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PREFACE
j H E E E is no subject so fraught with controversy or which
calls out so much of sharp criticism as that relating
to the events and incidents of the War of the Eebeilion. Many of the people of to-day vehemently insist that there
never was a "rebellion" against the United States, and are wont
to refer to the war as the " late unpleasantness," the " war between the States," or other such half apologetic terms; deprecating
the while the use of the words "rebellion" and " r e b e l " as calculated to keep alive the " asperities of the war," and as being
inimical to the• establishment of "good feeling between the sections." In their vocabulary, the "rebellion" becomes the " Confed
eyate Government," the rebel in arms the " Confederate soldier,"
and the traitor in civil life the " Confederate statesman" and
"Southern patriot!"
Not only is this radical difference of opinion as to the nature of
the conflict dominant in our Nation to-day, but among the^ defenders of the national honor and integrity who yet survive and
who were active participants in the great drama which gave to us
a redeemed and disenthralled nationality, and revivified the fading
glories of the tree of personal and constitutional liberty, there
are few who see the same events alike, or agree in the narration
of them.
Hence it is that the author of this work neither anticipates or
expects that his statements and accounts will be received without
question, or accepted without controversy.
(xi)
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To those who are fastidious about using the terms rebellion
and rebel, I can only say, that we of the army believctl we were
engaged in the work of overthrowing a lawh'HH and unjustified
and unjustifiable rebellion against the peace and territorial integrity of the Government of the United States; that the soldier in
arms against us was a rebel, and that those at the head of the
political machinery by which the forces in antagonism to the government were organized and equipped were traitors ; and so believing, we stamped the words on every line of our battle reports
and official war papers and correspondence, and to-day, in giving
to the public the story of our actions, I have not the inclination,
nor do I see any reason, to falsify the pages of history by dropping
the terms. We never recognized the "Confederacy" in our vocabulary during the war, and in this work, designed as it is to
give a true picture of how we felt, as well as how we acted, the
words " Confederate," " Southerner," and terms of that ilk have
no place.
To my comrades in arms, who may differ with me in the accounts herein contained, I would call to mind the difficulty of
getting any considerable number to agree upon all the circumstances of even the most trivial incident in camp or field ; and
while I do not pretend to give all the notable or even important
events which transpired in our field of operations, I do claim to
have sought earnestly to state the exact facts in those noted. In
treating of the independent regiments, or parts of regiments, I
have, by extensive correspondence, extending over a number of
years, arrived at the conclusions given, while in tracing the operations of the brigades and the divisions, I have carefully followed
the official reports and official correspondence written at the time.
In the accounts of charges and battles, I have uniformly given
credit to those leading the advance, without, in any wise, however,
detracting from the important service rendered by those in rear
or in reserve.
I have chosen the title, " Minty and the Cavalry," for the rea
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st)n t h a t I\liuty was the lust commander of the division, and not
out of any desire to unduly exalt him above tbe gallant Turchin,
the heroic Gerrard, or the inviucible Long, who so successfully
and nobly commanded it before him.
I h a d prepared a hxrge amount of matter—official documents,
correspondence, reports, &c.— together with a full list, giving the
name of every man killed, wounded, captured, or disabled in the
service belonging to t h e division, for insertion in t h e appendix of
this work, b u t the extent to which it has grown on my h a n d s renders it impossible to insert, a n d much is, therefore, omitted, while
in lieu of it I have enlarged t h e size of the pages, a n d p u t t h e
work in clean, clear, full type.
With this explanatory epistle, t h e work is submitted to the
public.
J O S E P H G. V A L E .
CARLISLE, P A . , May

4,

1886.
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MAJOR GENERAL

DAVID S. STANLEY.

S K E T C H OF H I S L I F E A N D M I L I T A E Y SERVICES.
*

LPrepared epecially for this work by J. G. BAIXANOE. ]

Among the many distinguished Ohio heroes that went forth to
engage in the defense of their country, none surpass the subject
of this sketch in valor, patriotism,-and all that goes to make a
beloved chieftain, and none in whom fathers can find more admirable traits of character to hold up as examples to their sons.
DAVID SLOAN STAKLE? was born June 1, 1828, in Cedar Valley,
Wayne county, Ohio. He early evinced a desire for study, and
exhibited an admirable memory, which he stills retains in undiminished vigor.
I t was his intention to become a member of the medical profession, and he became a student in the office of Dr. Firestone, of
Wooster, Ohio, and attended a partial course of medical lectures.
He was appointed a cadet to the West Point military academy
by Hon. Samuel Lahm. On his way there, he met young Sheridan, Hascall, and Crook, who were also journeying thither for the
purpose of entering this justly celebrated institution. He entered West Point, July 1, 1848, and in a short time stood in the
front rank, both in his studies and military bearing. He graduated July 1, 1852, and was appointed brevet second lieutenant in
the Second dragoons, (Second cavalry,) and was ordered to report
for duty at the cavalry school of instruction at Carlisle, Pennsylvania.
In the spring of 1853, he reported as assistant to Lieutenant
Whipple, who been detailed to make a survey for a railroad to
the Pacific ocean, along the 35th parallel. The route surveyed
is substantially the same that is now traversed by the Atlantic
and Pacific railroad, from Albuquerque westward. While on that
duty, he received his promotion as second lieutenant. Second
(XV)
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dragoouF, (Second cavalry.) and was afterwards appointed
second lieutenant of the First (now Foiu-th) cavalry.
He was promoted first lieutenant of the First (now Fourth)
cavalry. .March 27, IH")").
From lsr)() - 18()1, Lieutenant Stanley was in the saddle the
greater part of the time, either in protecting the peaceable citizens of Kansas from the ravages and lawlessness of the borderruffians and jay-hawkers, or in scouts against hostile Indians in
Texas and the Indian Territory.
Among the numerous Indian engagements, scouts, and expeditions in which ho was engaged, was the campaign against the
Cheyenne Indians, in 1857. The Indians were discovered on
Solomon's Fork, where they^—in imitation of civilized warfare—
drew up in a regular line of battle, in anticipation of an attack
on their village. This is believed to be the first recorded instance of Indians being formed in this manner, although such
a disposition has several times occurred since that date. A saber
charge was ordered, and the line of battle disappeared, as did the
Indians composing it, except those who were killed and severely
wounded. The expedition was successful in every respect and a
favorable treaty was made with the Cheyennes. In this fight,
the then celebrated Cheyenne chief. White Antelope, rushed on
Lieutenant Stanley and snapped a pistol in his face, which fortunately did not go off', and, before he could do further harm, he
was struck by Lieutenant J. E. B. Stuart, (afterwards famous as
a Confederate cavalry general,) and Lieutenant Stanley pulled
his pistol and shot the Indian chief dead.
On February 27, 1859, he had a sharp fight with the Comanche
Indians, near Fort Arbuckle, in which he was very successful and
was complimented in general orders by General Scott.
On March 16, 1861, he was promoted captain of the First
cavalry.
The question as to what each officer would do in the event of
a war between the States was the unceasing subject of conversation at every mess-table. During all this time. Captain Stanley
was an unswerving and devoted advocate of the Union cause.
The Confederate government appreciated the advantages of
having regular officers to discipline the raw troops much quicker
than the National Government, and early endeavored to win all
the officers of the regular army over to its side by offers of high
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rank and command. Many officers were converted by those arguments to the doctrine then preached. Congressman Rust, afterwards a rebel general, offered Captain Stanley the colonelcy of
a regiment in the Confederate service ; this offer was very tempting to a military man, but it was, without hesitation, declined.
On June 24, he joined in the expedition to South-west Missouri, in pursuit of General Price. General Sweeney sent Captain Stanley's cavalry command in advance of his, with orders to
surround the town of Forsyth, Missouri. Captain Stanley attacked the enemy in the town, on June 27, and drove them from
it. He was in the thickest of the fight, and his horse,was shot
from under him.
A large quantity of arms, munitions of war, clothing, and rations were captured. This event was one of the most brilliant
that took place in the early history of the war, and if it had occurred in the Eastern army, it would have obtained for Captain
Stanley a substantial recognition.
In this fight he exhibited that great coolness and courage which
were a distinguishing features of his whole course of action
throughout the late war.
A characteristic incident, that occurred later in the war, is related of him by the colonel of a certain. Ohio regiment, which
illustrates his coolness under fire. The colonel was in advance on
the skirmish line with his regiment, and as the bullets were flying
very thick, the colonel and his command were behind trees and
such other objects as would afford them protection. Stanley,
who was in the front line near him, asked him for a drink from
his canteen, which was handed him, and in plain view of the
enemy. As he started to raise it to his lips, a bullet struck the
canteen and tore off part of it. Stanley deliberately turned it
up and drank from the opening thus made, and handed it back
to the owner as unconcernedly as if he were taking a drink in his
own dining-room.
On August 2,1861, at Dug Spring, Captain Stanley's command
was placed in reserve on the right, and at the critical moment he
gallantly attacked the enemy and drove him from the field, after
a severe hand-to-hand fight. His command formed part of the
army which, under General Lyon, fought the battle of Wilson's
creek. He was detailed to guard the train of the command, and
succeeded in preserving it to the little army, notwithstanding its
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repulse. In the retreat of the army, after the battle of Wilson's
creek, to Rolla, (Japtain Stanley bad command of the rear guard,
and successfully covered its retreat by his untiring energy and
vigilance. A skirmish took place at Salem, in which tho enemy
was defeated.
On account of his brilliant achievements at Independence, I'orsytli, and Dug Spring, the governors of Illinois and Iowa each
offered him the colonelcy of a regiment, but he declined both of
them.
Ho was promoted brigadier general of volunteers on September 2S, ISOl.
While on his way to a review, in November, 1861, his horse, in
attempting to take a ditch, fell on him and broke his leg.
In tho spring of 1862, he was assigned to the command of the
First division of tho Army of the Mississippi. His division was
tho first to occupy the trenches in front of the enemy's position
at New Madrid. The general commanding the Army of tho Mississippi, in his official report of the capture of New Madrid, states
that he was "especially indebted" to General Stanley, not only
for his " efficient aid on the last days of the operations here," but
also for his " uniform zeal and cooperation during the whole of
the operations near thip place," and that his division, which was
" exposed to the full fury of the cannonade, without being able
to return a shot, *
*
* displayed coolness, courage, and
fortitude worthy of all praise."
In speaking of General Stanley's conduct throughout the campaign, which resulted in the capture of New Madrid and Island
No. 10, the general in command complimented him for the " untiring activity and skill" with which he commanded his division.
Tho thoroughness with which he successfully performed his
varied parts caused his superiors to feel that they could safely
intrust any work to him, and, as a consequence, throughout all
the war he always had an active command in the field, except
when disabled. General Stanley's reputation was such that he
was considered a very desirable officer for army commanders.
(Mineral Buell, on April 3, 1862. made an application for his services, as also did General McClellan.
He accomjianied his division to Corinth, and took part in most
of tho fighting around i t ; was present at tho skirniish at Monterey; in tho battl(> of Farmington, and tho second skirmish of
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May 24. In the skirmish near the White House, on Bridge
creek, which took place on May 28, the enemy made a very spirited attack on General Stanley's division, but was repulsed with
severe loss, over fifty being buried in a space of three acres. The
enemy received a second severe repulse from this same division,
and it was not again molested during the operations around
Corinth. In these operations General Stanley followed out his
principle of throwing up cover in the presence of the enemy
whenever the opportunity offered, even if the occupation was to
be a temporary one. By following out this principle, he was enabled to save the army of General Schofield at Spring Hill and
Franklin.
I n the fall of 1862, General Grant determined, by means of a
simultaneous attack from the north and south, to capture the
rebel army in luka. The attack from the north failed, but Bosecrans attacked, at the hour designated, from the south. The
rebels were strongly intrenched on the crest of a hill, and they
succeeded in repulsing the attack made on them by the head of
Rosecrans' column, and in capturing his advanced battery. The
day seemed lost, when Stanley rushed to the front with his command and drove the enemy out of the works, and this saved the
day. Stanley was especially commended by Rosecrans for his
gallantry in this fight.
General Stanley was, at the battle of Corinth, under the command of Rosecrans. On October 3, the battle commenced ; General Davies' command was attacked with such fury and by such
an overwhelming force that it was compelled to retreat. General
Stanley arrived in time to check the retreat, and, though attacked
by vastly superior numbers, maintained his position until dark.
During the night, the defenses were strengthened, and General
Stanley occupied the line betjveen redoubts Robinett and Williams;
and here was to be, as Rosecrans undoubtedly anticipated when
he placed General Stanley there, the grand contest of the fight.
The rebels charged and charged, but were unable to take either
place. Parts of tke line gave way in other places, but the omnipresent Rosecrans would succeed each time in rallying them and
leading them back. The line held by Stanley's division never
once wavered, but stood like adamant, unaffected by the volleys
or bayonets of the enemy, and Van Dorn's army was defeated
with great loss.
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In the meantime. General Rosecrans had been ordered to supersede Buell in the command of tho Army of the Cimiberland, and
remembering that General Stanley had saved the day at luka and
Corinth, he applied for his stuvices to command the cavalry of
that army, which request was granted.
His brilliant exploits received a merittvl recognition in Washington, and on November 2V), he was appointtul major general of
volunteers.
His career as commander of the cavalry of the Army of the
Cumberland is related in detail in another part of this volume,
and furnishes an astonishing number of battles, engagements, aLd
skirmishes, he having commanded the division, and been personally present in nearly every e.ngagement in which any portion of
it participated.
General Stanley, in September, 1863, was laid up at Stevenson,
Alabama, with chronic dysentery, too weak to move or raise his
head, and unable to take part in the battle of Chickamauga.
In the re-organization of the army of the Cumberland, in April,
1864, he commanded the First division of the Fourth army corps,
and took part in the operations around Dalton, including the battle of Rocky-Faced Ridge.
For his "gallant and meritorious services" at the bettle of
Resaca, he was promoted brevet colonel in the regular army.
On the 18th, General Stanley's division advanced and encamped
for the night at Kingston. The following morning, taking, the
lead, he advanced towards Cassville. He was engaged in the
maneuvering and skirmishes arotmd New Hope church ; in the
battle of Dallas ; in the maneuvering and skirmishes which caused
the abandonment of Pine mountain ; in the battles and skirmishes
around Kenesaw mountain, and in the assault on the enemy's
works at Ruff's station. At the latter place. General Stanley's division, almost entirely unaided, had a desperate struggle with the
enemy, and finally succeeded in driving him to an interior line of
works.
For his gallant and meritorious services in this battle, he was
appointed brevet brigadier general in the regular army. In tho
engagement, usually called the battle of Atlanta, General McPherson was killed, and the Army of the Tennessee fought tmder the
orders of General Logan and gained the battle. Tho command
of the Army of the Tennessee was given to General Howard.
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General Thomas warmly recommended that General Stanley be
given the command of the Fourth corps, and he was appointed to
it by the President, and he retained this command until he was
mustered out of the volunteer service.
On August 31, 1864, General Stanley was ordered to proceed
with his corps to Rough and Ready, and thence to Jonesboro',
thoroughly destroying the railroad. General Sherman was so
afraid that the railroad would not be thoroughly destroyed, that
he sent his staff officer. Colonel Warner, to General Stanley to
reiterate previous orders about destroying the road so that it
could not be easily repaired. This message was delivered by
Colonel Warner to General Stanley about 3, p. M. When he had
completed his work, by burning the ties and making loops and
bows of the rails, he hastened forward to the enemy's works at
Jonesboro', and arrived in sight of the enemy about 4, p. M., one
hour after he received the order from Colonel Warner. Kimball's
division was deployed so as to join Davis near the railroad. The
enemy was well posted, in great force, on a ridge in front of Kimball's left and Newton's right.
The official reports of this battle are not at hand, but the following is an extract from the report of General William Grose,
commanding the Third brigade of Kimball's division. * * *
" I was ordered by General Kimball to prolong the left of the
First brigade, which I did without halting, until my advance was
checked by getting into a thick bramble of underbrush and a
swamp in a dense woodland, through which it was impossible to
ride, and the enemy, with a heavy skirmish line in our front and
his artillery in reach, playing on us, contributed to impede our
progress, * * * night came on, yet my lines. Seventy-seventh Pennsylvania, Eighty-fourth and Eightieth Illinois, and
Ninth Indiana in front line, pressed forward under a heavy fire
of canister from the enemy's guns." * * * Kimball's whole
line was resisted by infantry and artillery, and he experienced
great difficulty in placing his battery in position, on account of
the destructive fire of the latter.
In Sherman's memoirs, a very erroneous impression is given
by the statement that Captain Audenried, Colonel Poe, and General Thomas were sent with orders to hurry up Stanley's corps,
which orders, if they had been received, would have superseded
the original instructions and the explicit orders of General Sher-
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man, delivered at 3, p. M., by Colonel Wariu>r. As it was smne
distance from where General Sherman was io where General
Stanley was carrying out his orders, " t o tluiroughly destroy the
railmail, " thest> throe messengers must have been sent in ray)id
succession, and very soon after ho sent Colonel Waruor. The
foremost must have lieard tlio booming of his cannon, and that
of tho rebels opposed to him, before he arrived near General
Stanley. Whatever may have been the cause, none of tho messengers mentioned reachetl General Stanley ; if they had, it
would not have been until after he had becom(> desperately engaged. Tho ''Memoirs " fail to state that none of these orders
were delivered, nor that General Stanley had become engaged
with Hood's left before tho messengers could deliver his orders ;
but a soliloquy is indulged in as to what might have been, had so
and so happened, which could not properly have happened in the
face of Sherman's unrevoked orders. General Sherman's attention was called to these facts after the publication of the ''Memoirs, " and he very fairly proposed to correct the error in this
regard in his next edition, by publishing in .a foot-note a letter
containing the facts substantially as above set forth, and the next
edition of his " Memoirs" will give the truth of this matter.
Stanley followed the retreating enemy to Lovejoy station, assaulted him in his entrenchments, and succeeded in carrying a
portion of his works, but, owing to a misunderstanding on the
part of another commander, there was lack of cooperation, and
he was unable to hold the works gained.
General Thomas was ordered to Nashville on October 3d, and
on October 6, General Stanley was ordered to command the
Army of the Cumberland in his absence. This was the command
of a lieutenant general, and is the highest command he ever
held.
On October 26, General Stanley was ordered with his whole
corps to Chattanooga, to report to General Thomas. Thomas
divined that the objective point of the enemy would be Nashville, and he ordered Stanley to concentrate the Fourth corps at
Pulaski. Hood continued to advance northward, and it became
/evident that he intended to cut Schofield off from Nashville bv
capturing Columbia. There were two roads leading from Lawrenceburg to tho railway, in Sclmfield's r e a r ; the larger and
more important one to Columbia, and tho other to a small place.
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called Lynnville, about half way to Columbia. Scbolield jjushed
one division (Cox's) of his own, and one (Wagner's) of Stanley's
cori^s, to Lynnville, to cover the road leading to that place, and
the following day Stanley arrived with the divisions of Wood and
Kimball. The army then advanced and entrenched at Columbia.
Knowing that the object of Thomas was to delay the advance
of Hood until ho could concentrate sufficient troops at Nashville
to oppose him, Schofield determined to delay Hood's advance as
much as possible. With this end in view, he had Cox's division
thoroughly to entrench themselves on the north bank of Duck
river. Stanley's corps was posted as follows : Wood's division
in rear of Cox's position, (one brigade, (Post's,) being detached on
a reconnoissance up the river.) Kimball's division in the rear of
Wood's ; each division being in supporting distance of the one in
rear.
Stanley proceeded in person with Wagner's division to Spring
Hill. This place, being directly in the line of retreat, was an extremely important position to hold.* Stanley arrived at Spring
Hill in time to meet Forest's cavalry, who had just repulsed a
small force of Federal infantry and cavalry. Stanley, after driving back Forrest, posted two brigades (Opdyke's and Lane's)
near the town and trains, and the other (Bradley's) on a knoll,
about three-fourths of a mile to the east. A furious assault on
Stanley's advanced position apprised him that the enemy's infantry was near in large numbers. Twice was this assault made,
and twice the enemy driven back, but at the third assault, the brigade gave way and fell back on the main line, where the enemy
was repulsed with heavy loss.
Stanley, with one division, (Wagner's,) and Bridge's artillery,
succeeded in holding in check Forrest's cavalry at Thompson's
station, repulsing its attack at Spring Hill ; the assault of
Cheatham's corps, supported by Stewart's corps, and one division
of Lee's corps. Stanley threw up temporary cover, with intrenching tools improvised for the most part on the spot, by splitting the canteen of every other man and using the halves as
scoops to throw up dirt.
*rTeneral Schofield, under date of April 4, ISHl^ s a y s : " A t 8])i-iii<;' Hill,
on the 29th of Novomlx^r, ].s(i4, one of General Stanlcy'.s divisions, under
his immediate personal command, I'eceivcd and repelled the cni'my s .ittack,
and held that position, which was of vital importance to the necessary night
march of the army. "
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This severe and important engagement, in which three small
brigades whipped two infantry corps and a division, assisted by
cavalry, and in which the Union loss was one hundre<l and fifty,
and the rebel loss reported to bo five hundred, has not always received the notice that it deserves, and which it woidd have received had it not Ijeen for the greater (though not moro important) one fought the next day at Franklin , where Stanley, with
one brigade, held in check the exultant rebel army ; iior has popular opinion given to the brave Stanley that credit for his grand
defense of Spring Hill which history does and will give to him.
Tho following extract from Badeau's military history of U. S,
Grant gives, in a measure, the true effect of that engagement :
" Stanley reached Spring Hill just in time to drive off a body of
rt>bel cavalry and save the trains ; and about four o'clock, Hood
came ujxin tho ground in force. Stewart's and Cheatham's corps
were with him and one division of S. D. Lee's ; the remainder of
the relwl infantry was left at Columbia, the only point where artillery could cross the river. Cheatham led the advance, and the
attack on Stanley was made at once. The engagement was serious and lasted until after dark, but Stanley held his own and repulsed the enemy repeatedly with heavy loss.
*
•
*
Chicago and Cincinnati were defended at Spring Hill. "
This is undoubtedly true, for, had Stanley not held his position, Schofield's army—which was then in extreme peril—would
have been routed, and, as A. J. Smith had not joined him, Thomas
would not have had anything which could successfully oppose
Hood's northward march. " I t seems that the enemy ought to
have defeated Stanley at Spring Hill and cut off Schofield's retreat; but Stanley maintained his position and saved tho army. "
(Harper's History of the War.)
Schofield, hearing from Stanley that he was attacked by infantry, hastened to take Ruger's division to his support, and arrived there about dark, after Stanley had succeeded in repulsing
the assatdt. Sch(jfield then proceeded to clear the road to Franklin, which bad been occupied by a part of the enemy's cavalry,
and intrusted the management of the march, and the safety of
the trains, to Stanley. Schofield's army was still in a very hazardous position, having on the flank of its line of retreat an
enemy numerically superior, in every respect, and with a much
tietter equipped force of cavalrj-. Hood states that he repeatedly
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urged Cheatham to attack the retreating army; but, whatever may
have been the cause, the attack was not made, and an opportunity,
which gave more promise of success than usually occurs, was lost.
As a natural result of this, a great deal of recrimination was indulged in by the rebel commanders, which caused them, on the
following day, to fight at Franklin with a desperation that has
been seldom, if ever, equaled, and was never surpassed during
the entire war.
General Schofield reached Franklin at daylight on the following morning, November 30, and immediately set about preparing
for the crossing of the Harpeth river, behind which he had been
ordered to fall by General Thomas.
To cover this movement, he ordered a line of breast-works to
be thrown up in front of the village, with the ends resting on the
river, which, at Franklin, makes a turn nearly at right angles
to its course, and forms an angle open south and west. The line
of the river with the line of the works formed an irregular pentagon, the longest two sides being formed by the river. Cox's
division formed the left, Ruger's the center, and Kimball's the
right wing. The line of works was placed on a slight elevation,
with open ground in front. About half a mile in front of the
main line was a knoll, through a gap of which the Columbia road
ran. Stanley had breast-works thrown up on this knoll, and
caused them to be occupied, as an advanced post, by two brigades
of Wagner's division. He placed the third brigade of this division, as a reserve, in the rear of the main line, and to the west of
the Columbia road. This fortunate disposition, undoubtedly,
saved the day. Wood's division was placed on the north bank of
the Harpeth river, ready to move to either flank, in case an attempt should be made to turn them by crossing the river. Schofield was with this division, at Fort Granger. Wagner was instructed to simply retard the enemy's progress. Disregarding
his instructions, he made a determined opposition to the advance
of the enemy. He seemed to think that as these two brigades,
assisted by another—the day before, at Spring Hill—had been
able, under Stanley's command, to repulse two corps and a part
of another, that he could now with them repulse the whole rebel
army. His men fought with desperation, but they were driven
back on the main line, and carried several hundred yards of it to
the rear, massing the enemy as they retreated. The enemy had
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been in sight since 1, P. M., and Stanley, who had been sick all
day, was lying down in his tent at Fort Granger, and had no immediate expectation of an attack in front, as he supposed the
enemy would pursue their usual tactics of avoiding an assault in
front, on an intrenched position. So improbable seemed an at
tack, that Schofield ordered the withdrawal of the army across
the river, to commence at 6, p. M. At the first sotmd of musketry,
Stanley jumped from his sick bed, and, on looking at the occasion
of it, was horrified to see Wagner attempting to withstand, with
two brigades. Hood's army. His experienced eye took in the situation at a glance. He immediately mounted his horse, and
crossing the river, he arrived at the critical moment, when part of
the line had been carried to the rear by Wagner's fleeing brigades.
The enemy immediately mounted the works, and, having broken
the center, it seemed as if victory was easily within its grasp. It
was, and, ninety-nine cases out of a hundred, they would have
seized and kept it, but Stanley's opportune arrival, with Opdyke's
brigade, made this the hundreth time.
He laid aside all considerations as to being the corps commander, and only considering the perilous position of the army, he
rushed to the head of a brigade to lead it to recover the lost
works,* but seeing that its brave commander fully understood the
peril, he did not take immediate command, but went to the left of
the brigade and boldly led the charge. Such au example, from such
a beloved commander, can have but one effect, and with a determination to retake the line or die in the attempt, they boldly
charged the enemy, saying: " We can go where the general can,"
and they did go, and, after the severest hand-to-hand conflict of
the war,f they succeeded in beating the enemy back, recovering
the line, and achieving one of the most important victories of the
*"Prol)ably in no battle of the war w.os better fighting done th.an at Franklin. * * * * At onetime, the Federal line was broken, and luid it not
been for the coolness and bravery of General D. S. StanK'v, who was in the
fore-front of the battle, the Federal army would h.ive been routed and driven
across the river m the greatest confusion. When he discovered the break m
the line, although a corps commander, he placed himself' at the head of a
brigade, and, leading the cliarge, drove tlie enemy back, and ree.-<tablished
the continuity of the line."—Johnson's Memoirs of General Thomas.
•(•"The most terrible elieek that army [rebel] has received during the w a r . "
— Thomas' Order of December 29, 186Jf.
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war."''" Such a result could only be acA-oinplishcd \)\ a Stanley,
with a brie^ado trained by an Oj)dyke.
I n tho cliari^c*, (n>)i('i-al Stanley h a d a horse shot fi-oru unilcr
him, a n d was himself stwerely wounded in the neck, but he did
not h'ave t h e lield until after it was ilark, and th(> liirht over, e\cept some skirmishing, which lasted until midnight, and did not
have his wounds dn^ssed until t e n o'clock.
F o r his " g a l l a n t a n d meritorious s e r v i c e s " in this battle, he
was appointed a brevet major general in t h e r e g i d a r army.
liadoan says: " T h i s victory was of enormous conso(pience to
the National cause. I t not only saved Schofield's a r m y - - a n d at
tlu> same time greatly weakened H o o d ' s — b a t it was a fatal blow
to all t h e expectations of t h e enemy, a n d created a depression in
the rank a n d file from which they never recovered."
General Cox, i n his book, erroneously speaks of himself as the
' ' c o m m a n d a n t of t h e l i n e " in this battle. H e could not possibly
be so after Stanley's arrival. H e d i d indicate to Kimball where
his di^•ision was to go before General Stanley's arrival on the
lino, b u t when General Stanley did arrive, h e posted the remaining troops of tho F o u r t h corps, and he h a d more troops in t h e
line than Cos, who was a division commander, temporarily comm a n d i n g t h e Twenty-third corps.
General Stanley enjoyed tho full confidence of General Thomas,
and he, knowing t h a t full justice h a d not been done h i m in t h e
way of promotion for his distinguished services, wrote to t h e
Secretary of W a r , u n d e r date of September 14, 18*;.'"), a letter
recommending his promotion."j"
•^ G e n e r a l iSchofield s p o k e of t h e biittle of F r a n k l i n as follows: " O n t h e
following' <l;n-, at F r a n k l i n , a p a r t of t h e F o a r t l i a n n y eor|)s, u n d e r Genei'al
Stanley, b o r e its full s h a r e Avith t h e T w e n t y - t h i r d eor[)s, u n d e r G e n e r a l J .
I ) C'O.N;, in sustaining a n d repellinif a most d e s p e r a t e assault, and in a c l i i e \ lUL"- one lit' till' most siLi'iial a n d imj)ortant victories of t h e w a r .
General
Si;ni!e\- \vn~ pi'e^ent with his troops at t h e pi'ineipal point of attack, a n d •was
>everely WOUIHICCI."

•^ •'lIi:An-(ji-,\.RTERS Arinni.i; Divr.siox OF THE TEXNK.^sr.r:,
NASirvii.1,10, 'ri';.\.\i':ssEE, tScptf'mhi'r 1.'/^ IStS.').
H o n . J']i)wi\ M. STA:.T'IN-,

Si'''r('l(ir;i <;/' ir<n^, ]\'iisjiiiii/t(iil, !>. (' :
Sii: : In :i!i especial a n d ]iiirtieulaf ni:iiniei-, 1 ilesirc t.n c;ill \o\\v al t<'nt ion
to I lie si.i'\-iccs ami niei-ils iiL' ,M:ijiir (leiii.'i'al 1). S. S l a n l e \ ' , eiiliiiiiiiiiiliUL;'
F o u r t h a r m y eoi'ps, a s k i n g y o u r i'avcjrahle eoiisideralion oL' t h e same, and
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After recovery from his woimd, h e was ordered to Huntsville,
Alabama, to command t h e F o u r t h corps ; a n d at t h e close of t h e
war ho was ordered, with t h e F o u r t h corps, to S a n Antonio, Texas.
H e was appointed colonel of t h e Twenty-second Unit<Hl States
r e g u l a r infantry, to date from J u l y 28, 1866, and as such was in
c o m m a n d of, a n d served at, F o r t Leavenworth, Kansas, from Norequesting that he receive such promotion in the army of the United States
as shall be deemed consistent with the interests of the service and not unjust
to him.
Major General Stanley has served in the same army with myself since
the year 1862, and under my command from the time I took command of
the department of the Cumberland until his corps was ordered to Texas.
Occupying the intimate relations to each other of superior and subordinate, and being of necessity closely allied to each other, I had abundant opportunity both to observe and judge of his ability and capacity as an officer,
and I am, therefore, not at a loss to speak intelligently on the subject.
In the discharge of his duties in the various positions held by him as a
division and corps commander, as well as in less responsible positions, he
has given entire satisfaction. By his personal attention to the wants and
necessities of the troops subject to his orders, he was enabled to report
more than the usual proportion as being fit for duty, and though a strict
disciplinarian, his just and impartial treatment of all won for him the respect and high esteem of his entire command. Careful and skillful in the
handling and management of troops, both in putting them in proper positions, andin directing movements under fire, he at all times exhibited before
his troops those sterling quaUties of a true soldier, which they were but
waiting to adopt as their own, and with their leader breast the storm of
battle. A more cool and brave commander would be a difficult task to find,
and although he has been a participant in many of the most sanguinary engagements in the West, his conduct has on all occasions been so gallant
and marked that it would be almost doing an injustice to him to refer particularly to any isolated battle-field. I refer, therefore, only to the battle
of Franklin, Tennessee, November 30, 1864, because it is the more recent and one in which his gallantry was so marked as to merit the admiration of all who saw him.
It was here that his personal bravery was more decidedly brought out
perhaps, than on any other field, and the terrible destruction and defeat
which disheartened and checked the fierce assaults of the enemy, are due
more to his heroism and gallantry than to any other officer on the field.
I am unable to recite his entire military history, but confidently refer you
to the records and reports of operations in this department, in which he
has acted a most important part. Major General Stanley is an officer of acknowledged ability, industrious and faithful in the discharge of every duty
alive to the interests of the Government, as well as the welfare of the
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vember, 1866, to April, 1867 ; Fort Sully, May, 1867, to July,
1874. He organized and commanded the " Yellowstone expedition" of 1872 and 1873, which were sent out as an exploring
party, and as a guard for the protection of the surveying parties
of the Northern Pacific railroad. His reports of the condition and
resources of the country were widely read and commented on, and
his predictions as to the future population and wealth of the
country are being rapidly realized. The Northern Pacific railroad
and the people of the great North-West owe him a debt of gratitude which they will never be able to pay.
It is a singular coincidence that he should have been instrumental in locating the routes of two great Pacific railroads.
•A little incident occurred on the expedition of 1872, which is
related for the benefit of the Eastern humanitarians, who form
their opinion of the noble and generous character of the Indians
while reading Cooper's novels.
The command had reached the mouth of Powder river, (the destination for that year,) and General Stanley was quietly eating his
lunch with a few persons, when suddenly the cry of " Indians I In
dians !" was raised, and, on looking up, he saw members of the
surveying party and some stragglers from the command running
to camp, pursued by Indians. A number of Indians collected on
the west bank of the river and yelled to the interpreter that they
troops under his command, and in the full exercise of an energetic and persevering devotion to his country, has contributed much to the successful
overthrow of t h e rebellion.
I am, sir, very respectfully.
Your obedient servant,
(Signed)

GEO. H . THOMAS,

Major General

United States Army

Commanding.

I heartily concur with General Thomas in his estimate and classification
of the services of General Stanley, and earnestly recommend him for as
high rank, as can be given him in the re-organization of the army, which
must necessarily take place.
(Signed)

U. S

GRANT,

Lieutenant
WASHINGTON, D . C , January

25,

General.

1866.

Official copy :
(Signed)

E. D. TOWNSEND,

Adjutant
HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, ADJUTANT

WASHINGTON, D . C , March 29,

General.

GENERAL'S OFFICE,

1879.
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wanted to talk with General Stanley. They wore headed by a
magnificent physical specimen of humanity, named ''The Gaul.
General Stanley proceeded to tho river bank, accompanied by
his adjutant, Lieutenant Ketchum, andtheinterpret<'r. "The Gaul"'
made a grand speech, in which he told the general that he objected to the surveying party being in tho country, and that the
Indians demanded of him that he put every civilian white man
out '^f the country, and then to leave himself. While this speech
was being delivered, the Indians were collecting in a thicket, in
rear of " The Gaul," and the guide warned General Stanley that
they were meditating some treacherous act. Suddenly, a heavy
volley was fired from the thicket, which was not over one hundred
yards distant, but, miraculously, no one was hit. The general's
party leaped on their horses and galloped away, the Indians kept
up the firing until the approach of the troops, when they ran away.
In 1874, General Stanley moved his regiment to the Lake stations. He was stationed in Detroit and Buffalo, and for two years
was superintendent of the general recruiting service, with headquarters in New York city.
In 1879, he was ordered with his regiment to Texas. He commanded at Forts McKavett and Clark. In the fall of 1882, he
was ordered to command the District of New Mexico.
On March 24, 1884, he was appointed brigadier general in the
regular army, and was assigned to the Department of Texas, with
head-quarters at San Antonio, Texas, where he now is, (April,
1886.)
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THE HERO OF FRANKLIN.
BY MRS. D. N. B i ^ H .

The western sun is streaming across the Southern sky,
Bright bayonets are gleaming as troop on troop pass by;
Here, messengers are hastening to do a chief's behest,
There, weary men have halted for greatly-needed rest;
For all day long the battle had raged, as battle must,
When brothers strive with brothers, and feel their cause is just.
But now the sun is setting, the hard day's work is o'er,
And watchful friend and foeman alike their dead deplore.
From far and near, the camp-fires send forth a feeble gleam.
While picket watches picket, on either side the stream.
With heavy hearts, the leaders consult as best they may,
And seek with anxious forethought to plan the coming day.
But hark! What means the tumult ? Again is heard the peal
Of musketry, and cannon, and clang of glancing steel.
What means the sudden onset ? Whence comes the noise of war ?
From every side the answer is heard above the roar.
The rebels are upon us! Forrest has crossed the ford
And Hood upon our ramparts, with all his host has poured.
No time was now for counsel, for right and left give way ;
No power on earth can save us, and Hood will gain the day.
But to one man the peril brings purpose stern and high.
And, seizing on the moment, with fury in his eye.
He dashes 'mid the conflict, his only conscious thought,
" The patriot dead must be avenged, the battle lost refought."
Like lightning in a tempest, he dashes far and near.
Death in his fiery onset, and anguish in his rear.
From line to line he hastens to meet the fierce attack,
And faltering hosts are strengthened, the foe is driven back.
What matter that a bullet an ugly wound has made.
Or that a host of heroes beneath the sod are laid ?
Once more the tide of battle is turned against the foe—
For this the hearts of Freemen with grateful ardor glow.
It was the hour of danger, the hour of glory, too.
The hour that nerves the bravest unwonted deeds to do.
Proud of their gallant leader, and proud of gallant deeds.
The soldiers shout, " We follow wher e'er the general leads.'
AU honor, then, to every man whose valor saved the day
Upon the field of Franklin, and turned the bloody fray.
And when one's children's children shall read of heroes past,
Around the name of Stanley a glory shall be cast,
SAN ANTONIO, May

1,

1886.

MINTY AND THE CAVALRY.
CHAPTER I.
INTRODUCTION.
Who fears to speak of sixty-one ?
Or blushes at the name ?
Not those who, at boom of Sumter's gun.
And its wild echoes, from red Bull Run,
Left each his home and loved one,
To stamp out treason's
flame.

'

| 0 the student of the military operations during
the war of the rebellion, the question frequently
presents itself—What caused the almost uninterrupted success of the Federal forces in the Middle Department, embracing the armies of the Ohio, Cumberland, and Tennessee; while at the same time, for so long
a period, the armies of the East were unable to make any
substantial progress against the Confederate forces ?
It can certainly not be contended that it was any superiority in bravery in the army of the West over that of the
East that enabled the former to make its advance from
the banks of the Ohio, through Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi, and Georgia to the sea; thence northward through South and North Carolina ; over the greatest
natural obstructions on the continent, and in the face of
a foe equal in number and their peers in bravery; a march
alone of over fifteen hundred miles; while the utmost
efforts of their comrades in Virginia, although comparatively free from natural difficulties, and never confronted
(1)
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with superior numbers, scarce enabled it to maintain itself
one hundred miles from its base.
Neirlier ea'n it be said that the armies of the West were
superior in their military equipments and siqiplies to that
of the E a s t ; for the latter was armed and equipped under
the very eye of the Capital and the whole nation, while
those of the former were supplied from the refuse ui" the
arsenals and workshops of the Government.
Nor yet, highly gratifying as it may be to the military
pride of those so lauded, can it be justly said that the
superior generalship of the commanders of the W e s t gave
to our armies there their superiority. If, then, it was not
to numbers, to superior arms and equipments, to discipline
or to superior generalship t h a t the Western armies owe
their unparalleled and astonishing success, while the army
of the Potomac, as the Eastern army was designated, was
b u t able to make its battle-fields in Virginia a Golgotha,
barren of practical results, to what cause should it be assigned ? For in military campaigns, as in the operations
of the physical world, for every effect a cause must exist.
In t h e opinion of the author, the verdict of posterity
will be t h a t the prime and controlling cause of this difference in the relative achievements of the two departments
is t h a t the cavalry arm of the service was, in the West,
early in the war, developed and perfected into a mighty
engine of warfare; while in the East, it was neglected,
ridiculed, dwarfed, and stunted until just before the final
overthrow of the enemyWhile the plan of organization was the same in each
department, namely, that of dividing the cavalry force
into small detachments, and attaching each of tliese to a
larger force of infantry and artillery, it was not carried
in the W e s t to the absurd and disastrous extent that
it was in the East. In the former, as earl}- as January,
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1862, the movement of coiuparatively large cavalry commands, either as independent reconnoitering ex})editions,
or as advanced guards, developed the ability of the cavalry
to take care of itself and enabled the movements of our
main forces against Mill Creelv, Fort Donaldson, and Bowling Green to be made, with an intelligent knowledge of
the location, position, and force of the enemy to be encoitntered; in the latter, the policy of keeping the cavalry
under the protecting care and within the leading-strings
of the other arms of the service held the "finest army in
the world'" over four months in trembling supineness before the " Quaker guns of Manassas."
The contrast in the efficiency of this most powerful arm
of the service, in the two departments, is further and most
vividly shown a year later : for when, in April and May,
1863, in the Western our sabers were flashing in the outpost camps, in front, rear, and both flanks of the foe;
holding the country, and confining the enemy within his
entrenched lines and the cordon of his camps ; making a
complete topographical survey of the country ; and carrying the eyes of the Federal commander into every position of the enemy ; in the Eastern, the commander-inchief of our forces in the field (General Hooker) offered
a reward of one hundred dollars for a dead cavalryman !
Thus, it will be seen, all through the war, it was to the
efficiency, activity, and successful operations of its cavalry
that the Western army owed its wonderful superiority in
wresting territory, forts, munitions, and men from the
enemy, over its eastern co-patriots. This fact is further
evinced when we remember that on the two notalile occasions, when the clouds of adversity and disaster closed
around its line's at Chickamauga in September, 1863, and
in Hood's advance into Middle Tennessee in November,
1804, the cavalry had been almost wholly unhorsed by
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the preceding months of continuous unieli(ned service;
'while, at the same time, the enemy, having i-etilled and
remounted th(4r cavalry, temporarily revei-sed the pre"vious conditi(ms, and obtained a preponderance in cavalry
efficiency
In short, it may be accepted, as a proposition in military science clearly i)ro\en, that that army
which, by its superiority in cavalry, is enabled to hold
t h e country, other conditions being equal, will triumph.
Among the distinguished cavaliy commands of the
W e s t e r n armies, the brigade commanded by Colonel R. H.
G. Minty, with the division to which it was attached, occupied no second place ; belonging as it did to t h e Army of
the Cumberland, it held a central position in t h e grand field
of the operations of the armies of t h e Ohio, t h e Cumberland, and t h e Tennessee. Its sabers flashed on every battlefield from Knoxville to Vicksburg, and from Columbus,
Kentucky, to Macon, Georgia. Its guns were heard in
almost every ridge and ravine in the States of Kentucky,
Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi, and Georgia, and its
horses were watered in every considerable stream from
t h e Ohio, at Louisville, to the Mississippi, at Vicksburg;
and from t h e father of waters at Columbus, Kentucky,
to t h e Oconee, in Georgia.
I t received t h e surrender of over thirty thousand men
and officers; captured over eighty thousand stand of
arms; nearly twenty thousand horses, and took in battle,
by direct charges, seventy-six pieces of artillery, including
fifteen heavy siege guns ; and, as a division commanded
by General Eli Long, but consisting of the two brigades
of Minty and Murray, cajjtured by assault the second
strongest fortified city in the Southern Confederacy.
It made a topographical survey of Middle and East
Tennessee to Knoxville; of AVest Tennessee; of Alabama
from its northern boundary to Selma; of North-east Afis-
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sissippi, and North Georgia, south to Macon, and east
almost to Augusta; and all with a total loss of less than
three hundred men and officers killed, four hundred
wounded, and two hundred captured.
It made five successful saber charges against far superior numbers of infantry, resulting in the total destruction of its oppcments. Four successful saber charges
against artillery, in battery, supported by infantry and
cavalry, resulting in the capture of the guns; and over
one hundred saber charges against the enemy's cavalry.
Neither the brigade or any portion of it was ever repulsed in a mounted charge. It made twenty-five charges
dismounted, and captured three strongly*fortified and intrenched positions, when fully manned, and defended by
infantry and artillery.
As a record of the heroism of America's citizen-soldiery,
and for the purpose of giving to each officer and man the
honorable mention of his deeds of special bravery and
devotion, and to demonstrate to the student of martial
history the paramount importance of the cavalry arm of
the service, particularly of the cavalryman's great weapon
—the saber—a detailed account of the various marches,
battles, scouts, and reconnoisances, going to make up the
wonderful story of its achievements, cannot be otherwise
than exciting, entertaining, and instructive to the public.
Minty's brigade was organized late in the year 1862, by
order of Major General William Rosecrans, commanding the Army of the Cumberland, as will be detailed in the
proper place, and consisted, in the first place, of the following regiments:
Fourth regiment. United States (regular) cavalry.
Fourth regiment, Michigan cavalry.
Third regiment, Indiana cavalry
Seventh regiment, Pennsylvania cavalry.
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Prior to this organization, tlu^ various cavalry legiments
had been attachetl to larger bodies of infantry, as already
intimated, and although sometimes temporarily organized
into brigades and divisions to meet sudden emergencies,
had not been accustonuHl to maneuvei- and move habitually
as an independent arm of the service. Fortunately, however, the exigencies of the service, the topography of the
country, and the necessity of guarding and occupying so
large an extent of exposed territory, as lay on the flanks
and in the rear of our main army, compelled the frequent
use of the cavalry in independent operations; so that,
while t h e campaign of the year 1862, failed to record any
brilliant action ti t h e cavalry on a field of its own, the
many scouting excursions, skirmishes, and constant activity in which it was kept, formed a most admirable school
of training for its future operations.
I t early learned the utility and power of the saber, and
found, t h a t by daring charges, bringing on a hand-tohand encounter, it was uniformly successful in defeating
its cavalry enemy, who depended mainly on the doublebarreled shot-gun and revolver.
In this preparatory school, each regiment of the brigade
has its own individual history ; and as each of these separate histories is of the utmost importance in showing the
process of changing the quiet and peaceable mechanic,
farmer's boy, or merchant's clerk into the dashing, impetuous, fearless cavalryman, (for it must be remembered that,
excepting the F o u r t h regulars, the entire command was
composed, officers and men, of citizens, who, at the time
of enlistment, were entirely without military knowledge
or training,) it is deemed advisable to give an account of
each regiment separately from tlie date of muster into the
service to the organization of the brigade.

CHAPTER II.
HISTORY OF THE FOITRTH 'UNITED STATES (REGULAR) CAVALRY FROM THE OUTBREAK OF THE REBELLION TO THE ORGANIZATION OF THE FIRST BRIGADE,
SECOND CAVALRY DIVISION, ARMY or THE CUMBERLAND.

" Wild echoes thunder from each hill-top.
And rumble through each rocky glen.
While prairie, stream, and rushing river
Fhng back aghast the mad refrain."

JT is not -within the province of this work, to
trace the political causes which led to the overt
acts of treason, and which culminated in the
great war of the rebellion in the United States ; but there
is one phase, in the early days of the contest, which disproves the claims made by the rebel leaders and their
friends and apologists: that it was an honest difference
of opinion, relative to the duty the citizen owed to his
State and to his nation, which led most of the rebels into
the insurgent ranks. This phase was the flagrant, inexcusable treachery of so many of the officers in the regular army of the United States.
These men, in utter disregard of every principle, not
only of patriotism, but as well of every sense of honor,
and with the oath of supreme allegiance to the Government yet trembling upon their perjured lips, turned
their swords against the very nation which had generously educated and lavishly supported them ; and, using
the opportunities offered by the positions to which they
had been assigned, as the sworn guardians of the national
territory, arms, and public property, betrayed in one fell
sweep their own honor, their entrusted stations, their con(7)
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fiding subalterns and dependent men; and drew their
swords as parricides against the father which had begotten and nurtured them.
Their treason and perjured dishonor has not even the
palliation of the miserable subterfuge that they were
bound to " g o with their S t a t e s " to excuse it, for tJicy
were not citizens of any State, in the sense of owing an
allegiance of any kinti to it. They were the educated,
trained, and sworn defenders of the Republic, and owed
their whole official life to the nation to which they had
pledged, in the most solemn manner, their vows of true
faith and allegiance. No splendor of rank or glamor of
bravery can ever redeem these men from the horror and
detestation in which all honorable men, in this and every
other land, will in all the future hold them.
Preeminent in this infamy, and collossal among the
perjured traitors of the day, was Brigadier General
Robert Twiggs, commanding t h e Department of Texas.
This man was entrusted with the most important command in the United States; guarding, as he did, the
whole Mexican frontier line of the country, as well as
holding all the forts and posts scattered through New
Mexico, Arizona, and the Indian Territory, he had under
his immediate command almost five sixths of the whole
army and field batteries of the nation.
On the 16th of February, 1861, without being assailed
by any hostile force, or having the slightest pretext of
military necessity, Twiggs, voluntarily and basely, for t h e
mere purpose of gratifjdng his traitorous instincts, surrendered the whole army, munitions of war, and all t h e
forts, arsenals, arms, military stores, and general property
within his department, to Brigadier General Ben. McCullough, commanding the insurgent forces of the State of
Texas. Texas had not tJien seceded !
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Among the troops thus basely surrendered, was the
body of regular cavalry then designated as the First
Cavalry, with Captain Di S. Stanley in command of the
companies in the field. Companies A and B, of that
regiment, were then at Fort Arbuckle, Indian Territory ;
companies C and I at Fort Washita, Indian Territory;
D and E at Fort Smith, Arkansas, and F, G, H, and K
at Fort Wise, Colorado Territory
Captain Stanley, on learning of the treason of T-wiggs,
refused to be bound by the dishonored act; and, withdrawing companies D and E from Fort Smith, gathered
the regiment at the three supporting posts of Arbuckle,
Washita, and Wise, and defended his honor, and the flag
of his country, during the months of March and April;
against, not only the hostile arms, but the more dangerous seductions of the emissaries of the insurgents.
During the month of May, 1861, leaving companies F,
G, H, and K at Fort Wise, he moved, with A,* B, C, D, E,
and I, to Fort Leavenworth, Kansas; and, in June, was
actively engaged in skirmishing through Missouri and
Colorado. Early in July, companies A and E were ordered to Washington, D. C , in compliance with a request
of Major General McClellan, for the purpose of participating in that general's operations in West Virginia. On
arriving in Washington, however, their destination was
changed to the Army of Virginia, and they were attached
to the First Brigade, Second Division, of that army, and
placed under the command of Colonel David Hunter,
commanding the division.
In this organization, these companies participated in
the battle of Bull Run, on the 21st of July, 1861. The
squadron was, during the battle, commanded by Captain
Colburn. It actively supported Ricketts' and Griffin's
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batteiies, and conducted it.self as a .stpiadron " i n the
most gallant niaiuier."
W h e n the rout of the army occurred, Cnptain Colluim
re])orted to Major J. N Palmer, of the Second Cavalry,
who, assuming command, brought together all the cavaliy on the right of the army, and covered the r e t r e a t ;
checking the advance of the rebel " Black Horse Cavalry "
when ready to dash on the disordered mass, near the crossing of the Centerville road. The conduct of this body of
regulars was officially declared to be " i n the highest degree praise-worthy '' During the action, General Heintzelman, commanding the Third Division, reports that the
' ' rebel cavahy was discomfited by the fire of Captain Colb u m ' s United States C a v a l r y " in an attack upon the rear
of Ricketts' Battery
The companies at, and near Fort Leavenworth, were on
almost constant duty, scouting and skirmishing. On the
22d of J u l y , Captain Stanley, commanding the cavalry
attached to a force under Brigadier General T. W .
Sweney, made an attack upon a large rebel force, comprising the greater part of Price's rebel army, at Forsythe, Missouri. For several hours the contest was doubtful, but at length. Captain Stanley, p u t t i n g himself at
t h e head of t h e four companies of his regiment, (B, C, D,
and I,) charged the center of the rebel lines, and, after a
short sanguinary conflict, cut through them, capturing
two pieces of artillery and a large number of prisoners,
and utterly routing the whole force. The demoralization
soon communicated itself throughout Price's army, which
now retreated into Arkansas, losing, from desertion, nearly
five thousand men.
In this charge. Captain Stanley's
horse was shot.
A few days after, on the 2.")th of July, Stanley, now in
command of all the cavalry in the Ai-my of the Missouri,
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led two hundred and fifty men, including forty of Fremont's Body Guard, commanded by Lieutenant Zagonyi,
in the great charge upon the rebel rear guard at Springfield, Missouri. This, being the first occasion in the war,
in which a volunteer cavalry force participated in a saber
charge, attracted great attention at the time, and the
charge of the "Fremont Guard" was so illustrated and
advertised as to create the impression that no other troops
were present. The fact is, however, that Captain Stanley
led the fight, and the regulars were equal participants with
the volunteers in its glorious results. In this engagement,
the entire rear guard of Price's army, over two thousand
strong, was cut to pieces and destr6yed. It was a saber
fight, and from it the old Fourth Regulars, then the First
Cavalry, learned the lesson of the power of that weapon,
which they did not forget during the whole war. It was
a proud and glorious thing for the volunteers to be able
to ride alongside the veteran regulars, and deal as fast, as
furious blows, upon the enemy, as they themselves. The
importance of this conflict can scarcely be over-estimated,
in its influence both on the regulars and volunteers. The
boys of the Fourth never forgot that the men of Fremont's
Guard proved equally good soldiers with themselves, and
always acted in perfect accord with any body of volunteer
cavalry that would fight, while the dashing gallantry of
the regulars became an inspiration for all cavalry to emulate. To Captain Zagonyi, of the Fremont Guard, the
following stanza, by George H. Boker, is inserted:
" I hear thy jingUng spurs and reins,
Thy saber at thy knee;
The blood runs hghter through my veins
As I before me seei
Thy hundred men with thrusts and blows,
Ride down a thousand stubborn foes,
The foremost led by thee."
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On the 2d of August, Stanley again struck the enemy
at Dry Spring, Missouri, and immediately dashing upon
his lines with the saber, cut through them, routing them
in disorder, capturing two hundred with their horses,
ai-ms, and equipments comi)lete. Stanley's loss in this
affair was four killed and six wounded. After routing
the enemy, the pursuit was continued for eighteen miles
at a rapid gallop, and only ceased with the approach of
night.
These successive dashing victories had now
brought Captain Stanley prominently in the eye of the
commanding general and to the notice of the W a r Department, and, on the 3d of August, the designation of the
First Cavalry being, by act of Congress, changed to that
of t h e Fourth U. S. Cavalry. Captain Stanley was promoted and assigned to its command; the ranking officers
being detached to command volunteer organizations.
Meanwhile, the rebel army under Price, after its disastrous retreat from Missouri, had been re-inforced by the
commands of McCuUough and Van D o m e ; and, again attempting t h e conquest of the State, advanced toward
Springfield, reaching Wilson's Creek about the 8th or 9th
of August. General Lyon and Colonel F Sigel advanced
to meet them, and on the 10th made a determined attack.
In this battle, one squadron of the Fourth, commanded by
Lieutenant Canfield, was attached to the First Brigade,
commanded, after the death of General Lyon, by Colonel S.
L. Sturgis. This brigade, or right wing of the army, bore
the burden of the fight, and for a time drove the rebel
army rapidly before i t ; but the left not coming into action
promptly, it was in the end repulsed with heavy loss, and
the brave Lyon killed. The s(iuadron of the Fourth had
fought dismounted as infantry, and Lieutenant Canfield
and his men are honorabh'- mentioned in the official report
of Colonel Sturgis "for conspicuous bravery in tlie field."
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The other squadron of the Fourth, commanded by Captain Eugene A. Carr, was attached to the Second Brigade,
or the left wing, under the commp,nd of Colonel Franz
Sigel. Captain Carr led the advance of the wing, mounted, and, gaining the left and the rear of the rebel position,
cut through the enemy's lines and captured their extensive camps on that part of the field. Carr was not, however, supported, nor was the attack of Sigel delivered at
the time nor with the spirit it should have been. Sigel
was in the end defeated and driven froni the field.
When he retreated, Sigel left nearly one half of his
artillery on his abandoned line, which Captain Carr discovering, when he interposed his cavalry between the retreating troops and the on-rushing rebels, he dismounted
a sufficient number of his men to furnish horses for the
guns, and succeeded in bringing off the field two full
batteries, leaving but three guns in the hands of the foe.
For this and other equally gallant services, Captain Carr
was subsequently made a brigadier general of volunteers.
With the battle of Wilson's Creek, the active operations of the Fourth in the field closed for the campaign ;
its duties during the remainder of the summer and fall
being that of scouting the country and the usual routine
of picket and guard duty. Companies G and K were sent
early in November from Fort Wise, Colorado, to Fort
Leavenworth, company " I " was about the same time
dispatched to Paducah, Kentucky; reporting to Brigadier
General Grant, at Cairo, Illinois ; companies B, C, and D
remaining in the vicinity of SedaHa, Missouri; and companies A and E were, during the whole summer, on duty
at army head-quarters at Washington, D. C , while companies F and H were at Fort Kearney, Nebraska; doing
garrison duty and scouting in that vicinity.

CHAPTER III.
THE ForRTH C.\V.\LRT CONTINTII)—( )PERATII)\S AGAINST COLUMBUS,

KKN-

TCCKY—BATTLK OF FORT DONALDSON—B.VTTLE OF PITTSBURG L.\NDING.
t

" T h i ' dawn is breaking, day is waking.
The sun is scndinij: forth
Its million rays of Hght and beauty
To gladden all the earth;
And wifli each ray a surge of voices
Like the rushing of the sea.
Is pouring forth the glorious anthem,
' This Nation one shall b e ' "

FTER the occupation of Paducah, Kentucky,
company I remained in that vicinity scouting the
country and doing picket duty Early in January, General Grant, with about six thousand men of
McClernand's command, made a demonstration against
Columbus, Kentucky, for the purpose of preventing the
enemy from sending troops from that point to Bowling
Green. Company I led the advance of this expedition,
and did valiant service in driving in the enemy's pickets
and out-posts; so active, indeed, was the movement, notwithstanding the continued rain and the wretched condition of the roads, that General Polk, in command of the
rebel forces, was impressed with the danger of an immediate attack, and instead of sending away any part of his
forces, called lustily for re-inforcements to enable him to
hold his position.
Early in February, company K reported for duty in the
department, and the two companies moved with the
advance of General Grant's column against Fort Donaldson. Landing at Fort Henry, on the Tenuessef river the
(14)
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day after the capture of that place, the squadron was
thrown forward on the road toward Donaldson, pushing
out to within three miles "Of that place, on the 7th of the
month, and establishing a strong line of pickets, besides
making a complete topographical survey of the country
almost to the enemy's works.
On the morning of the 8th, the squadron moved forward,
and were soon actively engaged with a body of the rebel
cavalry, consisting of four companies under command of
Colonel N B. Forrest. The country being at this point
heavily wooded, the engagement was fought dismounted,
and resulted in the repulse of the rebel attack and driving Forrest inside the entrenched position at Donaldson.
On the morning of the 12th, two companies of the
Fourth, under Lieutenant Powell, being attached to the
First Brigade of McClernand's division, pushed forward to
the right, attacking the enemy's works at Dover, and after
a sharp fight with Forrest, drove him inside the main fortifications and enabled McClernand to deploy his command
and make the investment of the rebel position complete.
On the 13th, these companies, with the Second Illinois
Cavalry, and under the immediate command of Colonel
Noble of that regiment, successfully repulsed a rebel attack made by Forrest, supported by infantry and artillery,
near the river road; and, holding their position, drove the
enemy back to their works. A counter attack was then
ordered by McClernand about 11, A. M,, during which
Colonel Oglesby, commanding the brigade, captured the
rifle-pits and outlying works of the enemy, driving them
off the ridge; while Colonel Noble, with the cavalry, advanced to within half a mile of Dover, finally establishing the line of investment clear to the over-flow of the
Cumberland river.
On the night of the 14th, Colonel Noble was directed to
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withdraw his cavaliy to the rear of the right wing; which
position he held during the battle of the loth. The great
sortie of the rel)els on the l.")th having failed, the surrender of the fort and its garrison ol' over sixteen thousand men, followed on the morning of the 16th, the first
great I n i o n victory of the war and the forerunner of the
wonderful advance of the National armies in the West.
General McClernand, in his report of tlie capture of
Donaldson, in speaking of the position and services of
this command on the 14tli, says :
" At this time my right was half a mile from Dover, and about four hundred
yards from the backwater of a small creek, rendering their escape impossible, except through this narrow opening of three or four hundred yards.
Colonels Noble and Dickey's cavalry reported to me early this morning, and
soon made a thorough reconnoissance around the left of the enemy nearly
into Dover. As I have no official report from these forces, I am not able
to state what particular companies did this labor. It was very hazardous
and opened the way to the river."

After the surrender of the fort and rebel army, on the
16th, General Grant moved, with General Smith's corps,
by boat, u p the Cumberland river to Nashville, while a
cavalry force, company I, Fourth United States, in the advance, marched on the same place, moving on the river
road, in active pursuit of Forrest's cavalry. The whole
country was in a wild panic, and evidences of the most
complete demoralization of the enemy were seen on every
hand. W h e n about eighteen miles out, the command
met a citizen who was riding at break-neck pace, his horse
covered with foam, and ready to drop witli long-continued violent exertion, who, mistaking tlie company for
rebels, tliey being covered with gum coats, and hence
their uniforms were not prominent, advised them, with
great excitement and loud voice, to " R u n , run. for the
Yankees, in overwhelming force, are in Xash\ille. and
are moving down the river, to cut you all off ! They will
k i l l , " .said h e , " the last one of you all. suah ! ' His fears
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were displaced by his astonishment when he learned that
he had fallen into the hands of the terrible Yankees. His
astonishment was still further increased when, on learning he was not in active military service of the State or
Confederacy, the officer in charge of the advance told him
he could go his way, that it was only rebels in arms and
those actively engaged in the civic administration of the
rebel government, that war was waged against.
So -widespread and absurd was the panic that the people, en masse, were seen, men, women, and children,
leaving their homes, and fleeing in every direction, seeming only anxious to go somewhere. All the people had
heard of the gun-boats, as the most terrible of the engines
of war, while but few knew or had any idea of what they
wrere, and, when overtaken, they were, in general, in deadly
fear of the harmless bundles of blankets and extra clothing which the cavalry had strapped in the cantels of their
jsaddles, believing they were some infernal machines or
parts of the dreaded gun-boats; and, when a few weeks
after, our pontoon trains moved through the country
south of Nashville, you could not get a man, woman, or
child to come near the line of march, along which they
w^ere passing, they were the " g u n boats, suah !"
After lea-ving Clarksville, probably the first morning
after passing that place, the officers, wishing to have the
carbines in good condition, directed the pieces to be discharged, as there had been a good deal of wet and sleety
weather. Accordingly, the men were formed and directed
to fire by volleys of sections, i.e., half platoons. This, of
course, took some little time, and made a good deal of
noise. A rebel battalion or regiment happened to be in
hearing, and, believing themselves in imminent danger of
being shelled by the gun-boats, started on a rapid retreat
to Nashville. The fear of each individual communicated
2
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itself to his fellow, and socm they were rushing in the
wildest kind of a i)anic towards the city They .scattered
along tli»i road, for the ne.\t ten miles, first hats, caps, and
extra clothing. tluMi their cooking pans and mess kits,
then threw out of the wagons their tents, prc\ isions, anil
heavy baggage, and a few miles further on the drivers
" h u n g u p " the wagons themselves against trees and
fences, alongside the road ! These evidences of a rout in
front could scarcely be credited by the orderly moving
column, and created a very natural iui])atience to push on,
if for no other purpose, to let the Johnnies know there
was not such a terrible danger after alL
The command arrived near the < ity on the 24th, and
found that negotiations were pending for the surrender of
the place to General Buell, who had occupied Edgefield
on the 23d. Tliese ari'angements being completed on the
morning of the Snth, the command entered the city, and
was immediately established as a patrol guard ; on which
d u t y it continued to the 1st of March, Avhen company I
was relieved, and returned, with General Smith's coi-ps,
to Fort Donaldson ; company K being attached with company G to Geneal Buell" s army
W h i l e these operations were in progress, companies B,
C, and D were scotiting and operating in the country
near New Madrid, Missotiri, and F and H were at Fort
Kearney, Nebraska.
During the month of March, companies G a n d K moved,
with the advance of General Buell's amiy, from Nashville. Arriving at Columbia, Tennesse. they there halted
until the 31st. when they moved rapidly to the Tennessee
river at Savannah, and thence jiroceeded to Pittsburg
Landing, arrivintr on the field during Sunday the 6th of
April. Company 1 had. meanwliile, moved from Nashville to Fort Donaldson, thence marclied to Fort Henrv
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on the Tennessee river, and had been transported from
that place by steamers to Pittsburg Landing, where it reported on the 31st of March.
On the morning of the 6th of April, this company,
under Lieutenant James Powell, was deployed as a line
of videttes, to keep open the road between the right of
General Sherman's Division and the position of General
Lew. Wallace, and on which he, Wallace, was expected
to move from Crump's Landing to the field. On the 7th,
the squadron was actively engaged, under the immediate
command of Major General Wallace, and in the pursuit
of the enemy captured a number of prisoners.
The following extract, from the official report of Major
General Lew. Wallace, is inserted, making honorable mention of two gallant men of the Fourth Cavalry, in the
great battle of Pittsburg Landing:
" Alter the battle of Donaldson, I took pleasure in honorably mentioning two of my orderlies. One of them, Thomas W Simson, of company I,
Fourth United States Cavalry, I again call attention to. His gallantry is
deserving reward. Along with him, I place Albert Kaufiinan, a sergeant
in the same company, who was of great service to me, and has every quality that goes to make a practical oflScer."

Lieutenant James Powell, commanding squadron of
regTilar cavalry,makes the following official report:
" SIR :' I have the honor to report the part taken in the late battle of
Pittsburg Landing, on Sunday and Monday, April 6 and 7, by company C,
Second, and company I, Fourth Cavalry. On Sunday morning, the 6th,
at about 9, A. M., I ordered the squadron to deploy as skirmishers, on the
right flank of our army, to annoy a rebel battery that kept shelling our
camps; and at the same time, keeping the communications open between
the expected re-inforcements under the command of Major General L.
Wallace, and the army, which position I held, against superior force, until
the arrival of the above-mentioned general, (after night,) and then I bivouacked in the rear of our right flank.
" On Monday morning, the 7th, I received orders to support a battery,
under the immediate command of Major G-eneral Wallace. I kept that position during the day, following up the enemy and taking several prisoners.
I remained with this division during the night.
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" T u e s d a y , the Sth, I received orders to jiroceed on the road t o w a r d
Corinth. Found the enemy in force. Returned and reported accordingly.
"Casuallits durinjj: the action
*
*
Private Frederick Rhyman, ' I ' Fourth Cavalry, killed.
•
*
Priv.ites Iletieriek, Abms,
McWilliams, Oreen, and ILvsting.s wnuiided."
(Sii,Mied)

JAMKS POWELL,

t'lnnmanding
To ADJCT.VNT (IENERAL ."-^KCOND DIVISION.

April IS, 1SG:2.

Squadron

Regular

Cavalry.

CHAPTER IV
FOURTH CAVALRY CONTINUED—OPERATIONS DURING THE SIEGE OF

CORINTH

PURSUIT OF THE REBEL FORCES—DESTRUCTION OF THE MOBILE AND OHIO
RAILROAD—G-ENERAL GRANGER'S REPORT—OPERATIONS

IN MIDDLE

TEN-

NESSEE AND KENTUCKY—ATTACHED TO MINTY'S BRIGADE.

" The squadron is forming, the war bugles play,
To saddle, brave comrades, stout hearts for a fray,
Our commander is mounted, strike spurs and away."

IFTER the battle of Pittsburg Landing, and with
the gathering of the great army of the Missisy sippi, under General Halleck, for the capture of
Corinth, companies B, C, D, and G, and with I and K
already there, gave six companies of the Fourth cavalry
on that field of operation.
On the 23d of April, all the cavalry were organized into
a single division, and placed under the command of Brigadier General Gordon Granger. The division consisted of
four full regiments and the six companies of the Fourth
cavalry. As the operations of these six companies are
intimately associated with the division, so much so as to
make their separate history impossible without doing injustice to the other organizations, and as most of the regiments were subsequently parts of the cavalry to which
this work is specially devoted, the official report of General. Granger is given in full, for the purpose of covering
the active operations of this period, and bringing the history of each regiment up to the organization of the cavalry in the Army of the Cumberland in the fall of 1862.
" HEAD-QUARTERS CAVALRY DIVISION, ARMY OF THE MISSISSIPPI,

CORINTH, June 19,

1862.

" GENERAL : The division which I have the honor to command is composed of four regiments of cavalry, of twelve companies each, comprising
(21)
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the First brigade, under Colonel J. K. Mizner, consisting of the Third
Michigan and Seventh lUinois, and the Second brigade, consisting of the
Second Iowa and Second Michigan, under Colonel Elliott, and six companies of the Fourtli United States (regular) cavalry, attached to headquarters.
" The division organized at Hamburg, on the Tennessee river, on the 23d
of April last, and immediately commenced a series of scoutings and roconnoissances, embracing the whole country lying between the Memphis and
Charleston railroad on the South, and the Monterey and Hamburg road on
the North, embracing a scope of country of about twenty miles in breadth.
The general character of the country, thus explored, was found to be a succession of high rolling ridges and intermediate low, swampy bottoms, all
covered with heavy timber, and the low lands, in addition, being covered
with a dense growth of tangled vines and underwood almost impenetrable.
These bottoms abound in streams, which, at this time, had overflowed their
banks, flooding the low lands, and rendering them impassable for wagons
and infantry until the construction of miles of corduroy roads and bridges.
During the whole time of eighteen days, occupied by the march of the army
to Farmington, my whole division was thus laboriously employed in the
advance. Frequently the heavy rains would render the roads impassable
for wagons, and I was then obUged to pack out upon saddle horses the
requisite supplies of rations and forage, thus doubling the labor of both men
and animals.
" I desire here to remark that these arduous services, and frequent privations, have not only been cheerfully undergone, by both oflScers and men,
but, in many instances, the very unusual service to mounted men by building roads and bridges, earthworks for batteries, rifle pits, and lying in the
trenches as infantry, have likewise been undergone without a single murmur.
" Where almost every day brought with it some sharp skirmish with a
vigilant enemy, it seems useless to particularize, but a brief synopsis is herevrith appended of some of the principal aflFairs in which this division has
been engaged up to the retreat of the enemy.
"April Z4. Colonel EUiott, commanding Second brigade, with a battalion
each of the Second and Third Michigan, Second Iowa, and Seventh HUnois,
proceeded to Greer's Ford. On the 26th, Captain Fowler, Second Michigan, while on escort duty with his company, was fired upon by the enemy's
pickets, severely wounding Private John Fosher, company G. The enemy
retreated, and the nature of the ground forbade much pursuit. Four companies, same regiment, under Major Shaw, drove in the enemy's pickets at
Atkins' Mill Had one man wounded. Colonel Elliott's force, for several
days, was continually scouring the country toward Monterey.
"Aprils?. Major Burton, with two companies, each Third Michigan, and
Seventh Illinois, proceeded out on the Corinth road from Hamburg, attacked and drove in a body of two hundred and fifty rebel cavalry, Mling
five and taking twenty-two prisoners, besides capturing fifteen horses and
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equipments, and thirty-five stand of arms. Captain Botham, company I,
Third Michigan cavalry, in this affair s,cted with great bravery, kilhng one
man and wounding another with his saber, and, accompanied by Corporal
Cochran, company L, and Private MacNab, company M, only, he took
thirteen prisoners.
'^April 29.—The Second Brigade, Colonel Elliott commanding, made a
forced reconnoissance toward Monterey, attacked the enemy's camp near
Monterey, driving him from it, and following him up until he covered himself by his artillery, under a heavy fire from which the conimand was withdrawn, the Second Iowa losing one private killed, three wounded. Returned
to camp with nine prisoners captured. No casualties in the Second Michigan.
"May 3.—The Second Towa regiment, under Lieutenant Colonel Hatch,
proceeded to a point on the Memphis and Charleston railroad between
Burnsville and Glendale, and destroyed the track by burning the trestle
work, bending the rails, and destroying the switches. Captured three wagons,
ten mules, and four prisoners. One battalion, Second Michigan, Captain
Alger commanding, made a reconnoissance toward the Memphis and Charleston railroad, encountering the enemy and taking nine prisoners.
" May 4-—Lieutenant Colonel Minty, Third Michigan, company F, with
companies A, G, I, and K of that regiment, being ordered to report to General Paine, was sent in the advance on the Farmington road. He encountered the enemy, three hundred strong, on the Farmington Heights,
drove them back after a sharp running fight of an hour, losing only one
man wounded. This was the day of the first reconnoissance toward Farmington, and Colonel Minty, with his cavalry, occupied the field the following night. On this day, also. Captain Quackenbush, company G, Third
Michigan cavalry, who had been detached under command of Colonel
Roberts, Forty-second Illinois, was ordered to explore the road to Kichols'
Ford. Within half a mile of the ford, he came upon about seventy-five of
the enemy, who retired. Further on, at a cross-road, they rallied to dispute the passage, but his dismounted riflemen speedily scattered them, leaving, in their flight, tents, knapsacks, and blankets in abundance.
May 8.—Major Love, Second Iowa cavalry, was sent down the Memphis
and Charleston railroad south-east of Farmington. When within half a mile
of the railroad, he met the enemy's pickets, drove them nearly to the railroad, when he encountered a large body of infantry and cavalry, whom he
engaged, with a loss of one killed and three wounded. Lieutenant Washburn, having had his horse shot under him, was taken prisoner, but cut
through the enemy and effected his escape. Having accomplished this reconnoissance, Major Love returned.
" A report having reached me in the meantime that Major Love's battalion
was in great danger of being surrounded by a largely superior force, I i,mmediately dispatched Lieutenant Colonel Gorham with eight companies of
Second Michigan, and Lieutenant Gordon with one company Fourth regu-
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Im- cavalry, to hi.< assistance; but Major Love having meanwhile e x t r i e a u d
Liua.-<elf from his perilous po.sition, they returned to tluiir stations.
"Colonel Elliott, idso. in tlie forenoon, ]iroceedud with thiee battalion.^; of
his command to the Memphis and Charleston raihoad by a road leading .'^outh
from Farmington, but meeting the enemy in large force, both of artillery,
infantry, and cavalry, \\;ui forced to retire. On this day, also, Lieuteniuit
Colonel Minty, witli two liattaliona Third -Michigan cavalry, under Majors
Gray and .Movers, and one battalion Seventli lllinoi.s eavahy, under Major
Applin;^'ton, proceeded to the junction of the Purtiy, Corinth and Farmington roads, in a deiisi- woods. The wood Wius gallantly cleared of the enemy
by a charge of CajUain Wilcox, company B, Third Michigan cavalry. ^lajor
Gray, Third Michigan, with three companies, wa-s ordered by CJeneral Paine
to support Houghtaling's battery, which was efficiently done. Lieutenant
Colonel Minty, being ordered to charge in front, did s o ; but finding the
enemy too strong, retircil. I n this charge, Major Applington fell while
gallantly leading his battalion, and a private of the Seventh Illinois was
severely wounded in the lungs. This was the day of our first occupation
of Farmington, and subsequent events warrant me in saying that these constant movements of large bodies of my command upon our extreme left
effectually prevented the enemy from consummating his plan of a flank
movement.
"May 9.—The enemy having this day appeared in strong force to dispute
our occupation of Farmington, Lieutenant Colonel Hatch, Second Iowa
cavahy, was ordered by me to the front, w i t h his regiment; the Second
Michigan, under Lieutenant Colonel Gorham being held in reserve.
" On arriving at Seven Mile Creek, one mile from Farmington, he found
General Paine'.s division hotly pressed, and in some confusion. Crossing
the causeway and bridge over the creek, he found their batteries sweeping
every approach from the creek. The ground was much broken by lulls
and ravines, and utterly unsuited to cavalry movements, but, nevertheless,
upon receiving the order from General Paine to charge. Colonel Hatch divided his force, sending Major Hepburn, with the First battalion, to charge
the left battery, while he himself, accompanied by Majors Love and Coon,
with the Second and Third battahons, charged upon the center and right
batteries in splendid style, driving in the strong force of the enemy's
skirmishers and battery supports with great fury, and completely .silencing
the fire of both batteries; but, finding the enemy's infantry in ^.-reat force in
the woods, in the rear of the batteries, he returned in good order, but with
a loss of no less than forty-three killed, wounded, and missinc, Iiesides a
large number of horses.
" I cannot but express my conviction that this heavy loss W:LS attributable to the entirely unfit nature of the ground ovir which the charge was
ordered. Major Hepburn found his ground entirely impracticable, his men
beinj.' unable to re:i<:h the gun.s of the left battery, yet the enemy, evidently
alarmed at his charge, suspended their fire. Major ireplmrn then retired
his command to the foot of the hill in good order, and with no I08& The
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object of the charge, however, was entirely accompUshed. The infantry
and artillery, who were crowding the narrow causeway in much confusion, were given time by it to extricate themselves, retire, and form upon
the opposite side; and the gallant Hescock had time to withdraw his batteries, which had been in some danger.
" May 10.—Major Burton, with six companies of the Third Michigan and
Seventh lUinois cavalry, was sent on a reconnoissance toward Sharp's Mill.
*
*
*
On this day, Captain Latimer, company E, Third Michigan
cavalry, while on picket duty before Farmington, had a brisk skirmish, losing
one man, taken prisoner, and several wounded. Six companies Second
Iowa, and six companies Second Michigan, with one battery, Colonel Elhott commanding, made a forced reconnoissance on the Alabama road. On
the 12th, one battalion. Second Michigan, under Captain Campbell, and one
battaUon, Second Iowa, under Major Hepburn, encountered the enemy's
pickets near Farmington, and drove them some distance in the direction of
Corinth.
" May 13.—Colonel Elliott, with his brigade, consisting of the Second
Iowa and Second Michigan, the Third Michigan, and a section of Powell's
battery, made a heavy reconnoissance to the front of Farmington, toward
Corinth, and to the Memphis and Charleston raihoad, upon two roads to
the left of Farmington. Their pickets were scattered and driven out of
sight and the object of the reconnoissance accomplished. On the 15th, two
battalions, Second Michigan, with one of the Second Iowa, had a slight
skirmish near the Memphis and Charleston railroad.
" On the evening of the 16th, I received orders from the Major General
commanding to have the cavalry in readiness at daylight the next morning,
to move on Farmington, and guard the approaches to that place, and also
join him in a reconnoissance of the position, with a view to posting our
corps d'armee upon the extreme left of the advance upon Corinth. I accordingly moved my cavalry, about 6, A. M., to Farmington, and after posting a considerable portion of it on the various roads, reported to General
Pope in person, and from him received orders to carefully examine the position to be occupied by our left flank, which I did, and reported the result
as soon as completed. This reconnoissance continued until a little past 12,
M., when we returned to camp. Shortly after, I received orders from the
General commanding to proceed to Farmington, and post the whole army
upon the ground indicated by him in the morning. I immediately advanced the whole line of pickets about two miles, and posted them one
half to three quarters of a mile in front of Farmington.
*
*
*
" May 19.—Major Moyers' Third battahon, Third Michigan, made a reconnoissance to the front and left of Farmington, driving back the enemy's
pickets one mile. On the 22d, Lieutenant Caldwell's company, (G,) Third
Michigan, being on picket, was attacked by a large force of skirmishers,
and though flanked, he held his position until relieved. Colonel Mizner,
with detachments of Third Michigan and Seventh Illinois, made a reconnoissance to Burnsville and luka, and the country lying between Chambers
and Yellow creeks. He took several prisoners, but met no enemy in force.
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" On the 28th, I detached Colonel Elliott, with his brigade, Second Iowa
and Second Michigan, with instructions to penetrate, by some circuitous
route, the country to the South, and to strike, if possible, the Mobile and
Ohio railroad at some point thirty or forty miles below Corinth. This expedition, although a very hazardous and arduous service, was attended with
the most complete success. Colonel ElUott succeeded in reaching the railroad at Booneville, some thirty miles below Corinth, and after a sharp skirmish with about two hundred and fifty of the enemy's cavahy, succeeded
in obtaining possession of the town, which contained from two thousand to
three thousand of the enemy's sick, wounded, and oonvalesccnt, togetlier
with a train of twenty-six cars, filled with arms, ammunition, baggage, and
equipments, and three pieces of artillery, and a locomotive; all of which
he destroyed. He also burned the depot, which was filled with provisions
and military stores of every description. He also cut the railroad in a
number of places, and, having accomplished all this immense damage to the
enemy, he returned, unmolested, to his camp at Farmington, his entire
casualties having been but one wounded and nine taken prisoners.
" On the 30th of May. the enemy having evacuated Corinth, I started
from Farmington in pursuit with the First brigade, under Colonel Mizner. I
found the country rugged, and the road strewn with blankets, knapsacks,
small arms, carriages, and wagons, broken and abandoned by the enemy in
his flight. •"
'*
•"
At the causeway at Tuscumbia creek, eight
miles south of Corinth, I found the enemy's pickets in strong force in the
woods. Deploying Colonel Bissell's regiment of infantry as skirmishera, I
sent one company. Seventh Illinois cavahy, under Major Eawalt, to c h a i ^
over the bridge. They were met by a severe fire of grape from a masked battery
and obliged to retreat. The engineers' infantry then threw down their arms and
fled, and it being now dark, I retired my wb«le force to the hill and bivouacked
for the night. Major Rawalt lost one killed, and six severely wounded. On
the same day, Captain Kendrick, Second Iowa, with thirty men, having
taken the Ripley road, came up with the enemy about two and one half
miles from Corinth, and drove them two miles further, taking fifty prisoners
and saving three bridges. He found a large force burning a bridge, and
attacked them, when they opened fire from a battery of three guns, when
he retired in good order, losing one man killed, and one wounded.
"On Sunday, June 1, I recommenced the pursuit, passing Rienzi, fording
streams with much diflSculty, all the bridges having been destroyed. I
bivouacked one mile north of Booneville, at 1.30, A. M., and entered that town
at 5, A. M., of the 2nd, where I remained that day, sending out from thence
my cavahy in every direction. In this service, Lieutenants Dykeman, Reese,
and Ives particularly distinguished themselves. Lieutenant Colonel Smith,
who joined me at Rienzi with the First Ohio cavalry, and Colonel IngersolL
with one battahon of the Eleventh Ilhnois, rendered most valuable assistance
in reconnoitering.
" At Booneville, I learned that the enemy had marched from that point
by four difiierent roads. Price and Van Dome taking the two roads east of
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the raihoad, other portions by two roads west, while Polk's and Braggs'
columns were passing on roads still more to the westward, one diverging
from Rienzi, and the other leading west from Corinth through Kossuth.
Being now some ten miles in advance of our main infantry advance, I
deemed it prudent to halt a portion of my force, and carefully reconnoiter
all the routes and the country between Booneville and Twesnty Mile creek.
Scouts were sent out, and about seven o'clock messengers arrived from all
the scouts, reporting the enemy in force at several points along Twenty Mile
creek, particularly at the main crossings. The raihoad and bridges were
found to be on fire.
" On the 3d of June, I received orders to proceed toward Baldwin.
*
*
*
'•'
I continued to press the enemy closely with the Fortysecond Illinois and portions of the Third Michigan, and Seventh Illinois,
and Powell's battery deployed, and the rest of Roberts' brigade closely following to within one and a half miles of Twenty Mile creek, where I received orders to return to Booneville with the whole command, which I
did, arriving in camp at 10, P. M. On the same day. Lieutenant Colonel
Smith, First Ohio cavalry, made a reconnoissance toward Ripley. At
Blockland, he encountered the enemy, whom he charged and drove in. Colonel Smith reports Sergeant Major Scott as having been in this affair particularly distinguished for coolness and daring.
" June 4- Colonel ElKott, with his brigade and four guns of Powell's
battery, was sent down the Blockland road. He encountered the enemy at
Osburn's ereek, and the Second Michigan drove them four miles. At
Wolf's creek, he again met the enemy in force, and after a sharp skirmish,
returned in good order. On the 6th of June, Colonel Sheridan made a reconnoissance toward Baldwin, defeating the enemy and capturing Captain
Avery, of the Georgia cavalry, and on the 9th of June, he advanced again
with the Second brigade by night to Baldwin, where he arrived at 4, A. M.,
of the 10th, and found the enemy had retired. He then detached Lieutenant Colonel Hatch, with a battahon each of Second Iowa and Second Michigan, in the direction of Guntown, who attacked the enemy's rear guard and
drove it to within one and a half miles of the town. On the 4th of June,
Captain Patton, Fhst Ohio cavalry, with forty-eight men, repulsed a vigorous attack of two hundred and fifty of the enemy while on outpost duty
at Booneville.
* *
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
" Of the kUled and wounded of the enemy, no reliable data can be obtained. His loss is probably one hundred killed and three hundred and
fifty-six wounded. We have captured over six hundred prisoners, taken
seven thousand stands of small arms, a very large quantity of commissary
stores, tents, and baggage.
Very respectfully,
I am, General, your obedient servant,
G. GRANGER,

Brigadier General Commanding Cavalry Division.
BRIGADIER GENERAL W

L. ELLIOTT,

Chief of Staff, Army of Mississippi.
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After the capture of Corinth, the .six (•(inii)anics of the
Fourth cavalry moved with General Buell, a.s liis escort
to Athens, Alabama; being on d u t y at that place on the
3()th of J u n e , 1862.
A shoi't time before (renei-al Buell arrived at this place
the town had been occupied by a brigade of his army, commanded by Brigadier General Tiuchen. W h e n Turchen's
advance, comi)rising two companies of the Fourth, entered
the town, and after its complete evacuation by tlie lebel
cavalry, the citizen.s, noticing that there were but coml)aratively few Union soldiers jiresent, began an indiscriminate firing on them from the houses, sttibles, &c.
Notice of the attack was sent to the General, who hastened forward with his brigade, reaching the town shortly
after the F o u r t h boys had succeeded in silencing the hostile fire, and about two hours after the advance had entered.
Turchen formed his command in the center of the town,
and, referring to the dastardly attack on his advance, concluded his speech to his men about in these words :
"Now, boys, you stops in tis repel down dis night, and /
shuts mine eyes for von hour.''^ In about an hour, Turchen called to his adjutant and wanted to know if the
town was burned down yet. The adjutant told him it
was not. ''Veil, veil,"' said he, ''tell de poys I shuts
mine eyes for von hour and a half." The " p o y s " seemed
to understand, and when General Buell arrived a day or
so after, the site where Athens had stood was marked by
badly wrecked, demolished, and jilundered buildings.
The town was not burned, but it was badly torn to pieces,
and every building from which a shot had been fired was
demolished.
Movintr with General Buell, the companies of the
Fourth occupied Huntsville, Alaliama, in J u l v ; remain-

The Fourth in Tennessee and Kentucky.
ing in that place until the 2nd of August. From Huntsville, they moved to Shelbyville, Tennessee; and thence to
TuUahoma, where they remained until the 18th of September. On that day they started with army head-quarters to Nashville, and thence moved back through Kentucky to Louisville, where they were remounted on the
30th of September. On the 2nd of October, the advance
against Bragg's army at Bardstown, Kentucky, was commenced, and without participating actively in any engagement of note, Woodsonville was reached on the 31st
of October, and Nashville, Tennessee, on the 30th of November, 1862. At which place, early in December, they
were incorporated in the First brigade. Second cavalry
division.
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I N CA.MP AT NASHVILLE—INCIUKNTS.

" I n Freedom's cause our blades arc drawn;
The traitor y e t shall feel.
Before the day of Peace shall dawn,
H o w strong is Northern steel.''

|HE Seventh Pennsylvania cavalry, whose fame
was heard through t h e length and breadth of
the land; in loyal hearts enkindling the liveliest
emotions of pride, and forcing even from disloyal foes reluctant admiration for its deeds of daring and its prowess;
was recruited by authority of t h e Secretary of War, and
of Governor Curtin, under the following circumstances :
The disastrous result of t h e battle of Bull Run, in
J u l y , 1801, empha.sized the need previously felt by t h e
Secretary of "War for a larger force of cavalry than t h e
Government then had in the field. I t was also thought
best, at that time, to encourage the formation of organizations from the niore jiopulous of the loyal States, larger
than that of regiments. To that end, authority was
granted various persons in Pennsylvania to raise divisions and briiiades. Before, however, this ])roject was
fully carried out, a confiict of authority was develojied
between the Governor and tlie Secietai\ : it beiniLT claimed
by the former that the latter liad no warnint, under the
(30)

GEORGE C. WYNKOOP,
COLONEL SEVENTH PENNSYLVANIA CAVALRY.

(h'-iu II i::(i I ion ol

U'tiiniirnl.

."i 1

(.'ousi itui ion :iii(l lawsof the I nilcd St.-ilcs, |o (•()illllli^-^i()n
ivii-iiiiriHal Ol- coiiipaiiy olliccis, and llial, which he could
not d o d i r e c t l y lie could not accoiriplish iudii-ccl ly, 1>\'
(h'legating t h e jiower in t h e hau<ls of persons selected li\'
liini. This position of ( i o v e n i o i ' C u i l in was sul)se([ui'iitl \'
sustained, and the a u t h o r i l y gi-antcd by Ili(> Secretai'\' oi'
Wwv revoked.
l u . l u l y , iSf'd, A\iu. r>. Sipes, a^ proniineiit citizen of
Philadi'lphia-, was aiithorizi'd b y t h e Secretai-y of W a r 1o
i-aisi" in P e n n s y l v a n i a a, r e g i r n e n t o f c a \ ; d r y , to i'oi'iu a
p a r t of what -was designed to be ",lani<'s\s lji-i,i!,-ade of
Pennsylvania, N'oliinteei's." Mr. Sipes, w i t h t h e eiiei^y
Avliicii characteii/.ed all ills uiKh'rtakini^-s, i m m e d i a t e l y
( ) peiu'd r e c r u i t i n g stations at various points, a n d established rendezvous for t h e reci-uits at P h i l a d e l p h i a , Xori'isr(_)wu, a n d ]IarriHl)ui"g. A b o u t tlie same time, (leoru'e
(' AA'ynkoo]), a ri-sident of Pottsville, Sclinyllxill c o u n t y ,
who h a d served witli distinction in t h e ]\[exican war as a
(nlonel, (receiving a ])r(M'et of B i i g a d i e r (leneral of \"oIuuteers.) a n d as B r i g a d i e r (xenei-il of P e n n s y l v a n i a \ olu n t e e r s in t h e t h r e e m o n t h s service; was autliorized b y
(i<)\-ei'n(H' C u r t i n to raise a r e g i m e n t of cavalry, as p a r t of
P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s ' quota,, u n d e r t h e P r e s i d e n t ' s call for t h r e e
l i u n d r e d t l i o u s a n d volunteers "for t h e AV'ai'.""
I ' n d e r a u t h o r i t y of Colonel W y n k o o p , r e c r u i t i n g stations were opened in Pottsville ;ind olli(>r points in
S i h u y l k i l l c o u n t y , also in ('learlield a n d t!umb«n-land
counti'-s, a n d at llarrisbui'g.
The Seca-etary of W a r , h a v i n g in . \ u g u s t r(>volve(l ilie
autlioi'ity to Mr. Sipes, a consolidalion of the companies
ali't'ady r e c r u i t e d was lia-d, and I'egimeiital organization
• 'If.'cted at P o t t s v i l l e oil the 2 l s t of A u g u s t , iSCd ; and tlu;
follo\siim' li<dd and slalf selecle(l :
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Colonel (ieorueC. Wynkoop. of Pottsville. commissioned from Au.u:ust -Jl, iSfH.
Lieutenant Colonel Wm. B. Sijies, of Philadeliiliia,
commissioned from August 21, lS(il.
.Major John K. \Vynkoop, of Pottsville, commissioned
from >soveiiil>er'.), 1S(>1.
Major .lames L. Seibej't, of Philadelphia, commissioned
from November 14, ISdl.
.Major James Given, of Philadelphia, commissioned
from December 20, 1S()1.
.Vdjutant Richard F Mosen, commissioned from November A, 1S()1
Quartermastei' Thomas 11. Ricketts, of St. Clair, promoted from First Lieutenant, company \ .
('oinmissary J o h n B. Reed, commissioned November
14, 1861.
Surgeon Alexander M. Speer, commissioned Novenilier
14, 1861.
Assistant Surgeon J o h n L. Sherk, commissioned November 4, 1861.
The regiment was at first ordered to rendezvous at
Chambersburg, but two days after a part of one company
had arrived there, tlie designation was changed to a point
three miles east of Harrisburg, where, on the 26th of
August, it went into a camp named in honor of the Secretary of W a r , Camp Cameron. Between that date and
the 2()th of September, nine companies of maximum
strength, were musteied into the United States service.
On the loth of October, another company of ma.ximum
strength made up by con.solidating two i)arts of companies, was mustered into the service, and on the "Joth of
November, two more, one with maximum and the other
with minimum numbers, were mustered in.
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The compa;ny organizations at the time of the complete
muster was:
Company A.—Captain Wm. H. Jennings, of Pottsville,
commissioned from September 28, 1861; First Lieutenant
Percey H. White, of Pottsville, commissioned from
November 25, 1861; Second Lieutenant John D. Jones,
of Pottsville, commissioned from September 28, 1861.
Company B.—Captain John M. Essington, commissioned from November 14, 1861; First Lieutenant Amos
B. Rhoads, of Watsontown, commissioned from November 14,1861; Second Lieutenant Nathaniel B. Stevens, of
Watsontown, commissioned from November 14, 1861.
Company C—Captaih Benjamin F- Dartt, commissioned from November 1, 1861; First Lieutenant John
G. Hillier, commissioned from November 1, 1861; Second
Lieutenant Charles L. Greeno, commissioned from November 1, 1861.
Company D.—Captain James Bryson, of Watsontown,
commissioned from October 31, 1861; First Lieutenant
Joseph Castles, of Watsontown, commissioned from October 9, 1861; Second Lieutenant James S. Henderson, of
Watsontown, commissioned from October 31, 1861.
Company E.—Captain Israel B. Sheaffer, commissioned from October 29, 1861; First Lieutenant John
Leidy, commissioned from October 29, 1861; Second
Lieutenant Harvey H. Best, commissioned from October
29, 1861.
Company F.—Captain Cyrus Newlin, of Philadelphia,
commissioned from October 25, 1861; First Lieutenant
Heber S. Thompson, of Pottsville, commissioned from
October 22, 1861; Second Lieutenant Bernard Reilly, Jr.,
of Pottsville, commissioned from November 11, 1861.
Company G.—Captain James F. Andress, of Chester,
commissioned from November 4, 1861; First Lieutenant
3
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William Foote, commissionetl from Octolier 1, 18(')1;
Second Lieutenant James W Childs, coiiiinissioned from
October 12, 1801.
Cniit/xiin/ 11.—Captain Samuel Ilibler, commissioned
November HO, ISfU ; First Lieutenant Wm. C. (larrett,
commissioned November 20, 1861 -, Second Lieutenant
Shadrtick Foh'y, commissioned November 8(t, lS(iI.
Compatiy I.—Captain Charles C Davis, Harrisburg,
commissioned September 1,18(51 ; First Lieutenant* John
C. Fields, Harrisburg, commissioned'December 21, 18(')1 ;
Second Lieutenant Henry H. Lutz, Harrisburg, commissioned September 30, 1861.
Cd/n/xi/iy K.—Captain David G. May, W e s t Fairview,
commissioned November 4, 1861; First Lieutenant
Joseph G. Yale, Camp Hill, commissioned October 12,
1861; Second Lieutenant James G. Taylor, Connellsville,
commissioned October 12, 1861.
Company L.—Captain Charles C. McCormick, Reading, commissioned October 9. 1861; First Lieutenant
J o h n Umpleby, commissioned December 7, 1861; Second
Lieutenant Albert Bechtel, commissioned December 18,
1861.
Company 31.—Captain Bartholomew Scanlin, Pittsburgh, commissioned August 4, 1862; First Lieutenant
W m . Einstein, commissioned December ."i, 1861 ; Second
Lieutenant James L. Graham, commissioned December
o, 1861.
•The original first Heutenant of company I. was John .'-J. Wood of
Carli.sle, who was comniis-sioned from Sejitember 1, ISiil, and mustered
into the service. He was supplanted, without authority, hv the muster in
of Lieutenant Fields, at Bardstown, Kentucky, February 'if^. 1S(;2. It was
not until 18>^2 that he was officially mustered •mt of the I'nited States .service, to date, however, from the'-'-'-d of .\u2''ist. 1S<1.".! During this period
of three years John .S. Wood was the lei/al lirsi lieutenant of this company.
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Companies A and F were recruited in Schuylkill
county; B, in Lycoming and Tioga; C, in Tioga and
Bradford; D, in Northumberland and Montour; E, in
Clinton and Centre; G, in Chester; H, in Montour and
Luzerne; I, in Dauphin; K, in Cumberland and Lancaster;
with a detachment under Lieutenant Taylor, in Fayette;
L, in Berks, and M, in Allegheny
The expenses of recruiting were borne by the line
officers, out of their private funds, their commissions depending upon their success in the work. But few of them
had any military knowledge or experience, but this deficiency was rapidly overcome by careful and continuous
study, as soon as they entered camp.
Clothing and side arms for the men were issued as fast
as they arrived, and a thorough and systematic course of
instruction in dismounted drill, and saber and pistol exercise was continued during the whole time the regiment
lay in camp.
Horses and horse equipments, with complete camp and
garrison equipage, and full complement of wagons for
transportation were supplied and immediately shipped in
charge of a detail, by rail to Pittsburgh. On the 18th of
December, the colors of the regiment were presented to it
by Governor Curtin, from the capitol at Harrisburg, in
the presence of a large congregation of citizens; the
destination of the regiment being then known to be the
great field of the West, caused unusual interest to be
manifested by the people, in its departure for the seat of
war.
On the morning of the 19th, the regiment, in pursuance
of orders from the Secretary of War, started for Louisville, Kentucky, being assigned to the command of General Buell. Arriving at Pittsburgh about 1, A. M., on the
20th, it was handsomely entertained by the citizens in a
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public hall, and then marched to the steamboats ])i(>vided
for its transportation, thence to Louisville. So faithfully
had the detail, which had left Harrisburg on the 17th,
worked that all the horses, forage, rations, camii and gai-rison et[uipuge were already on board, and, casting off, the
fieet of six magnificent steamers bore it away, amid the
cheers of the j)oiml;ice and salutes of artillery, toward
the " seat of war in the South-west."
It left Pittsburgh about 2, A. M., on the 20th, and reported to General Buell, at Louisville, on the morning of
the 26th, and was, by his orders, placed in camp on the
Indiana side of the river in rear of Jeffersonville. W h e n
it came to debark, a furious rain was falling; the mules
were entirely unbroken; the wagons had never been put
together before; and the " b o t t o m had fallen o u t " of the
roads leading from the town to the camping ground;
added to these interesting factors, was the fact that the
men detailed as teamsters and assistants were absolutely
without experience in army transportation, and the lively
kind of a circus the regiment treated itself to before it
got settled in camp that night may be imagined, but cannot be adequately described.
The next morning, it having grown intensely cold during the night, the men had the novel experience of cutting
the horses' feet loose from the frozen ground. This freeze
was attended with very serious results. The horses had
been taken from stables and the more recent warmth and
shelter of the cars and boats, and were wholly unprepared
for the sudden exposure. On hundreds, the skin was
frozen into blisters, which soon became sore, and standing
in the deej) mud, from wliich they could not be ])rotected
developed a most malignant foi-m of " s c r a t c h e s " or *'frreezed-lieel,"' causing lameness, whicli was not gotten rid of
for more than six months after ; in fact, about two hun-
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dred had ultimately to be condemned and turned in as
worthless.
Notwithstanding this troul)le with the horses, the regiment rapidl}' became proficient in the mounted drill, passing, while it lay in this camp, through that portion of the
" t a c t i c s " W'hicli treats of the "school of the soldier, the
sipiad, the compiany, and the battalion." In this daily
drilling, with mud almost knee-deep one day, and frozen
ground and ice the next, many casualties of a minor
nature occurred from horses falling or throwing the
men, the most seriotts of which was that to Lieutenant
Taylor, who was badly injured by being kicked on the leg
while on drill.
The regiment received its second payment on the 14th
of Janttary
This payment, so promptly following the
muster of December 31, shows that the officers had been
careful and intelligent in the preparation of the rolls. The
Belgen rifles issued were found to be worthless and were
condemned, and companies A, F, H, G, K, and L were, on
the 21st of Jarmary, armed with the Burnside carbine,
Avhile companies B, C, D, I, and M received the Smith carbine.
Before arriving a t ' ' the front,'' many amusing incidents
occurred, one of wdiich, as it served for a long standing
joke on the officer, is inserted. At Camp Cameron, some
of the officers Avottld occasionally go into Harrisburg, and
in their patriotic effort to convince their friends that they
were just tlie felloAvs to put down the rebellion, would get
mixed up) in their reckonings by too freqttent libations of
a conii)ound of sweetened milk, eggs, etc., dispensed at
tlie •• Kx(diange."
One bright moonlight night, the captain of comiiany B,
wendiiiLC his wear\' w;iy from the city to camp, was halted
by the outer uuard, when the following dialogue oc(airred :
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SKN il.VEL.—Halt ! who comes there '.
CAI'IAi.v.—Friendwith I thcounCsigu.
SK.N ri.NKL.— 117/61 are you i
CAITAI.N.—Friendwith t thcount siirn.
SKNTINKL.—Advance, friend, and give the countersign.
C.vI' r.\IN. —Toldyu"liaddn' t it.
SK.N'TIXKL.—Are you a citizen or a soldier (
CAFTAI.N.—You'r a fool. 1 ain't either a solder'era
gentl'man, 'am a officer'anie, I am.
Another incident, which occurred on the way down the
Ohio on one of the boats, has since the war been published in many newsjiapers, with its hero as " n u m e r o u s "
as the accounts them.selves.
One night. Captain Essington and a few of the officers
were playing a little game of poker, when a man, apjiarently connected in some way with the btiat, managed to
get into the game, and soon succeeded in getting in a good
deal of the loose change. Essington was drinking a good
deal, and, after a time, appeared considerably affected.
He had lost several hundred dollars, amd was strongly
urged to drop the game. He, however, persisted in playing, and the game was changed to euchre. During this
latter game, the stranger said to Essington, who had the
deal, " I f this was poker now, I would bet on my h a n d . "
Essington replied, '" W h a t would you bet if it was poker'. "
The stranger said, " I would bet five hundred dollars on
my hand in poker." Essington looked at his own hand
awhile, then said, " I f you will allow me to tliscard one
card and take u]) that (pieen," which he had turned uj)
as trump, " I will make it jioker." Tlie stranger readily
agreed, the discard was made, and tlie stranirer put up
his five hundied doljais. Essington saw it and raised it
five hundred more, when tlie stianuer called it. The
stranger, lying down four kiiurs. said, "Cai)tain. your
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four queens are not good." Essington replied, "No, but
four aces are," showing the four aces. The stranger surrendered, remained quiet a little while, then said, very
seriously, "Captain, that is all right, but what did you
want with that queen along with your four spots ?"
At five o'clock, on the morning of the 26th of January,
the regiment "struck tents " and, with one day's cooked
rations in haversacks, moved at 8 A. M., to the Louisville
ferry. By eleven o'clock it was transferred "bag and
baggage," without loss of men or material into the city
and formed on Broad street. It was there inspected by
the inspecting officers of the department, and, in marching
trim, reviewed by Major General Buell, in person, passing
the reviewing stand in column of platoons. It presented
a fine appearance and was highly complimented by the
General. It marched in review with nine hundred and
sixty-three officers and men in ranks, which, with teamsters and train guards, gave a total "present equipped for
the field of one thousand and sixty-two officers and men;
with a train of fifteen wagons and three ambulances.
General Buell, in an official communication to the Honorable Secretary of War, subsequently wrote: "The
Pennsylvanians are the finest troops in this command.
Send more like Negley's brigade. I am confident the
Seventh cavalry will be a credit to the State. My officers
speak highly of the Ninth Pennsylvania Cavalry."
The military situation in the department had, all
through the summer and fall of 1861, been such as excited great anxiety among those versed in the science of
war. The rebels held the Mississippi river from Columbus, Kentucky, to its mouth; the former, with Fort Pillow and Memphis, were strongly fortified camps, garrisoned with a force reported at seven thousand men of all
arms under command of Lieutenant General Polk.
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Major Genei-al Pillow occupied New Madrid, Mis.souri;
with a reported force of twenty thousand infantry ami
artillery; Major General Price in Missouri had a known
force in the field of over twenty tliousand cavalry and
artillery; Brigadier General A''an Dome, in south-west
.Missouri, was known to have at least ten thousand cavalry
and artillery; General Albert Sidney Johnson, in chief
command of the whole force, occupied a strongly fortified
position at Bowling Green, in the heart of Kentucky,
with a reported force of fifty thousand men of all anns;
Marshal] and Zollicoffer, with five thousand cavalry and
fifteen thousand infantry and artillery, held the line of
the Cumberland river and mountains in south-eastern
Kentucky.
Up to September 6, the Federal forces were: Under
Major General Fremont, in Missouri, twenty-two thousand
men of all arms; under Brigadier General Grant, at
Cairo, Illinois, and Paducah, Kentucky, eleven thousand
two hundred; under Major General Sherman, near Louisville, Kentucky, ten thousand five hundred. At Camp
Dick Robinson, under Brigadier General Nelson, six
thousand three hundred, and extending from Covington
to Camp W i l d Cat, under Brigadier General Thomas,
eight thousand six hundred.
Believing this to be the situation, it is not strange that
when, in Seiitember, General Sherman was asked what
force he would require to drive the rebels out of Kentucky, occupy Na.shville. and hold East Tennessee, he
replied, without hesitation, two hundred thousand men
of all arms.
Even, knowing, as we now do, the extent to which the
numbers of the rebel force was exagtrerated, it is evident
that, had the rebel leaders the ability to iiave iriasped the
situation, they could, in .Vuirust or September, have
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mounted one hundred thousand men, witli a park of fifty
or sixty pieces of artillery, and swe[»t from almost ;uiy
point in Kentucky, across the Stab's of fudiana and
Ohio; producing a political revolution in these as well as
the State of Illinois; and, following by aninfa-ntr>' advance
up) the Mississippi river, supported by their fleet of gunboats, might, and probably would, hav<' wr-estedthe whole
Mississi])pi and Ohio valley from the Union.
That this, or a similar project cm their i)art, was looked
for by General Slierniaii, while he was in command at
Louisville, is shown by his coiTespondence. For his
anxiety and solicitude at that time, General Sherman was
ridiculed and pronounced 'crazy' by the leading newspa jiers of the da}', and has been criticised, mor.e or less
ttnfavorably ever since, by most wdio have attempted to
w^'ite a history of the war; they assuming that the dicta
of Horace Greely, contained in his American Conflict, is
the truth, although not supjiorted l)y any evidence.
The figures, as given in the "official records of the Rebellion, series 1, vols. H I and IV, show that on the loth
of November, 1861, General A. S. Johnson had a total of
all arms 'present for duty,' of a liundred and one thousand
six hitndred and fifty-five officers and men, with one hundred and fifty-live p)ieces of lield artillery. Now, when
it is remembered, that at this time, in the same report,
l)Oth Polk and Johnson state 'that the larger ^loition of
their commands are dow^n with the measles, by which the
present for duty is vastly reduced, liut liope soon fo be
able to ]e])ort the restoration of the men to their ranks,
&c:" and taking tlie only report on file, wdiich gives the
number of sick, to wit : Hardee's, in wdiich lie gives
"Present sick"
2,.S0i)
Absent sick
;^,07S
(KTST"
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and present effectives twelve thousand five hundred, we
s.e that out of a total of nineteen thousand two hundred
and eiuhty-seveii, more than thirty-five per cent, is rejiorted siciv; a jiroportiou wliich would swell the armies of
Polk and Johmson, exclusive of the cavalry, to eighty
thou.sand eight hundred and ninety-seven, and with tlie
cavalry to one hundied ami twenty-five thou.sand six
hundred and twenty-eight ! And when we consider that
the " army of the (fulf," undei- Beauregard, numbered
" nearly f'oity tliousand effectives, " and the gunboat
fleets of Mempliis and New Orleans weie all within reach
of easy and rapid concentration in his front; the ' crazy '
Sherman stands forth as the only man with sufficient
military gra.sp of mind to take in the whole situation, or
of. fortitude to make it known to his chiefs.
The clamor of the newspapers was, however, so great
that Shennan, at his own request, was relieved and Major
General Don Carlos Buell assigned to the command of
the Department.
The leading characteiistic of General Buell was a calm
determination to do the best possible with the material
and force at hand. He seems to have believed that the
best and quickest way to teach a soldier how to fight was
to put him at it; hence, he early inaugurated a series of
demonstrations against the rebel lines, which compelled
the enemy to assume the defensive.
By the middle of January, 1802. the military situation
in the entire West was vastly changed from that of the
preceding November.
The army, which had been operating in Missouri west
of the Mississippi, was brought to Paducah and Smithfield, and placed under the command of Brigadier General (inint. A fleet of LTiinboats, nims. &c., had been
built, and was ready to nie.-t the enemy on the river;
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while both Grant and Buell were gathering their strength
and ready to hurl their forces on the fortified lines of the
foe.
In Kentucky, Humphries Marshall had been defeated
and scattered; Buckner driven from Munfordsville and
the Green river; a rebel force defeated and scattered on
the Big Sandy; and Zollicoffer defeated, routed, and killed
at Ctimberland Ford.
It was now the purpose of General Buell to concentrate
his army as rapidly as possible, eastward of Bowling
Green; and, forcing the enemy's lines, penetrate to the
neighborhood of Galatin, Tennessee, and force Johnson
to give battle outside of his entrenched line, south or
south-east of Bowling Green. Grant, in the meantime,
was to attack, and, if possible, carry the fortifications at
and around Columbus.
The Seventh Pennsylvania cavalry, under orders to report to General Thomas, near Cumberland Ford, moved,
as before stated, on the 26th of January; arriving at Bardstown on the 29th, it was then unexpectedly ordered to
halt and go into camp. In these few days, (as we now
know, but then had no means of learning,) the whole situation had changed.
On the 25th, two gunboats from the Mississippi flotilla,
reconnoitering up the Tennessee river, were fired upon
from an unfinished work which it was thought could be
captured without great difficulty. On being apprised of
this fact, and the location of the battery or fort. General
Grant saw that its capture would pierce the rebel lines,
and enable him to attack Columbus in the rear; with a
good base and a short communication. He, therefore,
asked and obtained permission to make the attempt;
General Buell being ordered, in the meantime, to suspend
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his movements and hold his army in readiness to march
as the exigencies of the campaign might require.
Thomas and Nelson were, tlierefore, ordered to march
towards Bardstown, and Crittenden and Mitchell to hold
the line of the Green river and demonstrate toward Hopkinsville.
The gunboats moved up the Tennessee on the nth of
Februaiy, and, on the (ith, captured the battery known na
Fort Henry The rebel line being thus pierced, Johnston
ordered Pillow, with his division and large detachments
from P o l k ' s army, as well as Buckner, with his division
from Bowling Green, to reestablish it by holdiag a fortified position near Dover, on the Cumberland river, twelve
miles northward of Fort Henry. This was the famous
Fort Donaldson, and was captured, with nine thou.sand
five hundred j^risoners, by Grant on the morning of the
16tli, causing, with the killed and wounded, a loss of sixteen thousand men to the enemy. Buell had, meanwhile,
pushed forward, threatening an attack on Johnston, who,
on the 17th, evacuated Bowling Green, and retreated
rapidly to Nashville. Buell followed and occupied Bowling Green on the 18th.
The following extracts from a private letter, dated
Bardstown, Kentucky; February 16, shows the condition
of the regiment at that time :
" February 7.—For a week p.T-st we have been in camp at thi.s place; have
got pretty well fixed, but a .str.-inge disease has broken out among the horses,
viz : an ap[)arent epidemic of 'scratches.
Three fourths of them are hardly
able to walk, the hind legs particularly being swollen and uleerati-d, in many
ea.ses from the hoof to the knee. W e can do nothing more than keep them
clean and trust to time to heal them up. There is a great deal of sickness
among thr men.
*
*
The n h e l army, one hundred tlum.sand strong,
is re|)orted at Bowling Oreen, waiting witiiin their intrenehiiient.s our advance.
'• l-'ihriiartj 10.—We are .still in camp near Ifiinistown. There is evidently
a great deal of activity aU along the hne. For stvoral days tlie command
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of General Gr. H. Thomas has been marching by us, having come in from the
battle of Mill Creek or Cumberland Ford, where the rebel General Zollicoflfer was killed and his army routed. General Nelson, from Camp Dick
Robinson, has been joined to^Thomas; all march to Bardstown, then wheel
to the left and take direction of Bowling Green. Fort Henry, on the Tennessee river, was captured on the 6th. The army is concentrating, and
will soon advance. We do not know yet what place will be given to us,
but hope to be in the front. Men and horses are, however, in very bad condition ; fully seventy per cent, of the former are unfit for duty. Lieutenant
Taylor has the camp fever, and had to be sent to the hospital. Captain
May and Lieutenant Vale are sick, the former getting worse and the latter
improving. Captain Bryson, company B ; Captain Sheaffer, company E ;
Captain Dartt, company D, and Captain Jennings, company A, are sick, as
are Lieutenants Joseph Castles, company D; H. Best, company E ; S.
Foley, company H, and John Umbleby, company L. Lieutenant Colonel
Sipes has been sent to a hospital at Louisville. The surgeon says, however,
that there is a marked improvement in the command within the last few
days; that the sickness is the result of exposure and the process of hardening the men to the service, and that within a short time the command will
be all right and able to bear the exposure of camp and field better than if
the sickness had not occurred. They really speak of it as a matter of course
and of ultimate benefit."

Several of the officers, and as many of the men as could
be, were housed while sick in the residence of Mr. William B. Grigsby, near whose mansion the regiment
camped, who kindly threw open his house and placed all
his provisions, beds, and bedding at the disposal of the
command. This action on his and the part of his family
was entirely voluntary. Mrs. Grigsby, his wife, took
upon herself the care of many of the sick. For this, the
family received the grateful regard of the officers and men.
On the night of February 16, orders were received for
the regiment to march, and on the morning of the 17th
it moved out amid a tremendous rain-storm, taking the
direction of Munfordsville. By this time, the health of
the men had vastly improved, and the regiment moved,
seven hundred strong. Many of the officers and men
were scarcely able to sit their horses, but believing that a
battle was soon to be fought, they took their places, de-
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spite tlieir weakness. Some two hundred had, however,
to be left in the hos]»ital at Bardstown and Ijouisville;
among whom were Cajitains Bryson and May, and Lieutenants Best, Casetles. and Taylor.
The i;i'neral condition of the men and horses impi'oved
durini!: the march, and arrivin<f in the vicinitv of .Munfordsville on the •'vening of .March 1, tlieie was, for a sliort
time, a prospect of having its "first figlit." A party of
foragers, on approaching a hay-stack, about a mile from
camii, were fired ujion, and two companies, K and L, were
ordered to tlieir support. The "Johnnies."" however, about
thirty in number, left without waiting to be interviewed;
no injury to either side, except that Samuel Eyster,
bugler in K conii)any, was thrown from his horse and injured so as to be sent to the hosjiital.
Finding the main road to Bowling Green was obstructed
by fallen timber, pike broken, and britlges destroyed, the
regiment was directed to march as rear guard to Mitchell's
division; ria Ghusgow and the Mammoth Cave; its duty
being to protect tlie left flank of the army. The march
w;is very difficult, and rendered extremely fatiguing by
the terrible condition of the weather and roads, so that
it only arrived at Bowling Green on the 13th of March,
and passed through Nashville, Tennessee; on the 17th,
going into camp about three miles out, on the Zollicoffer
property between the Franklin and Granny \Vliite pikes.
Tlie following extracts from :i letter written by an officer
to a friend, dated " C a m p Worth, Nashville; March '2^2,
18(52," gives an accurate picture of the march from Baixistown to Na,shville.
*
*
*
nearly a month in
kno'wledt'e of the
mad all the way.'
the liridges; ne.\t,

" Y o u may, no doubt, be surprised to learn that we were
travehn^r from Bardstown to Na.shville; for, savs your
geography of the eountry, 'they hail a poo<! turnpike
To that 1 will answer, that the rehels first burned all
in many places, plowed up the pike; tlieii, in others,
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felled trees across the roail, so Ihai we were rre(nienlly coniiielleil to leave
the main road and strike oil' tliroiijili Ilie i'ounli\', and then we liaij a iinic
of i t ! riungillji; tln-OUgll tlie limd t w o to t l l i c e lerl, (lce[i, liomiein;.; 0\(,T

roi'ks that, under other ciiciiinstaiires, 1 would liar(ll\ have aUein|ile(l to pass
on loot; eliniliiiiL;-inountaius, and w iiidiiii;'aiound [H'eeipiees! Vou may loiiu
soine idea, of the entire march lo Howliiii;- (ireen, when 1 state that OIK.'
day our utmost ell'orts \vere ie([uired to get two and a half miles; andraielv
did \\i' make ten mile.s in a day; add lo this almost eonstaut rain, and \o\i
will not think tliat \\v loitered by the way.
*
*
*
*
*
' ' T h e foi-tilicalions al fowling (ireen were
ratlier formidable, but neither so extensive oi' slron^;' as I ex]ieet(.Ml. They
numbered nine iorts, or detached eartliworks, and mounted, proliably, twenty
heavy guns. The laii!;est fort was an enclosed star-shaped work, coverint^
aliout live acres of ground on the top of a hill in the south-eastern part of
the town, and commanding it and most of its approaches. It is built of
stone and earth, with parapet about twenty feet higli from the bottom of
the diteli; has two large bomb proots, and mounted nine heavy guns.
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
•' The march from Bowling Green to Nashville was mueli mon.' pleasant.
The road was £,niod, and the weatlier clear and agreeable. I t is spring here,
the peaches v\'ere in bloom all along from Bowling Green. The country w.is
highly cultivated, and, liut for the destruction wrought by the reliel.s wln^n
they oceu[iied and passed through it, would compare favorably with the
finest parts of Cumberland or Lancaster valleys in Pennsylvania. The
most serious difficulty we had to contend with was want of good water,
the rebels having killed a great deal of stock and thrown it into the ponds
and streams, rendering the water unfit for use. Of course all the bridges
were burned and forai^a' destroyed.
*
*
*
*
•• Xasliville is a beautiful city, and the country around is a perfect paradise of beauty. The people are nearly all rebels and the houses are closed,
so that the city looks as if it was asleep, or taking a Sunday rest.
*
*
*
*
The rebels are withdrawing from this State, too, and as they
can beat us running, I don't think we will have a battle soon. W e cancht
a live one the other night, a certain captain, who was a little too much of a
' rear guard.' This is our only exploit thus far."

