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SERMON L.
OF OBEDIENCE TO OUR SPIRITUAL GUIDES AND
GOVERNORS.

HEB. X I I I . 17

Obey them that have the rule over you.

O

B E D I E N C E unto spiritual guides and gover- SEEM.
nors is a duty of great importance ; the which
—
to declare and press is very seasonable for these
times, wherein so little regard is had thereto : I
have therefore pitched on this text, being an apostolical precept briefly and clearly enjoining that
duty; and in it we shall consider and explain these
two particulars : I. The persons to whom obedience
is to be paid. I I . What that obedience doth import, or wherein it consisteth : and together with
exphcation of the duty, we shall apply it, and urge
its practice.
I . A s to the persons, unto whom obedience is
to be performed, they are, generally speaking, all
spiritual guides, or governors of the church, (those
who speak to us the word of God, and who watch Heb. xiii.
for our souls, as they are described in the context,) ^' ^'^'
expressed here by a term very significant and
apposite, as implying fully the nature of their
charge, the qualification of their persons, their
rank, and privileges in the Church, together, conB. S. VOL. IV

1

2

Of Obedience to our spiritual

SEEM, sequently, with the grounds of obligation to the correspondent duties toward them. There are in Holy
Scripture divers names and phrases appropriate
to them, each of them denoting some eminent part
of their office, or some appurtenance thereto; but
this seemeth of all most comprehensive ; so that
unto it all the rest are well reducible : the term is
riyov^Kevoi, that is. Leaders, or Guides, or Captains;
which properly may denote the subsequent particulars in way of duty, or privilege, appertaining to
them.
1 I t may denote eminence of dignity, or superiority to others : that they are, as it is said of
Actsxv.22. Judas and Silas in the Acts, "Av^pes ^yovfxevoi ev
ToTs aSeXcpols, Principal men among the brethren:
for to lead implieth precedence, which is a note
of superiority and pre-eminence. Hence are they
I Tim. V. styled TrpoecTTWTes, Presidents or Prelates; o'l Trpwrot,
Ec'm. xii. thejirst or prime men ; ol neii^ov^ the greater, majors,
iThess. V. or grandees among us : He, saith our Lord, that
Matt. XX. '^*^^ ^6 thejirst among you, let him he your servant ;
Lukexxii. ^^^} -^^ ^^'^^ ^-^ greater among you, let him be as
'^^'
the younger; and he that is chief, as he that doth
serve; where o (xeii[wv and 6 ifyov/mevo^ (the greater
and the leader) are terms equivalent, or interpretative the one of the other ; and our Lord in those
places, as he prescribeth humility of mind and dePhu. ii. 29. meanour, so he implieth difference of rank among
'13. ^'^' ""• liis disciples : whence to render especial respect
I Tim. V. ajj(j honour to them, as to our betters, is a duty
often enjoined.
2 I t doth imply power and authority: their
superiority is not barely grounded on personal worth
or fortune ; it serveth not merely for order and

Guides and Governors.
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pomp ; but it standeth upon the nature of their SEEM.
office, and tendeth to use : they are by God's appointment enabled to exercise acts of power ; to
command, to judge, to check, control, and chastise
in a spiritual way, in order to spiritual ends, (the
regulation of God's worship and service, the preservation of order and peace, the promoting of
edification in divine knowledge and holiness of
life;) so are they nyovixevoi, as that word in common
use (as the word i^yefxwv, of kin to it) doth signify.
Captains and Princes, importing authority to command and rule; (whence the Hebrew word J^''^'^, a
Prince, is usually rendered by i t ; and 6 ^yomevog Ma^t*- "• ^•
is the title attributed to our Lord, to express his
kingly function, being the same with ap^riyos, the Acts v. 31.
Prince or Captain-^ hence are they otherwise styled
Kv(iepvri(T€i^ [Governors), eTriaKoiroi (Overseers or Su- ^^°^- '^"•
perintendents, as St Hierome rendereth it), Pastors, ^^^^^-^f(a word often signifying rule, and attributed to PS. ixxviii.
"71
V. I ,
civil governors,) TrpeafBvTepoi [Elders or Senators; the i Pet.
word denoteth not merely age, but office and au- 2'sam.v.i:
thority), o\ eirifieXovpTes, such as take care for, the ^"rj,j^ .^
Curators or Supervisors of the Church : hence also sthey are signally and specially in relation unto God 24.
styled ^oDXot (the Servants), SiaKovoi [the Ministers), 16.
vTrripe-rai (th.eOfice7's), Xeirovpyoi (thepublic Agents), I. °^-^'^-^'
o'tKovo/uoi (the Stewards), crwepyol (the Coadjutors or ^^'j^/g
Assistants), 7rpeo-/3eis [the Legates),ayyeXoi[the Angels ^Cor. vi.4or Messengers), of God; which titles imply, that Gai. iv. 14.
God by them, as his substitutes and instruments,
doth administer the afiairs of his spiritual kingdom:
that as by secular magistrates (his vicegerents and
officers) he manageth his universal temporal kingdom, or governeth all men in order to their worldly
1—2

4
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SE^M. peace and prosperity; so by these spiritual magistrates he ruleth his Church toward its spiritual
welfare and felicity.
3 The word also doth imply direction or instruction ; that is, guidance of people in the way of
truth and duty, reclaiming them from error and
sin: this, as it is a means hugely conducing to the
design of their office, so it is a principal member
Eph.iv.ii. thereof: whenceSiSdcTKaXoi, Doctors, or masters in doc28.

trine, is a common n a m e of t h e m ; and to be ^ISUKTIKOI,

iTS!m.2. Able and apt to teach,

['IKUVOI

^i^d^ai, and Trpodvuoi,) is

2 Tim. ii. g^ chief qualification of their persons ; and to attend
"• 2; . on teaching, to be instant in preaching, to labour in
13,16; the word and 4octrine, are their most commendable
I Tim. iv. performances : hence also they are called Shepherds,
Col. i. 28. because they feed the souls of God's people with
the food of wholesome instruction ; Watchmen, because they observe men's ways, and warn them when
they decUne from right, or run into danger ; the
Messengers of God, because they declare God's
mind and will unto them for the regulation of their
practice.
1 Pet. V. 3.
4 The word further may denote exemplary
12.
' practice ; for to lead implieth so to go before, that
Tit.ii?'?.'^ lie who is conducted may follow; as a captain
2T^es8.ui. marcheth before his troop ; as a shepherd walketh
fThes?"i^" ^^^^^^ ^i^ flock; as a guide goeth before the traveller
f Cor xi I ^^^^ ^® directeth ; hence they are said to be, and
iv. 16. ' ' enjoined to behave themselves as patterns of the
flock; and the people are charged to imitate and
follow them.
Such in general doth the word here used imply
the persons to be, unto whom obedience is prescribed : but there is further some distinction to be
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made among them; there are degrees and subordi- SEEM.
nations in these guidances; some are in regard to ^different persons both empowered to guide, an,d
obliged to follow, or obey.
The church is acies ordinata, a well marshaUed
army; wherein, under the Captain-general of our i jP^t. v. 4.
faith and salvation, (the Head of the body, the Coi. i. 18.'
sovereign Prince and Priest, the Arch-pastor, the
(^iei Apostle of our profession, and Bishop of our
souls,) there are divers captains serving in fit
degrees of subordination; bishops commanding
larger regiments, presbyters ordering less numerous
companies; all which, by the bands of common
faith, of mutual charity, of holy communion and
peace, being combined together, do in their respective stations govern and guide, are governed
and guided: the bishops, each in his precincts,
guiding more immediately the priests subject to
them; the priests, each guiding the people committed to his charge: all bishops and priests being
guided by synods established, or congregated, upon
emergent occasion; many of them ordinarily by
those principal bishops, who are regularly settled in
a presidency over them; according to the distinctions constituted by God and his Apostles, or
introduced by human prudence, as the preservation of order and peace (in various times and
circumstances of things) hath seemed to require: to
which subordination the two great Apostles may
seem to have regard, when they bid us viroTcia-aeaOat j pet. v. 5.
dXXijXoi^, to be subject to one another^; their injunction p^!|; ^ ";
'^ 'YiT0Taa'(Te(7da> (Kacrros rm Tr\r](rtov avTov, KaOass Koi eTcOrj €V rm

Xapla-iiaTi avTov.—Clem, ad Cor. Ep. i. cap. xxxviii. [Cotel. Pat.
Apost. Tom. I. p. 167.]

6
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at least may, according to their general intent,
^— (which aimeth at the preservation of order and
peace,) be well extended so far.
Of this distinction there was never in ancient
times made any question'', nor did it seem disputable in the Church, except to one malecontent,
(Aerius,) who did indeed get a name in story, but
never made much noise, or obtained any vogue in
the world; very few followers he found in his
heterodoxy; no great body even of heretics could
find cause to dissent from the Church in this point;
but all Arians, Macedonians, Novatians, Donatists,
&c. maintained the distinction of ecclesiastical orders
among themselves, and acknowledged the duty of
the inferior clergy to their bishops: and no wonder,
seeing it standeth upon so very firm and clear
grounds; upon the reason of the case, upon the
testimony of Holy Scripture, upon general tradition
and unquestionable monuments of antiquity, upon
the common judgment and practice of the greatest
saints, persons most renowned for wisdom and
piety in the Church.
Reason plainly doth require such subordinations;
for that without them it is scarce possible to
preserve any durable concord or charity in Christian societies, to establish any decent harmony in
the worship and service of God, to check odious
scandals, to prevent or repress baneful factions, to
guard our Rehgion from being overspread with
pernicious heresies, to keep the Church from being
shattered into numberless sects, and thence from
being crumbled into nothing; in fine, for any good
time to uphold the profession and practice of

SERM.

^ Cypr. Ep. X. xii. xxvii. LXT.
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Christianity itself: for how, if there be not settled
corporations of Christian people, having bulk and
strength sufficient by joint endeavour to maintain the truth, honour, and interest of their Religion;
if the Church should only consist of independent
and incoherent particles, (like dust or sand,) easily
scattered by any wind of opposition from without,
or by any commotion within; if Christendom
should be merely a Babel of confused opinions and
practices; how, I say then could Christianity subsist ? how could the simple, among so discordant
apprehensions, be able to discern the truth of
it ? how would the wise be tempted to dislike
it, being so mangled and disfigured ? what an
object of contempt and scorn would it be to the
profaner world in such a case! I t needeth therefore
considerable societies to uphold it; but no society
(especially of any large extent) can abide in
order and peace, under the management of equal
and co-ordinate powers, without a single undivided
authority, enabled to moderate affairs and reduce
them to a point, to arbitrate emergent cases of
difference, to put good orders in execution, to curb
the adversaries of order and peace: these things
cannot be well performed where there is a parity
of many concurrents, apt to dissent, and able to
check each other"; no democracy can be supported
without borrovsdng somewhat from monarchy; no
body can live without a head; an army cannot be
" Ecclesise salus in summi Sacerdotis diguitate pendet; cui si
non exors qusedam, et ab omnibus eminens detur potestas, tot in
ecclesiis efiicientur schismata, quot sacerdotes.—Hier. adv. Lucif.
[0pp. Tom. IV. p. ii. col. 295.]
Nee presbyterorum ccetus rite constitutus dici potest, in quo
nullus sitrjyovfiivos.—Bez. de Min. Evang, Grad. cap. xxii.

SEEM.

'-
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SEEM, without a general, a senate without a president, a
'. corporation without a supreme magistrate*^: this all
experience attesteth; this even the chief impugners
of episcopal presidency do by their practice confess;
who for prevention of disorder have been fain of
their own heads to devise ecclesiastical subordinations of classes, provinces, and nations; and to
appoint moderators (or temporary bishops) in their
assemblies; so that reason hath forced the dissenters from the Church to imitate it.
If there be not inspectors over the doctrine and
manners of the common clergy, there will be many
who will say and do any thing; they will in
teaching please their own humour, or soothe the
people, or serve their own interests; they will
indulge themselves in a licentious manner of life;
they will clash in their doctrines, and scatter the
people, and draw them into factions.
I t is also very necessary for preserving the
unity and communion of the parts of the Catholic
Church; seeing single persons are much fitter to
maintain correspondence, than headless bodies.
The very credit of Religion doth require, that
there should be persons raised above the common
level, and endued with eminent authority, to whose
care the promoting it should be committed; for
such as the persons are, who manage any profession,
such will be the respect yielded thereto: if the
ministers of Rehgion be men of honour and authority, Religion itself will be venerable; if those be
mean, that will become contemptible.
^ Essentiale fuit, quod ex Dei ordinatione perpetua necesse
fuit, est, et erit, ut presbyterio quispiam et loco et dignitate
primus actioni gubernandse prajsit cum eo, quod ipsi divinitus
attributum est jure.—Bez. do Min. Evang. Grad. cap. xxm p I53
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The Holy Scripture also doth plainly enough SEEM.
countenance this distinction; for therein we have
'
represented one angel presiding over principal ^^^- ^- ^'
churches, which contained several presbyters;
therein we find episcopal ordination and jurisdiction
exercised; we have one bishop constituting presbyters in divers cities of his diocese; ordering all^it. i. sthings therein concerning ecclesiastical discipline; i, 17. i9>
.

1

.

1

,

I T -

\

-

•

_

20, 22, &C.

j u d g n g p r e s b y t e r s , r e b u k i n g , juera Traarjs eTnrayr]^, Tit. ii. 15.

with all authority, (or imperiousness, as it were;)
and reconciling offenders, secluding heretics and
scandalous persons.
I n the Jewish Church there were an high-priest,
chief-priest, a sanhedrim, or senate, or synod.
The government of congregations among God's
ancient people (which it is probable was the
pattern that the Apostles, no affecters of needless
innovation, did follow in establishing ecclesiastical
discipline among Christians) doth hereto agree;
for in their synagogues, answering to our Christian
churches, they had, as their elders and doctors, so
over them an dpxKJvvdywyo^^, the head of the eldership, and president of the synagogue.
The primitive general use of Christians most
effectually doth back the Scripture, and interpret
it in favour of this distinction; scarce less than
demonstrating it constituted by the Apostles; for
how otherwise is it imaginable, that all the
churches founded by the Apostles, in several most
distant and disjoined places, (at Jerusalem, at
Antioch, at Alexandria, at Ephesus, at Corinth, at
Rome,) should presently conspire in acknowledgment and use of it? how could it without apparent
" bnpn mi

10
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SEEM, confederacy be formed, how could it creep in without
_J^
notable clatter, how could it be admitted without
considerable opposition, if it were not in the foundation of those churches laid by the Apostles? How
is ,it likely, that in those times of grievous persecution, falling chiefly upon the bishops, (when to be
eminent among Christians yielded slender reward,
and exposed to extreme hazard; when to seek preeminence was in effect to court danger and trouble,
torture and ruin,) an ambition of irregularly advancing themselves above their brethren should
so generally prevail among the ablest and best
Christians? How could those famous martyrs for
the Christian truth be some of them so unconscionable as to affect, others so irresolute as to yield to
such injurious encroachments? and how could aU
the holy Fathers (persons of so renowned, so
approved wisdom and integrity) be so blind as not
to discern such a corruption, or so bad as to abet
it ? How indeed could all God's Church be so weak
as to consent in judgment, so base as to comply in
practice with it ? I n fine, how can we conceive, that
all the best monuments of antiquity down from the
beginning (the acts, the epistles, the histories, the
commentaries, the writings of all sorts coming from
the blessed martyrs, and most holy confessors of
our faith) should conspire to abuse us; the which
do speak nothing but bishops; long catalogues and
rows of bishops succeeding in this and that city;
bishops contesting for the faith against pagan idolaters, and heretical corrupters of Christian doctrine:
bishops here teaching and planting our Religion
by their labours, there suffering and watering it
with their blood ?
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I could not but touch this point: but I cannot SEEM.
insist thereon; the full discussion of it, and
'-—
vindication of the truth from the cavils advanced
against the truth by modern dissenters from the
Church, having employed voluminous treatises: I
shall only further add, that if any man be so dully
or so affectedly ignorant as not to see the reason
of the case, and the dangerous consequences of
rejecting this ancient form of discipline; if any be '^^'^^- ^'•
so overweeningly presumptuous, as to question the
faith of all history, or to disavow those monuments
and that tradition, upon the testimony whereof
even the truth and certainty of our Religion, and all
its sacred oracles do rely; if any be so perversely
contentious, as to oppose the custom and current
practice of the churches through all ages down to
the last age; so self-conceitedly arrogant, as to
condemn or slight the judgment and practice of all
the Fathers, (together also with the opinion of the
later most grave divines, who have judged episcopal presidency needful or expedient, where practicable;) so peevishly refractory as to thwart the
settled order of that Church in which he was baptized, together with the law of the country in which
he was born; upon such a person we may look as
one utterly invincible and intractable: so weak a
judgment, and so strong a will, who can hope by
reason to convert ? I shall say no more to that
point.
The nyovnevoi then (the guides and governors) in
our text are primarily the bishops, as the superior
and chief guides, each in his place according to
order peaceably established; then, secondarily, the
presbyters, in their station as guides inferior,
together with the deacons as their assistants: such

12
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SEEM, the Church always hath had, and such, by God's
'. blessing, our Church now hath, toward whom the
duty of obedience is to be performed.
To the consideration of that I should now proceed : but, first, it seemeth expedient to remove a
main obstruction to that performance; which is
this: a misprision, or doubt concerning the persons
of our guides and governors; for in vain it would
be to teach or persuade us to obey them, if we do
not know who they are, or will not acknowledge them: for as in Religion, it is Primus
Deorum cultus Deos credere, The first worship of
God to believe God, as Seneca saith ^; so it is the
first part of our obedience to our governors to avow
them; it is at least absolutely prerequisite thereto.
I t was of old a precept of St Paul to the ThesI Thess. V. salonians; We beseech you, brethren, to know those
12.

who labour among you, and preside over you: and
1 Cor. xvi. another to the Corinthians; Submit yourselves, saith
he, to such, and to every one that helpeth with us,
and laboureth: then he subjoineth, einyivcocTKeTe roi)?
ToiovTovs, acknowledge such. There were, it seemeth,
those in the apostolical times who would not know
or acknowledge their guides; there were even those
3 John lo. who would uot admit the Apostles themselves, as
2Tim. iv. St John saith of Diotrephes, who resisted their
words, as St Paul saith of Alexander, to whom the
Apostles were not Apostles, as St Paul intimateth
2 c°or^i^' co^c®™i^g ^o"^®' in regard to himself; there were
^'i°^ .T' *^®^ pseud-apostles, who excluded the true Apostles,
PhiL m. 2. intruding themselves into that high office: no
wonder then, it may be, that now, in these dregs
of time, there should be many who disavow and
desert their true guides, transferring the observance
' Sen. Ep. xcv. [49.]
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due to them upon bold pretenders; who are not SEEM.
indeed guides, but seducers; not governors, but
usurpers, and sacrilegious invaders of this holy
office: the duty we speak of cannot be secured
without preventing or correcting this grand mistake;
and this we hope to compass by representing a
double character, or description, one of the true
guides, another of the counterfeits ; by comparing
which we may easily distinguish them, and consequently be induced dutifully to avow and follow the
one sort, wisely to disclaim and decline the other.
Those, I say, then, who constantly do profess
and teach that sound and wholesome doctrine,
which was dehvered by our Lord and his Apostles
in word and writing, was received by their disciples
in the primitive churches, was transmitted and confirmed by general tradition, was sealed by the
blood of the blessed martyrs, and propagated by
the labours of the holy Fathers; the which also
manifestly recommendeth and promoteth true reverence and piety toward God, justice and charity
toward men, order and quiet in human societies,
purity and sobriety in each man's private conversation.
Those who celebrate the true worship of God,
and administer the holy mysteries of our Religion
in a serious, grave, decent manner, purely and
without any notorious corruption, either by hurtful
error, or superstitious foppery, or irreverent rudeness, to the advancement of God's honour, and
edification of the participants in virtue and pietyThose who derive their authority by a continued succession from the Apostles; who are called
unto, and constituted in their office in a regular

14
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and peaceable way, agreeable to the institution
'-— of God, and the constant practice of his Church ;
according to rules approved in the best and purest
ages : who are prepared to the exercise of their
function by the best education that ordinarily can
be provided, under sober disciphne, in the schools
of the prophets, who thence by competent endowments of mind, and useful furniture of good learning, acquired by painM study, become qualified to
guide and instruct the people: who, after previous
examination of their abilities, and probable testimonies concerning their manners, (with regard to
the qualifications of incorrupt doctrine, and sober
conversation prescribed by the Apostles,) are adjudged fit for the office; who also in a pious, grave,
solemn manner, with invocation of God's blessing,
I Tim. iii. by laying on the hands of the presbytery, are ad14,'°''^" mitted thereunto.
Those whose practice in guiding and governing
the people of God is not managed by arbitrary,
uncertain, fickle, private fancies or humours, but
regulated by standing laws; framed (according to
general directions extant in Holy Scripture) by
pious and wise persons, with mature advice, in
accommodation to the seasons and circumstances
of things for common edification, order, and peace.
Those who, by virtue of their good principles,
in their disposition and demeanour appear sober,
orderly, peaceable, yielding meek submission to
government, tendering the Church's peace, upholding the communion of the saints, abstaining from
all schismatical, turbulent, and factious practices.
Those also, who are acknowledged by the laws
of our country, an obligation to obey whom is part
SEEM,
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of that human constitution, unto which we are in SEEM.
^

T

all things (not evidently repugnant to God's law)
indispensably bound to submit; whom our sove-'•^^*'"'^"
reign, God's vicegerent and the nursing father of
his church among us, (unto whom in all things
high respect, in all lawful things entire obedience is due,) doth command and encourage us to

obey.
Those, I say, to whom this character plainly
doth agree, we may reasonably be assured, that
they are our true guides and governors, whom we
are obliged to follow and obey: for what better
assurance can we in reason desire ? what more
proper marks can be assigned to discern them by?
what methods of constituting such needful officers
can be settled more answerable to their design and
use ? how can it be evil or unsafe to follow guides
authorized by such warrants, conformed to such
patterns, endowed with such dispositions, acting
by such principles and rules ? can we mistake or
miscarry by complying with the great body of
God's Church through all ages, and particularly
with those great lights of the primitive Church,
who by the excellency of their knowledge, and
the integrity of their virtue, have so illustrated
our holy Religion ?
There are, on the other hand, sufficiently plain
characters, by which we may descry seducers, and
false pretenders to guide us.
Those who do eTepo^laaKoXelv, teach otherwise, i Tim. vi.
or discost from the good ancient wholesome doc- a'ai'. i'. 9.
trine, revealed in the Holy Scripture, attested by ^i. ™2o.*'
universal tradition, professed, taught, maintained ^ J'^- "^
to death by the primitive saints and martyrs; who Tit. iii. 9-

16

Of Obedience to our spiritual

affect novelties, uncouth notions, big words, and
^dark phrases; who dote on curious empty specu^8^'*- "• lations and idle questions, which engender strife,
and yield no good fruit.
Those s who ground their opinions and warrant
their proceedings, not by clear testimonies of divine
revelation, by the dictates of sound reason, by the
current authority of wise and good men, but by
the suggestions of their own fancy, by the impulses
of their passion and zeal, by pretences to special
inspiration, by imaginary necessities, and such hke
fallacious rules.
Those who, by counterfeit shows of mighty
zeal and extraordinary affection, by affected forms
of speech, by pleasing notions, by prophesying
isai. XXX. smooth things, daubing and glozing, by various
^°artifices of flattery and fraud, attract and abuse
weak and heedless people.
Those who, without any apparent commission
from God, or allowable call from men, or extraordinary necessity of the case, in no legal or regular
way, according to no custom received in God's
Church'', do intrude themselves into the office, or
are only assumed thereto by ignorant, unstable,
giddy, factious people, such as those of whom St
2Tim.iv.3. Paul saith, that, According to their own lusts they
heap up teachers to themselves, having itching ears.
Those who are not in reasonable ways fitly prepared, not duly approved, not competently authorSEEM,

^ Ordinationes eorum temerarise, leves, inconstantes.—Tert.
de Prajscrip. Hser. cap. XLI. [0pp. p . 217 c ]
*" Hi sunt qui se ultro apud temerarios convenas sine divina
dispositione prajficiunt, qui se prsepositos sine ulla ordinatlonis
lege constituunt, qui nemine episcopatum dante, episcopi sibi
nomen assumunt.—Cypr. de Un. Eccl. [Opp. p. 197.]
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ized, not orderly admitted to the office, according SEEM.
to the prescriptions of God's word, and the practice
^—
of his Church; not entering into the fold by the
door, but breaking through, or clambering over
the fences of sober discipline.
Those who in their mind, their principles, their
designs, and all their practice, appear void of that
charity, that meekness, that calmness, that gravity,
that sincerity, that stability, which qualify worthy
and true guides: who in the disposition of their
mind are froward, fierce, and stubborn; in their
principles loose and slippery; in their designs and
behaviour turbulent, disorderly, violent, deceitful:
who regard not order or peace, but wantonly raise
scandals, create dissensions, abet and foment disturbances in the Church: who under religious appearances indulge their passions, and serve their
interests, using a guise of devotion, and talk about
holy things as instruments to vent wrath, envy,
and spleen; to drive forward designs of ambition
and avarice: who will not submit to any certain
judgment or rule, will like nothing but what their
fancy suggests, will acknowledge no law but their
own will; who for no just cause, and upon any
slender pretence, withdraw themselves, and seduce
others from the Church in which they were brought
up, deserting its communion, impugning its laws,
defaming its governors, endeavouring to subvert
its establishment: who manage their discipline
(such as it is of their own framing) unadvisedly
and unsteadily, in no stable method, according to
no settled rule, but as present conceit, or humour,
or advantage prompteth; so that, not being fixed
in any certain judgment or practice, they soon
B. S. VOL. IV
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clash with themselves, and divide from one another,
incessantly roving from one sect to another; being
fp^;?^""9; carried about with divers and strange doctrines;
like children, tossed to and fro with every wind of
doctrine.
Those, the fruits of whose doctrine and mana2Tim.iii.5; gery amount at best only to empty form of godliness, void of real virtue; while in truth they fill
the minds of men with ill passions, ill surmises,
ill-will; they produce impious, unjust, and uncharitable dealing of all kinds, particularly discontentful murmurings, disobedience to magistrates,
schisms and factions in the Church, combustions
and seditions in the State.
I n fine, those who in their temper and their deportment resemble those ancient seducers, branded
iii. 13. in the Scripture, those evil men, who did seduce,
and were seduced :
Whose dispositions are represented in these
Tit, i. 10. epithets : they were awTrdraKToi, unruly, or persons
indisposed and unwilling to submit to government;
2Pet.ii.10. ToXM»?rat avOdSeis, presumptuous, and self-willed, or
judei6. self-pleasing darers; yoyyva-Tal, /uein-^ifjioipot, murmurers, complainers, or, conjunctly, discontented
Tit.iii. II. mutiners; avTOKaraKpnoi, self-condemned, namely,
by contradictious shuffling and shifting, or by ex2 Tim. iii. communicating themselves from the Church; y6r)Tei,
' ^'
bewitchers, inveighng and deluding credulous people
ver. s. by dissimulation and specious appearances; Having
Matt. vii. 0^ / o ^ ^ of godliness, but denying the power thereof;
Act3 XX. ^®i^^ Wolves in sheep's clothing, grievous wolves, not
2^Cor.xi. ^P^'^^^9 the flock; Deceitful workers, transforming
13, 15- themselves into the apostles of Christ, and minisSEEM,

lTim.vi.4. .

/•

• 7.

T

/. ,

2Pet.iii.16. ters of righteousness; Lovers of themselves, covetous.
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boasters, proud, revilers, truce-breakers, false accu- SEEM.
sers, traitors, heady, high-minded, vain talkers,
2 Tim. iii.
deceivers, ignorant, unlearned, unstable:
2 , 4.
Whose practices were; to cause divisions and Rom. xvi.
offences contrary to received doctrine; by good^'^'^^'
words and fair speeches to deceive the hearts of the
simple;—to swerve from charity—having turned i Tim. i.
aside to vain jangling, desiring to be teachers of '
the law, understanding neither what they say, nor
whereof they affirm: to beguile unstable souls; to2Pet.ii.r4.
lie in wait to deceive; to speak perverse things thai j,^ta^^^^.^'
they may draw disciples after them; to creep into ^^^^ jjj ^
houses, captivating silly women; to dote about ques- ' ^im. vi.
tions and strifes of words, whereof cometh envy,
strife, railings, evil surmisings, perverse disputings;
to speak swelling words of vanity; to admire per- 2Pet.ii.18.
sons because of advantage, (or out of private design,
for self-interest;) to subvert whole houses, teaching Tit.i. u.
things which they ought not for filthy lucre's sake;
to speak lies in hypocrisy; to preach Christ out o/'iTim.iv.2.
envy and strife, not out of good-ivill, or pure in- 16.
tention, (oy;^ dyvm,) not purely; to promise liberty 2Fet.'u.ig.
to their followers; to walk disorderly; (that is, in g^ ^ess.m.
repugnance to order settled in the Church;) to despise 2Pet.ii. 10.
dominion, and without fear to reproach dignities;
to speak evil (rashly) of those things which they
know not, (which are beside their skill and cognisance;) to separate themselves from the Church.
Such persons as these, arrogating to themselves
the office of guides, and pretending to lead us, we
must not follow or regard ; but are in reason and Tit. iii. 10.
conscience obliged to reject and shun them, as thog^'*®^^'"'
ministers of Satan, the pests of Christendom, the ^°™- ^^'•
enemies and murderers of souls.
iTim.vi.s.
2—2
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I t can, indeed, nowise be safe to follow any such
'-— leaders, (whatever pretences to special illumination
they hold forth, whatever specious guises of sanctity
they bear,) who in their doctrine or practice deflect
from the great beaten roads of Holy Scripture,
primitive tradition, and catholic practice, roving
in by-paths suggested to them by their private
fancies and humours, their passions and lusts, their
interests and advantages: there have in all ages
such counterfeit guides started up, having debauched some few heedless persons, having erected
some Ttapaavvaycoym, or petty combinations against
the regularly settled corporations ; but never with
any durable siKcess or countenance of divine Providence ; but like prodigious meteors, having caused
Jude 13. a little gazing, and some disturbance, their sects
have soon been dissipated, and have quite vanished
away; the authors and abettors of them beinoeither buried in oblivion, or recorded with ignominy ; like that Theudas in the speech of GamaActs V. 36. liel, who rose up, Boasting himself to be somebody;
to whom a number of men, about four hundred,
joined themselves; who was slain, and all, as many
as obeyed him, were scattered, and brought to nought.
But let thus much suffice to have been spoken
concerning the persons to whom obedience must
be performed. I proceed to the duty itself.
I I . The obedience prescribed may (according
to the extent in signification of the word ireiBecreai)
be conceived to relate either to the government, or
to the doctrine, or to the conversation of the persons specified; implying, that we should obey their
laws, that we should embrace their doctrine, that
we should conform to their practice, according
SEEM.
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to proper Hmitations of such performance respec- SEEM.
tively.
'-—
We begin with the first, as seeming chiefly
intended by the words :
Obedience to ecclesiastical government; what
this doth import we may understand by considering the terms whereby it is expressed, and those
whereby its correlate (spiritual government,) is
signified; by examples and practice relating to it,
by the nature and reason of the matter itself.
Beside the word Tre'iOeadm, (which is commonly
used to signify all sorts of obedience, chiefly that
which is due to governors,) here is added a word
serving to explain that, the word vire'iKeiv, which
signifieth to yield, give way, or comply; relating
(as it seemeth by its being put indefinitely) to
all their proceedings in matters concerning their
charge. I n other places, parallel to our text, it goijj"^^^
is expressed by viroTaaaeaOai, the same term by iwhich constantly the subjection due to secular 13.
powers, in all the precepts enjoining it, is expressed : O/UOift)?, vewTcpoi, vTTordyrjTe TrpeafBvrepoi^, In \^^' ^' ^•'
like manner, (or correspondently), saith St Peter, 26.
ye younger, submit yourselves to the elder; (that is,
as the context shews, ye inferiors in the church
obey your superiors; 6 vewrepo^, both there and
otherwhere, doth signify the state of inferiority,
as d TTpeal^vTepos importeth dignity and authority.)
And, 'YTTOTaaaeaOe TOI^ TOIOVTOL'S. Submit yourselves \^°^' ^'*""
unto such, and to every one that helpeth with us, and
laboureth, saith St Paul; and, 'YTroTaaadnevoi dXX^Xois, Submitting yourselves to one another in the f'^g/;^''
fear of God, that is, yielding conscientiously that
submission, which established order requireth from
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SEEM, one to another: whence we may collect, that the
'
duty consisteth in yielding submission and compliance to aU laws, rules, and orders enacted by
spiritual governors for the due celebration of God's
worship, the promoting edification, the conserving
decency, the maintenance of peace; as also to the
judgments and censures in order to the same purposes administered by them.
This obedience to be due to them may likewise
be inferred from the various names and titles attributed to them; such as those of prelates, superintendents, pastors, supervisors, governors, and
leaders; which terms (more largely touched before) do imply, command and authority of all sorts,
legislative, judicial, and executive.
Such obedience also primitive practice doth
assert to them: for what authority the holy
Apostles did assume and exercise, the same we
may reasonably suppose derived to them; the same
in kind, although not in peculiarity of manner,
(by immediate commission from Christ, with supply of extraordinary gifts and graces,) and in
unlimitedness of extent: for they do succeed to
the Apostles in charge and care over the Church,
each in his precinct, the apostolical office being
distributed among them all' The same titles which
the Apostles assumed to themselves they ascribe to
their sympresbyters, requiring the same duties
from them, and prescribing obedience to them in
2 Cor.x.8; the same terms; they claimed no more power than
XIU
was needful to further edification, and this is
' Cujus in solidum singuli participes sumus—Vid. Cypr. de
Unit. Eccl. [Episcopatus unus est, cujus a singulis in solidum
pars tenetur.—Opp. p. 196.]
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requisite that present governors also should have; SEEM.
their practice in government'' may also well be
presumed exemplary to all future governors. A s i Cor. xi.
then we see them hiardaaeiv, to order things, and m. i. s.
frame ecclesiastical constitutions; ^lopOovv, to rectify fcor^T.'i^f.'
things, or reform defects, to impose observances ^9°''^- ^- ^'
necessary, or expedient to the time; to judge ' ^^r. iv.
causes and persons, being ready to avenge, or 2 Cor. xii.
punish, every disobedience; to use severity upon xiii. 2
occasions; with the spiritual rod to chastise scan- g2^Thess.
j^_ iii.
dalous offenders, disorderly walkers, persons contu- ^Ti!m";i^?'
macious and unconformable to their injunctions ; i^om. xvi.
to reject heretics, and banish notorious sinners
from communion, warning the faithful to forbear
conversation with them: as they did challenge to
themselves an authority from Christ to exercise
these and the like acts of spiritual dominion and
jurisdiction, exacting punctual obedience to them;
as we also see the like acts exercised by bishops \
whom they did constitute to feed and rule the
Church; so we may reasonably conceive the governors of the Church (the heirs of their office)
invested with like authority in order to the same
purposes, and that correspondent obedience is due
to them; so that what blame, what punishment
was due to those, who disobeyed the Apostles, doth
in proportion belong to the transgressors of their
duty toward the present governors of the Church;
especially considering, that our Lord promised his Matt.
perpetual presence and assistance to the Apostles. xxviii. 20.
^ To ordain elders. To confirm proselytes.
To exercise
jurisdiction.
' Episcopi successores apostolorum.—Cypr. Epp. xxvii. LXix.,
&c. Epp. XLii. Lsxv. (Firmil.)
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^Q jnay further observe, that accordingly, in
continual succession from the first ages, the good
primitive bishops (the great patrons and propagators of our Religion) did generally assume such
power, and the people readily did yield obedience;
wherein that one did wrongfully usurp, the other
did weakly comply, were neither probable nor just
to suppose: whence general tradition doth also
confirm our obligation to this duty.
That this kind of obedience is required doth
also further appear from considering the reason of
things, the condition of the Church, the design of
Christian Religion.
1 Every Christian church is a society; no
society can abide in any comely order, any steady
quiet, any desirable prosperity, without government; no government can stand without correspondent obligation to submit thereto.
2 Again; The state of Religion under the
Gospel is the kingdom of heaven; Christ our Lord
is King of the Church; it he visibly governeth and
ordereth by the spiritual governors, as his substitutes and lieutenants; (whence they peculiarly are
styled his ministers, his officers, his stewards, his
legates, his co-workers). When he ascending up
to God's right hand was invested with entire
possession of that royal state, he settled them to
administer affairs concerning that government in
Eph.^iv. 8, his place and name: Ascending up on high he gave
gifts unto men.—He gave some apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers:
he gave them, that is, he appointed them in their
office, subordinate to himself, for the perfecting of
the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the
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edifying of the body of Christ. As to him, therefore, SEEM.
ruling by them, by them enacting laws, dispensing
'.
justice, maintaining order and peace, obedience
is due.
3 Again; For the honour of God, the com-1 Cor. xiv.
mendation of Religion, and benefit of the people, Tit. ii. 15.
it is needful, that in all religious performances
things should, according to St Paul's rule, be performed decently, and according to order, without i cor. xiv.
unhandsome confusion and troublesome distraction: '^°'
this cannot be accomplished without a determination
of persons, of modes, of circumstances appertaining
to those performances; (for how can any thing be
performed decently, if every person hath not his
rank and station, his office and work allotted to
him; if to every thing to be done, its time, its place,
its manner of performance be not assigned, so that
each one may know what, when, where, and bow
he must do?) Such determination must be committed to the discretion and care of some persons,
empowered to frame standing laws or rules concerning it, and to see them duly executed; (for all persons
without delay, strife, confusion, and disturbance,
cannot meddle in it:) with these persons all the
rest of the body must be obliged to comply; otherwise all such determinations will be vain and ineffectual. Such order reason doth recommend in
every proceeding; such order especially becometh
the grandeur and importance of sacred things; such
order God hath declared himself to approve, and
love, especially in his own house, among his people,
in matters relating to his service; for. He is not, as xiv. 33.
St Paul saith, arguing to this purpose, the God of
confusion, but of peace, in all churches of the saints.
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4 Again; I t is requisite, that all Christian
'-— brethren should conspire in serving God with
rpit."iii!' mutual charity, hearty concord, harmonious consent;
Bpb. iv. 3. tbat, as the Apostles so often prescribed, T?iey should
^^'^•iiii^ endeavour to keep unity of spirit in the bond of
Eom. XV. peace; that They should he likeminded, having the
2'cor.'xiii.' same love, being of one accord, of one mind; StandII.
ing fast in one spirit, with one mind; that They
should ivalk by the same rule, and mind the same
thing; that With one mind and one mouth they
should glorify God, the Father of our Lord Jesus
iCor.i.io. Christ; that They should all speak the same thing;
and that there he no divisions among them, but that
they be perfectly joined together in the same mind,
and in the same judgment; (hke those in the Acts,
Actsiv. 32. of whom it is said. The multitude of believers had
I Cor. xii. ^^g heart and one soul;) that There should be no
SEEM.

^ K • XI. 1 0 .

.•

.^

i. 11;iii. 3. schisms (divisions, or factions) in the body; t h a t all
20.
dissensions, all murmurings, all emulations should
be discarded from the Church: the which precepts,
secluding an obligation to obedience, would be impossible and vain; for (vdthout continual miracle,
and transforming human nature, things not to be
expected from God, who apparently designeth to
manage Religion by ordinary ways of human prudence, his gracious assistance concurring) no durable concord in any society can ever effectually be
maintained otherwise than by one public reason,
will, and sentence, which may represent, connect,
and comprise all; in defect of that every one will
be of a several opinion about what is best, each will
be earnest for the prevalence of his model and way;
there will be so many lawgivers as persons, so many
differences as matters incident; nothing will pass
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smoothly and quietly, without bickering and jan- SEEM.
gling, and consequently without animosities and
'-—
feuds: whence no unanimity, no concord, scarce any
charity or good-will can subsist.
5 Further; I n consequence of these things
common edification requireth such obedience: it is
the duty of governors to order all things to this
end, that is, to the maintenance, encouragement,
and improvement of piety; for this purpose their 2 Cor. xiii
authority was given them, as St Paul saith, and ' ^"
therefore it must be deemed thereto conducible: it
is, indeed, very necessary to edification, which without discipline guiding the simple and ignorant, reclaiming the erroneous and presumptuous, cherishing the regular, and correcting the refractory, can
nowise be promoted.
Excluding it, there can be no means of checking
or redressing scandals, which to the reproach of' ^im. i.
.

19; VI- 5-

Religion, to the disgrace of the Church, to the cor- 2 Tim. ii.
rupting the minds, and infecting the manners of ' ' '
men, wdU spring up and spread. Neither can there
be any way to prevent the rise and growth of pernicious errors or heresies; the which assuredly in a
state of unrestrained liberty the wanton and wicked
minds of men wiU breed, their licentious practice
will foster and propagate, to the increase of all 2 Tim. ii.
impiety : their mouths must be stopped, otherwise, Tit.i. n.
They will subvert whole houses, teaching things
which they ought not for filthy lucre's sake; the , Tim. ii.
word of naughty seducers will spread like a gan- '^"
grene, if there be no corrosive or corrective remedy
to stay its progress.
Where things are not managed in a stable,
quiet, orderly way, no good practice can flourish or

28

Of Obedience to our spiritual

SEEM, thrive; dissension will choke all good affections,
confusion will obstruct all good proceedings; from
James iii. auarchy, emulation and strife will certainly grow,
' •
and from them all sorts of wickedness; for, Where,
saith St James, there is emulation and strife, there
is confusion and every evil thing.
All those benefits, which arise from holy communion in offices of piety and charity (from common prayers and praises to God, from participation
in all sacred ordinances, from mutual advice, admonition, encouragement, consolation, good example,)
will together vanish with discipline; these depend
upon the friendly union and correspondence of the
members; and no such union can abide without the
ligament of discipline, no such correspondence can
be upheld without unanimous comphance to public
order. The cement of discipline wanting, the Church
iPet.ii.s. will not be like a spiritual house, compacted of
lively stones into one goodly pile; but like a company of scattered pebbles, or a heap of rubbish.
So considering the reason of things, this obedience will appear needful: to enforce the practice
thereof we may adjoin several weighty considerations.
Consider obedience, what it is, whence it springs,
what it produceth; each of those respects will
engage us to it.
I t is in itself a thing very good and acceptable
to God, very just and equal, very wise, very comely
and pleasant.
I t cannot but be grateful unto God, who is the
God of love, of order, of peace, and therefore cannot but like the means furthering them pursued;
he cannot but be pleased to see men do their
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duty, especially that which regardeth his own mi- SEEM.
nisters; in the respect performed to whom he is
'
himself, indeed, avowed, and honoured, and obeyed"
I t is a just and equal thing, that every member
of society should submit to the laws and orders of
it; for every man is supposed upon those terms to
enter into, and to abide in it; every man is deemed
to owe such obedience, in answer to his enjoyment
of privileges and partaking of advantages thereby;
so therefore whoever pretendeth a title to those excellent immunities, benefits, and comforts, which
communion with the Church affordeth, it is most
equal, that he should contribute to its support and
welfare, its honour, its peace; that consequently he
should yield obedience to the orders appointed for
those ends. Peculiarly equal it is in regard to our
spiritual governors, who are obliged to be very solicitous and laborious in furthering our best good;
who stand deeply engaged, and are responsible for
the welfare of our souls: they must be contented to
spend, and be spent; to undergo any pains, any 2 Cor. xii.
hardships, any dangers and crosses occurring in pursuance of those designs: and is it not then plainly
equal (is it not, indeed, more than equal, doth not
all ingenuity and gratitude require?) that we
should encourage and comfort them in bearing those
burdens, and in discharging those incumbencies, by
a fair and cheerful compliance ? I t is the Apostle's
enforcement of the duty in our text: Obey them,
saith he, and submit yourselves; for they watch for
your souls, as those who are to render an account,
"" Tempus est,—ut de submissione provocent in se Dei clementiam, et de honore debito in Dei sacerdotem eliciaut in se
divinam misericordiam.—Cypr. Ep. xxx. [Opp. p. 41.]
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SEEM, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief,
1— (or groaning.)
Is it not, indeed, extreme iniquity and ingratitude, when they with anxious care and earnest toil
are endeavouring our happiness, that we should
vex and trouble them by our perverse and cross
behaviour ?
Nay, is it not palpable folly to do thus, seeing
thereby we do indispose and impede them from
effectually discharging their duty to our advantage?
Heb. xiii. 'AXvaiTeXk yap mlv TOVTO. For this, addeth the Apo^^'
stle, further pressing the duty, is unprofitable to you,
or it tendeth to your disadvantage and damage ; not
only as involving guilt, but as inferring loss; the
loss of all those* spiritual benefits, which ministers
being encouraged, and thence performing their
office with alacrity and sprightful diligence, would
procure to you: it is therefore our wisdom to be
obedient, because obedience is advantageous and
profitable to us.
The same is also a comely and amiable thing,
yielding much grace, procuring great honour to the
Church, highly adorning and crediting Religion: it
is a goodly sight to behold things proceeding orderly; to see every person quietly resting in his
post, or moving evenly in his rank; to observe
superiors calmly leading, inferiors gladly following,
and equals lovingly accompanying each other: this
Ps.cxxxiii. is the Psalmist's Ecce quam bonum! Behold, how
(admirably) good, and how pleasant it is for
brethren to dwell together in unity! such a state
of things argueth the good temper and wisdom of
persons so demeaning themselves, the excellency
of the principles which do guide and act them, the
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goodness of the constitution which they observe; SEEM.
so it crediteth the Church, and graceth Religion; a
thing which, as St Paul teacheth, in all things we Tit. ii. lo.
should endeavour.
I t is also a very pleasant and comfortable thing
to live in obedience; by it we enjoy tranquillity of
mind and satisfaction of conscience, we taste all
the sweets of amity and peace, we are freed from
the stings of inward remorse, we escape the grievances of discord and strife.
The causes also and principles from which obedience springeth do much commend i t : it ariseth
from the dispositions of soul which are most Christian and most humane; from charity, humility,
meekness, sobriety of mind, and calmness of passion; the which always dispose men to submiss,
complaisant, peaceable demeanour toward all men,
especially toward those whose relation to them
claimeth such demeanour: these a genuine, free,
cordial, and constant obedience do signify to live
in the soul; together with a general honesty of
intention, and exemption from base designs.
I n fine, innumerable and inestimable are the
benefits and good fruits accruing from this practice;
beside the support it manifestly yieldeth to the
Church, the gracefulness of order, the conveniences
and pleasures of peace, it hath also a notable influence upon the common manners of men, which
hardly can ever prove very bad, where the governors of the Church do retain their due respect and
authority; nothingmore powerfully doth instigate to
virtue, than the countenance of authority; nothing
more effectually can restrain from exorbitancy of
vice, than the bridle of discipline: this obvious
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experience demonstrateth, and we shall plainly see, if
'• we reflect upon those times when piety and virtue
have most flourished: Whence was it, that in those
good old times Christians did so abound in good
works, that they burned with holy zeal, that they
gladly would do, would suffer any thing for their
Religion ? whence but from a mighty respect to their
superiors, from a strict regard to their direction
and discipline ? Did the bishops then prescribe
long fasts, or impose rigid penances? willingly did
the people undergo them Did the pastor conduct
into danger, did he lead them into the very jaws of
death and martyrdom? the flock with a resolute
alacrity did follow: Did a prelate interdict any
practice scandalous or prejudicial to the Church,
under pain of incurring censure ? every man trembled at the consequences of transgressing": no
terror of worldly power, no severity of justice, no
dread of corporal punishment had such efficacy to
deter men from ill-doing, as the reproof and censure
of a bishop; his frown could avaU more than the
menaces of an emperor, than the rage of a persecutor, than the rods and axes of an executioner:
no rod, indeed, did smart like the spiritual rod, no
sword did cut so deep as that of the Spirit; no loss
was then so valuable as being deprived of spiritual
advantages; no banishment was so grievous as
being separated from holy communion; no sentence
of death was so terrible as that which cut men off
from the Church; no thunder could astonish or

SEEM,

" Neque hoc ideo ita dixerim, ut negligatur ecclesiastica disciplina, et permittatur quisque facere quod velit, sine ulla correptione, et quadam medicinali vindicta, et terribili lenitate, ot
caritatis severitate.—Aug. c. Lit. Petil. iii. 4. [Opp Tom ' ix
col. 300 I).]
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affright men like the crack of a spiritual anathema: SEEM.
this was that which kept virtue in request, and
'•—
vice in detestation; hence it was that men were so
good, that Religion did so thrive, that so frequent
and so illustrious examples of piety did appear;
hence, indeed, we may well reckon, that Christianity
did (under so many disadvantages and oppositions)
subsist and grow up; obedience to governors was
its guard; that kept the Church firmly united in a
body sufficiently strong to maintain itself against
all assaults of faction within, of opposition from
abroad; that preserved that concord, which disposed
and enabled Christians to defend their Religion
against all fraud and violence; that cherished the
true virtue, and the beautiful order, which begot
veneration to Religion: to it therefore we owe the
life and growth of Christianity; so that through
many sharp persecutions it hath held up its head,
through so many perilous diseases it hath kept its
life until this day. There were not then of old any
such cavils and clamours against every thing prescribed by governors; there were no such unconscionable scruples, no such hardhearted pretences to
tender conscience devised to baffle the authority of
superiors: had there been such, had men then commonly been so froward and factious as now, the
Church had been soon shivered into pieces, our
Religion had been swallowed up in confusion and
licentiousness.
If again we, on the other hand, fix our Consideration upon disobedience, (the nature, the sources, the
consequences thereof,) it will, I suppose, much conduce to the same effect, of persuading us to the
practice of this duty.
B. S. VOL. IV,
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SEEM.
I t is in itself a heinous sin, being the trans'-—- gression of a command in nature and consequence
very important, upon which God layeth great stress,
which is frequently inculcated in Scripture, which
is fenced by divers other precepts, which is pressed
by strong arguments, and backed by severe threatenings of punishment upon the transgressors.
I t is in its nature a kind of apostasy from Christianity, and rebellion against our Lord; for, as he
that refuseth to obey the king's magistrates in administration of their office is interpreted to disclaim
his authority, and to design rebellion against him;
so they, who obstinately disobey the ministers of our
Lord's spiritual kingdom, do thereby appear to disavow him, to shake off his yoke, to impeach his
reign over them; so doth he himself interpret and
LukeX.16. take it: He, saith our Lord, that heareth you
Matt.x.40; ^gQ^^.g^^ cfYie^ and he that [6 dOerwv, that baffleth) dexviii. 17. spiseth you despiseth me; and. If any man neglect
to hear the church, (or shall disobey it, edv -rrapaKoua-r),) let him be to thee as a heathen, and a publican; that is, such a refractory person doth by his
contumacy put himself into the state of one reEph.ii. 12. moved from the Commonwealth of Israel, he forfeiteth the special protection of God, he becometh
as an alien or an outlaw from the kingdom of our
Lord"
Deut. xvii.
Under the IMosaical dispensation, Those ivho
12
would do presumptuously, and would not hearken
unto the priest that stood to minister before the Lord,
did incur capital punishment; those who factiously
° Nee putent sibi vitse aut salutis constare rationem, si episcopis
et sacerdotibus obtemperaro noluerint; cum in Deuteronomio
Dominus Deus dicat, &c.—Cypr. Ep. Lxn. [Opp. p. 103.]
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murmured against Aaron are said to make an SEEM.
insurrection against God, and answerably were
^'
punished in a miraculous way^, [The Lord made a Num. xvi.
new thing, the earth opened, and swallowed them up; "' ^°'
they went down alive into the pit)
I t was in the
prophetical times an expression signifying height
of impiety. My people is as those who strive with HOS. iv. 4.
the priest. Seeing then God hath no less regard
to his peculiar servants now, than he had then;
seeing they no less represent him, and act by his
authority now, than any did then; seeing their
service is as precious to him, and as much tendeth
to his honour now, as the Levitical service then
did; seeing he no less loveth order and peace in
the Church, than he did in the synagogue; we may
well suppose it a no less heinous sin, and odious
to God, to despise the ministers of Christ's gospel,
than it was before to despise the ministers of
IMoses's law.
I t is a sin, indeed, pregnant with divers sins, and
involving the breach of many great commands,
which are frequently proposed and pressed in the
New Testament, with design in great part to guard
and secure it: that of Doing all things in charity;' C)or. xvi.
of Doing all things without murmurings and dis- Phii.ii. 14.
sensions; of Pursuing peace so far as lieth in us; 18.
of maintaining unity, concord, unanimity in devo- ^2.™' "'
tion; of avoiding schisms, and dissensions, and the Heb.
^^ xii.
4like: which are all notoriously violated by this disobedience; it includeth the most high breach of
charity, the most formal infringing peace, the most
P Quo exemplo ostenditur et probatur obnoxios omnes et culpse
et poense futuros, qui se schismaticis contra preepositos et sacerdotes irreligiosa temeritate miscuerint—Id. Ep. LXXVI. [p. 155.]
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scandalous kind of discord that can be, to cross our
i<j

. superiors^
I t is also a practice issuing from the worst dispositions of soul, such as are most opposite to the
spirit of our Religion, and indeed very repugnant
to common reason and humanity; from a proud
haughtiness or vain wantonness of mind; from the
irregularity of unmortified and unbridled passion;
from exorbitant selfishness, (selfishness of every
bad kind, self-conceit, self-v/ill, self-interest,) from
turbulent animosity, froward crossness of humour,
rancorous spite, perverse obstinacy; from envy,
ambition, avarice, and the like ill sources, the worst
fruits of the flesh and corrupt nature: to such dispositions the rejecting God's Prophets of old, and
the non-compliance with the Apostles, are ascribed
in Scripture; and from the same the like neglect
of God's messengers now do proceed; as whoever
will observe may easily discern; do but mind the
discourses of factious people, you shall perceive
them all to breathe generally nothing but ill-nature.
The fruits also which it produceth are extremely
bad; manifold great inconveniences and mischiefs,
hugely prejudicing the interest of Religion and the
welfare of the Church.
I t is immediately and formally a violation of
order and peace; whence all the woful consequences
of disorder and faction do adhere thereto "•
I t breedeth great disgrace to the Church and
scandal to Religion; for what can appear more ugly,
"i An esse sibi cum Christo videtur,
Christi facit? &c.—Id. de Unit. Eccl. [p.
Vid. Ep. LV. [p. 82.] [Neque enim
sunt, aut nata sunt schismata, quam iiide
obtemperatur.]

qui adversus sacerdotes
200.]
aliunde hajreses obortaj
quod sacerdoti Dei non
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than to see among the professors of Religion children SEEM.
opposing their fathers, scholars contesting with
their masters, inferiors slighting and crossing their
superiors? What can more expose the Church and
Religion to the contempt, to the derision of atheists
and infidels, of profane and lewd persons, of wild
heretics and schismatics, of all enemies unto truth
and piety, than such foul irregularity*?
I t corrupteth the minds and manners of men:
for when that discipline is relaxed which was ordained to guard truth and promote holiness; when
men are grown so licentious and stubborn as to contemn their superiors, to disregard their wholesome
laws and sober advice, there can be no curb to restrain them, but down precipitantly they run into
all kind of vicious irregularities and excesses';
when those mounds are taken away, whither will
men ramble? when those banks are broken down,
what can we expect but deluges of impious doctrine
and wicked practice, to overflow the ignorant and
inconsiderate people ?
Doth not, indeed, this practice evidently tend
to the dissolution of the Church and destruction
of Christianity ? for when the shepherds are (as to Matt.xxvi.
conduct and efficacy) taken away, will not the sheep ^'"
be scattered, or wander astray, like sheep without
a shepherd, being bewildered in various errors, and
* Inde schismata, et hsereses obortse sunt et oriuntur, dum
episcopus, qui unus est, et ecclesise prseest, superba quorundam
prsesumptione conteranitur.—Id. Ep. Lxix. [p. 122.]
Hsec sunt initia hsereticorum, et ortus atque conatus schismaticorum male cogitantium, ut sibi placeant, ut prsepositum superbo
tumore contemnant. Sic de Ecclesia receditur, sic altare profanum
foris collocatur, sic contra pacem Christi et ordinationem atque
unitatem Dei i-ebellatur.—Id. Ep. LXV. [p. 113.]
* Ecclesise gloria praspositi gloria est.—Id. Ep. vi. [p. II.]
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SEEM, exposed as a prey to any wild beasts; to the grievous
' wolves, to the ravenous hons, to the wily foxes?
Here a fanatical enthusiast will snap them, there a
profane libertine will worry them, there again a
desperate atheist will tear and devour them"
Consult we but obvious experience, and we
shall see what spoils and ruins of faith, of good
conscience, of common honesty and sobriety, this
practice hath in a few years caused; how have
atheism and infidelity, how have profaneness and
dissoluteness of manners, how have aU kinds of
dishonesty and baseness grown up, since men began
to disregard the authority of their spiritual guides!
what dismal tragedies have we in our age beheld
acted upon this stage of our own country! what
bloody Avars and murders, (murders of princes, of
nobles, of bishops and priests!) what miserable oppressions, extortions, and rapines! what execrable
seditions and rebellions! what barbarous animosities
and feuds! what abominable treasons, sacrileges,
perjuries, blasphemies! what horrible violations of
all justice and honesty! And what, I pray, was
the source of these things ? where did they begin ?
where, but at murmuring against, at rejecting, at
persecuting the spiritual governors, at casting down
and trampling on their authority, at slighting and
spurning their advice ? Surely would men have observed the laws, or have hearkened to the counsels
of those grave and sober persons, whom God had
appointed to direct them, they never would have
run into the commission of such enormities.
I t is not to be omitted, that, in the present state
Chrysostom complained in his times : TOVTO Travrav TS>V Kaxai
aiTiov,

OTL TO. Twv dpyovTuiv

ff<\mviij6r\, ovde/Jiia aiBa>s, ovbiis

&c.—Chrys. in 2 Tim. Or. ii.

