches, and direct itself circularly to the right, taking care to advance the left
shoulder, but only insensibly; the major will place
himself before the color-bearer, facing him, and so
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direct his march t h a t he may describe an arc of a
circle neither too large nor too small ; ho will also
see that the color-bearer takes steps, of fourteeu or
eeveiiteeii inches, according to the gait.
054. T h e right general guide will wheel on th<'
right captain of the battalion as his p i v o t ; the left
general guide will circularly march in the step of
twenty-eight inches or thirty-three inches, according
to t h e gait, and will ^align himself upon the color-,
b e a r e r and the right g'eneral guide.
655. T h e corporal placed in the centre of the battalion, will take steps of fimrteen or seventeen
inches, and will wheel to t h e right by advancins insensibly the left shoulder; the battalion will conform
itself to the movement of the c e n t r e ; to this end, t h e
captain of t h e color-company, and the captain of the
n e x t to the left, will attentively regulate their march,
as well as the direction of their shoulders, on the
three centre corporals. All the other captains will
regulate the direction of their shoulders and the
length of their step on this basis.
656 T h e men will redouble their attention in order
not to pass the line of captains.
657 I n the left wing the pace wUl be lengthened
in proportion as the file is distant, from the c e n t r e ;
the captain .of the eighth company who closes the
left flank of the battalion will take steps of twenty
eicrht or thirty-three inches, according to the gait.
C53 I n the right wing the pace will be shortened
• proportion as the file is distant from the c e n t r e ;
t h e captain who closes the right flank will only slowly
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turn in his person, observing to yield ground a little
if pushed.
659. The colonel wil! take great care to prevent
the centre of the battalion from describing an arc of
a circle, either too great or too small, in order that
the wings may conform themselves to its movement.
He will see also that, the captains keep their companies constantly aligned upon the centre, so that
there may be no opening and no crowding of files.
He will endeavor to prevent faults, and, should they
occur, correct them without noise.
660. The lieutenant colonel, placed before the battaliem, will give his attention to the same object.
661. When the colouel shall wish the direct march
to be resumed, he will command :
1. Forward.

2. MARCH

662. At the command march, the color-rank, the
general guides, and the battalion will resume the
direct march ; the major will immediately place himself thirty or forty paces in front, face to the colonel,
placed in rear of the centre, who will establish him
by signal of the sword on the perpendicular direction which the corporal in the centre of the battalion
ought to pursue ; the major will immediately cause
the color-bearer. If necessary, to incline to the right
or left, so as to be exactly opposite to his file; the
color-bearer will then take two points on the ground
between himself and the major.
663. The lieutejiant colonel will endeavor to give
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to the color-company and the next on the left a direc
tion perpendicular to that pursued by the centr«
corporal; and all the other companies, without pre
cipitancy, will conform themselves to that basis.

ARTICLE

FIFTH.

To march in retreat, in line of battle.
664. The battalion being halted, if it be the wis!
of the colouel to cause it to march in retreat, he wil
command:
1. Face to the rear. 2. Battalion, about—FACE.
665. At the second command, the battalion wil
face about; the color-rank, and the general guides
if in advance, will take their places in line ; the co
or-bearer will pass into the rear rank, now leading
the corporal of his file will step behind the oorpon
next on his own right, to let the color-bearer pasi
and then-step into the front rank, now rear, to rt
form the color-file; the colonel will place himself bi
hind the front rank, become the rear; the liot*tenat
colonel and major will place themselves before th
rear rank, now leading.
666. The colonel will take post forty paces behin
the color-file, in order to assure the lieutenant coh
nel on the perpendicular, who will place himself at
like distance in fnmt, as prescribed for the Mvanc
in line of battle
667. If the battalion be the one charged with tt
direction, the colonel will establish markers in tl
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manner indicated. No. 589, exce.pt that they will face
to the battalion, and that the first will be placed twenty-five paces from the lieutenant colonel. If the mar'kers be already established, the officer charged with
replacing them in succession will cause them to face
about, the moment that the battalion executes this
movement, and then the marker nearest to the battalion will hasten to the rear of the t-vvo others.
668. These dispositionsbeing made, the colonel will
command:
3. Battalion,

forward.

669. At this command, the color-bearer will advance six paces beycmd the rank of file closers, accompanied by the two corporals of his guard of that
rank, the centre corporal stepping back to let the
color-bearer pass; the two file closers nearest this
centre corporal will unite on him behind the colorguard to serve as a basis of alignment for the line of
file closers ; the two general guides will place themselves abreast with the color-rank, the cjivering sergeants will place themselves in the line of file closers,
and the captains in the rear rank, now leading; the
captains in the left wing, now right, will, if not already there, shift to the left of their companies now
-become the right.
670. The cfilonel will then command :
4. MARCH (or

double

quick—MARCH.)

671. The battalion will march in retreat on the
Hfl.me -nrii-icinles w h i c h trnvpTn t h e a.fivanee in l i n e • l-he
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centre corporal behind the color-bearer will march
exactly in his trace.
672. If it be the directing battalion, the color'bearer will direct himself on the markers, who will, of
their own accord, each place himself in succession
. behind the marker most distant, on being approached
by the battalion; the officer charged with the superintendence of the markers, will carefully assure them
on the direction
673. In the case of a subordinate battalion, the
color-bearer will maintain himself on the perpendicular "by means of points taken on the ground.
674. The colonel, lieutenant colonel, and major will
each discharge the same functions as in the advance
in line.
675. The lieutenant colonel, placed on the outside
of the file closers of the color-company, will also
maintain the three-file closers of the basis of alignment in a square with the line of direction : the other
file closers will keep themselves aligned on this basis,
ARTICLE

SIXTH.

To halt the battalion marching in retreat, and to face
it to the front.
676. The colonel having halted the battalion, and
wishing to face it to the front, will command :
1. Face to the front.

2. Battalion,

about—FACE.

677. At the second command, the color-rank, gene-

152

SCHOOL OF THE BATTALION—PART V.

eral guides, captains, and covering sergeants, will all
retake their habitual places in line of battle, and the
color-bearer wUl repass into the front rank.
678. The battalion marching" in line of battle by
the front rank, when the colonel shall wish to march
it in retreat, he will command:
1. Battalion, rtght about- 2. MARCH.
679. At the command march, the battalion witt face
to the rear and move off at the same gait by the rear
rank. The principles prescribed No. 669, andfollowing will be carefully observed.
680. If the colonel should wish the battalion to
march again by the front, he will give the same commands.
A R T I C L E SEVENTH.

Change of direction, in marching in retreat.
681. A battalion retiring in line will change direction by the commands and means indicated No. 652
and following; the three file closers, united behind
the color-rank, will conform themselves to the movement of this rank, and wheel like it; the centre file
closer of the three will take steps of fourteen or'
seventeen inches, according to the gait, and keep himself steadily at the same distance from the colorbearer; the line of file closers will conform themselves
to the movement of its centre, and the lieutenant
colonel will maintain it on that basis.
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ARTICLE E I G H T H .

Passage of obstacles, advancing and retreating.
682. The battalion advancing in line wUl be supposed to encounter an obstacle which covers one or
more companies; the colonel will cause them to
ploy into column at full distance, in-rear of the next
company towards the color, which will be executed
in the following manner. It will be supposed that the
obstacle only covers the third company, the colonel
will command:
Third company, obstacle.
683. At this command, the captain of the third
company will place himself in its front, turn to it.
and command, 1. Third company, by the left flank, to
the rear into column. 2. Double quick. 3. MARCH.
He will then hasten to the left of his company.
684. At the comniand march, the company will
face to- the left in marching; the two left files
will promptly disengage to the rear in double quick
time; the left guide placing himself at the head of the
front rank, will conduct it behind the fourth compa
ny, directing himself parallelly with this company
the captain of the third will himself halt opposite te
the captain of the fourth, and see his company file
past; when its right file shall be nearly up with him
he will command, 1. Third company. 2. By the righ
flank. 3. MARCH. 4. Guiele right, and place him
self before the centre of his company.
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685. At the command march, the company will face
to the right, preserving the same gait, but the moment it shall be at the prescribed distance, its captain will command:
1. Quick time.

2. MARCH.

686. This company will thus follow in column that
behind which it finds itself, and at wheeling distance,
its right guide marching exactly in the trace of the
captain of that company.
687. As soon as the third company shall have faced
to the left, the left guide hf the second will place
himself on the left of the front rank.of his company,
and maintain between himself and the right of the
fourth the space necessary for the return into line of
the third.
688. The obstacle being passed, the colonel will
comniand:
Third company, forward into line.
689. At this command, the captain turning to his
company, will add:
1. By company, right half wheel. 2. Double quick.
3. MARCH.

690. At the command march, the company will
take the double quick step, and execute a half wheel;
its captain will then command, 1. Forward. 2.
MARCH. 3. Guide left. The second command will
be given when the company shall have sufficiently
wheeled.
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691. At the com.mand march, the company will
direct itself straight forward towards the line of battle, and retake its position in it according to the principles prescribed for the formation forward into line
pf battle.
692. It will be supposed that the obstacle covers
several contiguous, companies (the three companies
on the right for example), the colonel will command:
'
1. Three right companies, obstacle. 2. By the left
flank, to the rear, into column. 3. Double quick—
MARCH.

693. At the first command, the captains of the
designated companies will each place himself before
the centre of his company, and caution it as to the
«aovenieiit about to be executed.
694. At the command march, the designated companies will face to the left in marching, and immediately take the double quick step ; each captain will
cause the head of his company to disengage itself to
the rear, and the left guide will place himself at the
head of the front rank; the captain of the third company will conform himself to what is prescribed, No.
684 and\ following; the captains of the other companies will conduct them by the flank in rear of the
third, inclining towards the head of the column; and,
as the head of each company arrives opposite to the
right of the one next before it in column, its captain
will himself halt, see his company file past, and con
form himself for facing it to the front, in marching,
to what is prescribed No. 684, and following.
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695. When the last company in column shall
have passed the obstacle, the colonel will command :
1. Three right companies, forward, into line.
696. At this command, the captain of each of these
three companies will command, By company, right
half wheel. The colonel will then add :
1. Double quick.