When passing tlirough Nashville, the regiment having
rested a day at Edgefield and ''brushed u p , " x^i'fst^i^ted a
very fine a|)pearance. It mtirched, over seven hundred
strong, in column of sections, the ranks well closed and
dressed, with drawn sal)eis, and the equipments, clothing,
men. and horses, cletin and in good ('(mdition. The few
Union Hags which were disjilayed called forth hearty
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cheers, while the sullen frowns of the rebel sympathizers
e.xcited neither notice or comment.
On wheeling near the Zollicoffer house into the street
leading to the Franklin jiike, a little boy, not over four
years old, was .seen standing on the top of an iron railing
in front of a very fine residence. Tlie little fellow, the
wliole time the regiment was pa.ssing, kept swinging his
cap and shouting at the top of his voice : "Look at the
Yanks !"' " Hurrah for Jeff ! " " W h o ' s afraid 1'" " I ' m
for Jeff!" " O h ! You Yanks!"" " W h o ' s afraid!" It
is needless to say that he was greeted all along the whole
line with gootl-humored cheers.
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CHAPTER VI.
FROM MARCH 22 TO MAY 6.
FiEST

BATTALION

AT COLUMBUS,

MURFREESBORO'—REBEL

RISING

SECOND
IN

FIGHT AT SHELBYVILLE—BATTLE or

AT NASHVILLE,

AND THIRD A T

NASHVILLE—FIGHT

AT P U L A S K I —

LEBANON—INCIDENTS, &O.

Now, through the fields of Tennessee,
Our sabers brightly flash;
W e pit against " the chivalry "
The Keystone plow-boy's dash.

^N" the 22nd of March, the First battalion, under
command of Major John E. Wynkoop, being
assigned to duty with General Negley's brigade, moved to Columbia, Tennessee. The Second, under Colonel Wynkoop, assigned to the command of G-eneral Dumont, constituted a part of the garrison of Nashville, and remained at Camp Worth; while, about the first
of April, the Third, under Major Given, being assigned
to Colonel Duffield, moved to Murfreesboro'
Camp
Worth remained the head-quarters of the regiment, and
all reports, &c., were sent to it.
During the comparative quiet, between the occupation
of Nashville and the battle of Pittsburg Landing, the
companies were actively engaged in scouting and picket
duty, gathering forage, procuring information,.and making topographical surveys of the country On these
duties, the First battalion operated from Columbia, south,
and east to the Tennessee river and Huntsville, Alabama;
the Second south-west and west, down the Cumberland
river; and the Third, south to the Elk river, and east to
4
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the Cumberland mountains. In this work, the regiment
rapidly i)ec;inie proficient in the field duties of the soldier,
in the presence of the enemy
Soon after the battle of Pittslmrg I^mding. an ugly
feeling showed itself among the i)eople of Nashville,
towartl all the federtd soldiers. There were well authenticated reports of a general plot among the rebel citizens
to rise in the night, .seize the military (Governor, and
Union officers, and eitiier hold or destroy the city .Men
in large numbers jipjieared upon the streets; the houses,
which, before, had been kept closed, were now opened
every night. A gretit de:d of visiting was apparently
going on, and the ladies, who, before this, kept studiously out of sight, now appeared in great numbers on the
streets, and, by every gesture of contemi)t, expressed
their disgust for the Yankee officer and soldier.
Under these circumstances, it bectime nece.ssary to have
a heavy guard (one regiment of infantry) and patrol (one
company of cavalry) on d u t y in the city every night.
It was reported through the camp for several days that
the rebel ladies were in the habit of spitting on the officers, whenever they got an opportunity
One evening, a
detail from the regiment, being on patrol duty, under the
command of Lieutenant Yale, as '' officer of the day'"
for the city, a report was brought to the officer, that the
ladies in the wealthy and aristocratic portions of the city,
were generally indulging themselves in this practice.
The lieutenant, on consultation with tlie officer commanding the infantry guard, detennined to see for himself, and, if the rejioit w;is true, to take measures to stop
it. It was generally believed that any rejire.ssive measures would precipitate a confiict with the citizens. Tlie
lieutenant, dismounted, and witli the lieutenant colonel commanding the infantry guard, walked quietly u p
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the street. For about a square they were unmolested,
but, when about to pass a fine residence on the most
fashionable street, a young lady stepped from the piazza,
and, timing her pace to that of the officers, reached the
gate in front of the house just as they were passing, and
deliberately spat in the face of the lieutenant colonel,
who happened to be on the side next the yard ! The officers made no remark, nor in any way appeared to notice
it, but quietly detailed an infantry guard to take charge
of the front, and a cavalry patrol of five men to patrol
the rear of the residence, ordering them to allow no one
to leave the house. Lieutenant Yale then reported the
occurrence, and what he had done, to General Rousseau,
who was then in command of the city.
It was not long before a certain Dr. Martin appeared
at the general's head-quarters, complaining that a guard
had been placed over his house and his family under arrest; that he was not at home at the time, but was informed by the corporal that he could enter, if he wished,
but could not go out again. He, with great indignation,
demanded that the guard be removed, &c., &c. Rousseau
calmly investigated the matter, and, finding the facts as
reported by the officftrs, gave the doctor the alternative of
giving bond, with five other prominent citizens, which he
named as surety, for the future good conduct of his family,
or see all the adult females in the house lodged in the
military prison at the penitentiary The security was
given, and from that time until the close of the war,
there was not a city in the whole country which gave so
little trouble, or that treated the Federal garrison with
more respect.
It is proper to state that Dr. Martin stoutly declared
that the insult was without his knowledge, was entirely
unjustifiable, and would not have been given had he been
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at lionie. It was never definitely known whether the
hidy \\as I)r. Martin s daughter, or one of several young
ladies sjiending the evening at his house
About this time, an incident occurretl in the camp of
the Seventh, whicli had its influence in changing the
jKilicy of the Government toward the institution of
slavel\v

In accordance with instructions from Washington, on
advancing into Kentucky and Tennes.see, General Buell
had, by general orders, tlirectetl all officers within the department to deliver u p to the claimant all fugitive slaves
who might conceal themselves within their respective
commands and camps. Early one morning, a party of
eight mounted men presented themselves at the entrance
of the camp, with an order from General Rousseau, commanding in Nashville, authorizing them to search for,
and if found, seize a certain colored man, claimed as the
pro])tMty of one of the party
The officer of the day reported their presence and authority to Lieutenant Colonel Sipes, then in command of the camp, and by his
direction, escorted them into and through the regiment;
offering every possible facility to assist them in the search.
The political complexion of all t h e ' companies, except
one, was that of decided Democrats, and but little antislavery sentiment was heard in the regiment.
Tlie officer of the day requested the su])posed citizens
to di.smount stating that the search could be more easily
made by so doing than if they reniaine<l mounted. They,
however, de'clined, saying tliey preferred to be mounted,
&c.
The search commenced at K company, and i)rogre8sed
without incident, or remark on the ])art of the .soldiers,
until they came to the rear of (' company, when a colored
man ran out of the cook-tent, and, dartintr through the
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company streets, sought to gain the woods. The visitors
called excitedly to him to stop: '' Stop, you d—d nigger!"
" Stop, till we see who you are ! " " Stop, or I'll shoot,"
&c.; at the same time dashing after him on a gallop, and
firing their, pistols indiscriminately in the direction in
which he was running.
The officer of the day, Captain Sheaffer, of E company,
commanded them to halt and cease firing in camp, but,
finding they paid no attention to him, called out the
guard and started to report to the colonel. Almost instantly, however, after they opened fire, the soldiers, as
one man, flew to arms, surrounded the citizens, dismounted
and disarmed them, and held them, until, in a few minutes,
the officer of the guard arrived and marched them, as
prisoners, to the colonel's quarters. They were sent,
with their.arms, Colt's revolvers, with plenty of ammunition, and a full report of the affair, to the general in
Nashville; where an investigation developed the fact that
they were regularly enlisted soldiers of Captain Adams'
company, First Mississippi rebel cavalry; that the darkey
was a cook in Captain Dartt's company, who had been
hired and accompanied the regiment from Pittsburgh;
and that the whole object was to obtain an opportunity to
traverse the camps and obtain information. The ' 'citizens''
were sent as prisoners of war to Columbus, Ohio; and no
order to search camps for runaway slaves was ever after
issued in the Department! The entire political sentiment
of the regiment was changed by the incident, and, henceforth, it was one of the strongest anti-slavery regiments
in the service.
On the 1st of May, Captain Newlin, with company F,
while scouting on the Tennessee and Alabama pike in the
neighborhood of Pulaski, was met by a couple of regiments of the enemy, under the command of, then, Colo-
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nel John .Morgan. Captain Newlin, setting that he was
largely out-numbered, and that to attempt anything moie
than merely to develop the strength of the enemy would
endanger his command, retired in good order, fallitig
back from hill to hill in skirmish line. He iQst two men
cajitured. Morgan lost two killed, and five wounded.
On the 2d of May, the First battalion marched from
Columbia on Pulaski, but Morgan, after remaining there
over night, niovetl, early in the morning, in the direction
of Murfreesboro", so that Major Wynkoop, on gaining
Pulaski, was only able to see his rear guard di.sajjpear
rapidly
Morgan, about the last of April, had been sent, with
his own ami parts of two other regiments, to ctit the railroad in rear of Buell"s army, then posted in North Alabama, from Florence to Huntsville. The skirpiish with
Cajitain Newlin, and the approach of the First batttilion,
under Major W y n k o o p , prevented him, however, from
doing damage to the Tennessee and Alabama road.
On the 3d, he made a demonstration, early in the morning, on Shelbyville, but was repulsed, without much
effort, it being only a feint to enable him to strike the
Nashville and Chattanooga road between Murfreesboro' and Na-sh-vdlle. On the morning of the 4th, he cut
the road hear Stewjirt"s Creek, by burning a small bridge,
and also demonstrated against Murfreesboro'
Tlie Third
battalion, under Major Given, marched out and easily
drove him back in the direction of Shelbyville.
Tlie Second battalion was roused early on the 4th, and
reported to General Dumont, on the Murfreesboro' pike,
at 4, .\. M., then, under that officer, moved with the First
and Fourth Kentucky cavalry, at a rajiid walk, toward
Murfreesboro", where it arrived at 1, p. M., without encountering the enemy
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While ft^eding the horses and eating dinner, scouts from
the Third ballalion came in and icported .\loii;an ap])rt)aching from the direction of Shelbyville, witli a I'oice
of several thousand.
(Jeiieral Dumont immediately mounted his command,
and about 2, i*. .M., mo\ed out to meet him, taking the
Shelbyville pike. After marching about live miles, it was
(.liscovered that Morgan had moved across the country
westward of Murfrt^esboro", crossing the Wilkinson and
Nashville pikes, and slightly damaging th(^ railroad mwv
Stone's River crossing, and had thence moved down the
ri^•er, reaching the Murfreesboro' and Lebanon pike at
Black's cross road, where, taking that pike, had marched
in the direction of Lebanon.
It was nearly 7, v. M., when General Dumont's command reached Black's cross roads, and, wishing to induce
Morgan to halt, that he might get wdtliin striking distance, he called in the advance, which had been skirmish
ing with the enemy's rear guard, as though he intended
to return to Murfreesboro"; and, in order to strengthen
this impression, he directed the First and Fourth Kentucky to march over the hill, in the direction of Murfreesboro'. This hill is in complete view of the pike, for a
distance of over five miles north of Black's; and, it being
a bright night, the forces could easily be set'u by the rebel
scouts, retreating, as they supposed, to Murfreesboro'.
The ruse, as we learned next day, was successful, for
Mortraii, seeing, as he thought, the whole foi'ce ])ass over
the hill, and finding his rear entirely unmolested, c(mgratulated himself on having shaken olf his adversary;
and, moving cm to Lebanon, twenty mill's distant, went
into liivouac in the town; intending the next day to vn{
tilt' Nashville and Louisville railroad at (ialatin, capliii'e
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the garrison, and destroy the trestle work and tunnel near
that place.
Meanwhile, (teneral Dumont, after feeding the horses
and allowing tlie men time to get such sujiper as they
could prepare without fires, about 1<», v. M., moved
quietly in the direction of Lebanon. About three o'clock
on the morning of the 5th, he again halted, and nuissed
his forces within five miles of tiie town; and, sending out
scouts, discovered Morgan tpiietly resting there.
At 4, A. M., Dumont again mounted and pushed on;
the command being directed to move on each side of the
road-bed, so as to lessen the noise of the march. Moving
t h u s well closed up, he struck the enemy's pickets about
a mile and a half from the town, when the charge was
sounded. The pickets were captured, and the Second
battalion of the Seventh Pennsylvania cavalry leading
the advance, entered the town at a gallop, giving Morgan
the first notice he had that Dumont was on him; and
making the sui-prise complete.
It appears, however, t h a t Morgan intended to make an
early start for Galatin on the 6 t h : consequently, when
Dumont struck, he was preparing to leave, and had his
own regiment of five companies and the First Mississippi
already mounted. He formed his regiment quickly, by
companies, on the Murfreesboro' street, and the First Mississippi on the Nashville and Alexandria pikes, fronting
the square, with two companies of the Second Tennessee mounted, in column of fours, on the street to the right
of the Murfreesboro" jtike. around the rear of the Odd
Fellows' hall. Tlie dismounted men of the " K e n t u c k y
battalion," he threw into the court-house, and the buildings around the S(]uare.'" and the houses along the Murfree.sboro' pike; the Odd Fellows" hall and buildings on
the Nashvilh' pike; and also fomied. with dismounted
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men, a strong Hne in a field at the north edge of the
town; reaching from the Carthage pike to the college
east of the Alexandria pike; and with two companies of
the Second Tennessee, occupied the college.
The Second battalion of the Seventh, Captain Dartt,
company C, leading, had the advance, followed by the
Third battalion, both under the immediate command of
Colonel Wynkoop. Next came four companies of the
Fourth Kentucky, under Captain Chilsom, followed by
the First Kentucky, commanded by Colonel Wolford.
On arriving at the bridge, immediately south of the
town, the general directed Colonel Wynkoop to deliver a
saber charge on the enemy, then forming in plain sight,
on the street in his front, the Fourth Kentucky to hold
position in column, on the pike ; and the First Kentucky
to move down the stream to the left, gain the Nashville
pike, at the western suburbs, and engage the enemy from
that quarter.
Drawing saber, the Seventh Pennsylvania, with loud
cheers, dashed forward on their maiden encounter, struck
in quick succession the five companies of "Morgan's
Own," and, though exposed to a heavy fire from the
court-house and other buildings lining the street, as well'
as encountering the opposition of the mounted men, without a halt or break of formation, cleared the street from
end to end ; broke and scattered the line of dismounted
men formed in the field north of the town, driving them
from the field and out of sight, into the woods north of
the Carthage pike. Then re-forming, charged back again,
through the thickening masses of the enemy, who had
again formed on the street, returning to the first position
at the bridge.
While the Seventh was re-forming at the bridge, the
Fourth Kentucky, who were armed with Colt's repeating
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rifles, weie ordered to advance, mounted, at a walk, and
attempt to d i i \ f the dismounted enemy out of tlie couithouse and adjacent buildings on the west side of tlie
scjuare This they did, with the most commendable stead
iness. marching in column of fours, under a heavy fire, up
the street to tlie .sipuin\ then wheeling by fours left into
line, they dressed th»'ir ranks, and, by wortl of command,
with all the precision of an exhiliition drill, fired five volleys into the court-house, the buildings, and up the Nashvillt^ pike ; then, breaking by fours, from right to left,
marched out on a walk to the jiosition at the bridge from
wlience they had stai'ted !
By this time, the rifles of the First Kentucky were
heard si)eaking rajiidly in the south-western part of the
town, and ob.serving a movement of the enemy westward
from the Alexandria pike, the Seventh again charged
through and beyond the scpiare, cutting their mounted
foice into two parts, driving one into the north-west
and the other into the north-eastern part of the town ;
then, re-forming, returned to the square and held all the
streets leading to it. While the Seventh was holding the
square. Major Given, seeing a body of the enemy fonning
westward of the college, mistook them for the First Kentucky, which regiment not being uniformed, had considerable of the motley appearance of Morgan's men; and
riding up to their line, directed them to move beyontl the
Murfreesboi-o' pike, on the right of the Seventh. The
major was in full uniform, and the " J o h n n i e s , " leveling
their guns on him, invited him in.side their lines, and relieved him from further efforts to direct their movements,
taking charge of his sword and arms as well. A few
minutes after the major was thus taken in, (feneral Dumont likewise rode u p to the same force and gave a simi-
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lar order, when he, too, was relieved of command, and
placed within their ranks !
The battle was now raging furiously in the square,
along the Murfreesboro' street, in the north-western
quarter, and along the Nashville street, where the First
Kentucky had cut the enemy off from the Galatin pike,
and was gradually dislodging them from the buildings
around the Odd Fellows' Hall. The right of the Seventh
was all this time exposed to a heavy fire from the enemy
in their rear, at the college, as well as the whole line from
the direct fire in their front.
General Dumont had a rubber coat over his uniform,
and his identity was not discovered by the enemy, so that,
on their changing position toward the north-west, from
the college, in order to get a flanking fire on the Seventh,
hQ was able to make his escape, and joined the Seventh
in the square. Sending orders to the First Kentucky to
press the enemy vigorously, and to the Fourth Kentucky
to follow, he put himself at the head of the Seventh,
formed it in column of fours, and moved it, by the first
street south of the Alexandria pike, east, then north
across that pike to the college, beyond which, finding the
enemy gone, he moved east a short distance, then turning
up a street, north-west, met the whole rebel force in full
retreat on the Carthage pike.
He immediately ordered the Seventh to draw sabers and
charge into the rebel column. It was done with a will and
their line was cut in two. Leaving that portion of the
enemy, who were thus cut off, to be attended to by the
other forces, the Seventh Pennsylvania and Fourth Kentucky started in a wild, headlong pursuit of the portion fleeing toward Carthage. The battle up to this time
had lasted about two hours, and had been well and stubbornly fought by the enemy ; but now, with the victor-
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ions shouts of the Seventh ringing in their ears, and its
active sabei-s slashing in and through their rank.s, they
abandoned all pretense of a defense, and throwing away
tlieirarms, fled in wildest panic, without order, rear guard,
or formation, as fast as they could urge their hoi-ses
toward the Cumberland river at Carthage, twenty miles
distant. The Seventh followed witli equal rapidity and
vigor, mingling almost constantly in their ranks, and
taking jirisonei-s every mile for the whole distance. A
lar^^e pi-oi)oition of the rebels aliantloned their horses "on
the road and escaped, dismounted and unarmed, into the
woods and bushes which, atshf)rt distances,lined the road.
Many were killed, and, with the captured, .so reduced Morg.m s forces that he was only able to escape across the
river with seventeen men and twenty-two horses. He
was even compelled by C-ajitain Dartt to abandon five
men and twenty-five horses, among which was his own
favorite black mare, on the bank of the Cumberland.
He, however, succeeded in taking with him Major Given
and ten men of the Seventh, whom he captured.
The Seventh alone cajitured and turned into the hands
of the provost marshal one hundred and seventy prisoners, including one lieutenant colonel, three majors, ten
captains, and eight lieutenants. Seventy-seven of the
enemy were found dead within the limits of the town,
and buried by our forces. Some thirty others were found
alonir the Cai'thage pike at different points and left to be
buried by the citizens. Over four hundred horses and
equipments, besides nearly one thousand stand of arms,
including some good carbines, sevei-al repeating rifles, and
twenty Manyard breech-loading rifles, and many excellent
Colt's navy revolvers; with clothing, blankets, and overctiats in large quantities, fell into our hands. The enemy
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carried no colors, nor had he any baggage train, hence
these do not figure among our trophies.
The importance of this brilliant affair cannot be measured by the number of the enemy killed, wounded, and
captured; for, by it not only were the communications of
General Buell's army preserved from serious interruption
and perhaps complete destruction, and a large and picked
force of the enemy's cavalry annihilated; but a most serious threatened rising of all the rebel element in Middle
Tennessee was nipped in the bud; and, best of all, for
the Seventh, it learned thus early in the campaign the
superiority of its sabers over the fire-arms and unskillfully wielded sabers and cutlasses of the enemy It
never forgot the lesson, or that it was victorious in its
first fight.
The loss of the enemy cannot be accurately given.
We know of .one hundred and seven killed, and besides
the one hundred and seventy captured by the Seventh,
the Fourth Kentucky report having captured and turned
in'twenty-seven, and the First Kentucky received the surrender of one hundred and five in the northern part of
the town,—they being that portion cut off when the
Seventh charged the column. The number of wounded
cannot be stated, for hundreds escaped into the woods
and bushes. Jordan Stokes, of Lebanon, is authority
for the statement that more died from their wounds,
after they had escaped to the farm-houses round about,
than were captured in the fight. From all that is known,
it is safe to say, that Morgan's loss aggregated over five
hundred men killed, wounded, and captured. His force
wag entirely destroyed and scattered and his expedition
completely defeated.
Morgan's forces were: five companies of his regiment,
three hundred men ; First Mississippi, eight companies,
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four hundred ; Kentucky battalion, three companies,
one hundred and twenty men, and Second Tennessee,
two liundred aiul forty, a total of one thousand and sixty
picked men. Staff and escort, si.xty-five; aggregate,
one thousand one hundred and twenty-five
(leneral
Dumont's Ibices were : Fii-st Kentucky, six hundred and
twelve; Fourth Kentucky, four companies, one liundred
and forty-six ; Seventh Pennsylvania, four huntlred and
fifty-three. Total, one thousand three hundred and eleven.
Staff and escort, fifteen. Aggivgate, one thousand three
hundred and twenty-six. Dumont lost, in First Kentucky
cavalry, ten killetl; in Fourth Kentucky cavalry, seven
killed and thirteen wounded; in Seventh Pennsvlvania
cavalry, five killed, four wounded, and three captured.
Total, twenty-two killed, seventeen wounded, ami three
captured.
The killed in the Seventh Pennsylvania cavalry were :
Thomas McGrand, corporal company K; John Reilly,
sergeant company L ; A. Winkleleck, sergeant company
E ; Eli J. Verleck, private company C. The wounded reported by name were: James H. Howe, private, company
C ; Charles C. Greeno, second lieutenant company C ;
James G. Taylor, second lieutenant company K, and
Richard F Mosen, first lieutenant and adjutant.
The regiment was highly complimented by Genei'al
Dumont, and received honoi"able mention for " distinguished services" in general orders. Tlie following were
"honoi'ably mentioned"" for gallantrj"^ and good conduct:
Captain B. S. Dartt, comjiany C : Captain Charles C.
McCormick, company L ; Captain D. G. May, com]»any K ;
Lieutenant Charles C. Greeno, company C : Lieutenant J.
G. Yale, company K ; and Lieutenant William C. Garrett,
company II. and Seigeant Samuel Milmore, company L.
In the first charge up the street. Sergeant Samuel Mil-
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more, of company L, had his horse killed in the square,
when, lying down alongside the dead horse, he kept up
a continuous fire upon the enemy in the court-house, and,
after the return charge, finding three other men in like
manner dismounted, he got them together and fought
their way to the entrance to the '' spring, " in the northwest part of the square, when, taking position on the
steps of the cave-like opening, they held their position,
maintaining a constant firing all around until the final retreat of the enemy; being for almost two hours cut off
and in the very midst of the rebel forces. Although
their clothes were riddled with bullets, they did not receive any injury.
The spring mentioned in the foregoing paragraph is
one of nature's curiosities. It is in a cave directly under
the square, about twenty feet below the surface, and
covers about one acre. The water flows off through a
subterraneous passage in a northerly direction. It is
reached by a flight of steps down a natural opening in the
rock, and furnishes the main water-supply to the town.
While in the pursuit, about half a mile beyond the
residence of Jordan Stokes, Lieutenant Yale, in leading
a charge, saw an officer in a hand-to-hand conflict with
two rebels, a short distance to the right of the road. Noticing that the officer was wounded, he hastened to his
assistance, caught the blow of one, as it was descending
on the officer's head, and, with a right cut, unhorsed the
other, and received the surrender of both. He then discovered, much to his gratification, that he had rescued
Lieutenant Taylor, of the same company, who had received an ugly gash over the left eye, and was so blinded
by the flow of blood as to be unable to defend himself to
advantage. Lieutenant Yale was complimented on the
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field by his colonel and captain, and honorably mentioned in general orders.
Lieutenant Taylor had a colored man nametl Abe Parker, who, by the way, now resides in Carlisle, Pa., to attend to his horses, etc Tlie man was a good-natured fellow, but excessively fond of display in horsemanship. It
happened that the lieutenant was that night riding a
horse which he preferred for long marches, while Abe had
his favorite drill horse in charge as a " l e a d animal.""
When the chaige was ordered, the lieutenant had not time
to change, so was compelled to go into the fight leaving
his favorite in the rear.
Now Abt% during the halt, had p u t his own saddle on
the lieutenant's horse, and, with an old pair of spurs, was
riding him with all the pride of a rebel lieutenant general.
When the bugles sounded the charge, the horse, chafing
under foolish prickings from the darkey's spurs, and recognizing the call, took the bit between his teeth, and carried the affrighted Abe to the lieutenant's side, almost at
the head of the charging column. Poor Abe was a comical sight, as hatless, pale, almost to greenness, and with
staring eyeballs rolling from side to side at every hostile
volley, he tugged and pulled at the bridle reins, in the
vain effort to stop the headlong dash of his charger, at
one moment praying, at the top of his voice, "Oh ! Lor'
jes sabe dis pooh darkey foh jes dis one time,"' and, in
the next, swearing like a " W e s t - P o i n t e r " at the horse
for taking him into ' ' d e fite." His contortions, appearance, and language raised a .shout of laughter from one end
of the line to the other. Abe was into a fight! A situation he dreaded more than anythini; else in his life.
But his troubles were not yet over. In his strugtrles to
restrain the horse, he forgot he had spurs on, and commenced to strike his heels into the horse"s flanks. This
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roused the spirited animal to frenzy, and, in a maddened
run, he burst through the three companies of the rebels
on the street beyond the square, out into the open fields
north of town, through the line of dismounted men, out
on to the Carthage pike, and disappeared in the direction
of the Cumberland river!
Of course Taylor gave up the horse and man as lost, but
that evening, on our return, when about ten miles from
Lebanon, Abe and the horse, not much the worse for the
excursion, came out of a cedar thicket, and joined a detachment of the company ! It appears that, after running
several miles, Abe got the horse under control, and
thought of trying to get back, but concluded he would
feed first; so, entering the thicket, he " g o t " corn from a
plantation, and was about ready to start, when he heard
the rush of the fleeing rebels approaching. He got the
horse to lie down, and so remained, not a dozen yards
from the road, during the confusion of the retreat and our
pursuit. The next morning, Abe asked permission to
"resign," saying : " I ' s brave ; I's not 'fraid to be in a
fight, but, 'tenant, dat hoss of yours got all my brabery
into hisself yesterday, an' I ha'nt got none left! So I
reken I better 'sine !" And 'sine he did.

CHAPTER YII.
MAY 7, TO NOVEMBER \b
S c O r r i N O AND P i C K K T I N d — N K C L E Y S ADVANCE UN CnATTANoOOA—SwKfEJl'S
CoVK—FORREST CAPTURES MURFREKSBORO'—DC.MONT'S ADVANCE TO PIKKviLLK—CAPTAIN DAVIS CAPTI'RED—READVVILLK—FORREST'S DKMONSTRATKIN AGAINST NASHVILLE—STA.MPEPE OF C'D.MI'ANV K — N E L S O N ' S .VnvANiE
ON S P A R T A — C A P T I H K OF .MCMINNVII.I.K—MOVE.MINTS OF REBEL AND UNION
A R M I E S — B A T T L E OF GALATIN—(^)M.M^;NTs—BKAUG INVADES KENTUCKY—
BEAR WALLOW—PERUYVILLE —SIEOEOF NASUVILLE—BATTLEOF LAVERGNK.

N the 7tli of May, the Second battalion returned
to Nashville, and the Third to Murfreesboro'
On the 15th, companies C, D, E, and K, under
Captain Dartt, moved to Galatin, scouting the country to
the Cumberland river as far as Clarksville, companies C
and E moved thence on the 25th to Lebanon, where the
head-quarters of the battalion was established on the 25tli,
on which day, company K, under Lieutenant Yale, was
sent forward to Alexandria. These companies remained
at these points until about the 6th of J u l y
While Captain Dartt was at Lebanon, he sent Seigeant
Charles F Powell, of company C, and two men, of K,
disguised as citizens, inside the rebel lines at Sparta, as
spies. Tliey were detected while in Forrest's camj), tried
by a court-martial, and, as sx)ies, condemned to be shot I
They, however, escaped by a fortunate combination of
circumstances and their ready tact in taking advantage of
the opportunity offered.
The followinir is a brief narrative of their experience,
given nearly in the language of one of the men of K com])aiiy: "After we got outside of Lieutenant Yale's lines a t
(66)

Scouting and Picketing.

67

Alexandria, we agreed that we would pass ourselves off
as recruits from Kentucky, and Powell, who could imitate
the Southern drawl very well, and knew a good deal
about the people and country along the Big Sandy, was
to be spokesman, I was to play 'Dutchman,' and not
know much or talk. We traveled all night and got our
breakfast at a farm-house, where PoweU told his story
and inquired the way to Sparta. From the way the people
talked, I believed they were Union folks, but they gave
us our breakfast, and would not take any of tlie rebel
money we offered in payment; they told us, however, the
way to Sparta.
" We went on, and about 2 o'clock, came to the bridge
and passed right on into Forrest's camp. Powell met an
officer, and, first calling him 'Kurnel,' and finally, 'gennerel,' pretended to mistake him for Fortest, told him we
wanted to enlist ' to fit agin the Lincolnites,' and, in order
to play the green recruit the better, finally pulled out a
bottle, and offered to treat. The liquor was, of course,
confiscated, and we were taken into a camp and all enlisted in the rebel service. After this, we were allowed to
go pretty much where we pleased.
" The evening of the fifth day after we got there, Powell
told us, in a whisper, that Forrest was going to move on
some point along the railroad in a few days, and on his
way would sweep down on the detachment at Alexandria,
and that we must escape the next day So next morning
Powell got permission to go out on the Chattanooga road
for forage, and took us along. We started after company
drill, and after getting outside their pickets, struck across
the country and got on the Liberty road. We pushed on
until nearly 4 o' clock, and were just about intending to
hide until it got dark enough to pass through the country
across to Alexandria when we came suddenly upon a
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body of rebels, stationed api)ai'ently as an outpost, on the
Liberty road. ^Ve saw that it would not do to attempt
to pass them, so we went u p to them, jumped off our
horses, and said we had got lost, and wanted to go with
them back to camp; we thought, of course, they would
stay there all night, and we could slip off in the darkness.
" The rebs seemed grunip and would not talk much, and,
in a few moments, the lieutenant in charge ordered the
company to mount, and moved off towai'd Sjjarta, taking
us along. I got a chance to ask Powell if we hadn't
better take the risk of cutting sticks as fast as our horses
could run, but he said our horses were not fresh enough
for that, and he did not think we were suspected. I believed all the time we were caught, because the rebel
officer had not asked us for our pass, or any other questions ; but still hoped we might get into camp without
being p u t under arrest, and so have another chance to
escape ; but as soon as we got to camp, the officer took his
company to Forrest's head-quarters, ordered us to dismount, a guard came up, and we were placed in a shed
under guard.
" W e were soon after separated, and taken to different
parts of the camp. About midnight. I was taken to Forrest's head-quarters, into a room where several officers
were sitting around a table. I was told it was a court
martial, detailed to try us as spies I That the others had
confessed, and the best thing I could do Avas to make a
full statement of the whole thing. I i^rotested I was a
Dutchman, a boatman on the Big Sandy river, was last
on the boat 'Eliza Jane,' and did not know what they
wanted. If they asked me anything I could not answer,
I would not understand them. I was .soon taken out, and
learned after that I was the fii-st one examined. Powell
was brought in last, and, for awiiile, got along well
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enough. He was asked all about the country he pretendecl to l)e from, the names of the towns and tlie adjacent counties, and the i)eop]e he knew there, but was
finally confronted by three men whose family names he
had mentioned, and who declared they were from the very
<'ounty he claimed to be a resident of, that they did not
know him, and that he could not give coriectly the names
of the very families he claimed to be w(dl acquainted
with. They tripped him up badly, and heliecame sullen,
and refused to answer. In the course of the examination,
he forgot his Kentucky slang, and spoke in his ordinar>'
Northern dialect. His attention was called to this fact,
and he was taken out for further hearing. Bob Sechrist
played off the reckless dodge, refused to answer any
questions, said he enlisted to be shot, and didn't care wdien
or where.
' • They then sent men to us to pretend to be friends and
get ns to talk. I told them not to bother me, and pretended to go to sleep. Sechrist would not say anything,
but before morning they got Powell to tell the whole
tiling, Avho we were, what company and what regiment we
Itelonged to, and all about it. At 9 o'clock next morning we were all brought in togetlier. Pow^ell owned up,
and then we all did, and in about five minutes the court
found us guilty of being spies, and sentenced us to l)e
slir)t in a Aveek from that day
AYe wei'e put in a shed
in a field, and a strong guard placed over us. I heard
Forrest say that he Avould approve the sentence of the
court, liut if he caught Captain Dartt oi- Lieutenant Yale,
the officei's who sent the spies into his camp, he would get
us jiardoned and hang the ollicei's instead.
" T h e next day, J u l y 1 1 or 12, Koi'ivst and his c(mnnand
movt'd out of Sparta towai'd Libei'ly, leaving us under a
guard of about one hundred sick and dismounted men.
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Two days after, late at night, a considerable part of the
rebel force came back to camp and brought in a lot of ]»iisoners they had cai)ttired. Amongtliem were some of the
Third battaliim oi our legiment. The juisoneis were
under the charge of Colonel Starnes, who turned them
into the field in which the shed was where we were. The
guard around the shed, in the confusion, were remiss,
and soon our shed, being the only shelter, was filled
full of the prisoners. AYe saw our chance, and boiTowed
of one a pair of pants, of another a coat or cavalr,y jacket,
of others caps, boots, etc., until we got into pretty good
uniform. AY<' took the names of men of the regiment we
knew% got our hair cut short, and next morning mustered
witli the other prisoners ! The rebs tried their best to pick
us out from among the balance of the boys, but failed
entirely. They never recognized Sechrist or me, but had
Powell in a squad of about twenty whom they suspected.
I t happened that Powell was the first one called out, when
a large number of the boys came forward and declared
t h a t they knew him as a member of company G, that he
was captured at jMurfreesboro', and had been with them
all the time. So we all escaped, were paroled, sent to Annapolis, and, in due time, rejoined the regiment."
On the first of June, the First battalion, under Major
Wynkoop, led the advance of Negley's column in his demonstration against Chattanooga. The column marched
from Columbia via Shelbyville and Winchester, crossing
the Cumberland mountains northward of Bridgeport,
and, descending into Sweden's cove, approached Chattanooga from the north.
On descending into the cove, on the evening of the 0th,
the battalion of the Seventh ran suddenly on the Eighth
Texas cavalry, commanded liy Colonel John A. AVharton,
and Helm's Kentucky cavalry, commanded by Lieutenant
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Colonel Woodward. Being considerably in advance of
the infantry supports. Major Wynkoop, finding himself
in the presence of a largely superior force, determined, as
the best way to secure the safety of his command, to attack and rout the enemy. He, accordingly, late as it was,
ordered the bugles to sound the charge, and, drawing
sabers, dashed into the hostile ranks, routing them from
their camp and sending them in the wildest confusion down
the cove, .and pursuing them to the river, drove them
panic-stricken into Chattanooga. Seven of the enemy
were killed by the sabers of the Seventh, a large number—more than one half the rebel command—were
wounded, and twenty-nine captured. The wounded who
were unhorsed generally escaped by hiding in the darkness, in the thick undergrowth which lined the road.
Over two hundred stand of arms were picked up the next
day, which the enemy had thrown away in their flight.
One of the results flowing from this defeat of the enemy
is thus put by the Historian in '' Forrest, and his Cavalry, " page 161. In speaking of Helm's regiment, he says
" it had recently undergone a surprise and night attack
in the Sequatchie valley
*
*
*
*
disinclined to remain in the service, in their organization, in
a few days there only remained of it two companies ; " it
had before numbered ten companies and over eight hundred men! Thus it will be seen that the rebels lost on
this occasion over six hundred of their finest cavalry.
On the next day, Sunday, the 7th, General Negley advanced to the river bank in front of the town, and, after
demanding its surrender, without effect, opened fire, and
shelled the forts and city all day Had the steamboats
promised, been there, he could have occupied the place
and successfully held i t ; but being without the means to
cross the river, he was compelled to see train-load after
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train-load of re-inforcements enter the town from Knoxville and Corinth, and fully man the forts and defenses.
Anticipating a movement on his right flank the next day,
he that evening withdrew his command and returned to
Winchester, Major AVynkoop, with the battalion of the
Seventh, reaching Shelbyville on the lOth. The object of
this expedition, being to draw off the rebel forces from
Cumberland Gap, was fully accomplished. Major W y n koo]) and his cavalry were specially mentionetl. and highly commended for their gallant fight at Sweden's cove,
in the official reports of the expedition.
On the evening of the 17th of June, Lieutenant Colonel
Sipes, taking command of the Second and Third battalions, moved, on the morning of the 18th, at the head
of the column commanded by Brigadier General Dumont,
towards McMinnville. On the morning of the 19th, he
pushed forward and reached the top of the Cumberland
mountains, where he halted about midway on the tableland, and rested until about 4, A. M., of the 20th. Moving
forward at a good marching gait, he descended the mountain in the early dawn, arriving in the Sequatchie A^alley
about 8, A. M. After securing the roads in front and
flanks, he rested until about 10 o'clock for the infantry
and artillery to close up. General Dumont now directed
him to push forward with the cavalry, drive the enemy
out of Pikeville, and occupy the town.
About two miles in advance of our pickets, the advance
guard, company E, under Captain Sheaffer, met a reconnoitering party of the enemy—a battalion of the Eighth
Texas, under Major Starnes—and, drawing .sabers, charged
them at sight. Colonel Sipes quickly closed the column,
and followed at a gallop. Arriving within a mile of Pikeville, the remainder of the enemy's forie. Eighth Texas
and Second (reoigia, were met, drawn up in line of bat-
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tie. The enemy numbered about six hundred cavalry,
while the only Union force in sight was the two battalions
of the Seventh and two companies of the Fourth Kentucky, in all about five hundred troopers. Colonel Sipes
formed his command in column of platoons, and charged
the center of the rebel position with drawn sabers. After
firing a straggling volley, which did no damage, the rebels
broke in confusion, scattered in every direction, and were
pursued through the town, into Waldon' s ridge, and the
whole valley was, by 3, P. M., cleared of the rebel forces.
The infantry and artillery entered Pikeville about 5,
p. M. This was the first Union command which entered
East Tennessee, and the loyal people of that sorely oppressed region hailed its advent with every possible demonstration of joy and expression of gladness. General
Dumont was earnestly urged by the citizens to remain, at
least for one week, they declaring that a flill regiment of
of loyal Tennessee mountaineers would be raised in that
time for the Union cause, but finding that General Negley
was not in front of Chattanooga, as expected, and being
under orders to conform his movements to that column, he
reluctantly informed them of the impossibility of complying with their request. About two hundred of them thereupon determined to accompany the column on its return.
Seven gallant young men, Franklin Knight, John Knight,
William Monneyham, Alexander Simmons, James Simmons, William T. Simmons, and John Thomas, enlisted
that evening, June 20, in company K, Seventh Pennsylvania cavalry. They became excellent soldiers, served
faithfully with the company until December 20, when, by
orders from the War Department, they were transferred
to the Fourth Tennessee cavalry. They were prominent
citizens residing in the neighborhood of Pikeville, and the
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iH'st wishes of all their comrades in the old Seventh Pennsylvania attends them wherever they may be.
On the 24tli, the command withdrew from Pikeville
and it'turned to Murfreesl)oro', ria .McMinnville ; arriving
at .Murfreesboid" on the'JSth, having captured one hundred and forty-live of tiie enemy, without any loss.
On the morning of July'J, just before daylight, Cajitain
C. C. Davis, of company I, while on jiicket near Manchester, was suri)rised by Forrest, and, with nine of his
men, captured.
On tlie evening of J u l y 11, Lieutenant Yale, at Alexandria, received information that he would be attacked
that night by a large force under Forrest. Not feeling
wairanted in abandoning his position, he drew in his command and <)ccui)ied the second floor of the seminary building, and determined to await the attack. He was, howevei', saved the consequence of his folly by an order received at about 11, P. M., directing him to destroy all
heavy transportation and fall liack to Lebanon at once.
From Lebanon, the Second battalion retreated under like
peremptory orders, to Nashville, arriving at that jilace
about 2, p y\.
Lieutenant Yale's disposition of his command to meet
the expected attack was entirely wrong, and is attributable alone to his inexperience. Instead of dismounting
his men and attempting to hold the building as a fort, he
should have saddled up, moved out of the town after
dark, formed his men in line, and held his command to
horse, so that, if attacked by sui)erior numbers, he could
have fallen back fighting. Had he been attacked as he
disposed his command, the destruction or capture of himself and company was inevitable. The lesson was never
forgotten by him. nor was his defective prejiarations ever
made known even to his regimental officers.
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On the 13th of July, occurred at Murfreesboro' one of
those disasters to our arms to which our forces in the
early part of the war were everywhere subject; and, too,
generally caused by the careless over-confidence of fancied
security.
On the 7th of July, Forrest, with his brigade, consist
ing of the Eighth Texas, Second Georgia, and Colonel
Morrison's battalion, numbering, in all, about fourteen
hundred cavalry, moved from Chattanooga to Sparta.
He remained in the neighborhood of Sparta until the 11th,
when he moved to McMinnville, detaching Morrison's
battalion, four hundred strong, to attack and capture
Lieutenant Yale, with his company, at Alexandria. On
the afternoon of the 12th, Forrest moved rapidly from
McMinnville to Woodbury, where he arrived about 11,
p. M. He rested there until 1, A. M., of the 13th, when he
moved on Murfreesboro', eighteen miles distant. He
arrived at Murfreesboro' at daybreak, and without dis
turbing the pickets or creating the slightest alarm, closed
up his column; then moved to the attack on a rapid trot.
After running over the pickets on that road, he, when in
sight of the camp of our forces, sent a regiment to charge
the camp of the Ninth Michigan on the Liberty pike,
and near which was the camp of the Third battalion of
the Seventh. The charge of this regiment. Eighth Texas,
under Colonel Wharton, led them through the battalion
of the Seventh, many of whom were killed, wounded, and
captured in their tents. After passing through this camp,
Wharton rode through the camp of the Ninth Michigan
infantry in like manner, severely wounding and capturing
Colonel Duffield and a number of the regiment.
A short pause now occurred in the fighting, during
which the rebels, in an effort to recharge the camx) of the
Third battalion, ran into some picket ropes, and became
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dismounted and disorganized, and the officers and most
of the men of the Seventh had time to mount. The
Ninth Michigan also rallietl in the middle of their cami),
and, being joined by the men of the Seventh, after a
sharj) contest of over an hour, drove Wharton, wounded
and defeated, out of their camp and over to the McMinnville road.
Meanwliile, Forrest had led the main part of his force
directly into the town, surrounded the court-house, and,
after a brief contest, captured it with one company of the
N i n t h Michigan, which was there on provost duty. Forrest then gathered his command and assaulted the camp
of the Second Minnesota Infantry, in which about one
hundred men, not having time to join the main body,
had formed behind a barricade of wagons. He w^as three
times repulsed, with severe loss, by these brave men, fighting though they w ere without officers or organization;
but the fourth assault, led by Forrest in person, at the
head of his whole force, except the Eighth Texas, was
successful; and the entire band was either killed or
wounded. In this capture, Forrest could not refrain from
an exhibition of the blood-thirsty disposition and implacable hatred which ever characterized him ; particularly toward a negro. He refused quarter to these men, nor
ceased to kill and wound until all lay weltering in their
blood 1 A poor colored man, a non-combatant, servant
to Captain Garrett, had run, at the first alarm, over to the
camp of the infantry and hid in a wagon. After the barricade was captured and the butchery of the soldiers
finished, this man was found, dragged out and beaten
with gun and pistol butts, and finally shot by Forrest
with his own hand, in cold-blooded murder ; on the frivolous pretext that the negro had fired at him I
Colonel Lester, Second Minnesota, being now in com-
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mand of the forces not killed or captured, retreated to the
camp of the Fourth Kentucky battery; where he formed
line of battle on a ridge south of the Liberty pike, and
near the Manchester and Wartrace roads. His position
was a good one, and, though outnumbered, he had four
good pieces of artillery, and nearly one thousand effective infantry ; besides two hundred cavalry, who had dismounted and formed in his ranks ; he knew that within
twelve hours ample re-inforcements would rush to his
assistance.
Forrest made repeated demonstrations, and several
sharp attacks, all of which Were easily repulsed, until
after 1, p. M. , when, despairing of carrying the position,
he collected all the wagons and other captured property,
burned some quartermasters' and commissary stores,
marched the prisoners he had taken out toward McMinnville, and was preparing to withdraw, when, for the purpose of covering his retreat, he sent in a flag of truce,
demanding the immediate surrender of the whole force,
under the threat of its massacre, in the event of a refusal,
Wharton and his men, having now recovered from their
panic, returned and joined Forrest; these, coming in as
they did, on the McMinnville road, led Colonel Lester to
believe that the enemy was receiving re-inforcements.
Lester asked for and obtained an interview with Colonel
Duffield, who, wounded, was a prisoner at the time. In
passing to and from this interview, Lester was taken by
such a route as impressed him with the overwhelming
force of the enemy, and, in half an hour after, without
any further assault being made upon him, surrendered
the whole force.
In this surrender was included Major James J. Seibert,
commanding Third battalion ; Captain John M. Essington and Lieutenant Amos B. Rhoads, of company B ;
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Lieutenant Samuel C. Di.x<m and First Sergeant John C.
.M(('ay, company G ; Lieutenants William Kinsteine and
Charles 1). Brandt, comiiany M.
CaptainC.C. McCormick and Lieutenant Garrett, with
about seventy men, escaped to Nashville by leaving the
ranks wiien the surrender became evident. In the battalion eleven were killetl and ten captured; nearly all the
captured being wounded.
This was the first .serious blow our army received and
was exceedingly damaging to our a.scen(lency in Tennessee. It was a great step in the marvelous jjiogress of
Forrest, and served to elate the rebel element inside our
lines as no jirevious event had done. The immediate loss
was the capture of one thousand five hundred and sixtyfive officers and soldieis, two hundred teamsters, clerks,
&('., six hundred horses, .seventy of them being from the
battalion of the Seventh, forty wagons, five ambulances,
four pieces of splendid field artillery, twelve hundred
muskets and rifles, and thirty thousand suites of clothing.
The total loss to the Government was placed at over nine
hundred thousand dollars' worth of property, captured
or destroyed. I t had a demoralizing influence on the
Seventh, almost destroyed the organization of the Third
battalion, and for a time effaced the confidence infused
in the regiment by the affair at Lebanon. It was a bitter
blow, caused by the careless over-confidence of the officers
in command and the undecided humanitarianism of Colonel Lester in the act of final surrender.
The disaster was reported at Nashville on the night of
the 13th, and next morning Lieutenant Colonel Sipes,
with the Second, and so much of the Third battalion as
had escajietl, moved on Murfree.sboio". arriving there
about 1, I*. .M. That evening. General Nelson, with his
division, reached the place from the direction of Frank-
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lin. On the 16th, Colonel Sipes was ordered to Nashville ;
from which place he moved on the 20th, with three
hundred men of the Second and Third battalions, to
Lebanon. He reached Lebanon after a march of thirty
miles about 4, p. M., and, sending pickets out five miles
on each road, went into camp. About 8, p. M., Lieutenant
Vale, in charge of the picket on the Alexandria pike,
discovered the approach of the enemy, and learned from
a scout that there was a large force encamped two miles
beyond him at Spring Creek.
Colonel Sipes sent one of the Tennessee refugees, who
had accompanied the command from Pikeville, forward to
gain more definite information, who, returning about 10,
p. M., stated that Forrest was at Spring Creek, with
three thousand men and four pieces of artillery ; that he
was resting his command, with his horses saddled and
harnessed, and was evidently intending to dash into Lebanon at or before daylight. The colonel decided to withdraw immediately in the direction of Murfreesboro'
The picket guard that night was company K, and under
the charge of Captain Dartt. When the lieutenant joined
the column, after being withdrawn from the Alexandria
pike, he found but twenty-five of his men in place, and
that twenty were still on post on the different roads unrelieved. He obtained permission to remain and endeavor to gather in the missing men, and, going out on
the Nashville, Carthage, and Hartsville roads, brought
in those stationed on each. This required a ride, at a
gallop, in all of thirty miles. When he was passing
through the town from the Hartsville road, about 2, A. M.,
the rebels entered it from the Alexandria pike, their
bugles sounding the charge, and they yelling like demons.
It being now impossible to reach the picket on the old
Sparta road, consisting of Corporal Hugh Armstrong and
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five men of company K, they Avere cajitured by the enemy
the next moi'uing. The lieutenant moved toward Murfreesboro', and rejoined the column near that place at 7,
.\. .M., having ridden one horse, on a single feed, over one
hundred miles in less than twenty hours.
On the :21st, the regiment, except company K, was
ordered, by General Nelson, to scout the country on all
the roads leading out of Murfreesboro"
In this duty,
companies E and (', under Captain Sheaffer, had a sharp
skirmish with a squad of rebels near Readyville, in which
two men of company E were killed. Sheaffer drove the
enemy handsomely, but, as they scattered into the woods,
did not succeed in making any captures. He returaed to
Murfreesboro' the next day
Companies G, B, and L,
under Captain C. C. McCormick, moved out the Manchestei- jiike to near Beech Grove, where he met a force of
aliout one hundred and fifty irregulars or recruits. They
fired a few shots and scattered ; appearing again, in a
short time, as peaceful citizens, engaged in their ordinary
industry
Captain McCormick brought in fifty-four of
them, b u t they, declaring they were not enlisted soldiers,
were subsequently released on taking an oath of allegiance ; an obligation they valued about as highly as the
Southern rebels ever have regarded their word, their
honor, or any promise they have ever made to the National authority, *. e.. as not worthy a moment's conideration. Companies D and M. under Lieutenant News
comer, scouted out the I>'banon pike to Black's crossr o a d ; thence, by Stone's River pike, to near Ljivergne ;
thence, by Nashville pike, returned to Murfreesboro'.
meeting no enemy
At 11, p. M., on the -Jlst, Lieutenant Yale was ordered
by General Nelson to move on Lebanon, or. until striking the enemy in that direction, find out what force, if
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any, was at Lebanon, and report to that general the next
day on the Lebanon pike, '' and be sure your information
is correct," said the order.
Near Beard's Mill, about 2, A. M., he learned from a
citizen in the secret service of the Government that Forrest had been, on the 21st, in Lebanon with a force reported at four thousand cavalry and four pieces of artillery. Sending a courier to General Nelson with this information and a statement that the number of the enemy
was probably exaggerated, he moved on toward Lebanon,
intending to capture a picket or outpost; sending forward, for this purpose, a squad of eight men, under Lieutenant Wood, of company I. On nearing the toll-gate,
about two miles from town, a part of this advance party
dashed back through the column shouting, '' Run, Lieutenant—run, for God's sake, run, there are five hundred
rebels just behind us ! " The rapid passing of these men
caused a stampede in the ranks, and, in a second, the whole
company was rushing in wild confusion at full speed
towards Murfreesboro'; leaving the lieutenant and his
first sergeant dumfounded in the road !
Having an excellent horse, he started after, and overtaking, rallied them some five miles distant. He found
Lieutenant Wood had been thrown from his horse and
badly injured ; one of the men, McClintock, was thrown
forward on the pommel of his saddle and permanently injured; another, Jackson, rode his horse to death and
was, himself, permanently disabled; John Knight and
Simmons were thrown from their horses, took to
the woods and were captured ; another man rode to near
Black's cross-roads, where, finding the enemy uncomfortably near, he hid in a cornfield.
The lieutenant, after rallying the men, and indulging
in language not recognized in the "New Edition," in-
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formed them that he was going into U^banon, and moved
forward. Near the town, he found Seigeant Harlan and
the other man of the advance quietly waiting, and wondering at the unusual delay in the arrival of the column.
They had iu>t seen anything to scare them.
Forming his command so as to create the impression
that it was the advance giiai'd of a laigei- force, he moved
into the town just at daybreak. He soon learned that
Fori'est, with about twenty-live hundred men and four
pieces of artillery, had been there the day before, but
had moved towards Nashville in the afternoon and night,
and that a rear guard of two hundred still occupied
the seminary in the town. He then withdrew at a walk,
but was followed by the rebel scouts for a couple of miles.
On arriving near Beard's Mill, he deployed the company, fearing an ambush at the cross-roads. In the
woods near the mill, he ran on seven rebels, wiio were in
the act of hanging Knight and Simmons, two of his men
they had just captured. Knight was strung u p by the
neck and struggling, while a halter was around Simmons'
neck ! Two of the rebels were killed and the other five
captured. They were not, however, brought into camp,
as the guard placed over them reported them "lost"' " in
the woods ! ' ' Knight and Simmons Were natives of Tennessee, and had been enlisted at Pikeville about a month
before ; and the guard who " l o s t " the prisoners were the
seven men enlisted at Pikeville at the same time I
Forrest moved to the Hermitage, the burial place of the
immortal Jackson ; from which he demonstrated toward
the Nashville and Murfreesboro' railroad ; making at the
same time an attack on the pickets at Nashville. Being
repulsed, he moved down the railroad to Mill creek and
burned a small bridge. In consetpience of this movement. General Nelson marched toward Nashville on the
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21st, instead of towai'd Lebanon, as he had intended.
Forrest, after also destroying the bridge and station at
Antiot'h and cai)t iiriuii,- about one hundr(Ml infantry
guards, on the appioach of Nelson, drew olf, taJving tlie
Stone's Iviver ])ike, in the direction of Libeity ; this led
him across the Murfre<'sboro' and Nashville ])ike at
I^)lack's. In the meantime, the delachnientof the S(n('ntli
on the Lebanon })ike was marching toward Murfreesboro',
being on the chord of the (ircle descuibed by Forrest's
marcli.
.\riiving near Bhudv's, the lieutenant was informed
that a large force already occupied the cross-roads and
tliat his way to Murfreesboro' was barred ; he, however,
closed up his little band, and moving alongside the road,
so as not to raise a dust, succeeded in passing the crossroad ; actually moving between Forrest's advance guard
and main body Scarcely had he crossed the river near
by. when Forrest's column appeared at the cross-road;
feeling now safe and a little saucy, he opened fire on them
and engaged in a lively skirmish for about an hour, and
then moved on to Murfreesboro', where he arrived about
lo, p M. Forrest, under cover of a demand for the surrender of tile tow^n, moved on, and established himself at
McMinnville.
On the IJth of August, General Nelson marched, with
his division, six pieces of artillery, and the Second and
Third battalions of the Seventh Pennsylvania, under
Lieutenant Colonel Sipes, Avith tw^o cimqianies, Fourth
Kentucky cavalry, iindei- Captain Cliilsoni, to attack the
enemy at McMinnville Forrest being absent. Colonel
Hood, of the Second Georgia, commanded the rebel forces,
who, on the a])])roach of N<dson, retreated to near Spaita,
leavinu' an outjjost of tw<i hundred men at the former
place
('olr)nel Si[ies, commanding all the cavalry,
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reached the vicinity of McMinnville about 11, .\. M., of
the loth, being two hours in advance of the infantry
Halting about tliiee miles from the town, he sent forward two comiiaiiies. K and M, under Lieutenant \ ale. to
reconnoiter the ])lace. On rea(iiing a hill, one mile from
the town, the lieutenant learned that there were not more
than two or three hundred of the enemy in the place, and
sent a courier to Colonel Sipes with the infonnation and
the suggt^stion that, with two companies additional, the
place could be taken. In a few moments, Captain Chilsom, with two comjianies Fourth Kentucky cavalry, joined
him, and Captain Chilsom, taking command, formed in
column of fours, drew sabers, and ordered a charge. The
tow n was entered with a rush. The provost guard, of one
hundred and sixty-five dismounted men, who formed in
the center of the town and attempted to repel the attack,
were soon ovei'iiowered, ten killed, many wounded, and
the remainder captured.
After disposing of this force. Captain Chilsom re-formed
his command, and moved to the Sparta road. At the outskirts of the town, he met two companies of the Eighth
Texas, charged and routed them, capturing seventeen
men and twenty-four hoi*ses. Captain Chilsom then directed Lieutenant Yale to continue the jjursuit, with the
two companies of the Seventh, while he collected the prisoners and held the town. Advancing rapidly out the
Spaita road, the boys of the Seventh struck the rebel rear
about two miles from McMinnville, and drove it, at a
gallop, on the main body who were in full retreat. About
five miles out, the rebels met a battalion of the Eighth
Texas, advanciiur mjudly from Spaita. The meeting of
the two bodies, on a dusty, narrow load, the one moving
at a gallo]) and the other at a trot, j)roduced a confused
jam in the crowded way
Men and horses were over-
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thrown and trampled, while oaths, shrieks, and yells
filled the dusty air. In the height of this confusion, the
two companies of the Seventh burst upon them with their
vengeful sabers, hewing their way into the midst of the
struggling crowd. The rebels extricated themselves as
best they could, leaving at this point twenty-seven horses
and thirty-four men in the hands of our boys.
After sending the prisoners and captured horses back to
McMinnville, the lieutenant, with twenty-five men, continued the pursuit. About a mile and a half beyond, he
again struck their rear, and, in the conflict which ensued, the lieutenant had a personal rencontre with a captain of the Eighth Texas ; the rebel captain rushing
upon him with a heavy, double-edged cutlass or straight
sword. The lieutenant met the attack with his cavalry
saber, parried the blows, caught the weapon in the curve
and guard of his saber, and hurled it from the rebel's
grasp. In doing this, however, the point of the rebel's
sword entered the basket guard of the lieutenant's saber,
and, forcing open his grip, wounded him in the hand,
nearly severing the fourth finger.
The contest was resumed, the captain using a doublebarreled shot gun and the lieutenant his revolver. At
the lieutenant's third shot the captain fell from his horse,
jumped into a corn-field, and again fired two shots at the
lieutenant, wounding his horse in three places. A dead
rebel captain was the next day found in that corn-field
near the road. Whether the same one or not is not
known ; but the lieutenant brought in the captain's horse
and equipments, and the cutlass. He followed the retreating foe to their camp on the banks of the river, three
or four miles further on, and then returned to McMinnville about dark. The total loss was two horses killed
and three men and five horses wounded. The Fourth
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Kentucky lost three men killed and six wounded. The
cavalry alone were engaired in this affair and captured
two hundred and sixteen men, a large number of horses,
and three hundred stand of aims, and killed one officer
and twenty men of the enemy
On the next day. Colonel Siju-s, again taking the advance of General Nelson s c(,)lumn, moved on Sparta.
Slight skirmishing commenced about five miles from that
lilace, and continued until the advance rea(iied the Calfkiller river, where Forrest was found sti'ongly posted on
the Sparta side, holding the biidge, and covering the approaches and the only juacticable fords. General Nelson deployed, placed his guns in ixisition, and a noisy
contest begJin about .^), p. M., and lasted until night.
During the night, Forrest withdiew from our front and
disappeared in the mountains. The Seventh lost three
men captured. N e x t day the column moved back to
McMinnville, and on the 13th, Forrest having appeared at
Woodbury, threatening Murfreesboro', Genei'al Nelson
fell back to that place.
About this time. General Bragg changed his plan of
campaign from a forward movement on Nashville to an
advance into Kentucky, by the way of Cumberland Gap,
Lexington, and Richmond, Kentucky ; covering the movement by strong demonsti-ations of cavalry, under Forrest,
Wheeler, and Morgan ; and a strong column of infantry
and artillery, with which he moved in person to Sparta
on the 3rd of September. The two weeks from the ir)th
of August to the 1st of Sei)tember gave us but a bewildering succession of marches and counter-marches of the
various divisions of our a r m y ; and of rapid hostile
demonstrations, in almost every din-ction. liy the enemy's
cavalry
Forrest attacked Woods division at McMinnville, and was reimlsed ; moved fifty miles, and next dav
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attacked McCook at Altamont; near which he was met
by the First battalion under Major Wynkoop, and driven
off with loss. Two days after, Wheeler attacked a portion of Negley's division near Manchester, where the
First battalion was engaged defeating the rebel cavalry
and driving Wheeler back to Altamont, now occupied by
the rebels in force ; while Morgan, with about two thousand cavalry, on the 18th of August, captured Galatin,
broke the Louisville and Nashville railroad in that vicinity, and established himself at Hartsville.
Meanwhile, Kerby Smith and Breckenridge, with one
corps and a full division, having crossed the Cumberland
mountains and river, were advancing rapidly through Kentucky on Richmond and Glasgow. The danger in Kentucky being imminent. General Buell dispatched General
Nelson's division to Glasgow, and gradually gathered his
army into position covering Nashville ; the left at McMinnville, and the right on the Elk river, near Decherd's,
the whole facing eastward ; intending to advance and
give Bragg battle near Sparta.
To do this, it was necessary to clear his left of the menacing force at Hartsville, and, at the same time, re open
his line of supplies by the Louisville and Nashville railroad.
He accordingly organized a provisional brigade of cavalry, consisting of Second and Third battalions of Seventh
Pennsylvania, under Colonel Wynkobp, the Third Indiana cavalry, under Lieutenant Colonel Kline, and the
Fourth Kentucky, under Lieutenant Colonel G. C. Smith,
the brigade being commanded by Brigadier General
Richard Johnson; for the purpose of driving Morgan
from his position.
The brigade moved from Nashville on the night of August 17th, to Lebanon, where it arrived on the morning of
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the 18th. Information there led Johnson to believe that
Morgan was moving towiu-d Alexandria; he, therefore,
moved that day about fifteen miles in that direction;
when, taking a cross-road to tlie left, came out on the
Liberty and .Mitchelville road, where he encamped. The
r.tth was spent in scouting the country, constantly developing small scouting parties of the enemy
From jirisoners captured, it was learned that Morgan had not moved
from Hartsville.
O n ^ h e 20tli, Johnson moved northward, crossed the
Cumberland river at a ford ten miles from Carthage, and
reached Hartsville about 6, P. M., the advance of the
Tliird Indiana having skirmished constantfy, after crossing the river. It was there learned that Morgan had,
during the afternoon, moved in the direction of Galatin.
A t 4, A. M., of the 21st, the brigade moved on Galatin,
Seventh Pennsylvania cavalry in the advance. About 8,
A. M., the enemy's pickets were sharply driven in by
Captain May, and the main rebel force was developed,
formed in line at the junction of the Hartsville with the
Louisville and Nashville pikes. A line of battle was immediately formed by the Seventh, under Colonel W y n koop, and the rebels vigorously attacked. The column
not having been properly closed up, the Seventh, in this
position, had to bear the concentrated fire of the entire
rebel line, without support, for nearly two hours. The
Tliird Indiana cavalry arrived about 10 o'clock, and
formed on the right rear, while the Fourth Kentucky
formed on the left side of the pike, with its left slightly
advanced.
The firing became brisk, and continued for about an
hour, the Union skirmishers driving the rebels wiienever
they advanced, until we occupied the woods on both sides
of the Hartsville pike, almost to the junction. Colonel
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Wynkoop advanced his regiment to the fence on the edge
of the woods, on the right side of the road, and Lieutenant Colonel Smith pushed the Fourth Kentucky on the
left slightly beyond the line of the Seventh, while the
Third Indiana was moved to the right and front into a
ravine, reaching almost to the Louisville and Nashville
pike. Wynkoop now directed Lieutenants Greeno and
Yale to charge with the saber directly in the junction of
the roads. The movement was commenced, when it was
arrested by a peremptory order, from General Johnson to
Colonel Wynkoop, to fall back to the fence, in rear of his
first position ; the Fourth Kentucky, in like manner,
being drawn back to the new line.
At the moment this retrograde movement was ordered
by the general, the whole rebel force in front of the
Seventh and Fourth Kentucky were falling back on and
into the town in disorder, while the force stationed at our
right was mounting and moving off with every exhibition
of panic, along the Louisville pike, under a galling fire
from the Third Indiana. It may be that this latter movement was, as the general supposed it to be, an effort to
gain our right rear, but, to the entire command, it appeared a flight. It is certain that our falling back stopped
the movement at that time, and a lull of nearly half an
hour ensued.
This order to fall back was received by the men with surprise and general indignation. The feeling was pretty forcibly voiced by Bugler Will Shettle, of company K, who,
being near Lieutenant Greeno when the aid delivered it,
turned to the latter and blurted o u t : "Captain, this is a
h—I of a way to do ; follow Morgan two weeks all over
the country, only to run away from him!" At that
moment a rebel bullet came singing by, cut the latchet of
Shettle's cap, which he had brought under his chin, half
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off, and (iiiitped a jtiece off the top of his right ear, had
the effect of making the si)unky little bugler madder yet.
The boy was only abtmt fifteen years old, and was a privileged character, so he indulged in his growi without rebuke, both ofiiceis ami men feeling about as he put it.
The rebels were now phiinly seen re-forming their lines,
and resumini,^ theii- })ositions, fromwiiich they advanced,
about noon, on our .sec<md line. Oflicers and men, now
with oui' voice, besought tlu' general to give the order for
a .saber charge along the wlioh^ line, but, in.stead, he dire<ted the Fourth Kentucky to move to the right and form
a line of dismounted men ; held the Third Indiana in line,
mounted ; and, breaking u p the Seventh Pennsylvania,
.sent the companies, detached, in little lines to the front
and left, in different i)aits of the field. In one of these
detached movements. Captain Dartt, with his and company K, moved directly on the center of the rebel left, on
the Louisville pike. The companies were pretty badly
raked, but would have broken the opposing ranks, when,
just before reaching effective striking distance, the shai-p
blasts of the general's bugle sounded the recall! At
another phase of the fight, the general ordered the Seventh
Pennsylvania and Third Indiana to dismount, and leading their horses, to advance and engage the enemy with
their revolvers! The movement was attempted, but failed,
as its folly demanded it should.
This faltering fighting emboldened the rebels, who,
about half past one o'clock, moved two regiments rapidly
around our right, threatening to take us in the rear. Even
at this staire, a viuorous attack by General Johnson, with
his whole force, either on the i)osition at the Louisville
pike, or directly in the front on Galatin, would undoubtedly have given us the victory, and routed the enemy This
was pointed out and uiged up(m him by Colonel W v n -
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koop. He, however, insisted that the flanking force would
strike his rear before he could rout the enemy in front,
although the former was over a mile away, while our lines
were within half a mile of the latter, and peremptorily ordered a retreat. In falling back, our wounded, dead, and
most of our dismounted men were abandoned and captured.
He fell back two miles under a heavy direct and flanking fire, and, being sharply .pursued, formed another line
on a range of hills, about half a mile from the toll-gate.
In this retreat. Lieutenant N A. Wynkoop, the only son
of the colonel, adjutant of Second battalion, and at the
time, aid-de-camp to General Johnson, was killed instantly, being shot through the head; and his body left in
the road. At this third position, the same tactics and
kind of fighting which had so successfully driven us from
the first and second were repeated, with like result, except that the contest lasted only about an hour, when,
being pressed in front and flanked on the right, Johnson
again ordered a retreat, and fell back until opposite the
Carthage ford of the Cumberland river.
The rebels moved up promptly and assailed this last position about 5.30, p. M. In a few moments, Duke's brigade
was thrown around our left, and seized the hills, covering
the ford in our rear. General Johnson now sounded a
parley, and asked for terms of surrender. Before the flag
was sent, however. Colonel Wynkoop and Lieutenant Colonel Kline, ascertaining from Johnson his intention, drew
their regiments together, and formed facing rearward,
opposite the left of Duke's brigade, and, when the terms
of surrender were agreed upon, tersely, and in writing,
notified both General Johnson and Morgan that they
would not surrender, and were not to be included. Johnson insisted on his right to, and that he had surrendered
the whole force, whereupon Wynkoop and Kline drew
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sabers, ordered the bugles to sound the charge, and dashed
upon Duke's brigjule, scattering the rebels like chaff before them, and literally cut their way out. They <'ros.sed
the river with but the loss of two additional men, marched
to Ijebanon that night, and next day arrived in Nashville.
In this disastrous affaii-, the regiment lost one officer
and five men killed ; one officer and sixteen men wounded,
and one offiier and seventeen men captured, the cajitured
being those wounded. For list see apjiendix.
Nicholas A. W y n k o o p , first lieutenant and adjutant,
was killed.
Joseph G. Yale, first lieutenant company K, wounded
and captured.
General Morgan, in a few days, sent, under a flag of
truce, a formal demand on General Buell, that Colonel
AYynkoop and Colonel Kline, with their respective regiments, having been surrendered by General Johnson,
should be delivered up to him. In this demand. General
Johnson acquiesced, to the extent of declaring that he
had so surrendered his whole force, including these two
regiments. The demand was curtly refused, with the remark that the best evidence in the world that these regiments were not prisoners of war in his, Morgan s, hands,
was that they were then, with all their arms, doing full
duty
'' You must catch your hare before you skin him.''
The author, however, has failed to find any special mention or official commendation of the gallantry of these
officers and men issued in recognition of their almost unexampled heroism I It may be that the foi-mal dis(ij)line
of West Point and the traditionary regulations of the
rules of war required the e.\i)loit to be passed over, as it
was. in silence ; but the average patriot will be even today a little puzzled to account for it. Morgan rejiorted,
in his list of captures, the colonels, officers, and men of
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these regiments, and the question of their exchange entered as a complication in the exchange of prisoners of
war by the rebel authorities.
Of the conduct and tactical ability shown by General
Richard Johnson, it is hard to speak. He was certainly
brave, and showed an entire absence of a sense of personal danger; being calm to the verge of apathy He
was under the hottest fire all the time. He may have
been a good infantry general, but certainly was utterly
incompetent as a commander of cavalry There was published, in 1861, in Harpef s Weekly, a cartoon, representing a Union general in the battle of Big Bethel; in which
the general is sitting on his horse in the midst of exploding shells and.the falling ranks of his men ; calmly holding an open book marked "Army Tactics," before him ;
and is made to say, " Let me see, what is next ? Ah, yes—the next thing is to retreat!'' This cartoon of the Harpers
was vividly recalled to the mind of the author when seeing Brigadier General Richard Johnson on the battle-field
of Galatin; and he still thinks that, with the exception
of the open book in hand, it was a fair portrait of him.
The Union forces in this engagement were the Fourth
Kentucky, eight hundred and forty-six officers and men;
Third Indiana, four hundred and seventy-six; Seventh
Pennsylvania, three hundred and twenty-five, a total of
one thousand six hundred and forty-seven officers and
men. About three hundred of these were cooks, teamsters,
and men dismounted on the march, leaving the effectives
one thousand three hundred and forty-seven. Morgan
had present on the field. Duke's brigade, nine hundred
effectives ; his owm old regiment, four hundred and eighty ;
and two regiments of recruits, of three hundred and twenty
each, making a total of two thousand and twenty. But
the recruits were generally without arms, and, as he fought
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ill the first stages of the battle dismounted, one f(nirtli of
his effective force must be deducted as hoi-se-holders ;
hence, he could not have had more than one thousand two
hundred effectives in the action. Of these, he lost sixty
eight killed. And the author was informed by Majof Dick
iMc(/ann, while a prisoner, that their severely wounded
was over one hundred.
l l i e wounded were placed in the houses of the citizens
of txalatin, and well taken care of. The author, was taken
to the house of a jirominent citizen, carefully nursed and
treated with as much consideration as could have been
shown had he been a near relative. This generous man
and his estimable lady housed, fed, and cared for two of
tli(^ I'nion and two of the rebel wounded for more than
two weeks ; then, when he was able to be moved, hauled
the writer nearly fifteen miles in his carriage to our
nearest outpost, in the direction of Nashville ; andw^ould
not accept a dollar of compensation. While the author
has never seen or heard of this man since, the memory of
his kindness and that of his family forms one of the most
lasting and pleasant recollections of his life.
The same generous treatment Avas extended by scores of
other citizens of Galatin. Their action in opening their
houses to the sick and wounded strangers was entirely
voluntary, all the wounded being taken in on invitation.
Each citizen seemed to vie with the other in awarding to
Union and rebel alike the kindest of treatment.
The dead were carefully collected and decently buried,
except the body of Lieutenant AYyukooji, which was conveyed, under a flag of truce, to Na.shville, and subsequently buried in Pottsville, Pennsylvania.
The author was paroled by Major Dick McCann in
Morgan's and Bragg's name, and reached Nashville on
the 5th of September.

Ciinijian/n in Ixcniiicky.
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Tile increasing [u'essureof the i-ebe!s in Kentucky, (Jeiieral Nelson ha\ing been defeated at Le.xiiiutou and Kichmoiid, \vith the inq)(M'ative necessity of opeinng up and
holding the Louis\ille and Nashville lailroad, caused
General Luell to concentrate his army along the line of
the road from Bowling Green to Nashville, and, on the
capture of Munfordsville, Kentucky, to march in haste to
the relief of Louis\ ilie.
The First battalion of the Se\-enth, under Major Wynkoopi, was ordered to acconq)aiiy the a r m y ; moving on
its right tiank to Louisville, when, taking the advance,
it moved in pursuit of Bragg ; wiio, having declined battle, retreated from Bardstow^n, and Avas now on a grand
foraaina,' excursion southward tlii'oui»:li the State.
During the movement of the army to Louisville, the
battalion had but little to do, except guard the flank, and
moved rapidly from point to point, ex(dianging occasional
sliots with the enemy At Bears' AYallow, however, on
the 2()tli of September, company D had a brisk skirniish,
driving the rebels from the field ; it lost two men killed.
Taking the advance of the army, the battalion followed
the line of the eneniv' s retreat until the evening of the
7th of October. In approaching Perryville, it develo]:)ed
the rel»els in considerable force. Advancing on the 8th,
it soon became sharply engaged, and demonstrated that
Bragg Avas in position, determined to fight for the safe
passau'e of his immense trains over the Cumberland river
and mountains. In opening the battle, the battalion lost
two men killed, two wounded, and four captured.
The ])attle of Perryville was inde(isiv(^ of ivsidts, for, altliouuh Braug retreated and left our army in i»ossession of
tlK- field, \-ft his object ill covering the retreat of his ti-ains
was acconqilished ; and the ])ursuit beyond Perryville was
as fHH])le as the advance to that point had been cautious.
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(reiieral Buell soon moved his ai'niy to Bowiing (^rcen
and its vicinity, where he was relieved of the command,
and Major General ANilliam S. Rosecrans appointed to
succeed him. Rqseci-ans moved forward, repairing the
railroad as he advanced, and reached Na>hville on the
loth of November
Here, on the l.")th, the battalions
weie re-united for the first time since April, and Colonel
Wynkooj) being absent sick, the command devolved on
Lieutenant Colonel Sipes.
W h e n the army marched into Kentucky, Brigadier
General .L S. Negley, with two effective regiments of infantry and the Second and Third battalions of the Seventh
Pennsylvania cavalry, one regiment of Tennessee cavalry, two batteries of artillery, and about four thousand
si(iv of all commands, w as left to hold Nashville.
On the night of the 6th of October, General Palmer,
under orders of Negley, moved, Avith two tliou.sand infantry, four jiieces of artillery, and the two battalions of
the Seventh Pennsylvania cavalry, on Lavergne, A\iiere
Brigadier (Tcneral Ander.son, with one thousand seven
hundred effective rebel infantry, three regiments of cavalry, and four guns, was posted. Arriving near Lavergne,
Palmer, early on the morning of the 7tli, formed line and
made the attack, directing Captain D. G. May, commanding the Seventh Pennsylvania, to move rapidly to
the right, sAveep around to the rebel left, and gain their
rear. This movement May executed Avitli rapidity and
such success that almost at the moment the first .shots
Avere exchanged in front, he and his troopers entered
the camp of the astonished rebels, furiously assailed their
reseives. charged and captured their battery, and caused
the entire lebel foice to retreat in the Avildest confusion.
Tlie Seventh caiitured Lieutenant Colonel ^faul•y, of the
Third .Mabama, and one hundred and seveiitv-tive officer
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and men, besides killing and wounding over one hundred
of the enemy.
In the campaigns of Forrest and his cavalry, the historian, speaking of this rout, says:
" The way thither Murfreesboro' was swarming with fugitives, very
few of whom had arms in their hands ; many were riding barebacked, and
very many were shoeless and without any other clothing than that in. which
they had slept."

Gathering together the arms, camp equipage, clothing,
etc.. General Palmer, having no means of transporting
anything except the captured guns and forage, burned
and destroyed the whole, and returned to Nashville, with
the loss, to the Seventh Pennsylvania, of three men killed
and ten wounded.
On the 6th of November, Forrest moved to attack Nashville, with three thousand five hundred cavalry. Freeman's battery, and Harrison's division of infantry, numbering three thousand, the whole rebel force approximating eight thousand men. Determined assaults were made
all day on the outworks, but were everywhere repulsed,
except on the Murfreesboro' pike, where, at one time,
Forrest succeeded in capturing a portion of the out-lying
rifle-pits, near the Asylum. He was, however, promptly
met by a charge from the Seventh Pennsylvania, led by
Captain Sheaffer, and, after a spirited conflict, driven outside the works. In this affair, company C had two men
captured, and company E five wounded. The repulse of
the rebels was complete, they retiring from the conflict at
dark, leaving their dead and wounded on the field, and
retreated, during the night, to Murfreesboro'
This affair closed the operations of the Seventh Penn
sylvania cavalry as an independent detachment, and
brings its history down to the period of its association
with the commands of the brigade.
7

CHAPTER V m .
THE FOURTH MICHIGAN CAVALRY
(lltl! VNIZATION — A H U I V . U , AT LolL-^N I l.l.l:, K K N T C C K V — P l U . < I I T OF B R A O O
HATTLE

UK SlANKdltll, K K N T I C K V

pKKKAT

OF

MolKlAN

AT

LKHANIIS —

C A I ' T U R K O F ("AI'TAIN .VisEKr. — B A T T L E D F F R A N K L I N . 'I'KSNK.-i.^EK.

.Micinu'iin. tliy ,'<ons w e r e Iiiavc a n d t r u e .
P i D i n p t in It s])on.<c l o F r c i ' d o m ' s holy cau.se.
E a c h of t h y tliou.saiid.s s \ \ o r e t o d a r i ' a n d d o ,
Thouj^'-h in t h e d o i n ^ he s h o i d d n o b l y fall.

]H1S, the most distinguished of all the noted regiments from the peninsula State, Avas organized
at Detroit, on the 29th of July, 1862 ; and Avas
composed of companies recruited in Aarious parts of the
State. It Avas mustered into the service of the United
States on the 29th of August, with the maximum of
numlxns, and left the State on the 26th of September,
one thousand tAvo hundred and thirty-three strong, fully
armed, mounted, and equipped , the destination being
Louisville, Kentucky.
ORGAXIZATIOX.

Robert H. G. Minty, of
Detroit, and late lieutenant colonel of Third Michigan
cavalry ; Lieutenant Colonel Josiah B. Park, of Ovid ;
Major William H. Dickinson, of Grand R a p i d s ; Major
Horace Gray of Grasse Isle ; Major and Surgeon George
W Fish, of F l i n t ; Assistant Surgecm .John H. Bacon, of
Lansing; Adjutant Joseph W Hust(m, of PaAv P a w ;
Quartermaster Walter C. Arthur, of Detroit; Commissary EdAvard H. Porter, of Kalamazoo.
Company A.—CnpUxm Allen (r Wells, of Wellsville ;
F I E L D .VXD STAFF.—Colonel
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First Lieutenant Beckford P Hutchinson, Utica ; Second
Lieutenant George F Corbin, Granville.
Company B.—Captain Frank W Mix, Allegan; First
Lieutenant Chauncey F Sheppard ; Second Lieutenant
Julius M. Carter, Ovid.
Company C.—Captain Thaddeus W Melchor, Paw
Paw ; First Lieutenant Robert Burns, Lafayette ; Second
Lieutenant George W Lawton, Antwerp
Company D.—Captain N. John McFarland, Plymouth ;
First Lieutenant Wesley A. Green, Detroit; Second Lieutenant Thomas J. Sheers, Nankin.
Company E.—Captain Joseph B. Tolton, Manchester;
First Lieutenant Jonah W Mann, Owosso : Second Lieutenant Edward L. Tucker, Macon.
Company F. —Captain Richard R. Robbins, Adrian;
First Lieutenant Walter B. Anderson, Adrian; Second
Lieutenant Tunis W Henion, Adrian.
Company G. —Captain Barber N Sheldon, Quincy ;
First Lieutenant Daniel Duesler, Quincy; Second Lieutenant Henry D. Fields, Bronson.
Company H.—Captain Alfred Abeel, Dearborn ; First
Lieutenant Frank Burr, Grand Rapids; Second Lieutenant Authur Wood, Grand Rapids.
Company I. —Captain Horace D. Grant, Jackson ; First
Lieutenant Henry A. Stetson, Jackson ; Second Lieutenant William W Yan Antwerp, Jackson.
Company K.—CaptainW H. Smith, of Lapeer; First
Lieutenant L. Briggs Eldridge, of Lapeer; Second Lieutenant Daniel West, Attica.
Company L.—Captain Benjamin D. Pritchard, Allegan;
First Lieutenant Isaac Lamoreaux, Manlius; Second Lieutenant Thomas J. Parker, Allegan.
Company M.—Captain Emory M. Plimpton, Niles:
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Pii'st Lieutenant Hiram F Beals, DoAvagiac ; Second Lieutenant Aaron Rowe, Niles.
Ari'i\ ing at Louisville, Kentucky, too late to jiarticipate actively in the Perryville cami)aign, it, nevertheless,
was immediately ordered to take the field ; and, on the
10th of October, led the advance on Stanford, Kentucky ;
Avliere Morgan was posted Avith twenty-five hundred men
and two pieces of artillery
On ajiproaching the town. Colonel Minty. after driving
in the enemy's pickets by a vigorous advance, finding
the whole rebel force drawn up to receive him, immediately deployed his regiment, throAving a battalion inline,
on each side of the pike, and holding the other in column
of fours, on the roatl ; and, by a vigorous advance, after
a short and brilliant engagement, routed the entire force
of the enemy ; driving him in confusion as far as Crab
Orchard ; killing a lieutenant colonel, and capturing a
major and eleven enlisted men.
Morgan, being t h u s for a time rendered harmless, Minty
marched the regiment via Springfield to MunfordsAille;
there joining the cavalry division of the Ai-my of the
Cumberland.
In this march from Louisville to Munfordsville, by
way of Stanford, Crabb Orchard, and Springfield, Avhile
its casualties in battle were few, yet it suffered the usual
fate of raw cavalry in the breaking down of a large number of its horses ; and having a very heavy sick list ; so
that, on the first of November, Avhen it moved with the
army tOAvard Nashville, it numbered but fiA-e hundred
and forty-three. Marching by way of BoAvling Green,
South Union, Springfield. Kentucky, and Mitchelville,
Tennessee, it. on the 8tli of November, rejioited to Major
General Crittenden, at (Talatin, Tennessee.
On the morning of the '.tth, the regiment crossed the
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Cuml)er]aiid river; and, soon after, met and drove in
Morgan s pickets ; pressing the eiK^iiy steadily, it leached
Lebanon, Tennessee, early in the day ; Aviiere Moigan,
Avith seven liundred and fifty IIK'U, and two pieces of artillery, Avas posted. Without further delay than Avas necessai'v to close up liis column, Minty dashed on the
enemy, captured the town, scattering tlie rebels in every
direction ; capturing a large number of mules, and all his
commissary stores and extra clothing. Gathering the
captured property carefully together, he rejoined General Crittenden, at Silver Springs, without loss. From
this time until the 19th, it was actively engaged in picketing and scouting the country in front of Crittenden's
position at Silver Springs.
During this time, the army lay in line of battle from
Mitchelville, Galatin, and Silver Springs, with open communications to Nashville; anticipating an attack, or
ready to deliver one should Bragg attempt to interpose
his army between us and Nashville. Major General
Rosecrans, being now in command of the army, moved by
the right flank into Nashville on the 19th; the Fourth
Michigan cavalry forming the advance of the Fourteenth
brigade from Round Hill to Stewart's Ferry
The regiment here halted, and continued on scouting d u t y on the
south side of the Cumberland river until the 28th, when
it reported to Major General Stanley, chief of cavalry ;
and, by his orders, marched to Camp Rosecrans, near
Nasliville. During tlie months of October and Novembei-, it had lost three men wounded.
AT 7 o'(dock, on the morning of December 2, Colonel
Minty, AAith three hundred and two officers and men,
moved from Camp Rosecrans, on a ivconnoissance in the
direction of Franklin. W h e n about eight miles from
Nashville, he encountered tln^ enemy's pickets ; driving
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them back on both the Wilson creek and Franklin pike
to their lescrves, posted at '• Hollow 'i'ree (iap. " a iitrong
jxisition c(i\ering both roads. By a i-ajiid dash, he dislodged them therefiom, and pusiied on to within a mile t>f
Franklin, Avhei-e, flnding tliata large force was posted, he
returned to cami) without any loss.
On the morning of the 4th, (General I). S. Stanley,
chief of ca\alrv. took jiersonal command of a cavalry exjiedition against the enemy, moving first out the Nolinsville i)ike tow;ii'd Triune. .Minty, Avitli the Fourth Michigan, struck the rebels on the Wilson ( r e e k pike, about
tAvelve mih\s out, and drove them in the direction of, and
to Avithin four or fivt^ miles of. Triune. The Seventh
Pennsylvania c:ivalry, having also dev(doi^ed the enemy
and driven them in on the Nolinsvill<» pike, uncovered a
force of tAvo divisions of infantiy, supported by artillery,
under (renerals Buckner and Hardee, at that place. Stanley's contract, not embracing in its terms the defeat of the
Avhole rebel army that day, he withdreAv three miles, and
halted at the crossing of tlie Franklin and Murfreesboro'
road; the horses remaining saddled. Before daylight, he
moved on Franklin, airiving in front of that place about
7, A. M. He found the rebels, one thousand three hundred strong, posted along the Harpath liver, and under
cover. Colonel Minty Avas directed to attack dismounted,
Avhile the Seventh Pennsylvania Avere held, mounted, in
column, on the pike. Dashing across the river, at a shalloAv ford, Avliere the bridge had been destroyed. Minty
brought the lepeating rifles of the Fourth Michigan to
play ujion their ranks, and (juickly succeded in dislodging
their force. ca])turing their entiie skiiniish line, driving
them from the toAvn, and jmrsuing them three miles,
keeping all the time in advance of the mounted foice
Minty, Avitli the Fourth Michioan, killed oin' captain and
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liv(^ men, and wounded si.v of the r(>bels, besides capt iiri n g two ollicers a n d seventeen men, and a stand of colors.
The co mma nd then occii])ie(l tin' lovvn, d e s t r o y e d a
large ([uantity of lloiii' aiiil othei- stores. The F o u r t h
^lichiunn, Avhile m u c h exposed to the rebel lir(^, siill'«'red
no casualties, a n d r e t u r n e d to cainp at N a s h v i l l e t h a t
night. \\\ t h e a c c o u n t given in t h e Aiuial.s <>f (Jtc CiniiherlaiKl, of t h e captur«^ of F r a n k l i n , is found t h e following notice of t h e r e g i m e n t :
''Company I, Fourth Michig'an cavaliy (lismountiiiL;', took po.sition near
the bri(li;e and opened fire on the mill; tlie remainder of the ri'uinient,
dismounted, under cover of the rising,' ground on which the Seventh
Pennsylvania cavalry were formed, and advanced at a double quick, jiassed
the position of the Seventh Pennsylvania, waded across the river and
ilrove the enemy from the t o w n ; COIOIK;! Minty was tlie first man ai.'ross
and took a rebel ollicer prisoner. The Fourth Michigan had pass(.'d
tlirough tlie town and were following the enemy out the Columbia and
Carter Creek pikes, before the mounted men crossed tlie river. The
enemy left one captain and four men killed and ten severely wounded in
the town, while twenty prisoners were captured."

On t h e 15th, C a p t a i n Alieel, Avitli a p i c k e t detail of forty
men, s t a t i o n e d on t h e Mui'freesboro' p i k e , was a p p r o a c h e d
l>y a flag of t r u c e ; and, Avhile in n e g o t i a t i o n Avith t h e officer
a c c o m p a n y i n g it, Avas c a p t u r e d w i t h his e n t i r e c o m m a n d .
The c i r c u m s t a n c e s of t h i s c a p t u r e were rigidly investigated, a t t h e r e q u e s t of Colonel M i n t y , b y a commission
a p p o i n t e d b y General Stanley, a n d found to be a most Avtint o n viohition of a flag of t r u c e . For, Avliile t h e p a i t y
m a k i n g t h e ctipiture belonged to a different c o m n u m d t h a n
t h a t of t h e officer b e a r i n g t h e flag, " t h e fact t h a t t h e y
sjiranu' from a m b u s h a n d s u r r o u n d e d t h e ])icket, immedia t e l y on t h e officer dechiring t h e conference ended, a n d
before t h e flag Avithdi'ew, is sufficient to Avamint t h e conclusion t h a t t h e r e AV;IS collusion betwiM'U \\\9 ollicer beariniz- t h e flag a n d th<' p a r t y n i a k i n g t h e cajitiire "
()ii t h e 20th, t h e reoimeiit w ;is enoanvd al Laurel Hill
w i t h o u t special results.
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On the 21st, Captain Mix, Avith fifty men, moved on a
scout, on the Wilson creek pike ; for the general purpose
of securing infoi-mation. Alxuit four miles out he fell in
Avitli a foraging train undei- charge of a Colonel Stanley,
Avith two regiments of Kentucky infantry, a .section of artillery, and thirty men belonging to the P\)urth Kentucky
cavalry
The Colonel informed Captain Mix that the
enemy had attacked the cavalry, and directed him to join
them, assume command, and act according to his judgment.
He found the rebels strongly posted behind a stone fence ;
and, dismounting his men, attempted to dislodge them.
Failing in this, he withdreAv, remounted, and charged. The
rebels, after firing tAvo heavy volleys, beat a precipitate ret r e a t ; leaving seven killed and ten captured. In this affair.
Sergeant Mclntire, of company B, Avas wounded. Captain
Mix received a complimentary note from General Stanley,
Avho characterized the affair as a "gallant charge."
Major General Stanley, chief of cavalry, now re-organized the cavalry ; forming it into IAVO divisions, of tAvo
brigades each. The Fourth Michigan became a part of
the First brigade, Second division, Avitli Colonel Minty
as brigade commander. The subsequent history of the
regiment forms an important part of the history of the
brigade and division, and appears on the following pages.
Up to the time Avhen it Avas brigaded, it had marched,
mounted, four hundred antl seventy miles; had killed
and wounded tAvo officers and thirty-six men of the
enemy ; captured three officers and thirty-eight men,
tAvo stand of colors, some fifty horses and mules, .several
Avagons. a large quantity of subsistence and forage, and
almost the entire (lothing. camp and garrison equipage
of Morgan s brigade It lost up to this time four enlisted
men Avonnded. and one officer, Ca]»tain Abf-ej, and forty
men, Avith their horses and equipments, captuied.

ROBERT H, G. MINTY,
COLONEL 4 T H MICHIGAN CAVALRY.

BREVET BRIO. GENERAL U . S . V O L S .

BREVET M A J . GENERAL U . S . VOLS.

CHAPTER IX.
MILITARY

SITUATION—CAVALRY

ORGANIZATION—ADVANCE

ON MURFREES-

BORO'—BATTLE OF LAVERGNE—BATTLE OF STONE'S RIVER—BATTLE AT J E F FERSON B R I D G E — F I G H T N E A R LAVERGNE—FIGHT N E A R OVERALLS' CREEK
— B A T T L E N E A R WILKINSON P I K E — G R E A T CAVALRY BATTLE ON DECEMBER
31—GENERAL STANLEY'S CHARGE AGAINST THE REBEL L E F T — M I N T Y D E FEATS WHEELER—ADVANCE TO WILKINSON CROSS-ROAD—RETREAT OF BRAGG
— P U R S U I T OF THE E N E M Y — F I G H T ON MANCHESTER P I K E — B A T T L E AT BEECH
G R O V E — I N CAMP AT MURFREESBORO'—OFFICERS AND M E N HONORABLY
MENTIONED—INCIDENTS.

I hear again the battle's roar,
I see the sabers brightly gleaming,
I feel the charger's throb once more.
And note our country's banner streaming.
I see the long, blue hne, push back the rebel pickets
Far stretched o'er hill and dale ; through break and thickets.
My old heart leaps.
As up the steeps
Rock-crowned and flinty;
I see the dash.
And hear the crash,
Where leads the peerless MINTY.

jHE close of the campaign of 1861-62 found the
Army of the Cumberland firmly holding Nashville and a large portion of Tennessee; the
States of Kentucky and Missouri reclaimed ; the Mississippi river freed from obstructions to Vicksburg; the
Cumberland and Tennessee rivers open to the navigation
of the National gunboats and transports, and the domination of the rebel authority seriously impaired in Alabama, Georgia, and Mississippi ; while more than two
thirds of Arkansas was in the possession of the Government.
(105)
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The Democratic i)arty in the South still, however, maintained its determined attitude of unrelenting hostility to
the National cause, and hatred to the defendeis of the
flag; bnt the opi)osition ])arties, all through the South,
were falling. aAvay from the rebel cause. In the great
North-AVestern States.thecopiierhead element of the Democratic party Avas comjxiled, by the success of our arms,
to disguise their opposition to the Avar measures of the
(J(>vernnient, nudei- the demand for a " m o r e vigorous
jtrosecution of the war," while the loyal juirtion of the
Democratic party joined their Republican brethren in a
hearty support of the National authority, at home and in
the field.
A mighty change had, too, taken place in the army on
the subject of sla very
In the beginning of the campaign,
the all-perA'ading sentiment, among officers and men, was
to uphold the institution ; to refuse shelter and support
to any and all fugitive slaves, and to assist the master,
Avhether rebel or Union, to reclaim his property ; if it ran
aAvay NOAV, hoAvever, the .sentiment Avas that the institution of slavery was at the bottom of the trouble ; that
the negro slave AA-as a man, with human rights, and that
the slave population, being ahvays ready and eager to assist the Federal forces, Avere entitled to protection at our
hands. "When, therefore, large numbers of slaves now
entered our lines, they A\-ere employed, protected, and supported, and Ave soon found that we hurt the rebels more
by taking their slaves from their fields than Ave did by
killing their soldiers in battle. It thus occurred that
Avhen the President's Proclamation of Emancipation Avas
promulgated it met Avith us of the Cumberland a hearty
support.
Another marked change had taken jilace throughout
the army
During the preceding campaign, by strict or-
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ders, the Union forces were prohibited from taking the
private property of citizens, no matter if the owner was
in the rebel army or what the necessity for so doing was.
Safety-guards were jilaced over gardens, fields, cornhouses, and mills, as well as over dwelling-houses; and
even the fences were spared wherever it was possible to
procure wood. Now, by general orders, everything necessary for the subsistence of the army was directed to be
seized, by officers in command of foraging details; and
the army made to subsist, as far as possible, off the country. Safety-guards became almost unknown, and war
with us put on a sterner front.
The rebel authorities, press, and orators had, from the
first, falsified so persistently and outrageously that they
had exhausted the vocabulary of abuse long before this
change '' in the conduct of the war'' occurred ; and, as
they soon found that killing foragers was a game two
could play at, they had to do, as they finally did in th.e
collapse of their stupendous scheme of atrocious rebellion ;—accept the situation, after sending out a whine
over the " barbarity of the Yankee invaders. "
In the re-organization of the army, the master hand of
the new commander was immediately seen ; particularly
in his recognition of the importance of the cavalry arm
of the service, and its proper organization for effective
work. Prior to this, we had been attached in squads and
battalions to various infantry brigades and divisions; not
even a single regiment operating long enough as a unit
to become an effective power; while, on sudden emergencies arising, these different detachments would be thrown
.together, placed under the nearest unemployed infantry
colonel or brigadier general, and sent on scouts, or to engage the enemy ; without having any opportunity to ac-
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quire that isprit dc corps so necessary to successful
military movements.
(leiieral Rosecrans now placed the Avhole cavalry as one
corps, under the command of Major General D. S. Stanley ; wlio organized it in two divisions, the First being
commanded by Brigadier General McCook and the Second
by Brigadier General John B. Turchin.
In this organization, the First brigade, Second Cavalry
Division, Army of the Cumberland, was constituted of
the Fourth Michigan cavalry, Colonel R. H. G. Minty,
commanding ; Second Indiana cavalry, Colonel McCook,
commanding ; Third Kentucky cavalry. Colonel Eli Murray, commanding ; and Seventh Pennsylvania cavalry.
Colonel George C. W y n k o o p , commanding.
Colonel AVynkoop being absent sick. Colonel McCook,
of the Second Indiana, Avas assigned to the command of
the brigade, with Captain AVoodly, of same regiment, as
acting Assistant Adjutant General. The orders constituting the brigade went into effect about the 1st of December, 1862 ; and on the 8th of December, 1862, under orders of that date, the brigade was oflicially. given the
above designation, and Colonel R. H. G. Minty, of the
F o u r t h Michigan cavalry, in the absence of Colonel
McCook, first assumed the command.
On the 18th of December, 1802, Colonel McCook resumed command, and the brigade moved on the enemy,
occuiiying Franklin, on the Harpath river, eighteen
miles from Nashville. At BentAvood. the enemy's outpost Avas encountered, and, after a sharp skirmish, driven
rapidly, by the Fourth Michigan cavalry, in on their
main body at Franklin. The attack on the rebels began
as soon as the remaining regiments could be brought u p
and assitrned i)ositions; the Third Kentucky being on the
left with instructions to circle around until reaching
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the Triune pike, attack from the east; the Seventh Pennsylvania cavalry to advance on the center on the Nashville
pike, and the Fourth Michigan cavalry, moving to the
right, to reach the river and attack from the north-west;
the Second Indiana cavalry being held in reserve. The
Fourth Michigan, armed with repeating rifles, advanced,
dismounted, seized the lower fords of the Harpath, then
sweeping on a left wheel up the river, drove the enemy
steadily before them, until the suburbs of Frank^lin were
reached and occupied.
A strong force of rebels now crossed the river in rear
and threatened the capture of the regiment, when the
Second Indiana advanced, dismounted, and after a stubborn fight, drove them back and held the fords. The
Third Kentucky moved, mounted, to the left, seized the
Triune road and pushed the rebels into the town and over
the river eastward of it. The direct attack was then
made by the Seventh Pennyslvania, mounted, and the
whole rebel force driven from the town and across the
river at all points.
The object of the expedition : to cover an extensive
foraging operation south and west of Bentwood, having
been fully accomplished, the command returned the next
day to Nashville ; highly complimented by Generals Rosecrans and Stanley.
The rebel force encountered was Wharton's and Martin's brigades of Wheeler's cavalry, supported by at least
four pieces of artillery. Their loss is not accurately
known, but we buried fifteen and captured seventy-nine,
besides a considerable quantity of commissary stores and
clothing, five wagons, and destroyed a large quantity of
artillery and small arms ammunition. The casualties in
the brigade were:
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On the 2-idof December, 18C.2, Colonel McCook's health
having broken down, lie obtained leave of absence to go
to Indiana, and Colonel .\lint> Avas, permanently, assigned
to the command of the brigade.
The whole rebel army, having UOAV been concentrated
under General Bragg, at Murfreesboro". General Rosecrans moved from Nashville, on the morning of December
2(), to atta»is. it, AAiierevei- it might be found.
Bragg's army, at this time, consisted of thefloAs-erof
the splendid force General Ilalleck had, t h e preceding
spring, alloAved to marcli aAvay from him at Corinth,
now, by constant d u t y in canii>, march, and on t h e field
of battU', brought into the highest discipline of matured
veterans, re-inforced by garrisons from all the interior
lilies, and recruits gained by a remorseless comscription,
numliered over fiftA' thousand, infantr\'and artillerv ; besith's more than ten thousand effective cavalry So strong,
indeed, did Bragg feel in this latter ami. that he had, the
preceding November, detached Forrest's division, and
sent it to the Department of the Mississippi.
The army of General Rosecrans, on the other hand, after
leaving the necessary garrisons at Nashville and guards
on the lines of communication, numbered less than forty
thousand infanti-y and artillery, and b u t six thousand
eiirht hundred and fortv effective cavalrv
For years it had been considered almost an axiom that
cavalrv could not be effectively employed, on account of
the natural obstacles jireseiited by the topouraphy of the
countrv ; hence, it is not strange that, durimr the first and
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second years of the war, the National forces were sadly
deficient in this arm. Whatever topographical difficulties may have existed in the East, or along the watercourses of the Mississippi, none such were found in middle Tennessee ; yet, at no time, was the National cavalry,
either in Tennessee or Georgia, equal in number to that
of the rebels ; and, generally, it was outnumbered over
two to one. This was a serious mistake, resulting in an
immense destruction of horses from overwork ; and, on
several occasions, jeopardized the very existence of the
army. The Government could, by the first of January,
1863, have had, in the State of Tennessee, an effective
force of fifty thousand cavalry ! With half that number,
and twenty thousand supporting infantry and artillery,
the entire rebel armies could have been driven from the
field, captured, and destroyed, in a single campaign.
Colonel Minty marched from Camp Rosecrans, near
Nashville, on the morning of December 26, with the Third
Kentucky cavalry, the Seventh Pennsylvania cavalry, the
Fourth Michigan cavalry, and one company of the Second
Indiana cavalry, to the Murfreesboro' pike ; reporting to
Major General Palmer, commanding the advance division
of the army on that road.
It being known that the rebel army had advanced its outposts, he placed the Third Kentucky on the left, and the
Seventh Pennsylvania on the right of the road ; holding
the Fourth Michigan and Second Indiana on the pike.
The command then moved forward in columns, each with
a strong advance guard.
Ten miles from Nashville, he met the rebel pickets, when
the advance, re-inforced from their respective columns, was
deployed as skirmishers, and steadily drove the rebels
back, until Lavergne was reached; there a force of two
thousand five hundred cavalry, with four pieces of ar-
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tillery, was encountered. A sharp skirmish ensued,with
considerable loss on each side ; Avlien the colonel brought
uj) two pieces of battery D, First Ohio artillery W i t h two
companies of the Fourth Mi(iiigan, dismounted, to support the battery, Minty directed Captain XeAvell to engage the rebel artillery, Avhicii he did Avith splendid effect;
in an hour and a half disabling the rebel battery, Avlien,
the whole line advancing, the enemy was driven from the
field, and the brigade bivouacked for the night on the
ground held by them south of Lavergne.
Tin* next morning, strong reconnoissances Avere made
to the front by the Seventh Pennsylvania, under Major
J o h n E. Wynkoop, and, on the Jefferson pike, by a battalion of the Fourth Michigan, under Captain Frank W
Mix. The rebel cavalry and skirmishers Avere driven beyond SteAvart's creek, to which point the main army advanced later in the day and evening.
The operations of Captain Mix, Avith his battalion of the
Fourth Michigan, on the Jefferson pike, deserves more
than a jiassing notice. Captain Mix Avas ordered to report to General Hazen, commanding the advance on that
road. -Soon after reporting. General Hazen directed him
to attack the enemy, and, if possible, gain possession of
the bridge crossing SteAvart's creek, and about tAvo miles
in advance of the general's position, in order to preA^ent
its destruction. 'The captain pu.shed forward, and finding
himself confronted by a full regiment of the rebel cavalrv,
he charged them at once, and, in less than fifteen minutes
after receiving the ordei-, he had ridden two miles, cut
through and defeated a full regiment, and had possession
of the bridge ! He Avas, in a short time, vigorously assailed by Buford's brigade, but held his position, beating
off the large rebel force, for almost tAvo hours, Avhen, on
the apjiroach of (leneral llazen s force. Bufonl retreated.
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Captain Mix here had two men wounded and three taken
prisoners.
*
On the 28tli, a battalion of the Seventh Pennsylvania,
under Captain W. Jennings, relieved Captain Mix, on the
Jefferson pike ; and the brigade forced the passage of
Stewart's Creek, seized and held the hills south of i t ;
and covered the crossing of the army
On the 29th, the army advanced ; the brigade covering
the left flank ; the Seventh Pennsylvania, under Major
Wynkoop on the left, the Third Kentucky, under Colonel Murray on the right, and the Fourth Michigan, under
Lieutenant Colonel Dickinson in reserve ; the Second Indiana being this day on courier duty. The rebel skirmishers along the whole line resisted stubbornly but
were steadily pressed back; until about 3, P. M. , their
main line of battle was developed in front of Murfreesboro' This line was found to extend continuously from
near the Lebanon pike, on the east side of Stone's river,
to the Wilkinson pike, on the west side, being slightly
curved by an advanced position, in the center, on the
Nashville pike. General Rosecrans formed line of battle,
in rear of the skirmish line, held by the cavalry ; his left
resting on Stone's river, a few hundred yards from the
• point where the railroad crosses the pike; his center
lying across both pike and railroad ; and his right extending slightly beyond the rebel left across the Wilkinson pike ; confronting, and in a measure conforming to,
the rebel line, except that no part was yet throAvn across
the river.
The line being established, the brigade was withdrawn
from the front and went into bivouac, immediately in its
rear, south of the Murfreesboro' pike. On the 30th, one
battalion of the Seventh Pennsylvania and one of the
Third Kentucky were placed, as a chain of videttes in rear
8
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of the line of battle ; Avlii(ii, during the day, was slightly
a<lvanced ; the duty hting to pievent straggling. Minty,
taking the Fourth .Michigan, and the remainder of the
Sev.'iith Peunsyhania, moved toward Lavergne; against
Wheeler, AVIIO had captured a wagon train, on the Jeffer.son pike, near that place.
He met theiidxds in force, and engaged them vigorously, and in a succession of dashing ( harges, drove them
until after d a r k ; when, joining Wilder's brigade, he
cami)ed for the night.
On the morning of December 31st, Minty reported to
General Stanley, Avitli tlie brigade, except the battalion
left on videttt^ duty, in rear of the line of battle, and one
hundred and tAA'enty men of the Fourth Michigan, under
Lieutenant Colonel Dickinson, left to protect Lieutenant
NeAvall's section of artillery, at Stewart's creek ; and under his orders moved rapidly across the fields, toAsards
the right flank of the army
The rebel caA'alry Avere met soon rafter, and driven
rapidly over IAVO miles; AAIICU, after crossing Overall's
creek, a line of battle Avas formed, nearly parallel to and
about one mile from the Nashville pike ; with the Fourth
Michigan, under Captain Mix, dismounted, occupying a
piece of Avoods on the left and in advance. The whole
force present Avas but nine hundred and fifty men I
Wheeler, Avitli tAventy-five hundred caAahy and many
infantry, Avith four pieces of artillery, noAv attacked with
great detemiination ; drove back the Fourth Michigan
to the line of its support—the First Tennes.see—Avliich
uncovered the left of the Seventh Pennsylvania, and expo.sed it to a flank attack. Minty, seeing the danger,
dashed forAvard to the line of the Fourth Michigan and
First Tennessee, (dismounted men,) and endeavored to
move these commands to the supi)ort of the Seventh.
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W h e n , in t h e midst of t h e moNciiient, a line of I'elxd inf a n t r y swept out of t h e woods, (lelivrred a terrilic liic on
these two regiments, and, rusliing forward on t h e i r left,
t u r n e d t h e m b a c k a n d a r o n n d as on a wheel, to the left
rear ; b r e a k i n g t h e F i f t e e n t h l*eiinsylvania cavalrv to
])ieces a n d s t r i k i n g the left Hank of tht^ Seventh, now h a r d
pressetl by tli(:^ rebel cavalry in front, forced it to fall l)ack.
The b r i g a d e was now l)eing forced back, while liuhtiiig
stul)bornly, step b y ste]), t o w a r d t h e Nashvilh^ })ike ;
while along t h e Avhole line, toAvard t h e left a n d center of
t h e a r m y , t h e c o n t i n u o u s roll a n d roar of tlie l)attle, cons t a n t l y receding toAvard t h e p i k e , a n d t h e t r i u m i ^ h a n t
s h o u t s of t h e o n - r u s h i n g rebels, proclaimed to all t h e defeat, of, at least, t h e r i g h t Aving of t h e Union a r m y
The condition of affairs a t t h i s time, a b o u t 11, A. vr.,
Avas critical in t h e e x t r e m e ; for s h o u l d t h e left Aving of
t h e rebel a r m y succeed in g a i n i n g possession a n d h o l d i n g
t h e p i k e , R o s e c r a n s ' Avhole a r m y Avould Ix:* d o u b l e d u p
a n d confined w i t h i n t h e IOAV g r o u n d e x t e n d i n g from t h e
railroad to t h e river ; a n d its d e s t r u c t i o n or c a p t u r e inevital)le.
After t h e b r i g a d e h a d t h u s been driA'en, a n d
fighting
for n e a r l y tAvo h o u r s , or a t a b o u t 11, A. .^[., General Stanley, noticing t h a t t h e rebel i n f a n t i y Ave]'(^ liearing oil
t o w a r d s t h e left, as t h o u g h forming p a r t of t h e m a i n att a c k i n g Aving, a n d e x e c u t i n g a, g r e a t r i g h t Aviieel, ordered
M i n t y to hold t h e rebel cavalry in check, Avitli p a r t s of
the F o u r t l i Michigan, Third K e n t u c k y , a n d F i r s t Tennessee : t h e n g a t h e r i n g a b o u t one h u n d r e d a n d fifty m e n of
the F i f t e e n t h Pennsylvania, cavalry, conn)aiiies K tind II,
of F o u r t l i Michigan, a n d all of t h e Seventh P e u n s y h a nia, a t h a n d ; t o g e t h e r Avith .\IaJ(')r .lennings' organized
b a t t a l i o n ; f o n n e d column, m o u n t e d , and charged with
d r a w n sabers directly u p o n the left, Hank of the r<'bel in-
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fantry ; routing the enemy, taking one stand of colors,
and creating a Avild panic and demoralization for more
than three fourths of a mile, into and along their left
Aving.
It Avas, as is now knoAA-n, this charge of the First brigade and l"'ifteenth Pennsylvania cavalry, under General
Stanley, Avhich first arrested the triumiiliant sAveepof the
rebel army, after the defeat and rout of McCook s corps,
release<l the pressureon Sheridan's line, and afforded time
for (reneral Rosecrans to re-form his lines, and thus hold
his position along the Nashville and .Mui'freesboro' pike.
At the time of Stanley's charge, Minty, leading in person the Fourth Michigan and First Tennessee, having
noAv mounted, tiiarged Avitli the saber the tAAo thousand
five hundred cavalrv in his front, drove the first line from
the field ; then, halting, re-formed his conimand, under a
terrific fire, and again charged their second line, posted
on the opposite side of a lane, AAith tAvo fences between
him and them. The rebels waited only until they saAv
our men passing through the fences, Avheii they broke,
scattering in every direction, and Avere driven from the
fieid in the Avildest confusion.
In these engagements, the rebels lost, out of their
cavalry, eighty-nine killed and one hundred and five
w^ounded and captured. Of their infantry, the loss cannot be ascertained, as their dead Avas subsequently gathered and buried, and the Avounded could not be taken
out Avhen the charging column returned ; the gi'ound having also been fought over both before and after the
charge, renders all estimate impossible. A sergeant of the
Seventh Pennsylvania, liOAveA-er, Avho, having been on the
line of videttes in rear of our line of battle, Avas captured
wiien McCook Avas defeated, stated to Colonel Minty, a
feAv days after, that their dead Avas many officers and
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t w e n t y men, that he knew of, from the sabers of the cavalry
The best evidence of t he c o m p l e l e m s s of M i n l v ' s victor)- over the rebcd ca\'alry on (his occasi(»ii, is found in
the fact that \ \ i i e e l e r rel reated i m m e d i a t e l y b e y o n d t h e
Shelbyville p i k e , or com[)letely behind t h e infant i\ lines ;
and thert> remained (hiring t h e A\ hole of the three next
d a y s subsecinent l i g h t i n g ; while .Minty held the g r o u n d
on t h e left Hank of t h e rebel a r m y d u r i n g the 1st, 2d, a n d
:M of J a n u a r y , a n d on th(- 4th moved forward a n d leftAvard, a n d occupied W i l k i n s o n ('ross-roads, two miles in
rear of the rebel i)ositicm.
I t is not Avithin t h e l i m i t s of t h i s w o r k to [)i'esent a detailed hisror.A' of th<' p a r t t a k e n b y o t h e r c o m m a n d s in t h e
various battles a n d c a m p a i g n s , b u t a brief account of t h e
m o r e pirominent incidents, Avith t h e results ol)tained, is
necHssar_\-, t o an i n t e l l i g e n t u n d e r s t a n d i n g of t h e h i s t o r y
of a n y ; hence, t h e folloAving s k e t c h of t h e b a t t l e of S t o n e ' s
river is presented :
After f o r n i i u " ' h i s line of b a t t l e on the 20th, as befoie
stated, it Avas t h e i n t e n t i o n of General Rosecrans tothroAv
his left Aving, in sti-ong for<'e a n d massive lines, in echelon
across S t o n e ' s r i \ e r , t u r n t h e rebel right, drixc it b a c k
iilion t h e i r center, seize .Mnrfreesltoro , cut t h e line of retreat by rail, a n d t h e n , a d v a n c i n g his center a n d r i g h t
AviiiLi", drive Bragi;' s o u t h t o w a r d Shelbyville, or s o u t h - w e s t
toward (^oluml)ia.
W'hilf t h e left AviugAvas t h u s to m a k e and continiu" t h e
chief ;it1ack, t h e liiilii Aving was to hold its ])osition a n d
repf] a i u ' a s s a i d t . The count r\' in front of t h e left a n d
cciiti-r \va- generally o])en : on the e x t f e m e left, easlward
of till' river, .soiiic\\|i;i( h i l h ' ; in fi-oui of t h e center, alniii--l Ifvel : while on t he iii;hl it \\ as a delist; cedar t liicket,
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bioken by ravines and sharp rock>' ledues from three to
ten feet high.
By some o\t'rsiuht. the rebel army having, during the
night, strongly massed andextemled its left, Avas permitted
to approach to within striking distance Avithoiit being discoA'ered ; and on the morning of the :51st of December, at
daylight, struck the e.xtreme right Avinn under McCook.
The brigade on the extreme right Avhich received the liist
shock, Avas under the conimand of Brigadier (General
Johnson. Tlie on-rush of the rebels met Avitli but little o])position, breaking doAvn brigadi^ after brigade, and carrying position after position, until the whole right AvingAvas
driven back to a line but a IVAV hundred yaids from, and
parallel Avitli, tln^ Nashville pike ; the tAvo brigades on the
extreme right being badly disorganized, and most of their
men and material, Avith several batteries captured. After
the first ru.sh, about 7, A. M., their advance was, Avliile
steady and continuous, sloAver and more cautious; the
other brigades of McCook's command, and Wood and
Sheridan of the center, having formed, and by most determined heroic fighting, contested every foot of ground,
but being pressed on flank and front Avere driven back toward the pike as before stated, until by 11, A. M., the
right formed a sharp angle vrith the center.
Between 11 and 12, M.. General Rosecrans, having
strongly re-inforced the right center, and massed his artillery around a slight elevation at the jioint where the
pike crosses the railroad—-near Avhere the Battle Monument now stands—opened a terrific fire of canister, at
short range, on the dense masses of the rebels pressing
over on the right toAvard the jiike ; and, after tAvo hours
of the hardest fighting ever seen on the continent, repulsed the a.ssault, drove back the enemy, and held his
center and left intact. Before, lioweA'er, this had been
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done, and Avhile the triumphant reliels, A\itli exultant
shouts, Avere pressing forward to seize the pike, the cliaiuv
of the cavalry b\' (ieneral Stanley was dtdivered, and
Wheeler defeated by Minty
The rebels, thus finding
their left uncoveit'd, and the real- of their advancing line
attacked, halted Avheii almost on the pike, and pressing
over toAvard the center, met a, repulse from the lire of the
artillei'y
Rosecrans immediately gathered the shattered commands of McCook's corps into the new j^osition parallel
Avitli the pike, threAv up slight breastworks, and, before
night had not only reestalilished his broken lines, I'epulsed the assaults on his center, and rallied his defeated
cordis, but late in the evening had crossed the river Avitli
his left and attacked the enemy's right!
Thus closed the first day of the battle of Stone's river ;
one of the most extraordinary in the history of w^onderful
battles : At 7, A. M., attacked, Avith the right wing in air
and unprepared to resist; at 10, A. :\r., driven in disastrous
rout from almost one half of the line ; more than one third
of his army destroyed; tAA'enty pieces of artillery captured,
and the enemy pressing in victorious triumph to seize his
only line of retreat; his center assaulted on three sides,
and his left enfiladed by the fire of heavy batteries on the
oppjosite side of the river—the capture of his army seemed
inevitable I Yet by 3, P M., Ave see the conditions entirely
changed ; the enemy reimlsed from the center, shattered,
almost annihilated, retreating, disheartened, from the
eft'ort to seize the roads in our rear, and the arni}'^ partaking of the determined spirit of its commander, iireiiaring
to assume the offensive, and at dark the left Aving thrown
successfully across the river, attticking and defeating the
rebel riuht.
FeAV, indeed, are the generals in the Avorld Avho would
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not even that night have retreated from the lield, and
thought himself fortunate in saving his army from destruction. It Avas the good fortune of the Army of the
Cumberland, at that time, to be commanded by a general
w ho Avas not of the retreating kind. He called his subordinates about him, recei\ed their reports, listened to their
suggestions for the safety of the army, frankly acknowiedged the extent of the losses of the day, and, issuing a short address to the army, in A\iiicli he calmly
stated his determination of continuing the battle on that
ground, and his opinion that the rebel army was as severely
punished as his own, and that Bragg had completely failed
in the gi-and object of his attack,.made his disposition to
execute the original plan of the battle.
It rained heavily on the 1st and 2d of January, 18()3,
and both armies had to lay comparatively quiet, though
continuous skirmishing, swelling at times into the roar of
battle, was maintained along the whole line. Demonsti-ations from various points convinced Rosecrans that Bragg
dare not again attempt to turn his flank, and that, as soon
as the weather permitted, the movement across the river
could be pushed to a successful issue.
Accordingly, on the 3d of JanuarA", the left AA^as strongly
re-inforced, and, advancing, seized the hills north-west of
Murfreesboro"
Bragg hastily thrcAv Breckenridge over
on his right, and assaulted our left Avith .<,neatfury
The
battle raged from 2, P. M.. until dark, extending along
the whole line. Breckenrid<;e Avas ayain and again repulsed, and by night driven back, so that his line, covei'ing
Murfreesboro', fomied almost a light angle with the general rebel line of battle !
The AA'eather airain, on the 4th, prevented active operations. The river, raisinu: r.ipidly caused considerable
anxiety, h-si. by swee]»ing away the bridges, comnninicu-
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tion Avitli the left, in its advanced position, might be
broken ; hence Rosecrans ordered the cavalry to Wilkinson's Cross-roads, threatening the Shelbyville pike and the
rebel rear from their left. Fortunately the storm did not
continue, and on the morning of the 5th the Army of the
Cumberland entered Murfreesboro' in triumph, driving
out the lebel rear guard, and capturing all their wounded
and a large amount of war material. Bragg left all his
dead, his disabled wagons, some fifteen pieces of artillery,
thousands of small arms, and retreated, during the night
of the 4th, in the direction of Duck river, with the loss of
more than one third of his army in killed, wounded, and
captured. Thus, by pluck and determined endurance of
the officers and soldiers, and the patient perseverance of
General Rosecrans, w^as, what appeared at first a disastrous defeat, turned into a glorious victory to the National
armies.
]^linty, on the morning of January 5, marched through
Murfreesboro', following the retreating rebel rear guard
on the Manchester pike. About two miles out he struck
the enemy, at a small creek, who opened with artillery
He deployed, with the Third Kentucky well to the right,
the Seventh Pennsylvania to the left, and the Fourth
Michigan and First and Second Tennessee in the center ;
the tAvo latter regiments in column on the road. The
country Avas much broken with dense cedar thickets,
through Avhich it was almost impossible to move, but he
pressed vigorously forward, driving the rebels from one
hill and thicket to another, until near Beach Grove,
AAiien, being strongly re-inforced, the enemy made a determined stand, attacking the Seventh Pennsylvania and
First Tennessee Avith vigor.
Here the fight lasted nearly two hours ; Avhen the advanc(\ having cleared the thicket and reached a more
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open country a saber clmrge Avas delivered by the Fourth
United States cavalry and the Seventh Pennsylvania;
the enemy driven com]iletely from the fi(dd, one piece of
artillery cai)ture<l, and Bragix's Avhole rear guard driven
into the hills coveiing the Duck rivei-. The brigade returned to Avithin a mile and a half of Murfreesboro", and
Aveiit into camp on the Manchester pike, establishing a
line of ])ickets si.x miles out.
The brigade, not including the Fourth United States,
Avhich had not yet been formally attached, lost in the
advance from December 20 to January fi, inclusiA-e,
tAvcMity killed, thirty-seven wounded, and seventy captured ; fifty of the captured AAere from the Seventh Pennsylvania, and Avere of the Third battalion, wiiich Avas dejiloyed on d u t y in rear of the line of battle, and Avhen the
right Aving was broken on the 31st, Avere taken prisoners
while at their posts of duty.
Minty officially reports that he captured and turned in
one hundred and ninety prisoners, and one piece of artillery
Among those Avho distinguished themselves in the various engagements during this period, are officially noted :
'' Colonel Eli Murray, with a handful of men, performed
services that would do honor to a full regiment. " (Mint y ' s official report.)
" Captain Mix. Fourth Michigan, with about fifty men,
not only drove over two hundred of the enemy more than
two miles, but held his position against an entire regiment. "
{Ibid.)
"Lieutenant Eldridge, Fourth Michigan, Avith eighteen
men, dismounted, attacked the enemy, routed them and
cajitured a A\'agon full of ammunition. " {Thid. \
" Major W H. Jennings, Seventh Pennsyh'ania, led
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his men, with great gallantry, in the charge on December
31st." {Ibid.)
Captain Garrett and Lieutenant R. M. McCormick,
Seventh Pennsylvania, distinguished themselves in the
charge on the left of the enemy's infantry." (General
Stanley's report.)
"First Sergeant Jacob Bedleyon, of Company K,
Fourth Michigan, rode by my side during both charges
in the engagement on Wednesday, December 31, and displayed great gallantry and coolness. " (Minty's report.)
"Bugler Ben. De Fenlwick, Second Indiana, and Quartermaster Sergeant Edward T. Owen, Fourth Michigan ;
when we were driven back, in the early part of the day,
*
*
brought my horse to the front, thus rendering me great service. " (Minty's report.)
" Captain Frank W Mix, Fourth Michigan, had his
horse shot under him during the first charge ; he pressed
forward on foot, caught a stray horse and led his company in the second charge. "
" Many others undoubtedly did as well, but the above
came under my immediate notice. " (Minty's report.)
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Though wintry skies lower o'er U.-J,
.\nd sharp swoops tlu' sleety blast,
We drive the foe before n.«.
Our blows fall thick and fast.