[Opp. Tom, iv. p . 336.]
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of things, the guilt of disobedience to spiritual go- SEEM.
vernors is increased and aggravated by the superve
^—
nient guilt of another disobedience to the laws of
our prince and country. Before the secular powers
(unto whom God hath committed the dispensation
of justice, with the maintenance of peace and order,
in reference to worldly affairs) did submit to our
Lord, and became nursing parents of the Church, isai. xUx.
the power of managing ecclesiastical matters did ^^'
wholly reside in spiritual guides; unto whom Christians, as the peculiar subjects of God, were obliged iPet.ii. 9.
willingly to yield obedience; and, refusing it, were
guilty before God of spiritual disorder, faction, or
schism: but now, after that political authority (out
of pious zeal for God's service, out of a wise care to
prevent the influences of disorder in spiritual matters upon the temporal peace, out of grateful return
for the advantages the Commonwealth enjoyeth
from Religion and the Church) hath pleased to back
and fortify the laws of spiritual governors by civil
sanctions, the knot of our obhgation is tied faster,
its force is redoubled, we by disobedience incur a
double guilt, and offend God two ways, both as
supreme Governor of the world, and as King of the
Church; to our schism against the Church we add
rebellion against our prince, and so become no less
bad citizens than bad Christians. Some may perhaps imagine their disobedience hence more excusable, taking themselves now only thereby to
transgress a political sanction: but (beside that
even that were a great offence, the command of
our temporal governors being sufficient, out of
conscience to God's express will, to oblige us in all
things not evidently repugnant to God's law) it is
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SEEM, a great mistake to think the civil law doth anywise
derogate from the ecclesiastical; that doth not
swallow this up, but succoureth and corroborateth
it; their concurrence yieldeth an accession of weight
and strength to each; they do not by conspiring
to prescribe the same thing either of them cease
to be governors, as to right; but in efficacy the
authority of both should thence be augmented,
seeing the obligation to obedience is multiplied
upon their subjects; and to disobey them is now
two crimes, which otherwise should be but one.
Such is the nature of this duty, and such are
the reasons enforcing the practice thereof I shall
only further remove two impediments of that practice, and so leave this point.
I One hindrance of obedience is this, that
spiritual power is not despotical or compulsory,
but parental or pastoral ; that it hath no external
force to abet it, or to avenge disobedience to its
Matt. XX. l a w s : t h e y m u s t | p . o t / f a r e ^ o i / c r t a ^ e t v , o r KaraKvpteveiv,

Luke xxii. (be imperious, or domineer,) they are not allowed
i^Pet V 3 **^ exercise violence, or to inflict bodily correction";
but must rule in meek and gentle ways, directly
influential upon the mind and conscience, (ways
of rational persuasion, exhortation, admonition,
2Tim. ii; Tcproof,) In meckncss instructing those that oppose
iTiln'iiT3 f^^C'i^^selvcs;—convincing, rebuking, exhorting with
all longsuffering and patience; their word is their
only weapon, their force of argument all the constraint they apply: hence men commonly do not
MaXtora yap cnravraiv ^picmavols
OVK e(f>elTai Trpos ^iav iiravopBovv
Tij Tav aixapTav6vTu>v TTTaiapara, Sic. — CliryS. d o S a c e r d . II. [Opp.
T o m . VI p . 9.j
Euravda

— Ibid.

ov ^la^opfvov.

dXXa irfiffoura

8(1 noifiv

daeiuo) Tov TOIOVTOU.
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stand in awe of them, nor are so sensible of their SEEM.
obligation to obey them; they cannot understand
^—
why they should be frighted by words, or controlled
by an unarmed authority
But this in ti'uth (things being duly considered)
is so far from diminishing our obligation, or arguing the authority of our governors to be weak and
precarious, that it rendereth our obligation much
greater, and their authority more dreadful; for the
sweeter and gentler their way of governing is, the
more disingenuous and unworthy a thing it is to
disobey it; not to be persuaded by reason, not to
be aUured by kindness, not to admit friendly advice, not to comply with the calmest methods of
furthering our own good, is a brutish thing; he
that only can be scared and scourged to duty, scarce
deserveth the name of a man: it therefore doth the
more oblige us, that in this way we are moved to
action by love rather than fear. Yet if we would
fear wisely and justly, (not like children, being
frighted with formidable shapes and appearances,
but like men, apprehending the real consequences
of things,) we should the more fear these spiritual
powers, because they are insensible: for that God
hath commanded us to obey them, without assigning visible forces to constrain or chastise, is a manifest argument, that he hath reserved the vindication of their authority to his own hand, which
therefore will be infallibly certain, and terribly severe; so the nature of the case requireth, and so
God hath declared it shall be : the sentence that Matt.xviii.
is upon earth pronounced by his ministers upon ' '
contumacious offenders, he hath declared himself
ready to ratify in heaven, and therefore most
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SEEM, assuredly will execute it. A s under the old law
^" God appointed to the transgression of some laws.
upon winch he laid special stress, the punishment
of being cut off from his people; the execution of
which punishment he reserved to himself, to be
accomplished in his own way and time; so doth
he now in like manner take upon him to maintain
the cause of his ministers, and to execute the
judgments decreed by them; and if so, we may
Heb. X. 31. consider that. It is a dreadful thing to fall into the
hands of the living God. Ecclesiastical authority
therefore is not a shadow, void of substance or
force, but hath the greatest power in the world to
support and assert i t ; it hath arms to maintain it
most effectual and forcible, (those of which St Paul
2 Cor.x.4. saith ; The weapons of our warfare are not carnal,
hut mighty through God,—) it inflicteth chastisements far more dreadful than any secular power
can inflict; for these only touch the body, those
pierce the soul; these concern only our temporal
state, those reach eternity itself; these at most
yield a transitory smart, or kill the body, those
produce endless torment, and (utterly as to all
comfort in being) destroy the soul.
The punishment for extreme contumacy is called
I Cor.v.5. delivery to Satan; and is not this far worse than,
to be put into the hands of any gaoler or hangman"? what are any cords of hemp or fetters of iron
in comparison to those bands, of which it is said,
Matt.xviii. Whatever ye bind on earth shall be bound in heaven;
which engage the soul in a guilt not to be loosed,
except by sore contrition and serious repentance?
Spiritali gladio supcrbi et contumaces necantur, dum de
Ecclesia cjiciuntur.—Cypr. Ep. LXII. [Opp. p. 103.]
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wh%t are any scourges to St Paul's rod, lashing the SEEM.
heart and conscience with stinging remorse? what
any axes or falchions to that Sword of the Spirit, Epi1.vi.17.
whicb cutteth off a member from the body of
Christ? what are any faggots and torches to that
unquenchable fire and brimstone of the infernal Eev. XxiI X .
lake? what, in fine, doth any condemnation here 20.
signify to that horrible curse, which devoteth an
incorrigible soul to the bottomless pit ?
I t is therefore, indeed, a great advantage to this
power that it is spiritual.
2 Another grand obstruction to the practice
of this duty is, pretence to scruple about the lawfulness, or dissatisfaction in the expedience of that
which our governors prescribe; that we are able
to advance objections against their decrees; that
we can espy inconveniences ensuing upon their
orders; that we imagine the constitution may be
reformed*, so as to become more pure, more convenient and comely, more serviceable to edification; that we cannot fancy that to be best, which
they enjoin: for removing this obstruction let me
only propound some questions.
Were not any government appointed in vain,
if such pretences might exempt or excuse from
conformity to its orders? can such ever be wanting"? Is there any thing devisable, which may
not be impugned by some plausible reason, which
may not disgust a squeamish humour? Is there
any matter so clearly innocent, the lawfulness
whereof a weak mind will not question; any thing
so firm and solid, in which a small acuteness of wit
"* Cypr. E p p . L. Lii.
AXXa

^ikoivcis,

COS (prjaiv

(f)i\oveiKa paxq.—Socrat.

77 napoifiia,

olvos

ov Xetirei,

Hist. Eccl. vii. 31. [Tom. 11. p . 380.J

ovde
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SEEM, cannot pick a hole; any thing so indisputably^cer„_J
tain, that whoever affecteth to cavil may not easily
devise some objections against it?
Is there any thing here that hath no inconveniences attending it? are not in all human things
conveniences and inconveniences so mixed and complicated, that it is impossible to disentangle and
sever them? can there be any constitution under
heaven so absolute^ pure and perfect, that no
blemish or defect shall appear therein? can any
providence of man foresee, any care prevent, any
industry remedy all inconveniences possible? Is
a reformation satisfactory to all fancies anywise
practicable; and are they not fitter to live in the
Platonic idea of a commonwealth than in any real
society, who press for such an one? To be facile
and complaisant in other cases, bearing with things
which do not please us, is esteemed commendable,
a courteous and humane practice: why should it
not be much more reasonable to condescend to our
superiors, and comport with their practice ? is it not
very discourteous to deny them the respect which
we allow to others, or to refuse that advantage to
public transactions which we think fit to grant unto
private conversation?
To what purpose did God institute a government, if the resolutions thereof must be suspended
till every man is satisfied with them"; or if its state
must be altered so often as any man can pick in it
matter of offence or dislike ; or if the proceedings
thereof must be shaped according to the numberless varieties of different and repugnant fancies ?
Oi) yap povov rr]v dpio-Trjv (noXiTeiav)
Svvarrjv.—Arist.
P o l . IV. 1.

del Oeaypelv, dXXa Koi rfju

Si, ubi jubeantur, qutcrero singulis liceat; percunte obsequio,
etiam imporium iiitcrcidit,—Tac. (Otho). [Hist. i. 83.]
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Are, I pray, the objections against obedience
so clear and cogent, as are the commands which
enjoin, and the reasons which enforce it? are the
inconveniences adhering to it apparently so grievous, as are the mischiefs which spring from disobedience ? do they in a just balance counterpoise
the disparagement of authority, the violation of
order, the disturbance of peace, the obstruction of
edification, which disobedience produceth?
Do the scruples (or reasons, if we will call them
so) which we propound, amount to such a strength
and evidence, as to outweigh the judgment of those
whom God hath authorized by his commission,
whom he doth enable by his grace, to instruct and
guide US'*? ]VIay not those, whose office it is to
judge of such things, whose business it is to study
for skill in order to that purpose, who have most
experience in those affairs specially belonging to
them, be reasonably deemed most able to judge,
both for themselves and us, what is lawful and
what expedient? have they not eyes to see what
we do, and hearts to judge concerning it, as well
as we?
Is it not a design of their office to resolve our
doubts and void our scruples in such cases, that
we may act securely and quietly, being directed by
better judgments than our own^? Are they not
^ Dixisti sane scrupulum tibi esse tollendum de animo, in quem
incidisti. Incidisti, sed tua credulitate irreligiosa, &c.—Cypr. Ep.
LXix. (ad Florent ) [p. 123] vid. optime et apposite de hac re
disserentem.
® Id. Ep. Lxxin. [p. 136.] [Quapropter qui fidei et veritati
prsesumus, eos qui ad fidem et veritatem veniunt, et agentes peenitentiam remitti sibi peccata deposcunt, decipere non debemus
et fallere, sed correctos a nobis ac reformatos ad regnum coelorum
disciplinis coelestibus erudire.]
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strictly obliged in conscience, are they not deeply
engaged by interest, to govern us in the best manner? Is it therefore wisdom, is it modesty, is it
justice for us to advance our private conceits against
their most deliberate pubhc resolutions? may we
not in so doing mistake? may we not be blind or
weak, (not to say fond, or proud, or perverse) and
shall those defects or defaults of ours evacuate so
many commands of God, and render his so noble,
so needful an ordinance quite insignificant?
Do we especially seem to be in earnest, or appear otherwise than ludicrously, and illusively to
paUiate our naughty affections and sinister respects,
when we ground the justification of our nonconformity upon dark subtleties and intricate quirks;
which it is hard to conceive that we understand
ourselves, and whereof very perspicacious men cannot apprehend the force? Do we think we shall
be innocent men, because we are smart sophisters?
or that God will excuse from our duty, because we
can perplex men with our discourses? or that we
are bound to do nothing, because we are able to
say somewhat against all things?
Would we not do well to consider what huge
danger they incur, and how massy a load of guilt
they must undergo, upon whom shall be charged
all those sad disorders and horrid mischiefs which
surely will be consequent on disobedience? What
if confusion of things, if corruption of manners, if
oppression of truth, if dissolution of the Church do
thence ensue; what a case then shall we be in, who
confer so much thereto? Would not such considerations be apt to beget scruples far more disquieting an honest and truly conscientious mind,
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than any such either profound subtleties or super- SEEM.
ficial plausibilities can do, which Dissenters are
'-—
wont to allege? For needeth he not to have extreme reason (reason extremely strong and evident)
who dareth to refuse that obedience which God so
plainly commandeth; by which his own authority
is maintained; on which the safety, prosperity, and
peace of the Church dependeth; in which the support of Religion, and the welfare of numberless souls
is deeply concerned?
Did, let me further ask, the Apostles, when they
settled orders in the Church, when they imposed
what they conceived needful for edification and decency, when they inflicted spiritual chastisements
upon disorderly walkers, regard such pretences ? or
had those self-conceited and self-willed people (who
obeyed not their words but resisted them) no such 2 Tim. iv.
pretences? had they nothing, think we, to say for I'Tim. i.
themselves, nothing to object against the apostolic 2 Thess.iii.
orders and proceedings? They had surely; they''^'^•
failed not to find faults in the establishment,
and to pretend a kind of tender conscience for their
disobedience; yet this hindered not, but that the
Apostles condemned their misbehaviour, and inflicted severe censures upon them.
Did not also the primitive bishops (and all
spiritual governors down from the beginning every
where almost to these days of contention and disorder) proceed in the same course; not fearing to
enact such laws concerning indifferent matters and
circumstances of Religion, as seemed to them conducible to the good of the Church? Did not all
good people readily comply with their orders, how
painful soever, or disagreeable to flesh and blood.
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without contest or scruple? yet had not they as
^" much wit, and no less conscience than ourselves ?
They who had wisdom enough to descry the truth
of our Rehgion through all the clouds of obloquy
and disgrace, which it lay under; who had zeal and
constancy to bear the hardest brunts of persecution
against it; were they such fools as to see no fault,
so stupid as to resent nothing, or so loose as to
comply with any thing ? No surely; they were in
truth so wise as to know their duty, and so honest
as to observe it.
If these considerations will not satisfy, I have
done; and proceed to the next point of our duty, to
which the precept in our text may extend, concerning the doctrine of our guides: in which respect it
may be conceived to imply the following particulars
to be performed by us, as instances, or parts, or
degrees thereof.
I We should readily and gladly address ourselves to hear them; not out of profane and wilful
contempt or slothful negligence declining to attend
upon their instructions: there were of old those, of
whom the Prophets complain, who would not so
Nei1.ix.29. much as hearken to the words of those whom God
SEEM,

Prov. i. 24.

Isai. ixv. sent unto them; but stopped their ears, withdrew
ixv'i. 4. the shoulder, and hardened the neck, and would not
vria'''^'bear: there were those in the evangelical times.
Acta xiii. Who did aTrwdetv TOV Xoyov, thrust away the word of
Matt.x. 14. ^od^ judging themselves unworthy of eternal life;
who would not admit or hear the word of life, and
overtures of grace propounded by the Apostles:
Luke viii. there were Gadarenes, who beseeched our Lord
Ps.iviii. bimself to depart from their coasts: there have
4. V
.
always been Deaf adders, who stop their ears to the
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voice of the charmer, charm he never so wisely; no SEEM.
wonder then if now there be those who will not so
'-—
much as allow a hearing to the messengers of God,
and the guides of their soul: some, out of a factious
prejudice against their office, or their persons, or
their way, do shun them, giving themselves over
to the conduct of seducers; some, out of a profane
neglect of all Religion, out of being wholly possessed
with worldly cares and desires, out of stupidity and
sloth, (indisposing them to mind any thing that is
serious,) will not afford them any regard: all these
are extremely blameable, offensive to God, and injurious to themselves. I t is a heinous affront to
God (implying an hostile disposition toward him,
an unwillingness to have any correspondence with
him) to refuse so much as audience to his ambassadors; it is an interpretative repulsing him: so of
old he expressed it; / , saith he, spake unto yow, Jer. vii.13.
rising early and speaking, but ye heard not; I called
you, hut ye answered not: so under the Gospel; He, Lukex. 16.
saith our Lord, that heareth you heareth me; and he
that despiseth (or regardeth not) you despiseth me;
and. We are ambassadors of Christ, as though (roc^ 2 Oor. v. 20.
did beseech you by us; we pray you in Christ's
stead, he reconciled to God. I t is a starving our
souls, depriving them of that food which God hath
provided for them; it is keeping ourselves at distance from any means or possibility of being well
informed and quickened to the practice of our duty,
of being reclaimed from our errors and sins; it is
the way to become hardened in impiety, or sinking
into a reprobate sense. This is the first step to
obedience; for. How can webelieve, except we hearf Eom.x. 14.
this is that which St James urgeth, Let every man Jame.si.ig,
B. S. VOL. IV.
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SEEM, be quick to hear; and which St Peter thus enjoineth,.
Like newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the
1 Pet. u.2. ^^^^^ ^Aa« we may grow thereby: we should especiaUy be quick and ready to hear those whom God
hath authorized and appointed to speak; we should
desire to suck the milk of the word from those who
are our spiritual parents and nurses.
2 We should hear them with serious, earnest
attention and consideration; so that we may well
understand, may be able to weigh, may retain in
memory, and may become duly affected with their
discourses; we must not hear them drowsily and
slightly, as if we were nothing concerned, or were
hearing.an impertinent tale; their word should not
pass through the ears, and slip away without effect;
but sink into the understanding, into the memory,
Matt. xiii. into the heart; like the good seed falling into a
5depth of earth, able to afford it root and nourishment ; therefore we must attend diligently thereto:
Heb. ii. i. Aet Trepiaaoreptog r]fj.ds irpoae-^eiv,

We should

therefore

give more abundant heed, as the Apostle saith, to the
things we hear, lest at any time we should let them
slip. This duty the nature and importance of their
I Thess. ii. word requireth: It is the word not of men, but, in
truth, the word of the great God, (his word as proceeding from him, as declaring his mind and will, as
tendering his overtures of grace and mercy,) which
as such challengeth great regard and awe; it informeth us of our chief duties, it furthereth our
main interests, it guideth us into, it urgeth us forward in the way to eternal happiness; it is the
^ Tim'iii'" ^^'^^ ^^^^^ ^^ ^^^^ *° ^^^® °^^ mvls,, to render us wise
,'5. "*• '"• unto salvation; it therefore claimeth and deserveth
from us most earnest attention; it is a great indignity and folly not to yield it.
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3 We should to their instructions bring good SEEM.
dispositions of mind, such as may render them most
^—
effectual and fruitful to us; such as are right intention, candour, docility, meekness.
We should not be induced to hear them out of
curiosity, as having itching ears, being desirous ^Tim.iv.s.
to hear some new things, some fine notions, some
taking discourse; somewhat to fancy or talk pleasantly about, (as the Athenians heard St Paul;) Acts xvii.
not out of censoriousness, or inclination to criticise
and find fault, (as the Pharisees heard our Saviour, L"ke xi.
Laying wait for him, and seeking to catch something ^
out of his mouth, that they might accuse him;) not
out of design to gratify our passions in hearing
them to reprove other persons, or for any such
corrupt and sinister intention; but altogether out of
pure design that we may be improved in knowledge, and excited to the practice of our duty.
We should not come to hear them with minds
imbued with iU prejudices and partial affections,
which may obstruct the virtue and efficacy of their
discourse, or may hinder us from judging fairly and
truly about what they say; but with such freedom
and ingenuity as may dispose us readily to yield
unto and acquiesce in any profitable truth declared
by them; like the generous Bereans, who received ^°*^ ^'*'"the word, fierd irdam TrpoGv/utias, with all alacrity and
readiness of mind, searching the Scriptures daily,
whether these things were so; 'Qs dpriyevurjra (ipecpt],
Like infants newly born, that come to the dug i Pet. ii. 2.
without any other inclination than to suck what is
needful for their sustenance.
We should be docile and tractable, willing and
apt to learn, shaking off all those indispositions of
4—2
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soul (all dulness and sluggishness, all peevishness
^'
and perverseness, all pride and self-conceitedness,
all corrupt affection and indulgence to our conceits,
our humours, our passions, our lusts, and inordinate
desires) which may obstruct our understanding of
the word, our yielding assent to it, our receiving
impression from it: there were those, concerning
whom the Apostle said, that he could not proceed
Heb. V. II. in his discourse, because they were vwOpol ra?? a/coals,
I Cor. 111.2. ^^^21 of hearing, (or sluggish in hearing,) who were
indisposed to hear, and uncapable to understand,
because they would not be at the pains to rouse up
their fancies, and fix their minds upon a serious
Isai. xxix. consideration of things there were those, who had
Eom. xi. 8. ^ spirit of slumber, eyes not to see, and ears not to
Isai. vi. 9. j^gg^j.. .^j^Q (jj(j jjgg^j. ^ i t h the ear, but not underSEEM,

Actsxxvm.

^6.
John xii.

40.

^

_

_

' _

stand; seeing did see, but not perceive; For their
.

heart had waxed gross, their ears were dull of hearing, and their eyes were closed; such indocile persons

there always have been, who, being stupified and
perverted by corrupt affections, became uncapable
of bettering from good instruction: all such we
should strive to free ourselves from, that we may
Jamesi.2i. perform this duty to our guides, and, In meekness
receive the engrafted word.
These practices (of hearing, of attending, of
coming well disposed to instruction) are at least
steps and degrees necessarily prerequisite to the
obedience prescribed; and further to press them
I Cor. ix. all together upon us, we may consider, that it is
2Uor.v.i4. strictly incumbent on them (under danger of heavy
Wxli.?: P^inishment and woe) wiUingly, earnestly, with all
iTim. V. diligence and patience, to labour in teaching and
iv.'i3,16. admonishing us; They must give attendance, and
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take heed unto their doctrine, that it may be sound SEEM.
and profitable; They must preach the word, and he
. . .

^

/.

/ji

1 •

2Tim.iv.2.

instant upon it m season, out of season, (that is,
not only taking, but seeking and snatching all
occasions to do it,) reproving, rebuking, exhorting
with all longsuffering and doctrine; They must warn Coi. i. 28.
every man, and teach every man in all wisdom, that
they may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus:
as they are obliged in such manner to do these
things, so there must be correspondent duties lying
upon us, to receive their doctrine readily, carefully,
patiently, sincerely, and fairly: as they must be
faithful dispensers of God's heavenly truth and iCor.iv.2.
holy mysteries, so we must be obsequious entertainers of them: imposing such commands on them
doth imply reciprocal obligations in their hearers
and scholars; otherwise their office would be vain,
and their endeavours fruitless; God no less would
be frustrated in his design, than we should be deprived of the advantages of their institution.
But further, it is a more immediate ingredient
of this duty, that,
4 We should effectually be enlightened by
their doctrine, be convinced by their arguments
persuading truth and duty, be moved by their admonitions and exhortations to good practice; we
should open our eyes to the light which they shed
forth upon us, we should surrender our judgment
to the proofs which they allege, we should yield
our hearts and affections pliable to their mollifying
and warming discourses: it is their part to subdue
our minds to the Obedience of faith, and to subject Eom. xvi.
our wills to the observance of God's command- ^ '
ments, (Casting down imaginations, and every high 2Cor.x. 5.
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thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of
^'
God, and bringing into captivity every thought to
the obedience of Christ;) it must therefore answerably be our duty not to resist, not to hold out, not
to persist obstinate in our errors or prejudices; to
submit our minds to the power of truth, being
wiUingly and gladly conquered by it; it must be
our duty to subjugate our wills, to bend our inclinations, to form our affections to a free compliance
of heart with the duties urged upon us; we should
not be like those disciples, of whom our Lord comLukexxiv. plaineth thus; O fools, and slow of heart to believe
^^'
all that the prophets have spoken: nor like the Jews,
Actsvii.51. with whom St Stephen thus expostulates; Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do
I Cor. iv. always resist the Holy Ghost. They should speak
with power and efficacy; we therefore should not
by our indispositions (by obstinacy of conceit or
hardness of heart) obstruct their endeavours: they
-!5:°''?;.^+- should be co-workers of our joy (that is, working
in us that faith and those virtues, which are productive of true joy and comfort to us;) we therefore
should co-work with them toward the same end:
they should edify us in knowledge and holiness;
we should therefore yield ourselves to be fashioned
and polished by them.
5 We should, in fine, obey their doctrine by
conforming our practice thereto; this our Lord
prescribed in regard even to the Jewish guides and
Matt.xxiii. doctors; The Scribes and Pharisees sit in Moses's
2,3
seat; all therefore whatsoever they bid you observe,
that observe and do: the same we may well conceive that he requireth in respect to his own
ministers, the teachers of a better law, authorized
SEEM,
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to direct us by his own commission, and thereto SEEM.
more specially qualified by his grace: this is, indeed.
the crown and completion of all; to hear signifieth
nothing; to be convinced in our mind, and to be
affected in our heart, will but aggravate our guilt,
if we neglect practice: every sermon we hear, that
sheweth us our duty, will in effect be an enditement upon us, will ground a sentence of condemnation, if we transgress it: for as The earth which
drinketh in the rain that cometh oft upon it, and
bringeth forth herbs meet for them by whom it is Heb. vi. 7,
dressed, receiveth blessing from. God, so that which
heareth thorns and briers is rejected, and is nigh
unto cursing, and its end is to be burned: and. Not Eom.ii.13.
the hearers of the law are just with God, hut the
doers of the law shall be justified. And it is a good
advice, that of St James; Be ye doers of the word, jamesi.22.
and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves;
it is, he intimateth, a fallacy some are apt to put
upon themselves, to conceit they have done sufficiently when they have lent an ear to the word;
this is the least part to be done in regard to it,
practice is the main; what is it to shew the way,
to know it exactly, if we do not walk in it, if we
do not by it arrive at our journey's end, the salvation of our souls? To have waited upon our Lord
himself, and hung upon his discourse, was not
available; for when in the day of account some
shall begin to allege. We have eaten and drunk I'n'ke idn.
before thee, and thou hast taught in our streets; our ^ ' ''^'
Lord will say, I know you not whence ye are; depart
from me, all ye workers of iniquity. And it is our
Lord's declaration in the case. Whosoever heareth it
these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken it"" '''^'
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him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a
^- rock;—but every one that heareth these sayings of
mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a
foolish man, which built his house upon the sand.
Mark vi.
]VIany are very earnest to hear, they hear gladly,
Matt. xiii. as Herod did St John Baptist's homilies; they receive the word with joy, as the temporary behevers
in the parable did; they do, as those men did in
isa.iviii.2. the Prophet, Delight to know God's ways, do ask of
Ezek.
God the ordinances of justice, do take delight in
™-.3°' approaching God; or as those in another Prophet,
Who speak one to another every one to his brother,
saying. Come, I pray you, and hear what is the
word that cometh forth from the Lord: and they
come unto thee as the people cometh, and they sit
before thee as my people, and they hear thy words,
hut will not do them; for with their mouth they
shew much love, hut their heart goeth after their
covetousness: and, lo, thou art to them as a very
lovely song of one that hath a pleasant voice, and
can play well on an instrument; for they hear thy
words, hut they do them not: they for a time
rejoice in the light of God's messengers as those
John V. 35. Jews did in the Hght of that burning and shining
lamp, St John the Baptist; but all comes to
nothing; but they are backward and careless to
perform, at least more than they please themselves,
or what suiteth to their fancy, their humour, their
appetite, their interest: many hearers will believe
only what they like, or what suiteth to their prejudices and passions; many of what they believe
will practise that only which sorteth with their
temper, or will serve their designs; they cannot
conform to unpleasant and unprofitable doctrines:
SEEM,
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sometimes care choketh the word; sometimes SEEM.
temptation of pleasure, of profit, of honour, allureth;
sometimes difficulties, hazards, persecutions, discourage from obedience to it.
These particulars are obvious, and by most will
be consented to: there is one point which perhaps
will more hardly be admitted, which therefore I
shall more largely insist upon; it is this,
6 That as in all cases it is our duty to defer
much regard to the opinion of our guides, so in
some cases it behoveth us to rely barely upon their
judgment and advice; those especially among them
who excel in dignity and worth, who are approved
for wisdom and integrity; their definitions, or the
declarations of their opinion, (especially such as
are exhibited upon mature deliberation and debate,
in a solemn manner,) are ever very probable arguments of truth and expediency; they are commonly the best arguments which can be had in
some matters, especially to the meaner and simpler
sort of people. This upon many accounts will
appear reasonable.
I t is evident to experience, that every man is
not capable to judge, or able to guide himself in
matters of this nature, (concerning divine truth
and conscience). There are children in under- i^om. xiv.
standing; there are men weak in faith, (or knowledge concerning the faith;) there are idiots, ^vi. 18.
a/ca/coi, (men not bad, but simple,) persons occupy- i6; iii. 2;"
ing the room of the unlearned, unskilful in the
word of righteousness, who, as the Apostle saith, Heb. v. 12.
need that one should teach them which be the first
principles of the oracles of God.
The vulgar sort of men are as undiscerning and
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SEEM, injudicious in all things', so pecuharly in matters
^- of this nature, so much abstracted from common
sense and experience; whence we see them easily
seduced into the fondest conceits and wildest
Eph.iv.14. courses by any slender artifice or fair pretence; Like
children tossed to and fro, and carried about with
every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and
cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive.
There are also some particular cases, a competent information and skiU in which must depend
upon improvements of mind acquired by more
than ordinary study and experience; so that in
them most people do want sufficient means of
attaining knowledge requisite to guide their judgment or their practice^: and for such persons in
such cases it is plainly the best, the wisest, and
the safest way, to rely upon the direction of their
guides, assenting to what they declare, acting what
they prescribe, going whither they conduct.
The very notion of guides, and the design of
their office, doth import a difference of knowledge,
and a need of reliance upon them in such cases; it
signifieth, that we are in some measure ignorant of
the way, and that they better know it; and, if so,
plain reason dictateth it fit that we should follow
them: and, indeed, what need were there of guides,
' Neque plebi judicium aut Veritas.—Tac. [Hist. i. 32.]
'hKpiTov 6 brjpns.—M. Ant. [iv. § 3.]
^ 'AXX' cidoTes €T€pois ^eXriov eivai ras iavrmv iqvias
evbMvac
Tex>"'ccoT6pois, T] aXX<Bi» i^vLoxovs fivai dv(Tn<TTr)povas, KOI 0x0171' VTTOTI.6ivai paKkov evyvdpova,
rj yXaxTtrav Kivt'iv dnaidevrov.
Greg. Naz.

Orat. 11. [Opp. Tom. i. p. 35 A.j
— Fide calidus, et virtute robustus, sed minus dominica lectione fundatus, &c.—Cypr. Ep. xxii. (de Luciano). [Opp. p. 31.]
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to what purpose should we have them, if we can SEEM.
sufficiently ken the way, and judge what we should
'-—
do without them ?
In the state of learning, (in which the assigning us teachers supposeth us placed,) whatever our
capacity may be, yet our judgment at least (for
want of a full comprehension of things, which
must be discovered in order and by degrees) is imperfect : in that state therefore it becometh us not
to pretend exercise of judgment, but rather easily
to yield assent to what our teachers, who see
further into the thing, do assert; The learner, as
Seneca'' saith, is bound to be ruled, while he beginneth to be able to rule himself.
Aet fiavOdvovTu iriuTeveiv, A learner should in
some measure he credulous; otherwise, as he will
often fail in his judgment, so he wiU make little
progress in learning; for if he will admit nothing
on his master's word, if he will question all things,
if he wiU continually be doubting and disputing,
or contradicting and opposing his teacher, how can
instruction proceed? H e that presently will be his
own master is a bad scholar, and will be a worse
master: he that -will fly before he is fledged, no
wonder if he tumble down.
There are divers obvious and very considerable
cases in which persons most contemptuous of authority,-and refractory toward their guides, are
constrained to rely upon the judgment of others,
and are contented to do it, their conscience shewing them unable to judge for themselves: in admitting the literal sense of Scripture, according to
translations; in the interpretation of difficult places,
Regi ergo debet, dum incipit posse se regere.—Ep. xciv. [50.]
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depending upon the skUl of languages, grammar,
and criticism, upon the knowledge of human arts
and sciences, upon histories and ancient customs:
in such cases, all illiterate persons (however otherwise diffident and disregardful of authority) are
forced to see with the eyes of other men, to submit their judgment to the skill and fidelity of their
learned guides, taking the very principles and
foundations of their Religion upon trust: and why
then consonantly may they not do it in other
cases; especially in the resolution of difficult, sublime, obscure, and subtle-points, the comprehension
whereof transcendeth their capacity? But further.
The more to engage and incline us to the performing this part of our duty, (the regarding,
prizing, confiding in the judgment of our guides,)
we may consider the great advantages, both natural
and supernatural, which they have to quahfy them
in order to such purposes.
I They may reasonably be presumed more intelhgent and skilful in divine matters than others;
for as they have the same natural capacities and endowments with others, (or rather, commonly, somewhat better than others, as being designed and
selected to this sort of employment,) so their natural
abdities are by all possible means improved: it is
their trade and faculty, unto which their education
IS directed; m acquiring abihty toward which they
spend their time, their care, their pains; in which
Heb - . 14. they are continually versed and exercised. Having,
as the Apostle speaketh, by reason of use their
senses exercised to discern both good and evil; for
which also they employ their supphcations and
devotions to God.
SEEM,
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IVIany special advantages they hence procure, SEEM.
needful or very conducible to a more perfect know'.
ledge of such matters, and to security from errors;
such as are conversing with studies, which enlarge
a man's mind, and improve his judgment; a skill
of disquisition about things; of sifting and canvassing points coming under debate; of weighing
the force of arguments, and distinguishing the
colours of things; the knowledge of languages, in
which the divine oracles are expressed; of sciences,
of histories, of practices serving to the discovery
and illustration of the truth; exercise in meditation, reading, writing, speaking, disputing, and conference, whereby the mind is greatly enlightened,
and the reason strengthened; acquaintance with
variety of learned authors, who with great diligence
have expounded the Holy Scriptures, and with most
accuracy discussed points of doctrine; especially
with ancient writers, who, living near the apostolical times, and being immediately (or within few
degrees mediately) their disciples, may justly be
supposed most helpful toward informing us what
was their genuine doctrine, what the true sense of
their writings: by such means, as in other faculties,
so in this of Theology, a competent skill may be
obtained; there is no other ordinary or probable
way; and no extraordinary way can be trusted,
now that men appear not to grow learned or
wise by special inspiration or miracle; after
that all pretences to such by-ways have been
detected of imposture, and do smell too rank of
hypocrisy.
Since then our guides are so advantageously
qualified to direct us, it is, in matters difficult and
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doubtful, (the which require good measure of skill
and judgment to determine about them) most reasonable, that we should rely upon their authority,
preferring it in such cases to our private discretion;
taking it for more probable, that they should comprehend the truth, than we (unassisted by them, and
judging merely by our own glimmering light) can
do; deeming it good odds on the side of their doctrine against our opinion or conjecture.
They have also another peculiar advantage
toward judging sincerely of things, by their greater
retirement from the world and disengagement from
secular interests; the which ordinarily do deprave
the understandings and pervert the judgments of
men, disposing them to accommodate their conceits
to the maxims of worldly policy, or to the vulgar
apprehensions of men, many of which are false and
base: by such abstraction of mind from worldly
affairs, together with fastening their meditation on
the best things, (which their calling necessarily
doth put them upon,) more than is usual to other
men, they commonly get principles and habits of
simplicity and integrity, which qualify men both
to discern truth better, and more faithfully to
declare it.
Seeing then in every faculty the advice of the
skilful is to be regarded, and is usually relied upon;
and in other affairs of greatest importance we
scruple not to proceed so; seeing we commit our
life and health (which are most precious to us) to
the physician, observing his prescriptions commonly
without any reason, sometimes against our own
sense; we intrust our estate, which is so dear, with
the lawyer, not contesting his advice; we put our
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goods and safety into the hands of a pilot, sleeping SEEM.
securely, whilst he steereth us as he thinketh fit; 1—
seeing in many such occasions of common hfe we
advisedly do renounce or wave our opinions, absolutely yielding to the direction of others, taking
their authority for a better argument or ground of
action, than any which our conceit or a bare consideration of the matter can suggest to us; admitting
this maxim for good, that it is a more adviseable and
safe course in matters of consequence to follow the
judgment of wiser men, than to adhere to our own
apprehensions'; seeing it is not wisdom (as every
man thinks) in a doubtful case to act upon disadvantage, or to venture upon odds against himself,
and it is plainly doing thus to act upon our own
opinion against the judgment of those who are more
improved in the way, or better studied in the point
than ourselves; seeing in other cases these are the
common approved apprehensions and practices; and
seeing in this case there is plainly the same reason,
for that there are difficulties and intricacies in this
no less than in other faculties, which need good
skill to resolve them; for that in these matters we
may easily slip, and by error may incur huge danger
and damage: why then should we not here take the
same course, following (when no other clearer light,
or prevalent reason occurreth) the conduct and advice of our more skilful guides? especially considering, that, beside ordinary, natural, and acquired
Ov yap av rfyrfirmVTai rrepl rov o-vp(f)€povTos eavroiy (Ppovipcorepov
iavTiSv uvai, TOVTCO oi avdpconoi VTreprjbeas TTfidovTai.—Xen.
d e Cyri
Instit. I. [6. 21.]
'Ev p(v Tm n'Xeli' •mlQeuBai Sei TM Kv^epvijTrj, iv Se ra ^rjv TW XoyiCeo-Oai bvvapivm ^CXTIOV.—Aristonymus
apud S t o b . Tom. ii. Tit. 3.
[Socrates. Stob. Floril. Tit. i n . 4 1 . Vol. i. p 95. E d . Gaisford.J
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advantages, they have other supernatural both obli^- gations to the well discharging this duty, and assistances toward it: For,
2 We may consider, that they are by God appointed and empowered to instruct and guide us:
it is their special office, not assumed by themselves,
or constituted by human prudence, but ordained
and settled by divine wisdom for our edification in
knowledge, and direction in practice'': they are
God's messengers, purposely sent by him, selected
Eom.X.I5. and separated by his instinct for his work: they
SEEM,

Acts xiii. 2.

i.

o

./

Eph.iv.ii^ are by him given for the perfecting of the saints, and
Tcor. xii. edifying the body of Christ: it is by God's warrant,
i^Tim. i. and in his name, that they speak; which giveth
o, ^2;ii.7. especial weight to their words, and no mean ground
1 Thess. ii. of assurauco to us in relying upon them: for who
is more likely to know God's mind and will, who
may be presumed more faithful in declaring them,
than God's own officers and agents? those whose
great duty, whose main concernment it is to speak,
not their own sense, but the word of God ? They
are God's mouth, by whom alone ordinarily he
expresseth his mind and pleasure; by whom he
2 Cor. V. entreateth us to be reconciled in heart and practice
to him: what they say therefore is to be received
as God's word, except plain reason, upon due examination, do forbid.
If they by office are teachers, or masters in
doctrine, then we answerably must in obligation be
disciples, which implies admitting their doctrine
and proficiency in knowledge thereby: if they are
k

I will give you pastors according to mine heart, which shall feed
you with knowledge and understanding.—Jer.
iii. 15.
Vid. Cypr. E p . LV
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appointed shepherds, then must we be their sheep, s EL.E M .
to be led and fed by them; if they are God's messengers, we must yield, some credence, and embrace
the message uttered by them; so the Prophet telleth
us: The priest's lips should keep knowledge, and Mai. ii. 7.
they should seek the law at his mouth, for he is the
messenger of the Lord of hosts: so the Law of old
enjoined;—According to the sentence of the Zat/; Deut. xvii.
which they shall teach thee, and according to the
judgment which they shall tell thee, thou shall do;
thou shall not decline from the sentence which they
shall shew thee, to the right hand nor to the left:
so our Lord also, in regard to the Scribes and
Pharisees, saith, The Scribes and Pharisees sit in Matt.xxiii.
Moses's chair: all therefore whatsoever they bid you
observe, that observe and do; upon account of their
office, whatever they direct to (not repugnant to
the divine law) was to be observed by the people;
and surely in doubtful cases, when, upon competent
inquiry, no clear light offereth itself, it cannot be
very dangerous to follow their guidance whom God
hath appointed and authorized to lead u s ; if we
err doing so, we err wisely in the way of our duty,
and so no great blame will attend our error.
3 We may consider, that our guides as such
have special assistance from God; to every vocation (jod's aid is congruously afforded; but to this
(the principal of all others, the most important,
most nearly related to God, and most peculiarly
tending to his service) it is in a special manner
most assuredly and plentifully imparted.
They are Stewards of God's various grace; and iPet.iv.io.
they who dispense grace to others cannot want it
themselves: they are Co-operators with God, and iCor.iii.9.
B. S. VOL. IV
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SEEM. God consequently doth co-operate with them; it is
^- God who doth 'iKavodv, render them sufficient to be
2 Cor. iii. j^inigters of the New Testanuent; and they minister
fpitivi?' of the abihty which God supplieth; every spiritual
I Cor. XV. labourer is obliged to say with St Paul, By the
grace of God I am what I am—/ have laboured,
yet not I, hut the grace of God, which was with me.
Eph.iv.Ti,
God's having given them, as St Paul saith, to
the Church, doth imply, that God hath endowed
them with special ability, and furthereth them (in
their conscionable discharge of their ministry) with
I Cor. xii. aid requisite to the designs of perfecting the saints,
and edifying the body in knowledge, in virtue, in
piety
A s the Holy Ghost doth constitute them in
their charge, (according to that of St Paul in the
Actsxx.28. Acts, Take heed unto yourselves, and to all thefock
over which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers,)
so, questionless, he doth enable and assist them in
administering their function. There is a gift (of
spiritual ability and divine succour) imparted by
1 Tim. iv. their consecration to this office, With the laying on
2 Tim. i. 6. the hands of the presbytery, joined with humble
supplications for them, and solemn benedictions in
God's name upon them. The divine Spirit, which
I Cor. xii. distributeth, as he seeth good, unto every member
of the Church needful supplies of grace, doth bestow
on them in competent measure the Word of wisdom
£ . ' x i f • ^^*^ *^^ '^•^^^ of knowledge requisite for their em5,6.
ployment.
God of old did in extraordinary ways visibly
communicate his Spirit unto his prophets and
agents; the same he did liberally pour out upon
the Apostles, and first planters of the gospel • the

Guides and Governors.

67

same questionless he hath not withdrawn from SEEM.
those, who, under the evangelical dispensation.
(which is peculiarly the Ministration of the Spirit, 2Cor.iii.8.
unto which the aid of God's Spirit is most proper
and most needful) do still by a settled ministry
supply the room of those extraordinary ministers;
but imparteth it to them in a way, although more
ordinary and occult, yet no less real and effectual,
according to proportions answerable to the exigencies of need and occasion; and by the influence
hereof upon the pastors of his Church it is, that our
Lord accomplisheth his promise to be with it until Matt.
the end of the world.
Clavis scientice, the key of knowledge spiritual, ^uke xi.
is one of those keys which he hath given to them,
whereby they are enabled to open the kingdom of
heaven.
Great reason therefore we have to place an
especial confidence in their direction; for whom can
we more safely follow than those whom (upon such
grounds of divine declarations and promises) we
may hope that God doth guide; so that consequently in following them we do in effect follow
God himself? He that heareth you heareth me, Lukex.16.
might be said, not only because of their relation
unto Christ; but because their word proceedeth
from his inspiration, being no other than his mind
conveyed through their mouth.
4 We may also for our encouragement to confide in our guides consider, that they are themselves
deeply concerned in our being rightly guided; their
present comfort, their salvation hereafter, depending upon the faithful and careful discharge of their
duty herein: they must render an account for it;
5—2
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SEEM, go that if, by their wilful or negligent miscarriage,
we do fall into dangerous error or sin, they do
thence not only forfeit rich and glorious rewards,
Dan. xii. 3. (assigned to those who turn many unto righteousness,) but incur woful punishment; this doth assure
their integrity, and render our confidence in them
very reasonable: for as we may safely trust a pilot,
who hath no less interest than ourselves in the
safe conveyance of the vessel to port; so may we
reasonably confide in their advice, whose salvation
is adventured with ours in the same bottom, or
rather is wrapped up and carried in ours: it is not
probable they will (at least designedly) misguide
us, to their own extreme damage, to their utter
Ezek. iii. xxkXTi.'. if they do not warn the wicked from his wicked
1 8 * XXXlll

2,8.

Heb. xiii.
17.

way, to save his life, God hath said that he will
require his blood at their hands; and is it likely
they wittingly should run such a hazard, that they
should purposely cast away the souls for which
they are so certainly accountable ? I t is our Apostle's enforcement of the precept in our text; Obey
them that guide you; for they watch for your souls
as they that must give an account: which argumentation is not only grounded upon the obligations of
ingenuity and gratitude, but also upon considerations of discretion and interests; we should obey
our guides in equity and honesty; we may do it
advisedly, because they, in regard to their own
accounts at the final judgment, are obliged to be
careful for the good of our souls.
Upon these considerations, it is plainly reasonable to follow our guides in all matters, wherein we
have no other very clear and certain light of reason
or revelation to conduct us: the doing so is, indeed.
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(which is further observable) not only wise in SEEM.
itself, but safe in way of prevention, that we be not
'seduced by other treacherous guides; it will not
only secure us from our own weak judgments, but
from the frauds of those who lie in wait to deceive. Eph.iv.14.
The simpler sort of men wiU in -effect be always
led, not by their own judgment, but by the authority of others; and if they be not fairly guided
by those whom God hath constituted and assigned
to that end, they will be led by the nose by those
who are concerned to seduce them: so reason dictateth that it must be, so experience sheweth it
ever to have been; that the people, whenever they
have deserted their true guides, have soon been
hurried by impostors into most dangerous errors
and extravagant foUies; being carried about with Heb. xiii.
divers and strange doctrines; being hke children, Eph.iv.14.
tossed to and fro with every wind of doctrine.
I t is therefore a great advantage to us, and a
great mercy of GcJd, that there are (by God's care)
provided for us such helps, upon which we may
commonly for our guidance in the way to happiness more safely rely, than upon our own judgments, liable to mistake, and than upon the counsel
of others, who may be interested to abuse us; very
foolish and very ingrateful we are, if we do not
highly prize, if we do not willingly embrace this
advantage.
I further add, that as wisdom may induce, so
modesty and humility should dispose us to follow
the direction of our guides: Ye younger, saith St iPet.v.5.
Peter, submit yourselves unto the elder, (that is, ye
inferiors to your superiors, ye that are the flock to
your pastors,) and, subjoineth he immediately, be
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SEEM, clothed with humility; signifying, that it is a point
_h
of humility to yield that submission; every modest
and humble person is apt to distrust his own, and
Prov.iii.5, to submit to better judgments; and, not to lean to
Eom. xii. our understanding, not to be wise ui our own eyes,
%^°\_.^ not to seem to know anything, not to seem anybody
Phii. u! 3. to oneself, in humility to prefer others before ourI Cor. viii
selves, are divine injunctions, chiefly applicable to
2.
I Tim. vi
this case, in reference to our spiritual guides; for
if it be pride or culpable immodesty to presume
ourselves wiser than any man, what is it then to
prefer ourselves in that respect before our teachers;
as, indeed, we do, when without evident reason we
disregard, or dissent from their opinion?
I t is then a duty very reasonable, and a very
commendable practice, to rely upon the guidance
of our pastors in such cases, wherein surer direction
faileth, and we cannot otherwise fully satisfy ourselves.
Neither in doing so (againsf some appearances
of reason, or with some violence to our private conceits) do we act against our conscience, but rather
truly according to it; for conscience (as the word
in this case is used) is nothing else but an opinion
in practical matters, grounded upon the best reason
we can discern: if therefore in any case the authority of our guides be a reason outweighing all
other reasons apparent, he that in such a case, notwithstanding other arguments less forcible, doth
conform his judgment and practice thereto, therein
exactly followeth conscience; yea, in doing otherwise, he would thwart and violence his own conscience, and be self-condemned, adhering to a less
ynobable reason in opposition to one more probable.
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EM.
I do not hereby mean to assert that we are S E L.
obhged indifferently (with an implicit faith, or
blind obedience) to believe all that our teachers
say, or to practise all they bid us: for they
are men, and therefore subject to error and sin;
they may neglect or abuse the advantages they
have of knowing better than others; they may
sometimes, by infirmity, by negligence, by pravity,
fail in performing faithfully their duty toward us;
they may be swayed by temper, be led by passion,
be corrupted by ambition or avarice, so as thence
to embrace and vent bad doctrines: we do see our
pastors often dissenting and clashing among themselves, sometimes with themselves, so as to change
and retract their own opinions'
We find the prophets of old complaining of
priests, of pastors, of elders and prophets. Who Jer- ii. s.
handled the law, yet were ignorant of God; Who 7.
erred in vision, and stumbled in judgment; Who xn.^^'10:^' '
we7'e light, and treacherous persons; Who polluted ^^iii. H •
the sanctuary, and did violence to the law, and pro- '*'•. 31; _
faned holy things; From whom the law and counsel Zeph.iii.4.
did perish; Who taught for hire, and divined for 26.
money; Who themselves departed out of the way, Ez^k.^W.
and caused many to stumble, and corrupted the cove- Mic.iii. n.
nant of Levi; Who destroyed and scattered ^^^ jgr^xxm'^'
shee2y of God's pasture.
There were in our Saviour's time guides, of the Matt. xvi.
ferment of whose doctrine good people were bid to Luke'xii.i.
beware; Who transgressed and defeated the com- 2, 6." ^^'
xi.
mandment of God by their traditions; Who did Luke
5^take away the key of knowledge, so that they would
0 my people, they which lead tliee cause thee to err, and destroy
the way of thy paths.—Isai. iii. 12.
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SEEM. Yiot enter themselves into the kingdom of heaven, nor
— ^ — would suffer others to enter; Blind guides, who both
Matt. XV. j.j^gjjjgeiyes did fall, and drew others into the ditch
of noxious error and wicked practice: the followers
vers. 9. of which guidos did in vain worship God, observing
for doctrine the precepts of men.
There have not since the primitive times of the
Gospel wanted those who (indulging to ambition,
avarice, curiosity, faction, and other bad affections)
have depraved and debased Religion with noxious
errors and idle superstitions; such as St Bernard
describeth, fee."
We are, in matters of such infinite concernment to our eternal welfare, in wisdom and duty
obliged not wholly, without further heed or care, to
trust the -dihgence and integrity of others, but to
consider and look about us, using our own reason,
judgment, and discretion, so far as we are capable;
we cannot in such a case be blamed for too much
circumspection and caution.
W e are not wholly blind, not void of reason,
not destitute of fit helps; in many cases we have
competent ability to judge, and means sufficient to
attain knowledge we are therefore concerned to
use our eyes, to employ our reason, to embrace and
improve the advantages vouchsafed us.
We are accountable personally for all our
actions, as agreeable or cross to reason; if we are
mistaken by our own default, or misled by the ill
guidance of others, we shall however deeply suffer
Ezek.iii.i8. for it, and die in our iniquity; the ignorance or
error of our guides will not wholly excuse us from
guilt, or exempt us from punishment; it is fit
'" Vid. Apol. Eccl. Ang.
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therefore that we should be allowed, as to the sum SEEM.
of the matter, to judge and choose for ourselves;
for if our salvation were wholly placed in the
hands of others, so that we could not but in case
of their error or default miscarry, our ruin would
be inevitable, and consequently not just: we should
perish without blame, if we were bound, as a blind
and brutish herd, to follow others.
We, in order to our practice, (which must be
regulated by faith and knowledge,) and toward
preparing ourselves for Our grand account, are
obliged to get a knowledge and persuasion concerning our duty; To prove (or search and examine) Eom. xii. 2.
,

? ^

"^ '

^

^

„

^

-

./.Eph.v.io.

what IS that good, and acceptable, and perfect will
of God; for ignorance, if anywise by our endeavour
vincible, will not secure us : He that, saith our Luke xii.
A8

Lord and Judge, knew not, and did commit things
worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes;
(few; not in themselves, but comparatively to those,
which shall be inflicted on them who transgress
against knowledge and conscience.)
We are bound to study truth, to improve our
minds in the knowledge and love of it, to be firmly
persuaded of it in a rational way; so that we be not
easily shaken, or seduced from it.
The Apostles do charge it upon us as our duty
and concernment, that. We abound in faith and ^ ^^o*"- ^"iknowledge; that. We be rooted and built up in c'oi. ii. 7.
Christ, and stahlished in the faith, so as to he 58.
steadfast, and unmoveable; Not to he soon shaken l^^^^^- "•
in mind, or troubled; To grow up and increase in ^Pet^iii'is.
all divine knowledge; that. The word of God should i,^,^*-."- ^•
J
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•

Eph. 1V.15.

dwell richly m us m all wisdom; that, We should be Coi. iii. 16.
filled with all knowledge, so as to be able to teach 14.
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and admonish one another; that. Our love should
__^^1— abound more and more in knowledge, and all judgf^y^-J-^'- ment, that we may approve things excellefit, (or
i°- . ' scan things different;) that. We be enriched in all
Col. i.' 9. ' the word, (that is, in all the doctrine of the gospel,)
and in all knowledge; that. We be filled with the
knowledge of God's will in all wisdom and spiriEph. V.I7. tual understanding; that. We should not he unwise,
but understanding what the will of the Lord is;
Col. iv. 12. that, We should be perfect and complete in all the
will of God, (that is, first in the knowledge of it,
I Cor. xiv. then in compliance, with it;) that. In understandHeb.v. 12. ing we should not he children, hut perfect men.
Matt. vii.
We are likewise by them commanded to Take
IJ ohniv. I. heed of false prophets; to Try the spirits whether
Matt. XXIV. ^j^^y ^^g ^y Q^^ , ^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ m,an deceive us;
SEEM,

Cof ii^'s''' ^*-* Look that no man spoil us by vain deceit; to Try
18.
all thinqs, and hold fast that which is good; which
I Thess. V.

21.

-^ \

-^

P

• 1

1

• 1

precepts imply, that we should be furnished with
a good faculty of judgment, and competent knowledge in the principal matters of Christian doctrine,
concerning both the mysteries of faith and rules of
practice. Our Lord himself and his Apostles did
not upon other terms than of rational consideration and discussion exact credit and obedience to
their words ; they did not insist barely upon their
own authority, but exhorted their disciples to examine strictly, and judge faithfully concerning the
johnv. 39; truth and reasonableness of their doctrine : Search
X.
37,38; the Scrif)tures, for they testify of me; If I do not
XV
xiiill'.^*'^^^ u'orks of my Father, believe me not; but if I
do, though ye believe not me, believe the works:
so our Lord appealed to their reason, proceeding
upon grounds of Scripture and common sense :
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and, / speak as to wise men, judge ye what I SEEM.
say; so St Paul addressed his discourse to his
'
disciples; otherwise we should be uncapable to [ *-'°'"- '^•
observe them.
We are also bound to defer the principal regard
to God's wisdom and will, so as, without reservation or exception, to embrace whatever he doth
say, to obey what he positively doth command,
whatever authority doth contradict his word, or
cross his command : in such cases we may remonstrate with the Apostles, If it he just before (xoc? Actsiv. 19;
to hearken unto you rather than unto God, judge
ye; and, We ought to obey God rather than men: v. 29.
we may denounce with St Paul; If an angel from Gai. i. 8.
heaven preach any other gospel, let him he accursed.
We are obliged always to act with faith, (that ^°'^- ^i^is, with a persuasion concerning the lawfulness of
what we do;) 'for. Whatever is not of faith is sin:
we should never condemn ourselves in what we
try or embrace.
These things considered, we may, and it much
behoveth us, reserving due respect to our guides,
with humility and modesty to weigh and scan their
dictates and their orders; lest by them unawares
we be drawn into error or sin"; like the ingenuous
Bereans, who did dvaKplveiv rd^ ypa<pd<i, search and Acts xvii.
examine the Scriptures, if those things were so.
We may, and are bound, if they tell us things
evidently repugnant to God's word, or to sound
reason and common sense, to dissent from them";
" They are not lords of our faith; the Apostles themselves
•were not so.—2 Cor. i. 24.
" Plebs obsequens pra;ceptis dominicis et Deum metuens a peccatore pra;posito separare se debet Cypr. [Ep.LXViii. Opp.p. 118.J
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SEEM, if they impose on us things evidently contrary to
^- God's law, to forbear compliance with them; we
Isai. viii. ^^j {^ sucii casos appeal ad legem et testimonium;
we must not admit a non obstante to God's law.
If other arguments, weighed in the balance of
honest and impartial reason, with cautious and industrious consideration, do overpoise the authority
of our guides; let us in God's name adhere to
them, and follow our own judgments ; it would be
a violation of our conscience, a prevarication toward
our own souls, and a rebellion against God to do
otherwise : when against our own mind, so carefully informed, we follow the dictates of others,
we like^ fools rashly adventure and prostitute our
souls.
This proceeding is nowise inconsistent with
what we delivered before; for this due wariness
in examining, this reservation in assenting, this
exception in practice, in some cases, wherein the
matter hath evidence, and we a faculty to judge,
doth nowise hinder but that we should defer much
regard to the judgment of our guides ; that we
should in those cases, wherein no light discovereth
itself outshining their authority, rely upon it; that
where our eyes will not serve clearly to direct us,
we should use theirs; where our reason faileth to
satisfy us, we should acquiesce in theirs; that we
should regard their judgments so far, that no
petty scruple emerging, no faint semblance of reason should prevail upon us to dissent from their
doctrine, to reject their advice, to disobey their
injunctions.
In fine, let us remember, that the mouth of
M a t t . XV
truth, which bid us to beware of the bad doctrine
I (.
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of those who sat in ]\ioses's chair, did also charge SEEM.
us to observe all they taught and enjoined; that is.
all not certainly repugnant to the divine law. I n ^^"•x'^"'effect, if we discost from the advices of our sober
teachers, appointed for us by God, we shall in the
end have occasion to bewail with him in the
Proverbs : How have I hated instruction, and my Prov. v.
I ^.

heart despised reproof; and have not obeyed the
voice of my teachers, nor inclined mine ear to them
that instructed me!
To these things I shall only add one rule, which
we may well suppose comprised in the precept we
treat upon; which is, that at least we forbear openly
to dissent from our guides, or to contradict their
doctrine; except only, if it be not so false (which
never, or rarely, can happen among us) as to subvert the foundations of faith, or practice of holiness. If we cannot be internally convinced by
their discourses, if their authority cannot sway
with us against the prevalence of other reasons,
yet may we spare outwardly to oppose them, or to
shght their judgment; for doing thus doth tend,
as to the disgrace of their persons, so to the disparagement of their office, to an obstructing the
efficacy of their ministry, to the infringement of
order and peace in the Church : for when the inconsiderate people shall see their teachers distrusted and disrespected; when they perceive their
doctrine may be challenged and opposed by plausible discourses ; then will they hardly trust them,
or comply with them in matters most certain and
necessary ; than which disposition in the people
there cannot happen any thing more prejudicial or
baneful to the Church.
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But let thus much serve for the obedience due
to the doctrine of our guides ; let us consider that
which we owe to them in reference to their conversation and practice.
The following their practice may well be referred to this precept; for that their practice is
a kind of living doctrine, a visible law, or rule of
action ; and because, indeed, the notion of a guide
primarily doth imply example ; that he which is
guided should respect the guide as a precedent,
being concerned to walk after his footsteps.
IMost of the reasons, which urge deference to
their judgment in teaching, do in proportion infer
obhgation to follow their example; (which, indeed,
is the most easy and clear way of instruction to
vulgar capacity; carrying with it also most efficacious encouragement and excitement to practice;)
they are obliged, and it is expected from them, to
live with especial regularity, circumspection, and
strictness of conversation; they are by God's grace
especially disposed and enabled to do so; and
many common advantages they have of doing so;
(a more perfect knowledge of things, firmness of
principles, and clearness of notions; a deeper tincture, and more savoury relish of truth, attained
by continual meditation thereon; consequently a
purity of mind and affection, a retirement from
the world and its temptation, freedom from distraction of worldly care and the encumbrances of
business, with the like.)
They are often charged to be exemplary in conversation, as we before shewed, and that involveth
a correspondent obligation to follow them. They
.Toim V. 35. must, hke St John Baptist, be burning and shining
SEEM.
L.
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lights; stars in God's right hand; lights of the SEEM.
world; whose light should shine before men, that
men may see their good works; and by their light Ma!tt.^v.i4,
direct their steps.
' '
They are proposed as copies, which signifies
that we must in our practice transcribe them.
We are often directly commanded to imitate
t h e m ; '^Qv imi/uLeia-Oe rriv iriariv,

Whose

faith

imitate

Heb.xiii.7.

ye, (that is, their faithful perseverance in the doctrine and practice of Christianity,) saith the Apostle
in this chapter.
Their conversation is safely imitable in all cases
wherein no better rule appeareth, and when it doth
not appear discordant from God.'s law and the dictates of sound reason; for supposing that discordance, we cease to be obliged to follow them ; as
when our Lord prescribeth in respect to the Pharisees; Whatever they hid you observe, that observe Ms.it.^^m.
and do; hut do not after their works; for they say, ^'
and do not.
It is, indeed, easier for them to speak well than
to do well; their doctrine therefore is more commonly a sure guide than their practice ; yet when
there wanteth a clearer guidance of doctrine, their
practice may pass for instructive, and a probable
argument or warrant of action.