2. M A R C H .

697. At this, briskly repeated by the captains of
the three companies, each company will conform itself to what is prescribed No. 690 and following.
698. It is supposed, in the foregoing examples,
that the companies belonged to the right wing; if
they make part of the other, they will excute the
passage of an obstacle according to the same principles and by inverse means.
699. When flank companies are broken -off to pass
an obstacle, the general guide on that flank will place
himself six paces in front of the outer file of the nearest company to him remaining iu line.
700. In the preceding jnovements, it has been supposed that the battalion was marching in quick time,
but if it be marching in double quick time, and the
colouel shall wish to cause several contiguous companies to break to the rear, he will first order the
battalion to march in quick time; the companies will
break as indicated No. 692.
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701. When the movement is completed, the colonel will order the double quick step to be resumed.
He will also cause the battalion to march in q-uick
time when he shall wish to bring into line the several
companies which are to the rear in column; the
movement will be executed as previously indicated;
and when the last company shall have nearly completed its movement, the colonel will, cause the double
quick step to be resumed.
702. In the movement of a single company, or of
several companies not contiguous to each other, the
battalion wiU continue to march in double quick
time, but in these cases the companies which are to
ploy into column, or re-enter the line, will increase
the gait.
703. In the march in retreat, these several movements will be executed on the same principles as if
the battalion marched by the front rank.
704. When a battalion, advancing in line of battle,
shall be obliged to execute the right about in order
to retreat, if there be companies in column, behind
the rear rank, these companies will also execute the
right about; put themselves in march, at the same
time with the battalion, and will thus precede it in
the retreat; they will afterwards successively put
themselves into line by the oblique step, as the ground
may permit.
705. If the battalion be marching in retreat in
double quick time, and many contiguous companies,
be marching before the rear rank of th'e battalion.
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the colonel will not change the gait of the battalion
in causing them to re-enter into line.
706. When the color-company shall be obliged to
execute the movement of passing an obstacle, the
color-rank will return into line at the moment the
company shall face to the left or right; the major
will place himself six paces before the. extremity of
the company behind which the color-company marches
in column, in order to give the step and the direction ; he, himself, first taking the step from the battalion.
707. As soou as the color-company shall have returned into line, the front rank of the color-guard
will again move out six paces in front of the battalion, and take the step from the major; the latter will
immediately place himself twenty or thirty paces in
front of the color-bearer, and face to the colonel
placed behind the centre of the battalion, who will
establish him on the perpendicular ; and, as soon as
he shall be assured on it, the color-bearer will instantly take two points on the ground between himself and
the major.
708. I t is prescribed, as a general rule, that the
companies of the right wing ought to execute the
movement of passing obstacles by the left flank, and
the reverse for the companies of the other wing ; but
if the obstacle cover at once several companies of the
centre, each will file into oilumn behind that, still in
line, and of the same wing, which may be the nearest
to it.
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To pass a defile, in retreat, by the rig)i* fov-l/>\ ^
709. When a battalion, retiring in line,
counter a defile which it must pass, the colof' enhalt the battalion, and face it to the front.
^iU
710. It will be supposed that the defile is in rei
the left flank, and that its width is sufficient to g
passage to a column by platoon; the colonel w
place a marker fifteen or twenty paces in rear of th
file closers at the point around which the subdivisions
will have to change direction in order to enter the
defile; he wUl then command:
To the rear, by the right flank, pass the defile.
711. The captain of the first company will immediately- command:
1. First company, right—FACE.

2. MARCH ,(or

double quick—MARCH).
712. At the command march, the first company
will commence the movement; the first file will
wheel to the right, march to the rear till it shall
have passed four paces beyond the file closers, when
it will wheel again to the right, and then direct itself straight forward towards the left fiank. All the
other files of this company will come to wheel
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rfses^iion »' the sP-'^e plaoe where the first had
'^'**"' Tlil^'ecop^'-corapany will execute, in.its turn,
713- •>- J.^.,.,ment, by the commands of its captain,
the sam^i^e the command MARCH, SO that the first
who wi%mpa,ny may immediately follow the last
file of m^ without constraint, however, as to takof the^p of thefirst; the first file of the second
ing ^f will wheel to the right, on its ground; all
confer files of this cornpany will come in succesth0 wheel at the same place. The following
s'jAnies will execute, each in its turn, what-has
(been prescribed for the second.
.I4. When the whole of the second, company shall
/on the same direction with the first, the captain
/ the first will cause it to form, by platoons into
me, and the moment that it is in column, the guide
if the first platoon will direct himself on the marker
/around whom he has to change direction in order to
enter the defile.
715. The second company will continue to march
by the flank, directing itself parallelly with the line
of battle; and it, in its turn, will form by platoon
into line, when the third company shall be wholly on
the same direction with itself.
716. The following companies will successively
execute what" has just been prescribeel for the second, and each will form by platoon into line, when
the naxt company shall be on the same direction with
itself.^
717. The first platoon of the leading company having arrived opposite to the marker placed at the en
trance of the defile, will turn to the left, and the fol-
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lowing platoons will all execute this movement at the
same point. As the last companies will not be able
to form platoons before reaching tne defile, they will
so direct themselves, in entering it, as to leave room
to the left for this movement.
718. The battalion will thus pass the defile by platoon: and, as the two platoons eif each company
shall clear it, companies will be successively formed
by the means indicated, school of the company. No
273, and following.
719. The head of the column having cleared the
defile, and having reached the distance at which the
colonel wishes to r«-f<jrm line faced to the defile, he
may cause the leading company to turn to the left,
to prolong the eolumn in that direction, and then
form it to the left iato line of battle ; or he may halt
the column, and form it into line of battle faced to the
rear.
720. If the defile be in the rear Of the right flank,
it will be passed by the left; the movement will be
executed according to the same principles, and by
inverse means.
721. If the defile be too narrow to receive the
front of a platoon, it wUl be passed by the flank.
Captains and file closers will be w atchful that the
files do not lose their distances in marching. Companies or .platoons will be formed into liije as the
width of the defile may permit, or as the companies
shall successively clear it.
11*
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ARTICLE T E N T H .

To march by the flank.
722. The colonel, wishing the battalion to march
by the flank will command :
1. Battalion. 2. Right (or left)—FACE.

3. Forward.

4. MARCH (or double quick—MARCH ).

723. At the second command, the captains and
covering sergeants will place themselves as prescribed,
Nos. 136 and 141, school of the company.
724. The sergeant on the left of the battalion will
place himself to the left and by the side of the last
file of his company, covering the captains in file.
725. The battalion having to face by the left
flank, the captains, at the second command, will
shift rapidly to the left of their companies, and each
place" himself by the side of the covering sergeant of
the company preceding his own, except the captain
of the left company, who will place himself by the
side of the sergeant on the left of the battalion. The
covering sergeant of the right company will place
himself by the right side of the front rank man of
the rearmost file of his company, covering the captains in file.
726. At the command march, the battalion will step
off with life; the sergeant, placed before the leading
file (right or left in front), will be careful to preserve exactly the length and cadence of tlie step, and
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to direct himself straight forward; to this end he
will take points on the ground.
727. •Whether the battalion march by the right or
left flank, the lieutenant colonel will place himself
abreast with the leading file, and the major abreast
with the color-file, both on the side of the front rank,
and about six paces from it.
728. The adjutant, placed between the lieutenant
colonel and the front rank, will march in the same
step with the head of the battalion, and the sergeant major, placed between the majorand the colorbearer, will march in the same step with the adjutant.
729. The captains and file closers will carefully
see that the files neither open out, nor close too
much, and that they regain insensibly their distances,
if lost.
730. The colonel wishing the battalion to wheel by
file, will command:
1. By file right (or left).

2. MARCH.

731. The files will wheel in succession, and all at
the place where the first had wheeled, in conforming
to the. principles prescribed in the school of the
company.
732. The battalion marching by the flank, when
the colonel shall wish to halt it, he wUl command:
1. Battalion

2. H A L T .

3. F R O N T .

733. These commands wUl be executed as prescribed in the school of the company. No. 146.
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734. If the battalion be marching by the flank and
the colonel should wish to cause it to march in line,
either to the front or to the rear, the movements will
be executed by the commands and means prescribed
in the school of the company.
ARTICLE ELEVENTH.

To form the battalion on the right or left, by file, into
line of battle.
735. The battalion marching by the right flank,
when the colonel shall wish to form it on the right by
file, he win determine the line of battle, and the lieutenant colonel will place two markers on that line, in
conformity with what is prescribed. No. 415.
736. The head of the battalion being nearly up with
the first marker, the colonel wiU command :
1. On the right, by file, into line.

2. MARCH (or

double quick—MARCH J.
737. At the command march, the leading company
will form itself on the right, by file, into line of battle, as indicated in the school of the company. No.
149 ; the front rank man of the first file will rest his
breast lightly against the right arm of the first
marker ; the other companies will follow the movement of the leading company ; each captain will
place himself on the line at the same time with the
front rank man of his first file, and on the right of
this man.
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738. The left guide of each company, except the
leading one, will place himself e« the direction of the
markers, and opposite to the left file of his company,
at the instant that the front rank man of this file arrives on the line.
739. The formation being ended, the colonel will
command:
Guides—FoSTS.
740. The colonel will superintend the successive
formation of the battalion, moving along the front of
the line of battle.
741. The lieutenant colonel will, in succession, assure the direction of the guides, and see that the men
of the front rank, in placing themselves on the line,
do not pass it.
*
742. If the battalion march by the left flank, the
movement will be executed according to the same
principles, and by inverse means.
ARTICLE T W E L F T H .

Changes of front.
Change 'affront perpendicularly forward.
743. The battalion being in line of battle, it is supposed to be the wish of the colonel to cause a change
of front forward on the right company, and that the
angle formed by the old and new positions be a right
angle, or a few degrees mcn-e or less than one ; he
will cause two markers to be placed on the new
direction before the nosition to be occupied bv that
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company, and order its captain to establish it against
the markers.
744. The captain of the right company will immediately direct it upon the markers by a wheel to the
right on the fixed pivot; and after having halted it,
he will align it by the right.
745. These dispositions being made, the colonel
will coiumand:
1. Change front forward on flrst company. 2. By
company, right half wheel. 3. MARCH [or double
quick—MARCH].

746. At the second command, each company will
place himsetf befoie the centre of his company.
747. At the third, each company will wheel to the
right on the fixed pivot; the left guide of each will
place himself on its left as soon as he shall be able
to pass ; and when the colonel shall judge that the
companies have sufficiently wheeled, he will command :
4. Forward.

5. MARCH.

6, Guide right.