LL through the Avar, the rebel army in the AVest,
on suffering a defeat or failing to accomplish
a chosen project, got u p a side SIIOAV, to amuse
their people and delude them into the belief that the
rebel cause was in the ascendency
Accordingly, Bragg
noAv recalled Forrest, and on the lOtli of January, dispatched him and Wheeler, with over four thousand of
tli(^ best rebel cavalry in the department and eight pieces
of artillery- on an expedition to obstruct the navigation of
the Cumlierland river and recapture Fort Donaldson.
Now, Forrest. AAhile by long odds the greatest cavalry
general t h e rebels produced, never would Avork in a
double team ; unless, indeed, it AA-as hitched u p tandem,
with him.self in the l e a d ; and on this occasion, AVheeler
being in (diief conimand, the team balked from the beginning. On the 13th of January, the rebels occupied the
banks of the river at Haryiath shoals, and during the day
captured three small ti*ansports ; but were driven off in
the evening by our gunboats. They then moved airaiust
Fort Donaldson and Dover, at that time held by about
six hundred men under Colonel A. C. llardinir, of the
Eighty-third Illinois. Wheeler and Forrest summoned
(124)
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the little garrison to surrender, and made several determined assaults ; but it soon occurred that when Forrest
attacked, Wheeler and Wharton were not ready ; and
when they assaulted, Forrest had been repulsed ; and so
the balkey team worked from about 2, P. M., until nearly
dark; when, every assault having been disastrously repulsed, the rebels retreated rapidly, in a demoralized
condition, having lost, in Forrest's command, twd hundred
and forty officers and men killed, wounded, and captured,
and in Wharton's, sixty killed and wounded, or a total
of over three hundred. Colonel Frank P McNairy, a
prominent citizen of Nashville and one of the most promising of the rebel officers, was killed in the assault. This
defense of his position by Colonel Harding is mentioned
as a just tribute to a most gallant officer, and as explanatory of the expedition in which Minty was next engaged.
Information of the movement of Wheeler and Forrest
having been received, Rosecrans directed a column, consisting of a division of infantry, with the First and Third
brigades of cavalry, and Newall's section of battery D,
First Ohio artillery, with Minty in command of the cav
airy; and General Jeff. C. Davis, of the whole force ; to
move against them. Davis was directed to move first
against Franklin, capture that place, cross the Harpath
river, and then march south-west, and occupy the high
ground between the Harpath and Duck rivers. But, as
the rebels occupied Rover and Unionville north of the
Duck river and nearly on the line ol march from Murfreesboro' to Franklin, it was necessary to drive them
from these positions before the expedition could move by
with safetyGeneral Davis, therefore, directed Minty to move rapidly to Yersailles, and from thence send expeditions to attack Middleton, Unionville, and Rover.
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Minty s force Avlieii fonned in column on the morning
of .lanuary 31, consisti'd of;
/•'//•.sV Bri;/(idv.—CiAonvl R. II. (J. Minty commamling,
Avitli Lieutenant R. Burns, of Fourth Michigan, Acting
.\ssistaut -Vdjutant General.
Offloersand men.

Seventh Pennsylvania cavalry,
.
Fourth Miiiiigan cavalry,
. .
. .
Third Kentucky cavali y,
One section, battery D, First Ohio artillery,
.
Third Brigade.—Colonel Cook commanding.
Fourth United States cavalry,
Second East Tennessee cavalry,
Third East Tennessee cavalry,
Total,

17o
270
143
42
400
200
40
1,370

On reaching Salem, near Versailles, Minty detached the
Second and Third East Tennessee, under Colonel Cook,
with orders to proceed to Middleton, and, if possible,
from thence to Unionville, and there rejoin the command.
Halting at Versailles to give time for Colonel Cook to
reach Unionville, he moved on Rover, Avhere an outpost
of about six hundred rebel cavalry was reported.
The rebel pickets Avere met about a mile and a half from
the place, and Avere immediately driven in on a run by
Major Wolfley. Third Kentucky, commanding the advance
guard. About half a mile from Rover, the entire rebel
force Avas developed, draAvn u]) in line of liattle. The
road Ave Avere on lay for about six hundred yards almost
parallel Avitli the rebel line ; then, at a distance of about
tAvo hundred and fifty yards from it, turned sharply to
the left. Tlie fence at the bend of the road Avas di.scoA'ered
to be soineAvhat broken. The lehel line was formed on a
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sliu'ht hill along a ])i<"ce of woods, with a couple of newly
]iloUi;lied lields d i i v c t l y between us a n d them. .Mint \' de
t e r m i n e d . therefore, that tli<' position could be cai-ried by
m o v i n g on t h e road to t h e bend, tlu'ii b r e a k i n g t h r o u g h
the fence, t u r n t h e head of t h e column s l i g h t l \ to t h e
right, form c o l u m n of t h e companies, and a t t a c k t h e
r i ^ h t center of t h e e n e m y in etdielon ; believing this
m o v e m e n t <()uld be m a d e m o r e r a p i d l y a n d Avitli less loss
t h a n a direct c h a r g e across t h e lields a n d heavy g r o u n d in
front ; a l t h o u g h it e x p o s e d t h e column to a fiankiui^ lire
for n e a r l y six h u n d r e d yards. He accordingly e x p l a i n e d
his p l a n to C a p t a i n J e n n i n g s , c o m m a n d i n g t h e Seventh
P e n n s y l v a n i a , o r d e r e d it to close u p r a n k s in cohinin of
fours and charge.
The m o v e m e n t Avas e x e c u t e d w i t h g r e a t r a p i d i t y and
dash, t h e last four or five h u n d r e d y a r d s being at a charge,
with draAvn sabers
T h e rebel line Avas s t r u c k and t h e
whole force u t t e r l y r o u t e d , stricken doAvn, c a p t u r e d or
scattered, m less t h a n five m i n u t e s after t h e advance Avas
s o u n d e d . Six officers and forty-nine enlisted m e n Avere
ca])tuied ; one officer a n d f o r t y - t h r e e m e n killed a n d
Avounded on t h e field, every one of Avhom fell beneath t h e
sabers of t h e Seventh , and a large n u m b e r of stragglers
were g a t h e r e d u p m a rajiid scouring of t h e c o u n t r y
A m o n g t h e prisoners, was a c a p t a i n of t h e E i g h t h Confederates, who h a d received from Major J e n n i n g s a salier
cut, s t r a i g h t across t h e face, c u t t i n g t h r o u g h t h e nose
and doAA'u to t h e cheek bones on b o t h sides. As t h e prisoners Avere b r o u g h t in, the>' passed (Jolonel M i n t y ' s orderlies, airionyst whom Avas a- Seventh P e n n s y l v a n i a man, an
Irishman, n a m e d P h i l Rafferty, who, looking at t h e unfortunate Confederate Avith an ex]U'ession of concern, said :
" A r r a h , Avhat did you r u n against to h u r t yourself t h a t
wav C
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Phil. Rafferty became a noted charactei-in the brigade
after that. During the .\tlanta campaign, he fell into the
hands of the enemy, and Avas sent to .\ndersonville. On
one occasion he Avas Avitli a party of prisoners AVIIO Avere
taken outside the stockade, to perform some fatigue duty
Besides th(^ guanl, theiv were a number of bloodhounds
along. Rafferty had picked uj) a sti(iv, and as one of the
hounds Jiassed him, he struck it on the head and killed it.
.V moment later (xeneral Winder passed, and, .seeing the
dog lying dead, a.sked, with an oath : " W h o killed that
dog r ' No one ansAvered, and he ordered the entire squad
fo be jilaced under special guard, and given nothing to
eat until the culprit should be identified. This Avas too
much for Rafferty, so, stepping out of the ranks, he said :
" I don t want my comrades to suffer on my account. I
killed the brute "' Winder demanded : " W h y did you
kill it f" Rafferty, in his comical manner, replied: " I
was hungry, and wanted to eat it.'' This made Winder
furious
After a Aolley of oaths and a string of abuse, he
said : " By God, you shall eat it I" Rafferty was placed,
under guard, at the foot of a tree, in which the carcass of
the dog Avas hung, and he was kept there, without other
food, until he had eaten the last scrap of the dog. He
Avas not allowed any fire, and had to eat it raAv
About 3, p M , an order Avas received from General
Davis, directing Minty to mo\'e on Eaglesville, seven miles
distant, Avheie he (Davis) exi)ected to meet the rebels in
force, under Wheelei and Forrest.
Minty, hoAvever,
knew, from positiA'e information received, that there Avas
no rebel force at Eaglesville, and havintr directed Colonel
Cook to join him at Unionville, but IAVO miles distant,
dosed uj) the columnand advanced on that place. The rebel
foice there, lieinj; demoralized by the defeat at Rover, did
not Avait to t)e attacked, but retreated beyond the Duck
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rivei'. Minty I'emained in Liiionvilleaboiil an lioiir,Avhen
a coui'iei' from Colonel Cook biought intelligence that he
had been n^pulsed at Middleton, and had fallen back
towards \ ersailles. Minty ordered him to move to Eaglesville. and himself marched to that place, Avliere he joined
General Davis about dark.
In the first attack of Colonel Cook on Middleton, he captured Lieutenant Colonel Clint. Douglass and forty-one
men, making the total captures by Minty, that day, seven
officers and o\er one hundred men.
On the next day, February 1, Minty marched to Peytonville, on the Harpath river, Avhen, finding the bridges
destroyed, and that the only practicable ford was within
three miles of Franklin, where a large force of rebels Avas
posted, and, thinking it important to unite with Davis,
marched through Harpath, crossed the river near there,
and camped at 11, p M., about a mile beyond the junction
of the Eaglesville road. Moving at daylight on the 2d
through Triune, he reached Franklin early in the day,
Avhere, reporting to General Davis, he went into camp on
the road leading from the Carter's Creek road to the Hillsboro" pike, six miles from Franklin.
On the 5th, marching all day on the Natchez Trace
road, he encamped, after daik, three miles west of the
junction of the road leading through Boston. On the 6th,
the column moved first to Kinderhook, and thence toward
Charlotte, camping, after dark, south of the Nashville
and Charlotte piike. He captured, dui'ing the day, Colonel Carroll and Major Rambout, of General Forrest's
staff. tAA^o lieutenants, and twenty-two men of Forrest's
escort, and give that officer asi.v mile race toward Centerville.
It being noAv evident that Wheeler and Forrest had
scattered their men all ov»u' the counli'v-, and that the cap-
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tuie of any requir«'d the .search of every house and outhouse and that the tAvo chiefs had crossed at Centerville and escajied to Columbia, the further pursuit Avas
abandoned, and, under orders from General Davis, the
command marched to Fiiinklin, arriving thereon the loth.
On the 12th, as rearguard to (ieiieiid Davis, it maniied to
Ti-iune, and c;imped near that place During the night.
Captain Blackborn, First Tennessee, was sent tosurpri.se
a rebel camp a short distance off. He reached the camp,
but the ni":lit beiuLC verv dark, the rebels escaiied bv hiding in the bushes. Only one Avas taken. On the 13tli, General Davis marched on to Murfreesboro', and Minty, Avith
five liundred men, paid another visit to the rebel camp at
Rover. They, hoAvever, did not Avait his coming, but with
dreAV in haste before he could reach them.
He then
marched to Murfreesboro', arriving after dark. In this
expedition the brigade marched three hundred miles.
Minty captured, during the scout, in addition to those
already mentioned, two colonels, one major, four captains, seven lieutenants, and one hundred and tAventyseven enlisted men. The total casualties were one man
se\ erely and one dangerously wounded.
This scout of thirteen days was the most .severe it is
possible to conceive. The Aveather was a constant succession of rain, snow, and sleet, alternated with the most intense cold ; the roads were knee-deep Avith mud and slush,
varied at times Avith a crust of two or three inches of ice
and frozen ground on t o p ; not liard enough to carry a
horse, hut enough to make marching difficult and dangerous The cavalry moved without tents or baggage, and
the suffering Avas very great; many of the men had their
liands and feet frost bitten, and all felt the effects for
weeks and months after. There are few of the survi\'ors
either of the National or ivliel forces, who Avould airain
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voluntarily pass through the experience of that terrible
fortnight.
During this month of February, a picket of a lieutenant and forty-one men of the Fourth Michigan, on the
Manchester pike was attacked, and without making much
of a fight, the lieutenant was falling back. Corporal
Ketchum, of Company A, called out "Boys, by G
the Colonel won't like this ; come on, boys, don't let us
disgrace ourselves," and wheeling round, galloped back to
the position. He was followed by four men, who kept up
such a fire from their revolving rifles that the enemy was
repulsed with the loss of six killed and many wounded
The brave Ketchum was, on return to camp, promoted
sergeant.
On another occasion. Lieutenant James P Rexford
and forty men of the Fourth Michigan were driven in
after a sharp fight. Rexford reported his situation, and
the First Middle Tennessee, Lieutenant Colonel Galbraith,
commanding, was sent to his assistance, and the rebels
were driven back beyond Rexford's original position.
They, however, again advanced in strong force, and the
whole command was driven in some distance. Colonel
Galbraith was in favor of falling back on the infantry
pickets, the command being almost surrounded, and
called the officers together for consultation ; all favored a
retreat except Rexford, who advised a saber charge.
Galbraith asked if he would lead it, if he (Galbraith)
would support it with his regiment. '' Of- course 1 will,''
said Rexford, and galloping over to his men, formed
them in column, and, leading them, dashed right into the
enemy, broke them, and drove them in perfect confusion
over five miles, into the lines of their infantry support.
Rexford captured sixty-seven, all of whom were Avounded by saber cuts, and from them it was learned that the
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force thus defeated and driven Avas Bushrod Johnson's
biigadi'of mounted inlantiy
Kexford was at the time
but a siipernumarary secontl lieutenant, l)iit Avas immediately given full rank, and .soon after promoted to first
lieutenant. He Avas honorably dischaiged the service as
captain and bi-evet major, September 25, IStJo.
From the 13tli of February to Marcii 4, the brigade lay
in camp near Murfreesboro', with only the usual routine
of camp and i)icket duty ; the regiments, being regarded
as veterans, Avei-e not required to drill, and the general
commanding the army, as Avell as General Stanley, not
being of the kind delighting in revieAvs, or devoted to
military pomp and pageantry, allowed the soldiers to rest
and recuperate Avliile in camp. The change from the constant irksome drills and revieAvs of the preceding year
to the rest and recuiieration of camp life noAv permitted
was highly appreciated by the soldiers, and endeared their
commander to them, as one who cared for their comfort
rather than for displayForaging parties, under strong guards, were, however,
sent out daily in every direction, and gradually all the
supplies of forage and food the country offered, for more
than tAventy miles around, were gathered into our lines.
Thus the country was held by the National cavalry, and
the long line of railroad communication Avitli Louisville
Avas guarded and protected.
Some changes had, meauAvhile, occuixed in the brigade
organization. Captain Woodley, of Second Indiana, having been seriously injured in the battle of Stone's river,
Avas relieved, and Lieutenant R. Burns, of the Fourth
Muiiigan, ai)])i)()iiited .\cting Assistant -Vdjutant General
of the brigade. The Fourth United States cavahy, Avhich,
heretofore, had been an indeiieiident command Avas now,
Avith all its companies, under the command of Captain
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Mclutyre, assigned to the brigade, while the Second Indiana was transferred to the Tliii'd brigade of Second division.
During this period of comparative rest, the boys of the
Seventh circulated a joke at the exjiense of the Third East
Tennessee, who, now likewisimttached to the brigade, Avere
camped near b_v It was repiorted that the officer oi the
day, in niarching his detail to brigade guard mount, gave
his commands in this Avay ;
'' NOAV, all you critter-back fellows of the Tliird Tensee
regiment, fall in heah—lively now—foh tea strings ; and
march ouet endioise—like youh sauh th' Penselvanah felloAvs do yesterday—c/—m youa, git.''
But the Tennesseans retaliated on the Seventh a short
time after, when they asked to be relieved from d u t y in
the brigade, because, as they alleged, they could not keej:)
any new halters in the regiment, and stated that but the
day before the communication, they had turned in all
their old halters, & c , and drawn a completely neAv outfit,
Avhen lo ! that morning all their new halters Avere gone,
old ones in their stead, and all the horses in the Seventh
had new halters on. They said they Avere afraid the
Seventh would steal their whole camp if they were not
relieved. After being in a feAv fights together, however,
and after the Tennesseans got veteranized, as the boys
called it, they got along very w^ell, and became excellent
soldiers.
The reliel army UOAV occupied a line south and east of
the Buck riv^er ; reaching from ^Mamdiester and Tulla
honia on the right to Columbia on the left; with advanced positions at the ga|)s tlirough t he range of hills
bordering on the river
liosecrans' arm\- lay in force at
.Miirfieesboro'. Avith strong detachments at P'ranklin and
Triune
Rovei' and liiionville. btiiit;- but ten miles from
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the Duck rivei'and positions fa\()rable for ob.serving the
roads bet wi'eii Triune and Franklin, were occupied by the
rebels.
liidei-orders fiom (feneral Rosecians, Minty marched
at daylight on .March 4th. with eight hundred and sixty
three ofiiceis and men, and Lieutenant Newall's .section
of First Ohio artillery, todrivi' the enemy from these positions north of the ri\er
.Vrriving near Rover about 8,
.\. M.. the rebtd ])ickets Avere driven in, Avheii he detaciied
the Fourth Michigan, Avith orders to gain the pike between them and liiionville; but they, jiei-ceiving the
obj<'ct of the movement, commenced a letreal. Minty
directed the Seventh Pennsylvania to clos(^ ranks and deliver a saber (iiarge in column of fours.
The rebels ru.slied, in Avild disorder, doAA'n the pike
toAvard Fnionville, Avith the sabeis of the SeA'enth cutting up their rear the Avliole distance. At Unionville, a
camp of three regiments of cavalry and one of infantry
recruits or conscripts Avas found, and in Avliich the enemy
attempted to make a stand ; but, being closely pressed
by the Seventh, and throw^n into confusion by the fugitives from Rover, they broke and fled in a panic before
fairly struck by more than the leading platoons.
W i t h o u t stopping to gather up the infantry or the
camp and ganison equipage, the pursuit was continued,
with constant captures from the rear of the fleeing foe ;
until Avithin five miles of Shelbyville, the rebel cavalrv
found shelter behind a diAision of Polk s cor])s. So determined and jiersistent Avas the i)ursuit that the rebel
infantry i)icket Avithin half a mile of Polk s camp Avas
run over and five of them captured. Captains Garrett
and .McCormick, Avith Lieutenant A'ale, and four or five
men of the Seventh, actually rode into the line of one of
Polk s divisions and received a heavy volley from a full
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brigade
Every man and horse in this S(piad was struck
by the e]u>ni.\"s bullets, but none of the nuui injureil.
W e ca[)tured at Liiionville alone tifty-one unwounded
prisoners, se\enteeu wagons, forty-two mules, thirty-one
tents, and a couple of wagon-loaxls of bacon, meal. Ac ;
besides thilly-one prisoners, all Avounded with the saber,
at Rover, ami in the [uirsuit fioni that pilace to the camp ;
and twenty-seven likewise Avounded in the pmrsuit beyond L^nionville ; the killed of the enemy AA^as knoAvn to
reach thirty-eight. The Seventh used the saber only,
did not fire a shot, and had one man wounded, Avhicli Avas
the only casualty in the brigade.
Captain C. C. Davis commanded and led the Seventh
PennsylA'ania in this charge,greatly distinguishing himself
for his personal bravery and signal ability, and was highly
comx>limented by Colonel Minty, in his official report, " for
his personal gallantry and distinguished services," and
,Avas, besides, specially commended in special orders by
the general commanding. Captains Garrett and McCormick had their horses shot under them, and their clothes
pierced by bullets in more than a dozen places, and Avere
honorably mentioned in general orders.
Lieutenants
Fisk, Greeno, and Vale were also honorably mentioned.
All these Avere officers of the Seventh Pennsylvania wiiich,
by reason of having the advance, had the good fortune of
preventing any of the other regiments being engaged.
The enemy's camp at Unionville not being occupied by
the forces in the rear of the Seventh Pennsylvania as
promptly as it should have been, most of the dismounted
men and infantry conscripts escaped by hiding in the
bushes, else the number of p)risoners would have been
much larger.
(b'lieral Rosecrans, in recognition of the dash and gallantrv of the Seventh Peiins\ Ivaiiia cavalrA', iu nt'ueral
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ordei-s directed that it should be known hencefdrth, in
the dejiartnient, as '• thv saber rvgiiiwnt of the Army of
the Cu}/ibe7'la/id."
Colonel Minty gathered his captures together, re-fonned
his command, and marcheil to Eaglesville, Avhere he reported to Brig-adier General Sheridan late that night.
On the r)th, heavy firing was heard all day .south of
Franklin, while scouts, in the direction of Triune and
Shelbyville, brought in the information of indications of
an advance of the rebel army from behind the Duck river
Minty Avas, therefore, directed to open up and maintain
communications betAveen Sheridan, at Eaglesville, and
Steadman, at Chapel Hill. This he did successfully, and,
on the 6tli, moved his command, now consisting of the
First, Second,and Third brigades. Second cavalry division,
to Triune.
On the morning of the 7th, he moved toward Shelby
ville, for the purpose of developing the enemy's movements, but, when about four miles beyond Eaglesville,
was ordered, by General Sheridan, to march to Franklin
without delay
Meanwhile, on the 5th, a disaster had befallen the National forces south of Franklin. On the morning of t h a t
day an expedition, under the command of Colonel Cobum,
consisting of his brigade, the Eighty-tifth Indiana, Nine
teenth Michigan, TAventy second Wisconsin, One Hundred
and Twenty-fourth Ohio, all infantry, Avitli a battalion of
the Ninth Pennsylvania cavalry, and four pieces of artillery, move-d soutliAAard from Franklin to attack the rebels,
under Forrest, at Spring Hill. The day before. Forrest had
been le-infoi-ced by the arrival of General A'an Dorn, Avitli
his own and Price's cavalrv, and mounted infantrv, and
twenty pieces of artillery The rebel force thus gathered
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at Spring Hill, including Forrest's command, numbered
over tAvelve thousand effecti\-es.
With this force. Van Dorn attacked Coburn, while on
the march, Avith his infantry in advance of his cavalry
and artillery, and surrounding him, at Thompson's Station, cut his command—infantry—to pieces before it could
be deployed, and ca]^tured all except the One Hundred
and TAventy-fourth Ohio, the artillery and cavalry
The
troo])s under Coburn fought bravely, although under the
disadvantage of being suri'ounded and unable to deploy,
and infiicted a loss on the rebels, in killed and Avounded,
almost equal to the number surrendered ; but the effect of
the disaster on both armies was highly prejudicial to the
National cause.
Information of this disaster, and of the large increase
of the rebel cavalry in the department, reached General
Sheridan on the night of the 6th, and caused the hurried
movement of Minty toward Franklin, on the 7th, where
he arrived on the 8th of Marcli.
At daylight, on the 9tli, Minty moved on the Carter's
Creek road toward Thompson's Station, with instructions
to make a circuit through the country, and form a junction at that place, Avith a heavy column of infantry and
artillery, under General G. C, Smith, moving directly
down the Franklin and Columbia x)ike
The Fourth United States cavalry, under Captain Mclutyre. had the advance, and struck the rebel pickets on
tlie Carter's Creek road, about six miles from Franklin,
The Fourth drove tliem sharply, until Avithin a mile and
a half of Thom])son"s Station, when a strong rebel line
Avas developed, stretching entirely across the valley north
Avest f)f the station.
The ])ri>L;re',s of the advance haviui;-, for ovei- fonrte(>n
miles, been rapid, the column was somewhtit scattered.
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and a halt was iieces.sary to close np and give the horses a
l)reathing spell. The valley down Avhit h .Minty was moving was, for about three mile.s, commanded by a range of
hills on the sofith, Avitli tiumeroiis defiles, through which
a force could easily be thrown on our right and rear,
from the strong position of the rebels at Spring Hill.
MintA- therefore, deployed the Fourth, in conij)any
columns of fours, Avitli orders to seize the hills, and, clearing the delih's in succession, advance on the right flank,
(larallel to the march of the main line down the valley,
directing .M(intyre to kee[) his men in general facing
soutliAvard while moving eastAvard.
In about twenty minutes, the advance Avas sounded, and
the conimand moved to the attack. The rebels retreated
rapidly, before coming to close quarters, to the station ;
Avhen, being reinforced by Starnes brigade, the Twentyeighth Mississippi infantry and Second Mississippi cav
airy ; Avitli the Third division of Van Dorn's command ;
the line formed covering the Columbia pike and the approaches to Spring Hill.
Minty noAv strengthened the Fourth cavalry by sending the Seventh Pennsylvania, and bringing his whole
force, except the artillery, into line, advanced southward.
The Fourth cavalry and Seventh Pennsylvania advanced
rapidly on the right; turning the rebel left, Avhile the
Fourth Michigan, dismounted, seized the hills immedi
ately south of the station. Pressing on with vigor, the
rebel position Avas stormed, and the Avliole rebel force
abandoned the field and retreated on a run toward Col
umbia. Tliej'. however, rallied behind Rutherford creek,
ten miles distant, in a strong position, and destroyed the
bridge in their front.
Hearing nothing from General Smith s column at the
.station, and knoAving that Forre.st and Van I)orn largely
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outnumbered him; and it being now late in the day,
Minty deemed it his first duty to unite the commands ;
and hence did not attack the position at the creek, but,
occupying Spring Hill, he sent out couriers, who found
General Smith's forces drawn up in line of battle, about
four miles north of the station, or fourteen miles away
from the enemy, anticipating an attack !
In this fight Minty killed thirty-seven, wounded one
hundred and fifty-eight, and captured one hundred and
five of the enemy. He lost three killed, five wounded in
the Fourth cavalry, and two wounded in the Seventh
Pennsylvania. The other regiments do not report any
casualties.
While the fight was in progress, and just as Spring
Hill was captured, a Dr. Price, of that place, taking advantage of the melee, shot and killed the rebel General
Van Dorn, in revenge for a private wrong, suffered at his
hands; and escaped into our lines.*
Exactly why Minty did not press the pursuit of the
retreating rebels more vigorously from Spring Hill to
Rutherford's creek is not satisfactorily stated in his official reports. He ran, it is true, the risk of encountering
a superior force, and being ambuscaded in doing so ; but
such risks must be taken by soldiers, if the full fruits of
a victory are to be gathered ; and, as a rule, it is safe to
assume that an enemy does not retreat in disorder for the
purpose of gaining a more advantageous position. A victorious commander should always press his foe, at least
until he finds why he is running away.
General Smith's column having arrived at Spring Hill,
*The author makes this statement on the evidence of the declarations
made at the time; the testimony of many citizens given to Colonel Minty
that night, while aware that orders issued in Van Dorn's name for weeks
after.
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Minty moved, on the morning of the 10th, towards Columbia. The bridges over Rutherford's creek Avere found destroyed, and the creek, swollen by the heavy rains, into
an impassable torrent ; and, there being no jiontoons
Avith the command, the whole force Ava.s halted on the
north bank, and the day spent in skinnishing, and efforts
to find a jiracticable ford. The infantry lost several men
killed and Avounded, and the Fourth Michigan tAvo men
drowned. Minty moved three miles u p the creek and
camped at Moore's ford.
On the morning of the 11th, Forrest advanced to the
creek, opjxisite Moore's ford, and opened a shai-p fire on
the Fourth Michigan. Minty brought u p Lieutenant
Newall's section of artillery, and soon drove him back to
the hills, south of the creek. The Fourth Michigan
dashed forward, and, the water having receded, crossed
the creek, and formed on the south side. Under cover of
the artillery, and the advance thus gained, the whole force
was successfully massed on the low grounds south of the
creek.
The rebels now advanced, dismounted, and, with battle
flags flying, showing sixteen brigades, formed line on the
crest of the hills, about three fourths of a mile distant.
Minty massed the First brigade, except the Fouth Michigan, which was detached on an expedition on the extreme
right flank, in column of squadrons; formed the Tliird
brigade in line on the right, and the Second brigade in
line on the left, with a heavy line of skinnishers covering
the Avhole front.
Minty ordered the Avhole force to draAv .sabers, and
moved foi'Avard up the hills in an open country, at a AA'alk,
in order to get A\ithin chaiging distance before increasiuLT
tlu' gait. He auti(ii)ated a desperate conflict, and did
not wish to blow his horses before strikiiur the en-
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emy's lines. Before, however, half the distance had been
covered, the rebels suddenly disappeared, from the crest
of the hills, and were next seen, mounted, and running
as though " Old N i c k " himself was after them, more than
two miles away to our left front, evidently hastening
towards White's bridge, some ten miles distant.
A more dumfounded set of men never were seen than
were our generals at this unexpected flight. Minty urged
an immediate and unrelenting pursuit across the country,
to strike them in the flank, or intercept their march, pointing out that some unexpected catastrophe had occurred inside their lines, and that their destruction was easy. General Smith, however, claimed that he was ordered to demonstrate against Columbia,,and that if left without the cavalry, he ran the risk of being surrounded, and meeting the
fate of Cobum on a larger scale. He, therefore, refused
Minty's request, and ordered him, instead, to send out
strong scouting parties to the left to observe the enemy
and hold the country.
Advancing to the river opposite Columbia the next day,
the enigma was solved. A sudden rise in Duck river had
broken and swept away the rebel pontoon bridges, and
left the force north of the river, with but a limited supply
of ammunition, cut off from all means of escape except by
White's bridge, twenty-five miles up the river. Information of this mishap reached Forrest at the moment Minty
was moving to the attack, and reduced him to .the desperate hazard of an immediate and rapid withdrawal from
our front, and a run of ten miles, but a few miles distant
from our left flank.
The promptness with which Forrest left, taking the
chances of being struck on the flank of his moving
column, as well as the danger of being cut off from the
bridge, is one of the strongest proofs of his ability as a
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,e;eneral, and his litmss to command. Had his advei-sary
grasjied the situation Avith equal promptness, as Avas
uiged by Minty the capture or destruction of his force
was inevitable.
ft is seldom that the soldier or subordinat<' offiwr in a
gi'eat army has the o]iportunit.v of seeing, on a battlefield, the inspiring pageantry of large bodit^s of men
moving to the c(jnflict; hence the survivors of the cavalry
force brought together on this occasion Avill recall the
scene that morning, on tlu^ banks of Rutherford creek,
as one of rare and almost unexampled grandeur.
Five thousand cavalry, mounted on exceptionally good
horses, dressed in the gorgeous uniforms of that day ;
their bright sabers, anns, and trappings flashing in the
s u n l i g h t ; sweeping up the slope of gently rising hills,
over an open country ; Avliile, on the crest, Avith their battle flags flying, stood in serried ranks a line in gray over
a mile and a half in l e n g t h ; the Avhite smoke from the
scattering skirmish fire alone obstructing the view,
formed a picture rarely seen, and far more easily imagined than described.
A detachment, consisting of the Third Ohio, under
Colonel Long, moved Avith General Smith's column on
Columbia; while the remainder of Minty's force, after
scouting to the left about six miles, was drawn back to
Moore's ford, Avhere it camped after dark. Colonel
Long, after some skinnishing at Columbia, finding the
bridges destroyed, fell back with General Smith's forces
to the north side of Rutherford creek.
On the 12tli. the command returned to Franklin, on the
13th reached Triune, and at 3, p. M.. of the 14th, reached
the camp at Murfreesboro'
Colonel Minty, inhisoffifial rejiort, comi)liments ** Lieutenants Roys and Rendlebrook, of the Fourth United
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States cavalry, and their brave men, for great gallantry,
displayed at Thompson's station, on the 8th. "
The casualties during the expedition were: Seventh
Pennsylvania cavalry, two men wounded ; Fourth United
States cavalry, four killed and three wounded; Fourth
Michigan cavalry, two drowned and three wounded.
The entire loss to the enemy was fifty killed, two hundred and seventy-six wounded, and nearly five hundred
captured.

J II

II

"

'

II

'

n C

t'

*

C H A P T E R XL
MARCH 15 TO JUNE 21.
E.XPKIHTION TO MiLTdN—FlOHT ON S H E L B Y V I L L K PIKE—SHARPENED S A B E R S —
I'ocKTii UNITED STATES AT FRANKLIN—SCOUT TO LIBERTY— BATTLE OF LIME
HILL—CAPTCUK

OF M C M I N N V I L L E — F I G H T

AT MIDDLETON—EXPEDITION

AGAINST MORGAN AT ALE.XANDRIA.

"Tlie phiiiK'd officer gallops swift
Alonj: the .swaying line.
That shake^i as beaten by hailstones,
Shakes the loaded Autumn vine.
And the earth beneath i.s reddened;
But not with the stain of wiuc."

N the ITitli of March, Captain Robert Bums,
Fourth Michigan cavalry, and Acting Assitant
Adjutant General, First brigade, having been
ordered to Michigan for medical treatment. Lieutenant
Joseph G. Yale, Seventh Pennsylvania cavalry, was detailed as Acting Assistant Adjutant General in his absence.
On the 20th, a report was received that Colonel Hall,
with a brigade 6t infantry, stationed at Milton, AA-as attacked by a large force of rebel cavalry, under Brigadier
General J o h n Morgan ; General Stanley ordered Colonel
Minty to proceed at once to the relief of the surrounded
force. Promptly mustering his (First) brigade, he moved
at 2, A. M., and pushing forAvard rapidly, arriA-ed at Milton at 6, p. M., to find that Colonel Hall had g^illantly
repulsed the enemy and driven him from the field. The
greater part of the night Avas sjjent in scouting the
country in every direction, but Morgan had retreated bevond reach.
(144)

Scouting near Milton.

145

Nexi; day, 21st, he sent scouting parties, to wit: Colonel Long, with Fourth Ohio, to Cainsville; Lieutenant
Colonel Sipes, with Seventh Pennsylvania, to Statesville ;
Lieutenant Colonel Murray, (Douglass Alex.,) with Third
Ohio, to and beyond Auburn, and Captain Totten, with
Fourth ISlichigan, to the junction of the Liberty and Lascasas pikes. From these scouts, it was learned that Morgan had fallen back to Snow Hill, leaving Breckenridge's
battalion at near Liberty; and that Morgan's force, at
that time, consisted of Duke's regiment, three hundred
and fifty men; Johnson's regiment, two hundred and
fifty men ; Gano's regiment, three hundred and fifty men;
Breckenridge's battalion, two hundred and fifty; two regiments. Fourth Alabama, Lieutenant Colonel Malone, and
Tennessee, Major Davis, of three hundred and fifty
each, or a total of two thousand two hundred and fifty
effectives; with two brass field pieces and two small mountain hoAvitzers.
The brigade returned to camp at 8, P. M., of the 21st,
without casualties, having picked up five of the enemy.
On the 25th, it was discovered that the rebels had
seized and were holding in force a hill on the Shelbyville
pike, about two miles outside our picket post. Minty
promptly dispatched Lieutenant Colonel Sipes, with the
Seventh Pennsylvania, to drive them off, which he did
without loss, after a brief skirmish, about the *'Sevenmile" house, on the Shelbyville pike.
On the 9th of April, Forrest made an attack upon
Franklin. General Stanley, Avith the Fourth United
States cavalry, being on a scout in that vicinity, crossed
the Harpath north-east of the town and engaged the
enemy, under Colonel Starnes, whose force on that part
of the field consisted of his own brigade and Freeman's
battery of four pieces. The Fourth cavalry dashed upon
10
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the center of Starnes' line, broke it, driving it demoralized from the field ; then charged upon the battery
A
short but ilesperate encounter took jilace over the guns.
Freeman, knowing that Forrest's Avhole force was at hand,
encouraged his men to fight to the last, and, Avhen completely oveipoAA'ered, endeavored to retreat Avitli tAvo of
his guns. Lieutenant Rendlebrook, Avitli IAVO companies,
dashed after, and soon overtaking him, demanded his
OAvn, and the s u n e n d e r of the guns. Freeman refused,
urged his horses on. firing his revolver almost in the face
of the lieutenant. At his third shot, Sergeant Major
Strickland, Avith a single shot from his revolver, laid him
dead on the road. The guns were then brought back to
Avhere the other portion of the battery was in the possession of the Fourth.
Forrest promptly rallied his command, and attacked the
Fourth Avith Armstrong's brigade. Tlie Fourth, being entirely unsupported, retreated, AAiien nearly surrounded,
to the north side of the river, abandoning, after disabling
the captured guns. The rebel loss in this engagement
Avas fifty-seven killed, and over one hundred and fifty
wounded and captured. Most of the wounded prisoners
were re-captured Avhen the regiment retreated, but the
Fourth brought out forty-eight unwounded. The Fourth
lost five men killed and eighteen Avounded.
As was the custom of the reliels, after meeting a misshap, they, in this instance, invented a cock and bull story
to the effect that Captain Freeman Avas murdered by an
officer of the Fourth, after he had surrendered and AAiiile
a prisoner in their hands, on their retreat; the object
being to give a color of excuse for atrocities committed by
themselves, and to create a bitter, blood-thirsty feeling
on the part of their soldiers against efficient cavalry regiments in general and the Fourth regulars in particular.

S(njcaiit

Major iSln'cldand.
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Sergeant Major Strickland killed Captain Freeman in a
fair light, and (*aplaiii l^'reeman's bravery requiicd no
false statemenl, such as made, to perpetuate his memor}'
The report was, however, assiduously circulated, and
generally believed iu Forrest's command, and on two not
alile occasions afterAvards Foi'rest's men refused to take
an\' of the Fourtli United States cavalry prisoners. They
in some Avay learned that it Avas the sergeant major of the
regiment Avho killed Freeman, and threatened to hang him
if the\' ever caught him.
During the Atlanta campaign, Strickland's term of service expired, and he Avas disciiarged. He was a perfect
penman, and Avas at once engaged as a clerk in the Quartermaster's Department, soon after Avhich he was taken
p)risoiier, and sent to Anderson ville, Georgia. He claimed
to be the sergeant major of the Fourth Michigan cavalry,
in order to prevent being identified. He escaped from
Andersonville seven times, three times he was pulled doAvn
l;)y bloodhounds, and, if living, carries the marks of the
hounds' teeth on his shoulders and arms to this day. The
seventh time he arrived at Atlanta, where he expected to
find Union i'orces, but Sherman having gone on his '' march
to the sea," the rebels Avere in possession. He procured a
C<infederate uniform and supx)lied himself with a furlough and passes, and, in a few days, started for Chattanooga. W h e n within sight of that place, he Avas picked
UX) by a reliel cavalry scout and taken before the major
commanding, to whom he x»resented his furlough and
losses. Tlie major looked at them and laughed, saying ;
•• I kriOAV the signatures of these officers. These are Avell
done, ))utthey are forgeries ! " Strickland broke doAAUi at
this, and, sitting doAvn on a stone, cried like a child. He
then saiil; "IMajor, T am the sergeant major of the Fourth
Michigan (a\alry
I hav<' been a X)risoner at Anderson-
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ville This is the seventh time I have escaped. I
have been run doAvn three times by bloodhounds, and
three times before this captured in other A\'ays, and
noAV, Avithin sight of a Union garrison, I am captured the
seventh time. I tell you it is enough to unman any one."
The major looked at him a moment, and said : " I ha\-e
been fighting for the Confederacy for nearly four yeare,
have met your regiment often. Your men are good soldiers, and treat your jirisoners Avell, and I AA'on't send you
back to that
jilace again ; besides, the A\'ar is nearly
over, and you cannot do us much harm any Avay ; " and,
writing a pass, handed it to him, and told him to go on
his Avay I Strickland reaiiied our lines in safety, but regrets that, having lost the pass, the name of the major
thus befriending him cannot be furnished.
About this time it Avas learned that a tremendous furor
existed among the rebels in regard to the use, by the
Seventh Pennsylvania and the Fourth United States, of
ground or sharpened sabers ; in fact, it AA-as the subject of
official correspondence betAA-een the commanders of the
tAvo hostile armies. The rebels insisted that the use of
sharpened sabers was barbarous, and contrary to the rules
of m o d e m warfare, and threatened instant death to all
officers and men captured possessing them.
The officers and men of the regiments, however, were
but little disturbed by these sanguinary threats, and, having their sabers already ground sharp, protested against
giving them up, alleging that they did not expect to be
captured.
The matter Avas finally determined by a general order authorizing their use. and notifying the rebel
commanders that any execution of i)risonei"s by them
would be met by retaliation in kind.
The origin of the fuss Avas that some of the boys of the
Seventh one day got hold of a grindstone, and as they
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had the reputation of taking everything they could carry,
brought it into camp ; when, after sharpening all the
knives, etc., a few concluded that their sabers would be
improved by reducing the thick, round edge to a razorlike degree of sharpness. The officers, discovering this,
to prevent the sabers from being ruined, took the matter
in charge, and had them ground uniformly from the
point about two thirds of the distance toward the hilt.
Colonel Minty issued an order directing all the sabers to
be so ground, and hence the hubbub about the "sharpened sabers."
On the morning of April the 2d, Minty moved on Liberty with :
Officers.

Lieutenant Newall's section of artillery,
1
Seventh Pennsylvania, Lieutenant Colonel Sipes commanding,
. . . .
18
Fourth Michigan, Lieutenant Colonel
Park commanding,
.
.
.
11
First Middle Tennessee, Lieutenant Colonel Galbraith commanding.
9
Fourth Ohio, Colonel Smith commanding. 24
5
Brigade Staff, and Guard,
Total,

.

Men.

38
238
210
130
398
23

68 1,037

Moving out the Liberty pike, he met the rebel pickets
near Auburn, and drove them to Prosperity Church, when
they showed considerable force. The Fourth Michigan,
dismounted, were pushed to the front, while a part of the
Second brigade crossed Smith's creek on the left, and met
a threatened flank movement. Captain Hathaway, Fourth
Michigan, in command of company D, after the whole of
the Tenth Ohio regiment had been driven back, advanced
his men as dismounted skirmishers, crossed the creek, and
by a direct attack, dislodged the rebel force and held the
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position, losing one man cajdnred. The rebels fell back
to the hill at the (iiurch, and again opened fire, Avhen the
artillery opened on them with shell and drove them off.
In their retreat, they abandoned considerable camp and
ganison equiiiage, Avhicli, hoAvever, Avas, in general, damaged by file.
Halting for the night at Prosperity Church, the advance
was resumed at daylight ue.xt morning, and a small force
driven before us from thence to Liberty
Here, a strong
line was develojied, covering the hill back of the tOAvn ;
and active skirmishing ensued for a coujile of hours; when
the Second brigade, having gained a position, turning their
left fiank, they retreated rapidly to Snow Hill. Minty
folloAA'ed clos(iy, and, Avhen nearing Snow Hill, deployed
the Fourth Miiiiigan on the right of the road, First Middle Tennessee supporting; Avith the Seventh Pennsylvania,
the artillery, and the Tenth Ohio, in column on the road
in the order named, advanced to the attack.
Driving in the enemy's outposts, he developed their
line, which Avas found strongly posted in a semi-circle,
about half way u p the h i l l ; reaching from the pike on the
east, following the course of Dry Run nearly to the pike
south ; with a strong outlying force on a hill, in ambush
about one fourth of a mile north-east of their main position. Their artillery Avas placed in earthworks arranged
around the north-east, north, and north-west face of the
hill.
Tlie Fourth Michigan and First Tennessee advanced,
dismounted, through the fields, crossed Dry Run, and
occupied the base of the hill, A\iiile the Seventh Pennsylvania, led by Colonel Sipes, in folloAving rapidly a
force of mounted men, on the road Avere seen in imminent danger of being draAvn into a position Avhere a bend
in the road, at the crossing of the run, exposed them to a
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raking flank fire from the force posted in ambush. Minty, noticing this, dispatched Lieutenant Yale to halt Sipes
and have him deploy on the left of the pike. The advance of the Seventh was, however, so rapid, the rebel
ambush not being seen by him, that before it was possible
to reach the colonel, the rebel force, of about fifteen hundred rifles, rose up and delivered their fire full on the
flank and not more than one hundred and fifty yards
from the column. Lieutenant Colonel Sipes had his
horse shot dead, and his clothes pierced in four places by
their bullets, two men were killed and four wounded,
and more than one half the men had bullet holes through
their clothing.
After firing their volley, the rebels retreated on a run
to their main body on Snow Hill. The Seventh immediately deployed and followed in rapid pursuit until
checked by the fire from the batteries on the hillside.
Minty now deployed the Tenth Ohio and advanced
them up the hill on both sides of the pike; placed the
artillery in position, shelling the rebel batteries on the
hill; and with the remaining regiments moved up Dry
Run, turning the rebel left, in order to cut off their retreat. Morgan, however, retreated before the road could
*be reached, and it being now quite dark, escaped with
comparative slight loss. Minty camped that night at
Liberty, and resuming the pursuit next day drove Morgan to Sparta, there, re-assembling his command, moved
to Alexandria, from whence he sent the Fourth Michigan
and Seventh Pennsylvania across the country to Beard's
Mill by way of Statesville ; while, with the First Middle
Tennessee, Tenth Ohio, and the artillery, he moved to
Lebanon, and thence to Beard's Mill, and, rejoining the
other regiments, camped for the night, and on the next
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day, the 16th, marched to Murfreesboro', Avhere he arrived about 8, p. M.
In this expedition, the brigade lost two men killed and
three wounded in the Seventh Pennsylvania, and one
in the Fourth Mii higan. The rebel loss, besides the unknoAvn wounded, was seventeen killed and forty-eight
captured at SnoAV H i l l ; seven captured by the Seventh
Pennsylvania near Statesville, and ten cai)tured by the
Tenth Ohio at Lebanon; or a total of eighty-tAvo. The
rebel force engaged Avas t h a t which had attacked Colonel
Hall, at Milton, on the 20tli of March, and numbered two
thousand two hundred and fifty men, Avith six pieces of
artillery. The incident of the expedition Avas the remarkable escape of the Seventh Pennsylvania from serious loss,
when ambushed at the beginning of the fight.
On April 19, the brigade led the advance of the Fifth
division. Fourteenth army coi-ps, commanded by Major
General Reynolds, in an expedition against McMinnviUe ;
reaching and camping at Readyville that night. N e x t
morning, Minty was assigned to the command of the expeditionary force of the Second cavalry division, consisting of parts of the First, Second, and Third brigades, and
taking the advance of the Avhole force, camped that night
at Woodbury, after thoroughly scouting the country in
every direction.
At 2 o'clock, on the morning of the 21st, Minty sent
Colonel Long, with the Second brigade, four hundred and
eighteen men, to move liy Avay of Jackson, and seize the
Manchester and McMinnville railroad at or near Morrison's, as soon after half past ten o'clock as jiossible. This
work Avas Avell and faithfully done ; the road, Avitli the station destroyed ; a loccmiotive and train of cars ca{)tured ;
a large quantity of bacon and other conimissaPj' stores
taken ; one hundred and fifty men, of the First and
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Second Middle Tennessee, who had been taken prisoners
at Carthage, on the 18th, re-captured, and one hundred
and twenty-five of the enemy taken prisoners and brought
in ; all without loss.
At 3, A. M., Minty, with the First and Third brigades,
marched for McMinnville. When about two miles from
that place, he sent the Fourth Michigan and First Middle Tennessee, under Lieutenant Colonel Park, to occupy
the Smith ville road, and attack from tliat direction ; and,
with the remainder of the cavalry, moved on McMinnville. The advance guard, consisting of two companies
of the Seventh Pennsylvania, under Lieutenant Heber S.
Thompson, met the rebel pickets about a mile and a half
from the place, and immediately drove them into the
tovm. Captain Jennings, commanding the Seventh Pennsylvania, was then ordered to form in with the advance,
and the whole, under his command, to charge the enemy,^
numbering about six hundred cavalry and one hundred
and fifteen infantry, as a provost guard, who occupied the
town. The Second Kentucky and Forty-first Alabama, infantry, had left a short time before in charge of a wagon
train.
The charge of the Seventh Pennsylvania was successful, the rebel cavalry fled and scattered all through the
country, the provost guard was captured, and the
Seventh, without a halt, pushed forward in rapid pursuit
of the wagon train and infantry, on the Sparta road. At
the river, about eight miles out, the train was overtaken,
and before it could be crossed, three wagons and seventyfive of the guard captured. In the charge on and through
the town, a short distance out on the Sparta road. Corporal Edward Shutt, company F, Seventh Pennsylvania,
killed Lieutenant Colonel Martin, of Johnson's Kentucky
cavalry, Avith a single stroke of the saber, in a desperate
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hand-to hand encounter. Major Dick .McCann Avas desperattiy woiiiuled and unhorsed by Sergeant .John Williams, by a saber stroke across the face, and by him captured.
Colonel Park, Avith the Fourth Michigan and First Midille Tennessee, moveil down the railroad about two miles
to a bridge. The Fourth Michigan, under Major Mix,
burnt the bridge, captured a great quantity of camp and
garrison equipage,-and destroyed a large amount of quartermaster's stores and bacon ; then, after moving to
Morrison, and finding that Colonel Long had accomplished the Avork there, returned to the bridge and bivouacked for the night, having captured two captains and
twenty men.
Minty camped during the night on the outskirts AA-est
of McMinnville, after sending details which thoroughly
destroyed the railroad for many miles, burned the railroad buildings, destroyed a large factory used in making
(ioth for the rebel army, together Avitli all the quartermaster's and commissary stores in the place.
On the 22(1, he moved to and occupied Snow Hill,
where he camped about dark ; strong pickets of the
enemy being found at the mouth of Dry run. Marching,
on the morning of the 23d, it Avas found that the rebels
had been AvithdraAvn during the night in the direction of
Liberty, where they boasted they would receive us, but
on arriving at that place he found the meeting adjourned,
according to the reports of litizens, to the junction of the
Auburn and Alexander pikes ; but, Avlien the junction
Avas reached, word was received that they boasted of their
intention and ability to give battle at Alexandria, and,
on taking possession of Ale.xandria, late that night, the
garrison Avas found to consist of four men, Avho Avere
taken prisoners. The force chased that day AA-as five of
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the crack brigades of the rebel cavalry, commanded respectively by Wheeler, commanding the whole force ;
Wharton, of Forrest's division, Morrison, Clem, and
Duke. From Alexandria, when they found we were
moving on them, they retreated rapidly toward Lancaster, and took shelter behind the fortified infantry
lines near Manchester. Minty camped three miles west
of Alexandria until the morning of the 25th, when he
marched to Murfreesboro', camping at Cainsville, and
reached Murfreesboro' at 3, P. M., the 26th, having
marched three hundred and twenty-eight miles.
By this expedition, the effort to establish the right
wing of Bragg's army at McMinnville was frustrated,
his depots and supplies destroyed, and over five hundred
prisoners captured, Minty having brought in with him
one hundred and thirty, besides those captured by the
Seventh Pennsylvania, in McMinnville, and by Colonel
Long, at Morrison's, which had been turned over to General Reynolds; the right flank of Bragg's army was
turned and his best cavalry driven out of the country to
shelter behind his entrenchments.
The division also captured one hundred and forty-five
horses, twelve mules, and three wagons, and killed two
lieutenant colonels and one hundred and thirty officers
and men. Its total loss was five men killed and three
wounded.
The force under Minty's command in this expedition
was:
Fourth United States cavalry. Captain E. Ottis, commanding.
First Brigade—Lieutenant Colonel Parle, Fourth Michigan, commanding.
Fourth Michigan cavalry. Major Frank W Mix, commanding ; Seventh Pennsylvania cavalry. Captain W H.
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Jennings, commanding ; First Middle Tennessee, Lieutenant Colonel (ralbraith, commanding; First section,
First Ohio artillery. Lieutenant NeAvall, commanding.
Second Bri;/(tde—Colonel Eli Long,
manding.

Fourth

Ohio, com-

Third Ohio cavalry, Lieutenant Colonel Douglass Murray, commanding ; Fourth Ohio cavalry. Lieutenant Colonel Robie, commanding.
Third

Brigade—Colonel

Ray, Second
manding.

Tennessee,

com-

Second East Tennessee, Lieutenant Colonel Cook, commanding ; Third East Tennessee ; Fourth Middle Tennessee.
The force under Colonel Long, Avhich captured Morrison, consisted of his own brigjide and one company, First
Middle Tennessee, and numbered four hundred and
eighteen officers and men.
The following officers and men were honorably mentioned in official reports, and complimented in general orders for distinguished services and gallant conduct in the
expedition :
• • Colonel R. H. Minty, commanding cavalry ; Major
F r a n k W Mix, commanding Fourth Michigan cavalry ;
Cajitain W H. Jennings, commanding Seventh Pennsylvania cavalry ; Lieutenant Colonel Douglass Alex. Murray, commanding Tliird Ohio, for the signal ability dis])layed in handling their respective commands, and for
gallantry in the pieseiice of the enemy
''Lieutenant Heber S. Thompson, Seventh Penn.sylvania cavalry, for gjillant conduct in the (harge and services in command of the advance guard. "
••Sergeant John Wdlianis, conqiany F, Seventh Penn-
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sylvania, for wounding and capturing Major Dick McCann, in a hand-to-hand conflict. ''
"Corporal Edward Shutt, company F, Seventh Pennsylvania, for gi'eat gallantry in killing Lieutenant Colonel Martin, in single-handed saber contest." -Corporal
Shutt was also recommended to the notice of Congress,
and received a medal for '' special gallantry. " He was
likewise subsequently promoted to a lieutenancy in the
regiment, and was honorably discharged in August, 1865.
The capture and subsequent escape of Major Dick McCann gave rise to some conflicting statements. The following are the facts :
" When Lieutenant Thompson, with the advance guard,
was ordered to charge, Lieutenant Yale, temporarily Acting Assistant Adjutant General, obtained permission to
accompany him. After entering the town, a short halt
occurred, when, the Seventh Pennsylvania coming up, the
lieutenant, by direction of Captain Jennings, took command of company M, and led it in close pursuit of a body
of rebels, out a side street leading to the Sparta road;
two men, of company F, were slightly in advance. When
about a square and a half down the street, a rebel officer
was seen to run out of a house, mount, and dash away.
The boys of the Seventh were rapidly gaining on him,
when another officer appeared from a side street, and,
halting, threw up his hands, exclaiming, "Don't strike
me, I surrender—I am General Morgan." One of the men
answered, " The h—1 ye are, I'll Morgan ye," and struck
him a terrific blow across the face, laying open the flesh
diagonally from the left side of the forehead to the right
side of the chin ; at the same instant, the other F company man struck him from the other side, inflicting a
similar wound from the right of the forehead to the left
of the chin; the first one then raised his saber for a front
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cut on the head, Avliic h Avould have killed him ; but as the
sal)er descended. Lieutenant V:ile caught it on his saber
and turned it aside, remarking, " T h i s man has surrendered 1 will not see him ])utclieie(l—folloAv in pursuit of
tho>e not yet captured." P u t t i n g the (»fflcer in charge of
a member of company M, he followed rapidly in the juir
suit.
In the evening he AA-US informed that a wounded officer,
a prisoner, Avished to see him, and AA-as much surprised to
recognize Major Dick McCann, AVIIC), a year befort\ at
Galatin, had, Avliile temporarily in command of Morgan s
camp, the lieutenant btiiig then AA-ounded, and a prisoner,
paroled him. McCann expressed himself as under obligations to the lieutenant for saving his life at the time of
his cajiture, and the lieutenant had the brigade surgeon
sent for and the major's Avounds—tAvo frightful gashes
across the face—dressed, and relating the favor extended
to him at Galatin, secured from Colonel Minty a promise
that McCann should be paroled at the earliest possible
day
McCann was not, hoAAever, informed of this at once,
and t h a t night effected his escape.
Telling the guard, a member of the Fourth United
States cavalry, that his Avounds Ave re very painful, he got
permission to lie under a Avagon just outside the guard's
beat, and when the next guard came on, managed to
craAvl off into the bushes and escape. The fact that Lieutenant Yale knew and had spoken to him caused some of
the officers to suspect that the lieutenant Avas in some
AA-ay privy to his disai)])eai-ance, but an investigation established These facts, and fully exonerated him.
The man who struck McCann first Avas Sergeant James
Williams, to Avliom Avas aAvarded the honor of his capture. It AA-as General .lolin Moigan himself who the
lieutenant and his men Avere rapidly overhauling, and
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whose capture was imminent, when McCann voluntarily
sacrificed himself to save his chief. McCann was killed
in 1864, near Nashville, while recruiting, his camp being
surprised and most of the recruits captured.
On the 24th of April, Captain R. Burns, Acting Assistant Adjutant General of the brigade, having reported
from sick furlough, and resumed his position, Lieutenant
Yale was relieved, and rejoined his regiment, the brigade, field and staff, now being : Colonel R. H. G. Minty,
Fourth Michigan, commanding; Captain R. Burns,
Fourth Michigan, Acting Assistant Adjutant General;
Lieutenant E. T. Owen, Fourth Michigan, Inspector;
Captain J. W Mann, Fourth Michigan, Provost Marshal;
Lieutenant Bernard Reilly, Seventh Pennsylvania, Topographical Engineer ; Surgeon G. W Fish, Fourth Michigan.
The brigade was still the First brigade. Second cavalry
division, and, as now constituted, consisted of : Fourth
United States cavalry, Captain Ottis, commanding ;
Seventh Pennsylvania, Lieutenant Colonel William B.
Sipes, commanding ; Fourth Michigan, Lieutenant Colonel Park, commanding ; Third Indiana, Lieutenant Colonel Kline, commanding ; Third Kentucky, Colonel Eli
Murray, commanding ; First Middle Tennessee, Lieutenant Colonel Galbraith commanding ; battery D, First Ohio
artillery, Lieutenant Newall, commanding. It mustered
two thousand seven hundred effectives, mounted and
equipped for duty
On the evening of May 21st, under orders from Division
Headquarters, Minty moved, with his brigade, to which
the Fourth United States had now been permanently attached, out the Salem pike, and, taking the advance of
the division, with the Fourth United States, under Captain Mclntyre, in the extreme advance, marched rapidly
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towards Middleton. After a steady, all-night march, he ap])roaciied Middleton about daylight, and, learning from a
guide the road to the enemy's cam}), pushed on through
the woods, over a by-Avay Avliich led, as Avas sujiposed, to
it. In the darkness and uncertainty of strange and unknown roads, the general commanding had badly scattered the different regiments, so that, on striking the
rebel pickets, Minty found but a few of the Fourth United
States, comjianies D and I, under Lieutenant Ottis, Avith
him. Sending Avord to General Turchin, commanding,
t h a t he had found the camp, the Fourth Michigan soon
came up, and w ere sent, under Lieutenant Colonel Park,
to the right of the Fourth United States. Colonel P a r k
and Lieutenant Ottis advancing, skirmishing began at
once, and the rebels were driven out of their camp, and
several hundred yards beyond it. The enemy now formed
a line of battle on the opposite side of a large field, on
the edge of a piece of Avoods. Colonel P a r k dismounted
the Fourth Michigan, the Fourth United States not having
advanced beyond the camp, and opened a brisk fire,
Avliich, for a time, was sharjaly replied to, but, on a determined advance of the regiment, the rebels broke, abandoning their artillery, and scattered into the woods in
every direction.
This camp at Middleton, being in the midst and within
easy supporting distance of a full corps of Bragg's army,
was not intended to be occupied by us for any length of
time ; hence, the general, finding the enemy rallying, destroyed the captured garrison, equipage, tents, baggage,
etc., disabled the guns. blcAv up the caissons and ammunition Avagons, collected the prisoners, and commenced his
return march, under a heavy skinnishing fire from almost
every direction.
Minty, Avith his brigade, formed the rear guard, and
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the general dii'ected him to foi-m an ambush, re])(i the
X)ursnii of the eiieniA' and follow the command. The ambush, composed oT the Koiii'th Michigan, Avas successfully
formed, the enemy, se\-erely ])unislied, and the pursuit
elfectiially stojix^'d- When the brigade r(;turm'd to MuriiveslM»]•()', arriving in cainxi about, dai-k. It ca]ttured
four hundred horses, one jiiece of artillery brought in,
three disabled, five commissioned officers, and one hun
dred and five men, a Avagon-load of ammunition brought
in. and one stand of colors ; it destroyed, besides the artillery one hundred and fifty tents, four caissons, five
Avagoiis. and nearly fifteen hundred stand of arms.
The stand of colors, that of the First Alabama, AA^as
cax)tui'ed by Sergeant Major Clark and Privates "Wilcox
and Parker, of the Fourth Michigan, and Avas afterAvards
Xnese^nteil by Colonel Minty " t o the x:>eox:)le of Michigan,''
in accordance Avith a resolution adopted by the regiment.
Lieutenant EdAvard Tucker, of the Fourth Michigan,
and Lieutenant Ottis, of the Fourth United States, Avere
AA'ounded. Private Racine, of company A, Fourth INlicliiffan, Avas severeh' Avounded in the breast, being shot
tlirougii the right lung by a. reljel, AAiio rushed on him,
calling out to him to surrender, instead of Avhich, the
brave little felloAv, about sixteen years old, raised his carl)ine and shot the rebel dead. W h e n Dr. Fish AA'as dressing his Avoiind, he gasped out, '• Just think, doctor, the
fiiloAv had tlie imxtudence to ask me to surrender !"
Tile casualties Avere : Fourth United States, (me officer
and on<^ man Avounded, and four cax)tured ; in Fourth
^Michiu'an. one officer and two men Avounded. Total, two
ofhccrs and seven men.
S])ecia] honorable mention Avas mad(^ in the official re])0]1s oi' brigade and division commanders of the I'olloAVing :
11
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•'Lieutenant O'Connell, Fourth United Stab's cavalry,
for the very gallant manner in Avhicli his squadron drove
the enemy from both their camps. "
"Sergeant Owens, Corporal J. Bartlett, Privates C.
Smith and J. Rogers, of company K, Corporal J. Miltch,
of ('(mipany E, Fourth United States cavalry, and Private
J. N Royce, company (f, Third Indiana cavalry, Avho
distinguished themsidves by capturing and bringing iu the
jiiece of artillery. "
" Seigeant Major Clark and Privates Wilcox and Baker,
of Fourth Michigan, for capturing the standard of the
First Alabama cavalry, and who captured, at the same
time, a Avagonand three prisoners. "
The number of killed and wounded of the enemy was
one hundred and eighteen, although Colonel Minty does
not report them, as he Avas not in chief command.
This victory, though brilliant, was not so decisive in its
results as it should have been, or could easily have been
made, had aU the forces moved forward to the work after
the enemy had been driven out of their camps. Several
thousand prisoners could have been secured by prompt
action.
On the 3d of June, Forrest and Wheeler, moving in
from the rebel left flank, advanced with Breckenridge's
division, and made a demonstration on the pickets and
outposts in front of Murfreesboro', from Triune t o the
Manchester pike. On the latter road, a determinetl attack Avas made on the outpost commanded by Lieutenant
Getty, of the Seventh Pennsyhania. After skirmishing
until near noon, the attack Avas repulsed, Avith considerable loss to the enemy, Lieutenant Getty holding his position.
A like attack was made on the outpost picket on the
Wartrace road, near the residence of Colonel Norman ;
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Lieutenant Yale, of Seventh Pennsylvania, being there in
command. At this place, the whole reserve picket was
engaged, the rebels making determined efforts to cross
Stone's river. About 8, A. M., they opened with artillery,
and Colonel Minty sent the Fourth Michigan, under Lieutenant Colonel Park, to support the pickets, while the
Seventh Pennsylvania and Third Indiana were sent out on
the Manchester road, with directions to repel any attack
there, and, if possible, to move round from that road to
the right, and strike the attacking force on the Wartrace
road in the flank.
The rebels, after several repulses, succeeded in crossing
Stone's river, with considerable force on the Wartrace
road, and Colonel Park being pressed, the artillery, under
Lieutenant Newall, was sent out. Colonel Minty arrived
soon after, with the Fourth United States, when the artillery opened fire, and the skirmishers of the Seventh Pennsylvania and Third Indiana appearing on the flank, the
Fourth Michigan was pushed forward, and drove the
enemy across the river to Colonel Norman's buildings;
from which position they were dispersed by well-directed
shells dropped among them; two of their guns being disabled.
The brigade now assumed the offensive, crossed the
river and drove the enemy across the country to the Shelbyville pike, down which they rapidly retreated. Minty
now directed that the buildings at Norman's place, as
well as the mill at the bridge be burned, which was
done ; and the brigade returned to camp late at night.
Information received proved the attack to have been
made by a brigade of cavalry, and one of infantry, supported by seven pieces of artillery. The rebels lo^t four
killed and twenty wounded, and had two of their guns
disabled. The only casualty, in the brigade, was Private
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("loonan. Fourth Mi(liigan, Avounded by a shell, and one
man of the Seventh Pennsylvania killed on the .Manchester pike.
On the loth of June, a report having been received that
strong columns of the enemy Avere moving from the direction of Middleton toAvard Triune, Minty Avas ordered
to move at:{, .v. M., and ascertain the truth. At the hour
named, he marched out the Salem road, arriving at the
Salem bridge at -1. .v. AI., from AAlience he sent the Third
Indiana, under Colonel Kline, AAith the Fourtli Mi( higan,
to scout in the direction of Middleton ; and moved himself, with the Sev«Mitli PennsylA-ania and Fourth United
States, toward \'ersailles. Colonel Sipes commanding the
Seventh Pennsylvania, met the rebel pickets half a mile
from the latter place and drove them, about IAVO hundred
in number, three miles beyond the toAvu. Minty nowfinding that there Avas no foi-ce at Eaglesville, nor any
movement of the enemy in force, returned to camp, arriving at 1, p. M.
Lieutenant Colonel Kline drove in the rebel pick(^ts at
Middleton, and learning that there Avas no columns or
other force of the enemy in motion, rejoined the command at Salem, and AAith it returned to camp. Colonel
Frank Jackson, c(mscript officer at Yersailles, Avas captured and brought in.
On the ir)tli, Minty moA-ed Avith the Fourth Michigan.
Fourth United States, Seventh Pennsylvania, and Fifth
loAva c a v a l r y ^ t h e latter regiment having been attached
to the brigade about the 1st of June—out the Lebanon
road to Stone's river, Avliere In^ halted, at Black's ci'ossroad, until lo, p M.; intending to reach Lebanon about
daylight, and surpiise Duke's bricnide leported there.
(Ml arriving ;it Lebanon, lioAA-eA-er, he learned that Duke
had fallen back about dark on the lijth, tOAvard A h x a n -
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dria. The command was promptly moved out the Alexandria pike to Spring Creek, five miles distant, where a
halt was ordered to water and feed the horses. During
the halt Duke attacked, with about three hundred men,
drove in the pickets and for a little while kept up quite
an animated skirmish ; withdrawing, however, on Minty's
resuming the march.
Colonel Sipes, with the Seventh Pennsylvania, moved
in column across the fields on the right, and Major Mix,
with the Fourth Michigan on the left, while the Fourth
United States, in the advance, and Fifth Iowa in reserve,
moved in column on the road ; with a battalion of Third
Indiana, as rear guard. The rebels fell back, fighting
stubbornly until near Shoop's Spring, when Lieutenant
O'Connel, Fourth United States, commanding the advance, charged, and drove them rapidly from their position, to the junction of the road, leading from the Spring
to Beard's Mill, which, being a good position, was selected by Minty as a camping ground ; but the entire absence of forage compelled a further advance. The march
was resumed and fight continued to Walters' mill, when,
having marched fifty-six miles, a halt in line of battle
was ordered.
Strong detachments were sent out two miles toAvard
Alexandria, under Lieutenant Colonel Sipes, consisting
of the Seventh Pennsylvania and two companies of the
Fifth Iowa, and another to the right, under Colonel Kline ;
while a heavy line of skirmishers encircled the bivouac.
It soon became known to Minty that Morgan, with four
thousand men and twelve pieces of artillery, w^as at Alexandria, but four miles distant, and an almost constant
skirmish was maintained in front and on both flanks.
Colonel Sipes returned about 7, p. M., with information
that Morgan was advancing in force, and immediately
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afterward he oi^ened Avith artillery The Fourth Michigan, under Major Mix, Avas deployed to the front, and,
after an hour's skirmishing, the leliels withdreAv their
artillery, but maintained their skirmishers in position
while heavy columns Avere moved around on eaiii flank.
Minty held his position until 9, p. M., when, having fed,
watered, and rested the hoi*ses, he withdreAv, by Avay of
the cross-road from Shoop's Spring, to Beard's Mill,
Avliere he arrived at 2, A. M., and camped for the balance
of the night.
While the brigade was resting at Walters' Mill, the
owner of the mill, a strong Union man, showed great conceiii and unea.sine.ss. Colonel Minty, remarking his manner, Avalked sloAvly past him, when he said, eagerly, but
Avithout looking at the colonel: " My God, colonel, what
are you d o i n g T ' The colonel replied: " F e e d i n g the
horses." AYalters added : " D o n ' t you know that Morgan, with four thousand men and eighteen pieces of artillery, is less than four miles from y o u ? " About this
time an officer came in AAith a note from Major Mix, who
stated : "A Union man just informed me that he overheard
Colonel Basil Duke send the folloAving message to General
Morgan : ' Rush a strong column u p each side of the valley, so as to get in rear of enemy I know the exact force
of the Yankees, and Ave can take in every man of them.' "
At 6.30, .\. M., of the 20th, the march was resumed for
Murfreesboro', AAliere Minty arrived at about 5, p. M.
The rear guard from Beard's Mill to Murfreesboro' was
commanded by Captain C. C. Davis, AA-1IO skirmished Avith
the rebel advance at Beard's Mill, and for about a mile
after leaving that jilace The march was one hundred
and five miles. The casualties w-ere one man of the
Seventh Pennsylvania and one of the Fifth Iowa killed.
It AA-as not intended, on leaving camp on the 18th, to go
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beyond Lebanon, and the brigade being without artillery,
and the horses badly fagged by the long march of fiftysix miles, Minty, knoAving he was outnumbered tliiee to
one, Avas certainly justified by eviuy consideration of a
jirudent regard for the safety of his command, and the
lives of his men, in declining to fight at such disadvantage, yet still the author believes now, twenty years after
the event, as he did on the field, that a vigorous attack at
8, p. M., after the three hours' rest, would have resulted in
the defeat of Morgan at that time and place, and saved the
humiliation and destruction of property, inflicted by the
raid into Kentucky, Indiana, and Ohio, upon which he w-as
then on the point of starting. Morgan did not want to
figlit, and none of his command, except Duke's brigade,
Avere Avortli a cent, most of them, being only desirous of
getting safely into Kentucky, beyond the reach of our organized cavalry, would not have been likely to have offered
a very desperate resistance; while Minty's men, knowing,
as every one of them did, that they were pitted against
large odds, would have been nerved to almost superhuman efforts. The decisive consideration, however, with
the colonel was that General Rosecrans, being on the eve
of an advance against Bragg, had cautioned all his cavalry
officers not to risk the serious crippling of their forces in
any minor encounter, and Minty's prudence was highly
satisfactory to both General Rosecrans and General
Stanlev-

CHAPTER XII.
JUNE 23 TO JULY 30.
.VDVANCE OF TIIK ARMY ON TULLAUOMA—BATTLE OF SHELBYVILLE—GREAT
CiiAKdK (iK ( .vPTAiN C. C. DAVIS—BATTLK NEAR SCULL CREEK B R I D G E —
INCIIIENTS—FiGiiT ON .MANCHESTER

ROAD—CAPTURE

OF TULLAUOMA—

GALLANT CUNIUCT OF THE SECOND BRIGADE AT E L K R I V E R — S O M E L E S -

SER FoKS.
" .Vldnsr the track of years, Avhat mem'rics lie I
To .-^t.irt when comrades grasp. Your hearts enlarge
Ajrain, from dreams of home you wake at morn,
To hear tlie bugle toue.s' shrill sound. 'Forward,' ' Charge !'
And through the startled .streets of Shelbyville,
Resounding hoofs and clash of arms keep time ;
AVho recks of danger, in the mad'ning rush ?
To meet the foe is glory—so to die sublime ! "
—Miss Zatae Longsdorff, Carlisle, Pa.

ATE in the evening of J u n e 23, 1863, sealed
orders were issued b y General Rosecrans to
the different army corps, to hold themselves
in readiness to move t h e next morning, with two days'
cooked rations in haversacks, and five days' uncooked,
AAith tAventy days' rations of hard bread, coffee, sugar and
salt, in Avagons; all tents and extra baggage to be
packed and left in store ; the transportation to be reduced to one AA-agon to a regiment; all extra Avagons to
be placed in charge of a corps Avagou-niaster, loaded AAith
ammunition and subsistenc(^ and the troops to move in
lightest Jiossible marching order.
These orders, (dearly fore.sliadoAving a forA\-ard nioA'cment, proclaimed to the AA-IIOIC anny that the long period
of comparative inactivity Avas at an end, and that, Avhile
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Grant Avas knocking at the gates of \icksl)nrg, and the
army of the Poiomac groping its Avay, in doid)t and un(vntainty, in pursuit of the relxd ai'iny invading Maiyland and Pennsylvania, tlu^ army of the Cumbei-land
AA'as to echo, from the mountains of 'I'ennessee, its piotest
against tln^ rel)elli()n, and join in the grand thunder-laden
battle strain, circling from the banks of the Mississippi,
at Port Hudson, to the banks of the Susquehanna, at
Columbia, Pa.
A brief description of the topography of the country
betAveen Murfreesboro' and the Duck river, Avitli the positi( >n of the rebel army, is necessary to a proper appreciation of the campaign. Radiating from Murfreesboro', as
the spokes from the hub of a Avheel, are nine good turnpike roads, the most important of which, in this movement,
a r e : That leading directly south to Shelbyville and
Duck river, the distance being tAventy-two miles ; that
leading eastward to Beach Grove, eighteen miles distant,
from AAiience " d i r t r o a d s " lead east to Manchester and
south-east to TuUahoma ; and that leading north-eastAA^ard
to ]\IcMinnville, distant about forty-five miles.
On tliese roads and vicinity, the grand divisions of the
army lay encamped, with the " e y e s of the army, " the cavalry, under Major General D. S. Stanley, covering the
front, south, and east, serving as grand guard and vidette.
Standing on a low hill a feAv miles south of Murfreesboro" , and looking south and east, you behold an immense undulating meadow stretching south eight, and
south-east and east, ten to twelve miles ; ribboned Avith
numerous silvery streams. Beyond this nieadoAV, and
bounding the southei'u and eastern horizon, rises a range
of rr)cky, Avoodf.^d hills, Avith st(^ep and jirecipiious sides
on th(^ north and Avest, and a gradual slojie on the south
and east.
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In this range of hills are three principal gaps, through
Avhich only an army ajiproaching from the north or A\-est
can debouch, viz : Hoover's, on the east, in front of TuUahoma and Manchester; Wood's, also called Liberty Gap,
on the s(uitli-east, slightly to the south of Beach GroA-e,
and in front of Fosterville ; and Guy's, on the south, in
front of Shelbyville. Beyond these hills a Avooded, broken
country, Avhose chief productions seemed to be " B l a c k
Jack •' and quicksand, extends to the banks of the Duck
river, ten miles distant.
The Duck river describes an irregular arc, floAving from
Manchester by TuUahoma, Fosterville, Shelbyville, and
Columbia, at an average distance of thirty miles from
Murfreesboro', and is distinguished for its deep bed and
rocky sides; in fact, it runs nearly the whole distance
through a rocky gorge from twenty to fifty feet deep, and
from two hundred to three hundred yards wide. Beyond
Duck river an open, upland, rolling, farming country,
abounding in immense cotton plantations, extends to the
foot of the Cumberland mountains, and through this
flows the Elk river, after the Cumberland, the most considerable stream in Middle Tennessee.
The rebel army, under Bragg, had two immense fortified camps: one for their right, at TuUahoma, and the
other for their left, at ShelbyAille, with outlying divisions occupying intrenched positions at Manchester and
Columbia. TuUahoma and ShelbyvUle were connected
by an almost continuous curtain of breast-works, thirtyfive miles in length, along the banks of the Duck ri\'er.
This was their reserve position, their real line of battle
being the range of wooded hills first alluded to ; the gaps
through which were held by them, and strongly fortified.
Three plans present themselves by which the rebel
army may be attacked, \Aith reasonable chances of sue-
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cess. First, for Rosecrans to tlirow his army, liy rax)id
movements to the left, on the McMinnville p i k e ; then
l>i\-oting on Woodbury, Avlieel to the right, occupying
Manchest(M', and attacking TuUahoma from the north and
east. This plan AA'as open to the serious objection of uncovering the approachi^s to Nashville and the real-; by Avay
of Columbia and Franklin ; a good road tlirougii an open
country, extending from the former place, by Avhicli Nashville could have been seized before the army of Rosecrans
could reach it, Avhen once beyond Woodbury
A second, to concentrate the army between Triune and
Franklin, and pivoting on or near Unionville, cross the
Duck river liy the tAvo bridges near that place, turn Shelbyville on the right, and attack it from the west; this A\-as
open to the danger of a counter movement by Bragg on
Murfreesboro', and the difficulty of moving an army
through the country south of Duck river.
The third, to advance, in heavy columns of attack,
southAvard on the Shelbyville pike, demonstrating heavily
against Guy's Gap, occupy Middleton and Unionville on
the light, thus forcing Bragg to concentrate on his left,
until he had so Aveakened the force defending Hoover's and
Wood" s (or Liberty) Gaps, that by a rapid extension of the
left, they could be carried. This plan, though open to the
objection of causing Rosecrans to maneuver his Avhole
army in the valley or meadow, in plain view of the rebels,
Avas adopted ; and, but for the unexpected and unprecedented rainfall, Avould have proved a most magnificent
success.
It may, X)erhai)s, intt^rest some whose idea of a soldier's
life is tliat it Avas a constant round of Avearisome marches
and sanguinary battle-fields, to view the scenes of his canvas home and life in AAiiat was called a pernianeut camp ;
in any case, it Avill revive pleasant rec(jl]<-ctions andasso-
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ciations, to have again picsented to the mental vision of
the •'ol(.l'' veteran a pictuitM)!' hiscampat .Murfreesboro
on the evening of .lune 23, 1S(;3.
Standing on a knoll, midway btiween the Sluibyville
and .Manchester pikes, the observer sees, all around him,
as far as the eye can carry on every road, a sea of canvas,
almost hidden, however, in the mass of cedars and ever
greens Avhich the busy industry of tlie " b o y s " have
brought to camj), and Avrought into a thou.sand picturestpie booths and sunimer-liou.se pavilions.
In the center of eaiii division e.xteiids a grand aAenue,
one hundred feet in Avidtli, flanked on either side with
stahvart cedars ; Avliile, at each end, a gigantic arch is
si)rung, from Avliich, w^oven in evergreens and forest
( reepers, hangs the name of tlu^ division commander, and
the number and designation of the division. A t regular
intervals, down this avenue, and at right angles Avitli it,
are similar ones for eaiii brigade, Avith the name of the
l)rigade commander and its number pendant from an
arch a t its entrance ; and, from this brigade avenue, at
right angles therewith, the regimental street is laid, on
which, in regular order, t h e company quarters are
pitched.
AU the regimental and company streets are roofed Avith
evergreens ; this forming a clean, delightful booth in
every street. N o dirt or offal is to be seen in street or
tent, but each man's ••traps and k i t " are ke])t packed,
and ready for instant u.se.
So stood the cam]) of the Army of the Cumberland on
the morning of J u n e 24, but, at t! o'clock, the scene Avas
changed, as by tln^ Avand of a magi( iau. .Vt that hour,
the clear, sharp ton»^s of the luigle, from head-quaiters,
cut the air, sounding the call of ••strike your tents,''
and, ere the echo h a d died away, every tent was doAvn,
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and quickly packed and loaded on the waiting teams ; to
be seen no more by any of that army for many weary
months, and, by thousands, to be never again entered.
At 6.30, or in just thirty minutes from the bugle-call
noted, the whole army stood, stripped to light marching
order, marshaled in three magnificent columns, facing
southward, near the Shelbyville pike. The advance was
sounded, and sixty-eight thousand men moved over the
hills, and descended into the meadow-like valley in front
of Guy's Gap.
At the moment the army marched, Minty moved out the
Manchester pike at the head of his brigade, numbering,
by actual count, two thousand five hundred and twentytwo officers and men; but on arriving at Cripple creek,
about 11, A. M., he received an order from General Stanley, directing him to return to Murfreesboro', and move
from thence on the Salem pike and support General Mitchel, commanding the First cavalry division, who was reported to be heavily engaged near Middleton. Promptly
countermarching, he passed through Murfreesboro,' about
2, P. M., and reached General Mitchel, about 5, P. M., near
Middleton, having passed from the extreme left to the extreme right of the army. It rained heavily from 2, p, M.
until night, and the fighting ceased about 4, p. M. , by the
rebels withdrawing from Mitchel's front.
On the 25th, Minty moved his brigade, in midst of
furious thunder showers, through the fields across the
country to the Shelbyville pike, skirmishing aU day on
the right flank, and camped at Christianna. Late in the
evening, the Fourth United States cavalry picket on the
Shelbyville pike was attacked and driven in; but after a
sharp fight, the rebels were repulsed by the Fifth Iowa
and Fourth Michigan, who pursued them into Guy's Gap.
During this day, the army had taken distance consider-
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ably to the left; the right of the infantry UOAV resting in
front of Guy's Gap, a short distance east of the Shelby
ville l i k e .
On the 2()th, the brigade demonstrated heavily on the
right of McCook's corps in front of Guy's Gap, iiushing
the line Avell up to the foot of the range of hills. It
rained in continuous, heavy showers all day ; the Avhole
valley Avas cut and trampled into a lake of mud, through
Avliich the army sloAvly gained distance, along the base of
the hills toward the left; seriously threatening the while
both Guy's and Wood's Gaps. To meet these demonstiations, the rebels concentrated at these points, thus AA-eakening their defenses at Hoover's Gap, which Colonel Wilder iierceiving, dashed forward late that night with his
brigade of mounted infantry, routed the enemy, and seized
the entrance, and being promptly supported by Wood's
division, by the morning of the 27th, Hoover's Gap, from
end to end, Avas carried, and the Avay opened for turning
the rebel right.
Before Rosecrans dare, however, move his army through
it, the rebel force holding Guy's Gap and Shelbyville must
be defeated and driven off ; else his rear and depot of supplies at Murfreesboro' would be at the mercy of any hostile force advancing from the former place. To General
Stanley and the cavalry, was assigned the d u t y of crushing the rebel left at these places; and thus securing the
right and rear of the army.
Accordingly, on the morning of J u n e 27th, Stanley
marshaled the First division, under General Mitchel,
and Minty's brigade of the Second division, in all over
five thousand cavalry, in columns of attack in front of
Guy's Gap, on the Shelbyville pike.
Here Avas i)resented a scene of grand military i)ageantry,
as rare as it Avas inspiring. The sun, for a feAv hours af-
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ter rising, shone out clear and bright, reflecting in fuU
splendor the bright sabers and arms, and kissing the
flags, banners, and streamers, as a harbinger of victory.
A line of dismounted skirmishers nearly two miles in
length covered the front; two thousand mounted men
in columns of attack moved up the slope, on each side of
the road, while on the pike, in serried ranks, pressed forward nearly three thousand more, forming a compact column over three miles in length.
On approaching the crest of the Gap,*an unaccountable
delay occurred in the advance of the leading commands
of the First division ; so that, after two hours' steady
fighting, but half a mile was gained. Minty, whose position was in the rear, was raging like a chained lion at
the little progress made ; when an officer from General
Stanley's staff. Lieutenant Hutchins, of the Third United
States cavalry, arrived at the head of his column, and
saluting, said: "Colonel Minty, General Stanley requests you to move to the front; the brigade in the advance is so d
d slow, he cannot do anything with it. "
Minty, therefore, moved his brigade to the extremie front,
and, forming in column of fours on the pike, at the edge
of the skirmish line, obtained permission from General
Stanley to attempt a direct assault.
Moving up under a heavy fire of artillery and musketry
to within three hundred yards of the crest, he hastily
threw the Fourth United States into line on the right, the
ground being practicable, formed the First Middle Tennessee in column of fours, and ordered a saber charge.
The rebels declined to meet the onset and fled in wild confusion, artillery, mounted and dismounted men, all mixed
up together ; down the road, toward Shelbyville, and
Guy's Gap was Avon. The dismounted men sought to
escape by hiding in the bushes, but were mostly picked
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up b\- the regiments in the rear.

Lieutenant Colonel

( i a l b r a i t h , Avitli t h e Fiist .Middle Tennessee. folloAved t h e

mounted force on a run for three miles, clostdy supi)orted
bv the Fourth I nited States, Avheii he Avas brought to a
stand by the enemy ojieuing Avith artillery from an intrenchment. Minty closed up Avith the Seventh PennsylA-ania, Fourth Mil higan, and Third Indiana . and the
Seventh Pennsylvania, taking the advance, chaiged the
Avt)rk, Avithout deploying, carried it, and routed the enemy The pursuit Avas now pressed vigorously ; the Avliole
brigade tiiundering doAvn the pike at a sAA-e(^ping gallop ;
until a i)oiut about three miles from Shelbyville AAas
reaciuMl, Avhere the enemy, being UOAV strongly i-einforced, took slniter behind a long line of formidable intrenchments, consisting of earthAvorks, redans, and curtains ; protected liy an abatis, one hundred and fifty
yards wide, of fallen timber, AAith sharpened branches ;
and ojiened Avitli eight pieces of artillery
Minty now found hims(if, confronting the main line
of the intnuichmeiits and defenses of Shelbyville, and
believing, from the evidences of the i)revions flight, and
the statements of prisoners captured, that the attack AAas
unexi)ected, and the enemy unprepared for a vigorous resistance, and that the force consisted chieflA- of caA-alrv.
determined on an immediate assault. Sending Captain
C. C. Davis, AAith a battalion of the Seventh Pennsyh-ania, foi-AA-ard, dismounted, he dejjloyed the Fourth ^Michigan, under Major Frank Mix, about three fourths of u
mile to the risrlit, and, in like manner, the Third Indiana,
under Lieutenant Colonel Kline, to the left, directing
them ea( h to charge the intrenchments. lirought up the
remainder of the Seventh Pennsylvania, under Lieutenant Colonel Sip.'s. in column, sujjported by the Fourth
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United States, under Captain Mclntyre, and notified General Stanley of the situation and his intention.
Heavy firing now was heard on the right, showing that
the Fourth Michigan was advancing, and Minty, throw
ing the Seventh Pennsylvania and Fourth United States
into Une on each side of the road, ordered a saber charge ;
Captain Davis, at the same time, pushing forward his
dismounted men as skirmishers. Forcing their horses
through the tangled abatis as rapidly as possible, the intrenchments were reached ; when, believing it practicable to ride over them in certain places. Lieutenant Colonel Sipes sounded the charge, and, with the two battalions
of his regiment, dashed forward over the ditch and intrenchments, into the midst of the astonished enemySuch as could, mounted their horses and retreated rapidly,
as did the artillery, into Shelbyville. Many were, however, captured in the trenches. Major Mix, with the
Fourth Michigan, moved simultaneously on the extreme
right, and surmounted the works in like superb style
This was the first time in the history of the war, when
•strong lines of intrenchments, protected by an elaborate
abatis, ditch and parapet, were stormed and taken by cavalry in a mounted saber charge.
Lieutenant Heber S. Thompson led a charging column
of the Seventh Pennsylvania at the same time on the
road, where, re-laying the planks of a bridge over the
ditch, he entered the intrenchments a moment in advance
of the charging line. About three hundred prisoners were
taken in the trenches.
The rebels, being again re-inforced, formed on the outskirts of the town, in a field, behind a paUsade fence on
the left of the pike, but, being closely pressed by the
Seventh Pennsylvania and the Fourth United States,
w^ere driven from their position with severe loss in killed
12
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ami Avounded, and one t-ntire regiment, Ixing unable to
get out of the field, Aveie cornered and ca])ture(l. to a man.
Minty now learned that he Avas fighting the Avhole of the
rebel cavalry in the nepartmeiit, except that Forrest's
division had not yet bu-med a junction Avith the main
column, Imt Avas near at hand, and rapidly a^jproaching,
from the direction of Columbia ; that .Major (TfUenil
\Vhe(ier, Bragu's chief of cavalry, Avas ixMsonally in
command, Avith (renerals Martin, Wharton, and Forrest,
as division commanders.
Wheeler now opened with eight pieces of artillery from
the scpiare of Shelbyville. Minty, seting tlie importance
of defeating ^Vlie(der btd'oi'e Forrest could join him, determined to press the attack. Lieutenant Aiile. of his
staff, noAV brought up four pieces of artilhuy under Captain Ayershire, of General Mitchell's division. (Tht^ lieutenant had been sent back for the artillery AAiien tlie enemy first opened on ns from the intrenchments, but our
advance had been so rapid that he only reported at this
jioint.) Minty directed the cap>tain to place one piece on
eaiii side of the road, at less than a quarter of a mile
from the rebel battery, and fire one shell from each piece ;
and ordered the Seventh Pennsylvania to charge, in column of fours, the instant after, under cover of smoke,
directly u p the street, upon the enemy's battery, in the
square of the toAvn. He also directed the Fonrtli Michigan to charge on a street to the right, and the Fourth
I'nited States on the first street to the left.
General
Mitchell, however, coming up just as the Fourth United
States Avere about nioviuL;, relieve(l it, as its horses AA-ere
fairired, and ordered the Ninth PennsA lA-ania cavalrv of
his division, to charge in its stend. This substitution
took a little time, and as the Ninth had no guide, thev
did not succee(l in stiziuLr the Scnll ("amp bridu^.-, as the
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brigade was moved to about three miles south-east of
Guy's Gap, and demonstrating against the left rear of the
force holding Wood's, or Belbuckle Gap, caused its evacuation that night.
At 1, A. M., on the 29th, the brigade, excepting the
Fifth Iowa, which was at this point detached from it,
marched to Shelbyville and from thence to Fairfield.
On this day Bragg retreated from TuUahoma by the
wagon roads ; the railroad having been, late in the evening of the 28th, seized and destroyed at Decherd by
Colonel Wilder's brigade of mounted infantry
On the 30th, Minty moved under orders to Manchester,
on the extreme left of the army ; and on the first of July,
Forrest having made a demonstration on the Manchester
and TuUahoma road, on General Crittenden's corps, attacking it while on the march ; Minty was ordered to the
front, when, attacking Forrest near Walker's mills, after
a sharp skirmish, drove him south of the Elk river. In
this affair Colonel Starnes, of the Eighth Texas cavalry,
commanding'a brigade, and one of the most efficient of
Forrest's subalterns, was killed.
On July 2, marching at 2, A. M., Minty reached the Elk
riA'^er about 10 o'clock in the morning and rejoining our
division, from which he had been separated since June
24th, was ordered to the front, to force the passage of the
river. The Second brigade had been fighting Forrest for
over two hours before Minty came up without being able
to cross. As Minty's brigade moved to the front, some
one of the Ohio boys called out: '' What are tihey going to
the front for 1" "Are the First brigade the only men
who know how to fight ?'' And as the brigade approached
the river, the Fourth Ohio dashed gallantly across the
ford ahead of it, charged Forrest's lines with fury, drove
him off, and secured the crossing. Minty, pushing rapidly
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forw-ard, continued the i)ursuit to and beyond Deiiierd.
On the 30th of July, the i)uisuit Avas continued as rapidly as the continuous rain would allow, to the mountain
jiass at Cowan.
The rebel army, having noAV been driA-en out of Middle
Tennessee, and taking shelter behind the Tennes.see river,
at Chattanooga, the camjiaign (dosed and the division
marched to Salem, going into camp at tiiat place on the
fith, having marched over eight hundred miles.
In the campaign just closed, and during its progress,
the entire Army of the Cumberland had to contend Avith
an almost ever-pressing series of attacks from a host of
foes strictly indigenous to the Southern country
As already intimated, it rained every day and night from
J u n e 24 to J u l y 16; not in continuous drizzle or doAv-npour, but in successive, constantly recurring tremendous
showers, at from ten minutes to three hours intervals.
Thus, for tAventy-three days, the men were compelled to
'' slop around"' in Avet clothing, to wade and fight,
through the mud by day, and ' • sink to sleep in the m u d ' '
by n i g h t ; Avithout the opportunity or possibility of changing their under-clothing. Officers and men alike were compelled at every halt to Avash their shirts and drawers in
the nearest stream or pond, and AAithout w-aiting for them
to dry, even at a camp fire, put them on again, after simply
Avringing the Avater out.
The marcli led through dense forrests, filled AAith fallen,
decaying logs and trunks of trees, and oA-er large tracts of
country covered Avith briers, creepers, and tangled uiidergroAvth. The successive retreats of the rebel anny gave
re])eated opportunities for occupying their camp ; wlii(h
being, in general, the only (deared and eligible bivouacking ground, AAas, at first, stized Avitli alacrity
After a day or tAvo, and a couple of nights ont, it Avas
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discovered that the voracious, the terrible ally to the rebel
army, the pediculus vestimenti had found its way inside our lines, and was w-aging, after its fashion, a general
guerrilla warfare against our army. Just how it escaped
the vigilance of the pickets ; and, particularly, how it survived amid the constant "skirmishing," is not known ;
but, as in keeping with the other atrocities of the rebels,
it is most probable that, on leaving their old camps, they
had turned loose a number of these terrible allies—they
had in these, if in nothing else, a plentiful, ever-increasing
supply—and planting them in ambush, succeeded in thus
invading our lines, and attacking, in detail, the whole
army from the general in command to the lowest muledriver.
The Pediculus made its deadly assaults with equal persistency and determination, while the soldier was on the
march, in the full tide of battle, around the camp-fire or
in bivouac in the deep sleep of exhaustion. It never allowed itself to be repulsed, never retreated from its position ; except, indeed, to occupy a stronger one, never
ceased its attacks and annoying movements, nor stopped
its ferocious warfare, except when literally crushed. It
was rightly named, by the unanimous voice of the whole
army, the " Gray-back;" andin order that the future soldier of the Republic may ever be on his guard
against its fearful assaults, and recognize it at
a glance, its portrait is here inserted.
It did not always kill at first assault, but by
persistent attacks generally " got there;" and
all through the campaign, if a man or an officer was mysteriously missing, it was currently
reported, and generally the fact, that the " Gray-backs "
had got him.
Another horde of blood-thirsty adjuncts of rebeldom
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were likeAvise the assailants of the army during this advance; not, however, Avitli the slow, persistent, infantrylike niovemenisof the Pedindns. but in rapid, tremendous
springs, and cavalry-like saber lunges and dashes ; they
Averethe •'Avicked fieas. " Avhiiii ••no man "of anysen.se,
pursues. The\' Avere h i t ill myriad numbers, in all the
iumses, out-houses, sheds, stai)les. and tenements, in all
the country abandoned by the rebtds ; and so irrepressible wii-e their assaults. Avhen their chosen habitations
were invailed, that Avliole companies, and even regiments,
Avere (IriA-eu from buildiuiis as qiii(dvlv, and Avith far
greater disorder, than they Avould have l)een by the exjilosion of shells crashing through t l n i r ranks from a
park of rebel artillery
In this ionise, the eiiemv, though small AAhen vieAved as
an individual, Avas astonishing in activity, and in each
.separate stable and sheep-pen thronged in such countless
millions as made them more feared than •"an army with
banners. " It Avas reported, and generally believed in the
army, that some time before our advance, some Noah had
appeared among them, and prophesying the near a})proach of the deluge of Avater Avliich fell that month, had
induced all the fleas in Middle Tennessee to get in out of
the Avet and (^)ccupy every s(piare inch of sheltered earth
in all the Duck river country This AAould account for
their presence and n u m b e r s : but since this theory ex
culi)ates the rebels from active ])articipation in their propagation, and bfing marshalled in such hosts at that particular time and place, the author is lotlie to accept it. and
allows the mystery to remain unsolved.
AA-hile the I'ldiotl'i-^- AA-as Avaging his AA-arfare in
the inmost recesses of the anny and the tleas driving it
from all the buildiiurs. in the deej) gloom of the forest
was prejiaied an ambush of most portentous dimensions
NOAV.
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and grave sequences. It was the ambush of the wood-tick,
lying in wait for the soldier, the mettlesome cavalry
horse, or the patient, long-suffering, meek, and reliable
army mule. This enemy is never seen, his presence never
suspected, until a yell of anguish proclaims t h a t he has
fastened his fangs in a death grip upon his victim, and is
entombing himself in t h a t victim's quivering flesh. The
wood-tick '' sticketh closer than a brother,'' and, while not
planted in such frightful myriads as had been his kindred
allies, and easily detected, when once he had made his
presence felt; yet had an ugly habit of allowing his body
to be separated from his head, if the victim sought to
rub or pull him off ; and with that head as a very animated entity, continue his burrowing progress until the
man or animal succumbed to his attack. The wounds he
inflicted were grievous, and his destruction of morals in
the army great. Having not eyes, he saw, and having
not ears, he h e a r d ; and without fear of consequences,
moved in desperate assault upon the army, perishing in
the last ditch of his own digging. This is his formidable
portrait.
A still more dreaded ambush was
laid in the briers and thick undergrowth of the more open country into
which the unsuscepting " Yank, " if
avoiding, in wise though saddened
experience, the deserted camp, the
deceitful shelter and the umbrageous forest, sought safety
in the tangled brush or grassy hillside ; for there in serried
millions lurked the invisible jigger; the least, but not the
less of all the aids to the rebellion. The jigger was an
original secessionist, bitter, determined, and unrelenting
in his attacks upon the Union—army He must certainly
have belonged to the secret service branch of the Con-
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federacy ; lying in Avait in unsuspected i»laces. and Avith
fiendish malignity sought rather to torture than to kill his
enemy His favorite mode of AvarfareAvas to get uixm his
enemy Avhen unable to resist, and burroAving under the
tpidertni.s, rai.se the skin in great flakes from the flesh,
thus flaying his victim alive. He delighted more in skinning a Yankee than ever did the lordly slaveholder in
" wolloping a nigger." Oh, you jigger! You jigger!
You Avere the least, but still the worst of all tlie bad productions of rebeldom. Your hated memory is enough and
so your portrait is omitted.

CHAPTER XIII.
JULY 6,1863. TO AUGUST 17,1863,
THE ARMY CONCENTRATED ALONG THE TENNESSEE EIVER—TOPOGRAPHY OF THE
COUNTRY—MINTY SCOUTING ON THE E I G H T — M O V E S TO THE L E F T — M C M I N N VILLE OCCUPIED—INCIDENT—FIGHT WITH DIBRELL AT SPARTA.

|RAGG, driven from Middle Tennessee, took position at Chattanooga, which he strongly fortified ; extending his right to Loudon, where he
joined hands with the rebel army occupying Knoxville,
thus presenting a continuous line, with the river in his
front from one place to the other. His left was protected
by the giant ranges of the Lookout and Raccoon or Sand
Mountains, as well as the Tennessee river; his front,
guarded not only by the river, but by the two lofty and
precipitous ranges—the Cumberland Mountains and Waldren's Ridge, and his right, at Knoxville, difficult of access on account of the long distance to be traversed over
a AvUd, rugged country, and the heavy fortifications at
Cumberland Gap and the other mountain passes.
Rosecrans drew his army together near the Tennessee
river; his left at the foot of the Cumberland Mountains
near Altamont; his center occupying Bridgeport and
Stevenson, Alabania, and his right extending along the
railroad toward Huntsville, with a strong detachment occupying that place.
The capture of Vicksburg and consequent opening of
the Mississippi river, with the retreat of Bragg, had thus
reclaimed the whole State of Tennessee, except its extreme
eastern portion, and opened the greater part of Alabama
13
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and Mississippi to the National forces ; and, Avhile the lines
of actual military occui)ation had notbetui much advanc»'d
from what they were a Acar before, Avlien the stupid policy
of dividing and scattering the army oix-ned the way for
the invasion of Kentucky; yet, on theAvhole, the National
cause had gained much in the interval. Not only was the
so-called Confederacy bisected, the Mississijipi river alloAved to run " unvexed " to the sen, the active militaiy
operations brought east of that river, and the large rebel
armies of \ i c k s b u r g and P o r t Hudson captured; but
the disintegration of the army under Bragg, in con.sequeiice of the demoralization of his succ(^ssive reti'eats,
had been such that he crossed the Tennessee river Avith
h^ss than half the number of men, poorer by one third in
arms and Avar munitions, than when, in the preceding
September, he commenced his nortliAvard march.
The only gain, indeed, to his army had been in the cavalry arm of the service, and, even in this, after receiA-ing
an augmentation of over fifteen thousand from the trans
and Southern Mississippi country, under Price and Van
Dorn, and the complete equipment of a division recruited
by Forrest in West and Middle Tennessee, as Avell as over
tAA-o thousand recruits obtained by ^Morgan in Kentucky,
his losses had been so great that he Avas able to muster, at
Chattanooga, less than fiv-e thousand effectives.
Roseci"ans UOAV established his head-quarters at Winchester, Tennessee, and devoted him.self actiA-ely to the
Avork of re-opening the railroad and accumulating supplies at the front, in suffiiient quantities to enable him to
make a further advance
It being impossible to transport over the mountains,
through wiiich this advance must be made, a sufficiency
of forage to feed his caA-alry antl artillery horses, he AviseIv determined to Avait until the corn Avas hard eiioutrh to
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allow him to subsist his animals on the country through
which he passed.
This explanation is given in answer to the oft repeated
question : '' Why did not Rosecrans f oUow Bragg immediately into Chattanooga and Georgia?" For it must
be remembered that the movement against Chattanooga,
on whatever line Rosecrans might determine to advance,
must be through a mountainous, sparsely settled, and
poorly cultivated country, that the stock of old corn, the
only cereal produced, was practically exhausted, that the
distance to be traversed and difficulties in the topography of the country to be overcome would require at least
a month of time ; and that all the trains in the army
could not transport more than forage for themselves, and
to last the cavalry and artillery horses five days. To advance, therefore, before the new corn was hard enough to
use, would be but to have starved his horses, lost his artillery, and placed his army in the mountain defiles of
Tennessee or Georgia, at the mercy of his foe.
While this breathing spell was being taken, Minty's
brigade was employed first in scouting and clearing the
country between Columbia, Tennessee, and Huntsville,
Alabama, on the right of the army, of small bodies of
rebels, which still in some localities maintained an irregular warfare ; after which it was moved to the extreme left,
preparatory to the advance.
During the operations on the right, the division and brigade head-quarters were at Salem, Tennessee, where, on
the 22dof July, Colonel George C. Wynkoop, having rejoined his regiment, the Seventh Pennsylvania, and being
the senior colonel, took command of the brigade. He
was, however, July 26th, honorably discharged the service, to date from June 20th, on surgeon's certificate of
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disability ; and on the next day, July 27th, Colonel Minty
resumed the command.
On the '2\)t\\ of .luly. General Turchin Avas assigned to
the command of a division of infantry, and General Cook
took command of the Second cavalry divisi(m. The Fifth
loAva and First and Second Middle Tennessee Avere UOAV
detached, and the brigade consisted of:
Fourth United States (regular) cavalry, Cajitain Mclntyre c(Mnman(ling.
Seventh PennsA Ivauia cavalry. Colonel AV B. Sipes
commanding.
Fourth Michigan i-avalry, Major Gray commanding.
Third Indiana cavalry. Lieutenant Colonel Kline commanding.
One section of Chicago Board of Trade battery. Lieutenant Griffin commanding.
General .Turchin, as a cavalry officer, was not a success.
He Avas personally brave, and had a good deal of dash in
his mental make-up, but Avas physically out of place on
horseback, the circumference of his bodv- being equal to
his height. His failure as a commander of cavalry AA-as
due, more than anything else, to the fact that he marched
Avith too long a tail, his staff, orderlies and escort numbering nearly four hundred men ; and as he alwajs Avanted
to be personally at the front, just behind the advance
guard, his infernal tail stood in the Avay of the fighting
material of his division, so that, as occuiTed at Middleton
and other places, he invariably lost the fruits of any rapid
movement iu the advance. As a division commander of
infantry, however, he ])roA-ed a first-class officer, and specially distinguished hims»if at Chickamaugai, Avhere he Avas
dangerously AA-ounded.
Mi-a Turchin. the A\ife of the general, Avas Avith him at the
front during the advance on Chattanooga and subsequent
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battles. W h e n the general was wounded and taken from
the field, this heroic woman rode out to the line of battle,
amid the storm of the fight, and, passing along the division, said, " B o y s , the general cannot come back to you
to-day, but I think he will get well again. I want you to
remember, to-day, that he has been shot." The " b o y s "
answered with cheers, and Turchin's. division was not
broken in that battle ! This incident gave rise to the report widely circulated in the army that Mrs. Turchin took
command of his division after he was shot at Chickamauga.
On the first of August, Minty's brigade was detached
from the immediate orders of the division, and assigned
to d u t y on the left of the army, acting under the immediate command of Major General Crittenden, commanding the left wing. In accordance with the orders of General Crittenden, he moved to, and occupied McMinnville,
arriving at that place on August 3.
An amusing occurrence took place at brigade head-quarters the day we occupied this place. In our passage
through the rebel States, we always found the rebel
women, as soon as they learned that Ave treated them with
respect, more ready to fight for '' the cause '' with their
tongues than were the men with their weapons. They
Avere constantly claiming immunity, on account of their
sex, but as persistently acting as spies and bearers of information to their rebel friends. I t became necessary,
therefore, to treat both men and women alike in our expeditions, and not permit either to pass through our lines,
Avithout taking all proper precautions against tlieir giving information. This rule led to the incident referred to.
Soon after the guards and pickets had been established,
the outpost on the Smithfield road brought to Colonel
Minty's head-quarters two young ladies, in a (for that
country) very good buggy, drawn by a first-rate appear-
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ing hoise The older of the tAvo, a Miss tilassock, Avas
aliiiul tAveiity years of age, the other probably seventeen.
Miss <i. was a \'ery ready talker, and impiiring for t h e
"general, " stated, Avith gicat show of indignation, that
she and her fiieiid had come into toAvn on business, but
the ••ignorant guard Avould not allow- them to pass o u t , "
and Avhether (we.) • • Y o n f u s all make Avar on Avonien
and children. " The colonel refei-red them to Lieutenant
A'ale, Brigade Insjx'ctor, Lieutenant Reilly, the Pi-ovost
Marshal, being temporally absent, and directed him to
hear their statements, and if it ajipeaied they Avere accidentally caught AAithin our lines, to give them a pass, on
their taking an oath not to convey any information to, or
directh' or indirectly, communicate Avith the eneniv
The lieutenant, explaining to them that the " g e n e r a l "
was resting, and could not be seen, heard their statements, and finding no special reason for their detention,
prepared the i)ass, and taking the papers, Avith a Bible,
pen, and ink, step})ed out to t h e buggy in AA-hich the
ladies were seated. •'Now, ladies,'' said he, "it is necessary for you to give y(jur obligation that you Avill not
give information to, or in a n y Avay assist the rebels,
before I can pass you through our lines. You will please
read over these papers carefully, sign them, and I Avill
SAvear you, and gi\-e you t h e p a s s . " Miss G. read t h e
oath, and tossing it to t h e ground, said bluntly, "AVe
won t sign, or SAA-ear to anArthing of t h e kind. " The
lieutenant as promptlj- and bluntly replied: '' Then
we won t give you a jiass. " picked u p the papers and
Avalked back to his tent, leaving the ladies under guard,
sitting in the buggy
In an hour or so. they sent for the lieutenant, and desired to knoAv Avhat the con.sequences of their refusal to
take the oath Avould be ; no one in the meantime ajjpear-
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ing to notice their presence, or even existence. He informed th^m that they could go where they pleased inside the lines of occupation, which included the town,
and suggested that if they had any relatives or friends
in town, they would better go and remain with them during our stay in the place. Miss G. said they would do
nothing of the kind. '' If you Yanks w^ant to make prisoners of two girls, you can do so ; we ar'nt go'n ter live off
our friends,'' &c. '' All right,'' said the lieutenant, '' you
can remain where you are, or go just as you please. "
At noon, he sent to the ladies a dinner from the colonel's mess, which was returned, "with the compliments
of Miss Glassock, stating, she and her young lady friend
do not eat Yankee soldiers' rations, and never liked sheetiron bread nohow!'' This message was in writing ; the
" sheet-iron bread" referred to some "hard-tack. "
During the afternoon, they sent for the lieutenant five
or six times, Miss G. wishing to argue the whole question, from the rights of non-combatants to the right of
the South to separate independence. She was quite intelligent and very fond of talking, and while apparently
very indignant at the detention, stubbornly refused to
take the oath or go anywhere inside our lines, saying
they would go home, about six miles outside the guards,
on the Smithfield road, or no place.
And so the afternoon wore away. The colonel and
other officers of the staff enjoyed the embarrassment of
the lieutenant hugely; suggested, even, that the only
way they could see out of the difficulty was to get the
chaplain, and have Miss G. marry him, as she evidently
intended to join the brigade, &c., &c., and while positively forbidding the granting of the pass without their taking the oath, would not give any orders as to the disposition of the fair prisoners.
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About 4, P. Al., the lieutenant informed them that their
conduct required a more stringent oath than the one first
proixised, and that they would have to take the oath of
allegiance to the I'nited States (Tovernment, binding on
them for all time, before they could be pa,ssed outside the
lines, and on their refusal to do so, they would be sent to
the head-quarters of the provost marshal of the army at
Murfreesboro'
In about an hour after. Miss G, sent for
the lieutenant again, and asked if they would be sent off
for certain. Being assured that the guard Avas then getting ready to escort them to Murfreesboro' ; and the
younger lady, AVIIO seemed to be a very modest, retiring
person, begging Miss G. to take the oath and drive home ;
the redoubtable rebel consented to do so.
The papers Avere prepared, presented by the lieutenant,
signed by each in duplicate, one copy of the oath being
kept by the lady and the other filed of record, duly
sw^orn to, a proper pass made out, and the guard instructed to pass them through the lines. The ladies started,
but stopping, called the lieutenant out again, when Miss
G. addres.sed him thus : " See heah, Mr. Officer, do you
knoAv Avhat I'll do Avith this heah paper when I get home \
I'll take this paper and
light my pipe with it. "
W i t h this parting shot they drove off.
On the 4th of August. Colonel Minty moved at about 4,
p. M., AAith one thousand and ninety-six officers and men,
to attack Colonel Dibrell's brigade at Clark's Mills, northAvest of Sparta. KnoAAing that the rebel pickets Avere at
Rock Island Ferry, and Avishing to surprise the camp, he,
on arriving at Mud creek, about '.). p. M., detached Lieutenant Colonel Kline, AAith the Third Indiana, Avitli orders
to cross the river at Dillon's foid, move up to the crossroad at J. C. Chambers', and from thence take the picket
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at Rock Island and the lower ford in the rear, promising
to meet him there at midnight.
Information received represented that both Dillon's
and the lower ford were practicable, when, in point of
fact, they proved to be almost impassable. The rebel
pickets, after firing one shot, ran away, however, when a
few men oould have held it (Dillon's ford) against any
number; and Colonel Kline crossed without loss. He,
however, made but fourteen prisoners, the balance of the
pickets scattering, escaped in the darkness to and alarmed
the camp, thus frustrating the planned surprise. The brigade, therefore, returned to camp, arriving at McMinnvUle
at 11, p. M., without loss.
On the 8th, information being received that Dibrell was
camped with his brigade about two miles south of Sparta
—Dibrell kept moving his camp from one locality to another every day or so—Minty again moved, with seven
hundred and seventy-four officers and men, to attack him.
Marching at 3, P. M., he arrived at Spencer, about 11, p.
M., and halted to feed the horses and give the men time
to make coffee. Moving forward, he struck the rebel
pickets at daybreak, about four miles south of Sparta,
and followed them at a gallop into the town. It was
here learned that they had moved camp the evening
before, and were then about four miles north of the town,
and on the east side of the Calf Killer creek. The pickets had given notice of our approach, and Dibrell retreated across the creek and took a strong position on a hill,
covering a narrow bridge.
Captain Mclntyre, with the Fourth United States, was
directed to cross the river at an ugly, rocky ford, a few
hundred yards below the bridge, supported by Colonel
Sipes, with the Seventh Pennsylvania, and sharply attack the rebel left; while, Avith the Fourth Michigan and
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Third Indiana, .Minty moved to the direct attack at the
bridge. After a short, but sliarji, contest at the l>ridge,
on the Fourth Uuitt-d States attacking their left, although
laigtiy outnumbering the Union force, Dibrell aliandoned
his stiong jMisition and scattered his men in every direction through the country The Third Indiana, Fourth
rnit(^d States, and Seventh Pennsylvania, Avere .sent out
to scour the countrv ; AAiiich they did for live miles ; but
their horses being fagged, Avitli the s(n(Ui miles gallop
and prect^ding nights long march, could not overtake the
freshly mounted, fast fleeing foe. The rebtds lost one
lieutenant and thirteen men killed, and one lieutenant
and nine men cai)tuied. Minty's loss, confined entirely
to the Fourth Michigan, in tlu^ attaiiv on the bridge, was
one officer, and four men wounded. Captain Grant, Fourth
Fourth Michigan Avas severely wounded, and Major Gray,
commanding the regiment, had his horse shot under him.
In ' • Campaigns of F o r r e s t , ' ' page 294, we find in reference to this affair : •' The attack Avas made Avith so much
dash that the escape of any of Dibrell's men was due to
the fleetness of their horses."
Tliirty days" provisions being now gathered at the front
and loaded on AA-agons, and the corn in the fields sufficiently hard to use, Rosecrans advanced his army, in the
great undertaking of capturing Chattanooga ; the most
important strategic position held by the rebels in the
West.
No problem, so fraught with difficulty, was ever before
undertaken and successfully worked out, under like conditions, in all the history of Avar. The position itself was
almost inaccessible to the approach of our anny, and was
strongly fortified and strengthened by all the science of
modern engineering could ])lan, or the art of modern fortifications execute. The riA'er in front, Avhiledeep, rapid,
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turbid, and unf ordable, was, onaccount of its rocky shoals,
not navigable. The mountains on the north-east and
south-west were high, rocky, and so precipitous that no
road for wheeled vehicles existed across them, and the
only apparent approach was by the narrow defile between
the Cumberland and Lookout mountains, through which
the river forces itself just below the town, and through
which the rail and wagon roads toward Nashville and
Middle Tennessee pass.
Added to these natural difficulties was the fact that
Bragg's army, re-inforced by aU the available forces of
the Confederacy, hurried to him from every quarter, even
to the extent of violating the parole given by the sixteen
thousand men surrendered to Grant at Vicksburg ; now
numbered more than the force Rosecrans was able to
move against him, and the problem becomes one of appalling magnitude.
Knowing that to attempt to force the defile by a direct
attack would be but a useless sacrifice of his army, and
that the fortifications on the north and east could not be
carried, even if he succeeded in moving his army across the
Cumberland mountains and Waldren's Ridge and crossing the river above the town, without great loss of life,
Rosecrans determined to throw his- right wing, under
cover of heavy batteries, and the center of his army
across the river at Stevenson and Bridgeport; then, scaling the Lookout and Raccoon (Sand) mountains, descend
into the valley of the Chickamauga, or what is known
as McLemore's Cove; then, by rapid movements, seize
the railroad near Dalton or Tunnel Hill, and compel
Bragg either to fight outside his intrenchments, or, by
moving northward, seizing and occupying Mission Ridge,
pen the rebel army inside its works, and compel its sur'
render.
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In the execution of this iiovement, both these mountain
ranges had to he crossed by following mule-paths, caUed
in that countiy •'traces," in contradistinction to roads.
All army, at least three to one of the defenders, should
have been employed, when, in point of fact, the army of
Rosecrans numbered less than that of his opponent.
The right Aving, under McCook, commenced crossing
the river at Shell Mound on the 27th of August, and by
the 1st of September the center, under Thomas, had
crosstab and both were on their march across the mountains ; Crittenden, with the left, moving the Avliile up the
river, as though intending to make a direct assault.
For the purpose of covering these movements, and creating the imjiression on the rebel commander that Rosecrans Avas moving his army by the left flank across the
Cumberland mountains and Waldren's Ridge, and would
attack from the north-east, the cavalry was throAvn out
in that direction, and, as before stated, Avas under the
immediate orders of General Crittenden.
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CHAPTER XIV
FROM AUGUST 17 TO SEPTEMBER 3, 1863.
BATTLE OF SPARTA—OCCUPATION OF P I K E V I L L E — W A L D R E N ' S R I D G E — I N C I DENTS—FIGHT NEAR SMITH'S CROSS-ROADS—LOYAL UPRISING- -PICKETING
THE TENNESSEE RIVER—CROSSING THE RIVER—FIGHT NEAR RINGGOLD, GEORGIA
—ADVANCE ON L E E AND GORDON'S MILLS—FIGHTING IN THE P E A VINE V A L LEY—INFORMATION OF REBEL MOVEMENTS AND INTENTIONS

FURNISHED—

CAMPED AT REED'S BRIDGE, ON THE CHICKAMAUGA.