SERMON LL
OF SELF-LOVE IN GENERAL.

2

TIM.

I I I . 2.

For men shall he lovers of themselves.

s

SEEM. Q T Paul in this place out of a prophetical spirit
instructing or warning his disciple Timothy,
concerning difficult times ^, or the calamitous state
of things, which should ensue, induced upon the
world, as it useth to happen, by a general prevalency of vicious dispositions and practices among
men, doth thence take occasion, by a specification
of their vices, to characterize the persons who should
concur to produce that hard state.
Among those vices he placeth self-love in the
van, as the capital and leading vice; intimating
thereby, that it is of all in its nature most heinous,
or in its influence most noxious''
This, indeed, is of all vices the most common, so
deeply radicated in our nature, and so generally
overspreading the world, that no man thoroughly is
exempted from it, most men are greatly tainted
with it, some are wholly possessed and acted by it:
* 'EKO-TiJtrovTot Kaipol p^aXsTTOi,

vers. 1.

'' Hffic omnia mala ab eo velut fonte manant, quod primum
posuit, seipsos amantes.—August, in Joh. Tract, rxxiii. [Opp.
Tom. ni. fol. 817 P.]
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this is the root from which all other vices do grow, SEEM.
and without which hardly any sin could subsist;
the chief vices especially have an obvious and evident dependence thereon.
All impiety doth involve a loving ourselves in
undue manner and measure; so that we set ourselves in our esteem and affection before God; we
prefer our own conceits to his judgment and advice;
we raise our pleasure above his will and authority;
we bandy forces with him, and are like the profane
Belshazzar, of whom it is said. Thou hast lifted up oan. v. 23
thyself against (or above) the Lord of heaven.
From hence particularly, by a manifest extraction, are derived those chief and common vices,
pride, ambition, envy, avarice, intemperance, injustice, uncharitableness, peevishness, stubbornness,
discontent, and impatience. For
We overvalue ourselves, our qualities and endowments, our powers and abilities, our fortunes
and external advantages; hence are we so proud,
that is, so lofty in our conceits, and fastuous in our
demeanour.
We would be the only men, or most considerable, in the world; hence are we ambitious, hence
continually with unsatiable greediness we do affect
and strive to procure increase of reputation, of
power, of dignity
We would engross to ourselves all sorts of good
things in highest degree; hence enviously we become jealous of the worth and virtue, we grudge
and repine at the prosperity of others; as if they
defalked somewhat from our excellency, or did
eclipse the brightness of our fortune.
We desire to be not only full in our enjoyment,
B. S. VOL. IV.
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SEEM, but free and absolute in our dominion of things;
^^' not only secure from needing the succour of other
men, but independent in regard to God's providence; hence are we so covetous of wealth, hence
we so eagerly scrape it, and so carefully hoard it up.
We can refuse our dear selves no satisfaction,
although unreasonable or hurtful; therefore we so
readily gratify sensual appetites in unlawful or excessive enjoyments of pleasure.
Being blinded or transported with fond dotage
on ourselves, we cannot discern or will not regard
what is due to others; hence are we apt upon occasion to do them wrong.
Love to ourselves doth in such manner suck in
and swallow our spirits, doth so pinch in and contract our hearts, doth according to its computation
so confine and abridge our interests, that we cannot
in our affection or in real expression of kindness
tend outwards; that we can afford little good-will,
or impart little good to others.
Deeming ourselves extremely wise and worthy
of regard, we cannot endure to be contradicted in
our opinion, or crossed in our humour; hence upon
any such occasion our choler riseth, and easily we
break forth into violent heats of passion.
From the like causes it is, that we cannot wilhngly stoop to due obeisance of our superiors, in
reverence to their persons, and observance of their
laws; that we cannot contentedly acquiesce in the
station or portion assigned us by Providence; that
we cannot patiently support our condition, or accept
the events befalling us.
In fine, if surveying all the several kinds of
naughty dispositions in our souls, and of miscar-
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riages in our lives, we do scan their particular na- SEEM.
ture, and search into their original causes; we shall
'-—
find inordinate self-love to be a main ingredient
and a common source of them all: so that a Divine
of great name had some reason to affirm, that
original sin (or that innate distemper, from which
men generally become so very prone to evil and
averse to good) doth consist in self-love, disposing
us to all kinds of irregularity and excess": St Paul
therefore might well set this in the front of all those
sins which depraved the age he spake of; they
having all such a dependance on it.
I t is therefore very requisite, that we should well
understand this fault, that we may be the better
able to curb and correct it; to which purpose I shall
endeavour, by God's help, somewhat to declare its
nature.
The word self-love is ambiguous; for all selflove is not culpable; there is a necessary and unavoidable, there is an innocent and allowable, there
is a worthy and commendable self-love.
There is a self-love originally implanted by God
himself in our nature, in order to the preservation
and enjoyment of our being; the which is common
to us with all creatures, and cannot anywise be extirpated; for. No man, as St Paul saith, ever ^/e^ Eph. v. 29.
hated his own flesh, hut nourisheth and cherisheth it:
every man living, by a natural and necessary instinct, is prompted to guard his life, shunning all
dangers threatening its destruction; to purvey for
the support and convenience of it; to satisfy those
" Est ergo ista ad peccandum amore sui propensio, peccatum
originale, &c.—Zuingl. apud Bell, de Amiss. Grat. iv. 2. [§ 17
Tom. IV. p. 113.]
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SEEM, natural appetites, which importunately crave relief,
" and without intolerable pain cannot be denied it;
to repel or dechne whatever is very grievous and
offensive to nature*^; the self-love that urgeth us to
do these things is no more to be blamed, than it can
be shunned.
Reason further alloweth such a self-love, which
moveth us to the pursuance of any thing apparently good, pleasant, or useful to us, the which
doth not contain in it any essential turpitude or
iniquity; doth not obstruct the attainment of some
true or greater good; doth not produce some overbalancing mischief; doth not infer harm to the
world, or wrong to other men",
Reason dictateth and prescribeth to us, that we
should have a sober regard to our true good and
welfare ; to our best interest and solid content; to
that, which (all things being rightly stated, considered, and computed) will in the final event prove
most beneficial and satisfactory to us: a self-love
working in prosecution of such things common
sense cannot but allow and approve'
God himself hath to these suggestions of nature,
and dictates of reason, adjoined his own suffrage,
having in various ways declared it to be his will
and pleasure, that we should tender our real and
final good. He, as the author of nature, and
Panis ematur, olus, vini sextarius; adde
Quels humana sibi doleat natura negatis.—
Hor. Sat. i. i. [74.]
iJcTT-e TOV pev dyaGov Set ^ikavTov flvai' KOI yap avTos ocijo-fTai
ra KoXa npaTrcov, KOI TOVS aXXovs a)(^eXr;o-et- TOV 5C pox^rjpov ov fiei"
/3Xa\/^fi yap KOI eavTov KOI TOVS Tre'Xaj, (jjavXois Trdefdiv
iiropfvos.—

Arist. Eth. ix. 8. [7.]
n a y yap vovs alpenai TO ^^XTKTTOV
X(~i TM VM.—Id. I b i d . ^ 8.

eavTa'

6 be iTviiiKqi Treidap-
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fountain of reason, may be supposed to ordain
that, unto which nature doth so potently incline,
and which reason so clearly prescribeth. H e plainly
hath to every man committed himself in charge, so
as to preserve his being from ruin, and to enjoy it
with comfort^. H e by making so rich a provision
for the sustenance of our lives, and satisfaction of
our appetites, by framing our bodies to relish dehght, and suiting so many accommodations in wondrous correspondence to our senses, hath sufficiently
intimated it to be his pleasure, that we should in
reasonable measure seek them and enjoy them;
otherwise, his care would have been vain, and his
work useless; yea, he might seem to have laid an
iU design to tempt and ensnare us: he certainly had
no such intent; but as he made us out of goodness,
as he made us capable of tasting comfort, as he
hath furnished us with means of attaining it, so
he meaneth that we should partake thereof.
H e also expressly hath commanded us to love
all men, not excluding ourselves from the number;
to love our neighbour, and therefore ourselves; who
of all are nearest to ourselves; who occur as the
first objects of humanity and charity; whose needs
we most sensibly feel; whose good is in itself no
less considerable than the single good of any other
person; who must first look to our own good before
we can be capable to love others, or do any good
to our neighbour.
He therefore hath made the love of ourselves
to be the rule and standard, the pattern, the argument of our love to others; imposing on us those
^ Quia tutela certissima ex proximo est, sibi quisque commissus ofct.—Sen. Ep. cxxi. [IS.]

SEEM.

^
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great commands of loving our neighbours as our^^' selves, and doing as we would be done unto; which
M a t t . xxii.
imply not only a necessity, but an obligation of
Luke VI. jQy-jjg ourselves.
Matt. xvi.
H e doth enforce obedience to all his commands
^^'
by promising rewards, yielding immense profit and
transcendent pleasure to us, and by threatening
punishments grievous to our sense; which proceeding is grounded upon a supposition, that we do and
ought greatly to love ourselves, or to regard our
own interest and pleasure.
H e doth recommend wisdom or virtue to us, as
most agreeable to self-love; most ehgible, because
it yieldeth great benefit to ourselves''; because, as
Prov. xix. j^Q Wise ]V[an saith. He that getteth it, doth love his
own soul; he that keepeth it, shall find good; hedissuadeth from vice, as therefore detestable, because
the embracing it doth imply hatred of ourselves,
bringing mischief and damage to us; because, as
viii. 36; the Wise IMan doth express it. He that sinneth,
XV. 32; wrongeth his own soul; He that despiseth instrucxxix. 24. tion, despiseth his own soul; He that committeth
injury, hateth his own soul.
Deut. X. 12.
H e commendeth his laws to our observance, by
Neb. ix.13. declaring them in their design and tendency chiefly
&c. '^ ' to regard our good and advantage; made apt to
preserve the safety and quiet, to promote the
wealth and prosperity of our lives; to bring ease
and comfort to our minds, grace and ornament to
our names, salvation and happiness to our souls.
SEEM,

^ Aristotle saith of a virtuous man, that he is the greatest selfl o v e r ; Ao'^eie S' av 6 TOIOVTOS (tvai paXXov cj)iXavTos' dirovepei. yap
iavTW TO KaXXiara, Ka\ pdXia-Ta aya6d, ml p^op/ferat eavTov rm KvpiiaTara.—Eth.
IX 8 [ 6 . ]
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In fine, God chargeth and encourageth us to SEEM.
affect and pursue the highest goods whereof we are
'-—
capable; most ample riches, most sublime honours,
most sweet pleasures, most complete felicity; He, Eom. ii. 7.
saith St Paul, wiU render to them, who by patient
continuance in well-doing seek for glory, and honour, and immortality, eternal life; to seek such
things is the highest instance, is the surest argument of self-love that can be; he therefore who
obligeth, who encourageth us thereto, doth plainly
shew his approbation of a self-love.
So it appeareth that all self-love is not culpable,
but that some kind thereof is very commendable;
how then shall we distinguish; how shall we sever, jer. xv. 19.
to use the Prophet's language, the precious from the
vile?
To this we may answer in general, that all love
of ourselves which is unreasonably grounded, or
which is excessive in its degrees and limits; or
which venteth itself in wrong instances; or which
driveth our mind, will, and affections toward bad
objects; or which produceth effects noxious to ourselves or others, is culpable. If we esteem ourselves
for things not true or real, for things indifferent or
mean, for things nowise excellent or valuable; if we
affect ourselves beyond compass, so as to postpone
the love of God, or exclude the love of our neighbour ; if out of regard to ourselves we do things
base or mischievous; if thence we dote upon vain
profits, embrace foul pleasures, incur sinful guilt, expose ourselves to grievous danger, trouble, remorse,
and punishment; if thereby we are engaged to
forsake our true interest, and forfeit our final happiness; then assuredly it is a foolish and vicious
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SEEM, self-love; it is, indeed, not a proper, but a false and
" • equivocal love, usurping that goodly name; it is a
real hatred, or enmity, disguised under the semblance of friendship; it more properly may be
caUed cruelty, treachery, flattery, mockery, delusion,
and abuse of ourselves.
But for a more distinct and clear resolution of
the case, we may do well to consider the proper
acts of love, which do constitute it, or inseparably
do adhere thereto; such as those: a good esteem
of the person, which is the object of our love; an
earnest good-will toward him, or desire of his
good; a complacence in good, and dissatisfaction in
evil arriving to him; a readiness to yield or procure good to him; a desire of union and enjoyment, that is, of intimate conversation and intercourse with him, a deference of regard to him, a
compliance with his desires, and care to please him.
Now if these acts toward ourselves are in their
kind, in their grounds, in their measures conformable to reason, piety, and justice, then is our selflove innocent or worthy: if they are not so, it is
criminal and vicious.
If we do rightly esteem ourselves, (both absolutely, and in comparison to others;) if we desire
to ourselves what is fit and just; if we are pleased
with true goods, and displeased at real evils incident to us; if we do in lawful ways endeavour to
procure things truly convenient and beneficial to
us; if we maintain a faithful and cheerful correspondence with ourselves; if we have a sober regard to ourselves, agreeable to our nature and
state; if we comply with the dictates of our reason,
and satisfy our desires conforming thereto; then do
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we love ourselves innocently, then are we true SEEM.
friends to ourselves.
'—^
But if we overvalue ourselves; if we do wish
to ourselves things incommodious or hurtful; if we
are delighted or dissatisfied in false shows of good
or evil befalling us; if we strive to acquire for ourselves things bad or mischievous; if our converse
with ourselves is naughty or vain; if we make indecent applications to ourselves; if we stoop to our
fond humours, or soothe our unreasonable desires;
then is our self-love spurious, then are we, indeed,
enemies to ourselves.
Further, toward an exact discussion and trial
of this case, we should do well, divesting ourselves
of selfishness, to consider ourselves as other persons, or abstractedly as mere objects of those acts
which love doth imply; for what rectitude or what
obliquity there would be in them in regard to any
object, the same would be in reference to ourselves.
For instance.
If we should value any person justly according
to his real worth, allowing a just rate to his virtue,
to his parts, to his endowments, to his advantages
of nature or fortune; not ascribing to him things
which belong not to him, nor overprizing those he
hath, not preferring him in any respect before those
which are his superiors or equals therein; we shall
herein do wisely and justly: but if (having our
judgment anywise perverted) we do admire a person beyond his worth, and advance him above his
rank; if we overlook his apparent defects and
blemishes, or take them for excellencies, and yield
them applause; what is this but folly and dotage,
tempered with iniquity ? and if it be such in regard
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SEEM, to another, it is no less such in respect to ourLI.

•— selves.
If to any person we should wish things suitable,
commodious, and advantageous, by obtaining which
he, without any wrong or prejudice to others, might
be considerably benefited, we shall herein act humanely, and like good friends; but if we desire
things to him, which do not become or befit him,
which will do him mischief, or which he cannot
have without injury and damage to others, are we
not herein notoriously unkind or unjust? The case
is the same transferred to ourselves.
If we should observe any man by occurrences
happening to him well improved in his condition,
thriving in an honest way, prosperous in good undertakings, growing in worthy accomplishments of
soul, to find satisfaction therein would be greatly
laudable; and so it would be to condole, if we should
see any man to fall into any grievous disaster or
calamity; but should we behold a man (although in
false appearance bettered, yet really) prejudiced
and endamaged, (as when one is enriched by cozenage or rapine, is advanced by flattery or sycophantry, is famed for base or vain exploits, is
immersed into care and trouble, is exposed to danger
and temptation, is fallen into the enchantments of
pleasure,) are we not, if we take pleasure therein,
very silly, or very cruel ? and if we should observe
good physic administered to a sick neighbour, or
that he is engaged in painful exercise for his health,
should it not be absurd for us to be sorry thereat?
For the same reasons we are blameable if we do
rejoice when that we prosper in bad courses, or
enjoy sinful pleasures, or fall into dangerous temp-

Of Self-Love in general.

91

bations; if we distaste the wholesome physic of SEEM.
adversity dispensed by Providence, or dislike the
needful exercises of duty by God prescribed to us.
If we do yield our advice and aid to our neighbour, in furtherance of any design which is honest
and beneficial to him, we then unquestionably do
well; but if we do abet or encourage him in unjust
or mischievous enterprises; if we render ourselves
panders to his unlawful desires, factors for his unjust profits, complices of his wicked practices, advocates of his sins; is this true love, is this faithful
friendship ? No surely; nor is it such toward ourselves, when we employ our faculties in contrivance
or achievement of any unlawful designs, however
satisfactory to our desires.
If we should indifferently (without regard to the
laws of piety, justice, humanity, or decency) espouse
the interests of any person, so that for the promoting his designs, advancing his profit, gratifying
his humour or pleasure, we should violate the commands of God, we should neglect the public good,
we should work injury or mischief to our neighbour; would this dealing be allowable? Neither
would it be so, if for our own sake, in regard to our
private interest, we should thus behave ourselves.
If we do affect to hold free, sincere, cheerful,
kind conversation with any person, for mutual instruction and comfort, this is sociable and friendly;
but if we maintain frothy, foul, malicious, anywise
pestilent discourse, apt to corrupt, or to annoy him,
this is loathsome: and so it is, if we keep such intercourse with ourselves, harbouring vain, impure,
unjust, uncharitable thoughts in our minds.
If we should defer regard to any man, answer-
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able to his worth, we should thereby practise
'-— according to the good rules of humanity: but should
we so affect or fancy any man that we should care
for no man else, should pay no due respect, or perform any office of kindness otherwhere; should take
no man's word, or mind any man's opinion beside,
nor care to converse with any other; would this be
love, would it not be ridiculous fondness ? I t is no
less, if in regard to ourselves we are so morose,
surly, or neglectful.
If we should comply with any man's reasonable
desire, this were fair and courteous; if we should
confide in the probable assistance of any person,
this were modest prudence: but if we should entirely conform our practice to the will or humour of
another, against the dictates of our own reason, and
to the harm of ourselves or others; would this be
love, would it not rather be vile and pitiful slavery?
If we should without any ground, yea against plain
reason, rely upon the help or direction of another,
would this be love, would it not rather be wild presumption? The same therefore it must be in us,
if we in like manner are devoted to our own will,
or confident in our own ability.

SEEM,

If we should commend any man for good qualities or good deeds, this is honest; if we should
encourage him in good undertakings, this is charitable : but to applaud his defects, to bolster him in
ill practice, this is flattery and treachery; and in so
doing toward others, we are not friends to ourselves,
but traitors and parasites.
By such reflections and comparisons we may, I
think, competently understand the nature of that
bastard self-love, which is so vicious in itself, and
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productive of so many vices: but more fully to dis- SEEM.
play, and withal to dissuade us from this vice, I
\
shall particularly insist upon the common sorts
thereof, shewing the peculiar unreasonableness of
each, and the mischiefs consequent from it. They
are indeed usually combined and complicated in
practice, and have much affinity both in their nature and fruit; but I shall, as well as I can, abstract
them one from the other, and so treat on them distinctly ; they are these: Self-conceit, Self-confidence,
Self-complacence, Self-will, Self-interest.
I. The first and most radical kind of vicious
self-love is self-conceitedness; that which St Paul
calleth TO i)Trep(ppoveiv, to overween, or to think B.om.-x.w. ^.
highly of one's self, beyond what he ought to think.
This doth consist in several acts or instances.
Sometimes we in. our imagination assume to
ourselves perfections not belonging to us, in kind
or in degree; we take ourselves to be other men
than we are; to be wise, to be good, to be happy,
when we are not so; at least to be far wiser, better,
and happier than we are. The pleasure naturally
springing from a good opinion of ourselves doth
often so blind our eyes and pervert our judgment,
that we see in us what is not there, or see it magnified and transformed into another shape than its
own; any appearance doth suffice to produce such
mistakes, and, having once entertained them, we
are unwilling to depose them; we cannot endure
by severe reflection on ourselves to correct such
pleasant errors; hence commonly we presume ourselves to be very considerable, very excellent, very
extraordinary persons, when in truth we are very
mean and worthless: so did St Paul suppose when
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SEEM, he said, If a man think himself to be something,
'Il
when he is nothing, he deceiveth himself: such was
Eev.m.1^7. •fcbe case of that Church in the Apocalypse; Thou
sayest, I am rich, and increased in goods, and have
need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art
wretched and miserable; they were like men in a
dream, or in a phrensy, who take themselves for
great and wealthy persons, when, indeed, they are in
a sorry and beggarly condition: into the like extravagancies of mistake we are all likely to fall, if
we do not very carefully and impartially examine
and study ourselves.
Again; sometimes we make vain judgments
upon the .things we do possess, prizing them much
beyond their true worth and merit; consequently
overvaluing ourselves for them; the most trivial and
pitiful things (things which in themselves have no
worth, but are mere tools, and commonly serve bad
purposes; things which do not render our souls
anywise better, which do not breed any real content,
which do not conduce to our welfare and happiness)
we value at a monstrous rate, as if they were the
most excellent and admirable things in the world.
Have we wit ? how witless are we in prizing it, or
ourselves for it! although we employ it to no good
end, not serving God, not benefiting men, not furthering our own good, or anywise bettering our condition with it; although we no otherwise use it, than
vainly to please ourselves or others, that is, to act
the part of fools or buffoons. Have we learning or
knowledge? then are we rare persons; not considering that many a bad, many a wretched person
hath had much more than we, who hath used it to
the abuse of others, to the torment of himself; that
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hell may be full of learned scribes and subtle dis- SEEM.
puters, of eloquent orators and profound philosophers; who. When they knew God, they glorified ^om.\. ii
him not as God, neither were thanhful, hut became
vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart
was darkened; not considering also how very defective our knowledge is, how mixed with error and
darkness; how useless and vain, yea how pernicious
it is, if not sanctified by God's grace, and managed
to his service. Have we riches ? then are we brave
men, as fine and glorious in our conceit as in our
outward attire; although the veriest fools, the basest
and most miserable of men, that go on the ground,
do exceed us therein; although, as Aristotle saith.
Most either not use it, or abuse it'; although our
wealth affordeth us no real benefit or comfort, but
exposeth us to numberless snares, temptations, and
mischiefs ; although it hath no stability, but easily
may be taken from us. Have we reputation? how
doth that make us highly to repute ourselves in a
slavish imitation of others! yet nothing is less substantial, nothing is less felt, nothing is so easily lost,
nothing is more brittle and slippery than i t ; a
bubble is not sooner broken, or a wave sunk, than
is the opinion of men altered concerning us. Have
we power? what doth more raise our minds! yet
what is that commonly but a dangerous instrument
of mischief to others, and of ruin to ourselves; at
least an engagement to care and trouble? What
TS>v yap TTOXXSIV, OI p(v ov ;:^p(5j'rat TOO rrXovro), dia piKpoXoyiav, oj
fie TvapaxpSivTai bC dacDTLuv.—Arist. apud P l u t . in Pelop. [Opp.
Tom. II. p . 331. E d . Reisk.]
Ardua res hsec est, opibus non tradere m o r e s . —
Mart. XI. [5, 3.]
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SE^EM. i^^t tija^t ^[^ render Caligula, Nero, and Domitian
so hurtful to others, so unhappy themselves ? what
but that hath filled the world with disasters, and
turned all history into tragedy? Have we prosperous success in our affairs? then we boast and
triumph in our hearts; not remembering what the
Prov. i. 32. Wise IMan saith. The prosperity of fools destroyeth
them; and that experience sheweth, prosperity doth
usually either find or make us fools'; that the
2 Chroii. wisest men (as Solomon), the best men (as Hezexxxu. 25. -jj-g^]^^^ have been befooled by it: thus are we apt to
overvalue our things, and ourselves for them.
There is no way, indeed, wherein we do not thus
impose upon ourselves, either assuming false, or
misrating true advantages; the general ill consequences of which misdemeanour are, that our minds
are stuffed with dreams and fantastic imaginations,
instead of wise and sober thoughts; that we misbehave ourselves toward ourselves, treating ourselves
like other men than we are, with unseemly regard;
that we expect other men should have like opinions,
and yield answerable deferences to us; and are, if we
find it otherwise, grievously offended; that we are
apt to despise or disregard others, demeaning ourselves insolently and fastuously toward them; that
we are apt to seek and undertake things, which we
cannot attain or achieve; that we neglect the succours needful to help or comfort us, and the like:
which will appear more plainly by considering the
several objects or matters in which self-conceit is
exercised; they are especially three: intellectual
Rarus enim forme sensus communis in ilia
Fortuna.—
juv. Sat. vni. [73.]
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endowments; moral qualities; advantages of body, SEEM.
fortune, and outward state.
I We are apt to conceit highly of ourselves
upon presumption of our intellectual endowments or
capacities, whether natural (as wit, fancy, memory,
judgment,) or acquired, (as learning, skill, experience,) especially of that which is called wisdom™,
which in a manner comprehendeth the rest, and
manageth them; whereby we rightly discern what
is true, and what is fit to be done in any case proposed: this we are prone in great measure to
arrogate, and much to pride ourselves therein. The
world is full as it can hold of wise men, or of those
who take themselves to be such; not only absolutely,
but comparatively, in derogation and preference to
all others: may it not be said to us as Job did to his
friends. No doubt but ye are tj^e people, and wis- Job. xii. 2.
dom shall die with you? Do we not fancy ourselves
incomparably wise, so that all our imaginations are
deep and subtle, all our resolutions sound and safe,
all our opinions irrefragably certain, all our sayings
like so many oracles, or indubitable maxims? Do
we not expect that every man's judgment should
stoop to ours? do we not wonder that any man
should presume to dissent from us ? must any man's
voice be heard when we speak? Do we not suppose that our authority doth add huge weight to
our words? that it is unquestionably true because
we say it? that it is presumption, it is temerity, it
is rudeness hardly pardonable to contest our dictates" ? This is a common practice, and that which
Mcopos yfvecrda), Iva yevrjTai a-ocpos.—1 Cor. iii. 18. Vid. Chrys.
in Phil. Or. vii. [Opp. Tom. iv. p. 43.]
Oico TViTrvvuBaf TO\ be (TKiai dicrcrovaiv.—
[Hom. Od. X. 495.]
B. S. VOL. IV
7
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ig often prohibited and blamed in scripture: Be not
'-^—wise in thine own eyes, saith the Wise ]V[an; and,
Eom.'':rii.^' Be not wise in your own conceits, saith the Apostle;
i6;
and, I say, through the grace given unto me, to
XII. 3 .
every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to
think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every
man the measure of faith.
The great reasonableness of which precepts
will appear by considering both the absurdity,
and the inconveniences of the practice which they
forbid.
If we do reflect either upon the common nature
of men, or upon our own constitution, we cannot
but find our conceits of our wisdom very absurd: for
how can we take ourselves for wise, if we observe
the great blindness of our mind, and feebleness
of human reason, by many palpable arguments discovering itself? if we mark how painful the search,
and how difficult the comprehension is of any truth;
how hardly the most sagacious can descry any thing,
how easily the most judicious mistake; how the
most learned everlastingly dispute, and the wisest
irreconcileably clash about matters seeming most
familiar and facile; how often the most wary and
steady do shift their opinions; how the wiser a
man is, and the more experience he gaineth, the less
confident he is in his own judgment, and the more
sensible he groweth of his weakness; how dim the
sight is of the most perspicacious, and how shallow
the conceptions of the most profound; how narrow
is the horizon of our knowledge, and how immensely
the region of our ignorance is distended; how imperfectly and uncertainly we know those few things
SEEM,
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to which our knowledge reacheth"; how answerably SEEM.
to such experience we are told in sacred writ, that,
'.
Every man is brutish in his knowledge; that, The p^'xciv!'^
Lord knoiveth the thoughts of man, that they are "^^j. j;j
vanity; that. Vain man would he wise, though he be ^°born like an ass's colt, (that is, he is naturally wild
and stupid;) that, Wisdom is hid from the eyes of^^^.f^^'^''
r

'/

^

^

_

./

. .

xxvui. 21,

all 'men, and is not found in the land of the living; 12.
that. The thoughts of mortal men are miserable, and wisd. ix.
our devices uncertain: if we, I say, do consider
such things, how can we but find it strange that
any man should admire his own wisdom, seeing that
he thereby doth exempt himself from the common
adjunct of his nature, and forgetteth himself to be
a man?
If also a man particularly reflecteth on himself,
the same practice must needs appear very foolish;
for that every man thence may discover in himself
peculiar impediments of wisdom; every man in his
complexion and in his condition may find things apt
to pervert his judgment, and obstruct his acquisition
of true knowledge. Is his temper sanguine ? thence
becometh he quick, rash, credulous, confident and
peremptory, slippery and fickle: is it phlegmatic?
thence is he slow and heavy; diffident, pertinacious,
and stiff in his conceits: his mind is either soft and
limber, so as easily to receive the impressions of
falsehood speciously represented; or hard and tough,
so that he cannot readily admit instruction in truth,
or correction of error. His wealth distracteth, or his
poverty disturbeth his thoughts; prosperity swelleth
" Quamcunque partem rerura humanarum divinarumque comprehenderis, ingenti copia quEerendorum ac discendorum fatigaberis.—Sen. Ep. LXXXVIII. [30.]
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his mind up into vain presumptions and satisfac'-— tions, or adversity sinketh it down into unreasonable
despondencies and dislikes of things; plenty breedeth sloth, want createth trouble, indisposing him to
think well; ease doth rust his parts, and business
weareth them out; inclination, interest, company,
prejudice, do forcibly sway his apprehensions; so that
no man can get himself into, or keep himself steady
in a perfect balance, requisite for exact judgment of
things; no man therefore can obtain a degree of
wisdom, whereof he may with any reason be conceited ; the wisest men surely upon such experience
Prov. XXX. liave been little satisfied with their share; Surely,
saith one, / am more brutish than any man, and
Ps. kxiii. / have not the understanding of a man; and. So
foolish, said another, was I, and ignorant; I was
as a beast before thee: this conceitedness therefore
is very absurd, and an argument of notable ignorance and folly; neither is there perhaps any more
plain instance or demonstration of general folly
reigning among men than this, that commonly we
are so blind and stupid as not to discern and resent
I Cor. viii. our own folly: If any man, saith St Paul, thinketh
that he knoweth any thing, he knoweth not any
thing yet as he ought to know; that is, if any man
conceiteth himself to be considerably wise or intelligent, it is a plain sign that he is very ignorant,
and understandeth little to any purpose.
So it is, if we consider ourselves singly; and it
is more so in comparison to others; for what ground
can a man have of arrogating to himself a peculiarity of wisdom or judgment? to deem himself
extraordinary in that, to which there are no other
than ordinary means of arriving? to fancy himself
SEEM,
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wiser than any other, whenas (secluding accidental SEEM.
differences, that cannot be accounted for) all men —'——have the same parts and faculties of soul, the same
means and opportunities of improvement, the same
right and liberty of judging about things? Did not
he. Who formeth the spirit of man within him, put Zech.xii.i.
into every man that heavenly mark, whereby we
discern and judge of things ? is not every man concerned in that saying of Elihu, There is a spirit in Job xxxii.
men^, and the inspiration of the Almighty giveth them
understanding? Do not the fountains of knowledge
(natural delight, divine revelation, human instruction, continual experience) stand open to all; and are
no less common to men than is the air they breathe,
and the sun which equally shineth on them all? Is
God, the donor of wisdom, partial in the distribution
of it? doth not that overture reach indifferently to
all. If any man lack wisdom, let him ask of God, james i. £.
who giveth to all men liberally,—and it shall be
given himf may not others be as inquisitive, as
industrious, as sincere as we in the search of truth ?
why not then as successful in finding it? Is there
any private chink, through which light shineth only
upon us, or truth may be espied? is there any cunning
by-path, in which we alone, with more expedition
and security than others in the common roads, can
travel on toward knowledge? What patents have
we to shew for a monopoly of reason? what right
have we to engross any knowledge? who hath
granted us a privilege of sure judgment, or an exemption from error? how can we in trial of things
claim more than a single vote ? or why should our
word have more weight than any other? may not
P 'Ei- /Sporoly.—LXX.
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SEEM, any man with as much reason prefer his judgment
^^' before ours, as we before his ? and if we blame him
for it, do we not thereby condemn ourselves for
doing the like? if we do know but the same things,
or frame the same judgments with others, how can
we be conceited of that which is promiscuous ? if
we pretend to abstruse notions, or hold forth paradoxes, how can that be ground of boasting, seeing
the cause standeth contested by authority no less
than our own, and that it is vain to triumph over
the opinions of others before we have conquered
them? why in such cases is it not reasonable to
presume, that among the many dissenters from us,
there are some who have as much sense as we, and
who have weighed the matter with no less care, no
less indifferency ? I n fine, may not any man with
good cause propound to us that expostulation in
Job XV. 8, J o b : Hast thou heard the secret of God? and dost
^'
thou restrain wisdom to thyself? What knowest
thou, that we know not? what understandest thou,
which is not in us?
Such conceitedness therefore is very absurd; and
it is no less hurtful; for many great inconveniences,
many sad mischiefs spring from it, such as gave the
Isai. V. 21. Prophet cause to denounce. Woe unto them that are
wise in their own eyes, and prudent in th-eir own
conceit: it hath many ways bad influence on our
souls and on our lives; it is often our case, which
was the case of Babylon, when the Prophet said of
Is li. xivii. it. Thy wisdom and thy knowledge hath pei'verted
thee; for thou hast said in thy heart, I am, and
none else beside m.e.
I t is a great bar to the getting wisdom, to the
receiving instruction and right information about

Of Self-Conceit.

103

things«; for he that taketh himself to be abundantly SEEM.
knowing, or incomparably wise, will not care to learn,
'•—
will scorn to be taught; he thence becometh more
incapable of wisdom than a mere idiot; so did Solomon observe, Seest thou, said he, a man wise in his Prov.xxvi.
own conceit? there is more hope of a fool than of him:
of a fool, that is sensible of his ignorance, there may
be hope that he may by instruction become wdse;
but he that taketh himself to want no instruction,
or to be above learning, is in a desperate condition"".
I t rendereth men in doubtful or difficult cases
unwilling to seek, and unapt to take advice; he will
not care for or admit any counsellor but himself;
hence he undertaketh and easily is deceived, and
incurreth disappointment, damage, disasters in his
affairs. As it is most incident to weak, inconsiderate, lazy persons, who have not a capacity, will
not yield attention, or take pains to get right
notions of things, so it doth smother all industry,
consideration, and circumspection; for such persons
think they need no labour in searching truth, no
care in weighing arguments, no diligence in observing things; they can easily at first sight descry
all, and penetrate to the bottom of things; they
have at easy rates the pleasure of fancying themselves wise; why should they spend further pains
to dispossess themselves of that pleasure, or to introduce another less satisfactory ? thus. The sluggard, Prov.xxvi.
as Solomon saith, is wiser in his own conceit, than
seven men that can render a reason.
"^ Hsec est hominis vera sapientia, imperfectum esse se nosse.
Hier. adv. Pelag. Lib. i. [Opp. Tom. iv. p. ii. col. 492.]
Puto multos potuisse ad sapientiam pervenire, nisi putassent
se pervenisse.—Sen. de Tranq. An. [cap. i. 11.]
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SEEM.
I t rendereth us very rash and precipitant in
'. judging; for the first shows of things, or the most
slender arguments, which offer themselves, being
magnified, and aggravated from opinion concerning
ourselves, do sway our judgment, and draw forth a
sudden resolution from us; it must, we presently
suppose, be very reasonable, because it seemeth
reasonable to us.
Hence also we persist obstinate and incorrigible
in error; for what reason can be efficacious to reclaim him whose opinion is the greater reason?
what argument can be ponderous enough to outweigh his authority? how can he (the man of wisdom, the perspicacious and profound person) yield
that he hath erred? how can he part with the satisfaction of being always in the right, or endure the
affi:ont of being any time baffled ?
I t rendereth men peevish and morose, so as to
bear nobody that dissenteth from them, nor to like
any thing which doth not hit their fancy; to cross
their opinion or humour, is to derogate from their
wisdom; and being in their apprehension so injured, they find cause to be angry
I t rendereth them insolent, and imperious in
conversation, so as to dictate, and impose their conceits upon others. H e that is conceited of his own
wisdom, will imagine that, upon that advantage, he
hath a right to prescribe others an obligation to
submit; eo ipso he becometh a common master and
judge; and they are culpable, who will not yield
him a credulous ear, who will not stand to his decision.
Hence also do men become so carping and censorious; for if any man's words do not jump with
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their notions, if any man's actions be not conform- SEEM.
able to their rules, they straightway rise up to con'.—
demn them of folly, of faultiness.
Yea, hence men become intolerably pragmatical; for they conceit themselves better to know
another's concernments than he himself doth, and
so will intrude his advice, will be angry if his advice be not followed.
To such inconveniences and iniquities this ill
disposition exposeth us, and to many others; for it
is, indeed, that in effect, which the Holy Scripture
representeth as the source of all impious and wicked
courses; to which men betray themselves, while,
taking themselves to be wise, they do stiffly adhere
to their own imaginations and devices, although
contrary to the prescriptions of divine wisdom, to
the dictates of common reason, to the admom'tions
of sober and good men; We will, say they in the Jer. xiii.
Prophet, walk after our own d-evices, and we will'"' ^'" '^'
every one do the imagination of his evil heart; and,
/ have spread out my hands all the day unto a re- isai. ixv.2;
bellious people; ivhich walketh in a way that is not "" '
good, after their own thoughts: and. If he blesseth Deut.xxix.
himself saying, I shall have peace, though I walk in '^'
the imagination of my heart: and. So I gave them Ps. ixxxi.
unto their own hearts' lust, and they walked in their Prov. i. 30,
own counsels. These are descriptions of bad men, 1^;^ j^^j
implying self-conceit to be the root of their impiety.
2 Again, we are apt to conceit highly and
vainly of our moral qualities and performances;
taking ourselves for persons rarely good, perfect,
and blameless; apprehending no defects in our
souls, or miscarriages in our lives, although, indeed,
we are as full of blemishes, we are as guilty of
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SEEM, faults as others; There is, saith the Wise IMan, a
LI
'— generation that are pure in their own eyes, and yet
Prov. xxx. ^-^ wo!5 washcd from their filthiness; to this generation we belong, if we admire our virtues, if we
Luke xviii. justify our lives, if (as it is said of the Pharisee) we
9; XVI. 15; ^^^g^ ^^ ourselves that we are righteous.
29.
This practice doth include great folly, and it
produceth great mischiefs.
I t is very foohsh, and argueth the greatest ignorance that can be; for such is the imperfection, the
impotency, the impurity of all men, even of the
wisest and best men, (discernible to them who
search their hearts and try their ways, strictly comparing thein to the rules of duty, God's laws, and
the dictates of reason,) that no man can have reason to be satisfied in himself or in his doings: every
man looking into himself shall find his mind so
pestered with vain and filthy thoughts; his will
so perverse, so froward, so weak, so unsteady; his
desires so fond and unwarrantable; his passions so
disorderly and ungovernable; his affections so misplaced, or at least so cold and dull in regard to their
right objects; his resolutions toward good so weak
and slack; his intentions so corrupt, or mixed with
oblique regards; he that observeth his actions, shall
in the best of them (as to the principles whence
they rise, as to the ends they drive at, as to the
manner of their performance) find so many great
defailances, that he will see cause rather to abhor
than to admire himself.
Who, let me ask, doth love God with all his
soup, so as to place in him his total content and
Hier. in Lucif. cap. vi, [Conveniat unusquisque cor suum,
et in omni vita inveniet, <)uam rarum sit fidelem animam inveniri,
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dehght, so as to do all things out of love to him, SE^EM.
with a regard to his honour and service ? so as to
'-—
be willing and glad to part with all things for his
sake ? who hath that constant and lively sense of
God's benefits and mercies that he should have ?
who hath a perfect resignation of wiU to his pleasure, so as to be displeased with no event dispensed by his hand? who hath such a vigour of
faith and confidence in him, as will support him in
all wants, in all distresses, in all temptations, so as
never to be disquieted or discouraged by them, so
as to cast on God (as he is commanded) all the i Pet. v. 7.
cares of his soul and burdens of his life ? who constantly maintaineth a fervour of spirit, a steadiness
of resolution, a clear and calm frame of soul, an
abstractedness of mind from worldly desires and
delights? who continually is fervent and undistracted in his devotion? who with an unwearied
and incessant diligence doth watch over his
thoughts ? who doth entirely command his passions,
and bridle his appetites? who doth exactly govern
his tongue? who is perpetually circumspect over
his actions? who loveth his neighbour as himself,
seeking his good, and delighting therein as in his
own; being sorry for his adversities, as if they had
befallen himself? who feeleth that contrition of
spirit, that shame, that remorse for his sins, or that
detestation of them, which they deserve? who is
duly sensible of his own unworthiness ? Very few
of us surely, if we examine our consciences, can
answer, that we are they who perform these duties;
and if not, where is any ground of self-conceit?
ut nihil ob glorise cupiditatem, nihil ob rumusculos hominum facial.
—Opp. Tom. IV. p. ii. col. 299.J
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SEEM, how much cause rather is there of dejection, of dis^^" pleasure, of despising and detesting ourselves!
There have, indeed, been sects of men' (such as
the Novatians and the Pelagians) who have pretended to perfection and purity; but these men,
one would think, did never read the Scripture, did
never consult experience, did never reflect on their
minds, did never compare their practice with their
duty; had no conscience at all, or a very blind and
Prov.xx.9. stupid one. Who can say, I have made my heart
Eccies. vii. (^Qan, I am pure from my sin? was a question of
Job be. 20; Solomon, to the which he thought no man could
XXV. 4; iv. answer affirmatively of himself: If I justify myself,
Ps! cxiiii!2. rny own niouth shall condemn me; if I say I am
perfect, it shall prove me perverse; was the asseveration of that person, whose virtue had undergone
James iii. the sovorest trials: In many things we offend all,
2
was the confession of an Apostle in the name of
the wisest and best men.
Such men, indeed, (in contemplation of themselves and of their doings) have ever been ready
to think meanly of themselves, to acknowledge
and bewail their unworthiness, to disclaim all confidence in themselves, to avow their hope wholly
to be reposed in the grace and mercy of God; (in
his grace for ability to perform somewhat of their
duty; in his mercy for pardon of their offences;)
Gen. xxxii. to coufcss themsclves, with Jacob, less than the
p°s'. xxii. 6. least of God's mercies; with David, that they are
i^x.t';tL worms, and no men; with Job, that they are vile,
2, 3and unable to answer God calling them to account.
The Donatists—Remissionem peccatorum sic datis, quasi
nullum habeatis ipsi peccatum, &c.—Optat. Lib. 11. [Cap. xx.
p. 44.]
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in one case of a thousand; that they abhor them- SEEM.
selves, and repent in dust and ashes; that after
1_
they have done all, they are unprofitable servants. ^^^^ ^^"'
And is he not very blind who doth see in himself
those perfections which the greatest. saints could
not descry in themselves ? is he not infinitely vain
that fancieth himself more worthy than they did
take themselves to be ?
In fine, every man is in some kind and degree
bad, sinful, vile; it is as natural for us to be so, as
to be frail, to be sickly, to be mortal: there are
some bad dispositions common to all, and which no
man can put off without his flesh; there are some,
to which every man (from his temper, inclination,
and constitution of body or soul,) is peculiarly subject, the which by no care and pain can be quite
extirpated, but will afford during life perpetual
matter of conffict and exercise to curb them: conceit therefore of our virtue is very foolish.
And it breedeth many great mischiefs.
Hence doth spring a great security, and care- Matt. ix.
lessness of correcting our faults; for taking our-joimix.
selves to be well, we see not any need of cure, ^^'
thence seek none, nor admit any
Yea, hence riseth a contempt of any means
conducible to our amendment, such as good advice
and wholesome reproof; to advise such an one is
to accuse him wrongfully, to reprove him is to
commit an outrage upon his presumed integrity of
virtue. Hence also proceedeth a neglect of imploring the grace and mercy of God; for why
should persons of so great strength crave succour ?
how should they beg pardon, who have so little
sense of guilt? I t is for a weak person to cry.
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SEEM. Lord help me; it is for a publican to pray, God he
merciful unto me a sinner.
Luke xviii.
It breedeth arrogance and presumption even
13in devotions, or addresses to God, inducing such
persons in unseemly manner to justify themselves
before God, to claim singular interest in him, to
mind him, and as it were to upbraid him with their
worthy deeds, to thank him for their imaginaryLuke xviii. excellencies, like the conceited Pharisee; God, I
"' '^' thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers—I fast twice a week, I give
tithes of all that I possess. They cannot demean
themselves toward God as miserable sinners, who
fancy themselves as admirable worthies, and gallants in virtue.
Also, a natural result thereof is a haughty contempt of others, venting itself in a supercilious and
fastuous demeanour; so it was in the Pharisees,
Lukexviu. Who, saith St Luke, trusted in themselves that they
were righteous, and despised others. Such persons,
observing or suspecting defects and misbehaviours
in others, but discerning none in themselves, do
in their opinion advance themselves above their
brethren, and accordingly are prone to behave
themselves toward them: such men as they are, the
especially good men, the godly, the saints, the
flower of mankind, the choice ones, the darlings
of God, and favourites of Heaven, the special
objects of divine love and care: others are impure
and profane, rejectaneous and reprobate people, to
whom God beareth no good-will or regard; hence
proceedeth a contemptuous disregard or estrangedness toward other men; like that of those separatists in the Prophet, who, notwithstanding they
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were a people provoking God to anger continually SEEM.
to his face, were yet, in conceit of their own special
purity, ready to say, Stand by thyself, come not g^^j'
near to me, for I am holier than thou: whereas
those who, soberly reflecting on their nature, their
hearts, their ways, do frame a right judgment of
themselves, can hardly esteem any man worse than
themselves; they perceive themselves so frail, so
defectuous, so culpable, as to find great reason for
their compliance with those apostolical precepts;
In lowliness of mind, let each man esteem others Phii. ii. 3.
better than himself; In honour prefer one another. Eom. xii.
This likewise disposeth men to expect more than '°'
ordinary regard from others; and they are much
displeased, if they find it not in degree answerable
to their conceit of themselves; taking them for
sUly, envious, or injurious persons, who forbear to
yield it: such excellent persons must in all things
be humoured, and cockered, otherwise you greatly
wrong them.
Hence also such men easily become discontented
and impatient; for if they be crossed in any thing,
if any misfortune toucheth them, they take it very
ill; supposing they deserve it not, but are worthy
of better usage and fortune.
I n fine, as this causeth a man to behave himself
untowardly in respect to all others, (toward God
and toward his neighbour,) so thence he most unbeseemingly carrieth himself toward himself; he
is no faithful friend, no good companion to himself,
but a fond minion, a vile flatterer, or a profane
idolater of himself: for (like Narcissus) being
transported with conceit of his own incomparable
beauty or excellency, he maketh love to and courteth
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SEEM, himself; finding delight in such conceit, he by
^ :
all means cherisheth it, glozing and flattering himPs. xxxvi. ^^j^ ^^^ ^j^g Psalm hath it) in his own eyes ; representing his qualities to his imagination in false
shapes, he devoutly adoreth those idols of his
brain. Further,
3 Self-conceit is also frequently grounded upon
other inferior advantages; upon gifts of nature, (as
strength, activity, beauty;) upon gifts of fortune,
(so called,) as birth, wealth, dignity, power, fame,
success; upon these things men ordinarily much
value themselves, and are strangely puffed up with
vain opinion, taking themselves from them to be
great and happy persons: but seeing (as we touched
Ibefore) these things are in themselves httle valuable, (as serving no great purpose, nor furthering
our true happiness;) seeing they are not commendable, (as not depending on our free choice, but
proceeding from nature or chance;) seeing they are
not durable or certain, but easily may be severed
from us; the vanity of self-conceit founded on them
is very notorious, and I shall not insist more to
declare it; I shall only recommend the Prophet's
Jer. ix. 23, advice concerning such things: Let not the wise
man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty
man glory in his might, let not the rich man glory
in his riches: but let him, that glorieth glory in this,
that he understandeth and knoweth me, that I am
the Lord which exercise lovingkindness, judgment,
and righteousness in the earth: that is, nothing
within us or about us should elevate our minds,
excepting the assurance that God doth govern the
world, being ready to protect and succour us, to
dispense mercy and justice to us; so that how
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weak and helpless soever in ourselves, yet, con- SEEM.
fiding in him, we shall never be overwhelmed by
'-—
any wrong or misfortune.
So much concerning self-conceit; the other parts
of vicious self-love may be reserved to another
occasion.

B. S. VOL. IV.

SERMON LIL
OF SELF-CONFIDENCE, ,SELF-COMPLACENCE,
SELF-WILL, AND SELF-INTEREST, &c.

2 TIM. I I I . 2.
For men shall he lovers of themselves, ^c.
I I . A N O T H E R like culpable kind of self-love is
'-—
J-JL. t h a t of Self-confidence; when men beyond
reason, and vrithout regard unto God's providence,
do rely upon themselves and their own abilities,
imagining that, without God's direction and help, by
the contrivances of their own wit and discretion, by
the prevalency of their own strength and courage, by
their industrious care, resolution, and activity, they
can compass any design, they can attain any good,
they can arrive to the utmost of their desires, and
become sufficiently happy^; not considering, that of
Dan.v. 23. God [In whose hand our breath is, and whose are all
Job xii. 10. our ways; In whose hand is the soul of every living
thing, and the breath of all mankind) all our being
and all our ability do absolutely depend; that he
manageth and turneth all things, dispensing success
according to his pleasure; that no good thing can
be performed Avithout the supply and succour of his
grace, nothing can be achieved without the concurSEEM.

OoTis yap avTos fj cPpovelv povos. boKe7,
H yXacraav, r)v OVK aXXoj ^ •^vxriv exeiv,
OvToi bianrvx^evres
ar^Brja-av Kevoi.—

Soph. Antig. [707.]
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rence of his providence; that. The way of man is SEEM
not in himself it is not in man that walketh to direct
his steps; that. The preparations of the heart in ProV^^xvi.'
man, and the answer of the tongue, is from the 2'i?ix.^24.
Lord; that, although A man's heart deviseth his
way, yet the Lord directeth his steps; that. No king Ps.xxxiii.
is saved by the multitude of an host, a mighty man
is not delivered by much stixngth, a hoi'se is a vain
thing for safety; The race is not to the swiff, nor the Eccies. ix.
battle to the strong; that (as St Paul, one abundantly furnished with abilities suiting his designs as
any man can be, doth acknowledge) We are not ^^or. iii.
sufficient of ourselves to think any thing, but our
sufficiency is of God: these oracles of truth, and
even dictates of reason, no less than principles of
Religion, they consider not, who confide in their
own abilities, with which nature or fortune do seem
to have furnished them.
This is that instance of self-love, which the
Wise IMan biddeth us to beware of: Trust, saith Prov. iii. s,
he, in the Lord with all thine heart, and lean not to
thine own understanding; in all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. This is
that which he condemneth as foolish, and opposite
to wise proceeding: He that trusteth in his own Prov.
heart is a fool; but whoso walketh wisely shall be
delivered.
This is that which smothereth devotion, and
keepeth men from having recourse to God; while
they think it needless to ask for that which they
have in their power, or have means of obtaining";
this consequently depriveth them of divine aid,
.<Equum mi animum ipse parabo.—
[Hor. Ep. I. 18. 112.]
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which is afforded only to those who seek it, and
' confide therein.
This often engageth men to attempt things
rashly, and causeth them to come off unhappily;
God interposing to cross them, with purpose to
cure their error, or confound their presumption.
From hence, if God ever suffereth their attempt
to prosper, they sacrilegiously and profanely arroHabak. i. gate to themselves the success, sacrificing to their
Isai. X. 13. own net, and saying with him in the Prophet, By
the strength of my hand have I done it, and by my
wisdom; for I am prudent.
This causeth most men to fail of true content
here, and. of happiness finally; while taking them
to be, where they are not, at home, within their
own hand or reach, they neglect to search after
them abroad, there where they only do lie, in the
hand and disposal of God.
I I I . A like act of blameable self-love is Selfcomplacence, that is, greatly delighting in one's self,
or in the goods which he fancieth himself to enjoy,
or in the works which he performeth; when men, in
contemplation of their works and achievements, go
strutting about, and saying with that vain prince,
Dan.iv.30. Is not this great Babylon, that I have built? when,
reflecting on their possessions, they applaud and
bless themselves, like the rich man in the Gospel,
Luke xii. Soul, (saith he, looking upon his accumulated
store,) thou hast much goods laid up for many years.
Such vain soliloquies do men ordinarily make! Thou
hast (saith a man to himself) rare endowments of
soul; a wonderful skill and ability in this and that
matter; thou art master of excellent things; thou
hast managed very important business, hast accomSEEM,
Lll
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plished hard designs, hast achieved brave feats, SEEM.
with great dexterity and admirable success, by thy
1_
wit and industry; thou hast framed and vented
very curious orations, very facetious speeches, verynervous and pithy discourses; thou hast put obligations upon this man and that; thou hast got much
credit and interest amongst men; the world much
looketh on thee, loveth and prizeth thee hugely,
resoundeth with thy fame and praise; surely thy
worth is notable, thy deserts are egregious; how
happy art thou in being such a person, in performing such things, in enjoying such advantages! Thus
with a spurious and filthy pleasure do men reflect
upon and revolve in their minds the goods they
deem themselves to possess, and the favourable
occurrences that seem to befall them; being fond
of their own qualities and deeds as of their children, which, however they are in themselves, do
always appear handsome and towardly unto them;
any little thing is great and eminent, any ordinary
thing is rare, any indifferent thing is excellent to
them, because it is theirs; out of any thing, how
dry and insipid soever it is in itself, they suck a
vain amd foolish pleasure.
Hence is that honest and pure delight which
they should taste in faith and love toward God, in
the hope of future celestial things, in the enjoyment
of spiritual blessings, in the conscience of virtuous
practice, quite choked or greatly damped.
Hence also that hearty contrition and sober sadness, which, by reflection upon their great defects
and frequent miscarriages, they should continually
maintain in their souls, is utterly stifled.
Hence also that charitable complacency in the
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SEEM, welfare, and condolency with the adversities of their
L "L^I_
ll.
brethren, is suppressed; hence cannot they be satisfied with any thing done by others, they cannot
apprehend the worthy deserts, they cannot render
due commendation to the good deeds of their
neighbour; for while men are so pleased with their
own imaginary fehcities, they cannot well discern,
they will not be duly affected with, the real advantages or disasters of themselves or of others.
I V Another culpable kind of self-love is Selfwill, [aCddheia, pleasing one's self in his choice,
and proceeding without or against reason;) when
a man unaccountably or unreasonably, with obstinate resolution, pursueth any course offensive to
others or prejudicial to himself, so that he will not
hearken to any advice, nor yield to any consideration diverting him from his purpose, but putteth off
all with a—Sit pro ratione voluntas": Say what
you can, let what will come on it, I will do as I
please, I will proceed in my own way; so I am resolved, so it shall be*^
This is that generally which produceth in men
the wilful commission of sin, although apparently
contrary to their own interest and welfare, depriving them of the best goods, bringing on them most
heavy mischiefs; this causeth them irreclaimably
to persist in impenitence. Hence do they stop their
ears against wholesome counsel; they harden their
hearts against most pathetical and softening dis<= [Juv. VI. 223.]
Tlepl av av dna^ TI ewro), prfKeri pov avdis nvdrj.—NerO apud
Dion. Cass. [Lib. LXII. cap. 13. Tom. ii. p. 1011.]
Ot dpadets Icrx^poyvdipoves.—Synes. Calv. [Verbatim. Kat yap
cpadeh ovres, laxvpoyvdpoves 6iVt.— Calvitii Encon. Opp. p. 71 D.]
Vid. .Son. Ep. xxiii. do Benof. iv. 38. Epict. Diss. ii. 15.
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courses: they withdraw their shoulder; they stiffen SEEM.
their neck against all sober precepts, admonitions,
and reproofs; they defeat all means and methods jer.'^'.lt,
of correction; they will not hear God commanding, ceut.xxxi.
entreating, promising, threatening, encouraging, ^7-^^.^^.
chastising; they will not regard the advices and
reprehensions of friends; the most apparent consequences of damage, disgrace, pain, perdition, upon
their ill courses will not stir them; their will is
impregnable against the most powerful attempts to
win and better them: let all the wisdom in the
world solicit them, with a Turn at my reproof; it i. 23,25,
shall have occasion to complain, They would none of
my counsel, they despised all my reproof.
This is that also more particularly, which breedeth so much mischief to the public, which pestereth
and disturbeth private conversation: this maketh
conversation harsh, and friendship intolerable®.
Hence are men in their demeanour so peevish
and froward, so perverse and cross-grained, so stiff
and stubborn'; with much inconvenience to others,
and commonly with more to themselves.
Hence will they not submit to the commands of
their superiors, they wiU not comply with the customs of their country, they will not be complaisant
in conversation; but every where raise factious
oppositions, kindle fierce contentions, maintain disorderly singularities: they care not how, for enjoying their humour, they break the peace of the world,
^

Tovro) b' dvbpl prjT e'lrjv (piXos
Mijre ^vveirjv, o(TTii avTapKrj (ppovelv
lienoide, bovXovs TOVS (piXovs
rjyovpevos,—

Eurip. [^ol. Fra.g. xiv.]
Avdabeia eprjpia ^vvocKos.