748. At the fifth command, the companies ceasing
to wheel will march straight forward ; at the sixth,
the' men will touch elbows towards the right.
749. The right guide of the second company will
march straight forward until this company shall arrive
at the point where it should turn to the right; each
succeeding right guide will follow the file immediately
before him at the cessation of the wheel, and will
march in the trace of this file until this company shall
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turn to the right to moves upon the line ; this guide
will then march straight forward.
,
750. The second company having arrived opposite
to the left file of the first, its captain will cause it to
turn to the right; the right guide wiU direct himself so as to arrive squarely upon the line of battle,
and when he shall-be at three paces from that line,
the captain will command:
1. Second company.

2. H A L T .

751. At the second command, the company will
halt; the files not yet in line with the guide, will come
iiito it promptly, the left guide will place himself on
the line of battle, and as soon as he is assured in the
direction by the lieutenant colonel, the captain will
align the company by the right.
w

752. Each following com.pany will conform to what
has just been prescribed for the second.
753. The formation ended, the colonel will com-'
mand:
Guides—POSTS.
754. If the battalion be in march, and the colonel
shall wish to change front forward ou the-first company, and that the angle formed by the old and new
positions be a right angle, he will cause two markers
to be placed on the new.direction, before the position
to be occupied by that company, and will command ;
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1. Change front forward on first company. 2. By
company, right half wheel. 3. MARCH [or double
quick—MARCH].

755. At the first command, the captains will move
rapidly before the centre of their respective companies ; the captain of the first company will command: 1. Right turn; 2. Quick time; the captains
of the other companies will caution them to wheel to
the right.
-756. At the command march, the first company
will turn to the right according to the principles prescribed in the school of the soldier. No. 402; its captain will halt it at three paces from the markers, and
the files in rear will promptly come into line. The
captain will align the company by the right.
757. Each of the other companies will wheel to
the right on a fixed pivot; the left guides will place
themselves on the left of their respective companies,
and when the colonel shall judge they have wheeled
sufficiently, he will command:
4. Forward.

5. MARCH.

6. Guide right.

758. These commands will be executed as indicated No. 746 and following.
759. The colonel will cause the battalion to change
front forward on the eighth company according to
the same principles and by inverse means.
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Change affront perpendicularly to the rear.
760. The colonel wishing to change front to the
rear on the right company, will impart his purpose to
the captain of this company. The latter will immcr
diately face his company about, wheel it to the left
on the fixed pivot, and halt it when it shall be in the
direction indicated to him by the colonel: the captain will then face his company to the front, and align
it by the right against the two markers, whom the
colonel will cause to be establisfced before the right
and left files.
761. These dispositions being made, the colonel
will command:
1. Change front to the rear, on first company. 2. Battalion about—FACE.
3. By company, left half
wheel. 4. MARCH (or double quick—MARCH).
762. At the second command, all the conjpanies,
except the right, will face about.
763. At the third, the captains, whose companies
have faced about, will each place himself behind the
centre of his company, two paces from the front
rank, now the rear.
764. At the fourth, these companies will wheel to
the left on the fixed pivot by the rear rank : the left
guide of each will, as soon as he is able to pass, place
himself on the left of the rear rank of his company,
now become the right; and when the colonel shall
judge that the companies have sufficiently wheeled,
he will command:
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5. Forward.

6. M.lRCH. 7. Guide left.

765. A-t the sixth command, the companies will
cease to wheel, march straight forward towards the
new line of battle, and, at the seventh, take the touch
of the elbow towards the left.
766. The guide of each company on its right flank,
become left, will conform himself to the principles
prescribed. No. 748.
767. The second company, from the right, having
arrived opposite to the left of the first, will turn to
the left; the guide will so direct himself as to arrive
parallelly with the line of battle, cross that line, and
when the front rank, now in the rear, shall be three
paces beyond it, the captain will command: 1. Second company; 2. H A L T .
768. At the second command, the company will
halt; the files which may uot yet be in line with the
guide, will promptly C( me into it ; the captain wUl
cause'the company to face about, and then align it by
the right.
769. All the other companies will execute what has
just been prescribed for the second, each as it successively arrives opposite to the left of the cemipany that
precedes it on the new line of battle.
770. The formation being ended, the colonel will
command:
Guides—POSTS.

771. The colonel will cause a change of front on
the left company of the battalion to the rear, according to the same principles and by inverse means.
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772. In changes of front, the colonel will give a
general superintendence to the movement.
773. The lieutenant colonel wiirassure the direction of the guides as they successively move out on
the line of battle, conforming himself to what has
been prescribed in the successive formations.
Remarks on changes,of front.
774. When the new direction is perpendicular, or
nearly so, to that of the battalion, the companies ought
to make about a half wheel (the eighth of the circle J
before marching straight forward; but when those
two lines are oblique to each other, the smaller the
angle which they form, the less ought the companies
to wheel. It is for the colonel to judge, according to
the angle, the precise time when he ought to give the
command march, after the caution forward, and if he
cannot catch the exact moment, the word of execution should rather be given a little too soon, than an
instant too late.
775. When the old and the new lines form an angle
of forty-five or fewer degrees, the colonel will find it
necessary to arrest the wheel of the companies when
the marching flanks shall have taken but a few paces,
or, it may be, have but disengaged, respectively, from
the fixed pivots of the next companies; and in all such
cases, the companies will arrive so nearly parallel to
the new line, as t o be able to align themselves upon
it without the intermediate turn to the right or left;
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to execute the movement under either circumstance
supposed, the colonel will command:
Oblique change of front, forward,

(or to the rear) on

(such company.)
ARTICLE T H I R T E E N T H .

To ploy the battalion into column doubled on the centre.
776. This movement consists in ploying the corresponding companies of the right and left wings into
column at company distance, or closed in mass, in
rear of the two centre companies, according to the
principles prescribed. Article Third, Part Second, of
tills School.
777. The colonel, wishing to form the double column at company distance, (the battalion being inline
of battle,) will command:
1. Double columUj at half distance.
wards—FACE.

3.

2. Battalion, in-

MARCH (or double quick —

MARCHJ.

778. At the first command, the captains will place
themselves two paces in front of their respective companies ; the captains of the two centre companies wiU
caution them to stand fast, and the other captains
vvill caution their companies to face to the left and
right, respectively. The covering sergeants will step
into the front rank.
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779. At the second command, the fourth and fifth
companies will stand fast; the others of the right
wing will face to the left, and the others of the left
wing will face to the right; each captain whose company has face.d, wUl hasten to break to the rear the
two files at the head of his company ; the left guide of
each right company, and the right guide of each left
company, wUl each place himself at the head of its
front rank, and the captain by the side of his guide.
780. At the command march, the fourth and fifth
companies, which are to form the first division, will
stand fast; the senior captain ot the two will place
himself before the centre of the division, and comniand: Guide right; the junior captain will place
himself in the interval between the two companies,
and the left guide of the left company will place himself in the front rank on the left of the division, as
soon as he shall be able to pass.
781. All the other coinpanies, conducted by their
captains, vvill step off 'with life to arrange themselves
in column at company distance, each company behind
the preceding one in the column of the same wing, so
that, in the right wing, the third may be ne?t behind
the fourth, the second next to the third, and so on to
the right company; and, in the left wing7 the sixth
may be next behind the fifth, the seventh ne«t to the
sixth, and so on to the left company of the battalion.
782. The^corresponding companies of the two wings
will unite into divisions in arranging themselves in
column ; an instant before the union, at the centre of
the column, the left guides of right companies will
pass into the line of file closers, and each captain will
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command: 1. Such company; 2. Halt;

3. FjtONT.

783. At the second command, which shall be given
at the instant of union, each company will halt; at
the third, it will face to the front. The senior captain
in each division will place himself on its right, and
command, Right—DRESS, and the junior captain will
place himself in the interval between the two companies. The division being aligned, its chief wUl
command FRONT, and take his position two paces before its centre.
784. T-h'e column being thus formed, the divisions
will take the respective denominations of first, second,
third, &c., according to position in the column, beginning at the front.
785. The lieutenant colonel, who, at the second
command given by the colonel, will have placed himself at a little more than company distance in rear of
the right guide of the first division, will assure the
right guides on the direction.as they successively arrive, by placing himself in their rear.
786. The music will pass to the rear of the column.
787. The battalion being in march, to form the
double column at company distance without halting
the battalion, the colonel wiU command:
1. Double column at half distance. 2. Battalion, by
the right and left flanks.
3. MARCH (or double quick—MARCH).
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788. At thefirst command, each captain will move
briskly in front of the centre of his company; the captains of the fovn-th and fifth will caution their com
panics to march straight fiirward; the other captains
will caution their companies to face to the right and
left.
789. At the command march, the fourth and fifth
companies will continue to march straight forward;
the senior captain wUl place himself before the centre of his division and command. Guide right; the
junior captain will place himself in the interval between the two companies. The left guide of the fifth
company will place himself on theleft of the front
rank of the division. The men will take the touch of
elbows to the right. The color and general guides
will retake their places. The three right companies
will face to the left and the three left companies will
face to the right. Each captain vjill break to the rear
tvvo files at the head of his company; the left'guides
of the right companies, and the right guides of the
left companies, will each plhce himself at the head
of the front rank of his company, and the captain by
the side of his guide.
790. The thipd and sixth companies wUl enter the
column and direct themselves parallelly to the first
division. Each of the other companies, will in like
manner, place itself behind the company of the wing
io which it belongs, and will be careful to gain as
much ground as possible towards the head of the
column. •
791. The corresponding companies of each wing
wUl unite into divisions on taking their positions in
column, and each captain, the instant the head of his
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company arrives at the centre of the column, will
command, 1. Suchcompanyby the right (orleff)flank.
2. MARCH. The senior captain of th^ two companies
will place himself in front of the centre of his division, and command, Guide right; the junior captain
will place himself in the interval between the two
companies. The two companies thus formed into a
division will take the touch of elbows to the right,
and when each division has gained its proper distance,
its chief will cause it to march in quick time.
792. When the battalion presents an oddnumberol
companies, the foi-mati(m will be made in like manner
and the company on either flank which shall find it
self without a corresponding .one, will place itself at
company distance behind the wing to whie-h it belongs.
793. The double column, close'tl in mass, will be
formed accm-ding to the same principles and by the
same commands, substituting the indication, closed it,
mass, for that of at half distance.
794. The double column never being formed^hei
two or more battalions are tojbe in one general column, it will habitually take, the^guide to the right
sometimes to the left, or in the centre of the column;
in the last case, the command wUl be, guide centre
The column will march and change direction according to the principles prescribed for a simple coluinh
by division.
795. The double c(dumn at company distance will
be closed in mass, or, if in mass, will take half distance, by the commands and means indicated for a
simple column by division.
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Deployment of the double column, faced to the front.
796. The colonel, wishing to deploy the double column, will pliioe a marker respectively before the right
and left files of the first division, and a third before
the left file of the right company, same division; which
being done, he will cause the two general guides to
spring out ou the alignment of the markers a little beyond the points at which the respective flanks of the
battalion ought to rest; he will then commaud:
1.