" T O horse! To horse! Up, sabers, gleam;
High winds our bugle call;
Combined by honor's sacred tie.
Our word is law and liberty!
March forward, one and all."

INTY' S brigade moved from McMinnviUe, Tennessee, at 2, A. M., on the 17th of August, by
the way of Sparta, on PikeviUe; situated in
the Sequatchie Valley, between the Cumberland mountains and Waldren's Ridge.
At 2, p. M., the advance struck Forrest's outposts two
miles from Sparta, near which a division, under General
Dibrell, was encamped. The Seventh Pennsylvania and
Fourth Michigan were crossed over, and sent up the east
side of the Calf KiUer creek. Advancing rapidly up the
stream, these regiments came upon the main portion of
DibreU's old brigade at Sperry's Mill, which they, vigorously attacking, drove from their camps to the west side
of the creek, when, leaving them to be attended to by other
portions of the command, they (the Seventh Pennsylvania and Fourth Michigan) pushed forward rapidly, and
were soon actively engaged. The enemy scattered Avidely,
and the fight extended over a large extent of country; the
(205)
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eneniA' being steadily driven by these i-egimeiits through
and for some miles beyond Sparta.
Minty taking the Fourth United State's and Third Indiana, moved up the AA-est side of the creek, but the
broken nature of the country, traversed as it Avas by
small crt^td\s every fcAv miles, made the march AA-earisome
and the progress conii)aratively slow The rebels scattered
on this as they did on the other side, and taking advantage of every stream and cove, fought in widely detached
skirmishing parties in a line nearly five miles long. Fighting in this Avay, from hill to hill and stream to stream, Ave
drove them as rapidly as Avas possible to Yankeetown,
over ten miles from Sparry's Mill, Avlien, it growing late,
the pursuit Avas abandoned, and gathering the command
into column, Minty marched toAvard Sjiarta, Avishing to
join the other regiments and camp for the night.
About four miles from Sjiarta, the road he Avas moving
on led close to the creek, with a high wooded hiU on the
opposite side. On this hill, two regiments of DibreU's
command, which had been cut off by the preceding advance, were lying in ambush, and being i)rotected from
immediate assault by the creek, there unf ordable, opened
a heavy fire on the column as it Av-as marching by with
flank exposed. W h e n the head of the column AAas fired
into. Colonel Minty, with Captain Burns, his A. A A. G.,
Captain Vale, his A. A. I. G., and three orderlies, one of
Avhom, Corporal Hodges, Avas carrying the brigade battlefiag. Avas riding about ten rods in advance of the Fourth
regulars, Avhich regiment Avas at the head of the column.
Captain Burns said:
•' Colonel, this is the first time I ever knew you to
move Avithont an advance guard."
Tlie colonel replied : '• It is scarcely necessary—we Avill
go into bivouac almost immediately—but I should not do
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it; a bold dash by fifty men would throw the head of the
column into confusion," and turning in his saddle, he
said to the bugler, who was riding behind him: " BaUey,
give my compliments to Captain Mclntyre and request
him to send a dozen men to the front as an advance
guard."
As the bugler wheeled his horse and started on the gallop, the volley from the men in ambush was fired at the
five men who were thus riding alone. Captain Vale had
four holes bored across his shoulders'by a raking shot
from left to right. Sergeant Birch, one of the orderlies, was
shot in the thigh and his leg broken. Colonel Minty's horse
received three balls, and the horses of both orderlies were
kiUed.
The last number of The Chattanooga Rebel ever published in Chattanooga, a sheet about twelve inches square,
and printed on one side only, contained the following
paragraph: " I n the fight at Sparta on the 17th, the notorious Yankee cavalry general, Minty, was killed."
When Vale read this paragraph, he said he would have
his beard shaved off so as not to be mistaken for the
"general" again ; he was willing to be shot as a captain,
but was not ambitious to figure as a dead "general."
A squadron of the Fourth United States dismounted,
engaged the rebels across the creek, and in the attempt
to cross the regiment a little to the left, one of the men
was drowned. The Seventh Pennsylvania now came up,
and the Third Indiana, crossing on the right, joined it in
an attack, and the enemy were speedily driven off. The
brigade then bivouacked for the night, it being after eight
o' clock. In the morning, no trace of the rebels could be
found, (except their dead, which the citizens were ordered
to bury,) they having retreated rapidly during the night
toward Kingston. The rebel force engaged was fifteen
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hundred men ; Minty's force Avas fourteen hundred, and
oiierating in an unknoAvn countiy, Avhile every coAv-path
was familiar to the enemy ; iiotAvithstanding w-hich, they
were driven from position after jKisition, from four to
tight, 1' M., a distance of fourteen miles, often at a gallop;
their horses being much fresher than o u r s - Ave had already maniied thirty miles that day- gave them a de
(ided advantage in a stern chase.
The number captured during the day Avas twenty-five,
representing four different regiments, but the demoraUzation of their commands Avas such that ••Dibrell officially
reports that the Eighth Tennessee ahme crossed the Cumberland mountains Avith less men than Avhen he reached
Sparta." He likeAvise reports a loss of "eight kUled and
thirty-nine wounded."
The brigade lost as foUoAvs :
KILLED.

WOUNDED.

MISSING.

TOTAL.

REGLMENTS.

S

o
Fourth United States,
Fourth Michigan,
Seventh PenrLsylvania,
Head-quarters, . .
Total

4
3
5
1

2
1
12

13

In the fight, a Fourth Michigan man named Lorvin Avas
Avounded by a ball entering the center of his clie.st, jiassing obliquely through his body, and Avas cut out betAA-een
tAvo ribs A\-ell back on the right side; it Avas ragged and
jagged, and canied a ]>iece of the lung Avith it. On t h e
foUoAving day, Avhen Ave made our noon halt on the t o p
of the ( umberland mountains, as Colonel Mintv AA-as

]Von(lcifiil

Hicocryif

loricate Lorvin.
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about to gi\(^ tli(^ order, " m o u n t , " Doctor Fish said Xo
liini: ••If you can wait half an hour, \'ou will let poor
Lorvin die in jteace " The colonel sat down, and a deep
silence fell on the column ; the usual chaff and jest of the
soldier Avere h u s h e d ; the Avord jiassed in Avhispt-rs from
man to man that one of the gallant I'elloAvs of the Fourth
^lichigan was dying. Hundreds of his comrades of all
the reginu'Uts came to the ambulance Avhere he Avas lying
unconscious, looked in silence on him, and Aviping th«^ tears
from their eyes, turned quietly UAvay A full half hour
l)assed by in this way, when Doctor Fish, after examining
him a second time, said: " H e is dead ; he may breathe
once or tAvice more, but that is all." The colonel replied :
•• I cannot Avait any longer ; I must' be in the Sequatchie
valley to-night to cover the left of the a r m y , " and giving the order to mount, moved forward. At the time
the column started, Lorvin was lying unconscious, his
hands cold, and presenting a mottled appearance under
the skin ; his lips blue, eyes set, pulse undistinguishable,
and l^reathing in gasps at about thirty seconds' intervals ;
the external hemorrhage fr6m the wounds had ceased enentirely for some hours.
The author Avas in the same ambulance, and the road
soon getting rough, supported the soldier as Avell as he
could, l)ut Avlien it came to descending the mountain,
going doAvn the long flight of irregular, giant steps or
stnii'-. no amount of care could prevent him from being
most terrildy shaken, each step and jolt Ave thought
Avould be his last ; but Avhen about half Avay doAvn, the
author notictMl a change in the appearance of his lips,
and soon after discovered that he Avas bleeding profus<dy
It tookaltoiit thretOionrs to descend the mountain, and on
arriving at its foot, Lorvin Avas c()ns(ious, brt^athing regular, ]iulsi' I'estored, and rallying rapidly That evening,
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at Pikeville, the colonel was called to the ambulance and
found Lorvin sitting up I The doctor said : " Wt 11, Lorvin, how do you fetd i " The Avounded soldier replied:
•• 1 am very hungnj. doctor; can't 1 have something to
e a t r ' and Avithin a A\-eek was convalescent. He recovered rapidly, and, if living to-day, OAves his almost miraculous ju-eservation to that rough bumi)ing ride doAvn
the CumlH'iiand mountains. Seigeant HevAvood, of the
Fourth Mi(iiigan, AV-1IO Avas performing the duties of tol»ogiapliical engineer to Colonel .Minty, Avas the same day,
at Sitarta, shot in the knee, but refused to get into an
ambulance, saying: " I t is only a s c r a t c h . ' ' His leg
inflamed : he had to be sent to a hospital, and aftei-Avards
use crut(iies for six months. Lorvin AA-US back to his
regiment doing d u t y several months before HeyAvood's
" scratcdi" healed. Besides those already noted. Captain
James Y Andress, of company G. and Caiitain Cyrus
NeAvlin, of company F, Seventli Pennsylvania cavalry,
AAere severely, though not dangerously, wounded. The
full list of killed, wounded, and missing, in this engagement, will appear in the appendix.
At daylight, on the morning of the 19th, the march
Avas resumed, and, after a toilsome climb of six hours, the
high table land on the summit of the Cumbtuland mountains Avas reached about 12, M., Avlien a halt of tAvo hours
AA-as had to close u p the column, feed, «&c. At this halt
liegan the decided manifestations of the Unifm sentiment
of the x"'Oph^ of East Tennessee, some dozen or so of
these rugued mountaineers coming into the column from
the caves and hiding-plact^s, where, for more than a y<^ar,
they had be(Mi "• lying oiit, " to escape consciijitiou into
the rebtd armies. Tlie column moved forAA-ard Avithout
inten-iijition from thcrelxd^. Avho, in fact, Avere more afiaid
to traverse that country than to meet the Liiiou soldiers
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in battle. The broad table land of the Summit was
passed, and after a dangerous march down the " steps"
of the southern side, the valley of the Sequatchie was
reached and Pikeville occupied about dark.
A halt of tw^o days was ordered, and communication
opened with General Crittenden, at Jasper, by way of
Anderson's valley; where General Reynolds, commanding the left of Crittenden's corps, was found to be. A
scouting party under Lieutenant Ethredge, of the Fourth
United States cavalry, was also sent eastward, but failed
to open communication Avith General Burnside, who was
advancing upon Knoxville, but had not yet come to time.
The Union sentiment of the people was now thoroughly
aroused, and arms being procured, a full battalion of
loyal Tennesseeans quickly organized and accompanied
the brigade.
On the 21st, the column again advanced, reaching the
top of Waldren's ridge at midnight, when, again halting,
a scene of touching pathos and inspiring patriotism was
witnessed. The brigade head-quarters had halted in front
of a more than ordinarily good house, but which seemed
deserted. The colonel directed that no one should be
disturbed, but in a short time, a young woman was observed dodging around the out-houses, as though seeking either to gain entrance or escape from the house.
She Avas detained and questioned by the colonel; when
a man, nearly eighty years of age, tottered into the column,
begging that he might be punished, if punishment was
to be inflicted, and his grand-daughter left go free. After assuring him that no harm was intended to either, it
was found that he mistook us for rebel soldiers, but was
stUl bold in the declarations of devotion to the old flag!
It took considerable time to convince him that we were in
fact Federal soldiers ; the first that had yet entered that
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country He examined our biigade and regimental standards Avitli suspicion they Avere neAv and unknoAvn to him,
but when he saw our guidons, they bting small Union
fiags, he Avas convinced, and his joy kncAv no bounds. He
waked up the family Avith tht^ cry that the " Deliverei-s
had come ! " " That the United States flag Avas at their
d o o r s ! " &c. The family, Avomeii and children, rushed
out of the house shouting and dancing with joy, and
jiraising the Lord that the long-looked-for day of the advent of the Naticmal army AAas come.
After a Avhile, the old man, telling the colonel not to be
surprised at anything, brought out an ordinary horn, and
gave certain peculiar toots on it. In less than flve minutes,
men began to assemble, coming out of the bushes by tA\-os
and threes, until fully fifty anned men stood in our midst I
They reported that all night, from station to station over
the mountain, our progress had been signaled, but that
they, fearing that we might be rebels—Avho frequently
Avore our uniforms for the purpose of enti-apping the people—had lain quiet and simply Avatched our progress.
Each band of new comers repeated the scenes of extraA-agant rejoicing first witnessed, and su( h a hearty enthusiastic ovation Avas aAv-arded us as rarely greets the most
popular statesman or triumphant conqueror.
After a halt of several hours, the command again moA'ed
forAvard, our ncAv-found friends promising to join us in
force in a feAv days ; and after toiling dow-n the mountain, reached the valley of the Tennessee, surprised and
captured a picket of one hundrt-d and fifty rebels near the
foot of the mountain, and, pushing rapidly on, attacked
a couple of regiments at Smith s cross-roads; and, after a
brief contest, drove them over the Tennessee river at
Blythe's ferry
Halting tln^ command at S m i t h s cross-roads. Colonel
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Minty sent the Seventh Pennsylvania to scout the country
as far down as Sales creek, and the Fourth United States
on a like duty up the riA^er to and beyond Washington,
whUe a strong picket was placed at Blythe's ferry and
other threatened points.
A few days after the brigade was established at Smith's
cross-roads, a delegation of our friends from the mountain appeared at head-quarters, bringing a large United
Statesflag,*whichhad been kept hidden for over two[years,
and asked permission to raise it, with public demonstrations, in front of Colonel Minty's quarters. Permission
was readily granted, and the 27th of August set for the
demonstration. The news was circulated from mouth to
mouth, and on the morning of the 27th, several thousand
people, men, women, and children, gathered at the crossroads to witness and participate in flinging to the breeze
the symbol of a restored National sovereignty- All the
soldiers not on duty were marshaled. Lieutenant Griffin,
commanding the section of artillery, placed his guns in
battery and flred a National salute, corresponding to the
whole number of States, and when the number representing the State of Tennessee was reached, the old patriarch,
from the top of Waldren's Ridge, raised the flag and unfurled it, amid a scene of patriotic enthusiasm unsurpassed
in any part of the country- A public meeting was then
organized, and enthusiastic and patriotic speeches were
made to the large gathering by Captain Robbins and Lieutenant Griffin, of the Fourth Michigan, Captain Vale, of
the Seventh Pennsylvania, and Lieutenant Slayton, of the
Tennessee infantry, who was in attendance as
a recruiting officer. Lieutenant Griffin's speech from the
text " Are we right ? And harve we hope for the future ?"
was a masterly production, and gave promise at that early
day of his Ufe of the high station to which he has since
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attained. Colonel Minty, being repeatedly called for, responded in a few terse sentences, in Avliich he stated that
his was a fighting and not a speaking campaign, but
cheered tht» people in their determination to stand firm in
their devotion to the cause and flag of the (lovernment.
More than a regiment of soldiers was enlisted as tin* result of this deiiKmstratiou.
The lu'igade, now consisting of the Fourth United States.
l*'ourtli Michigan, Seventh Pennsylvania cavalry, and one
section Chicago Board of Trade battel y, numbered tieveu
hundied effectivt's ; [the Third Indiana cavalry, having
heen, on the IDtli of August, permanently detached and
assigned to dutv Avitli General Revnolds,] remained at
Smith s cross roads from this time until the 9th of September. During this interval, it was busily employed in
scouting the country, and gathered up a large numlier of
stragglers from Bragg's army
On the 31st of August, a scout, consisting of two hundred and four men, unchn- the command of Major Gray,
Fourth Michigan, Avas dispatched to the left to open communication AAith the army under General Burnside. It
returned on the 2d of September, bringing in one hnndrt^d andtAA-enty prisomu-s, Avitli the loss of (me man mortally Avounded. It succee(led in reaching the right of
Burnside's forces, and (^utered Kingston, Tennessee, on
the evening of September 1st, Avhich place later on the
sauK' eA'ening Avas occupied by Burnside in force. Forrest
covering the rear of the right of Bragir's anny. crossed
the river at Kingston, early in the day on the 1st, after
destroying his Avagon train.
Buckner destroyed all the boats on the Tennessee riA-er
and the Hf)lsten, except a ffAv Avhich the I'nion men nin
up the Hiawassee, and, burning the bridges at Ivoudon,
ietreate(l from Knoxville and East Tennessee on the same
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day, marching hastily to re-ini'orce Bragg, at near (iiat
tanooga
Large numbers of stragglers and desc]'t(jrs
from i)oth the reliel armies filled the country, eightyseven conniig into Minty's lines in one Ixjdy from the
Twenty-sixth Tennessee, of Buckner's command. Information of the impoiiant movement of Buckner, from
Kno.xville to Bragg's army, Avas promptly transmitted by
Colonel Minty to General Crittenden, as Minty's official
dispatch, of Avliich the foUoAving is an extract, shows :
HEADQUARTERS FIRST BRIGADE SECOND DIVI.-^ION,
SMITH'S X

ROADS, Sejifonher

S,

1863.

GENERAL •
*
*
*
*
" Euclvner's comm.ind has crossed
the Tennessee river at that place, (Loudon,) and are now IjuuiLr pushed forward as fast as possible towards Chattanooga. "
*
*
*
*
Your obedient servant,

(Signed)

E. II. G. MI.XTY.

MeauAA hile, Rosecrans had pushed the movement of his
army Avitli great vigor ; having, after overcoming almost
insurmountable obstacles, thrown McCook across Lookout and Raccoon mountains, reached McLemore's cove, in
front of Dug Gap, near Lafayette, sixty-five miles southAvest of Chattanooga. On the 9th of September, Thomas
reached Trenton, twenty-eight miles nearly Avest, and
Crittenden crossed the river at Bridgeport, on the 3d,
and occupied Chattanooga on the 9th.
Bragg AvithdreAv from Chattanooga, on the Tth and 8th,
movinii- by the Lafayette road, but halting his rear AAing
at Lfi' and Gordon's mills, fifteen miles out ; threw his
advance nnd(U'Hill to Lafayette, and draA\ing Buckner
from the banks of the Tennessee, took up apositi<m along
the (.'hickaniauga ci'eek, facing north-Avest.
Rosecrans, UOAV desiring to secure the corn crop in
the (diickamauga and Tennesse(; valleys, as W(dl as to
siMzi' and destroy the enemy's AA-ork-shops and .-irseuals,
at Rome, on the Coosa river, and under pressure of or-
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ders from the commander-in-chief, General Ilalleck, determined on a stiU further advance He accordingly directed McCook to march through Alpine to Summerville,
on the Lafayette and Rome road ; Thomas to cross the
Chickamauga, supporting McCook, pass the defiles of the
Pigeon mountains and threaten Lafayette, on the left ;
and Crittenden to move doAvn the milroad by Avay of
Ringgold and Gord(m"s mills, .seize Tunnel Hill and Dalton. These movements led McCook by the 13tli to Aljiine, Thomas to Pond Spring, in front of Stevens' Gap,
and Crittenden, who, after driving Forrest and Pegram a
short distance south of Ringgold, had moved Avest, to
L ' e and Gordon's mills.
On tlici loth of September, Minty moved his brigade,
noAv numbering twelve hundred effectives, down the
north bank of the Tennessee to a point east of the mouth
of the t'liickamauga; Avhere on the 13th he crossed the
river by fording ; and pushing rapidly forward, skirmishing the Avliile with Pegram, through Graysville, reported
to General Crittenden, at Lee and Gordon's mUls, that
evening. On the 14th, he scouted across Mission Ridge
into Lookout A'alley, returning early on the 15th to Lee
and Gordon's mills, not having met an enemy. General
Crittenden ordered him to proceed immediately to the
Pea Vine valley, and to encamp at or near Leet's crossroads. Crossing the Chickamauga at Reed's bridge, he
moved into the Pea Vine valley, and encamped near the
Ringgold road, on the Pea Vine*creek, at Peeler's factory and sent scouts out toAA-ard Graysville, Ringgold,
L«^et's, and Rocky Springs. The scouting jiarties. returning the same night, he reported to Major General Critten(hm the information obtained; to AA-hicii communication
he received the foUoAving reply from Captain Oldersham,
Assistant Adjutant (bmeraJ, Second a n n y corps: " The
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^fajor General c o m m a n d i n g directs me to a c k n o w l e d g e
tile I'tM'eipr of y o u r letter of this l.Otli d a t e , iid'ornung him
t h a t Forrest is at R i n g g o l d , Loiigsli-eet at Dalton, P e g r a m at Leet's, a n d Ibudvuer :it R o c k Springs. AW this
Avould i n d i c a t e inl'antry, Avhi(di t h e major general cannot
Ixdieve. "
The information conveyed b y M i n t y on t h e n i g h t of t h e
l.-»th Avas t h e first i n t i m a t i o u receiv-ed l)y t h e a r m y , or its
commander, I n m i a n y source, t h a t B r a g g was re-inforced
b y Longstr(^et's corps, from t h e a r m y of Virginia, a n d
t h a t he h a d t u r n e d a t b a y a n d Avas t h r e a t e n i n g an advance, Avitli a vieAv of fighting a general b a t t l e for t h e
possession of C h a t t a n o o g a , a n d t h e Tennessee river a n d
valley
This information, being so astonishing, a n d a t
such complete variance Avith all t h e d i s p a t c h e s a n d orders
from AVasliington, a n d information u p t o t h a t t i m e had,
Avas, as p l a i n l y s t a t e d in t h e e x t r a c t quoted, u t t e r l y discredited ; n o t o n l y b y General C r i t t e n d e n , Init b y all t h e
o t h e r corps c o m m a n d e r s . Rosecrans, Avhile n o t fully
c r e d i t i n g t h e s t a t e m e n t , t o o k t h e c a u t i o n a r y m e a s u r e of
o r d e r i n g an i m m e d i a t e c o n c e n t r a t i o n of his Avidely scatt e r e d corps.
I t Avill a h v a y s be a source of Avonder to t h e m i l i t a r y
s t u d e n t , b y Avhat, a n d b y Aviiose s t u p i d b l u n d e r , it Avas
r e n d e r e d possible for a n a r m y corps of tAventy t h o u s a n d
men, Avitli all its a r t i l l e r y a n d t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , to be moved
from t h e rebel a r m y of Virginia, n o t m o r e t h a n ten or fifteen miles in front of t h e F e d e r a l a r m y of t h e P o i o m a c ;
o\"i'i- six h u n d r e d miles, to t h e a r m y of Bragg, on t h e
])anks of t h e Teiim^ssee, Avithout its absenc(> being sus])cct(vl, or (^veii t h e m o v e m e n t detected, a l t h o u g h moi'e
t h a n a m o n t h was act ually consumed in m a k i n g the transf-i'
H a d t h e most ordinar\' measui-es been taken to tind out
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the situation and condition of the rebel army in the Fast,
the aliseiice and destination of Longstreet Avould have
been discovere(l, and the information transmitted to Rosecians by the commamler-in-chief, Avithin one Aveek after
he left the Federal front on the Rappahannock. It Avas
the nioi'e incumlteiit on the commander, and his idiiefs in
Virginia, to be vigilant to perceive and quick to thwart
just such a moAemeiit, because the isolated and imperilled
situation of the Army of the Cumberland in its adA-anced
liosition, almost in the center of the Confederacy, AvasAvell
kiioAvn.

Instead of this even most obvious care, Ave s(^(> thecommandei'-in-chief, by his repeated orders, urging the army
forAA-ard, and in testy impatience chiding General Rosecrans Avitli tardiness of mov-ement, AA-itliout ordering a
single I'egiment, titlnu- from the great and viiiorious
armies of Meadt^ in the East, or of Grant in the West, to
support or re-inforce him, not even allowing the ai-my of
Grant to moA-e inland, or make a diversion in his favor,
sitting, meanAvhile, in utter ignorance and self-inflicted
blindness of the movement going on in the army of the
enemy 1 )ef( )re his very face I Nay more, AAiien Buckner Avas
forced out of East Tennessee by the adA-ance of Burnside's
army, it Avas made knoAA-n, both by Minty, and from him,
by General Rosecrans, and by General Burnside himself
to the commander-in-(diief, as early as the lid of Se])teniber, that he, Buckner, had retreated rapidly to and joined
Bragg at Ij^-e and Gordon s Mills near (.'hattanooga ; Aet
not a regiment or a man Avas sent to Rosecrans from Burnside's army
The pieseiice of Buckner even Avas officially
d(Uiied, and the knoAvledge of the gidss jieifidv of the
rebel government in jilacing sixteen thousand of the
paroled iiri.soueis (iraiit had captured at AicksliniLT, in
Bragg's oriny. Avithoui their having b.-cn exchan^-.Ml
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Avas. though Avell knoAvn at army head (piarters in \ r a s h ington, Avithlndd from Rosecrans.
AVhat must be the judgment of the milibiry critics on
that commander-in-chief AVIIO pushes a division not numbering moi'e than sixty-live thousand of all arms througli
an almost im})assab]e country, into the A'ery centei'of tlie
emmiy's lines, five liundred miles farther from its bas(than otlnn' of his divisions, and then for ov(^r a month al
lows the (^nemy—originally equal to the attacking force—
to be re-inforced by an augmentation of ten thousand
from those surrendereed at Vicksburg, twenty thousand
from Buckner in East Tennessee, and Longstreet's tAventy
thousand from the very elate of the Army of Northern A'irginia, Avithout sending a man or a gun to its
support I And this while seventy thousand Aictorious
troops lay idle at A^icksburg, within a fifteen days' niai'ch ,
Avhile fifty thousand efficient soldiers lay in practical idleness at KnoxAille, but five days off, and one hundred and
fifty thousand victorious veterans lay in supineness and inactivity in A'irginia, from Avhence, as Avas afterAA-ards demonstrated, tAventy thousand men could have been moved
to reach him in seven days' time !
It Avas the good fortune of Minty's biigade to get and
transmit the information wiiich, though obtained Avhen
the impending bloAV Avas already descending, in some degre'e repaired th(" blunder.
On the 171 h, heavy scouting parties of the rebel caA-alry,
belonging to Pegram's and Fon'est's commands, adA'anced
on ]\rinty's jiositi(m at Peeler's fa(iory, but Avere promptly
met and driA'en off. .\t the saine time, a more determined
attack Avas made on tin- })icket stationed on the Ilanison
and Lafayette road; a road Avhicli, leading from near
(naysville to Ijafayi'tte, is nearly ])aralle] to the (Hiickamauua at Ib'ed's bi'idge, there crossing the road from
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Peeler's factory to Lee and (Gordon s Mills at right angles.
The jiossession of this road by the enemy Avould cut off
the brigade from the anny, and seriously imperil it.
Minty. therefore, determined to move his camp from the
Pea Aine Valley to the cross-i-oads at Reed's britlge, still,
lioAveA-er, holding a strong force in the valley and all the
ro;ids leading therefrom. During the day, in foUoAving
uji a repulse of the rebel cavalry on the Leet's road, the
Fourth I nited States ran into Buckner's infantry marching nortliAvard toward Ringgold, and lost one man killed
and five Avounded. The presence of Buckner's army on that
road Avas piomptly rejiorted to General Crittenden, AVIIO
replied in Avriting : " T h e r e is nothing but dismounted
cuA-alry " On this day, hoAvever, the Ninth Pennsyh-ania
cavalry ran in like manner into Longstreet's infantry near
Lafayette, and capturing a few, all doubt as to the presence of Longstreet and the purposes of Bragg Avas reUHived from Rosecrans, and the immediate and rapid concentration of the army on Crittenden ordered. McCook
Avas then fifty and Thomas thirty miles from Lee and
Gordons' Mills!
Constant skirmishing occurred on all the roads leading
out of the Pea A^ine A^alley General Steadman pushed
a reconnois.sance from Rossville to Graysville, and beyond,
but not going as far as Ringgold, did not develop the
enemy Colonel AA'ilder's brigade of mounted infantry,
Avitli four pieces of artillery, took a position on the Avest
side of the Chickamauga at Alexander's brldg(^ above or
south of Minty, and on attempting to scout the country
beyond or in front of the position, Avas resisted, and the
scouting parties driven in. Thus it Avill be seen that the
only Union force beyond the Chickamauga. from its source
to its month, on the evening of the 17th, Avas Minty's brigade at Reed's bridge and the Pea Vine A'allev
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"And fortli where
From belching
Or Chattanooga's
Till sorrrowing
•|C

Chickamauga sends its blinding smoke
guns and screeching shells, 'mid moans of dying men,
horrid fray, where rivers ran w i t h blood.
angels prayed such scenes might never be again.
3|*

3|s

3|t

S|C

'"Tis well to pause and ponder on heroic deeds,
And with the hero thrill in sympathy;
'Tis well to honor those whom Honor's self has crowned.
And teach our youth the price of hberty."
[From the poem of welcome to the Ninth Pennsylvania cavalry, in Carlisle, Pa., J u n e 11, 1885, b y Miss Zate Longsdorf, daughter of Major Longsdorf, of that r e g i m e n t ]

BRIEF description of the topography of the
county, and some of the more prominent roads
in the valley of the Chickamauga, is here
deemed proper. Starting from Chattanooga southward,
the first prominent land-mark is Mission Ridge, an offshoot of the lofty Lookout mountain. This ridge is about
four hundred feet high, and extends in rather semi-circular form, from a point nearly south-west to south-east, at
an average distance of five miles from Chattanooga. It
descends slightly at each end, being bounded on the western by Lookout creek and valley, and on the eastern by
the Chickamauga creek. Along the Chickamauga creek,
from the ridge proper to the Tennessee river, is a succes(221)
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sioii of loAver hills or billow.-like undulations, cut l>y ravines running east and west. The.se hills form the eastern
rim of the Chattanooga valley Mission Ridge is Avooded
and steep on its northern face, rising abruptly from the
valley ; on its soiilhern face, the descent is gradual, Avith
a hilly country to Ijee and Gordon's Mills. Through the
ridge, are three principal roads ; first, the Georgia Central,
railroad, Avhich, aftei- skirting along its mat hern face,
])asses through a defile on the east, cros.ses the Chickamauga at a bridge and station of that name. Near the
railroad, and passing through the same defile, is the AA'agonroad to (Ti-aysville and Ringgold. After passing the defile,
numerous roads branch off, leading u p the Avest side of
the creek, in almost every direction. Second, the main
Chattanooga and Lafayette wagon-road, Avhich crosses
the ridge at a depression near its Avestern end, at Rossville, six miles from Chattanooga.
After crossing the
ridge, the main road bears off south-east about two miles
from Rossville, when, after crossing Spring creek, it leads
south to Lee and Gordon's Mills, AA-here it crosses the
Chickamauga creek. At RossvUle, a rough mountain
road leads south, winding along a series of foot-hills, offshoots of Mission Ridge, and joins the main road about a
mile north of the mills. By either of these roads, the
distance from Chattanooga to Lee and Gordon's Mills is
about sixteen miles.
J u s t Avest of the mills, and up the Chickamauga, the
outlying hills of Mission Ridge break in on the A-alley of
the (Tiickamauga, approaching to A\ithin less than half a
mile of the creek, and forming a little cove or valley
calle(l CiaAvfish cove, beyond Avhicli, still further Avest,
and entered from the east by a narroAv defile, is the comparativ(iy extensive valley of the Ujiper Chickamauga,
called McLemore's cove. This is inclosed on the north
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and north-Avest bv the Lofty Sand mountain, and on the
south and south-east by the Pigeon hills.
The t'hi(d<:ainanga creek, from the Pigeon mountains,
fioAvs in a general north-d'asteiiy direction throngh McLemore's cov(^ close to the base of the hills, to Lee and
Oordon s JNIills, Avhence, bending sharply north, it Avinds
in an irregular serpentine course, slightly east of north,
to the Tennessee river, seA^en miles east of Chattanooga.
It is in general a sluggish stream, about ten feet deep and
from seventy-tiA^e to one hundred and fifty yards Avide,
with either steep and rocky, or low, swampy banks.
East of the Chickamauga, ten miles from Chattanooga,
on the I'ailroad is Ringgold, fourteen miles north-east of
Lee and Gordon's Mills, while eighteen miles further down
the railroad is Dalton, about sixteen miles a little southeast of the mills. Lafayette, as already stated, is fortyfive miles distant from Chattanooga, and about twentyeight miles a little west of south from the mills. About
a mile and a half down the creek from the mills is Dalton's
ford. About three miles distant is Alexander's bridge.
About tiA-e miles loAver down is Reed's biidge, and about
eight miles also northward is Dyre's ford. A good road
extends from the mills to Ringgold, by Avay of Reeds'
luidge, and Peelers' factory, in the Pea A^ine A'alley,
Avhile from Dalton, by Avay of Leet's and Rock Springs,
and from Lafayette, good roads extend to all the fords
and 1 iridges crossing the creek.
Bragg, Avliose army re-inforced, as before statc^d, noAV
numbered over eighty thousand of the best fighting A'eterans in the Confederac_y, on the 17th moved Longstreet
from Lafayette north and east, to occupy and hold the
passes into McLemore's cave, only a fcAv miles from
Tln^tuias ; Hill to a point opposite, and three miles southeast of Lee and Gordon's Mills ; Polk to, and A\ithin a
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mile of Dalton's ford, and Buckner to Ringgold, Avith
Hood's divisi(jn of Longstreet's corps, opposite Alexander's biidge. About tAvo hundred of Forrest's cavalry
moved Avitli Buckner.
It Avas Bragg's intention to move Buckner and I'orrest
from Binggold and Leet's, at 3 o'clock in the morning, of
the IStli, and sAveeping aAvay all oppositi(m, cross Reed's
bridge, by 8, A. .AI., at AA-hich hour Hood AA-as to cross Alexander's bridge ; the combined force then to seize the Chattanooga and Lafayette road, north of Lee and Gordon's
Mills, and attaiiv Crittenden's left at the A'ineyard house;
Avliile Polk, crossing at Dalton's ford, and at the mills,
attacked him in front: thus crush him before noon ; and
then turning on Thomas, overwhelm him by a left, front,
and right assault from the Avhole army before n i g h t ;
leaving McCook forty mUes away to be dealt Avith at
leasure.
AVith these digressions, we return to the brigade encamped at Reed's bridge.
Minty had sent, during the night of the 17th, almost
hourly, dispatches to Crittenden, stating that train after
train was arriving at Ringgold from the South, but without receiving other reply than that ' 'the rebel army is retreating, and are trying to get away some of their abandoned stores ; they have nothing but dismounted cavalry
in your front. "
Being, however, fuUy convinced of the correctness of
his information, Minty had the men quietly aroused
before daylight, the horses fed, and the men directed to
prepare and eat their breakfa-sts ; and at daylight had the
horses saddled, the artillery harnessed, and the baggai,^e
loaded up.
At ."). .V. M., of the 18th, he sent one hundred men of
the Fourth United States toAvards L<.^et's, and one hun-
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dred from the Fourth Michigan and Seventh Pennsylvania toward Ringgold. At 6, A. M., couriers arrived from
both, stating that the enemy was advancing in force.
Strengthening his pickets on the Lafayette road, he moved
with the Fourth United States and Fourth Michigan, and
a section of artillery, east about a mile and a half to a
ridge overlooking the Pea Vine Valley ; dispatching couriers at the same time to General Granger, at Rossville;
Colonel Wilder, at Alexander's bridge; General AVood,
commanding the left of Crittenden's corps at the mills,
and to General Crittenden, at CraVfish Spring. The rebel
infantry, in strong force, with long lines of cavalry flankers, advanced steadily, and drove the skirmishers back to
the foot of the Pea Vine Ridge, when the artillery, opening on the head of the infantry column, caused them to
halt and form line of battle, amid heavy skirmishing.
AVhile thus employed in contesting their advance, his
attention was called to a heavy column of dust moving
from the direction of Graysville and Ringgold toward
Dyre's ford, and on inspection, a column of infantry,
mUes in length, was seen by means of an ordinary fieldglass, marching steadily toward the ford. He sent a
courier to Colonel AVilder, asking him to send a force to
the ford to cover his left, and being pressed in front and
left flank, fell back to a position immediately covering
Reed's bridge. Colonel Miller, with two regiments and a
couple of pieces of artillery from AVilder's command here
reporting, was directed to occupy and hold the ford.
The brigade being now together, all the pickets, except
on the Lafayette road being in, Minty ordered an advance
and drove the rebel infantry over the ridge and back into
the Pea Vine valley. The rebels now formed a continuo u s line, crescent-shaped, reaching from the creek above
Dyre's ford across the ridge into the Pea Vine valley,
15
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and numbere(l betAveen seven and ten thousand men ; fifteen regimental stands of colors bting visible, and advancing Avith determination, drove the brigade steadily
across the ridge ;ind toAvard the bridg(\
Minty UOAV directed (Japtain A'ale, brigade inspector, to
move the baggage across the creek, and Lieutenant Griffin to form his artillery Avitli one scpiadron of the Fourth
United States cavalry as support, into an ambu.sh behind
some bushes, near the bank ; and moving the remainder
of the Fourth United States across the bridge, formed it
on t lie high ground immediately Avest of the creek ; held
the Seventh Pennsylvania and Fourth Michigan in line to
check any on-rush of the rebel force.
The rebels foUoAved promptly, breaking into column,
and emerged from the gap but a feAv hundred yards
from the bridge, before the Fourth United States
began to cross. Lieutenant Griflan opened on them with
canister, from the ambush, checking their advance, and,
as they were deploying, the Seventh Pennsylvania and
F o u r t h Michigan delivered a terrific saber charge, riding
into the thronging masses of their infantry, and hewing
them doAvn by the score ; drove their center back to the
ridge and through the gap. Their right AAing, hoAvever,
moving u p the creek, had now approached to Avithin tAvo
hundred yards of the bridge, and their artillery fire, sweeping the entire space from Mrs. Reed's house to it, left no
alternative but an immediate retreat, if, indeed, retreat
was possible. For several moments it looked as though
the whole brigade east of the creek AA-OUUI be captured or
annihilated ; the enemy Avas sAvarming again by thousands thi'ough the gap. pressing in a long, compact line,
supported by heavy columns, up the creek, their artillery
raking eveiy foot of space between the little line of
mounted men in blue and the bridge, as Avell as that ave-
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nue of escape itself; and the less than one thousand
horsemen, circled in a thin, scant line, confined to a space
not more than two hundred yards in greatest diameter.
Minty directed the Fourth Michigan to form in column
of twos; four horses could not move abreast across the
bridge, and withdrew it at a trot across the narrow, rickety affair, the Seventh Pennsylvania followed quickly
in the same order, while one squadron of the Fourth
United States, which had been supporting the artillery,
being in great danger of capture, before the Seventh
could clear the bridge, wheeled, and by a most daring and
desperate saber charge, cleared sufficient space and gained
suflicient time to cover the crossing of the Seventh Pennsylvania, and make good their own retreat. Not only
that, but the gallant commander of the squadron. Lieutenant AVirt Davis, halted with a few of his men, while on
the bridge, though it was then raked by every discharge
from the rebel artillery, and tearing up the rails and
boards composing the flooring, rendered it, for the time
being, impassable. The artillery had meanwhile been
crossed near the bridge, where the creek was supposed to
be unf ordable, and one squadron of the Fourth Michigan,
under Lieutenant Simpson, being on picket duty on the
Harrison and Lafayette road, south of Reed's bridge, was
cut off, and only escaped capture by swimming the creek.
Minty now formed line on the high ground west of the
creek, and disputed the passage for* over two hours, holding the whole rebel force in check the while. A large
body, however, moved up the east side, and joining
Hood's division at Alexander's bridge, forced Colonel
AVilder, about three o'clock, to fall back. Minty had,
soon after crossing, sent Captain Vale toward Gordon's
Mills with the wagon train and guard, with instructions
to select ground where a stand could be made, place such
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forces as might be sent to him into position, and report
to him from time to time any movement occurring on his
fiank or rear ; about half past four, i'. M., he received from
Cajilain \'ale this dispatiii "C'olonel Wilder has fallen
l)a(d\. from Alexander's bridge, he is n-treating toward
(Gordon's Mills, and the enemy is crossing the river at all
points in force "
Colonel .Miller Avas UOAV called in from Dyiv's ford, and
Minty fell ba(iv to J a c k ' s saw-mill, where a second stand
was made for over an hour, Avhen, being completely outflanked, he Avas driven steadily, the rebels advancing in
in line, as the country Avas open, to the A'ineyard House,
near Lee and Gordon's Mills, Avliere he joined the left division of Crittenden's force at dark. AA'^ithout waiting to
report. Colonel Minty immediately dismounted his com
mand, and forming on the right of Colonel Wilder's brigade, thus extended the line from the Chickamauga
creek to the A^ineyard House on the Chattanooga road.
After placing the brigade in position, Minty reported to
General Crittenden near Gordon s Mills. He there found
General Thomas AA^ood in command. General AA^ood wasAvriting, and looking up, said: "Colonel, I had just reported to General Rosecrans that j-oiir brigade was cut
off and captured." Colonel Minty said : •• AVhat grounds
had you for making such a report. General'. My brigade
is now covering your position." (xeneral AA^ood added a
postscript to his dispatch, stating that *• Minty's brigjide
had just come in."
Minty had l)e»Mi doing his best for tAA-o days to convince
General Crittenden that Bragg"s army Avas practically
niassed in front of our left r-^ar, and that he Avas re-inforced by Longstiet^ from the army of A'iiginia, but had
been scolb-d and jeered at foi' his }>ains. Crittenden, in
denying the correctness of Minty's infonnation, had said
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to General Rosecrans: " General, I can whip every rebel
within twenty miles of us with my own.corps." General
Wood, as well as the other officers of the corps, shared
Crittenden's disbelief in the presence of the enemy. An
incident which occurred just at dark will serve to show
how little credence was placed in the repeated dispatches
of Minty that a battle was impending. After moving the
baggage train inside the infantry lines, Captain Vale rode
to the front, and meeting the brigade, then falling back,
between Jack's saw-mill and the Vineyard House, was
ordered by Minty to repair at once to General Crittenden
and notify him of the near approach of the rebel army,
no reply having been received to his numerous dispatches
during the day. The captain found Crittenden in company of General Wood and Colonel Wilder at the'Vineyard House on the Chattanooga road, and delivered the
message. Crittenden asked in reply, " W h o is it that is
coming ? What have you been flghting out there ?'' The
captain replied: "Buckner's corps. Hood's division of
infantry and artillery, and some of Forrest's cavalry."
.Crittenden scoffed at the idea, and said: " Wilder here,"
turning to him, "has come in with the same outlandish
story ; there is nothing in this country except Pegrams'
dismounted, and Forrest's mounted cavalry, with a few
pieces of artUlery ; they have been flring on me all day,
but could not cross the creek." About that time Colonel
Minty rode up and reported, and Crittenden said: "Well,
Wood, as Wilder has been chased in from Alexander's
and Minty from Reed's bridges, I suppose we Avill have to
get ready for a little brush." Wood, ordering a brigade
of infantry to follow, moved to the line where Wilder's
and Minty's men were already skirmishing. Wood said:
"Well, Wilder, where is the enemy?" Wilder answered:
"Ride forward, General, ten paces, and you Avill see for
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yoiiis.lf." Just then the infantry biigade came up, and
filing past Wilder s left, formed line in front, and. as it
Jiassed by, (ieueral Crittenden added as a suiilileuient to
(ieneral Wood's ordei-s, addressing the colonel commanding it, but with a grimace toAA-ard AVilder : "And, Colonel,
Avee.x])ect Xo\\ei\Yn gmxl reportfnun i/nii." AVood lauglunl
cheerfully at the implied compliment, AVilder swore in an
undertone, and Minty gritted his teeth. The infantry
brigade enten'(l the Avoods. deployed, advanced a few
pac(^s beyond the skirniish line, Avhen it Avas assailed by
a most tremendous discharge of musketry in the front
and on both flanks, and breaking in pieces, it rushed back
over AVilder's and Minty's men in utter rout and disorganized panic. AVilder turned to Crittenden and said,
addressing Minty Avith grim humor : " Well, Colonel
Minty, the general has got his report," and AAithout A\aiting for orders, he and Minty dashed fonA'ard to the line
of their men, shouting, " A t t e n t i o n ! ForAvard, scA-enshooters ! " while AA-^ood, exclaiming, " B y gad, they aT-e
here I " Avheeled his horse and galloped off toward Gordon s Mills. The long rebel line Avas now AAithin thirty
yards of the rail barricades behind which AVilder and
Minty had sheltered their men, AVIIO UOAV opened with their
their repeating Spencer rifles, (called seven-.shooters,) a
continuous, well-sustained fire, and succeeded, after about
two hours' fighting, in repelling the attack. The position
thus successfully held Avas maintained by these brigades
the Avhole night, and until they were relievtnl by (lenei-al
Palmer s division at four o (lock the next morning.
For this it^pulse at dark, on the eA-ening of the IStli,
Genenil AA''ood. in most of the accounts of the battle of
Chickamauga, rectives mild credit ; couched in about
these terms: " Woo(l ivpul.sed a feeble attack of the
rebtds late on the evening of the ISth, " A-c., but Avhile
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the engagement was in front of Wood's left, the attack
was in point of fact repulsed, so far as any repulse was
had, by Colonel WUder's brigade of mounted infantry,
and Minty's brigade of cavalry, fighting dismounted.
Van Cleave's division came up at the close of the fight,
and, forming on the left, the commands lay on their arms
all night.
The importance of this day's operations of Minty's and
Wilder's brigades can only be appreciated by remembering that it was Bragg's intention to have thrown Buckner, Hood, Walker, Forrest, and Pegram on Crittenden's
left flank, in determined assault as early as 8 or 10 o' clock,
on the morning, when Polk's whole corps was to overwhelm him in an assault from the front or south; and
having disposedof him, pen Thomas up in McLemore's
cove, thus defeating the army in detail. The plan miscarried, not, as alleged by Bragg in his report, on account
of the tardiness of Polk, but because Buckner did not
succeed in crossing Reed's bridge until nearly 4, p. M.,
instead of 8, A. M., as expected, Buckner moved on
time, and at 6, A. M., was within a mile of the bridge, but
the persistent fighting and daring charges of Minty's men,
of which the one hundred and two rebel graves at Reed's
bridge are to-day mute, but undeniable witnesses, compelled him to fight a long, determined battle before
crossing; and to slow, cautious movements, with frequent halts and deployments in his after-progress; so
hampered and delayed his march, that there was no
"sweeping up the creek, " and prevented the blow that
was planned to fall on Crittenden, when in self-inflicted
blindness he was laughing, in fancied security, at the demonstrations of '' dismounted cavalry'' along his front
from falling.
The same persistent resistance and bold tactics on the
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part of Wilder embarrassed and delayed Walker and
Hood at Alexander's bridge, and though AValker succeeded in dislodging AVilder, and saving the bridge at
about 1, V M., yet he did not rush in to the attack until Buckner's advance cleared his right. Minty .says in
his report; "AVith less than eleven hundred men, the
old First brigade had disputed the advance of seven thousand, from 7 o'chxiv in the morning, until 5 o'(iock in
the evening, and during that time fell back only five
miles. "
Forrest, in his "Campaigns, " says, page318 : "Johnson (of Buckner's command) was in motion early on
Friday morning, 18th, with four brigades, four thousand
three hundred bayonets, and tAvelve guns. Forrest covered this column in front and right flank, and came in
contact Avitli the Federal cavalry at Keeler's Mill, on Pea
A''ine creek. Swiftly dismounting his men, a sharp skirmish took place ; but Johnson pressing up and throAving
forward his skirmishers, the enemy Avere swept back to
Reed's bridge, where another sharp affair, with severe loss
occurred before the bridge was seized ; and the infantry
began to cross about 3, p. M. '' He also, on page 314, says
t h a t '' LaAv and Robertson's brigades had come u p from
Ringgold, and that Major General Hood had joined at
Reed's bridge. " The Avliole force thus employed in
driving in AA'ilder and Minty Avas over si.xteen thousand
men. Polk stood idle all day waiting for the attack on
Crittenden's left, Avlii(ii ncA-er came.
From all Avliich it AAill be seen that the minutes of fighting were AA-orth hours, and tnicli individual casnaltA' in
Minty and AVilder's brigades Avortli hundreds of men to
Ro.secrans' army that ISth of Sejiteniber, iSC.:}. Y^t in
the histories of the camjiaign and battle, the Avhole matter is ignored as though it had never occuired ; in order
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that the willful blindness of a favorite corps commander
may not be made manifest.
An incident of tragic horror occurred at Reed's bridge,
which, whUe not witnessed by the author personally, was
narrated with such circumstantial minuteness, by eye
witnesses at the time, as leaves no doubt of its truth.
On the Harrison Lafayette road, about one hundred and
fifty yards from the biidge, stood the house of Mrs. Reed,
near which Colonel Minty had his head-quarters. The
family consisted of herself and two or three small children. She seemed to be in fair circumstances, and all her
provisions, house, and premises were carefully protected
during our stay. She was a quiet, modest lady, unobtrusive and of fair intelligence, much respected, and treated
with esteem by the colonel and staff officers. When, on
the morning of the 18th, it became evident that we, being
forced back from Pea Vine Ridge, would have a hard fight
at the bridge, the colonel, in the midst of his pressing
duties, rode up to the house, informed her of the fact
that a desperate battle would take place around her, and
urged her, in the strongest terms, to take her children
across the creek out of danger. She most determinedly
and emphatically refused, said she was not afraid, and
that not only would she not leave the house, but that
she would resist any effort to take her away by force.
Various staff officers, also, entreated her, if not on her
own, on account of her children, to take them and go at
least to the picket post up the Lafayette road ; but without avail, she would not go, nor would she remain inside
the house, but was continually out viewing the scene.
When the rebel line had been driven back over the
ridge, the colonel again urged her to run away from the
house, and on her refusing, as before, ordered her, in peremptory tones, to "stay inside the house." The house
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Avas a strong one, built of log.s, but had no cellar. This
she iiiomised to do, but Avlien our lines were driven back
by the final advance of the rebtds, she rushed out to the
road, shouting, " Y o u Yanks are running! Gur anny is
coming! Our friends Avill not h u r t m e , " &c., seemingly
crazed Avitli extitenient ; just then a rebtd battery, getting into a position to sAveej), with an enfilading fire, the
space from the bridge to the Lafayette load, opened fire
not more than two hundred yards away, using either canister oi-spherical case; and at the first discharge, some
of their missiles struck and laid her a mangled corpse in
front of her door. W h a t became of her children Ave
never learned. Tlu» colonel, when informed of her tragic
fate, deeply regretted not having had her forcibly remoA-ed, which he intended doing, but the rapid advance
of the enemy in their final attack gave him no opportunity. The author gives this on the statement of a number Avho claim to have been eyewitnesses, but has not the
means of either verifying or contradicting it.
On the morning of the 19tli, the brigade was relieved
by General Palmer's diAision, and moved to the west of
the A'ineyard house, the men and horses were fed, for the
first time within twenty-four hours. About 10, A. M.,
the battle being then on, and in full tide, Minty was ordered to the left in rear of the line to protect the trains
of the army moving into Chattamxjga, camping that night
at Rossville.
During the forenoon of the 20th, Minty, under orders
from General Granger, was posted at the ford of the
Chickamauga, near Missionary Mills, and sent strong
patrols to Chickamauga station and Gmysville, Avithout
meeting the enemy From this he was i-ecalled, in the
afternoon, by General Granger, and directed to occnjiy
his, Granger" s, jiosition on the Ringgold and KossviUe
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road; Granger marching immediately to the assistance of
General Thomas.
Pushing forward toward Red House bridge, Minty came
in collision with Scott's brigade, about one thousand five
hundred strong, and after about an hour's fighting, drove
them across the creek, with considerable loss. The brigade remained in this position during the night, Avith
strong pickets at Red House bridge. Although the night
was very cold, arid we had no fires, every man remained in
position, sitting on the ground bridle in hand ; we were
chilled and miserable, feeling that the army had been defeated, and that our only chance to regain the field was
the timely arrival of Burnside, with the Ninth corps, from
Knoxville.
About daybreak, on the 21st, cheering was heard away
to our rear, near RossviUe. Every man sprang to his feet,
all feeling that Burnside had come, and we could whip
the enemy yet. The misery of the night was forgotten,
the blood coursed through our veins once more, and we
felt bright and cheerful, hopeful of the issue of the conflict.
Colonel Minty sent a couple of orderlies to Rossville to
learn the cause. They soon returned with the disheartening news that General Thomas, whose left we supposed
we were supporting and covering, had fallen back during
the night, and was then in position at Rossville Gap, over
two miles in our rear ! As soon as reports came in from
the pickets, stating that all was quiet. Colonel Minty galloped back to Rossville and reported his position. General Thomas said, in quite a grave manner, " You should
not be there." Minty replied, " I am aware of that, general, but there I am, and the question is what is the best
for me to d o ? " After a moment. General Thomas said,
" Well, as you are there, delay the advance of the enemy
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as much as possible, give me all the time you can to prepare for them."
By 7, A. M.. the enemy Avere discovered advancing on
Mission Mills, Ringgold, and Dyre's Ford roads. The
country Avas rough and hilly ; Ave made a strong show of
resistance at every :ivailable point, and did not allow
Bi-agg to strike General Thomas' position until afternoon.
.\ detailed account of the battle of Chickamauga, Avith
the movements of the various organizations sharing in its
glories and its horrors, is not Avithin the scope of this
work, but a feAv pages can properly be devoted to outlining its prominent features.
Bragg, though foiled in his grand scheme of attacking
and cutting Rosecrans' army to pieces, in dettiU on the
18th, determined to extend his right, on the 19th, and,
overlapping the Federal left, crush it in, and seizing the
Chattiinooga and Lafayette roads, north of Lee and Gordon' s Mills, plant his army finally between Rosecrans and
Chattanooga, thus compassing his defeat and consequent
destruction.
He, therefore, during the night of the 18th, brought up
his forces, pushed P o l k ' s Avhole corps across the creek at
Dalton and Tedford's fords, and Alexander's bridge, and
moving Buckner and AA''alker, Avitli Forrest and Pegram,
to Jacks' saAv-mill, thence westward, formed his line a
short distance east of the main Chattanooga road, and
commenced the attack AAith his extreme right at about
10, A. M., of the 19th. During the Avhole of that day,
assault after assault Avas delivered on the left of Ro.se
crans army, Avliich, AAith tlu' constant extension of the
rebel right, necessitated a conesponding augmentation
and extension of his left. To effect this, Thomas, AVIIO
arrived at Lee and Gordon s Mills about 11, A. .M., was
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immediately formed on tht- left of (Jrittendt^n, slightly
east and nearly iiarallel Avitli t\\e. Lafayette r o a d ; and
lattu'in the day, about 1, r. M., McCook, Avho had just
come upon the ground after a night and half day's constant marching, during Avhich he covered nearh^ fifty
miles, Avas likeAvise dispattdied, Avith the greatt-r part of
his cor})s, to the left of Thomas.
About 1, p M., Thcmias, thus re-inforced by Johnson's
division, of McCook's corps, advanced, in c(mjuncti(m
Avith Palmer's division, of Crittenden's corps, and drove
AA^alker's corps and Landell's and Armstrong's divisions,
of Bragg's army, back almost to Reed's bridge.
About 4, p. M., Hood, Avith a part of Longstreet's corps
and three of Hill's divisions, advanced directly on the
line in front of the Vineyard house, and succeeded in
penetrating it ; passed over, and half a mile west of the
Chattanooga road and nearly to the mountain road at Mr.
Glenn's house. Here around a hill Rosecrans massed
about forty pieces of artillery, and opened on the dense
masses of the enemy with terrific effect, while the portions of the severed line forming on each side poured a
destructive fire of musketry into their ranks. In less than
an hour, the AAiiole rebel force, sev^en divisions, was torn
to pieces, and driven back Avith a loss of over sixty per
cent., to, and beyond, or east of the main Chattanooga
road, and tlie line reestablished. About 6, p M., Rosecrans advanced his AAIIOIC left and center, and by desperate fighting drove the whole right and center of Bragg
east of the road to and beyond J a c k ' s saAv-mill, and
almost to Reed's and Alexander's bridges ; and held the
ground until night closed the contest. Rosecrans had
now cleared the Avay for his army to Chattanooga, and
Bragu' had failed in the (-fl'ort t(» cut him off, and the battle of the da\- closed Avitli the advantage in favoi' of the
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former in having repulsed the as.saults and held his
ground.
During the night. Rosecrans moved his right some miles
north and A\-estAvar(l, and e.xttuided his left so as to cover
the approatdies to Chattanooga from the tlire(iion of Gord(m's .Mills, thus planting his army on the first foot-lulls
of Mission Ridge, and facing it generally south-east; during the p.ith, the army had fought facing generally east.
The battle Avas resumed early on the 20tli, by detennined
and Jiersistent assaults on the left, as on the day before.
During the whole forenoon, and uji to 4 o'clock in the
afternoon, Bragg dashed his forces, Avave after Avave,
against Rosecrans' left, commanded by the steadfast
Thomas, only to be hurled in disordered masses from that
front; but, in the terrific fighting required to hold the
position, the left and center Avere badly depleted, and reinforcements had to be constantly sent to that quarter,
which necessitated either a weakening or shortening of
the line on the right and right center. Rosecrans ordered
a constant closing of ranks toward the left; in one of
these movements, AA'ood Avas ordered to •'close with his
division on Brannon's right and support him;"" b u t another division, under orders to mov-e to Thomas, not having yet marched, AA^^ood decided that the quickest Avay to
reach Brannon was to AvithdraAv his division, and march
in rear of the line, to the position designated. This withdrawal, and the movement of the division next on the right
of Brannon, left a gap in the line betAveeii Thomas and
McCook of nearly a mile. It so occurred, that just at this
hour, Bragtr. despairing of defeating the left under Thomas,
directed Longsti-eet, Avho commanded tln^ left Aving of his
army, to assail the right and center of Roseci-ans. Longstreet, moving forAA-ard, pushed his leading divisions
through the gap, and McCook, being assailed in front and
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left fiank, Avas defeated, and driven from the field, retreating over Mission Ridge into Chattanooga.
Granger, AAith the reserves, four thousand in number,
moved from Rossville, and formed on Thomas' right; Avhen
the Avhole rebel armv, for more than four hours, surged
around the position of Thomas, assaulting him on the
left, front, and right simultaneously
The battle swayed
and roared around the crescent-shaped lines of Thomas,
until night put an end to the conflict, but Thomas held
his position without giving an inch of ground, and repulsed, with great slaughter, every assault of the enemy
He here justly earned the sobriquet of " T h e Rock of
Chickamauga,'' and won for himself the lasting gratitude
of the array and the Nation. It is true he had with him
more than two thirds of the army, but this detracts nothing from, but rather adds to, his glory in holding his position, and inflicting on the enemy a terrible defeat, after
finding his comrades in arms driven from the field and
himself left to act on his own responsibility. During
the night, Thomas withdrew to Rossville, and the morning of the 21st found him in line facing the foe. He held
his position that day, and on the 22d, marched to Chattanooga.
As Ave have seen, the retreat of Thomas left Minty on
the morning of the 21st, two miles in front of his new
line. The rebel advance being held in check until nearly
night, he Avas ordered to send the Fourth United States
to Rossville, and with the remainder of the brigade, he
moved to the left, guarding the passes of the ridge on that
fiank. On the morning of the 22d, the Fourth United
States Avas attacked at Rossville, and Minty moved the
Seventh Pennsylvania and Fourtli Michigan to its support, and A\-as soon engaged in a desperate confiict. The
rebels advanced in force in front and on both flanks, diiv-
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ing him, AAith heavy loss, back almost to the top of the
KossviUe jiass. The principal loss fell on the Seventh
Pennsylvania, Avhich here bore the brunt of the conflict.
Captain D. (b May, of K company, Avas here kUled ; First
Lieutenant Bernard Reilly, Jr., of F company, wounded,
and thirty men of the regiment either killed or Avounded.
The rebels did not press their advantage, and Minty retired to Chattanooga, where he arrived about 7, P . M.
Thus, to Minty belongs tlit^ credit of having opened and
closed the great battle of Chickamauga. On the 23d, the
Seventh Pennsylvania and Fourth Michigan worked in
the trenches in front of Chattanooga, and on the 24th,
crossed the Tennessee and camped on Opossum creek,
picketing the Tennessee river from AA^ashington to Sandy
Shoals.
Minty states in his official report, under date of December 26,1863, " t h a t the entire loss in the brigade from
the day he was attacked at Pea A'ine creek until he
crossed the Tennessee river, on the 24tli, was one hundred
killed, wo.unded, and missing;'' that the " missing was six
from having been captured, and two not accounted for."
That during that time he '"took from the enemy four
hundred and thirty-nine in prisoners alone." The tabulated list of casualties (certainly not full) is as follows:
KILLED,
REGIMENTS.

'/.
^

Total,

....

1

MISSING.
r/J
iu)

X

u

^

O

^

—
Fourth United i-^tato.<,
Seventh Penn.sylvania,
Fourth .AIicliii.':iii,
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.')
4
1
1(1

' ' •

1
1

14
14
"

o

TZ

O
•
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c

^
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1

20
IS

3

15
53
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The officers commended in Minty's report are "Lieutenant Wirt Davis, Fourth United States cavalry, for gallantly covering the retreat across Reed's bridge, and performing his duty in a uniformly satisfactory manner."
"Lieutenant Simpson, Fourth Michigan cavalry, for
saving his picket after being cut off, and bringing it in
without loss, by swimming the creek."
In support of the position taken in the text, that Minty's
brigade warded off the crushing blow descending on Crittenden and Thomas on the 18th, which, if delivered as
contemplated, must have been disastrous to the army,
the following extract from Bragg's order, for the operations of that day, is inserted:
[CIRCULAR.]
" HEAD-QUARTERS ARMY OF TENNESSEE,
IN THE FIELD, LEET'S TAN-YARD, September 18, 1863.

I. Johnson's column, (Hood's,) on crossing at, or near Reed's bridge,
will turn to the left by the most practicable route, and sweep up the Chickamauga toAvards Lee and Gordon's Mills.
II. Walker, on crossing at Alexander's bridge, will unite in this move,
and push vigorously on the enemy's flank and rear in the same direction.
m . Buckner, crossing at Telford's ford, will join in the movement to
the left, and press the enemy up the stream from Polk's front, at Lee and
Gordon's Mills.
IV Polk will press his forces to the front of Lee and Gordon's Mills.
(Signed)

G. W

BRANT,

A. A. G.

An officer of considerable experience and rank, and
who has made the movements of the armies in many
fields a special study, writing to General Minty since the
war, and since the facts, movements, and military conditions of both armies on that day have been fully made
knoAvn, says : " I t will, I think, be seen that you held
on that day, September 18th, Ihe key of the position, the
left of the army, and so successfully that the rebels'
plan was frustrated. It cost General Thomas thousands
16
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of men to maintain it, persistently fought for on tAvodays.
Had the rebiis succeeded early on the morning of the
IStli, in taking Reed's bridge, not only Colonel AVilder,
but the Avhole army, Avould have been seriously compromised. I am sure, had General Rosecrans knoAvn all the
facts, he Avould have added the 18th to the number of
days, ' the army could not liavt; dispensed Avitli the
cavalry.
" The more I consider the facts concerning the situation
of the army and learn of the rebel"s, t h e prouder I am of
0

your glorious services. Ord says of the Hood campaign
in Middle Tennessee, • Preston s division effecied an unobstructed passage at Huntsville,' &c. Not so Avith
Johnson and Walker, at Reed's and Alexander's bridges.
W i t h o u t them there was no ' sAveeping u p the Chickamauga and vigorously pressing the enemy's fiank and
rear, ' and, Avhen the passage was effected, your persistent presence and line of retreat made the rebels fear to
'turn to the left,' and so expose you to their flank and
lear. It was not cavalry you were fighting, as Bragg's
order proves
*
*
*
QU the Avhole, colonel,
while you have earned many laurels, at no time can I
find you doing such valuable services to the army of the
Cumberland as on the 18th of September, 1863. "
(For full list of casualties, see appendix.)

CHAPTER XVI.
FROM OCTOBER 4 TO NOVEMBER 17. 1863
WHEELER'S R A I D — F I G H T AT COTTONPORT—BATTLE N E A R

MCMINNVILLE—

BATTLE N E A R FARMINGTON—MINTY UNDER A R R E S T — D E F E A T OF W H E E L ER AT SUGAR CREEK, ALABAMA—COLONEL L O W IN COMMAND—FIRST AND
THIRD BRIGADES CONSOLIDATED—FIRST BRIGADE DISMOUNTED—RE-ENLIST
AS VETERANS—FOURTH

UNITED

STATES IN NORTH

MISSISSIPPI—BATTLE

OF W E S T POINT, ALABAMA.

" Come with me now, to the picket, come.
Follow the bugle, the bugle, the d r u m !
That's a sharpshooter's rifle w e hear.
And that was the bullet which sang so n e a r ;
There's another rifle, that shrill, sharp sound,
And yonder's a wounded man on the ground,
W i t h the blood flowing out in a crimson tide
From a gaping hole in his quivering side ;
Don't sicken and pale at the sights you see,
For this is where only men should be. "
—Song of the

Drwm.

N the 4th of October, the brigade, while guarding the long line of the Tennessee river, from
Washington to below Sales creek, w^s attacked by five thousand cavalry under Wheeler, who, throwing a strong force across the river, then very low, at Cottonport, near Washington, drove off a picket of the
Fourth Michigan, and succeeded in massing his command
near the river bank. Minty, with about four hundred
men, consisting of detachments of the Fourth United
States, Fourth Michigan, and Seventh Pennsylvania,
not on picket duty along the river, promptly attacked,
but was as promptly defeated, and after two hours of
skirmishing, merely to gain time to gather in his scat(243)
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tered forces, he Avithdrew to Smith's cross roads. During the night, Minty prejjared the conimand as Avtdl
as iiossible. in the abstuice of ivgular food and foragv,
for the long, hard maich he saAv AAUS before them ; tind
at daylight on the r)th, Avitli about one thousand men,
started in jmrsuit ol' AVheeler, AVIIO had moved across
Waldicu's ridge, in the direction of Pikeville. On the
same day, ()(ioi)er 4tli, another body of rebel caA-alry,
(.Armstrong's division,) and two brigades of Hodge's division, of Forest's conimand, had b)rce(l the lines of our
Second brigade, near Chattanooga, and pressing rapidly
forward, cajitured and burned a large Avagon train in
Swtnlen'scoA-e, at the lower end of the Sequatchie A''alley;
both bodies uniting that night at Pikeville.
Minty, on the ."ith, reached Pikeville about noon, and
halted at the foot of the Cumberland mountains, until 2,
p. Af., to feed, when, resuming the march, at that hour he
formed a junction Avitli the Second brigade, and Genei'al
Cook, commanding the division, being present, reported to
him. The column moved as rapidly as possible, crossing
the mountains in the direction of McMinnville. A\''hen
about eight miles from that place, the Second brigade
being in the advance, struck the rebel rear guard, developing a Ihie of about one thousand men, Avithout artillery, strongly posted on some hills, commanding a gorge
or defile through Avliich the road passed. After some
skirmishing, the Second brigade Avas halted to feed and
rest, Avliile Minty Avas .s(^nt forAA-ard to dislodge the enemy
A brisk fight, lasting about tAvo hours, or until dark,
ensue(l. The nature of the ground preventing the efb-ctive use of mounted men, the Fourth United States and
Fourth Michigan A\-»>re dismounted, and advancingon foot,
drove the rebels from their position. Avhen the Seventh
Pennsylvania (duirged through the defile, mounted, com-
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pleting the rout of the enemy, who fled rapidly toward
McMinnville. The rebels lost in this affair eighteen
killed and fifty-seven wounded, besides forty-nine unwounded captured. The loss of the brigade was three
killed, eight wounded in the Fourth United States ; two
kUled, nine wounded in Fourth Michigan, and one killed
and six wounded in the Seventh Pennsylvania; the latter
regiment receiving but one volley, when it made the
charge.
The division camped on the field, about half a mUe
toward McMinnville, it being quite dark, and scouts reporting Wheeler halted in position at that place.
The column moved at daylight, the 6th, and in about
two hours developed the rebel line at the river, a short
distance south-east of the town. Skirmishing was kept
up until about 11, A. M., when the Second brigade was
moved to the left, toward the Morrison road. Wheeler
then fell back to a position covering both the Woodbury
and Morrison roads, about a mile and a half south-west
of the town. At 1, P. M., Minty assailed this position
with his whole brigade, fighting dismounted, while the
Second brigade made a determined effort to turn or break
through their right flank, in order to interpose the division between them and the Nashville and Chattanooga
railroad. Cook's whole command did not number two
thousand men, while the combined force under Wheeler
reached nearly five thousand, nearly one thousand having
already deserted and scattered through the country
The movement of the Second brigade was met by a par
tial withdrawal of the enemy's right, allowing the brigade
to push forward nearly a mile, when it was checked by a
heavy fire in front, and, being cortipletely enfiladed, was
most disastrously repulsed, losing one hundred and fiftyfour men kiUed and wounded. Minty, advancing in line,
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for a time drove the rebels in his front, but on the repulse
of the Second brigade, Avas held at bay The Second
having noAv re-formed on the left of Minty, the fight Avas
continued until night, Avithout any material advantage
on either side, Avlien AVheeler AvithdreAv, marciiing in the
direction of Woodbury
On the night of the (>tli, the Second brigade moved to
the left to Manchester, and opened communication Avith
Colonel LoAv. of the Fifth loAva, and Lieutenant Colonel
Galbraith, First Middle Tennessee Cavalry, who had that
day been fighting Martin's division at near AA^artrace.
At daylight of the 6tli, Minty maiched to Readyville,
skirmishing Avith the rebel rear-guard. AA^heeler having,
late in the afternoon, thrown the head of his column
across the railroad at AA''artrace, burned two small bridges
and inflicted some slight damage, moved, during the
night and early morning of the 7tli, to Shelbyville, where
he halted to feed.
At Readyville, the enemy suddenly disappeared from
Minty's front, and, communication having been opened
with General Cook, he Avas directed to march to ShelbvvUle, by way of Murfreesboro', Avithout stopping, holding himself, meanwhile, under the orders of General
Butterfield. On arriving at Shelbyville, about 1, p. M.,
and reporting to General Cook, Minty was ordered to
halt his command and feed, and, as Minty understood,
(the order not being in writing,) to "'aAvait further ord e r s ; " but as General Buttei-field afterwards insisted,
'• for one hour, and report to him for orders." The order
was, in fact, given by General Butterfield to Geneial
Cook, and by him to Minty, and Avas somehow mixed.
Minty, after feeding, rested alongside the road out which
the commands of Cook and Butterfield had moved to
wards Farmington, "AA-aiting for ordei-s to move," until
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nearly 5, P. M., when an aid from General Butterfield
rode up from the front, with intelligence that a battle
was in progress at Farmington, ten miles distant, and an
order to report with his brigade at once. He moved forward at a gallop, and arrived in time to join in the final
attack.and defeat of the enemy, the Fourth United States
capturing some prisoners, but with his horses so blown
that effective pursuit was impossible. General Butterfield peremptorily ordered the arrest of Minty for alleged
disobedience of orders and tardiness of movement in the
presence of the enemy, whereupon General Cook relieved
him of the command of the brigade, which was temporarily assigned to Colonel Sipes, of the Seventh Pennsylvania.
On the 8th of October, the First and Third brigades,
Second Cavalry division, were consolidated, and Colonel
Low, of the Fifth Iowa cavalry, assigned to the command.
Taking the head of the column, the pursuit of Wheeler
was rapidly pushed, the Fifth Iowa in the advance.
The rear-guard of the enemy, composed of Kirkpatrick's brigade, halted at Sugar creek, about ten mUes
from the Elk river, and erected barricades, behind which
they proposed disputing our advance, for the purpose of
covering the crossing of their main force over both the
Elk and Tennessee rivers.
Colonel Low, now commanding about twenty-three
hundred men, struck this force at 10, A. M. After some
demonstrations and sharp skirmishing in front, the Fifth
Iowa, a well mounted and equipped regiment of nearly
eleven hundred men, gained a position on the left favorable to a charge, and rushing in, with draAvn sabers,
dislodged the whole rebel brigade, killing thirteen,
wounding one hundred and fifty, and capturing eightyfive unwounded. The remainder broke into the woods.
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scattered all over the country, and escajied. This charge
of the Fifth Iowa Avas nuwle in three lines, or column of
battalions, AA-as a most brilliant affair, and reflects great
credit on the regimental commander and his brave officere
and men. The bidance of the brigade was quickly broken
into column of fours, and rushing forAvard at a galop, in
the hope of bringing Wln^eler's Avliole fence to bay,
reaciied the Elk in about an hour, only to find that he
had made good his escape, abandoning, lioAA-eA'er, two
pieces of artillery and some wagons on the banks of the
Tennessee. The brigade, in this last ten or tAvelve miles,
gathered up about IAVO hundred and forty of the rebel
stragglers.
The force with Avhich AVheeler crossed the Tennessee,
on the 4tli, was his own cavalry corps, consisting of Martin's and Armstrong's divisions of three brigades each,
and Hodge's division of tAvo brigades, or in all nine brigades, numbering not less than six thousand men, and
tAvelve pieces of artillery
He destroyed one hundred
wagons loaded Avitli commissary stores and forage in the
Sequatchie vaUey, burned two small bridges, and sUghtly damaged about five miles of the railroad, near AA'artrace, and captured one hundred and fifty infantry guards
at the tAvo bridges *, this, Avith the scare, AA-as all the damage he inflicted. He lost four pieces of artillery ; two
captured and two abandoned ; over five hundied killed,
nearly eight hundred Avounded, and eleven hundred taken
prisoners. He ivcros.sed the Tennessee on the Sth, at
Muss(d Shoals, Alabama, Avitli tight i)ieces of artillery,
and less than three thousanil dejected men, his horses
broken doAA-n, and a thoroughly disorganized command.
The diffenmce is the number of deserters Avho Avere •• tired
of the Avah, sail; " and went home to stay This was the
last extensive raid against our rear and lines of coiumu-
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nication Bragg attempted, he being satisfied that, as Morgan" s raid into Kentucky and Ohio had cost him over
four thousand, and Wheeler, in four days of that kind of
Avork, had lost over three thousand of his best cavalry,
the raiding business, as a paying institution, was a failure, i. e., the costs were greater than the profits. The
loss to the biigade was, after Colonel Low took command, eight killed and nineteen wounded ; or a total of
eighteen killed and forty-six wounded and three captured.
Among the seriously wounded was Lieutenant Edward
Tucker, of the Fourth Michigan cavalry, who was shot
at Cottonport ford, while gallantly resisting the crossing
of AA^heeler, on the 4th, and being taken to Chattanooga,
died on the 7th, at that place
Colonel Low moved his command, on the 9th, to Rogersville, Alabama, where it remained, doing picket and
scouting d u t y to the 15th, when he moved to the left and
occupied Maysville, Alabama.
The brigade, still holding its designation of First brigade. Second Cavalry division, now consisted of Fourth
United States cavalry, Seventli Pennsylvania, Fourth
Michigan, and Fifth Iowa cavalry, with the following
field and staff:
Colonel AV AV Low, Fifth Iowa, commanding ; Captain R. Burns, Fourth Michigan, Acting Assisting Adjutant General; Captain Joseph G. Vale, Seventh Pennsylvania, Acting Assistant Inspector General; Lieutenant
AA^ ]\I. AA^indom, Fourtli United States, Acting Assistant Quartermaster ; Lieutenant S. M. West, Fifth loAva,
Acting Assistant Commissary ; Lieutenant C. A. B. Laudon, Fifth Iowa, Provost Marshal ; Lieutenant J. G.
Taylor, Seventh Pennsylvania, Ordinance Officer ; Br.
B. L. AVise, Fifth Iowa, Brigade Surgeon ; Lieutenant
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.1. W Weatson, Fifth loAva, Aid-de-cani]) ; Lieutenant
(). A. Langworthy, Fifth loAva, Aul-(le-cam]>.
The continued arduous services of the Fourth United
States, Fourth Michigan, and Seventh Pennsylvania had
by this time rendered most of the horses of these regiments unfit for .service. The si.x; days devoted to the pursuit of Wheeler had been particularly severe on them.
Following, as it did, the clos(^ of the canii)aign, from
McMinnville to Peeler's Mills and the battle of Chickamauga, it seemed to break them completely doAvn, and
no care or attention it Avas possible to bestoAv stayed
their doAvuAA'ard course. EA-en in arms and equipments,
these regiments were becoming sadly deficient, Avliile the
(iothing of the men Avas reduced to rags. Captain A'ale,
the brigade inspector, gave great umbrage to the officers
of his regiment by putting it, the Seventh Pennsylvania,
in his report of a special inspection of the brigade, October 2(», 1863, the lowest in eA-erything except drill and
the ••soldierly a p p e a r a n c e " and ••conduct" of the men ;
Avhile rating the Fifth Iowa " f i r s t " in "condition of
horses and equipments."' But when it is taken into account that the Fifth Iowa had been recently remounted,
had remained on guard d u t y at Manchester and Decherd
during the Chickamauga campaign, not in any active
d u t y before joining in the pursuit of AA'heeler, at Shelbyville, and even then not marching one hundred miles to
the other regiments, one thousand ; had been in camp,
with every opportunity for keeping their arms and equi})ments (lean and bright, Avhile the others AAere from J u n e
23d to that time entirely without tents, compelled to
bivouac in the open air without any leisure oi- opportunity to take even ordinary care of their aims ; the report,
besides having been strictly true and imi)artial, was, and
should have Keen regarded, as the highest conii>liment it
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was possible to pay the Seventh, as well as the other old
regiments of the brigade, which likewise were rated very
low.
The approval of this report at brigade and division
head-quarters resulted in an order directing the Fourth
Michigan and Seventh Pennsylvania to turn in their
horses, arms, and equipments, and serve dismounted while
waiting a re-issue. They thus gained an opportunity for
a little rest, and full camp and garrison equipage having
been issued, the camp assumed rather a holiday appearance. The brigade lay thus comparatively inactive, at
MaysviUe, Alabama, for over a month. About the 1st of
November, a general muster in of promoted officers occurred, among which was Colonel W B. Sipes, from
lieutenant colonel of the Seventh Pennsylvania, on account of constant and faithful services, to rank from July
26, 1868.
(The promotions of the line officers will appear in appendix. )
On the 6th of November, Captain Vale, brigade inspector, received a furlough to have an operation performed
on account of injuries received during the Chickamauga
campaign, and being assigned to duty at Harrisburg,
Pennsylvania, as recraiting officer for the regiment, was,
at his own request, reUeved from duty as inspector. The
head-quarters of the brigade was transferred to Huntsville,
Alabama, about the middle of November, and on the 1st
of December the brigade went into permanent camp at
that place. On the 18th of December, Colonel Low obtained a sick furlough, and did not again join the command. Same day Colonel Sipes assumed command of
the brigade. The Fourth Michigan now received a complete re-mount of horses and complement of arms and
equipments. The Fourth United States had received
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their re-mount .some time before, and the Seventh Pennsylvania Avas engaged in guarding the railroad to Columbia; on Avhicli duty it continued until the 2d of January,
1864, Avheii, having reenlisted as a v»4eran organization,
it received a •'vetenm furlough," and started for Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.
On J a n u a r y 3, the Fourth United States marched from
Huntsville under orders to report to General W S. Smith
for duty, in North Mississippi, and the same day the
Fifth loAva, reenlisting, left for loAva on a "veteran furlough,'' leaving, of the old First brigade, but the Fourth
Mi(iiigan in Huntsville.
The Fourth United States being now transferred to a
field of operations among the swamps and treacherous
Avater-courses of North Mississippi, it becomes necessary
to follow and briefly record the story of their services and
sufferings.
On the 17th of January, General AA'' S, Smith organized
an expedition of between five thousand and six thousand
cavalry to move from Memphis, Tennessee, to Holly
Springs, Mississippi, and from thence, by Avay of Pon-totoc and Okaloma, cooperate Avith the advance of General
Sherman from Vicksburg on Meridian and the system of
railroads running through the State. Interposing betAveen Smith and Sherman Avere the rebel divisions of
General J. R. Chalmei-s, consisting of the l)iigades of
McCoUough, Bell, and Jeffrey Forrest, numbering, accoiding to a statement in " Forrest and his Ca\-alry," one
thousand men each, or three thousand ; the corjis of
^lajor General S. D. Lee, numbering, according to same
autlnnity, six thousand, and the biigadt^ of Richards,
about seven hundred strong, or a total of organized forces
of almost ten thousand men, suppoited by an ample park
of artillerv, and certain to be reinforced l>v the entire ivsi-
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dent white population, ready and ever willing to join in
the work of butchering the hated Yankees, whenever, on'
any disaster occurring to them, they could do so Avith impunity. The whole force and resources of the department
were under the chief command of Major General N B.
Forrest, an officer whose cruelty and blood-thirstiness was
as notorious as were his bravery and ability as a commander well knoAvn. It is true that the large rebel force was
widely dispersed and scattered over the country, but this
very dispersion and diffusion of their different commands
served best the purposes and plans of their commander, or, at least, Forrest was quick to perceive and SAvift
to utUize the advantage. He, therefore, adopted the tactics of allowing the advancing Federal force to gradually
drive back his lines in the front until it had become entangled in the swamps and swoUen streams, when, by
closing in on both flanks, front and rear, subject it to an
incessant series of assaults until its destruction was accomplished.
General Smith, moving southward from Holly Spring,
first encountered the brigade of Jeffrey Forrest and gradually forced it back toward West Point. On the 20th of
January, after some heavy skirmishing, the rebels fell
back through the town to a small stream about three
miles south, to which point Smith followed, after destroying considerable property at West Point. By this time,
from the constantly increasing pressure on his flanks.
General Smith became convinced that he was simply being
^ drawn into a cul-de-sac, formed by the Sook-a-tou-cha, a
large stream then even naAigable for steamers, and the
Tombigbee river, and determined to retreat.
During the night, he withdrew to a position at the edge
of a prairie, about four miles north of the town, when,
not being attacked, about ten o'clock the next day, broke
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into column and resumed his northward march, leaving
ti small rear guard at the head of a line covering a small
causeway
About five miles nortlnvard toAvard Okaloma
Avas a Avooded country, covering, for some miles, the banks
of a sAvamiiy stream, through Avhich the road pas.sed AA'ith
many turns and numerous bridgi's or causeways. General
Forrest, apprised of the rearward movement, had disjiosed
his forces to attack the column while on the march, intending to create confusion, and, if possible, throw it in
disorder into the swampy woods mentioned. He therefore tlireAv Chalmers upon its right flank, while personally,
with his brother Jeffrey's and Richard's brigades, attacked Avith fury the rear guard. The regiment holding
the rear, the N i n t h Illinois cavalry, covered well the rear
approaches, and by splendid fighting and generalship repulsed the direct onslaught, and held the enemy in check,
while the Fourth United States cavalry, forming a long
line of skirmishers on the right of the column, faced east,
while continually taking ground toward the north, parallel Avith the line of the marching column, repelled Avith
heavy loss every effort of Chalmers to break through its
line and reach the column. The command in this way
succeeded in crossing the stream and swamp in comparative safety- At the edge of the prairie before mentioned
the rear squadron of the Fourth United States closed in
toward the road, joined the Ninth Illinois, and, getting a
portion of Chalmers' command Avell in range, opened a
terrific fire at short range Avith their Spencer carbines, in
a feAv minutes killed eighty, wounded over three hundred,
and drovt^ two brigades in confused rout back into the
Avoods. The march Avas then resumed, and Avas not
further interrupted that day. exce])t by slight dashes on
the extreme rear guard, Avhich Avere easily repelled. The
command camped about fourteen miles from Okaloma.
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During the whole day, Armstrong's division and Richards' brigade, then commanded by Barteau, had been
moving northward, up the Tombigbee river, some miles
eastward of Smith's column, and reached, during the
night, a position about five miles from Okaloma. The
loss to the Union forces this day was slight, being confined almost entirely to the Ninth Illinois and the Fourth
United States. Seventy-five men of the former were
killed, wounded, or captured, and eight of the latter were
killed and four wounded. Forrest would not take any
of the Fourth United States cavalry prisoners.
On the 22d, the march was resumed, and Okaloma
reached with but little loss, when it was discovered that
a large rebel force was approaching from the north-east,
while heavy columns were still pressing the rear and
moving toward the west. General Smith, therefore, determined to fight—a determination which had he formed
it two days sooner, and moved his forces west, across the
Sook-a-tou-cha, would have been more to his credit.
Forming his Une upon hills west of the town, he skirmished at long range, and both sides using considerable
artillery, a noisy, indecisive contest ensued, lasting several hours, when, finding that Forrest was merely making
a feint in his front to gain sufficient time to place a large
force, moving eastward on the Pontotoc road, in his rear,
he, after sending the Fourth United States to guard the
eastern flank, resu^ned his retreat to the north. About
four miles north of Okaloma, in crossing a swampy
stream, the rear guard was forced, and in the stampede
of that part of the column, seven pieces of artillery were
captured by the rebels. The Fourth United States, in
the meantime, had become heavily engaged with the
brigade of Jeffrey Forrest, on the right flank, and succeeded in beating him off and preventing his gaining the
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road or striking the column. General Smith noAV directed
the Fourth United States and Ninth Illinois ro (Occupy a
ridge about seven miles from Okaloma, and protect his
n-ar. This led the.se IAVO regiments to confront and engage in a sanguinary battle Avith the Avhole of Forrest's
army
On coming u]) to the i)()sition, Forrest dejiloyed,
Avitli Chalmers on the right, Jeffrey Forrest's brigade in
the center, and McCuUough on the left, Avlien Smith reinforced his rear-guard Avitli the Sixth Illinois.
The
reb(is moved to the assault AAith determination, particularly so in the dire(i attaiiv in front, made by Jeffrey
Forrest's brigade.
The portion of the line attacked by this command was
held by the Fourth United States, who, allowing them to
get within a confined space about forty yards distant,
poured into their ranks volley after volley from their
S}iencers, killing the brigade commander, General Jeffrey Forrest, and stretching three fourths of the brigade
dead or wounded upon the ground, and inflicting upon it
a bloody and disastrous repulse. Being, hoAvever, completely overborne by numbers, the other portion of the
line, after two hours' desperate fighting, fell back about
a mile, where, forming rail barricades, the three dauntless regiments again turned and faced their foes. Grown
Avary from the terrible punishment just inflicted, the
rebels here contented themselves with flanking the position and pressing a sharp attack niion the rear as it was
forced to fall back. In the fighting this day, these three
regiments lost heavily in killed, as Forrest to>ik no jirisoners from the Fourth United States, and such of the
AA-ounded as Avere unable to keej) AAith the column AAere
no sooner in the rebels' hands than they Avere ruthlessly
slain. This l)ut(iiery of the Fourth I'nited States cavalrv bv Forrest Avas—Avhether ordered bv him or n o t ^
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claimed to have been in retaliation for the pretended
murder of Captain Freeman, of Freeman's battery, at
Franklin, Tennessee, a year before, as noted previously
in this work.
Reaching a position upon an elevated ridge, with an open
field to the southward, Smith formed the three regiments
composing the rear-guard—the Fourth United States, the
Sixth and Ninth Illinois—in column of regiments upon
the crest, and waiting for the pursuing rebels to gather
in force, and while they were advancing, with loud yells,
across the field to the attack, delivered, in quick sucession, three tremendous saber charges, led by the Fourth
United States. The rebels were swept completely from
the field, were sabered and ridden down by the hundreds,
piled in confused heaps of mangled men and disabled
horses in the ditch bounding its southern border, and the
whole pursuing column, thrown into utter rout and confusion, was driven back over five miles.
This brilliant affair closed the operations of the day
and expedition, it occurring late in the evening, the column soon after halting for the night, and on the 26th returned to Memphis in regular marches, without being
further molested, except by small scouting parties hanging
on the flanks and rear. Forrest lost, in this contest, two
hundred killed, besides an unknown number wounded.
Among the killed were the leading officers of his command, besides his brother, Jeffrey. The Fourth United
States lost, during the day, forty-nine killed and about
twenty slightly wounded, who came in with the column.
It had none captured.
After arduous and continued duty in West Tennessee
and North Mississippi, though without marked incident,
the Fourth United States returned to the Department of
the Cumberland, arriving at NashvUle, March 19. It
17
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was here immediately remounted and equiiijied for active
service in the front again.
The foUoAving extracts from a letter, writbm by Brevet
Major Josejih E. Hedges, late cai)tain Fourth United
Stab's cavalry, to the author, give a graphic account of
this expedition:
OKALOMA EXPEDITION—LETTER FROM MAJOR HEDGES.
MANSFIELD, OHIO, February 19,

1886.

JOSEPH (!. VALK, ESQ.,

lAite Captain Seventh Pennsylvania Cavalry, Carlisle, Pa.
had intended writing you before thi.s in reply to vour
request of the 14th of January, but a press of busine.is has preventi-d me.
There is another campaign in which the Fourth United States cavalry took
a part, WIKMI your regiment went home on furlough, (I think in DecemlitT, lSfi3, and spring of 1864,) which you may not have an account of.
This was the mid under the command of General William .Sovcy !^mith,
composed entirely of cavalry, about ten thousand. We U'ft Pulaski about
January l.st, or .soon thereafter, 1864, and marched by forced marches to
Savannah, where we crossed the Tennessee on a ferry boat, and then proceeded to Corinth, Mississippi, then by railroad to CoUen.sville, near Memphis, where we fitted up for a few weeks and then joined the expedition on
the march towards Genada and proceeded towards the Mobile and Ohio
railroad, at Okaloma, Mississippi, thence to West Point, where we came in
contact with Forrest's command, and found it too strong. General Smith
was sick and riding in a carriage. So we commenced to retreat, and
reached Okaloma about daylight, February 22d, and found the enemy
drawn up in Une of battle, on an open plain, but east of the town and
railroad. The Fourth cavalry, then under command of Captain Charles
Bowman, was directed to occupy the town, until the head of the rear brigade came up, (there were three brigades, and our regiment acting singly.)
The enemy advanced on the town and made it too hot for us to stay in the
town. We charged and drove them back, but when we fell back to reform, we did not find any support to form on, and the enemy came on in
mas.s and charged us and the column marching on the roail, and as near as
I can now recollect, they chased us for an hour or more before a new line
was formed, and tliat line soon gave way, and we had to retreat very hastily for yevtii mile.s. and in fact, all day and all nipht, before we pot out of
their way. We fell back clear to Memphis, but brou;_'ht off some five thousand or ten thou.sand negroes, each mounted on a mule or horse, and destroyed thoiis.and.s of Im.shels of corn, which the rebels had gathered into
cribs along the >rol)ile and Ohio railroad, and took up and destroved miles
of tliat railroad. It was on this raid that Lieutenant McCaffertv and
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about seventy-five men of the Fourth were captured while out on the
flanks, to prevent the willful destruction of private houses by fire, and to
capture horses and mules, &c. General Forrest condemned McCafiferty
and his party to be shot, without court-martial, and only the interceding of
a miller, at whose mill they were and which McCafferty had saved from
burning, by our troops, saved him and his men. We staid at Memphis a
few days, and then started back to Nashville overland, but being in the
spring of the year, it proved to be marching through water most of the
way. We had to abandon and burn our wagons before we had gone very
far. We crossed several rivers by fording, swimming, and building bridges
besides the Tennessee and Cumberland, which we crossed by boat,
the first at Fort Newry, and the latter at Clarksville, and while we were
making this tnp, Forrest went up to Columbus and murdered the negro
troops at Fort Pillow. How we escaped his command, was more luck than
strategy. Our regiment was entirely alone—not over nine hundred
strong—^while Forrest must have had some ten thousand, and after he returned south of the Memphis and Charleston railroad, you will recollect
that General Sam Sturges was sent out with an infantry command of five
thousand or six thousand from Memphis, and Forrest pitched into and
whipped him, and drove him back into Memphis.
I merely mention this expedition, as your regiment was not with us, and
I have never read any account of it in any history of the war, and as it did
not prove very successful. The object of it, as it was then understood,
was to make a diversion in favor of General Sherman, who marched out
from Vicksburg to Meridian, on the Mobile and Ohio railroad, but we were
too late in starting.
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" W'hen rebels seek our subjugation,
Peri.sli the thought! our blades are drawn
Thick as the summer blades of corn.
Swift to defend our bleeding nation."

E T U R N I N G now to the other portions of the
brigade, t h e active operations of the Fourth
Michigan cavalry claim attention, of which
the following summary is largely taken from ' ' Michigan
in th.- W a r . "
On the 17th of November. 1863, all the mounted force
of the regiment, three hundr»-d in number, under command of ]\lajor Gray, joined the Second brigade, under
Colonel Eli Long, at Paint Rock, Alabama, and, with
that brigade, marched throuirli Stevenson and Bridgeport,
Alabama, crossed the" Tennessee river, then through Shell
Mound to Kelly's Ferry, arriving in Chattanooga on t h e
21st
On the 24th of Xovembei-, with General Sherman's
army it moved u p the north bank of t h e river and
crossed, moviuir, during the battleof Chattanooira, with
Long's brigade in the direction of Etowah, Tennessee.
Captain Grant, with the tiist battalion, captured, while
(260)
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on this march, a forage train of ten wagons, eighty mules,
and took eighteen prisoners.
On the 25th, the regiment burned the railroad bridge of
Etowah, destroyed a large quantity of meal, and captui:ed
a lieutenant colonel of the rebel army, after which, rejoining the brigade, it marched to Cleveland. On the
26th, while on scouting duty, it captured two hundred
and fifty prisoners, eighty wagons, four hundred mules,
tAvo hundred and seventy-five hogs, and tore up several
miles of railroad track.
On the night of the 27th, the enemy attacked Long at
Cleveland, and next day, pressing in heavy force forward.
Colonel Long decided to burn the railroad buildings, and
the iron works and copper rolling mill. A large amount of
shell and other fixed ammunition had been stored by the
rebels in these buildings, which exploding during the progress of the fight led the enemy to suppose a large artillery
force was engaged and induced them to fall back. During
the lull thus produced, and before they again advanced,
Colonel Long retired, with all the prisoners and captured
property under charge of the Fourth Michigan, to Chattanooga, by way of Harrison's Ferry
From Chattanooga
Major Gray marched, early in December, to Huntsville,
Alabama, reporting at that place to the old First brigade.
Another detachment of the regiment, under Major Robbins, having been mounted, joined Long's brigade on the
29th of November, and with it moved through Harrison
and Cleveland to Benton, Tennessee, capturing on the scout
a large amount of stock and thirty rebel prisoners. Returning to Cleveland, Major Robbins was ordered to rejoin
the First brigade, and moved, accordingly, to Charlestown, Tennessee, thence to Athens, Tennessee, where,
having no tidings of the brigade, he reported to General
Sherman, and, under his orders, marched with Sherman's
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army to Ijoudon, Tennes.see, where crossing the river he
juoceeded to Maysville, Alabania.
Joining the Fourth
Ohio cavalry moved on a scout into Georgia. On the
l()th, this battalion was detacdied, and remaine.l on courier
duty between Chattanooga and (yharlestown until dannary 4, when, being relieved, it joined Long's brigade at
Calhoun.
Major Gray, on arriving at Huntsville, moved, on December 24, to Pulaski, Tennessee. On the 9th of January, 1S(')4, he rejiorted to Colonel Boone, of the Twentyeighth Kentuckv mounted infantrv, and with it marched
to Rossville, (reoigia, reaching that place on the 19tli of
January
On January 21, the main portion of the regiment, under command of Captain Abeel, moved with
Colonel Boone's brigade on a scout across the Pigeon
mountain to Summerville, in the Lafayette valley. The
regiment, being in the advance, captured fifteen prisoners, including one captain. Pushing out from Summerville, it crossed Taylor's ridge, and surprised Colonel
Culbertson's camp, dispersed his command, captured and
destroyed his anns, and returned to Rossville.
On the 28th of January, Colonel Boone again moved in
advance of Major General Palmer's division, on the rebel
po.sition at Tunnel Hill, Georgia, marching by way of
Ringgold, but returned to Rossville without the regiment
being engaged. Tlie regiment lay in camp at Rossville
from the 1st to 13th of February, with scouting parties
out daily
In one of these scouts Lieutenant Hudson, on
the 13th, captui(^(l a picket of the enemy at D e n y Mills.
On Februaiy 22d. Lieutenant Hudson, with one hundred men. formed on the left of Long's brigade, had a
severe skinnish on the Dalton road, losing four men
wounded; and on the next day in driving in the enemy's
pickets was surrounded, but by skillful management ex-
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tricated his command. On the 24th, he picketed the
flank of the column on the Tunnel Hill road, skirmishing
all day, and repelling numerous assaults. He had on
this occasion his horse shot under him, and lost three
men wounded. His services are thus referred to in the
official reports: " I cannot speak in too high terms of
Lieutenant Hudson; his coolness and bravery are unsurpassed, and on the several occasions referred to these
soldierly qualities were all advantageously brought into
requisition."
On March 1, the detachment, under command of Major
Robbins, .moved to Cleveland, and on the 2d joined the
regiment at Etowah, Tennessee, where the regiment lay
until the 29th doing scout and picket duty. On the latter
date, it moved by rail to Nasliville, rejoining the First
brigade, was soon after remounted, armed with Spencer
carbines, and fully equipped for the field.
The "head-quarters, field and staff," located at Huntsville, had, during the period covered by this chapter,
consisted of the following, with "Old JoeRunderbrook"
as "right-hand man:"
' Commanding.
A. A. A. G.
A. A. L G.
Captain R. Burns, 4th Michigan, \ A. A. C. S,, ^""^f^^^^
A. A. Q. M.
Prov. Mar. G.
A. D. C.
All which remained at Huntsville until March 14, when
it was transferred to Nashville.
On January 23, General Cook, having been assigned to
duty in the Army of the Shenandoah Valley, Yirginia,
General Gerrard was assigned to, and, arriving at Huntsville, took command of the Second division.
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From February 3 to 16, Colonel Minty was on trial before a court-martial at Nashville, on charge of "disobedience to o r d e r s " at Shelbyville, during the W l u v l e r
raid. He was on the latter dat« triumphantly acquitted
by the unanimous vote of the Avliole court, and immediately r^^stored to the command of the brigade, by order
of General Gerrard.
On the 19th of March, the Fourth United States rejoined the command at Nashville, and receiving a sufficient number of recruits to fill it to the full complement,
was remounted, armed with Spencer carbines, and fully
equipped ready for the field.
On Maich 22, the Seventh Pennsylvania, with every
company full to the maximum, reached Nashville from
Pennsylvania, and were immediately remounted, anned
with the redoubtable Spencer, and fully equipped.
And now, while the busy notes of preparation for what
all recognized was destined to be the great campaign of
the war were sounding through all the camps, it is fitting
that a brief summary of the achievements of the brigade
during the campaign, or period from its organization, be
here given. The brigade as a body, not counting the
numerous expeditions of detached portions, had marched
three thousand four hundred and eighty-nine miles; it
had been under the enemy's fire as an organization, counting the great battles of Stone's river and Chickamauga as
one ea(di, on fifty different occasions ; had fought twentyfour eniiagements worthy the name of battles ; had delivered fifteen strictly saber charges; had captured six
pieces of artillery; two thousand six hundred and sixtynine prisoners, when acting independently ; and in conjunction with the otluu- brigades of the division, over
eleven hundied more, making an aggivgate of thice thousand seven hundred and sixty-nine; besides wagons,
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mules, horses, and provisions from the enemy in more
than sufficient quantities to have kept it in constant supply It had killed of the enemy in battle six hundred
and fifty-seven, and wounded seven hundred and seventy-three known, besides the large number of killed and
wounded, who, not falling into our hands, could not even
be estimated. Had been gloriously victorious in every
encounter except one, and on that occasion, had withdrawn in such good order as made the morale of the men
as good as a victory. It had never been repulsed^ in a
saber charge ! Its total casualties were sixty killed,
one hundred and seventy-four wounded, and seventythree missing ; total of twelve officers and two hundred
and seventy-six men.
THE HORSE MARINES.
" I'm Captain Jinks, of the Horse Marines,
I feed my horse on corn and beans. "
— Old Song.

Who has not heard of the Horse Marines ? Lo, their
memory is as a household word! And yet few are they,
who, in their day and generation, were privileged to see
even one of the unique species. It was the good fortune
of Minty's brigade to produce the first, if not the only,
specimen of this genus militari, the most rare of all the
forms of soldiering. It has even been seriously urged by
military critics that the horse marine is a purely fabulous creature, that he existed only in the cloudy regions
of romance, and that his production in actual warfare
is a military impossibility ; but we had him in our brigade. "Captain J i n k s " and all! And, in order that
no portion of his history and achievements may be lost,
the full text, in the language of the commander, is here
inserted, as a complete summing up of the doings of the
brigade in the campaign of 1863. The author is under
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obligations to Major (ieorge ^V Lawton, of the Fourth
Michigan cavalry, lOr the following report of the expedition to Re(l river after Smith s corps:
" O n the 3d of April, ISOl, while the brigade was encamped near Nashville, 1 received an order to take C(miniand of a seigeant and fifty men, selected from the
Fourth Mi(diiga,n cavalry, to whiidi was attached Lieutenant Roys, and a st;rgeant of the Fourth United States
(regular) cavalry, with an equal number of men, and to
report at army liead-(piarters, and by a staff officer was
conducted on board of the gunboat, ' Silver L a k e , ' lying
in the Cumberland ; with horse equipments, arms, ammunition and thirty days' rations. Here I was ordered
to await or(l(Us that would be given me.
"About 10, P. M., a group of officers came on board, and
I was introduced to Brigadier General Corse, with the information that I was to take my orders from him. Soon
after, the staff officers bade us a hearty good-by, and the
boat cast off, and Ave moved down the river AAdth not a
distant shadow of understanding of our destination, and
amused ourselves in watching the lights of Nashville
drop behind us and disapi^ear. Taking possession of a
'state-room,' Roys and myself made a comfortable bed
and disposed of ourselves, resolving that whatever might
be the end, the present should be enjoyed.
" In the morning, I ordered the saddles stored and the
men to lit for themselves such quarters as they might,
and as there was no artillerymen on board, I divided the
men into gun-squads, and in default of other exercise,
and because it might prove useful, I began a drill in the
howitzer and Parrott rifle practice, and so Avell did the
men progress in it that almost before the day had (losed
General Corse, ob.serving it, not only highly commended
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them, but expressed astonishment at their rapid proficiency.
'' In the meanwhile, we were going winding down the
historic river, noting with great interest such points as
Fort Donaldson, and scenes of conflict as we passed, and
to a great extent delighted. The boat was sufficiently
roomy, but not a strong one. It was designed to protect
quartermaster's transportation, and was sufficiently formidable to ward off any attempt to capture or sink us from
the shores. Still, we were on the alert at every bend of
the river, to anticipate any of Forrest's or Wheeler's efforts to take us in.
"At Smithfield we 'tied up,' and the general and myself went ashore to receive any dispatches forw^arded;
meanwhile the crew took in one thousand bushels of coal.
This hinted a long trip somewhere,
" We headed down the Ohio, passed Paducah, and in
due time ' tied u p ' at Cairo. A few hours' delay, and supplies were ordered on board, among which, not appearing
on the requisition, was afterwards found hidden under the
coal, a cask of ' red-head' whiskey and sundry kegs and
half barrels of salt fish." (Obs they were now marines,
for if whiskey and salt fish rations, and artillery drill on
shipboard don't make a marine, what does?) " T h e
whiskey, on discovering it to be on board the next day
after we left Cairo, I had put upon the upper deck with
a guard over it, to be issued in regular rations to the men
and crew when loading on coal; as to the latter, however,
when called to load coal the men relieved themselves
somewhat by impressing every negro that showed his face,
as they would be coming to the shore to learn what was
there. The only pay these negroes got was cups of
whiskey from the purloined cask.
" B u t I anticipate; we cast off and headed down the
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Mississippi. AVlituc to '. "What for '. No one was there
to tell, unless it Avas the general, and he professed the
in-ofoundest ignorance as to our destination. He intiniate(l we might learn something at .Nb'iuphis; so Ave settled back contented, noting Belmont, Hickman's, Island
No. 10, and other points made historical by the bloody
strife Avaged upon them.
Island No. 10 Avas almost
Avashed away by the river. Our brigade could not then
have camped on it.
" O u r pilot Avas Ashton, a man who ran the Tuscumbia
past the forts, and served through contests that had
opened up the river to run ' unvexed to the sea.' He was
full of anecdote, and Avas free to entertain us in pointing
out the localities of the stirring events then so fresh in
the public mind, and Avhicli had such interest to us of
the inland-operating Army of the Cumberland.
" A t Memphis, AA^e took on more coal, some sanitary
stores, and then headed still down the river! Point after
point of interest was passed, and we were constantly reminded of Avhat our brothers-in-arms on shore and river
had accomplished to save the Union, Avhile passing the
ncAv-looking places of their sacrifices. Milliken's Bend,
the cut-off canal, and Vicksburg I in turn, came in sight,
and Avere discussed. AVe Avere kindly allowed, by the
general, to visit the bluffs, caves, and dug-outs of Vicksburg, and obtain a clearer impression of the great victory
gained in its conquest. But, again, doAA'n the river we
go. W e pass Jeff Davis' plantation, op]iosite Avhich,
high and dry, lay the ill-fated • Indianola,' Avatchetl by a
gunboat to preserve her machinery
"Tile mouth of the Red river is reached, Avhere lay
' T h e Little Rebel' and 'General Bragg,' captured boats
on guard, commanded by old seafaring officei-s. Avho
gnimbled much at the 'freshness' of their station. But
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to us the locality was delightful. Roses were in full
bloom, and most varieties of other flowers, and at the
mansion-houses were ladies who, in spite of their South
ern proclivities, stood to welcome the ' shoulder-straps'
with smiles and cheerful hospitality. We wanted a pilot
for Red river! Then that was our destination. We had
began to hope it might be New Orleans. There was no
pilot to be had, but Ashton was equal to the emergency.
So, with him at the wheel, we headed up the Red river,
"Soon we saluted the 'Essex,' ashore opposite Fort
DeRussey, the scene of Smith's gallant victory- We
noted the shot holes through her smoke-stacks, and the
deep indentations made in her armor by the rebel missiles,
but we delayed not. Up against the slow-running current we went, now and then a man trying his carbine at
an alligator, numbers of which lay lazily snoozing on the
banks. Alexandria was reached, and the ingenious dams
that deepened the current over the shoals, and let the
'Carondelet,' 'Pittsburg,' 'Mound City,' as well as the
flag-ship, the 'Black Hawk,' with others, pass on and up,
whither we followed them. The 'Benton,' grim and
scarred, lay at Alexandria, and its officers bid us ' good
luck' m getting around the sharp bends of this very
crooked river. We now knew we were destined to General Banks, wherever he might be. If on the river bank
it was easy and well; if away in the country, then I was
to escort General Corse to him for some purpose—to deliver dispatches, doubtless, that would not be sent otherwise. Grand Ecore was reached, and, amid a crowd of
quartermaster boats, gunboats, and river craft of all descriptions, we stopped and found General Banks 'in
town,' speeding back from a thirty-five-mile jaunt into a
country covered, to a great extent, with pine forest, and
destitute of forage and supplies for his men. He had left
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his dead on the fi(d(l unburied, his commissary train and
considerable of his artillery and ordnance behind him,
' But,' said he. ' A\e had a great battle and AVOU a (jlorious
victory ' I could not but admire tlu^ general —he AA-as so
t lieerful under suidi depressing-looking circumstances,
and I could not help but Avonder how our A n n y of the
Cumberland Avould feel if similarly situated. It reus
much like it at Chickamauga, and I came to the conclusion
that the Avar AA'as evolving men AVIIO could conimand a
large army, and that they, happily, Avere being called
upon, while the much-praised unfortunates were likely to
find the measure of their cajiacities in other positions.
" A n d now we knew the Avhole of our errand, AA-hich
Banks' ' unimproved' victory had thwarted, viz : It was
to bring Smith's corps back to the Army of the Tennessee,
by the way either of Vicksburg, or some other point on
the river, and a march eastward to Rome or Atlanta,
Georgia; and I, with Lieutenant Roys, two sergeants, and
one hundred men, was to—well, I do not know just what.
H to be the ' avaunt courier' of the corps, I don't think
Ave could have kept many miles in advance of it, and if
to do their picketing and scouting, I wonder hoAv much
territory Ave could have covered. Then, of course, if
Forrest or Wheeler had dropped on us we should only
have had to cut our way through them and gone on, as
Ave could not have been expected to have gobbled them
and bothered ourselves Avith prisoners ! But Ave had none
of that in store for us—only to AAend our way from the
Red up the Mississippi, the Ohio, and the Cumberland,
pass the scenes we noted Avith so much interest in our
progivss doAvn, back to the old Avliarf at Nashville.
" O n l y one incident occurred of much note, and that
Avas an attack by rebels secreted on the bank of the riA-er.
I was sitting in the cabin, Avhen a crash of glass and
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shower of splinters, with a spent ball striking at my feet,
gave notice of the assault. I jumped to the gun-deck,
but the men, pleased with an opportunity of exercising
their skill in handling the artillery, were already at their
places. In a moment shells were flying among the enemy,
and they disappeared immediately. They, however, mortally wounded one of my men of the Fourth Michigan cavalry, who was serving at the larboard gun, and slightly
wounded one of the Fourth United States. General Corse
left us at Memphis, as our boat was slow up stream. On
passing Fort Pillow, we took on a man wounded at the
massacre there. At Nashville, I learned the brigade was
encamped at Columbia, and obtaining a requisition for
horses and rations, I soon hunted my men and speedily
joined the command, without mishap. At Nashville, the
men struck a show tent, near the horse corral, and, before
I could interfere, compelled the men to exhibit for their
benefit, without pay; for how could they pay, not having
seqn a paymaster for months, and being just in from the
'Red river f
(Signed,)
,
'' Brevet Major, U. 8. F . "
Dated: June 17, I864..

CHAPTER XVIII.
1864—FROM APRIL 2, TO MAY 27
OiKNiNo OF THE CAMPAIGN—MILITARY SITUATION—ORGANIZATION OF C A V ALRY— M.Muii TO Vii.i.iNor, GEORGIA—BATTLE
Ro.ME—THE

OF .VCMCCIIEE

CREEK—

" S A N D - F L I E S " — B A T T L E OF KINGSTON—TEN-MILE GALLOP—

CAPTURE OF GILLAN'S B R I D G E — " CARRYING RAILS. "

'• The drum rolls loud—the bugle fills
The summer air with clangor;
The war storm shakes the solid hilh,
Beneath its head of anger;
Young eyes that last year smiled in ours,
N o w point t h e rifle's barrel.
And hands then stained with fruits and flowers.
Bear redder stains of quarrel. "
— Whittier.

HE campaign of 1864 opened with a most marked
change and improvement in the situation, condition, and spirit of the army of the Cumberland over that of 1863. Then stretched along the hills in
front of Nashville, and close hugging the banks of the
Cumberland river, the army, like a giant at bay, was shaking off from its sides the on-pressing forces of the enemy ;
and Avhen it made its first thirty miles' march, it received
such a staggering bloAv as caused it to halt for nearly five
months. While active, defiant rebels in its front hurled
their defiance, AAith their shot and shell into its face, declaring that the rebellion never could and never Avoiild succumb ; in its rear the sneaking, coAvardly peace party Avas
belittling its a(diievements, magnifying every rebel success,
and Avitli ill-concealed delight, repeating and reechoing the
tei-msof the rebel defiance in taunts and jeers, Avriting,
printing, speaking, and at all times proclaiming " You
(272)
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cannot conquer the South ; the war is a failure and should
cease. You are as far off the. suppression of the rebellion as you were at the beginning," &c. Oh, methinks, if the letters received by the officers and men of
the "Cumberland" from many of their rebel sympathizing acquaintances had been preserved, and were now
published, they would cause many a cheek to blush with
shame, that such cowardly dastards lived in the same age
of the Titans who bore on their shoulders the burden of
their country's honor and existence.
Now, how changed the conditions ! The great river
opened to the sea, severed the pretended "Confederacy "
and rendered its establishment an absolute impossibility.
The mighty armies, lately so defiant and confident of
victory, in the States of Mississippi and Alabama, captured and dispersed ; the whole sea coast in the possession of the National forces ; the power of the rebels in
men and material, as well as in occupancy of territory,
steadily, surely, and inevitably dAvindling away, and
their officials driven to the necessity of " robbing the
cradle and the grave, " for material to fill their fast depleting armies. The great armies of the Nation, with
veteran regiments filled to the maximum, from the eager
recruits rushing forward at this, the second great uprising of the Union sentiment; under the shibboleth of
" Vicksburg, " in the West, and "Gettysburg, " in the
East; and above all, the great, the " silent man of destiny " called from our own special field, now in supreme
command, wielding the lavish resources of the mighty
people, to the inspiration of his single will and indomitable energy ; bore down the now feeble hiss of the " Copperhead, " drove the covert allies of the rebels into their
dens and secret caverns, and raised such an outburst of
patriotic, determined devotion to the national cause as
18
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])resai;ed the early triumph of the national arms. The
energy of the Government.and patriotism of the people
l)eriueated the entire army, and inspired it Avitli the liveliest enthusiasm.
We, of the army of the ('umberland, Avitli proud exultation now saw the imi)ortance of our field of operations appreciated, and finding ourselves placed in the van
of Avliat all realized must be the great campaign of the
Avar, felt like the wear}' pilgrim AVIIO, toiling for a long
jieriod up a steep and rugged Avay, stands at length on
the crest, and viewing his onward journey, sees but the
comjiaratively light task of a rapid and easy descent, and
certain triumph beyond.
In this feeling, the army of the Cumberland, " w h i l e
their camp fires shone bright on the mountains," looked
down on the long stretch of country south and east; and
while realizing that the task was an arduous one; that
many sanguinary conflicts, and even probable disasters
awaited it, resolved that the hopes of the Nation should
not be blighted, but t h a t the " g a t e c i t y " should open her
doors for its passage, to the aid of its heroic, long-suffering co-patriots of the Potomac.
Looking backward, it saw, over the grave-furrowed land
it had traversed, the great States of Kentucky, Missouri,
Arkansas, Louisiana, and Tennessee permanently freed
from the domination of the local rebel State governments,
Avith executive, legislature, and judiciary in active aid and
hearty concord Avith the National Government, fast allaying the treasonable proclivities of the rebel element in
their midst; and by enlisting the good offices of the
quietly disposed peojjle in the great Avork of furnishing
and forwarding supplies, bringing the base of operations
from the banks of the Ohio to the banks of the Tennessee.
Thus, AA-hile in December, ISCrJ, the order to advance from

Advance of the Division.