Plat, ad Dion. Ep. iv. [321 c ]
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they disturb the order of things, they create tumults
^^^' and troubles in any society, they bring vexations
and mischiefs on others, on themselves. They do
not consider or value the great harm they bring
upon the public, nor how much themselves do suffer
by it; so they have their will, what if the state be
plunged into confusion and trouble; what if their
neighbours be sorely incommoded ; what if themselves lose their ease and pleasure?
I t must be just as they will have it; what if ten
to one think otherwise; what if generally the wisest
men are agreed to the contrary; what if the most
pressing necessity of affairs do not admit it; what
if public authority (those whom all equity doth constitute judges, and to whom God himself hath committed the arbitration thereof) do not allow it? yet
so it must be, because they fancy it, otherwise they
will not be quiet: so do they sacrifice the greatest
benefits of society (public order and peace, mutual
love and friendship, common safety and prosperity)
to their private will and humour.
This is that which St Paul so often did forbid
in word, and discountenanced in practice: for the
edification of others, to procure advantage to his
endeavours, to shun offence, to preserve concord and
amity, he waved pleasing his own desire and fancy,
he complied with the conceits and humours even of
those who were most ignorant and weak in judgment; he even subjected and enslaved himself to
the pleasure of others, directing us to do the like:
r.om.xv.T, We then, saith he, that are strong, ought to bear the
'' ^'
infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves:
let every one of us please his neighbour for his good
to edification; for even Christ pleased not himself,
SEEM,
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(he adjoineth the great example of our Lord to SEEM.
enforce his own). Again; Give none offence, saith
he, even as I please all men in all things, not seeking g^^"^:/";
mine own profit, but the profit of the many, that
they may be saved: Be ye [hevein) followers of me,
as I am of Christ: and again. To the weak becavne i Cor. ix.
I as weak, that I might gain the weak; lam made " ' '^"
all things to all men, that I might by all means save
some: Though I be free from all men, (that is,
although I have no superior that can command me,
or oblige me in these matters,) yet have I made
myself servant to all, that I might gain the more.
What this excellent person was in this instance of
managing ecclesiastical discipline, and promoting
the Gospel, that, both in the same cases, and in the
prosecution of all other designs, in all our conversation and practice, should we likewise be.
We should in no case indulge our own humour
or fancy, but ever look to the reason of the thing,
and act accordingly, whatever it requireth.
We should never act without striving with competent application of mind to discern clearly some
reason why we act; and from observing the dictates
of that reason, no unaccountable cause should pervert us: blind will, headstrong inclination, impetuous -passion, should never guide, or draw, or
drive us to any thing; for this is not to act like a
man, but as a beast, or rather worse than a beast;
for beasts operate by a blind instinct indeed, but
such as is planted in them by a superior wisdom,
unerringly directing them to a pursuit of their true
good: but man is left in manu concilii sui, is obliged wisd.i. 12.
(under sore penalties) not to follow blind inclina- ^^™*' ^'^•
tions or instinct; but to act with serious deliberation
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and choice, to observe explicit rules and reso'-— lutions of reason.
V Another culpable sort of self-love is that of
iCor. X. Self-interest^; when men inordinately or immode24
rately do covet and strive to procure for themselves
these worldly goods, merely because profitable or
pleasant to themselves, not considering or regarding
the good of others, according to the rules of justice,
of humanity, of Christian charity; when their
affections, their cares, their endeavours do mainly
tend to the advancement, advantage, or dehght of
themselves; they little caring what cometh on it,
who loseth, who suffereth thereby
They look upon themselves as if they were aU
the world, and no man beside concerned therein, or
considerable to them; that the good state of things
is to be measured by their condition; that all is
well, if they do prosper and thrive; all is ill, if they
are disappointed in their desires and projects.
The good of no man, not of their brethren, not
of their friends, not of their country, doth come
with them under consideration; what scandals do
arise, what disorders are committed, what mischiefs
are caused, they matter not, if they get somewhat
thereby: what if the Church or State be reproached,
what if the neighbourhood be offended or disturbed,
what if the world cry out and complain, if they
become richer by it, or have their passion gratified,
or find some pleasure in it ?
This is the chief spring of injustice; for from
hence it is, that oftentimes men regard not what
coui-ses they take, what means they use, (how
unjust, how base soever they be,) toward the
SEEM,

'^ Vid. Chrys. in 1 Cor. Or. xxv. [Opp. Tom. in. p. 405]
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compassing their designs; hence they trample upon SEEM.
right, they violate all laws and rules of conscience,
'—
they falsify their trusts, they betray their friends,
they supplant their neighbour, they flatter and collogue, they wind about and shuffle any way, they
detract from the worth and virtue of any man,
they forge and vent odious slanders, they commit
any sort of wrong and outrage, they (without regard or remorse) do any thing, which seemeth to
further their design.
This is the great source of uncharitableness;
for from hence men affect no man otherwise than
he seemeth able to serve their turn; the poor therefore is ever slighted and neglected by them as
unserviceable; the rich only is minded and respected as capable to promote their ends; they
become hard-hearted toward others, not considering or commiserating their case; they will part
with nothing from themselves to those who need
their relief; they delight in nothing which doth
not make for their advantage; all their shows of
friendship and respect are mercenary, and mere
trade; they do nothing gratis, or for love.
This is the great root of all the disorders and
mischiefs in the world; this self-love prompteth
men to those turbulent scramblings and scufflings,
whereby good order is confounded; this engageth
them to desert their stations, to transgress their
bounds, to invade and encroach upon others with
fraud and violence: did men with any conscionable
moderation mind and pursue their own private
interest, all those fierce animosities, those fiery
contentions, those bitter emulations, those rancorous grudges, those calumnious supplantings, those
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SEEM, perfidious cozenages, those outrageous violences,
'-— those factious confederacies, those seditious murmurings and tumultuous clamours, would vanish
and cease ; self-interest it is that gives life and
nourishment to all such practices, the which embroil the world in discord and disorder. I t is not out
of pure madness or wanton humour that commonly
men engage themselves and others in those base
and troublesome courses, but out of design to get
by it*"; hope of gain to be raked out of public ruins
and disorders is the principle that moveth them,
the reward they propound to themselves for their
pains in meddling, toward the promoting them;
like those who set fire on the town, that they may
get opportunity to rifle and pillage.
H e that taketh himself to be as but one man,
(naturally like and equal to others,) conceiving
that he ought to consider the interest and right
of other men in the same rank with his own, that
he in reason should be contented with that share
which ariseth to him by fair means'; who thence
resolveth to be satisfied with his own lot, to abide
quiet in his station, to yield the same deference
and comphance to others which he can presume
or pretend to receive from them; who desires only
to enjoy the gifts of Providence and the fruits of
his industry in a due subordination to the public
peace and welfare; he will not easily strive or
struggle for preferments, he will not foment emulations or factions for his advantage, he will never
Nullum furor egit in arma.
Bella petunt magna victi mercede.
Ut enim quisque maxime ad suum commodum refert, quwcumqueagit,itaminime est vir bonus; ut,quivirtutempra3mio metiuntur,
nullarn virtutem nisi malitiam putent, &c.—Cic. de Log. i. [18. 49.]
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design to cozen or supplant, to detract or calumniate SEEM.
for advancement of his ends; he thence will not con
'—
tribute to the mischiefs and troubles in the world.
Self-interest therefore is the great enemy to
the commonweal; that which perverteth all right,
which confoundeth all order, which spoileth all the
convenience and comfort of society.
I t is a practice indeed (this practice of pursuing
self-interest so vehemently, so especially above all
things) which is looked upon and cried up as a
clear and certain point of wisdom; the only solid
wisdom; in comparison whereto those precepts,
which prescribe the practice of strict justice, ingenuous humanity, free charity, are but pedantical
tattles, or notions merely chimerical; so the world
now more than ever seemeth to judge, and accordingly to act; and thence is the state of things
visibly so bad and calamitous; thence so little
honesty in dealings, thence so little settlement in
affairs are discernible. But how false that judgment is will appear if the case be weighed in the
balance of pure reason; and most foolish it will
appear being scanned according to the principles
of Religion.
In reason, is it not very absurd that any man
should look upon himself as more than a single person; that he should prefer himself before another,
to whom he is not in any respect superior; that
he should advance his own concernment above the
pubhc benefit, which comprehendeth his good, and
without which his good cannot subsist? Can any
man rationally conceive, that he can firmly thrive
or persist in a quiet and sweet condition, when he
graspeth to himself more than is due or fitting.
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SEEM, when he provoketh against himself the emulation,
Lll.
the competition, the opposition, the hatred, and
obloquy of all or of many other persons?
]May not any man reasonably have the same
apprehensions and inclinations as we may have?
may not any man justly proceed in the same manner
as we may do? will they not, seeing us mainly to
affect our private interest, be induced, and in a
manner forced, to do the hke? Thence what end
can there be of progging and scrambling for things?
and in the confusion thence emergent, what quiet,
what content can we enjoy?
Again; doth not nature, by implanting in our
constitution a love of society and aversation from
solitude, inchnations to pity and humanity, pleasant
complacencies in obliging and doing courtesies to
others, appetites of honour and good esteem from
others, aptness to approve and hke the practices of
justice, of fidelity, of courtesy, of beneficence, capacities to yield succour and benefit to our brethren,
dictate unto us, that our good is inseparably connected and complicated with the good of others, so
that it cannot without its own impairing subsist
alone, or be severed from the good of others; no
more than a limb can without suffering and destruction be torn from the whole ?
Is there not to all men in some measure, to
some men in a higher degree, a generosity innate,
most lovely and laudable to all; which disposeth
men with their own pain, hazard, and detriment to
succour and relieve others in distress, to serve the
public, and promote the benefit of society; so that
inordinately to regard private interest doth thwart
the reason and wisdom of nature ?

Of Self-interest.

127

The frame of our nature, indeed, speaketh, that ^ ^n^'
we are not born for ourselves; we shall find man, if ^^^ .^
we contemplate him, to be a nobler thing than to ]--i- , ^
. p

have been designed to serve himself, or to satisfy
his single pleasure; his endowments are too excellent, his capacities too large for so mean and narrow
purposes'". How pitiful a creature were man, if this
were all he was made for! how sorry a faculty were
reason, if it served not to better uses! he debaseth
himself, he disgraceth his nature, who hath so low
conceits, and pursueth so petty designs.
Nay, even a true regard to our own private
good will engage us not inordinately to pursue selfinterest ; it being much hugged will be smothered
and destroyed.
As we are aU born members of the world, as we
are compacted into the commonwealth, as we are
incorporated into any society, as we partake in any
conversation or company, so by mutual support,
aid, defence, comfort, not only the common welfare
first, but our particular benefit consequently doth
subsist; by hindering or prejudicing them, the public
first, in consequence our particular doth suffer: our
thriving by the common prejudice will in the end
turn to our own loss. As if one member sucketh
too much nourishment to itself, and thence swelleth
into an exorbitant bulk, the whole thence incurreth
disease, so coming to perish or languish; whence
consequently that irregular member will fall into a
Nee sibi, sed toti genitum se credere mundo.—
[Lucan. Phars. ii. 383.]
NuUosque Catonis in actus
Subrepsit, partemque tulit sibi nata voluptas.—
[Id. II. 390.]

(St Paul.)
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SEEM, participation of ruin or decay: so it is in the state
^— of human corporations; he that in ways unnatural
or unjust (for justice is that in human societies,
which nature is in the rest of things) draweth unto
himself the juice of profit or pleasure, so as thence
to grow beyond his due size, doth thereby not only
create distempers in the public body, but worketh
mischief and pain to himself; he must not imagine
to escape feeling somewhat of the inconvenience
and misery which ariseth from public convulsions
and disorders.
So doth reason plainly enough dictate; and Religion with clearer evidence and greater advantage
discovereth the same.
Its express precepts are, that we should aim to
love our neighbour as ourselves, and therefore
should tender his interests as our own; that we
should not in competition with the greater good of
our neighbour regard our own lesser good; that we
should not seek our own things, but concern ourselves in the good of others; that we should not
consult our own ease and pleasure, but should conPhii. ii. 4. tentedly bear the burdens of our brethren: Look not
every man to his own things, hut every man also to the
I Cor. X. things of others; Let no man seek his own, hut every
fiai. vi. 2. waw another's wealth; Bear one another's burdens,
I Oca-, xiii. and so fulfil the law of Christ; Charity seeketh not its
^'
own: these are apostolical precepts and aphorisms;
these are fundamental rules and maxims of our holy
Religion.
I t chargeth us industriously to employ our
pains, liberally to expend our goods, yea (in some
cases) wihingly to expose and devote our lives for
the benefit of our brethren.
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It recommendeth to us the examples of those SEEM.
LIT

who have underwent unspeakable pains, losses, dis'•—
graces, troubles, and inconveniences of all kinds,
for the furthering the good of others; the examples
of our Lord and of his Apostles, who never in any
case regarded their own interests, but spent and
sacrificed themselves to the public welfare of mankind.
It representeth us not only as brethren of one
family, who should therefore kindly favour, assist,
and grace one another, but as members of one spiritual body, (Members one of another,) compacted Eom.xii.5.
by the closest bands of common alliance, affection, 25.
and interest; whose good much consisteth in the 15°™''""
good of each other; who should together rejoice,
and condole with one another; who should care for
one another's good as for our own; looking upon
ourselves to gain by the advantage, to thrive in the
prosperity, to be refreshed with the joy, to be graced
with the honour, to be endamaged by the losses, to
be afflicted with the crosses of our brethren; so
that. If, as St Paul saith, one member suffer, all the i Cor. xii.
members suffer with it; if one member be honoured,
all the members rejoice with it.
These are the principal kinds of vicious self-love;
there are further some special acts of kin to them,
sprouting from the same stock; which I shall touch:
such as Vain-glory, Arrogance, Talking of one's
self. Thinking about one's self.
I. Vain-glory'.—When a regard to the opinion,
or desire of the esteem of men is the main principle from which their actions do proceed, or the
Mij yiva>pe6a Kevobo^oi.— G;il. v. 26.
Vid. Chrys. in 2 Cor. Orat. xxix. Opp. Tom. in. p . 702-3.
B. S. VOL. IV
9
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SEEM, chief end which they propound to themselves, in'— stead of conscience, of duty, love and reverence
of God, hope of the rewards promised, a sober
regard to their true good, this is vain-glory. Such
Matt. vi. -,^as the vain-glory of the Pharisees, who fasted,
5. '
who prayed, who gave alms, who did all their works,
that they might be seen of men, and from them
obtain the reward of estimation and applause:
Phii.ii.3. this is that which St Paul forbiddeth; Let nothing
he done out of strife or vain-glory.
When men affect and delight in praise from
mean or indifferent things; as from secular dignity,
power, wealth, strength, beauty, wit, learning, eloPs. xiix. quence,' wisdom, or craft: as, There are many,
saith the Psalmist, that boast themselves in the multitude of their riches. Nebuchadnezzar was raised
with the conceit of having built a palace for the
glory of his majesty; Herod was puffed with applause for his oration; the philosophers were
vain in the esteem procured by their pretence
to wisdom""; the Pharisees were elevated with the
praise accruing from external acts of piety, (fasting
twice a week, making long prayers, tithing mint
and cumin;) all which things being in themselves
of little worth, the affecting of praise from them
Eom. ii. 7. is manifestly frivolous and vain. Honour should
be affected only from true virtue and really good
works.
Phil.iii.19.
Those who seek glory from evil things, [Who
glory in their shame,) from presumptuous transgression of God's law, (hectorly profaneness and
debauchery,) from outrageous violence, from overreaching craft.
<Paa-KovTes eivai ao<poi.—Rom.

i. 22.
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When men affect praise immoderately, not SEEM.
being content with that measure of good reputation
'—
which naturally doth arise from a virtuous and
blameless hfe. A s all other goods, so this should
be affected moderately; it is not worth industry,
or a direct aim.
When they are unwilhng to part with the
esteem of men upon any account, but rather will
desert their duty than endure disgrace, prizing the
opinion of men before the favour and approbation
of God; as it is said of those rulers, who believed in
our Lord, but because of the Pharisees did not
confess him, that they might not be put out of the
synagogue. For they loved the glory of men, rather John xn.
than the glory that is of God; and those to whom '^^'
our Saviour said. How can ye believe, who receive v. 44glory from one another, but do not seek the glory
that is of God?
When they pursue it irregularly, are cunning
and pohtic to procure it, hunt for it in oblique ways,
lay gins, traps, and baits for it; such are ostentation
of things commendable, fair speeches, kind looks
and gestures, devoid of sincerity, &c. Such ways
ambitious and popular men do use.
This practice is upon many accounts vain and
culpable", and it produceth great inconvenience.
I It is vain, because unprofitable. Is it not a
foolish thing for a man to affect that which little
concerneth him to have, which having he is not
considerably benefited? Such manifestly is the
good opinion of men; how doth that reach us ?
To eiiTfXcs TOVTO bo^dpiov KOI dnoiTTvo-Tov. — Greg. Naz. [Ep.
CLXxviii. Opp. Tom. II. p. 147 B.]

9—2
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SEEM. Do w6 feel the commotions of their fancy? doth
'-— their breath blow us any good ?
2 I t is vain, because uncertain" How easily are
the judgments of men altered! how fickle are their
conceits! the wind of heaven is not more fleeting
and variable than the wind of popular air. In a
trice the case is turned with them; they admire and
scorn, they approve and condemn, they applaud and
reproach, they court and persecute the same person,
as their fancy is casually moved, or as fortune doth
favour a person. Histories are full of instances
of persons who have been now the favourites of
the people, presently the objects of their hatred
and oblcfquy.
3 I t is vain, because unsatisfactory P. HOW can
a man be satisfled with the opinion of bad judges;
who esteem a man without good grounds, commonly
for things not deserving regard; who cannot discern those things which really deserve esteem, good
principles and honest intention? These only God
can know, these only wise and good men can well
guess at: it is therefore vain much to prize any
judgment but that of God and of wise men, which
Eccius. XV. are but few. Praise becometh not the mouth of a

fool.
How also can a man rationally be pleased with
the commendation of others^, who is sensible of his
°
^

•J

Qui dedit hoc hodie, eras, si volet, auferet.—
[Hor. Ep. 1. 16. 33.]
Stultus honores
Ssepe dat indignis.—
[Id. Sat. I. 6. 15.]
Falsus honor juvat, et mendax infamia terret,
Quem nisi mendosum ?—
[Id. Ep. I. 16. 39.]

Of Vain-Glory.

133

so great defects, and conscious to himself of so SEEM.
many miscarriages? which considering, he should ^^^'
be ashamed to receive, he should in himself blush
to own any praise.
4 I t is vain, because fond. I t is ugly and unseemly to men; they despise nothing more than
acting out of this principle. I t misbecometh a man
to perform things for so pitiful a reward, or to look
upon it as a valuable recompense for his performances, there being considerations so vastly greater
to induce and encourage him; the satisfaction of
conscience, the pleasing God, and procuring his
favour; the obtaining eternal happiness.
5 I t is vain, because unjust. If we seek glory
to ourselves, we wrong God thereby, to whom the
glory thereof is due. If there be in us any natural
endowment considerable, (strength, beauty, wit,) it
is from God, the Author of our being and life: is
there any supervenient or acquisite perfection, (as
skiU, knowledge, wisdom,) it is from God, who gave
us the means and opportunities of getting it, who
guided our proceeding and blessed our industry: is
there any advantage of fortune belonging to us, (as
dignity, power, wealth,) it is the gift of God, who
dispenseth these things, who disposeth all things by
his providence: is there any virtuous disposition in
us, or any good work performed by us, it is the
production of God, Who worketh in us to will and Phii. ii.
to do according to his good pleasure: have we any
good that we can call our own, that we have independently and absolutely made or purchased to ourselves; if not any, why do we assume to ourselves
the glory of it, as if we were its makers or authors ?
it is St Paul's expostulation; Who made thee to rOor.vi.7.
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?EEM. differ? what hast thou, which thou didst not receive?
LII.
and if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as
John iii. ^j-fj^^^ j^^^gf ^^f received it?
This is that which maketh this vice so odious to
God, who is sensible of the injury done him, in robbing him of his due honour: how sensible he is he
shewed in that great instance of smiting Herod with
Acts xii. a miraculous vengeance; because he did not give
the glory to God, but arrogated glory to himself,
receiving with complacence the profane flatteries of
Isai. xiii. the people. H e hath said, / will not give my glory
to another.
6 I t is vain, because mischievous. I t corrupteth
our mind .with a lewd pleasure, which choketh the
purer pleasures of a good conscience, spiritual joy
and peace.
I t incenseth God's displeasure, who cannot
endure to see us act out of so mean and base a
principle.
I t depriveth us of the reward due to good works,
performed out of pure conscience, and other genuine
Matt. vi. principles of piety. 'ATre^ouort TOV ixmOov, They have
their reward.
7 I t is vain, because unbeseeming us.
I t is observable, that the word S?n signifieth to
praise or applaud, and also to infatuate or mak
mad.
Glory doth sit unhandsomely upon us, who are
so weak and frail, who are so impure and sinful, who
are so liable to reproach and blame: it is like purple
Job xii. 17. on a beggar—a panegyric upon a fly. When aU is
25^'' '^ '^' said that can be well of us, we are ridiculous, because a thousand times more might be said to our
disparagement and disgrace. For one good quality
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we have many bad, for one good deed we have done SEEM,
numberless evil. The best things we have or do,. LIL
yield greater matter of dispraise than commendation, being full of imperfection and blemish.
Absolutely so; comparatively much more; what
are we in comparison to God; whose excellency if
we consider, and our distance from his perfections,
how can we admit commendation ? how can we take
any share of that which is wholly his due ?
If we consider even the blessed angels and saints,
and how far short we come of them; what can we
say, but praise them who are so worthy, and abhor
ourselves who are so vile?
Seeing there are such objects of praise, how
can it be conferred on a mortal, vile, wretched creature?
I I . Arrogance.—When a man (puffed up with
conceit of his own abilities, or unmeasurably affecting himself) doth assume to himself that which
doth not belong to him; (more than in reason
and justice is his due in any kind, more honour,
more power, more wisdom, &c.)
When he encroacheth on the rights, invadeth the
liberties, intrudeth into the offices, intermeddleth
with the businesses, imposeth on the judgments of
others. When he will be advising, teaching, guiding,
checking, controlling others, without their leave or

liking.
When he will unduly be exercising judgment
and censure upon the persons, qualities, and actions
of his neighbour.
These are instances and arguments of vicious
self-love. H e that doth rightly understand and
duly affect himself will contain himself within his
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own bounds, will mind his own affairs, will suffer
every man undisturbedly to use his own right and
liberty in judging and acting.
The effects of this practice are, dissensions, dissatisfactions, grudges, &c.; for men cannot endure
such fond and unjust usurpations upon their rights,
their liberties, their reputations.
I I I . Talking of one's self—UepiavToXoyla, Talking about one's selfi^ an effect and manifest sign of
immoderate self-love.
To talk much of one's self, of his own quahties,
of his concernments, of his actions, so as either
downrightly to commend one's self, or obliquely to
insinuate grounds of commendation; to catch at
praise; or, however, to drive on our own designs
and interests therebyI t is an argument of self-love, proceeding from a
fulness of thought concerning one's self, and a fond
Matt. xii. affection to one's own things; [Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh; assuredly
we think much of that, and we like it greatly, concerning which we are prompt to discourse: the
imaginations and affections discharge themselves at
the mouth.)
This is a foolish and hurtful practice. For,
I I t is vain, and hath no effect. We thereby
seek to recommend ourselves to the opinion of men;
but we fail therein ;.-»for our words gain no belief.
For no man is looked upon as a good judge or a
faithful witness in his own case; a good judge and
a faithful witness must be indifferent and disinterested; but every man is esteemed to be favourable,
to be partial in his opinion concerning himself; to
be apt to strain a point of truth and right in passing
SEEM,
LII.
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testimony or sentence upon himself: he therefore SEEM
LII.
that speaketh of himself is not believed, his words.
have no good effect on the hearers: it is true what
the Wise IMan observeth; Most men will proclaim- Prov. xx.
every one his own goodness, but a faithful man
who can find? (but it is hard to find one who, in
making report or passing judgment concerning himself, will be faithful and just.) Kav^^aaQm ov GVfxfpepei 2 C!or. xii,
fXOl.

'•

2 Yea it usually hath a contrary effect, and
destroyeth that which it aimeth at. Self-commendation is so far from procuring a good opinion,
that it breedeth an evil one.
IMen have a prejudice against what is said, as
proceeding from a suspected witness; one who is
biassed by self-love and bribed by self-interest to
impose upon them: Not he that commendeth him- 2 Oor. x.
self is approved.
'^'
It is fastidious, as impertinent, insignificant, and
insipid''; spending time, and beating their ears to
no purpose; they take it for an injury to suppose
them so weak as to be moved by such words, or
forced into a good conceit.
It is odious and invidious; for all men do love
themselves, no less than we ourselves; and cannot
endure to see those who affect to advance themselves and reign in our opinion.
It prompteth them to speak evil of us; to search
for faults to cool and check us.
It is therefore a preposterous and vain way to
think of gaining credit and love: men thereby infallibly lose or depress themselves.
Of all words those which express ourselves and
H^eis be ovxi els TO. apeTpa Kavx^o'opeda.—2

C o r . x. 1 3 .
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SEEM, our things, / and mine, &c. are the least pleasing
'— to men's ears.
I t spoileth conversation; for he that loveth to
speak of himself doth least love to hear others speak
of themselves, and so is not attentive.
If a man have worthy quahties and do good
deeds, let them speak for him; they will of themselves extort commendation; his silence about them,
his seeming to neglect them, will enhance their
worth in the opinion of men. Prating about them,
obtruding them upon men, will mar their credit;
inducing men to think them done, not out of love
to virtue, but for a vain-glorious design. Thus did
Cicero, thjis have many others blasted the glory of
their virtuous deeds'
3 Supposing you get the belief and the praise
you aim at, to have complacence therein is bad or
dangerous; it is a fond satisfaction, it is a vicious
pleasure; it puffeth up, it befooleth.
4 I t is against modesty. I t argueth the man
hath a high opinion of himself: if he believe himself what he saith, he hath so; if not, why would
he persuade others to have it?
IModesty cannot without pain hear others speak
of him, nor can with any grace receive commendations; it is therefore great impudence to speak of
himself, and to seek praise.
5 We may observe it to be a great temptation
to speak falsely. ]Men, when they affect commendation, will gladly have it to the utmost; are
loath to wrong themselves, or to lose any thing;
they will therefore at least speak to the extreme
bounds of what may be said in their own behalf;
' Teyova a<j)po}V Kavx^fievoi.—2

C o r . xii. 11 ; xi. 17.
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and while they run upon the extreme borders of SEEM.
truth, it is hard to stop their career, so as not to
L.
launch forth into falsehood: it is hard to stand upon
the brink, without falling into the ditch.
I t is therefore advisable in our discourse to
leave ourselves out as much as may be; never, if
we can help it, to say, / , mine, &c. never seeking,
commonly shunning and declining occasion to speak
of ourselves: it will bring much convenience and
benefit to us.
Our discourse will not be offensive; we shall decline envy and obloquy; we shall avoid being talked
of; we shall escape temptations of vanity; we shall
better attend to what others say, &c.
If we will be speaking of ourselves, it is allowable to speak sincerely and unaffectedly concerning
our infirmities and faults; as St Paul does of him- 2 Cor. xii.
self
^'"'•3°There are some cases wherein a man may commend himself*; as in his own defence, to maintain
his authority, to urge his example, &c. so doth St
Paul often. H e calleth it folly to boast, (because
generally such it is,) yet he doth it for those ends.
Let another praise thee, and not thine own Tnouth; Prov.
a stranger, and not thine own lips.
^^™' ^'
I V Thinking of ourselves.—Thinking of ourselves with glee and pleasure; this is a great
nourisher of immoderate self-love; for the more
they indulge to a gazing upon themselves with
delight, the more they grow in love, the more
passionately they come to dote on themselves.
It is good to reflect inward, and to view our
Vid. P l u t .

Xlep\ TOV eaVTOv eTzaivelv dveTn(f)06va>s.

Laud. Opp. Torn. viii. p. 132 et seqq.

Ed. Reisk.]
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SEEM, souls; but we should do it so, as to find a wholesome
\ displeasure and regret in beholding ourselves so
foul and impure, so weak and defectuous, so ugly
and deformed: if we do thus, we shall not overlove ourselves.
Some general remedies of self-love.
1 To reflect upon ourselves seriously and impartially, considering our natural nothingness, meanness, baseness, imperfection, infirmity, unworthiness;
the meanness and imperfection of our nature, the
defects and deformities of our souls, the failings and
misdemeanours of our lives. H e that doeth this
cannot surely find himself lovely, and must therefore take it for very absurd to dote on himself He
will rather be induced to dislike, despise, abhor, and
loathe himself
2 To consider the loveliness of other beings
superior to us, comparing them with ourselves, and
observing how very far in excellency, worth, and
beauty they transcend us; which if we do, we must
appear no fit objects of love, we must be checked
in our dotage, and diverted from this fond affection
to ourselves. I t cannot but dazzle our eyes and
dull our affections to ourselves.
If we view the qualities and examples of other
men, who in worth, in wisdom, in virtue, and piety,
do far excel u s ; their noble endowments, their
heroical achievements; what they have done and
suffered in obedience to God, (their strict temperance and austerity, their laborious industry, their
self-denial, their patience, &c.) how can we but in
comparison despise and loathe ourselves ?
If we consider the blessed angels and saints in
glory and bliss; their purity, their humility, their
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obedience; how can we think of ourselves without SEEM.
contempt and abhorrence?
L_
Especially if we contemplate the perfection, the
purity, the majesty of God; how must this infinitely
debase us in our opinion concerning ourselves, and
consequently diminish our fond affection toward
things so vile and unworthy?
3 To study the acquisition and improvement of
charity toward God and our neighbour. This will
employ and transfer our affections; these drawing
our souls outward, and settling them upon other
objects, will abolish or abate the perverse love
toward ourselves.
4 To consider, that we do owe all we are and
have to the free bounty and grace of God: hence we
shaU see, that nothing of esteem or affection is due
to ourselves; but all to him, who is the fountain and
Author of all our good.
5 To direct our minds wholly toward those
things which rational self-love requireth us to regard and seek: to concern ourselves in getting
virtue, in performing our duty, in promoting our
salvation, and arriving to happiness; this will divert
us from vanity; a sober self-love will stifle the
other fond self-love.

SERMON LUl.
PROVIDE THINGS HONEST IN THE SIGHT OF
ALL MEN.

RoM. X I I . 17
Provide things honest in the sight of all men.
^LHi^' n p H E world apparently is come to that pass, that
*- men commonly are afraid or ashamed of religious practice, hardly daring to own their ]V[aker
by a conscientious observance of his laws. While
profaneness and wickedness are grown outrageously
Isai. iii. 9. ijold, so that Many declare their sin as Sodom;
piety and virtue are become pitifully bashful, so
that how few have the heart and the face openly to
maintain a due regard to them! ]Men in nothing
appear so reserved and shy as in avowing their
conscience, in discovering a sense of their duty, in
expressing any fear of God, any love of goodness,
any concern for their own soul. I t is wisdom, as
they conceive, to compound with God, and to collude with the world; reserving for God some place
in their heart, or yielding unto him some private
acknowledgment; while in their public demeanour
they conform to the world, in commission of sin, or
neglect of their duty; supposing that God may be
satisfied with the invisible part of his service, while
men are gratified by visible compliance with their
unefracious humours.
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Such proceeding is built on divers very falla- SEEM.
cious, absurd, and inconsistent grounds or pretences;
'-—
whereby men egregiously do abuse themselves and
would impose on others; namely these, and the
like.
They would not, by a fair show and semblance
of piety, give cause to be taken for hypocrites;
whereas, by dissembling their conscience, and seeming to have no fear of God before their eyes, they Pa. xxxvi.
incur an hypocrisy no less criminal in nature, but
far more dangerous in consequence, than is that
which they pretend to decline.
They would not be apprehended vain-glorious
for affecting to serve God in the view of men;
whereas often at the bottom of their demeanour a
most wretched and worse than pharisaical vainglory doth lie; they forbearing the performance of
their duty merely to shun the censure, or to gain
the respect of the vilest and vainest persons.
They would be deemed exceedingly honest and
sincere, because forsooth all their piety is cordial,
pure, and void of sinister regards to popular esteem;
whereas partial integrity is gross nonsense; whereas
no pretence can be more vain, than that we hold a
faithful friendship or hearty respect for God, whom
we openly disclaim or disregard; whereas also it is
easily discernible, that although their piety is not,
yet their impiety is popular, and affected to ingratiate with men.
They would be taken for men of brave, courageous, and masculine spirits, exalted above the weaknesses of superstition and scrupulosity; whereas
indeed, out of the basest cowardice, and a dread to
offend sorry people, they have not a heart to act
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SEEM, according to their duty, their judgment, their best
— interest.
They would seem very modest in concealing
their virtue; while yet they are most impudent in
disclosing their want of conscience; while they are
isai.ixv.3. so presumptuous toward God, as to provoke him to
vi^i.72.'^'his face by their disobedience; while they are not
ashamed to wrong and scandalize their brethren by
their ill behaviour.
They would not be uncivil or discourteous in
thwarting the mind and pleasure of their company;
as if in the mean time they might be most rude toward God in affronting his will and authority; as if
any rule of civility could oblige a man to forfeit his
salvation; as if it were not rather most cruel discourtesy and barbarous inhumanity to countenance
or encourage any man in courses tending to his
ruin.
They would not be singular and uncouth, in discosting from the common road or fashion of men;
as if it were better to leave the common duty than
the common faults of men; as if wisdom and virtue
were ever the most vulgar things; as if the way to
heaven were the broadest and the most beaten way;
as if rarity should abate the price of good things;
as if conspiracy in rebellion against God might justify or excuse the fact; as if it were advisable to
march to hell in a troop, or comfortable to lie there
for ever among the damned crew of associates in
wickedness.
They cannot endure to be accounted zealots or
bigots in Rehgion; as if a man could love or fear
God too much; or be over-faithful and careful in
serving him; as if to be most earnest and solicitous
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(not in promoting our own fancies, but) in discharg- SEEM.
ing our plain duties could be justly reproachable, or
'—
were not, indeed, highly commendable.
These things I may hereafter fully declare; in
the mean time it is manifest, that such a practice is
extremely prejudicial to Religion and goodness; so
that it may be very useful to employ our meditations upon this text of the Apostle, which directly
doth oppose and prohibit it.
The same text he otherwhere (in his Second
Epistle to the Corinthians) doth repeat in the same
terms, (only inserting a clause more fully explaining his sense,) backing his precept with his own
example; for we, saith he there, did so manage the
business of collecting and dispensing alms, as To ^ Cor. viii.
avoid that any man should blavne us in this abundance which is administered by us; providing for
honest things, not only in the sight of the Lord, but
in the sight of men.
The words do imply a precept of very large extent, and touching a great part of our duty; even
all thereof which is public and visible ; for which
we are accountable to the world, whereof man can
take any cognisance; which concerneth all our
speech and conversation, all our dealing and commerce, all our deportment relating to human society, civil or spiritual.
I shall first a little consider its meaning and
design; then I shall propose reasons and inducements to its observance; then I shall declare the
folly of those principles and pretences which obstruct that observance.
The meaning of it is, that we should have a
special care of our external demeanour and converB. S. VOL. IV

10

146
SEEM,
LIII

Provide Things honest

sation, which cometh under the view and observa-

'- tion of men; that it be exempted from any offence
or blame"*; yea, that it be comely and commendable.
The terms in which it is expressed are notably
emphatical; we are directed -Kpovoelv, to provide, to
use a providence and forecast in the case: ere we
undertake any design, we should deliberate with
ourselves, and consider on what theatre we shall act,
what persons will be spectators, what conceits our
practice may raise in them, and what influence probably it will have on them. W e should not rush
on into the public view with a precipitant rashness,
or blind negligence, or contemptuous disregard, not
caring who standeth in our way, who marketh what
we do, what consequence our proceeding may have
on the score of its being public and visible : we
should advise beforehand, lay our business, and on
set purpose order our behaviour with a regard to
those to whose sight and notice we expose it, foreseeing how our actions may affect or incline them.
So we must provide; what things ? KaXd, things
fair and handsome; things not only good, innocent,
and inoffensive to the sight of men; but goodly,
pleasant, and acceptable to well-disposed beholders;
such as our Apostle doth otherwhere recommend,
Phil. iv. 8. when he chargeth us to regard, oaa aenvd, whatever
things are venerable, 6aa nrpocxcpiXri, whatever things
a^re lovely, oaa ev(pr]fia, whatever things are of good
report, el TIS ewaivos, whatever things are laudable;
Eom. xiii. and when he doth exhort us to walk evaxni^ovws,
I Thess. iv. handsomely and decently, in a comely garb and
''•
fashion of life: this may add an obligation to some
things not directly prescribed by God, which yet
"• "hpepiTToi.—Phil. ii. 16. \viyKXr)TOL. — Col. i. 22.
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may serve to adorn Religion, but it cannot detract SEEM.
any thing from what God hath commanded; it doth
—
comprehend all instances of piety and virtue practicable before men; it certainly doth exclude all
commission of sin, and omission of duty; for that
nothing can be fair or handsome which is ugly in
God's sight, which doth not suit to his holy will.
Such things we must provide, evwiriov -n-dvTwv
dvQpwirwv, before all men; not only before some men,
to whom we bear a particular respect, of whom we
stand in awe, upon whom we have a design; but
universally before all men, as having a due consideration of all those upon whom our deportment may
have influence ; not despising or disregarding the
observation of the meanest or most inconsiderable
person whatever.
But in this practice, to avoid misapprehensions,
we must distinguish; for it is not required, that we
should do all things openly, nor intended that we
should do any thing vainly; but that we should act
constantly according to the nature and reason of
things, with upright and pure intention: the Apostle
doth not mean, that in our practice we should resemble the Pharisees, whom our Lord reproveth Matt. vi.
for doing their alms before men, for loving to pray ^ii'. 5.
standing in the synagogues, for doing all their
works to be seen of men; performing those acts of
piety openly in the corners of the street, which
should have been done secretly in the closet; and
so doing them out of vanity and ambitious design,
to procure the good opinion and praise of men he
doth not intend, that we should assume a formal
garb of singular virtue; that we should aim to seem
better than we are, counterfeiting any point of
10—2
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SEEM. Peligion or virtue; that we should affect to appear
'— even as good as we are, exposing all our piety to
Matt.vi. 2. common view; that we should sound a trumpet before us, making an ostentation of any good deeds,
catching at reputation or applause for them; that
we should do any commendable thing chiefly to obtain the good opinion of the world, or to escape its
censure: infinitely far it was from the Apostle's
xxiii. 27, intention, that we should be like those Whited
28.

.

sepulchres, which appear beautiful outward, hut are
within full of dead men's bones and all uncleanness; that is, like those Pharisees, who did outwardly appear righteous, but within were full of
hypocrisy'and iniquity: N o ;
In some cases we must be reserved, and keep
our virtue close to ourselves; and ever under a fair
show there must be a real substance of good, together vrith an honest intention of heart''; a good
conscience must always lie at the bottom of a good
conversation; the outside must be good, but the
best side must be inward; we must endeavour to
sanctify our life and conversation, but we must
especially labour to purify our hearts and affections.
Join the precept with others duly limiting it,
and it doth import, that with pure sincerity and
unaffected simplicity (void of any sinister or sordid
design) we should in all places, upon all occasions,
in all matters, carefully discharge that part of our
duty which is pubhc, according to its nature, season,
and exigency, that is, publicly; not abstaining from
the practice of those good deeds, which cannot
otherwise than openly be well performed; or the
To crepvov dn-XdoTwr.
A n t . T. § 9. V i d . 11. § 5.

To ev(f)7]pov, Kal TOVTO

d\jfO(j}r]Ti.—M.
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conspicuous performance whereof is absolutely need- SEEM.
fill in regard to God's law and the satisfaction of
'-—
our conscience, is plainly serviceable to the glory
of God, is very conducible to the edification of our
neighbour, or which may be useful to good purposes concurrent with those principal e n d s : we Matt. vii.
should as good trees from a deep root of true piety, Luiie vi.
in due season naturally, as it were, shoot forth good pt. i. 3.
fruits, not only pleasant to the sight, but savoury
to the taste, and wholesome for use; as St Paul,
who, as he saith of himself, t h a t he did provide ^ Cor. viii.
things honest in the sight of all men, so he also
doth affirm, that his Rejoicing was this, the testi- i-12.
mony of his conscience, that in simplicity and godly
sincerity—he had his conversation in the world.
There are, indeed, some duties, or works of piety
and virtue, the nature whereof directeth, t h a t in the
practice of them we should be reserved; such as
those wherein t h e world is not immediately concerned, and which may with best advantage be
transacted between God and our own souls; as private devotion, meditation on God's word and will,
the discussion of our consciences, voluntary exercises of penitence, and the like: such also be those
wherein the intervention or notice of few persons
is required; as deeds of particular charity in dispensing alms, good advice, friendly reproof; the
which sort of duties our Lord hath taught us to
perform in secret, eV TW Kpvn-Tw, or as closely as we Matt.vi.
may; studiously keeping our observance of them
from the eyes of m e n ; thereby assuring our sincerity to ourselves, and guarding our practice from
any taint of vanity or suspicion of hypocrisy; as
also in some cases avoiding to cause prejudice or

150

Provide Things honest

SEEM, offence to our neighbours: Take heed, saith our
'— Lord, that ye do not your alms before men; and,
Matt.vi.I; jy^^^^ when thouprayest, enter into thy closet; and,
vi. 17; Thou, when thou fastest, anoint thine head and wash
thy face, that thou appear not unto men to fast; and,
xviii. 15. If thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell
him his fault between thee and him alone.
But there are divers other duties, the discharge
whereof necessarily is notorious and visible; the
public being the stage on which they are to be
acted; the transaction of them demanding the intercourse of many persons, who are the objects or
instruments of them, or are somewise concerned
in them: •such is that negative duty, of a general
Ps. xxxiv. nature and vast comprehension, which we may call
^^'
innocence; that is, a total abstinence from sin, or
forbearance to transgress any divine command;
Job i. I; which is a part of Job's character, That man was
"• ^'
perfect and upright, one that feared God, and
eschewed evil: the which duty, being to be practised
at all times in every place, cannot avoid being observable.
Such are also divers pogitive duties; for such is
the profession of our faith in God, and acknowledgment of his heavenly truth, revealed in the Gospel
Matt. x. of our blessed Saviour; which is styled confessing
Eom. X. o^r Lord before men, and is, as St Paul telleth us,
'°indispensably requisite to salvation.
Such is joining in that public adoration, whereby
the honour and authority of God are upheld in the
world with seemly expressions of reverence; the
which is to be performed solemnly, and, as the holy
Ps xcix.5; Psalmist speaketh. In the midst of the conqreqation.
xxii. 11.
Such IS zeal m vindication of God's honour,
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when occasion requireth, from blasphemous asper- SEEM.
sions, or from scandalous offences against it.
Such are justice, equity, fidelity, and ingenuity
in our dealings; meekness, gentleness, patience,
kindness, and courtesy in our converse; peaceableness in our carriage, and charitable beneficence; the
objects whereof are most general, according to those
apostolical precepts, that our moderation (or our PMI. iv. 5.
equity and ingenuity) be known unto all men; that Tit. iii. 2.
we shew all meekness to all men; that we must not 2 Tim.ii.
^4..

strive, but be gentle unto all men; that we be patient toward all men; that we pursue peace with i Thess. v.
all men; that as we have opportunity, we should Heb. xii.
do good unto all men; should abound in love one ^^^^ ^ii.
towards another, and towards all men; should ever l^\ .
'

'

G a l . VI. 1 0 .

follow that which is arood, both amonsf ourselves ' Thess.iii.
.

.

.

12 ; V. 1 5 .

and to all men; should liberally distribute to the 2 c'or. ix.
saints and to all men; in performing which so ^
general duties, how can a man pass incognito, how
can he so deal with all men indiscernibly ?
Such are likewise gravity and modesty in our
behaviour; sweetness, soberness, aptness to profit
and edify the hearers in our discourse; moderation
and temperance in our corporeal enjoyments; industry in our business and the works of our calling;
integrity in the management of any office or trust
committed to us; a constant practice of which vir-1 Tim. iv.
tues is not only enjoined to us as our particular ^^^ ^ ^^
duty, but for public example.
7Such are seasonable defence of the truth, and
opposing of error; the commendation of virtue, and
reprehension of notorious sin, with the like.
Such things must be practised, because indispensable duties; but they cannot be done out of
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SEEM, sight, or barring the observation of men; they do
^ i n v o l v e publicness; they carry a light and lustre
with them, attracting all eyes to regard them; it is
as impossible to conceal them as to hide the sun
iiatt. V. from all the world, or to conceal a city that is set
upon a hill; for Nothing, as St Chrysostom" saith,
doth render a man so illustrious, although he ten
thousand times would be hid, as an open practice
of virtue.
Wherefore, The works of mercy, saith St Austin**,
the affection of charity, the sanctity of godliness, the
incorruptness of chastity, the moderation of sobriety,
these are perpetually to be held, whether we are in
public or at home; whether before men or in the
closet, whether we speak or keep silence.
I n the practice of them, it is true, we mainly
should respect the approving our conscience to
God^, with expectation of our recompense from him;
I Cor.iv.3. not being much concerned in the judgment or plea4,5. ' sure of men, purely considered in themselves; not
Gal. i. 10.
aiming at any interest of credit or profit from them,
as a reward of our work; We ought, as St Austin^
*•' Ovbev yap OVTCOS eTria-rjpov avdpairov rroiei, K&V pvpioKis Xavdaveiv
j3ovXr)Tai, as dpeTrjs enibei^is.—Chrys.
in M a t t . v. 16. [ O p p . T o m . II.

p. 101.]
^ Opera miscricordise, alFectus caritatis, sanctitas pietatis, incorruptio castitatis, modestia sobrietatis, semper hsec tenenda
s u n t ; sive cum in publico sumus, sive cum in d o m o ; sive ante
homines, sive in cubiculo; sive loquentos, sive tacentes, sive
aliquid agentes, sive vacantes.—Aug. in 1 Joh. Tract, viii. [Opp.
Tom. III. coL 877 E . ]
® Non cum f.una sod cum rorum natura deliberandum est. —
Sen E p . Lxxxi. [27 j
^ Si times ppectatores, non habei)is imitatores; debes ergo videri. Sed non ad hoc debes facere, ut videaris. N o n ibi debet
esse finis gaudii tui, non ibi terminus Iwtitito tuse, ut putos te
totum fructum consecutuiri esse boni operis tui, cum visus fueris
atque l a u d a t u s . — U t sujira. [col. 878 B ]
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saith, while we do good, to he seen, but we ought not SEEM.
to do it that we may be seen; the end of our joy, the
.'
bound of our comfort, should not be there; so that
we should think ourselves to have obtained the whole
fruit of a good work, when we have been seen and
commended: no, whatever we do, we should, as the ^P^- vi. 6.
Apostle directeth, do it. As the servants of Christ,
doing the will of God from the heart; Doing it Coi. iii. 23,
heartily as to the Lord, and not unto men; knowing
that of the Lord we shall receive the reward of the
inheritance.
Yet nothing in the mean-time should hinder us
from performing such necessary duties; strictly and
exactly, with our most diligent care and endeavour,
even in that light which their nature doth carry
in it.
How much soever of our virtue or piety out of
humility or modesty we may conceal, yet we must
be careful of discovering any vice or irreligion, either
by notoriously committing any thing forbidden by
God, or omitting any thing commanded by him.
This we should not do upon any terms, upon
any pretence whatever; no wicked fashion should
engage us, no bad example should inveigle us, no
favour of men should allure us, no terror should
scare us thereto; we should not out of fear, out of
shame, out of complaisance, out of affected prudence or politic design; out of deference to the
quality, dignity, or authority of any person; out of
regard to any man's desire or pleasure; we should
not, to decline offence, envy, blame, reproach, ill
treatment, or upon any such account, comply in
any sinful practice, wave any duty, neglect any
season of performing a good deed, whereby we may

154

Provide Things honest

SEEM, glorify God, or edify our neighbour, or promote
'- the welfare of our own soul.
To such a practice, according to the intent of
St Paul's injunction, we are obliged; and thereto
we may be induced by divers considerations, particularly by those which we shall now propose.
I We may consider, that the public is the proper, natural, and due place of goodness; it should
dwell in the light, it should walk freely and boldly
everywhere, it should expose itself to open view^,
that it may receive from rational creatures its due
approbation, respect, and praise; it by publicness
is advanced, and the more it doth appear, the more
beautiful, t h e more pleasant, the more useful it is;
yielding the fairer lustre, the greater influence, the
better effects; thereby diffusing and propagating
itself, becoming exemplary, instructive, and admonitive; drawing lovers and admirers to it; exciting
and encouraging men to embrace it: wherefore it
is very absurd that it should sculk or sneak; it is a
great damage to the public that it should retire
from common notice.
On the other hand, it is proper for wickedness
never to appear or to shew its head in view; it
should be confined to darkness and solitude, under
guard of its natural keepers, shame and fear^; it
should be exterminated from all conversation among
.Joh) xxiv. rational creatures, and banished to the infernal
13—17shades: publicness doth augment and aggravate it;
the more it is seen, the more ugly, the more loatli^ Bona conscientia prodire vult et conspici; ipsas nequitia
tencbras timet.—Sen. [Ep. xcvii. 11.J
^ Omne malum aut timore, aut pudore natura perfudit.—Tertul. Apol. cap. I. [Opp. p. 2 C ]
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some, the more noxious it i s ; its odious shape being SEEM.
disclosed, its noisome steams being dispersed, its
^
pestilent effects being conveyed thereby.
Wherefore to smother virtue (that fair child of
light) in privacy, and to vent sin [The works o/'Rom.xiii.
darkness) openly, is quite to transplace things out Eph. v. n.
of their natural situation and order; according to
which we are t a u g h t by our Lord, that. He that Johniii.21;
doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may he
manifest; and that. Every one who doeth evil hateth ver. 20.
the light, neither cometh he to the light, lest his deeds
should be reproved: so indeed it is, and will be,
where conscience retaineth its due sway and force ;
where a due respect and reverence are preserved
for goodness.
A s that any good cometh from detection of sin
is an accidental advantage; so that any mischief
doth ever follow the manifestation of virtue is an
unnatural abuse; the which may well be prevented.
there can be no danger of acting any good most
evidently, if we do withal act sincerely, having
purified our hearts from dishonest intention and
from ambitious vanity; the fear of which should
not wholly drive virtue under the hatches, and bring
vice upon the stage. But,
2 W e should consider, t h a t we cannot really in
any competent or tolerabje measure be good men,
without approving ourselves such in our conversation before men.
Whatever may be pretended, it commonly doth
happen, and it ever is to be suspected, that the invisible piety which is not accompanied with visible
conscientiousness is false, or is no piety at all; or
that they who have little care and conscience to
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serve God publicly have much less to serve him
1_ privately; or that such as betray a scandalous negligence of their ways will hardly maintain a careful
watch over their hearts; for the same causes (be
it profane infidelity, or looseness of principles, or
supine incogitancy, or sloth, or stupidity) which
dispose them to disregard God and his laws before
the world, more effectually will incline them to
neglect God and forget their duty by themselves,
where beside their own conscience there is no witness, no judge, no censor to encourage or reproach
them. But admit it possible, and put case, that
sometimes the heart and conversation may not run
parallel; that a man may better govern his interior thoughts and affections, than he doth manage
his exterior behaviour and actions; that a man
secretly may cleave to God, although he seemeth
openly to desert him; yet this will not suffice to
constitute or denominate a man good; because
much of goodness, as we have shewed, even the
nobler half thereof, (that part whereby God is
most glorified, and whereby the world is most benefited,) doth lie in open and visible practice: that
virtue therefore must be very imperfect, that obejames ii. diouce must bc very lame, which is deficient in so
great a part.
SEEM,

As there can be no fair pretence to goodness,
where so little thereof is conspicuous; so there can
be no real integrity thereof, where so much of duty
is wanting.
Lukevi.44.
Our Lord hath taught us, that. Every tree is
James ii. kuown by its fruit; and St James saith, that, Faith
is shewed by works; and so it is, that a man can
hardly be good in any reasonable degree without
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appearing such. Impiety may, but piety cannot be SEEM.
quite concealed. A s gold may be counterfeited,
'—
(for all is not gold that glistereth,) yet true gold
always doth look like gold; so although bad men
sometimes may seem good, yet good men also must
seem such, appearing in their own native temper
and lustre.
Goodness cannot be disguised in the shape of
evil, because simplicity and innocence are essential
ingredients of it: any mixture of notorious sin, any
visible neglect of duty assuring (yea formally making) a want of it, or a real defect therein: it may
be daubed with false aspersions, it may be dimmed
by the breath of unjust and uncharitable censures;
but, wiping them off, its natural hue certainly will
appear.
Wherefore, if we would satisfy ourselves in our
own consciences, or justify ourselves to others, that
we are truly good, we must (without partiality, or
distinguishing between pubhc and private) like the
holy Psalmist, have respect unto all God's com-'^^^f^-^mandments; we, like Zachary and Elizabeth, must
walk in all the commandments and ordinances of
the Lord blameless; we must like David, accom- Acts xiii.
phsh all God's wills'; we must observe St Paul's
rule. To abstain d-n-o -n-avTo^ e'/^ovs 'Kovripov,from both i Thess. v.
every kind of evil, and every had appearance. But
further,
3 A great care of our good behaviour before
men is necessary in regard to Almighty God;
whose just interest is preserved, whose due homage
is paid, whose honour is promoted thereby; the
' Vloielv Trdvra Ta OeXrjpaTa pov.—Acts

Xlli. 22.
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SEEM, same being greatly prejudiced and impaired by the
'— contrary defailance.
I t is a clear point of justice toward God, as to
render all obedience to him, so particularly that
which consisteth in an open acknowledgment and
service of him; for as he made and doth preserve
not only the heart, but the tongue, the members,
Eom.xii.I. the whole man, so all must concur in rendering
their tribute of reverence and service to him.
iCor.x.31.
The Apostle doth prescribe, that. Whatever we
do, we should do all to the glory of God; and well he
might, seeing that to glorify God is, indeed, to execute the main design of our creation, to apply our
faculties to their best use, to achieve the most
proper and most excellent work whereof we are
capable; to do that which is the worthiest and
happiest employment of angels, which all the company of heaven, with most ardent desire, with most
zealous ambition, with restless endeavour, doth
pursue; and this we cannot better, we cannot otherwise do, than by an apparent good conversation.
For
H e that apparently in all his actions maketh
conscience of obeying God's laws, thereby doth evidence his firm persuasion concerning the existence
and providence of God; doth adhere to him against
all adversaries of piety, and all temptations to
rebellion; doth avow his sovereign majesty and
authority; doth yield him due veneration and obedience ; doth shew right apprehensions of him, and
just affections towards him; implying that he doth
most highly esteem him, doth most heartily love
him, doth chiefly dread him, doth repose his trust
and hope in him for all his happiness; hath a great
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opinion of his wisdom, a great awe of his power, SEEM.
a great sense of his goodness; the which practice is -^ '—
in itself a direct and formal glorification of God, in
his own person.
He also thereby doth further promote the glory
of God, instructing, exciting, and encouraging others
to the like practice of deferring respect and service
to God; for naturally men have such a capacity,
such aptitude, such proclivity to Religion, (or to
the acknowledgment and worship of their ]Maker,)
that when they behold others seriously and earnestly
pursuing it, they are easily drawn to conspire
therein; especially those who are not utterly perverted and corrupted by ill custom.
And whereas good conversation hath a native
beauty, affecting beholders with delight''; whereas
the fruits of virtue have a pleasing sweetness, grateful to all who taste them; men from "that sight and
that sense will presently be moved to commend
the wisdom, and to bless the goodness of him who
was pleased to institute so excellent a Religion, to
enact so beneficial laws, to prescribe so wholesome
duties to us: for. When, saith the most divine
Father^, an infidel shall see thee, a believer, to be
^ 'ApeTrjs aa-KTjais Tipiov pev KTtjpa Ta exovrf ijbKTTOv be 6eapaT<ov
TOW emrvyxdvova-iv.
BaS. [ E p . CCLXXVIII. O p p . T o m . III. p . 422.]
["OTOV yap 6 amiTTOS 'ibr; <je TOV maTov Karea-ToXpevov, aa<^povovvra, Koupiov ovra, eKTrXay^a-erai, Ka\ epel' dXrjdas peyas 6 Tav Xpia-Tiavav Qeos. otovs KaTecrTrjaev dvGpdnrovs; owvs i^ o\a>v errotrja-ev;
dyyeXovs avToiis e^ dv6pco7ra>v elpydaaro;
av v^pLurj TIS, OV XoibopovvTOi'
av TVTTTi^a-rj TIS, OVK dyavaKTOvaiv • edv dbiKqcrr) TIS, vTzepevxovTai TOV
XeXvTTXjKOTos' ex6p6v OVK exova-t, pvqaiKaKelv OVK enia-TavTai, (pXvapetv
oiiK la-ao-iv, OVK epaBov ^evbeaBai,
tmopKelv OVK dvexovTai, pdXXov be
ovbe opvveiv- dXXd TTJV yXaTTav eKTpri6ijvai av eXoivTO irpoTepov, rj
opKov Tivd OTTO TOV 0^0^070$ Trpoeadai..]—Chrys.
Avbp. &. [ O p p . T o m .