Deploy column.

2.

Battalion

3, MARCH [or double

outweffds—FACE.

quick—MARCH].

797. The column will deploy itself on the two companies at its head, according to the principles pre.;
scribed for the deployment of columns in mass. The
captains of these companies will each^at the command
niarch, place himself on the right of his own company,
and align it by the right; the captain of the fewrth
will then place himself in the rear rank, and the covering sergeant in the r^nk of file closers, at the moment
the captain of the ihird shall come to its left to
align it.
798. The deployment being ended the colonel will
command:
.
•
"Guides—PoSTS.
799. If it be the wish of the colouel to cause the fire
to commence pending the deployment, he wUl give an
12*
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order to that effect to the captains of the fourth and
fifth companies, and the fire will be executed according to the principles prescribed No. 438.
800. The battalion being in double column and ia
march, if the colonel shall wish to deploy it without
halting the column, be will cause three markers to
be posted on the line of battle, and when the head ol
the column shall arrive near the markers, he will
command:
1. Deploy column.
flanks.

2. Battalion by the right and left

3- MARCH (or double quick—MARCH).

801. The column will deploy on the two leading
companies, according to the principles prescribed for
the deployment of a close column, No. 533 and following ; at the comuaand march, the chief of the first
division will halt it, and the captains of the fourth
and fifth compahies will align their companies by the
righj;.
802. If the column be in march, and it be the wisl
of the colonel to deploy the column and to continue t(
march in the order of battle, he will not cause markers to be established at the head of the column. Thi
movement will be executed by the commands anc
means indicated N-o. 800, observing what follows. Ai
the first command, the chief of the first division wU
command. Quick time. At the command march, the
first division will continue to march in quick time
the colonel will command. Guide centre. Tne captaiui
of the fourth and fifth companies, the color, and th(
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men, will immediately conform to the principles of the
march in line of battle. The companies will take the
quick step by the command of their captains, as they
successively arrive in line. The movement completed, the colonel may cause the battalion .to march
in double quick time.
To form the dooble column into line of battle, faced to
the right »r left.
803. The double column, being at company distance
and at a halt, may be formeel into line of battle faced
to the right or left; when the colonel shall wish to
form it faced to the right, he will command: '
1. Right into Une wheel, left companies on the right
into line. 2. Battalion, guide right. 3. MARCH
(or double quick—MARCHJ.
804. At the first command, each captain will place
himself before the centre of his company; the right
companies will be cautioned, that they will have to
wheel to the right into line, the left companies that
they will have to march straight forward.
805. At the second command, the left guide of the
fourth company will place himself briskly on the direction of the right guides of the column, face to them,
and opposite to one of the three last files of his company when in line of battle; the lieutenant colonel wUl
assure him in that position.
806. At the command march, briskly repeated by
all the captains, the right companies will form to the
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right into line of battle, the left companies will put
themselves, in march in order to form on the right into line of battle; these formations will be executed by
the means indicated No. 391 and following, No. 416
and following; the lieutenant colonel will assure the
guides of the left-wing on the line of battle as they
successively come upon it.
807. If the column be in uuirch, the colonel will
command:
1. Right into line wheel. 2. Left companies on the
right into line. 3. Battalion guide right. 4. MARCH
(or double quick—MARCH).

808. At the first command, each captain will place
himself promptly before the centre of his company;
the right companies will be cautioned that they will
have to wheel to the right, and the left companies
that they will have to form on the right into line.
809. At the command march, briskly repeated, the
right companies will form to the right into line, and
the left companies on the right into'line. These
formations will be execnted as prescribed Nos. 402,
417, and following.
810. If the colonel should wish to move-the battalion forward, at the moment the'right companies have
completed the wheel, he will command:
5.

Forward. 6. MARCH (or double

quick—MARCH).
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811. At the command foncard, the captains of the
right companies will command. Quick time. At the
command march, the right companies will cease to
wheel and march straight forward. The colonel will
then add:
7.

Guide centre.

812. The movement of the left companies will be
executed in double quick time as- prescribed above,
and as they arrive on the line each captain will cause
his company to march in quick time.
813. The cnlumn may be formed faced to the left
into line of battle according to the same principles.
814. If the column be closed in mass instead of at
company distance, these movements will be executed
according to the principles prescribed Nos. 417, 502,
and 510.
Remark on tlie deployment of the double column.
815. The depth of the double cedumn, at company
distance, being inconsiderable, closing it in mass, if
at a halt, in order to deploy it, may be dispensed
with ; but if it be in march, it will be preferable to
cause it so to close, in halting, before deploying.
816. The double column will be deployed habitually on the centre companies, but the colonel may sometimes deploy it on any interior company, or on the
first or eighth company.
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ARTICLE

FOURTEENTH.

Dispositions Against

Cavalry.

817. A battalion being in column by company, at
full distance, right in front, and at a halt, when the
colonel shall wish to form it into square, he will first
cause divisions to be formed ; v^hich being done, he
will command :
1. To form square.

2. To half distance-close column.

3. MARCH or (double

quick—MARCH),

818. At the command march, the column will close
to company distance, the second division, taking its
distance from the rear rank of the first divisiera.
819. At the moment of halting the fourth divisiou,
the file closers of each company of which it is composed, passing by the outer flank of their companies
will place themselves two paces before the fronfrank
opposite to their respective places in line of battle,
and face towards the head of the column.
820. At the commencement of the movement, the
major will place himself on the right of the column
abreast with the first division ; the buglers formed
in two ranks will place themselves at platoon distance,
behind the inner platoons of the second division.
821. These dispositions being made, the colonel
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march, or cause it to form square; if he wish to do
the latter, he will command : •

1. Form square. 2. Right and left into line, wheel.
822. At the first command, the lieutenant colonel,
facing to the left guides, and the major.J'acing to those
of the right, will align them, from the front, on the
respective guides of the fourth division, who wiU
stand fast, holding up their pieces, inverted, perpendicularly ; the laght guides, in placing themselves on
the direction, will take their exact distances.
823. At the second command, the chief of the first
division will caution it to stand fast; all the captains
of the second and thi.rd divisions will place themselves
before the centres of their respective companies, and
caution them that they wUl have to wheel, the right
companies to the right, and the left companies to the
left into line of battle.
824. The color-bearer will step back into the line
of file chisers, opposite to his place in line of battle,
and will be replaced by the corporal of his file, who
is in the rear rank, the corporal ctf. the same file who
is in the rank of file closers will step into the rear
rank.
825. The chief of the fourth division will command :
1. Fourth division, forward; 2. Guide icft, and place
himself at the same time two paces outside of its left
flank.
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826. These dispositiuns ended, the colonel will command:
MARCH [or double

quick—MARCH].

827. At this command, briskly repeated, the first
division will stand fast; but its right file will face to
the right, and its left file, to the left.
828. The co^mpanies of the second and third divisions will wh'eel to' the right and left into line, and
the bugler.? v.'ill advance a space equal to the front of
a company.
829. The fourth divisiem will clos« up to form the
square, and when it-shall have closed, its chief will
halt it, face it about, and align it by the rear rank
upon the guides of the divisiou, who will, for this purpose, remain faced to the front. The junior captain
will pass into the rear rank, now become the front,
and the covering sergeant of the left company will
place himself behind him in the front rank, become
rear. The file clcjgers will, at«the same time, close
up a pace on the front rank, and the outer file ou each
flank of the division will face outwardsi
830. The square being -formed, the colonel will
command :
/fuides—POSTS.

831 At this command, the chiefs of the first and
fourth divisions, as well as the guides, will enter the
square.
832. The captoins whose companies have formed to
the right into line, will remain on the left of their com-
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panics; the left guide of each of those jpompanies
win, in the rear rank, cover his captaifl, and the cov?ring sergeant of each will place himself as a file
closer behind the right file of his company.
833. The field and staff will enter the square, the
lieutenant colouel placing himself behind the left, and
the major behind the right of the first division.
834. If the battalion present ten, instead of eight
companies, the fourth division will make the same
movements prescribed above for the second and third
divisions, and the fifth, the movements piescribed for
the-fourth division.
835. A battalion ought never to present, near the
snemy's cavalry, an odd company. The odd company, under that circumstance, ought, when the battalion is under arms, to be consolidated, for the time,
with the other companies.
836.. The fronts of the square will be-designated as
follows: the first division will always be the flrst
front ; the last division, the fourth front; the right
companies of the other divisions will form the second
front; and the left companies of the same divisions
the third front.
837. A battalion being in column by company, at
full distance, right in front, andiii march, when the
3oh)nel shall wish to form square, he will cause this
movement to be executed by the commands and means
mdicated. No. 817.
838. At the command march, the column will close
to company distance, as is prescribed. No. 278. When
the chief eif the fourth division shall command Quick
narch, the file closers of this division will place them
ielves before the front rank.
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839. The major and the buglers will conform to
what is prescribed, No. 820.
840. If the colonel shall wish to form square, he
will command:
1. Form square. 2. Right and left into line, wheel
3. MARCH.

841. At the first command, the chief of fhe first
division will caution it to halt; all Jhe captains e)f the
second and third divisions will rapidly place themselves before the centres of their respective companies, and caution them that they will have to wheel,
the right companies to the right, and the left-companieis to the left into line. The chief of the fourth division will caution it to continue its march, and will
hasten to its left flank. At the third command, briskly repeated, the chief of the first divisiou will halt
his division and align it to the left, the outer files will
face to the right and left, the rest 'of the movement
will be executed as prescribed No.- 828 and following.
842. The lieutenant colonel and the major, at the
command march, will conform to what is prescribed.
No. 822.
843. If the battalion, before the square is formed,
be in double column, the two leading companies
will form the first front, the two rear companies
the fourth ; the other companies of the right half
battalion will form the second, and those of the left
half battalion the third front.
844. The first and fourth fronts will be cf„v,n-.Q,nH
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ed by the chiefs of the first and fourth divisions ;
each of the other two by its senior captain.
845.. The commander of each front will place himself four paces behind its present rear rank, and will
be replaced momentarily in the command of his
company by the next in rank therein.
846. If the column be at full distance, instead of
at company distance, as has been supposed, the
square will be formed in the manner presea-ibed. No.
8J7 or 838, and following ; and the dispositions indicated, Nos. 819 and 820, wiU be executed at the
command form square.
847. If the column by division, whether double or
simple, be in mass, and the cohmel shill wish to form
it into square, he will first cause it to take company
distance ; to this effect, he will command :

1. To form square. 2. By the head of column, take
half distance.

848. The divisions wUl take half distance by the
means indicated. No. 324, and following. What is
prescribed, No. 8"20, will be executed as the first and
second divisions are put in motion.
849. The colonel will-halt the column the moment
the third divisiem shall have its distance. As soon as
the column is halted, the dispositions indicated. No.
819, will be executed, and when these are completed, the colonel may proceed to form square.
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850. If the column be in march, he will also, in
the first place, cause company distance to be taken,
and, for this purpose, will command :
1. To form square. 2. By the head of column, take
half distance.
3. MARCH [or double quick—
MARCH].