275

Nashville was received by the army Avith many fears and
much misgiving, though obeyed with alacrity and cheerfulness, the order for the advance received on the 2d of
April, 1864, was hailed with the glad acclaim of a march
as to an assured triumph.
As before noted, the brigade head-quarters was located
in Nashville. Here, on the Sth of April, the cavalry was
re-organized; General Gerrard retaining, however, the
command of the Second division, and the brigade designated as the First brigade of that division, consisting of
the Fourth United States, Fourth Michigan, and Seventh
Pennsylvania cavalry, commanded, as heretofore, by
Colonel Minty. On the 19th of April, Minty moved to
Columbia, Tennessee, reporting at that place to General
Gerrard, and on the 30th the entire division, except
Long's, or the Second brigade, left Columbia for the
front.
On the march that day. General Gerrard caused Lieutenant Sullivan, Adjutant of the Fourth United States,
to be arrested on the charge of drunkenness. A courtmartial was organized that night, and the lieutenant
brought to trial the next day. Major Robbins, of the
Fourth Michigan, was president, and Captain Vale, of
the Seventh Pennsylvania, the judge advocate of the
court. The testimony adduced showed the whole matter
to have been a mistake. The lieutenant's saddle having
become loosened during the march, he had dismounted
alongside the passing column to adjust it and fasten the
girths; his horse was very mettlesome, and becoming
restless had forced the lieutenant into the road ; and in
the effort to control the horse and fasten the girths his
hat had been knocked off into the mud, and stooping
doAvn, still holding his horse, the passing troopers had
splashed him, completely covering his clothes with mud.
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not giving him a j)reseutable, still less an inviting, :ippearance In fact, his face and hair, as Avell as clothing, were
Avell ])lastered.
Now, the lieutenant was very proud of his api>earance,
and had on his difss-suit, and Avithall Avas rathei- incline(l to let " h i s angry jiassions l i s e " on slight provocations; hence he got mad, and the longer he got .splashed
the madder he got. The men of the Fourth Michigan,
Avho A\ere passing at the time, rather liked to tomient an
officer, jiarticularly of the ivgulars, Avhen they could do so
Avitli impunity; so, instead of riding out of theAvay, or assisting him to control his iioise, they rode as close to him
as they could, .splashing and laughing at him the Avhile.
Of course he SAvore like a " r e g u l a r , " ahvays did, and
finallv got so insaneh' angrv that he stood in the middle
of the road, up to his knees in thin mortar-like mud,
shaking his fists and swearing at every one AAho passed.
Hundreds who saAv him were convinced, and many testified, that he " w a s d r u n k . " The general and-his staff
came along just in the rear of the Fourth jNIichigan, and
the lieutenant " l e t o u t " on them in the same fashion.
Of course the general p u t him under arrest, and the trial
followed.
The facts above stated being, hoAvever, clearly proven,
and the lieutenant stating that he had not even been
drinking that day, the judge advocate, in behalf of the
accu.sed, asked that ' ' a l l testimony expressing the mere
opinions or conclusions of the Avitnesses be stricken from
the record," Avhicli beingdone. the lieutenant Avas i)romptly (irrpinttid by the unanimous vote of the court. In the
order approving the finding, dissolving the court, and
restoring tlu^ lieutenant to duty, hoAvevei', the general
significantly said : "Ap])earances are sometimes Avonderfully deceptive, but Lieuieiumt Sullivan is admonished
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'not to do it again.' " The lieutenant and officers of the
Fourth United States considered themselves under some
obligations to the judge advocate, and presented him
with, a series of resolutions, expressive of their appreciation of his fairness, &c. Courts-martial do not always
convict, and no other one was held in the brigade during
the campaign.
The funny thing about a court-martial is that the judge
advocate is not only prosecuting attorney for the Government, but is also, when the accused appears without counsel, attorney for the prisoner. This anomalous position
was shown in a very ludicrous way on this trial. The
judge advocate, for example, would, as prosecuting officer, call a witness, who, having been sworn, would answer the question: " W h a t was Lieutenant Sullivan's
condition and appearance on that occasionV' thus: " I
saw Lieutenant Sullivan; 7ie was dr^nk; so drunk he could
not stand still; had his hat off; clothes all muddy, where
he had fallen in the road; he was in the middle of the
road swearing at every one who came by," &c. Then, as
attorney for the accused, the judge advocate would move
the court to strike qut of the record all that portion of the
testimony in which the witness gave his opinion, or drew
conclusions from the facts he saw, on the ground that it
was the sole prerogative of the court to draw conclusions
and formulate opinions; and none of the witnesses being
willing to testify as experts in drunkenness, the record had
to be so amended, which being done, left nothing but the
naked facts that the lieutenant was standing in the road,
muddy, swearing, &c., which facts the judge advocate, as
counsel for the accused, proceeded to explain, and ample
testimony on that head being at hand and produced, the
farce resulting in the triumphant acquittal of the lieutenant, as stated.
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The division, now consisting of tlie First brigade, under
Colontd Minty, and Third brigade, under Colonel Miller,
niartdied through Sludbyville, Tullahonia, and Deckerd,
Tennessee crossed the Cumberland mountains to Stevtmsou and liridgeport, Alabama; then crossing the Lxtkout
mountain and valley, the Sand and Pigeon mountains to
Lafayette. (Jeoigia; thence across Taylor's ridge to Villanou, where it arrived on the loth of May, and joined
the right Avingof the army, then niarching through Snake
Creek gap, to attack Resaca.
The man li from the T(Uinessee river to Villanou, at the
northern end of Snake Creek gaji, Avliile laborious and extremelA' Avearisome, Avas in the highest degree interesting
and romantic. After crossing the Tennessee, Ave wended
our sloAv, Aveary way u p the stee}) sides of the lofty Lookout, until, Avlien about thirty-six hundred feet above the
river, Ave came to the precipitous and often overhanging
" p a l i s a d e s , " extending perpendicularly three hundred
feet to the summit above us; then turning sharply to the
right, passed for nearly IAVO miles along the base of the
high solid, granite wall, Avhen, coming to what appeared to
be a Avell-used footpath u p a long Avinding stairway of high
rock steps—but AA-hich, in reality, AA-as the " t r a c e " passed
over by McCook in his advance to Chickamauga the preceding September—we turned sharply to the left, and, dismounting, scrambled to the top, pulling our horses, and,
in some cases, having a refractory horse or mule pushed
up after us. The wagons and artillery had to lie hauled,
pushed, carried, and lifted up by hand. It took nearly
an hour to get a man and horse, and about three hours to
get a Avagou or piece of artillery up.
On reaidiing the southern crest of the mountain, Avhat
avieAvmet our astonished sight! A far-siirhted boy of
the colonel's escort, Fourth Micliiiran, exclaimed : " O h ,
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Lord ! boys, I can see the Atlantic ocean, the city of
Richmond, and the army of the Potomac fighting its
way to the city! " At our feet lay, in billowy waves, the
wooded ranges of the Sand, the Pigeon, Taylor, Etowah,
Kenesaw and Lost mountains, and beyond a long stretch
of apparently level country, reaching to the far distant
horizon, to the south-west, the "high hills" of the Santee, in South Carolina, could, by the aid of a good field
glass, be perceived; to the east of south, seemingly about
midway to the horizon, the mist-like haze of smoke hanging, apparently over the forest, marked Ihe site of Atlanta, " t h e gate city" of the Confederacy, while bounding the south-eastern and eastern horizons, the lofty
ranges of the Appalachian chain of North Carolina mountains reared their grand barrier in successive peaks and
lofty spurs ; and on the east and north, the mountains of
Tennessee, West Virginia, and Kentucky lay apparently
within a cannon shot of our lofty perch.
In our rear, we traced the course of the Tennessee and
Cumberland rivers, almost from their sources to their
mouths ; in front we could see the Ostenaula, the Coosa,
the Etowah, and the Chattahoochee sparkling, in silvery
sheen, amid the dark, green foliage of the somber forests, while far beyond, on the verge of the southern horizon, the long telescope of the general commanding
brought into view the thread-like course of the waters of
the Savannah.
At first glance, the country appeared as an unbroken
forest, but as the eye became accustomed to the view and
adjusted itself to the details of the landscape, tracts of
cultivated land, and fields of corn, cotton, and cereals
were discerned, marking the location of many a plantation of Georgia's arrogant, treason-maddened rebel slaveholders. Such were some of the prominent objects
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Avithin the range of our vision, liut at our vtuy feet, and
appearing almost Avithin rifle shot, along the base and
croAvniug the crest of " Rocky-face ridge, ' lay the camp
and bivouacs of the great rebel army of the West, now
commanded by the ablest and most Avary of their chiefs.
General Joseph E. Johnson, holding the pass at Buzzard's
roost, and stietcdiing in long lines of battle far along the
ridge to the west.
After a halt of some hours, to allow the column to
"close up, " AA-e descended the mountain and camped in
the narroAV valley of Lookout. The march over the Sand
mountain, across the upper valley of the Chickamauga,
and through the defiles of the Pigeon and Taylor mountains, Avas, in itself, a delightful journey and equestrian
picnic, having for halting places, in the day-time, some
grand old shady gi'ove, clothed in all gorgeousness of
an early summer's foliage ; and at night on the banks of
some swift-running, clear, floAA-er-lined mountain stream.
And so Ave reached "'the f r o n t " with men and horses in
good condition, good health, and also excellent spirits.
On the 11th of May, the brigade Avas placed on picket
duty on the Rome road, guarding the right flank of the
army in its passage through Snake Creek gap, and remained on that duty until the 15th. On the 12th, a scout
of tAvo hundred men from the Seventh Pennsylvania, under Captain Vale, Avas sent toAvard Rome, goin<r as far as
Sub Ligna on the right hand and "Fanner's bridge on the
main road, AA-ithout meeting the enemy ; its rear AA'as,
hoAvever, assailed by the enemy at the junction of the
Sub Ligna road,|^y a lei^-iment numbering about eight
hundred poorly mounted. Avoise commanded, rebels, Avliich
it easily repulsed and returned AA-ithout loss. The presence of the enemy l)tdng reported, tlie brigade moved, on
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the 14th, to drive them beyond the creek, and demonstrate toward Rome.
At five o'clock on the morning of the 15th, accordingly,
Colpnel Minty marched, taking the main road to Rome.
At the junction of the Sub Ligna road an advance or outlying picket of the enemy, consisting of the Twelfth Alabama cavalry, was encountered and driven rapidly by his
advance guard, consisting of two companies of the Fourth
Michigan under Captain Grant, to Farmer's bridge, on
the Armuchee creek. In the eagerness of the pursuit, 'a
few men of the extreme advance crossed the bridge, but
finding themselves confronting a full brigade, were unable to maintain their position, and were driven back again
with the loss of one of their number wounded. The main
portion of the advance coming up, promptly engaged the
rebel command, and held the banks of the stream until
relieved by the arrival of the brigade.
This conduct evinces the staying qualities of this regiment, for it must be remembered that theSe two companies skirmished actively in the face of the whole rebel
brigade over an hour and a half, with but a narrow stream
between them, the bridge over which was completely under the rebel fire, arid successfully held their position.
Minty, on arriving, sent scouts to the right and left,
and finding a couple of practicable though bad fords, sent
two companies of the Fourth Michigan across below, and
six companies of same regiment, with the Fourth United
States, above the bridge, while with one battalion of Fourth
Michigan and Seventh Pennsylvania, and one gun of
Chicago Board of Trade battery, he headed the direct attack by crossing the bridge. A spirited contest ensued,
but was soon over, the rebels being routed with the loss
of Captain Lakey, of the Twelfth Alabama, and nine men
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killed and six cajitured. The i)iis(jnei's Avere membei'S of
live different regiments.
Not deeming it advisable to folloAv at a charging pace,
oAving to the knoAvn close pro.ximity of a large rebtd force
at Rome, Minty advanced cautiously, keeping the i-anks
well (dosed up. Skirmishing began after the column had
maiched about a mile and a half; AA-hen the Fourth
.Mi( higan Avere dismounted and formed on both sides of
the road. On arriving at a point Avhere the Dallas road
crosses or intersects the Rome road, the rebels made a
determined stand Avitli four pieces of artillery, but on the
mounted men turning their flanks, again retreated to a
strong position three miles from Rome, Avhere a line extending entirely across our front, from the Ostenaula on
our left, to the Coosa, was developed, heavily supported
by artillery
It being now evident that the rebels still held Rome in
force, P o l k ' s corps, of Johnson's army, were in reality
there, and that they were crossing the Ostenaula in large
numbers, the position AA-as one of grave peril to the little
brigade, and one Avhich required both skill on the part of
its commander and steadiness on that of the men to extricate it. This could best be done by impressing the
enemy with a belief that we were strongly supported.
Sending strong bodies of mounted men to the left and
scouting parties to the right, MintA- directed the Fourth
Michigan to vigorously engage the whole rebel force in
front.
After two hour's fighting, it was found that a heavy
column of infantry had crossed the Ostenaula on the left
and Aveie advancing on the Dallas road to seize the position at the junction, Avliile at the same time Smith's full
brigade of cavalry moved on the right Avith the same object. Minty thereui)oii, forming the Seventh Pennsyh-a-
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nia on the left, parallel with the road, and Fourth United
States, in like manner on the right, fell back slowly to a
position north of the junction ; and, after a short contest,
the flanking movement being continued, to the north side
of the Armuchee, at Farmer's bridge. The Fourth
Michigan skirmished heavily all the way back and was
the only regiment actively engaged. It was charged four
distinct times by Smith's brigade of cavalry, while fighting dismounted, but repulsed each attack handsomely
and with great loss in men and horses to the enemy. It
lost three men severely, and eight slightly wounded. The
rebel loss was heavy, aggregating between fifty and sixty
killed and wounded, but as they held the ground, could
not be definitely ascertained. The rebel forces actually
engaged were Jackson's division of infantry, and Smith's
brigade of cavalry, with Ross's division of cavalry in reserve.
Minty, taking position at the bridge, formed his command as a grand guard to the right wing of the army and
bivouacked for the night, reporting the situation to General Gerrard. On the 16th, Captain Garrett, of Seventh
Pennsylvania, with a scouting party, crossed the bridge
and advanced to the cross-roads, where he attacked and
drove off the rebel picket, killing one and wounding
seven of the Eighth Texas. On the 17th, the brigade
moved up the Ostenaula, passed over part of the battle
field of Resaca, crossed the river on,a pontoon bridge at
Lay's ferry, near Resaca, and moved rapidly to the right
front of the army
Meanwhile, the army having flanked the rebel position
at Buzzard Roost and Dalton, by passing through Snake
Creek Gap, had met and defeated the rebels in a series of
great battles at Resaca, fought on the 14th and 15th, and
on the 16th drove them across the river to a fortified posi-
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tion in front of Adair. The left fiank of this j.osition
Avas slightly in front of Kingston, at the junction of the
Rome branch Avitli tlie Georgia Central railroad. To
seize Kingstcm, therefore, Avouldnot only enable Shernuin
to turn Johnson out of his position lu^ar Adair, but insured the fall of Rome, Avith all its arsenals and nuudiineshops. Situated at the junction of the Ostenaula and the
EtoAvah, Avliii h there uniting, form the Coosa, at the lieiul
of steamboat navigation, Rome Avas, in point of locality,
the most important place in inland Georgia, and in point
of manufacturing facilities for supplying the rebels with
arms and ordnance, and ordnaftce stores, second only in
the West to Atlanta itself. But Kingston, the key to
Rome, if seized at all, must be by a rapid advance of the
right, Avhile the center and left of the army held Johnson in check at Adair. Hence, on the 17th, General McPherson, Avitli the army of the Tennessee, was deployed
rapidly to the right, reaching tOAvard Kingston, and Minty Avas directed to move to his right flank and occupy the
place by a dash.
Minty came in collision Avith Furguson's brigade about
a mile and a half after crossing the Ostenaula, AAhicli, attacking vigorously, he soon brushed from his path, and
pushed on rapidly toAA-ard the railroad betAveen Rome and
Kingston, as by cutting the road he Avould isolate the
force at Rome, and prevent the removal of the arms and
military stores from that place AVhile niaking this mov-e,
he detaihed the Fourth Michigan to attack Kingston.
After heavy fightinir. Minty succee(le(l in getting possession of the road, and (lestroye(l it from a jioint about tAvo
miles out to the Kiuirstou junction.
The Fourth Michiiran adA-ance(l rapidly driving the
enemy in confusion before it, to Avithin half a mile of
Kiiiirstou, Avheii it found itself in front of a laiuf force of
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the enemy. It was in fact Jackson's division of infantry
and Smith's division of cavalry on their march from
Rome to join Johnson at Adair. Now, the boys of the
Fourth Michigan had an idea that they could whip the
whole rebel army if they only had a fair chance, and believing this to be their opportunity, and, moreover, expecting that Minty would soon appear on their right, and
that McPherson's whole army was moving to their support, boldly attacked the whole rebel force. They soon
found themselves in a hornet's nest, but pressing on,
with their seven-shooting Spencers speaking with deadly
volleys at short range, absolutely drove the infantry division before them into the town and from the railroad
junction. Here, however, the rebels rallied behind barricades, and the rebel cavalry attacked them in the rear
and both flanks. The regiment was now completely
surrounded; but desisting from the attack on the infantry
in front, it closed ranks, drew sabers, and charged the
cavalry in its rear, cutting its way out, and rejoined the
brigade at Woodland. In this desperate affair, the Fourth
Michigan lost thirteen officers and men killed or mortally
wounded, and eighteen officers and men wounded, ten of
whom, being unable to accompany the command, were
left in the enemy's hands. The officers wounded were
Major Robbins and Lieutenant Carter; Lieutenant Randolph was mortally wounded, and died on the 30th ; Captain Grant was cut off from his company, not noticing
the attack of the cavalry on the right, and taken prisoner. In this engagement, the regiinent was commanded
by Major Gray.
On the night of the 17th, it being reported that the
rebels were still using the branch railroad to Rome,
Minty was directed to cut it by a movement from Wood
land to the west.
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NoAv, all doAvn through Tennessee. Alabama, and t h u s
far in our maridi through Georgia, Ave had bt^eii told that
after we got a little further South we Avould meet the
enemy in a UCAV form; that there Ave re Avhole tracts of
country Avliere neither man nor animal could live or pass
through on account of the hosts of
" S A N D FLII:S !"

Hearing so much about them, and that they Avere always
a " l i t t l e further to the South," and that we would meet
them "doAvn tha'li, s u ' a h , " Ave had come to regard them
like the Western man's mosquitoes, who, when asked if
the " s k e e t e r s " are bad in his locality, always answers:
" No, stranger; but you jist bet they be in the next county.
W h y , sir, over in that county they eat the hogs u p alive.''
So we thought the " s a n d flies" were always in the next
county, and would always remain a " l i t t l e further Souf,
sah.'' Moreover, after our experience with the pediculus,
the woodtick, and jigger, in Tennessee, we thought ourselves proof against the assaults of any and all the vermin
of the Southern rebel country combined, and did not believe the much-vaunted and widely-advertised sand fly
was much of a " b u g " after all. W e knew AA-hat sand
was, and had seen flies before, and laughed at the idea of
a fly of any kind being even a transient annoyance.
Tlie movement to the railroad was to be a surprise,
hence Ave left Woodland about 11, p. M., and marched,
by unfrequented Avays. across the fields, Avinding along
Avater-courses and deep liolloAvs, and quietl.y passing in
solemn silence through the gloom and over the sAvard of
the shadoAvy forest. No talking, or even sjieaking in
lowest tones, or clanking of bits or saber scabbards, being
permitted.
And so, like silent specters of the night, Ave Avere jta.ss-
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ing through a strip of rather open woods, each man intent only on keeping his horse in place and close against
the rump of his file-leader, when suddenly, without a
premonitory buzz or sign of any kind, a horse in one of
the center files gave a loud snort, sounding more like the
dying cry of a mortally-stricken human being than any
sound we had ever before heard a horse make, and dashed
off to the right at the top of his speed, rearing, plunging,
and kicking the whUe, soon leaving his luckless rider
sprawling on the ground. Another and another followed,
rushing madly right, left, front, and rear, with snorts
and kicks, and almost human-like groans of pain, in
every direction, unhorsing riders, trampling the fallen,
dashing headlong through the woods, rubbing against
trees, rolling over and over on the ground, and in an instant converting the quiet, orderly column into a pandemonium-like mass of struggling, groaning, kicking,
plunging, rolling horses and swearing, yelling men, in
which confusion worse confounded reigned supreme.
We had struck the sand flies, and the
SAND FLIES HAD STRUCK US !

Well, the expedition ended there ! The railroad was not
cut that night! In fact, in less than three minutes from
the time the first fly struck the column, about twelve
hundred cavalry were scattered over a radius of two miles
of rebel territory, and deeming one surprise enough in
one night, and we being the party surprised, and we having made noise enough to arouse the whole rebel army,
if in hearing distance, the colonel concluded to sound
the "rally," and get into a camp as soon as possible. It
was a bad repulse, and though the damage consisted
mainly in the swollen nostrils of the poor horses, yet
many of the men were bruised, kicked, tramped on, and
otherwise disabled.
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This Avas (jur first and only experience Avith this adjunct
of rebeldoni, and Ave had no desire to renew, much less
to jiroloiu;, the ac(piaintance. The combined jioAver of a
swarm of angry bees, of a fully-dev(doped colony of unnested hornets, and of a completely Hedged nest of afterharvest oals-stubble y(dlow-ja(d\ets, Avith their business
(jualities intensified one hundredfold, Avould not be a
circumstance to the terrific onslaught of the average
Georgia sand fly !
Early on the morning of the 19th, the brigade advanced
from Woodland, crossed the Rome and Kingston railroad,
and enteied Kingston in advance of General McPherson's
army
About an hour after the rebels AA-ere driven out,
or a few moiiKUits before McPherson entered. General
(Terrard ordered Minty to hurl his brigade at a gallop to
the Etowah, and seize and hold Gillion's bridge, crossing
the river fifteen miles south-AAest of Kingston. Being
then in column, all that had to be done AA-as to close u p
ranks, instruct the officers to keep closed at all hazards,
and away Ave Aveiit. The road Avas rough, but hard, and
the tAvelve hundred horses and men, rushing at a fast
gallop, seemed to shake the very earth and cause the trees
on the hillside to topple, as though bowed before the
stern blast of the tempest! Certain it is, that the thunder of that tAvelve-mile gallop echoed far and AA-ide among
the hills along the Etowah. On, on, Ave rushed I Over
hills and valleys, across streams and rickety bridges,
while in dust behind us,
" Far streamed a smoky ildiid,
El hoi'd t h " liill.'i,
The vnlleys shook.
The flying forest bowed."

We reached the biidire, drove away a i)arty of the enemy
guarding it, in time to prevent its destruction, seized it,
and crossing over a stiong force, the colonel ordered the
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Avliol.' l)rigad(\ ollicers and nicii, lo work buildinu' a rail
barricade, iu anticipation of au instant alhudv. TJi(> position thus seized was about tlii'(M^ miles Avest, and two
slightly iu rear, of the left Hank of the iclxd aniiy
OiK- of the punishments inllicte(l ou a cavalryman for
uselessly running his horse Avas to dismount him, and require him to ' ' c a r r y a rail," either on a niarcdi or alonga
"beat " in camp. The men, S(^eiug Wui officdrs busily engaged in toting rails from the nearest fences and ludpiiig
to pile them u p into breastworks and barricades, hailed
them Avitli shouts and the good-natured "chaff" of,
" T h a t ' s Avliat you get for running your horse !" " G o t
to carry a rail, have you V' " Run your horses again that
Avay, AA-ill you ?" while some, taking u p the refrain of the
"stable call," shouted out the chorus, changed to suit
the occasion :
"If again you do it,
You surely will rue it,
And you'll have to tote rails all the day long !"

In less than two hours, and after Ave had the breastworks and ]:)arricades completed, the Army of the Tennessee came out to our relief, marching as only the Western army could inarch, Avitli a long, swinging step, \A-hich
carried them over the ground at the rate of five miles an
hour, thanked us for building the Avorks, said we vA-ere
"gooil children," and kindly released us by taking possession of the Avorks Ave had, Avith such labor and anxious hastt^ constructed.
W i t h the arrival of the infantry, came au order stating that a brigade of the rebel
army had l)een cut off l)y the advance of General Hooker,
and Avere tlien inclosed betAveen Hooker, McPherson, and
the river, and directing Minty to move up the river about
live miles and bring them iu, /. c., capture them.
On mounting and att(Miipting lo move, it was found
19
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that over three hundred horses Avere so badly stoved,
foundered, and stiffened up by the extraordinaiy race as
to be entirely unserviceable. Minty AA-as, therefore, comjxdled to undertake the job of cajituring an unknoA\-n
force of infantry, located in an unknoAA-n position, Avith
less than nine hundred men, on hol•s<^s already conqiletely fagged out. He marched through a AA'ooded country,
on a ridge parallel to the river, about five miles, then
fonning line, faced to the north, advanced about a mile
and a half, Avhen halting on a ridge with a deep ravine
filled Avitli green-briers and all kinds of tangled forest
creepers in front, sent forward dismounted scouts to find
the lost "brigjidt^" AA-C were in search of.
The scouts in due time returned, reporting that they
could not find any " b r i g a d e " or other portion of the
rebel army that seemed " l o s t , " for while the AA-hole of
Johnson's army was, in point of fact, fighting for a "lost
cause," and gradually losing itself as Avell in the confiict,
yet just at t h a t time it did not knoAvit, hence this " l o s t "
brigade was not found. The scouts did, however, very
soon find that Minty had planted himself just a mile and
a half directly in the rear of the left center of Johnson's
army. From the position Ave occupied, this part of their
report Avas evident to the unaided vision, for directly in
our front, not more than two miles distant, Ave could see
Hooker's army fighting a tremendous battle along the hills;
and doAvn the other side of the ravine, at our feet, AA-e
could see a line of " J o h n n i e s ' ' in battle array, over three
miles in h^ngth, and like us facing nortliAvard. Tliat Avas
a nice " b r i g a d e " for our cavalry to be sent to " I c i n g
in;" a fine little body of ' ' l o s t ' ' " c u t off" Avanderers in
the Avilderness for us to tackle ! The colonel, finding
him.self and command in this aAvkAAard lix, concluded
that the boldest course Avas the best, and resolved to move
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forward until Jie struck their baggage and reserves, when
charging into them, throw them into confusion, produce
as much of a panic as possible, do all the damage he
could, and cut his way through their line of battle and
join Hooker. Investigation and the most persistent efforts, however, failed to discover a practicable way across
the ravine, the whole thing being filled with green-briers,
underbrush, grape-vines, and creepers fifteen or twenty
feet high, and a boggy, swampy, treacherous soil extending over half a mile on each side of a small stream. So we
could not get at the rebel army, and it did not get at us.
After dark, Minty withdrew to' a position along the ridge,
about two miles from the bridge, and bivouacked for the
night.
We often wondered, in after years, what the result of
our attack would have been if we had succeeded in making
it, and during the campaign often regretted our inability
to have made the experiment. Our presence was entirely
unsuspected by the enemy, and nine hundred men bursting upon their line from the rear, shouting and sabering
every man they met, would have astonished them, at least.
The men believed they could go through if once the
thicket was passed, and confidence of that kind was apt
to be rewarded by success.

( T I A F T E R XI.X.
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"To Sherman
Likf that ,<tout kni^'ht, on whose firm mail the sword
Cla.>ilied, shivering, glanced, nor burst the fiery charms.
A N IKON MAN I I n happier day.v, the name
Hailed him the champion of the peaceful North.
And now t h e faithful years have blazoned forth.
Its splendid prophecy in the battle's flame. "
—Anonymous.

ROM the 19th to 23d of :May, the brigade lay in
camp at the position on the ridge at Spring
Bank, near Gillion's bridge, scouting along
both sides of t h e Etowah river. During this time, Johnson's army, after retreating from Adair and Calhoun,
and abandoning Rome, took u p a position on the north
bank of the EtoAvah, covering Cartersville. On the 21st,
Johnson issued a proclamation to his a n n y from this position, AA-hich he named '' Manasses,"' stating that there
AAas the " l a s t d i t c h " to AA-hich he had retreated, hencefoiAvard their march Avould he foi'Avard and nortliAA'ard,
&c., and on the next day AA-as in full retreat over the EtoAvah, to a strongly fortified position in the mountains at
Alatona Pass.
It is a misTake to su]ipose. hoAA-ever, that the.se successive rt^reats of the rebel ai'my Avere caused by the mere
appearance and Iiresence of Sherman s blue coats in his
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front and on his flank. Johnson Jield every position most
determinedly, and was only driven out of each in succession after the most desperate fighting, the battle raging
furiously for whole days at a time, along a front more
than ten miles in extent from right to left. Every foot
of the ground from the Ostenaula to the Etowah was
a battle scene, and was drenched wdth loyal and rebel
blood!
It certainly speaks well for General Joseph E. Johnson's military ability that he was able to withdraw his
army across the latter river without being destroyed or
disastrously crippled. His losses were enormous, but he
still maintained a dogged determined front, and retreated
to his strong position* at Alatona in the confident hope
of being there assailed by, and seriously discomfiting, his
antagonist. But if Johnson was great in conducting a
masterly retreat, Sherman was far greater in fertility of
strategic resources, and in conducting an aggressive
campaign so as to reap the maximum of results with
the minimum of loss to his army. It was giant pitted
against giant, but if Johnson, after each fall, sprang from
the earth with renewed vigor, Sherman held the mighty
odds of never falling, and of always moving to and commencing the attack.
Sherman, knowing well the strength of the position,
now, determined on turning it by a great flank movement
to the south-west, by way of Burnt Hickory and Dallas,
and a march thence to the Chattahoochee.
Accordingly, on the morning of the 24th, Sherman, cutting loose from his base, the railroad, crossed the Etowah;
the right, army of the Tennessee, under McPherson,
crossing at Gillion's bridge, the center and left by pontoons, and advanced by the Vq.n Wert road toward Dal-
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las. In this movement, the division under General Gerrard led the advance of the army of the Tenne.sst^e.
Crossing the river at the bridge, Minty moved his brigade at the head of the column, and occupied Van AVert
that night, Avithout meeting the enemy
The movement
to t liis place being made rapidly, he found himstdf during the next day almost tAventy-four hours in adA-ance of
the army
Marching from \''an W e r t on the 24tli, he
jiushed on toAvithin about tAvo miles of Dallas, when he
met tlie rebel cavalry in force, about 7 o'clock in the evening. He immediately (h^ployed the Fourth Michigan in
Vmt\ dismounted, and advanced to AAithin half a mile of
the town, driving the rebels constantly before him, Avhen,
it being quite dark, he fell back to a good camping
ground, on a small stream, about a mile from Dallas, and
Avent into camp. Captain George W LaAvton, commanding the advance guard, Fourth Michigan, was severely
wounded, at the first fire of the enemy's pickets, by a ball
jiassing through his right l u n g ; he, however, continued
AA'ith his men, bringing them " left front into line, " and
engaged the enemy until he fell from his horse exhausted from loss of blood. Colonel Minty Avas riding alongside him AA-hen he Avas struck, but did not know of his being
AA-ounded until he fell, after the enemy had been driven.
His action is sufficient eulogy of his gallantry, and requires no comment. It is a pleasure, however, to be able
to state at this vA-riting, December 29th, 1885, the brave
Lawton is still living. The loss to the brigade during
this day was tAvo killed and three wounded ; all in the
Fourth Michiiran. AVe killed ten and captured fifteen of
the enemy
Some thirty of the rebels were wounded.
On the 2.')tli, the rebels fell back beyond Dallas, and
the division, advancing through that place, moved to the
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right, taking position on the right flank of McPherson,
facing westward.
During the night of the 25th, the division moved to the
left front, from its position of the day, for about three
miles, then turning to the left or eastward advanced in
the direction of the Dallas and Villa Rica road. What
the precise object of this movement was is not known to
the author, but the men, particularly of Minty's brigade,
never took kindly to a night attack. They were always
ready and willing, aye, even eager to meet the foe in open,
manly conflict by day, without inquiring either the reason
for the fight or numbers of their opponents, but from some
cause seemed particularly averse to owling it by night.
Perhaps the influence of the "Pennsylvania Dutch," with
their traditionary stories of "boogies," "spooks," and
"hob-goblins," had permeated the whole command. We
don't know, but certain it is, the brigade was not as reliable by night as by day.
On this occasion, while marching quietly along the road,
without any grumbling, or even ordinary talking being
noticed, it was found that a large number of men were
riding through the column inquiring, in low tones, for
their commands; always announcing themselves as members of companies and regiments different from the
one with which they happened to be. The contagion
spread rapidly all along the column, until an investigation disclosed the fact that not a single company or regiment maintained its organization. That while the company and regimental officers had each his proper number
of men in place in the column, they were strangers to
them and to each other. It was the quiet, and while
seemingly innocent and orderly, yet most emphatic and
effective protest of the men against a night attack or
battle. The column was halted, held mounted on the
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road, and the division and brigade stall's, Avith the regimental officers, carefully .s(decte(l the men, one at a time, and
restored them to their places. It was an inteus(dy dark
night, and this Avork of restoring military order Avas difficult and tedious. After the ranks were restored, the
column again moved foiAvard, under si>e(dal instructions
to kee[) in place and Avell closed uj); but had not gt)ne
half a mile AA-hen eveiy officer found liimself deserted by
his oAvn command, and his ranks filled again Avith
strangers.
It was a situation novel, Ave believe, in the experience
of division, brigade, and regimental commanders, and one
for Avliich the " r u l e s and regulations of the a r m y " provided no redress. The comi)any officers could not be
punished, for the regimental commanders Avere equally
in fault; the commanders of regiments could not be held
to account, for the brigades AA-ere also " m i x e d u p , " and
the brigade commanders could not well be censured, for
the same condition of affairs, as it was found, existed
even in the escort of the general commanding the division, for not a man of the genera.rs escort Avas in his
place at this second mix-up, b u t strangers from all parts
of tlu' division were quietly riding there instead. Even
swearing, that last resort of the puzzled man in civil life,
or officer in the army, was not of any use or equal to the
occasion. It is possible that had the general moved right
along to execute the object in vieAv, the men, particularly
if becoming engaged Avith the enemy, Avoiild have gathered
to their lespective standards, or, at least, fought bravely
under the lead of any officer under Avhose command they
might have found themselves ; but that Avould have been
a risky experiment, and not by any means military
So
the general, having UOAV reached thePoAvder Sjjring road,
ordei'eil a halt, and Avent into camp ; Avlien lo ' thi- tangle
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uui'av(d(>d its(df as (piickly and as oi-derl\- as it liad
quietl.A' occurred. Oh ! you oi'derly, inis(dnev()iis ras<'als
of ihe old Second d i v i s i o n ! It was a smait t i i c k vou
]ihi\-e(l tliat uiglil ou y o u r oflicers ! l ) o you evei', ni ayhaired old gi'and-daddies t h a t m a n y of you now are,
g a t h e r t h e tow-headed t o d d l e r s of t h e s(^cond geuei-atiou
a r o u n d you a n d tell t h e "tri(dvs you used to p l a y " while
in the a r m y , " a w a y d o w n S o u t h in D i x i e ' s " Georgia '.
It' y o u do, we v e n t u r e t h e assertion t h a t y o u don 1 ni-i;'lecT to tell lioAv y o u tanglt:!d u p G e r r a r d ' s column on t h e
niglit of M a y 2."), 18G4.
On t h e 'idtli, b e i n g c a m p e d on t h e PoAvder S p r i n g a n d
t h e A d a i r C o u r t H o u s e road, M i n t y was (diarged Avitli t h e
d u t y of p i c k e t i n g t h e front, a n d m a i u t a i n e d a c o n s t a n t
skirniish Avith t h e rc'bels, a t long range, all d a y on t h e
Dallas a n d Axilla R i c a road, a b o u t t w o a n d a half miles
east of t h e c a m p . T h e F o u r t h U n i t e d States wt^-e, durinu' t h e m o r n i n g , d e t a c h e d a n d |)lac(^d ou d u t y at t h e
h e a d - q u a r t e r s of Major General M c P h e r s o n . About 1,
p 31.. a couple of r e g i m e n t s of rebel cavalry a t t a c k e d t h e
p i c k e t on t h e A'illa R i c a road, a n d drove it a1)out a mile.
]\Iinty moved, w i t h p a r t of Seventli P e n n s y l v a n i a a n d
F o u r t h ^Michigan, t o its s u p p o r t , and, s e n d i n g a Inittaliou
of Seventh P e n n s y l v a n i a , u n d e r Major J e n n i n g s , a n d
one of F o u r t h Michigan, u n d e r Captain P r i t c h a r d , lo t h e
L'ft of tlii^ PoAvder Spring road, directed a vigorous atta('k on t h a t p o r t i o n of t h e eueuiy o c c u p y i n g a. s t r o n g
}in-.ition at a gin-house, n e a r t h e Dallas road, Avhile, adA'ancini;- t h e p i c k e t s to tli(3 fixmt, he assailed t h e e n e m y iu
t h a t q u a r t e r . .Majoi' J e n n i n g s , deploying, advanced under a lieav\- lire and i)r()m}»tly dislodged t h " enemy, who,
jiioviiiL:,' to be cavalry fighting on foot, m o u n l e d , and \\\.o
Avliole f(U-ce let ie;itc(l I ' a p i d h ' i i i the direction of Dallas.
Jt-niniiLis a n d P r i t c h a r d followed in eager p u r s u i t , at a
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gallop, for nearly three miles, Avhen, coming under the
guns of the fortilied rebtd position at Dallas, they AvithdreAv in good order, having captured tAventy-five of the
enemy, fourteen of Avhom Avere Av-ounded by the sabers of
the Seventh Pennsylvania. In the attack on the ginhouse, the Fourth Michigan killed ten and Avounded fift«'en of the enemy Two rebels Avere killed in the pursuit, making their total loss fifty-tAvo. On our side, two
men of the Seventh Pennsylvania AA-ere wounded.
It being impossible to maintain a jiicket in the Dallas
and A'illa Rica road, except by the presence of the Avhole
brigade, oAving to the fact that that road ran direct to the
center of the rebel army at Dallas, it Avas draAAni back to
a position about half a mile Avest, and a line formed parallel with the road. The brigade noAv held a position
about tAvo miles in the rear of the left center of the rebel
army, and faced nearly north-east.
On the morning of the 27th, Captain A^ale, of the
Seventh Pennsylvania, in charge of the picket line, reported a vigorous attack on the outposts and that the
enemy Avere advancing in considerable force from the
Dallas road, and had already occupied their position of
the day before at the gin-house. Colonel Sipes, with the
Seventh Pennsylvania, was dispatched to his support,
and forming on the picket line was soon actively engaged,
fighting the AAIIOIC of Ferguson's brigade. About this
hour the Seventy-second Indiana, under Colonel Miller,
reported to Minty and he received orders from General
McPherson, through General Gerrard, to gain i)ossession
of the Dallas and Axilla Rica road and attiick the enemy
vigorou.sly on the flank and rear.
Minty moved out AAith the remainder of his brigade
and th(^ Seventy-second Indiana. Coloutd Sipt-s, Avitli his
regiment, exce])t the dismounted pickets, Avas moved to
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the right on the Powder Spring road. Lieutenant Colonel
Park, with the Fourth Michigan, to the left of that road,
to attack the position at the gin-house, while the Seventy-second Indiana dismounted, and with the pickets
closed the gap between the Fourth Michigan and the
Seventh Pennsylvania. The force advanced, and the firing became general along the whole line. Holding the
Fourth Michigan and Seventh Pennsylvania, mounted,
in check, until the dismounted men had gained about
three fourths of the distance to the Dallas road, these
regiments were then directed to advance at a gallop. The
Seventh Pennsylvania, meeting but slight opposition, soon
gained the Dallas road, turning the rebel left, and pressed
on, up, and east of it toward Dallas. The Fourth Michigan were received by a galling fire as they galloped over
the open field toward the gin-house, but pushing gallantly forward, soon drove the enemy in confusion from their
front, while the dismounted men, pressing forward at a
run, forced the enemy to retreat, pouring the while volley
after volley from their Spencer carbines into the disordered ranks, to and beyond the road, where the sabers
of the Seventh, coming into play, completed his discomfiture and caused him to seek shelter in disorganized
flight beneath the strongly fortified infantry lines at
Dallas.
Minty now caused strong breastworks of rails and logs
to be thrown up, and Lieutenant Colonel Kitchell, with
a portion of the Ninety-eighth Hlinois, reporting to him
was directed to hold the works, supporting the Seventh
Pennsylvania, and cover the Powder Spring road. Minty, whose line now faced north-east, then moved in the
direction of IJallas, skirmishing to within a few miles of
that place, where, observing on the east side of the road
a long line of intrenchments, facing west, and in prolon-
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gationof it, cavalry in considerable force, forming along
the hills i)aiullel to the Dallas road, ordered up the artillery, and opened lire, droi)piug shells inside their
Avorks.
Dense columns of dust Avei-e noAv .seen moving (»n the
Marietta road, in rear of the left of the rebel ])osition,
Avluch road, being about a mile distant, Avas sludled Avitli
effect. A heavy column of infantry moved from the direction of Dallas, and turning the left flank, attacked the
position of th(^ Seventy-second Indiana and Seventh
Pennsylvania, Avliile a vigorous attaidc Avas pressed on the
Fourth Michigan, on the right. The artillery, having
been imshed to the extreme front, Avas in danger of being'
captui-ed, from the pressure of the enemy on both flanks ;
whiidi Minty perceiving, directed it to withdraAv. after
Avliich he fell back to the barricades. Here, although
vigorously assailed in repeated assaults, he repulsed
every attack, and successfully maintained his position.
The enemy abandoned the contest and retreated from his
front before night. After dark he retired to camp leav
ing strong pickets to hold the position, Minty lost in
this fight, in the Seventh Pennsylvania, three killed and
eleven w o u n d e d ; F o u r t h Michigan, one killed, tAvo
Avounded ; and Seventy-second Indiana, three w-ounded ;
total, tAventy Among the Avounded Avas Corporal EdAvard
L. Beck, of company M, Seventh Pennsylvania, mortally
shot through the body. In the evening, shortly before
he died, addressing his captain, who Avas Avitli him, he
said : " Captain, good-bye ; Avrite home and tell mother,
she has given one lioy to save tlu^ I ' n i o n . " He Avas a
brave, faithful, and promising young man of eighteen
years, and his loss Avas deeply deploit-d by his comrades
and officers.
The folloAving extract from a letterbv (ieneral McPlier-
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son to General Gerrard refers to the services of the command this day :
DALLAS, 27th May, 7.30, P. M.
" GENERAL :—Tour letter inclosing report of Colonel Minty received.
His brigade has done good service to-day, and drew four regiments of rebel
infantry from in front of our right off towards Villa Rica to fight him.

(Signed)

JAS. B . MCPHERSON,

Major General Commanding. "

The four regiments spoken of were brought up after
Minty had defeated and driven off three brigades of rebel
cavalry, to wit: the brigades of John H, Morgan, of
Ferguson, and of Ross. They were the infantry which
flanked the position of the Seventy-second Indiana and
Seventh Pennsylvania, and were finally repulsed at the
barricades.
The man killed in the Fourth Michigan this day was
Private Benona Birch, of company I, Fourth Michigan
cavalry, mortally hurt. Just .before he died, he called
out to a comrade: " Mart, I am going," then raising up
to a sitting position, and waving his hand, added, "but,
hurrah for the old flag!" and falling back, expired.
These incidents are given not as isolated or the only ones
of the kind which occurred—as scarcely a man died but
that if strength permitted did not give utterance to similar ones—but as illustrations of the lofty spirit of patriotism animating the men in the ranks. It was love of
country and of human liberty which filled the ranks of
our commands.
On the 28th, the brigade moved close in on the right of
the Army of the Tennessee, and a large portion of it was
dismounted and placed inside of the intrenchments in
front of Dallas, the whole army having taken ground,
that day, to the left or east. It remained on this duty—
doing the same duty as the infantry—the 28th, 29th, 30th,
and 31st of May, and the 1st of June, repelling repeated
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as.saults, and skirmishing constantly, day and night.
During these days, the anny had, by a succession of daring movements and hard-fought battles, extending along
a frontage of over twenty miles, completel\' turned the
rebtds out of their fortified position at Alatona pass, and
Avitli his hd't noAv Avell planted on the railroad .south of
the i)ass, and Alatona itstdf in his full possession, Sherman now threatened to cut Johnson off from his line of
retreat by seizing the bridge over the Chattahoochee.
To prevent this, Johnson hastily marched from Dallas and
Good Hope, on the night of J u n e 1, by the Marietta road,
and took position on the Kenesaw and Lost mountains,
northAvard of Marietta. In order to cover their retreat,
the rebel left wing, early in the evening, made a furious
assault on the right Aving of McPherson, Avhile in the
midst of a movement toward the left. For a little time,
in some AA-eak places, they succeeded in sui-mounting the
works and penetrating the line, but were soon driven out,
with the loss of over a thousand killed, wounded, and
captured.
AA-hile the assault and battle was in progress. Captain
Vale, of Seventh Pennsylvania, who had charge of all
the horses of the brigade—the men being in the trenches
on the right of McPherson's line—occupied a position
about three fourths of a mile to the rear, and slightly to
the right, of the assaulted portion of the line. Believing, from what he saw, that the capture of the horses was
imminent, he moved them to the left, reporting to the
colonel at 4 o'clock the next morning. This action led to
considerable inconvenience, and he Avas, at first, much
censured for moA'ing AA-ithout " o r d e r s , " but, in AieAv of
all the circumstances, it was finally decided that he exercised a discretion which, while an excess of prudence,
was justified.
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After the repulse of the enemy, McPherson continued
his movement to the left, and the dismounted men of the
brigade covered the withdrawal by following the army,
during the night, along the line of the works until near
Good Hope church, from which it marched to the horses,
and mounting, moved, on the 2d, to the west end of Alatona pass, halting for the night near the EtoAvah, a short
distance from the great railroad bridge. Minty remained
in this vicinity, picketing and scouting, until the Sth of
June.
While here, we witnessed one of those surprising manifestations of the energy and power of the officers now in
charge of the various departments of the transportation
branch of the service which was so puzzling to the rebels.
The great bridge over the Etowah had, of course, been
burned along with all the others, large and small, along
the line of the road, as soon as abandoned, by the retreating rebels. On the very next day after the enemy had
burned it, and before the ashes were cold, load after load
of timbers, framed and ready to be put together, were
brought up, and the work of rebuilding it commenced
and so rapidly pushed forward that in five days after its
destruction the astonished rebels saw, from their lofty
perch on Kenesaw, the Yankee locomotive, draAving a
long train of cars, come sweeping down the road, through
Alatona pass, on, up, almost to the front, and unload a
quantity of army supplies! Neither Sherman's boys in
blue, nor the puzzled rebels, knew how it had been
brought about, but the thing was self-demonstrated that
not only the bridge at Resaca, at Cartersville, and all the
minor streams had been rebuilt, but the great one, nearly
three quarters of a mile long, over the Etowah, had been,
in some way, reconstructed, almost, as it seemed, in a
night.
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Ijong yeais after, the great feat Avas explained. It Avas
simply that, fx-fore ordering Sheiniaii to march on Atlanta, Grant had caused to be built, in Louisville, Nashville, and other iioints, a duplicate of every bridge, great
and small, along the (reoigia C'entral lailroad, and knoAving the location of each, the engineers had only to .send
forAvard, each day and hour, the timbers, all framed and
ready, for tu-ecting the jtarticular bridge required.
On the 7tli of Jun»\ the Second brigade, commanded
by Coloiud Eli Long, of the Fourth Ohio, came up and
joined the division, Avhile camped near the EtOAA-ah, at
Alatona jiass.
At si.x o'clock in the morning of J u n e 9, the division,
now consisting of the three full brigades, marched from
AckAvorth, taking the direct road toAvard Marietta, Minty,
Avith his brigade, leading the advance, Avitli the Fourth
Michigan as the advanced regiment. The rebel pickets
Avere met at Rocky Hill soon after passing outside the infantry skirniish line. They were speedily driven from
their rail barricades by the Fourth Michigan, and from
successiv(3 positions until a hill in front of Big Shanty
was reached, Avlien they showed a considerable line behind formidable breast-works. In addition to the force
and obstructions in front, a large force of cavalry Avere
found to be moving on each fiank. Minty sent the Fourth
United States to the left and Seventh Pennsylvania to
the right,, and advancing, skirmishing began along the
whole line.
General Gerrard noAv came to the front with the Third
brigade, which, dismounting, AA-as placed in tlu- center of
the line, AA-hile Minty. dismounting his Avhole command,
reinforced the Fourth regulars, by sending the Fourth
Michigan to join in on the left. Tlie adA'ance AA-as resumed, and although the country, particularly on the
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left, was full of dense under-groAvth, yet the whole line
moved in good style, charging rapidly at double-quick
across the open country, and fighting from tree to tree
through the woods, until within a few hundred yards of
their breast-works, when it swept forward on a run and
carried them with a rush. It was here found that among
other contrivances for retarding our advance, the rebels
had stretched telegraph wires along the entire front of the
works, about two feet from the ground. If it afforded the
rebels any amusement to see the boys in blue tumbling
over the wires, they were welcome to it, as the harmless
thing did us no damage. Driven from the first, they now
manned a second line, with open ground between. The
Third brigade and Seventh Pennsylvania, without more
than a momentary halt, pushed forward and drove them
out of this to a stronger, third line. The Seventh Pennsylvania now pushed rapidly through a pine woods on
the right, under a heavy continuous fire, driving the
rebels steadily; at the same time the Third brigade and
Fourth United States again charged, advancing in magnificent style, and carried the last line, defeating and
driving out of the works the "Mississippi Tigers."
Minty returned to camp about 8, P. M. He reported a
loss of one killed and twelve wounded, and the rebel loss
at twenty killed or mortally wounded. The rebel force
engaged in this affair was Martin's division of mounted
infantry, supported by a brigade of regular infantry. The
successive lines of works carried covered the space from
Big Shanty to the top of Little Kenesaw, which was not
then occupied by the enemy in force. Johnson's right
then rested on Big Kenesaw, and his left was taking position on Lost mountain, and on its march from Dallas.
Had the division, instead of being ordered back to camp
near Ackworth, been supported by the left wing of the
20
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army, then under Hooker, with the i)romptness with
Avhicli McPherson had supported the cavalry iu the preceiling movements on the right. Little Kenesaw would
have been seized, and the great slaughter in the Army of
the Cumberland, in the effort to carry it on the 27th,
would not have occurred,
During the battle of Big Shanty, or rather Avhen pushing forward through the woods to the attack on the
second line, at the tiim- of a short halt, Samuel Duncan,
private company M, Seventh Pennsylvania, called Sergeant AVilliam H. H. Smith to him, and Avliile AA-orking
his gun for all that a Silencer carbine was Avortli, said,
between shots, " H a r r y , here, take these two copper cents,
and if I am killed, send them home! Mind that you
d o n ' t let the rebels get them, for if you do, they Avill resume specie payments, and keep u p the war for a couple
of years longer. " Of course Duncan was not killed.
He is yet, February 10th, 1886, living at AA^atsontown,
Pennsylvania, and is the same incomparable jester as of
old.
The loss in the Third, Wilder's brigade, Avas five killed
and twelve wounded. The rebel papers stated their loss
to have been tAAenty killed, including a lieutenant and
five men of the Twenty-ninth Mississippi infantry, " Mississippi Tigers."'
W h e n the rebel infantry Avere driven from the last line,
they had not time to fasten their knapsacks, Avliich
opened at the top by a flap in the back, hinged about
tAvo thirds of the distance from the top. As we
(diarged and the rebels ran. Sergeant AA'illiam H. H.
Smith, of the Seventh, called out to them, " Shut your
d o o r s , " " s h u t your d o o r s . " The " Iniys" .seeing the
ludicrous figure cut by the fleeintr foe, AAith the long
white-lined flaps of their knajisacks dancing like Avliite
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flags from the rear of the seat of each individual, "took
up " the shout, and "Shut your doors, " echoed from one
end of the line to the other. The lieutenant that was
shot, was hit between the shoulders, and as Smith passed
him, he said, "Lieutenant, I am sorry for you, but I told
you to shut your door and keep the bullets out. "
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CHAPTER X.\.
FROf^ JUNE 10 TO JULY 17. 1864.
ADVANCE OF THE ARMY O.N K E N E S A W — M I N T Y ' S FIGHT AT MCAFKK'S CROS.-^RoADS—CAVALRY FORMATION AND TACTICS IN BATTI.K DKSCRIBED—REBEL
COMMANDS EXCMEKATKD—BATTLE OF NOONDAY C R E E K — R E B E L ACCOCNT
OF SAME—INCIDKNTS HK—.VCCOCNT OF, BY GOVERNOR C O X — L I S T OF OrKicERS AND SOLDIERS DISTINOIISIIKD IN—RETREAT OF THE REBEL A R M Y —
CAPTURE OF ROSSWELL—BATTLE WITH THE " B E E S . "

" Whenever for the truth and right
I t fla-shes in the van of fight,
Whether in some wild mountain's pass
Like that where fell Leonidas;
Or on some sterile plain and stern,
A Marston or a Bannockburn;
Or amid crags and bursting rills.
The Switzer's Alps, gray Tyrol's hiUs ;
Or, as when sank the Armada's pride.
I t gleams above the stormy tide,—
Still, still, whene'er the battle word
Is Liberty—where men do stand
For justice and their native land.
Then may Heaven bless the S w o r d ! "
—Anon.—From "Song of the Forge."

[E army advanced to the front of the rebels'
strong position, at KenesaAv mountain, on the
11th of June. Minty's brigade, now transferred
from the extreme right to the extreme left of the army,
advanced guarding that flank, the Sev^enth Pennsylvania
cavalry leading the column, striking out to the east of the
railroad, about five miles. A position Avas reached Avhere
the road from Marietta to Rossville Factory crosses that
leading from Ackworth to Lattimer's mills, called McAfee's cross-roads.
On approa(!liimj: the cross-roads, the advance of the
(308)
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Seventh Pennsylvania became heavily engaged, but the
regiment drove the enemy gallantly beyond, and occupied the cross-roads. While Minty deployed his line, it
was attacked by a brigade of Martin's, and the w-hole of
Ferguson's diAdsion of cavalry. Minty promptly supported the advance regiment with the Fourth Michigan,
and Fourth United States deployed, and after skirmishing
for about an hour, seeing an opportunity for a saber
charge, he formed the Seventh Pennsylvania in column
and let it loose. Charging directly on the center of Ferguson's division, it cut through the rebel lines, and then
making a half wheel to the left swept like a tornado
through the crowd of affrighted fugitives. The Fourth
Michigan and Fourth United States, now advancing on a
run, firing heavy volleys from their repeating carbines,
completed the rout of the heavy rebel force, which retreated rapidly from the field across Noonday creek.
The rebel loss in this affair was seventy-eight killed
and wounded, and fifty-four captured.
The loss in the brigade was confined entirely to the
Seventh Pennsylvania cavalry, and was five killed and
seventeen wounded.
The casualties in the Seventh Pennsylvania, and the
killed, wounded, and captured of the enemy, are in this
instance taken from the reports of Major Andress, commanding the Seventh, and of Captains Sheafer and Garrett, commanding battalions of that regiment. We
make this statement in explanation of the marked discrepancy between the text and the reports of Colonel
Minty Most of the prisoners taken were immediately
turned over to other commands, and the rebel dead and
wounded were only noted by these officers.
Simple justice to the brave men who, on this day, sustained for five hours the fierce onslaught of Ross' whole

810

Minty and tiie Cavalry.

division, consisting of three brigades, in all fifteen regiments, and after routing the rebel hoi-de and driving them
from the line of breast-AA-orks, extending far beyond the
flank of .Minty s Avliole command, maintained their jiosition almost unsupported in the extreme front until r«'called at dark, requires the folloAving details to be given:
Cai)tain Sheafer, Avitli a battalion of the SeA'enth, numbering about two hundred men, had the advance, after
driving the rebels from McAfee's cross-roads, formed in
company front on the right. Captain Garrett, Avith two
conqianies of the Seventh, held the center on the road,
supported by Captain Totten with his battalion of the
Fourth Micdiigan, Avho stuck faithfully to, and, with
Garrett, mingled in the thickest of the whole fight.
Major Andress, Avitli the remainder of the Seventh Pennsylvania, deployed in line on the left until after he had
cleared the breast-Avorks, when he formed column, and,
charging, joined in the furious battle which ensued.
Captain Sheafer, finding that, as he advanced, he was exposed to such terrific fire from front and right flank as
would cut his command to pieces before the left could
work its way through the woods, determined to charge
the works with the saber. He accordingly communicated
his intentions to Garrett and Totten on the road, and asked
that they charge in like manner at the same time ; they
readily agreed, and the little band, not over six hundred
strong, plunged forward at a charging gallop, Avith the
results before stated.
It is desirable that the reader bear in mind in all the
saber charges of these regiments described herein, where
the contrary is not expressly stated, that the charge Avas
never the orderly movement of the command at a slow,
steady gallop, AA-ith strict attention to alignment and dressing of files which characterizes the pageantry of jierfect
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military drill and manual, but, on the contrary, a wild rush
forward, at a full, running, racing speed, in loose formation,
Avith far more attention to who should first strike the enemy than whose buttons he aligned with, or whose file he
covered, or whose stirrup he touched. There was no such
thing as riding stirrup to stirrup, mounted, or standing
shoulder to shoulder, dismounted, in any of our fights in
the Western cavalry, or, at least, in Minty's brigade. In
our mounted saber charges, our favorite formation was in
column of fours, of platoons, of companies, battalions,
or regiments, in single rank, taking distance to the right
and left about four paces, or ten feet, the sets being about
six paces, or fifteen feet, apart. In fighting on foot, or
dismounted, the formation was generally in line, or,
rather, a succession of two or more lines, single rank, and
at what we called half skirmishing distance, i. e., each
man in line, about four paces, or ten feet, from his comrade.
We are aware that this description of " how we fought''
will strike the National guardsman of to-day, and even
the regular, with disgust, and fill him with deep regret
that he was not there to show us "how to do it;" but,
in extenuation, it is urged that we were a lot of Pennsylvania Dutch, and poor, ignorant cusses from the wilds
of Michigan, and the untutored population of the bleak
plains of Hlinois and Iowa, and the ague-shaken swamps
of Indiana, joined by a lot of the poor white trash, the
no-account people, the low-down Unionists, or Lincolnites, of Kentucky and Tennessee. Moreover, we never
had a chance to learn how to fight; for before we got
through the "school of the soldier," the confounded
rebels out in the West commenced their fool business of
running away from us, and kept us so busy in foUoAving
them up that all we had a chance to learn was how to
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march the quickest, so, of course, Ave never learned how
to fight.
After capturing the brea.st-works, the Seventh Pennsylvania, with Totten's detachments of the Fourth Michigan, pressed rapidly to the edge of a dense Avoods, into
Avhich the enemy retreating, the cavalry could not follow
mounted. Andress, therefore, dreAv slightly back toward
the breast-works and formed line. Soon oliserving a
body of cavalry moving on the left. Captain Totten
promptly charged and drove them back into the Avoods.
Active skirmishing all around him disclosed the presence of the enemy in heavy force. Minty deflected the
Fourth United States to the extreme flank, to guard the
road toward Woodstock and cover the artillery
The
line of dismounted men now advancing into the woods
developed a long range of breast-works, extending far beyond the left flank, from which the enemy issuing, drove
the battalions back in succession to the line of the captured works ; where a stand was made. After several attempts to find a Aveak point in the new line, the rebels
withdrew, and Minty, finding t h a t the Second brigade,
(Long's,) was not moving to his support, determined to
fall back to a position on the old Alabama road, near
where it crosses Noonday creek, about tAvo miles from
the cross-roads, Avlien he reported to the general commanding the division, the presence of, and the fact that
he had engaged that day three rebel brigades, to Avit:
General Allen's, consisting of the First. Third, Fifth,
Eighth, and Tenth Confederate (regular) cavalry ; Iverson s, consisting of the First, Second, Third, Fourth, and
Sixth Georgia, and J. F Morgan s. cunsisTinu' of the
First, Third. Fourth, and Fifty-first Alabama, or at least
forty-five hundre(l men, jtitted aixaiiist his fourteen hun- •
dred. The brigade remained in this jposition near Mc-
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.Vfee's, .skirmishing more or less dail\' Avith t h e enemy
u n t i l t h e m o r n i n g of J u n e 2()th. .Vt lo, A. AI.. of that da> ,
t h e F o u r t h r e g u l a r s Avere s(^nt across N o o n d a y ci-eek to
g u a r d t h e C a n t o n a n d jNlarietta road. After d i i v i n g t h e
rel)el outiiosts from near t h e cre(d\. to t h e ^ l a r i e t t a road,
t h e Seventh P e n n s y l v a n i a Avas formed on it, a n d one battalion of t h e F o u r t h U n i t e d States was sent s o u t h to t h e
I'jig Sliant}' road, Avhich soon developed a force of from
six to seven t h o u s a n d rebels. A p a t r o l to McAl't^e's crossr o a d s found o n l y small s c o u t i n g p a r t i e s of tUe e n e m y
V i d e t t e s p(.)Sted on t h e hills east of t h e M a r i e t t a road rep o r t e d parties of t h e e n e m y m o v i n g all t h r o u g h t h e c()iintry
The s i t u a t i o n r e m a i n e d u m d i a n g e d u n t i l al)out 4,
p, M., Avhen, u n d e r o r d e r s from Gene-ral G e r r a r d to e n c a m p
Avitli t h e b r i g a d e across t h e creek, M i n t y moved t h e
F o u r t l i Michigan over t h e creek. A t t h i s t i m e t h e rebels
a d v a n c e d in force, a n d a t t a c k i n g Major J e n n i n g s , comm a n d i n g t h e Seventli P e n n s y l v a n i a , from t h e n o r t h ,
drc»ve h i m sloAvly tovA^ard t h e crossing of t h e creek. In
order t o relieve t h e pressure, a saber cliarge of t h e re,iiim e n t Avas ordered. I t Avas led b y C a p t a i n NeA\ lin, comp a n y F , Seventh P e n n s y l v a n i a , in t h e m o s t g a l l a n t m a n ner, a n d Avas d i r e c t e d a g a i n s t t h e r i g h t center of t h e att a c k i n g foi'ces. F o r half a n h o u r t h e opposing r a n k s
were c o m p l e t e l y i n t e r m i n g l e d , t h e rebels conlideut iu
t h e i r A-ast s u p e r i o r i t y of n u m b e r s , l i g h t i n g w i t h a (h^term i n a t i o n never l)efore m e t AA-ith in t h e i r NVesteru cavalry
After Avhat seemed an age to t h e i r a n x i o u s comrades in
otlier ])arts oi t h e held, t h e r a n k s Avere seen to se[)arate,
t h e izii-at masses of t h e I'ebel g r a y falling back to tlieii' r(.'sei'vt's a n d artillery on t h e hill, to t h e north-east. Avitli t h e
little line of blue-coated P e n n s y l v a n i a n s iu full ]iinsuit.
In This luonienr of ti'iuiiqili, .Mien's bi'iuade, d a l e J o h n
F .Moiuaii s. ) of four regiments, advanced and sti'uck the
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Seventh Pennsyh-ania (m its right flank. This attack re(piired an immediate ( hange of front, Avhicli Avas promptly made, but in making it, the intrepid Newlin, Avitli a
number of his men, Avas cai)tured by the enemy. A bat
talion of the Fourth United States, under Lieut(Uiants
Fitzgerald and W i r t Davis, immediately rushed into the
melee to the support of the Seventh, and after a most
stubborn fight of over an hour, this brigade Avas also
driven buck to the Avoods and shelter of their artillery
(Colonel Miller, Avith tAvo regiments of his brigade, UOAV
reported to Minty and Avere placed in position ; one on a
wooded hill to the right and the other in the woods to
the left of the Seventeenth Indiana, commanded by Major
A'ail, Avhile IAVO battalions of the F o u r t h Michigan, under
Captains Prit(diard and Leach, respectively, crossed Noonday creek, and, forming on the left flank of the Seventh
Pennsylvania, met and repelled a charge of the First
Georgia, driving them back into the woods. The position
of the conimand was now critical in the extreme. Nearly all the First brigade, with its lead horses, mules, &c.,
was south of the creek, here impassable except by a ricketty, narrow bridge, formed of rails, now floating in the
Avater; on the south approach to the bridge a bottom half
a mile Avide, covered with mud and water, " belly d e e p "
to a horse, while on the north side of the creek, the
forces formed on hills and high, timbered ground, could
only look on without materially aiding those actually engaged.
The rebels now appeared in strong force, Kelly's division and Williams' brigade, on the south side of the
creek, attacking the left of the position furiously, at first
driving a battalion of the Fourth United States, there
posted, back about one hundred yards, when it rallied
behind breast-Avorks, (^being dismounted,) and held them
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in check, the other portion of the command in this part
of the field maintaining its position. On the north side
of the creek. Lieutenant Colonel Biggs, with the One
Hundred and Twenty-third Illinois, and part of the Seventeenth Indiana, holding the right of the line, was at
one time completely surrounded, but succeeded in repulsing the enemy finally.
The artillery, one section Chicago Board of Trade battery, under Lieutenants Grifiin and Lutz, and another
under Lieutenants G. I. Robinson and Bennett, being
posted on a hill north of the creek, now opened with
good effect, checking all determined advance of the enemy
The fighting continued furiously all around the position,
until just before dark the rebels concluding they had
enough for one day, withdrew, leaving Minty in possession of the field. All along the line of march from the
Tennessee river to this place, the people, whether friendly
or not, on being told, in answer to their stereotyped form
of question: " What reejment is youens all ?" that it was
the Seventh Pennsylvania cavalry, uniformly replied:
"The Fourth Georgia is waitin' for youens; they've got
their sabers ground, too; they'll meet youens, suah."
Soon after the artillery opened, a full regiment came out
of the woods, dressed their lines, and advanced in good
style. It was the Fourth Georgia, coming to try their
newly-ground sabers. Our boys promptly accepted the
challenge, and, moving out, niet their charge at a trot.
The ranks completely intermingled, and the shock was
terrific, but in less than five minutes the splendid rebel
regiment was cut to pieces and utterly routed, retreated
to the shelter of the woods, not having inflicted even a
severe wound on any of our men. They could' not handle
the saber. Again they formed and charged, and were
again repulsed. A third time they advanced, but being
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met by a counter-( harge. they broke and ran, in Avildest
confusion, to the sludter of their friendly artillery and
reserve lines in the woods. This AA-US the last we ever
heard about the boasted ground sabers of the Foui-th
Georgia. They jirobably beat them into plowshares or
threAv them away, and depended henceforward on tht^
double-barreled shot gun—a Aveajion, in their hands, far
more efficient.
Colonel Minty, in his report (official) s a y s : " I cannot
sjieak too highly of the gallantry displayed by the Seventh Pennsylvania and Fourth Michigan when attacked
by such overwhelming numbers in the early part of the
engagement, or the splendid manner in w-hich Colonel
Biggs, of the One Hundred and Twenty-third Illinois and
l)ait of the Seventeenth Indiana, repulsed the enemy
Avlien they were completely surrounded and cut off from
the remainder of our small force."
He rei)orts the casualties as folloAvs :
KILLED.

(

v\ OCXDED.

1.

REOLMKNTS.

CAPTURED.

TOTAL.

:

X

X

•f.

u.

^

0^.

Scvi'iitli Penn.sylvania,
Fourth United S t a f s .
Fourth Michigan, . . . .
Third liriy-.Tclf,
Total.

1

^.

^ ,

...|

8

1

0

15
1

. .

1
1

10

\ 2:5

l'

.•59
10

1

(54

1
1

1:5

:;s

1

1.'.

The followiiiL". from tlie rebel jyapers, oive.s the fight as
it api>eared to them, and their OAVII statement of the loss
they sustained. They called it McAfee's ; we named it
Noondav creek:

Rebel Account
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[Mctracts from a letter published at Atlanta, Ga., in the afternoon edition of
the Memphis Appeal, of the 25th June.]
"On the 20th instant, two divisions—Kelly's and Martin's—and one brigade
(WilUams') of our cavalry, went round to the left flank and rear of Sherman's army, it was said, to capture a brigade of Yankee cavalry stationed
at McAfee's. We succeeded in getting to the right place, where the enemy
(Minty's brigade) was vigorously attacked by Williams, and a portion,of
Anderson's brigade. After a sharp conflict, the enemy were driven from the
field. Hannon's brigade having come up and attacked them on the flank.
The Yankees fought desperately and fell back slowly, with what loss we
are unable to ascertain, as they carried off' their wounded and most of their
dead. To one who was an eye-witness, but not an adept in the • art of war,'
it seemed very strange that the whole Yankee force was not isurrounded and
captured. DibreU's brigade was drawn up a few hundred yards from and
in full view of the battle-field, with Martin's whole division immediately in
the rear. This is one of the best fighting brigades the Yankees have, and
to have captured or routed it would have added a bright feather to the
plume of the successful hero accomplishing the feat. After he (Minty)
had been driven from his first position, Martin's whole division was brought
up and lost several of Allen's brigade. Brigadier General Allen had his
horse shot. The Eighth Confederate and Fifth Georgia, of Anderson's
brigade, lost several killed and wounded. Williams' Kentucky brigade lost
several good soldiers."

Colonel Minty adds in his report:
"According to the above, there was the following rebel force in the field:
Kelly's and Martin's divisions, consisting of the brigades of Anderson, (six
regiments,) Hannon's, (five regiments,) Allen's, (five regiments,) and Johnson's (five regiments,) and the independent brigades of Williams and Dibrell, composed of five regiments each, say in all twelve regiments, with an
average of three hundred—thirty-six hundred; the ^itth Georgia numbered
over eight hundred. The entire force I had engaged was Seventh Pennsylvania, one hundred and seventy men, and Fourth Michigan, two hundred
and eighty-three—^in all four hundred and fifty-three. These few men held
their ground against the repeated assaults of the enemy for over two hours,
and when I ordered them to fall back, they retired slowly, in good order.
I beg to call the attention of the general commanding to the heavy loss sustained by this small force. In a loss of over twelve per cent., the very
small proportion reported missing shows how steady and stubbornly they
fought."

Colonel Minty further adds, in a note to this report:
"One battahon, led by Captain Hathaway, repulsed a charge made by
WilUams' brigade by a counter-charge.
" While my loss in this engagement was only sixty-five, the Marietta,
Ga., papers acknowledge a rebel loss of ninety-four killed and three hundred and fifty-one wounded."
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Following are extracts from a letter from Colonel Minty,
under date of Kene.saAv, Ga., June 28, 1804, to the adjutant general of Michigan :
"The tif.'ht in which Lieutenant Sutton was killed, ' Lattimer's Mills,'20th
June, turns out to havo l)fen a splendid affair. I knew that the enemy had
.sull'iTed .-^evenly. t>ut the truth far surpasses my most sanguine hopes.
" The day before yesterday, two negroes came in from General Martin's
division and told us the n l n l loss was about five hundred. This I did not
lu'licve, but .<onH' of the Seventh Pennsylvania and Fourth regulars got
hold of a couple of Atlanta papers, in which they acknowledge their loss to
lie over ninety hilledanil three hundred and sixty wounded. When we take
into consideration the fact that the rebels had two entire divisions actually
eiipiged, supported by a third, and that I had only three regiments and a
half on the ground, while only the Fourth ^^ichigan and a portion of the
Seventh Pennsylvania were engaged, I think aU will allow that the result
is most gratifying."

Among the casualties were Lieutenant Sutton, Fourth
Michigan, killed in the encounter south of the creek, and
Captain Cyrus NeAvlin, company F, captured.
(For further casualties see appendix.)
While the fight at Noonday creek was going on, a report was brought to Colonel Minty that Lieutenant Fitzgerald, who had a squadron of the Fourth United States
cavalry upon the right flank and rear, guarding that flank,
had been attacked by rebel cavalry. Minty immediately
sent Lieutenant Dixon, Seventh Pennsylvania cavalry,
and provost marshal on his staff, to find out about the
truth of it. Dixon started off, and after awhile found
Lieutenant Fitzgerald. He was about to ask him concerning the attack, &c., Avhen a couple of rebel bullets
came whistling by his ears. '"No matter. Lieutenant,"
said D., " that is a sufficient confirmation of the report
we heard," and putting spurs to his horse returned to
Colonel Minty instantly, standing not on the order of
his going.
General Cox, late Governor of Ohio, and Secretary of
the Interior, in his "History of the Atlanta Camjiaign,''
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referring to the engagement, states that he witnessed it
from the hills near Kenesaw, and speaks of it as "one of
the most hotly contested cavalry fights of the war,"
*
*
*
"between Gerrard's and the enemy's cavalry
under Wheeler."
On the 21st and 22d, the brigade picketed on the west
side of Noonday creek, and on the 23d the division crossed
to the east side, finding only light scouting parties of the
enemy, who speedily disappeared. After penetrating for
some distance without developing the efnemy, it returned
to the west side, remaining there until the 27th, with
slight skirmishing each day On the 27th, the division
demonstrated (dismounted) across the creek; the only result being an artillery duel; returning again to the west
side, a constant skirmish was maintained with the enemy's
dismounted men to July 2.
The position of the division while engaged in these series
of daily encounters on the left of the army, after advancing from Ackworth, and its services, can only be justly
appreciated by a brief reference to the movements of the
army itself.
After gaining possession of Alatona pass, Sherman
concentrated the army directly on the railroad, and advanced, reaching a position in front of Kenesaw and Lost
mountain, two days after Minty's fight at Big Shanty
and Little Kenesaw. By this time Little Kenesaw had
been strongly occupied and fortified. After demonstrating Avith constant severe fighting from the 2d to the 27th
of June, in front of these positions, during which time
he had driven the rebels from Lost and Pine mountains,
killing many and capturing several thousand of the
enemy, among the killed being Lieutenant General
Leonidas Polk, commander of the rebel left wing, he
pushed his lines close up to the base of the mountains on
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the 27th of June, and attenipte(l to carry Little Kenesaw
by assault. The attack was gallantly made and jiersevered in all day, but Avas rei)ul.sed Avitli lieavy loss to the
a.ssaultiug columns. On the 2\)X\\ and 3oth of June, he
advance(I his right, i)assing between Lost and KenesaAv
mountains, turned and crushed in the left Aving of Johnson's army pressed onward in a great left Avlieel tOAvard
Marietta and the bridge oA-er the Chattahoochee, in the
rear of the rebel position, thus forcing Johnson to abandon
Keiie.saAv and fall back across the river. Marietta was occupied by the Union forces on the morning of J u l y 3, and
the rebel army folloAved rapidly to the Chattahoochee.
AVhile thus operating in front of the KenesaAv, Sherman's left flank Avas completely in air and exposed to
serious danger from attack by the large cavalry forces of
the enemy, and it Avas the d u t y of Gerrard's division of
cavalry, operating nearly ten miles to the front and left,
to head off these threatened assaults and protect that
flank, and the rear of the army
W e have seen how
faithfully this d u t y was performed, and how successfully
at times, against overwhelming odds of over six to one,
Minty, on Avhom the burden of the fighting fell, executed
the trust, inflicting on the enemy, in addition to the humiliation of defeating them again and again, day aft«r
day, an absolute numerical loss ten-fold greater than he
suffered.
These operations were purely caralry, for while in
many places over Avhole miles of country, the dense forests and thickets of undergroAvth required him to fight
on foot, yet, Avlierever and Avhenever a cleared field or
open ground offered the opportunity the cavalrjinan's
most effective Aveapou, the saber, AA-as called into requisition and the " charge " relied on to obtain the greatest
result Avitll the least possible loss.
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On the 2d of July, the division moved into and occupied the works on the left of the army, covering the withdraAval of that Aving in its movement toward and west of
Marietta, and on the morning of the 3d, moving through
the rebel Avorks, entered Marietta almost simultaneously
Avith the infantry
Moving on the 4th to the left, up the
Chattahoochee, Minty, with his brigade, developed a considerable force in the direction of Rosswell, and on the
.5th, Avith the Seventh Pennsylvania, in the advance, he
moved upon and captured that place, driving out the rebels and securing the crossing of the river.
At Rosswell, extensive cotton mills, engaged in manufacturing cloth for the rebel government, were seized, and
with all the machinery, destroyed by order of General
Sherman. It was related at the time that the destruction
of these mills and factories occurred under the following
circumstances : The proprietors of the mills, soon after
our entry into the place, called upon our officers, and declaring they were subjects of Great Britain and of France
under the protection of these nations, demanded that the
rights of neutrals be respected in themselves and their
property. They were assured that if in fact neutrals, and
not found to be, or having been engaged in aiding the
Southern belligerants, the rights claimed would be fully
accorded and respected. Meanwhile, the work in the mills
went on regularly, as though no hostile forces Avere present. One morning, however, about the 6th or Sth of July,
some officers, we are not able now to name them, but are
of the opinion that General Gerrard was the ranking one,
stepped into the factory and passing through, found the
operators busy engaged in making heavy cotton cloth,
and a very little investigation showed that on each webb,
or piece, the cabalistic letters C. S. A. Avere woven in the
woof. The " n e u t r a l subjects of Great B r i t a i n " and
21
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"Imperial France " Avere sent for, their attention called
to the.se facts, and they were told to take doAvn the French
flag, Avhich Avas flying at the flagstaff, remove their money
and private pajiers, subject to proper supervision, and
notify all the operators to leave the building at once. On
their refusing to do so, a guard Avas called in and soon
cleared the building. All the books and papers, &c., of
the company Aveie seized, placed under guard, and duly
foi'Avarded to araiy head-quarters. W h e n this lueliminary work had been done, the buildings Avere fired in many
jilaces, and Avith their contents, machinery and stock on
hand, thorough! y destroyed. Of course a claim for re-imbursement Avas made against the United States Government, but it has not yet been paid. This Avas one of the
"A-andal" acts of the ruthless invader, (Sherman,) perpetrated on the innocent "non-combatants," during this
and the succeeding campaigns, over Avhicdi the Southern—
then rebel—now intensely loyal, newspapers and orators
discoursed so freely in that day, and AA-hich they still use
to fire the Southern heart, and hold a " u n i t e d South."
On the 9th of July, the First and Third brigades crossed
the Chattahooche river in the face and under fire from the
enemy, by Avading it, while skirmishing, from shore to
shore. At first the fire was heavy, and the undertaking
seemed hazardous, but after getting AA-CII into the stream,
there about three fourths of a mile Avide, the scene assumed
the ludicrous. As before stated, the brigade, in fact the
whole division, AA-as armed AA-ith the Sj)encer repeating
rifle and carbine, using a metallic AA-ater-proof cartridge.
The river AA-as very rocky, and in many jilaces the channels betAA'een the rocks AA-ere found to be "over h e a d " in
depth. As the itdiel bullets began to spla.sh around pretty
thick, the boys sought to keej. iu this deep AA-ater AA'ith
only the head exposed; they soon discovered that they
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could throw the cartridge from the magazine into the
chamber of the piece, by working the lever, as well under
water as in the air; hence, all along the, line you could see
the men bring their guns up, let the water run from the
muzzle a moment, then taking a quick aim fire his piece
and pop down again, with only his head exposed. Now,
the rebels had never seen anything of this kind before,
nor, for that matter, had we, and their astonishment
knew no bounds. We could hear them calling to each
other, '' Look at them Yankee
, loading their
guns under water!" " What sort of critters be they, any
how ?" " It's no use to fit agin fellus that' 11 dive down to
the bottom of the rivah an git that powdah and ball,"
&c., &c., &c.; their curiosity so far got the better of their
devotion to the "cause" that nearly the whole line, something over two hundred in number, remained on the bank,
quit firing, and surrendered as soon as we got on the south
side, anxious only to see the guns that could be loaded
and fired under water.
The two brigades advanced about a mile, halted,
and threw up breast-works, which were held until dark,
when they were relieved by General Newton's division.
Fourth army corps, and retired to Rosswell. From the
10th to the 16th, the brigade scouted up the river without
special incident, and on the 17th crossed the Chattahooche at McAfee's bridge, and marched to Cross Keys.
In one of our scouting expeditions up the river, about
the 10th, some of the Seventh Pennsylvania succeeded in
making a bad stampede in the column. We had halted
over night near a plantation house, where there were a
large number of seeps of bees. Nojv, the boys always
liked honey, and the labor of those bees was not only appropriated, but their future usefulness as honey-producing
colonies sadly marred. We started the next morning on
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the march before daylight, and some of the Seventh Pennsylvania l)oys contrived to get a forage bag over one of the
hives, thus securing both bees and hone}- for future us»\
smuggled it into the column, and by siipitorting it on the
horse in front, itdieving ea( h other in turns, and having
it covered Avitli an oveictjat or something of the kind, carI'ied it along until AA-CU in the forencjon. SoniehoAv, in the
march, the bag worked off the end of the hive, and the
bees maddened by the jolting and the confinement, rushed
out in an angry sAvarni, attacking indiscriminately officers,
men, and horses. Well, for a time it looked as though
the sand-fly experience Avas to be repeated, and the division scattered all over the Southern Confederacy
But
by getting far enough aAvay from the hive, now left by
the purloiners in the middle of the road, after a good deal
of scare, and a good many " s t i n g s and arrows of outraged fortune," the column renewed its march in pretty
fair order. The only casualties noted, and that on the
quartermaster's report of company G, Seventh Pennsylvania cavalry, was " o n e horse stung to death by bees."
This was the literal fact. The bees seemed to center on
one particular horse of that company, and absolutely
stung him to death.
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CHAPTER XXI.
1864—FROM JULY 17 TO AUGUST 17
CAPTURE OF THE AUGUSTA RAILROAD—DECATUR—COVINGTON R A I D — B A T T L E
OP FLAT ROCK SHOALS—MOVEMENTS OF THE ARMY—BATTLES IN FRONT
OF A T L A N T A — " I N THE TRENCHES " — C A P T U R I N G THE REBEL R I F L E P I T S —
UNDER F I R E OF REBEL F O R T S — C A M P SHELLED—REBEL

SORTIE—REBELS

DRIVEN INTO ATLANTA—INCIDENTS DURING THE SIEGE OF ATLANTA.

" H O I Comrades! see the starry flag,
Broad waving at our head;
H o I Comrades! mark the tender hght
On the dear emblems spread I
Our father's blood has hallowed i t , 'tis part of their renown,
And palsied be t h e caitiff hand would pluck its glories down. "

OVING during the night of July 17th, from
Cross Keys, Minty, with his and the Third
brigades, reached the Atlanta and Augusta railroad near Decatur, Georgia, about twenty miles east of Atlanta and driving off the rebel guards, destroyed five miles
of track, road-bed, and all the bridges. On the 19th, he
moved on down the railroad, and after a sharp skirmish,
captured Decatur and destroyed the railroad effectually
as far as Stone mountain, then thoroughly scouted the
country for over ten miles in every direction and cleared
it of the roving scouting parties of the enemy
Leaving old Cross Keys on the morning of the 2l8t,
Minty marched his command thirty-seven miles that day
by way of Decatur to Rock bridge, on the same railroad,
destroying the road as he advanced, reaching the bridge,
which he burned at daylight on the 22d. After a halt
of two hours he marched on Covington, which, after two
(325)

32()

Minty and the Cavalry.

hours' fighting, he captured. Here he destroyed a large
amount of rebel commissary, quarternuusteis" and ordinance stores, and ca2)tured during the figlit a train of
nearly tAA-enty Avagons, Avhicli he destroyed, bringing in
the mules. Near this place Ave ran into a train of refugees from Kentucky and Ttmnessee, AVIIO stated that they
had been running uAvay from the * ' Y a n k e e s " for over
two years, Ix^cause tliey Avere led to believe that certain
deathaAA-aited them if cauglit or overtaken. They being
but harmless citizens, though strong secessionists, were
brought in, and men, women, and children fed, kindly
treattnl, and eventually sent to their distant homes at the
expense of the Government; the only thing they lost
was all their serviceable horses. From Covington, Minty
moved east five miles, and thoroughly destroyed the
track and road-bed of the railroad for that distance. On
the 23d, he marched to LaAA-renceville, and returned to
Decatur, where he camped about midnight.
On the 27th, the division, under command of General
Gerrard, moved eastward from Decatur, for the purpose
of covering a raid by General Stoneman, against the Macon and Atlanta railroad. Minty, commanding the First
and Third brigades, took the advance of the column, and
reached Flat Shoals on the Flint river that night.
Of Stoneman's raid it is unnecessary to speak, beyond
the fact that after penetrating the rebel country to near
Macon, Georgia, he scattered his command, and, after
many conflicts, Avas, Avitli a portion of it, surrounded and
captured. Most of his detachments AA-ere also "gobbled
u p , " and the raid resulted in utter failure, and the practical loss of nearly one third of Shennan's cavalry
Minty's force AAas not part of the raiding column, and
was only advanced by Gerrard to the Flint river to cover
the movement by distracting the enemy's attention and

Battle of Flat Rock.

327

drawing off sufficient of the rebel cavalry to enable Stoneman to get " a good start."
The night after Minty arrived at Flat Shoals, or Flat
Rock, as it was called, his pickets—the Fourth Michigan
—being driven in from both flanks and the front, (his
rear rested on the river,) gave notice of the presence of
the enemy in force. He, therefore, strengthened his position by contracting his lines and erecting barricades and
breast-works of rails and logs, and lay in line of battle
all night.
The morning of the 29th disclosed the fact that the
command was completely surrounded by two divisions
and three additional brigades—nine in all—of cavalry
A heavy attack was made on the position of the Seventh
Pennsylvania, near the shoals, which was, however, successfully repulsed. The division now occupied a somewhat elongated circular position, on a succession of low
hills, covering the different approaches. Attacks were
made on every part of the line, in quick succession, from
daylight to about 10, A. M., when forming the Third
brigade, dismounted, and a battalion of Fourth Michigan
on each of its flanks, Minty assumed the offensive on the
Lithonia road, and drove from that front, in confusion.
The division was then mounted and draAvn out on the
Lithonia road and adjoining hills, in line, facing nearly
south, and, advancing, forced the division of the enemy
back across the river; then, wheeling slightly to the left,
struck the force which was still pressing the position
of the Seventh Pennsylvania in the flank, completely
routing and driving it from the field. The rebels now,
either tiring of the fight or suspecting that they were
merely being amused while Stoneman proceeded south,
suddenly withdrew from the front and the field.
Having thus completely opened the way for Stoneman,
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by (IniAving the rebtd cavalry far to the east of his ]irol)osed line of march, and being under orders to return to
the 1( ft of the army immediately on this beiuir dime,
Gerrard moved the division to Lithonia, Avhere he
camped that night. Next d;iy, the :50th, after pushing
strong scouting jiarties out on the Flint road without developing the enemy, he mandied to Cross Keys, and tm
the 31st Avent into camp near Buckhead. The loss in the
First brigade was live killed and thirty Avounded; of the
Sevtuith Pennsylvania, three killed and tAventy Avounded;
of the Fourth Michigan, two killed and ten Avounded;
and in the Third brigade, .seAeu killed, thirty-eight
wounded, and ten captured, the Second brigade not reporting any casualties.
First Lieutenant Charles D. Brandt, of company M,
Seventh Pennsylvania, was severely Avounded, being shot
through both hips. He was permanently disabled, and
never again resumed active d u t y
He Avas, at the final
discdiarge of the regiment, marked on the muster-out roU,
" a b s e n t on detached d u t y , " but all inquiries from that
date have failed in ascertaining his fate or Avhereabouts,
if living. He Avas a brave and faithful officer.
On the 1st of August, the First and Third brigades,
sending their horses to the rear, entered the trenches in
front of Atlanta, occupying that portion of the line northeast of the city, A\diich had been held by the Twentythird army corjjs, Avhich corjis they UOAV relieved. W e remained in this position, doing duty as infantiy, until the
morning of the l.ltli. The First brigade occui)ie(l an
an.ude in the Avorks investing Atlanta, one portion of the
line fa(iu,ii; south-Avest. toward the city, and another
nearly northeast, Avitli a strong .skirmish line, in ritlepits, pushed up on tht- former face to within about two
hundred Aards of the rebel Avorks, and outlvimr skir-
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mishers on the north-east, also sheltered in strong riflepits, extending to the Augusta railroad, at the Red House,
east of the city, and for a considerable distance along
the railroad.
About one hundred and fifty yards to the right of the
bivouac of the brigade, was a hill on which, in a strong
fort, a battery of heavy siege-guns was mounted, and
on an opposite hill one of the strongest of rebel forts
of defense was constructed, also armed with heavy (sixtyfour-pounder) siege-guns. Our bivouac, located in the
angle, was directly in the line of fire from this rebel fort,
and almost daily the big shells from Atlanta, passing
over the fort on our right, dropped down among us, sometimes exploding, but generally harmlessly burying themselves in the sand. Our acquaintance with, and experience of, these visitors began on the night of the 3d, when
the rebels opened a converging fire on the battery to our
right from five heavy batteries, located Avithin easy range.
The shells dropped into our camp at a lively rate, half a
dozen coming at a time, and as all the boys not on duty
at the line of breast works were sleeping in their little
shelters at the time, they got "waked u p " rudely
enough! Shelters were knocked doAAm, cook-tents demolished, camp-kettles scattered and destroyed with a
good deal of din, and the boys promptly seeking cover in
the trenches, without much regard to the completeness
of their uniform, presented somewhat the appearance of
Falstaff's regiment of ragamuffins. The occasion was
commemorated as the '' shirt-tail dress-parade.''
Attached to the brigade head-quarters, was a colored
man named "George, "who, from time to time, when not
exactly satisfied with the situation as cook and hostler,
was wont to declare his purpose of enlisting, and entering
on the work of the immediate overthrowing of the re-

330

Minty

and tlie

Cavalry.

btdlion. He spoke fretpiently and A-ery confidently of his
" b r a v e l y . " said he AA-ould " e n j o y " a battle better than
a turkey dinner, and in short Avas one of the men we
have all seen, since the Avar Avas over, AVIIO "Avtuild sooner
fight than eat " I'p to this time, hoAvever, George had
nianag(^d to avoid being under fire, though often complaining bitterly of the hard fate that kept him among
the })a(dv mules and camp-kettles, Avhen a fight was going
on.
W h e n the shelling began, George was sleeping in the
cook shelter, and only waked u p when a sixty-four
pounder shell burst in the vicinity, scattering the cookhouse, with its pans and kettles, over and around h i m !
His longing to be in a fight, or at least under fire, AA-as
gratified at l a s t ! But George Avas not looking for it in
t h a t form and found the realization of his hopes and longings slightly different from his anticipations, and not
wishing to " g e t h u r t , " popped into a " g o p h e r hole," as
the old rebel rifle pits in our camping-ground were called.
The ne.xt day George came in, looking "off color,"
when Captain Burns, Acting Assistant Adjutant General,
said to him, '' George, where were you last night when
the rebels were shelling us i W e wanted you to clean u p
things a little, after they q u i t . "
" W e l l , de fac is
'Capn, '' he replied, " w h e n dey 'trow'd de big sell into
de cook-house, I tought I's not wanted hea'h, 'an jumped
inter dat " gofer hole, ' wid a lot of you all, den I went
to de b r e s ' Avorks an' fit til I got to de bottom of my
brave, an' dat wall a deal shallerer dan I t o u g h t ; so I jest
let out, an' d i d ' n ' t stop till I had run about a mile an'
haf. " After a momentary pause, he added, with great
solemnity : " I t wah a tempe.stuous night, wah' n t it,
Cap'n ! "
On the 7th of August, an advance and demonstra-
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tion was uuuh^ by the hd't wing of the army against the
rebtd Avorks, resulting iu the capture and i)ermaneut occupancy of nearly two miles of their rilie ])ils, and pusliing our Avorksat several points to within a cou])le of hundred yards of their main forts. In this advance, the
First brigade, dismounted, held the (-xtreme> left, prottMdinu' the flank and rear, and Avas briskly engaged. It lost
ten men Avounded, tAvo in Seventh Pennsylvania, and the
remainder in the other regiments.
Two days after, the pickets on the extreme line in ad
vance of the left or east flank, at the " Red House, " and
along the Augusta railroad, Avere attacked early iu the
morning. The infantry pickets Avere driven from the hill
on the right, back, about half a mile, when Captain
Yale, in cliarge of the adjoining skirmishers of the
Seventh, quickly moved his line about three hundred
yards to the right, seizing an angle of the rifle x^its abandoned by the infantry, near the house, got an enfilading
fire on the rebels and held them in check ; preventing
them from occui)ying the abandoned rifle pits on his right.
After about an hour, parts of the Fourth Michigan and
Seventh Pennsylvania reached the skirmish line, and,
forming on the right, advanced to, and occuj)ied the pits
along the whole line, then pushing forward, drove the
enemy back across the railroad ; when they AAdthdreAv
into the city. The " c r i t t e r b a c k " boys of the Fourth
Michigan and Seventh Pennsylvania then informed the
infantry that their rifle pits were at their service again,
and returned to camp. No portion of the line held by
the brigade Avas driven out of position at any time. The
men being Avell sheltered, no casualties resulted, though
the lire of the enemy was continuous and heavy
On the l^tliof August, a few shells from the sixty-four
pounders in the rebel Avorks Avere again drop])ed into
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our caniii. One of these, passing through the shelter of
Major Jennings, Seventh Pennsyh-ania, knocked to pieces
a tablt^ around which Avere seated at the time the Major,
Lieutenant Percy \Yhite, Captain C. C. McConnick, and
either Captain Garrett or Lieutenant EdAvard P Inhoff,
all of that regiment. After passing through the shelter,
the shell struck the logs of the breast-work against which
it Avas built, exploded, prostrating the entire group and
mortally Avounding Robert Bridgens, of company E,
Seventh Pennsylvania, who Avas sitting on the works
nearly over the shelter. C!aptain McCormick Avas so
stunned by the concussion of the tremendous explosion.
Occurring as it did Avithin one foot of his head, that although not struck by any fragment, he lay for nearly an
hour unconscious, and, but for a slight breathing, apparently dead. The efforts of Dr. Sherk to restore him prevented immediate attention being given to Bridgens, who
lost so much blood, as led to a fatal end when the wounded leg was amputated during the night. Captain McCormick never fully recovered from this injury, for, although
he continued Avith the command, doing active duty, became colonel of the regiment and Avas discharged a brevet
brigadier general United States volunteers, yet from this
time on he Avas subject to terrible attacks of vertigo, folloAved by periods, varying in duration from one to five
hours of morose stupor, verging on demeniia.
His condition, while exciting the apprehensions of his comrades,
was kept quiet and not generally discussed. Soon after
his discharge from the service, he fell into confirmed deiiieidia and died in a hospital for the insane at Danville,
Pennsylvania. He was one of the bravest men and best
officers Pennsylvania furnished to the .service of the
country
It must be borne in mind that c(mstant skinnishing was

Siee/e if Adanta.

,383

maintained, and mingled with the heavy bormiiug of the
cauuou, day and night, during this Avhole ])eriod, pro(daiuied the siege and sounded tlie doom of tlie ij,reat
" G a t e C i t y " of the ConlVderacy
While the men weit^
thus employed iu the treiitdies, the horses A\-ere entirely
AA-ithout exercise and de.stitute of long forage, but, on the
Avliole, rather improved in condition. In reality, it Avas
this rest of fifteen days AAdiich prevented the Second division from being wholly dismounted. The 15th and IGtli
Avere spent, after rejoining the horses, in scouting and
mounted |)icketing on the left of the army
During the jDeriod covered by the operations of the division and Minty's brigade, described in this and the foregoing chapter, the army had crossed the Chattahoochee
river, fought its Avay rapidly to the east and north-east of
Atlanta, and meeting the rebel army in battle array, along
Peach Tree creek, on the 20th and 21st of Jnh-, defeated
it AA-ith great slaughter. On the 22d, in closing in on the
rebel Avorks, the Army of the Tennessee, cominanded by
Major General James B. McPherson, was furiously assailed by General Hood, who, having been appointed to the
supreme command of the rebel army, abandoned the cautious policy of his far abler predecessor, Johnson, determined to assault, and, if possible, defeat the corps of
Sherman in detail. In this battle, extending from near
Decatur t(^) the very fortifications of Atlanta, Major General McPherson Avas killed, being shot while riding along
a glade between two of his divisions, near the " Red
House," east of Atlanta,. Hood was disastrously defeated
and driven inside the Avorks He made a s(^cond attempt,
on nearly the same ground, on the 28tli, Avitli a like dis
astrous result to his army being completely routed by
(Tf-neral .To.-Hooker—" Old Fighting J o e , " of the .\rmy
of the Potomac Again, ou the 3()tli of Auo'ust and 1st
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of September, he flung his anny, in de.speiate assaults,
on the right wing, near the Montgomery and Atlanta
road, on the west side of the city, only to be a third and
fourth time driven in disastrous rout inside his fortifications.
In these sanguinary battles Hood lost one half his anny,
and so disheartening Avas the result, and appalling the
losses, that the rebel private soldiers in the rifle-iiits ansAvered the question of our skirmishers: " H o w many
men have you got now C Avith, " O n l y enough to stand
one more good licking!'' and refused, almost unanimously, to be led again to the fight outside the intrenchments.
Having secured and destroyed three of the railroads
entering the city, and closely invested it on three sides,
Sherman now directed attention to breaking and destroying the fourth and last—the Macon and Atlanta—and to
this end called in active service the cavalry.
In the progress of the campaign, some changes had been
made in the brigade field and staff. On the 13th of August, Lieutenant Wilkenson, of the Third Indiana, was
relieved from d u t y on account of promotion in his regiment, and Lieutenant John Schuyler, of the Seventh
Pennsylvania, appointed acting assistant quartermaster
in his stead. About the 1st of June, Colonel Sipes, of the
Seventh PennsylA-ania, was ordered to Columbia, Tennessee, to take command of the men who became dismounted
from the loss of their horses, and Avere sent to the rear.
Major Andress, soon after the battle of McAfee's cross
roads, Avas taken sick, sent to the rear, and the conimand
of the regiment devolved on Major Jennings.
The folloAving extract from a private letter irives some
features of the experience of the men in the trem lies, and
is on that account inserted :

Incidents of the Siege.
" I N THE TRENCHES, ATLANTA,
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" M Y DEAR W I F E :

*
*
*
*
*
" I have very little to communicate. Our
lines are drawing around Atlanta closer daily. Our regiment is on the advanced skirmish line every third day. Our horses are in the rear, and we
are playing infantry. We teach the rebs, as the boys say, a new game of
'seven-up'with our seven-shooting carbines. Yesterday an advance, or
demonstration, was made, and our regiment took part. We penetrated the
suburbs of the city, and took the rebel rifle-pits. The main works were
found too strong, so we did not assault them. The rebels fired heavily, but
the company, being sheltered by a rising ground, sustained no loss. I think
we went further fhan any other troops heretofore. All seemed pleased,
except the rebs.
+
*
*
*
" Captain Seventh Pennsylvania Cavalry."

The day we returned to camp from the trenches, hearing there was long forage to be had in the country northeast, a party was sent by the colonel to secure it. Among
the foragers were several members of company M, Seventh
Pennsylvania, and, as a matter of course, '' Sam'' Duncan
was one. On their return to camp, Sam rode up to the captain's quarters and made the report in the folloAving style:
'' Captain, we were out foraging and got lots of corn-fodder
and things ; and I got a shoulder and a ham; and you can
have whichever you want, but I' m going to take the ham!"
The captain replied, "All right, Sam, give the boys the
shoulder, and I will mess with you while the ham lasts."
Sam thought the ham might last "one d a y " under these
conditions, and agreed to the captain's proposition.
Among other of Duncan's "lots of things," the company M men brought in a " p o k e " containing about a
peck of pears, dried whole, called by the Pennsylvanians
"houtzells," and fruit of all kinds being in constant demand, and a rarity, the company concluded to cook all
the pears at one time, and, inviting the company officers,
have a feast. Accordingly, the captain and lieutenant,
A. D. Parker, ("Don Parker,") gathered with the boys
around the camp-fire at the company cook shelter. After
disposing of a short ration of pork, hard-tack, and coffee,
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the triand dish of the occ;i.sion AA-as brought in, or rather
off, for in the informal fashion of ours, in those days of
grand army leasts, the camp-kettle containing the pears
Avas yanked off the fiit^ placed on the gi'ound near by,
and each one approa( hing at his convenience or opportunity, took a stick, fork, or knife, as the exigeiudes of
the .service may have enabled him to supi)ly himself with,
and fished up a pear, Avhicli he took by the stem, put into
his mouth, and ate Tlie pears were extolled, the cook
praised for the perfection Avith Avhich they were done up,
and the foragers complimented as the best in the army
The feast Avas progressing, and it really was a treat to
officers and men, Avhen attention was directed to the
frantic efforts '' D o n ' ' P a r k e r Avas making to pull the stem
out of one he had in his mouth. He had seemingly got
hold of a pear that was not cooked enough, at least the
stem appeared unusually well fastened; in fact, as he
muttered while holding it between his teeth, it Avas
" clinched in the other end.'' Holding it in his mouth,
he pulled hard, first Avitli one hand, then with the other,
declaring with desperation that it would take a six-mule
team to pull the stem out, but out it would have to come,
or he Avould
just Avhat, he did not say, but his determined countenance expressed unutterable things. The
captain suggested a requisition on the quartermaster as a
good thing to " d r a w , " but Sam Duncan thought the best
"draAA-'" was " a n ace high straight fiush I" This fortunate suggestion of Sam's seemed to tranquilize " D o n , " for
he cea.sed his desperate efforts to pull the " s t e m " out and
proceeded to investigate, when, lo ! he pulled from his
mouth a nice. full-groAvn. fat mouse, Avhicdi he had mistaken
for a pear, and, holdiuir on to the tail, had been trying to
pull the stem o u t l Don never liked " h o u t z e l e d ' ' jtears
after, liut the little incident did not mar the feast much I

CHAPTER XXII.
1864-FROM AUGUST 18 TO AUGUST 24.
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' ' H u r r a h ! the foes are moving. Hark to the mingled din
Of fife and steed, and trump and drum, and roaring culverin.
The fiery duke is pricking fast across Saint Andre's plain,
AA'ith all the liireling chivalry of Guelders and»Almayne.
Now bv the lips of those ye love, fair gentlemen of France,
Chars:e for the golden lilies now, upon them with the lance!
A thousand spurs are striking deep, a thousand spears at rest,
A thousand knights are pressing close behind the snow-white cre.st,
And in they burst and on they rushed, while, like a guiding star.
Amid the thickest carnage, blazed the helmet of Navarre "
—Macauley—The Battle of Ivey.

||T 10 o'clock on the morning of August ISth,
Minty, commanding the First and Second brill gades, marched from camp near Peach Tree
creek, north-east of Atlanta, with the folloAving forces :
First brigade. Colonel R. H. Gr. Minty, commanding:
Fourth United States cavalry, eleven officers, tAvo hundred and sixty-tAvo men, Captain M c l n t y r e ; Seventli
Pennsylvania cavalry, sixteen officers, three hundred and
thirteen men, Major W W Jennings ; Fourth Michigan,
nineteen oflicers, tAvo hundred and thirty-one men, Major
Frank ]\Iix ; head-quarters, eight officers, sixty-five men ;
total, fifty-four officers, nine liundred and tAveiity-live
men ; agure!j;ate, nine liundivd and tAventy-five.
Second lirigade, Colonel Eli Long, commanding: First
•l-Z
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Ohio cavalry, sixteen officers, three hundre<l and thirty
men. Colonel Eggleston; Third Ohio, twenty-seven officers, four hundied and fifty men. Colonel Murray; Fourth
Ohio, twenty-four officers, four hundred and fifty-five
men ; head-quaiters, eight officers, seventy-three men ;
total, seventy-five officers, thirteen hundred and three
men; aggicgate, thirteen hundred and eighty-three. Chicago Board of Trade battery, tAvo officers, eighty-eight
men ; four guns; aggregating ninety officers and men,
making a total aggregate of two thousand three hundred
and ninety eight officers and men, and four guns.
At 6, A. M,, on reaching the banks of Utoy creek, he
halted for a short time, then, resuming the march, reached
Sandtown, Avliere, in obedience to orders of General Gerrard, he reported to Major General Kilpatrick, command
ing the Third cavalry division. By orders of General
Kilpatrick, he marched at dusk of that evening, in rear
of the Third division, reaching at day-break of the 19th,
the Montgomery and Atlanta railroad, at Red bank,
west of Atlanta. While the First brigade was crossing
the railroad, a battery of rebel artillery posted on the
hills east and parallel to the line of march, and supported
by a brigade of mounted infantry, suddenly assailed with
great fury on the left flank. The rebels, under cover of
the mist, pushed up to within two hundred yards of the
marching column, opening with artillery and musketry
on the Seventh Pennsylvania, then passing. The head of
the regiment having already reached the Atlanta and
Jonesboro' dirt road, passed on, following the Fourth
United States, the advance regiment of the brigade.
Companies O and M, although exposed to the full force
of, and {•onse(pient confusion resulting from, the unexpected attack, were held firmly in place, and, closing
ranks, pushed through the heavy fire, and finding a rebel
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force b a r r i n g lludr way al (he junction of the S.-mdiow u
with t h e .lonesboro' road, chai-u'ed ;ind .sc;ilicre(|. ;iiid
drove tlieiu ^e\cral h u n d r e d y a r d s in the direction of \ l
lauia ; a n d then (dos(Hl u p on t h e leading coiuiianiis
.Major l>avi,s, howev(M', coniiuanding the I'eai'l)atlalioii of
the reu'inieiit, not knoAving what t h e c o u d i t i o u o f alfaiis
in t h e front miglit be, after a slight skirmish, foriiie(l
Hue e a s t w a r d of t h e road ; and, on tlie arrival of Major
Mix, Avitli t h e F o u r t h Mi(dii!.:,au, re[)orted t h e siliialiou to
him.
Imiue(liately in t h e rear of t h e F o u r t h Micliigau wertt h e a m b u l a n c e s a n d p a c k - m u l e s of t h e b r i g a d e ; Mix.
therefore, p r o m p t l y d e p l o y e d his r(-gimeut, after slightJA'
a d v a n c i n g t h e left of Davis, on t h e left of this battalion,
the line t h u s facing south-east, a n d m o v i n g t h e whole
force forward attack(^d t h e r(;b(ds Avitli giva,t vigor, aurl
in a b o u t half a n h o u r drove t h e m in confusion from t h e
position, a n d re-united t h e c o l u m n ; then, Avheelini^- east
ward, p u r s u e d t h e m r a p i d l y for over a mihr" and a half.
On l e a r n i n g of t h e a t t a c k , M i n t y h a l t e d the F i r s t b i i g a d e
a n d sent tlie F o u r t h United States t o c o n t i n u e the pursuit, Avliich i t didthr<^(Uiii]es, and, i-eturuiug, r e p o r t e d t h a t
t h e Avhole rebel force Avas in full a n d confused retivat.
AVhile ^Majors Mix a n d Davis were atta(dviiig t h e relx'l
forcf^ one of t h e a m b u l a n c e drivers, AVilsou 11. Smith,
( k n o w n as " L i m e r i c k , " ) flnding t h e shells b u r s t i n g o\tu'
and a r o u n d him, attemi)ted t o r u n t h e lire and join t h e
c o l u m n ; tAvo o t h e r a m b u l a n c e s followed this one, drawiiii;
upon thenistdves t h e lii'e of several of t h e g u n s .
"Limerick •" took to t h e woods ou t h e right of t he road, and, [)ut
tiiiLC his mules to t h e run, forced h i s w a y througli, but
with a Ni'iy badly used u p a m b u l a n c e
In I'acl, he
bron^'hl out with hiiu very little UKHC than (he nudes,
hariiis>. till' riinninLC'p'ar, and t h e b a d l v smashed l>od\
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of the vehicle; the bows, cover, seats, cushions, &c., b*^ing left btdiind". The second ambulance kept the road,
and got through Avith numerous bullet holes and slightly
shattered by a shell. The other one AA'IIS Avre(d<e(l in the
Avoods. Oran F AVilson, of company G, was killed at
the junction of the roads, as Captains Garrett and Vale
(diarged through.
On resuming the march, Minty was directed to take the
advance, the enemy having appeared in force in front.
He soon discovered that the only rebel force was Ross'
Inigade of cavalry, and finding the woods so thick that
better progress could be made on foot, dismounted the
Second brigade and advanced as rapidly as the men could
Avalk, driving the rebels steadily before him until the
banks of the Flint river were reached. It was here found
that the enemy, re-inforced by Ferguson's brigade, had
destroyed the bridge, and taken a fortified position on
the other side, from Avhich they opened on us Avith artilleryLieutenant Bennett, with the Chicago Board of Trade
battery, immediately opened on their battery, and soon
silenced i t ; upon Avhich, General Kilpatrick ordered u p
the remaining guns, under Lieutenant Robinson, and,
placing the Avhole eight pieces in position, directed the
rebel lines should be shelled by volleys. At the fourth
discharge, Minty advanced his Avhole division, dismounted, to a slightly sheltered position, along the bank of the
river, and opening a deadly fire from his carbines, soon
drove the enemy from their Avorks. The Second brigade,
AA-ith the Fourth United States and Fourth Michigan,
crossed the river on the stringers of the mined bridge,
and. promi)tly deployimr. continued the adA-ance. Tlie
bridge Avas rapidly repaired, when the whole command
crossed, and, Avitli the dismounted men as skirmishers.
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drove Ross and Ferguson into the town of doueshoro ,
Avhert'they, taking shelter in the buildings, contiuue(l the
flght, until Minty, getting his artillery in position, formed
storming columns and ordered an advance at a doul)]e
quick. U])ou this advance, under cover of the ,iiiuis. tlurebels mounted and retreated in confusion, and tlin toAvii
aiul railroad Avere AVOU.
Thus Minty and his cavalry Avere the first of the Union
army to stand on the only remaining link of supplies and
C(jmniunication uniting Hood's army and Atlanta Avith
the Confederacy
But merely taking possession Avas not
enough—the road must be destroyed, and that so thoroughly as to prevent its use for some time, for Sherman
to reap any advantage from our movement. The Avork of
destruction was quickly begun, and perseveringly prosecuted, under a continuous, heavy Are from the rebels,
noAv re-inforced by a brigade of infantr}^, brought down
from Atlanta. Leaving the Third division to complete
the Avork, Minty was ordered to i^ost his First brigade
across the railroad, facing toward Atlanta, and repel the
enemy A sharp fight ensued, but though he had three
brigades against his one, he held the enemy in check iov
over tAA-o hours, when, bringing up the Second brigade, he
maintained his position until, at 10, P . M., he Avas ordered
to fall back down the road, covering the Third division,
AA-ith Avhicli the general proposed to move south, and continue the Avork of destioying the road. Up to this time,
six miles of track, and all the railroad buildings, Avitli
two thirds of th(^ town, had been destroyed.
On rea(diing the designated position. Colonel Murray,
of the Fourth Ohio, Avas ordered to advance, but fludiuL;the enemy, by this time, iu heavy force, and strongly
posted ])eliind l)arricades and breast-AVorks, failed to dislodge them, and hdl back to the main line. TIK^ objt^ct
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of the Avhole movement being only the destruction of the
railroad, Kilpatrick, not Avishing to get his men entangled in any controversy Avitli the enemy which would
delay or interfere Avitli that object, now determined on a
fiank mOA-enient: first, toward McDonough, then AvestAA'ard, until he again should strike the road, continuing
this operation doAvn the road until it was complettdy destroyed. He, therefore, directed Minty to take the advance Avith his oAvn brigade, and move out on the McDonough road, while Colonel Long, with his brigade,
formed the rear of the column, Minty to remain with the
Second brigade.
The column moved about 4, A. M., toward McDonough,
foi- about five miles, Avlien it was halted to feed—the horses
corn; the men, coffee and crackers—at a place where a road
leading southward intersected the one east to McDonough. While here halted, the rear brigade, commanded
by Colonel Long, was attacked by the rebel column,
Avhicli had followed from Jonesboro'
Colonel Long
promptly deployed his magnificent command of Ohio
boys, and waiting until the enemy—two brigades of cavalry fighting on foot and one of infantry—had advanced
AAithin effective striking distance, pushed his men out in
a counter-charge and in half an hour repulsed the whole
rebel force, driving them back, in confusion, on Jonesboro'
W h i l e this fight was in j^rogress, the column resumed its march. General Kilpatrick remarking that
" Long can easily attend to them fellows," turning sharj)ly to the right, or soutlnvard. In making this turn, the
larger part of the column had a capital opportunity of
fnjoying a fight—that is. of seeing Long's without being
in it.
The road Ave AA-.-re on led directly though AA-ith numerous turns around and among the hills, to Lovejoy station.
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which, like Jonesboro', is on the Macon railroad. About
a mile and a half from the station, the road forks, or,
rather, a branch road, leading slightly north, runs to the
railroad, about a mile from the station, while the direct
road, about half a mile further on, also turns somewhat
northward, and leads direct to Lovejoy After the repulse of the rebels in our rear—that portion now being
considered safe from attack—Long's brigade was brought
to the front and joined the First, falling in behind it, at
the head of the column, Kilpatrick seeming to be desirous of complimenting the Second division by giving it the
precedence whenever a fight was imminent, no matter
whether in front or rear! At this time, about 9, A. M., it
began to be noticed that mounted rebel videttes were
watching and reporting the progress and direction of the
column, always, how^ever, keeping at such a safe distance
as rendered pursuit useless.
Minty detached the Fourth Michigan cavalry, under
Major Mix, on the right hand road, with orders to gain
possession of and destroy the railroad north of the station. The particular object of this movement, in addition to damaging the road as much as possible, was to
prevent the anticipated return of a train, which the general thought he had heard pass up the road toward Jonesboro', but which, in fact, had only gone as far as Lovejoy- The main column moved on the direct road toward
the station, and when within about a mile of it the advance guard—a battalion of the Seventh Pennsylvania,
under Major Dartt — became heavily engaged.
The
woods on the roadside were very thick, and it being desirable to get on the railroad as soon as possible, the head
of the column was pushed more rapidly than the dismounted skirmishers could clear the flanks, so that when
about half a mile from the station the mounted column
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had several hundred yards of fiank exposed and unprotected. The direction which the road ran led this jiortion
of the command, for about tAvo hundred yards, along the
front of a full brigade of rebel infantry, lying in a dejiression, or, probably, a cut of the railroad. The order
to ' ' t r o t " had been given, when a volley from the concealed foe crashed through the ranks. The men of the
Seventh dismounted immediately and formed in line,
Avlien Colonel Minty, coming up at the head of the
Fourth United States, received a like volley, gave the
command, ''Prepare to fight on foot," and formed the
Fourth I'nited States on the right of the Seventh Pennsylvania. The two regiments moved forward at once,
and drove the enemy back to the railroad, Avhere another
brigade of infantry rose from the embankment, delivered
an oblique fire, raking the line from left to right; then,
fixing bayonets, rushed forward in a charge against our
left, while the force in front, re-forming, joined in the
bayonet charge. The men of the two regiments stood
firmly until they had emptied the seven loads contained
in their carbine magazines, when, not having time to refill them, were forced back in utter defeat and badly cut
to pieces. Six hundred dismounted cavalry pitted
against nearly three thousand of the best soldiers of Pat
Claybum's famous division was more than they could
stand.
The four guns of Minty's command, now taking position in a cornfield, slightly to the left, checked the rebel
onslaught by the gastric use of canister from three of
the pieces. AA-hile the fourth exploded shells in their
midst.
At the time the head of the column AA-OS thus being rejmLsed and cut to i)ieces near the station, the rear Av-as attacked, about a mile and a half off, by Martin's and
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Ross' divisions of cavalry, and two brigades of Clayburn's division of infantry, with eight pieces of artillery.
The rear regiments were driven in about a mile, or almost to the poftit where the road forks. The Third division, with four pieces of its artillery, was immediately
formed in line at the forks of the road, facing southward,
to check this attack, while Long's brigade formed, with
the remainder of the First, in the field supporting its
battery. Heavy and continuous firing was maintained
in both the front and rear portions of the command, the
rebel volleys and cheers in our front being echoed by
rebel volleys and cheers in our rear I The enemy's line
now advanced from the station to the edge of the woods,
on three sides of Lieutenant Robinson's Chicago Board
of Trade battery, and opening a galling fire on it from
front and both flanks, forced it to fall back to the same
hill occupied by the guns of the Third division, leaving
one of the pieces, which had been disabled, on the field,
after losing twelve per cent, of the men and two thirds of
the horses. The abandoned gun was, however, immediately after brought in by volunteers from the Fourth Michigan cavalry, taken off the broken carriage, and placed in a
wagon. Meanwhile, Colonel Long's brigade, though
hard pressed, succeeded in holding the force from the
station in check, and prevented its advance beyond the
edge of the woods.
General Kilpatrick now directed the whole force to
mount, and form facing the rear, preparatory to a charge.
Two well-equipped and powerful cavalry expeditions had
been sent previous to ours to cut this same Atlanta and
Macon road; the first, under General McCook, after destroying the West Point road, had, on approaching the
Macon, been defeated and driven in disordered fragments
into our lines; while the second, under Stoneman, after

346

Minty and Oie Cavalry.

slightly damaging the road near Macon, was repulsed in
an attack on that city, and being widely scattered over
the country, Avas almost entirely captured, Stoneman
himself surrendering the larger portion, Avhich, remaining
Avitli him, had maintained its organization. Kilpatrick
Avas now confronted with a far greater force than had
been enii)loyed by the rebels in the defeat of either McCook or Stoneman; he, lunvever, was a cavalry general,
and avoiding the fatal errors of his predecessors, in scattering his command, Avas able to bring his united force to
bear in this emergency
The rebels, on finding the railroad cut at Jonesboro',
had dispatched Claybum's division, four brigades of infantry and twelve pieces of artillery, from Atlanta, and
sending Martin's division of cavalry to re-inforce Ross and
Ferguson, had assembled this united force at Jonesboro'
on the morning of the 20th, about day-break. A brigade
of infantry, Avith six pieces of artillery, had also been
sent up the road from Macon, and was halted at Lovejoy
station. A force, known as the Independent brigade, of
about one thousand State troops, also moved from a point
south of Lovejoy, and, approaching the station, formed in
on the left of the rebel force in our rear. Shortly after daylight, two brigades of Claybum's men moved down the
railroad, while Ross and Ferguson, Avith two brigades of
Claybum's infantry, marched in pursuit, following the
rear of our column. Martin, AA-ith his division, joined this
pursuing force at the point Avhere we had halted for
breakfast. It thus appears that the rebels had on the
ground, UOAV surrounding Kilpatrick, five brigades of infantry, eighteen jiieces of artillery, and six brigades of
cavalry, in all a force of tAveh-e thousand men of all arms.
Kilpatrick had, as before stated, the Second division,
numbering tAvo thousand three hundred and ninety-eight
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men and four pieces of artillery, one of which was disabled and useless, and the Third division, numbering two
thousand four hundred men and four pieces of artillery,
in all four thousand seven hundred and ninety-eight cav
airy and seven guns.
After forming, his command faced to the rear, Kilpatrick directed Minty to lead the charge with his, the Second, division. Minty formed, placing the First brigade
in the advance; on the right or west side of the road, in
regimental columns of fours, the Seventh Pennsylvania,
under Major Jennings, on the right, the Fourth United
States, under Captain Mclntyre, on the left, and the
Fourth Michigan, under Major Mix, in the center ; the
distance between the columns being about one hundred
and fifty yards. Two companies, B and M, of the Seventh
Pennsylvania were deployed in front as skirmishers, and
directed, covering the whole front, to throw down the first
of the intervening fences.
As soon as the skirmishers reached the fence, the advance was sounded, followed, after passing the fence, by
the "gallop" and the "charge," and Minty hurled his
three columns, in a terrific burst of flashing steel, upon
three points of the rebel lines. In anticipation of something of the kind being attempted, the rebel infantry had
been formed in three lines, about fifty yards apart, in
double rank ; the first and second lines with fixed bayonets and the third line firing ; in both the first and second
lines the front rank knelt on one knee, resting the butt of
the gun on the ground, the bayonet at a "charge."
Immediately on the charging columns showing themselves, the enemy opened with shell from four pieces of
artillery in our front, and from six pieces on our right
front, canister was, after the first or second discharge,
substituted for shell, by the battery in our front. After
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the columns luui pa.ssed the first fence, the infantry and
cavalry opened a fire of musketry. Through this storm
of shell, canister, and musketry, the charging columns,
clos(dy folloAved by the gallant Long and his brigade of
intrepid Ohioans, in column of regiments, sAvept over the
lields, broken though the ground Avas Avith deep galleys
or washouts, leaping over three sets of out-lying rail barricades, and, Avithout firing a shot, reached the rebel
first line, jiosted slightly in the rear of a fence The rebel cavalry broke and tied in the Avildest panic, just before
Ave struck them, but the infantry stood firm. Leaping,
in maddened rush at the top of speed, our horses over
the fence, and Avhere this could not be done, dashing
Avitli inq)(duous force against it, the impediment vA-as
Jiassed, Avithout drawing rein, and, with their keen blades,
the brigade in an instant cut the rebel front line to pieces !
rode over, and destroyed i t ! and assailed with renewed
vigor their second line. Between the first and second
lines, the columns obliqued slightly to the left, and, striking it t h u s on a half left turn, presented somewhat the
appearance of a movement by platoons in ^'•echelon,'" assaulting it in many places in quick succession, penetrated
and sabered it to pieces as quickly as they had the first!
The third line now broke and ran in utter confusion and
rout, but we were soon among them, riding doAvn and
sabering hundreds as they ran.
The formation of the brigade led the Seventh Pennsylvania squarely against the left center of the infantry, the
Fourth Michigan against its right, and the reliel battery,
and the Fourth United States against the battery, and
that part of the rebel line held by their cavalry
After
cutting the enemy's lines to pit^ces, the Seventh Pennsylv^ania and Fourth Mi( higan, making a full left Avheel,
dashed upon the artillery, saberini? the gunners beside
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their pieces the while. Three of the pieces, all we had
horses for, were brought off, and the other one was disabled by spiking, blowing up the caissons and chopping to
pieces the wheels. The race and slaughter among the
fleeing rebels was then continued for three miles, when
Minty halted and re-formed his command, now badly
scattered. It was understood that the Second brigade of
ours, and the Third division, should follow the charge of
Minty's brigade in line, thus securing the full fruits of
the conflict, but by some mistake. Colonel Long formed
in column of companies, or battalions, and joined in the
charge, following rapidly through the rebel lines, while
the Third division, holding the column of fours, followed
the road ; hence the masses of the enemy, which had been
run over by the First brigade, were not gathered up, nor
was any effort made to ascertain the number of killed and
wounded. Minty's task being simply to crush and destroy the rebel lines, he made no effort to take prisoners,
only requiring the enemy to destroy their guns as he
passed through. This much is, however, known: over
four thousand of the rebel infantry were either killed,
wounded, or at one time disarmed prisoners in our hands.
The change of formation made in the Third division left
this most brilliant affair almost barren of results, even
the four hundred prisoners taken by the brigade in the
last pursuit, after having been turned over to the other
command, were allowed to escape. Colonel Long was,
however, fully justified in supporting the advance brigade
of his division by the full force of his splendid brigade,
for the charge of the First brigade looked to be such a
desperate undertaking that its success was deemed
almost impossible, but there was certainly no reason why
the Third division should not have swept forward in line
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and brought off our own wounded and the entire disarmed host of the enemy Minty, however, brought inside our lint^s three pieces of artillery and three stands
of colors, to Avit: The Third Texas cavidry, Zachariah
Rangers, and Benjamin's infjintry, and turned over to
the Third division more than four hundred prisoners,
Avliic h he captured in the pursuit after breaking through
the lines.
After re-forming his command, Minty was directed by
General Kilpatrick to cover the march of the column toA\ ard McDonough, The Second brigade, under Colonel
Long, was, therefore, formed in line of battle, facing westAvard. It took some time for the column to pass, and before it got fairly on its way. Long was furiously assailed
by the rebel force advancing from Lovejoy station, consisting of the forces before noted as gathered there.
Colonel Long, with his gallant Second brigade of Ohio
regiments, Avas here engaged in a most desperate battle
for over two hours; but, although largely outnumbered,
himself desperately wounded, and his command reduced
over ten per cent, in killed and wounded, he defeated the
enemy entirely, and successfully "covered the column."
After Colonel Long was wounded, the command of his
brigade devolved upon Colonel Egglanton, of the First
Ohio, Avho commanded the latter part of the battle, with
skill and success. The Third division being now well on
its march, Minty directed Colonel Egglanton to break
into column and follow, placing the Seventh Pennsylvania, the Fourth Michigan, and Lieutenant Bennett's section of artillery in position in line to cover the movement. General Claybum, now in command of the rebel
forces, rallied his men, and advanced under cover of the
rapid fire of six pieces of artillery. The tAV(j regiments
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hastily constructed barricades of fence rails, and successfully beat them back without suffering heavy loss, for
while the artillery fire was rapid and noisy, the enemy
did not seem inclined to press the issue to close quarters.
As the rear of the Second brigade passed this position,
one of Bennett's guns burst, and soon after the other was
rendered useless by the wedging in of a shell. The rapid
firing of the "seven shooters" of the Fourth and Seventh held the enemy in check, however, until the road
was clear, when the command was mounted, and following
in the rear of the others, marched in the direction of McDonough.
A heavy rain began soon after, and continued in tremendous showers all night, through which and the deep,
splashing mud we marched, passing through McDonough
about midnight, and halting in short bivouac about 2, A,
M., on the 21st, on the north bank of Walnut creek. During this night's march, the column was considerably scattered, and the prisoners captured in the great charge generally escaped. The halt at Walnut creek was so short that
the rear of the column scarcely noticed it, for about the
time the column closed up the march was resumed. About
6, A. M., we reached the south bank of the Cotton river,
which, now swollen to an enormous height, had swept away
the bridge. In the course of a couple of hours, the waters
subsided sufficiently to enable the command to cross by
SAvimmingthe horses over a swift, though narrow, channel.
In this crossing, the First brigade lost one man and fifty
horses, and nearly all the pack-mules drowned. All the
cooking and mess-kits of the companies were lost. It being
impossible to get the wagon with the two disabled guns
in across, the guns were taken out and buried, the site
marked as the graves of two soldiers of the Fourth United
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States cavalry, and the Avagou burned. After a long, continuous niandi, Ave reached Lithonia, on the Augusta railroad, and AA-ent into biA-ouac about 9, i'. M., and next day,
2'2d, marching through Latimer and Decatur, reached
our camp at Peach Tree creek, having made a complete
circuit of both armies in five days.
Minty says, in his official report:
"Every ofliccr and man in the command acted so well, so nobl}-, so gallantly, that under ordinary circumstances they would be entitled to special
mention. Day and night, from the 18th to the 22d, these gallant men were
without sleep, and almost without food. During that time they marched and
skirmished almost incessantly; fought four pitched battles, and swam a
flooded river, without once complaining or murmuring!"
*
•
" I cannot close this necessarily long report without calling attention to
the magnificent manner in which the Chicago Board of Trade battery was
fought by Lieutenants Robinson and Bennett on every occasion on which it
was brought into action."
»
•
•
"Colonel I.<ong, Second brigade, and the regimental commanders, distinguished themselves by the able manner in which they handled their commands."
•
•
»
"Captain Mclntyre, Fourth United States cavalry, rendered himself conspicuous by the gallant manner in which he led his command on the 20th."
•

«

•

*

*

*

"Private Samuel Walters, Seventh Pennsylvania cavalry, rode in advance
of his regiment, and made good use of his saber.
*
*
Private
Douglass, company C, Fourth United States cavalry, rcxle by the side of
Captain Mclntyre, and brought in fifteen prisoners, three of them being commissioned officers."
*
•
•
" Private AA'illiam Bailey, Fourth Michigan cavalry, specially distinguished
himself by riding through a narrow gap in the fence in front of the enemy's
artillery, galloping into the battery, and sh(X)ting the captain dead on the
spot. I beg most respectfully to call the attention of the general to thege
gallant private soldiers."