VI. p. 524.J
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SEEM. KUTeaTaXmevov—stanch, sober, orderly, he will be
astond, and will say. In truth, great is the God of
Christians: What men hath he made! what persons
out of what persons hath he made them! how from
inen hath he made them angels! If one abuse them,
they do not rail; if one smite them, they do not resent; if one injure them, they pray for him that
doeth the offence; they know not to remember ill
turns, they skill not to he vain, they have not learnt
to lie, they cannot abide to forswear, or rather to
swear at all, hut sooner would choose to have their
tongue cut out, than to let an oath slip out of their
mouth.
So may we really glorify God; and otherwise
than by open practice we cannot do i t ; for glory
doth require a public stage; it implying, as Seneca™
saith, the consent of many worthy persons declaring
their esteem; it being, as Cicero" defineth it. The
agreeing praise of good men, with an incorrupted
vote judging well of an excellent virtue.
Wherefore toward our being enabled to glorify
God, two things must concur; that we be good
men, and that we be openly such.
That we be good men, because otherwise our
commendation will have no w^orth or weight; for,
Praise is not comely in the mouth of .sinners" I t
is no ornament to be commended by ill men, to
"" Gloria consensum multorum exigit.—Sen. Ep. en. [12.]
Consentire in hoc plures insignes et prajstantes viri debent, ut
claritas sit.—Id. ibid. § 8.
° Gloria est consontiens laus bonoruin, incorrupta vox licne
judicantium de excellento virtute.—Cic. Tusc. Dis. in. [2. 3.J
Gloria est frequens do aliquo fama cum laudo.—Id. de Inv.
II [65.]
" Non est spcciosa laus in ore peccatoris.—Eccius. xv. 9.
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whose words little regard is due, little trust can
,

SEEM.

LIII.

be given.
That we be good openly, avowing God in practice conducing to his honour; otherwise no glory
can accrue to him from our goodness: we may
serve God, and please him in private; but we cannot by that service glorify him; at least at present,
and here in this world. I t is true, the closest piety
will yield glory to God at the last, when our Lord 21 0 .Tii
shall come to be glorified in his saints, and admired
in them that believe; but to design such a future
glorification of God is not enough; it is our duty
to glorify God now, that we may be rewarded for
it, and that he may requite us with glory hereafter.
God himself telleth us in the Psalm, Whoso 73.1.-1^,
offereth praise, he glorifieth me; and how can praise
be offered, or to what purpose will it be offered,
otherwise than apparently, either in word or deed,
by oral or by real expression, to the ears or to the
eyes of men, so as to occasion in them the production of worthy conceptions and due affections
toward God? In such a manner the holy man
did offer it, who said, I will declare thy name unto xxii. 22;
my brethren, in the midst of the congregation I willl^l^^.^.
praise thee; I will praise the Lord with my whole "^' 3°heart, in the assembly of the upright, and in the
congregation: he did it sometimes with his mouth,
which is a notable part of our conversation; but
we may do it continually by our life; for. He, saith
St Austin^, who praiseth God with his tongue,
^ Qui Deum laudat lingua, non semper potest; qui moribus
Beam laudat, semper potest.—Aug. in 1 Ep. Joh. Tr. viii. [Opp.
Tom. III. col. 877 E.]
B. S. VOL. IV

11

162

Provide Things honest

SEEM, cannot do that always; but he that praiseth God by
'— his manners can always do it.
This motive is by the great masters of our
Christian practice frequently urged; for
PhU. i. II.
St Paul wisheth the Philippians, To be filled
with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus
Christ unto the praise and glory of God; he pray eth
2 Thess. i. for the Thessalonians, that, God would fulfil all the
good pleasure of his goodness, and the work of faith
with power, that the name of our Lord Jesus Christ
might be glorified in them; he particularly doth
2 Cor. ix. incite the Corinthians to works of charity, that by
"~'^' that ministration men might be induced to glorify
God, reiidering him thankful praise for their beneficial obedience.
iPet.ii.i2.
St Peter likewise doth exhort all Christians, To
have their conversation honest among the Gentiles,
that they might by their good works, which they
should behold, glorify God in the day of visitation,
ev ijiuepa eiriaKoirrjs, (that is, perhaps, whcn they
carefully do view and reflect on them.)
Our Lord himself thus chargeth his disciples.
Matt.V.I6. Let your light so shine before men, that they may
see your good works, and glorify your Father which
is in heaven; they did observe his command, and
the effect did follow, many being converted to God,
no less by the radiant integrity of their life, than
by the persuasive efficacy of their doctrine**: and,
John XV. 8. In this, saith our Lord again, is my Father glorified, if ye bear much fruit: what fruit was that?
what but of good works, visible to the eye and
perceptible to the taste; otherwise how could men
thence find cause to glorify God?
1 Vid. Chrys. in Matt. Hom. xv. [Opp. Tom. ii. p. 100.]
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In fine, this is declared to be the peculiar SEEM.
design of our Religion, or of the whole Christian
'—
institution; to this end we are made A chosen gene-1 Pet. ii. 9.
ration, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar
people, that we should shew forth the praises (or
virtues) of him, who hath called us out of darkness
to his marvellous light; not only by our profession,
but in our practice declaring his goodness.
On the other hand, by stifling our virtue and
conscience, in an open compliance with sin, or neglect of our duty, we greatly shall dishonour God;
for thereby in effect we deny him and desert him;
we injure his majesty, and disclaim our allegiance
to him; we intimate our mean opinion of him, and
small affection to him; we betray our want of reverence to his excellency, of dread to his greatness,
of love to his goodness, of hope in his promises
and gracious overtures of mercy, of fear in regard
to his severe justice and fierce menaces; so immediately we dishonour him, and we thereby also do
countenance disrespect and disobedience to him;
and our behaviour tendeth to produce or to confirm the like irreligious dispositions of mind and
impious practices in others; so that with horrible
disingenuity we cross the design of our creation,
and violate our greatest obligations toward our
M.ak.ev.

Indeed, what greater affront or more heinous
indignity can we offer to God, than openly before
the world, by the most real expression of ourTit. i. 16.
own works, to deny and disown him: than to be
notoriously ashamed or afraid to avow him for our
Lord and ]V[aster; than to express no sense of our
duty to him, no reverence of his authority, no
11—2
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SEEM, gratitude for his benefits to us; than visibly to
L prefer any other consideration or worldly advantage before a regard to his will and pleasure ?
In this, open sin doth outgo private wickedness, and putteth down even the worst hypocrisy,
(beside its own,) that it not only offendeth God,
but sorely woundeth his honour, and exposeth his
glorious name to contempt; by which consideration such miscarriages are frequently aggravated
in Holy Scripture; so in the Prophets God complaineth of his people, for having by their scandaEzek.
]ous crimes profaned his holy name amongf the
xxxvi. 20.

r N - r > i
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heathen; so St Paul expostulateth with the Jew,
Eom.ii.23. Thou thdt boastest of the law, through breaking the
law dishonoured thou God? so Nathan told David,
2 Sam. xii. that God would punish him, because by his bad
deed he had given great occasion to the enemies
of the Lord to blaspheme. But,
4 W e should be careful of our good behaviour
in the sight of men, that we may thereby maintain
the dignity and repute of our Christian profession,
which by our naughty or negligent demeanour will
be much disparaged and disgraced.
]Most evident it is to reason, that a visible
practice, conformable to the rules of our Religion,
cannot otherwise than exceedingly commend and
grace it; for how can the goodness of a rule more
surely obtain its due commendation, than from
its being applied to observable practice and experience ?
Assuredly charity, meekness, humility, patience,
sobriety, discretion, and all Christian virtues, as in
themselves they are very amiable and venerable to
all men, as they yield great benefit and much plea-
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sure to those whom their consequences do touch; SEEM.
so they do ingratiate the law which prescribeth
!_
them, they bring esteem to the principles whence
they are derived; He, as the Apostle saith, that in Eom. xiv.
these things serveth Christ, is both acceptable to God, ^ '
and approved of men, as the follower of a most
excellent rule.
We may also consider, that a conspicuous practice, according to our Religion, is a demonstrative
proof, that we do seriously and firmly embrace it,
or that we are heartily and steadily persuaded of
its truth; which is no small credit to any profession;
arguing that it hath a good foundation in reason,
apt to bottom and sustain a solid faith.
And as thereby we pregnantly do evidence, that
we ourselves do highly value the noble privileges,
the excellent promises, the precious rewards exhibited in the Gospel; so we thereby do breed a
like esteem in others; upon whom the authority
of men apparently virtuous and conscientious infallibly will have a forcible influence.
^ Such a practice will have a great stroke toward
evincing the truth and reality, the perfect excellency, the notable strength and efficacy of our Religion; plainly shewing, that it is not a mere name,
an idle pretence, a weak fancy, a dry speculation,
a chimerical dream; but a vigorous and masculine
principle, able to produce most worthy fruits of
substantial goodness, profitable to men; conducible
to our own welfare, and to the benefit of others.
As gallant actions, becoming a noble rank,
elevated above the vulgar level, do illustrate and
dignify nobility itself; so doth a worthy conversation, beseeming our high station in the heavenly
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SEEM, kingdom, our near alliances to God, those splendid
!— titles and glorious privileges assigned to every
faithful Christian in the evangelical charter, render
our state admirable, and make it seem an excellent
advantage to be a Christian.
Hence in the apostolical writings an observance
of the evangehcal laws is so much and often enforced by this consideration; for upon this account
we are exhorted to a careful discharge of our duty.
Tit. ii. lo. that. We may adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour
piiii. i. 27. m all things; we are urged. To have our conver^ p^.iv. 1; g^f^Q^ worthy of the Gospel; To walk worthy of the
vocation wherewith we are called, to behave ourEom. xvi. selves. As worthily becometh saints, (that is, persons
instituted in so holy a Religion, and designed to so
Eph. V. 8. peculiar excellency in virtue; To walk as children
of the light, (that is, of truth and knowledge reI Thess. ii. vcalcd from heaven;) To walk worthy of God, who
Col. i. 10. hath called us unto his kingdom and glory; Worthy
of the Lord unto all well-pleasing, being fruitful in
every good work; the which enforcements of duty
do imply a visible practice, producing the visible
effects of ornament and credit to our Religion, recommending it to the minds and consciences of
men.
Contrariwise, the defect of good conversation
before men in Christians is upon divers accounts
disgraceful to our Religion. For
I t tempteth men to judge, that we ourselves do
not heartily believe its truth or value its worth;
that we do not approve its doctrine for reasonable,
or take its advantages for considerable; or deem the
name and state of a Christian to be honourable;
seeing we are not concerned to own them, or do not
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care to engage our reputation in avowing and abet- SEEM
LIII.
ting ihem in that way which doth best signify our _
mind and meaning': for men certainly will judge
of our sense not so much by what we say as from
what we do; not by our verbal profession or pretence, but from our practice, as the surest indication of our heart.
Wherefore, when they hear us to confess our
faith, and see us act like infidels, they will be forced
to esteem us either for subdolous hypocrites or for
inconsistent fools; who assume the name of Christians, and pretend to great advantages thence, yet
in effect do not mind or regard them; highly commending the rules of our Religion, but not at all
observing them; greatly admiring the example of
our Saviour, but not caring to imitate i t ; describing heaven for a most happy place, but not striving
to get thither in the sole way which our Lord prescribeth, of faithful and diligent obedience to his
precepts.
Seeing, I say, this repugnance between our profession and our practice will induce men to charge
us with hypocrisy or folly; and if the professors be
taken for counterfeits or fools, the profession itself
will hardly scape from being held imposture or folly.
Our Religion at least will thence be exposed to
the censures of being no better than a fond device,
and a barren notion, unpracticable, ineffectual, and
insignificant to any good purpose.
The visible misbehaviour, I say, of Christians
will assuredly derive obloquy and reproach on
El be TIS eXeyx^fi irpd^as TI avopov, 6 TOWVTOS OV povov eavrov
e^Xayjrev, dXXa Ka\ fiXaa-ipriptav TrpocrtVpfv/'e TW KOIVW Trjs 'EKKXTjO-ias

(Tco/xari.—Const. Ap. 11. 8. [Cotel. Pat. Apost. Tom. i. p. 218.]
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SEEM. Christianity, if not as bad, yet as vain, impotent,
1- - impertinent, and useless; especially those who are
disaffected to it will hence take advantage to insult
upon it with contemptuous scorn; To what, will
they say, do your fine rules serve? what effects do
your glorious hopes produce ? where are the fruits
of that holy faith and heavenly doctrine which you
so extol and magnify ?
Whereas also bad conversation commonly doth
not only deprive men of the benefits which our Religion promiseth, but doth carry with it hurtful
fruits; men that see or feel them will be apt to
impute them to Religion.
If a Christian be unjust, censorious, factious,
anywise offensive or troublesome, although irreligion be the cause of such things, yet Religion must
bear the blame, and they presently exclaim,
Tantum religio potuit suadere malorum'.

Whence St Paul (who as a powerful instructor
doth impress matters of duty by the most proper
motives) doth often and upon all occasions urge
2 Cor. vi.3. this consideration; he chargeth us. To give no offence
in any thing, that the ministry (or evangelical dispensation) he not blamed, 'iva ixrj /uw/ariOfi n liaKov'ia, or
exposed to the censure of any captious IMomus; he
biddeth us to forbear harsh judgment and all unEom. xiv. charitable dealing, that Our good be not evil spoken
of; he presseth the discharge of our duty in each
calling and relation, that by neglect thereof the
iTim.vi.i. Gospel be not defamed: Let, saith he, as many servants as are under the yoke, count their otvn masters
worthy of all honour, that the name of God and his
' [Lucret. i. 102.J
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doctrine be not blasphemed; and. Let women be dis- SEEM.
creet, chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient to their
'—
own husbands, that the word of God he not bias- ^*' "" ^'
phemed; and, / ivill that younger women marry, iTim.v.14.
bear children, guide the house, (so as) to give no
occasion to the adversary (that is, to persons disaffected to Christianity) to speak Reproachfully (of
it): which discourse, by clear parity of reason, may
be applied to any other state or relation.
Now seriously, what greater mischief can we do,
what heavier guilt may we contract, than by working dishonour to God's adorable name, than by
casting reproach on God's heavenly truth, than by
drawing a scandal on that holy Religion, which the
Son of God came down from heaven to establish,
for the glory of God and salvation of mankind?
Surely next after directly blaspheming God, and
defying Religion with our own mouths, the next
crime is to make others to do so, or in effect to do Eom.ii.24.
it by their profane tongues.
There remain divers arguments of very great
moment, which the time will not suffer me to urge;
and therefore I must reserve them to another occasion.

SERMON LIV.
PROVIDE

THINGS HONEST IN THE SIGHT
ALL MEN.

OF

RoM. X I I . 17
Provide things honest in the sight of all men.

I

SEEM. "I" H A VE formerly discoursed upon this apostolical
precept; and having declared the meaning of it,
(briefly importing that we should have a special
care of our external behaviour, coming under the
view aiid observation of men, that it be perfectly
innocent and inculpable,) I did propose divers motives inducing to the observance of it; but divers
others of great importance the time would not allow
me to urge; I shall therefore now proceed to offer
them to your consideration.
I did then shew that a regard to the reason and
nature of things, to the satisfaction of our conscience, to the honour of God, and to the credit of
our Religion, did require from us a good conversation before men; I now further add, that,
I The real interest of piety and virtue do exact
such a conversation, as the most effectual way of
upholding, advancing, and propagating them among
men.
Example is a very powerful thing either way,
both for attraction to good and seduction to evil;
such is the nature of men, that they are more apt
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to be guided by the practice of others than by their- SEEM.
own reason, and more easily can write after a copy
"than by a rule; that they are prone to imitate whatever they see done, be it good or bad, convenient
or inconvenient, profitable or hurtful, emulating the
one, and aping the other; that they love to be in
the fashion, and will go anywhither in company,
presuming of support, defence, and comfort therein;
that they will satisfy their minds and justify their
doings by any authority, deeming that laudable or
allowable, or at least tolerable and excusable, for
which they can allege precedents; judging, that if
they are not singular, they are innocent, or however
not very culpable; that hardly they will undertake any thing without countenance, whereby their
modesty is in some measure secured, and partners
engaged to bear a share with them in the censure
to which their deportment is liable. Hence a visible
good conversation will have a great efficacy toward
the promotion and propagation of goodness; the
authority of that being adjoined to the native worth
and beauty, to the rational plausibility, to the
sensible benefit of virtue, will cogently draw men
to it; it will be a clear pattern, whereby they shall
be informed what they are obliged and what they
are able to perform; it will be a notable spur,
smartly exciting them to mind and pursue their
duty; it will be a vigorous incentive, inflaming their
courage, and provoking an emulation to do well.
The visible succour and countenance of many,
espousing the cause of goodness by their practice,
will assuredly bring it into request and vogue, and
thence into current use and fashion; so just a cause
cannot fail to prosper, having any reasonable forces
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SEEM, to maintain it; it will have great strength, great
boldness and assurance, when a considerable party
doth appear engaged on its side.
Yea, sometimes even the example of a few will
do it great service; the rarity giving a special lustre
to their virtue, and rendering it more notable;
according to that intimation of the Apostle, when
he thus doth exhort the Philippians to a cheerfiil
Phii.ii. 14, and forward practice of goodness; Do all things,
'^'
saith he, without murmurings and disputings; that
ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God,
without rebuke in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom ye shine as lights in
the world..
A good conversation doth notify good men to
one another, and draweth them together, and combineth them in a party, for the protection of goodness, heartening and aiding one another therein.
Such advantages goodness doth always need;
for it ever hath in the world many adversaries,
striving by violent force to beat it down, or by
treacherous fraud to supplant it; who use their
authority and interest to suppress it; who by their
evil example do seduce from it; who labour by
detraction to blast it, by scorn and reproach to discourage it, by divers temptations and baits to entice
from it; who combining their forces with the wicked
spirits, and with the corrupt inclinations of men,
do raise a mighty party for wickedness.
Wherefore, to balance such oppositions, goodness doth need friends to maintain it; not only
friends in heart, or secret well-wishers; but open
friends, who frankly will avow it, and both in word
and deed will stoutly abet it.
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A demure, bashful, timorous friendship, will SEEM.
rather prejudice than help it; for nothing will more
—
animate its foes to assail and persecute it, than observing its friends to slink and sneak: when good
men hide their faces, as if they were ashamed of
their goodness, then bad men will grow more impudent and insolent in their outrages against it.
Wherefore, if we would have goodness hold up
its head, we must openly take its part; if we would
not be guilty of its ruin, we must stand up to uphold it; for whoever openly compheth with sin, or
neglecteth his duty, may well be charged with its
ruin; since if thou so desertest goodness, another
after thy pattern may do the like, and a third may
follow him; so the neglect of it may soon be propagated, until at length it may be quite abandoned,
and left destitute of support: if it doth not thus
happen, it will as to thee be accidental, and no
thanks to thee for its better fortune.
The declension of piety is not perhaps more to
be ascribed to any other cause than to this, that
men who approve goodness in their hearts are so
backward to shew it in their practice; that good
men do so affect retirement and wrapping up their
virtue in obscurity; that most men think it enough,
if in the cause of Religion against profaneness and
dissoluteness they appear neuters, and do not
impugn it: for if in a time of infection all sound
men do shut up themselves, and all sick men walk
abroad, how necessarily must the plague reign in
the place ?
2 Charity toward our neighbour demandeth
from us a great care of our conversation before
men.
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SEEM.
The law of charity, which is the great law of
— Christianity, doth oblige us earnestly to further our
neighbour's good of all kinds, especially that which
is incomparably his best good, the welfare of his
soul; which how can we better do, than by attracting him to the performance of his duty to God, and
by withdrawing him from the commission of sin ?
And how can we do that without an apparently
good conversation, or without plainly declaring, as
occasion sheweth, for virtue, both in word and
deed ? how can a shy reservedness conduce to that
end? what will invisible thoughts or affections of
heart confer thereto?
Eom. xiv.
I t is a precept of charity, that we should pursue
I Cor. xiv. things wherewith one may edify another: and how
can we perform that duty, without imparting our
mind, and, as it were, transfusing it into others; so
as by converting them from error and sin, by instilling good principles, by exciting good resolutions, to lay in them a foundation of goodness, or
by cherishing and improving the same to rear a
structure of virtue in them? how can we mutually
edify without mutually advising virtue, exhorting
to it, recommending and impressing it by our exemplary behaviour?
The Apostles do enjoin, that. We should exhort
I Thess. V. one another, and edify one another; that. We should
Heb. X. 24. consider one another, to provoke (or to whet and
instigate one another) to love and to good works;
the which can nowise be performed, without expressly declaring for goodness and remarkable
actings in its behalf: to commend and press it by
word is a part of our duty; but not all of it, nor
sufficient to this purpose; especially seeing we can-
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not urge that with good confidence, nor shall be ^^w^'
held serious in pleading for it, which we do not
ourselves embrace in practice; for how can we
expect, that our reason should convince others, when
it doth not appear really to have persuaded ourselves, when our doings evidently do argue the
weakness of our discourse ?
Words hardly will ever move without practice,
although practice sometimes will persuade without
words; according to that of St Peter, Ye wives, be i Pet. iii.
in subjection to your own husbands, that if any '
obey not the word, they may without the word he
won by the conversation of the wives, while they
behold your chaste conversation coupled with fear,
(or due reverence to them.)
Again; We are frequently commanded to shun i Cor. x.
the giving any offence, or the putting a stumbling- viii'. 9.
block, or an occasion to fall, in the way of our bro- Kom'^riv^'
ther; that is, to do any thing which anywise may '2"
confer to his incurring any sin: the which precepts
are violated not only by positive and active influence, by proposing erroneous doctrine, evil advice,
fraudulent enticements to sin, or discouragements
from duty; but also by withholding the means
serving to prevent his transgression; such as a tacit
indulgence or connivance, when good admonition
may reclaim him; the omission of good example
when it is seasonable, and probably may prove efficacious : for these neglects have a moral causality,
inducing or encouraging the commission of sin; our
silence, our forbearing to act, our declining fair
opportunities to guide him into the right way will
be taken for signs of approbation and consent;
and consequently as arguments to justify or to
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^^^^-

excuse bad practice, in proportion to the authority and esteem we have; which ever will be
some in this case, when they favour the infirmity
of men.
Charity doth further oblige us, upon just cause,
and in due season, to check and reprove our neighI Thess. V. bour misdomcaning himself; for. Warn the disor"Eph.y. II. derly, saith the Apostle; and. Have no fellowship,
saith he, with the unfruitful works of darkness, but
Levit. xix. rather reprove them; and, Thou shall not, saith the
Law, hate thy brother in thy heart, thou shall in anywise rebuke thy neighbour, and not suffer sin upon
him: where forbearance of reproof is implied to
shew not only a defect of charity, but hatred of our
brother; and a good reason is intimated for it,
because in so doing we suffer sin to lie upon him;
not hindering his progress in it, not endeavouring
his conversion from it: but reproof is an overt act;
involving somewhat of openness and plain freedom,
such as the Wise IMan doth prefer before close
Prov.
good-will; for. Open rebuke, saith he, is better than
xxvii. ^.

,

secret Love.

Gen. iv. 9.
We are all thus far the keepers of our brethren,
and it is a charge incumbent on us, by all good
means to preserve them from the worst of mischiefs.
I n fine, there is plainly nothing more inconsistent with true charity, than such a compliance
with sin or neglect of duty in the sight of our
neighbour, which is scandalous, or may prove contagious to him; for how can we love him, whose
chief good, whose eternal welfare we do not tender ?
whom we do not fear to seduce into the way of
extreme misery, or do not at least care to lead into
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the way of happiness? whom without any check SEEM.
we can suffer to forfeit the best goods, and to incur —-——
the saddest calamities?
Wherefore, if the love of ourselves and a sober
regard to our own welfare be not sufficient to induce
us, yet a charitable disposition and a concernedness
for our neighbour (for our brethren, our relations,
our friends) should move us to a good, innocent,
virtuous, fruitful, and exemplary conversation: if
we do not care to save ourselves, yet let it Rom. xiv.
pity us to damn and destroy others by our negligence.
3 But if charity will not move us, yet
justice, exacting from us a care of our good
conversation before men, should constrain us
thereto.
Exemplary and edifying conversation is a debt
which we owe to the world, a good office imposed
on us by the laws of common humanity.
When without our own hurt or inconvenience
we can do considerable good to our neighbour, he
hath a title thereto, (granted by the common Author
of our nature, the absolute Lord of all we are or
have,) and he may justly demand it from us; as
we in like case might claim it from him, and certainly would in matters agreeable to our humour
expect it: wherefore seeing good conversation not
only doth not harm or incommode us, but is most
beneficial to ourselves, and it exceedingly may
benefit our neighbour, it is most just that we should
afford it to him: it is no more than fair dealing to
do it; to neglect it is a real injury to him.
To set ill example before our neighbour, or
(which is in part and in effect the same) to withhold
B. S. VOL. IV

^"
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SEEM, good example from him, (for not to give a good ex^ ample is a bad thing, and so a bad example; this,)
I say, is plainly a great iniquity, and a wrong to
him. For,
Is it not an injury to offer a cup of poison to
any man, to invite him to drink it, to be his taster
of it, so drawing him to take it off without suspicion or fear of deadly mischief? is it not an injury to forbear warning him thereof, or not to deter
him from it, when it standeth before him, and he is
ready to put it to his mouth ? would not such a man
in all conscionable esteem pass for a murderer of
his neighbour?
Is it hot a great wrong to carry any man out of
his way (out of a right, easy, fair, and safe road)
into mazes, thickets, and sloughs, or into intricate,
foul, dangerous by-ways? Is it not wrongful, when
he doth wander or err, not to reduce him thence,
not to set him in the right way ?
Is it not very foul dealing to bring a man to a
steep precipice, and thence to leap down before
him? is it not so, not to stop him, when he is on
the brink, and blindly moving forward to cast himself down headlong?
If these be injurious dealings, then palpably it
is far more such to yield any enticements or encouragements, yea not to put obstructions, if we are
able, to our neighbour's incurring sin, which to his
soul is all those things; the most baneful venom,
the most woful exorbitancy, the most pernicious
gulf that can be.
Prov. viii.
Wo by sinuiug do not only, as the Wise IVIaii
^^'
saith, wrong our own souls, but we do also wrong
the souls of others; drawing them or driving them.
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by the efficacious impulse of our example"*, into SEEM.
LIV.
mischief and misery; for. When, saith St Paul, .ye
sin so against the brethren, and wound their weak J^*^°'"-'^"'
conscience, ye sin against Christ^; he there speaketh
of bad example; the which he not only affirmeth
to be sinful in regard of Christ, but calleth it sinning against our brethren; and supposeth that we
thereby do w^ound or smite their conscience; which
to do is surely no less wrong to them, than if we
should assault, beat, and wound their bodies; the
wounds of conscience being of all most grievous,
and producing most insupportable affliction; according to that of the Wise ]VIan, The spirit of a man Prov.
will bear his infirmities, hut a wounded spirit who ^ "'' '''
can bear?
Indeed, by thus hurting our neighbour, we do
him a wrong, not only very great in itself, but such
as may probably be irreparable, for which hardly
we can ever be able to make him any restitution
or compensation; for a better example scarce will
reach all whom a bad example hath touched; the
best example hardly will avail to undo that which a
bad example hath done; if thereby we have engaged our neighbour in sin, we by no means can
restore his lost innocence, or prevent his saying.
Woe be to me, for I have sinned: it will be very Lam. v. 16
difficult to recover him into that state (that sound
condition of soul) from which we did move him; it
will however cost him, if not a final ruin, yet a sore i c or. viu.
repentance; the pangs whereof no compensation I I .
* 'O yap dpapTavaiv etrav e'ibr] rtva opoia avTW bpavra, olKoSoprjot]o-erat els TO TO. avTa woielv.—Const.
A p . II. 17. [ C o t e l . F a t . A p o s t .
T o m . I. p . 225 ]
'TvTTTovTes avicov rrjv avveibrjcriv daBevoiiaav.—1
Cor. vni. 1.^.
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SEEM, which we can yield will requite: the wounds which
'.— we thereby do inflict may rankle and prove incurable; they assuredly will find no easy cure; they
must however either in consequence or in the correction be very painful; and they will leave an ugly
scar behind them.
The injustice of this practice may also further
appear upon divers special accounts.
All men esteem pity a debt which one man
oweth to another, as liable to grief and misery, (the
obligation whereto is written in the bowels of each
man;) which pity will incline to succour the object
of it in danger or distress; wherefore every man
by the natural law is bound to endeavour the prevention or the rescue of another falling into misjude 22, chief; according to that of St Jude, Of some have
^3compassion, making a difference, and others save
with fear, pulling them out of the fire; whence to
draw men into sin by ill practice, or not to restrain
them from it by good, is unjust, as a pitiless, hardhearted, cruel thing"
Again; All men hold flattery to be a practice
very abusive, or more than simply wrongful; as
with injury joining contempt and cozenage; taking
advantage of a man's infirmity to work prejudice to
him; it is indeed a mischievous, a pernicious, and
withal a perfidious, an insidious, an ensnaring pracProv. xxvi. tice; for, A flattering mouth, saith the Wise ]V[an,
xxix. 5; worketh ruin; and, A man that fiattereth his neighXXXI. 30. i^Qy^y spreadeth a net for his feet: but flattery is not
only verbal; the worst flattery is not that whereby
men soothe and gloze with their lips, encouraging
" 7/2.9 sons made themselves vile, and he restrained them not.—
1 Sam. iii. 13.

in the Sight of all Men.

181

others by fictitious commendations to persist in bad SEEM
LIV
courses; there is a tacit flattery, when by our connivance at sin we seem to approve it; there is a
real flattery, w^hen by our compliance with sin we
recommend it to our camerades; these do not look
so grossly, yet do insinuate our mind, and commonly do inveigle to sin more effectually; men
being more apt to trust our deeds than our words,
being more pleased in our vouching their actions by
a participation in them, and running a common
hazard with them, than in our straining to commend or to excuse them: whence it is, that gross
flattery hath its effect chiefly upon simpler folks,
but this subtle flattery doth often gull and abuse
persons of greatest capacity.
Again; A good conversation before men is a
part of that due respect which we owe to them.
There is a regard and a kind of reverence to be had
toward every man; which should engage us to behave ourselves decently in his presence, signifying
a consideration and esteem of his person, of his
opinion, of his resentment, of his affection toward
us: to do any foul or unhandsome thing is a contempt of him, a rudeness toward him, an affront
put on him; whereby in effect we do slight, disparage, and reproach him; implying, that we do
little value his judgment, that we care not for his
good-will; that we presume he hath not the sense
to discern, or hath not the spirit to dislike, or must
have the patience to comport with our unseemly
and unsavoury carriage. And if to do other unhandsome things before men is such an indignity
offered to them, then it is especially such to commit
sin before them, which is the most ugly, the most
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sordid, the most loathsome behaviour that can be ;
.

.

.

'. there is no deformity, no turpitude in nature comparable to sin; nothing so offensive, so distasteful,
so abominable to a rational sense; so that the Wise
Prov. xiv. Man's saying is very true, taken any way. He that
2i;xi. 12. (^QgpigQfh his neighbour sinneth: it is both a sin to
contemn him, and sinning is an argument of contempt toward him; nor can we better observe St
I Pet. ii. Peter's injunction, that we honour all men than by
^'^'
forbearing to sin in their presence, out of respect to
them. But further,
4 Let us consider, that a good conversation
before men is a public benefit, a great advantage to
the world and common state of men.
I t is not only a good office of charity to this or
that man; but it layeth a general obligation on our
country, on our age, on posterity itself; upon which
a fruitful life, an exemplary virtue may have notable
influence.
A s notorious sin is a plague to the world,
throwing infection and death about it; provoking
the wrath of heaven, and thence deriving vengeance on it; so notable virtue is a general blessing,
producing most wholesome and comfortable effects
to mankind.
For how can one more oblige the public, than
by conferring help to uphold the reputation, and to
propagate the entertainment of those things, which
are the main props of the world, for the sake of
which it standeth, and by the means of which it is
sustained; than by preserving the virtue and power
of conscience, which is the band of all society, the
guardian of faith and honesty, the best ensurer of
justice, order, and peace in the state, (that which
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exalteth a nation, and estabhsheth a kingdom;) SEEM.
than by producing and promoting those things LIV.
which certainly will procure the favour and blessing 3™xx!2'8of God on any people ?
How can a man better deserve of the world,
than by concurring to stop the contagion of sin, and
the overspreading deluge of iniquity, together with
all the lamentable mischiefs consequent on them;
than by averting the fierce wrath and severe judgments of God, which a general prevalence of wickedness necessarily will bring down ?
IMost men pretend to be concerned even for the
honour of their country; and how can we better
promote that, than by checking the progress of sin,
which will not only be the bane, but is, as Solomon
telleth us. The reproach of any people ?
xiv. 34.
It may possibly be, it hath really been, that the
conspicuous virtue of a few men (yea sometimes of
one single person) hath leavened a country, hath
seasoned an age, hath imbued posterity with an
admiration of goodness, and with an affection to it.
One man, saith St Chrysostom, inflamed with zeal
may suffice to reform an entire people ^ So among
the pagans one person did set up the study of
morality, and worthily was styled, The parent of
(that most useful) philosophy^; whereby he did exceedingly benefit mankind, and did confer much
toward preparing men for the reception of our
heavenly philosophy.
Such our Lord designed his Apostles to be; for.
Ye, saith he, are the lights of the world, ye are the MM.V.13,
14.
* 'ApKel els avdpcoTTOs C^XM TreTrvpapevos oXoKXrjpov biopdmaaa-dai
b^pov—Chrys. 'Avbp. a.
[Opp. T o m . VI. p . 461.]
* Socrates philosophise parens.—Cic. [de Fin. ii. 1.]
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SEEM, salt of the earth; and such in effect they did prove,
God by them, as St Paul saith, manifesting the sa14. °^'"" vour of his knowledge in every place; they not only
by their heavenly doctrine, but chiefly by the lustre
and influence of their holy example, converting the
world from impious errors and naughty practices
unto true Religion and virtuous conversation; they
did lead men to goodness not only by the ears, but
Phil. iii. 17. by I\Q eyes, seeing their excellent life, and walking
iv. 16. 'as they had them for ensamples.
7, 9. ' '
I t consequently may be, yea hath been, that the
singular integrity of one, or of a few persons, displaying itself, hath appeased Divine wrath, and
hath staved off imminent ruin from a people. So
2 Pet. ii. 5. one Noah, publicly maintaining and preaching
righteousness, did preserve the whole race of men
Gen.xviii. froui extirpation; so ten persons avowing righteousness would have kept Sodom from that rueful
destruction; so one good man (notably owning God,
and interposing for the concerns of piety) might
have prevented that calamitous vengeance which
fell upon Israel; as Jeremy told before, andEzekiel
affirmed after it; Run ye to and fro, saith God in
Jer. V. I. Jeremy, through the streets of Jerusalem,, and see
now and know, and seek in the broad places thereof,
if ye can find a man, if there be any that executeth
judgment, that seeketh truth, and I will pardo7i it:
Ezek. xxii. and, I sought for a man, saith God in Ezekiel,
among them, that should make up the hedge, and
stand in the gap before me for the land, that I should
not destroy it, but I found none; therefore have I
p)oured mine indignation upon them: there was then
Isai. i. 9. a remnant of those who closely did serve God; and
xix. 14,18. perhaps seven thousand unknown persons, who had
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not in their hearts deserted Religion; but this did SEEM.
not avert God's wrath, or preserve the nation from
captivity; as a few openly professing and resolutely
practising goodness might have done.
Now who would not be glad of being so public
a friend, so general a benefactor, in performing that
which doth otherwise so much become him, and so
greatly behove him; yielding him the best ornaments and highest advantages even upon his private account? who would not be ambitious both
to oblige his country, and to save his own soul
together, by a worthy conversation?
Assuredly nothing can be devised more conducible to the effecting a reformation and amendment of the world, (and consequently to the
prosperity and felicity of mankind here,) than a
conspiracy of good men in a frank and brisk
avowing of goodness in the face of the world.
5 A care of our conversation in the sight of
men is needful for the preservation of our good
name and fair repute among them.
A good name in Holy Scripture is represented ^^?^™°;
as a special gift and blessing of God, bestowed in Eccies.^vi.
recompense of piety and virtue, and preferred before other most considerable gifts and blessings
concerning our external state; for, By humility, Prov. xxii.
saith the Wise ]Man, and the fear of the Lord are PS. cxii. 9.
riches and honour; both are the rewards of piety; ,_™'' ™'
but comparing them, A good name, saith he, is
rather to be chosen than great riches: it cannot
therefore be a contemptible thing, nor ought it to
be neglected by u s ; for none of God's gifts, no
reward which he proposeth, ought to be shghted.
Reason and experience also do concur in shew-
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SEEM, ing, that a good repute is a valuable thing, not
only as a fair ornament of our persons, and a commodious instrument of action toward our private
welfare, as a guard of our safety and quiet, as
serving to procure divers conveniences of life; but
as very advantageous*^, very useful upon moral
and spiritual accounts; qualifying us with greater
ease and efficacy to serve God, and to do good;
for, indeed, it is manifest, that without it we shall
be uncapable of doing God or man any considerable service.
Wherefore in duty and wisdom we should be
careful of preserving this jewel; the which we cannot otherwise do, than by observing this apostolical
rule, of providing things honest in the sight of all
men; for a good conversation is the only guard
and convoy of a good name: how can men conceive good opinion of us, otherwise than from a
view of worthy qualities and good deeds? They
may charitably hope, but they cannot confidently
judge well of us, otherwise than upon good eviMatt. vii. dence: Ye shall know them by their fruits, (that is,
' by apparent works, falling under human cognizance,) is the rule whereby our Saviour teacheth
us to distinguish of men, and to build a right
opinion concerning them. Honour is the shadow,
the inseparable attendant of conspicuous virtue.
A good conversation will, indeed, command
esteem and irresistibly extort respect from all
men.
Wise and good men heartily will approve it,
and gladly will yield it due commendation; they
Kom. xiv. cannot but honour it whenever they see it, as best
i8.

'
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Ai oiKovopiav Tiva.—M.
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suiting with their own iudgment and with their
^

.?

-^

^

anection.
Yea, it will procure respect even from the worst
men; for it is a mistake to think, that bad men
really do or can despise true goodness: in truth,
however they may pretend or make a show to
slight and scorn it, however in words they may
flout and revile it, yet in their hearts they cannot
but admire and reverence it; although their will
may be so perverted as to set them against it, yet
their reason cannot be so destroyed (or natural
light so quenched in them) as to disapj^rove it;
they do but vilely dissemble, and belie their conscience, when they make as if they did condemn
or contemn it: As, saith St Chrysostom, they who
openly do fatter ill livers, do in their mind reprove
them; so they who envy the workers of good, in
their conscience will admire and approve them^:
at least they will do thus in their sober mind;
when with any serious application they do reflect
on things; when the eye of their soul is anywise
cleared from the mists of lust and passion: it is
not to be heeded what they say in a fluster or
ranting mood, when they are near out of their
wits, and have their judgment stifled by sensual
imaginations; but what they think when their
mind is somewhat composed, and natural light
doth shine freely in it.
Indeed, such wretches really do most despise
those who consort and comply with them in sinful follies; as they cannot in their hearts honour
^ Oi ev ^aa-Kaviq TOVTO noiovvTes, Kara TO o-vveibos vpds davpaa-ovTOi,
Kal dnobe^ovTar aanep ovv ol (pavepwsKoXaKevovTes TOVS ev rrovrjpla^SvTas,

Kara voiv bia^aXXovai.—Chrys. in Matt. v. 16. [Opp. Tom. ii.p, 101.]
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SEE^ii. themselves, so they cannot esteem those whom they
— find like unto them; especially they despise those
whom they observe to be so base and silly, as
against their own judgment and conscience to fear
their displeasure or to regard their censure; looking upon them as vassals to their humour, and
renegadoes from their own conscience.
]Moreover, a good conversation certainly will
engage Almighty God to protect our reputation,
and to confer honour upon us. For he as Governor
of the world, the Patron of goodness, the Dispenser
of proper rewards to all, is in a manner bound to
encourage those openly who visibly do own him
and take his part, who promote his glory and interest, who pay him due service and obedience,
who in regard to his authority do faithfully pursue
that which is right and good; he surely will see
fit to repay such in the same kind, by openly acknowledging, countenancing, and honouring them:
accordingly he hath tied himself to do so by his
I Sam. ii. express word and promise; for. Them, saith he, that
honour me I will honour; and they that despise me
shall be lightly esteemed: he said it in reference to
iii-13old Eli, who had neglected the duty of restraining
his sons from sin; which is a case very much of kin
Luke xii. 8. to all uegloct of exemplary piety. And, Whosoever, saith our Lord, shall confess me before men,
him shall the Son of man also confess before the
angels of God; but he that denieth me before men
shall be denied before the angels of God: the which
(one most comfortable, the other most terrible) sentences are to be understood, he that confesseth our
Lord not merely by verbal profession, (for divers
22," 23.^"' such who say. Lord, Lord, he will not so much as
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know at the final judgment,) but in real practice; ^f^he that denieth him, not only by renouncing him
with the tongue, but by disobeying him in scandalous conversation, by working iniquity, by the apostasy of bad manners.
6 Lastly; The public discharge of a good
conscience will yield manifold advantages and
great benefits to ourselves; not only as good (and
thence needful to our salvation and our comfort)
but as public; some of which I shall touch.
Such a practice will much secure and strengthen
us in goodness; for he that hath the heart with
resolution and constancy to do well, notwithstanding any worldly discouragement, although he
thereby doth cross the humour of the world, and
incurreth the displeasure, envy, hatred, censure,
and obloquy of men, he thus having exalted his
virtue above the favour and fear of the world,
hath set it in a safe place, hath rendered it impregnable.
The consideration of having attained so haj)py
and so worthy a victory over the most dangerous
temptations (the victory of faith over the world) i John v.
will be very comfortable; and the sufferings which
(from the disfavour, enmity, and opposition of men)
do attend such a practice, being a kind of martyrdom, will yield all the joys and comforts (together
with the hopes and rewards) of an heroical patience.
It will afford great satisfaction of mind to reflect
on the consequences of such a practice; and to consider that our resolution hath engaged or confirmed
others in goodness, hath preserved them from sin,
hath withdrawn them from bad courses, and saved
them from perdition; that we have been instru-
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SEEM, mental to the salvation and happiness of any soul;
that, beside our own sins, (which are a burden too
heavy for any man well to bear,) we have not the
sins of others to account for, and shall not be loaded
with the guilt of those, whom our neglect of duty,
our compliance with sin, our stupid coldness and indifference in regard to spiritual affairs, our dissimulation or connivance at the scandalous violation of
God's honour and transgression of his laws, might
have encouraged in sin; that we are not liable to
Ezek. xiii. that Toproof in the Prophet, Ye have strengthened
the hands of the wicked, that he should not return
from his wicked way.
We shall highly oblige those whom by our good
endeavour or example we shall convert to righteousness, or reclaim from iniquity, or shall anywise stop
in their career to ruin; who when they shall recover
from their error, and soberly reflect on their case,
2 Tim. ii. (v/hon they shall dvavrj(peiv, become again sober, getting out as it were of their drunken fit,) will heartily
thank us, will bless us, will pray for us, as having
laid on them a very great obligation, and done them
the greatest kindness that could be; so that they
will be ready to say to us, as David did to AbiI Sam. gail, Blessed he the Lord God of Israel, who sent
XXV. 32. ^j^^^ ^^^-^ ^^^ ^^ meet me: and blessed be thy advice,
and blessed be thou, which hast kept me this day
from shedding of blood: this will be the consequence of plain dealing in such cases, and that will
Prov.
be fulfilled which the Wise IMan saith. He that
xxvii! 6^f' rebuketh a man, afterwards shall find more favour,
^^'^- ^^- than he that fiattereth with the tongue.
We thereby shall escape the sore complaints
and fell curses of those whom our naughty or care-
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less demeanour hath involved in sinful practice; for SEEM.
when their conscience is awakened into a sense of
their guilt, when they feel the stings of remorse,
when they perceive the extreme damage and woe
which they have incurred, then will they discharge
their resentments of heart against those, who have
anywise been accessory to their fall into such a
condition; then in their bitterness of soul, in the
agony of their sorrow and perplexity, they will be
apt to exclaim. Cursed be the day that I knew such
an one, or that I did converse with him, who did
betray me into this plight, who did inveigle me into
temptation, who did not pluck me back from that
sinful practice by which I now so deeply suffer;
cursed be his base cowardice, his fond modesty, his
affected wisdom, his treacherous negligence, his unconscionable indifference, his impious w^ant of zeal
for God's honour and charity for my soul, which did
keep him from checking me in my bad courses and
reclaiming me to my duty by wholesome reproof,
by seasonable advice, by exemplary practice before
me: it will surely be a great comfort to us, that
we have not given occasion for such complaints;
but in proportion may say with St Paul, / am pure Acts xx.
from the blood of all men; for I have not shunned g^ek.
to declare unto you all the counsel of God.
^'^™^' ''^'
I t is also no small advantage to us, that by a
good conversation we shall procure the particular
friendship and affection of good men; for it is that
which discovereth good men to one another, which
kindleth their affection toward each other, which
draweth them together, and breedeth a familiarity
between them, and knitteth their hearts together m
a holy love; from whence they come to enjoy the
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SEEiM. faithful advice, the kind assistance, the seasonable
LIV

consolations, and the hearty prayers each of other;
the which great benefits are lost by concealment of
ourselves, and reservedness in doing good; for how
can any man know him to deserve love, whose
goodness is not discernible?
Such considerations may induce all persons, of
every rank and condition, to observe this apostolical
precept, so far as their capacities do reach; I shall
only adjoin, that it especially doth concern persons
of quality, in proportion to their eminency in dignity, power, authority, reputation, or any peculiar
advantage, whereby the beneficial efficacy of good
conversation is increased.
Matt.
V.
Such persons are like a city seated on a moun14
tain, which cannot be hid; the height of their station and lustre of their quality do expose them to
the observation of all; and their authority doth
recommend their practice to the imitation of observers.
Their example cannot fail of having a mighty
influence; its light doth guide men, its weight doth
sway them; it doth seem to warrant and authorize
practice; inferiors would be afraid or ashamed to
discost from it.
They have not the temptations which other men
have to comply with sin out of fear, out of complaisance, out of design; they being to lead and give
law, not to follow or receive it; they being the first
movers in conversation; the fashion being regulated
by them, or indeed being merely a conformity to
their deportment.
They should by their innocence*' qualify them^ Const. Apost. II. 17. [Cotel. Pat. Apost. Tom. i. p. 225.]
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selves to reprove others with authority and cou- SEEM.
rage.
'—
They in gratitude to God, who hath bestowed
on them such advantages, are obliged to employ
them for his service.
They particularly were designed and endowed
with those advantages, that by them they might Eom. xiii.
countenance, might encourage, might reward, might tvet. ii.
by all means promote goodness in the world.
'*'
They accordingly are responsible for the influence their conversation hath; so that in the final
account most actions of men wiU lie at their door,
so that they shall respectively be either highly
rewarded for the virtues and good works, or severely punished for the vices and sins of mankind:
the which most weighty consideration I leave by
God's grace to be seriously applied by them who
are concerned therein.

B. S. VOL. IV.

] 3

SERMON LV.
PROVIDE THINGS HONEST IN THE SIGHT OF
ALL MEN.

2 COE. V i n . 21.
Providing for honest things, not only in the sight of the
Lord, hut also in the sight of men.
SEEM. T F we observe the world, we may easily therein
LV.
-L discern many persons, who being inwardly well
disposed (standing right both in judgment and affection to goodness) are yet loath to appear very good,
and hardly will own Christian virtue in the constant
discharge of public duties, or in strict abstinence
from sinful practices; but commonly (against the
dictate of their reason, and sense of their heart)
neglect the one, and comply with the other: an odd
sort of hypocrites or dissemblers; who studiously
conceal their better part, and counterfeit themselves
worse than they are; who adore God in their hearts,
and address devotions to him in their closets, but
scarce vrill avow him in their visible profession and
practice; who have a conscience, but are shy of
disclosing it, or letting it take air, and walk in open
light, confining it as a criminal to close restraint or
obscure retirement; who gladly would be rehgious
and stanch, if there might be no notice taken of
it, but take care of being remarkable (or as it Avere
scandalous) for it; who think fit to compromise and
compound the business between God and the world,
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maintaining a neutrality and correspondence with SEEM.
both, so as privately to court the one and publicly —^
to close with the other.
Such practice is flatly repugnant to that rule,
which otherwhere in precept, and here by his own
example, the holy Apostle doth recommend to us;
directing us not only before God, (that is, in our
heart, and in our secret retirements, which God
alone doth behold,) but also before all men, evw-n-iov Rom. xii.
•n-dvTwv dvdpwTTwv, that is, in our external and ^'^'
visible conversation, carefully to perform things
good and laudable, eschewing whatever is bad or
culpable.
Our obligation to which rule hath already been
confirmed by divers other precepts in Holy Scripture, concurring in the injunction of it; and its
observance urged by various positive considerations
of great weight and force, (declaring how necessary
it is for promoting God's honour and glory, how
requisite it is for maintaining the dignity of our
profession, and advancing the interests of goodness,
how charity and justice toward our neighbour do
exact it from us, how conducible it is to the public
benefit of mankind, and how advantageous in many
respects to our own particular welfare;) and not insisting further upon those considerations, I shall
now only enforce it by scanning the common principles, grounds, motives, pretences or excuses of
the contrary practice, which I before touched, of
openly deserting virtue, or declining the performance of duty before men; and by shewing how
very foolish and vain, how very naughty and base,
how very mischievous, dangerous, and pernicious
they are.
13—2
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SEEM.
They chiefly are those which I shall immediately
" touch and reflect upon.
I IVIen commonly in their visible conversation
do neglect their duty, or comply with sin out of
modesty; because they are ashamed of doing that
which may expose them to some disgrace or censure; because virtuous practice may raise distaste
in the company, and provoke the scorn of those
with whom they converse; because such a point of
duty is out of request, and slighted in the world;
Jer. i. 8. they are afraid of men's faces; their tender forehead
cannot sustain derision, or endure to be flouted for
being out of the mode, and wearing an uncouth
garb of conscience.
But this plainly is a perverse and unmanly modesty ; a fond, a vile, a shameful shame: fie on it!
should any man be ashamed of that, which is his
chief beauty, his best ornament, his sole dignity and
glory? should a man be ashamed of being evidently
wise in his conduct, of follovring his reason, of consulting his true interest, of pursuing his own certain
welfare and felicity? is it fit that any man should
be ashamed of paying due acknowledgment, of yielding due reverence, of rendering due gratitude, of
performing due service to his Creator, sovereign
Lord, and great Benefactor; to whom he oweth all,
upon whose will he entirely dependeth, at whose
absolute disposal he is ? Surely these are no shameful things, but such rather wherein we ought to
have the greatest confidence, which we ought to
perform with the greatest assurance.
If we are bashful, let us be so in regard to
things which are truly shameful; let us be ashamed
of sin, that is, of our most real deformity, our tur-
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pitude, our disgrace, our wretchedness; the which, SEEM.
LV.
indeed, is the only dishonourable and despicable
thing; the which did first produce shame, and did
introduce it into the world, (for while innocence did Gen. iii. 2,
abide, there was no shame,) and the which will ever '°'"' ^
carry shame along as its inseparable adherent: it
would, indeed, become us to blush at our horrible
unworthiness and detestable ingratitude toward our
bountiful Lord, and most gracious Redeemer; it
were proper for us to be confounded at our extreme
folly and foul treachery toward ourselves, in betraying our souls to guilt, to regret, to wo-ath and
punishment: who should be ashamed, who not, the
holy Psalmist hath well taught us. Let none that Ps. xxv. 3;
wait on thee he ashamxd; let them be ashamed which 80,^'
transgress without cause: and. Let the proud be
ashamed—but let my heart he sound in thy statutes,
that I be not ashamed.
I t is true modesty to be ashamed of doing unworthy and unhandsome things; but to be ashamed
of doing what reason and duty require, is pitiful
weakness of mind.
We do not owe so much regard to vicious and
vain persons, as to be dashed out of countenance
by them; we should rather by our masculine resolution and upright confidence put them to confusion. Tit. ii. 8.
If shame be an evil which we would avoid, the
only remedy thereof we may learn from those words
of the Psalmist, Then shall I not be ashamed, when Ps. cxix. 6.
I have respect to thy testimonies: but it is a fond
course to shun disgrace by doing that which alone
deserveth it.
Is it not also a wild thing to seem modest toward men, while we are really so bold with God,
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SEEM, as presumptuously to offend him, to affront him, to
provoke him (as those in the Prophet did) to his
Is. ixy. 3. f^gg ? fQj. gQ indeed, every sinner doth; and as it is
J e r . VI. 17;

'

J

.J

• 1

/-i

1

viii. 12.

the greatest inadvertency not to consider God
alway present with us, so it is the height of impudence to sin in his presence, or to prefer a regard
to men before the reverence due to his eye*
Is it not also great folly for declining a little
present transient disgrace, to do that whereof
afterward we shall be grievously and perpetuaUy
Wisd. iv. ashamed; which we shall never remember or reflect
20.

upon without confusion, (according to that of the
Jer. xxii. ^pogtle, What fruit had ye of those things whereof
Eom. vi. yQ are now. ashamed?) the consequence whereof is
Dan. xii.2. OUT standing obnoxious to shame and everlasting
contempt?
If we be thus ashamed of God, and of our duty
to him, may he not justly in recompense be ashamed
of us, and disdain to own us in favour and mercy?
Luke ix. H e will surely, he hath often declared so; Whoso2 Tim. ii. ever, saith our Lord, shall be ashamed of me and
of my words, of him shall theSon of man be ashamed,
when he shall come in his own glory, and in his
Father's, and of the holy angels.
2 Another principle, near of kin to the former,
disposing men to commit sin, or wave duty in their
open conversation, is fear of losing the good-will,
or getting the ill-will of men.
I t must often happen, that whoever will be virtuous, and stick to his duty, will forfeit the favour
of men, will incur their displeasure, will provoke
their indignation; by crossing their humour and
* Quid qujeso rationis habct verecundari ad diem hominis, et
vultumDoi non vereri?—Bern. Ep. cvni. [Opp. Tom. i. col. 116 B.]
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conceit, by imphcitly slighting their opinion and s^^^condemning their practice: this is the portion and
fate of strict and stiff piety; the friendship of God James iy.4.
and the world are not well consistent; and St Paul's 15.
rule may be converted. If I should please men, I ^^^- '• '°should not be the servant of Christ: hence men,
prizing the favour of men with the advantages of
it, and dreading their anger, hatred, disdain, with
the mischiefs consequent on them, are scared from

their duty.
But in truth this is a silly, a base, a sorry fear,
arguing wretched meanness of spirit, and pitiful
cowardice. For
Dost thou, fond wretch, fear to lose the favour
of man, whose favour doth avail nothing to thy
main interests, and cannot anywise considerably
benefit thee, (for in no respect dost thou depend
on his will and providence,) but dost not fear being
deprived of God's favour, upon which all thy good
hangeth, wherein thy felicity consisteth, without
which thou art uncapable of any prosperity, of any
security, of any joy or comfort ?
Dost thou fear the displeasure of man, of poor
impotent man, a sorry frail worm. Whose breath is Joh xxv. 6.
in his nostrils, (ready to fly away in every moment,)
whose anger can do thee no real harm, whose
power can hardly touch thee, can nowdse reach thy
soul or its concerns; whilst thou dreadest not to Matt.x.28.
offend the eternal Almighty God, under whose feet
thou liest, ready to be crushed into nothing, or
stamped down into hell at his pleasure ?
Darest thou not, O heartless dastard, to do
that which is in thy power easily to do, which thou
art infinitely concerned to do, which upon so many
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SEEM, accounts thou art obliged to do, out of fear to cross
1 thine equal, yea, far thine inferior in this case; for
he that standeth to his duty, as he hath the better
cause, so he hath the greater force, and assuredly
will defeat all his opposers?
A r t thou, O pusillanimous slave, in regard to
any creature, thy fellow-subject and servant, afraid
of expressing thy loyalty to thy sovereign Lord,
thy love to infinite goodness, thy gratitude to thy
best friend and kindest benefactor, thy reverence
toward the divine majesty, thine awe of uncontrollable power? is this a reasonable, an excusable, a
tolerable fear ?
Surely if ever to be driven out of heart is reproachful, if ever to be cowed doth argue infirmity
and abjectness of spirit, it is in this case; when we
have all the reason and obligation in the world to
be most courageous and resolute, to fear no colours,
to make our party good against all opposition;
when we have the greatest necessity to engage us,
and the greatest advantage to encourage us to hold
out stoutly; the greatest necessity, seeing all that
we have, our hfe, our salvation, our eternal weal
Deut.
doth lie at stake; For it is not a vain thing for you,
prcxviii. hecause it is your life: the greatest advantage, for
^ , ..., that if we will, we are invincible, and assured of an
Heb.xiu.o.

_

'

_

'

_

Ps. lvi. II; easy victory, seeing we take part with God, and
xxvii. 1,3; have omnipotency on our side; so that we can say
jer.'i. 8; with David, The Lord is my helper, I will not fear
i^ai.'xii.io. what man can do unto me: The Lord is my light
Gen. XXVI. ^^^^ ^ ^ solvation, whom shall I fear ? the Lord is
24;

XV.

I

.