851. This movement will be executed as prescribed. No. 330, and following. What is prescribed. No.
820, will be executed as the first and second divisions are put iu motion.
852. The Colonel will proceed to form square the
moment the third division shall have its distance;
at thf command form square, the dispositions indicated. No. 819, will be executed. If it be intend«fl
merely to dispose the column for square, the colonel
will not halt the column until the last division has
its distance.
853. In a simple column, left in front, these several movements will be executed according to the
same principles and by inverse means ; but the fronts
of the square will have the same designations as if
the right of the column were in front, that is, the
first division wOl constitute the first front, and thus
of the other subdivisions.
854. The battalion being formed into square, when
the colonel shall wish to cause it to advance a distance less than thirty paces, he will command:
1.

Till rRTlr»h I /-../iM/
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835, If it lie supposed that tk- H \
by the first front, the chief of th-fa f f " ? ^, '"''^^
mand:
"'• '^'"l '-om1. First division, forward.

2. Guide

centre.

856. The chief of the second front vt'iM fa
front to the left. The captains of the companies^
posing this front will place themselves outside ^^°^^
on the right of their left guides, who will renla"
them in the front rank; the chief of the third fro t
will face his front- to the right, and the captakis i
this front will place themselves outside, and on the
left of their covering sergeants: the chief of the fourth
front will face his front about, and command - l
Fourth division, forward. 2. Guide centre. The can
tain who is in the centre of the first front, will be
charged with the direction of the march, and wUl regulate himself by the means indicated in the school
of the company, No. 89.
857. At the command march, the square wUl put
itself in motion ; the companies marching by the flank
will be careful not to h(se their distances. The chief
of the fourth division will cause his division to keep
constantly closed on -the flanks of the second and
third fronts.
858. This movement will only be executed in quick
time.
859. The lieutenant colonel will place himself in
rear of the file of direction in order to regulate the
march.
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860. If the colongl should wish to halt the square,
he -will command:
1. Battalion.

2. H A L T .

861. At the second command, the square will
halt; the fourth front will face about immediately,
and without further command ; the second and third
fronts will face outwards; the captains of companies
will resume their places as in square.
862. In moving the square forward by the second, third, or fourth fronts, the same rules will be
observed.
863. The battalion being formed into square, when
the colonel shall wish to cause it to advance a greater
distance than thirty paces, he will command:
1. Form column.
864. The chief of the first front wUl command:
1. First division forward. 2. Guide left.
865. The commander df the fourth front will caution it to stand fiist; the commander of the second
front will cause it to face to the left, and then command. By company, by file left. The commander of
the third front will cause it to face to the right, and
then command. By company, by file right. At the
moment the second and third fronts face to the left
and right, each captain will cause to break to the
rear the two leading files of his company.
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866. These dispositions being made, the colonel
will command:
3. MARCH (or double

quick—MARCH).

867. At this command, the first front will march
forward ; its chief will halt^t when it shall have advanced a space equal to half its front, and align it by
the left.
868. The corresponding companies of tha second
and third fronts will wheel by file to the left and
right, and march to-meet each other behind the centre of the first division, and the moment they unite,
the captain of each company will halt his company
and face it to the front. The divisiou being re-formed, its chief will align it by the left.
889. The commander of the fourth front will cause
it to face about: its file closers will remain before
the front rank.
870. The column being thus re-Jbrmed, the colonel
may put it in march by the commands and means prescribed. No. 164, and following; the right guides will
preserve coiiipany distance exactly as the -directing
guides.
871. When the colonel shall wish to re-form
square, he will give the commands indicated. No.
840.
872. To cause the square to march in retreat a
distance greater than thirty paces,.the colonel will
first cause column to be formed as indicated No.
863; and when formed, he will cause it to face by
the rear rank ; to this end, he will command:
1. To march in retreat. 2. Face by the rear rank.
3. Battalion, about—FACE.
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873. At the second command, the file closers-.of the
interior divisions will place themselves, passing by
the outer .flanks of their';respective companies, behind the front rank opposite to their places in line ol
battle; the file closers of the other divisions will
stand fast.
874. At the third command, the battalion will face
about; each chief of division will place himself before its. rear rank, become front, passing through
the interval between its two companies; the guides
will step into the rear rank, now front.
875. The column being thus disposed, the colonel
may put it in ma'reh, or cause it to form square as if
it.were faced by the front rank. The square heiag
formed, its fronts will preserve the same desiguatioua
they had when faced by the front rank.
876. The battalipn being in square by the rear
rank, when the colonel shall wish to march it in retreat or in advance, a distance less than thirty paces,
he will ewnform to what is prescribed No. 854 and
following; otherwise, he will re-form the c(dumn
according to the principles prescribed No. 863 by
marching forward the fourth front.
877. If the square is to be marched to the front a
distance greater than thirty paces, the colonel will
face the column by the front rank; to this end, he
will command:
] . To march in advance.

2. Face by ihe front rank.

3. Battalion about—FACE.
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878. Which will be executed as prescribed No. 873
and following.
879. If th^ column be marching in advance, and
the colonel shall wish to march it in retreat, ha wUl
command:
1. To march in retreat. 2. Bnttalion right about.
3. M.\RCH or (douhle quick—MARCH.)
880. At the second comniand, the file closers of
the second,and third divasio'ns wHl place thems&reg
rapidly before the front rank of their respeetive^ivisions. At the command marl^, the columa will
face about and move off to the'rear; the chiefs of divisiims and the" guides will canforitt to whait is ptescribed No. 874.
881. If the csolumn be Hia<:cbing ia .retreat, *Bd
the colonel shall wish to march it in advance, he will
command :
1. To march in advance.

2. Battalion

rightabout.

3. MARCH (OS foubFe quick—MARCH.)

'

882. At the second command, the file closers of
the second and ^ i r d divisions •will place themselves
before the rear rank of their respective divisions; at
the third, the column will faee by the front rank.
To reduce the square.
883. The colonel wishing to break the square will
command":
1. Reduce square.

2.- MARCH (or double quick—
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884. This movement will be executed in the manner indicated. No. 863 and following ;. but the file
closers of the fourth front will place themselves behind the rear rank the moment it faces about; the
field and staff, the color-bearer and buglers, will, at
the same time, return to their places in column.
To form square from line of battle.
8 ^ . A battftliap deployed, inay be formed into
square m a direction either parallel or perpendiciUar
to the line of battle.
886. Iu the first ba,ae, the cedonel will cause the
battalion-to break -by division to the rear, by the
right or left, and then close the column to half distance, as ifidieatedf No. 817, and following.
887. In the second case, he will ploy the battalion
into simple column by.division at half distance in rear
of the right or left divisifiH^ or inlro column doubled on
the centre.
888. To ploy the battalion into coJuayn upon one of
the flank-divisioBS, the colonel will oommand :

'.-.

^"

1. To form square. 2. Cifyimn at hd^ distance by
division. 3. On the first (or fourth) division. 4.
Battalion right (or left)—FACE.
5. MARCH (or
double quick—-MARCH.)
889. This movement will be executed according to
the principles prescribed No. 119 and following.
890. If the battalion be marching in line of battle,
and the colonel shall wish to form square in a direc-
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tion perpendicular to the line of battle, he will command :
1. To form squafe. 2. On the first (or fourth
dicision, form column. 3. Snttation by the right
(or lift) flank. 4. M.vRCH (or double quick—
MARCH.)

801, This movement will be executed according
to the^i^rinciples prescribed fin- ploying a column by
4/vision at half distance, No. 150. The chief of the
first division wUl halt his division at the command
march.
892. To pl(^ the. battalioo into double cedumn, the
col»Hel wUl CMnmand:
'
1. To form square. 2. Double column at
ht^distc^ce. 3. Battalion inwards—-pACE. 4. MARCH
(or douhle quick—MARCH.)
893. This ingyemeut will be executed as prescri6ed
No. 778 and Miowing,
894. The battalion being in ma"roh, to ploy it into
double column to form square, the colonel will command :
1.

To form square. 2. Form double column.
3.
Battalion by the right and left flanks. 4. MARCH
(or double quick—-MARCH.)

895. This movement will be executed as prescribed
No. 788. The chief of the leading division will halt
his division at the command march.
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Observations relative to the formation
two ranks.

of squares in

» 896. When the colpnel shall jilSge it proper to have
a reserve, this reserve, in a bojuinn of three divisions
will be formed of the inner platoons of the second
division. The second division will, in this case close
tp platoon distance on the first division. When the
square'is formed, the reserve platoon will wove forward a diftasee nearly equal to a platoon front.
••» -

•-

^

897. In re-forming column, the first division will
move forward platoon, instead of company distance.
898. If the cokimn be formed:8f foiis divisio*i«, the
inner platoons of the third division will compose the
reserve; thenj,in re-forming column the first divi.sion'\vill confiwrm to the genera,l,riile, and the'chief
of the third, as s'oon as "his division- is formed, will
close it to platoon distamse oa the ^cond division.
The ^olcinel m ^ , if necessary, form the reserve of
the entire third division. In this CalS'the movement
will be ex,ecuted-in fjhe following maaner.
899. If the column be ait full distance, when it shall
close at the command to form square to half distance,
the chief of the third division will cause four files to
reak t o t h e rear from the right and "left of his division : the guides will close upon the outer files
remaining in line, and the left guide will march exactly in the trace of the file immediately in front of
him. This division will then close in mass on the
second division; and the chief of-the fourth division
will close to half distance on the same division,
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900. At the comQiand form sfuare, the chief of the
reserve division' wi^l aommand, 1. X6m2 division,
forward. 2. Quide centre; at jyws Kmsmand, the
guides on 4he flanks vpU faU. lak) tbe line of file
closers. At th^ coi^jv^iid jnatcji, the i^eserve wUl
move forward the djstaflce of a fUuuf an]i froqt.. Whan
halted itsxhief .will onuse the plat<H»Q» to be doubled,
and for tbis purpdbe will •umuiaod :*
1. On the centre douhle platoons.