The folloAving list of casualties is officially reported, but
should be corrected to the extent of placing most of the
"missing" in the column of killed or wounded :
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FIRST BRIGADE,

10
5
2

IPourth United States,
Seventh Pennsylvania,
Tourth Michigan,
..
Head-quarters,

.

1
•

17
Second Brigade.
..
Tirst Ohio,
1
Third Ohio,
IFourth Ohio,...
. ...
Head-quarters,
£oard of Trade battery. . . . .
Total aggregate, . . .

1

2

4
7
3

.
. ..

1

...

32

2
2 .

10
12
6
1

20
24
9
1 . ...

29
13
30
16

5

53

2

2
7
5

.
4

6

92

3
1
1

40
41
17
1

7

99

1
4
2

1 ••
7

68

Men.

s

3
.

TOTAL.

Officers,

Officers.

d

h-'

d
13

MISSING.

to

WOUNOED.

Officers.

REGIMENTS.

Officers.

KiLLF.n.

19
44
24
6

14

192

Of the officers reported "missing," Lieutenant Heber
S. Thompson, Seventh Pennsylvania, and brigade inspector First brigade, was wounded and captured.
Captain Percy H. White, Seventh Pennsylvania, was
captured.
Captain James G. Taylor, Seventh Pennsylvania, was
tilled.
Lieutenant C. C. Hermans, Seventh Pennsylvania, was
Mlled.
(The complete list to appear in appendix.)
As this charge at Lovejoy covered a frontage of a line
of battle over a mile in length, different eye-witnesses
describe the affair with some considerable variations from
the text, as well as from each other. The author describes it from his place in the ranks, to wit, the extreme
front and right of the charging columns; correspendents
23
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to different newspapers stating what they saAv on the left
and center.
A correspondent of the Cincinnati Commercial says:
While the various regiments were being maneuverd into position to meet
the onslaught of the rebels, who were sweeping down upon them, the men
had time to comprehend the danger that surrounded them—rebels to the
right of them, rebels to the left of them, rebels in the rear of them, rebels
in front of them—surrounded; there was no salvation but to cut their way
out Visions of Libby prison and starvation flitted through their imagination, and they saw that the deadly conflict could not be avoided. Placing
himself at the head of his brigade, the gallant and fearless Minty drew his
saber, and his voice rang out clear and loud: "Attention, column I Forward,
trot; regulate by the center regiment; march, gallop, march!" and away
the brigade went with a yell that echoed away across the valleya
The ground from which the start was made, and over which they charged,
was a plantation of about two square miles, thickly strewn with patches of
woods, deep water cuts, fences, ditches, and morasses. At the word, away
went the bold dragoons at the height of their speed. Fences were jumped
and ditches were no impediment The rattle of the sabers mingled with
that of the mess-kettles and frying-pans that jingled at the side of the packmule brigade, which were madly pushed forward by the frightened darkies
who straddled them. Charging for their lives, and yelling like devils, Minty
and hiis troopers encountered the rebels behind a hastily constructed barricade of rails. Pressing their rowels depp into their horses' flanks, and raising their sabers aloft, on, on, on, nearer and nearer to the rebels they
plunged. The terror-stricken enemy could not withstand the thunderous
wave of men and horses that threatened to engulf them. They broke and
ran just as Minty and his troopers were urging their horses for the decisive
blow. In an instant all was confusion. The yells of the horsemen were
drowned in the clashing of steel and the groans of the dying. On pressed
Minty in pursuit, his men's sabers striking right and left, and cutting down
everything in their path. The rebel horsemen were seen to reel and pitch
headlong to the earth, while their frightened steeds rushed pell-mell over
their bodies. Many of the rebels defended themselves with almost superhuman strength; yet it was all in vain. The charge of Federal steel was
irresistible. The heads and limbs of some of the rebels were actually severed from their bodies, the head of the rider falling on one side of the horse,
the lifeless trunk upon the other.
The individual instances of heroism were many Hardly a man flinched,
and when the brigade came out, more than half the sabers were stained with
human blood.
It was, all admit, one of the finest charges of the war. Fully one hundred men fell under the keen sabers of Minty's brigade The praises of
Minty and bis command are upon every tongue. The Fourth United States*
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Fourth Michigan, First, Third, and Fourth Ohio regiments charged over a
rebel battery of three guns on the left of the road; but no sooner had our
men passed than the rebels again seized the cannon, and reversing them,
poured grape and canister into the charging columns. General Kilpatrick,
seeing this, with his staff and others, about thirty in all, moved forward to
capture the guns, but found a high staked-and-ridered fence between him
and the battery. Seeing the predicament in which the general was. Private
William Bailey, a young Tennesseean belonging to company I, Fourth
Michigan, an orderly to Colonel Minty, coolly rode up to the fence, dismounted in the face of a severe fire, tore down the fence, remounted, rode
up to the battery, shot the captain, took possession of the horse and arms,
and rode out He was immediately followed by a party of men, who captured the battery and spiked the guns. ^ In the charge, Minty's brigade captured three stand of colors, the Fourth United States taking two, and the
Fourth Michigan one.

The following is from a Michigan paper, but being an
old clipping, the author is uliable to give the proper
credit:
With one division of infantry in front of us, and three brigades of cavalry
in our rear, we could not entertain any very pleasant feelings, you may be
assured. While thus situated, and each man meditating upon future life in
some Southern prison, it was announced to us that General Kilpatrick
was going to cut hiS way through the cavalry. Minty's brigade was
mounted and ordered back in that direction, and while forming for the
charge, the rebel infantry were held by Kilpatrick's division, under command of Colonel Murray, of the Third Kentucky cavaby. The brigade was
formed on the right of the road, within gun-shot of the rebel line, but so
quickly was it done that they did not divine the movement. And now
comes one of the most brilliant saber charges that has been made during this
war, either in this department or elsewhere. It requires a more able pen
than mine to give it a correct description.
The brigade was formed in three columns, the Fourth regulars on the
left, the Seventh Pennsylvania on the right, and the Fourth Michigan in the
center. When everything was in readiness the general carne up, drew his
saber, and took position at the head of the Fourth regulars. Colonel
Minty was in front of the center of his brigade, and when notified that
everything was ready, gave the command to draw saber. Every saber
leaped from its scabbard, and then came the clear ringing voice of our brave
Uttle colonel, "Forward! regulate to the center regiment, charge!" The
whole brigade moved as one man, yelhng and shouting, the colonel all the
time at the front leading them on. The enemy opened with grape and canister, and shell from their battery, and the dismounted cavalry poured in a
volley from their guns, but it was but one volley only ; before they could
again load and fire, we were among them with our sabers, cutting them
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down on every side. The battery was silenced in no time, one gun being
upset, while we took the other one along with us. In less Ume than it takes
to relate it, we had run over and cut our way through three brigades of
cavalry, and made a road for the remainder of the command to pass out,
which it did with safety, artillery, ambulances, pack mules and alL
General Kilpatrick's head-quarters flag was pierced by a shell in making a
charge, and Colonel Minty's horse was slightly wounded by a musket ball
from the line of the dismounted cavalry. Had we the time, we could have
brought off five or six hundred prisoners, but they were in close pursuit,
and we were obliged to leave them behind in order to secure our own
safety. Our ambulances were loaded with wounded, the horses of the command very much fatigued, and our progress was occasionally very slow.
We brought out about thirty prisoners only, and about one hundred horses
and mules. In going out the command had become somewhat confused and
disorganized, and in order that we might the better be prepared for work,
the general ordered a halt and re-organization. Wlien the re-organization
was about completed, the enemy overtook us and attacked Colonel Long
with great fury, who again happened to be in the rear. It was all he could
do to hold them until the column got straightened out on the road, but at
the sacrifice of about fifty men he succeeded in holding them. The colonel
himself was twice severely wounded in this engagement, and bad to be carried from the field.
The Fourth Michigan and Seventh Pennsylvania were now dismounted
and deployed across the road for the purpose of protecting the retreat of
Colonel Long's brigade. We remained in line until the brigade had passed,
followed by the re.bels, but the reception with which they were met a few
moments before prevented them from attacking us with the same impetuosity with which they had rushed on to Colonel Long's command. After
skirmishing with them a short time, we withdrew a^d closed up with the
column. That was the last time they bothered us on the march. Darkness now set in, and we marched untU two o'clock, when we crossed a deep
stream, burning the bridges after us, and went into camp until morning.
At sunrise the column was again on the move, and after marching three
miles we came to a stream which had been so swoUen by recent rains that
the whole command bad to swim i t Three men and several animals were
drovnied, and one ambulance and two wagons lost in crossing. That night
we went into camp in good season at Lithonia, a village on,the Augusta
railroad, about fifteen miles from the left of our army. Considering ourselves out of danger, we slept soundly, which was the first night's rest we
had since leaving camp on the morning of the 18tL
The next morning at sunrise we again resumed the march, and arrived
inside our lines at an early hour in the afternoon, having been completely
around the rebel army. Of one thing we were completely satisfied, that
Gkneral Eflpatrick is entitled to the cognomen which was given him on the
Potomac, viz.: of " Kill Cavalry." But of another thing we are satisfied,
also, that he is one of the very best cavalry generals in the service. He
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knows exactly how to handle cavaby, is not afraid to fight, and is always
at the front in person, wilhng to take his own chances with the rest.

The following extract from the Memphis-Atlanta Appeal, published in Macon, Georgia, in September, 1864,
is given, showing the fact that Cleburne's infantry was
cut to pieces, as stated in the t e x t :
*
*
" The newspapers have lately been full of accounts of
how Martin's division of cavaby was 'run over' by the Yankees at Lovejoy, on the 20th ult. The writer was on the field on that occasion, and, in
justice to the much-abused cavaby, states the facts in the matter: Martin's
division, supporting the battery, was formed on the McDonough road. Ross'
and Ferguson's commands, on foot, were in front and on each side of the
battery, behind rail breas1>works. A brigade of Cleburne's division was on
the left of the road, in three lines, the last one in a piece of woods, about
one hundred yards in rear of the position of the battery. On the right of the
road [east side] the State troops were forined in line. When the Yankees
charged, they came in a solid column, ten or twelve lines deep, running their
horses, and yelling like devils. They didn't stop to fire or attempt to keep
any kind of order or formation, but, each fellow for himself, rushed on,
swinging his saber over his head. They rode right over Ross' and Ferguson's
men in the centers and over and through Cleburne's lines, one after the other,
on the left. Cleburne's first line, they say, tried to use their bayonets, but
the Yankees cut them to pieces. After the Yankees had cut through all the
other forces and captured the battery, Martin, seeing the field was lost, retreated in good order to the east and joined Cleburne's main body, and aided
in the final defeat of the enemy on the McDonough road that evening, and
pursued them to and through McDonough that night, re-capturing nearly five
hundred of our men, which they took in the charge. The effort to arouse
the people against Martin and his brave division is more disgraceful and demoralizing than the Yankees' 'charge' itself, and should be frowned upon
by all who wish well to our cause."
*
+
*

The following account of the "Kilpatrick raid" is
taken from a private letter, written by Captain Robei^t
Burns, acting assistant adjutant general of the First brigade, and is inserted as written to give the reader an idea of
how the men felt, and how they described to their friends
at home the stirring scenes through which they passed :
HEAD-QUARTERS FIRST BRIGADE SECOND CAVALRY DIVISION,
NEAR SANDTOWN, GA., August 28, 1861f.
MY DEAR D
: A few days ago 1 wrote you a few lines announc-

ing my safe return from one of those raids, which have generally been so
unfortunate in this department On the 18th, at 1, A. M., ours, and Colonel
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Long's brigade, the First and Second, all under Colonel Minty, left our
Peach Tree Creek camp, on the left of our army, and at seven the next
morning reported to General Kilpatrick at Sandtown, having, during the
night, passed in the rear of our army to its right. We remained quietly at
Sandtown during the 19th, and at sundown started to cut the rebel communications south of Atlanta. Two well equipped expeditions, Stoneman's
and McCook'.^i, had been totally ruined in attempting the same thing. We,
however, imagined Ave were made of sterner stuff, and started off in good
spirits. The command consisted of the Third cavaby division (Kilpatrick's),
under Colonel Murray, of the Third Kentucky cavalry, being Fifth Iowa,
Third Indiana, Eighth Indiana, Second Kentucky, Third Kentucky, Fifth
Kentucky, Tenth Ohio, and Ninety-Second Illinois, about 2,700 men, and
our brigade, the Fourth United States, Seventh Pennsylvania, and Fourth
Michigan, and Colonel Long's, the First Ohio, Third Ohio, and Fourth
Ohio, the two latter brigades being under the command of Colonel Minty.
We knew that all the fighting would have to be done by us and Long's
men before we started, and so it turned out. We had about 2,700 men
with us, too. The whole was commanded by General Kilpatrick, and a
good deal of a little man he is, too; not at all afraid to be in the fight himself. Away we went, Colonel Murray's division being in the advance. It
was a bright, beautiful moonlight night, and we should have enjoyed it
more if we had not been up all the night preceding. We had not gone
more than three mileS when we ran into the enemy's pickets. Then we
had to go slowly, driving them before us, dismounting to feel the woods
on both sides, &c,, so that it was morning before we reached the Atlanta
and West Point raiboad, near Fairbum, at Red Oak. We had torn np about
half a mile of track, and were moving on, when the rear battalion of the
Seventh Pennsylvania was suddenly attacked by a force of dismounted
men and artillery. (The column, you must know, was four or five miles long,
and the rear or front might be fighting briskly and the other end know
nothing about it, except when the artillery was opened.) Just back of
where the rebels struck our column were the ambulances, and the darkies
leading officers, horses, pack-mules, &c. They, of course, skedaddled, each
nigger and ambulance-driver bolted for the woods. Several sheUs exploded
among the colored brethren, and they thought the kingdom had come.
Three ambulance were smashed to pieces, and about fifty of the sneaks
who hang around the doctors' shops were scattered into the woods. I
thought my lead horse was gone, but finally my contraband came crawling
out of the woods, scared almost white. The Fourth Michigan, which was
in the rear of the ambulances, soon came up, and drove the rebels back to
their haunts. All this time the head of the column was kept moving on, as
time was precious, and we could not halt for slight " scrimmages."
(General Kilpatrick, not being satisfied with the progress Colonel Murray
was making, ordered our brigades to come to the front, and Murray to take
the rear. Long's brigade had the advance, and had not gone more than
half a mile, when he found a strong force of rebs in his front He had to
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dismount his men, drive them from the rail breast-works they had thrown
up, mount again, and he would find them in the same position a half mile
farther on. This was tried two or three times, when it was determined to
march on foot altogether, and drive the rebels steadily, having men behind
to lead the horses, from which the riders had dismounted. I was up at the
front all the time with Colonels Long and Minty. We drove them steadily
until we came to the valley through which Flint river runs, when the
rebels were re-inforced by Ferguson's brigade of cavahy (we had been
fighting Ross' brigade thus far), and opened on us sharply with artillery,
when we commenced descending the hill. The shells and bullets rattled
merrily around us, knocking the bark and dirt in close proximity to our
heads. Two guns of our battery (we had with us four guns of the Chicago
Board of Trade Battery, which belongs to our division, and Murray had
with him four guns of the Eleventh Wisconsin battery) were soon brought
up, and succeeded in silencing the rebel artillery. The very first shot struck
a rebel artilleryman, burst in him, and blew him to atoms. Our men were
all then dismounted, and went forward at the double quick, under fire of
our eight guns, and drove the rebels clear into and through Jonesboro'.
Our regiment had the advance, being deployed as skiri^ishers. We then
seized the raiboad, for which we had been aiming since we started, and
commenced to smash it generally. The track was torn up, the depot and
public buildings burned, and destruction was let loose. We destroyed about
two miles of the track. While this was going on, the rebels returned to the
attack. Our command was sent to meet them, while Colonel Murray's
turned over rails.
The rebs had been driven southward, and our forces were pushed that
way to shove them farther. Before us was darkness and rebels; behind,
the burning buildings and smoking ruins. It also commenced to thunder,
Ughten, and pour down rain. All this time, while we were skirmishing with
the rebels. General Kilpatrick had one of his bands close behind us playing
Yankee Doodle, Hail Columbia, and other airs, very provoking to rebel
ears.
It appeared as if chaos had come again. Soon the whistle of the cars
could be heard in front of us, and we knew by the sounds that the enemy
were receiving re-inforcements from below. It was then determined to
"flank" them. So, about midnight, our brigade, followed by Colonel Murray's division, moved in a south-easterly direction, about seven miles.
Colonel Long's brigade being left to cover the rear. I stayed with Colonel
Long's command. While waiting for the command to move out, I fell
asleep on the gi-ound, and came very near being left However, we all got
away clear About seven miles out we found our brigade and Colonel
Murray's command feeding by the side of the road. Our brigade was on
a hill about a mile in front of Colonel Murray. Both hills were cleared,
and the valley had but few trees in it. I rode over to our brigade and sat
down to get a bite. Colonel Long halted just in rear of Colonel Murray.
(This was about 6, A. M., on the 20th.) Our brigade had just been ordered
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to mount and move forward, when Colonel Long was attacked by the rebel
cavalry, which had followed us from Jonesboro'. It now consisted of
Ross', Ferguson's, and Armstrong's brigades, about 4,500 men. Our brigsd*
moved on and turned sharply to the right, in a south-westerly dbectlon, foi
the purpose of striking the railroad again, about eight miles below Jonesboro'. I stayed on the hill to witness the skirmishing for a Uttle while.
From where I was all the maneuvers of our men could be distinctly seen.
It was a beautiful sight The rebels could be perceived moving towards
our men, and were driven back whenever seen by them. It was the best
chance I ever had of seeing the whole of a skirmish, I remained as long
as I could, and then galloped after our column. Colonel Long had orders
to follow as quickly as possible, and Colonel Murray was to come after him.
We, in the meantime, pushed for Lovejoy's station. When within a mile
and a half of the railroad, we halted for Colonels Murray and Long to join
us. This they soon did, having driven back the enemy. About a mile
from the raiboad, the road forked, the two prongs striking it about a half a
mile apart A few hundred feet in front of, and parallel to, the railroad,
another road ran. The Fourth Michigan was sent by the right hand road
to the ruboad, which it reached without any difficulty, and commenced
tearing up the track. They sent word to us by the parallel road, mentioning what they were doing. Our column, the SevenUi Pennsylvania, in advance, moved down the left hand road, having for the last mile or two been
driving about a dozen rebel cavabymen. As we passed the parallel road,
the firing became hotter and heavier.
I had been with the advance urging them forward, as it was extremely
necessary to reach the raiboad as soon as possible, and rode back to have
more men sent to re-inforce the advance guard, when a devil of a fusilade
took place. The Seventh Pennsylvania was immediately dismounted, and
sent forward into the woods. (One battahon of it had been the advance
guard.) Hotter grew the firing, and the horses of the advance, who had
dismounted, began to hurry back. The Fourth regulars, who were next,
were dismounted and sent in, and I was told to go back, and hurry up two
jai Long's regiments, have them dismount, and push in. Before that could
be done, the Seventh Pennsylvania and Fourth regulars had been driven
from the woods in confusion, the former leaving two captains and one
heutenant, and the latter one captain, in the hands of the enemy, dead or
wounded.
We had run on a brigade of rebel infantry who were lying in the woods,
by the side of the raiboad, behind barricades. A division was also
pushing in on our right, near the point where the Fourth Michigan were at
work.
Long's men were immediately put in position to check the advancing
r<»bels, and our battery brought up. The woods in front and on our left
were swarming with rebels. The Fourth regulars and Seventh Pennsylvania were gathered together and made to support the battery. Poor fellows,
they were badly cut up. One of Long's regiments was formed near the
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fork of the road, the Fourth Michigan was sent for, and placed there too.
The rebels tried again and again to take our battery. It fought magnificently. It was a glorious sight to see it sweep those woods with grape and
canister, sending many a howhng rebel into eternity. The guns were made
to radiate in all directions, and did work splendidly Our men supported
them well. One of the guns, by the rebound, had broken its trail short off,
so that it could not be drawn from the field. When the rest of the pieces
had been withdrawn. Colonel Minty called for some volunteers to drag off
that gun by hand. I collected about twenty of the Fourth Michigan men,
went down there, and helped pull it off". The rebels were then very close
to us. While this was going on, we could hear musketry and artillery firing
directly in our rear. The cavalry, with which w.e had been skirmishing
early in the morning, had followed us, and had attacked us from " behind.''
Thus, you see, we were in a pretty tight box: AJjrigade of infantry in our
front, and partly on our left; a division moving to hit us on the right, and
but a Httle distance off; and three brigades of cavalry in our rear. Stoneman and McCook caved in under just such circumstances. It was quickly
decided what to do. We must leave the railroad alone for the present, and
smash the rebel cavaby. We were withdrawn from fighting the infantry,
who now had become very quiet, probably because effecting some
combinations with their cavaby, and expecting confidently to '• gobble " us
aU.
The whole command was faced to the rear, as follows: Our brigade was
formed on the right hand side of the road, each regiment in a column of
fours, i. e., four men abreast, or the whole regiment in a column, presenting
a front of only four men. The Fourth United States were on the left, the
Fourth Michigan in the center, and Seventh Pennsylvania on the right.
Long's brigade formed in close column, with regimental front, i. e., each
regiment formed in Une, the men side by side thus:
Fourth
Fourth
Seventh
United States. Michigan. Pennsylvania.

I
I I I
I I

First Ohio,
I I I I I I I M M I I I I M
Third Ohio,
I M M I I I M I I I I I I I I
Fourth Ohio, I I I I I I I I I I I I I
The last regiment was deployed in rear of the others, so as to cover a large
space of ground, and pick up prisoners and trophies. You see, we were to
break through the rebels and smash them, and Long was to sweep the
ground and gather them in. This was very quickly determined and acted on,
as we had not much time to lose.
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1 happeiii'il to be near (inicral Kilpatrii'k Ix'fore he determincil what to
do. <)ii(' lirifradc was then drawn u]) in line, in front of the .^ccond l)ri^'adf.
ilf turned t(i mc and asked, "Captain, can your n u n charge tliroujrli and
bn-ak ilidsc rfl>el.s in front of u s ? " " Y e s , sir, they can." " W h a t would
be the West fdiniation, do you think? I n line, or in column?" "In columns
of lour, I think, each re^'inieiit t o form a column, and then the rebels' atteiitiiin would lie (iistraeted." " AVe will have them so. How do tliey generally charge—with saber or tiring?" " With saber, sir. ' "Gooil! Go tell
Cdloni'l Minty to have them cliarfre in that way. and drive the
rebels
to
." \ l this moment Colonel Minty rode \\\\, and the regiments
Were quickly formed a.s 1 have marked.
A few of our men were ni front of ns dismounted, skirmishing with the
rebels. They were told to throw down the fenc(> behind which they were.
The rebel skirmi.shers w^re kee])ini,' them engaged as much as possible,
while a lari.'e force of them were throwing up rail breast-works. We were
formed just behind the brow of a hill. Our skirmishers were on t h e crest
of it. The rebel artillery to our left and front was playing over us. Bullets
and shot were flying thick over our heads. We drew sabers, trotted until
we came to the hill, and then, with cheer upon cheer, started at the gaUop.
What a sight it w a s ! I rode at the head of the Fourth Michigan, or center
column, Captain Thompson, our inspector, on my right, and Colonel Minty
on the right of Thompson. Down the hill w e went, t h e rebels turning
their batteries of grape and canister upon us, while the bullets of the skirmishers and dismounted men whistled freely. The battery away on our right
threw shells. W e leaped fences, ditches, and barricades, and were among
them. Their skirmish Une did not attempt to stand, and the men behind
the barricades turned to run just before we reached them. I t was too lateOur feUows were mounted and on the gallop, and we did c u t them down
right and left. I was just about t o strike two. w h e n they threw up their
hands and surrendered. I passed them by, leaving some one in the rear to
take care of them. A third, who did not surrender quick enough, I struck
fuU on the top of the head, felt my saber sink in, saw him fall, and dashed
on. I think I killed him, but did not wait t o see. The rebel artiUery was
very h o t a t this time. I could almost feel t h e baUs as they swept by.
Colonel Minty's horse was shot. Poor Thompson was hit close by my side,
and fell. H e is yet missing, and w e do not know what has become of him.
The last seen of him he was dismounted, wounded, and trying t o rally
some mon to take the rebel battery. I hope he is not dead. Our column
and the Seventh Pennsylvania dashed straight forward into the woods.
The field over which we passed wa-s at least a half a mile wide, with tlu-ee
fences, one partiaUy liuilt barricade, and a half dozen ditches or gulUes,
washed out by the rain, from two to six feet deep, and from five to thirteen
feet wide. We would no sooner leap one of them when we would have to
go flying,' over another. Our hor.ses went kiting over the fences, some of
them they knocked down. Of c<^urse, a good many of our men were dismounted, rjjon reaching the woods we could not go fast, and could not keep
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in column. They were full of flying rebels. We soon struck a path or lane,
and turning to the right, followed it about a mile and a half, when we turned
to the left and joined the main column on the road. The Fourth regulars,
instead of keeping parallel with us, as was intended, seeing an opening in
the fence by the side of the road, and finding very high fences in front of
them, turned to the left and struck out on the main road. They ran on
the rebels in the road near the battery, and sent them flying, and were
soon among the led horses of the dismounted men in the rear, and among
the ambulances, which were collected together in a disorganized body in the
road. A perfect stampede took place. The horse-holders did not attempt to
hold the animals, and a general "skedaddle" took place. Riderless horses and
driverless ambulances were scattered in all directions. Our men were in the
midst of them, shooting an9 cutting. As the rear of the Fourth regulars was
passing the battery, a part of them, with scattered men from other regiments,
dashed on to it, drove the gunners from their pieces, and captured three of
the guns. One of our orderlies shot the captain. We brought away the
pieces with us. The other two were so injured about their running gear that
they could not be hauled off, so they were spiked and left The charge continued for about two miles, when the command was collected together again.
Colonel Long's brigade did not charge in line, as it was intended, but finding
the ground impracticable for it, formed in column and followed the Fourth
regulars. Colonel Murray's command, instead of sweeping aU to the left
of the road, as we supposed they would do, turned to the right, and filed
in after Colonel Long. Had he (Murray) done as was expected, both sides
of the road would have been cleaned out. As it was, a good many of the
rebels escaped off to the left
Immediately after the charge, and while we were pushing through the
woods, it commenced to rain. It came down in torrents. I had lost both
hat and rubber overcoat in the brush, and in just five seconds was soaked,
saturated, even my boots were so filled that the water ran out of the tops.
The command was gathered together about two or three miles from where
we started, and pushed on for McDonough. Before the whole of it had
moved off. Colonel Long's brigade, which had been moved to cover the
rear, was fiercely attacked by the division of rebel infantry, which I have
mentioned, was moving in on our right, as we faced the railroad, our left
and rear as we were now going. Colonel Long fought them for about two
hours, when his ammunition began to give out, He was obliged to retire
(here Colonel Long was wounded twice), and the Fourth Michigan and
Seventh Pennsylvania were formed a short way behind him, behind rail
breast-works, which they had been ordered to hastily throw up. The
Fourth regulars had been sent on, their ammunition having been aU expended. We borrowed one of Long's regiments to assist the Fourth Michigan and Seventh Pennsylvania. Long passed his men through, when the
rebels came on us. There we had it, hot and heavy. The rebels charged
two or three times, but were bloodily repulsed. All this fighting was done _
dismounted,'and was for the purpose of holding back the rebels until our
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main column could crpt out of the road. Our battery, of three gun.* now,
during this fight, burst one gun, and wedged another (got a shell half way
down in it, so that it could neither be fired nor pushed down), so that w e
had but one to use, but that was used with effect The rebels were playini,' with t h e b artiUery into our column along the road. You see our two
brigades had to do all the lij/litinj;, obliged to lead the charge, and cover
the retreat. As soon as all the column had ^ot into the road, and moved
about a mile, our rej,'iments were withdrawn, and foUowed i t The rebels
did not attempt to pursue much farther. Their infantry could not keep up
with UK, and their cavalry wivs too thoroughly scattered to be gathered together again. Wo pushed .slowly on to McDonough, crossed Walnut creek,
and about t w o o'clock in the morning l.iy down by the side of the road for
a few hours' rest H o w terribly tired we were f Men would tumble from
their horses, and it would be almost impossible to awaken them. Two or
three men would fall asleep tojjfether upon their horses, their horses would
stop, and the whole column behind them would stop, too, supposing that
there were some obstructions ahead. Hundreds of men were sometimes
ash'cp in that way on their liorses, and in the mud, for two or three hours
at a time. Once during one of the halts, I feU asleep on my horse for t w o
hours, during which time we had a terrible storm of rain, which drenched
me more, if possible, than I was. I knew nothing of it until I awoke, and
then found myself in a strange crowd, the column in the meantime having
moved on. I t was raining and pitch dark, and, in fine, w e had a terribly
disagreeable time of i t About t w o o'clock we found a place to halt. The
head of the column had been in at eight, but the tail was delayed by
the causes I have mentioned. You never yet knew what fatigue is. AV'e
had not slept a wink, for the nights of 17th, 18th, 19th, and until two
o'clock of the morning of the 21st, except what we could snatch riding
along. W e had not had but three meals, and but little time to eat them in.
Had fought seven pretty tough fights, besides skirmi.shing, &c., &c. Oh 1
how tired and sleepy I was! A t day-break the n e x t morning we started on
again. M Cotton river the bridge w.xs gone, and the stream terrilily
swollen by the rains. I t could not be forded, and the horses were obliged
to swim it. The current was very swift We had a terrible time crossing
it. One man and about fifty horses were drowned in the a t t e m p t
We
were oblif.'e(l to leave behind the disabled cannon w e had brought thus far
in a wagon. A good many men who had gone through the fighting bravely
dreaded to enter that stream. W e lost also two wagons, and one amluihince. It was almost heart-rending to see the poor wounded feUows carried across. Some were fastened on horses, while otliers were carried
over in the ambulances
I saw one, with three in, ti[> over, lill with water,
and go down the stre.im. However, tlie n u n were res<ueil. I shaU never
foiL'ct crj.ssinf,' f'otton river. We aU finally trot over. If we hail been attacked by a larire force before we had succeeded in crossinj:, a L'reat number of ns would have been cajituied. NVe were ahnirst wholly out of ammunition, and many an anxious glance was ca>t to tin- rear. We expecteii
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every moment to hear the roar of artiUery. It was a reUef when the rear
of the column was on the north side. We then crossed South river, burning the bridge behind us, and aU the bridges on each side for ten miles.
During the day, we marched slowly, and encamped that night at Lithonia.
The next day we returned to our camp on Peach Tree creek, having made
a cbcuit around the two great armies of Hood and Sherman. We did not
do aU that we had hoped to do when we started, but we did all we could."
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CHAPTER XXIII.
FROM OCTOBER I TO 31, 1864.
G E X K R A L E l . l LfiNG IN Co.MMANDOF D I V I S I O N — S K E T C I I OF G K N E U A L
Lo.NCJ—CAI'TIUE O F A T L A . V T A — B A T T L E O F J O N E S B O R O ' — L O V E J O Y
— U E \ lEW OF C A . M I ' A I G N — H O O D ' S A D V A N C E O N A L A T O N A — C A V A L R Y IN P r u s u i T — B A T T L E
OF L I E U T E N A N T

DK R O M E , G E O R G I A — G R E A T

FISK — REBKL

BATTERY

CHARGE

CAPTURED — DIVISION

Dis.Mou.NTED—CLOSE O F T H E C A M P A I G N .
' ' T o arms I the voice of Freedom calls.
N o r calls in vain;
U p from the fields, the shops, the halls.
T h e busy street, the city walls
Rush martial m e n ! "
—Anon.

Sketch of the Military
Career of Brevet
Long, U. 8. V

Major

Eli

(Famished for publication by a friend of the generaL)

E N E R A L Long graduated a t military school,
near Fi-ankfort, Kentucky, (in cliarge of Colonel E. W Morgan, a distinguished graduate
of t h e mOitary academy at W e s t Point, in the class of
General Benham,) in the month of June, 1855. In July,
same year, after graduating, he went to Washington city,
and secured emplojmient in the Treasury Department, in
the Bureau of Construction, under charge of Colonel A.
H. Bowman, United States Engineer, where he remained
until he was appointed second lieutenant, in The First
United Srates cavalry, at the instance of Hon. James
Guthrie, of Kentucky
Joiniuic his regiment immediately at Le(om])ton, Kansas, he did duty at that place about
six weeks, when lie was ordered on recruitimj service,
(386)
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and stationed at New Albany, Indiana, where he ii^luained diirini;- the wintei' oi 18,0(J-7. HejoiiiiiiL;- ids reoiluent in April, 18,^)7, he accoiu[)anie<l it ou tlic Clieyt-iiiie
exitedition that summer, and while (•oiiuuaiKliiiij; (iejieral Suinner's body guard, was eiioai^cd iu a fight with
the Indians during the c;uu}>;iigii.
During the winter of 1857-8, lie was stationed at Ports
Leavenworth and R i l e y ; while at these forts, escorted a
mail by the Santa Fe road, from Fort Riley to the crossing of the Arkansas river and back, leaving Fort Riley
in December, 1857, and returning in March of '.08, making a marcli of over five hundred miles. Lieutenant
Long was sick when lie started on this trij), and after two
days' marching, Avas attacked with serious illness, and
comiiielled to remain in his ambuhmce a great part of the
time. The suffering and anxiety of the lieutenant and
his squad of forty men were excessive, marching tlirough
a bleak and desert country infested by bands of hostile
Indians, of much more than sufficient strength to have
exterminated the party, with the weather so excessively
cold that one night six miiles tied to the wagon were
frozpii to death.
In May, ISnS, he started to Utah with two companies
of his regiment, under the command of then Major Sedgwick ; b u t after proceeding to the Devil's (late, about
two hundred miles from Salt Lake City, tlit^ orders were
countermanded and the S(ptadron returned to Fort R i h n ' ;
when soon aftei' he was called upon by the Ordnance Department for a report on tli<' Burnside carbine, used l\v
his conii)any on the march. lie submitted hisre])ort, and
received througli the depai'tineiit coiiiinaiKh'r a ]ett<'r
from the chief of firdnaiice, r n i b ' d Slates army, ex]>ressiuLC tlianlvs for his coniijlete and iii1ellii;-ent i'ei)ort and
statintr that the contiacloi's for niauufacturiui;' Burnside
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carbines had been instructed to make new carbines, with
the improvements suggested by Lieutenant Long on them,
which was done, and tliese improvements appear upon
the ones now in use by the (xovernment.
Remaining at Fort Riley during the winter of IsriS-a'.),
he, iu January, 18.")0, made a march of over two hundred
miles. The weather being intensely cold, many men of his
command and himself were severely frosted. During the
summer of IS.')'.), was with his command in a permanent
camp on the Arkansas river, for the protection of the
road to New Mexico, In October, of the same year, escorted two mail trains to and from the crossing of the
Arkansas, through the country of the Kiowas and Camanches, who had just commenced hostilities, having
already murdered some fifteen persons ; these victims he
and his party buried. During this trip, they marched
twenty-five miles a day, for five consecutive days, losing
but one horse out of forty, though the animals had no
food but grass. During the winter of '69 and '60, he
had leave of absence for five months.
In the summer of 1860, was on the Kiowa and Camanche expedition, under Major Sedgwick, and went with his
command to Fort Lyon. In the fall of the same year, assisted in building this post, which was consummated with
such dispatch and perfection as to call forth high commendation to Major Sedgwick and his command from
prominent European papers. Remained at Fort Lyon
until December, 1861. In August, 1861, he prevented
serious loss and damage to the Government by surprising
and capturing, near Fort Lyon, Mdthout firing a shot, a
well armed and equipped company of thirty-eight men
and fifty or si.xty animals, enroute from Denver city to
join Price in Missouri, On this trip Lieutenant Long,
with fifty-eight horses, marched one hundred and twenty
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miles in thirty-two hours, with the loss of only one horse.
Lieutenant Long was promoted in his regiment to first
lieutenant, March 21, and to captain, May 24, 18G1.
Captain Long, with one squadron of his regiment,
moved from Fort Lyon to Fort Leavenworth, in December, 1861. In Febrtiary, 1862, he reported with the same
squadron, the regiment having been by act of Congress
designated the Fourtli United States cavalry, for d u t y to
General Buell, at Louisville, Kentucky, and being placed
on escort duty, remained with General Buell until he was
relieved by General Rosecrans, Captain Long was briskly engaged with the enemy at Tuscumbia creek, near
Corinth, Mississippi, on the retreat of the enemy, and
was complimented for his behavior on this occasion by
his commander. Lieutenant Colonel James Oakes, Participated in the battle of Chaplain Hills, near Perryville,
Kentucky, holding the picket line with his command of
thirty men against several hundred, not more than one
hundred and fifty yards distant, although over three
miles distant from the nearest support.
The regiment continued as escort to General Rosecrans
until the battle of Stone's river. In this battle Captain
Long was wounded by a ball through the left shoulder,
while leading his company in the charge on December
31. Soon after the battle, he was, on the recommendations of Generals Rosecrans and Stanley, appointed colonel of the Fourth Ohio volunteers, and soon brought the
regiment to an improved condition of efficiency.
In less than two weeks after he assumed command, he
led the re.Lriment in a charge against the enemy, in which
he captured fifty prisoners, and many men, horses, and
equii)ments. On the Otli of June, 1863, he was appointed
to tlie command of the Second brigade. Second division,
consisting of the First, Third, Fourth and Tenth Ohio
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and Second Kentucky cavalry regiments. He participated
in many of the cavahy engagements near Murfreesboro',
and was invariably commended by his commanding officers, lie commanded the brig-ade in the advance on Tullahonia, and in the pursuit south, had a severe engagement with the rebels at Elk river. He participated in
the o])eiations of the cavalry from that time till the battle of Chickamauga, where his brigade was used very
roughly, losing one hundred and thirty-four officers and
men out of nine hundred, in killed, wounded, and missing. Although he was in the immediate command of the
brigade, it was disposed of by superior officers in a manner thiit Colonel Long disapproved of, and which relieved
him in a measure from the responsibility of its defeat. It
was, howev(M', very annoying, as it was the only serious
defeat his command ever met. When Wheeler broke
through the lines after the battle, and started on his raid
against the railroad connections in rear of Chattanooga,
Colonel Long, with his brigade, followed in rapid pursuit, moving with General Crooks' command. He commanded and led his brigade in the attacks and dashing charges at McMinnville and Farmington, inflicting on the enemy at both places serious defeats, Wheeler
losing on the trip three pieces of artillery captured at
Farmington, and over one thousand prisoners. Colonel
Long's horse was shot at McMinnville, and himself and
horse shot at Farmington. He was highly complimented
in the official reports for his personal gallantry on these
occasions.
During the battle of Mission Ridge, Colonel Long commanded fifteen hundred cavalry, composed of parts of
the First, Second, and Third brigades. Second division,
and some regiments of the First division; marched to
Cleveland, Tennessee, destroying thirty miles of the rail-
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road, burning the copper factory and rolling-mill at
Cleveland, capturing eighty wagons, two hundred and
twenty-three prisoners, and returned to Chattanooga
within three days. For this expedition he was favorably
mentioned in General Grant's report of Mission Ridge.
He soon after, with the same command, reported to General Sherman, and marched, two days in advance of his
infantry column, into Knoxville, thence pursued the enemy into western North Carolina, and thence, sweeping
down through northerly Georgia, after a march of four
hundred and sixty-three miles in seventeen days, returned to Chattanooga. In this march, he had a sharp engagement at Loudon, and on the day preceding his arrival at Knoxville, marched forty-five miles and forded
two large streams. Colonel Long was complimented by
General Sherman, in an autograph letter, now in his possession, for Ms services during this time, A few days
after, he returned to Calhoun and engaged Wheeler,
completely routing his command, capturing five hundred
stand of small arms and one hundred and twenty-seven
prisoners, including five officers, and this while having
but one hundred and fifty men in his column when he
made the charge. General Thomas mentions him favorably in his reports for this affair.
In February, 1864, he participated, with his command,
in a reconnoissance on Dalton, having seven sharp engagements, and was favorably mentioned in the reports of his
superior officers. He moved his command thence to Cleveland, Tennessee, and thence to Ringgold, Georgia. In
March, 1864, he obtained a leave, of absence for a month,
and rejoined the brigade at Columbia, Tennessee, where
it had been ordered to refit and remount. After the
brigade had obtained its outfit, he joined the Seventeenth
army corps, in May, at Decatur, Alabama, and marching
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thence with it, under command of (reneral Blair, to
Kingston, Georgia, meeting on the way and badly defeating General Roddy and his division at Motdton, Alabama. At Kingston, his command joined the main army
of Geiienil Sherman, and participated, from that time, in
nearly all of the operations of the army u p to the 20th of
August, when he was wounded in the right leg and arm,
and his horse killed under him. This was in the great
encounter at Lovejoy station, already noted. He was apl»ointed brigadier general of volunteers August 18, 1864,
and on account of his severe wounds received a leave of
absence. He rejoined the command at Nashville, Tennessee, in November, 1864, and was assigned to the command of
the Second division of cavalry He immediately moved
his division to Louisville, Kentucky, for a remount of
horses, which he procured, and, on the 28th of December, left t h a t place with the best mounted and equipi)ed
body of cavalry ever moved from the city Moving directly to Gravelly Spring, Alabama, he rested until,
under command of ]\Iajor General Wilson, he moved with
his division, twelve hundred and fifty strong, and on the
2d of April, 1865, captured the intrenchments and city
of Selma, Alabama, with thirty pieces of artillery, between three and four thousand prisoners, and over two
hundred pieces of artillery in the works and arsenals.
This was the grandest exploit of the cavalry during the
whole war, and the successful issue of the attack was
larirely due to the prompt action of General Long in attacking at the time and manner he did. This is conceded
in General AVilsou's official report. The works were
taken in twenty-five minutes after the advance was sounded, but with a loss of three hundred and twenty officers
and men out of less than twelve Imndred engaged, (leneral
Long was wounded by a bullet on the top and right side

General Long—Residence, &c.—Capture of Atlanta.

373

of the head, producing a severe concussion of the brain,
and paralyzing the tongue, right side of the face, and
right arm. He suffers from his wounds, but is yet living,
an honored citizen of New York c i t y "
The portrait of this distinguished officer appears on
page 366.
Resuming, in brief, a summary of the operations of
the army, from the point to which it was brought up in
a previous chapter: After the decisive defeat of Hood
on the right, the investment of Atlanta was vigorously
pushed, by a constant extension of the right wing and a
gradual closing in and pushing up of the limes of encircling earthworks, until, particularly on the north, Sherman had so completely commanded the rebel works as to
render an assault not only practicable, but reasonably
certain of success.
Ever desirous, however, of avoiding unneces^ry loss
and the useless slaughter of his men, he detennined to
gain Atlanta by defeating Hood in the open field, or, if
the wage of battle was refused, to complete the investment by closing in on the south as well, and compelling
his ultimate surrender.
Sherman accordingly, on the 27th of August, determined to take advantage of the results of Kilpatrick's
great raid, by moving the right wing and center to the
south, and planting the bulk of his army firmly on the
Macon road, thus compelling Hood to draw out of his intrenchments and fight in the open field, the advantage
of the Kilpatrick raid referred to being that he knew
that Hood had, in order to save his communications, already dispatched Hardee, with over ten thousand men,
to Jonesboro'
Sherman reached Jonesboro' on the 29th, and on the
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3iith and 31st fought a gieat battle at that place, utterly
defeating Hardee, and driving him, with the loss of more
than half his artillery and army, in disastrous routsouthwtird toward McDonough,
There, on the 1st, facing
northward toward Atlanta, completed the entire destruction of the railroad. Metinwhile, during the night. Hood,
blowing up his magazines, destroying his stores and de]iots, burning the railroad buildings, twenty-nine locomotiv«'s and several liundred cars, together with nearly
one third of the best part of the city, spiked his heavy
guns, and in haste, disorder, and the most absolute disorganization of his army, abandoned the city, fieeing, at
a double-quick, south toward McDonough. So rapid
\\ as this night flight of Hood that his army traversed
the whole distance from Atlanta to McDonough, thirtyseven miles, in thirteen hours.
Sherman, on the 2d of September, faced his army southward and advanced toward Lovejoy. where skirmishing
had been going on the day before, and Hood, continuing
his forced march, joined Hardee at that place on the eveniny of the same day. On the 3d, 4th, and 5th, a great
battle raged from three miles north to seven miles south
of Lovejoy, when Hood retreated, during the night, from
the field, with but a skeleton—not twenty thousand in aU
—of the grand army of eighty thousand which Johnston
had turned over to him a little more than a month before.
And thus fell Atlanta—the " G a t e C i t y ' ' of the Confederacy—the last stronghold of the last interior lines of
defen.se to the rebellion; and with it fell, not f)nly the last
hope of the Confederacy to establish a separate nationality but, likewise, the last hope of the rebels being able
to make a successful defense at any point in the AVest
tigainst the certain advance of our armv, or »'ven so to
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prolong the war as, by making terms of submission, they
might be able to save from the wreck of their blighted
hopes, and ruined political prospects, any part of their
estates, or vestige of their so dearly-cherished institution of human slavery.
Madness ruled supreme in the councils of their chiefs;
ahd while the great body of the people, like the bulk of
the rebel army, were, and had for months been, really
and even anxiously willing to yield a quiet submission to
the Federal Government, yet they manifested their dissent from a further prosecution of a hopeless struggle by
simply withdrawing from active participation, in either
civil councils or military operations, leaving the crazied
"last ditch" men in untrammeled control, under the
personal appeals and influence of Jefferson Davis, the
arch-traitor of the age—the man who proved himself
alike faithless to his often-taken oath of allegiance to the
United States of America, and to the trust reposed in
him by his own particular people of the Southern States
—to seek their best interests. Hood, with about fifteen
thousand of these deluded men, moved now from Sherman's front, insanely bent on a search for the "last
ditch." The ghost of every man. Union or rebel, who
fell in this most unholy prolongation of the war, from
the date of the capture of Atlanta until the entire subjugation of the rebels, must now shake " its gory locks •'
at Jefferson Davis, and proclaim to him the awful accusation, "Thou art my murderer,"
Hood hurled his army on Sherman's line of communication north of Atlanta, foolishly imagining that what he
could not do with a large, well-equipped army behind intrenchments he might now accomplish with a half-starved,
ragged, unequipped, and poorly-armed little band, as a
raiding party. His first attempt was in throwing his
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fifteen thousand men against Alatona, defended by three
tliousand men under General Corse, who hiirleil him from
their front with awful slaughter, lie retreated into north
Alabama, foolishly thinking to buzz Sherman out of Georgia. But Sheraian was not of that kind. Leaving Tliomas,
with the tail of the army, to brush Hood's flies away, he
started on his little picnic " through Georgia to the sea."
Leaving now Hood to find his " last ditch," and Sherman to enjoy his picnic, we resume the history of the
brigade.
Although the campaign was not yet over, a brief summary of the work done may not here be out of place.
W e started May 1, and during
May,
marched 363 miles, had 9 fights.
June,
"
103 "
" 8
July,
"
269 "
" 9
"
August,
"
160 "
" 5
September, to 2d, "
30 "
" 0
"
Marched
925 miles, had 31 battles,
besides almost constant skirmishing, and doing d u t y as
infantry, under fire, day and night for fourteen days, in
the trenches.
AVe started from Columbia, Tennessee, with seventyone officers, twenty-four hundred and forty-four men,
twenty-two hundred and seventy-nine serviceable horses,
and two thousand and one carbines. A\^e now had, at the
front, forty-nine officers and six hundred and eightyseven men for duty, eight hundred and eleven serviceable
horses, (ten officers and seventy men at head-quarters,)
and one thousand and one carbines.
As before stated, during the campaign, as the men became dismounted, from the loss or breaking down of their
horses, they were sent, together with the sick and disabled.
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to Columbia, Tennessee, and from there detailed as
guards to the various block-houses and stations along the
railroad from Decatur, Alabama, to Franklin, Tennessee.
In this way the larger part of the brigade had been sent,
with their arms, &c., to the rear.
The time of service of all who had not reenlisted was
now about expiring ; hence many changes occurred in the
regimental organizations. Reserving for the appendix of
this work a detailed statement of these changes, it will
suffice to here note that Captain C, C. McCormick became colonel of the Seventh Pennsylvania, and Major
Pritchard, lieutenant colonel commanding the Fourth
Michigan. From the 17th of September to the 22d of
October, Colonel Minty having been allowed a leave of
absence, Major Jennings, Seventh Pennsylvania, had
command of the brigade, with head-quarters at Blake's
mills, Georgia, up to the 1st of October, when it was
moved to Sandtown, and started in pursuit of Hood's
army. Major Andress, commanding the Seventh Pennsylvania, Major Eldridge, the Fourth Michigan, and Captain Mclntire, Fourth United States.
On the 2d and 3d of October, it engaged the rebel rear
in a lively skirmish on the Sweet Water creek, driving
them constantly before it, with but slight loss; on the
4th of October, joined the division at Marietta. Moving out on the 5th, while the battle of Alatona Pass
was going on, the division attacked the rebel rear guard,
crushed it in, and captured over one hundred prisoners.
On the 6th, the division overtook the rebel army returning from Alatona, and by a vigorous charge of the
Fourth Michigan and Fourth United States, cut to pieces
a whole brigade, capturing the brigadier general commanding a division, and over five hundred prisoners.
Hood retreated to Dallas and occupied his old works
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near that i)lace. The division here assailed him the next
day and drove him out, cai>turing one piece of artillery
Following the rear of Hood, it again as.sailed his army at
tlie river. On the pJth, the command crossed the Ostenaula river and attacked the' rebel forces, driving them
.several miles, but not deeming it wi.se to remain over
night in their exposed condition, was witlidrawn. On the
13th, the pursuit was renewed, the rebel rear again cut to
pieces by the Seventh Pennsylvania, the charge being led
by Lieutenant Fisk, company F, in a most fearless and
gallant manner; twenty-live of the enemy killed, fiftynine wounded, and over oiit^ hundred prisoners and two
pieces of artillery captured.
The following letter and extracts from the diary of
Colonel R. Burns are here inserted as covering this pursuit in d e t a i l :
K A L A M A Z O O , M I C H I G A N , March

15th,

1883.

M Y D E A K V A L E : — I n looking up our little affairs at Rome, I find it
easier to make a copy of my diary written at that time than to attempt anything in the descriptive line. From it you can gather some of the main
facts. No reports were ever made. Major Jennings, of your regiment, commanded the brigade then ; Colonel Minty having gone to Michigan on leave
of absence, .September 17tli. We did not see him again until we arrived at
Louisville, November 14th, and Jennings, you know, was not made a reporter. T h e Rome fight wa* one of the most gallant affairs the brigade ever
participated in. There were not more than three or four hundred men in it,
wc having p;t<scd through a long and weary campaign. AVe were very
much complimented at the time ; among others by General J . D. Co.x, commanding the Third cnrps. who was j)n'sent and saw tlie charge. Lieutenant
Fisk, of your regiment, was the man who led the small advance guard, which
captured the guns, and I believe they were all Seventh Pennsylvania men.
Jennings, .Vndress, and Dartt could tell you all about it. When I returned
and toM (ieneral Gerrard that we. Captain Greeno and I, hud been to the
])lace where Hood and lii< rebels had crossed the Coosa, had seen their
"/;v;//," and knew what we were talking about, he was innnenselv tickeled. and immediately sii'iialed b.ick to General Sherman, at Rome, that
" one of his stair ollicers had lieeii to the ])oint below Coosaville, where
Hood crosse<l. " This was the first ]i<isitivc information Sherman (or at least
Generals (ierranl and Co.\ ) liacl. when and where the rebels cro8.se<l."' • •
Yours,
K. B i u . v s .
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(Extrcuits from Diary October, 1864-)
October 7th.—Near Lost mountain, at ?^, A. M,, again on the move, our
brigade leading. Fourth United States in advance. Marched to near Good
Hope church. About 1^, p. M., struck the rebel pickets, driving them along
before us until they got in their barricades and entrenchments. Near them.
Lieutenant Webel, Fourth United States, with the advance, captured Brigadier General Young, of Texas, and Colonel Camp, of the Fourteenth Texas
Infantry. They were wounded at Alatona yesterday, and were pushing
southward in an ambulance. We skirmished awhile with the rebels, when
Wilder's brigade came up, dismounted, and with a yell and fusilade drove
the rebels flying from their works. We encamped there during the night.
We had skirmished with Armstrong's brigade of cavalry.
There was one point in the road it was dangerous' to pass during the skirmishing. I was shot three times in passing backwards and forwards there.
Joe Randelbroke (Fourth cavalry,) had his horse shot there. How he
swore I Callahan, Fourth United States, there lost his stallion,
October 8th.—Near New Hope church. Lay still all day. Seventh
Pennsylvania went on reconnoissance toward Van Wert. The enemy appeared to be concentrating there.
We are encamped on the battle-field of New Hope church. The engagement took place the 26th of last May, between Hooker's corps, and the
enemy. Between the two lines of works, the firing was the hottest and most
destructive I ever saw ; for nearly every tree is killed by huUets alone. In
one tree, I counted one hundred and fifty-seven bullet holes ; in another,
one hundred and thirty-three, and in a third one hundred and one ; in the
first tree one hundred and thirty holes were within six feet of the ground.
From some small trees, every branch is swept, and the trunk remaining,
looks about like a broom. Bullets and grape shot can be picked up by the
handful.
October 9th.—Did not move. The Fourth Michigan went to within two
miles of Van Wert. Two regiments of rebel cavalry were there. The
main army has gone to Cedartown.
October 10th.—At 6^, A. M., our division moved; the First brigade in
rear. Our destination is said to be Stilesboro' Passed through Burnt
Hickory, and had commenced to go into camp about three miles from Stilesboro', when we received orders from General Sherman, at Cartersville, to
move on to Rome, along the south side of the Etowah, and see what we
could there.
We bivouacked between the Raccoon and another small creek until 10
o'clock, p. M., when we started Romeward. Marched for the remainder of
the night, and about 6, A. M., when within nine miles of Rome, ran on to
the rebel pickets. Distance marched thirty miles; skirmished and drove
them back. One of Wilder's men killed. The whole rebel army is reported to be south of Rome, near it.
After remaining quiet for an hour or two. General Gerrard determined to
go to Rome by a road near the river. At 12 we started; marched about
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l'i)iirtecn niili's, when a little before dark reached Rome. The road we travcK'd ran through ravines and by-ways, and had we been attat'keil at some
i.laees by five hundred men, we would have been badly rouleil .and ruined.
W e all breatlied freer when we came into the open country near Rome.
BiMniackeil iin the south fide of the Etowah.
(hi liber i^-'M.—Near Rome. Received orders to march at 8..10, A . M.
Gloved out. It wius intended that our division should go to Farmer's
bridge, over the Arniuelu'c creek, where Wheeler is reported to be with his
cavalry, but we had just passed through Rome, having crosseii the Etowah
and Ostanaula rivers, and were forming on the west bank of the latter when
the rebels attacked our picket.s on the Coosaville roiwl, about a quarter of a
mile from where we were. Their scouts, too, could be seen on the hills
watching us. Our brigade, having the advance, was sent to see who they
were and drive them back. Out we went, and found they were too strong
for us to attack them mounted, they being in their old breiust-works. Our
line was first formed. Fourth United States on right, Fourth Michigan, center. Seventh Pennsylvania, left.
We dismounted in the same order and commenced skinnishing. T h e rebels were in numbers at least four to our one, we having not more than three
hundred men. Their line extended clear beyond our flanks. We sent word
to that effect bach to General Gerrard, and he, not being informed how few
we were, said " h e would send forwanl some men who wouhl fight." This
our men heard of, and they started forward and drove out of the works two
rebel brigades—Harrison's and Armcstead's. On we went over the hill, the
field before us was filled with dismounted cavalry and horses in confusion.
W e had set them flying. H a d we been mounted then and charged, we could
have captured many horses and prisoners.
Shortly after. Long's brigade mounted, and Wilder's dismounted, came up
and charged. I n a moment the rebels opened with artillery. W e expected
to see the Second (Long's) brigade, bring it back with them, but they returned without it.
The-command was then formed in t h e breast-works, (having been r e called,) and the Seventh Pennsylvania and F o u r t h Michigan sent o u t to
sec where the rebels had gone to. W e pushed o u t about t w o and a half
miles, where we found them strongly po.ited on a hill, behind raU barricades. We exchanged a few shots and the rebels fired a half dozen shells
at U.S without any damage. I returned to General Gerrard and reported the
condition of affairs. I t then being .^JO late, he concluded to do nothing
more that night. W e returned and went into camp on the Summerville
road. All niLcht were disturbed by rebels firing on our pickets.
At &J, A. M., Thursday, October 13th, w e went o u t again, leaving all
wa^'otis and pack-mules behind; tlie .•Second brigade in advaiici'j Wilder's
next, and ours l.tst. The enemy were found where we left them l:Lst night.
Long's and Wilder's men were dismounted and drove them out of their
rail barricades. Soon word was sent back for us to come to the frcmt and
prejjarc for a charge. W e trotted out, and arriving there, found Wilder's
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men in hne on the right, with a regiment of them on the left of the road.
Long's men were on the left of Wilder's. About twenty mounted men
were on each flank.
All then moved forward, we in column of fours in tfte center. As we
arrived at the top of the hill in sight of the rebels, they opened on us with
their artillery. Their fire was directed at the Une on the right of the road.
We moved at a walk about one third of a mile, when we were ordered to
charge I Away we went with the most infernal yelhng and cheering, the
Seventh Pennsylvania in the advance, Lieutenant Fisk commanding the
advance guard. Before we started, the artillery had fired at us a half dozen
times. It blazed away once more, when Fisk and his men rode on to the
battery and had it in their possession; having cut down and captured the
gunners.
I, with a party of about one hundred and fifty men from all the regiments, had turned into a field in pursuit of a crowd of rebels—the field appeared to be filled with them—we shot and cut I We drove them into the
woods on the opposite side of the field and kept on after them. They
scattered, and so did we. Captain Van Antwerp, Lieutenant Bedtelyon,
(Fourth Michigan,) and I, with about a dozen men from their regiments,
then struck to the left for the purpose of reaching the river road. After
riding about a mile, we arrived at it and found ourselves just in the rear of
the rebel column. They were on the full run. We gave another whoop
and started for them, which had the effect of accelerating their speed. We
chased them about a mile and a half, shooting into their rear, and cutting
them down with sabers. I used a pistol only. They were badly demoraUzed. There must have been four hundred that we could see in the road
in front of us. About every one of our men pulled his prisoner out of the
crowd. We did not think it prudent to go any further, so halted, as if they
had turned they could have captured our little squad very easily. We did
not know where we were, or how far from our command.
It afterwards turned out that we were two and a half miles in front of
any of them. We turned around and were riding slowly back, when we
met Captain Dartt, with about seventy of the Seventh Pennsylvania coming forward (Van Antwerp having gone back to General Gerrard and told
him that we wanted more men.) We then moved forward again and found
that the rebels were where we had left them. We again made a charge
and ran them through Crossville about three miles ; there, we having become very much scattered, they turned on us and drove us back across a
small creek. (Majors Jennings and Andress, Seventh Pennsylvania, had
come up before making the last charge.) On a slight elevation, we, then
numbering about sixteen, had very suddenly to form a line and receive
them. We did so, and when they made their appearance at the creek,
gave them such a volley that they were effectually checked. In a few
minutes Captain Eldridge, with some thirty of the Fourth Michigan, came
up and in we went again. On we went over the hill on the opposite side
of the creek; the rebels gave us a blizzard and turned tail. Among others,
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Cajitain Pottcr'.s lior>c wa.s .shot in the forehead and fell d«a.i
Wc chased
them to the place where the road fork.s, one brancli, or hne, troiiig down
the river bank, and the other to Millville. The most of tlie rcl-eU w e n t
down the latter road. Eldridge remained at the fork to prevent tlie rebs
coming back on us, while Captain (Ireeno and I, and about a dozen men,
went dt>\vii the road over three miles, having learned that a wagon train
had goiu' that way. Couldn't find it, only a few wagons had passed an
hour liefore. Found a few of the rel)el.s there, whom we sent flying.
Xcar Mi.ssionary station turned back, the horses bi'liig nearly used up.
(In our return, Greeno and I went to the place where the rebels cross^ed the
Coosa, Tuesday, on their pontoons. It was about three fourths of a mile
below Coosaville. Pontoons all gone. They had taken them with them.
-Vt the forks of the road, found Andress with more men. All then returned to camp of last night.
AVe had done well. We had totally routed and scattered two brigades
of rebel cavalry, (sixteen hundred men, the prisoners say,) captured two
pieces of artillery, about seventy prisoners, (which provost marshal turned
in,) must have killed one hundred and twenty-five, if not m o r e ; destroyed
over two hundred stand of .small arms. One stand of colors was picked
up by Wilder's men. The ground was covered for miles with hats, coats,
blankets, guns, &c., &c. I myself charged at least twelve miles. The
Fourth regular.s nearly all struck a road running to the right and drove the
rebcl.s in confusion about twelve miles. W e lost only one Seventh Penn.sylvania killed and two wounded. Captain Mauck, and one Fourth United
States wounded.
Friday, October I4.—At 6.30, A. M., again started with everything.
Crossed the Tistenaula, passed through Rome, and started for Resaca. The
Twenty-third corps was just moving out, and the road being filled with infantry and trains, we were obUged to go by by-ways. The Fourth and
Fourteenth corps had passed on during the night. The rebel army reported
to be at Resaca. Our loss yesterday is reported : Fourth United States,
one officer, t w o men, wounded. Seventh Pennsylvania, one man killed,
four wounded, and twenty-seven horses killed."
*
»
»

In explanation of any discrepancies between the text
and the extracts from Colonel B u m s ' s diary, it will be
remembered that the former is made up from statements
of the officers and men of the regments, while the latter
is the movements, positions, and doings of the brigade
head-quarters,
Tlie diAision followed the rebel army closely, hugging
its rear and making daily captures of men and wagons ;
marching through Kingston, Adairsville, and Resaca, then
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to Summerville, as far as G-alesville, Alabama. Near that
place, on Little creek, on the 20th of October, the Fourth
Michigan engaged Wheeler, drove him five miles, killing
some twelve or fifteen men and two lieutenants.
The pursuit of Hood's army here stopped, and the brigade remained until the 26th, when the Fourth United
States proceeded, under orders, to report to Ceneral Wilson at Nashville, Tennessee. The Seventh Pennsylvania
and Fourth Michigan turned their horses over to Wilder's
brigade, and the old First brigade. Second cavalry division, was broken up.
At Rome, Georgia, on the 31st of October, the whole
division turned their horses over to Kilpatrick's division,
and proceeded by rail to Louisville, Kentucky, for a remount, while Kilpatrick, with his and the First division,
reporting to Greneral Sherman, started on the great march
to the sea. Good-by to our brave, fighting, little hot-spur
Kilpatrick ; for, though you used up our horses and men
rapidly, we always liked to be with you better than we
did Avith our OAvn more cautious, but equally brave, general. Your name, carved where you wrote it Avith your
saber's point on the pages of your country's history, will
ever be revered by all who love the daring, the brave, and
dashing in the field of conflict.

CHAPTER XXIV.
1864.
THE DisMoisTKii MFK—COLONEL I^IIES IN COMMANH AT COHTMBIA, TENNESSEK—BL'ILUING ."^TocKAnEs—DOING GAI{1!ISON D U T Y — G T A R D I N O RAILHOADS
—FORREST'S RAIU—AVUEELER'S R A I D — B A T T L E AND C A P T I R E OK .VTIIKNS.
ALABAMA—HOOD'.S AHVANCE—FORREST C A P T I U I S SULPHUR SPRINO.S—SURHKNnKR OF LIKITKNANT NIXON—(JALI.ANT DEFENSE OF CAPTAIN

LONG—

FEAKLK.'SS CONDUCT OF CORPORAL CHARLES BECKFORD, FOURTH MICHIGAN
CAVALRV.

" Rally, men and brother.s, rally!
'Tis the time for you and m e ;
AA'e will stand by one another
'Round the standard of the free."
—Anon.

B R I E F account of t h e services of the dismounted men, Avho, in t h e progress of the
campaign, had been sent back to Columbia,
Tennessee, is UOAV proper.
On t h e 1st of June, Colonel Sipes, of the Seventh Pennsylvania, Avas, hy orders of General Sherman, directed to
proceed to Columbia, Tennessee, and take command of all
the dismounted men belonging to the division. The men
having retained their arms—carbines and pistols—were h\
Colonel Sipes placed on duty, building forts and stockades, and doing garrison d u t y in the numerous blockhouses, erected for the protection of the railroad from
Decatur, Alabama, to Franklin, Tennessee.
Colonel
Sipes established his head-quarters at Columbia, Tennessee. During the summer, the d u t y of the guards and detachments was very light, and .some degree of carelessness
becoming ajiparent, in the capture of a dffense near
(384)
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Athens, Alabama, very stringent orders were issued, and
a notice, printed by the order of the general commanding
the district, was posted up in every fort and block-house,
to the effect that the position, men, or arms Avas not to
be surrendered in any case, under penalty of the officer
in command being dishonorably and summarily dismissed
the military service of the United States, with the loss of
all pay and allowance due.
On the 14th of September, General AVheeler directed
that the scattered rebel detachments and out-posts in
north Georgia, Alabama, and Mississippi be gathered
into one body, to operate against Sherman's lines of communications in Tennessee. Accordingly, a force of several
thousand moved against and captured several blockhouses on the Huntsville road. In one of the blockhouses attacked by this force, twenty-three men of the
Fourth Michigan, only seventeen of whom were armed
Avith Spencer carbines, und.er the command of Corporal
Charles Beckford, was stationed. The rebels, advancing
on the 14th, suddenly surrounded the position ; and, resorting to their usual tactics of "bluff," sent a flag of
truce to the corporal, demanding the surrender of the
house and garrison, under penalty of a general massacre
if the demand was not acceded to, and stating that " General Wheeler is present with eight thousand men and three
pieces of a r t i l l e r y " The brav^e corporal refused to surrender, or hold any further parley Whereupon, they
ox^ened on him with their artillery, and for five hours and
a half continued to shell the position. They at one time
ran their guns up to within ten rods of the works, but
were forced to retire. By careful and accurate firing, this
little band compelled the rebel gunner's to change the
position of their guns seven different times, and finally
forced them to retreat, Avitli the loss of eight men killed
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and sixty wounded, and Avithout getting piossession of the
works. The gallant corporal was honorably mentioned by
name in "general orders," and promoted to a full lieutenantcy " for especial gallantry in the field."
Following the Wheeler demonstration, FoiTest, who Avas
commander-in-chief of all the rebel cavalry in the Department of the Mississippi, crossed the Tennessee river at
Bainbridge and Florence, Alabama, about the 21st of
September, and concentrating all the scattered detachments of Wheeler, Rhodny, and other of the rebel predatory bands, moved against the Union forces at Athens,
Alabama, and, after a short skirmish, induced the commander. Colonel Campbell, to surrender, Avith several
pieces of artillery and one thousand nine hundred men,
and all his small arms and ammunition. Thus equipped
with excellent arms, and his offensive power augmented
b y six pieces of artillery, all Avhich he gained in the surrender of Athens, Forrest, moved northward towards
Columbia and Franklin.
Avoiding the more strongly garrisoned jxisitions of
Pulaski and Columbia, Forrest made a Avide circuit by
Avay of Lewisburg, after capturing the Sulphur Spring
fort and block-houses, and crossing Duck river, on the
1st of October, SAvooped doAvn on the Columbia and Nashville railroad, captured twenty-five men, with a lieutenant,
of the Seventh Pennsylvania, on d u t y at the wood-yard
and saw-mill, who, being unprotected by works of any
kind, could not make any effective resistance. After
burning the wood-yard and saw-mill, Forrest moA-ed to
attack the bridge and trestle, about three miles to The
south. The two bridges and long trestle works were defended by six strong block-houses, so located that while
fully commanding the bridges and approaclies, they could
not be reached by artillery, without the guns being
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brought within musket or carbine range of the defenders.
The position, being deemed one of the most important
along the road, was held by a detachment over two hundred strong, and two commissioned officers from the
Seventh Pennsylvania. Lieutenant Edward F, Nixon, of
company E, was in command of the whole force, with
head-quarters at the south end of the long trestle, with
Lieutenant Jones F Long at the north end, about a mile
distant, while a detachment of sixty-four men, commanded
by a sergeant of company E, defended the most northern
of the series of bridges.
Forrest first struck the position held by the sergeant,
and, after a little skirmishing, sent in a demand for the
immediate surrender of the block-houses and garrisons.
The sergeant refused, but while negotiations were in progress, Forrest worked two pieces of artillery up a ravine
until they commanded the work. The sergeant saw what
he was about, and quietly detailing the proper number of
men for the duty, placed them on the side next the artillery, with orders to take deliberate aim and bring down
every man at the guns the moment the truce ended and
the gunners made any attempt to fire. For a short time
after the "flag" returned, the rebels kept up a noisy
skirmishing all around, for the purpose of rendering the
effect of their artillery fire the greater. The sergeant,
now seeing them ready to use their guns, ordered the detail to fire. The surprise was on the other side, as every
man at the pieces was brought down at the first volley.
Forrest made repeated efforts to get the guns away, but
his men were shot down as fast as they appeared. The
sergeant and twenty-five men had not only repulsed the
whole of Forrest's command, but had fairly gotten two
of his guns!
Forrest now moved southward to the south end of the
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trestle, and, surrounding Lieutenant Nixon, skinnished
for over an hour, but Avas easily repulsed and kept at
liay Finding himself foiled, he determined to xday on
Nixon the same trick he had, a few days before, worked
so successfully on Colonel Camjibell, at Athens. Sending in ;i flag of truce, Avith a demtind for the immediate
suinmder of the works and gjin-ison, he added a threat
that in the event of his having to storm the works the
fate of the garrison of Fort Pillow would be theirs. He
also stated that he had a force of infantry, cavalry, and
tutillery, aggregating ten thousand men; t h a t all the
blockhouses from Franklin to that point were in his possession; in short, that he Avas present Avith an army of
occujiancy, and not a mere raiding party. Nixon refused to surrender, but was evidently too much impressed
Avith the responsibility of his position. The men under
his command were largely his neighbors, relatives, and
intimate friends at home—many of them with families
dependent on them—and it seemed to him much like
signing their death warrant to refuse quarter and expose
them to nithless butchery in case the position was carried. He was particularly impressed, too, Avith the statement made, that all the other block-houses were captured.
After a time, he sent out a flag, asking to be convinced of
the latter fact by being shoAvn some of the captured officers. Fori'est sent the lieutenant who had been captured at the saw-mill, but Nixon knew the lieutenant
was not in command of a block-house, and so stated,
Forrest ordered the lieutenant to repeat a statement to
the effect that all the houses had surrendered, Avhich he
refused to do, but agreed to state that the rebels had
boasted in his presence that they had so captured them,
&c. Forrest now invited Nixon to come out, and, by actual observation, convince himself of the overwhelming
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force at Jiaud. This JNixoii agreed to do, and, eiiteiiiig
tile I'cliel lilies, was actually riiriiished by l-'oircst with a
horse, saddled and bridled, with which to mak(i a ivvie-w
of the rebel force. W h a t then occurred is thus <!''scribed by the historian of '' Forrt^st and His Cavalry :"'
"Forrest, in anticipation ol' this visit, had dismounted
a part of his command, formed them ;is infantry, and directing them to so maneuver that Nixon, in passing along
the line, would ' review' the same men many times, thus
impressing him with their formidable numbers; then
nu uniting them, and passing them in a circuit around
some hills, convince him of the large number of cavalry
After whicli Forrest and the Federal officer rode to another part of the field to ' see the artillery ' This he
adroitly shifted from one position to another, until he
made his tAvo guns do duty for two full batteries, and the
' review' was completed. Forrest, besides this, urged
that he had the means of reducing the position and destroying the garrison without using any of these formidable forces, and calling for an officer, bade him bring from
his ordnance stores a bottle of ' Greek fire.' This being
1 u'ought. Forrest threw it over a green stump near by,
and taking fire, appeared instantly to envelop^ the whole
in liames ! The men now began cheering the ' Greek fire,'
when Forrest, not wishing the officer to scan too closely
the effect^ remarked that they had better be going, as his
men Avere l)ecoiuing restless, and if the lieutenant delayed
too long inside his lines he might not be able to control
tliHiu, and woulil not be answerable for the consequenci\sI''
Nixon ri'turned to the block-house, and, after conferrinic with liis men and subordinate officers, finally hoisted
tilt' wliite liag and surrendered, not only his own garrison,
luir all ilie blockdiouses and forces under his direct and
indirect command. This, of course, included the ser-
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grant and garri.son at the northern bridge Avho had made
so succ(>ssful a defense a few hours before. AVhen informed by Forrest that he had been surrendered, he refused to believe it—refused to be bound by the surrender of Nixon, even when convinced of the fact, and
not until the lieutenant came forward with Forrest, and
ortlered him peremptorily out of the block-house, Avould
this brave subaltern submit, and even then declaring that
if he knew he dare disobey orders he would not suiTender, nor could he be taken.
The result of this unfortunate affair was the surrender
of thri'e commissioned officers and one hundred and sixty-five men; the destruction of three bridges and nearly
a mile of trestle work, badly crippling the road, and placing all the forces between that point and the Tennessee
river in jeopardy
The extreme penalty prescribed in the " o r d e r s " of the
department commander was visited on the unfortunate
Nixon. He was, while yet a prisoner, and without trial,
or notice of the proceedings being had, and Avithout being
able or having any opportunity of making any defense
or statement in extenuation, summarily dishonorably dismissed the service of the United States, with the loss of
all pay and allowances due, even though that covered
jiay for over a year of previous honorable and faithful services. The action was harsh and unjust, but all efforts
made during his life-time to have the injustice remedied
and obtain a fair trial failed, and he died a fcAv years ago
with the stigma upon him. The author was not personally actjuainted with this unfortunate young man and
hence cannot be thought to have any bias in his favor,
but from a full investigation of the facts, and ])articularly from the rebel statements made, believes that there
was no element of jiersonal cowardice in the cas,>, but
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that the young man, only then about twenty-tAvo years of
age, allowed the resiionsibility of deciding the possible
fate of a large number of his friends and neighbors to
have undue weight, and led him into the fatal mistake of
visiting Forrest's lines. The united statenuuit of all
Nixon s comrades is that he was personally a brave man.
Forrest next moved on Long's two garrisons, with a
demand for their surrender, and a statement that he was
included in the surrender of Nixon. But Long not only
refused to surrender, or hold any parley with, or visit
Forrest's lines, but threatened, and actually did fire on
his flag of truce, under cover of which Forrest was trying
to gain a position of advantage. The enemy, however,
succeeded during the night in setting fire to the bridge,
but the fire was extinguished without doing much damage. Forrest withdrew from the vicinity, swearing
roundly at the " Dutchman " who did not know enough
to obey the orders of his superior officer ! After playing
some more " t r i c k s " on officers and men of other commands along the line, he retreated across the Tennessee
about the Tth of October.
On the 25th of October, the detachments from Columbia and other points were relicA^ed, and proceeding to
Nashville, met the other portions of the division, and with
them proceeded to Louisville for a " r e m o u n t . " The
list of casualties in the series of encounters will be found
in the general appendix.
The following letter, from Major Joseph Hedges, of the
Fourth United States, commanding that regiment, Avhile
on duty at General Wilson's head-quarters, was received
too late to be incoi'porated in the text, and is, therefore,
here inserted as written :
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<f the Fourth
United States Cavalry in
Battle of I^^asJirille—Pursuit
of Hood, de

the

Xow, to Come down to the battle of Nashville, which took pliM?e about
the l.')th of Dicciiiber, 1664. Our regiment WIL-J acting singly, reporting
directly to Gem-nil J. II. AVilsou. cliief of cavalry before the battle. We
first were encamjicd on tho river above the city. Then, a day or two before
the battle commenced, we moved to the west side of the city, and all the
cavalry were on the right flank of our army. AVe moved out with the rest
of the line early in the morninj; of the first day's fight, but did not get engaged that day, but in the evening wc took a part in capturing a redoubt,
or little fortification, on a hill, by getting around in the rear of it. Our
simple part in the engagement was after the enemy had all .started on retreat. I think it was the evening of the first day. AVhen near Franklin, we came up on the brow of a hill, and General Wilson, being out
on the skirnii.sh line, with our regiment just behind him, discovered in front
what appeared to be a line of troops, and supposing them to be our own
men (General Richard W Johnson's division), wliich had advanced by another road, pave me an order (I being in command of the Fourth cavalry)
to take the regiment and go down the pike, and see w h o they were, fust
as I received the order, a battery of artillery opened on our column standing on the pike in fours, and the general and his staff on the hill at the left
of tho pike. I was satisfied that it was not our men, as our friends did not
often .salute us in that way. So, to make the mark less conspicuous, and
save my men as much as possible, I placed the column in hne of battle on
the right side of the pike, and had no sooner got them in line, when General
AiVilson shouted to me to take my regiment, and go down the pike, and
charge the line, which was then formed, supporting the battery. I moved
out of the field by fours into the pike, and started at a gallop, with drawn
sabers and revolvers—the first company sabers, and the balance revolvers.
AVe rode right into their lines. The guns were limbered up, and started
about the time we reached them. AVe killed a good many of their gunners
and horses, and for a few moments it was a very hot place. The enemy
had two lines of infantry, about t w o hundred yards apart, extending on
both sides of the pike, and the guns, four, on the pike. There were, perhaps, not over forty of our men who pot inside of their first lino. The infantry fire went over the heads of the front of the column, but the rear
caught it and was repulsed. I wa-s asked by a mounted officer to surrender, and being almost alone, and surrounded by scores of the enemy, I threw
down my s.iber on the ground, but just then one of my men placed the
muzzle of his revolver at the head of the officer, who had demanded my
surrender. His attention W;LS ^\•ithdrawn from me, and I saw a gap in the
fence, spurred my horse over into the field, and riding out pi-ettv rapidlv,
soon arrived at the extreme end of their flankers. I piLssi-d some of the
skirmishers (if the eiiemyj and saiip out to them to fall b.iek, as the Yanks
Were advaiicinp, and this they proceeded to do, while I rode out beyond
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their hues and into ours safely. Two or three of my men followed me.
The evening was very dark and wet, about sundown, when the charge
was made, and we all had on talmas, and I lost my hat in the charge, and
was covered with mud. AVe lost (killed, wounded, and missing) about
thirty. Lieutenant Fitzgerald's horse fell with him, and he was hurt on the
knee, either from the shell of the enemy, or from the falling of his horse,
and died in a short time from the effects of the injury. Some fifteen or
twenty of the men were captured, and marched all the way to the Tennessee on foot, and were not exchanged until the war closed.
AVhen we had passed through Pulaski, following the enemy retreating,
we had another engagement, in which our regiment took a part. We were
going through a narrow defile, and were marching along in column, with
but a very thin skirmish line along in front, and flanks on the top of the
hills on either side of the road, when the enemy opened a gun upon the
head of our column from an ambush, not over one hundred yards in front
of us; the first shell took off the doctor's leg, who was the surgeon of Lieutenant Smith's regular battery. I don't know his name, but I can distinctly see him now as he fell off his horse, and hobbled across the road to
a httle log cabin, and crawled under it to get in a place of safety. He was
not over ten feet from me when the shell struck him. It came so suddenly
and unexpectedly that it threw the general's staff into confusion, and as it
was no place for the cavalry to operate mounted, I gave the command to
dismount to fight, and by the time we got dismounted, the enemy charged
down the hill, and took one of Lieutenant Smith's guns, which had been out
beyond the support. The enemy were then in our rear. So we fell back,
getting our lead horses over the hill, and, I think, did not loose any of our
men, or horses, but waited until more of the cavalry came up, when the
enemy evacuated their strong position and continued the retreat to the Tennessee river, where we followed them, but did not overtake them again.
Just before they made their last stand, we were pressing them so hard that
they abandoned some twenty-five wagons of ammunition, and set fire to
them. I forgot to say that we got the four guns which we charged
near Franklin. The guns and horses were so disabled that they left
them, as it was then dark, and they had crossed the creek. I suppose
they intended to go back after them, as they kept up firing for a long time
after dark, but we went over the creek and got them. General Hatch using
some of his artillery horses to haul them back. There are many anecdotes
and incidents that happened, if I had time, I might relate. One which
seemed very funny at the time I will tell you. It was at Rosswell,
Georgia, when we forded the Chattahoochee river, you will recollect
about daylight, one July morning, on foot, leaving our horses on this side.
AVe went a little out from the river, and to the right of the road, and commenced piling up rails, forming a kind of a breast-work, to protect ourselves
in case we were attacked in force. Our quartermaster. Lieutenant John
Lee, came over soon after, on his horse, to see what we were doing, but
riding out on the road, he missed us, and going out some mile or more, and
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not finding us, he thought it ]>rudent to inquire at a hou.se if any Federal troops had passed, and getting an answer that no Federal, but some
Confederates, had, lie started on a gallop back towards the river, when he
soon n u t a troojier, ooniinp at a gallop, going in the oppo.siie direction, w h o
proved to be a Confederate, but both were so surprised at the situation that
each one, as they met and pa.s.sed, ejaculated ''hallo," and galloped on, each
in the opposite direction. Lee related the incident, and it was so amusing
then and there that he was never lUlowed to forget it ever afterwards. As
lie was quartermaster, and a non-combatant, it was certainly a good joke
on him. A lieutenant*, who had just been promoted from first sergeant of
" L " comjiany, wa.s killed on a midnight raid we made out of Murfreesboro,'
under (ieneral Turchin, where we charged into a rebel camp just as reveille
was sounding. I can't think of the lieutenant's name, but he was a brave
and gallant fellow, and the incidents and circumstance of his death should
be mentioned.
I forgot to mention that Mclntyre went on leave after the battle of Lookout mountain, and hence Bowman became commander during the Oklooma
raid. Lohomudcn died at Pulaski about New Year's day, 1864, and was
buried tliere. Ilealy was killed. Fitzgerald was killed. Sulhvan was so
badly wounded in the raid around Atlanta that he never joined the regiment afterwards.
Truly yours,
Jos. S. HfinoES,
Late Captain Fourth Cavalry and Brevet Major.
•"Lieutenant F. C. AA'ood (?). See appendix.

Re-organization
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On the 16th of November, 1864, while at Louisville,
Kentucky, the cavalry in the department of the Mississippi was organized for the ensuing campaign, Avith Major
General Joseph Wilson in chief command. Our division
was now designated the " Second Division Cavalry Corps,
Military Division of the Mississippi," Brigadier General
Eli Long, commanding. The First brigade, (Wilder's
old brigade,) commanded by Colonel A. O. Miller, consisting of the Seventeenth Indiana, SeA-enty-.second Indiana, Ninety-eighth Illinois, and the One Hundred and
Twenty-third Illinois. The Second brigade, commanded
by Colonel R, II. G. Minty. consistim; of the Seventh
Pennsylvania, the Fourth Michigan, and First, Second,
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Third, and Fourth Ohio. The field and staff of this brigade included the following officers :
Colonel R. H. G. Minty, Fourth Michigan, commanding.
Major Robert Burns, Fourth Michigan, Acting Assistant Adjutant General.
Captain R. M. McCormick, Seventh Pennsylvania, Inspector.
Captain B. Fish, Third Ohio, Provost Marshal.
Major J. L. Sherk, Seventh Pennsylvania, Surgeon.
Lieutenant G M. Landon, Fourth Michigan, Acting
Commissary Subsistance.
Lieutenant J. S. Pugsley, Fourth Michigan, Acting
Assistant Quartermaster.
Lieutenant William G. Sander, First Ohio, Aid-deCamp.
Lieutenant H. S. Heywood, Fourth Michigan, Topograjihical Engineer.
The campaign of 1864, now closed, had thrown Minty's
brigade from Nashville, Tennessee, to McDonough, Georgia, thence on its return by way of Gladson, Alabama, to
Little river ; making a mounted march of the brigade
head-quarters of over one thousand eight hundred miles,
while the various movements of the regiments compelled
each to march from two thousand three hundred to two
thousand five hundred miles ! It had captured ten pieces
of artillery, and taken and turned in over nine thousand
prisoners ! Had killed of the enemy, in the field, nine
hundred and forty-five, or nearly two hundred more than
its effective force ! Had inflicted a loss to the enemy in
killed, Avounded, and captured of twelve thousand, and
had been engaged in fifty-two battles, besides almost daily
skirmishes. Two of its regiments had twice charged
mounted, and with the saber alone captured hostile bat-
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teries, by riding iu column directly into the teeth of the
guns ; and each of its regiments had three times rode,
stiber in hand, upon the bayonets of serried lines of infantry, broken them to atoms, and cut them to jiieces '
It now .saw the campaign of 1805 opening Avith a determination of, in one short decisive sweep through the
yet unoccupied portions of the rebel States, driving finally
from the field the last of the broken fragments of the
much vaunted rebel forces.
The division being at Louisville, Kentucky, for the
purpose of receiving a remount of horses, the advance of
Hood's army to Nashville created such a demand for
animals, and increased the urgency for it to take the field,
to su(;h a degree that it was deemed unwise to await the
circumlocution of contractors, disbursing officers, quartermasters' requisitions and vouchers; and, a^ the manner
in which " r e d t a p e " was cut by it, forms a striking instance of how, " i n the presence of war the laws are
silent." the narrative of
How

AVE G O T OUR HORSES

is inserted in the graphic language of a participant:
" D o n ' t forget," wrote the officer to the author, " t o notice the impressment of horses which took place in Louisville, and which, if it had happened earlier in the Avar,
would have driven Kentucky into rebellion,"
" D u r i n g the evening of December 7, 1864, we received
orders from General Long to pen and seize all the horses
in the city of Louisville. Very early on the morning of
the 8th, the Fourth Michigan was sent out to picket cAery
road leading into the city, Avith orders to allow all horses
and Avap)ns to iiass through into town, but to permit not
one to go out. The Third Ohio and Seventh Pennsylvania
were then oi'dered into the city, Avith directions to seize
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every serviceable horse they could lay their hands on,
and bring them to our camp.
" When the citizens found out what was going on, they
were ' in a piece of mind' about it, and attempted to hide
all the good horses they could. Horses were taken out
of stables, street-cars, wagons, and busses; and in the afternoon they were found in cellars, parlors, garrets, and
all sorts of out-of-the-way places, where the owners had
'hidden them. When they attempted to run them out of
town, they were stopped by the Fourth Michigan. The
impressment was kept up during the 8th and 9th.
'' One naughty Seventh Pennsylvania sergeant seized the
beautiful carriage horses of a well-known resident of
Green street—one whose name during the war was as
well known in Louisville as that of General Grant or
General Rosecrans—but, yielding to her tears and entreaties, and the persuasive power of one hundred dollars in greenbacks, paid in hand, he left them where he
found them—in her parlor. Shortly afterward, meeting
a sergeant of the Third Ohio, on similar business intent,
he informed him where the horses were concealed, and
the hard-hearted Ohioan soon gathered them in! I recollect the adjutant of the Third Ohio used to ride one of
them on our march through Kentucky and Tennessee.
When the impressment was completed, we had some of
the most valuable horses in Kentucky tied to our picket
lines.
" For the first day or two, the owners used to come to
brigade head-quarters with all sorts of reasons for returning the animals to them, but it could not be done.
Then they sent their wives and daughters, who besought
us, with tears, to return the horse, ' which had been in
the family for fifteen years ! The one which poor papa
gave me when I was a little girl, and which is good for
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nothing except lor a lady !' kc.
Colonel Minty generally referred them to Dixon or to me, and we had to steel
our hearts in order to prevent their stealing them back."
A large number of recruits Avere^sent to the different
regiments, and arrived during this time. The Seventh
Pennsylvania, being in great favor, was filled to the maximum, and had nearly two hundred men surplus, who
Avere carried on the rolls as " unassigned." Among these
recruits of this regiment Avas a sort of polished rough*
from Philadelphia, AVIIO was continually "pulled i n " by
the provost guard. He Avas sometimes discovered dressed
as a citizen, sometimes as a private, and ag-ain as an officer. One night, or rather morning, he AA-as discovered
down town as a full-fledged lieutenant colonel. Being
brought, the next morning, before Lieutenant Colonel
Seibert, then commanding the regiment, he (Seibert)
asked him where he got that coat.* " I bought it in Phildelphia," was answered. "Guard," called out Seibert,
" take that coat from him and lay it on that fire," pointing to a fire in front of his quarters. The guard did so,
and a smell of burning Avoolen was soon Avafted over the
camp. At the hour of "dress parade," Lieutenant Colonel Seibert went to his tent to get his dress coat, but no
dress coat was there. It then daAvned on his mind that a
fifty-dollar lieutenant colonel's dress coat,shoulder-straps,
and all, had that morning been burned, by his order, in
front of his quarters. The colonel swore, and the field
and staff laughed at him for months.
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DOUGLASS ALEX. MURRAY,
L T . COLONEL T H I R D O H I O CAVALRY.

CHAPTER XXV
THE SECOND BRIGADE.
ORGANIZATIOK OF THE FOURTH OHIO—CAPTURE OP BOWLING G R E E N — S U R RENDER OF NASHVILLE — W I L D
HUNTSVILLE,

CHASE AFTER MORGAN — CAPTURE OF

ALABAMA — REPORTS OF COLONEL KENNETT, F I R S T

OHIO

CAVALRY—LEBANON, KENTUCKY—FORT DONALDSON—PITTSBURG LANDING
—CORINTH, MISSISSIPPI—THIRD OHIO CAVALRY—ADVANCE ON SAVANNAH
— F I G H T AT LAWRENCEBURG, TENNESSEE.

" One foot in the stirrup,
One hand on the mane,
One glance at the flag floating there;
Then firm in the saddle.
And loosen'd the rein,
And the sword-blade gleams b a r e . "

|HE following summary of the operations of the
Second brigade. Second Cavalry division, commanded by Colonel Eli Long, not being included and coA'^ering periods while it was operating independently 01 the division, is here inserted, in order that
the history may be brought up to the close of the campaign. The author only regrets that the narrative is not
as full as the services of these gallant men deserve.
Every effort was made to procure the full name and rank
of the officers and men engaging in the arduous services
here so briefly summarized, but owing to the impossibility of obtaining full copies of Colonel Long's reports in
time for insertion, he had to content himself with the
materia], furnished.
THE FOURTH OHIO CAVALRY.

The Fourth Ohio cavalry was organized at Camp Gauley, Cincinnati, Ohio, under Colonel John Kennett, in
(899)
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August, 1861, upon authority of General Fremont, commanding the department. In this camp it Avas equipped,
mounted, drilled, and armed with indifferent revolvers
and sabers, one company i^C) receiving, in addition, Colt's
revolving rifles.
On the 2;kl of NoA'ember, it moved to Camj^ Dennison,
Avith one thousand and seA-enty men. On the 6th of December, it embarked, by river, for Jeffersonville, Indiana,
and on the 27tli, crossed into Kentucky and marched to
Bacon creek, as part of the Third diAdsion, commanded
by General O. M. Mitchell. W i t h Loomis' battery, it
led the adA'ance of Mitchell's division on Bowling Green,
Kentucky, caijturing, at that place, a train Avith a large
amount of supplies. Continuing at the head of the col
umn, it led the advance on Nashville, Tennessee, and on
the 23d of February, 1862, received from the mayor the
surrender of the city. It Avas immediately ordered to
the front, and went into camp on the Murfreesboro' pike,
eight miles beyond the outpost.
On the 8th of March, the regimental supply train was
captured, between the camp and the city, by J o h n Morgan. The report of this mishap was received by an orderly from General Mitchell's head-quarters, Avho rode
into camp about 3, p. M., just as the colonel AA^S getting
a company ready to start out to h u n t up a body of rebels
supposed to be in the neighborhood. The orderly reported, with considerable excitement, that J o h n Morgan
had captured the Avagon train, loaded Avith supplies;
burned the wagons, and taken off teamsters, horses, and
mules. And this only a mile from camp ! Colonel Kennett immediately ordered, " C o m p a n y C, turn out AAdth
your rifles,'" This seemed to the "' b o y s ' ' to mean '' business," so they turned out unanimously
W i t h four
other companies—company C, with the "rifles," leading
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—they rushed up the pike, and coming to the ruins of
the wagon train, still liurning, verified the trutli of the
report. The attacking party were Lieutenant Colonel
Wood, Avitli a body of Mississij)pi cavalry and Jolin
Morgan's command. They had first quietly taken in the
l)ickets, and then, by a dash from the Avoods. captured
tlie train, and Avitli it CaiJtain Braiden, an aid to General
Dumont. General Mitchell passed a few moments liefore, and, escaping capture, Avas close enough by to notice the force and send the notice of the attack to us. A
halt was called, and the road examined to ascertain Avliich
Avay the enemy had gone. The trace Avas found leading
east through the woods. One company was sent back to
get re-inforcements, and, with them, to strike into the
timber from the regimental camp, to try and intercept
the raiders. The original party, headed by Colonel Kennett, dashed into the woods, and then occurred a chase,
the parallel to AAdiich has seldom been seen, and which is
thus described by Captain William E. Crane, Avho commanded company C on the occasion, in a pajoer read before the " Ohio Commandery of the Loyal Legion," and
publi.shed by order of that body, entitled "Bugle Blasts :"
'' ' ForAvard,' Avas the word, and forward it was. The
Avoods became a thicket, sometimes, apparently, impassable, but the horses, spurred by their riders, dashed at
headlong speed through the trees, through the underbrush, lender tlie branches, thorns scratching the face and
hands, ])i-ojecting limbs tearing clotlies and bruising
bodies. Down hill and uphill, through marsh and bog,
over loin's and aci'oss streams, leaping ol)stacles, shouting,
yelling, screaming, and hurrahing-, away we went—mud
and leaves living, and dead limbs craidving beneath horses'
fent. Xow the trail is lost, and there is a halt to look for
footprints. How much of a start the I'aiders have we cannot
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know, but the trail must be fresh. Soon it is found, and
the horses gallop on, as full of si»irit as their Avildly-exc-it.Ml riders. When the tracks disappear in the forest
leaves, the I'ebel cotir.se is now marked by i>lunder lost or
cast aside—overcoats, canteens, saddles, blankets—the
Avootls full of them. Now and then an abandoned horse
Avas seen. Finally, AVC strike a narrow pike [Jefferson
jnke '. 1, follow it a mile or so, and learn that Morgan and
"Wood have divided their force, only the smaller part
having taken the course^ Ave are pursuing. W e were after
Morgan and the main body, so turned back. It Avas precious tiiiK^ lost, but the trail was again struck, Avhere they
had ci'ossed the iiike, and once more a plunge was made
for the timlxu' and cedars.
" For miles the trees were so thick, and the foliage so
dense, that it became impossible to ride other than single
file, but, retarded as was our speed, the chase became hotter and more exciting than ever. The Yankee blood of
the hunters Avas at fever heat, and they determined to
run the game to cover. The sign of an abandoned horse
(and the hard-pressed enemy Avas now leaving his own as
Avell as our animals) Avas the signal for a yell that the
jmrsued might have heard and trembled at miles aAvay
Then spurs were clapped into honses' fianks to urge them
still faster on, and thus the column—if column that could
be called AA-hich column Avas none—swept, dashed, plunged
ouAvard. Occasionally a trooper was dismounted by a
proje<ting limb, and, as he (dambered out of the Avay, the
sympathetic cry AA-as A\'afted l)ack from some comrade:
Say, Avhat infantry vt'tsl/N'/d docs you ns belong to '.'
the lolonel's voice riuirs shrilly throu'di
forest, with the .same old talismanic. * ForAvard I'
refrain is taken up, .sent back alomx the column, until
rearmost rider licais and shouts a returniuLT echo. '
"NOAV
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are coming. Father Abraham !' No cowardice there. No
lagging behind from choice. Every man was stralining
nerve and muscle to get ahead. We were fast gaining on
the enemy, and they knew it, trembling at every shout
wafted to their ears. They grew desperate, dug the rowels
into their horses, cursed their prisoners, threatened them,
shot at them to make them keep up, and wounded one
poor fellow to the death. These facts were gleaned afterward.
" W e had gained rapidly, and thought them almost
within grasp. But ' the best laid plans of mice and men,'
etc. Desperation nerved them, and they flew down the
pike, scattering the stones behind. But we ran them into
the net prepared. The detachment that had gone out
later from caimp struck the pike opportunely, and received
the enemy warmly as we drove him into their arms. A
brisk engagement followed, partly hand to hand. The
fight was soon over, the enemy being routed, scattered,
and driven in every direction. At the onset Morgan, with
his staff and a lot of blooded horses, broke away and escaped across Stone river. Our command being united
and ready to move, an inventory of affairs and effects was
taken. The enemy left four dead on the field, and four
sound and two wounded captives in our hands. Of
ninety-four horses taken, we recaptured seventy-five ; of
the forty-eight teamsters, thirty-one, and also Captain
Braiden. A number of rebels were wounded, but .not
seriously, and escaped. One of the two wounded prisoners, Warfield by name, was related to one of the most
prominent and wealthy families of Cincinnati. The other
was a Mississippian, by the name of Love. The writer
visited the two in the regimental hospital that night.
Love had a terrible wound, and knew it was mortal, but
his last breath was expended in cursing and execrating
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the • Yankees fn the most hoirible and vile language
tongue could utter.
" T h e chase being over, the command returned—all except the comjiany Avith the rifies, Avho Avere to continue
the pursuit. Pushing on again, we struck the Murfreesboro* pike, near Lavergne, and got ou the \ieels of one
detachment, but these, knowing the countiy, broke for
the cedars and escaped. AVe saw no more of them, and
returned to camp at S. iv AI., after a ride of about thirty
miles, ])art of this on a keen r u n . "
The regiment lay near Nashville for about ten days,
then moving Avith the advance of General Mitchell's command, occupied Murfreesboro", from AA-hich point exjieditions Avere sent out in every direction, the Fourth being
actively and constantly employed. At this place it Avas
fully armed with Smith s carbines, two companies retaining the Colt repeating rifles. It, in less than a week, had
driven the enemy beyond the Elk river, eastAA-'ard, and
advancing to the north-east, as far as McMinnville, destroyed at that place a large powder mill. From Murfreesboro' it marched to Shelbyville, Tennessee, occupyins: that town about the last of March. After a feAv daA's'
rest, to bring u p supplies. General Mitchell moved i-apidly on Fayetteville, which was occupied by the Fourth,
on the e\ ening of April 8th. Passing through the town,
it crossed the Elk river, on the stone bridge, and encamped
for the night on the spot General Jackson had camped
fifty years befiuv, in the AA-ar of 1812.
The following giaphic description of the capture of
Huntsville. Alabama, is from the jien of Captain Ci'ane:
"Leaving camp at Fayetteville at TJ. M., the loth, amid
gieat enthusiasm over the news of the victory at 'Pittst)ur!.r
lJandin^^ w.-set out for Huntsville. .Vlabama, the caA-alry,
Fourth Ohio, leadim;. Our route lay aloui:; a circuitous
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dirt road, and through a mountainous country. Twelve
miles brought us to the State line, marked by a high pole
bearing the tattered remnants of a rebel flag.
'' Now we are in Alabama! The plantations stretch out
in beautiful landscapes, and, as the innumerable negroes
grin at us from every field and fence, we are forcibly reminded that we are ' in t h e land of cotton.' Halting at
sundown to feed and await the remainder of the division,
the cavalry again moved on rapidly, and went into bivouac
at 10, p. M. At 2, A. M., a detail of picked men, commanded by
, was made to ride across the
country and tear u p the track of the Memphis and Charleston railroad, leading east from Huntsville. Pickets were
also thrown out to intercept all travel to and from the
town. At 4, A. M., of the 11th, the artillery and cavalry
were in motion for Huntsville, eight miles away
Nearing the town, the battery galloped on to the front. Colonel
Kennett, with the Fourth, following close. It was a matter of all importance that the place should be reached before any trains should leave ; and when two miles off the
whistle of a locomotive sounded on our ears, everything
was excitement, and every horse put to its speed. Such a
clatter never before awoke the echoes among those Alabama hills. Yonder curls the smoke, and here comes the
engine with but a single car, steaming eastward across the
plain. Simonson, commanding the battery, wheels a gun,
lets fly a solid shot, and the engineer slackens speed,
hesitates, (as if to ask the meaning of all this,) and puffs
quickly on. A shell speeds after it, but fails in its intent.
However, the train cannot escape altogether, if our railroad wreckers have safely reached their trysting place.
The locomotive may be ditched, and lost to us for service,
but will hardly carry the news to Leadbetter, at Bridgeport, that the Yankees have come.
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" (;omi)aiiy A has orders, and in an instant a do/en troopers have dismounted, throAvn down the stake-aiid-rider
fence, and away goes the com])any across the jilainin hut
pursuit, horse-flesh vieiug Avith steam ! But the iron
limbed courser has the best bottom, and Avhirled along
amiil a shoAver of bullets—escaping for a time, but only
to become a I'rey to the detachment u p the road. Another
whistle simnds and another train conies in sight. Simonson's biill-tlog again barks— again ineffectmdly
A repeated effort is more successful, and a shell crashes
thiough the cab. The cavalry c(mipany is on hand this
time, and bang I bang! c r a c k ! crack I go the carbines
and revolv«us, and the balls Avhistle about the engineer's
head and rattle against the cars. The train stops and the
pa.ssengers, rebel soldiers and officers, leap to the ground
and endeavor to esca])e. A few succeed, but the majority
•Ai'e taken. The train is boarded and brought back.
MeauAvhile, the column dashes onward and goes whirling
into Huntsville. At the station is another train just leaving, Avitli troops, Avho are going ' on to Richmond.' A
cocked pistol held at the engineer's head has the effect
of shutting off steam, and the train is placed under
guard. The regiment gallops up the street and through
the town. Pickets are thrown out on all the roads.
" B l a c k faces were at every door and windoAv, blacks
were at the gates, and blacks Avere on the streets, but the
' C h i v a l r y ' had evidently deserted the place, except the
fcAv who viciously peered at us through the blinds, robed
in Avhite. Perhaps it Avas too early for white folks, and
our call Avas untimely on that bright April morning—the
clock had not yet struck si.v—and i»eihaps they Avere too
high-toned to suffer Yankees to look upon their faces.
After reconnoitering the streets and gathering in a few

Capture

of lluntsville—Ofjiciid

Report

of.

407

Avearers of the gray, the regiment was apportioned to various duties.
" A n o t h e r train had just pulled in, all unconscious of the
reception awaiting. This, too, was filled Avith soldiery,
from below, bound for Richmond, four officers and one
hundred and eighty privates. At one of the hotels, a
major and three captains were taken, and others at other
points in toAvn. The full result of the early morning's
Avoik Avas eight hundred prisoners, seventeen locomotives,
and a large number of cars. The locomotiA-es themselves
Avere of incalculable value, and more than paid for the
expedition, if there had been no other fruits ; for they
enabled General Mitchell to push his troops rapidly in
every direction and hurry forward supplies. W i t h o u t
them many of the results which soon followed could not
have been accomplished."
The following is General Mitchell's official report of the
capture of this most important place, giving the full
credit to Colonel K e n n e t t :
HEAD-QUARTERS THIRD DIVISION,

HUNTSVILLE, ALA., April 11, 1862.

SIR : After a forced march of incredible difficulty, leaving Fayetteville
yesterday at 12, M., my advance guard, consisting of Turchin's brigade,
Kennett's cavalry, ayd Simonson's battery, entered Huntsville tliis morning
at 6 o'clocli.
The city was taken completely by surprise, no one having considered the
march practicable in the time. AVe have captured about two hundred
prisoners, fifteen locomotives, a large amount of passenger, box, and platform cars, the telegraphic apparatus, and officers, and two Southern mails.
AVe have, at length, succeeded in cutting the great artery of railway intercommunication between the Southern States.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
0.

Brigadier
Captain J. B. FRY,
Assistant Adjutant

M.

General

MITCHELL,

Commanding.

General.

The regiment occupied Huntsville, and extended its
lines to Decatur and Athens, and eastAvardly along the
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Memphis and Cliarleston railroad to Bridgeport, at the
latter place driving off the rebel guards and preventing
the destruction of the great bridge over the Tennes.see
river, after it had been fired by the enemy At Athens,
Scott s rebel cavalry Avas encountered and driven across
the Tennessee river, their rear guard and a quantity of
wagons, arms, and camp equipage being cai>tured. Four
companies were detached during this time, and Avitli a
part of the Tenth Wisconsin and the Thirty-third Ohio
infantry to Bellefonte, and Avere there on the 27th of
A])ril, joined liy General Mitchell and the remainder of
the two infantry regiments, moving with this command
on the 29th to Bridgeport, as before noted. In this advance many prisoners Avere taken. The detachment
served on this flank until late in August, AA-hen it guarded the rear of General Lytle's division to Murfreesboro',
Avhere it rejoined the regiment.
On Bragg's invasion of Kentucky the regiment was
detailed to guard Buell's Avagon train, Avliich it did, successfully bringing eighteen hundred Avagons safely to
Salt river. From this point, the regiment took the advance of the army, marching by Avay of Danville, Kentucky, to Na.shville, Tennessee, reaching there after sixty-nine consecutive days of marching, AAith but little food,
less AA-ater, and almost constant skirmishing AA-ith the
enemy At Nashville, in Novemlier, 1802, the Fourth, in
the re-organization of the cavalry, AA-as assigned to the
Second brigade. Second division of cavalrv
Associated
Avithit Avas the First and Third Ohio cavaby and Colonel
Eli Long, of the Fourth Ohio, was assigned to c(mimand
of tlie brigade
The folloAvinir extracts, from the official reports of Colonel John K«'nnett, give the details of the operations of
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the regiment during the five days of remarkable activity
from March 24th to 29th:
HEAD-QUARTERS FOURTH REGIMENT OHIO VOLUNTEER CAVALRY,
CAMP VAN BUREN, TENN., March 28,

1862.

DEAR SIR : On the 24th instant, your order was received, directing the
Fourth to make a tour of reconnoissance in force, leaving the detail to the
commanding officer. * * On the 25th, the Fourth took the advance, followed by eighty artillerists, Colonel Mihalotzy, of the Twenty-fourth Illinois,
in command of part of the Twenty-fourth and Thirty-seventh Illinois, two
brass rifled six-pounders, of Simonson's battery. AVe marched fifteen
miles, and bivouacked in a cedar grove, about 12, midnight. The night was
windy, cold, and the ground wet. The horses were tied to trees, and in
that condition the entire force slept on their arms, ready for any emergency.
At 5, A. M., the reveiUe was sounded, and after a cup of coffee—tin cup—
by 5.30, the command resumed its march, exhibiting an unusual degree of
vigor, fired by the report that we were likely to measure arms in the glorious
cause that animated our breasts. AVe marched ahead of the infantry some
three miles, where we found a Mr. Houston, who willingly sold us some
corn and fodder for our horses. AVe halted, and fed there, and were ready
for the march when the infantry came up.
AVe resumed the march at 7.30, A. M., marching five miles to Shelbyville.
We were greeted by a population, who evinced by their cheers, waving of
handkerchiefs, and other demonstrations of joy, pictured on their countenances, great relief and satisfaction at the approach of their deliverers from
miUtary despotism. A Mrs. G-raham, eighty years of age, with tears in her
eyes, welcomed us with a blessing, "God bless your souls." Her husband
fought in the revolutionary war She venerated the old flag. She would
not, and could not, live under any other government, nor should any other
flag wave over her head. She, with her own hands, tore down from the
court-house the first secession flag at Shelbyville. Her son-in-law was
kUled for his Union sentiments. * * * Many flags were waved from
the doors and windows. * * * 'jihg infantry and artillery halted at
Shelbyville, guarding the city, and taking all miUtary measures to render
them secure from attack. * *
The Fourth left Shelbyville at 11 o'clock, and marched to TuUahoma,
being eighteen miles, over the most abominable road it was ever our lot to
travel, mostly over solid and detached rock, miry lanes, and miry woods,
the horses sinking knee deep in the mud. AVhen within eight miles, our
advance guard, commanded by Captain H. C. Rogers, who was ordered
ahead to feel the way, and obtain the news and forage, sent Dr. T. McMillen to the reserve, saying that Morgan and his men had gone down to
AiVartrace to burn bridges. AVe galloped the entire eight miles in hopes we
could realize the object of our pursuit, and the full expectation of seizing
a locomotive and bagging the command of the enemy; but, much to our
chagrin, the enemy had received inteUigence, * * and we reached TuUa^
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lioma three quarters of an hour too late. • • * •
At TuUahoma, a
l.in .• undi T tlu- ((imniaiid of I.uutrnaiit Colonel II. A\' Kunlsal, wu.-; ordered to M:iiirlicster to mi-ct ("aptaiii Uoliii'. of company .\, wlio wius ordered to leave lour liours in advancf, on his way to .McMinnville.
*
* * Lieutenant diloiu'l Uurdsid, with twetit\ -se\ en men, reiielied Manchester at 1", I". M., iin the 2i)th, where he captured four rebel soldiers,
burned the powder mill, and returned to TuUahoma. •
» •
Captain
]{ol)ie e.\eeuted his ordif faitld'uUy, reacliing Manchester at the hour designated. • * * While he \\ as bivouacking, live miles this side of McMiniivdle, he received intelligence that McNairy s two Imndred cavalry intended to surround him that night, and attack him. The captain jiosteci his
pickets so ius to receive tiic alarm in time. l i e dis])ose<l of his force, secreted
behind a fence. .Moving away from the spot, he was seen to encamp at
dark, and some few rods iiway from his horses, at the foot of a hill. At 3,
A. .M., his conimand was lying in ambush, when one of the pickets brought
in tho news that the t'nemy wius approaching. The other picket remained,
and w:is (ired at, whicli \V:LS the signal tliat the rebels were close by. • *
On <aiiie .McNairy's cavalry, thundering down with his two hundred strong,
thinking he could catch our gallant captain and his brave boys asleep, and
swallow them up, but as soon .is he reached the ambush, a volley from the
carbines dispersed their dream of conquest, and brought down one man
dead and ten or eleven wounded. * • * Their defeat was so complete
that the n e x t intelligence we had of them was that those surviving were
on their w a y to AVinchester, and never offered a fight afterwards. * * *
W e took seven prisoners. AA'e reached camp at 5.30 to-day. * * * *
(Signed)

JOHN KENNETT,

Colonel
0.

M.

Commanding.

MITCHELL,

Brigadier

General.
THE FIRST

Onio

CAVALRY.

This most eflncient regiment was organized and equipped
for the service during the fall of 1861, and, early in December, moved to the extreme front of the Union forces
in Kentucky- The regiment, commanded by Colonel T.
C. H. Smith, reached and camped near Lebanon. Kentucky, early in January, 1S()2. While here, on the 29th,
a party of reliels were reported on the pike, twelve miles
below. Colonel Smith, with two companies of the First,
started, and, soon routing, jmrsued them to Vaughn's
ferry, a distance of twenty-four miles, reaching that
point about midnight. Colonel Smith here found that
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they had crossed the river about two hours before, setting
the ferry boat adrift. Leaving Captain Eggleston, of
company E, with orders to remain until daylight, and if
any means could be procured to cross the river, to do so
at that point, he marched with the other company, B,
commanded by Captain Laughlin, to Greensboro', in the
hope of being able to there find means to cross. Not
being successful in crossing in time to reach the enemy,
and having marched thirty-four miles, he abandoned further pursuit, and, directing Captain Eggleston likewise
to return, reached camp without casualty
Being now assigned to General George H. Thomas' division, it participated in the advance on Mill Spring and
the important series of operations which led to the defeat
and death of the rebel General Zollicoffer at that place,
and, on the 23d of February, proceeded, under orders of
General Buell, to Louisville, Kentucky, and embarked,
by river, to join the great expedition of General Grant
against Fort Donaldson, The serAdces of the regiment
in this important field of operations having already been
give in detail while tracing the operations of the Fourth
United States, the reader is referred thereto, in order to
avoid repetition, it being borne in mind that Colonel
Smith had command of all the cavalry there operating.
The official report of General Granger, previously given,
covers, in detail, the operations of this regiment during the
siege and capture of Corinth, Mississippi. It remained in
the District of the Mississippi, intimately associated with
the Fourth United States. It entered the Department of
the Cumberland about the time the cavalry was re-organized, and was assigned to the Second brigade, Second division.
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FolloAving the plan of organization at that time prevalent
in the department, the Third Ohio cavalry, commanded,
while in the field, by Lieutenant Colonel Douglass Alex.
.Murra\, was, shortly aft**r reporting to the department, assigned to the division of General Wood, and with that division advanced to Nashville. On the advance of General
Buell's army, the regiment marched in advance of Hascall's brigade, reaching the neighborhood of Lawrenceburg, Tennessee, on the 4tli of April, 1862. This place
Avas about fourteen miles from the line of march, but information to the effect that a considerable rebel force A\'as
stationed there led General Hascall to diverge, in order
to attack the enemy
General Hascall, taking his OAvn brigade and the Third
Ohio, proceeded cautiously toward the place, through a
heavy rain, until arriving Avithin about two miles of the
town, when he learned that the Avhole rebel force did not
number more than fifty to seventy-five men. Colonel
Murray was then sent forward, and, arriving Avithin a
quarter of a mile, ordered a charge, "Avhich,'' says General Hascall, in his official report, '' was splendidly executed by Colonel Murray at the head of his oAvn men."
The enemy fled rapidly in the direction of Florence and
Mount Pleasant, and Avere i-apidly pursued for eight miles,
but their animals Avere fresh, and easily outran the fagged
animals of the pursuers, so that they escaped. The result of this expedition A\-as the breaking up of the rebel
rendezvous at the place, and the capture of four thousand jiounds of bacon and other supplies. Major Foster
Avas dispatched to continue the ])ursuit, scoutiuLT fhe
country as far as .Mount Plea.sant, with in.structions to
rejoin the regiment at Savannah, Avhicli duty he faithfully performed. The regiment, commanded by Ii«^nvis Zahm,
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Avith Wood's division, participated actively in the great
battle of the Tth of April, at Pittsburg Landing. On the
4th of May, it made a reconnoissance on the Farmington
road, several miles in advance of the position of the army,
immediately after which it was assigned to duty with
General Granger, and its operations are embraced in his
report, heretofore given. In the operations in front of
Corinth, and subsequent pursuit of the enemy, the regiment received the most flattering notices and commendations, not only from General Granger, but as well from
General Rosecrans, commanding that wing. On the organization of the cavalry in the Army of the Cumberland,
it became a part of Long's brigade.
THE BRIGADE.