J

'

c/

Num. xiv. the Strength of my life, of whom shall I be afraid?
xxxi. 8.
There is not indeed, to those who are under
XX. 17. God's special protection, and confide in him, any
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thing in nature really formidable or terrible: it is SEEM.
LV
his peculiar attribute to be the mighty and terrible
One; he recommendeth himself to us as Our fear, ^^f^^' ^^'
that is, the special object of it; we therefore do sa- ^g^t^^-i"^'
crilegiously wrong him, by fearing any other thing ^'^ .^- '7;
in such cases of competition, and when we are Ps.ixxvi.7,
concerned to fear him; whence then we are pro-is.'viii. 12^
hibited to fear the greatest powers in the world; 's; ^ii. 10.
Fear not them which kill the body, (if God permit Matt. x.
them,) hut are not able to kill the soul: but rather ^ ' ^ •
fear him who is able to destroy both body and soul
in hell.
Who, saith St Peter, is he that will (or that can)
harm you, TIS 6 KaKwawv vp.ds, if ye be followers o/^i Pet. iii.
that which is good?—wherefore be not afraid of^^'^'^'^^'
their terror, neither be troubled; but sanctify the
Lord God in your hearts, (by a pure confidence in
him.)
I n such cases, we should be ready to accost the
greatest potentates in terms like those of the three
brave youths in Daniel; O Nebuchadnezzg^r, we are i^an- iii,

,

_

-

,

i

not careful to answer thee m this matter. If it be
so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver usfrom
the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out
of thine hand, 0 king. But (however) if not, he it
known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy
gods, nor worship thy golden image which thou hast
set up. And if, in imitation of so worthy an example, we should defy the wrath of the greatest
kings, demanding any sinful compliance from us,
how poor a thing is it to fear the displeasure of
sorry companions enticing us to the like! how
much more should we defy all the crew of hectorly
ruffians and huffing braggadocios!

6—18.
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SEEM.
While wicked profane men are so bold and stout
'-— in impugning goodness, we should be courageous in
Prov.
defence of it. The righteous is as hold as a lion.
XXVIU.
The fear of God (the which is most reasonable
and prudent, and consistent with the bravest courage) should exclude the fear of men; the which is
no less vain than base; the which, indeed, doth involve the wildest boldness, and most rash foolhardiness in the world, pushing us into the most
desperate adventures that can be; while by sinning
we incense the most dreadful anger, we invade the
most formidable power, we incur the most horrible
dangers, we run headlong into the jaws of death
and hell: such a mixture there is of base cowardice and mad audacity in practices issuing from that
principle.
3 ]VIen commonly do neglect the open practice
of virtue out of care to decline envy; for ill men
seeing others endowed with worthy qualities, which
they want; performing good deeds, from which
their infirmity or pravity doth hold them averse;
entitled to commendations, rewards, and advantages to which they cannot aspire, and whereby
they seem to eclipse their credit, or impair their
interest, or expose their unworthiness; cannot look
on such persons without an evil eye, or without
conceiving in their heart malevolent grudges at
them, which they will be apt to vent in spiteful
practices, endeavouring to supplant or blast their
virtue; men are apt to envy the favourites of God,
as they are of princes. Nor, indeed, doth any thing
more powerfully incite men to hurt their neighbour
than such malignity, being edged by that anguish
which their sore eye doth feel; to shun which envy
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and its mischievous effects, men commonly are SEEM.
tempted to withdraw its cause, their own virtue, ———
that its bright lustre may not wound the sight of
such neighbours.
But thus to appease envy by deserting virtue**
is very fond and absurd. For
Shall I cast away my best goods, because
another would not have me to enjoy them? shall I
be terribly sick, to cure another's distempered fancy ?
shall I render myself miserable, because another
doth not like to see me happy? because he doth
want charity, must I forego innocence? because he
doth not love me, shall I hate myself? to please
him merely, without bettering him, to ease him of
a wholesome smart, shall I displease God, and
abuse myself?
Would he not be a silly man, who being envied,
because he seemeth a favourite of his prince, would,
to gratify such enviers, offend his prince? No
surely, this is too fond a regard unto any man's
base disposition, this is too great a gratification of
an enemy's pleasure, this is too slavish a depression
of a man's self: rather let him fret, let him torment himself, let him inflict a just punishment on
his own uncharitable and unworthy humour;
whereby perhaps he may be reduced to discern his
folly and correct his fault.
Would any man upon such terms part with his
estate, mar his business, slur his reputation, or
purposely play the fool? would any man become
poor, infamous, or contemptible, because to be rich,
to be prosperous, to be honourable, to be wise, are
'' Invidiam placare paras virtute relicta ?
Contemnere miser.—
Hor. Sat. ii. 3. [13.]
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SEEM, invidious things? ]V[uch less should a man upon
that account neglect his duty, thereby betraying
his soul, discarding the love and favour of God,
destroying the satisfaction of his conscience, and
forfeiting his hopes of felicity: damages and mischiefs comparable to which all the envy and spite
in the world can nowise bring upon him.
If we would avoid envy, we should not do it
by incurring a worse evil, and rendering ourselves
contemptible for unworthiness; we should rather
damp it by modesty, humility, an inoffensive tenour
of life.
W e should surmount it, and quash it by constant blameless conversation: the which wiU kiU
the envious or the envy.
A n unquestionable virtue will stop the mouth
of detraction, and drive envy into corners, not
daring to shew itself against it.
4 A common principle, from whence neglect of
duty and commission of sin in visible conversation
doth spring, is a fear of infamy and reproach,
whereto the strict practice of virtue is liable; men
not enduring to bear the odious censures, the foul
imputations, the ugly characters, the scurvy epithets, and opprobrious names, wherewith the bold
and spiteful enemies of goodness are wont to
asperse and brand its faithful adherents.
To be deemed weak, credulous, superstitious,
formal, timorous, nice, squeamish, scrupulous, straitlaced, conceited, affected, cross, surly, morose, froward, stubborn, pertinacious, proud.
To be termed a foppish simpleton, doting on
speculations, and enslaved to rules; a fantastical
humourist, a precise bigot, a rigid stoic, a demure
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sneaksby, a clownish singularist, or nonconformist SEEM.
to ordinary usage, a stiff opiniatre; a man of a
pitiful narrow spirit, pent up within a smaU compass, confined by principles, fettered by laws, living
in bondage to his conscience.
These and the like harsh censures, foul reproaches, and abusive scoffs, even all which invention quickened by envy, choler, rancorous spite, and
aided by the malicious fiend, can suggest, wherewith
the profane crew of men usually do conspire to Ps.ivii.3,4.
daub and persecute those who refuse to comply
with their unconscionable extravagancies and impieties, men can hardly brook; and thence to shun
them yield up all, cross their reason, prostitute
their conscience, violate all their obligations;
choosing rather to be justly reproachable for bad
actions, than unjustly reproached for good.
But vdth such a person, who is thus diverted
from his duty, let me expostulate.
Dost thou well to regard what unbridled tongues
out of a wanton mind and corrupt heart do sputter
and foam ? Shall thy practice depend on their loose
wit or licentious talk, so that thou must do nothing
w^hich they shall not be in humour to commend"?
Wilt thou renounce all wisdom, abandon thy
best interest, forfeit thy happiness, to decline a
squib or a flirt''?
Would not he be a stark fool, who would be
railed or jeered out of his way in travel, out of his
business in traffic, out of his estate or real interest
upon any occasion? and is he not evidently far
" Quid turpius, quam sapientis vitam ex insipientium sermone pendere ?—Cic. de Fin. ii. [16.60.]
* Quid de te alii loquantur, ipsi videant.—Scipio apud Cic. in
Somn. [§ 7.]

206

Provide Things honest

SEEM, more such, who will be flouted out of his duty, out
of his salvation, out of any spiritual advantage?
Was not the practice of David more advisable,
Ps. cxix. who said. The proud have had me in derision; yet
51
have I not declined from thy law ?
David, a great king, a man of singular courage
and gallantry, a glorious hero; yet even him did
bold and base people deride. Whom will not profane impudence assail ? whom will not they attempt
to deter from goodness ?
A r t thou so blind as not to discern whence it
cometh that they disparage virtue? that is, from
their extreme vanity and rashness, which move
them to speak any thing without consideration or
discretion; from their great naughtiness and weakness, their being bewitched with pleasure and besotted with vice, which engageth them to take part
so furiously with them; from their malignity and
spite against that which crosseth their fond humours and exorbitant lusts; from their pride, which
swelleth against those who by contrary practice
dissent from their folly, and reprove their wickedness, and eclipse their repute; from their envy,
which repineth at thy appearing better and happier
than themselves, thy excelling them in true worth,
thy enjoying that satisfaction which they want, thy
attaining that blessed hope to which they cannot
aspire: and seeing that their reproaches do issue
from such principles, wilt thou regard them ?
Are their words any slander, who being professed enemies of goodness do naturally impugn it
by the readiest arms they have, a virulent and
petulant tongue''?
Ovbeis (pavXos Toiis a-novbalovs
E p . IT. [ O p p . p . 224 D.]

enaiveiv inropevti..—Isidor

Pelus.
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Can their dirty language, bespattering good SEEM.
things, alter their nature, or render that dishonour
able and odious, which in itself is most excellent,
most amiable, most venerable, most useful and profitable f?
Is it not, indeed, a commendation of virtue,
which should encourage us the more to like it, to
honour it, to embrace it, that vain, wild, dissolute i Pet. ii.
persons, distempered in their minds, notoriously 2 fhess. iii.
void of discretion, of integrity, of sobriety, do pre- ^"
tend to vilify and disgrace it^?
As their commendation is of no worth, so their
reproach is less considerable.
Dost thou not disparage thine own judgment by
heeding theirs, or suffering it to be of any consideration with thee in the conduct of thy life^?
Dost thou take them to be serious in this, or to
speak in good earnest, when they reproach virtue,
and slight the plain dictates of reason, the clear
light of natural conscience, the express commands
of God, the apparent concerns of their own soul?
they who are sober in nothing, how can they be
serious in this, why should they seem judicious in
such a case'?
' Tt bo^eis, a<j)es.—M. A n t . VIII. § 1.
Ov yap boKelv dpiaTOs, dXX' eivai

6eXei.—

[JEschyl. Sept. c. Th. 592.]
To be boKelv, ovbev Trpos ^pds,

wa-irep ovbe ovap dXXoTpiov.

Greg.

Naz. [Or. xxxvi. (de Sede Const.) Opp. Tom. i. p. 639 D.J
^ Malis displicere, laudari est.—Sen. Excerpt.
Nee potest bonus non esse, qui bonis placet. Nee minus validum argumentum mihi videtur, quod bonus sit, si malis e rogione
displiceat.—Bern. [Ep. ccxwx. Opp. Tom. i. col. 248 B.]
Quanta dementia est vereri, ne infameris ab infamibus ?—Sen.
Ep. xci. [19.]
' Moverer, si judicio hoc facerent: nunc morbo faciunt—Sen.
Excerpt.
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it not evidently better to be slandered by
giddy, lewd, ungodly wretches, who mind not what
they say, nor care what they do, whose judgment
therefore can signify nothing; than really to deserve reproof, and thence certainly to incur blame,
from all staid, sober, considerate, wise, and virtuous persons, who judge advisedly and uprightly
about things''?
Is it not better to undergo their severest censure
and most biting scoffs, than to be condemned of
folly and baseness by thy own mind, and reviled
by thy own conscience?
Is it not infinitely better to be unjustly defamed
by men, than to be disreputed by God, exposed to
most disgraceful condemnation at his bar, and
Dan. xii.2. thrown into that state of everlasting ignominy?
Is it not more tolerable to hear such language,
than, having violated our duty and broken God's
commands, one day to hear that dismal sentence.
Matt. xxv. Go, ye cursed, into everlasting fire^?
4'I t is a glorious infamy which one sustaineth for
the sake of righteousness""
Even heathens, with whom glory was the most
ample reward and sweetest fruit of virtue, yet do
enjoin that we should prefer conscience before it;
and that we should rather gladly embrace infamy,
than forsake virtue".
SEEM.

IS

^ Ego cum a nostro Catone laudabar, vel reprehendi me a
ceteris facile patiebar.—Cic. [Orat. xiii. 41.]
' Tu ergo plus opprobria times quam tormenta? &c.—Bern.
Ep. cviii. [Opp. Tom. I. col. 116 B.]
"" J^quissimo animo ad honestum consilium per mediam infainiani tendam. &c.—Sen. Ep. LXXXI. [18.]
" Non vis esse Justus sine gloria? at mehercle sa;po Justus
esse debebis cum infamia. —Id. Ep. cxiii. [25.]
Vid. M. Ant. v. § 3. xi- § 16. ix. § 18,
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I t is the lot of all good men (for probation, SEEM.
exercise, and improvement of their virtue) to be
persecuted, at least in some times, as when St Paul
said. All that will live godly in Christ Jesus must i Tim. iii.
suffer persecution: and surely he that sincerely ^^^ts xiv.
loveth God would even desire occasion of suffering ^^^ ^.^ ^
somewhat for his sake, in testimony of his faithful
affection: but what more tolerable persecution, what
more easy martyrdom could we wish, than to be
lashed by a scurrilous tongue: or rather to observe
the ears of others to be infested with the buzzes of
detraction? what is this but a little air stirred in
vain, but a mere sound or blast of wind, importing
nought to him that doth not mind it, or will not
be affected with it? the which surely to a sound
heart and pure conscience cannot be very sensible;
a man must have a froward temper, or a tender ear,
whom a little such creaking or grating noise doth
much vex°; all its force is broken, all its mischief is
remedied easily, by neglect or contempt.
I t is in a manner more commendable to suffer
for being good, than for being a Christian; a truer
martyrdom to suffer for the temper, than for the
name of Christ; for doing well, than for professing
truth.
Who, indeed, had ever been good, in any notable jer. xx. 7.
degree, if some had minded the opinion or the dis- fg' ^J'T"
course of such men, whom in all times the ofreat ^""i'-3-/;
'

&

CXIX. 51 ;

adversary of goodness and malierner of our welfare i?\^- \?1, XI

•

1

1

•

J o b x u . 4-

hath excited to deter men from virtue by thus wisd. v. 3.
abusing it? hath it not ever been the portion of
good men to suffer in this kind ?
" Quid stultius homine verba metuente?—Sen. Ep. xci. [19.J
B. S. VOL. IV
14
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SEEM.
Was not our Lord himself, were not his apostles,
^^' were not all the prophets of old, were not all the
Heb. xii. 3. heroes in goodness of all times thus pursued with
obloquy? what vile imputation, what name of reproach can be devised, wherewith the spiteful world
did not besmear them??
Yet were they much disturbed at it? were they
anywise discouraged or scared by it from their duty?
N o ; they rather did find satisfaction and dehght in
it; it rather did heighten their mind and strengthen
their resolution; it begat a gallant and triumphant
disdain of such injuries, enlivening and animating
them in their career of duty; they did embrace
reproach for righteousness not only with content, as
their proper lot and portion from God's providence.
Acts V. 41. but with joy, as their special glory and happiness
10.
from divine goodness; feeling it most true what our
Matt.v.ii. IMaster taught: Blessed are ye, when men shall
revile you, and shall say all manner of evil against
Lukevi. you folsely, for my sake. Blessed are ye, when
men—shall reproach you, and cast out your name
as evil, for the Son of man's sake. And, according
I Pet. iv. to St Peter, Et dveihii^eaOe, If ye be reproached for
'^'
the name of Christ, (that is, for conscionably discharging any Christian duty,) happy are ye; for
the Spirit of glory and of God resteth on you: on
their part he is evil spoken of, but on your p>art
he is glorified.
In fine, it is all reason, and it is the express command of God, that in such cases we should not regard
the censures or the reproaches of any mortal; it is
P 'EpnaiypcSv
KOI paarlyaiv irelpav eXa^ov.
H e b . xi. 36.
Ata
b6^r]s Ka\ (iTiplas.—2
C o r . vi. 8.
'OveiSurpoTs re Ka\ OXtyJAeai OeaTpi(opevoi.—Heb.
xi. 3 3 .
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a part of duty to despise obloquy, to expose and lose SEEM.
reputation for God's sake. For, Hearken, saith he,
unto me, ye that know righteousness, the people in g^^* ^'
whose heart is my law; fear ye not the reproach
of men, neither be ye afraid of their revilings. For
the moth shall eat them up like a garment, and the
worm shall eat them like wool: but my righteousness shall be for ever, and my salvation from generation to generation.
5 ]VIen commonly decline the public practice of
duty out of affectation thereby to be deemed more
honest and sincere, or to decline the suspicion of
being hypocritical.
As this is the most obvious and usual calumny
wherewith dissolute people do charge good men; so
to men of generous disposition it is of all censures
most poignant, as most crossing their temper; according to which as they hate to be, so they can
hardly endure to be counted or called dissemblers;
whence often they choose rather to seem indifferent
to goodness, than zealously affected to it; they
rather wave some points of duty, than, for the
performance of them, expose themselves to that
imputation.
But this proceeding is very unreasonable: for.
What can be more absurd, than to be really and
notoriously bad, (as whoever omitteth his duty is,)
to prevent a surmise of being such? or to be truly
worse than we should be, that we may not be
deemed worse than we seem?
How can we more gratify the enemy of our
salvation, than by approving ourselves in truth to
be what he would falsely challenge us to be, mockers
of God, and traitors to our own soul ?
14—2
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SERM.

Is it not a vain thing to regard that kind of
censure which it is impossible for any man to escape,
upon other terms than of being very naughty ? for
wicked men will never fail to load those with this
charge, who will not comply with their follies, and
I Pet. iv. 4. run with them to the same excess of riot, or are anywise better than themselves; it is inevitable for a
stanch man not to be stigmatized for a hypocrite
by them.
2Cor. i. 12.
We have certainly more reason to be satisfied
21.
' with the sure conscience and sense of our own
integrity, than to be moved vrith the presumptuous
assertions of any wretch devoid of justice or charity:
his censure,- being plainly injurious and contrary to
all rules of equity, which prescribe that no man
should judge of things unknown or uncertain, is
utterly despicable.
I John iii.
The testimony of God, (Who is greater than our
i°Thess. ii. hearts,) perfectly knowing our sincerity, may abunGai, i. 10. dantly support us; it is a great wrong to him for us
E°Vv'i^^' *° value the rash suspicions of men, when we are
I Cor. iv. secure of his knowledge, who seeth all our works,
Jonah iii. and trioth our hearts; who hath said, that. If we
Ps'. xxxvii. commit our way to him, and trust in him, he will
6; vii. 9. bring forth our righteousness as the light, and our
judgment as the noonday.
I t is certainly better to be called hypocrite by
men for doing our duty, than to be treated as a
hypocrite by God for neglecting it; for all those
who upon any account do violate God's laws shall
Matt. xxiv. have their portion with the hypocrites in that disconsolate place where is weeping and gnashing of
teeth. And good reason; for indeed by thus
avoiding hypocrisy, we really do incur it; by seek-
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ing to preserve an opinion of sincerity, we forfeit SEEM.
the reality of it; by the practice of disavowing the —
fear of God and care of goodness, we do constitute
ourselves certain hypocrites and impostors; dissembling our thoughts, smothering our conscience,
deluding our neighbours with false conceits of us,
feigning that indifference which we have not, pretending to act without regret or remorse, which we
cannot do; seeming otherwise than we are, signifying otherwise than we mean, doing otherwise
than we judge fit, or like to do; that is, if we be
not stark infidels, or utterly void of conscience.
This is hypocrisy turned the wrong side outward,
disguising a man in a fouler shape, and uglier garb,
than that which is natural and true.
And if we compare the two hypocrisies, (that of
pretending conscience which we want, and this of
denying conscience which we have; that of seeming
better than we are, this of seeming worse than we
may be,) this in nature may well seem more vile, in
tendency more dangerous, in effect more mischievous
than the other.
There is in both the same falsehood, the same
prevarication, the like contempt and abuse of God;
but the hypocrite of whom we speak doeth worse
things, more directly wrongful to God, more prejudicial to goodness, more harmful to the world.
The specious hypocrite, counterfeiting goodness,
and, Having a form of godliness, without the power 2 Tim. iii.
and reality of it, doth yield to God some part (the
exterior part) of his due honour and respect; but
the sneaking hypocrite, disowning goodness, doth
apparently desert, slight, and affront God: the one
serveth God with his face and his voice, though his s.
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heart be far from him; the other doth not so much
'-— as sacrifice a carcass of obedience to him: that may
bring some credit and advantage to goodness,
strengthen its interest by his vote and countenance;
this by not avowing it doth assuredly weaken its
reputation and cause • that hypocrisy, as such, is a
private and single evil, whereby a man doth indeed
prejudice himself, but doth not injure his neighbour,
yea, may edify him by the appearing (which in this
respect is the same with the real) goodness of his
example; but this hypocrisy is a general mischief,
a scandalous evil, a contagious pestilence, whereby a
man not only harmeth himself, but wrongeth many
others, seducing them into dissoluteness, infecting
the world with base indifference to good, and easiness to comply with sin.
I t is, indeed, a sad thing, that God and goodness
should be deserted upon this account; that most men
should be so uncharitable, so unjust, so imprudent,
as to suspect all good men of hypocrisy; as if it were
incredible that any man should heartily love or fear
God, (when it is rather strange that any man should
do otherwise;) that any man in good earnest, or
otherwise than in pretence and for sinister respects,
should embrace virtue, (when it is marvellous that a
reasonable man should decline it;) that so many, of
themselves inclinable to goodness, should be so weak
as to be deterred from it by so vain an apprehension;
and that the name of hypocrisy should drive away
piety; that it should become desirable, that hypocrites might abound in the world, lest Religion both
in truth and show should be discarded.
In fine, we may otherwise suppress this odious
imputation than by deserting goodness; we may

SEEM,
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demonstrate ourselves serious and sincere by an in- SEEM.
LV
flexible adherence to it m the continual tenour of our
—
i.

1

" n - "

"J.

/ " i j

Matt.xxiii.

practice; and especially m some instances ot duty, 23.
which are hardly consistent with hypocrisy: for no
man can hold long in a strained posture; no man
will take much pains, or encounter great difficulties,
or sustain grievous hardships and afflictions, cross
his appetites, forego gains and honours, for that
which he doth not heartily like and love: he may
counterfeit in ceremonies and formahties, but he
will hardly feign humility, meekness, patience,
contentedness, temperance, at least uniformly and
constantly. Even the patient enduring this censure
will confute it, and wipe off the aspersion of hypocrisy.

SERMON LVL
PROVIDE THINGS HONEST IN THE SIGHT OF
ALL MEN.

2 CoE. V I I I . 21.
Providing for honest things, not only in the sight of
the Lord, hut also in the sight of men.

SEEM. 6 A N O T H E R great impediment of good con'— -L\. versation before men is a desire of seeming
courteous and civil. IMen usually conform to sinful
practices, because they would not be held clowns,
rude and distasteful in conversation; they would
not give offence to their company, by clashing with
their humour; by preferring their own judgment,
and seeming to be in their own conceit wiser and
better than those with whom they converse; by
provoking them to think they are held fools, or
worse, by such non-compliance.
This is an ordinary snare to easy and ingenuous
natures; but the ground of it is very unreasonable:
for although in matters of indifference, where duty
and sin do not fall into consideration, to be limber
and ductile as can be, (which is the temper of the
best metal,) to have no humour of our own, or to
resign up all our humour to the will of our company, to condescend unto, and comport with, any
thing; to raise no faction or debate, but presently
I c.jr. ix. to yield to the swaying vote; to become all things
to all men in a ready complaisance, be wisdom and
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good manners, doth argue good-nature, good under- SEEM.
standing, good breeding; is a rightly gentle and
'obliging quality:
Yet where duty is concerned, where sinning or
not sinning is the case, there courtesy hath no
room; there it is vain to pretend any engagement
to complaisance.
For surely it is better to be held uncivil, than to
be ungodly; it is far better manners to offend any
number of men, than to be rude with God, to clash
with his pleasure, to offer indignity and injury to
him: there can be no competition in the case; no
shadow of reason, why we should displease God to
please men.
As it were more civil to offend ten thousand
boors (peasants) than to affront our king; so to
offend ten thousand kings than to affront our God
were in policy more advisable, and in equity more
justifiable: so the royal Psalmist did judge; for.
Princes, said he, did sit and speak against me, hut Ps. cxix.
thy servant did meditate in thy statutes: so ]Moses, so ^^^^
Samuel, so Elias, so Jeremy, so Daniel, so the three ^^•
noble children, so the holy Apostles did conceive;
who being persons otherwise very courteous and
gentle, yet had not that consideration of mighty
princes, as not rather to approve their consciences
to God, than to comply with their pleasure; how
much less should we, upon pretence of courtesy
toward inferior persons in ordinary conversation,
transgress our duty ?
Our own interest in such cases is too considerable
to be sacrificed to the conceit or pleasure of any
men: our salvation is no matter, wherein formality
of respect should intervene, or have any weight; to
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SEEM, gain or forfeit our eternal happiness is no business
'— of compliment or ceremony: it were a silly courtesy
for a man to wait on his company to hell, a wild
point of gallantry to be damned in complaisance.
Who would take himself to be obliged in good
manners to hold on the round in a cup of poison; to
leap down after those, who, from blind inadvertency,
or wilful perverseness, tumble into a gulf, to gash or
stab himself in conformity to some desperate folk?
]Much less can a man be engaged out of any such
regard (in compliance with the mistake, weakness,
or pravity of others) to incur guilt, to provoke
divine wrath, to expose his soul to utter ruin, to
undergo a damage, for which all the world cannot
make any reparation or amends.
Is it not far better to disgust than to gratify
those, who have so httle consideration of our welfare;
who, indeed, are very discourteous and heinously
rude in offering to tempt us unto sin, to desire a
compliance therein with them; to expect from us,
that we should adventure so much for their vain
satisfaction ?
Indeed to gratify such persons were great and
noble courtesy: but really to do it, we should not
go this way; for this is a spurious courtesy, rather
conspiracy and treachery, than courtesy.
I t is in truth, at the bottom, great discourtesy
(involving much unkindness, real abuse, unmerciful
inhumanity and cruelty) to second, to countenance,
to support or encourage any man in doing that
which manifestly tendeth unto his great prejudice,
to his utter bane.
I t is the truest civility (implying real humanity,
genuine charity, faithful kindness, and tender pity)
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to stand off in such cases, and, by refusing (in a SEEM.
modest, gentle, discreet manner refusing) to concur
1in sin with our friends and co^ipanions, to check
them, to warn them, to endeavour their amendment
and retreat from pernicious courses; to exercise
that compassion toward them, which St Jude calleth. Pulling them out of the
fire.
^^'^® ^^'
In such cases to repel them, yea to reprove them,
is the greatest favour we can shew them; it is not
only safe for ourselves, but kind to them, to observe
St Paul's precept, Have no fellowship with ^^eEph.v. n
unfruitful works of darkness, hut rather reprove ^'
them; for which deportment, whenever they come
to themselves, and soberly reflect on things, they
will thank and bless us; and it will happen as the
Wise ]Man saith. He that rebuketh a man, afterwards ^"""X:
,

shall find more favour than he that fiattereth with
his tongue.
In fine, if we throughly scan the business, we
shall find, that commonly it is not abundance of
courtesy, but a defect of charity, or of conscience,
or of courage, which disposeth us to reservedness,
or to concurrence upon such occasions, in regard to
unallowable practices.
7 Another snare which catcheth and holdeth us
in open practice of sin, or neglect of duty, is deference to the opinion, authority, custom, or example
of others; to the common opinion, to the authority
of great and leading persons, to the fashion of the
world, and prevalent humour of the age.
A man (not consulting or not confiding in his
own reason) is apt to credit the vogue, to defer a
kind of veneration to the general sentiments of
men, (especially of men qualified,) apprehending

xxviu. 23.
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SEEM, that allowable or tolerable which men commonly
LVI

.

.

•

'. by their practice seem to approve. H e is prone to
suspect his own j u d g m e n t of mistake, when it doth
thwart the opinion of so m a n y ; and hardly can
have the heart to oppose his single apprehension
against so common notions.
The commonness of sin and multitude of offenders
doth in a manner authorize and warrant it, doth at
least seem to excuse and extenuate it
Eccius.
A man easily conceiteth himself safe enough,
while he is in the herd, while he walketh in the
road, when he hath the broad coverlet of general
usage to shroud him from blame; he doth at least
fancy consolation in undergoing a doom with so
many.
B u t upon many accounts this is a very fallacious
and dangerous ground of practice.
F o r multitudes are no good authors of opinion'*,
or guides of practice.
Wise men have ever been apt to suspect that
to be bad, which is most commonly admired and
affected"
N o t h i n g is more vulgarly noted, than the injudiciousness, the blindness, the levity, temerity, and
giddiness of the vulgar; temper, inclination, appetite, interest, and the like perverting biases, have
most sway on t h e m ; any specious appearance, any
slight motive, any light rumour doth serve to
persuade them any thing, to drive them any
whither.
All ages have deplored the paucity of wise and
^

Illos
Defendit n u m e r u s . —
Juv. Sat. ii. 45.
^ Vid. M. Ant. IX. 1 8 ; xi. 3, 4.
' Argumentum pessimi, turba e s t . — S e n . do Vit. Boat. [cap. ii.]
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good men; the genuine disciples of our Lord, and SEEM.
LVI.
sons of wisdom, have ever been pusillus grex, a
small flock; our Lord hath told us, that. Wide is ^2.
the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to j^^^'' ^"'
destruction, and tnany there be which go in thereat. ^^^^ '"^•
Wherefore popular use is no good argument of i^°™- ^^•
truth or right; nor can yield any warrant or any isai.x.22.
colour for infringing God's law: no plehiscitum can
be of force against it.
God never did allow the people to exempt themselves or us from their loyalty, or obedience to his
laws; they are universally obligatory; He hath com- Acts xvii.
manded all men to repent; he hath threatened that £^^g .jj.
otherwise. All shall perish; and that, Tribulation and 3anguish shall be upon every soul of man that doeth evil.
H e by express prohibitions hath obviated all
such pretences and pleas; Thou shall not, saith he, E^od
follow a multitude to do evil; and, San ue not a con- ?^™- .?.•
.

^

J

.J u

Isai.viii. 11,

federacy—neither fear ye their fear, nor be afraid ^^•
(fear not to dissent and discost/>-om the way of this 15.
people). And, If sinners entice thee, (how many VTOYA.'\°O.
soever they be, though it be a Sinful nation, a^^''^''^-'^^
people laden with iniquity, a seed of evil doers,)
consent thou not.
Indeed, if we consider it, it is so far from excusing sin, that it is an aggravation thereof, that we
therein conspire with others, and the more the
worse: to oppose God singly is not quite so criminal, as to join with a rout in hostility and rebellion
against him; for hereby God's authority is more
shaken, and his honour more rudely violated; hereby
we do not only sin ourselves, but contribute to the
sin of others, encourage them to it, and uphold them
in it by our patronage.

222
SEEM.

Provide Things honest

Hereby we become accessory to the degeneracy
and general apostasy of the age.
Hereby we do join our forces to pull down God's
judgments on our country, and by promoting general corruption induce general vengeance.
The multitude of sinners is so far from sheltering
any one from wrath, that it surely draweth it upon
all; forcing the Almighty not only for the assertion
of his own authority, and vindication of his honour,
Isai. i. 25. but for the good of the people, and purgation of the
world, to pour forth remarkable vengeance.
For example; I n the time of Noah did God spare
Gen.vi. 12. the old world, when All flesh had corrupted its
2 Pet. 11.5. y^^y y^pQ^yi fhe earth, did that stave off God's wrath,
or stop the deluge? No, it did grievously provoke
him, it did in a manner necessitate him to destroy
Gen.vi. 7. Toaaii.fromthe face of the earth; Bringing in the
2 Pet. n. s.^^^^ Mj9on thc world of the ungodly.
Did the number of sinners in Sodom prevent
vengeance on them? was it not that which did
2 Pet. ii. 6. condemn them to an overthrow so dismal, pulling
down fire and brimstone on them ?
What was the reason of that woful captivity into
Jer. vi. 28; which Israel was carried? was it not because They
were all grievous revolters; and had so generally
conspired in wickedness, that the Prophet could say,
^-';
Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem,
and see now, and know, and seek in the broad places
thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be any that
executeth judgment, that seeketh the truth, and I
will pardon it ? Was it not this which did wring
V. 39.
fj,Qj^ Q Q J ^Yia,t sentence, Shall I not visit for these
things? shall not my soul he avenged on such a
nation as this ?
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When the case is such in any community, as it ^^^^•
was in Israel, when God said. From the sole of the ——
foot even to the head there is no soundness in it, then
' ' '
judgment is necessary, and it must assuredly follow:
Your country is desolate—then God, his patience i- 7;
being tired, and his goodness unsupportably abused,
win cry out. Ah, I will ease me of my adversaries, ^ ^4and avenge me of mine enemies.
God as Governor of the world, in discharge of
his office, for clearing his honour, for assuring his
majesty, out of regard to public good, for the safety
and welfare of his subjects, is concerned to chastise
notorious, scandalous, and infectious sin: he may
reserve private sins for the final doom, when the iCor.iv.j.
hidden things of darkness shall be brought to
light, and the counsels of hearts manifested, and all
things shall receive just reward and recompense;
but it is expedient to punish public sins pubhcly:
They who declare their sin as Sodom, with out- isai. iii. 9.
rageous impudence, are hke to find a punishment
like that in a common vengeance.
We should therefore in such a case be the more
careful of our conversation, more shy of sinful compliance with others, for preventing public calamity;
for that our single piety and innocence (or the
goodness of a few) may save our country, together
with ourselves, from wrath and ruin; seeing it is the
gracious method of God in regard to a few righteous
men to spare the rest, to release a nation from deserved punishment; for if in Sodom had been found Gen. xviii.
ten righteous persons, it had escaped that horrible .',2.
destruction; and Israel in Hezekiah's time, (although in a very great and general corruption of that
^g6;) by a few good men did avoid the like doom;
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SEEM, according to that of the prophet. Except the Lord,
^ of hosts had left unto us a very small remnant, we
Lam.'iif. sliould liavc becii as Sodom.
^^The righteousness of one Noah did save the race
of mankind from being extinct.
The zeal of one Phinehas did stop that plague
Num. XXV. which had devoured Israel: Phinehas, said God
Ps'. cvi. 30. himself, the son of Eleazar, hath turned my wrath
away from, the children of Israel, while he was
zealous for my sake among them, that I consumed
not the children of Israel in my jealousy.
If there had been such another public patron of
piety, at the time when Israel was so severely
punished by deliverance into captivity, it would
have obstructed that lamentable event; God himEzek. xxii. self SO testified; for, I souqht, said he, for a man
among them,, that would make up the hedge, and
stand in the gap before me for the land, that I
should not destroy it: but I found none. Therefore
have I poured out mine indignation upon them:—
Jer. v. i. and. Run ye to and fro, (said he again,) seek if ye
can find a man—in Jerusalem,-—and I will pardon
it.
Wherefore, beside regard to our own welfare, a
consideration of public good, charity toward the
world, a compassion of our country should vrithhold
us from conspiring in common transgressions, or
omissions of duty.
If we sin with all, we must suffer with all; nor
wiU the having so much company in suffering yield
Eccius.xvi. any true comfort to us: Socios hahuisse doloris (to
have companions in sorrow) is in itself a pitiful
solace, and an unworthy one, savouring of inhuman
malignity; for our fellows will bear no share with
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us, or take off any thing from the burden of our SEEM.
pains, which will be equally to them and us ex—
treme.
Can it be any considerable satisfaction, that we
are sick of an epidemical disease, that sweepeth
away multitudes about us and with us ?
Is it better for one part, that the whole body
is overspread with a noisome leprosy ? that its fellow
members are tortured vrith grievous anguish?
Can the sorest pains of our brethren cure the
achings of our heart, assuage the pangs of our
conscience, or slack the consuming flames beneath ?
What advantage can we enjoy from going down
to hell in a troop? what ease shall we find there
from being encompassed with the doleful groans,
the piercing shrieks, and dismal bowlings of fellow
sufferers in that infernal dungeon?
Alas! will it not rather augment our pains to
hear the sore complaints, the fierce accusations,
the desperate curses of those, whom our compliance
hath engaged, or encouraged, or confirmed and
hardened in that wicked practice, which did throw
them into that disconsolate case?
8 Another principle (near of kin to the former)
is a dislike of singularity and solitude; together
with the consequences and imputations usually
cleaving thereto.
One would not be a man by himself; to be
gazed on, to be hooted at as a kind of prodigy, to
be deemed an extravagant, odd, humorous, fantastic person, conceited of his own opinion, addicted
to his own way, arrogating to himself a liberty of
crossing and condemning or contemning the world;
B. S. VOL. IV.
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SEEM, therefore he runneth along with the age, complyT "KTT

1^ ing with its sinful customs and naughty fashions'^.
But this is a vain principle; for, really, to be
singular is no fault, to be held so is no disgrace; it
is rather in many cases laudable and honourable;
and if in any, most reasonably it is in this.
Doth not singularity or paucity increase the
price and estimation of every valuable thing?
What maketh a jewel but rarity? what but that
maketh a diamond more precious than a pebble?
Do not men for singular eminency in any art,
skill, faculty, endowment, gain credit and renown?
What recommended to posterity the names of
Apelles, Praxiteles, Phidias, but excelling in their
art beyond the ordinary rate? what gave to Demosthenes and Cicero their esteem, but a singular
knack of eloquence? to what did Alexander and
Csesar owe their fame, but to an extraordinary
valour ? wlience got Socrates such a name, but
from his singular wisdom ? whence Fabricius, Aristides, Cato, but from their singular integrity?
Why then should it be a discouragement or
reproach to be singular or extraordinary in the
noblest of all faculties, that of hving well, in the
most excellent of all perfections, that of virtue ?
I n truth a man is hardly capable of a greater
commendation than this, that he is singularly good;
that he surpasseth the vulgar level, and mounteth
near heaven in the divinest qualities; that no bad
example or fashion hath been able to seduce or
corrupt him: this should render him to be most
highly esteemed, and most dearly cherished, as a
JTc is grievous unto us even ti> bdiohl: for his life is not lilce
other mens, hh iiui.ys are of anothi'r fi^hion.—Wisd.
ii. !.'>.
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choice ornament of the worid, as a most useful ^J^j^instrument of good to mankind.
I t were desirable that virtue were more common in the world; but surely its being more rare
doth render it more admirable, more illustrious,
more glorious.
Heroical virtue is therefore such, because so
few do attain or can reach it;
Pauci quos sequus amavit
Jupiter®;

A few, who by special assistance of God's grace,
and by extraordinary resolution, do surmount the
obstacles which are set against it.
I t was well said of St Bernard, To be good
among good men hath safety, hut to he such among
bad men hath also praise; (a man will be saved by
that, but he should be commended for this;) that
hath as much facility as it hath security, this is of
as 7nuch worth as difficulty^
Indeed, if we consider the nature of things, or
consult the history of times, we shall find, that
virtue must be, and ever hath been, liable to this
imputation; it is commonly so hard and hazardous
to be good in any notable degree, that few will
take the pains, or undergo the hardships requisite
to attain or exercise it.
Hence the best men (who are such, not according to the blind conjecture of men, but in God's
sure esteem) are an elect, and peculiar sort of i Pet. li. 9.
people, a few choice persons culled out of a great
* [Virg. ^ n . VI. 128.]
^ Et quidem inter bonos bonum esse, salutem habet; inter males
vero, et laudem. Illud tantfe facilitatis est, quantse et securitatis;
hoc tantse virtutis, quantse et difficultatis.—Bern. Ep. xxv. [Opp.
Tom I. col. 42 A.]

15—2

228

Provide Things honest

SEEM, lump of those, who either reject Religion, or
'— embrace it only in verbal profession or formal
show.
Hence it hath been the observation, and complaint of all times, Rari quippe boni^
Hence the most renowned men for goodness,
and who by God's special care have been recommended to us as patterns thereof, have been very
singular in it; and their singularity did much enhance the price of their goodness.
Gen.V. 22.
I t is Said of Enoch, that he walked with God;
but it seemeth with small or no company beside;
otherwise it would not have been so particularly
recorded of him.
a Pet. ii. 5.
Noah was content to be a man by himself, a
preacher of righteousness against the vogue, and a
practiser thereof against the stream of his whole
Gen. vii. I. age; for. Thee (said God of him, that is, thee alone)
have I seen righteous before me in this generation.
H e was no less singular in his goodness, than in
his salvation.
Abraham had no common qualities, which
moved God to pick him out, and separate him
Gen. xii. i. from the Tost of mankind, (to single him from his
kindred and country,) to confer special graces and
blessings on him.
2 Pet. ii. 7.
lot had his righteous soul vexed with the filthy
conversation of the wicked, which did enclose him,
yet so that he did retain a sound and clear integrity
among them.
Job had this testimony from God, examining
Job i. 8. Satan concerning him. Hast thou considered my
servant Job, that there is none like him. on the earth
^ .Tuv. Sat. xilT. -20.
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a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth SEEM.
God, and escheweth evil?
What was the resolution of Joshua? did he
value being sole or singular in his practice? N o ;
for, propounding to his people whether they would
choose God or not, he told them that however it
were, although all of them should forsake God, he
was resolved to stick fast to him, not regarding
their practice; But, said he, as for me and my house. Josh. xxiv.
we will serve the Lord: that, indeed, was nobly re- '
solved; it was a resolution worthy of such an hero,
to stand alone in so good and wise a choice against
his whole nation. I t was a resolution suitable to
that his behaviour, which he expressed in these
words, My brethren that went up with me made the xiv. 8.
heart of the people melt: but I wholly followed the
Lord my God; in regard to which his camerade
Caleb, being of the same spirit with him, is called
a man of another spirit; different from, and above Numb. xiv.
the mean spirit of his fellows.
^'^'
What was David? was he not a man by himself?
was he not like one, of whom the Poet saith,
Egregium sanetumque virum si cerno, bimembri
Hoc monstrum puero, aut
*
*
*
*
*
*
* fetse compare mulse ^.

So he telleth us; / , saith he, am become as it were Ps. ixxi. 7;
a monster^ unto many, but my sure trust is in thee. Tv^iA^.^.
Did Elias, to shun the imputation of singularity,
or in regard to common practice, swerve from his
faithful adherence to God's service, although he did
passionately resent, and bewail his case ? No, for / i Kings
have, said he, been very jealous for the Lord of hosts;'''''' '°'
I* Juv. Sat. XIII. [64.]
' A wonder.—N. Trans.
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SEEM, for the children of Israel have forsaken thy covena,nt,
'— thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets
with the sword; and I, even I only, am left, and they
seek tny life, to take it away.
Lam.iii.
What was the case of Jeremy? / , saith he, was
'"*'
a derision to all my people, and their song all the
Jer. i. 18. day: yet did he maintain his integrity, and was A
defenced city, and an iron pillar, and a brazen wall
(murus aheneus) against the whole land; against the
kings of Judah, against the princes thereof, and
against the people of the land.
What was the condition of our Lord ? was not
HeWi^"^ he, ^rjuxe'iov dvTiXeyo/uievov, A prodigy spoken against
Actsiv.27. \yj all; against whom, Both Herod and Pontius
Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel
Is. ixiii. 3. ivere gathered together; Who trod the wine-press
John xii. alouc, and of the people there was none with him;
John xvi. who ill his life was regarded by few, and at his
Matt.xxvi. death (when he yielded his great attestation to
^^' ^ • truth and righteousness) was deserted by all?
What was the Apostles' condition ? were they
Actsxxviii. JJQ^ singular men? were not they held a sect, every1 Cor. iv.9. where spoken against, and impugned with all vioHeb.x. 33. lence of spirit and ragfe? were not they made a
iCor. i. 26.

°

.

' spectacle to the world, to be gazed at, with scorn
and reproach? did not they (a few, simple, poor,
weak folk) in doctrine and practice cross and control the world, confuting, reproving, condemning
the generality of men, of error, of folly, of wickedness?
I t can therefore be no just blame or reasonable
discouragement to appear singular in the practice
of virtue.
Such a singularity is no good aigument of fond
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conceitedness, of wilful humour, of arrogant pride, ^^EM.
For,
Can it be fond conceitedness to follow the dictates of the best reason, to observe the advices of
the wisest men in all times, to follow the direction
and conduct of infinite wisdom; to embrace that,
which in most cases natural light, common sense,
and continual experience do approve? is it not
wildness to do otherwise, though all should do it?
Can it be wilful humour to hold fast our best
interest, our truest comfort, our eternal salvation?
is it not rather so, to comply with a perverse gene- Matt,
ration in running headlong to their own ruin?
'^•
Can it be pride or arrogance to acknowledge
our ]VIaker, to be loyal and dutiful to our heavenly
Sovereign, to fear the Almighty God, to submit to
his will, to tremble at his word, to be afraid of his Ps cxix.
judgments, to shun his fierce anger and severe ' 2 0 .
vengeance ?
Is it a bad ambition to seek that honour and
immortal glory which God doth offer, to shun that
everlasting shame and contempt which he doth
menace ?
Is it not rather monstrous presumption and
enormous vanity to consort and conspire with rebels
against God's law, with despisers of his grace ?
In fine, when the most men are foolish and vain,
when the world is depraved and dissolute, it is
necessary that the best reason should be called humour, and the wisest men should be deemed extravagant ; that the best things should be slighted, and
the best persons represented with odious characters;
but hence to renounce wisdom and goodness is abominably absurd; as if we should therefore put out
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SEEM, our light, because it is night about us, or in deep
'— winter should put off our clothes among the wild
Indians.
9 Of affinity to the foregoing principles is this
most plausible apology for smothering our conscience, namely, a prudential apprehension, that we
shall not come off well in openly avowing and abetting goodness, so as to do any good or service to it
thereby; but shall thereby rather work prejudice
and disservice to it.
The age (will such a wise man say) is incorrigibly degenerate; wickedness is not only bold and
impudent, but even outrageously insolent; so that
to appeal; strictly good is a kind of scandal, to
pretend conscience for our rule of action is to be
Job xii. 4. ridiculous, to patronise duty is to provoke scorn
and obloquy, to mention Religion is to prostitute
and profane it, to concern God in our doing is to
expose his most sacred and venerable name to
irrision and foul abuse.
Such is the posture of things, that of all the
sects and factions which divide the world, that of
Epicurean scorners and mockers is become the
most formidable; with disdainful pride insulting
and vapouring over the professors of Religion, persecuting all soberness of mind and stanchness of
manners with a fierce rage and a kind of satanic
zeal.
The state of the world being like to that when
Ps. xciv. the holy Psalmist cried out. Lord, how long shall
ii'i. i'; x. 3. t^ wicked, how long shall the wicked triumph?
how long shall they utter and speak hard things,
and all the workers of iniquity boast themselves?
In such a case, is it not seasonable to observe
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our Lord's advice, not to give that which is holy ^^.^.^^
unto dogs, nor to cast our pearls before swine; (not
^—
to expose good doctrine and holy practice to scurrilous and sensual people, who will snarl and bark
at it, will scorn and trample on it, will bite and
-^.aryou for it?)
Is it not then wisdom rather fairly to retreat,
withdrawing our virtue into a safe retirement, than
by openly contesting for it against overmatching
forces to hazard its being baffled and abused, its
being trampled on and triumphed over, by scornful
pride and malice?
In such a world to oppose impiety, what is it but
attempting to stop a torrent, to allay a storm, to
gape against an oven, to blow against the wind, to
kick against the pricks?
But if this case be rightly weighed, it rather
strongly may engage us to an open profession and
practice of the strictest virtue, than excuse us from it.
St Paul doth enjoin us To walk accurately, not Eph. v. 15.
as fools, but as tuise, redeeming the time, for this
reason, because the days are evil; and, That tf;e PHI. ii. 15,
should be blameless and harmless, the sons of God
without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and
perverse nation, shining among them as lights in the
world, and holding forth or holding fast, eTre^ovTes,
the word of life.
And great reason for it; for the worse the world
is, the more need there is of good patterns to
instruct and guide it, to admonish and excite it to
goodness.
If the days are evil, it is high time that we
should apply our best endeavours to the mending
of them.
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SEEM.
If virtue be so near lost, or so quite gone from
-^^^' among us, it is needful that we should presently
seek to recover or to retrieve it"
If goodness be so hardly pressed by opposition,
then hath every good man the more reason to
appear strenuously in its defence, the more are we
engaged to hasten with all our might to its relief
and succour from irrecoverable oppression.
Every one should labour to raise a bank against
that inundation which threateneth to overflow and
overwhelm all.
Shall we endure to see the adversary of our welfare to carry all before him without any opposition
or obstruction? Shall we suffer iniquity to enjoy a
quiet reign, to root and settle itself in its usurpation, to raise itself a title of long occupancy and
prescription against goodness?
Is it not then more generous to avow our
friendship to virtue, and to abet it in our patronage, when it is under the hatches, and crieth for
our aid? is it not vile treachery in such a case to
desert it?
Is it not gallant then to resist sin, and check
wickedness, when it is so high and rampant?
Who will not be virtuous (or endeavour at least
to appear such) when virtue is in fashion and request; when it flourisheth in reputation, when all
the world doth countenance and abet it? who will
not shun or disown wickedness, when it is comJudg.v.23. monly odious and despicable? who will not help the
Lord against weak adversaries?
But to embrace virtue upon greatest disadvan^ Specta juvenis—in ea tempera natus es, quibus firmare animum expodiat constantibus exemplis.—Tac. Ann. xvi. [35.1
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tages, to disclaim vice in its triumphant prosperity, SEEM.
this is, indeed, brave and masculine.
H e is a worthy man, indeed, who can keep the
field among so many stout enemies, who can stand
upright in a crooked generation; who can despise Deut.
the scorn, defy the rage, bear up against the impu- '^''''"' ^'
dence and malignity of vain, base, wretched men,
combining to supplant and extirpate goodness.
Nor have we reason in proceeding thus to
despair of good success; we need not fear thereby
to expose the credit, or endanger the interest of
goodness. For,
How can we fail of prospering in the maintenance
of God's cause and special concern ? Although men
may commonly desert him, yet doth he not utterly
forsake them, or give over the government of the
world; he may let the reins lie a little loose, but
he doth not put them out of his hands; his power
cannot be abated, his providence can never sleep;
though he is so patient in suffering wicked men to
provoke him, yet he will not be slack in assisting
good men, who take his part, and undertake to
maintain his honour; assuredly he will help them,
who help him against the mightyjudg.v.23.
In this service. One will chase a thousand, and Deut.
XXXII

^o.

two put ten thousand to flight; one David will josh.xxiii.
knock down never so many Philistines reproaching '°'
God's name; one Phinehas will repress the petulancy Num. xxv.
of a whole nation; one Jeremy shall be A brazen j'^r.^v.20.
wall against a whole land; God will make it good
to such an one, They shall fight against thee, but\l^{i.
they shall not prevail against thee; for I am with
thee, saith the Lord, to deliver thee.
One sober man in defence of virtue is able to
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SEEM, discomfit all the hectors, the huffing blades, and
•- boisterous ruffians in the world, attacking them
with sound discretion and steady resolution: for all
their bravery and confidence, they are easily mated;
James iv. and boiug like their sire, if you resist them, they
'•
will flee from you: a prudent, seasonable, smart
check will quash their spurious courage and giddy
audacity Their contempt of goodness is but feigned; they cannot really for their hearts despise it;
there is stamped on their souls and consciences such
a respect, such an awe thereof, which they cannot
quite rase out: wherefore if you briskly represent it
to them, and challenge their reverence to it, they
cannot but .succumb, their own mind and conscience
joining to back your reproof; so that if you cannot
reclaim them, you shall however repress them; if
Jer.XX. II. jQ^ cannot correct their vice, you shall yet confound
1Pet.ii.15; their impudence; For so, saith St Peter, it is the
will of God, that with well doing ye may put to
iii. i6.
silence the ignorance of foolish men; and. Having
' ^' ' a good conscience, that, whereas they speak evil of
you, as of evil doers, they may be ashamed that
falsely accuse your conversation in Christ.
I t is only sneaking, or a timorous pretence to
virtue, which they contemn; but they will admire
those who stiffly adhere to it, and stoutly maintain it.
We shall therefore expose virtue, not by frankly
avowing it, but by faintly slinking from it, when
occasion requireth an open acknowledgment and
exemplary practice of it.
If the world is so very bad, it will not be worse for
our attempt to better it; it will be so much at least
better, that one therein hath that worthy purpose.
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I t was bad, when Noah preached righteousness SEEM.
IJ

Vl.

to it.
It was bad, when Elias was so zealous for the
Lord of hosts.
It was bad, when Jeremy was derided for declaring God's will and exhorting to repentance.
They were very bad times, when all the Prophets
did strive so earnestly to reclaim men from their
wickedness; being reproached and persecuted for
doing so, but not deterred from doing it: the
resentment they had of the badness of the times
did not make them abandon the means of their
recovery from it.
The whole world did lie in wickedness when the ' John v.
Apostles did undertake the reformation of it.
In fine, if men generally upon such accounts of
despairing prudence neglect to own goodness, what isai.iix. 4.
must the consequence be? what, but that piety
shall be cashiered, that virtue shall be discarded,
that conscience shall be quite exploded and exterminated from the world? that consequently an horrible deluge of various mischiefs, a general prevalence of lewdness and luxury, of fraud and violence,
of faction and tumult, a violation of all faith and
friendship, a dissolution of all order and peace will
ensue ?
And what must grow upon this state of things ?
what but another flood of judgments, and woful
vengeance ? when God's patience hath been tried to
the utmost, and his goodness tired with bearing
such a load of abominations, he will be forced to
cry out. Shall I not visit for these things? shall not jer. v. 29.
my soul be avenged on such a nation as this?
\ix!'i\.'^'
10 Another principle of dispensing with
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SEEM, conscience in public duties and conversation before
T VT

'— men, is a kind of perverse wisdom, or subtle craft,
affecting the name of discretion'
IMen see there are divers inconveniences attending the profession of respect to God, and conscience
in all their doings; that the world may dislike and
disesteem them, that divers persons will hate, malign, reproach, and persecute them for it; that they
may chance to be crossed in their designs, and lose
profits or preferments thereby; therefore they deem
it advisable to decline it in open view, making
up the defect by adoring and serving God in
private.
Thus they think to salve all, by maintaining a
neutrality, and compounding the business, yielding
an open conformity to the world, and reserving a
secret regard to God; sinning publicly, and privately repenting; retaining their credit, quiet, ease,
pleasure, with their conscience and peace of mind;
Gal. V. 11. affecting some piety, but avoiding the scandal of it.
They would hold fair with both sides; so that
neither the world should persecute them for crossing its humour, nor God punish them for transgressing his will.
They drive a subtle trade, hoping to gain on all
hands, both the benefits of the other, and the advantages of this world; to save their soul, and serve
their worldly interests together.
This they would believe a point of special
Eccies. vii. wisdoiii, prescribed by Solomon: Be not righteons
"'''•
overmuch, neither make thyself overwise; for why
shouldest thou destroy thyself? Be not overmuch
' Stulta calliditas, perverse imitata prudentiam.—Cic. de Off.
in. [?,2.]
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wicked, neither be thou foolish: why shouldest thou

SEEM.
L V J.

die before the time?
But this rooking trick, to hedge thus and save
stakes, to play fast and loose, to dodge and shuffle
with God, God doth not like, nor will suffer himself
to be gulled with it.
H e will not be satisfied with such a mongrel, ^ Kings
"^

XVlil. 2 I .

partial, and halting service.
H e will not allow us to withhold that half of his
service (the external, visible part thereof) which is
most honourable to him, and most beneficial to our
neighbour.
H e cannot endure a double heart, or a double Ps. xii. 2.
face; one looking upward to heaven, another down-1^^™^^'' '
ward to the earth""
^J:^3^"H e exacteth from us an integrity of heart and fj"^™™'^'
perfection of obedience; that we should love him xviii. 13.
with our whole heart, that we should be perfect Ps.xiiV.is;
with him, that we should walk uprightly, not''^'^'^^'
deflecting to the right hand or left from our 2 chron.
J ,
duty

xxiv. 2.
Job xxiii.

H e will not endure that we should hold amity ^^^^t. vi.
or correspondence with his enemies, particularly ^4- .
with the world, the friendship whereof he hath de- 13clared inconsistent with his favour; and that it is a
spiritual adultery to impart any of our affections to
it; according to that of St James; Ye adulterers James iv.
and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship oyt John ii.
the world is enmity with God ? so that whosoever ^^'
ivill he a friend of the world becometh, KaOiaTaTm, the ^'"- '+•
enemy of God.
We may shift as well as we can in the world,
provided that we hold innocence, and do not
"" Tlieir heart was not whole >"'uJi him.—Ps.

Ixxviii. .37-

(O. Tr.)
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SEEAi. conspire with it against God, by violation of our
LVI.
duty to him. Be wise as serpents, innocent as
Ps. xxxvii. doves. jMatt. x. i 6 ; [aslambs, Luke x. 3.)"
PhiUi.^s!^
They reproach good men as superstitious; who
are afraid of invisible powers; who let go things in
hand (present interests and pleasures) for a reversion and hope.
A s if God's word were not sufficient security;
as if we may not as well rely upon things conspicuous to reason, as those which are obvious to
sense.
If Christianity be plainly false, they say well;
but if it be true, very absurdly; yea if probable,
very imprudently; yea if possible, not wisely.
They charge conscientious men with timorousness, faintheartedness.
I t is timorousness or blameable fear to dread
things without reason, things nowise formidable,
which cannot hurt us; such a timorous man is he,
that out of fear of men, (of displeasing them, of suffering by them, of their reproach, &c.) transgresseth
his duty
But to fear God is wisdom, soberness, duty,
virtue; it is handsome and honourable, becoming
our nature, our condition; the passion of fear was
chiefly put in us for this purpose, as its best use.
Is it courage, and not rather madness to provoke,
to resist, to challenge, to cope with the Almighty ?
is it courage to throw one's self down a precipice, to
leap into the infernal lake ? is it gallantry to dare
transgress all reason and sobriety? is it brave to be
wild and senseless, &c. ?
I t is true courage to resist and repel sin assaulttoipovs pev els TO dyn6ov,nKepaiovs

be els TO KaKov.

Rom.Xvi.l9.

in the Sight of all Men.
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inar a man with whatever advantages; to dare to do SEEM.
.

.

.

LVI.

well, although vain men deride, and spiteful men
^—
hate us for it.
I t is a kind of martyrdom to be ill used by the
world for adhering to his duty; and he hath a share
in that. Blessed are they, who suffer for righteous-'M.a.tt.v.io.
ness.
In fine, it is a vain prudence to be thus politic
with God; whereby we shall lose the whole, or that
part which is invaluable, out of presumption to save
a small inconsiderable part"
If this be prudence. Then, as St Paul saith, wGaiv. n.
the offence of the cross ceased.
Then our Lord prescribed a foolish condition. Matt.x.38;
XVI, 2 4 .