2. MARCH.

9Wi. -At the fitfit command, J;lie chiefe of platoon
wiJl^ace themselves in ^ p t of the centre of their
respective ph4(pous ; the eiMe'f of each outey platoon
will face his pl<|t<oon towAi-ds the^cMitKe, and cause
to break t»..the rusg: two fijes from the Ipft or r\ght.
At the command ntai^f tW oiltej" pl9.f^ts * will
direct their mareh .so as to double .aa t i e centre
platoon at the Sistance of four .pae^^! their chiefs
will align these outer platoons op the c ^ t r e , and
the files pseviously'bwken to th« rear will come into
line.
.
o
902. I f the column be at half, instead of full distance, the colonel, before forming square, will order
the chiefs of the third and fourth divisions to move
forward their divisions aa prescribed No. 899.
903. If the column be closed in mass, at the- command to form square, the c;.hief of the third divisiog
wHl break four files to the rear from each of the
flanks as pfescribed No. 899.
904. The cokmel will halt the column as soon as
the second division sha'H have gained its distance.
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905. If the colonel shall wish the column to continue marching at the compiaud; by the head of
column take' half distance, the chief of the reserve
•division will give his cautioBary commands in sufficieiit time to. place hij division in motiera simultaneously with the one which precedes it. The chief
of the fourth diyi.-?ion will give the commaud march
at the instant thei'e'is c o m ^ n y disfance between his
diyisiou and the second".
906. When the colonel shall wish to re-form the
column, at the coimaand/t/rm column, the chief "of
the third division will command. Form division; at
this command, the chiefs Of the outer platoons which
have doubled in rear Of the centre platoons, will give
th<e cpmmands and .make the prepaa-atory movements
for deploying on the fcentre platoons, which will
be executed a t the command marcji g\yen by the
colonel and briskly repeated by the chief of this division. The division being re-formed, the chiefs of
the outer platoons will'retake their places in column,
and the chief of this division will -again cause four
files from each of its flanks-to break to the rear.
907. If before the formation of the square, the
column had been left in front, it wo'.ild be formed by
•the same commands and according- to the same principles-. The second divisiou, in this case, would form
the reserve.
908. The column being formed, if the col mel
shcrald wish to march it in' retreat, he will face it
by the rear rank. The files of the third division
broken off to the rear, will face about with the
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battalion, and when fhacolumn is put in motion, will
march iu froBt of^the rear ralik. B«t shOuM tlys colonel wish to rfefbrm the square, he will cause the battalion to face by the front-feiik.'
909. If the battalion be in line, instead of jncolutaB, the chief of.:.the reserve dij$'i»ion will bring
it into column in siich uiAnn^r that fftiere atay be a
distance of only four {laces bAtjween thi« division and.
the one wlj^ch is t o j i e imnfedj«r>ely in front-of i t ;
and when this diyigiou is halted and aligjjed, its
chief will cause tile uawaluumJber of ftles to be broken
to tie rear. T£e chief of the ^visitm-whicjEfc. slioiild
occ|ij)y in column a .position inmhediately in rear of
th&.'"reserve divisiou w S , on enterijig.the Q.olU(gan,
take a distance of twelve pjces between jt and the
division establiiriied immaiistely in front of the re-,
serve division.
Squares in four

ranks.

910.. If the square fiarmed in tvi^o ranks, according
to the preceding ruleSj should not be deemed sufRciently strong, the colonel may cause the square to
be furinid in four ranks.
911. The battalion Ijeing in column by company at
full distance, right,•«!? fi'ont, and at a "halt, when the
colonel shall wish to form square 4n four ranks, he
WiU first cause divisions to be formed, which being
executed, he will command :
].

To form square in four ranke 2. To half distance, close column. 3. MARCH (or double quick —
M.4RCH.)
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912. At the first command,, the chief of the first
division will caution tlie right company to face to
the left, and the left company to face to the right.
The chiefs of the other .diyi«ioiiiB will caution their
divisionis to move forward.
913. At the command mareh, the right company of
the first divisiem will form into-four r a n t s on its left
file, and the left company into four ranks on its right
file. The formation ended, the chief of this division
will align it by the left. "
•
914. The other divisions will move forward and
double their files, marching; the right compa-ny of
each division wUl dou-ble on its left fite, and the left
company on its right file. The formation completed,
each chief of division will command. Guide left.
Each chief wilj halt his eUvision when it shall have
the distance of a company Trent in four ranks from
the preceding one, counting from its rear rank, and
will align his division by the left. At the instant the
fourth division is halted, thefile closers will move rapidly before its front rank.
915. The colonel wijl form square, re-form column,
and reduce square in four ranks, by the same commands and means as prescribed for a battalion in two
ranks.
916. If the square formed in four ranks be reduced
and at a halt, and the cedonel shall wish to form the
battalion into two ranks; he will o6lmn«nd : .
1. In two ranks, undouble flies. 2.
wards—FACE.

Battalion out-

3. MARCH.

917- At the first command, the captains will step
before the centres of their respective companies, and
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tlioaeou their right irill caution ibcm to face to the
r i ^ and those oa the letl>i faae to the left.
918. At tBe second, cqnnuDd, the battalion will
lace to the right and ieu.
919, At the (sommand march, eaf h company will
nii(iaaBle*itsfile.sand re-form"into KN-O ranks as indicated in the school of the conspany No. ••376 and foltomng. Each captain will Bait his company and face
itidthe front. The formatiem completed, each chief
of division will align his division by the left.
980. If the column be in march, with divisiitns
fbi^ed in four ranks, and the colonel Shalf.wish tt> reftrm them into two fahks, he will command:
l.''Guide centre. 2. In Iwo ranks, undouble fiUsy

3.

MARCH,

921. The captain, placed in the centre of each dirision, will continue to march straight to the front,
as WiU also the left file of the right company, and the
right file of the l ^ company. Each c.mipany wiU
then be re-formed into two rai»ks, as prescribed m
the school of the company.
92"^ The-battalion being formed into two ranks,
the colonel wiUc.««»aBd, Guide left (or rtght.)
923 To f o m square in fou*r ranks on one of the
fl^k divisions, the colonel wUlcommand:
.-„ fn,ir ranks. 2. Column at half
^ / " £ : 7 ; S " - " S « the first (or foilrtit)
distance, ou ^^^^^^-^^^ ^igf.t (or left) FACE. 5.
^^l^^l {or double quick-UARCH.)
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924. At the second command, each chief of division
will place himself before the centre of his division,
and caution it to face to the right.
925. At the fourth command, the right guide of the
first division will remain faced to the front, the battalion will face to the r i ^ t .
926. At the command march,, the first file of four
nieii of the first division vvill fhceto the front, remaining doubled. AU the other files of four men will
step off together, andeach in succession will close up
to its proper distance on the file preceding it, and
face to the front, remaining doubled. When the last
file shall have closed, the chief of division will command. Left—DRESS.
927. The other divisions will ploy into column in
the same manner as with a battalion in two ranks,
observing what follows; the chiefs of division, instead of allowing their divisions to file past them on
entering the column, will contin-ue to lead them, and
as each division shall arrive on a line with the right
guide of the first division, its chief will halt the right
guide, who will immediately face to the front; the first
file of four men will also halt at the same time and
face to the front, remaining doubled. The.second file
"will close on the first, and when closed,-halt, and face
to the front, remaining doubled. All the other files
will execute successively what has just been pr*«scribed for the second. When the last file shall have
closed, the chief of division will command. Left—
DRESS.
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'.yZ'*. If the battalion be in march, the cqlonel will
.-.'.•.•:iiai'i!id:

1. To firm square, in fQur-ranks. 2. On the flrst dici.don, form columtn. S. Battalion, by the right
'fiank. 4. MARCH (x>r double-quick—MARCH.)
9"29 At the seccmd command, each chief of divi«i(m>'ill rtep in front of the centre of his division
and eaut ion it to face b y t h e right flank. The chjef
oFtbefirstdivision will caution his covering sergeant
toialt, and remain faced to the front.
•
9-30. At the command march, the battalion will face
to the right ; the covering sergeanfjof the fijst division wUl halt and remain faced- to the front; the first
division will then form into four ranks as heretofore
prescribed. The other divisions will ploy into ctdumo
in the same manner as if th« movement had taken
place from a halt.
'9^1. If the coldBel should wish to form a perperidicular square in four ranks, by double column, he
will command:
i^^p form squafe, in ft>ur ranks. 2. Doubh column
at half distance- 3. Battaliomnwards-FACE.
4.
MARCH [or double quick—MARCH,

i

- q'^9 At the second command, the captains of com9,32. At tne »^'^""
|
b-.fore the centres of
panics will P'"f« ^ ^ ^ S and caution those on the
*• "^'i : r t n ' c e T t h e " e T and those on the left to face
right to h'ce ^
^
^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ company wiU
Sution hts :=overing sergeant to stand fast.

'Mi

S C H O O L O F I'HE BA'I TALION—PART V.