After the battle of Stone's river, in which the brigade
took a prominent part, bfeing engaged on the left flank of
the army, where, on the 2d of January, fighting dismounted, it assisted in the final repulse of the enemy
under Breckenridge, it moved in pursuit of Bragg's army,
following the Shelbyville pike. After continuing the
pursuit until the enemy was driven into Guy's gap, it
returned to Murfreesboro' and went into camp. During
the battle and pursuit, it captured and turned in over one
hundred prisoners. It participated in the defeat of Morgan at Snow Hill, and, as before noted, rendered magnificent service in the expedition against McMinnville, On
the 22d of May, it attacked and captured the rebel camp
at Middleton, routing the enemy and capturing a number
of prisoners.
In the advance of the army on TuUahoma, the Second
brigade moved with the left wing, capturing Wood's gap,
and, marching by way of Manchester, turned the right
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fiank of the enemy, after Avhich its grand dash across the
Elk river ami into Decherd has been noted.
In the advance of the army on Chattanooga, it operated
Avith the right wing, j)enetrating almost to Lafayette,
tieorgia. On Seiitember !'.», it was heavily engaged at
Crawtish spring, on the bloody field of Chickamauga, and
lost heavily in killed and Avounded.
During the battle of Missonary Ridge, it marched to the
relief of Knoxville, Tennessee, and on the retreat of the
enemy captured the wagon train of the division of General
Marcus AV'right, with all the horses, mules, teamsters,
and guards, and official papers of great value. The brigade
then marched to Calhoun, Tennessee, on the Hiawassee,
Avhere it was engaged in out-i)ost duty, keeping open the
communications between Chattanooga and Knoxville.
At this place the regiments reenlisted and received a
veteran furlough, returning to Nashville at the expiration
of the leave, March 13, 1864. Not being able to procure
horses for a remount, the brigade marched from Nashville
to Columbia, Tennessee, on foot, and when the First and
Third brigades moved to the front, remained for some
time doing garrison d u t y at Columbia and other points
along the railroad. In the latter part of May, Colonel
Long, having secured horses, moved southward, and taking the advance of the Seventeenth army corps, marched
for the front by way of Decatur, Alabama. At Moulton,
Alabama, Colonel Long encountered the rebel division of
General Roddy and, after a stubborn fight of over tAvo
hours, routed him utterly, driving him in confusion from
the field, and entirely clear of the line of march. Marching through Somerville and Kingston. Geoiiria, Colonel
Long rejoined the division at Ackworth, or i-ather near
Alatona pass. Its suliseipient history is fully .set forth
in the historv of the division.

CHAPTER XXVI.
FROM DECEMBER 28, 1864, TO FEBRUARY 15, 1865.
THE DIVISION

MOVES FROM LOUISVILLE, K'ENTUCKT—GENERAL E L I LONG

IN CoMMANn—CAMP AT BAROSTOWN—MURDER
TAIN ROBERT

MCCORMICK—MARCH

OF D R . SHERK AND C A P -

TO NASHVILLE—To

COLUMBIA—To

GRAVELLY SPRINGS, A L A B A M A — I N CAMP—INCIDENTS.
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0 traitorous band
Of slave-cursed land.
fiU your cup of infamy to overflowing!
You ne'er would rest.
The bravest and best.
open manly fight to kill and slaughter!
With fiendish hate.
You'd lay in wait.
murder one, on mercy's errand going!
Your rebel crew,
AVould murder do,
the arms of either mother, wife, or daughter!

HE boys of the Second division left Louisville,
Kentucky, on the morning of December 28th,
at 7, A. M., in high spirits, and bright anticipations of dealing the now tottering rebellion its finishing blows, and an early return to their longed-for homes
»

and firesides. It was to many their third departure from
the banks of the Ohio southward, and all felt that when
they next returned, it would be in the complete fruition
of their long cherished hopes of seeing the banner of the
republic waving in triumph over a re-united nation, and
in the lofty consciousness of having been a part of the
grand band of citizen-soldiery, who had triumphantly
maintained that nation's territorial integrity
All held their division commander. Brigadier General
(415)

41t)

Minty

and the

Caralry.

Eli L(mg, in high esteem, and felt the fullest confidence
iu his indomitable courage, energy, and well-known
prudence He had been associated with the men of both
brigades, most intimately, during both the preceding
campaigns, and, Avhile the men of .Minty's old brigade
AV'ould have been much gratified had he been their division commander, yet, in their joy at retaining him at
the head of their brigade, they forgot any chagrin they
might have felt at the promotion of the commander of
their rival.
Glancing briefly at the condition and operations of the
rebel forces iu the field of the war, we notice the situation.
After withdruAving from the line of Sherman's communications. Hood, as ever Avas his wont, on failing in an undertaking of minor importance, to fly to another still
more dangerous and hazardous—defeated at Alatona
Pass, driven from Resaca and Dalton; had crossed the
Tennessee at Florence and continued his raid to Nashville, Avhicli he Avas now approaching AAith an army of
about thirty-two thousand men of all a r m s ; consisting
of all the scattered detachments from the States of
Georgia, Alabama, and Mississippi, so poorly equipped
as to be fitly described by a prominent rebel staff officer
as the '' desperate adventure of desperate men.''
General Thomas had, in anticipation of a move of this
kind, been dispatched from Atlanta to Nashville Avith
the Army of the Cumberland, and Avas UOAV gathering
his forces to crush the raid. He, however, alloAved Hood,
after giving him a foretaste of what Avas in store, at
Franklin, to approach the city ; and wishing to make the
blow, Avhen .struck, as effective as jxissible. had directed
the concentration of the cavalrv at Na,shville ; hence the
means resorted to, as related in a jirevious chapter, to
procure a remount for the division.
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The division was in the saddle and on the move again
at 7, A. M., on the 29th, and marching two miles beyond
Bardstown to the camp of the Third Ohio, which had remained at that place, bivouacked for the night. The day
was very cold and many of the officers and men preferred
to march on foot, leading their horses. Just before going
into camp, when near Bardstown, Dr. J. L. Sherk,
Seventh Pennsylvania, surgeon of Minty's brigade, and
Captain R. M. McCormick, company G, Seventh Pennsylvania and brigade inspector, obtained permission of
Colonel Minty to go about a mile to the left, and call on
Mrs. Wm. B. Grigsby, who had been very kind in caring
for the officers and men of the Seventh Pennsylvania
while sick, during their first march through Kentucky in
the winter of '61-62. The two officers rode on accompanied by one orderly .
In about an hour, the orderly came up, just as we were
going into camp, and reported that McCormick and Sherk
were killed, tjiey having been attacked, while in the
house, by guerrillas. A squad of the Third Ohio was
immediately sent out, but failed to catch the murderers.
It appears that Sherk and McCormick had dismounted
and entered the house, leaving their horses under the
care of the orderly. After a short conversation, while
T;hey were sitting in the parlor, and the young daughter
of Mrs. Grigsby was playing on the piano. Captains M§,gruder, Davis, and Summerland, Avith about fifteen guerrillas, surrounding and entering the house, through the
doors and windows, immediately commenced firing on
them. Dr. Sherk announced to them, while they were
firing, that he was a surgeon, and McCormick offered to
surrender, and asked for quarter. It is also said that the
young lady, then a child of about fourteen years of age,
rushed between the brutal Magruder and one of the of27
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licers, declaring that he should not be murdered. The
brave little girl was struck by the brute, Avith either his
hand or pistol, and knocked one siih-, and paying no attention to either the doctor's anmuincement of his pacific
character or the repeated olTcis to surrender, much less
to the inayeis, screams, and frantic efforts Mrs. G.
made to save them, the Avhole band of murderers continued firing. Dr. Sherk was soon killed, by a bullet
through the head - he had previously received one
through the body when McCormick, seeing that his
death was inevitable, obtained his pistol and defended
himself to the last. He Av-as shot tAvice through the body
and once through the left arm; his jtistol Avas shot from
his hand while in the act of firing, the marks of bullets
being on the pistol Avlien it was found. The two bodies
Avere brought to camp after dark, and that night sent to
Louisville, and from thence to their homes in Pennsylvania. Thus Avere tAvo of the brave men of the old Keystone State deliberately and in perfect cold-blooded fiendishness, murdered by the boasted '•chiAalry" of Kentucky, for no offense save that of belonging to the army
of the United States, at a time Avhen they Avere making a
call in testimony of their gratitude for the kindness extended to them and their comrades, by the noble lady at
Avhose house they met their fate. The author AA-as personally acquainted A\-ith Mr. Grigsby, his wife and daughter, as also Avith a brother of Mrs. Grig.sby. AVIIO Avas a
prominent physician of Bardstown, and bears testimony,
from his personal knowledge and experience, that there
never liA-ed a nobler, more humane, or loyal person than
Mrs. Crigsby and to the fact that she voluntarily made
hei' house a hospital for the sick of the Seventh Pennsylvania, when in camp near by in isivi. It will jiartially
.satisfy the reader's sense of justice to knoAv that the self-
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styled Captain Magruder was, on the 20th of October,
1865, hanged by the neck until he was dead, in public, in
Louisville, Kentucky, for this and other murders. The
fate of Davis and Summerland is not known. Possibly
they may be Congressmen from Louisiana or Mississippi
by this time.
The following account of this inhuman affair, from the
quasi rebel source of the Louisville Courier Journal, is
inserted as the " other side. " In speaking of Sue Munday, Quantrell, Magruder, and other guerrillas, the correspondent says : " The man among them all who most belied his looks was Magruder, who was the most affable
and gentlemanly man in his outward manners that I ever
saw. He was rather tall and slenderly built, with a handsome, almost effeminate face, light blue eyes and curling
auburn hair. ' In spite of his gentle face and polished
manners, he was one of the most cold-blooded and cruel
men of the whole band, ranking next to Berry in brut'ality.
" One instance alone will suffice to show the kind of a
man he was. A few miles from the rendezvous of the guerrillas, lived a lady, Mrs. Wm. B. Grigsby, who was a supporter of the Federal cause, and the soldiers of the army
often paid her visits, and were always hospitably received.
On one day Major Sherk and two (1) other Federal officers
came to her house, and were sitting in the parlor talking
to Mrs. G, About half a mile away from the house sixty thousand (?) soldiers were camped, with guards alert to
detect the slightest movement. Magruder and three (?)
of his companions had been hid, securely watching every
movement, and when the officers entered the house, rode
rapidly up and dismounted. Rushing in the door with
cocked pistols, and without a moment's warning, they
commenced firing at the officers. Two (?) of them fell
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dead, and, coolly putting his pistol chiseto the other helpless man, tired. Some of the blood splashed out on the
j)istol ban-el, he placed the weapon to his lijis and kissed
the blood off the polished barrel. Mrs. Grigsby remained
in the i-oom almost paralyzed with terror, and, approaching her, this outlaw coolly tipped his hat, and, with a polite boAv, ai>oh)gized in his ixillshed manner for being
compelled to kill the men in her house. " W e could have
taken them to the woods, but for the soldiers that are
camped close by, who might make it warm for us,' and
after making his apology, all of them Avithdrew, and,
mounting their horses, galloped off and escajied."
It will strike, the general reader, as it did the author,
Avhen he perused the above extract, that the writer of it
stands a self-confessed colleague of the murderers, if
not one of the actual participants in the murder itself, and
aside from its untruthfulness, there is in it a covert sneer
and cold-blooded malignity which marks the rebel fiend
as plainly as though the word mark of his Satanic Majesty
Avas branded on his forehead. W e wonder to-day whether
or not any of the class to whicli Magruder and his coadjutors belonged yet live to blast the earth with their
shadows.
T o THE Mt-RDERED SlIERK AND McCoRMICK.
" Where hearts hke thine have broke and Bled,
Though quenched the vital glow,
Their memory lights a flame mstead,
AVhich, e'en from out the narrow bed
Of death its beams shall throw.
Thou art not dead—thou art not dead.'

Without tracing the line of march in detail from Bardstown to Nashville, it being devoid of sjiecial note, aside
from the usual vicissitudes of cold, of rain, and of mud ;
marching through New Haven, fjlizabethtoAvn, Sonora,
and Mumfords\ ilie. then crossing the Green river, on the
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bridge, and passing through Woodsonville, Cave City,
Bowling Green, and Mitchelville, the division arrived in
Nashville, January S, ii<V)^}.
Meanwhile, the battle of Nashville had Ix'eii fought, and
Ilood routed, his army torn to })ieces, and the rragnieiits,
Avitli nothing inaintaininga semblance of militaiy oiganization, except Forrest, Avitli about live thousand cavaby,
Avho covered the retreat of the demoralized mob, had
fallen back across the Tennessee with less than ten thousand men of all arms ! The four or live thousand infantry yet remaining either dispersed to their homes or
joined Forrest as mounted infantry, and are henceforth
found mainly in his command. This short campaign of
Hood Avas the most complete destruction of an entire army
Avitnessed during the war. Hood found his last ditch
at Nashville, December 15 and 16, 1864.
On the 12th of January, the division moved from Nashville f olloAving the track of Hood's retreat through Franklin, Sjiring Hill, and Columbia, where it halted from the
13th to the 18th, then moAdng on the 19th towards the
south-w-est, reached Gravelly Springs, Alabama, ou the
evening of the 25th of January
Designing to remain in
camp until the Aveather settled sufficiently for active operations, quarters Avere constructed for the men and stables
for the horses.
On the 11th of February, 1865, th(^ First Ohio Avas relieved from duty A\-itli the divisicm, and ordered to report
to General Upton, commanding the Fourtli division, and
Minty's Inlgade now consisted of
Seventli Pennsylvania, Colonel ('. ('. McC^u'mick, couimandiuL;'.
Fourth Michi,i!;an, Ijieiitenant (\)lonel Pritchard, commanding.
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'I'hird Ohio. Lieutenant Colonel H. N. llowlaiid, commanding.
Fourth Ohio, Lieutenant Colonel (teorgi' W Dable,
commanding.
The brigade, field and staff being:
Colonel 11. II. (J. Minty, commanding brigade.
.Major Robert Burns. Acting .\ssistant Adjutant iieneral.
.Major C. L. Ctiveno, Seventh Pennsylvania, Acting Assistant Inspector Genenil.
Captain George M. Landon, Fourth Mii^higan, Acting
Commissary
Captain George R. Stone, Fourth Michigan, Acting Assistant Quartermaster.
Captain T. M. Osburn, Fourth Ohio, Provost Marshal.
For a time after arriving at Gravelly Springs, the rations were short. The railroad south of Nashville had
been pretty well destroyed, first, by Forrest, and again
by Hood, and the thirty days' rations of hard bread, and
sixty days' of coffee, sugar, and salt, Avith which the
command left Louisville, Avere soon exhausted, and a half
ration of parched com substituted. W i t h , however, the
energy which characterized all the operations of the war
after Grant became general-in-chief, the road was rapidly
repaired, and, by the middle of February, supplies were
not only plenty, but began to be accumulated for the advance South,
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CHAPTER XXVIL
FROM MARCH I TO APRIL 21, 1865.
MILITARY SITUATION—DEPARTMENT

OF THE MISSISSIPPI—UNION F O R C E S —

AVILSON'S CAVALRY ORGANIZED—GENERAL CANBY'S ARMY AT M O B I L E —
REBEL

ARMIES IN THE DEPARTMENT—FORREST IN SUPREME COMMAND—

NUMBERS AND DISPOSITIONS OF REBEL ARMIES—A^''ILSON MOVES AGAINST
SELMA, ALABAMA—CAPTURES MONTE VALLO—BATTLE OF PLANTERSVILLE—
GRAND TACTICS OF AVILSON—GREAT BATTLE OF SELMA—CAPTURES THE
CITY BY ASSAULT—CAPTURE

OF MOBILE BY GENERAL CANBY—AVILSON

CAPTURES COLUMBUS, GEORGIA—BATTLE OF MACON—SURRENDER OF G E N ERAL HOWELL COBB—CAPTURE OF MACON, GEORGIA.
DAYBREAK.

" From each Southern vale and hamlet
Tuneful murmers gently roll.
Then gushes forth in tender pathos
The sweetest music of the soul;
The hearts that beat neath dusky bosoms
Thrill as the brightening morn they see.
And sing, like sound of rippling waters,
' De Lord hab made His people free!'
Thus the glad refrain shall ever onward
Reverberate from sea to sea.
And every nation, land, and people
Join the exultant jubilee,
' Glory to God, for H e is mighty,
Peace and good-will to man shall be,
And evermore, while time endureth.
Our God shall keep His people free!'"
—Anonymous.

[OLLOWING the general plan of this work, we
now glance hastily over the field of the impending operations. Gathered on the north
bank of the Tennessee river, at Gravelly Springs, Alabama, on the morning of March 12, 1865, stood ten thousand cavalry, fully mounted, armed, and equipped; the
(423)
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most powerful and efficient body of men ever nuirshaled
around the cavalry standards on this continent; together
with an organized body of tAvo thousand dismounted cavalry from all the regiments of the corps. W i t h this corps
Avas a park of some twenty pieces of artillerv, a pontoon
train of fifty Avagons, and a train of one hundred and fifty
wagons of ammunition and stxpplies, the Avhole under
the command of Major General James ^Vilson, a graduate
of \Vest Point, and a natural cavaby leader. Each man
had five day.s' rations in his haversack, and on his horse
two daAs" forage, AVith each regiment Avas transported
on pa(^k-mules ten days' rations of hard bread and meat,
and sixty days' rations of coffee, sugar, and salt.
Down on the Gulf of Mexico, lining the shores of Mobile
bay, was also gathered an army of thirty thousand well
equipped veterans, under Major General Canby, designed
to assay the ta.sk of capturing the city of Mobile ; AAdiich
being done, the forces from the North and South uniting,
would, moving along the Alabama river, open that navigable stream to Montgomery; then, Avith that as a base,
sweep eastward to the Savannah river, capturing and destroying all the insurgent forces in the States traversed,
and finally re-establish the National authority
The Avar had now become one of conquest!
Not of territory or of peacefully disposed citizens, nor yet of States,
in the sense in which States exist Avithin the legitimate
sphere prescribed in the Constitution of the United States;
but a complete conquest and subjugation of the insurgent
poAA-er in arms in the field, and the entire oA-erthrow and
destruction of the political or civic machinery or government by which the rebel armed forces in the field were
maintained in hostility to the Nation. Opposed to General Canby, and in occuifancy of .Mobile and the intrenchments environing it, Avas a rebel armv oi about ten thou-
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sand men, coniiiosed m a i n l y of the tottei'ing a^vd and
beardless younu', togellu-r with siu'h of the garrisons of
forts ;ind t'oast defenses as had escaped ca[il uiv in foi'uier
enuageiuents, a n d a single division of Hood's \ c t e i a n s .
This last division was composed of men fioin m a n y I'euinieiits, who h a d been dri\'eu in fi-out of Foi-rest, and b y
him a c t u a l l y g u a r d e d with as m u c h vigilance, to pi'ev<'iit
desertion, as t h o u g h t h e y h a d been hostile captives, froui
t h e Tennessee river to Tupello, Mississippi, a n d thence
t r a n s p o r t e d b y rail, u n d e r g u a r d , to Mobile.
T h e only really efficient rebel force of formidable prop o r t i o n s Avas t h a t c o m m a n d e d b y F o r r e s t h i m s e l f ; who,
now p r o m o t e d t o t h e h i g h r a n k of l i e u t e n a n t general,
Avas assigned to t h e s u p r e m e c o m m a n d of all the rebel
cavalry in t h e d e p a r t m e n t , Avhich Avas m a d e t o i n c l u d e t h e
Avhole c o u n t r y betAveen t h e Mississijipi a n d S a v a n n a h
rivers, a n d e x t e n d i n g from t h e Tennessee t o t h e gulf.
The poAver g r a n t e d to t h i s m a n exceeded a n y t h i n g ever
AAutnessed in m o d e r n civilization, being a full a n d comp l e t e s u r r e n d e r , l)y tliti rebel chiefs, i n t o his h a n d s , of all
t h e functions of g o v e r n m e n t . H e Avas vested w i t h absol u t e a n d p u r e h " despotic a u t h o r i t y over t h e lives and
j j i o p e r t y of all t h e jx'ople r e s i d e n t Avithin his lines of occ u p a n c y ; a n d no Mogul K a h n , a t t h e h e a d of a T a r t a r i a n
h o r d e , ever exercised tliese e x t r a o r d i n a r y poAvers in a more
r u t h l e s s a n d despotic m a n n e r .
I m p r e s s i n g every liorse a n d m u l e , seizing every bushel
of corn a n d b u n d l e of fodder, l a y i n g every d o l l a r of
m o n e y u n d e r contriliution, t o g e t h e r Avitli (>\'ei'y d o l l a r ' s
Avoi-th of ])i()perty ; and, b y a uni\-ersal a n d uns])ai-iu<;
conscription of every ir/iile m a n able to sit a hoi's<'oi'
])uU a triLi'Liei- ; for he had l)een, before t h e wai', so long a
sla\e-t l a d e r t hat he I'cLiarded iiei;'i-oes as mere chattels,
more valuable, indeed, but far less wortliA' of cousidera-
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tiou than the mule before the plow, and hence Avould not
think of arming the black man ; he had gathered an army
aggregating twelve thousand armed effectives in the field,
and about fifteen thousand nondescripts, called *"militi:i,"
in various detachments, where he coidd most readily concentrat<^ them with his main active force His effecti\'e
force was organized into three divisions, commanded by
men whose only claim to the distinction, aside from their
jiersimal bravery, arose from the commission of deeds
Avhich .should, and in any community except the Southern slave-holding States during the rebellion, Avould liaA-e
secui-ed their outlawry and eternal infamy ; Avho ranked
as major and brigadier generals. He ordered that in all
active oiierations, the "militia'" should be placed in the
front ranks of battle, under the close surveilance of his
" r e g u l a r s ' ' and their cut-throat oflicers, and " b e kept
up to the work."
Lest, in these " p i p i n g days of peace," when it has become the fashion to "' conciliate '' our late most vindictive foes, even to the extent of not only pardoning and
forgetting their heinous crime of treason, but even of
extenuating and denying their ferociqus, cold-blooded
atrocities, and exulting and lauding them, while belittling, and even falsifying, the services of the patriotic defenders of the Nation s honor and flag ; lest we say the
picture of the character of Forrest and his comrades,
for " l i k e chief, like men," here given be now deemed by
any harsh and unjust, a single incident, narrated by his
own chosen eulogist and historian, is given: "Twentyseven of these men," says he, " w h o had been gleaned
from the country," —by a remorseless conscription,
and who, under the laws of the Confederacy it.self, AA-ere
exempt from military d u t y — " having refused to do
dutv and left their stations, Forrest ordered the Avhole
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number to be shot the next morning." "Efforts were
made by the friends, the wives and daughters, appealing
on their knees, to spare their lives,—but deeming an example necessary for the safety of his command, he refused !" It is true the account goes on to state that Forrest relented afterwards and directed the men to be hid
in the regular regimental organizations, so that the impression might prevail that they had been executed ; but
those who knew the man will recollect, it was far more
characteristic of him to make a statement of this kind afterwards than to be deterred from a present purpose. The
men thus seized and condemned were holding official positions in the civic government, as judges, sheriffs, clerks
of courts, and even members of the State legislatures !
From this review of the situation, it will be seen that
the task imposed on General Wilson, involving, as it
did, the destruction of the forces under Forrest, by attacking them in their chosen positions, whether in field, in
swamp, or intrenchments; and the capture of the strongly fortified cities of Selma and Montgomery, was of no
ordinary moment, and attended with no ordinary hazzard.
Three times before, during the preceding year, had strong
Union armies, under able and experienced officers, been
sent against the same force, only to be driven back in discomfiture and rout from their front; one, that of General Sturgis, from Memphis, into north Mississippi with
the loss of all its artillery, seventeen pieces, and the practical annihilation of sixteen thousand men !
On the 12th of March, the division, under Brigadier
General Long, broke camp and marched to Waterloo.
Crossing the Tennessee river, it marched to Eastport,
Mississippi, where it halted until the 22d, when, resuming its march southward, building roads over the swamps
and cutting routes through the forests and over the mount-
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ains, reached the Black Warrior river, which was crossed
on the 29th by SAvimming the horses. In this crossing,
the Fourth Michigan lost one man and forty horses
drowned. That night the march wa.s resumed, and by
morning the Avliole division had crossed the Locust river,
swimming it likewi.se. On the 31st, the command crossed
Shad's creek and the Catawba river; moving acro.ss the
latter, on the milroiul bridge, after having taken u p the
track, and making a narroAv Avay by laying railroad ties
cross-Aviseonthe stringers, and encamped ten miles north
of Monte Vallo.
The celerity of the movement had prevented any material concentration of the rebel forces, and although
Chalmers, with six thousand four hundred " effectiA'es,"
was, as early as the 17tli of March, in active operation on
t h a t front, Wilson, by moving in two columns, Avithin
easy supporting distance, covering the whole country
with a cloud of skinnishers and foragers, and carefully
suppressing all means by which information of his definite line of march might reach the enemy, completely
out-generaled him. and was able by the 30th to interpose
his army between the divisions of Forrest's corps, so that
Chalmers was left on the right, Forrest's immediate command in the immediate front, and Jackson, Avith Roddy
and Adams, eastAvard at Monte Vallo.
On the 30th, General Upton's division moved rapidly
eastward, and attacking Adams and Roddy at Monte
A'allo, drove them from the tOAvn, although re-inforced by
Crossland's brigade and animated by the personal presence of Forrest liim.self. In an engagement near " S i x
Mil(^ creek," Cros.sland"s rebel brigade Avas destroyed!
Upton, after destroyim:: the Avorks and extensive ordnance foundries at Monte Vallo, encami)ed that night at
Randolph. Minty's brigade, in advance of the division,
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marched from tli(> camp ten miles north of Monte Vallo,
on the morning of April 1st, and that night reached
Plantersville, having tra\ersed forly-live niih-s of difficult
country
On nearing the town, the advance was stub1 )ornly resisted, but, after over two hours of active lighting,
the enemy AA'US totally routed and drivt'U from the field
by the Third and Fourth Ohio, fighting dismounted.
On the morning of April 2d, Minty took the advance of
the division, marching at 0 o'clock, on the main road to
Selma, the Third Ohio, under Lieutenant Colonel HOAVland, being the advance regiment. Heavy skirmishing
began soon after the column moved, but the Ohio boys
drove the rebels back at a good pace, without delaying the
march of the column. On arriving at a cross-road about
six miles from Selma, Minty turned to the right and
moved over to the Summerville road, where, j^ressing vigorously forward, he arrived in front of the rebel works at
3, p M.
Selma Avas defended by works of the most elaborate
and formidable character. In the immediate front, for
over four hundred yards, extended an abatis of timber,
felled outwards, with each limb trimmed to a sharp point,
rising to the height of about seven feet; then came a
cleared space of about two hundred yards, thickly strewn
Avith c?Levaux-defrise, interwoven with wire, and planted
AAuth torpedoes. Back of this Avas a palisade, about nine
feet high, with a slight ditch in front, composed of logs,
set endwise, mortised into a log buried about two and a
half feet under gi'ound, the top of the palisades being
fastened together by stringers and interwoven Avires. On
the inside of the palisades, about two feet fi'om the
uround. AA-as a ]>latform, ou which thi^ first line of forces
was stationed. The Avliole ])a,lisa(l<> Avas furnished Avith
loop-holes, pro[)erly c<)nstrucl-ed for conimaiiding the ap-
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proaciies.
In rear of the line of jialisades was a ditch
about five feet deep, and from the s<'arp of the ditch rose
the line of earthworks, to the height of from six to eight
feet. At regular intervals along the intrenchments, and
commanding every angle, strong star-shaped forts, with
heavy liomb-proofs and embrasures, Avere constructed,
and mounted with from tA\'o to six heavy siege guns.
The whole line of intrenchments was garnished Avith field
and siege guns, varying from the light six to the monster
sixty-four-pounder.
These elaborate fortifications extended entirely around the city, except on the river
front.
Minty, having dismounted his command, excejit the
Third Ohio, sent it (the Third) to the right and rear to
cover the horses and pack-mules, now formed his men in
line, about half a mile from the rebel works, on the Summerville road. A strong skirmi-sh line Avas pushed forward about tAvo hundred yards, and became immediately
actively engaged. The line was now advanced, forcing
its way through the abatis until the rebel first line was
driven from the platfonn inside the palisades, into the
main line of intrenchments, and our skirmishers commanded the palisades themselves, almost silencing the
fire of the rebel skirmishers yet occupying the platform.
The i)ioneers rushed forAvard, under the cover of the skirmish fire, and, Avith their axes, cut the palisades in several places, making sufficient breaches for the passagt^ of
assaulting columns.
This preliminary work—all done under the heaviest fire
the rebels could deliver -consumed about an hour of
time, (xeneial Ixmg now went forward to Minty's skirmish line, (by this time holding the entire jialisades,) and
General Wilson also came forward, and, after examining
the ground for a few moments, ordered an assault. .Vt
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this moment, wdiile pi'epaj'ing for the assault, (ieneral
Long nioveil the First brigade to the right of Minty
Avlien the rebels, seeing an o[)portunily, made a soilie on
that i)art of the line, driving back the right of .Minty's
skirmish line, and throwing the moving column of tinFirst brigade into niomeiitary confusion, by attacking it
in Hank. Siinultaiieously with the reliel sortie came an
attack on the Third Ohio, Avhich, as before stated, was in
the rear, guarding the horst's. It was Chalmers, with a
full division, trying to force his Avay into the beleaguered
city and join its defenders ! The Fourth Michigan and
tile Chicago Board of Trade battery were sent immediately to the support of the Third Ohio. The object of the
sortie Avas UOAV manifest. Chalmers had been cut oft" by
the rapid advance of Wilson, and they sought to open
communication Avith him. The First brigade quickly
formed line, and, advancing, the rebels were again driven,
Avitli great slaughter, inside their works, the skirmish
line reestablished, and. in tlie rear, Chalmers driven back
Avitli heavy punishment. These operations also consumed
considerable time, and it Avas not until a few minutes before o, p, M., that Minty ordered his tAvo remaining regiments—the Fourth Ohio and the Seventh Pennsylvania,
numl:)ering, in all, thirty-three officers and six liundred
and sevent>'-one men—to advance to the assault, th(^
First brigade (Wilder's) moving at the same time, numbeiini;- eight hundred and forty-nine officers and men.
Opposed to this little baud, and sheltered by their formidable intrenclnneiiis, stood the rebel line, numliering,
in all, nearly eight thousand men, and extending over a
mile on each flank. | NOAV, reader, do not understand the
autlioi' as assert in<^'that six hundred and seventy-one men
moved to the assault of eight Ihousand directly gathered
in their front, but that the rebels were, in thatnumber, oc-
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f'upying an extensive line in the works before described.]
The men of Ohio and Pennsylvania rushed forward with
great enthusiasm, in jierfect line, until, after pa.ssing the
palisades, the leftstriu'k a swamp in front of the intrenchments in Avhich they sank knee deep. This retarded them
some, and threw the right of the line considerably in advance. The First brigade advanced in like manner at
the same time, but its left also struck a swamp, and,
being retaixled, the movement took the appearance of an
advance en eehelou in each brigade. The rebels opened
from all the artillery and small arms they could bring to
bear on the assaulting columns, but as soon as our boys
got the rang«^ of the works, they poured such an accurate
and continuous sheet of lead from their "seven shooters"
over the parapet of the works as soon struck doAvn so
large a number that the few remaining rebels crouched
down, appalled and paralyzed with terror, behind their
breast-works, and their guns were silenced! The heavy
guns in a fort, both to the right and left of the portion
of the works assaulted, however, still blazed away, pouring canister, apparently by the bushel, into the Union
r a n k s ! On, on, rushed the assailants, into the ditch, u p
the steep sides of the earthworks, and, gaining the crest,
either leaped into the works, or halting at the top, received the surrender of the enemy crouching at their feet.
Corporal Booth, of company A, Fourth Ohio, was the first
man inside the works. He Avas almost instantly killed by a
shot through the head. A stupor of fear and appalled
astonishment, at the unparalleled fatality of the Union fire,
held W h a r t o n ' s division in dismayed inactivity close
under the shelter of the works at our feet, and remembering
the hoiTors of Shelbyville, in T.:!. the uninjured, with the
slightly AA'ounded, first by scores, then by hundreds, and, in
a few moments, by regiments, threw doA\n their arms, and
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amid loud cries of, "AVe surrender!" "Don't fire any morel"
" \Ve are conscripts!" " F o r God's sak<', Yanks, don't
butcher us a l l ! " etc., the}'surrendered AVIKU'C they lay,
but few attempting to escape. A wild panic now spi(-ad
from right and left along the enemy's whole line, and all
not killed or captured, except those occupying the forts,
throAving down their arms, rushed, in a maddened, tumultuous, disorganized mob of frightened fugitiv<-s, into
the city Upton's division noAv entered the Avorks, mounted, charging into the midst of the throng, following, in
their midst, into the city, and capturing them almost to
a man, Avhile Minty, wheeling his line to the left, SAvept
doAvn the line of intrenchments in that direction—the
forts along which Avere not yet abandoned—capturing the
heavy bastions in succession, until he reached the Plantersville road. At the fort near the cotton-gin, three pieces
of heavy siege guns Avere captured, and in the works on
the Plantersville road, five like pieces—one of them a
thirty-pounder Parrott gun—Avere taken. Besides, eleven
pieces of field artillery Avere captured when the intrenchments were first stormed, and two full batteries taken
during the SAA-eep along the line of the works.
Thus Avas consummated, in the capture of Selma, an
achievement unexampled in the history of the Avar, and
never excelled, under all the adverse conditions, on any
field in the Avoiid ! The two regiments which, as organized bodies, first entered the rebel works Avere tlu^ Fourth
Oliio and One Hundred and Tw^enty-third Illinois, each
holdini: the right of their respective brigades, to Avit:
Fourth Ohio of Minty's, and One liundred and TA\^entythird Illinois of Wilder's.
Of the thirty-three officers and six hundred and s(>v<uity
on*' men of Minty's brigade Avliich made the assault, nine
officers and one hundred and fourteen men Avere killed
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and wounded. Lieutenant Colonel Dable. commanding
the Fourth Ohio, Avas killed; General Long, commanding
the division, Avas dangerously Avounded; Colonel C. C.
McCormick, shot through the leg and severely Avounded,
and scarcely a man of either the Seventh Pennsylvania or
Fourth Ohio but Avas either Avounded or re<-eived bullet
holes throtigh his clothing. More than tAvo hundred carbines Avere struck by the enemy's missiles and shattered
to pieces ih the hands of the men. The Seventh Pennsylnia lost twenty-five per cent, in killed and wounded of the
officers and men, and the Fourth Ohio a little over twentyone per cent, of those engaged in the assault. After a
short halt at the works on the Plantei-sville road, to let
Upton's command go through, for Long's division had
stormed the works and cleared the line from the Summerville to the Plantersville road before Upton charged, all
the command not required for guarding the prisoners advanced rapidly into the city, where the battle was raging
from street to street. Major Greeno, Seventh Pennsylvania, taking command of about fifty men, made the final
attack on and captured the last defense of the rebels, a
line of cotton-bale breast-works at the railroad depot,
after dark. WhUe this terrific assault was being delivered,
and the enemy t h u s being routed and torn to atoms
around and in the city, a tremendous battle was raging in
the rear, out along the Summerville and Plantersville
roads. Chalmers, Forrest's best division commander,
with a splendid division, numbering nearly four thousand
men, after having been cut off, as before noted, received,
during the day, an order from Forrest to hasten to Selma
and cut his Avay, if necessary, into the city
He arrived
at the outer line of the Avorks at the moment the order for
the as.sault was first given, and, although his horses AA-ere
bloAvn and his men Avearied to the point of exhaustion by
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over fifty hours of incessant e.xertion, he hurled his command in reiieated, continued, determined assaults on the
Fourth Michigan, Third Ohio, and the battery guarding
the rear. The narroAV frontage of the line Avas, however,
a circumstance in favor of the Union forces, and fully
counteracted the numerical superiority of the rebel force.
On this account Chalmers Avas not able to use more than
two or three regiments at a time, and though he replaced
his defeated front lines with fresh troops, he only succeeded in subjecting his AAdiole command to a useless and
prolonged slaughter. The consuming Spencers of the
Third Ohio and Fourth Michigan, with the gastric discliarges of canister hurled in double-shotted charges from
the four guns of the battery, mowed down his lines as
fast as he pushed them to the assault; and after night
had settled on the scene, and the deep pall of silence
closed around, announcing the cessation of the conflict in,
and consequent fall of, the city, he abandoned the contest,
and, leaving his dead and wounded, retreated rapidly
from the field. The effect of this battle Avas so great on
his men that, from desertion and the casualties of the
engagement, he joined Forrest the next day with less than
one thousand men.
The following brief account of the assault on Selma is
given from the stand-point of the writer.
Reid has given a brief, but interesting account of this
action in the folloAving words : '' On arriving within
six liundred yards of the Avorks, the troops dismounted
and established a skirmish line. Wilder's brigade occuj)ied the right of the Fourth Ohio. The entire charging
force only amounted to fifteen hundred men, as one
fourth of the original number were holding the horses.
Avhen the AVOIVI ' forward !' Avas given. Tln^ rebels had
already opened Avitli shell, and, when the attacking x^'i^i'ty
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appeared in full vieAV, it Avas met Avith a .shoAvi'r of grai>e
and canist(^r, Avldle small arms poured in their still more
destructive fire. Five hundred yards of open ground
Avere passed o\er before the Avorks Avere reached. The
men j m l l e d u p or pushed aside the palisades, jumped into
the ditch, and mounted the Avorks. The rebels fled and
our men pursued, crossing a swamp and capturing a tA\-ogun lunette. Pressing forward, they advanced across a
cotton-field as level as a floor, and captured another lunette, mounting five guns. Here the line halted, all opposition having ceased. Fifty men of the Fourth, killed
and AA'bunded, lay near the enemy's Avorks, Avith scores of
bleeding, dying heroes of other regiments. The dead
were buried Avith military honors. The arsenal and navyyard Avere destroyed."
The folloAA'ing special and honorable mention of officers
and men is taken from Colonel Minty's official reports :
" Both officer and soldier performed his d u t y so Avell and
so nobly that it is difficult for me to make special mention of any, but when one distinguishes himself above
his fellows, he is justly to be regarded as the brave among
the braA'e!"
" The gallant Corporal Booth, of the Fourth Ohio, was
the first man in the enemy's works, but he fell in the moment of victory, shot through the head."
"Captains Moore and Richardson, of the Fourth Ohio,
AA-ere amongst the first to enter the Avorks, and acted
throughout Avith conspicuous g a l l a n t r y "
" Major R. Burns, Fourth Michigan, my acting assistant adjutant general, and Major Greeno, Seventh Pennsylvania, my acting assistant inspector general, were also
among the first to enter the Avorks, and acted in their
usual gallant manner throughout the entire action. I
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strongly and earnestly recommend the four above-named
officers for brevet."
Again, as commander of the diAdsion to which Minty
now succeeded, as General Long was so severely wounded
as to be unable to keep the field, he says, in his report of
May 14, 1865:
"Major Burns, Fourth Michigan, acting assistant adjutant general, formed and brought forward the Seventh
Pennsylvania to the assault, was amongst the first to enter the works, and afterwards took part in the charge
made by the Fourth United States cavalry, under the direction of the major general commanding."
" Major Charles L, Greeno, Seventh Pennsylvania, acting assistant inspector general, was amongst the first to
enter the enemy's works. At about 7 o'clock, with about
fifty men, he drove a considerable force of the enemy
from, and took possession of, the railroad buildings, and
the cotton-bale defenses surrounding them. Both these
officers have been under my imniediate command for
nearly three years, and have universally performed their
duty with energy and zeal, and have distinguished themselves in battle on many occasions."
'' Captains Wm. B. Richardson and Isaac H. Moore,
Fourth Ohio cavalry, were amongst the first in entering
the enemy's works, and were conspicuous for their gallantry throughout the engagement."
The author regrets that a lack of space prevents the
insertion here of the full list of those named specially in
the regimental division and the commanding general's
official reports, but embracing as the list does almost
every officer and man of the regiments, it is impossible.
Every officer of the Seventh Pennsylvania and Fourth
Ohio regiments was so complimented by naihe, and received a subsequent "brevet" of rank "for distinguished
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services in the battle and capture of Selma, Alabama,
April 2d, 1805."
On the Tth of April, 18<)r), Major General Wilson issued
a complimentary order to the Second division, in which
he s a y s : " S e l m a lay before you surrounded by two
lines of entrenchments, the outer one continuous, flanked
by impassable swamps, covered by stockades and defended by seven thousand troops, commanded by Lieutenant
General Forrest. Like an avalanche, the intrepid soldiers of the Second division swept over the defenses on
the Summerville road, Avhile the Fourth division carried
those on the Plantersville road. The enemy, astonished
and disheartened, broke from their strong works and Selma was fairly
won. The enemy, under Chalmers, attempted to drive in the Second division picket lines during the battle, and go to the rescue of the rebel garrison,
but their efforts were futile, and they were compelled to
retreat rapidly beyond the Catawba."
*
*
*
"Soldiers, you have been called upon to perform long
marches and endure privations, but your general relied
upon you and believed in your capacity and courage to
undergo every task imposed upon you. Trusting in your
valor, discipline, and armament, he did not hesitate to
attack entrenchments believed by the rebel leaders to be
impregnable, and which might well have caused double
your numbers of veteran infantry to hesitate. Your
achievements will always be considered among the most
remarkable in the annals of cavalrA' "
In explanation of the apparent discrepancy between the
text and that i)art of the above extract which refers to the
capture of the entrenchments on the Plantersville road, it
is proper to state that the fort spoken of in the text as
captured by the men of the Second division Avas on the
right of that road, Avhile the " i n t r e n c h m e n t s " referred
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to by General Wilson as carried by the Fourth division
Avere on the left of it. The Fourth division entered these
Avorks almost simultaneously A\dtli the capture of the righthand fort by Minty- In support of the text, the following extract from Minty's official report, as commander of
the brigade, is inserted:
' 'After entering the works, we pushed up the line to the
left, clearing the rebels out of the bastions, in Avhich we
captured a considerable amount of artillery, until we arrived opposite the fort, near the cotton-gin, which formed
a portion of the inner line of works. This was immediately assaulted and carried. Three field-pieces were captured in this work. Here we again turned to the left and
attacked and carried the work on the Plantersville road,
capturing five pieces of artillery, one of which was a
thirty-pounder P a r r o t t . "
Major General Wilson, in his official report, says : " I
directed General Long to assault the enemy's works by
moving diagonally across the road upon which his troops
were posted. *
*
* Fearing this affair (the attack
of Chalmers on the rear) might compromise our assault
upon the main position. General Long, with admirable
judgment, determined to make the assault at once, and
without waiting the signal, gave the order to advance.
The troops (dismounted) sprang forward Avitli confident
alacrity, and in less than fifteen minutes, without stopping, wavering, or faltering, had swept over the Avorks,
and driven the rebels in confusion towards the city " *
*
•*
" T h e distance which the troops charged, exposed to the enemy's fire of musketry and artillery, was six
hundred yards."
*
^^^
*
*
" T h e portion
of the line a.ssaulted was manned by Armstrong's brigade,
(of Wheeler's division,) regarded as the best in Forrest's
corjjs, and reported by him at more than one thousand
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{\\e hundred men." "The loss in Long's division was
forty killed, two hundred and sixty woundetl, and seven
missing." (Long's Avhole force Avas one thousand five
hundred and fifty officei-s and men, the loss in the division being thus tAventy per ctmt. of the whole force.)
"General Long Avas wounded in the head. Colonels Miller
and McCormick in the leg, and Colonel Briggs in the
breast. I doubt if the history of this, or any other Avar,
will shoAv another instance in Avliich a line of Avorks as
strongly constructed and as well defended as this, by
musketry and artillery, has been stormed and carried by
a single line of men without support."
As show ing how completely Forrest was out-generaled
by Wilson in these movements, the following extracts
from Jordan and Pryor's "Campaigns of General Forrest" is inserted: " W e must now turn to the movements, meanwhile, of the divisions of Chalmers and Jackson, so far, at least, as may shed light upon the causes
Avhich hindered a timely concentration of all Confederate
defensive resources across the path of Wilson. Armstrong' s brigade moved on the 26th of March, two days
ahead of Chalmers' division; but he was overtaken by
General Chalmers and staff at Greensboro', on the 28th.
At Marion, in consequence of an order from General
Forrest, prescribing concentration, Armstrong halted. The
country is one of great fertility, abounding at the time in
large, highly improved plantations, handsome houses,
Avith pretty villages, and had never been visited by any
of the material ills of the war. The people * * made
their reception and stay very pleasant; an unwonted
holidaA' Stark s brigade came up on the afternoon of the
30th, and that night AA'as ordered to move at elcA-en o'clock
on Plantersville. " "The Catawba was crossed late in
the afternoon of the 31st, but sAAarajisand wretched roads
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made General Chalmers diverge from his projected line of
march towards Randolph, and seek practicable roads for
his artillery, etc." Observe, that at this time Minty held
the road between Randolph and Plantersville, hence the
divergence of Chalmers; and Long's whole division was
interposed between Chalmers and Armstrong, hence the
latter was '' detached." " Jackson's division, moving on
the road assigned it, encountered Croxton eight miles
north of Scottsville, and, after a sharp fight, dispersed
that brigade (?) but as the bridge over the Catawba, near
Centerville, was burned by McCook, he was unable to pass
that stream in time to throw the weight of his splendid
diAdsion into the unequal scales." Observe, Croxton was
not defeated, but, on the contrary, drove Jackson back,
and held the bridge; nor was the bridge burned by McCook, for Long passed over it that day. Jackson was
simply beaten and driven out of his course.
The following graphic description of the assault by
Minty, and the scenes inside the rebel lines and city during the assault and capture, from the same authority and
work, is of great interest:
"As we have mentioned, the Confederate artillery was
not provided with proper ammunition, and despite all the
fire that was opened upon their adversaries, the advancing Federal lines moved up steadily and handsomely to
their work. They were armed Avith Spencer rifles (repeaters) and breech-loaders, and from their massive " ! !
[oh! Lordy, thirty-three officers and six hundred and
seventy-one men, remember,] "lines poured out an unceasing stream of leaden hail, to which the return fire of
the attenuated Confederate line was that of a skirmish
to the uproar of a battle at its climax.
*
*
*
Meanwhile, the militia began to falter, and gradually
quit their places behind the breast-works, leaving broad
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gaps, and Armstrong's right exposed. Roddy was directed to move over and fill the breach, but before it could
be effecteil, the enemy had reached the exposed, deserted
.section of the lines, and surmounted it, cutting Roddy
and Armstrong in sunder.
Turning leftward, they
opened an enfilading fire upon Armstrong. *
*
*
At this, Armstrong Avas forced to withdraw his brigade,
Avhich having to do under a heavy fire, his loss Avas very
great.
" I n the meantime, the militia had throAvn iaAA-av their
arms, and Avere swiftly seeking their horses and divesting
themselves, as they fled, of all that would betray their
late connection with the defense of Selma. The scene,
generally, was one of the wildest confusion. The Confederates, beaten from the breast-works, were rushing toward their horses. In the town, the streets were choked
Avith horses, soldiers, and citizens, hurrying wildly to and
fro. Clouds of dust rose, and it was difficult to distinguish friend from foe. From the houses came the wails
and lamentations of terrified women and children, about
to be left to the tender mercies of a storming enemy
"The Federals still firing upon their routed, fleeing adversaries, further resistance, upon a field so utterly lost,
*
*
*
Avas worse than useless. But
what avenue of escape AA^as there left open? For the
broad Alabama river effectually closed the way in that
quarter, as the enemy did, apparently, on all other sides.
*
*
*
*
Forrest, assembling his staff and
escort, sallied forth on the Montgomery road, upon AA-hich,
as yet, no hostile force barred the egress."

C. C. McCORMICK,
COLONEL 7 T H PENNSYLVANIA CAVALRV.
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Surrender of Macon.
OFFICIAL LIST OF CASUALTIES.

Seventh Pennsylvania,
Fourth Michigan,
Third Ohio
Fourth Ohio,.
Total aggregate.

1

1
2

4

2

5

1

47
1
8
44

3

8

5

100

TOTAL.

t

13
O

om
5

Men.

Men.

a

Officers.

WOUNDED. . MISSING.

Officers.

Men.

BKGIMENTS.

Officers.

KILLED.

1

6

1
3

48
3
14
49

1

6

9

114

The division moved rapidly from Selma to Montgomery,
capturing that city, with its stores, garrisons, and works;
then, by way of Columbus, Georgia, on the Chattahoochee river, where, on the 16th of April, it stormed the
works, capturing an immense park of artillery; thence
to Macon, Georgia, where, on the 21st, it, after two days'
fighting, received the surrender of General Howell Cobb
and over nine thousand troops, and thirty pieces of artillery, Avith its garrisons and armament complete.
With the surrender of Macon, closed its days of fighting, but not of its important services ; the most important, and the great closing act in the drama of the rebellion falling to its lot, and furnishing the subject of
the next chapter.

CHAPTER XXVIIL
C.APTiMt?: O F J E F F K U S O N D A V I S .
" Woave him a mantle of burning shame,
Stamp on his forehead that dreadful name,
AVhich dt'ods like his inscribe in blood,—
A TRAITOR to man I a traitor to God I
Plait him a crown of the flower that comes
In the ashes that lie o'er burned homes!
Let his scepter be the smoking brand,
AVhich his fiat sent throughout the land I"

|ITH the capture of Macon, the fighting days of
the brigade ended, but the fortunes of war had
reserved for it to enact the last croAvning deed
and perform for the Nation the last grand service, by capturing the arch traitor, the chief of the original conspirators, the President and commander-in-chief of all the
armies and navies of the so-called Confederate States of
America.
When Grant, on that memorable 3d of April, 1865,
pierced the rebel lines at Petersburg, Virginia, and droA'e
Lee to the march which culminated at Appomattox, Davis
intent only on a selfish provision for his personal safety
and comfort, in the language of Pollard's " Lost Cause,"—
"nervously prepared at his house his private baggage,
and he never ventured in the streets, until, under cover of
night, he got, unobserved, on the train that Avas to convey
him from Richmond. He did not forget the gold in the
Trea.siiry. amounting to less than forty thousand doUara.
It had been proposed some days before in Congress,
(rebel,) to distribute it as largess to the discontented
(444)
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(rebel) soldiers ; but Mr. Davis had insisted uiDon reserving it for exigencies, and it was now secured in his haggage " " H e did forget his sword."
On the night of the 14tli of April, President Lincoln
Avas murdered in Washington city by a band of rebel
con.spirators, and in view of information obtained by the
spies and secret service bureau of the Government, it
AA-as believed that the rebel leaders, and Jefferson Davis
in particular, had been privy to the assassination conspiracy The acting President, Andrew Johnson, therefore, issued a proclamation offering a reward of one hundred thousand dollars for the capture of the fugitive
Davis.
On the evening of May Tth, Brigadier General Minty,
commanding the division, dispatched Lieutenant Colonel
Pritchard, with Fourth Michigan cavalry, to picket the
Ocmulgee river and to patrol the south bank from seventy to one hundred miles, in order to intercept Davis and
his party, if he attempted to cross. On the 6tli to Sth,
Lieutenant Colonel Andress, with the Seventh Pennsylvania, had been in pursuit of the party, scouting the
country east and south of Macon ; and on the 6th had
overtaken one part of the original party. It will be borne
in mind that the " Southern Confederacy," UOAV represented alone by Davis, the members of his cabinet. General Breckenridge, and about one hundred Kentucky
troops, of Morgan's old brigade, had held a " c a b i n e t "
meeting at Washington, Georgia, and the party divided,
Benjamin and Breckenridge, with a part of the soldiers,
moving directly toward the Gulf, Avhile Davis, Reagan,
Duke, and about forty-five men, proceeded doAvn the
country in the same direction, following the general
course of the Ocmulgee river. There is some confiict of
statement as to what was done with the gold Davis had
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taken Avith him, Basil Duke says it was divided among
the soldiers; others .say it was stolen by Morgan's men,
and others, wliich comports most clo.sely with all the established facts, that it Avas divided between the parties ;
Breckenridge and Benjamin's party receiving about one
third, and Davis and his jiarty retaining the balance ; and
that Benjamin and Breckenridge divided their share Avith
the soldiers of their comjiany ; Avhile the soldiers Avith
Davis, abandoning the party on theStli, took all the gold
they could get along with them. At all events, this is
knoAvn, that on the Tth of May, the Seventh Pennsylvania struck the trail of Davis and soon after dispersed the
soldiers, capturing a wagon loaded with boxes marked
" a m m u n i t i o n , " such as musket cartridges were usually
1 lacked in. Either from accident, or from an intimation
of some of the prisoners, the boys of the Seventh Pennsylvania found that, instead of lead and powder-charged
cartridges, the boxes were filled with gold, and, constituting themselves each a disbursing officer for the defunct Confederacy, it did not take them long to make
another division of this portion of the fund,—each man
taking as much as he could stow into his pockets, saddlebags, haversack, and, in some cases, his boots !
The history of this gold is somewhat peculiar, and in
itself epitomizes the history of the " C o n f e d e r a c y " It
Avas largely made u p of sums deposited by private parties.
Northern and Southern business men, in the banks of
Richmond and Charleston, to the credit of Northern
merchants, in the transaction of ordinary business. The
Southern banks first stole the money from their Northern
creditors by "suspending p a y m e n t " in 1860, in anticipation of the rebellion, and as a part of that great conspiracy of treason, dishonor, and infamy
By various
acts, first of rebel State Legislatures, and aftenvards of
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the rebel Congress, it was " sequestrated " from the banks
and '' covered'' into the '' Confederate treasury.'' It was
then " taken" by Jefferson Davis from the treasury, and
"reserved" by him for "exigencies," packed into ammunition boxes, and hauled in his train of private baggage
far into Georgia. Morgan's men thought the ' 'exigency''
complete on the night of May 5, 1865, and took it under
guard. The private soldiers of the Seventh Pennsylvania
cavalry, without their officers ever suspecting that it was
other than comparatively valueless ammunition, "disbursed" it among themselves, after their oAvn fashion.
Some of the soldiers say they generously allowed the
twenty or thirty rebels, who, being already paroled, were
not strictly prisoners, to-share in the "disbursement;"
and, finally, some days afterwards, the "ammunition"
having disappeared, the suspicions of the commanding
officers were aroused, and a strict search of every man
and horse belonging to the regiment being made suddenly,
while it was on a march, all that could be found was
taken from the boys and duly transferred, by proper receipt and circumlocution, into the treasury of the United
States. In the end the "bondholders" got it, as they
finally did about everything of value owned by the
United States.
Crossing the Ocmulgee, the regiment pushed on after
Davis and his party, making, during the night of the 9th,
a circuit eastward of Irwinville, Georgia, and planted
themselves, on the morning of the 10th, on the road southward of that place, intending to intercept Davis and his
party while on the march; but, while waiting for him to
come along, learned that Davis had been captured that
morning by the Fourth Michigan cavalry, under Colonel
Pritchard.
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Lieutenant Colonel Pritchard, after patroling the Ocmulgee, and posting picketing parties, became convinced
that Davis and party had already crossed that river, and,
taking all his force not already placed on duty, moved, all
night of the Tth, in pursuit of what he suspected was
the party, making a march of thirty-six miles, when he
halted at 1, P. M,, Avhen, after feeding, he tnoved fifteen
miles further and encamped near Hawkinsville. At 4,
A. M., of the 9th, he moved in the direction of Abbeyville, Avhen^ he arrived at 3, P , M. It AVJVS now learned
that an " emigrant family," witliAvagons, tents, etc., and
a few soldiers, had crossed the Ocmulgee at Brown sferiy
about midnight before, had stopped at Abbeyville to
feed, and moved on again before daylight in the direction
of Irwinville. Colonel Pritchard, although not aware
that Davis had disguised himself, and was seeking to escape by traveling under the guise of an ordinary farmer
and representing himself and party as a family of emigrants moving from the northern to the southern counties
of the State, considered it his d u t y to interview an " emigrant Avho was traveling Avith twelve wagons, tAvo ambulances, tents, and camp equipage, escorted by soldiers,"
and Avho moved so hastily as only to halt in the middle of
the night long enough to feed !
At Abbeyville he met Colonel Harden, of the First Wisconsin cavalry, who stated that he had a force of seventy
men folloAving the party, and t h a t they Avere about two
hours in advance. Pritchard, therefore, determined to
continue on down the river. About three miles below,
however, he learned such additional facts as convinced
him that it Avas some part of the Davis cabinet, and at
once took a route Avhich led through unfrequented ways
and by circuitous roads to Irwinville, thinking that the
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party Avould be likely to pass from road to road, as they
were evidently trying to battle pursuit.
Making a detail of seven officers, himself included, and
one hundred and twenty-eight men Avell mounted, he left
Captain Hathaway, Avith the rest of the regiment, to
jucket the river and scout the country ; and, with the detail, moved at 4 o'clock to Wilcox's Mills, thence by blind
roads through the pine woods eighteen miles, reaching
IrAvinville about 1 o' clock on the morning of the 10th.
He here represented himself and command as "Confede r a t e s " and a part of the escort, inquired for " our train,"
etc. By this means he learned that a train and party
such as he described had encamped about dark, the evening before, about a mile and a half out of town on the
Abbeyville road. Taking a negro for a guide, he marched
in that direction, and on nearing the camp, halted behind
a hill, and sent Lieutenant Purinton, with twenty-five
dismounted men, to march round the camp without discovering himself, if possible, and, gaining the rear, post
his men so as to cut off all escape. It being now after 2
o'clock, and very dark, he concluded to wait until daylight before making the attack, lest some of the party
might escape by hiding in the bushes. J u s t at dawn he
moved forward and got within four or five rods of the
camp, Avhen, on being challenged by a sentinel, he dashed
foiAA^ard, and in an instant the Avhole camp was captured
and a mounted guard thrown around it, and dismounted
sentinels placed at each tent and wagon. The surprise
Avas complete, and none of the enemy were able to make
the slightest resistance, their weapons being taken from
their sides Avhile many were yet asleep.
A few minutes after Pritchard had thus obtained complete possession of the camp, and before the nature and
extent of the capture were ascertained, a sharp tire Avas
29
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oi>ened on the dismounted men, under Lituitenant Purinton in rear of the camp on the Abbeyville road. Pritchai-d
collectetl all his men, except the guards and sentimds, and
moveil to the support of the lieutenant, Avhose men he
found shaiply engageil Avith a party who Avei-e firing on
them from behind trees, &c. From the determined character of the attack, and theix'culiar rej)orts of the guns
used, he soon began to suspect that he was engaging some
jiortion of the Union troojis, and ordering his men to
cease firing, rode to the front and inquired AVIIO they
Avere. They answered " First Wisconsin !" This unfortunate mistake resulted in killing two men and Avounding one officer of the Fourth Michigan, and three men
severely wounded in the First Wisconsin.
While the colonel and most of the men were thus absent, engaged in the skirmish in rear of the camp, and
amidst the firing, or leather AA'hen it commenced, the inmates of one of the tents, aroused by the skirmish, told
the guard, Andrew Bee, that " t h e y were l a d i e s " in that
tent, and in a fcAv minutes two persons, who, as Bee said,
" l o o k e d like women,'' came out of the tent, one carrying
a tin-pail. Addressing Lieutenant Dickinson, Avho Avas
in charge of the guards, the lady said : "" Please, lieuten.ant, let me and my grandmother go to the brook to get
Avater." A white servant-girl also came out of the tent
and joined the other two, and the three then passed on
toAvard the brook. After going a short distance, it Avas
noticed that one of the '' women'' had cavalry boots on ;
and the guard, calling the lieutenant's attention to that
fact, ran after, and, raising an alarm, the party was surrounded by Lieutenant Julian G, Dickinson, Corporal
George M. Munger, and Privates AndreAv Bee, James H.
Lynch, and James F Bullard. A Avoman, AA-ho proved to
be Mrs. Davis, when the alarm Avas given by Bee, ran out
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of the tent, and placing her hands over the " old grandmother's" face said: "Guard, don't shoot," and turning to the others added, "You may not admire Mr.
Davis' principles, but he is a reverend man.'' It was then
first known that they had captured Jefferson Davis, and
his identity was thus first announced. Even then Davis
refused to acknowledge that he was the man, and in answer to a direct question from Colonel Pritchard, who
soon after came up and joined the group before Davis was
taken back to the tent, he answered, " You may call me
who or what you please !" At the time Andrew Bee
halted Davis, and from the moment he came out of the
tent, and the lady with him represented him as her old
grandmother, up to the time he was halted, '' he had on
a black mourning gown, belted at the waist, and reaching
to his ankles, a shawl over his head and shoulders, and
a black cloth under the shawl covering his forehead ; he
walked stooped over, as a very old woman would." Defeated and detected in his effort to escape in this disguise,
and captured by the hated Yankees he had so long traduced and villified, he now petulantly broke out into
childish rage and foolish flings at the courage and manhood of his captors. Addressing the colonel commanding, a moment after his capture, iand soon after he had
thrown off the shawl, he said : " I suppose you consider
it bravery to charge a train of defenseless women and
children, but it is theft, it is vandalism .'"
Colonel Pritchard now proceeded to take an inventory
of his captures. First, and of chief importance, Jefferson
Davis, President of the defunct " Confederacy."
Mrs. Davis, his Avife, and four children.
John H. Reagan, Postmaster General of the Confederacy.
Colonels Johnson and Lubbock, Aid-de-Camps to Davis.
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Burton N Harrison, Davis' private secretary
Major Maurand, Captain Moody, and Lieutenant HathaAA-ay of the rebel army, and Jeff 1). Howell, midshipman
in the rebel navy, and thirteen jirivate soldiers.
Miss Maggie Howell, sister of Mrs. Davis, the young
lady Avho rejiresented Davis as her old " g r a n d m o t h e r , "
and accomiianied him toward the brook, e a r n i n g a pail
the Avhile; IAVO Availing maids, one Avhite the other colored,
and seven servants.
Three ambulances, five wagons, fifteen horses, and
thirty mides, besides all the arms of the party.
After alloAving time for the prisoners to breakfast, the
column Avas formed, and, resuming its march toward Macon, it met the brigade at Hawkinsville on the 11th, where
Colonel Pritchard learned first of the assassination of
President Lincoln, and of the reAvard for the capture of
Davis. The command arrived at Macon at 3, p. M,, on
the 13th of MayThe following official list of the officers and men Avho
were present at the capture of Jefferson DEAOS is taken
from " Michigan in the War,"'—all being of Fourth
Michigan cavalry: Lieutenant Colonel Benjamin D.
Pritchard, commanding Fourth Michigan; Julian G.
Dickinson,
a d j u t a n t ; Perry J. Davis, quartermaster;
Charles T. Hudson, captain company E ; Henry S. Boutelle, first lieutenant company C; Silas J. Stauber, first
lieutenant company G ; Alfred B. Purinton, second lieutenant company I : John Bennett, second lieutenant company B.
Company A.—Sergeants Tliomas Davis, Thomas Riley,
Geoi<re A. Simmons. Rezin Wright. Corjjorals Darwin
Dunning, Robert L. Reynolds, LAmian J. Russell. Pri
vates William Balon, Daniel C. Blinn, Gilbert Coata
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James Fullerton, Casper Knable, Philo Morse, Charles
W Nichols, Henry Provost, George Rinkle.
Company B.—Sergeants A. A. Braley, E. A. Ford. Corporals B. B. Bennett, William Crow, C. F. Parker, J. FSherbourne, U. B. Tuttle. Privates Augustus Armstrong,
J. A. Boutelle, Frank Crim, John Nichols, A. L. Shepherd, W P Steadman, Wm. V Wood, L. H. Wilcox.
Company C.—Corporals David J Curry, George M.
Munger, Reuben Palmerton, Abram Sebring. Privates
James P Bullard, David Dillon, Frank C. Leach, James
H. Lynch, Stephen B. Munson, (killed,) Rensselaer Riggs,
John Rupert, Harmon Stevens, William J. Smith.
Company D.—-Corporal James H. Place. Privates John
Brown, Thomas Hunter, Burt Judson, Horace C. Jenney,
W m . H. J- Martin, Jacob E. Munn, W m . Parker, Francis
E. Thompson, Z. H. Wilcox.
Company E.—Sergeants George A. Bullard, David B.
Green. Corporals Dewitt C. Carr, W m . H. Crittenden,
John Hines, (killed,) Charles W Tyler. Privates Silas
Bullard, George F Delmange, W m . F Driesman, Henry
Johnson, Robert G. Tripp, John G. Stevens, Peter Lagorney, Oscar E. Tefft.
Company F—Sergeant John Correnton. Corporals
DeAAitt C. Cobb, Wm. F Trew. Privates Joseph Bellinger, Henry Bradock, Dennis Drescoe, Henry Tricky, John
F Grossman, Ira Harrington, Jr., Homer Hazelton, B.
Franklin Nichols, James Patterson, George Raab, Wm.
Wright.
Company G.—Sergeants John Cavanaugh, Jeremiah
H. Craig, Jacob N Frash, James F O'Brien, Wm. H.
Palmeteer. Corporals John Ballou, George Myers, Leander B. Shaw, George W Van Syckle. Privates Daniel
Graham, David Cunningham, Joshua Parks, Gary Reed,
John A. Skinner, Joseph Odrin.
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Company I.—Sergeant-^ Lester P Bates, E l i a s F Pierce.
Corporals Preston AV Brown, Jerome B. Heath. Privates
George W Rodwell, Martin L. Brown, Geoi'ge M.
Dutcher, AVni. Dill, Charles Flugger, Daniel E. Krumm,
Patrick ^IcKennedy, Charles W Middaugh, Hiram McCoUough, Martin R. Pettit, Luke M. Thayer.
Company K. —Sergeant Ansel Adams. Corporal Alonzo
Moe. Privates Thomas Folley, Decatur Jaycox, John H.
Kelch, Edwin Mabie, Smith B. Mills, James R. Norton,
Jacob D. Newith, J o h n Nelson, Enoch L. Rhodes, Nathaniel Root.
Company L.—Sergeants Benjamin K. Coif, Joseph
lloffmaster. Corporals Charles C. Marsh, William Oliver.
Privates Andrew Bee, Benjamin F Carpenter, Daniel
Edwards, E, Lane, J. W Lindsley, William Munn,
William Newkirk, George Noggle, Perry Phelps, Jesse
J. Penfield, Joseph Stewart.
Company M.—First Sergeant Wesley D. Pond. Corporals Simeon Huff, Henry Shanahan. Privates Andrew
Anderson, Robert Arnold, Emanuel Beazan, J o h n Vantyle.
The camp in which Davis and his party were found
Avas in a thick pine forest, not far from a running b r o o k ;
it Avas a healthful, retired place, and pleasantly situated.
In it were three wall tents in line, parallel Avith the road ;
the space between the tents was occupied by the horses.
Near by was a camp of the troop, with the wagons, ambulances, horses, and cavalry equipments. Opposite the
tent occupied by Davis, was a fine horse, saddled and
bridled, with holsters and a valise, held by a colored man.
This Avas Davis' well trained and fleetest saddle horse,
held in readiness at the time, and in all probability at
all times, for the escajie of the fugitive i-ebel.
During the march to Macon, no incident of special mo-
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ment occurred, except that a request was made for Davis
to be permitted to sleep in a house one night, which, being
evidently for the purpose of attempting an escape, was
very promptly refused. No indignity was offered and he
was but once spoken to by the men of the guard. The
horse " ready held for flight" was captured by a soldier,
who rode him into Macon. One day, the soldier, approaching Davis, said : "Mr. Davis, you won't need this
horse any more, hadn't you better give him to me ?"
When Colonel Johnson, of Davis' staff, being near, in
much passion, said: " How dare you insult the President
in this manner ?" "President!" said the soldier, with
contempt: " Hell, what's Jie President of?" On being
informed that he could not keep the horse, the soldier
got permission to use him one night on picket. The
picket was fired on that night and the horse killed!
It would be a pleasure to the author, as no doubt a satisfaction to the reader, to here insert the report of Colonel
Pritchard in full, but it is impossible, in a work of this
kind, to publish all the good things said, as it is an account of all the good things done, hence we content ourselves Avith the following extracts:
HEAD-QUARTEUS F O U R T H MICHIGAN CAVALRY DETACHMENT,
AVASHINGTON, D . C , May 25, 1865.
Hon. E. M. STANTON,

Secretary of War, Washington, D. C.:
SIR : I have the honor to report, that in obedience to orders received from
General R. H. G. Minty, commanding division, I left Macon, Georgia, at 8,
p. M., on the 7th instant,
*
*
*
fg^ the purpose of capturing
Jeff Davis and party, who was reported to have left Washington, Georgia,
on the morning of the 4th, traveling southward.
*
*
*
*
After moving to within one and a half miles of their camp, I halted, under
cover of a slight eminence, dismounted twenty-five men, and sent them, under
command of Lieutenant Purinton, to make the circuit of the camp and gain a
position in its rear, and thus cut off all possibility of escape,
*
*
and if an alarm was raised I would immediately charge the camp.
*
*
I had not decided, at this time, whether to move upon the camp at once or to
wait until daylight; but, upon further consideration, decided to delay it, as it
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was now alter 2 o'clock in the mominfr. (of tlie loth,) the moon W;L< Li'tting
low, and the cieep shadows of the fon-st were fulling heavily, nndering it
eiLsv for persons to cscajx; undiscovered to the woods and swamp in the darkness.
After waiting an hour or more, and jti.st a» the earliest dawn appeared, I
put the column in motion, and was enabled to approach within four or five
rods of the eanip uiidi.Hcovered, when a dash was onlered. and in an instant
the whole eiunj), with its inmates, was ours.
A chain of mounted guards
was immediately thrown around the camp, and dismounted sentries placed at
the tents and wagons.
«
•
»
As soon as the firing ceased, I returned to camp and took an inventory of
our captures, when I ascertained that we had captured Jeff Davis, his wife,
and four children; John H. Reagan, his Postmaster General; Coloneb Johnson and Lubbock, aids-de-camp to Davis; Burton N . Harrison, his private
secretary ; Major Maurand, Captain Moody, Lieutenant Hathaway, Jell". D .
Howell, (midshipman in the rebel navy,) and thirteen private soldiers.
*
•
*
*
Ujwn returning to camp, I was accosted by
Davis, from among the prisoners, who asked if I was the officer in command.
U{K)n astsuring him that 1 was, and asking whom I was to call him, he replied
that I might call him "what or whoever I pleased;" when I replied that I
would call him Mr. Davis, and, after a moment's hesitation, he said that was
liis name. He suddenly drew himself up, in true royal dignity, and exclaimed: " I suppose that you consider it bravery to charge a train of defenseless women and children, but it is theft—it is vandalism. I''
*
*
Retaining my independent command, I continued my march to Macon,
where I arrived at 3, P. M., on the 13th. While yet on the march, and nine
miles out of town, I received orders, by courier, to provide myself Avith a
special detail of three officers and twenty men from my regiment, and prepare to depart at once for AN'asliington, as special escort for Davis and party.
*
•
*
I left Macon, by special train, at 7 o'clock, on
the evening of the 13th.
*
*
Arriving at Atlanta at
daylight on the 14th, 1 found a train and guard in readiness to convey the
party to Augusta, where we arrived at sunset same day, finding carriages and
everything in readiness to convey us to the steamer Standish, lying four miles
below the city. W e arrived on board at 8 o'clock, when I receivctl Alexander H. Stephens and Major General Wheeler and staff, and immediately
sailed for Savannah, where we arrived at 10 o'clock on the 16th. Reported
to General Burge, and at 4 o'clock, A. M , the steamer Emile was ordered
alongside, and the prisoners and guard were transferred on board, when she
immediately steamed for Hilton Head. AVhen opjxwite Fort Jackson, we
met the steamer Cult, with General Gilmore on boar<l, to whom I reported,
and when we reached ."savannah, he telegrapheil to Hilton Head for the
steamer Clyde to be got iu readiness at once to receive the prisoners and convey them to AViL-hington.
Ujioii our arrival, we found all things in readiness, and the transfer from
the EmiU to the Clyde took place immediately, and at 3, p. M., of the 16th,
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we put to sea, under convoy of the steam sloop-of-war Tuscarora. Arriving
at Fortress Monroe at noon on the 19th, I immediately proceeded to shore,
and telegraphed my arrival to the adjutant general, and received orders, in
reply, to anchor out, and await further orders.
*
*
»
On the afternoon of the 22d, the prisoners Davis and Clay were transferred,
under orders, to the casemates of Fortress Monroe, and turned over to Brevet
Major General Miles, the Fourth Michigan cavalry acting as special escort,
after which it was temporarily assigned quarters within the fort.
On the afternoon of the 23d, I received orders from the War Department,
through General Miles, directing me to procure the disguise worn by Davis at
the time of his capture, and proceed to Washington, and report to the Secretary of War. Accordingly, I went over to the steamer Clyde, and received
from Mrs. Davis a lady's water-proof cloak, or robe, which, Mrs. Davis said,
was worn by Davis as a disguise at the time of his capture, and which was identified by the men who saw it on him at the time. On the morning following,
the balance of the disguise was procured, which consisted of a shawl, which
was identified, and admitted to be the one by Mrs. Davis. These articles I
brought to Washington, and turned them over to the Secretary of War.
*
*
*
*
*
*
It is, indeed, hard to individualize when all have done their whole duty,
but still I would make special mention of those assigned to important duties,
and who perfwmed those duties well, among whom are Captain Hathaway,
commanding that part of the regiment picketing the rear; Captain Charles
T. Hudson, in command of the advance guard of fourteen picked men, and
who led the column into the camp; Lieutenants Silas J. Stauber and Henry
S. BouteUe, who were commanding fifty men each, in detachments, the latter
of whom was severely wounded, while gallantly leading his men; Lieutenant
A. B. Purinton, who had charge of dismounted men, making the circuit of
the enemy's camp; Lieutenants Dickinson and Davis, for general duties as
aids, and Bennett, commanding rear-guard. All the above oflicers are entitled to the highest praise, and, in my judgment, deserve promotion. *
*
In conclusion, at the request of the adjutant general, that I should state in
my report to whom, in my judgment, the reward offered by the Government
ought to be given,
*
*
*
I feel that in no case should the
reward be granted to a less number than the one hundred and twenty-eight
men and eight officers who were actually present at the time of Davis' capture, and I am inclined to the opinion that it should be distributed to the four
hundred and nineteen men and twenty officers comprising the expedition; and
when I say this, I believe I utter the wishes of a majority of the officers and
men.
«
*
*
With these remarks, the whole is respectfully submitted, and I have the
honor to subscribe myself.
Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
B. D.

PRITCHARD,

Lieutenant Colonel, Fourth Michigan Cavalry.
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The following account, with accompanying statements
of the eye-Avitnesses of the capture, is inserted, taken from
the Allegan (Michigan) Journal of March 30, 1878:
ffow They Caught Jeff—Oenerdl B. D. Pritchard^$ Account of ihe Capture
and Disguise—Davis Did Have Women's Clothes On—Some Conversations
Never Before Printed—A Complete S^futation of Certain False Statementtlb the Editors of The Journal.
In response to your requests, I avail myself of the courtesy extended,
granting me space in your columns to place before your readers and the
pubUc a biief summary of the leading facts and incidents connected with
the capture of Jefferson Davis and party, as by so doing I shall be able to
reply in a general way to the scores of letters addressed to me from all
parts of the country, making various inquiries relating to the peculiar circumstances of this capture, and correct, in part, at least, the many eironeous statements put into circulation by parties who had no actual knowledge of the things they attempted to describe; also to meet and refute, I
trust, so far as the facts in the case and historic truth may require, the persistent and maliciously false statements of those who seemingly have only
one object in view, and that the relieving of Mr. Davis from that odium
and disgrace which may attach from the fact that he ignoDuniously sought
personal safety and escape through a disguise as a woman.
But before proceeding further, I deem it but a simple act of justice to
myself to say that I do not thus appear in a newspaper article for the further discussion of this subject as a matter of personal choice, but only when
to remain silent longer would seem on my part an mexcusable disregard of
duty, to the great number of our people, both North and South, who still
evince, by their earnest inquiry, a deep and continued interest in knowing
the truth connected with this closing event of the rebellion.
It is now nearly thirteen years since my official report of the Davis capture, with accompanying affidavits and statements, was filed in the office of
the Secretary of War, and I have earnestly desired that it should be all
that I might be called upon to say in the matter, and have persistently retrained from entering into any discussion of the subject through the press,
often at the cost of greatly disappointing, if not displeasing, my friends.
But, during this time, many articles have been written and sown broadcast
by the apparent friends of Mr. Davis, in a spirit and manner strongly indicating, if not proving, the existence of a thoroughly concerted plan by the
parties interested, to gradually overshadow and smother out the peculiarly
unpleasant truths connected with the capture, by a continuous cross-fire of
evasive statements and partial denials, the way being first prepared by an
array of articles published by persons wholly unknown, and who had no
personal knowledge of the facts in the case, making false and extravagant
statements, and finally dosing in with a shower of heavy articles, such as
the country has lately been treated to, coming from members of the cabinet,
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military staff, or household of Mr. Davis. While it is true that none of
these latter parties (excepting, perhaps, one) have been wilhng to deny absolutely that Mr. Davis was disguised in female attire at the time of his
capture, yet it is clearly apparent that their statements are intended to be
so received, and to have the effect of positive proof upon that point with
those who may not have had the opportunity or taken the trouble to examine critically the many lengthy articles pubhshed on this subject. But I
defer further comment in this direction until further on, when I shall take
up such of those published statements as deserve notice more in detail.
In the brief description of the movements of the forces under my command, which resulted in the capture, I shall omit • everything in my judgment not necessary to convey a clear and concise understanding of the conditions and circumstances under which the capture -was effected, and shall
give no further attention to the question of " good faith" on the part of the
commanders of the Federal forces in pursuing and capturing Mr. Davis and
party, after the surrender of the principal Confederate armies, under Generals
Lee and Johnston, raised by Mr. Reagan, than to say that it was admitted by
Mr. Davis, and those captured with hun, that they had not surrendered, but
were putting forth every effort to pass the Union forces in the gulf States,
and join the only rebel army then in the field under Price in Texas.
The orders ^under which I acted were received from Colonel R. H. G.
Minty, commanding the second division of the cavalry corps, mihtary division of the Mississippi, and from whom, on the afternoon of Sunday, May
7, 1865, I received direct orders to report immediately to him in person
for instructions. On my arrival, he detailed to me the information received
by General Wilson from his forces in the direction of Augusta, regarding
the movments southward of the principal parties connected with the Confederate government, and the desire to effect their capture if possible, directing
me to proceed with my regiment, the Fourth Michigan cavalry, from its
camp near Macon, Georgia, down the southerly side of the Ocmulgee river,
a distance of seventy-five or one hundred miles, to take possession of all
the fords and ferries below Hawkinsville, and to picket the river, and
scout the country north and south of the river as thoroughly as the strength
of my command would permit. Certain places appearing on the maps were
thought to be desirable points for establishing the head-quarters of my
regiment, but that matter was left to my own discretion upon arriving
upon the ground; and, if pursuit became necessary, I was authorized to
disregard all points and communications, and pursue as far as might be
deemed necessary, even to the gulf or the ocean.
In obedience to the orders above stated, which were verbal and strictly
secret, I moved with my command from camp at Macon, at 8 o'clock the
same evening, pursuing the main highway leading down the south side of
the Ocmulgee river, in the general direction therewith, leaving everything
in camp which might in any way impede our free and rapid movement. As
this article is not intended to describe in detail the incidents of the march,
I will simply say that we pressed forward by rapid forced marches, night
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and day, only halting long enough to feed and rest our horses, until the 9th
day of Afi»y, at 3 o'clock, p. M., when we arriveii at Abbyville, .seventy-five
miles from Macon, where we first struck the trail of what proved to be the
train of the Davis i)arty, and which had gone on in the direction of Irwinsville the night before. Here we also met Lieutenant Colonel Harden,
commanding a detachment of the First AVisconsin cavalry, with whom a
brief consultation wius held, when it was decided that w<> could not plan
any concerted action for the two commands, and that (^ach had better act
independently; and then we separated. Colonel Harden, with his command, pursuing the train on the direct road to Trwiiisville, with the announced intention on his part of ])re.s.sing through to that place that night
before going into camp. I continued my march down the river, after sending eoiupany H, of my regiment, under Lieutenant Fisk, to take possession
of Brown's ferry, one mile and a half above .Vbbyville. After moving three
miles further, we met persons who gave us additional information regarding the character of the train, and also of the roads. Learning that there
was another road leading into Irwinsville, from a point known as AVilcox's
Mills, about fifteen miles below Abbyville, I decided to press forward by
this road in the direction of Irwinsville, beUeving that if Mr. Davis was
travehng apart from the train, as he was reported as doing, communicating
with it from time to time, he would be likely to be traveling on the road
which I proposed to take; and if Colonel Harden pressed through to
Irwinsville, as he expected to when we separated, we would place them between us, and thus greatly increase the chances of a capture. I accordingly
ordered a detail of one hundred and fifty of the best mounted men of my
regiment, and seven officers beside myself; but the full detaU of enlisted
men was not filled, owing to the jaded condition of the horses. At four
o'clock I put the column in motion, moving still down the river road a distance of twelve miles, to Wilcox's Mills, where a halt of one hour was made
to feed and cool the horses. From thence we proceeded by a bhnd woods
road, through an almost unbroken pine forest, for a distance of eighteen miles
to Irwinsville, where we arrived at about one o'clock, on the morning of
May 10. The roads were first closely exainine<l in all directions, but no
traces could be discovered of the passage of a train or a mounted force, at
which we were much surprised, as we had confidently expected to either
meet Colonel Harden at that point, or fall in rear of his command, and
concluded at first that the train must have taken some other course; but
upon inquiry, and passing ourselves as Confederates, we soon learned that
a considerable party had gone into camj), just at dark the evening before,
about a mile and a half out of town, on the Abbyville road. I at first
thought It must be tho First AA'isconsin, but, upon further inriuiry, learned
that they had t»^nts and wagons, which I knew was not the case with
Colonel Harden s command. I at once turned the head of tlie column in
that direction, impressing a negro for a guide, movinu' my command up to
within about a half mile of the camp, where I halted under cover of a small
eminence, and dismounted twenty-tive men, and sent them, under com-
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mand of Lieutenant Purinton, with instructions to make the circuit of the
camp, and gain a position on the road in rear of the enemy, to cut off escape
in that direction, to gain the position designated, undiscovered, if possible,
but, if discovered, and an alarm was raised, I would charge the camp from the
front, and he was to move upon the camp from any position he might then
hold; but, if no alarm was raised, I should take it for granted that he had
successfully executed his orders, where he should remain quiet until I should
assault the camp, as I had not then decided whether I would attack at once,
or delay until the appearance of dayUght—but finally determined upon the
latter course, as the moon was getting low, and the deep shadows of the
forest would render it easy for parties to elude us in the darkness. After
waiting in our position about an hour and a half, and until the appearance
of early dawn, I put the column quietly in motion, and was enabled to approach within a few rods of the tents before discovery, when a charge was
ordered, and in an instant the camp, with its inmates, was wholly within
our power without the necessity of firing a shot. The surprise was so complete that not the slightest show of resistance was made, the men not even
having time to grasp their weapons, which were lying at their sides. The
camp was located in the thick pine forest, close by a small swamp. A
chain of mounted sentries, composed of a force specially designated for that
duty, swept rapidly around the camp on the instant, when the main force
dashed into it, thus barridg all possibility of escape after the completion of
the circuit. This chain of sentries, under the command of an officer, was
to maintain their position until all of the prisoners were gathered in and
placed under guard. Immediately after taking possession of the camp, my
adjutant. Lieutenant Dickinson, notified ine that there were ladies in the
tents, when I directed him to station guards at each of the tents, and allow
none of the men to enter them. All of the men with the party, except
Mr. Davis, I believe, we're sleeping on their blankets outside of the tents in
different parts of the camp, partially undressed, and as soon as they were
aroused, sprang from their beds, and were immediately placed under guard,
and allowed time to put on the balance of their clothing, which consumed
several minutes, after which the prisoners were gathered together, and
placed under a regular detailed guard.
But before this was fully completed, and before any of the persons occupying
the tents had completed their toilet and come out, or a hst of the names of the
captured parties had been made up, a volley was fired down the road, and
across the swamp alluded to, and about eighty or one hundred rods north
of the camp, where the force of dismounted men, under Lieutenant Purinton, were stationed. I at once ordered the men to resume their places in
the column. Leaving Adjutant Dickinson with a sufficient force in camp to
gather the rest of the prisoners in and guard them until my return, I, in
person, pushed forward across the swamp with the balance of the command
to the aid of Lieutenant Purinton, whom I supposed to be engaging the
force guarding the train, but which proved to be the First Wisconsin cavalry,
under Colonel Harden, whose men had come upon the force under Lieu-
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tenant Purinton, and, through a misunderstanding in the challeiiKt* f^^d
response, each had taken the other for the enemy, it still being so dark that
they could not distinguish the uniform; and, as I came up the road in
column, mounted, we received a ndcing fire from a dismounted force concealed behiiul trees and logs, which killed one man, and severely wounded
Lieutenant Boutelle. This sad mistake was not discovered until two men
were killed in the Fourth Michigan cavalry, and eight or ten men wounded
in the First A\'isconsin cavalry.
As soon as the firing ceased, I r(>turned to the camp, and as I recrossed
the swamp, I was met by Lieutenant Dickinson, who, in a hurried way, informed me that he had carried out my orders, and who said we had captured an oldish man, whom he beUeved was Jeff. Davis, and that he came
out of one of the tents dressed up in woman's clothes, and attempted to
escape as a woman. I got the impression that Mr. Davis had refused to reveal liis name up to that time, but will not be positive on that point I
rode on up to the point where the prisoners were gathered under guard,
and, as I approached them, I was accosted by this man, who proved to be
Mr. Davis, with the inquiry if I was the officer in command. I replied
that I was, and asked him in return whom I was to call him. He rephed
that I might "call him what, or whoever I pleased," when I replied that I
would call him Davis; and after a moment's hesitation, he said, ''That is
my name." He then drew himself up in a very dignified and imposing
manner, and exclaimed, ' ' I suppose you consider it bravery to charge a
train of defenseless women and children, but it is theft, it is vandaUsm."
Davis had thrown off the garments constituting his disguise, and was clad
in a suit of Confederate gray at the time of my meeting him. I then proceeded to take an inventory of our capture, when I ascertained that we
had captured Jefferson Davis, wife, and four children; John H. Reagan, his
Postmaster General; Colonels Johnson and Lubbock, aids-de-camp on
Davis' staff; Burton N. Harrison, his private secretary; Major Maurand,
Captain Moody, and Lieutenant Hathaway; Jeff. D. Howell, a brother of
Mrs. Davis, and midshipman in the rebel navy; thuleen private soldiers,
Miss ilaggie Howell, sister of Mrs. Davis, two waiting maids, and several
servants. AVe also captured five wagons, three ambulances, about fifteen
horses, and twenty-five or thirty mules. The train was principally loaded
with commissary stores and private baggage, with a few arms and a few
boxes of fixed ammunition.
After allowing time for the prisoners to breakfast, we started on our return, taking the direct road back to Abbyville, where we arrived at dark
on the evening of the same day, and encamped for the night. During the
nie-ht I called in the remainder ol my regiment which had been left on the
day previous, under command of Captain Hathaway, to picket the line of
the Ocmulgee river, and scout the country, at the same time sending carriers forward to Macon, announcing the results of our expedition. On the
morning of the 11 ih, we resumed our march in the direction of .Afacon, and
on the afternoon of that day, when a few miles below Hawkinsville, we
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met the rest of our brigade just coming out from Macon, and received from
them the first knowledge we had of President Johnson's proclamation, accompanied by General Wilson's order offering a reward for the capture of
Davis and others.
Retaining my independent command, I continued my march toward
Macon, halting for the night two or three miles above Hawkinsville. Moving on again early on the morning of the 12ih, we arrived within fifteen or
twenty miles of Macon, where we again encamped for the night. At this
place occurred some incidents which I deem sufficiently important to warrant a full and specific statement. It will be remembered by those acquainted with the fact, that the cavalry command, under General Wilson,
had drawn no regular government supplies since leaving camp on the Tennessee river, March 22, and had been dependent wholly upon the resources
of the country for subsistence, and my command was expected to subsist
by foraging while on this expedition; but, as the country through which we
passed was sparsely settled, and a great portion of the land covered with
pine forests, and unproductive, we found it very difficult to gather the necessary supplies for our men and horses, and my men were really in a suffering condition for food, and, as there was a surplus of provisions in the train,
I decided to distribute that surplu^among my men. After we had got settled in camp that evening, I went to Mr. Davis, and nformed him of my
purpose, requesting him to have his cook set apart from his supplies a sufficient quantity to fully supply his party for a certain number of hours, by
which time we would reach Macon, when they could be amply provided
for. Mr. and Mrs, Davis, who were both present during the conversation,
strenuously objected to the course I proposed, arguing that all the suppUea
in their wagons were private property, and that I had no right to take them
in the manner proposed, and Mrs. Davis said she felt certain that when we
got to General Wilson's head-quarters all their property would be returned
to them, and they be permitted to proceed on their journey. After discussing the matter in rather a spirited manner for a little time, I told Mr. Davis
if he did not feel disposed to have his servant set apart the necessary amount
of supplies, I would direct my commissary to do so, after which I would
distribute the remainder. Mr. Davis became very angry at that, and said
he had never expected to be compelled to suffer such indignities as that,
and if he could have got possession of his arms at the time of his capture,
he would not have been compelled to. TJo which I replied (perhaps a little
acrimoniously, for I had become somewhat irritated at his course) that I
did not think the garments worn by him on that occasion were particularly
adapted to rapid locomotion, or to the use of fire-arms; to which Mrs. Davis
retorted, very sharply, saying, " I want you to understand distinctly that
Mr. Davis assumed that disguise at my instance." This admission of Mrs.
Davis, in regard to her husband's disguise, was wholly voluntary, and drawn
out under the circumstances above stated, and was the first conversation
which I had with Mr. and Mrs. Davis in person in regard to the disguise
worn by the husband at the time of the capture; and is the same conversa-
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tion ref( rred to by (ieneral AVilson in his ' A n n a l s of the AVar " xs oceurriiiir at the time I first met Mr. I'avis in camp, immediately after the capture. General AVilson is correct in re^'ard to the substance, but in error as
to time and place.
On the morning of the 13th, we resumed our march, and arrived at Macon
at 3 o'clock, p. M., and received orders from General AA'ilson to provide myself with a detail of three officers and twenty men from my re^'imcnt, and
prepare to start for AVasliington, at once, in charge of the Davis party. AVo
left Macon by spcciid railway train at 7 o'clock, p. M., having turned over
all private soldiers captured with the Davis party, except two, and receiving an accession of Clement C. Clay and wife. Proceeding by the way of
Atlanta, we reached Augusta at sunset. May 14, and there received Alexander II. Stephens and General AA'heeler and staff, of the rebel army, whom
I also took through as prisoners. AA'e then proceeded by boat, via Savannah
and Hilton Head, to Fortress Monroe, where w e arrived at noon on the
19th day of May. Anchoring out in the harbor, I proceeded in person on
shore, and telegraphed the adjutant general notice of my arrival—and received orders to remain at anchor, off shore, and await further orders.
AA'e remained on board ship until the 22d of May, disposing meanwliile
of all the prisoners excepting Davis, Clay, and famiUes, as per orders from
the Secretary of AVar. On the afternoon of May 22, Davis and Clay were
transferrea to the casemant of Fortress Monroe, and myself and men assigned to quarters within the fort, Mrs. Davis and children and Mrs. Clay
still remaining on board the steamer Clyde.
On the afternoon of May 23, I received orders from the War Department,
through General Miles, commanding at Fortress Monroe, directing me to
procure the disguise worn by Davis at the time of his capture, and proceed
to AA'asloington, and report in person to the Secretary of AA'ar. Accordingly,
I went over to the steamer Clyde, and informed Mrs. Davis of my instrucions, and asked her if she had any objections to dehvering to me the garments worn by Mr. Davis as a disguise at the time of his capture, and received this very sharp and pungent r^ply: "Certainly not, sir, for I do
not think I ever had the opportunity to donate any clothing to Mrs. Stanton before; it is, perhaps, well that my mantle should fall on the shoulders
of Mrs. Stanton." i l r s . Davis then delivered to me in person, with no further compulsion than a simple request, a lady's water-proof cloak or robe of
a dark color, trimmed with pearl buttons, wlych she admitted to be the one
worn by her husband as a disguise at the time of his capture. On the morning of the 24th, Captain Hudson w e n t over to the Clyde, and procured the
balance of the garments -worn in the disguise, which consisted of a black
woolen shawl with a border. The captain informed mc that Mrs. Davis
at first did not like to give up the shawl, saying she needed it for her children. He then went back to shore and jiurchased another shawl for her,
nplacinp the one Mrs. Davis lielivercd to him. These garment.s were taken
by me to Washington, and lielivered to the Secretary of War, and were
thoroughly identified by the three soldiers who arrested Mr. Davis at the
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time he came from the tent, to wit: Corporal George Munger, Privates
James F. Bullard, and Andrew Bee, each of whom made sworn statements
a t the War Department of the facts within their knowledge concerning the
•disguise, and which were filed in the office of the Secretary of War. I have
not copies of those sworn statements in my possession, but I have a statement made by Corporal George Munger in response to a request by Colonel
Robert Burns, and which I here insert:
" SCHOOLCRAFT, October 29, 1877.
"DEAR SIR :—Yours of the 20th, asking for a statement of my participation in the capture of Davis, is at hand. I have had a great many calls for
a statement from almost every State in the Union. I just received one
from the Tribune office last week. I thought I would not say anything
about it. There has been a great deal said by different ones regarding the
capture of Davis. They all seem to differ more or less. If I should make
a statement, it would not correspond with all.
" Colonel Pritchard's statement is as near right as any I have seen as regards
Davis' disguise. Davis had on a lady's water-proof cloak or dress, and a
red and black, or black and white, shawl thrown over his head and shoulders, over a suit of gray clothes, and a pair of cavalry boots. I do not know
if Dickinson ordered Bee to let the women pass or not, only what I heard
the morning of the capture. I believe Bee was on guard at the tent. I did
not see Dickinson until after Davis was taken back to the tent, and had
taken off his disguise. Dickinson might have halted Davis, but not in my
hearing. He certainly did not stop. He was about four rods from the
tent when I first saw him. Bullard and I were changing horses, as we used
to do sometimes when we found better ones. Bullard had just thrown his
saddle on his horse, I was just buckling my girth, when I saw the three
women, as I supposed them to be, which afterward proved to be Davis,
Mrs. Davis, and Miss Howell. I said to Bullard, ' Those women ought not
to be allowed to go out of camp; you go and stop them.' Bullard said:
' You go; you have your saddle on.' I mounted my horse, rode around
in front of the party, and said to them: ' Where are you going ?' Mrs.
Davis said: ' With my old mother after some water.' Mrs. Davis had a
pail on her arm. I said: 'What is she doing with those boots on?' When
I saw his boots, I cocked my gun and laid it across my saddle. Mrs. Davis
put her hand over Mr. Davis' face, and said: 'Don't shoot! You may not
admire Mr. Davis' principles, but he is a reverend man.' That is all that
was said there. As soon as Bullard buckled his saddle, he rode up to where
we were. He heard the most of this conversation. We went back to the
tent with them. There Davis took off his disguise, and said he thought our
government more magnanimous than to be chasing up women and children.
This is as near right as I could state it at this time.
" Yours,
" GEORGE MUNGER."

This closes my direct recital of the facts and incidents connected with
the capture and disguise of Mr. Davis. But before closing, I desire to no/30
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lice one or two of the false and malicious statements which have been
written and pubhshed by parties who had no personal knowledge of the
facts in the case, and who have shown the most wanton disregard of aU
truth. The first communication I desire to notice is the following, puiporting to have been written by one James "Rt Parker, and which has been used
as a basis of many of the articles written to disprove that Mr. Davis was
captured in disguise. I insert this communication in full, as it is the source
from which much of the inspiration of those seeking to relieve Mr. Davis
from his unpleasant predicament is drawn:
" I am no admirer of Jeff. Davis, I am a Yankee, born between Saccarappa and Oorham Corner, and full of Yankee prejudices; but I think it
wicked to lie even about him, or, for that matter, about the devil
" I was with the party that captured Jeff, Davis; saw the whole transaction from the beginning. I now say, and hope you will publish, that Jeff.
Davis did not have on, at the time he was taken, any garment such as is
worn by women. He did have over his shoulders a water-proof article of
clothing—something Uke a ' Havelock,' It was not in the least concealed.
He wore a hat; and did not carry a pail of water on his head, nor carry a
pail or kettle in any way. To the best of my recollection, he carried nothing whatever in his hands. His wife did not tell any' person that her husband might hurt somebody if he got exasperated. She behaved Uke a lady,
and he as a genUeman, though manifestiy he was chagrined at being taken
into custody. Our soldiers behaved like gentlemen, as they were, and our
officers Uke honorable, brave men; and the foolish stories that went the
newspaper rounds of the day, teUing how wolfishly he deported himself,
were false. I know what I am talking about I saw Jeff. Davis many
times while he was staying at PorUand, several years ago; and I think I
was the first one who recognized him at the time of his arrest When it
was known that he was certainly taken, some newspaper correspondent—I
knew his name at the time—fabricated the story about the disguise in an
old woman's dress. I heard the whole matter talked over as a good joke;
and the officers, who knew better, never took the trouble to deny it Perhaps the Confederate president deserved all the contempt that could be put
upon him. I think so, too, only I would never perpetrate a falsehood that
by any means would become historic. And, further, I would never slander
a woman who has .shown so much devotion as Mrs. Davis has to her husband, no matter how wicked he is. or may have been.
''I defy any person to find a single officer or soldier, who was present at
the capture of Jeff. Davis, who will say, upon honor, that he was disguised
in women's clothes, or that his wife acted in any way unladylike, or undignified, on that occasion. I go for trying him for his crimes, and if he is
found guilty, punish him, but I would not lie about him when the truth wiU
certainly make it bad enough."
SAB, H . PARKEI^
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It will be noticed that this man Parker claims to be a boiled-down Yankee,
a very pious man, I judge, opposed to all wickedness and falsehood, and
claims to have been personally present with the party that made the capture,
and denies the fact of the disguise, etc. Now, I have only a few words to
say about this article, and these are, first, if any man was present with the
party who made the capture, he was a member of the Fourth Michigan
cavalry; and I have in my possession the Adjutant General's report of the
State of Michigan, showing the entire membership of that regiment, from
its organization to its muster-out, and no such name as James H. Parker
appears on its rolls. I also have in my possession a copy of Senate bill No.
485, of the second session of the Thirty-ninth Congress, which contains the
names of all the men of the Fourth Michigan cavalry entitled to share in
the reward for the capture of Davis, and no such name appears in that hst;
and I feel justified in pronouncing the whole communication a fraud of the
vilest character, and if the friends of Mr. Davis have received this communication as genuine, (and I must presume they have from the prominence
they have given it), then they are the victims of the best Yankee trick of
the age. With the fall of the Parker fraud, must fall many <5f the articles
written to disprove the disguise.
I shall only call attention to one or two more points in this case as it
stand-s. One is that in all the articles written by the officers under Mr.
Davis, none have denied that Davis, when captured, had on some kind of a
robe beside his regular clothing. Major Walthall says, in the article prepared by himself, under the immediate supervision of Mr. Davis, as claimed,
as follows: "As we have said, the president was already fully dressed. He
hastily took leave of his wife, who threw over his shoulders a water-proof
cloak or wrapper, either as a protection from the dampness of the early
morning, or in the hope that it might serve as a partial disguise, or, perhaps, with woman's ready and rapid thoughtfulness, of its possible use for
both these purposes." Which, it seems to me, is admitting enough so that
there is a very narrow difference to wrangle over. It has never been denied
that he was dressed in his ordinary clothing at the time of his capture, but it is
claimed that over his ordinary suit was worn articles of female attire, adopted
by him as a disguise, with the purpose of eluding his pursuers by reason of
the immunity from personal arrest and detention usually accorded to
women under whatever circumstances they may be found; and there can
be no more doubt that Mr. Davis was so disguised than there can be that
he was captured at all, and the story of his disguise is no fabrication or
make-up, as has been claimed, days after the capture, but was related to
me within ten minutes after its occurrence by men whose veracity cannot
be questioned,
B. D. PRITCHABn.

The foUoAving letters and statements are inserted, furnished by Colonel R. Burns, of Kalamazoo, Michigan,
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showing the fact and manner in which Davis was disgnised
at the time of his capture. The matter is important from
the recent efforts made by the old rebel leaders to contradict the history of the event by denying that Davis -was
captured "disguised as a wOman : "
First is a letter written by J. G. Dickinson, late adjutant Fourth Michigan cavalry, to the Detroit Tribune:
I have read John H. Reagan's letter to Governor Porter in the publics^
tion you exhibited to me. It contains severe criticisms upon published
statements of General James H. Wilson, concerning the flight, capture, and
disguise of Jefferson Davis. I remember Mr. Reagan, who was captured
with Davis. I had the honor of being with General Pritchard, as a4iatant
of the Fourth Michigan cavalry, at the capture, and personally took part in
the arrest of Davis, while he was attempting to escape disguised in female
attire. There has never been any doubt or denial from any authentic source,
expressed or ^asserted to my knowledge, respecting the disguise and attempted escape of Mr. Davis, until Mr. Reagan's letter appeared, and Mr.
Reagan does not speak regarding the disguise upon his own knowledge.
The facts were well known, and often repeated in our camp to interested
inquirers, by those having personal knowledge of theuL
The first report of the capture was made to Major Robert Bums, assistant adjutant general of General R. H. G. Muity's staff. I drew the report
immediately after our return to Macon for Captain John G. Hathaway, commanding the regiment whUe Colonel Pritchard was absent, in charge of the
prisoners on the way to Washington. I made a full written statement of
the facts for General Wilson, at the request of Major Van Antwerp, his
aid-de-camp, and another statement to General John Robertson, adjutant
general of Michigan. The facts are beyond dispute respecting the female
disguise; I know all about it, because I saw it, and, assisted by Corporal
Munger and others present, arrested Jefferson Davis when he was in such
female disguise.^ Mr. Reagan did not then see him, but there were several
Confederate officers present who did see the arrest, and made lio effort to
aid their chieL
The facts concerning the capture and disguise are well remembered by
those present, many of whom are now Uving in this State. The part I took
in the immediate capture of Jefferson Davis I shall not soon forget I
think we acted with magnanimity and care toward the faUen chief of the
Confederacy; he could have been detained at tiie spot, where arrested, for
the gaze of aU his officers, family, and escort, but he was permitted to retire to his tent, and disrobe from his female disguise.
Jeff. Davis, and aU who were captured with him, well know that great
kindness and fair consideration, such as were due to a prisoner of his importance, were extended to him by every member of our command, and
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nothing was done or said except what was necessary for his security and
conduct. Though he called us vile names at first, I think he subsequently
behaved himself.
Immediately upon the charge into the camp. Captain Charles T. Hudson,
leading the advance guard, passed well through the camp, and our colonel
following, swung round, enveloping the entire camp. In this movement I
met, in front of a small fly tent, Colonel Harrison, Davis' private secretary
(as I afterwards learned.) I stopped, and made inquiry as to their force in
camp, and while he was replying, I heard some one caUihg me. I turned,
and saw Private Andrew Bee, of L company, who, pointing to three persons dressed in female apparel, at some distance, and moving away, called
out to me: " Adjutant, there goes a man dressed in woman's clothes." I
started at once after them, caUing out, "halt," repeatedly, and reaching
them just as several troopers, in charge of Corporal Munger, dashed up,
bringing their carbines ready for use. The fugitives halted; Mrs. Davis
threw her arms around her husband's shoulders, and the lady close to him
formed a shield, which was respected. I noticed several Confederate officers near; one, a tall fellow, was apparently very excited.
Davis had on a black dress, and though it did not fit fairly at the neck, it
covered his form to the boots; the boots betrayed his disguise. A black
shawl covered his head and shoulders. His identity was confirmed by the
removal of the shawl from his face. I promptly directed him to retire to
his quarters, and ordered Corporal Munger to place the men with him, and
keep careful guard.
I then started to report to Colonel Pritchard, but, Mrs. Davis called to me,
and I dismounted a moment to hear her. She asked me what we were
going to do with Mr. Davis, and whether she and the escort would be taken
with him. I rephed that Colonel Pritchard would see to the disposal of the
party. She then made some other requests relative to the preservation of
her baggage. I think Lieutenant Perry J. Davis, our quartermaster, then
came up, and I mounted and left her with him.
I reported to Colonel Pritchard as promptly as I could the circumstance of
the capture, and what I had done as to the guard. In the meantime, Davis
had disrobed and come out, the guard retaining him in custody, and when
Colonel Pritchard and staff approached, he called to him. I was near to
him, but do not remember the exact language used, further than that Davis
characterized our command as "a set of thieves and vandals for attacking a
train of women and children." I know tha colonel spoke quite sharply to
him, but his exact language I will not attempt to state, as the colonel will
answer for that. I know he had been informed of the disguise by me.
I have the names of several of the men of our regiment who were present at the capture, and I think Lieutenant James Vernor, of Detroit, has their
address,
J. G. DICKINSON.

Late Adjutant Fourth Michigan Cavalry.
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Xext, letter from Andrew Bee to Colonel B u m s :
October 19, 1877.
On the morning of May 10, 1865, I was one of the fourteen men under
Lieutenant J. G. Dickinson, who were dismounted by order of Lieutenant
Colonel Pritchard, and directed to enter and guard the camp, in which
Jefferson Davis and party were supposed to be. I was the first man who
entered it, and immediately went to the first of three tents standing on the
right-hand side of the road, and raised the flap to enter i t Mrs. Davis,
from the inside of the tent, requested me to go back, " as there were ladies
in there who were not dressed." This I could see for myself, she being in
her night-gown, barefooted, and bareheaded. I stepped back to the outside,
and waited there a few minutes. Very soon two persons, who looked Uke
women, but who really were Jefferson Davis and his sister-in-law (Miss
HoweU), appeared from the tent. Miss HoweU carrying a tin p a l In the
meantime, the firing between the First Wisconsin and Fourth Michigan
could be heard, and the bullets were flying over the camp. Lieutenant
Dickinson was walking up and down in front of the three tents, very much
excited, with a white blanket over his arm, listening to the firing. Just as
Miss Howell and Mr. Davis appeared, he was approaching the first tent,
from which they came, and she said to him: " Please, heutenant, let me and
my grandmother go to the brook to get ourselves washed." Dickinson immediately turned to me and said: " Never mind them women folks, Andrew
Bee; come here and guard them officers," referring to some rebel officers,
among whom were Private Secretary Johnson (he doubtiess meant Harrison), and General Reagan, who had just come out of the second tent
Just then a white servant girLcame out of the first tent, Mrs. Davis remaining in to dress or attend the children, of whom there were three.
The three " women " (Mr. Davis, Miss Howell, and the servant girl) then
started for the brook, Mr. Davis stooping over as a very old woman would,
so that his head was not on a level with Miss Howell's, but was lower.
Mr. Davis had on a black morning gown, belted at the waist, and reaching
to his ankles, a shawl over his head, beard, and shoulders, and a black cloth
under the shawl covering his forehead. They had got about six or eight
rods from the tent when I, who had been watching them all the time, saw
that the old woman had on boots. I at once Said to Dickinson: "Seel
That is Jeff, himself I That is no woman! That is old Jeff. Davis 1" and started
on the run after them. As I got up to them, I exclaimed: "Halt! Damn
you, you can't get any further this time!" Mrs. Davis, at that moment,
came running out of the tent, and when she reached Mr. Davis, she put her
arms around his neck, and said: "Guard! Do not kill him!" At the same
instant Corporal Munger, of company C, mounted, came from another direotion, and headed Davis. I said to him: "Never mind, Munger, I wiU take
care of that old gentleman myself." Lynch and Bullard were quite near at
the time. Munger was the second man who saw and recognized Davis.
Next to Munger was Lynch, who had been foraging around near the second
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tent, and who liad uh'C.ady Kecure<l Mr. ])avis' hay liors(\ with tlie jii.sloj
hol.vtei's liUed with Liold coin.
The niilv portion oi' the I'aee oi Mr. ]):i\is, A\liieli i.-ould he seen wliell he
was discuis<'il, \\'ere the eyes and the nose, lie coverinj^'- the iiKjustaeliej
month, and hearil with the shawl, held closed in one lianil. Aflei- Mr.
Da\'is was lialted, he did not .itternpt any further disL:nise, Ijut soon returned
to his tent.
ANUREW BKE.

.Vlso, tlit^ followiiio^ letters from the men who weiv- pivsenT:
TAW P A W , (kljihcr ir,, 1S77.
DF.AR S I K : Your letter of ^^epteinlx'r 28 came lo hand in due time, l)nt I
have net,dected to answer it until now. You wanted a full statement of
the e."pture of JcfT. Davis, as I rememl)er it to 1)0. It has Ijceii some time
since the capture, hint I will give you as full au account of the matter as I
can. I don't know as I can give you iho conversation of Davis just as it
was, but think I can give you the substance. I t was between twidve and
one o'clock on the morning of May 10, 1805, and as soon .as we got within
a few rods of the camp, the regiment was halted, and a portion was dismounted, and advanced partly around the camp, and there waited for day,
and as soon as it commenced to get liglit, the dismounted men charged on
the camp, and the mounted men followed .after. I was .among the mounted
men, and as we came into camp, I saw a horse that I thought was better
than my own, and I stopped to exchange, Corporal Georgi' Munger stopping with me. I dismounted to change the saddle from my horse to the
other. As I was about to buckle the girth, I saw what I sujiposed to be
some women leaving camp, and spoke to Munger, and told him they ought
to be stopped, and he rode out and halted them. I followed after as soon
as I could mount. AA'hen Munger overtook them, Mrs. Davis turned and
said: " W e are going to the spring after water." Munger told her she
would have to go back, and at the same time rode .around in front of them.
Davis saw that he was caught, and threw off his shawl and water-proof.
Mrs. Davis threw her arms around his neck, and said; "Don't shoot liim!"
Davis said: " Let them shoot! I miglit as well die here as any wlicre! " I think
he asked if ''there was a man among us." About this time Adjutant Dickinson and some others came up, and took him in charge. In regard to what
he had on, as near as I can recollect, it was a water-proof skirt and a dark
shawl over his head and shoulders. He was about twenty-five rods from
camp when stopped. I was one of the guards that went to Fortress Monroe with Davis, and from there we were ordered to Washington, wlu^re a
statement of the capture was made before the Secretary of AVar by Gi^irge
M^tinger, Crittenden. Andrew Bee, and myself. You will find that statement the same as this, or nearly so.
J.VMES F. DULLARD.
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To THE EDITOR OF THB TBIBUKK : Then, as daylight began to appear, the
advance were sent to capture the camp. We rode into camp without starting a person until our men gave a yell that soon made a stir. I halt«d my
horse near the largest tent Some of the boys were about to go into it, but
were stopped by the request of a woman inside, saying that there were undressed ladies there. Soon after a woman came to the door of the tent,
and asked the men who were near if the servants could not go out after
some water. Consent was given, when there came out of the tent a colored
woman, and a taU person wearing a water-proof dress, and a smaU shawl
around the head, and carrying a pail on the arm. I was weU satisfied that
the tall person was Davis, but I was at the side of the tent, and several of
our men in front and, as the servants l6ft the tent in front, I supposed that
Davis would be stopped by some of them. But such was not the case, for
the two passed entirely by all of the men. Then I put my horse to a gallop
to overtake them. At the same time I saw two mounted men riding
towards the servants from the Louisville road. The two mounted men
were Munger, of company C, and the other I took for Tibbet, of £ company. Davis then halted and turned to go back to the tent
WILLIAM P. STEDHAN,

Company B, Fourth Michigan Camdry.

Extract from a letter of Captain Charles T, Hudson,
Fourth Michigan cavalry, to Detroit Tribune, July 24,
1875:
I was not the first to see our distinguished captive, nor did I see him in
his disguise at all Several claim that honor, and, I have no doubt, all speak
the trutL On our way back to Macon, however, Mrs. Davis told me, and
I will use her own words: "I put my water-proof cloak and shawl on Mr.
Davis upon the impulse of the moment, not knowing, or having time to
think, what else to do, in hopes he might make his escape in that disguise;
and I only did what any true woman might have done under similar circumstances." This was told me by Mrs. Davis in the course of conversation on our way back to Macon while halting to feed and rest our horses,
she being in the ambulance at the time. Therefore, although I did not see
Mr. Davis in the disguise of a woman, I had Mr.^. Davis' word that she did
disguise him that he might make his escape. If further proof is wanting,
let me add that upon our arrival at Fortress Monroe with our prisoners,
acting under orders of the Secretary of War, I was sent on board of the
Clyde then lying in Hampden Roads, to get the shawl (the water-proof
having been obtained the day previous by Colonel Pritchard) worn by Davis
at die time of his capture. Upon making known my business to Mrs.
Davis, she and Mrs. Clement C. Clay, particularly the latter, flew into a
towering rage, and Mrs. Clay, stamping her foot on the deck of the vessel,
advised Mrs. Davis to " shed her blood before submitting to further ouU
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ri^es." After telling Mrs. Davis that my orders were imperative, and that
she had better submit graceifuUy to my demands, she became somewhat
pacified, and said she " had no other wrappings to protect her from the inclemency of the weather." I then told her I would go ashore and buy her
a shawl, which I did, paying six dollars for it Upon presenting it to her,
she held it up, and, with scorn and contempt, turned to Mrs. Clay and exclaimed: "A common nigger's shawl." She then handed me two shawls
very similar in appearance, and told me to take my choice, adding that she
did dress Mr. Davis in her attire, and would not deny it, at the same time
expressing great surprise that the Secretary of War should want her clothing to exhibit, as if she had not already been sufficiently humiliated.
CHAS. T. HUDSON,

Late Captain Fourth Michigan Cavalry.

CHAPTER X X L \ .
S l M M A U Y OF TIIK N i N T I I P E N N S Y L V A N ' I A

CAVALRY.

N tracing the op(^rations of the division, it is
deemed proper to (h^tail sjiecitically the movements of some of themore active regiments,
not only that the ground may be more fully covered, but
also that the commands, whose activity and dash made
up the record of honorable service awarded to it, may
receive that pmise which is justly due.
Among the commands wliich, being on a few special
occasions attached to it, merits by reason of its prominent place in the operations of the First, and other divisions of cavalry, a more than passing notice, is the Xinth
Pennsylvania cavalry A more detailed account of its
operations, as also important from the fact that like most
of the regiments which went from the East to the Western annies, its record as contained in the popular mind
of to-day is, that it left Harrisburg, Pennsjlvania, in
November, 1861, bound for the terra
incognito—the
'•West'"—disappeared soon after in the smoke of the
battle clouds lowering over Kentucky—was seen through
occasional rifts in these clouds—down through Tennessee,
Alabama, and Georgia, but was only fully discovered
when it emerged from the battle storm bank at Raleigh
and Hillsboro', North Carolina, in April, isn."). The regiment was organized at Camp Cameron, near Harrisburg,
Pennsylvania, on the 29th of August, 1861, under authority of Hon. Simon Cameron, Secretary of War, with
(474)
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Edward C, Williams, of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, as
colonel, Thomas C. James, of Philadelphia, as lieutenant colonel^ and Thomas J. Jordan, of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, as major. Twelve companies, recruited principally in the counties of Dauphin, Luzerne, Lancaster,
Huntingdon, Perry, Cumberland, Mifflin, Blair, Wayne,
Chester, Lehigh, Susquehanna, and the city of Philadelphia, were soon rendezvoused at the camp, and the usual
active preparatory drill and discipline were pressed, until
on the 20th of November, 1861, it was, by order of the
Secretary of War, moved by rail to Pittsburgh, and then,
taking boats, transported to Louisville, Kentucky, where,
reporting to General Buell, it was placed in camp at Jeffersonville, Indiana. The regiment was in some respects
the protege of the Secretary of War, being named the
" Lochiel" cavalry, in honor of his Scottish clan and favorite suburban residence, and was, at the very outstart,
well mounted, completely armed and equipped. Realizing
that where "much is given, much is required," the officers set diligently to work to prepare themselves and their
companies for active duty in the field ; mounted drill during the day and a school for officers in the night being
prescribed as the daily routine, and so perseveringly
persisted in that by the 10th of January, 1862, it was,
after a careful inspection and review, ordered to the front,
and confronted the enemy along the line of the Green
river. The contrast between the strict discipline and soldierly deportment of the Ninth and the loose, predatory
habits of many of the native regiments of Kentucky cavalry was so marked that, on the advance of the army of
General Buell, the Legislature and many of the prominent citizens of the State joined in an urgent request that
the regiment be permitted to remain in the State. This
request was complied with, and it was posted, the First
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battalion, under Colonel Williams, at Grayson Springs;
the Se(;ond, under Lieutenant Colonel James, at t-alhoun,
in western Kentucky, and the Third, under Major .Jordan, at Baccm creek, on the Louisville and Nashville
railroad. These respective positions were held until the
5th of March, 1S()2, when the regiment was ordered into
Tennessee, the First battalion taking post at Springfield, the Second at Clarksville, and the Third proceeding
to Nashville. Soon after reaching Nashville, the Third
batt:ilion waa ordered to Galatin, Tennessee, and from
thence, moving on the 4th of May, it arrived at Lebanon,
Tennessee, on the morning of the 5th, in time to participate in the battle of that day, and by approaching the
place from the direction of Galatin, not only prevented
Morgjin from moving on his contemplated raid against
t h e railroad, but contributed largely to his defeat. The
battalion remained in Lebanon until the 14th of May,
when Major Jordan marched to Livingston, to attack
Morgan, who had gathered the remnant of his command
together near that place, and was camped at Spring
creek. Here Jordan attacked him, and after a sharp engagement, broke through his rear guard, capturing Morgan' s brigade quartermaster and over one hundred of his
men, and driving the demoralized and disorganized fragments of his command along all the roads and by-paths
to the Cumberland mountains at Sparta, when, abandoning all pretense of organization, Morgan scattered his
command, and ordered them to retreat as best they could
to East Tenne.ssee, and i'e-as.semble at Chattanooga. The
Third battalion moved on the 3d of J u n e from Lebanon,
Tennessee, toTompkinsville, Kentucky, near which place,
on the 6th, Cainain Hugh McCuUough wa.s attacked, at
an outpost on Moore's Hill, by a large force of the enemy
commanded by Colonel Hamilton. Though the captain
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was largely outnumbered, he deemed the position he held
of such vital importance to the safety of the command at
Tompkinsville that he was impelled to make as strong a
defense as possible. He accordingly formed his men, and
knowing the advantage of delivering an attack, instead
of receiving one, he, after skirmishing long enough to develop the strength and position of the enemy, placed
himself at the head of his little band, drew sabers and
rushed down the hill in the midst of the on-pressing foe.
The enemy, amazed at the audacity of the action, after a
brief, though sanguinary contest, broke and fled in every
direction. In this brilliant affair, the regiment and country were called to mourn the loss of the brave Captain
McCoUough and ten of his gallant band. The captain
fell just as the enemy were driven from the field, by a
musket ball^through the body, which proved fatal in a
few hours. He was a brave and competent officer, and on
this occasion sacrificed himself to save the main body of
the command. By his brilliant action at Moore's Hill, on
the 6th, Morgan's combinations, which contemplated the
surprise and attack of Tompkinsville on that day by a
large force, was deranged, and ample time given to Colonel
Jordan to prepare for the emergency now plainly upon
him. When Captain McCoUough fell, the command devolved on Lieutenant W H. Longsdorf, who defeated
and scattered the enemy as above stated. On the 9th, Morgan, whose force now amounted to over two thousand
men, moved to the attack of Jordan, at Tompkinsville.
Major Jordan had but two hundred men available in
camp, but with these, handled in a most masterly manner,
he maintained the unequal struggle for over ten hours,
having secured the withdrawal of all his camp and garrison stores and equipage, retreated, when nearly surrounded, to Burksville, Kentucky. The rear of the regi-
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ment \va,s, however, so hardly jnessed that, in order to
save the coininaiid. Major Jordan, with one sipiadron,
leading it in person, delivered a saber charge. The charge
was siu'cessfiil in its object, but unfortunately the major's
horse was shot, and being thus dismounted, he, with fourteen of his men, was captured by the enemy. The loss
to the battalion was four killed and fourteen wounded,
all of whom were captured. .Vmong the killed was Lieutenant Aaron Sullivan. This action, though a defeat to
the battalion, reflected great credit on the command, the
loss t)f the enemy being fifty-seven killed and one hundred and forty wounded.
Early in August, the regiment was re-tinited at Lebanon, Kentucky, the First battalion having been moved to
that place from Springfield, and the Second battalion recalled to it from Clarksville, Tennessee. On the 30th of
August, the disastrous battle of Richmond, Kentucky,
was fought, in which General Kirby Smith, with the advance of Bragg's anny, attacked and defeated General
Nelson. After the battle, Nelson retreated, closely followed by the enemy. The regiment, under Colonel
WiUiams, with the N i n t h Kentucky cavalry, covered this
retreat, and were engaged for over ten days in an almost
incessant battle with the celebrated Scott brigade, of
rebel cavalry, commanded by Generals Scott and Jenkins, respectively, which force formed the advance guard
of General Smith's force, and was active and exceedingly aggressive, attacking incessantly, in the effort to
break the rear guard and strike the retreating column.
At Shell)y ville, Kentucky, Colonel Williams, with the
Ninth Pennsylvania, delivered a biilliant counter-attack
on Jenkins' command, cutting it to pieces, and scattering
it all over the country, killing twenty-seven of the enemy
and capturing forty-four.
After this defeat, the rebel
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cavalry contented themselves in mafching within easy
support of their infantry and artillery, and in foraging the
country in the rear of their lines of occupancy, and the retreat to Louisville was not further interrupted. The regiment was, however, immediately on arriving at Louisville, dispatched toward the Green river, to open up communication with General Buell, who was advancing from
Tennessee. This duty was successfully accomplished, and
it returned to the city at the head of General Buell's
army. After a short halt, the regiment took the extreme
advance of the army, skirmishing almost daily after passing Bardstown, until, by its boldness and the persistency
of its attacks on Bragg's rear, it brought on the battle of
Perryville, sustaining the brunt of the battle the first
afternoon and evening, until relieved by McCook's corps.
It lost, in this action, ten killed and twenty-seven wounded. It was highly complimented in general orders. General Buell stating, in his official report, that " t h e Ninth
Pennsylvania cavalry behaved most bravely, being at one
time compelled to stand, for three quarters of an hour,
under the concentrated fire of three batteries of the enemy's artillery, and only retiring when ordered to do so."
Soon after the battle of Perryville, the regiment was
ordered to Louisville, Kentucky, for a remount of horses,
which being obtained, it marched, with the Second Michigan cavalry, from that place to Nicholasville, Kentucky,
and there joined the forces, under General Carter, designed to penetrate into East Tennessee in a raid against
the rebel railroad communications between Tennessee and
Virginia.
THE CARTER RAID.