,

Then were the Apostles very imprudent, who PWI iii. 8.
deserted all, and suffered so much for their conscience; being content to secure their spiritual interest, and to obtain the eternal rewards of piety;
choosing the better part, which could not be taken Lukex. 42.
from them.
What the true wisdom is in such cases St James
hath told us: Who is a wise man, and endued with James HL
knowledge among you? let him shew out of a good '^'
conversation his works with meekness of wisdom.
°

O evpav TTjv ^v^V" avTov, dnoXea-ei, avTtjv.—Matt.

B. S. VOL. IV

X. 39.

16

SERMON LVIL
NO RESPECT OF PERSONS WITH GOD.

RoM. I I . I I .
For tliere is no respect of persons with God.

I

SEEM, y x is an ordinary conceit, grounded on a superficial view of things, that Almighty God dispenseth his gifts with great inequality, and dealeth
very partially with m e n ; being lavish in his
bounty to some, but sparing therein to others;
slack and indulgent in calling some to account, but
rigorous and severe in judgment toward others.
Which imagination .often hath influence upon
the affections and the actions of men; so that
hence some men do highly presume, others are
much discouraged: some are apt to boast themPs.ixxiii.6. selves special darlings and favourites of Heaven;
others are tempted to complain of their being quite
deserted, or neglected thereby.
But whoever more carefully will observe things,
and weigh them with good consideration, shall find
this to be a great mistake; and that in truth God
distributeth his favours with very equal measures:
he poiseth the scales of justice with a most even
Job xxxi. 6. hand; so that reasonably no man should be exalted,
no man should be dejected in mind, upon account
of any considerable difference in God's regard towards him and other persons; the which is clearly
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discovered by God, or merely dependeth on his SEEM.
will and providence.
———
The advantages which one man hath above
another, being estimated morally, in reference to
sohd felicity and content, are indeed none; or are
not absolutely made by God, but framed by men
unto themselves. For
God is indifferently affected toward persons as
such, nakedly and privately considered; or as divested of moral conditions, qualifications, and actions : he in his deahng, whether as benefactor or
judge, purely considereth the reason and exigency
of things, the intrinsic worth of persons, the real
merits of each cause; he maketh no arbitrary or
groundless discriminations; he neither loveth and
favoureth, nor loatheth and discountenanceth any
person unaccountably : he doth utterly disclaim
partiality, or respect of persons, as a calumnious
aspersion on him, and a scandal to his providence.
Such in Holy Scriptures he representeth himself,
upon various occasions; declaring his perfect impartiality, and that nothing beside the right and
reason of cases doth sway with him; all other considerations being impertinent and insignificant to
him. For instance.
I t is declared, that he hath no partial respect Rom. x.
^^

12' iii. 20.

to nations; for the piety of Job, an Edomite; of '
]Melchisedec, a Canaanite; of Jethro, a ]Midianite;
were very pleasing to him: he favourably did hear
the prayers and accept the alms of Cornelius, a
Roman soldier; whereupon St Peter made this
general reflection: Of a truth I perceive that God is ^^^^ ^- 34.
no respecter of persons; but in every nation he that
16—2
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SEEM, feareth him, and worketh riqhteousness, is accepted
LVII. "^ . , , .
With him.

H e is declared not to regard the external profession of true Religion, but real practice according
Gal. V. 6; to it: Hc rendereth, saith St Paul, to every man
VI. 15;
iii. 28.' according to his deeds—tribulation and anguish
Eom!"ii. 6^ upon every soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew
x'.'i°Viii'- J^^^^' ^ ^ ^^^^ of the Gentile; but glory, honour, and
^9peace to every man that worketh good, to the Jew
first, and also to the Gentile; for, addeth the
Apostle, assigning the reason of this proceeding,
there is no respect of persons with God.
H e is said not to respect faces, or any exterior
appearances, however specious in the eye of the
world; according to that saying of God to Samuel,
I Sam. xvi. at tho choico of David before his brethren; Look
''
not on his countenance, or on the height of his stature,
because I have refused him: for the Lord seeth not
as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, hut the Lord looketh on the heart.
I t is expressed, that he hath no respect to the
outward estate or worldly rank and dignity of men;
but that princes and peasants, masters and servants,
the honourable or wealthy, and the mean or poor.
Job xxxiv. are of equal consideration with him; He, saith
10.

Wisd.vi. 7. Job, accepteth not the persons of princes, nor regardeth the rich more than the poor; for they are all
the work of his hands; and St Paul biddeth masters
Coi'iif" ^' ^° ^^^^ fairly with their servants. Knowing, saith
25;iv. I. he, that your inaster is also in heaven; neither is
there respect of persons with him.
We are taught, that he doth not regard even
the most sacred offices, or more worthy accomplishments of men, in prejudice to the verity of things.
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or equity of the case; for hence St Paul main- SEEM.
taineth his resolute behaviour toward those great
pillars of Religion, St Peter and St James; Of those Gai. ii. 6.
who seemed to be somewhat, whatsoever they were, it
maketh no matter to me: God accepteth no man's
person.
It is frequently inculcated, that he hath no
consideration of any gifts, of sacrifices, of services
presented to him with sinister intent, to compound
for sin, or excuse from duty, to pervert justice, or
palliate wrong; according to that declaration of
]VIoses, Ihe Lord your God is God of gods, awc^ Deut.x. 17.
Lord of lords, a great God, a mighty, and a
terrible, which regardeth not persons, nor taketh
reward; and that charge of king Jehoshaphat to
his judges, Let the fear of the Lord be upon you; ^chron.
take heed, and do it; for there is no iniquity with
the Lord our God, nor respect of persons, nor taking
of gifts. And, Do not think, saith the Hebrew EOCIUS.
wise man, to corrupt (him) with gifts; for such iS^i.'s;
he will not receive: and trust not to unrighteous^^'^''^^^^'
sacrifices; for the Lord is judge, and with him is P^^.XV.S;
no respect of persons.
^mos v.
In fine, it is often generally declared, that God Jer. vi. 20.
impartially dispenseth recompenses, in just proper- 8. ^°' ^'
tion, according to the deeds of men: He, saith St Koni.li'.fi.
Paul, that doeth wrong, shall receive for the wrong ^°^-™-'^^which he hath done, and there is no respect of persons: And if saith St Peter, ye call upon the iFet.i.17.
Father, who without respect of persons judgeth
according to every man's work, pass the time of
your sojourning here in fear.
There is nothing more frequently asserted, or
more seriously urged in Holy Scripture, than this
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SEEM, point, that God will judge and deal with men, not
^'^"' according to his absolute, antecedent affections, but
according to their own works, or the tenour of their
practice, duly scanned and estimated by the rules
of justice; so that the really better man will certainly
prove the happier, and the worse man shall be the
Matt. xvi. more wretched: He will reward every man, saith
E^om.ii.6. our Lord, Kara Trjv Trpd^iv avTov, according to his
^^'j'^''^^' practice: Every one, saith St Paul, shall receive the
'^^^•Z-}°- things done in his body, Trpos a eirpa^ev, suitably (in
Jer. xvii. just proportion) to his works; and. Each man shall
xxxii. 19. receive T6V 'iSiov ixiaOdv, his own wages according to
I Co^^v. 5! his own labour; and then praise (or a due taxation)
Eev. xxii. shall bc'to cvcvy man from God: Behold, saith he
in the Revelation, / come quickly, and my reward
is with me, diro^ovvai eKua-Tw, to recompense each
man ws T6 epyov auTod ecxTai, as his work shall be.
Wherefore by sacred testimonies it is abundantly
manifest, that impartiality is a divine attribute and
perfection of God; the which (for our greater satisfaction, and further illustration of the point) may
be also evinced by divers arguments, some proving
that it must be so, others shewing that it is so; some
inferring it a priori, from the prime, most avowed
attributes of God's nature, and from his relations to
men; others arguing it a posteriori, from principal
instances of God's proceedings and providential
dispensations toward men.
Of the first sort are these:
I God is impartial, because he is perfectly
wise, and thence doth truly estimate persons and
things.
Wisdom doth look evenly, with a free and pure
(an indifferent and uncorrupt) eye upon all things;
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apprehending and esteeming each as it is in itself; SEEM.
making no distinction where it findeth none; not
'—
preferring one thing before another, without ground
of difference in them. I t doth not fix a valuation
on its objects, but acknowledgeth them, and taketh
them for such as they are in themselves.
Wherefore God cannot have any blind affection
or fondness toward any person grounded on no
reason, or upon any unaccountable prejudice. No
person can seem amiable or odious to him, who is
not in himself truly such.
This argument is often used in Scripture; and to
assure us of this truth it is there frequently affirmed,
that God doth search the hearts, doth try the
spirits, doth weigh the actions of men: The Lord, iSam.ii.3.
said Hannah, is a God of knowledge, and by him
actions are weighed: All the ways of m,an, saith Prov. xvi.
Solomon, are clean in his own eyes; but the Lord ^'
weigheth the spirits; His eyes, saith the Psalmist, Ps. xi. 4.
behold, his eyelids try the children of men: and,
0 Lord of hosts, saith Jeremiah, thatjudgest right- j^^ ^i. 20eouslu, that triest the 7'eins and the heart—Thine ^^- .'.^'
•^'

xxxu. 19.

eyes are open upon all the ways of the sons of men,
to give every one according to his ways, and acXVU.
cording to the fruit of his doings: I the Lord
search the heart, I try the reins, to give every man
according to his ways, and according to the fruit
of his doings.
1 God cannot be partial, because he is perfectly
righteous, just, and holy. This reason adjoined to
the former doth make up a complete demonstration:
for partiality doth proceed either from bhndness of
mind, or from perverseness of will; he, therefore,
who hath both an exact knowledge of things, and

10.
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SEEM, a perfect rectitude of will, can nowise be partial;
^^^^' the one enabling him to judge, the other disposing
him to affect things as they are and deserve; to
esteem and love that which is indeed worthy and
lovely; to despise and dislike that which is despicable
and odious; to have no opinion or affection toward
a person, abstracted from all qualifications; such
an one being no special object of a wise and just
either esteem or contempt, love or hatred.
A s these causes are always inseparably connected, (for what is justness, but a disposition of will to
follow, without deflection, the dictates of wisdom?)
so the effect must necessarily follow; according to
numberiess testimonies in Scripture, importing, that,
Ps. xi. 7; The righteous Lord loveth righteousness; but the
xxiiii.'s; wickcd, and him that loveth violence, his soul hateth:
^^^;?'g. The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous—
^^- 5!
but the face of the Lord is against them that do
xxxiv. IS, Qi^il^
i6.

^-..

.

.

.

3 God is impartial, because he is infinitely great
and potent; whence all creatures are in the same
degree inferior, at the same distance remote from
him; all are equally at his discretion and disposal;
he hath no need of any: what therefore should incline him to regard one before another, excepting
only goodness, wherein he delighteth ? So the Wise
AVisd.vi.7. IMan discourseth. He that is Lord of all shall fear
no man's person, neither shall he stand in awe of
any m,an's greatness; for he hath made the small
and great, and carethfor all alike. So JVToses did
Deut.x. 17. imply. The Lord your God is God of gods, and
Lord of lords, a great God, a mighty, and a terrible,
which regardeth not persons.
xxxiv.6,7.
4 God is impartial, because he is immensely
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good and benign; both intensively in the degree, SEEM.
and extensively as to the objects of his goodness; so that he favoureth all equally, because all ^^"^ •''^"
thoroughly, so far as may well be according to F^jj'^''''""'
their condition and capacity; whence if there be ciii^s^
any difference or defect, the ground thereof is not
in his nature or will, but in the different qualifications of creatures.
There is a double goodness or love of God; one
absolute, preceding all regard to personal qualities
or deeds; the other conditionate, and consequent on
special regards: in both these God is impartial; for
the first is general and unconfined, according to that
of the Psalmist, The Lord is good to all, and his cxiv. 9,16.
mercies are over all his works; and those sayings
in the Gospel, He is kind unto the unthankful and Luiie vi.
to the evil: He maketh his sun to rise on the evil Matt.v. 4=;.
and on the good; and sendeth rain on the just
and on the unjust. The second is grounded on
special reasons of the case, and adapted to the rules
of justice demanding it; according whereto. The nom.x. 12.
Lord is rich (in mercy) toward all that call upon 15- ''^^'^'
him. He will fulfil the desire of them that fear igl^jjf'
him, and preserveth all them that love him.
^^^!X- 9;
'

J-

XXXIU. 1 o .

I n the first there is no difference; in the second
the difference is made by ourselves, being founded
in our voluntary demeanour.
5 God is impartial toward all persons, because
he hath the same (natural and original) relations
toward all.
I He is the ]V[aker and Father of all; according
to that of the Prophet, Have we not all one father? Mai.ii. 10.
Hath not one God created us? and that of the
Apostle, there is One God and Father of all, ^P'^^^^- ^''-
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SEEM, who is above all, and through all, and in you all:
Lvii^ he therefore hath the same parental kindness toward
all, the same tenderness for the good of each; he is
not capable of that imperfection, which is observable
in some parents, to be fond and indulgent to some
Prov.xxii. children above others; but in his affection. The rich
''•
and poor, as the Wise IMan saith, do meet together;
the Lord is the maker of them all.
Job xxxiv.
Hence Job did collect, that God accepteth not the
19;
persons of princes, nor regardeth the rich more than
the poor; for, saith he, they are all the work of his
hands.
xxxi. 13,
Hence the same holy man did infer, that he was
'•^'
obliged to deal fairly with his own servants, for that
God in judgment would consider their case no less
xxxi. 15. than his, upon this account, for. Did not he that
made me in the womb make him ? and did not one
fashion us in the womb?
Hence the Wise ]Man, who imitated Solomon,
did argue an equality of gracious providence toward
Wisd.vi. 7. all; He hath made the small and the great, and
carethfor all alike.
2 God is the common Lord of all; and therefore
is concerned to protect all with the like care, to
govern all with the same equity.
Hence St Paul gathereth, that God is indifferently willing to shew mercy and dispense blessings
to all people; to confer the means of salvation, and
to accept pious endeavours, without distinction of
Horn. iii. Jew or Gentile; Is he, saith he, the God of the
'^^'
Jews only? Is he not also of the Gentiles? And,
X. 12,
There is therefore no difference between the Jew
and the Greek; for the same Lord over all is rich
unto all that call upon him.
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Hence the same Apostle doth urge masters to SEE M.
LVIL
be just and kind to their servants; for that God, as
the common ]Master, hath an equal respect to both;
Knowing that your Master also is in heaven, and Ephes. vi.
there is no respect of persons with him.
3 God is the Saviour of all; desiring and de-1 Tim. iv.
signing that All men should be saved, and come to n.\.
the knowledge of the truth; Being willing that wo 2Pet.m.9.
man should perish, but that all should come to
repentance.
Wherefore out of philanthropy and love to mankind he sent his Son to be the Saviour of ^A^eTit. ii. 11.
world; To give himself a ransom for all men; To u,.
taste death for every man.
5^ ^ ^^'
And what greater instance could there be of ^°j^"^"'^'
perfect impartiality?
^ ^°^- ^•
So by reasons from the principal attributes and 1 Tim.ii.6.
relations of God his impartiality may be deduced:
the same also may be declared from his proceedings
and dealings with men. For,
I God hath proposed to all men indifferently
the same terms and conditions of obtaining his
love and favour, of enjoying his bounty and mercy,
of obtaining rewards and felicity from him^
The same laws and rules of life are prescribed
to all persons, as men, and as Christians.
The natural dictates of reason, the precepts of
Holy Scripture, the great moral duties of Rehgion,
by observance whereof God's favour is retained,
and salvation assured, are of general concern and
common obhgation to all without exception.
God hath not framed one law, or one Gospel,
for princes and great men, another for peasants and
" Vid. Clem. Alex. Pa;d. i. 4. [Opp. Tom. i. p . 103.]
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SEEM, mean artisans; he hath not chalked out one way
•^^"' toward heaven for the rich, another for the poor to
Ps. xiix. 2. walk in; but all. High and low, rich and poor, one
with another, are tied to observe the precepts of
piety, of charity, of justice, of temperance, sobriety
and chastity, of modesty, humility, and patience;
none, great or small, can otherwise, than by proceeding in the common road of virtuous practice.
Matt. vii. arrive to happiness. He that doeth the will of my
^''
Father that is in heaven, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven.
xix. 17;
If thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandLuke^xiii ^^^wte: Enter in through the strait gate: Blessed
Ij- . are they .that do his commandments, that they may
P s . XXXIV.

12.
Eev. xxii.

'^^

'

.J

J

have riqht to the tree of life: To them, who by
.

^

.

.

"^ ..r' , .

'.,

•^,

14.
patient continuance in well-doing seek, glory and
om. u. 7. f^Q^^yrn, (f^Ybd immortality, eternal life will be conferred : these are the grand infallible maxims, the
fixed irreversible decrees, expressing the general
duty and doom of mankind, according to the eternal reason of things, and the declared will of God
Almighty, our sovereign Governor and Judge.
John XV.
Whoever it is, that will please God, that will have
'4his love, that will be happy by his grace, must humbly submit to God's will, must faithfully obey God's
laws, must carefully walk in God's way; from this
course there can be no exemption, no dispensation,
no special privilege for any person whatever.
As all men naturally, by indissoluble bands of
obligation, are the subjects and servants of God ; so
God indispensably and inexcusably doth require the
same loyalty and, fidelity, the same diligence, the
same reverence from all.
Great men sometimes may live as if they con-
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ceited themselves free from the obhgations which SEEM.
bind other men; as if they had not souls (as we
-1
poor mortals have) to be saved, or were to be saved
in some other way; as if obedience to the divine
laws doth not touch them, but only doth belong to
the commonalty; as if they had special indulgence
to live in pride, luxury, and sloth, might warrantably practise injustice, oppression, revenge; might
cum privilegio be lewd and lascivious, withhold
their debts, take God's name in vain, neglect devotion and the service of God: but in thus doing they
much abuse themselves; for they no less than others
are obnoxious to guilt and to punishment, for such
misdemeanours against the divine laws. In truth,
if there be any difference in the case, it is only this;
that they, in all equity, ingenuity, and gratitude,
are obliged to a more strict, more faithful, more
diligent observance of God's laws; they being more
indebted to God for his special bounty to them;
they having larger talents and advantages committed to their trust, their deportment being of higher
consequence, and most influential on the world, they
being liable to render an account according to that
just rule. Unto whom much is given, of him much Luke xii.
shall be required; whence their eminency of con- "*
dition doth not excuse them from common duties,
but doth advance their obligation, will aggravate
their neglect, will inflame their reckoning, will
plunge them deeper into woful punishment; according to that of the Wise ]Man, A sharp judgment wisd. vi.
shall be to them that are in high places; for mercy ^'
will soon pardon the meanest, but mighty men shall
be mightily tormented.
2 All persons have the same means, the same
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aids, the same supports afforded to them, for
^^'"' ability to perform their duty, and attain their
happiness.
The word of God, as the light of heaven, doth
indifferently shine to all men, for instructing their
Luke i. 79. minds, for directing their practice, for guiding their
feet in the way of peace.
The divine grace is ever at hand, ready to assist
all those who sincerely and seriously do apply themselves to serve God.
Seasonable comforts are never wanting to support those who need them, and who in their distress
Ps. cxiyii. seek them from God, Who healeth the broken in
' heart, and bindeth up their wounds; so that when
xxxiv. 6. The poor man crieth, the Lord heareth him, and
saveth him out of his troubles.
I Cor. xii.
The universal good Spirit of God (the fountain
7of light and wisdom, of spiritual power and strength,
of consolation and joy) is communicated according
to the needs of men, and exigencies of occasion;
preventing them by direction to the right way, by
reclaiming them from ill courses, by exciting in
them good thoughts and good desires; quickening
their good resolutions, and assisting in the pursuit
of them; enabling them to resist temptations, and
to combat with their spiritual adversaries: to such
Luke xi. best purposes the Holy Spirit is given to all in
13
needful seasons and measures; especially to those
who do earnestly seek it, do faithfully use it, do
treat it well.
3 God hath provided, and doth propose to all
men the same encouragements for obedience, the
same punishments for transgression; the which
being the same in kind do only differ in degree,
SEEJM.
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proportionably to the good deeds or bad demerits SEEM.
of persons.
God hath appointed one heaven for all pious
and virtuous persons, of what nation, of what rank,
of what condition soever they are; He hath pre- Coinin.
pared those things, which eye hath not seen, nor ear ' °^'"' ^'
heard, nor heart of man conceived, for all that love
him. For all that have fought the good fight, and ^ Tim. iv.
kept the faith, and love his appearance, the Lord,
the righteous Judge, hath laid up a crown of righteousness.
Immortality of life, an unfading crown of glory, Luke xxii.
a kingdom that cannot be shaken, unspeakable joys, ^^'
endless bliss, God hath covenanted and promised to
all his faithful servants; to all who in his way please
to accept and embrace them; He that willeth, Rev. xxii.
6 9eXwv, let him take of the water of life freely: and
what greater rewards could there be assigned ?
What room is there for partiahty, where all are
capable of the same equally great, because in a manner immense fehcity? Many, saith our Saviour, Matt. viii.
shall come from the east, and from the west, awcZ Luke xiii.
from the north, and from the south, and shall sit ^^•
down ivith Abraham, and with Isaac, and with
Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven.
Lazarus, the poor beggar, shall rest with the
iflustrious ]Moses, and the noble Daniel, with
David, and Hezekiah, and Josiah, and all pious
princes, in the bosom of Abraham. The poor
fishermen, the painful tent-makers, the sorry
publicans, shall reign together with Constantino,
and Theodosius, and all those good princes, who
have faithfully served God and promoted his glory.
The rich, well using their wealth, may obtain that
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SEEM, state, Treasuring up to themselves a good foundation
^^"' against the time to come, that they may lay hold on
l^'"^-^'- eternal life: the poor, contentedly bearing their
Luke xii. condition have a good title thereto, expressed in
vi.'2o.' ' those words. Blessed be ye poor, for yours is the
kingdom of God.
On the other hand, the same dismal punishments are threatened to all presumptuous, contumacious, and impenitent transgressors of God's
law, however dignified or distinguished; be they
princes or subjects, noble or base, wealthy or indigent; the same unquenchable fire, the same
gnawing worm, the same weeping, and wailing,
and gnashing of teeth; the same utter darkness;
the same burning lake of brimstone; the same
extreme disconsolate anguish is reserved for them
Matt. vii. all: Depart from me; Go, ye cursed, into everlasting
4K ' fire, will be the doom pronounced on all the
^u exm. .^Qj.]jgj.g of iniquity; Indignation and wrath, tribuEom. 11. 8, i^f^^^ ^^^ anguish, will be upon every soul that
doeth evil.
No regard will be had to the quality of men in
Luke xvi. this world; for the rich man, who was clothed in
James V. i. puTplo aud fiuo linou, and fared sumptuously every
Luke vi.
24.
day, was not excused from hell and torment: there
24._
Isai. xxx
is a Tophet ordained of old, even for kings; Mighty
Wisd. vi. rifYiQfi shall be mightily tormented, if they have
mightily sinned.
Even present encouragements of virtue in this
life, the joys and comforts of God's holy Spirit, the
sweet illapses of spiritual consolation in devotion,
the peace of God, and delicious sense of his love,
the cheerful satisfaction of a good conscience, the
joy in believing God's truth, and hoping for accom-
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phshment of his promises, the delight in obeying SEEM.
God's commandments, the blessing of God upon
'good undertakings, and happy success therein, the
co-operation of all things for good to them who Ps. xxxvii.
love God, the supply of all wants, and satisfaction Eom.'vifi.
of all desires, the experimental assurance of God's p^' ^^j^
constant protection and gracious providence over '9; xxxvii.
^

^

^

_

4 ; XXXIV.

those who fear him and trust in him, (according to lonumberless declarations and promises in holy scripture,) are indifferently dispensed to all, who shall
use the means to attain them, in way of conscientious practice.
As correspondently the temporal discourage- PS. xi. 6;
ments from sin (crosses, disappointments, vexations, x^'x^xii.' lo.'
miseries) are without exception allotted to all trans- "^^""V '^^'""^
'

J-

2 2 ; Ivii. 2 o ;

gressors of God's law, according to many denuncia- ^'^- '7tions therein.
4 The impartiality of God doth appear from
his universal providence, carefully watching over
all and every person, dispensing good things to
each, according to his need, without distinction ^
Is any man in extreme want? his liberal hand
presently doth reach forth a supply; for. He satis- PS. cvii. 9.
fieth the longing soul, andfilleth the hungry soul with
goodness; He openeth his hand, and satisfieth the P^. cxiv.
desire of every living thing.
^^•
Is any man in distress ? the Lord is ready to
afford rehef; according to that repeated burden of
the 107th Psalm : Then they cry unto the Lord in Ps.evii.6,
their trouble, and he saveth them out of their dis-'xxl^'.ll'
tresses.
c^ivi. 7;
cxlvii. 6 ;
ciii. 8;
Ixxviii. 38.
1' O tu bone omnipotens, qui sic curas unumquemque nostrum ;=^^- h 4+^;
tanquam solum cures, et sic omnes tanquam singulos.—Aug. Conf.
[ill. I L Op]/ Tom. I. col. Ur^v.]
H. S. VOL. IV
Y7
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Is any man engaged in sin and guilt ? he is
'— patient and longsuffering; not pouring forth his
anger, not withholding his mercies; letting his sun
arise and his showers descend upon the most unworthy and ungrateful: this he doth so generally,
that commonly by apparent events it is not easily
discernible to whom God beareth special favour;
Eocies.ix.i, according to that observation of the Preacher, No
man knoweth either love or hatred by all that is
before them; all things coming alike to all. How
then can any man complain of partiality in him,
who exerciseth so unconfined bounty, clemency,
and patience ?
Ps. cxivi.
rf there be any considerable difference, it is
cxlvii. 14; only this, that God hath a peculiar care of the poor,
^xxx^iv. 18. the afflicted, the oppressed, the helpless and disconisai.xxv.4. gQiate, who do most need (and thence are most induced to seek) his succour and comfort; being also
commonly better qualified to receive them; as is
frequently declared in Scripture.
I t is true, that God hath his particular friends,
his favourites, his privadoes, whom he doth specially
regard and countenance; upon whom he conferreth
extraordinary boons and graces; namely, those who
do love, who do fear, who do trust in, who do honour him, who do obey him; concerning whom it is
Ej)m. viii. said, We know that all things work together for good
Ps'. cxiv. to them that love God: and, The Lord preserveth all
xxxi. 23; those that love him: There is no want to them that
cxrv.'iQ.' /^<^*^ '^'"^'^•' -^^6 will fulfil the desire of them that fear
PH. xxxiv. hiqryi. /^g ^^gg yj^ii hear their cry, and will save them:
I Sam. ii. The Lord redeemeth the soul ./of his servants,' and
30.
i's. cxiyi. none of them that trust in him shall be desolate:
^,XXXIV. rpj^^^ ^j^^^ honour me, I will honour: The Lord
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loveth the righteous: The eyes of the Lord are upon ^^^j*^the righteous, and his ears are open unto their cry:
Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command 3ohn x^.
you.
But evidently there is no partiality in this; for
he doth not favour them irrespectively as persons,
but as in justice specially qualified for favour;
friendship, dutifulness, reverence toward him, being
the highest virtues, and arguing a mind endued
with dispositions (with equity, with ingenuity,
with gratitude, with sober wisdom, with love of
truth and goodness) which demand a correspondence of love and respect from God himself.
And as we do not hold a man partial, who
beareth a special affection and regard to those who
express good-will, who deal kindly and fairly with
them, who serve them faithfully, and pay them
due respect; so neither is God partial, if he doth
specially bless good men upon the like accounts.
Especially considering, that God doth not so
favour mere pretenders, who profess to love and
honour him, but do not love true goodness; fond,
superstitious, hypocritical people, who call. Lord, ^^tt. vii.
Lord, but practise iniquity; who think to please'^^,^^^,j
him by affected services; who court and flatter him 46.
Tit. i. 16.

with their lips; who would bribe him with their Matt, xv!
gifts and sacrifices.
Coi. ii. 22.
5 AU Christians, without distinction, have the f^^^' ''^•
same illustrious relations and honourable privileges,
the most great and glorious that can be imagined.
Of what greater honour is a man capable, than
to be adopted into the blood royal of heaven, to be
called to be one of the sons of God? Ye are all i".'•'"'
the sons of God by faith in Christ Jesus. God sent 'g^"""' ''"•
17—2
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SEEM, forth his Son, born of a woman, that he might redeem
^^ • ^5—and that we might receive the adoption of sons.
Gal. ni. 26,
"i^eT-e TTOTaiT^v dydirriv, Bchold, saith St John,
Eom. viii. y^hat love the Father hath given us, that we should he
1 "John iii. called the sons of God. This is a privilege which
God hath given, which Christ hath purchased for
us all: and Whosoever received him, he gave them
John i. 12. e^ouo-mc Tavrriv, [this power, this privilege, this
Cai. IV. 5, advantage,) that they should become the sons oj
God.
To what higher dignity can any one pretend,
than to be heir of a kingdom by the most infallible
assurance that can be; by covenant, by promise of
God? Such are all good Christians, God's children;
Eom. viii. foT, If sons, then heirs, saith the Apostle, heirs oj
Gal iv God, coheirs with Christ: heirs of God's kingdom;
Tit iii. 7. for Hearken, my beloved, brethren, saith St James;
H e b . 1. 14.

'

7

.

•

•

James ii. 5. hath not God chosen the poor of this world, rich in
Matt. xxv. faith, and heirs of the kingdom, which he hath proitkexii. niised to them that love him? Inherit the kingdom
Lukexxii. P^i^epared for you. Fear not, littlefiock; it is your
^9Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom. I
appoint unto you a kingdom, as my Father hath
appointed unto me.
To what higher pitch can the most ambitious
soul aspire, than to be a king?
Such, St John saith, that our Lord hath conEev. i. 6, stituted every good Christian; partakers, not of a
5'j^
carnal, an earthly, a temporal kingdom, (which is
2^Tim. iv. unstable, is subject to various chances and crosses.
2 i''t- i. cannot endure long, or last any considerable time,)
but of a spiritual, a celestial, an eternal kingdom,
Heb. xii. which cannot be shaken; which hath continual rest.
"^^^
pcaco, joy.
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W e are by God called unto his kingdom and ^^.^.^•
glory,—translated into the kingdom of his own
dear Son.
ii. 12.
To be the brethren of Christ; who is the ^°^-^-'3sovereign Lord of glory. K i n g of kings, and Lord
of lords.
I s it not a considerable honour to be the friends
of our Lord ? so is every poor soul, which hath the
conscience to serve him faithfully; for. Ye are my John xv.
friends, if ye do whatsover I command you.
'^'
All are citizens, free denizens of the heavenly phn. iii.
commonwealth; av/UTroXiTui TWV uy'icov
.
??% ...
6 All men are liable to the same iudsfment, at ??\^?.- ^^•
.

.

Eph. u. 19.

the same tribunal, before that one impartial, inflex- Deut. x. 7.
ible Judge, who cannot be corrupted with gifts, or
" '
dazzled with shows, or moved by any sinister regards.
All persons must stand before that bar upon
equal ground; without any advantage; according
to that representation of St J o h n ; / saw the dead, ^P°''- ^^•
small and great, stand before God, and the books
were opened—and the dead were judged out of those
things which ivere written in the hooks, according to
their works.
The greatest monarchs, the mightiest potentates, the most redoubtable warriors, and successful
conquerors, The men, who made the earth to tremble, isai. xiv.
that did shake kingdoms, that made the world as a H ' . ' ^ ' ' ^ '
wilderness, and destroyed the cities thereof; who
affected to ascend into heaven, and to exalt their
thrones above the stars of God, to ascend above the
heights of the clouds, and to be like the Most High.
There shall they stand bare and divested of all
their phantastry; their splendid pomp, their numerous retinue, their guards, their parasites.
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No consideration there will be had of their
^^"' windj titles, of their gay attire, and glittering

pomp.
JSTo respect will be had to the dread of their
name, to the fame of their prowess; to that spurious
glory, for which they unsettled mankind, and overturned the world; their actions will be strictly
scanned according to the rules of God's law and
common equity
They will be put to answer for all the violences
and outrages, for all the spoils and rapines, for all
the blood and slaughters, for all the ruins, devastations, and desolations, their cruel ambition hath
caused; for all the sins they have committed, and
all the mischiefs they have done.
They who now have so many flatterers and
adorers, will not then find one advocate to plead
for them.
Thus it may appear that God is impartial.
But there are divers obvious exceptions against
this doctrine. As,
Obj. I Is it not apparent, that the gifts of God
are distributed with great inequality?
Doth not one swim in wealth and plenty, while
another coucheth under the burden of extreme
want and penury?
Are not some perched aloft in high dignity,
while others crawl upon the ground, and grovel in
despicable meanness?
Luke xvi.
Are not some clothed with purple and fine
19,20.
linen, and fare deliciously every day; while others
scarce find rags to cover them, and lie at the door
begging for relief?
Do not some thrive and prosper in their affairs,
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while others are disappointed and crossed in their SEEM.
J_JVJ.X.

undertakings ?
Was it not truly observed of some persons, (and
those least deserving good fortune,) They are en- Ps. xvii.
closed in their own fat—Their eyes stand out with 7.'
fatness; they have more than heart could wish?
x\\.6^^''''
And whence doth this difference come, but ^^^^^"'^g
from God's hand? Who, as the Apostle asketh,
maketh thee to differ from another, but God, the ' *^'^^-i'^-"disposer of all things ?
To this exception I answer:
1 That temporal things are so inconsiderable, Eom. viii.
that they scarce deserve to come into the balance, 2 Cor. iv.
or to be computed**; for they have but the same '•'•
proportion to spiritual things, as time hath to eternity; or a finite to an infinite; which is none at
all.
What partiality therefore is there, if God in
mercy and patience bestow on bad men a farthing
in the temporal consolations of this hfe, (if the Luke vi.
universal Father give a small portion in this life to v'l xvii!"^'
untoward children,) while he reserveth infinite ^^'
millions for his obedient children ?
2 The goods of fortune commonly are dispensed not by a special hand of God, but according
to the general course of providence: and what
partiality is he guilty of, who scattereth money into
a crowd of poor people; although in scrambling
some get more than other; and often the worst
(being most bold and fierce) do get most?
3 Indeed the receiving those gifts is no sign
of God's special regard; as the Preacher well
obseiwed; No man knoweth either love or hatred by Eccies. ix.
Ao-ytfo/Aat yup o n OVK a^ia.

R o m . viii. 18,
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all that is before them. AU things come alike to
^^^^- all; there is one event to the righteous and to the
wicked.
4 God, as St Austin saith, purposely doth
sparingly deal these things to good men, and freely
bestoweth them on bad men, to shew how little we
ought to value them; how much inferior they are to
spiritual goods. For surely he would give the best
things to his friends, and the worst to his enemies.
5 Even temporal gifts are dispensed with a
very even hand; for if, barring injudicious fancy
and vulgar opinion, we rightly prize things, we
compare the conveniences and inconveniences of
each state, it will be hard to judge which hath the
advantage.
Wealth hath moreadvantages for pleasure; but
it hath also more cares, more fears, more crosses,
more dangers, more troubles, more temptations.
I t hath more plenty; but withal it hath less
safety, less ease, less liberty, less quiet, less real
enjoyment.
Set the distraction of the rich man's mind
against the toil of the poorest man's body; the
nauseous surfeits of one against the griping hunger
of the other.
That which really doth constitute a state happy,
content, may be common to both, or wanting to
either, as the person is disposed.
6 The goods of fortune are not purely gifts,
but talents deposited in trust for God's service, for
which a proportionable return is expected; so that
he that hath less of them hath a less burden to
bear, and an easier account to render.
7 IMany gifts are not dispensed with personal

SEEM,
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regard, but for public good; and therefore all have ^^^^•
an interest in them.
The wealth, the power, the reputation, the prosperity of a prince, of a nobleman, of a gentleman,
are not his, but his neighbour's; for governing, for
protecting, for encouraging, for assisting whom, they
are conferred: the world not being able to subsist
in order and peace without subordinate ranks, and
without answerable means to maintain them.
Obj. 2 I t is apparent, that God dispenseth his
grace, the light of knowledge, and means of salva- Luke i. 79.
tion, very unequally; some nations living in the 16^
clear sunshine of the Gospel, while others sit in j^^^'^^''^'
darkness and the shadow of death; whole nations '^^^ 1"-. 3I Pet. IV.

being detained in barbarous and brutish ignorance. 3To answer this exception fully would require
much discourse; it being a dark and difficult point:
but briefly we may say,
1 That God dispenseth measures of grace according to a just, yet inscrutable wisdom, knowing
what use will be made thereof, and what fruit men
will bear. I t may therefore be a favour not to
dispense light to them, who are not prepared to
embrace and improve it well.
2 No man can tell what God doth in preparation, and what obstructions are made by men to
his grace.
3 As lower means of grace are conferred, so
proportionably less returns are expected.
4 How hard soever it may be to descry
the reason of God's proceedings in this case, yet
assuredly it is just; and our ignorance of it
should not prejudice the belief of those general
truths, which are so plainly declared, concerning
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i:I^God.
Obj. 3 Is it not in Holy Scripture sometimes
asserted, that God doth act arbitrariously and absolutely; dispensing his bounty and mercy without
regard to any quality in men, or deed committed by
them, either in whole or in proportion—God saith, /
E o m . ix. will have mercy on whom I will have mercy—and. Is
M a t t . XX. it not lawful for me to do what I will with mine own?
15Is not a plain instance of this dealing alleged
by St Paul concerning Jacob and Esau, that
before the children were born, or had done either
good or evil, God said, The elder shall serve the
Eom.ix. younger; and in regard thereto, in the Prophet,
Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated.
Mai. i. 2,3.
W e answer briefly, that
Such expressions do import, not that God acteth
absolutely in the thing itself, but quoad nos; not
that he acteth without reason, but upon reasons
(transcending our capacity, or our means to know
Eom. xi. it) incomprehensible or undiscernible to us; not
33
that he can give no account, but is not obliged
to render any to us; that the methods of his
providence commonly are inscrutable; that his proceedings are not subject to our examination and
censure; that his acting doth sufficiently authorize
and justify itself; that it is high presumption and
arrogance for us to scan, sift, or contest, or cavil at
Eom. ix. the equity or wisdom of God's acting.
That God doth not act according to necessity,
but is free in dispensing his mercy, and applying it
to any person, so that they have nothing to challenge upon account of their own deserts or works;
but must refer all to his mere bounty.
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However, there can be nothing in these mys- SEE^M.
teries of predestination and providence, which really
^
doth subvert an assertion so often clearly expressed,
and so well grounded in reason, or the consideration
of God's nature, attributes, ordinary way of acting,
&c.
Whatever expressions are repugnant thereto in
sound, whatever instances (depending on occult
causes) in appearance do cross it; it yet must stand,
that God is impartially merciful, benign, just, &c.
Obj. 4 Had not Jeremy, St John Baptist, St
Paul, absolute favours and graces conferred on
them, who were sanctified, and separated from the isai. xiix.
womb to be prophets and apostles?
j'er. i. 5.
Resp. These favours were in design not so G"J^®.^'/S^'
much particular and personal, as general and ^^'- \ '"^
public; those persons being raised up by God upon Acts ix. 15;
occasions as needful instruments (elect vessels) of
his providence, to instruct men, and to reduce them
to God; so that God, in raising up such extraordinary persons, did express his common goodness
to mankind.
The like may be said of that special favour,
which was vouchsafed to the holy Virgin, who was
Ke-^apnoiiievrf, and Blesscd among women, for the L^^*' i- ^^•
general good of mankind.
The consideration of this point is very useful,
and may dispose us to many sorts of good practice.
I No man should presume upon God's dealing
with him more favourably than with others, as if he
were a darling or favourite; that God will indulge
him in the commission of any thing prohibited, or
in omission of any duty.
Xai/jc, Keyapnapevrj.

Luke i. 28.
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No man should indulge himself in any thing,
-^^"^ upon a conceit that God will indulge him, or overNum
^®® ^^^ errors; and that, in this sense. He seeth not
xxiii. 21. iniquity in Jacob.
2 No man should be puffed up with conceit
that God hath a singular regard to him. For all
such conceits are groundless and vain; in them men
do miserably delude themselves.
No man can otherwise found any assurance of
God's special love to him, than upon a good conI John iii. science; testifying that he doth sincerely love God,
^^' ^'' and endeavour faithfully to obey his commandments.
3 No man should despair of God's favour;
seeing God hath no particular aversation from any;
but every person hath the same grounds of hope.
If we can buckle our hearts to observe our duty,
we may be sure to be accepted.
Gen.iv. 7.
If thou docst wcll, shalt thou not be accepted?
4 No man should be discouraged for his condition, or fortune; since in allotting it to him God
had no disfavour, nor did intend him ill.
God hath no less regard to him, than to persons
of the most high, wealthy, prosperous state.
5 No man should repine, murmur, or complain
of God's dealing, as if he were unkindly used, more
than others: for there is no such thing. God
dealeth alike kindly with all.
6 No man, upon account of his rank, wealth,
or worldly advantages, should boast or pride himself; seeing thence he partaketh no more than his
meanest and poorest neighbour, of the principal
advantage, God's favour.
7 No man, upon such accounts, should despise
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hk neighbour. The brother of low degree': for upon SEEM.
these accounts it appeareth, that the Wise ]Man
saith truly, t h a t i / e is void of wisdom who despiseth ^^Z^^xi^'
his neighbour; seeing no man can be despicable, ^^'^''''•^^•
whom God regardeth; seeing God, as Elihu saith, Job xxxvi.
is mighty, and despiseth not any; seeing the meanest jamesii. 6.
person standeth on equal terms with the greatest
in the eye of God.
8 Great men should not take themselves for
another sort of creatures', or another race of men
than their poor neighbours; that the world is theirs,
and all things are for them; that they may do what
they please; that they are exempted from laws,
which oblige others; for in moral and spiritual accounts they are upon a level with others.
They are but fellow-subjects and fellow-servants
with others; all accountable to the same ]Master.
9 Superiors hence should be moved to deal
fairly, gently, and courteously with inferiors; seeing
these are their fellow-servants, equally considerable
as themselves with the great IMaster of the family.
This is the use, to which St Paul appheth the
consideration:
Masters, give unto your servants that ivhich is Coi. iv. i.
just and equal; knowing that ye have a Master in
heaven— Ye masters, do the same things unto them, Eph. vi.
(that is, be conscientiously good to them, as they coi. iii. 25.
are faithful to you,) forbearing threatening; knowing
that your Master also is in heaven, neither is there
respect of persons with him.
10 This consideration should preserve us from
'O TOTTeivos.—James i. 9.
Quorum fatis ccelum
vacavit.—
celum omne v;
Lucan. vii. [20fi.]
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SEEM, superstition, or thinking to please or satisfy God,
Lvii^ win his favour, or appease his displeasure, by uncouth ways, which he hath not prescribed to all
men; to corrupt him by our sacrifices and oblations;
our flatteries, glozings, coUoguings with him; so
that he will indulge us in any bad thing, or excuse
us from our true duty, in regard to those affected
services.
Col. ii.
We do herein but abuse ourselves; for he will
Mic. VI. 7, ^^^ approve or accept us upon any other account,
than of discharging our duty, being truly righteous
and good.
I I I t is matter of comfort and satisfaction to a
man, who is conscious of his sincerity, that (whatever his condition and circumstances be) God will
have a fair regard thereto, and will not reject him.
Job xxxi.
I t was so to J o b ; Doth not God see my ways,
Jamesii. and couut all my steps?'—Let me he weighed in
Prov.
<^*^' ^'^^'^ balance, that God inay know my integrity.
^'tl'^\
^^ '^^® consideration of this point should keep
16.
u3 from partial respects of men.
Jude 15,

.

Levit. xix.
Not to admire the state 01 great men", nor
Deut.i. i7;to yield them undue deferences, (in prejudice to
Prov^xriv nieaner persons, making greater difference than
•23; xvi.5; there is gfround for,) not to flatter or humour them
XXvni. 2 1 .

xxviii.

"

''

in an immoderate measure, or unbeseeming manner.
This is that which St James doth urge in his
second chapter, as a very unequal thing.
We should imitate God; we should consider,
that our opinions and affections should resemble his.
As in exterior judgment no respect is to be had
to the rich above the poor; so neither in the interior
Ov peXei o-oi 7rep\ ovbevos.—Matt.
X.KII. \('>.
Oavpa^ovres TrpdirwTra.
J u d o 16.
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judgment or esteem of our mind; to which St SEEM.
James seemeth to apply the law; If ye have re'sped to pei'sons, ye commit sin, and are convinced g^^^^""
of the law as transgressors.
13 This should keep us from envying at those
who have more worldly advantages.
14 It should keep us from being offended, or
scandahzed, or perverted into false notions of God,
upon occasion of any mysterious points, or hard
expressions importing absolute and arbitrary proceedings of God, in predestination or providence.
For however they are to be understood, they cannot derogate from the impartial goodness and
justice of God.
15 This consideration should engage us readily
to pay due respect and reverence to princes, to
magistrates, to all our superiors.
For hence we see, that the reason why we are
commanded to honour and fear them, is, not their
worldly grandeur of wealth or power, (things of
small consideration with God;) but it standeth on
a more solid ground, their sacred relations to God,
as his representatives and officers; who in his
name and behalf do administer justice, and protect right and innocence, encourage virtue, maintain order and peace in the world.
Though God doth not favour their persons as
rich and mighty; yet he regardeth his own character imprinted on them; he regardeth his honour
and interest concerned in their respect; he regardeth
the public good of mankind, which they are constituted to promote; he considers them as the
ministers of his kingdom, and instruments of conveying his benefits to mankind.
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Whence he giveth salvation to kings; he by
'— his law, and by his providence, doth guard and
secure them from violence, from contempt, from
disrespect.
In honouring them, we honour the authority of
God, and the character of divinity stamped on
Eom. xiv. them ; we serve ourselves, for whose sake they are
4constituted, for whose good they watch.
I t may also engage us the more gladly and
fully to yield them their due respect, to consider,
that their condition is not invidious, or their case
better than other men's; seeing they are accountable to God for the advantages of it; seeing that
God huth no regard to them upon account of that
greatness which dazzleth our eyes; seeing that for
all the burdens they sustain, for all the cares they
take, for all the pains they endure, for our good
and public service, they can receive so inconsiderable a recompense from us.
Finally, it should engage us to be very careful
of our ways, and diligent in our obedience; seeing
there is no other way possible of pleasing God, of
gaining his favour and friendship, of appeasing his
displeasure, of standing upright, and coming off
well in his judgment; this.is St Peter's inference,
iPet.i. 17. with which I conclude. If ye call on the Father,
who without respect of persons judgeth according to
every mans work, pass the time of your sojourning
here in fear.

SERMON LVIIL
THE DOCTRINE OF UNIVERSAL REDEMPTION
ASSERTED AND EXPLAINED.

I

TIM.

I V 10.

The living God; who is the Saviour of all men, specially
of those that believe.

T

H E R E are two points of doctrine here plainly SEEM.
asserted by St Paul, which I shall endeavour
to explain and to apply: one, that God is the Saviour of all men^; another, that he is peculiarly the
Saviour of the faithful. For the first,
God in many respects may truly be conceived
and called the Saviour of all men; for the word save
doth in a large acception denote the conferring any
kind of good; as implying a removal of need, or
indigence. Whence God is the Saviour of all men,
as the universal preserver and upholder of all things
in their being and natural state, as it is in the
Psalm: Thou, Lord, savest^ man and beast: or, as Ps. xxxvi.
the general benefactor. Who is good to all, and cxiv. 9.
whose mercies are over all his works; Who maketh Matt. v.
his sun to rise upon the good and bad, rains upon ^^'
the just and unjust, is kind and benign even to the Lukevi.
35ungrateful and evil: or, as the common assistant.
^ Ov (©fov) TToXXffli/ ovTav, e(j)' ols davpd^eTai, ovbev ovTcos, tJs TO
TrdvTas evepyerelv, IbiaiTaTov
Greg. Naz. [Or. XXXII. Opp. Tom.
I. p. 596 E.]

** Old transl. and the LXX. adaeis, or a-dC^is.
B. S. VOL. IV
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SEEM, protector, and deliverer of all men, who in need or
LVIII. distress have recourse unto him for succour and
Ps.ix. 9; relief, according to what is said in the Psalms; The
cxivi. 'I' Lord is a refuge for the oppressed, a refuge in times
&c.
of trouble. The Lord is nigh unto all them that call
upon him. They cried unto the Lord in their trouble,
and he saved them out of their distresses.
I n these kinds of senses, especially respecting
cvu. 13,
ixviii 19, natural and temporal good, it is manifest, that God
20
is the Saviour of all men. But that he is, in this
place, termed such in a higher sense, with regard to
mercies and blessings of a more excellent kind, and
greater consequence, (to mercies and blessings of a
spiritual nature, and relating to the eternal state of
men,) may from several considerations appear.
1 For that, according to apostolical use, the
words Saviour, Save, Salvation, are wont to bear
an evangelical sense, relating to the benefits by our
Lord Jesus Christ procured, purchased, and dispensed, concerning the future state of men.
2 For that, questionless, St Paul doth here
intend God to be Saviour of the faithful in this
higher sense, and consequently he means him in the
same sense (although not in the same degree and
measure, or not altogether to the same effects and
purposes) a Saviour of all men.
3 Because it is plain, that in other places of
Scripture, like and parallel to this, such a sense is
designed. As where, in this very Epistle, we are
I Tim.ii. enjoined to pray for all men, for this reason; For,
z, 4.
saith St Paul, this is good and acceptable before
God our Saviour, who would have all men to he
saved, and to come to the knowledge (or acknowledgment) of the truth; where awTi^p liipcov, the
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Saviour of us, seems to denote the Saviour of us as SEEM.
,

,

.

LJ"V"III,

men, (that interpretation best suiting with the argu'ment St Paul useth;) however it is expressed, that
God is, according to desire or intention, the Saviour
of all men, in reference to their spiritual and eternal
advantage; as willing that all men should embrace
the Gospel; which is further most evidently confirmed by the words immediately following; ForiTim.a.i.
there is one God, and one mediator between God
and men, the man Christ Jesus.
4 Because, according to the tenor of Scripture,
and the analogy of Christian doctrine, St Paul's
assertion thus interpreted is true, as our subsequent
discourse may declare.
5 I might add, that The living God in our text
may very well be understood and expounded to be
our Lord Jesus himself; not only as partaking ofiTim.i. i;
the divine nature, but as exhibited in the Gospel, ^^'^im. i.
the Word incarnate, who as such may seem com-'°'
monly by St Paul to be styled, God our Saviour; Tit. u. lo,
God manifested in the flesh; God, that purchased i i;
the Church with his own blood; Christ, who is over 16.'"^' "''
all, God blessed for evermore. However it from the f^^^ ''^'
premises is sufficiently apparent, that God's being ^°'"- ^-^' •
the Saviour of all men doth relate unto our Saviour
Jesus his undertakings and performances for the
salvation of all men; since God in a sense evangelical is no otherwise said to save, than in concurrence with what Jesus did undertake and perform;
than as designing, ordering, accepting, prosecuting,
and accomplishing our Lord's performances; Jesus
being the conduit through which all evangelical
mercies and blessings are from God conveyed and Eph. i.
dispensed to mankind. So that God being the ^' '
18—2
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SEEM. Saviour of mankind, is either directly and imme/"^Z"^ diately, or by equivalence and in consequence, the
same with Jesus being the Saviour of all men.
That our Lord Jesus is the Saviour of all men;
or that the most signal of his saving performances
do in their nature and their design respect all men,
as meant for, as conducing and tending to all men's
salvation, yea and as in their own nature (supposing
men's due and possible concurrence with them)
effectually productive of their salvation; that, I say,
this ancient catholic point of doctrine (the which
we profess to believe, when with the Church we say
in the Nicene Creed—Who for us men, and for our
salvdtion, came down from heaven, the which particularly our Church in its Catechism, in the Ministration of Baptism, and in the Communion, doth
most evidently and expressly declare itself to embrace) is very true, many full and clear testimonies
of Scripture do shew, many reasons grounded on
Scripture do prove; the which we shall first touch,
and then further both illustrate and enforce the
truth, by declaring upon what accounts, or in what
respects, our Lord is the Saviour of all men; as
also by an application to practice, declarative of its
usefulness and subserviency to the purposes of piety.
For immediate testimonies:
I Jesus is called the Saviour of the world; who
was sent and came into the world to save the world;
whose chief performances were designed and diJohniv.42. rected to the salvation of the world; We have heard
and known, said the men of Samaria, that this is
I Johniv. truly the Saviour of the world, the Christ. We hare
'•*•
seen and testified, saith St John, that the Father
sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world, (that
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world, of which it is said. He was in the world, and SEEM.
the world was made by him, and the world knew him
not.) And, God sent his Son into the world, not to Joi^^y-'°;
judge (or not to condemn) the world, but that the xii.^47;
world by him should he saved, (that world whereof Acts i. 42;
a great part he in effect would both judge and con- R^om.^xiv.
demn for unbehef and disobedience, he did come ^"cor.v.io.
primarily upon intent to save.) And, The bread ^°^^''''-i'which I shall give is, saith he, my flesh, which I will
give for the life of the world. And, Behold, said the Joimi. 29.
Baptist, the Lamb of God, which taketh away the
sins of the world. And, God was in Christ, recon- 2Cor.v.i9.
ciling the world unto himself not imputing their
offences, saith St Paul, to the world: which otherwise he expresseth by TU irdvTa, By him to reconcile Coi. i. 20.
all things unto himself. And, He is a propitiation i john ii.
not only for our sins, hut for the sins of the whole ^"
world, (the whole world, in contradistinction from
all Christians, to whom St John speaketh in that
place of his catholic Epistle; that KOO-M-O^ 6X09, of
which he saith in that same Epistle, Koa-fxos oXos ev i john v.
Tip irovripw KelTui, The wholc world lieth in wicked- '^'
ness.) In all which places, that the world according
to its ordinary acception (and as every man would
take it at first hearing) doth signify the whole community of mankind, comprehending men of all sorts
and qualities, good and bad, believers and infidels,
(not in a new, unusual sense, any special restrained
world of some persons, particularly regarded or
qualified,) will, I suppose, easily appear to him, who
shall without prejudice or partiality attend to the
common use thereof in Scripture, especially in St
John, who most frequently applieth it as to this, so
to other cases or matters.
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2 The obiect of our Saviour's undertakings and

T VTTT

L intentions is described by qualities and circumstances agreeing unto all men. All the sons of
Adam are by disobedience in a lost condition, (lost
in error and sin, lost in guilt and condemnation, lost
Matt.xviii. in trouble and misery;) and. The Son of man, saith
"•
he himself, came to save, TO d-noXwXog, that which was
Eom. iii. lost, (or whatever was lost.) All men have sinned,
^^'
saith St Paul, and are fallen short of the glory of
I Tim. i. God; and. It is a faithful saying, saith the same
'^'
Apostle, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ
Eom. y. 8. Jesus camc into the ivorld to save sinners. God
&c. ' ' comm.ended his love to us, that v)e being yet sinners
Christ died for us. All men naturally are weak
and wicked; are in a state of alienation and enmity
Eom. V. toward God and. Even when we were without
' '
strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly:
I Pet. iii. When we were enemies, we were reconciled to God
by the death of his Son: Christ once suffered for
sins, the righteous for the unrighteous. All men have
souls and lives exposed to misery and ruin: and,
Lukeix. The Sou of man, so he assures us, came not to
destroy, but to save the souls (or lives) ofmxn. Those
propositions in form, respecting an indefinite object,
are according to vulgar use equipollent to those,
wherein the object is expressed universally. However,
3 They are interpreted by others, expressed in
terms as general and comprehensive as can be; such
1 Tim. iv. as those texts contain: The living God, who is the
lO.
Saviour of all men, especially of the faithful, (of all
men universally, not only of the faithful, though
I Tim. ii. chiefly of them.) God our Saviour would have all
4) 5, 6.
men to be saved; He is the mediator of God and
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men, who gave himself a ransom for all men; God |^,^M
hath shut up all men under sin, that he might have
Eom. xi.
mercy upon all. The love of Christ constraineth 3,°'
32.
us, judging this, that if one died for all, then are all 2j^Cor.
°^"_ V.
dead; and he died for all, that they who live may
not live to themselves, but to him that died for them,
and rose again. The saving grace of God i^a^^ Tit. ii. n.
appeared to all men, (or, The grace of God, which
is saving to all men, hath appeared, 'E-Trecpdvr] »? x"^'^
TOV Qeov rf awTripio<s irdcriv dv9pw7roi<s.)

He

tasted

Heb. ii. 9.

death for every man, virep TTUVTO^. He is the true John i. 9.
light, that enlighteneth every man coming into the
world. Which propositions do sufficiently determine the extent of our Saviour's saving performances.
4 Further yet, to exclude any limitation or
diminution of these so general terms, (at least
to exclude any limitation in regard to all the
members of the visible Church, which are or
have been incorporated thereinto,) it is expressed, that our Saviour's undertakings did respect
even those, who (by their own default) might
lose the benefit of them, and who in effect should
not be saved. For, of those false teachers who 2 Pet. ii. i
introduced pernicious heresies, it is said, that
they denied the Lord who bought them. And i cor. viii
St Paul implies, that by scandalous example a "'
weak brother, for whom Christ died, being induced to sin, might be destroyed. And, Do Pom. xiv.
not, saith he again, by thy eating destroy him, '^•
for whom Christ died. And the Apostle to the
Hebrews signifies concerning apostates, that they
do trample upon the Son of God, and pollute Heb. x. 29
the blood of Christ, by which they are sanctified.
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SEEM. The supposition thereof is the ground of duty and
LVIII.
^i.
r • c
aggravation or sm
Thus doth the Holy Scripture in terms very
direct and express declare this truth, indeed so
clearly and fully, that scarce any other point of
Christian doctrine can allege more ample or plain
testimony of Scripture for it; whence it is wonderful, that any pretending reverence to Scripture
should dare (upon consequences of their own devising) to question i t ; and many reasons confirming the same may be deduced thence.
1 The impulsive cause, which moved God to
design the sending our Lord for to undertake what
he did, is expressed to be philanthropy, or love to
Tit. iii. 4. mankind: But, saith St Paul, when the kindness
and love of God our Saviour unto man, ^ fpiXavOpwTria TOV (TWTrjpo's ^fjiwv Qeov, appeared—according
John iii. to Ms m^crcy he saved us. God so loved the world,
ifom V 8 ^^^^ ^^ gave his only begotten Son.
God hereby
Ephes. ii.4. commends his love unto us, that we as yet being
sinners, Christ died for us. I t was not a particular
fondness of affection, (such whereof no particular
ground can be assigned or imagined,) but an universal (infinitely rich and abundant) goodness,
mercy, and pity toward this eminent part of his
creation, sunk into distress and lamentable wretchedness, which induced God to send his Son for the
redemption of mankind.
2 God declares himself impartial (most particularly) in this case; that as all men in regard
VEB illis, qui auctorem propria; salutis negaverunt.—Ambr.
in Ps. XXXIX. [Opp. Tom. i. col. 862 c ]
Gregory Nazianzene saith of Julian, Ata roCro piariaas Xpiarbv,
OTL bi avToi) a-ea-axTTO.