933. At the third command, the battalion wiU face
to the i'-ffand right; at the command march, the left
file of the fourth, and the right file of the fifth company, will face to the front, remaining doubled. The
fourth company will close 'successively by file of fours
on the left file, and the fifth -coihpany, in like manner,
on the right file ; the files will face to the front, remaining eloubled. The formation completed, the chief
of division will command. Right dress. The junior
captain will place himself in the interval between the
two companies.
934. The other companies will close as pnescribed
for the' double column in two ranks, observing what
follows: each captain will halt the leading guide of
hie company the moment the head of his company arrives on a line with the centre of the column. In the
right companies, the left guides will step into the line
of file closers, and the left file of four men will face
immediately to the front, remaining doubled, and by
the side of the right guide of the left company. The
compauies will each form into fiour ranks, as prescribed No. 926, the right companies on the left file,
and the left companies on the right file. The formation completed, the junior captain will place himself
between tlie two compauies, and the senior will com,
mand. Right dress.
935. If the battalion be iu march, the colonel will
command:

/<&:

1 o o o o o tr^y 0 0 c . o o o o o o oy

*
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I. To form square, in fbur ranks. 2. Form double
column. 3. Battalion by the right and left flanks.
1

4. MARCH (or double

quick—MARCH.j

936. At the second command, the captains wiH place
ttiemselves before the centres of their respective compsiiies; aneMhose on the right will caution them to
fece by the left flank, and those on the left-to face by
the right flank ; the captain of the fifth company will
caution his covering sergeant to halt, and remain
faced to the front.
937. At the command march, the fourth andfifth
compauies wiU halt. The battalion will .face to the
left and right; the covering sergeant of the fifth company will halt and remain faced to the front, the movement will then be executed as if the battalion was at
a halt.
Oblique squares.
938. The battaUon being inline of battle, when the
colonel shaU wish to form the oblique square, he wiU
command:
1 To form oblique square. 2. On the flrst division
form column.
939 At the second command, the lieutenant colonel will trace the alignment of the first division in
the foUowing manner: he will place himself before
and near the right file of this division, face to the left,
march twelve paces along the front rank, halt, face
to the right, march twelve paces perpendicularly^ to
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the front, halt again, face- to the right, and immediately place a marker at this point. The covering sergeant of the right company will step, at the same
time, before its right file, face to the left, and conform
the line of his shoulders tp that of the shoulders of the
inarker established by the lieutenant colonel. These
two markers being established, the lieutenant colonel will place a third marker on the same alignment,
at the point where the left of the division wiU halt.
940. The chiefs of division will place themselves in
front of the centres of their divisions; the chief of the
first division will immediately establish it by a wheel
to the right on a fixed pivot, against the markers,
and align it by the left. The chiefs of the other divisions will caution them to face to the right. The colonel will then command:
3. Battalion right—FACE.

4, MARCH (or double

quick—MARCH.)

941. The three rear divisions will direct their
march so as to place themselves at half distance from
each other, and in the rear of the -first division, as
previously indicated, observing what follows :
942. The chief of the second division, instead of
breaking the headmost files to the rear, wUl break
them to the front, and at the command march, will
conduct his divisiou towards the pointof entrance into
the column Arrived at this point, he will halt in his
own person, cause his divisiou to wheel by file to the

•naDDCbeaoaP
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file hi n ,
? I ' ' ' ^'^'."^"•° ' '""^ "^ ^ " " " a« the left
a%n ft bv t f ' f V f 'n'*^' . T ' " '."'^ ''"-^ •^'^-i-"". - ' 1
the rear b, 1 1 h;, ^^" "'*'«'• f''^"i^i"a« wUl break to
r e s e : r i b ; J f . ! ' ' . t ' ' - ' = ''''I' ^vill e n t e r the c.dnmn as
tdion i- nl
i''^^<^'-"','d, and the m o m e n t the b . t luse
ic to lorm Square.
"It^" ,The formation of abattalion intooblique square
on the left division W.U be executed according to the
same principles and by inverse means.
944. Should t h e battalion be in march, the colonel
wiU first cause it to halt.
945. In the preceding example, the battalion w a s
supposed to be deployed ; but if it be already formed
in' column, the desired obliquity wUl be established
by causing it to change direction by the flank; to
this end, the colonel will command :
1. To form

oblique square.
2. Change direction
the right (or left) flank.

by

946. A t the second command, the lieutenant colonel
will t r a c e the new direction in the foUowing m a n n e r :
he wiU place before the right and left files of the headmost division, two m a r k e r s , and a third on the prolongation of the first two, on t h e side of the change of
direction, and a t twelve paces from t h e flank of the
column. H e yviU then place himself before the third
m a r k e r , march twelve paces perpendicularly to the
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front, halt,^nd finish tracing thejiew direction in the
manner indicated, .No. 939.
947. The colonel will then command :
3. Battalion right (or left)—FAOEI

4. MARCH (or

double quick—MARCH.)
948. The change of direction haying been executed,
the colonel will cause the square to be formed.
949. Should the column be in march, the colonel
will first cause it to halt.
.950. Oblique squares in four ranks, will be executed by the same means, and according to the principles prescribed for the formation of squares iu four
ranks.
951. Whether the battalion be ployed into simple
or double column, the particular dispositions for the
formation of Che square will be executed as prescribed No. 819 and following. The division which ia
to form the rear of the column, will be closed in mass,
and as soon as it is aUgned, the major will rectify the
position of the guides on the side of the column opposite to the ditfection.
952. If it be the wish of the colonel merely to prepare for square, he will in all fornjations with that
view substitute the command prepare for square in
place of to form square, and in that case, the last division will enter the column at company distance.
Remarks on the formation of squares.
953. It is a general principle that a column by com-
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pany, which is to be formed into square, will first
form divisions, and close to half distance. Nevertheless, if it find itself suddenly threatened by cavalry
without sufficient time to form divisions, the colonel
will cause the column to close to platoon distance and
then form square by the commands and means which
have been indicated ; the leading and rearmost companies wUl conform themselves to what has been prescribed for divisions in those positions. The other
companies will form by platoon to the right and, left
into line of battle, and each chief of platoon, after
kving halted it, wUl place himself on the line, as if
the platoon were a company, and he wiU.be covered
by the guide in the rear rank.
954. A battalion in column at full distance, having
to form square, will always close on the leading subdivision ; and a column closed in mass, will always,
for the same purpose, take distances by the head.
In either ca^e, the second subdivision should be careful, in taking its distance, to reckon from the rCar
rank of the subdivision in front of it.
955. If a column by company should be required
to form square in four ranks, the doubling of files wiU
always take place on the file next the guide.
956. When a column, disposed to*form square, shall
be in march, it will change direction as a column at
half distance; thus, having to execute this movement,
the column wiU take the guide on the side opposite
to that to which the change of direction is to be made,
if that be not already the side of the guide.
957. A column doubled on the centre at company

distance or closed in mass, may be farmed into square
according to the same principles as a simple column.
958. When a battalion is ployed, with a vie^v to the
square, it wiH always be in rear of the right or left
division, in order that it may be able to commence
firing, pending the execution of the movement. The
double column also, affords this advantage, and being
more primsptly formed than any other, it will habitually be employed, unless pirticular circumstances
cause a different formation to be preferred.
959. A battalion, in square, will never use any other
than the fire by file and by rank ; the cohr being in
the line of file closers, its guard will not fall back as
prescribed No. 4 1 ; it will fire like the men of the
company of which it forms a part.
960. If the square be formed in four ranks, the
first two ranks will alone exeeut-e the firings prescribed above; the other two ranks will remain either
at shoulder or support arms.
961. The formation of the square being often necessary in war, and being, the most complicated of the
manoeuvres, it will be as frequently rej eated as the
supposed necessity may require, in order to render
its mechanism famUiar to both officers and men.
962. In the exe(!iition of this manoeuvre, the colonel will carefuUy observe that the divers movements
which it involves succeed each other without loss of
time, but also without confusion; for, if the rapidity
of cavalry movements requires the greatest promptitude in the formation of squares, so, on the other
hand, precipitancy always results in disorder, and in
no circumstances is disorder more to be avoided.
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963. When the colonel shall wish to cover by
skirmishers the movements of a c(dunin preparing to
form square, he will detach for this purpose one or
two inner platoons ofone of the interior divisions of
the column. In this case, the exterior phitoons of
this division and the fi)lhnving subdividons, will, according to circumstane'es, cli:se on the pree-eding subdivision, in such manner, th.it there may be between
them only the distance necessary for forming into
line.
964. When the colonel shall be ready to form
square, he wUl, in order to recaU the skirmishers,
cause to the color to be sounded. If. on the return
of the skirmishers, there be not room for them to
form into line of battle, they will double on the outer
platoons of their lespective companies.
Column against cavalry.
965. When a column closed ip mass has to form
square, it will begin by taking company distance?
but if so suddenly threatened by Cavalry as not to
allow time for this disposition, it will be formed in
the fidlowing manner:
966. The colonel will command :
1. Column against cavalry.

2. MARCH.

967. At the first command, the chief of the leading
division will caution it to stand fast and pass behind
the rear rank; in the interior divisions each captain will promptly designate the num-ber of files ne-
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cessary to close, the in.terval betvyeeu his company and
the oiie in front of if. The cap taints of the divisions
next to the one in rear, in addition to closing the
iutQi-val in front, will also close up the interval which
separiates this division fr«m the last; the chief of the
fourth division •wiU caution it to face about, and its
file closers will pass briskly b.efore the front rank.
968. At the command march, the guides of each
division wiU "place themselves rapidly in the line of
file closers. The first division will stand fast, the
fourth wiU face about, the outer file of each of these
divisions v^ill theij face outwards ; in the other divisions the fifes designated for closing the intervals will
form to" the right and left into line, but in the division next to the reaEmieist one, the first files that
come into line will close to the right or left untU
they join the rear division. The files of each company which remain inc'blumn will close ein their outer
files, formed into line, in order to create a vacant
space in the middle of the eolumn.
969. If the column be in march, the column against
cavalry will be forrned by the, same command and
means. At'the cominand ma,rch, the first and fourth
divisiouB yvUl halt and the latter division will face
about; the interior divisions will conform to what
has-been prescribed above.
970. The battalion being no longer threatened by
cavalry, the colonel wUl command :
1. Form column.

2. MARCH.

971. At the command march, the files in column
will close to the left and right to make room for those
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in Une, who wiU retake their pla<Jes in column by
stepping backwards, eotcept those closii^ the interval
between the two rear diyisioh^, who"will take their
places in cedumn by a flank movement. The fourth
division wiU face about, the guides will resume, their
places.
97-.J. If the coiefnel should be so pressed as not to
have time to order bayonets to be fixed, the men
will fix them, without command or .signal, at the
^jautionary command, column against cavalry.
973. As this mauceuvre is oftea used in war, and
with decided advantage] the colonel will frequently
cause it to be executed, in order to render it familiar.
ARTICLE F I F T E E N T H .

^

The Rally..

974. The battaUon being in line of battle, the colonel wiU sometimes cause^he disperse to be sounded,
at which signal, the battalion will break and disperse.
975. "When the colonel shall wish to rally the battaUon, he will cause to the color to be sounded, and
at the same time place two markers and the colorbearer in the direction he may wish to give the battalion.
976. Each captain will rally bis company about
six paces in rear of the place it is to occupy in line of
battle.
977. The colonel will cause the color-company to
be promptly established against the markers, and

each company, by the ccimfliand of its captain will
be aligned on the color-ciitnpan-y according to the
principles heretofore prescribed.
978. When the colonel shall wish to rally the battalion in column, he will cause the assembly to be
sounded, and place two markers before the position
to be occupied, by the first .company ; the cniitain of
this company wUl rally his company in rear of the
two markers, and each of the other cafitains vvill
rally his company at.platojopdistaiice, behind the on»
which should precede it in the order in column.
ARTICLE SIXTEENTH.