On the 22d of December, 1862, under General Carter,
it left Nicholasville, and soon after, on the second day
out, all the commissary stores and ammunition were dis-
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tribute<l to and among the men. the route being through
a country and over paths which were utterly impassable
for wagons of every kind, and it being injudicious to
lengthen the column by the addition of pack-mules.
-Vfter leaving :i hamh't called Big Hill, the column
plunged into the defiles and deer-paths of the Pine, Cumberhmd, and Clinch mountains, where, for the next ten
days, it wandered amid the dark and cheerless thickets,
moving in single file, in long, zigzag, sinuous paths and
water-courses ; 14) the steep and dangerous face of the
mountain, then winding, in devious ways, its descent into
some deej), dark gorge, where a ray of sunlight scarcely
ever penetrated ; passing for miles beneath the low-hanging branches of the interlocking pines and juniper;
switched in the face by the long, whip-like branches of
the beech and hickory twigs; wet to the skin, day and
night; slipping on the frozen surface of the mountain
side; climbing over boulders and sliding down precipices;
for ten days and ten nights, without cessation, this wearisome way was pressed—swimming rivers, fording streams,
and shut out from all trace of civilization; buried in the
wildest solitude in the country, the horrors of this march
can neither be described or imagined. But on, ever on, the
only command being pressed from the front to the rear,
" close up, close u p , " in silence and in feeUngs of gloom,
born as the inevitable result of the surroundings, the
column pressed, for ten weary days and nights, until, in
the night of J a n u a r y 1, 1863, the advance, consisting of
the Ninth Pennsylvania, reached tlie Virginia and Ten
nessee railroad, at the biidge spanning the Watauga.
The position was defended by about one hundred of the
enemy, from the command of General Humphrey Marshall, holdinir a well-constructed line of intrenchments
As soon as the position w;is ilevelojied, the regiment was
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dismounted, and the place carried by assault, the whole
force of the enemy captured, and the great bridge at once
destroyed. It being impossible to transport the prisoners
back to Kentucky, they w^ere paroled and directed to seek
their camps.
The command then moved promptly down the railroad,
destroying it as they went, for twelve miles, when the
bridge over the Holston river was reached. This bridge
was defended by two hundred and fifty men, also of
Marshall's command, sheltered by strong stockades and
entrenchments. The works were, however, promptly
stormed, by the command moving to the assault dismounted, and the entire rebel force captured. The bridge
over the Holston river and over a mile of trestle work beyond it were thoroughly destroyed, and the road-bed and
railroad track torn up, when, having accomplished all
that could be done with the force under his command,
and being in the midst of a force of over ten thousand of
the enemy, now thoroughly roused by the damage inflicted. General Carter recrossed the Cumberland mountains, at the point chosen for the advance, and returned
to Nicholasville, Kentucky, reaching that place on the
morning of January 14. The regiment lost in the attack
on the fortifications at the Holston bridge six killed and
twenty-five wounded. All the severely wounded were
left with the paroled prisoners, except Sergeant Ellis T.
Hamersly, who, although dangerously shot through the
thigh, refused to remain, and succeeded in keeping his
horse and returned with the column to Kentucky. So
deep was the chagrin of the enemy at this exploit, that
the rebel authorities relieved General Marshall from command, and ultimately reduced him, under the operations
of the conscription laws, to the ranks. He was never
after entrusted with a command. The regiment, although
31
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for the last hundred miles of its march without food and
forage, and nearly two thirds of the men coming in dismounted, returned to Nicholasville in gootl condition, the
number of captuied animals nearly making u p for the
number lost and abandoned.
Meanwhile, ('olonel Williams, on the 9th of October,
resigned, and Lieutenant C-olonel James died on the 15th
of January, 1863, Major Jt)rdan, having been e.xchanged,
was, on the latter date, promoted to colonel of the regiment.
Soon after its return from the " C a r t e r raid," the regiment was ordered to Louisville, Kentucky, for a remount,
from whence it marched to Nashville, Tennessee, arriving
there on the 6th of February. On the 8th of February,
it proceeded to Franklin, Tennessee, and after a brisk engagement drove Forrest from the town, and occupying
the position, became the right of the right wing of the
Army of the Cumberland. The position of the regiment
for the next eighteen days, holding, as it did, with about
three hundred men of the Second Michigan cavalry, this
advanced station, and confronted by nearly twelve thousand of the enemy's cavalry, under General Van Dorn,
at Thompson's station, but nine miles distant, was one
of extreme peril. I t was only by the boldest of movements and constant daily attacks and demonstrations that
Colonel Jordan was able to so deceive the enemy as to
his force as enabled him to prevent the attack and destruction of his whole command.
On the niglit of the 3d of March, a division of infantry,
with artillery, arrived at Franklin, and on the morning
of the 4th, a brigade, commanded by Colonel John Cobum,
advanced from Franklin to attack the enemy at Spring
Hill. In this movement Colonel Jordan, with the Ninth,
led the advance during the 4th, and that day had a brisk
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engagement, lasting from nine in the morning to three
in the afternoon, with a large part of Forrest's command,
driving the enemy steadily back to the hills near Thompson's station. In this day the regiment lost twelve killed
and tifty-one wounded. The next morning at daylight,
Colonel Coburn directed Colonel Jordan to move to the
right and clear the hills on that part of the field of the
enemy, there in position in force. Jordan advanced in
the face of a heavy fire, and, nearing the hUls, ordered
Lieutenant Colonel Savage, with the First battalion, and
Major Detweiler, with the Second battalion, to charge.
This was done in the most gallant manner, and the position carried and secured.
Colonel Coburn, directing
Jordan to hold his position and guard the trains and artillery, moved his infantry brigade to a direct attack on
the station. Coburn soon became enveloped in the overwhelming force of Van Dorn's whole command, and, being entirely surrounded and unable to deploy, his force
was cut to pieces and captured.
The enemy then advanced, in determined attack, on the
position held by Jordan, but, by stubborn fighting, he
succeeded in safely securing his own and the retreat of all
the artillery and trains, and parts of two regiments of
infantry, bringing in two hundred and twenty prisoners,
and all the wounded contained in the ambulances. For
its heroic conduct on this occasion, the regiment was honorably mentioned in special orders by General Rosecrans.
During the TuUahoma and Chickamauga campaigns,
the regiment was att-ached to the First brigade, First division cavalry, commanded by General Mitchell. The gallant part taken by it in the battle of Shelbyville, Tennessee, on June 27, has been already noted in this work. In
that desperate battle. Captain Gilbert Waters was killed.
Passing the Elk river, after the retreat of Bragg from Tul-
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lahoma, it attacked his rear guard, on the right of the position of the Second division, and niateiially a.'-sisted in
the successful crossing of (ieneral Turchin's c(mimand.
^Vhile the Second division moved on Deckerd, the Ninth,
under ('ohmel Jordan, pushed forward to Cowan, at the
loot of theCumberhmd mountains, and there defeated the
rear guard of Br:igg's army, capturing over two hundred
of the enemy
Mo\ing rapidly on the extreme right of M(>Cook's corps,
and holding the extreme right of the whole army, the regiment penetrated to the valley of the (%)os;i river, Georgia,
i-eaching the Ostenaula, near Rome, Georgia, on the l.")th
of September; tlienc(\ marching on Lafayette, by way of
Summerville, it suddenly, on the 17th of September, ran
into the corps of Lieutenant General Longstreet, while on
the march from Dalton to Lafayette. Though surprised
and astounded at the presence of the enemy in force at
that place, the ground having previously been passed over
by our forces, Jordan, without any hesitation, ordered an
immediate attack and saber charge ! For over three miles,
the men of the Ninth hewed their way through the column of the equally surprised and astonished enemy,
when finding, from prisoners taken, that it was Longstieet'smen, from the army of North Virginia, he was engaged with, and that Bragg was about to fall, with crush
ing force, upon the scattered parts of Rosecrans' army,
Jordan charged back again, bringing out several hundred
prisoners, and, by making a rapid march and wide detour,
rejoined McCook in front of Taylor's ridge, thus bringing
to General Rosecrans ])ositive information that a part, at
least, of the rel)el anuv of Virginia was in his immediate
front. During the great battle of Chickamauira Septeml)er 18, 19. 20. 21—it formed the right of the army; and
on the defeat of McCook's corps, closed in to the right of
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(general Thomas, defending his Hank during tlie remainder
of the battle.
It secured a complimentary notice from
General IMiomas for its services ou tliese occasions.
.Moving, in the fall of 18t);5, into east Tennessee, it was
heavih^ eiii^ai^ed with the enemy in the battles of Dan
dridge. New Market, Mossy Creek, and Fair Ganh^ii, capturing at the latter place the artillery of the enemy
Sot)!! after this engagement, January 1, 18(54, it reenlisted
as a ^•etel•an organization, and on the expiration of its
\eteran furlough, in May, 1864, returned from Pennsylvania to Louisville, Kentucky, with its full complement
of one thousand two hundred men. Wliile waiting a, remount of horses and for arms and equipments at Louis
ville, Kentucky, information was received that Moigan
was advancing on Frankfort, the capital of the StateColonel Jordan immediately moved his regiment, imperfectly armed as it was, to the defense of the place, and
making a march of fifty-four miles in a single day and
night, succeeded in reaching and successfully defending
the place. During the summer of 1864, the regiment was
mainly employed in Kentucky, guarding the lines of communication of the army, but early in August it was ordered to Nashville, and from thence to Chattanooga,
wdiere it arrived on the 2d of September. It here was niev
by an order from General Steadman to go in pursuit of
General Wheeler, wdio was moving over the mountains
into middle Tennessee. Pushing forward at a rapid
aait, it passed througli McMinnville and arrived at Murfreesboro' on the ot... On the morning of the (itli, Major
D. II. Kimmel, being assigned to the command of the
regiment, moved rapidly twelve miles out the Woodbury
pike and attacked Dibreirs brigade, of Wheeler's command, with gieat fury, entirely (hd'eated and routed him,
taking two hundred and ninety-four jirisoners, and kill-
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ing over one htmdred, nearly all of whom fell beneath the
sailer. Captain W H. Longsdorf was conspicuous for
his gallantry on this occasion, he having charge of the
advance guard, and with Lieutenant Ewing and a s([uad
of twenty men, by a most daring counter-charge, defeated
a full regiment, when the enemy turned at bay near the
bridge. By orders of General Thomas, Colonel Jordan
was now placed in command of all the cavalry in Tennessee, and the pursuit of the enemy continued, defeating Wheeler's other brigade, commanded by General
Williams A. Woodbury, at dark on the 6th, and driving
him rapidly, by way of McMinnville, Sparta, and through
east Tennessee, out of the State, For these successful operations Colonel Jordan was officially complimented in general ordei"s by Generals Van Cleve, Milroy, and Steadman.
Under orders, the regiment marched to Marietta, Georgia,
where it joined General Sherman, and on the 14th of
November, being assigned to the First brigade. Third division of cavalry, started with General Sherman on the
great march to the sea. Before starting on the " g r e a t
march," General Sherman reviewed all the cavalry, on the
plains near Marietta, Georgia. On the occasion of the
review, General Sherman paid a handsome compliment to
the Ninth, and particularly to company L of that regiment. As this company, commanded by First Lieutenant
H. K. Myers, was passing, the general broke out with enthusiasm, " There ! there ! that company is perfect, it carries its sabers correctly ; the best that has passed y e t ! "
General Judson Kilpatrick, commanding all the cavalry
moving with the army, threw it in advance of the right
wing, on the roads leading directly toward Macon and
Milledgeville, On the 16th, being in the advance, it engaged the enemy's cavalry, under Wheeler, at the old
battle-field of Lovejoy station. After developing the line
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and position, finding the enemy in strong force, the brig
ade was brought up to the support of the advance, and
dismounting, succeeded, after a sharp conflict of about
three hours' duration, in gaining a lodgment on the works,
when the Ninth, executing a left wheel, took the battery
in flank, captuiing two guns and three hundred and
twenty prisoners. The guns captured were the same
which had been surrendered by General Stoneman to the
enemy, near Macon, when he made his disastrous raid in
that direction the preceding August; and were immediately manned by the regiment and retained by it until
the close of the war. The portion of the regiment engaged in this gallant affair was commanded by Major
C. A. Appel, who handled the men with conspicuous tact
and judgment.
Approaching Macon on the 21st of November, the brigade attacked the defenses of that place, driving out the
enemy, then giving place to the infantry supports, moved
to the left, and taking the advance of Walcott's brigade,
of Wood's division, moved on Griswoldville. When arriving at that place, the regiment suddenly found itself
confronted by Wheeler's whole command. After a severe
battle at Bear creek, the enemy defending ^^is position
with great determination, a saber cliarge was delivered by
Jordan leading the Ninth with most signal success, entirely routing Wheeler's whole force and driving him
from the field; inflicting such punishment on him, that
he did not venture to dispute the progress of the command for several days, not until he was strongly re-inforced. In this engagement, the regiment lost ninety-five
men killed and wounded. From Griswoldville, the command moved rapidly on MiUedgeville, after passing
through which place, it was thrown to the extreme left
flank of the army, demonstrating in the direction of
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Augusta, until it reached the great falls of the Ogeechee;
where, crossing that river, it turned south-east, inteudinir to i-each Milieu, and rehnise the I nion prisoners
confined there. The rebel General Wheeler having repeattMlly failed in efforts to delay the march of the
column, or even inflict any ap])reciable damage on the cavalry advanc<', by resistance offered in the day time, now
decided to essay a night attai^k; accordingly, when the
column was near Waynesboro', he nuule a sudden onslaught (m the camp of the Ninth during the night of
December oth. The boys of the Ninth were, however,
not caught napping, but, receiving him at thepi<'ket line,
inflicted on him a bloody repulse. It being discovered at
\Vaynesboro' t h a t the prisoners had been removed from
Milieu, the regiment moved toward Louisville, Georgia,
in order to fomia junction with General Baird's division
of infantry, at the crossing of the Ogeechee. Wheeler,
noticing the isolated position of the Ninth, holding the
rear of the column, made a desperate attack upon it at
Buckhead creek, with his whole force, in the confident
expectation of being able to cut it off, (the crossing was
difficult, and the main column some miles in advance at
the time.) .Colonel Kimmel, however, knowing how to
deal with the enemy in exigencies of this nature, formed
two battalions of the regiment in charging column, faced
to the rear, and drawing saber, dashed back upon the
enemy, routing and driving him back some miles, when, recalling his men, returne<l, and crossed the stn^am without
further interruption. After waiting two days at Louisville, and, being there joined by Baird's command, the
whole force moved again in the diiection of Waynesboro'
At Buckhead church, the cavalry met and defeated DibreU's division. When near Waynesboro', the enemy
were found, occui)ying a strong position behind breast-
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works, with elaborately constructed redans and artillery
in i)lace, to sweep the approaches. The Ninth held tli<^
C(^nter, the Xinth Ohio cavalr}' the right, the Fifth Ohio
cavalry the left; this front line being dismounted, while the
Third and Fifth Kentucky, and the Eighth Indiana A\(-]e
fonned, mounted, in reserve. The attack was made over
a beautiful undulating plain, and in less than lialf an
hour, the line of dismounted men carried the entrenchments from one end to the other, and Wheeler, with the
entire rel)el force, was routed and hurled in disordered
riight from the town, with the loss of several pieces of
artillei'y The pursuit was continued until the enemy
were driven in the direction of Augusta, lieyond Brier
creek, when the command faced to the right and moved
toward Savannah, which city it, with the army, occupied
on the 21st of December.
One month after entering the city, the regiment again
took the field, moving, with the brigade, on the left flank
of the army
Crossing the Savannah river at Sister's
ferry, it swept through South Carolina, by way of Robertsville, Barnw^ell, and Blackville; struck the Charleston
and .Vugusta railroad at the latter place, defeating the
enemy; then following the line of and destroying that road
toward Augusta, it encountered and defeated the combined forces of Wheeler and Hampton, at Polecat ponds,
near Aiken, and, without halting in its onward sweep,
mo\ed on Columbia, the capital of the State. At Lex
ington, it captured Wheeler's rear gu.ard, and, deflecting
to the right, struck the Columbia and Charlotte railroad
at Black Stakes station, defeating and driving off the
enemy's force there y)osted. Crossing the Catawba river
at I'ocky ]\fount, it entered North Carolina, and, on the
morning of Mai<di 11, oc'cupied Fayetteville.
On the 16th, the brigade enc(>unter(^(l McLaws' division
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of the rebel army at Averysboro', where it was heavily
eng-aged from six in the morning until two in the afternoon, defeating the hostile force and cajituring .several
pieces of artillery, a large number of prisoners, with
General Rhett, commanding the First brigade. South
Carolina artillery
In this action, Captain E. A. Han
cock lost a leg and Cajitain John Boal was killed, while
over ten per cent, of the regiment were either killed or
wounded.
Colonel Jordan having been i)romoted to
brigadier general and commanding the brigade. Colonel
Kimmel commanded the regiment during this entire cam
paign.
On the 19th, the brigade, fonning the left flank of the
Twentietii army corps, fought in the battle of Benton
ville, from whence it marched to GoldsboroV
On the 9th of April, the cavalry, taking the advance of
the army on Raleigh, was engaged in a sanguinary action
near the Neuse river. Assistant Surgeon James Moore
was here severely wounded through the body
Captain
James Ewing had his horse shot.
On the morning of the 13th, the brigade, General Jor
dan in command, received the surrender of Raleigh—the
capital of North Carolina—and the same day encountered
and defeated Hampton on the Hillsboro' road, driving
him, at a gallop, for ten miles to Morrisville, where Hampton again attempting a stand, Kimmel formed column,
and, sounding the charge, dashed upon his lines, cut them
to pieces, and scattered the enemy, in broken fragments,
in every direction.
The pursuit was renewed the next day, but was brought
to a sudden halt, and the days of battle ended, by a flag
of truce, announcing that the rebel general, Joseph E.
Johnston, with all the insurgent forces east of the Mississipjii river, had surrendered to General Sherman.
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The war was over, and the regiment returned to Harrisburg, Pa., where it was disbanded, having been mustered
out of service on the 18th of July, 1865, at Lexington,
North Carolina.

C H A P T E R X.VX,
CONCLUSION
• Flag of the true heart's hope and homo.
By loved hands to valor given.
Thy stars have lit the welkin dome,
-\nd all thy hues were born in heaven.
'

«

*

*

*

+

*

" Forever float that standard sheet,
Where breathes the foi' but falls before us?
With freedom's soil beneath our feet.
And freedom's banner streaming o'er us."

I HE war of the great rebellion was now over;
the arch-traitor of the age a prisoner; many
of the chief conspirators fugitives and wanderers in foreign lands; the officers and men late arrayed
in armed hostility to the National authority prisoners of
war; tlie whole of the formidable armament of great and
small arms, ordnance and ordnance stores captured and
in the possession of the United States Government. The
entire civic machinery by which the rebellion was inaugu
rated and continued—the so-called "government of the
Confederate States of America "—entirely and completely
overthrown, destroyed, stamped out of existence. The
local State governments, as component parts of the rebel
"Confederacy,'' and being administered by active traitors
to the United States, fell with and were involved in the
common ruin of the paramotint rebel authority The entire monetary system of the people within the insurgent
territon*^, resting, as it did, on the laws enacted by the
rebel Congress and rebel State Legislatures, was destroyed.
Every business enterprise, including the field of labor, of
(492)

production, of manufacturing, of transportation, and of
consunijition, having been involved in the fatal folds of the
serpeiil-like monster, Reliellion, was engulfed in the um
versal wreck ; and the great wrong against humanity, tli«^
heinous crime against ev(:'ry right of man, the " sum of all
villainies' —the institution of American Slavery—having
been made the chief pretext for the cons})ira(y, and de
dared officially by the chief traitors to be the ''corner
stone of their Confederacy," was finally and forever ex
tirpated and annihilated. Freedom to the bondsman, and
Nationality, Liberty, and the Union, gne and inseparable,
having been emblazoned on the National standards, and
procdaimed by the official a(;t of the President and commander-in-chief of all the National forces, in the face of
theAvorld, was now, by the triumph of the National arms,
an accomplished fact. And the sun which set on the
wide-spread ruin and desolation of the broken pillars and
arches of th«^ Confederate Bastile rose to greet the acclaims of a redeemed, a disenthralled race, and gilded
witli its light the purified, newly-garnished temple of lib
erty, standing, m its newly conqileted splendor, a bright
and glorious realization of the fondest dreams of tlie early
founders of the Republic. The clank of the slave»chain,
the groans of the oppressed, the crack of the slave-driver's
whip, the liorrors of the coffile and the barracoon, were
banished ^ a n d forever—from the land.
If the world never before saw so great, so powerful, a
rebellion against a national authority, it, in like manner,
never witnessed a triumph so complete, a subjugaticm so
absolute, a '^oncpiest so j^erfect: nor yet a magnanimity so
universal, a lenien* y so grand, or a treatment so merciful,
as that extended liy the National authorities to its late
traitorous citizens.
Not one life was taken as punish
ment for treason; not one cent's \\orth of property ex-
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torted by force, and no punishment of imprisonment, or of
any kind, impo-sed on any on account of his participation
in the monster crime. But, on the contrary, those late in
arms were sent to their homes, their horses and iirivate
property restored to them, horses and mules freely given
to the needy, rations and supplies gratuitously distributed to the destitute ! Even the civic disabilities of the
most active and bitter hostiles were removed, and to-day
the rebel civilian, soldier, or officer—red-dyed though his
hands may be with loyal blood—sits in safety and honor
in the halls of our National Legislature, and frames the
laws by which the Nation's millions are governed and the
interests of those teeming millions conserved I
After the capture of Davis, no further military active
duties were required of the command, the regiments, except the detail of the Fourth Michigan sent with Davis,
remaining in the vicinity of Macon until the morning of
May 23, when the Fourth Ohio, Fourth Michigan, One
Hundred and Twenty-third Illinois, and Seventy-second
Indiana, left Macon/or home, the Seventh Pennsylvania
and Fourth United States escorting them to the trains,
and bidding them "good-by," with cheers, hand-shakes,
and good wishes, but loithout speeches !
The days of battle, of marching, of the hardships of
campaigning were over, and the division was disbanded ;
the battle flags furled, the arms, so long and so well borne,
turned in, and the trappings of the soldier soon to give
place to the more somber and comfortable garb of the
citizen.
The Seventh Pennsylvania was ordered to Eufaula, Alabama, where it remained until the 13th of August, when
it, too, wa,s mustered out of service, and returning to Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, was paid off and discharged.
During the last campaign, the brigade had marched
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from Louisville, Kentucky, to Macon, Georgia, a dis-,
tance of seven hundred and seventy-eight miles; had captured the cities of Selma and Montgomery, Alabama, and
Columbus and Macon, Georgia. After a sharp battle at
each of these places, except Montgomery, had been victorious in every engagement, and had closed its most extraordinary military record by the capture of the rebel
chief. And now, in the proud consciousness of a sacred
duty well performed, it passed from sight and into history. The following is General Wilson's order, disbanding the division:
GENERAL

WILSON'S

ORDER.

GENERAL ORnEES N o . 39,
HEAnQUARTERS CAVALRT CORPS, M , D . M . ,
MACON, GEORGIA.

July 2, 1865.

To the Officers aifd Men of the Cavalry Corps, Military Division of the
Tour corps has ceased to exist I The rebeUion has terminated in the reestablishment of your country upon the basis of nationality and perpetual
unity. Your deeds have contributed a noble part to the glorious result;
they have passed into history and need no recital from me. In the nine
months during which I have commanded you, I have heard no reproach
upon your conduct,—have had no disaster to chronicle I
The glowing memories of Frankhn, Nashville, West Harpath, Ebenezer
Church, Selma, Montgomery, Columbus, West Point, and Macon may well
fill your hearts and mine with pride.
You have learned to beheve yourselves invincible, and, contemplating
your honorable deeds, may justly cherish that belief. You may be proud
of your splendid discipline, no less than your courage, zeal, and endurance.
The noble impulses which have inspired you in the past will be a source of
enduring honor in the future. "'Peace has her victories, no less renowned
than war." Do not forget that clear heads, honest hearts, and stout arms,
guided by pure patriotism, are the surest defense of your country in every
peril Upon them depend the substantial progress of your race and order
of civilization, as well as the liberty of all mankind.
Let your example in civil hfe be an incitement to industry, good order,
and enlightenment, while your deeds in war shall live in the grateful remembrance of your countrymen.
" Having discharged every military duty honestly and faithfully, return
to your homes with the noble sentiment of your martyr President deeply
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iiiij>rr>si-<l upon rviTV in-art: " With lualicc against none and charity for
all, strive to do the right it-^ iiod gives you to s i r the right."
(SiiriR'd)

JAMKS II.

WILSON,

Brevet Major

dfiie-raJ.

It is i>roper, before bidding a final adieu to the Southern, then rebel country, to give in brief some impressions
gathei'ed from a more than three years' residence among,
and an extensive acipiaintance with, the people of the
wide extent of country traversed.
The colored ptM)ple were quiet, peaceable, and, in general,
the faithful guardians of their masters' property ; and,
while hailing the Union armies as their delivtMvrs, and
ready at all times to aid in gaining information or acting as guides to the Union forces against the rebels, (no
matter at what personal risk or inconvenience,) never,
during the whole course of the war, in any locality we
visited, evinced any desire, inclination, or even thought,
of anything like a servile insurrection. They were, however, always gratified when an opportunity presented itself to feed, secrete, or aid a Union soldier. Their quiet,
docile disposition, and orderly, peaceable conduct during these long years of turmoil and bloodshed ; when,
over large tracts of country, the families and entire property of the insurgent citizens were left in their hands
and at their absolute mercy ; should have earned for them
the eternal gratitude of the rebels themselves ; and furnishes certainly one of the mo.st remarkable in.stances of
self-control and high moral magnanimity ever witnessed
among the nations of the earth. Their conduct stands
witliout a parallel on the pages of history
Of the whites, the most of the men weie. of course, absent in the reliel armies. Among the few that lemained,
a latent sjiirit of Unionism was general, and in some localities opt'U and out-si)ok"n—notably so in East Tennes-
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see—oftiui met with in Middle Tennessee, North Alabam;.,
and ^ortli (ieorgia and ])ra<'tical]\- absent in Central
(Tcorgia, Alabania, and Mississijijii. But while (his latt^it
rnionisni was geneial, it only went to tln^ extent of distrusting the tinal success of " t h e i r cause." They wer<',
as a rule, ojienly a\'<)wed s(M',essionists, and loud in their
protestations of devotion to the " C o n f e d e r a c y " There
was also a good deal of innate treachery in their mental
and moral make-up ! and we soon found that it took but
a few moments to transform the apparently quiet and
peaceable old farmer or planter into the sneaking bushwhacker, or the cruel, blood-thirsty guerrilla, if he
thought himself safe in so doing.
The women were in general far more intelligent than
the men ; they were almost universally politicians, of
the most ultra rebel school,—^well posted in the line of
argument employed by the secessionists, and exceedingly
fond of expressing their " s e n t i m e n t s . " They were good
talkers, and fond of hearing themselves talk ; and would,
with the most innocent sang froid, express the most sanguinary desire for our annihilation ; and the next instant,
if any one of the command was sick or wounded, with
the utmost kindness and solicitude, take care of and at
tend on him ; freely placing their houses and furniture at
the disposal of the command, at no matter what personal
inconvenience to themselves ! They were, with all their
sanguinary sentiments, and bitter, unrelenting hatred to
the Yankees, the kindest of people to any one in suffering. They would spy and go to almost any risk in obtaining and conveying information to the rebels ; but
weie tn'e]- ready, willing, ever anxious, to relieve the
sick, suffering, and wound<Ml.
They were, besides, tlit^ most industrious peoph^ living.
For, while we saw thousands of idle men, we never, out-
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side of the large cities, saw an idle woman. All through
that country, from Bowling (Jreeii, Kentucky, to Eufaula,
.Vlabama, and .Macon, Georgia, in every house the loom
formed the most iirominent and important article of furn i t u r e ' All the clothing for themselves, their children,
and their husbands, fathers, and brothers, whethtu" at
home or ab.seiit in the " a r m y , " was made up by the
white wonn'u, liteially and absolutely from the cotton
bulb to the finished article, These women carded and
s])uu the cotton ; wove the threads into cloth ; cut out
and made the clothing; all under their own roofs ' They
also knit their own and their friends' stockings, after first
cai'ding and spinning the cotton ' A large part of the
clothing of the rebel soldiers was made at home by these
faithful and busy women. As a rule, tlu\v did but little
cooking or house-work, that being the labor of the slaves;
but the picture that presents the Southern lady as lounging in I u.xuriant ease, day after day, too indolent to get
herself a glass of water, is utterly devoid of the semblance of truth, as far as our exjierience and widely extended observation went. This constant, unceasing, active industry was general and universal, regardless of the
circumstances of the party, tin- wife and daughter of
the richest planter being as busily employed, and, indeed,
more so than that of the poort-st corn-cracker.
They
were very proud of their work, and their proficiency in
their work, and hundreds of times did they show their
" Y a n k e e ' visitors how the raw cotton was wrought by
their hands into the finished garment I Tlieir " mac h i n e i y " was the ordinary, in many cast-s, clumsy hand
cards - t h e old-fashioned spinning wheel—and the heavv,
clumsy, often home-made, cai]iet loom I
They were a universally ivlitrious. deeply moral, chaste,
modest, and virtuous jieople : and we are proud tob.' able
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to record the fact that in all our marches, halts, camping,
or accpiaintance with them, their Jiigh character was re^spected alike by our officers and our soldiers. No complaint was evtninade that any man of our command eveiinsulted, or in her presence said aught at which she could
take umbrage. Their perfect modesty and innocent con
fideiice, joined to their supremely helpless condition, guaranteed their safety. The women of the South w^^vo a
noble band of heroines, and while we oft were made to
feel the sting of their cutting tongues, we gladly bear testimony to their liei'oic -woilli.
And now, boys of the Old Brigade and Division, it has
been, I know, the wish of all of you to revisit, at some
time, the scenes of your conflicts and your triumphs.
The author has endeavored to trace your marches, day
by day, through the long years of the doubtful conflict,
and while, in a brief, plain statement, giving the record
of your deeds of daring and of i3rowess, to show to the
people of to-day the kind of men who struck down and
to the death the hydradieaded rebellion, and gave to
them and to their children a Nation, redeemed and disenthralled, in which internal peace and good order for
all time are assured. Never again will there be a rebellion against the power and government of the United
States ! While thus giving your record, Ave believe we
ha\-e also jiroven our proposition—that the cavalry is the
most powerful arm of the service, and the saber the cavalryman's greatest weapon.
W e are now old, and to the young generation of to-day,
the spectacle of a lot of gi'ay haired old daddies and
gi-and-daddies coming together and " g e t t i n g crazy over
the old war memories." is almost alisurd—they " don t
know." boys; tliey " d c m ' t k n o w , " do they ^
You are widely scattered over the whole country, but
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this account we send you, and with it we greet you again.
May your last twenty years have been, and all your future yet be, as " haj)])y and prosjieiijus" as the four
herein described " were glorious," is the parting prayer
of your comrade, who now bids you a hearty, though reluctant, good-by
JOSEPH G, VALE,
Late Captain 7th Penn'a Cav., and Brigade Inspector.
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APPENDIX.
CHAPTER XXXI.
" Who is the happy warrior ? Who is he
That every man in arms should wish to be ?
It is the generous spirit who when brought
Among the tasks of real life hath wrought.
*
*
*
*
*
Who, whether praise of him must walk the earth
For ever, and to noble deeds give birth,
Or he must go to dust without his fame.
And leave a dead, unprofitable name,
Finds comfort in himself and in his cause:
And, while the mortal mist is gathering, draws
His breath in confidence of Heaven's applause 1
This is THE HAPPY WARRIOR—this is he.
Whom every man in ai-ms should wish to be 1"
— Wadsworth.

FOURTH MICHIGAN CAVALRY—ROSTER.

Abeel, Alfred,Dearborn; captain, August 13,1862; taken
prisoner, near Nashville, Tennessee, December 21, 1862;
exchanged. May 6, 1863; wounded, in action, at Chickamauga, Georgia, September 19, 1863; resigned, July 9,
1864, and honorably discharged.
Anderson, Walter B., Adrian; first lieutenant, August
13, 1862; resigned, February 18, 1863, and honorably discharged.
Armstrong, Charles T., Lansing; assistant surgeon, February 14, 1863: mustered out, July 1, 1865, and honorably discharged.
(501)
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Armstrong. Chester L., Lansing; chaplain, September
1, 1804; mustered out, J u l y 1, 180."), and honorably discharged.
-Vrthur, ^Valter C , Detroit; iirst lieutenant and quar
teiinaster, J i d y 20, 1802; captain and commissary of subsisleiut', United

States volunteeis, .liine 7, 18()4; brevet

major and lieutenant colonel; mustered out, September
10, 18(')0, and honorably discliarg<'(l.
Backus, Herbert A., Grand Rapids; entered service,
J u l y 20, 1802, as sergeant company H ; second lieutenant,
August 23, 1803; first lieutenant, November ,26, 18(54;
mustered out, J u l y 1, 1865, and honorably discharged.
Bacon, J o h n II., Lansing; assistant surgeon, J u l y 20,
1862; surgeon, Sixteenth infantry, Michigan volunteers,
December 22, 1864; mustered out, J u l y 9, 1805, and honorably discharged.
Bedtelyon, Jacob, Atlas; entered service, August 19,
1862, sergeant company K; second lieutenant, February
18, 1863; first lieutenant, September 13, 1863; wounded,
in action, a t Cleveland, Tennessee, December 9, 1863,
while in command of a detachment on courier duty; cap
tain, August 14, 1864; resigned, J a n u a r y 8, 1865, and
honorably disc^harged.
Bennett, John, Decatur; entered service, August 5,
1862, sergeant company C; second lieutenant, J a n u a r y 8,
1865; brevet first lieutenant, United States volunteers,
Ma>' 10, 1865. •' for meritorious ser\dce in t h e capture of
Jeff. Davis;'' mustered out, J u l y 1, 1865, and honorably
discharged.
Bickford, Chancla M.. .Mgensee; entered service, August 0, 1802, as corporal company G; second lieutenant,
August 27, lcS(;4; mustered out, J u l y 1, ISOo, and honorably discharged.
Boutelle, Henry S., Pittsfield; entered service, August
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11,1862, as sergeant company B ; second lieutenant, J u n e
1, 1864; wounded, in action, at Roswell, Georgia, September 26, 1864; first lieutenant, J a n u a r y 8,1865; wounded at the capture of Jeff. Davis, May 10, 1865; brevet
captain. May 10, 1865, " f o r meritorious service at t h e
capture of Jeff, Davis;" mustered out, J u l y 1, 1865, and
honorably discharged.
Buck, R, M., Lafayette; entered service, August 6,
1862, as sergeant company C; second lieutenant, February 17, 1863; first lieutenant, February 25, 1864; captain,
J a n u a r y 8, 1865; mustered out, J u l y 1, 1865, and honorably discharged.
Burns, Robert, Lafayette; first lieutenant, August 13,
1862; adjutant, December 18, 1862; captain, March 31,
1863; major, December 11, 1864; brevet lieutenant colonel. United States volunteers, April 2, 1865, '' for gallant
conduct during the assault on the enemy's works a t
Selma, Alabama;" w^as, during the greater part of the term
of service, acting assistant adjutant general of the First
and Second brigades, and assistant adjutant general. Second division, on the staffs of Generals Long and Minty; was
repeatedly named and honorably mentioned in general
orders and oflicial reports, for special gallantry in the face
of the enemy; mustered out, J u l y 1,1865, and honorably
discharged. Present address, Kalamazoo, Michigan.
Carter, Julius M., Ovid; second lieutenant, August 13,
1862; first lieutenant, December 24, 1862; wounded, in
action, at Kingston, Georgia, May 18,1864; captain, J u l y
9, 1864; breveted major. United States volunteers, March
13, 1865, " f o r gallant and meritorious service at Kingston, Georgia;" honorably discharged, for disability. May
17, 1865.
Clark, George W . , Detroit; entered service, August 9,
1862, as commissary sergeant of regiment; second lieu-
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tenant, February l.""), 1804; first lieutenant, July 0, 1804;
mustered out, July 1, 18(;r), ynd honorably discharged,
Davis, Perry .1., Allegan; entered service, August 6,
1802, .sergeant, company L; first lieutenant and quarternuister, August 25, 18(')4; brevet captain, United States
volunteers. May 10, 180."), " f o r meritorious service in the
capture of Jeff. Davis;" mustered out. J u l y 1, 1866, and
honorably dischaiged.
Dickenson, William H.; first lieutenant. Third Michigjin cavalry, September 7, 1861; captain, February 27,
18()2; resigned. Ma}- 24, 1862; lieutenant colonel. Fourth
Michigan cavalry, September 1, 1802; resigned, February
18, 1863, and honorably discharged.
Dickinson, Julian G., Jackson; entered service, J u l y
11, 1862; sergeant major; first lieutenant and adjutant,
J u l y 15, 1864; brevet captain. United States volunteers.
May 10, 1865, " f o r meritorious service in the capture of
Jeff. Davis;'' mustered out, August 15, 1865, and honorably discharged. Address, Detroit, Michigan.
Duesler, Daniel, Quincy; first lieutenant, August 13,
1862; captain, February 1, 1863; honorably discharged,
for disability, J u n e 27, 1863.
Duesler, Jeremiah, Coldwater; entered service, August
1, 1862, as sergeant company G; second lieutenant, February 18, 1863; resigned, April 21, 1804, and honorably
discharged.
Eldridge, L. Briggs, Lajieer; first lieutenant, August
13, 1862: captain, February 18, 1863; major, November
24, 1SC.4: mustered out, J u l y 1, 180.'). and honorably dis<'haiged; s])ecially and honorably mentioned inofficial reports, for faithful discharge of duties and gallant conduct
Fish, George W.. Flint: surgeon. .Tnly 2f'. 1S02; ])romoted suigeon of First brigade. Second division, to sur-
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geon of division; mustered out, August 15, IHC)/^), and
honorably discharged; c(,)niinended in ollicial reports for
faithful service.
Fish, (feoige F., Flint; entered servic<', -Inly 3, 18(;3;
sergeant comiiany F ; second lieutenant, J u l y 21, 18(i4;
first lieutenant, December 10, 1804; mustered out, August
15. 18(5.'), and honorably discharged.
Fisk, Charles W . , AUgan ; eiitt^red service J u l y 81,
18(')2, as sergeant company L, Fourth Miidiigan cavalry ;
second lieutenant, December 6, 1803; first lieutenant,
August 1, 1864; mustered out J u l y 5, 1865, and honorably discharged.
Fountain, Cyrus H., Manchester: second lieutenant,
December 24, 1862; first heutenant, April 23, 18(;:3; resigned, January 28, 1864, and honorably discharged.
Grant, Horace D., Jackson; captain, August 13, 1862;
taken prisoner at Kingston. Georgia, May 18, 1864; exchanged; major, February 23, 1864; resigned, December
11, 1864, and honorably discharged; honorably mentioned in reports.
Gray, Horace, Grosse Isle; major, August 14, 1802; resigned, February 22, 1804, and honorably discharged;
honorably mentioned in official reports.
Green, Wesley A., Detroit; first lieutenant, August 13,
1862; resigned, J a n u a r y 23, 18(58, and honorably dis(diarged.
Griffin, Levi T., Detroit; second lieutenant. December
IS. isr;2;first lieutenant, February 1, 18(58; adjutant, April
V). isf;:!; captain, February 25, 18(54; lirevet major. United
States volunteers, March 13, 1805, "foi' gallant and meritorious service during the Avar;" mustered out, J u l y 1,
1S(5.', and honorably dis<diarged; served, with distinction,
on the staff of Gen(,'ral Minty
Iladlev Simon B., Litcdifield; entered ser\ice. .\ugust
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13, 1S(52, as sergeant company (i; second lieutenant, December 21, lSt54; mustered out. .luly 1, bS05. and honorably dischaiged.
Hathaway, .lohn C , Detroit; first lieutenant, .lanuary
23, 1S(5:{; captain. .March 81. 1S08; mustered out, .luly 1,
1S(5.'), and honorably discharged; sjtecially and honorably
mentioned in official reports, for gallant conduct, and for
meritorious service, in the capture of Jeff. Davis.
Henion, Tunis \V., Adrian; fiist lieutenant and adjutant, September 1, 18(52; cajitain, December 18, 18(52; resigned, .Vugust 13, 18(54, and honorably discharged.
Heywood, Harvey S., P l y m o u t h ; enteicd service, J u l y
28, 18(52 ; seigeant C(mii)any D ; second lieutenant, J u l y
9, 1S(54; first lieutenant, December 21, 1864; brevet captain United States volunteers. May 10, 1865, " f o r gallant
and meritorious service in the recent campaigns in Alabama and Geoi'gia ;" mustered out, September 1, 1865,
and honorably discharged : served M-ith special distinction as topograiihical engineer on the staff of General
Minty, being repeatedly named in official reports.
Houston, Joseph AV., Paw P a w , first lieutenant Third
Michigan cavalry, September 7, 1861 ; resigned, January
12, 1862 ; major Fourth Michigan cavalry, September 1,
1862: resigned, August 23, 1863, and honorably discharged.
Hudson. Charles T., Detroit ; entered service, J u l y 12,
1862, as sergeant company B ; second lieutenant, January
28, 1863; first lieutenant, March 31, 1808; wounded in
action at Shelbyville, Tennessee, J u n e 27, 1863 ; captain,
November 24, 1864 ; brevet major United States volunteers, May 10. 18(55. "for meritorious .service in the capture of Jeff. Davis ;" brevet lieutenant colonel United
States volunteers, June 2, 1805 ; mustered out, August
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15, 1865, and honorably discharged; named for distinguished gallantry in general orders and official reports.
Hutchinson, Bickford P., Utica; first lieutenant. Fourth
cavalry, August 13, 1862; resigned February 16, 1863,
and honorably discharged.
Isman, Aaron F., Lafayette; entered service, August
6, 1862, as sergeant company C ; second lieutenant, March
31, 1863 ; resigned, December 16,1863, and honorably discharged.
Kendall, Charles F., Kalamazoo ; entered service, August 12, 1862, as commissary sergeant company H ; discharged, December 10, 1863, to accept promotion in
Eleventh Michigan cavalry ; first lieutenant and commissary Eleventh Michigan cavalry, to rank from September
28, 1863; transferred to Eighth Michigan cavalry, July
30, 1865; mustered out and honorably discharged, September 22, 1865.
Landon, George M., Monroe ; second lieutenant, December 20, 1862; first lieutenant, February 18, 1863;
captain, December 11, 1864 ; mustered out, July 1, 1865,
and honorably discharged.
Lawton, George W., Antwerp ; second lieutenant, August 13,1862 ; first lieutenant, January 25,1863 ; captain,
August 23,1863 ; wounded in action near Dallas, Georgia,
May 24, 1864; brevet major United States volunteers,
March 13, 1865, "for gallant and meritorious conduct in
action near Dallas, Georgia;" mustered out, July 1,1866,
and honorably discharged; specially named in general
orders and official reports for distinguished gallantry.
Address, Antwerp, Michigan.
Leach, Wesley H., Lansing; entered service, August
12, 1861, as private First Michigan cavalry ; first lieutenant Fourth Michigan cavalry, December 19,1862 ; captain.
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March 81, 1S(58 ; resigned, August 24, 1864, and honorably discharged.
Mackey, Thomas, Detroit; entered service, September
22, 1801, as .sergeant company L, Third Michigan cavalry ;
discharged to accept promotion, January 15,1863 ; second
lieutenant Fourth Michigan cavalry, March 1, 1863; first
lieutenant, March 31, 18(58; captain, November 26, 1864;
mustered out, .luly 21, 1865, and honorably discharged.
Mann, .loshua \V., Owasso ; first lieutenant, August
13, 18(52; captain, March 31, 1863; resigned, August 1,
1804, and honorably discharged,
Melchor, Thaddeus W., Paw Paw ; captain, August 13,
18(52; resigned, March 31, 1863, and honorably discharged.
Minty, Robert H. G., Detroit; major Second Michigan
cavalry, September 2, 1861 ; lieutenant colonel Third
Michigan cavalry, September 7, 1861; colonel Fourth
Michigan cavalry, .luly 31,1862 ; brevet brigadier general,
March 18, 1865, " f o r g a l l a n t and distinguished service ;"
brevet major general United States volunteers, March 13,
1865, "for gallant and distinguished service during the
w a r ; " commanded with distinction the First brigade.
Second division cavalry, Army of the Cumberland, from
December, 1862, until about August 1, 1864 ; commanded
with special gallantry the Second division of cavalry during the Kilpatrick raid ; and again commanded the division after General Long was wounded at Selma.
Alabama. The story of his wonderful services is fully
set out in this work, rendering a more extended notice
here not necessary
Mustered out, August 15, 1805, and
honorably discharged. Address, OLiden, Utah.
.Mix, Frank W., Allegan ; entered service, September
1. 1861, as seiireant company A, Third Michiiran cavalrv ;
promoted t<j se((»nd lieutenant Third Michigan cavalrv.
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March 26, 1862 ; to first lieutenant. May 25, 1862; captain
Fourth Michigan cavalry, August 13, 1862; major, February 18, 1863 ; wounded in action at Lovejoy, Georgia,
August 20, 1864 ; commanded the regiment in many of
its important actions, and was repeatedly named in general orders and official reports for distinguished services
and special gallantry ; he was one of the men who could
always be depended upon; resigned on account of wounds,
November 24,1864, and honorably discharged. Address,
New Britten, Connecticut.
Nash, Albert H,, Paw Paw ; second lieutenant, December 24, 1862 ; resigned, February 17,1863, and honorably
discharged.
Owen, Edward T., Detroit; entered service, August 9,
1862, as quartermaster sergeant; promoted to second
lieutenant, February 18, 1863 ; first lieutenant, March 31,
1863 ; resigned, September 13, 1863, and honorably discharged.
Palmer, John A., Chelsea ; entered service. May 1,
1861, as private company D, First Michigan infantry;
mustered out, August 7, 1861; sergeant company E,
Fourth Michigan cavalry, July 19, 1862 ; second lieutenant, June 27, 1863 ; first lieutenai^t, June 12, 1864; mustered out, July 1, 1865, and honorably discharged.
Park, Josiah B., Ovid ; captain First Michigan cavalry,
August 22, 1861; wounded in action at Winchester, Virginia, March 23, 1862; major Fourth Michigan cavalry, August 14, 1862; lieutenant colonel, February 18,
1863 ; resigned, November 26, 1864, and honorably discharged ; repeatedly named and highly commended in
official reports.
Parker, Thomas J,, Allegan ; second lieutenant, August 13, 1862; first lieutenant, February 18, 1863; resigned, December 21, 1864, and honorably discharged.
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Plimpton, Emory M., \ i l e s ; captain, August 18, 1802;
resigiKMl, March 81, 1S(58, and honorably discharged.
Porter, Edwin H., Kalamazoo; first lieutenant and commissary, August 15, 18(52 ; resigned, J a n u a r y 28, 1864,
and honorably discharged.
Potter, Henry A., Ovid ; enter«'(l service, J u l y 28, 1802,
as sergeant company B ; .second lieutenant, February 1(5,
18(58; Iirst lieutenant, March 31, 1863; captain, .\ugust
1, 18(54; mustered out, J u l y 1, 1866, and honorably discharged.
Pritchard, Benjamin D,, Allegan ; captain, .\ngust 13,
18(52; woundetl in action at Chickamauga, Georgia, Sejitember 18, 1863 ; lieutenant colonel, November 26, 1864 ;
commanded the regiment with distinction and special gallantry during the greatest jiortion of its service : brevet
brigadier.genera,l United States volunteers March 10, 1866,
'' for faithful and meritorious service in the capture of
Jeff. Davis;"' repeatedly named in special commendation
in general orders and official reports ; mustered out, J u l y
1, 1865, and honorably discharged. Address, Allegan,
Michigan.
Remington, Leonard C , A d r i a n ; entered service, J u l y
19, 1862, as sergeant, company F ; second lieutenant, November 26, 1864; mustered out, J u l y 1, 1865, and honorably discharged.
Ripley, Lauren H., Adrian ; entered service. May 1,
1861, as private company K ; First Michigan infantry;
mustered out, August 7, 1861 : sergeant company K,
Fourth ^Michigan cavalry, August 8, 18(52 ; second lieutenant, September 18, 1863; first lieutenant, March '2^, 1864;
mu.stered out, J u l y 1, 1S(55, and honorably discharged.
Rix. John, (.'linton ; entered service, August \^^. 18(52,
as private company B ; second lieutenant, January 29,
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1863; mustered out, July 1, 1865, and honorably discharged.
Rowe, Aaron, Niles; second lieutenant, August 13,
1862; resigned, September 20, 1864, and honorably discharged.
Simpson, John H., Allegan; entered service, July 26,
1862, as sergeant company L ; second lieutenant, March
81, 1863 ; first lieutenant, August 23, 1863; captain, December 10,1864; mustered out and honorably discharged,
July 1, 1866 ; honorably named in official reports ; especially distinguished for faithful services at Chickamauga,
Georgia, September 18, 1863.
Southworth, Lorenzo T.', Ovid ; entered service, July 28,
1862, as sergeant company B ; second lieutenant, December 10, 1864; mustered out, July 1, 1866, and honorably
discharged.
Stone, George R., Allegan; second lieutenant, March
1, 1863, first lieutenant and quartermaster, March 18,
1863 ; captain, August 25, 1864; mustered out, July 1,
1865, and honorably discharged.
Tolton, Joseph B., Manchester; entered service. May
1, 1861, as private company D, First Michigan infantry;
mustered out, August 7, 1861; captain Fourth Michigan
cavalry, August 13, 1862; resigned, December 10, 1864,
and honorably discharged.
Van Antwerp, William W., Jackson ; second lieutenant, August 13,1862 ; first lieutenant, December 18,1862;
captain, June 27, 1863 ; brevet major United States volunteers, April 2, 1865, for "gallant and meritorious services in the recent campaign in Tennessee, Alabama, and
Georgia ;" mustered out, July 2,1866, and honorably discharged.
Vernor, James, Detroit; entered service, August 14,
1862, as hospital steward; second lieutenant, September
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20, 1864; mustered out, July 1, 1S65, and honorably discharged.
Wells, Allen G., Wellsville; captain, August 13, 1862;
resigned, March 31, 1863, and honorably discharged.
Wood, Arthur, Grand Rapiils ; second lieutenant, August 13, 1862 ; resigned December 24, 18(58, and honorably
discharged.
Officers killed in action,
1
Died of wounds,
. .
2
Died of disease,
.
1
Total died,
Men killed in action,
Died of wounds,
Died of disease,
. .

. .
. . .

Total enlisted men,
Total deaths,

4

31
13
327
371

. .

375
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Andress, James F ; November 4, 1861, as captain company G ; promoted to major, March 11, 1864, for faithful
services ; to lieutenant colonel, February 13, 1866, for distinguished services in the field ; mustered out and honorably discharged with regiment, August 23, 1866.
Allen, AVilliam J.; September 28.1861, as private company A ; to sergeant; to battalion adjutant, January
1, 1862 ; honorably discharged, Seiitember 9, 1862 ; office
abolished.
Allison, James ; October 2. 18(51, as private company E ;
to quartermaster sergeant: promoted to first lieutenant
com])any E. AprU 15, 1862 ; resigned. May 4, 1863; mustered out and honorably discharged.
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Best, Harvey H.; October 20, 1861, as second lieutenant
company E ; died at Bardstown. Kentucky, March 6,
1862.
Bricker, Henry L.; October 2, 1861, as private company
E ; to sergeant; to first sergeant; promoted to second lieutenant on account of faithful services, J u l y 24, 1865 ; not
mustered ; mustered out and honorably discharged with
regiment, August 23, 1865.
Boyer, Val. K.; November 7, 1861, as private company
F ; to sergeant; to first sergeant; promoted to second lieutenant company F, November 2, 1864 ; to first lieutenant,
company F , December 18, 1864, on account of faithful
services ; resigned, March 20, 1865; mustered out and honorably discharged.
Boone, Clinton W ; October 31, 1861, as private company H ; promoted to second lieutenant, company H,
March 11, 1864, for distinguished gallantry ; to first lieutenant, October 16, 1864; to captain, February 13,
1865 ; discharged. May 16, 1865, to accept promotion ; recommissioned, J u n e 12, 1866, brevet major United States
volunteers, for distinguished services ; mustered out with
regiment and honorably discharged, August 23, 1865; address, Kingston, Pennsylvania.
Bateman, William O.; February 27, 1864 ; private company L ; promoted to second lieutenant, company K, December 17, 1864; to first lieutenant, J u l y 24, 1865; not
mustered ; mustered out and honorably discharged with
regiment, August 23, 1865.
Bechtel, Albert; December 18, 1861, as second lieutenant company L ; wounded, J u l y 1, 1862 ; resigned, August 18, 1862 ; mustered out and honorably discharged. ,
Brandt, Charles D.; December 21, 1861, promoted to
second lieutenant company M ; March 9, 1864; to first
lieutenant, September 16, 1864; to captain company M,
33
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December 1, 18(54; wounded at Flat Rock, (teorgia, J u l y
28, 18(54.

Bulge, John D.; October 22, 18(51, as private company
F ; iiromoted to batallion quarteinia.ster, January 1, 1862 ;
dischaiged. May 12, 18(52; office abolished.
Hreckbill, Michael; October!), 1861, as luivate company
1); promoted to qmirtermaster seigeant of company ; to
.second lieutenant company, February 1, 1865; to Iirst
lieutenant and commis.sary, August lo, 18(55 ; mustered
out with regiment and honorably discharged, August 23,
18(55. Address, Danville, Pennsylvania,
Bret/,, George B.; J u l y 24, 1865, as Assistant Surgeon ;
mustered out with regiment, and honorably discharged,
August 23, 1866 ; address, Brooklyn, New York.
Bryson, James; October 31, 1861, as captain company
D ; died at Louisville, Kentucky, April 1, 1862, of disease
contracted during the terrible march through Kentucky:
the efficiency of company D was largely due to his care
and discipline.
Bryson, Samuel C ; October 0, 1861, as private company
D ; to sergeant; to first sergeant; promoted to second
lieutenant, J a n u a r y 9, 1865 ; to first lieutenant company
D, February 13, 18(55 ; to captain company D, August 10,
1866, for distinguished services in the capture of Selma ;
mustered out and honorably discharged with regiment,
August 28, 1865.
(^'alkiiLs, Henry D.; November 1, 1861, as private coml)any C ; to sergeant; to quartermaster sergeant: promoted to second lieutenant, J u n e 24, 1S(58, for faithful
services ; resigned, J u l y 24, 1S04 ; mustered out and hon,orably discharged.
Castles, .loseph : (October 0. 1S(51, as first lieutenant
company 1) : died at Munfordville, Kentucky, March
18, 1S(52.
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Cliildes, James W ; October 12, 1861, as second lieutenant company G ; promoted to first lieutenant company
G, Marcli 26, 1802; captured at Murfreesboro', Tennessee,
J u l y 13, 1862 ; resigned, April 24, 1864 ; mustered out and
honorably discharged.
Conner, Cyrus L.; February 25, 1864; promoted to
second lieutenant, December 17, 1864; to captain, J u n e
9,1865 ; to major One Hundred and Thirty-seventh regiment United States colored troops.
Collins, William H.; September 23, 1861, as private
company K ; to sergeant ; promoted to second lieutenant,
December 18, 1864, on account of special gallantry in the
field ; to captain company K, August 10, 1865, on account
of distinguished services ; brevet major United States volunteers for gallantry in the capture of Selma, Alabama;
mustered out and honorably discharged with the regiment,
August 23, 1865. Address, Wellsville, Kansas.
Carl, J o h n ; September 28, 1861, as private company
A ; ,to sergeant; to first sergeant; brevet lieutenant
United States volunteers for distinguished services at
Selma, Alabama, April 2, 1865 ; mustered out and honorably discharged with regiment, August 23, 1865.
Crinnian, James A.; November 28, 1861, as private
company I ; to sergeant; to first sergeant; brevet lieutenant United States volunteers, for distinguished services
at Selma, Alabama, April 2, 1865 ; mustered out and honorably discharged with regiment, August 23, 1865.
Dixon, Samuel C ; November 4, 1861, as private comjiany G ; to sergeant ; to first sergeant; promoted to second lieutenant company G, February 3, 1803 ; mustered
out, December 14, 1864, expii'ation of term ; commissioned
captain company C, February 27, 1865, on account of distinguished services in the field ; mustered out .and honorably discharged with regiment, August 28, 1865.
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Dennings, Joseph II.: November 7, 18(51, as private
company F ; to sergeant ; to first sergeant ; promoted to
second lieutenant company F, April 22, 18(54, not mustered ; mustered out and honorably discharged, December
5, 18(54, on account of expiration of term.
Davis, Charles G ; September I, 18(51, as captain company I ; captured J u l y 1, 1862 ; promoted major, July 1,
18(58, on account of distinguished gallantry at Unionville
and Shelbyville, Tennesse*^; sjiecially distinguished and
honorably mentioned in official reports ; resigned, Sejitember US, 1804, on account of exjiiration of term of service ; mustered out and honorably discharged. Address,
1 larrisburg, Pennsylvania.
Dartt, Benjamin S.; September 28, 1861, as captain
company C ; wounded at Shelbyville, Tennessee, June
27, 1863 ; promoted to major, February 13, 1865, on account of distinguished faithful services ; mustered out
and honorably discharged with regiment, August 23, 1865;
died, 1886.
Drake, R e u b e n ; November 1, 1861, as chaplain; resigned, December 10, 1862.
Dartt, Albert J, B . ; November 1, 1861, as private company C ; to sergeant; to first sergeant; promoted to first
lieutenant company C, December 18, 1864, on account of
faithful services : mustered out and honorably discharged
with regiment, August 23, 1865.
Essington, John M.: November 14,1861, as captain company B ; captured at Murfreesboro", Tennessee, J u l y 13,
18(52; honorably discharged, October 17, 1862.
Essington, Heber B.: November 14. 1801, as private
comjiany B ; to seigeant; promoted to second lieutenant,
J u n e 25. 1S(52 ; to first lieutenant company K, March 1
i s o t . n o t mustered : resiLrned. May 2, 18(54 ; mustered out
and honorablv discharired.
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Einstine, William; December 5, 1862, as first lieutenant company M; captured and wounded at Murfreesboro',
Tennessee, July 13, 1862; resigned, March 21,1863 ; mustered out and honorably discharged.
Eighmey, Lewis ; November 1, 1861, as private company C ; to sergeant; to commissary sergeant; to first
sergeant; brevet lieutenant United States volunteers on
accoiint of distinguished services at Selma, Alabama,
April 2, 1866; mustered out and honorably discharged
with regiment, August 23, 1865.
Fisk, Richard H.; November 14, 1861, as private company F ; promoted to battalion quartermaster, July 1,
1862; discharged May 12, 1862 ; recommended and promoted second lieutenant company L, March 1, 1864, for
distinguished gallantry at Rome, Georgia, Octob^r, 1864 ;
mustered out and honorably discharged with regiment,
August 23, 1865. Address, Pottsville, Pennsylvania.
Frazier, George T.; October 12, 1861, as private company K ; to sergeant; promoted to first lieutenant and
commissary of subsistence, February 16, 1866 ; mustered
out and honorably discharged. May 21, 1865:
Foote, William ; October 1, 1861, as first lieutenant
company G ; resigned, March 26, 1862 ; mustered out and
honorably discharged.
Foley, Shadrack, March 30, 1861, as second lieutenant
company H ; resigned, March 7, 1862 ; mustered out and
honorably discharged.
Fields, John C.; December 21, 1861, as first lieutenant
company I ; resigned, January 28, 1863 ; mustered out
and honorably discharged.
Given, James; December 20, 1861, as major; captured
at Lebanon, Tennessee, May 6, 1862 ; resigned, March 31,
1863 ; died.
Greeno, Charles L.; November 1, 1861, as. lieutenant
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company C ; promoted to cajitain comjiany II, March 1,
1803, for faithful services in the lield; to major, February, 1866, fur distinguished ser\ ices ; to brevet lieutenant
colonel, to date from Aju-il 2, lSt55, on account of sjiecial
bravery and distinguished services in the battleof Selma,
Alabama ; mustered out and honorably discharged with
regiment, August 23, 18(55 ; served with distinction on the
staff of General Minty, as insjiector. Address, Cincinnati, Ohio.
(Jarrett, WiUiam C ; November 20, 1861, as first lieutenant company H ; promoted to caj)tain coiniiany B, December 18, 18(52 ; resigned, Decemlier 18, 1804, on account
of expiration of term ; mustered out and honorably discharged. Address, Tojieka, Kansas,
Grier, William N ; November 4, 1861, as private company G ; to corporal; to sergeant; to first sergeant; promoted to first lieutenant company G, May 1, 1866, on account of distinguished service at Selma, Alabama; mustered out and honorably discharged with regiment, A ug u s t 2 3 , 1865.
Garrett, Benjamin F ; November 20, 1861, as private
company H ; to sergeant; promoted to second lieutenant
company H ; to first lieutenant company H, December 19,
1862 ; resigned, March 26, 1863 ; mustered out and honorably discharged.
• Getchey, John ; November 20, 1861, as private company H ; to sergeant; promoted to second lieutenant company H, December 1, 1864 ; to first lieutenant, February
13, 1866, on account of faithful services; resigned, March
18, 1865 ; mustered out and honorably discharged.
Geety, Frederick H.; Sejitember o, 1861, asju-ivate company I ; to sergeant: promoted second lieutenant company I, March 1, 1868, for special gallantry ; wounded,
December 11, 1802; promoted to captain comjiany K,
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November 16, 1864 ; not mustered; honorably discharged,
January 12, 1866.
Gerald, Ottis G.; December 7,1861, as private company
L ; to first sergeant; promoted to first lieutenant company L, February 13, 1866 ; mustered out and honorably
discharged with regiment, August 23, 1865.
Graham, James L.; December 5, 1862, as second lieutenant company M ; resigned, April 30, 1863 ; mustered
out and honorably discharged.
Hartranft, Uriah C.; October 9, 1861, as private company D ; promoted to second lieutenant company H, May
1, 1863, for distinguished gallantry ; to captain company
D, February 13, 1866, for faithful services in the field;
to major, August 10, 1866 ; mustered out and honorably
discharged with regiment, August 26; 1866.
Hezlep, William B.; June 27, 1863, as surgeon ; mustered out and honorably discharged with regiment, Augu.st 23, 1866.
Harris, George F.; March 29, 1864, as assistant surgeon;
resigned, September 20, 1864.
Hillier, JohnE.; November 1, 1861, as first lieutenant
company C; resigned, February 18, 1863; mustered out
and honorably discharged.
Hermans, Chauncey C ; November 1, 1861, as private
company C; to first sergeant, promoted to first lieutenant company C, July 1,1863 ; killed at Lovejoy, Georgia,
August 21, 1864.
Henderson, James S.; October 31, 1861, as private company D ; to sergeant; to first sergeant; promoted to
second lieutenant, October 31.1862 died at Murfreesboro',
Tennessee, August 19, 1863.
Hays, William E.; October 2, 1861, as private company
E; to sergeant; to quartermaster sergeant; promoted to
second lieutenant. May 1,1866, on account of faithful ser-
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vices ; to first lieutenant company E, August 10, 1866 ;
brevet cajitain, to date from December 15, 18(54 ; mustered
out ami honorably discharged with regiment, August 23,
18(55. Address, Watsontown, Pennsylvania.
Hink.son, Washington M.; November 6, 1863, as private comjiany G ; to corjioral; promoted to cajitain comjiany G, March 14, 1865 ; discharged. May 14, 1866 ; recommissioned May 14, 1866 ; mustered out and honorably
discharged with regiment, August 28, 1866.
Ilibler, Samuel; November 30, 1861, as captain comjiany H ; resigned, February 16, 1863: mustered out and
honorably discharged.
Hutton, Jesse K,; September 18, 1861, as private comjiany K; to sergeant; to first sergeant; promoted to second
lieutenant company K, J u l y 1, 1863; discharged, April
80, 18(54.

Herr, George M.; November 28, 1863, as private company K ; to sergeant; to first sergeant; jiromoted to
second lieutenant company K, J u l y 24, 1865 ; not mustered ; mustered out and honorably discharged vrith regiment, August 23, 1865; brevet first lieutenant United
States volunteers for sjiecial gallantry at Selma, Alabama.
Hartranft, William A.; October 9, 1861, as private comjiany D ; to sergeant; to commissary sergeant; to first
sergeant; promoted to first lieutenant company D, J u l y
24, 1865, on account of distinguished gallantry at Selma,
Alabama, Ajiril 2, 1866; not mustered; mustered out
with regiment and honorably discharged, August 23,1866.
Inhoff, Edwaid P . ; January 4, 1864, private company
M ; to sergeant; jiromoted to second lieutenant company
B, I)ecember 8, 1804; to cajitain comjiany E, February
18, 1S(55 ; mustered out with regiment and honorably dis-
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charged, August 23, 1866; died at Winona, Minnesota,
1877,
Jennings, William H., September 28, 1861, as captain
company A; promoted to major, J u l y 26,1863, on account
of distinguished gallantry at Rover, Tennessee; mustered
out and honorably discharged, December 16, 1864—expiration of term.
J u n g , Theodore J.; J a n u a r y 1, 1863, as assistant surgeon; mustered out and honorably discharged with the
regiment, August 23, 1866. Address, Titusville, Pennsylvania.
Jones, J o h n D.; September 28, 1861, as second lieutenant company A; promoted to first lieutenant company A,
J u l y 26, 1863; mustered out and honorably discharged,
December 6, 1864, on account of expiration of term.
Jenkins, William; October 22, 1861, as private company
P ; to sergeant; promoted to second lieutenant company
F, December 18, 1864, for distinguished services in the
field; to captain company F, August 10, 1865; mustered
out and honorably discharged with regiment, August 23,
1865.
Kitchen, George F . B,; September 2,1861; private company A; promoted to sergeant; to first lieutenant and
quartermaster, December 7, 1864; to captain company A,
August 10, 1865, on account of distinguished faithful
services in the field; mustered out and honorably discharged with t h e regiment, August 23, 1865.
Kelly, Peter F ; September 28, 1861, as private company
A; to sergeant; promoted to second lieutenant company
A, February 13,1866, for distinguished faithfulness; mustered out and honorably discharged with regiment, August 23, 1865.
Keith, Isaac S.; September 3, 1861, as private company
I : to sergeant; promoted to first lieutenant company I,
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for distinguished gallantry hi action, J u n e 9. 1S(55: mustered out and honorably discharged with regiment, August 2:). lSf55.
Ixmg, .Fones F ; Octobei- 27, 1S(5I, as jirivate comjiany
K; to .seigeant; to first lieutenant comjiany B, J u n e 27,
18(54; to cajitain c(>mj)any B, December 18, 18(54; wounded
at Chickamauga, Sejitember 21, 18(58; mustered out and
honorably discharged with regiment, August 23, 18(55.
Leidy, John; October 29, 1861, as first lieutenant
comjiany E; resigned, Ajiril 4, 1862; mustered out and
honorably dischaiged.
Lutz, Henry 11.; September 3, 1861, as secimd lieutenant comjiany I; died at Nashville, Tennessee, November
29, 1S(52.
Mc( Jormick, Charles ('.; October 9, 1861, as captain comjiany L; Jiromoted to colonel, J a n u a r y 10, 1865, on account of distinguished faithful sernces; to brevet brigadier general, March 3, 1866, on account of special services
in the battle of Selma, Alabama, April 2, 1866; mustered
out and honorably discharged with regiment, August 23,
1865; died, 1883.
McQuade, William J.; September 23, 1861, as jirivate
company H; promoted battalion quartermaster, January
1, 1862; discharged. May 23, 1862.
Mosen, Richard F . : November 5, 1861, as adjutant;
wounded at Lebanon, Tennessee, IMay 6, 1862; jiromoted
cajitain company D, May 2,1862; not mustered; resigned,
J a n u a r y 21, 1863, to accept promotion in the Twentieth
Pennsylvania cavalrv; mustered out and honorably discharged.
McFadden, M. S.; November 14, 1861, as jirivate company B; to sergeant; jiromoted to second lieutenant company B, May 2:\, 1S(52: resigned. J u n e 25, 1802; mustered
out and honorably discharged.
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McGhee, John C.; October 2, 1801, as second lieutenant
company E; resigned, J a n u a r y 28, 1808; mustered out
and honorably discharged.
Mooney, Hugh 13.; November 4, 1801, as jirivate com
j)an\' G ; to sergeant; to quartermaster; jiromoted to
second lieutenant company G, March 25, 1802 ; resigned,
February 3, 1808: mustered out and honorably discharged.
M'Cay, John C ; November 4, 1801, as private company
G ; to sergeant; to first sergeant; promoted to second
lieutenant company G, December 15, 1864, for faithful
services; cajitu red at Murfreesboro', Tennessee, J u l y 13,
1802; mustered out and honorably discharged with regiment, August 23, 1865.
M' Govern, Thomas ; as private company H ; to first ser
geant; jiromoted to second lieutenant company H, J u n e
9, 1865 ; mustered out and honorably discharged with
regiment, August 23, 1865.
M'AUister, George W ; September 3, 1861, as private
company I ; to sergeant; promoted to second lieutenant
company I, December 11,1862 ; to first lieutenant, March,
1863 ; mustered out and honorably discharged, December
31, 1864, on account of exjiiration of term.
Mitchell, James T.; November 26, 1861, as private company I ; to sergeant; promoted to second lieutenant company I, J u n e 9, 1865 ; mustered out and honorably discharged with regiment, August 23, 1865.
May, David G.; November 4, 1861, as captain company
K ; killed at Chickamauga, September 21, 1863.
Milmore, Samuel ; October 14, 1861, as private company L ; to sergeant ; to first sergeant ; brevet lieutenant
United States volunteers, for distinguished services at
Selma, Alabama ; mustered out and honorably discharged,
August 28, 1805. Address, Reading, Pennsylvania.
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Newcomer, .John T.; October 31, 1861, as second lieuti'iiant comjiany D : jiromoted to first lieutenant company
D, .March 17, 1S(52 ; to cajitain comjiany D, May 81, 1862,
for faithful services ; mustere<l out and honorably discharged, October 31, 18(54, on account of expiration of
term.
Nixon, Edward F ; October 2, 1861, as private comjiany E ; to sergeant; to commissary sergeant ; jiromoted
to .second lieutenant company E, J u l y 1, 1863 ; dismissed
the service under the circumstances previously in this
work narrated, while a prisoner of war, December 7, 18(54.
Died.
Newlin, C y r u s ; October 25, 1861, as captain company
F ; wounded at Sjiarta, Tennessee, August 17, 1863; captured at Noonday creek, Georgia, J u n e 20, 1864; distinguished for special gallantry at Noonday creek,
Georgia ; promoted to major of the regiment, October 16,
1864 ; being a jirisoner of war, was not mustered : mustered out and honorably discharged with brevet of major
United States volunteers, April 1, 1865,
Price, David I.; September 28, 1861, as private company A ; to sergeant; promoted to second lieutenant
company A, J u l y 26, 1863; wounded at Rover, January
31, 1862 ; mustered out and honorably discharged, December 19, 1864, on account of expiration of term.
Partington, W m . ; November 20, 1861, as private company H ; to sergeant; promoted to second lieutenant
company H, December 10, 1862 ; to first lieutenant company H, J u l y 1, 1863 ; resigned, Sejitember 17, 1864 ; mustered out and honorably dischaiged.
Parker, Alexanchn- M.; January 4, 1804, as jirivate
comjiany M ; to sergeant ; to first sergeant ; promoted to
first lieutenant comjiany M, December 10, 1864 ; brevet
captain United States volunteers, on account of distin-
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guished services at Selma, Alabama, April 2, 1865 ; mustered out and honorably discharged with regiment, August 23, 1865. Died at Carlisle, Pennsylvania.
Quaid, David J.; November 14, 1861, as private company B ; to sergeant; to first sergeant; tirevet lieutenant
United States volunteers, on account of distinguished services at Selma, Alabama, April 2, 1866 ; mustered out
and honorably discharged with regiment, August 23,1866.
Reilly, Bernard, junior; November 18, 1861, as second
lieutenant company F; promoted to first lieutenant company F, July 1, 1863; wounded at Chickamauga, Georgia,
September 21, 1863; resigned, April 21, 1864; mustered
out and honorably discharged.
Rank, D, Webster; October 9, 1861, as private company D; to sergeant; to sergeant major of regiment;
promoted to first lieutenant company M, May 1, 1863; to
captain company M, September 16, 1864; not mustered;
mustered out and honorably discharged, December 16,
1864, on account of expiration of term. Address, Limestoneville, Pennsylvania.
Rickert, Thomas H.; September 28, 1861, as first Ueutenant and quartermaster; mustered out and honorably
discharged, on account of expiration of term, November
6, 1864. Address, Pottsville, Pennsylvania.
Reed", John B.; September 28, 1861, as sergeant company F; promoted to battalion quartermaster, January 1,
1862; to first lieutenant and commissary of subsistence,
October 15, 1862; dismissed, November 1, 1863.
Rittenhouse, C. A.: March 4, 1864, as chaplain; resigned. May 1, 1865.
Rhoads, Amos B.; November 14, 1861, as first lieutenant company B; captured at Murfreesboro', July 13,
1862; kiUed at ShelbyviUe, Tennessee, June 27, 1863.
Rich, John M.; August 18, 1863; private company F ;
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to seigeant; Jiromoted second lieutenant company B, February 18, 1S(55, on account of distinguished services; mustered out with regiment, and honorably dischaiged, August 28, 1S(55.
Rank. .Jesse BT; October 81. 1861, as private company
I); to seigeant; to regimental quartennaster sergeant;
Jiromoted to second lieutenant comjiany D, J a n u a r y 11,
18(54, for faithful services; to first lieutenant comjiany D,
December 1, 18(54: not mustered; mustered out and honorably dischaiged, J a n u a r y (5, 1865, on accoimt of exjiiration of term. Address, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
Sijies, William B.; mustered August 21, 1861, as lieutenant colonel Seventh Pennsylvania cavalry; promoted
to colonel, J u l y 26, 1863, on account of faithful services;
resigned, November 30, 1864; mustered out and honorably discharged. Address, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,
Seibert, James J ; mustered November 14, 1861, as major Seventh Pennsylvania cavalry ; captured at Murfreesboro', Tennessee, J u l y 13, 1862; promoted to lieutenant
colonel, J u l y 26, 1863, on account of faithful services;
mustered out and honorably discharged, J a n u a r y 13, 1866.
Steahlin, George F ; November 14, 1861, as private
company F ; to sergeant ; to first sergeant; to adjutant,
February 20, 1863, for faithful services ; to captain company E ; not mustered : resigned, October 31, 1864, on account of exjiiration of term : mustered out and honorably discharged. Address, Orwigslmrg, Pennsylvania.
Sjieer, Alexander M.: November 14. 1861, as major and
surgeon; jiromoted to suigecm United States volunteers.
J u n e 1, 1808 : mustered out and honorably dischargtnl.
Address, 212 Penn avenue, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
Sherk. John L.: November 4, ist5i, as lieutenant and
assistant surgeon, jiromoted to major and surgeon, .June
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28, 18(5:1; murdered by guerrillas at Bardstown, Keiitucdvv, December 20, .8(54.
Shimer, Reuben S.; August 4, 18(52, as assistant surgeon ; discharged March 20, 18(58.
Shutt, Edward H.; September 28, 1861, as jirivate comjiany A; Jiromoted to first lieutenant comjiany A, December IS, 18(54, on account of sj)ecial gallantry in action;
mustered out and honorably discharged with regiment,
August 28, 1865.
Sommers, John H.; November 14, 1861, private company B; to sergeant; jiromoted to second lieutenant, May
2, 1864; to first lieutenant comjiany B, December 19,
1864 ; mustered out and honorably discharged with regiment, August 28, 1865. Address, Manocton, Bradford
county, Pennsylvania.
Stevens, Nathaniel B.; November 14, 1801, as second
lieutenant comjiany B ; resigned March 26, 1862 ; mustered
out and honorably discharged.
Sims, William R,; November 1, 1861, as jirivate comjiany C ; to sergeant; promoted to second lieutenant comjiany C, December 18, 1864, for faithful services ; mustered out and honorably discharged with regiment, August 23, 1865.
Schuyler, John, Jr.; October 9, 1861, as private comjiany D ; to sergeant; to first sergeant; promoted to
second lieutenant, March 18,1862 ; to first lieutenant company D, J u n e 29, 1862, for distinguished gallantry in the
field ; to cajitain comjiany D, December 1, 1864, for
sjiecial gallantry at Lo\'ejoy, Georgia; not mustered,
beinu' detailed on duty on the staff of brigade ; mustered
out and honorably discharged, Janiuir.\' 0, 18(5.''i ; exjiiration of term. Address, Lock Haven, Pennsylvania.
Schaeffer, Israel B.; October 20, 1801, as ca-jitain company E ; served faithfully the whole three years of his
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term, refusing all jiromotions or duties and jiositiona which
would take him away from his " boys ;" sjiecially named
repeatedly in general orders and official reports for distinguished gallantry; musliu'ed out and honorably dischargeil, November lo, 18(54, on account of exjiiration of
term of service. Address, Tojieka, Kansas.
Sigmund, ,Jacob ; October 2, 18(51, as jirivate comjisiny
E ; to sergeant ; to first sergeant; jiromoted to .second
lieutenant, INIarch 1, 18(58, for sjiecial gallantry: to first
lieutenant, .June 24, 1863, for faithful services; kUled at
Selma, .Vlabama, Ajiril 2, 18(55.
Seigfried, Daniel; November 7, 18(5], as private comjiany F ; to sergeant; to first sergeant; promoted to second lieutenant comjiany F, J u l y 24, 1865, on account of
faithful services ; not mustered ; brevet lieutenant United
States volunteers for distinguished services at Selma, Alabama ; mustered out and honorably discharged with regiment, August 23, 1865,
Starry, George W . ; September 3, 1861, as private company I ; to sergeant; to first sergeant; promoted to first
lieutenant company I, December 18,1864 ; resigned, February 28, 1865 ; mustered out and honorably discharged.
Snyder, Henry H,; December 2, 1861, as private company L ; to sergeant; promoted to second lieutenant company L, May 1, 1865 ; mustered out and honorably discharged with regiment, August 23, 18(55.
Scanlin, Bath W . ; August 4, 1802, as cajitain comjiany
M ; resigned, April 8, 1863.
Smith, W H. IL; October 12, 1861, as ju-ivatecomjiany
K ; to sergeant comjiany M ; to first .sergeant ; brevet
lieutenant United States \(ilunteers for sjiecial services at
Selma, Alabama, Ajuil 2, 18(55; mustered out and honorably discharged with regiment, August 28, 18(J5. Address, ('amj) Hill, Pennsylvania.
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Thompson, Heber S.; October 22, 1861, as first lieutenant company F ; promoted to captain company I, July 1,
1863, for distinguished gallantry at Shelbyville and faithful services ; served on the staff of General Minty as assistant inspector general; brevet major United States volunteers for special services in capture of Selma, Alabama;
mustered out and honorably discharged with the regiment,
August 23, 1866. Address, Pottsville, Pennsylvania.
Taylor, James G.; October 12, 1861, as second lieutenant company K ; wounded at Lebanon,- Tennessee, May
6, 1862; promoted to first lieutenant company K, July 1,
1863 ; to captain company K, March 25, 1864, on account
of gallantry and faithful services ; killed at Lovejoy,
Georgia, August 20, 1864.
Umpleby, John ; December 7, 1861, as first lieutenant
company L ; resigned, November 1, 1862; mustered out
and honorably discharged.
Vale, Joseph G.; October 12, 1861, as first lieutenant
company K; wounded at McMinnville, Tennessee, July 10,
1862 ; wounded at Galatin, Tennessee, August 21, 1862 ;
captured at Galatin, Tennessee, August 21,1862; promoted
to captain company M, July 1,1863 ; wounded at Sparta,
Tennessee, August 17, 1863 ; served on staff of General
Minty as brigade inspector ; resigned, September 14,1864,
on account of expiration of term ; mustered out and hon
orably discharged. Address, Carlisle, Pennsylvania.
Wynkoop, George C.; August 21, 1861, as colonel
Seventh Pennsylvania cavalry ; discharged on surgeon's
certificate of disability; mustered out and honorably dis
charged. Died, 1886.
Wynkoop, John E., mustered, November 9, 1861, as
major Seventh Pennsylvania cavalry ; promoted to colonel One Hundred and Eighty-first Pennsylvania volun34
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tv'ers, J u l y 7, 18(58; mustere<l out and honorably discharged. Residence, Pottsville. Pennsylvania.
Watts, WUliam M.; mustered, March 7, 1864, as juivate
comjiany I, Seventh Pennsylvania cavalry ; jinmioted to
adjutant. May 15, 18(5."i. for faithful .seiT ices and ability;
mustered out and honorably discharged with regiment,
August 28, 18(55. Residence, Carlisle, Pennsylvania.
^VynkooJ1, Nicholas A.; mustered, October 15, 1861, as
Jirivate comjiany L, Seventh Pennsylvania cavalry ; promottnl to juljut-jint Second battalion, J a n u a r y 2, 1862;
killed at Galatin, Tennessee, Augu.st21, 1862.
Wartield, James H. B.; mustered, Noveniber 14, 1861,
as private comjiany F, Seventh Pennsylvania cavalry ;
promoted to adjutant of Tliird battalion, January 1,1862;
discharged Sejitember 3, 1862; re-commissioned second
lieutenant comjiany L, December 23, 1862.
AVliite, Percy H.; November 26, 1861, as first lieutenant comjiany A ; promoted to captain company A, J u l y
26, 1863, for faithful services ; wounded and captured at
Lovejoy, Georgia, August 20, 1864; discharged on account of wounds, February 10, 1866 ; mustered out and
lionora,bly discharged.
Wren, William ; March 11, 1864, as first lieutenant
comjiany L ; to captain company L, February 13, 1866;
mustered out and honorably discharged with regiment,
August 23, 1865.
Waltz, Charles A.: December 1, 1864: promoted from
Fourth United States cavalry, December 1, 1864: to
second lieutenant company M, for special gallantry; mustered out with regiment and honorably discharged, August 28, 18(^)5.
Watson. AUit^rtB.; October 0. ISOl, as private comjiany
D ; Jiromoted to scM-ond lieutenant comjiany II, February
18, 18(5."i, on account of sjiecial gallantry in the field ; to
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first lieutenant company H, June 10, 1866 ; mustered out
and honorably discharged with regiment as brevet captain United States volunteers, August 23, 1866.
Wood, John S.; September 3, 1861, as first Ueutenant
company I ; dropped from the muster roll without authority, December 31, 1861 ; mustered out and honorably
discharged in 1880, to date from August 23, 1865.
Wenck, Thomas J.; November 20,1861, as private company H ; to first sergeant, June 9, 1866, on account of distinguished gallantry at Selma, Alabama, April 1, 1866;
mustered out with regiment and honorably discharged,
August 23, 1865.
FOURTH UNITED STATES CAVALRY—ROSTER
OFFICERS' ROSTER.
" From city's dome
And village home
The thousands come,
StiU marching to the old flag's aid.
Each knows his part,
And every heart
Moves onward, calm and undismayed
By treason's gery dart."

Alexander, Thomas B.; captain Ponrth cavalry in 1862.
Amory, Copley; first lieutenant Fourth cavalry in
1862.
Bovnnan, Charles S.; captain Fourth cavalry in 1862 ;
commanded the regiment in the Okaloma campaign with
distinction.
Beaumont, Eugene B.; first lieutenant Fourth cavalry
in 1862, and aid-de-camp.
Baker, Edward D.; first lieutenant Fourth cavalry in
1862 ; promoted to captain and assistant quartermaster,
1863 ; wounded in action; served during the war as a
faithful officer.
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Brayant, W i l l i a m ; lieutenant Fourth cavalrv; promoted from the ranks for distinguished gallantry
Crittenden, Eugene W ; cajitain Fourth cavalry in 1862;
Jiromoted to colonel United States volunteers, 1863. (See
Fourth Ohio cavalry )
Carr, E. A.; cajitain Fourth United States cavalry
(/onway, E. J.; lieutenant Fourth cavalry: served with
distinction, was rejieatedly mentioned in official rejiorts,
as noted in the jireceding jiages of this work.
Doolittle, Anson 0 , ; first lieutenant Fourth cavalry in
1862.
Davis, DeAVitt C.; second lieutenant Fourth cavalry ;
promoted to first lieutenant, 1864 ; to captain, 1866 ; distinguished himself in many engagements ; is still in the
s»>rvice. Address, Tucson, Arizona.
Egan, James; promoted from sergeant to second lieutenant. Fourth cavalry, 1864; to first lieutenant; to captain; retired on account of wounds received in action;
died in Washington, D. C , April, 1883. Captain Egan
rose from the ranks, by his personal bravery and distinguished services. He was officially named wdth high
commendation in almost every battle the regiment participated in, from 1863 to 1866; was repeatedly wounded.
(See text of this work.)
Fitzgerald, Edward; second lieutenant Fourth cavalry,
1862; promoted to first lieutenant. 1863; to captain, 1864;
died at Nashville, Tenne.ssee, February 16, 1866, of
wounds received in battle of Nashville. December, 1864.
Fletcher, B. L.: second lieutenant Fourth cavalry, in
1862; Jiromoted to first lieutenant, lsn8; to captain, ls!(i4.
Hunt, fteorge G.: captain Fourth cavalry, in ls;02.
Hedges, Joseph; first lieutenant Fourth cavalrv, in 1>^(52:
Jiromoted to captain, 1S(58; commanded the regiment in
the Hood-Thomas camjiaign during the battle of Nash-
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ville, from December 1, 1864, to February 1, 1866; rendered distinguished service in the battle of Nashville,
capturing, in the second day's fight, a battery of artillery,
near Bentwood; was repeatedly named in general orders
and official reports, both in the Army of the Cumberland
and th6 Army of the Potomac, for "special gaUantry;"
promoted major. United States army, 1866, and brevet
lieutenant colonel, for "meritorious services in the recent
campaigns;" mustered out on account of wounds, and
honorably discharged. Address, Farmers' Bank, Mansfield, Ohio.
Johnson, Richard W., major Fourth cavalry, in 1863,
and brigadier general. United States volunteers; commanded Sixth brigade, Army of the Ohio, in 1862; had
command of "provisional brigade" of cavalry, at Galatin, September, 1862; promoted to major general volunteers, and commanded the Second division, right wing,
forming right of McCook's corps in battle of Stone river,
December 31,1862, January 1,2, 3,1863; commanded same
division at Chickamauga, to wit: Second division. Thirteenth army corps; commanded First division. Fourteenth
army corps, during Atlanta campaign; commanded a
"provisional division" of cavalry during "Hood's advance," and the Sixth cavalry division during the battle
of Nashville.
Ingleston,
; first lieutenant Fourth cavalry; honorably mentioned in general orders and official reports.
Healy, Thomas; second lieutenant Fourth cavalry, in
1862; promoted to first lieutenant, 1863; killed in action
near Franklin, Tennessee, April 10, 1863.
KeUy, Michael J.; second lieutenant Fourth cavalry, in
1862; promoted to first lieutenant, in 1864.
L'Hojjimedien, F.; first lieutenant Fourth cavalry, 1862;
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regimi'utal commissary; jiromoted to cajitain; died at
Pulaski, Tennessee, January 1, 18(54.
I>'e, John; second lieutenant Fourth cavalry, in 1>S62:
promoted to first lieutenant and regimental quai-termaster, 18()4; to cajitain and brevet major, 1865; stiU in service.
Long, Eli; entered s e n i c e as second lieutenant First
United States cavalry, in 18.56; jiromoted to first lieutenant, March 21, 1861; to captain. May 24,1861—the designation of the Fii-st lieing charged to the Fourth cavalry,
by act of Congress, in August, 1861; wounded in battle
of Stone river, December 31, 1862; jiromoted to colonel
Fourth Ohio cavalry, (volunteers,) January. 1863; assigned to command of Second brigade. Second cavalry division. Army of t h e Cumberland, J u n e 9; 1863; wounded
at Farmington, Tennessee, October 7, 1863; wounded at
Lovejoy, Georgia, August 20,1864; promoted to brigadier
general, United States volunteers, August 18, 1864; assigned to command of Second division. Cavalry corjis.
Military Division of Mississippi, November, 1864; wounded at Selma, Alabama, April 2, 1865; promoted to brevet
major general. United States volunteers, March 13, 1865,
" f o r distinguished and meritorious services during the
late campaigns in Tennessee, Alabama, and Georgia."
Address, 145 Broadway, New York.
Mauck, Clarence; first lieutenant Fourth cavalry, 1862;
promoted to captain, 1864 ; wounded in action, near
Rome, Georgia, October, 1864.
M u n a y , Douglass Alex.; second lieutenant Fourth
cavalry, in 1862; jiromoted, in 1862, to lieutenant colonel
Third Ohio cavalry (volunteers); served with great distinction in that organization, lieing jiromoted to colonel,
and rejieatedly named in general orders and t h ^ official
reports, as already noted in this work; was honorably dis-
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charged from the volunteer service at the (dose of the war,
having been severely wounded and lost a leg in tli(i seivice; died in Washington city, D. C , in 1808, from effect
of wounds received.
McCook, Edward M.; first lieutenant Fourtli cavalry,
in 18(52, and colonel of United States volunteers; jiromoted to brigadier general volunteers, in 1808, and assigned to the command of the First division, Cavalry
corjis. Army of the Cumberland; rendered efficient services during the TuUahoma and Chickamauga camjiaigns;
commanded same division in Atlanta campaign, and also
in the Selma campaign, in 1865.
Mclntyre, J, B.; captain Fourth United States cavalry,
in 1862 ; commanded the regiment with distinction, from
January, 1863, to October 1, 1864 ; brevet major. United
States army, for distinguished bravery in the field. Dead.
He was rejieatedly officially commended for special gal
lantry, in general orders and the official reports. His
record is found in full in this work.
McLaughlin, Napoleon B.; captain Fourth cavalry, in
1862 ; promoted to colonel, United States volunteers, in
1863.
McCormick, Thomas H.; captain Fourth cavalry, in
1862; served faithfully with the regiment during the war,
was rejieatedly named in the official reports, and breveted
major, United States army
McCafferty, Neil J.; second lieutenant Fourth United
States cavalry, 1862 ; jiromoted to first lieutenant ; distinguished himself in battle of Shelbyville, Tennessee,
and other occasions, and was honorably named in official
rejiorts.
Oakes, .lames ; lieutt^ant colonel Fourth United States,
in 18Q8; commanded regiment through the Shiloh and
Corinth camjiaigns ; on detailed duty as mustering officer.
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on account of ill-health ; ajipointed to command of a brigade of infantry
Otis, Eliner; cajitain Fourth cavalry, in 1863; commanded the regiment from May, 1862, to February, 1863;
repeatedly recommended for a brigadier general's commission, on account of distinguished services ; commanded a biigade of infantry, from Februaiy, 1863, to May,
1863, when he was ordered on detached duty, as mustering officer.
O'Connel, William ; jiromoted from sergeant: to second
lieutenant, on account of distinguished gallantry at
Shiloh and Corinth, March, 1863 ; to fii-st lieutenant,
1863; to cajitain, 1866; to major, 1865: commanded
the regiment during the Selma campaign, and until
the close of the w a r ; rejieatedly named in general ordei-s
and official reports for special gallantry and ability
Roys, EUeridge G.; second lieutenant Fourth cavalry,
iu 1862 ; jiromoted to first lieutenant, 1864; rendered efficient services in the field, and was repeatedly named in
general orders and official reports ; promoted to captain ;
kiUed near Selma, Alabama, April 6, 1865, by Forrest.
Rendelbrook, Joseph ; ( " o l d Joe;") second lieutenant
F o u r t h cavalry, in 1864; promoted to first lieutenant,
1864 ; to captain, 1866.
Sedgwick, John; colonel Fourth cavalry in 1863; major
general United States volunteers; commanded corps in
Army of the Potomac with distinguished gaUantry and
efficiency ; promoted to major general United States army;
defeated the enemy of Kelly's Ford, Virginia, November
7, 1863, capturing over two thousand : killed at the head
of his corps in the battl(J of the Wilderness, Virginia, May
6, 1864.
Sturgis, Samuel D.: major Fourth cavalry in 1808;
brigadier general United States volunteers; commanded
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with distinction brigades, divisions, and independent
armies ; promoted to major general United States army.
Stoneman, George; major Fourth cavalry in 1863;
major general United States volunteers ; commanded cavalry divisions and corps with distinction in Army of the
Potomac ; commanded cavalry expedition against Macon,
Georgia, in 1864; promoted to major general United
States army ; commanded cavalry corps and expedition
from Knoxville into Virginia and North Carolina, February to May, 1865.
Stanley, David S.; captain Fourth cavalry in 1863;
brigadier general of volunteers ; commanded Second brigade, left wing. Army of the Mississippi during siege of
Corinth; appointed chief of cavalry, December, 1863;
major general United States volunteers and chief of cavalry Army of the Cumberland ; commanded the cavalry
of that army with special distinction during Stone River,
TuUahoma, and Chickamauga campaigns; assigned to
command First division. Fourth army corps, April, 1864 ;
assigned to command of Fourth corps, August 27, 1864;
was severely wounded at Franklin, Tennessee, November
30, 1864, while leading a bayonet charge in the heat of the
battle ; moved with Fourth corps from Knoxville into
East Tennessee towards Virginia; rendered distinguished
service in the Atlanta campaign ; promoted to major general United States a r m y ; now in command of the Department of Texas. Address, San Antonio, Texas.
Stockton, Samuel W ; captain Fourth cavalry in 1863,
and aid-de-camp on staff of Major General Rosecrans.
Sullivan, Thomas W . ; second lieutenant Fourth cavalry
in 1863 ; promoted to first lieutenant and adjutant; promoted to captain ; severely wounded near Lovejoy, August 21, 1864, and did not again rejoin the regiment.
Thompson, John A.; captain Fourth cavalry in 1862.
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Wheaton, Frank ; captain Fourth United States cavalry
and brigadier general United States volunteers in 1863.
Wilcox, John A.; first Ueutenant Fourth cavalry in
1863.
Wilson, Walter M.; first lieutenant Fourth cavalry in
1863; regimental quartermaster; promoted to captain
United States anny, 18(54 ; to brevet major United States
army, 18(55, for distinguished services in the field.
Webb, William AV,; first lieutenant Fourth cavalry in
1863; Jiromoted to cajitain United States army, 1864 ;
brevet major United States army for gallant ser\dces,
AVebster, John G.; second lieutenant Fourth cavalry in
1863.
AA'ood, Francis C.; promoted from first sergeant company L to second lieutenant, on account of distinguished
services ; killed in action at Middleton, Tennessee, May
23, 1863.
NINTH PENNSYLVANIA CAVALRY—ROSTER.

Appel, Charles A.; mustered in as first Ueutenant comjiany A, October 3, 1861; promoted to captain, company
F, AprU 6, 1862 ; to major, August 23, 1864 ; captured at
Salem Grove, North Carolina, March 10, 1865; honorably discharged by special order, ;May 26, 1866, Address,
1603 S street, N AA\, AA'ashington, D. C.
Brown, George B.: mustered in as major, November
21, 1861 ; promoted to lieutenant colonel, January 1.3,
1863; resigned, February 12, 1863; mustered out and
honorably discharged. Dead.
Boal, John; August 11, 1863, as captain company A ;
killed at Averysboro', North Carolina, March 16, 1865.
Bacon, Romeo R.; August 1, 1S(52, as fii-st Ueutenant
comjiany B ; resigned, February 11, 1868, and honorably
discharged.
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Baugher, AA^m, H.; October 26, 1861, as private company I ; Jiromoted to second lieutenant, comjiany B, May
31, 1863; to first lieutenant, May 30, 1864 ; to cajitain,
1865; mustered out honorably discharged, J u l y 18, 1805.
Address, Calverton stock yards, Baltimore, Maryland.
Bertles, Jacob ; October 11, 1861, as captain company
D ; resigned, August 7, 1862, and honorably discharged.
Barry, David R. P ; October 24, 1861, as private company M ; promoted from sergeant to second lieutenant
comjiany D, May 22, 1863 ; resigned, J u l y 24, 1864, and
honorably discharged. Address, Huntingdon, Pennsylvania.
Bassler, Jacob F ; October 7, 1861, as private company
B ; promoted to sergeant; to second lieutenant, company
I, May 22, 1863 ; mustered out and honorably discharged,
1865. Address, Lykens, Pennsylvania.
Bell, J a m e s ; December 31, 1861, as captain company
M ; honorably discharged on surgeon's certificate of disabUity, May 25, 1863.
Crinnian, Lawrence A.; October 17, 1861, as jirivate
company E ; promoted to second lieutenant company C,
June 20, 1863; to first lieutenant company C, May 20,
1865 ; mustered out and honorably discharged, J u l y 18.
1865.
Campbell, W m . K.; October 22, 1861, as second lieutenant company C ; resigned, August 7,1862, and honorably discharged. Dead.
Coglizer, Charles ; November 14, 1861, as private company L ; promoted to second lieutenant, August 8, 1802 ;
resigned, February 6, 1863, and honorably discharged.
CoUer, Jacob ; October 17, 1861, as jirivate company E ;
promoted to commissary sergeant, June 1, 1804;. to fir.st
lieutenant comjiany E, May 19, 1865 ; mustered out and
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honorably discharged, July 8, 1866. Address, AVilliamstown, Daujihin county, Peimsylvania.
Culbertson, Thomas U.; October 11, 1861, as private
comjiany C ; promoted to sergeant; to si'cond lieutenant
company G, May 22, 1803 ; to first lieutenant, August 28,
18(54 ; to cajitain, June 16, 1805 ; mustered out and honorably discharged.
(.!lark, Andrew M., June 1, 1863, as private comjiany
B ; Jiromoted to second lieutenant company M, August
28, 1864; to first lieutenant, August 1, 1864; resigned and
honorably discharged. May 16, 1866.
Detweiler, John S,; mustered in as captain comjiany E,
October 17, 1861; promoted to major, March 19, 1863 ; resigned, Ajiril 21, 1863 ; mustered out and honorably discharged. Dead.
Dunlap, Joseph ; October 26, 1861, as private company
G; promoted to sergeant; to first sergeant; to second
lieutenant, June 16, 1866 ; mustered out and honorably
discharged, July 18, 1866. Address, Lykens, Daupliin
county, Pennsylvania.
Earnest, William D.; mustered in as quartermaster,
November 23, 1861; resigned, November 10, 1862; mustered out and honorably discharged. Address, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.
Eckles, William H.; October 17,1861, as first Ueutenant
company E; promoted to captain. May 22, 1863; honorably discharged, November 26, 1864; expiration of term.
Ewing, James; October 19, 1861, as private company I;
promoted to sergeant; to first sergeant; to first Ueutenant
company I, May 22,1863; to captain by brevet; mustered
out and honorably discharged, July 18, 1865, Address,
Walnut Bottom, Cumberland county, Pennsylvania.
Edwards, Douglass: November 21.1861, as first Ueuten-
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ant company K; resigned and honorably discharged, January 13, 1862.
Foose, Thomas J.; mustered in as sergeant company H,
October 3, 1861; promoted to commissary of subsistence.
May 22, 1863; mustered out with regiment, July 18,1866,
and honorably discharged,
Farrell, George J. K,; November 22, 1861, as second
lieutenant company A; promoted to first lieutenant; to
captain company A, February 6, 1863; honorably discharged, November 1, 1863.
Fisher George; October 11, 1861, as first lieutenant
company C; resigned. May 22, 1862, and honorably discharged.
Ferguson, Joseph H., October 26,1861, as private company G; promoted to sergeant; to second lieutenant company E, May 22, 1862; resigned and honorably discharged,
July 26, 1864.
Griffiths, Thomas D.; October 7, 1861, as private company B; promoted to second lieutenant company A, May
22, 1863; resigned. May 29, 1864, and honorably discharged.
Gratz, Lewis A.; October 7, 1861, as first lieutenant
company B; promoted major Sixth Kentucky cavalry,
August 10, 1862. Address, Knoxville, Tennessee.
Guyer, William; October 9, 1861, as private company
H; promoted to sergeant; to second lieutenant company
K, May 26, 1863; to first lieutenant company K, July 1,
1864; to captain company K, June 16, 1865; mustered out
and honorably discharged, July 18, 1866. Address, Altoona, Pennsylvania.
Hoke, Lewis A.; October 26, 1861, as sergeant company
G; promoted to first lieutenant company F, May 21, 1863;
to captain company E, May 30, 1865; mustered out and
honorably discharged, July 18, 1866.
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Heistand, Benjamin G.; October 19, 1861, as second
lieutenant company F; promoted to first lieutenant, April
20, 1862; to captain company G, May 22, 1863; resigned
and honorably discharged, February 2, 1805.
Hunter, John T.; October 17, 1861, as private comjiany
E; promoted to second lieutenant company G, August 4,
18(52; resigned and honorably discharged, March 21,1863.
Address, Phoenixville, Pennsylvania,
Hand, George D.; November 14, 1861, as captain company L; resigned and honorably discharged, April 30,
1862.
Hendricks, Eugene S.; mustered in as private company
A, December 9, 1861; first lieutenant company A, February 6, 1863; promoted to quartermaster. May 22, 1863;
mustered out with regiment, July 18, 1866, and honorably
discharged. Address, Tunkhannock, Pennsylvania.
Hancock, Elisha A.; October 29, 1861, as first lieutenant company H; promoted to captain company B, May
23, 1863; to major, January 11, 1866; wounded at Averysboro', North Carolina, March 16, 1866; mustered out and
honorably discharged, July 18,1866. Address, 136 South
Second street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,
Harris, WUliam H.; October 22, 1861, as captain company C; resigned, August 7, 1862, and honorably discharged.
Horton, Nathan W ; October 28, 1861, as private company C; promoted to second Ueutenant company C, May
22, 1863; to first lieutenant, June 23, 1863; to captain.
May 20, 1865; captured at Raleigh, North Carolina, April
12, 1865; mustered out and honorably discharged, July
18, 1865. Address, 240 Broadway, New York.
Irvin, A\''illiam ; October 24, 1861, as private company
M ; promoted to sergeant; to first sergeant; to second
Ueutenant, May 3, 1865 ; to first Ueutenant, June 16,1865 ;
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mustered out and honorably discharged, July 18, 1865.
Address, Altoona, Pennsylvania.
James, Thomas C ; mustered in as lieutenant colonel,
November 10,1861; promoted to colonel, October 14,1862.
Died at Philadelphia, January 13, 1863.
Jordon, Thomas J.; mustered in as major, October 22,
1861 ; promoted to colonel, January 13, 1863 ; to brevet
brigadier general, February 25, 1865; commanded First
brigade. First division cavalry, Sherman's army, during
the march to the sea and through the Carolinas. Prisoner
from July 9, to December 9, 1862; mustered out with regiment, July 18, 1866 ; honorably discharged. Address,
3909 Pine street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
Jones, Griffith ; mustered in as captain company A, October 3, 1861; promoted to major, January 13, 1863 ; resigned, December 2, 1863, and honorably discharged.
Address, Pottstown, Pennsylvania.
Junkin, John M.; mustered in as assistant surgeon,
November 4, 1861; promoted to surgeon Fifty-sixth regiment Pennsylvania volunteers, October 1, 1862.
Jordan, Thomas W.; May 22, 1863, as second lieutenant company H ; promoted to first lieutenant May 30,
1864; to captain, June 16, 1866 ; wounded at ReadyvUle,
Tennessee, September 6, 1864 ; mustered out and honorably discharged, July 18,1866,
Kimmel, David H.; mustered in as captain company H,
October 29, 1861; promoted to major. May 22, 1863 ; to
Ueutenant colonel, December 17,1864 ; mustered out with
regiment, July 18, 1866, and honorably discharged. Address, Mechanicsburg, Cumberland county, Pennsylvania.
Keiser, WUUam ; October 7, 1861, as private, promoted
to sergeant company B ; to second lieutenant company
G, August 23, 1864; to first Ueutenant, June 16, 1866;
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mustered out and honorably discharged July 18, 1865.
Address, AViconisco, Daujihin county, Pennsylvania.
Kauffman, Isaac B.; October 29, 1861; as second lieutenant comjiany H ; died of wounds received in action at
Moore's HiU, Kentucky, .June (5, 18(52.
Kuhn, (teorge AV ; October 24, 1861, as private company M ; pronuited to sergeant; to first sergeant; to
second lieutenant, J u n e 16. 1865 : mustered out and honorably discharged, J u l y 18, 1866. Address, Altoona, Pa,
Leaniy, George AV ; October 17, 1861, as private company E ; promoted to second lieutenant company B, May
30, 1864; honorably discharged and mustered out, June
2, 1866. Address, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
Lloyd, Isaac ; J a n u a r y 10, 1862, as private company I ;
promoted to sergeant major; to second lieutenant company L, April 3, 1862 ; to first lieutenant company E,
May 22, 1863 ; honorably discharged on surgeon's certificate of disability. May 28, 1864,
Lentz, Marshall H ; J u n e 7, 1862, as second lieutenant
company H ; resigned and honorably discharged, January
17, 1863. Address, Sandy Hill, Perry county, Pennsylvania.
Landis, Isaac B . ; October 29, 1861, as private company
H ; promoted to sergeant; to sergeant major ; to second
lieutenant company H, J u l y 7, 1864 ; to adjutant, J u n e
4, 1865 ; mustered out and honorably discharged, J u l y 18,
1866. Address, Coatesville, Pennsylvania.
Longsdorf, AA"m. H.; October 26, 1861; as first lieutenant company I ; promoted to captain company I, J u n e 6,
1862 ; to major, August 23, 1864 ; honorably discharged,
January 10, 1866. Address, Carlisle, Pennsylvania.
Miller, J. Fi-ank ; mustered in as second lieutenant,
company B, October 7, 1861 ; promoted to first lieutenant company C, August 4, 1862 ; to captain comjiany K,
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May 22, 1863 ; promoted to major, J u n e 23, 1865 ; to brevet
lieutenant colonel; mustered out and honorably discharged with regiment, J u l y 18, 1866. Address, Berrysburg, Dauphin county, Pennsylvania.
Moore, James; mustered in as assistant surgeon, September 8, 1864; wounded at Raleigh, North Carolina,
April 22, 1865; honorably discharged by special order.
May 27, 1865 ; dead.
McKinney, Edmund; mustered in as chaplain, November 22, 1861; resigned, J u l y 26, 1864, and honorably discharged.
Michner, Eleazer; October 3, 1861, as private company
A ; promoted to second lieutenant. May 20, 1866 ; to first
lieutenant, J u n e 18, 1865 ; mustered out and honorably
discharged, J u l y 18, 1866.
McKnight, O. B . ; October 19, 1861, as private company
F ; promoted to second lieutenant company B, August 7,
1862; to first lieutenant company M, May 22, 1863 ; to
captain company I, August 23, 1864; mustered out and
honorably discharged, J u l y 18, 1866. Address, Plains,
Luzerne county, Pennsylvania.
Mountz, Theoph. J.; October 29, 1861, as private company H ; promoted to first sergeant; to quartermaster
sergeant, J u n e 7, 1862 ; to second lieutenant company E,
August 8, 1862; to first lieutenant company K, May 22,
1863 ; kUled in battle at Dandridge, Tennessee. December
24, 1863.
McCoUough, H. W ; November 9, 1861, as captain
company I ; killed in battle at Moore's Hill, Kentucky,
J u n e 6, 1862.
Myers, Henry K.; October 3, 1861, as private company
A ; promoted to sergeant; to first lieutenant company L,
May 26, 1863 ; to captain, 1865 ; captured at Solomon's
Grove, North Carolina, March 10, 1865; mustered out
35
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and honorably discharged, .July IS. 18(55. Addres.s, Lykens, Pennsylvania.
McCahan, Thomas S.; August 81, 18(51, as first lieutenant comjiany M : jiromoted to cajitain company M, May
22, 1863; honorably dischaiged for wounds received in
action, August 8, 18(54. Address, Binningham, Huntingdon count v, Pennsvlvania.
Nicholas, Thomas A.; mustered in as private: promoted
to Iirst lieutenant company K, November 21, 1861 ; to
adjutant, May 22, 1863 ; honorably discharged by sjiecial
order, .June 3, 18(55. Address. St. Clair, Schuylkill
county, Pennsylvania.
Nissley, David H.; October 2(5, 1861, as first lieutenant
company G ; drowned at Bowling Green, Kentucky, July
6, 1862.
O'Ctiady, John ; October 23, 1861, as second lieutenant
company K ; promoted to first lieutenant company B,
May 28, 1863 ; resigned, September 1, 1863, and honorably discharged.
O'Reilly. Michael; October 15, 1861, as first lieutenant
company D ; promoted to captain, August 8, 18(52 : mustered out and honorably discharged, J u l y 18, 1866.
Oliver, Theodore; May 27, 18(58, as second lieutenant
comjiany F : jiromoted to first lieutenant, Ajiril 8, 1866;
honorably discharged, May 22, 1805. Address, Easton,
Pennsylvania.
Porter, John M.: mustered in as adjutant, Noveniber
22, 1861 ; promoted to cajitain company C, January 28,
1863; to major, December 17, 18(54; resigned. May 80,
1805, and honorably dischaiged. Address. Alexander,
Huntingdon county, Pennsylvania.
Potter. AA'ilUam M.; mustered, October .3, 1S(5i, ;is .sergeant comjiany .V : Jiromoted to first lieutenant. May 21,
1863 ; to cajitain company A. June 18, ]S(55 : wounded at
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Readyville, Tennessee, September 6, 1864; mustered out
and honorably discharged, July 18, 1865. Address,
Washington, D. C.
Praetorius, Lewis ; October 6, 1861, as second lieutenant company D ; resigned, October 31, 1862; mustered
out and honorably discharged.
Phillips, Joseph; November 21, 1861, as captain company K ; resigned and honorably discharged, December
10, 1861.
Patterson, George W.; August 24, 1861, as captain
company M ; honorably discharged on surgeon's certificate of disability, December 31, 1861.
Russell, Roswell M.; mustered in as major, November
21, 1861; promoted to lieutenant colonel, March 19,1863 ;
resigned, November 1, 1863, and honorably discharged.
Address, Hanover, York county, Pennsylvania.
Robbins, Oscar M.; mustered in as surgeon, November
4, 1861; resigned, August 1, 1864, and honorably discharged. Address, Shamokin, Pennsylvania.
Rice, WilUam ; mustered in as assistant surgeon, April
9, 1866 ; mustered out with regiment, July 18, 1865, and
honorably discharged.
Reemsnyder, H.; October 19, 1861, as first lieutenant
company F ; promoted to captain company K, April 20,
1862; resigned and honorably discharged, October 14,
1862.
Savage, Edward G.; mustered in as captain company
B, October 7, 1861; promoted to major, March 19, 1863 ;
to Ueutenant colonel. May 30, 1864; resigned, September
26, 1864, and honorably discharged. Address, Raton,
New Mexico.
Sutton, Rhodes S.; mustered in as assistant surgeon,
March 17, 1863 ; resigned, January 5, 1864, and honorably discharged.

648

Minty and ihe Cavalry.

Sherman, Charles AN' ; mustered in as jirivate company
E, December 9, 18(51 ; promoted to veterinary surgeon,
J a n u a r y 28, 1865 ; mustered out with regiment, J u l y 18,
18(55, and honorably discharged. Address, Fairdale, Sus
quehanna county, Pennsylvania.
Shuman, George A.; October 11, 1861, as private comjiany C ; jironuited to second lieutenant, February (5,
18(58 ; to fii"st lieutenant company H, May 22, 1863; to
cajitain comjiany H, August 30, 1804 ; to major, J u n e 16,
18(55; mustered out and honorably discharged, J u l y 18,
18(55. Address, Landisburg, Pennsylvania.
Sijie, George AA^' ; October 11, 1861, as jirivate comjiany
(J; Jiromoted to second lieutenant comjiany (', May 20,
18(55 ; mustered out and honorably discharged, J u l y 18,
1S(55.

Smith, George ; October 15, 1861, as second lieutenant
comjiany D ; promoted to first lieutenant, September 8,
1862; to captain comjiany L, September 1, 1863; mustered out and honorably discharged, J u l y 18, 1865.
• Smith, Frederick ; October 15,1861, as private company
D ; promoted to first sergeant; to second lieutenant. May
19, 1865 ; mustered out and honorabl}' discharged, J u l y
18, 1865. Address, Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania.
Sullivan, Aaron ; October 17,1861, as second lieutenant
company E ; killed in battle at Tomjikinsville, Kentucky,
J u l y 9, 1862.
Shammo, John H.; October 29, 1861, as private company E ; promoted to sergeant; to first sergeant; to second lieutenant. May 20, 1865; mustered out and honorably discharged, J u l y 18, 1865.
Schaners, Samuel AV.; October 19, 1861, as private company F ; promoted to first sergeant; to second lieutenant
company F, April 8, 1S(J5 ; to first lieutenant. J u n e 16,
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1865; mustered out and honorably discharged, July 18,
1866.
Shriver, WiUiam M.; November 9, 1861, as second Ueutenant company I ; promoted to first Ueutenant, J u n e 6,
1862 ; to captain company H, May 22,1863; resigned and
honorably discharged, November 26, 1863. Address,
Dickinson, Cumberland county, Pennsylvania.
Shaffer, Urias ; October 29, 1861, as private company
H ; promoted to sergeant; to first sergeant; to second
Ueutenant, J u n e 4, 1865; to first lieutenant, J u n e 16,
1866 ; mustered out and honorably discharged, J u l y 18,
1866.
Shoemaker, William M.; August 24, 1861, as second
lieutenant company L ; promoted to first lieutenant, April
3, 1862; resigned and honorably discharged, April 7,
1863.
Shelp, Doctor A,; November 14, 1861, as private company L ; promoted to sergeant; to second lieutenant company M, May 22, 1863; to first Ueutenant, August 23,
1864; to captain company M, May 23, 1865; mustered
out and honorably discharged, J u l y 18, 1865. Address,
Moscow, Luzerne county, Pennsylvania.
Thomas, Joseph D . ; October 23, 1861, as private company M ; promoted to second lieutenant company K,
August 26, 1864; honorably discharged. May 22, 1865.
Temple, Isaac T.; October 9, 1861, as second lieutenant
company M ; honorably discharged. May 25, 1863.
Williams, Edward C.; mustered in as colonel, November 21, 1861; resigned, October 9,1862, and honorably discharged. Address, McKee's Half Falls, Snyder county,
Pennsylvania.
Walker, S. C.; mustered in as assistant surgeon, August 4,1862 ;^ promoted to surgeon, August 22,1864; mustered out with regiment, J u l y 18, 1866, and honorably dis-
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charged. Address, Stanton, Mercer county, Bakot4i
Territory
AVebster, Charles; October 3, 1801, as firet lieutenant
company A ; resigned, N ovember 18, 1801; mustered out
and honorably discharged. Address.
Walthers, Christojiher; October 15, 1861, as first lieutenant comjiany 1) ; promoted to second lieutenant comjiany L, May 23, 1863 ; to first lieutenant comjiany D,
May 30, 1864 ; nuistered out and honorably discharged,
J u l y 18, 1865. Address, AVilkes-Barre, Pennsylvanhi,
AA'^ise, J o h n ; October 19, 1861, as captain company F ;
resigned and honorably discsharged, April 11, 1862.
AValtman, Henry B.; November 9, 1861, as second lieutenant comjiany G ; promoted to first lieutenant, August
7, 1862; to captain company F, August 23, 1864; mustered out and honorably discharged, J u l y 18, 1865. Address, York, Pennsylvania.
AVinters, George AA" ; October 19, 1861, as second lieutenant company F ; promoted to first Ueutenant, February 1, 1862 ; resigned and ivo»"orably discharged. May 24,
1863.
Wheeler, William; October 2.3, 1861, as private company K ; promoted to sergeant; to first sergeant; to first
lieutenant, J u n e 16, 1865 ; mustered out and honorably
discharged, .July 18, 1865.
Waters, Gilbert, October 1, 1861, as first lieutenant
company L ; promoted to captain company L, April 30,
1862 ; killed in battle at Shelbyville, Tennessee, J u n e 27,
1863.
W y e t h , John AA".; October 17, 1861, as private company E ; promoted to regimental commissary sergeant;
to second lieutenant company L, J u n e 30, 1864 ; mustered
out and honorably discharged, J u l y 18, 1866.