Rules for maneeucring by the rear rank.
979. It may often be necessary to cause a battalion to manoeuvre by the rear rank ; when the case
presents itself, the following rules will be observed.
980. The battaUon being by the front rank, when
the colonel shall wish to manoeuvre by the rear rank,
he wiU command:
1. Face by the rear rank.

2. Battalion.

3. About

—FACE.

981. If the battalion be deployed, this movement
will be executed as has been indicated for the fire by
the rear rank.
932. If the battalion be in c<dunin bj- company, or
by platoon, right or left in front, the chiefs of subdivision, to take their new places in column, wiU each
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pass by the left flank of his subdivisiim, and the file
chisers by the right flank; the guides will place
the;nselves in the lear rank.
9-<3 Tf tj.p column be forniod by division, the
chiefs of division will each pa-;s by the interval in
the centre of hi-t division, and the file eloser.s by the
outer fltiikM of their respective compinies; the junior
captain in each division will step into the rear rank,
and be covered in the froiit rank by the covering sergeant of the left company.
984. The lieutenant cidonel wUl place himself
abreast with the leading subdivision, and the major
abreast with the rearmost one.
9-iT>. The bittalion being faced by the rear rank,
companies, divisions, and wings, will preserve their
prim- denominations respecti\ ely.
9>i'). The manoeuvres by the rear rank will be execated by the same commands and on the same principles as if the battalion faced by the front rank ; but
in such manner that when the battalion shall be
brought to its proper front, all the subdivisions may
find themselves in their regular order from right to
left.
987. According to this principle, when a column
fixced by the rear rank is deployed, the subdivisions
which, in line of battle by the front rank, ou.ght to
find themselves on the right of the subdivision on
which the deployment is made, will face to the left;
and tho^e which ought to be placed on its left, will
face to the right.
9.^8. Vrhen a batiiilion in line of battle, faced by
the rear rank, is to be ployed into cedumn, the colonel will announce, in the commands, left or right in
front, according as it may ! e intended that the first
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or last subdivision shall be at the head of the column,
because the first subdivision is on the left, and the
last on the right of the battalion faced by the rear
rank. The column by the rear rank will take the
guide to the right, if the first subdivision be in front,
and to theleft in the reverse case.
989. A column, faced ^y the rear rank, will be
brought to its proper front by the means heretofore
prescribed. If the column be formed by company,
or by platoon, the chiefs of subdivision, in order to
take their new places in column, wUl pass by the
left of subdivisions, now right, and the file closers by
the right, now left.

SCHOOL OF THE

BATTALION,

ARRAVQED INTO LESSONS.

LESSON FIRST.

Article /.—Open ranks. No. 23.
Article /f.—Close ranks. No. 29.
Article ///.—Manual of arms. No. 30. Loading at
will. No. 31.
, „
Article /K.—Different fires, by the front rank. No.
39, and by the rear rank. No. 54.
LESSON SECOND.

Article I.—Break by company to the right, No. 69, Or
to the left. No. 74.
:,:,..
Article //.—March in column at the cadenced step,
a considerable distance, No. 164. Change of direction. No. 231. Diminish and increase front in
marching, No. 196. March in retreat. No. 170.
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Article HI.—Halt the column. No. 239. Form it
to the left or right into line of battle. No. 390.
Execute this formation, the column inarching, No.
402.
Article IV.—Execute the countermarch, and repeat
the same movements. No. 351.
Article V.—Form column into line of battle, to the
right or left, by inversion, No. 407.
LESSON THIRD.

Article I.—Break by company to the rear by the
right or left, the b-.ittaUon being at a halt, No. 87,
or marching, No. 94.
Article IL—March in the route step. No. 198. Cause
to be executed, at this gait and in double quick
time, the divers movements inciident to the column
in route, and cause the cadenced step to be resumed.
Article HI.—Form the column forward into line of
battle, Nos. 440, 452, faced to the rear into line of
battle, Nos. 466, 480, the battalion being at a halt,
or marching. Form the column forward into line,
and continue the march in this order, No. 456.
Article IV.—Form the column on the right. No. 416,
or the left. No. 432, into line of battle.
Article V.—March by the flank. No. 722, and form
companies into line, marching.
Article VI.—The column supposed to arrive before,
No. 175, or behind the line of battle. No.-184, to
priilong it on that line.
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I Article fV/.-Change front fiiiward. No. 740 or in
rear, X.,. 760. on the right or left of companies, in
diiectioiis [wpendicular or oblique.
Article r///.-Marc-h by the right flank. No. 722, or
bv the lott fl.ink, ^ o . 7->-,. Cliaii-e directioii by file,
;,' - u "'•",' *'"' ''•'ff«'»"i into Une eif battle,
on the nt'ht eir left, by file. No. 735.
^xl'''J,n~^''^'
*'"' '''•'^'^' '" ^••^^'•ei't by the right.
No. / 09, or by-the flank, No. 720.
LESSON F O U R T H .

Article /.—Break by division to the rear, by the right
or left, the battalion being at a halt or marchiiiff
No. li.,-.^.
^'
Article II.—51,1 rch in column by division. No. 161.
DiInilli^h and increase front liy company. No. 196.
Article IIf.—Close the column to half distance on the
headmost or the reuimost division. No. 278.
Artir/e IT—March in column at half distance. No.
281, and change direction. No. '287.
Article V.—The column being at half distance, to
form square at a halt. No. 817, or marching. No
837.
Article VI.—The battalion being in square to march
to the front, No. 654. Halt the square, No. 860.
Fin-m Column to mareh to the front, A'o 863, or in
retreat. No. 872. Ee-form the square. No. 875.
Article VII,—Reduce the square, No. 883.
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Article VHI.—Close the column in mass onthe headmost or rearmost division, No. 279.
Article IX.—March in column closed in mass, and
change direction'by the front of subdivisions. No.
288.
Article X.—Form the column against cavalry, No.
966.
Article XI.—Take distances by the.head, No. 323 and
330, or on rear of the column, No. 333, the column
being at a halt or marching.
Article XH.—The column bein^ by company, cause^
to M executed the movements indicated in Nos. 3,
4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9,10 and 11 of this lesson. The cedumn
being at half distance, or closed in mass, to form to
the left or right, into line, wheel, on the rear of the
column. No. 502.
Article XIII. —The column being by company, form
divisions from a halt. No. 364, or in march. No.
376.
Article XIV.—The column being by division, to form
it to the left or right into line of battle at a halt.
No. 401, or in march, No. 402.
LESSON F I F T H .

Article I.—The battalion being in Une of battle, and
at a halt, to ploy it by division into column closed,
in mass on the right division. No. 119, or on the
left division, No. 141, or on an interior division, No.
143, the right or left in front. Ploy the battalion
marching in line of battle on' the right or left division, No. 149.
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Article II.—Execute the countermarch, No. 332.
Article HI.—Change direction to the right, No. 307,
to the left. No. 313, by the flank of the column.
Article IV.—Deploy the column on the right division.
No. 514, on the left division, No. 541, or on any interior division, the column being at a halt, or
marching. No. 563.
irticle V.—Ploy the battalion into column by diviiion at half distance marching. No. 556.
Lrticle VI.—Ploy the battaUon by company, closed in
mass, and form it on the right or left into line ol
\«ttle. No. 577.
Article VII-—Ploy the battalion into double column,
at half distance. No. 777, or closed in mass, No.
793, the battalion being at a halt, or marching.
.Article VHI.—March in this order, and change direcI tion, No. 794.
Article /X—Deploy the column at a halt. No. 796 or
marching. No. 800, and. without suspendmg the
march. No. 802.
Article X—The double column being at half distance form it into line of battle faced to the right
or left No 803, the column being in march, No. 807.
Execute the same movement without suspending
the march. No. 810.
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Article XI.—Perpendicular or parallel squares, the
battalion being dephiyed, Nos. 889, 895. ObUque
squares, the battalion being in line of battle. No.
933, 01 in column, No. 945. Squares iu four ranks,
No. 911.
LESSON SIXTH.

Article I.—March in line of battle, No. 587.
the battalion, No. 635, and align it. No. 640.

Halt

Article II.—Change direction in line of battle, advancing, No. 652, or in retreat,"No. 681. Execute
passage of obstacles. No. 682.
Article HI.—Oblique
623.

march in line of battle. No,

Article IV —Disperse and rally the battalion in line
of battle. No. 974, and rally ther battalion in column by company. No. 978.

REMARKS
ON T H E

SCHOOL OF THE BATTALION.

I N every course of instruction, thefirst lesson will
be executed several times in the order in which it ia
arranged; but as soon as the battalion shall be con-
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firmed in the principles of the lesson, the fires will
be executed after the advance in line, and after the
varhms formations into line ot battle, and into square.
Paiticnlar attention will be given to the fire by file,
which is that principally used in war.
Every lesson e>f this school will be executed with
the utmost prccisi(m; but the second, which comprehends the march in column, and the march in line
of battle, bring of the most importance, will be
the (iftene^t repe.tted, especially in the beginning.
Great attention ought, also, to be given to the
fourth lesson, which comprehends the march in column by division, and the dispositions against cavalry.
The successive formations will sometimes be executed by inversion.
In the beginning, the march in cedumn, the march
iu line of battle, and the march by the flank, will be
executed only in quick time, and will be continued
until the battalion shall have become well established
in the cadence of this step.
The non-cadenced step will be employed in this
school only in the repetition of the movements incident to a column in route, or when great celerity
may be required.
When it may be desired to give the men reUef,
p.rms may be supported, if at a halt, or marching by
the flank.
In Hi-irching bythe front, arms maybe shifted to
the richt shoukler; but not in the march in line of
battle'until the battaUons shall be well instructed.

224

SCHOOL OF THE BATTALION.

After arms have been carried for some time on the
right shoulder, they may be shifted, in like manner,
to the left shoulder.
When a battalion is manoeuvring, its movements
will be covered by skirmishers.
All the companies wUl be exercised, successively,
in this service.
When a battalion, instructed in this drill, shall be
required to manoeuvre in the evolutions of the line,
its movements will be regulated by the instructions
contained in the third volume of the Tactics for heavy
Infantry, approved by the War Department, April
10th, 1835.
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