[ O r . XLII. O p p . T o n i . I. p . 750 O.J
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to him stand alike related, and are in the same con- ^^^^•
dition, so he proceeds with indifferent affection, and
upon the same terms with all. H e is equally the
Lord and Maker of all men; and all men are
equally involved in guilt, and exposed to ruin;
upon which grounds St Paul inferreth, that as to
God's regard of man's salvation, there is no difference between Jews and Greeks; and by parity
of reason there can be none between any other
sorts of persons, antecedently to God's merciful intentions : There is, saith he, no respect of persons-Rom.iin.
with God, (as to preparing the capacities and means,
to propounding the terms and conditions of salvation, for about these he discourses;) for. Is he, Eom. iii.
saith the Apostle, assigning the reason of that as- ^^'
sertion, the God of the Jews only, and not of the
Gentiles? N o : There is no difference, saith he, o/*Eom.x.i2.
Jew and Greek, for there is the same Lord of all,
being rich (rich in mercy and bounty) unto all that
call upon him; that is by consequence simply unto
all; for St Paul implies, that God therefore provided that all men should have the means of calling
upon him imparted to them; for that. How should Eom. x.
they call upon him without faith? and how should '"*'
they believe without preachers? and how should there
be preachers, if they were not sent ? Whence he
infers, (against the sense of those Jews with whom
he disj)utes,) that it was necessary that the Apostles
should have a commission to preach unto all. And,
The righteousness of God by the faith of Christ is Eom. m.
manifested unto all, and over all that believe; for
there is no difference; for all have sinned, and come
short of the glory of God: the relation of God is the
same to all men, (he is the God and Lord of all;) Acts x. 36.
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SEEM, the state and need of all men are the same; there is
^^"^' therefore no difference, excepting that consequent
one, which compliance or noncompliance with the
conditions offered unto all doth induce. I t is true
in this respect, what the Wise Man saith, 'O TrdvTwv
Wisd. vi.7. Sea-TroTtjs oixoiw^: irpoi'oel irepl TrdvTwv, He

that IS Lord

of all careth (or provideth) for all alike; and what
Clemens Alexandrinus*^ says, as to this particular,
All things lie equally for all from God; so that no
man can complain of him; as partial to some, and
deficient to others.
3 W e may observe, that the undertakings and
performances of our Lord are for nature and extent
Eom. V.14. compared with those of Adam, (who was TVTTO^ TOV
ixeXXovT09, A type of him that was to come;) as Adam,
being a representative of mankind, did by his transgression involve all men in guilt, and subject them
to condemnation; provoked God's wrath, and drew
the effects thereof upon us; brought all men under
the slavery of sin, and necessity of death; so was
our Lord the proxy of mankind, and by his performances in our behalf did undo for our advantage
what the former did to our prejudice; by his entire
obedience expiating the common guilt, suspending
the fatal sentence, pacifying God's wrath, reducing
righteousness, and restoring life to all that would
embrace them; so doth St Paul at large (in the 5th
chapter of his Epistle to the Komans) propound and
prosecute the comparison; closing his discourse
itmii.v.iB. thus: Therefore as by the off^ence of one man judgment came upon all men to condemnation; so by the
righteou.sness of one, the free gift came upon all men
Uacri navTa "o-a Kfirai napd

TOV Qeov, Kal ecrTlv avTos dpep<f)rii.—

Clem. Alex. Strom, vii. [Opp. Tom. ii. p. 840.J
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to justification of life. As guilt, wrath, and death SEEM.
forementioned, were the fruits of what Adam did,
faUing upon all; so pardon, grace, and life, were
(in design) the effects of what our Saviour performed relating unto all. Yea, the same comparison St Paul seems to intimate in his Second
Epistle to the Corinthians, where he saith, that.
If one died for all, then are all men dead; that is, 2Cor.v.i4.
Christ's dying for aU men, implies all men in a
state of condemnation and subjection to death; and
that inference supposes the performances of the
first and second Adam to be in their nature and
primary effects co-extended and commensurate.
The same St Paul seemeth in express terms to say.
All men have sinned, and are fallen short (or are Eom ill.
destitute) of the glory of God; being justified freely 23. ^4by his grace (or favour) by the redemption that is
in Christ Jesus. (All men are justified, that is,
according to God's favourable intention and design.) Yea, the very reason why God permitted
sin and death to prevail so universally is intimated
to be his design of extending a capacity of righteousness and life unto all; so St Paul tells us: God Eom. xi.
hath shut up all men under sin, that he might have
mercy upon all. And particularly, that by virtue
of Christ's performances death is abolished, and2Tim.i.i o.
Eom. vi.
immortahty is conferred upon all men, St Paul 23.
23most expressly teacheth u s ; For, saith he, as in 1 Cor
Adam all die, so in Christ shall all be made alive.
I observe that Prosper® (an eager disputant
® Cum itaque rectissime dicatur Salvator pro totius mundi
redemptione crucifixus, propter verain naturae humanas susceptionem, et propter communem in prime homine omnium perditionem, &c.—Resp. ad Capit. Gall. cap. ix. [Opp. col. 214 c ]
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SEEM, about points allied to this) several times confesseth,
T V^TTT

L that Christ may be most rightly affirmed to have
been crucified for the redemption of the whole
world, especially upon two accounts, for his true
susception of human nature, and for the common
perdition of all men in the first man: we have
touched the latter; let us add, that
4 Our Saviour assuming our nature, and parPhii. ii. 8. taking of our flesh. Being made in the likeness of
15; " ' men, and found in fashion as a man; yea, endued
Gai.''iv! 4! with the passions and infirmities of man's nature,
exposed to the tribulations and inconveniences of
man's life, did thereby ally himself, and put on a
Heb. ii. 14, fratertial relation unto all men. Forasmuch, saith the
' Apostle to the Hebrews, as the children (the children he means of the same father, or brethren; as the
tenor of his discourse makes evident) are partakers
of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part
of the same; that is, graciously designing to become
a brother to the children of men, he assumed all
Acts xvii. that was proper to man's nature. God, saith St
Paul, made irdv eOvo^ dvOpwiroov, the whole nation, or
race of men, dwelling upon the face of the earth, of
one blood; and of that one blood our Saviour was
Heb.ii.ii; pleased to take part, entithng us thereby to a consanguinity with him^; and it was a title of his,
which he seemed to affect and delight in, the Son
of man. H e being such did sanctify our nature,
by the closest conjunction thereof to the divine
ii. 7,16. nature, and rendering it more than a temple of the
ovTa-

"H npoaXrjijfis Tijs a-apKos OVK ebovXov TOV Xoyov (pvcrei Kvpiov
aXXa pdXXov eXevGepoxris rjv 17 yivopevrj napd TOV Xoyov Trdarjs

dvepwTToTriTos, &c.—Athan. con. Arian. Orat. 11. [Opp. Tom. i.
p. 482 B.]
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Divinity; he dignified it, and (as that Apostle ^ ^ ^ j ^ '
intimateth) advanced it above the angelical nature
'by an alliance to God himself; he thereby not
only became qualified to mediate between God ^tim.ii.5.
and man, and capable to transact that great business of man's salvation; but was engaged, and in
a manner obliged to do it; for as he was a man,
he surely was endued with the best of human
affections, universal charity and compassion, which
would excite him to promote the welfare of all; as
he was a man, he was subject to the common law
of humanity, which obliges to endeavour the common benefit of men. As he was a brother in
relation, so he could not, he would not be otherwise in affection; he is not to be conceived deficient in performance of the offices suitable to that
condition. That good-will which he requires us Matt.v.44.
to bear toward all men indifferently, good and bad. Acts x'.' 38."
friends and enemies, he questionless did bear himself in the highest degree, and to the utmost extent ; the general beneficence, which in his conversation and practice he did express, doth signify
how large his desires and intentions were in regard
to the welfare of men; so that we may thence well
aver with St Ambroses: Incarnationis Dei mysterium est universce salus creaturce; The mystery of
God's incarnation doth respect the salvation of all
mankind, according to his desire and design.
5 We are taught that our Lord hath by his Eev. xvii.
saving performances acquired a rightful propriety 14m, and a title of dominion over all men living'';
^ De Fide, Lib. v. cap. viii. [Opp. Tom. ii. col. 670 A . ]
^v6painovavTovT:oir](Tas6'ilaTrip—ovxdnXas
be eTroiija-ev dvdpaTTOV,
a X eis TO Kvpieia-at ndvTcov avTov, Kal dyidCetv ndvTas bid TOV ^plapaTos
TreTToij/Kti/.—Athan. ut supra.
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SEEM, to him is committed the governance and protection
^^"^' of all mankind, as the reward of what he did and
Acts X. 36. suffered for its sake. He is called the Lord of all
uZ'.""''^' men; and the Head of every man. I t is said, that
xxvui. 18; j ^ ^ things by his Father are given into his hand,
John iii. a ^ j p^f under his feet; that Power is given him
xiii. 3;. over all flesh; that All authority is given him in
i. 2.'"' 'heaven and earth; All judgment is committed to
IfT.^r' him. Which privileges, rights, dignities, are dePs'^cx'i^' clared to have been procured by the virtue of his
saving performances, and purchased by the price
Eom. xiv. of his blood. For, to this end, saith St Paul, Christ
^'
both died and rose again, and revived, that he might
be the- Lord both of the dead and living, (or, might
exercise lordship over both the dead and living,
1 Cor. vi. iva /cat veKpwv KOI XWVTWV Kvpievar].) and. We are not
'^' ^°' our own, (saith he again,) we are bought with a
Heb. ii.9. price: and. We see Jesus, for the suffering of death,
crowned with glory and honour, that by the grace
of God he might taste death for every man, (or, for
the suffering of death, that by God's grace he might
taste death for every man, crowned with glory and
honour,

Old TO TrdQrjfj.a TOV OavdTov

eaTe(pavwfxevov,

birwi ^apiTi

So^rj Kal riju^

Qeov virep TravTos

yevatjTai

OapdTov; for there seems to be such a trajection in
piiii.ii.8,9. the words.) and. He was obedient unto death, even
12^' ^' ^' the death of the cross; therefore hath God exalted
him, and given him a name above every name.
Subjection then and redemption, as they have one
ground, so they are implied to have the same extent ; as every one must call Christ Lord, so he
may call him Saviour; therefore his Lord, because
his Saviour. And since Christ hath got an authority over all men, a propriety in every man; since
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he hath undertaken to govern and protect the
world, he questionless, as a prince of incomparable
benignity and clemency, doth seriously intend and
desire the best welfare of all his people; it surely
cannot be a smaU benefit to the community of
men, that they are his subjects; the objects^of his
princely care, and of his mercy Kn^eTai TWV avuTrdvTwV oirep Kal Kadt]Kei. TW Kvpiw
awT^p ydp

icTTiV

TrdvTWV

oi^x' "^wi; fxev, TWV ^' oil.

SEEM.

yevofxevip-

He

taketh

care of all, which doth become him that is Lord of
all; for that he is indifferently the Saviour of all,
saith Clemens Alexandrinus'
6 We are commanded to pray, intercede, and J T^™- "•
give thanks (indifferently) for all men, even for
heathens and persecutors; as for the objects of
God's benevolent affection; whom He would have
to he saved, and to come to the knowledge of his
truth; expressing -our charity in conformity to the
unconfined goodness of God. Very good reason
(argues St Chrysostom'') there is why we should
pray for all men; for if God doth will the salvation
of all men, we, in imitation of him, should will the
same; and, if we desire it, we should pray for it.
Upon which score the Catholic Church hath constantly and carefully observed this precept; so the
learned writer de Vocatione Gentium assures u s :
Which law of supplication, saith he, the devotion of
all priests and of all the faithful people doth so
observe, that there is no part of the world, in which
such prayers are not solemnized by the Christian
' Strom. VII. [Opp. Tom. ii. p . 832.]
Mt/io{! TOV Ofdi/. el navTas dvdpwnovs
6eXei cradrjvai, eiKOTCos
vnep dnavTcov bel fi'^fo-^at. el ndvTas avTos edeXrja-e o-co^^rai, 6eXe Kai
Ti. el be eeXeis, ev'xov.—Chrys. [in 1 T i m . Orat. vii. O p p . Tom.
IV. p. 276.]
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SEEM, people. The Church of God doth therefore suppli— — ^ cate, not only for the saints, and the regenerate in
Christ, hut also for all infidels, and enemies of the
cross of Christ; for all idolaters, all persecutors,
all Jews, heretics, and schismatics^. And Prosper
himself: Setting aside, saith he, that distinction,
which the divine knowledge contains within the secret
of his justice, it is most sincerely to he believed and
professed, that God wills that all men shall be saved;
since the Apostle, whose sentence that is, doth most
solicitously enjoin that which is in all the Churches
most piously observed, that God should, he implored
for all men"^ So doth he attest the common practice, and declare the ground thereof.
7 For which practice, and for the confirmation
of its ground, (God's serious willingness and desire that men should be saved,) we have the pattern
Luke xxiii. of our Lord himself praying to his Father for the
34
pardon of the worst of men, his murderers; which
as it demonstrated his charity toward them, so it
argues that he was their Saviour, for that other' Quam legem supplicationis ita omnium sacerdotum, et omnium
fidelium devotio concorditer tenet, ut nulla pars mundi sit, in qua
hujusmodi orationes non celebrentur a populis Christianis. Supplicat ergo ubique Ecclesia Dei, non solum pro Sanctis et in Christo
jam regeneratis, sed etiam pro omnibus infidelibus, et inimicis
crucis Christi, pro omnibus idolorum cultoribus, pro omnibus qui
Christum in membris suis persequuntur, pro Juda;is quorum csecitati lumen Evangelii non refulget, pro hsereticis et schismaticis, qui
ab unitate fidei et caritatis alieni sunt.—[Lib. i. cap. xii. inter
Prosp. Opp. col. 864 B, c ]
" Remota ergo hac discretione, quam divina scientia intra secretum justitise suaj continet, sincerissime credendum atque profitendum est, Deum velle, ut omnes homines salvi fiant. Siquidem
apostolus, cujus ista sententia est, solicitissime prsecipit, quod in
omnibus ecclesiis piissime custoditur,utDeo proomnibushominibus
supplicaretur.—Prosp. Resp. ad Obj. Vincent, cap. ii. [Opp. col.
231 c ]
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wise he knew they could not be in any capacity of ^ ^ ^ M .
having pardon. His praying for them imphes the
1
possibility of their receiving forgiveness; and such
a possibility doth presuppose a disposition in God
to grant it, and consequently a satisfaction provided, such as God requires and accepts, and which
shall avail to their benefit, if toward the application
thereof they perform their parts.
8 Indeed it is not easy to conceive, how we
can heartily pray for pardon, or for any other
blessing, either for ourselves or for others, without
supposing Christ to be our Saviour and theirs;
without supposing God placable and well affected
towards us and them in Christ, upon the account
of his performances and sufferings in our and their
behalf We are to offer up all our devotions in
the name of Christ, and for his sake must implore
all mercies and blessings from God; which how
can we do seriously and with faith, if we may
reasonably question, whether Christ's merits do
respect us, and consequently whether they can be
available in our behalf? / will, saith St Paul, that i Tim. ii.
Q

men should pray in every place, liffing up pure
hands, without wrath or doubting: which precept
how can any man observe; how can any man pray
with calmness and confidence of mind, who is not
assured, that Christ is his Saviour, or that God for
Christ's sake is disposed to grant his requests?
But this point we may be obliged to prosecute
somewhat further in the apphcation.
9 Either our Saviour's performances do respect ah men, or some men (the far greatest part of
men) do stand upon no other terms, than those of
the first creation, or rather of the subsequent lapse
B. S. VOL. IV-

T9
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SEEM, and condemnation; being subject to an extremely
'- rigorous law, and an infallibly certain guilt, and.
consequently, to inevitable punishment; being utterly secluded from all capacity of mercy, and
Actsv. 31. having no place of repentance left unto them, (the
47" '''''"''' place of repentance being a most signal part of
Christ's purchase;) so that if any such man should,
according to the proportion of his light and ability,
perform what is agreeable to God's law, doing what
is possible to him (this may be supposed, for what
is possible to a man he may do, what is possible is
possible) in order to his salvation, he notwithstanding should be incapable of any mercy, favour, or
acceptance. But, beside that it is expressly said,
Eom.
xi. that
God did shut -'•
up all men under sin, that he
32.
_
might have mercy upon all; and that we are plainly
enough informed, that our Lord did reverse the
first fatal sentence, and hath, as the Mediator between God and man, evacuated all former covenants by establishing a new one, (for if any former
Heb.viii.7. covenant had been good, there had been no place
sought for a new one, as the Apostle to the Hebrews discourseth)—besides these considerations, I
say, and beside that such suppositions do not well
suit to the nature of God, and do not well consist
Acts
xvii. with the tenor of his providence; God positively
30
and vehemently disclaimeth this rigour of proceeding; he both under Law and Gospel declares himEzek.xviii; self ready to admit any man's repentance; yea,
earnestly invites all men thereto; yea, grievously
explains and expostulates with men for not repenti^a"iv "• ^^^^' y®^' ^°* °^^y ^^y^'^^'^^^ swears it by his own
Mic. vii. 8. life, that he desires any wicked man should do it:
• • he strongly asserts, he earnestly inculcates, he
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loudly proclaims to aU his readiness to pardon, and SEEM.
his delight in shewing mercy; The riches of hisgoodness and forbearance and longsuffering.
H e j , . °^' ^"''
declares that he will exact an account of men, ^^"- ''''''•
according to proportion, answerable to their willing- ^^^^ ^i^ness to do what they could, and to the improvements of those talents (those measures of light
and strength) which they had, or might have h a d ;
that whoever is ev eXaxi^yrw TTJO-TOS, faithful in using xvi. lo.
the smallest power, shall be accepted and rewarded.
H e represents himself impartial in his judgment Acts. x. 34.
and acceptance of men's persons and performances; ^ '^ •'• '7any man, in any nation, his sincere, though imperfect, piety and righteousness being acceptable to
him: the final ruin of men is not imputed to any
antecedent defect lying in man's state, or God's
will, to no obstacle on God's part, nor incapacity
on the part of man, but wholly to man's blameable
neglect, or wilful abuse of the means conducible to
his salvation: no want of mercy in God, or virtue
in the passion of our Lord, are to be mentioned or
thought of; infidelity (formal or interpretative) and
obstinate impenitency, disappointing God's merciful
intentions, and frustrating our Lord's saving performances and endeavours, are the sole banes of
mankind; Here, saith our Lord, is the condemnor John iii.
tion, that light is come into the world, and men loved ^^'
darkness rather than light, because their deeds are
evil: and, / speak these things, that ye might be v. 34, 40saved; but ye will not come to me, that ye might
have life: and. How often have I willed to gather WM.xxm.
thy children, as a hen gathers her chickens under her ^'^'
wings, but ye would not!
Of the Pharisees and
lawyers our Saviour said, that They defeated the^^^^'"19—2
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SEEM, counsel of God toward themselves, T^V (iovXrjv TOV
^^^^^- 0g^- ^QeTwav els eauroJs; the counsel of God, who
designed to bring them to repentance by the instruction and exhortation of St John the Baptist.
Our Saviour invited many to the participation of the
isai.xxv.6. Gospel, (that great Feast of fat things to all people,
as the prophet Isaiah calleth it;) but they would
not come, saith the text: he iterated his message,
Matt. xxii. but They, carelessly neglecting it (dneXijaavTe^), went
^' ^' ' away, one to his farm, another to his merchandise,
xiii. 37,38; and the rest took his servants, and entreated them
spitefully, and slew them. The sower (our Lord) did
sow in the field (the world) the good seed of heavenly truth, but some would not admit it into their
xiii. 20,22. heads or hearts; from others temptation bare it
away; in others worldly cares and desires choked
John vii. it; OUT Lord spako the most convincing words.
Matt. xxi. such as no man ever spake, such as drew publicans
^'' 2,24; and harlots into the kingdom of heaven; he perXV. 2 2 ,
?ohn^vii. fornied most astonishing works, such as never the
3''
like were done, which were sufficient to convert
V. 44;

.

'

xii. 43-. Tyre and Sidon, yea to have preserved Sodom, but
31;
Without effect; such were the invincible obstinacy,
Luke xvi. the gross stupidity, the corrupt prejudices, and perMatt. xiii. "verse affections of his auditors and spectators, upon
xxiii 14 "which causes our Lord chargeth the inefficacy and
unsuccessfulness of his endeavours for their salvation. So doth St Stephen call the Jews, unto
Acts vii. whom the Gospel was offered. Hard-necked, uncircumcised in heart and ears; such as did always
xxviii. 26, resist the Holy Spirit.
St Paul gives the same
character of them, and assigns the same cause of
their rejecting the Gospel. And of the Jews of
xiii. 46. Antioch it is said, that They did thrust away the
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word of salvation, judging themselves unworthy of |EEM.
everlasting life, (that is, disdaining to embrace the —. ~
overture of everlasting life made unto them.) And,
Despisest thou the riches of God's goodness, and for- Eom. ii. 4bearance, and long-suffering; being ignorant that
the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance ? so
St Paul expostulates with the incredulous Jew.
And, How, saith the Apostle to the Hebrews, shall Heb. ii. 3.
we escape, if we neglect so great salvation ? So do
our Lord and his Apostles state the reason of men's
miscarrying in this great affair; signifying all requisite care and provision to be made on God's
part for their salvation; and imputing the obstruction solely to their voluntary default of compliance
with God in his-conduct and management thereof.
Neither are the dealings and declarations of
God toward those who lived under the law and
prophets impertinent to this purpose; they are applicable upon consideration of parity in reason, or
likeness in case. What remonstrances concerning
the gentleness, kindness, and equity of his dealings,
what exprobations of their stubbornness and stupidity God did anciently make to Israel under that
particular dispensation, (which yet in tendency and
in representation may be deemed general,) the
same he might now use toward all mankind, under
this universal economy, wherein God hath given to
his Son, The heathen for his inheritance and the Ps. ii. 8.
utmost parts of the earth for his possession; whereby
All the kingdoms of the world are become the king- Eev. xi.
doms of the Lord, and his Christ; which hath
erected an unconfined kingdom of grace ; to which
all men in design and of right are subject; in respect to which every nation is in obligation and
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SEEM, dutv become the people of God.
LiVIlI

X

What, said God

J-

Lto them, could I have done more to my vineyard
Isai. V. 4. f.j^^^ I have done?
Wherefore, when I looked for
nos.xuig. grapes, did it bring forth wild grapes? 0 Israel,
isai.ixv.2. thou hast destroyed thyself; hut in me is thy help. I
Eom. X. 21. ^^^^ spread out my hands all the day long to a reJer.vii.13. bellious and gainsaying people. I spake unto you
rising up early and speaking, but ye heard not; I
Prov. i. 24, called, but ye answered not; I have called, and ye
^^' ^^' have refused; I have stretched out my hand, and no
man regarded. But ye have set at nought all my
Isai. Ixv. counsel, and would none of my reproof. When I
\xvi. 4. called, ye did not answer; when I spake, ye did not
Jer. vi\"io! hear; but did evil before mine eyes, and did choose
that wherein I delighted not. And, Behold, their
ear is uncircumcised, and they cannot hearken; behold, the word of the Lord is unto them a reproach,
Zech. vii. they have no delight in it. They refused to hearken,
" ' '^' and pulled away the shoulder, and stopped their
ears, that they should not hear; yea, they made their
hearts as an adamant stone, lest they should hear the
law, which the Lord of hosts hath sent in his Spirit.
Which passages, with many others of the like importance that occur, do imply the large extent of
God's merciful intentions, and the competency of
the means which God affords for the salvation of
men; that he wants no affection or inclination to
save them; that he neglects no means proper for
effecting it; that he draws them into the way leading thither by serious and earnest invitation, directs
them by needful light and instruction, excites them
by powerful arguments and persuasions; and, as
St Ambrose speaketh. Quod in Deo fuit, ostendit
omnibus, quod omnes voluit liberare: God shewed
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to all, that what was in him, he did will to deliver,

SEEM.
LVIlI

(or save) all men^: whence he may truly and pro'perly be called the Benefactor and Saviour, even
of those, who by their wilful malice or neglect do
not obtain salvation" For in respect to the same
favours, which are exhibited and tendered to them,
he is the Saviour of those, who by hearkening to
God's call, and complying with God's design; by
well using the means vouchsafed, and performing
the conditions required, do finally attain salvation.
If it be said that these transactions do refer
only to God's own people, or to those only, unto
whom God pleased to dispense especial revelations
of truth and overtures of mercy; that we therefore
cannot thence infer anything concerning the general
extent of God's design, or the virtue of Christ's
performances in respect to all mankind; we may
to this suggestion rejoin, that by observing the
manner of God's proceedings toward them, unto
whom he openly declareth his mind and will, we
may reasonably collect how he standeth affected
toward others, and by what rules, or upon what
accounts, he dealeth with them; taking in the analogy of reason, and parity or disparity of the case.
As to God's affection, it is the same everywhere,
agreeable to that nature, which inclineth him to be
good to all, and merciful over all his creatures, as Ps. cxiv.9.
the Psalmist tells us; unto which disposition his
providence yields attestation; for, OVK dp.dpTvpov
eavTov dcpfJKev, dyaOoTroiwv, He

did

not leave

himself

•^c'^^ xiv.
17-

" De Parad. cap. viii. [Opp. Tom. i. col. 161 c ]
AnoXoyovpevos peTa aTTobei^eav OTI ndvia Ta els avTov.rjKOVTO em
a-a>TTjpia Tav Kpivopevav TrenoirjKev.—Bas. in P s . vii. [ O p p . T o m . I.

p. 101 E.J
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SEEM, without testimony, doing good to all, as St Paul tells
'- us; although he doth not dispense his favours in
the same method, or discover his meaning by the
same light, or call all men to him with the same
voice and language.
Neither was mankind ever left destitute of that
Divine grace, which, as the good writer de Vocatione Gentium saith, never denied itself to any ages,
with the same virtue, in different measure, with an
unchangeable counsel, and multiform operation^
So in one place; and in another. There was cdways,
saith he, dispensed to all men a certain measure
of instruction from above, which, although it came
from a more occult and sparing grace, did yet
suffice to some for remedy, to all for testimony'^.
Comparing the different states of men, we may
Eom. ii. substitute with St Paul, for the law of revelation
engraved upon tables, the law of nature written
in men's hearts; for prophetical instructions, the
dictates of reason; for audible admonitions and
reproofs, secret whispers of grace and checks ot
conscience; for extraordinary instances of divine
i. 19,20. power, the ordinary works of the creation, (By
which God's eternal divinity and power are discernible-) for the special and occasional influences of
Acts xiv. Providence, the common and continual expressions
17P Gratia Dei nullis seculis se negavit, virtute una, quantitate
diversa, concilio incommutabili, opere multiformi.—11. 5. [inter
Prosp. Opp. col. 892 c ]
•^Adhibita est semper universis hominibus qua?dam superna;
mensura doctrinaj, quas etsi parcioris occultiorisque gratia; fuit,
sufficit tamen, sicut Dominus judicavit, quibusdam .id remediuin,
omnibus ad testimonium.—11. 15. [Ibid. col. 901 E.]
Nulli nationi hominum bonitatis suae dona subtraxit, ut propheticas voces ot prajcepta legalia convincorentur in olomentoruni
obseqiiiis ac testimoniis accepisso.—i. 5. [Ibid. col. 851 D.]
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of divine beneficence; then allowing for the disparity |EEM.
(as to measure of evidence and efficacy) m these
things, and as to the rest, the case is the same. If
one part hath means more clear and forcible, yet
those which are granted to the other are not void
of use or virtue; by them all men in all places
may seek God, If haply they may feel after him Acts xvii.
and find him; yea may, as St Paul implieth, boR^om.i.is,
able to know God, and induced to serve him; ioZ\l^^:
thank him, and to glorify him in some measure;
in a measure answerable to such light and strength;
no more doth God require, for no more will he
reckon with them. If their helps be deemed more
low and scanty, their duty in proportion is less
high, and their account will be more easy. Enough
certainly they have to excuse God from misprision
of not having provided competently for them, to
render them, if they do not well use and improve i. 20.
it, inexcusable; and what they have is an effect of
God's mercy procured and purchased by their
Saviour. But of this point we may have occasion
afterward to say more; I shall now only add, that
this suggestion, well considered, may afford another
argument to confirm our doctrine; which is this.
10 If our Lord be the Saviour of all those
to whom God's truth is declared, and his mercy
offered; or, if he be the Saviour of all the members of the visible church; particularly if he be the
Saviour of those, who among these, rejecting the
overtures and means of grace, or by disobedience
abusing them, shall in the event fail of being saved,
then is be the Saviour of all men. But our Lord
IS the Saviour of those persons; and therefore he
is the Saviour of all men. The assumption we

298

The Doctrine of Universal Redemption

SEEM, assayed to shew in the last argument; and many
express testimonies of Scripture before mentioned
establish it; the common style of Scripture doth
imply it, when in the apostolical writings to all the
visibly faithful indifferently the relation to Christ
as their Saviour is assigned, an interest in all his
saving performances is supposed, the title oiawXpixevoi
and aeawafxevoi (with others equivalent, of justified,
sanctified, regenerated, quickened, &c.) are attributed. And in our text God is said to be The
Saviour chiefly TnaTwv, of the faithful; which word
in its common acception denotes all visible members of the Christian communion. And for its
confirmation we adjoin; the Apostles at first, and
the Church ever since after them (except some
heterodox people of late) have professed readily to
confer holy baptism, and therein to dispense remission of sins, together with other evangelical
graces and privileges, to every man professing his
faith in Christ, and resolution to observe Christ's
law, upon this supposition, that Christ is the
Saviour of all such persons, and by his salutaiy
passion hath purchased that remission for them;
although the dispensers of these graces could not
discern what decrees God in his secret providence
had passed upon them, or what the event should
be as to their final state; yea, although according
to the judgment of prudence they could not but
conceive, that all such should not be saved, but
Heb. X. 39. that many of them should be of those. Who (as
the Apostle to the Hebrews speaketh) would draw
2 Pet. i. 9. back unto perdition, who (as St Peter implies some
might and would do) would forget the purgation
which they had received of their sins. That in thus
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doing the Church proceeds upon a persuasion, that ^™^Christ is truly the Saviour of all its visible mem
hers, duly admitted and incorporated thereinto, the
thing itself plainly signifies; the tenor of its practice
makes palpable; the forms of speech used in its holy
administrations (of prayers, of sacraments, of exhortations) do suppose or express. For how can each
member singly be asserted in holy baptism to be
washed from his sins, and sanctified to God, and made
regenerate or adopted into the number of God's
children, and made partaker of Christ's death ? How
can thanksgiving in the common name, in most
general terms, be offered up for Christ's saving
performances? or the holy bread and cup be imparted to each communicant as symbols and pledges
of Christ's charity and mercy tow^ard him? How
can every Christian be instigated to obedience in
gratitude to Christ; and those who transgress
Christ's laws, upbraided for their ingratitude toward him; their rejecting, or renouncing, despising,
or abusing him and his salvation? How can such
things be said and done with any truth or consistency ; yea without forgery and mockery, if every
baptized Christian hath not an interest in our
Lord's performances; if Christ be the Saviour only
of an uncertain and unknown part in the Church ?
This consideration of the Church's practice hath
made even the most vehement assertors of St
Austin's doctrine, (strained to the highest pitch,)
in tlie more ancient and modest times, fully to
acknowledge this position; that Christ is the Bedeemer of every member of the visible church, as
appears by this remarkable decree of the Council
of Valentia in France, (consisting of the bishops Amio 855.
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SEEM, of three provinces, favourers of Godschalcus's opinions.) We also do believe it most firmly to be
held, that all the multitude of the faithful, being regenerated by water and the Holy Spirit, and hereby
truly incorporated into the Church, and according
to the apostoliccd doctrine baptized into the death of
Christ, is by his blood washed from their sins'.
Because there could be no true regeneration, unless
there were made also a true redemption; since in
the sacraments of the Church there is nothing empty,
(or vain,) nothing ludificatory; but all thoroughly
true, and supported by its own very truth and sincerity Yet that out of the very company of believers and the redeemed, some are eternally saved,
because by God's grace they faithfully abide in
their redemption, bearing the Lord's speech in their
Matt.x.22. hearts. He that perseveres to the end shall be saved;
and that others, because they would not abide in
the salvation of the faith which they at first received, and did rather choose to frustrate the grace
of redemption by evil doctrine or life, than to keep
it, do nowise arrive to the plenitude of salvation,
and to the perception of eternal beatitude. It is
then a Catholic and true doctrine, that at least
Christ is a Saviour of all appearing Christians;
and supposing the truth thereof, I say that by consequence he is also the Saviour of all men. For it
appeareth thence, that the design of our Saviour's
performances did not flow from, or was not grounded
' [Item firmissime tenendum credimus, quod omnis multitudo
fidelium, ex aqua et Spiritu Sancto regenerata, ac per hoc veraciter
Ecclesife incorporata, et juxta doctrinam Apostolicam in morto
Christi baptizata, in ejus sanguine sit a peccatis suis abluta.—
Concil. Valent. sub P . Leone iv. cap. v. apud Bin. Concil. Tom.
VI. p. 461, c. 2 F.J
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upon any special love, or any absolute decree concorning those persons who in event shall be saved;
since according to that supposition it extendeth to
many others; wherefore it proceeded from God's
natural goodness, and common kind affection toward mankind; from the compassion of a gracious
Creator toward his miserable creature, whence all
men are concerned and interested therein. Why
God's merciful intentions were not explicitly declared and propounded to Socrates and Epictetus,
as they were to Judas Iscariot and Simon Magus,
is another question, which w^e may afterward in
some manner assoil; at present, it suffices to say,
that the overture of mercy made to such wretches
doth argue God's kind disposition and good intention toward all men; so it did in St Ambrose's'
opinion; who says, that our Lord ought not to pass
by the man who should betray him, that all men
might take notice, that in the choice even of his
traitor he did hold forth a pledge or mark of all
men's being to be saved.
But the truth of this doctrine will further appear by the declaration and surveyal of those respects according to which Christ is represented the
Saviour of men, as also by considering how useful
and conducible to piety this doctrine is, as ministering grounds and obligations, encouragements
and motives, to the practice of most considerable
duties required from all men. But these things
must be reserved to another occasion.
^ Et ideo nee proditurum debuit prseterire; ut adverteront omnes,
quod in electione etiam proditoris sui servandorum omnium insigno
pratondit.—Ambr. de Parad. cap. viii. [Opp. Tom. i. col. 161 B.J

SEEM.
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SERMON LIX.
THE DOCTRINE OF UNIVERSAL REDEMPTION
ASSERTED AND EXPLAINED.

I

TIM.

IV

ID.

The living God; who is the Saviour of all men,
specially of those that believe.
SEEM.
LIX.

T

H A T our Lord Jesus is the Saviour of all men,
we have before from plain testimonies of Holy
Scripture, and from some arguments grounded
thereon, assayed to shew. The same will be made
further apparent by considering the respects according to which he is such; and those we may
first consider generally and in the gross, then survey them more particularly and distinctly.
I n general we may say, that our Lord is the
Saviour of all men, for that he hath rendered all
men salvahiles, capable of salvation; and salvandos,
designed to salvation. For that he hath removed
all obstacles peremptorily debarring men from
access to salvation, and hath procured competent
furtherances to their attainment of it. For that he
hath rescued mankind out of that dead and despejohnvi.33. rate condition, wherein it lay involved; being The
bread of God, who hath descended from heaven,
that he m,ight give life to the world, as he saith of
himself. For that he hath performed whatever on
his part is necessary or fit in order to salvation,
antecedently to the acceptance and compliance with
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those reasonable conditions, which by God's wisdom SEEM.
are required toward the instating men into a full
1and immediate right to salvation, or to a complete
and actual fruition thereof H e made the way to Luke iii. s;
happiness plain and passable; levelling the insuperable cliffs, and filling up the chasms, and rectifying the obliquities, and smoothing the asperities
thereof, as the Prophet foretold; so that all men,
who would, might conveniently walk therein. H e iv. is.
set the doors of paradise wide open, so that who
pleased might enter in; all the bonds and restraints
under which men lay, he so far loosed, that any
man might be free, who would concur to his own
liberty and enlargement* All the protection, aid,
and encouragement which was needful toward
obtaining salvation, he afforded and exhibited to
every one that would embrace and make use of
them. In respect to which performances he might
be justly esteemed and truly called a Saviour,
although all men do not in effect become saved.
For the estimation and denomination of performances are to be grounded upon their own nature
and design, not upon events depending upon the
contingent and arbitrary behaviour of men. As
he that freely offers a rich boon is no less to be
accounted a benefactor and liberal, although his
gift be refused, than if it were accepted; as he that
opens the prison is to be styled a deliverer, although
the captive will not go forth; as he that ministers
an effectual remedy, although the patient will not
use it, deserves the honour and thanks due to a
physician; so is our Lord in regard to what he
Hyrj a m KaTapas evXoyrjTai, 6 Trapdbeiaos i^voiyri,&iC.

in Pass. [?J

Athan.
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SEEM, hath performed for men, and offered to them, (beJ^^^' ing sufficient to prevent their misery, and promote
their happiness,) to be worthily deemed, and thankfully acknowledged, their Saviour, although not all
men, yea although not one man should receive the
designed benefit. Accordingly we may observe,
that in the Scripture style, those persons are said
to be saved, who are only in a way toward salva1 Cor.i.i8. tion", although they do not arrive thither; and the
Eet'xxi\^'means conducing to salvation are said to save.
Eh ii although their effect may be defeated; aw'^opevoi
and aeawG/xevoi are terms applied to all Christians,
and Christ is o au,<ja^, he that hath saved them;
2 Tim. i. 9. and faith is said to have saved them, although
Tit. iii. 8.' some of them elKti eTria-Tevaav, have believed in vain,
^^ et. 111. ^^ ^^ ^^ effect, forsaking and renouncing their
^•^®*"-^^'faith; and baptism saves them who partake it,
although being washed, they return to their wallowing in the mire. A n d as our Lord is so
termed a Saviour in respect to them, who are, by
faith and admission into the Church, put into a
more near capacity of salvation, as St Paul speakEom. xiii. e t h : 'KyyvTepov

rjiutov rj crwTrjpla, r] oTe eTricjTcvaanev,

[Now is our salvation nearer than when ive believed;) so is he in respect of all those, who are
in any capacity thereof, although a more remote
one.
But let us now view more nearly and distinctly
the respects in which he is a Saviour of all men, or
the particular benefits and advantages conducing
to salvation, which by his performances accrue to
m a n k i n d ; for, Wdp.iToXv T^V (xwrr/piav d-n-dar] xa/ot^eraj

Ttj dvOpwiroTtjTi, In very many ways he bestoweth
KarayyeXXovcriv

obov aaiTrjplas. — Acts xvi. 1".
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salvation upon all mankind, as Clemens Alexan- SEEM.
drinus speaks''
I Our Lord is the Saviour of all men, as having
effected, that Almighty God (who upon great provocations was justly displeased and angry with
man, who had averted his face, and withdrawn his
favour from mankind, whom our apostasy and rebelhon had rendered a stranger and an enemy to
us) hath deposed his wrath toward mankind, hath
conceived a kind affection to it, doth cast a favourable aspect upon it; being thoroughly reconciled
and made a friend thereto by our Saviour's mediation. This is my beloved Son, ev w ev^oKfjaa, in Matt. iii.
whom I have been well pleased, was the attestation ''' ^'^''
given from God to our Lord; the meaning whereof
in regard to men the holy choir of angels did interpret, when after the gladsome report of his birth,
(that (jrreat joy, which should be to all people,) they
sang, Gloiy he to God on high, on earth peace,'Luke a. lo,
good-will toward men. Which St Paul further ''^'
declareth, when he saith, that By hvm God pleased, Coi. i. 20.
eii^oKrjae, to reconcile unto himself all things, upon Eph. i. 10.
earth, and in heaven: and when he saith, That •^Cov.v.ig.
God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their sins: and. When we were Eom. v. 10.
enemies, saith he again, we were reconciled to God
by the death of his Son: When we were enemies,
that implies God antecedently to any man's conversion to have been appeased, and become favourably disposed toward all men, or toward those
whom St Paul speaketh unto, as men; so the
reason of the case doth import, and so the analogy
which St Paul immediately after propounds between
" [Pfedag. Lib. i. cap. xi. Opp. Tom. i. p. 155.J
B. S. VOL. IV
20
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SEEM, the results of Adam's transgression and our Sa^ v i o u r ' s obedience (as to provocation and reconcihation, to condemnation and absolution, to the
intents of bringing death and hfe upon all men)
doth enforce. Whence it is, that God declareth
himself now to bear an universal good-wiU to
mankind, that he doth earnestly desire the welfare
of all men, and is displeased with the ruin of any
1 Tim..ii.4. man; that He would have all men to he saved, and
2 Pet. iii. 9. to come to the knowledge of the truth, because There
^^eb.vi.i , ^^ ^^g Mediator between God and man; That he
would not have any perish, but that all should come
to repentance; this he affirms, yea (for the confirmation of our faith and our consolation therein)
Ezek.
he in the evangelical Prophet swears it. As I live,
saith the Lord, I have no pleasure in the death of
the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way
and live. So far toward our salvation is done, God
meets us half way; he is reconciled unto us, it remains only that we be reconciled to him; that we
2Cor.V.20. hearken to the embassy from him: Be reconciled
to God.
1 Jesus is the Saviour of all men, by satisfymg
the divine justice, and repairing God's honour iu
their behalf. The disloyal and ingrateful behaviour
of man had so wronged, so endamaged, so dishonoured. God, (had so abused the goodness, disparaged the wisdom, slighted the power, impeached
and slurred the authority of his Creator, had so
prejudiced all the rights and interests of God,)
that by the divine wisdom it was thought fit, that
he should not be restored into a capacity of mercy
and favour, without a signal compensation made,
and an exemplary punishment undergone, wherel)y
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the right of God should conspicuously be asserted, SEEM.
his love of goodness and dislike of wickedness
-^—
should be remarkably demonstrated, and every
creature in heaven and earth should be solemnly
admonished of its duty^; of the reverence and
obedience it owes to the great Creator, of the
heinous guilt and horrible mischief it incurs by
offending him. Such a compensation man was
nowise able to make, or fit to undergo such a
punishment: our Saviour therefore, out of infinite
pity and charity, did undertake both^; by voluntary condescension putting himself into the low and
weak state of man; subjecting himself unto that
law which man was obliged unto, and suffering
the pains which man had deserved. This he was
pleased to do in man's behalf, and in our stead;
and God was pleased to accept it as so done. His
incarnation (or exinanition of himself, as St Paul Phil. ii. 7.
calleth it) was an act of that high duty and goodness', that it in virtue surpassed all the obedience
which all creatures were able to render; that it
yielded God more satisfaction and more honour
than the joint endeavours of all the world could
confer. His, with so intense charity and cheerfulness, fulfilling all righteousness did far more please
Aomov be ol dvdpcoTroi ovKeTi KaTa TO 'ibia nddrj pevovcriv dpapTmXol
Kat veKpoi aXXa Kara Trjv TOV Xoyov bvvapiv dvacTTavTes, dddvaToi Kal

a(f)dapToi del biapevovaiv.—Athan. con. Arian. Orat. iix. [Opp, Tom.
I. p. 583 B.J
" ToTf ydp Kal 6dvaT0S ^<f)avi(eTO, Kal Kardpa eXvcTO, Kal baipoves
KaT7](TxvvovTO Kal ebeiypaTiiovTO Opiap^evdpevoi, Kal TO x^i-pdypcKpov TWV
apapTiav TM arravpa nrpoa-rjXovTo. &c.
Chrys. in Joh. i. 14. [Opp.

Tom. II. p. 602.J
H yap evcrapKos irapovcrla TOV (raTrjpos GavaTov XvTpov Kal KTiaeas

nddrjs (jwTripia yeyovev—Athan. ad Adelph. Ep. [Opp. Tom. i. p.
916 B.J

20-
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SEEM. God, than all our most exact obedience could have
IIX.

—^—'— done*';
his enduring
bitter
pains
and person,
disgraces
(considering
the infinite
dignity
of his
his
near relation and dearness to God, his perfect innocence and rectitude, yea his immense charity,
contentedness, and patience) more than countervailed the punishment due to the sins of all men.
Such a payment was more than served to discharge
Eph. V. 2. all our debts, (it served to purchase an overplus of
graces and blessings;) so rich a price was more
Heb. x. lo; than Sufficient to ransom all the world from capix. 12.

.

.

..

tivity; so goodly, so pure, so sweet, so precious a
sacrifice might worthily expiate and atone all the
I Pet. i. 19. guilts of men''
Now if we inquire what our Saviour did redeem, the consideration of what he paid may, as
St Austin tells, help to inform us; Quceritis quid
emerit? Videte quid dederit, et invenite quid emeritK
Do ye seek, saith he, what he bought ? See what he
gave, and find what he bought. However, that as
the value and sufficiency of our Lord's performances,
so the design and effect thereof did reach so far in
regard to man; that his charity was no less extensive than his performance was complete for our
John i. 29; good, the Holy Scripture teaches us. For, He is
the Lamb of God that taketh away the sins of the
VI. 5 1 .
world, saith the Baptist: and, The bread, saith he,
8 Vid. Orat. Cyrill. Alex, in Ephes. Cone. [AtraKacrij TTJV dvOpairov
<}>vinv ev eavTW, Kal TWV TOV Oavdrov bea-pcov e^eXKerai, (pvXXois dvapapTr]<rias crTe(f)avovpevos napa TOV Qeov Kal TraTpos.—apud
B i n . Conc.

Tom. II. p. 133 F.J
Ml) Bavpda-rjs el Koa-pos oXos eXvTpdSrj' ov ydp rjv dvdpconos •^iXos,
dXX' vids Qeov povoyevr/s, 6 v7repa7ro6vi](TKa)V,8iC.— C y r i l l . H i e r . Catech.

XIII. [Opp. p . 183 A.J

' In Ps. xcv. [Opp. Tom. iv. col. 10S5 n.J
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which I give is my flesh, which I will give for the ^ ^ E ^ .
life of the world: and. He is a propitiation, saith
-—
St John, for our sins; and not only for our sins, '
but for the sins of the whole world: and. He is the i Tim. ii.
Mediator of God and man, who gave himself (dvTiXvTpov Virep -jrdvTwv) a ransom, in the stead, andybr
all men, saith St Paul: and. He tasted, death for Heb. ii. 9.
every one, saith the author to the Hebrews: and.
He was that one man, who, as it was expedient, johnxi.5o;
did die for the whole nation of men: and, God was UL"!?.'^'
in him, reconciling the world to himself, not imput- 2Cor.v.i9.
ing their sins: and, He came into the world, not to John iii.
condemn the world, but that the world might by him
be saved, (or freed from condemnation): and, ^^Eom.v.iS;
by the offence of one man judgment came upon all
men to condemnation, so by the righteousness of one,
mercy cam,e upon all to justification of life. The
end we see of our Saviour's performances was,
that he might wipe off the guilt of sin from all
mankind, that he might reverse the condemnation
passed thereupon, and that he might remove the
punishment due thereto; or that, absolving the
first man's sin, he might take it away from the
whole race, as St Athanasius'' speaks.
All men have sinned, and come short (or areii'-^s, ^4destitute) of the glory of God; being justified freely
by his grace, by the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus. Christ hath redeemed usfrom the curse 0fG3.Uu.1y,
the law, being made a curse for us. He was horn '^' ^'
under the law, that he might redeem those which
ivere under the law. He that knew no sin was ^ ^or. v.
made sin, (was punished and dealt with as a 2 1 .
^ "Iva eKcivov Xicov TTJV dpapnav,

a770 navTos avTrjv aprj ro5

—Athan. in Pass. [Opp. Tom. ii. p. 90 c.J

yevovs.
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SEEM, sinner,) that we might he made the righteousness of
God in him, (that we might be capable of being
esteemed and dealt with as righteous by God upon
his account.) So that the result is, divine justice
being fully satisfied, and the honour of God fiiUy
repaired, (in regard to all sins past and future,)
the mouth of vengeance being stopped, the claims
of death and hell being evacuated, that general
sentence of condemnation (passed upon all the sons
of Adam) is suspended, death ceases to reign by
any just power, or inevitable necessity; (it is as
2Tim.i.io. St Paul saith, abolished or abrogated as to any
Gal.m. 10, jg^.^fjjj right, or nocossary force it hath; the rigour
Eom.x.5. Q^^ severity of that law, which upon pain of death
exacteth most punctual obedience, (and which consequently doth expose all men to unavoidable condemnation,) is tempered and abated, a foundation
is laid for the shewing mercy, and granting pardon.
I n respect whereto,
3 Our Lord is the Saviour of all men, as having
in the behalf of mankind transacted and ratified a
new covenant, very necessary for, and very conducible to, the salvation of mankind; whereby
salvation is made attainable, and is really tendered
unto all, upon feasible and equal conditions. According to the purport whereof, upon any man
(however stained or loaded with the guilt of most
heinous transgressions) his embracing the overtures
thereof, consenting to, and complying with the
terms propounded therein, that is, sincerely believing, and seriously repenting; returning to God
with hearty desires and earnest resolutions to serve
him; God is ready to dispense mercy and pardon,
and immediately receiveth the person into grace
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and favour with him; yea, the man continuing to SEEM.
perform a faithfiil, though imperfect obedience, an
'—
obedience suitable to man's natural infirmity and
frailty, and proportionable to the assistances afforded him, God further promiseth to bestow inestimable blessings and rewards of joy and happiness.
That covenant which the prophets imphed of old,
when (beside and beyond what the Jewish law did
import) they preached thus: Wash you, make you isai- i-16;
clean, put away the evil of your doings, cease to do
evil—though your sins be as scarlet, they shall he i iS;
as white as snow; though they be red as crimson, iv. 7.
they shall be as wool: and. Let the ivicked man Ezek.xviii.
forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his ^^'
thoughts, and let him return unto the Lord, and
he will have mercy upon him, and to our God, for
he will abundantly pardon: and. If the wicked
man will turn from all his sins that he hath committed, and keep all my statutes, and do that which
is lawful and right, he shall surely live, he shall not
die, (so God in Isaiah and Ezekiel declareth his
intention to proceed with men, avowing that way
of his to be most equal and fair). This is that
covenant which our Lord commanded his Apostles
to declare and propound to all mankind; Go ye, Mark xvi.
said he to them, into the whole world, and preach '^'
the Gospel to every creature; that Gospel according
to which, as it is expressed in St Luke, Repentance Luke xxiv.
and remission of sins ought to he preached in his ^'^'
name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem; in
respect to which, St Peter says, that God hath
exalted our Lord to be a Prince and a Saviour, to ^°ts v. 31.
grant repentance to Israel, and remission of sins;
(to grant repentance, that is, as the Apostle to the
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SEEM. Hebrews and Clemens Romanus speak, /merai/ojas
LIX
Heb. xii.

•

TOTToi;, room
repentance,concerning
or capacitywhich
to receive
pardon
upon for
repentance);
covePhii.iv.3. nant that Clemens, (the fellow-labourer of St Paul,
and whom Clemens Alexandrinus' calleth an
apostle,) in that excellent, admirable, and almost
canonical Epistle to the Corinthians, which, as
Eusebius'" and Jerome" tell us, was anciently
publicly read in most churches, hath these remarkably full and clear expressions; Let us, saith he,
look steadfastly upon the blood of Christ, and let
us see how precious to God his blood is, which being
shed for our salvation, did bring the grace of repentance to the whole world. Let us attentively regard all ages, and observe that in every generation
the Lord granted place of repentance to them who
Heb.viii.6; would tum unto him° This is that new and better
covenant, established upon better promises, (cancelling all former, exceptionable, imperfect, and
ineffectual compacts, referring to man's interest and
duty,) about which the Apostle to the Hebrews
discourseth, and whereof he calleth our Lord the
Mediator and Sponsor; in regard to which St Paul
IX. 15;
xii. 24;
calleth him the Mediator between God and man;
17-

vii. 22.
2 Cor. iii. 6

' ['O aTToVroXos UXrjpris.—Strom. IV. 17. Opp. Tom. ii. p. 609.]
"" [TOVTOU br] ovv TOV KX'^pevTos opoXoyovpevr] pia eiruTToXr] (pepeToi,
peydXr] Te Kal Bavpaaia
TavTrjv be Kal ev TrXe/oraty eKKXTjcriats.—

Euseb. Hist. Eccl. 111. 16. Tom. i. p. 107 ]
" [Scripsit ex persona Romanse Ecclesia: ad Ecclesiam Corinthiorum valde utilem Epistolam, quse et in nonnullis locis publics
legitur.—Catal. Script. Eccies. cap. xv.Opp. Tom.iv.p.ii.col. 107.]
° 'ATevla-oDpev els r o aipa TOV Xpia-Tov, Kal "bojpev as ea-Ti Tipiov T<O
Bern aipa avTov, OTI bid Trjv ^peTepavcroiTrjpiav eKXvdev, TTOVTI TW Koffpa
peTavoias X^P^" ^i^V^y^^".
'ATevicrcopev els Tas yfi/fay irdvas Kai Karapddapev OTi ev yevea Kal yevea peTavoias TOTTOV ebwKev 6 becriTOTrjs Tois
^ovXopevois eTn(rTpa(f)fjvai err' avTov.—Clem,
a d C o r i n t h . E p . I. cap.

VII. [Cotel. Pat. Apost. Tom. i. p. 15O.J
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plainly declaring all men to have a concernment SEEM.
and interest therein; for this supposition he useth
'—
as an argument proving God's universal desire of
man's conversion and salvation: Who would Aaye 'T™-"• 4,
all men to be saved, and to come to the knowledge of
the truth. For there is one God, and one Mediator
between God and man, the man Christ Jesus'^ By
virtue of which covenant it is, that any such degrees of love or fear toward God, such as men
are capable of, are available, any righteous performances, such as our weakness can produce, are
acceptable, any honest endeavours do receive countenance and encouragement; and that, as St Peter
observed. In every nation he that feareth God, and Acts x. 35.
worketh righteousness, is accepted by him; although
his fear of God be not so intense or pure; his righteousness not so exact and unblameable, as, according to extremity of law and duty, they should be.
From which covenant so far is any man, according
to God's intention and desire, from being excluded,
that all men are seriously invited, vehemently
exhorted, earnestly entreated to enter into it, and
to partake the benefits exhibited thereby. Every
man who feeleth himself to want those benefits,
and is desirous of mercy and ease from the guilt
and burden of his sins, may come and welcome.
Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters; isai. iv. i.
so the evangelical Prophet proclaims: and, If any John vii.
man thirsteth, let him come to me and drink, crieth ilatt. xi.
our Lord; and. Come to me all ye that are weary ^^"
and heavy laden, and I will give you rest. AevTe
Quo dicto, ostenditur nullum hominem secundum naturam
csFo pollutum; sed sequaliter omnes ad Christi gratiam provocari.—
Hier. ad Aug. [Epist LXXIV. Opp. Tom. iv. p. ii. col. 620.]
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SEEM. Tra'i/res, Come all to me: all men therefore, saith
^^^' Origen, who from the nature of sin do labour and
are burdened, are called to that rest, which is with
2 Cor. V. the Word of God*^. And, In Christ's name, saith
St Paul, we are ambassadors, as though God by
us entreateth: we pray you for Christ's sake, he ye
reconciled to God; the purport of which embassy,
together with its extent, he otherwhere thus exActs xvii. p r e s s e t h ,

Tai/Di/ irapayyeXXei

TOI.^

avdpwiroi^

irdcji

7ravTa')(ov iieTavoelv, He now proclaimeth to all men
everywhere that they should repent; he consequently
holds forth to all the benefits annexed to repentance. But of this we spake formerly.
^ Our Lord Jesus is the Saviour of all men,
as having purchased and procured for them competent aids, whereby they are enabled to perform
the conditions required of them in order to their
salvation; to acquire a sufficient knowledge of their
duty, to subdue their bad inclinations and lusts,
to withstand temptations; or briefly, whereby they
are enabled sincerely to repent of their sins, and
acceptably to perform their due obedience. The
truth of this point, taking in the consideration of
man's natural state, may by good consequence be
inferred from the truths of the points foregoing.
Eph. ii. I. If men are naturally so dead in trespasses and sins',
Eom"vi'i^' SO ouslavod and sold under sin; so very prone to
Eph'^v 8 ^^^> ^^^ averse to good; so dark and blind, that
2Cor.iv.6. they cannot well discern what they should do; so
2Pet. 1.19,

&c.

''

r»

1, i

corrupt and weak, that they cannot perform what
*^ HdvTes ovv avBpamoi, bid TTJV TTJS dpapTias (jivaiv KoniSiVTes KOI
7re(j)OpTicrpevoi, KaXovvTai eTrl TTJV napd TS Xdyco Toii Qeov dvdiravcriv.—
Grig, in Cels. Lib. in. [p. 160.J
'' 'O em Ta alaxpd oXiados avTo(f>vovs dtrdeveias epyov.—Max. Tyr.

Diss. xxii. [Diss, xxxviii. p. 453. ed. Davis.]
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they know and confess to be good, (as St Paul
affirmeth men to be,) and consequently are of them
selves indisposed to perform the duties acceptable
to God', and requisite by his appointment toward
their salvation, then, either our Lord hath provided
for them a communication of grace sufficient to
countervail or surmount that natural impotency, or
aU his designs for their good are imperfect or inconsistent, (aiming at an end, without providing
requisite means, or removing necessary obstructions,) and his performances, whereby the forementioned benefits were procured, do prove ineffectual and fruitless. For God being appeased,
and become well-affected to man's salvation, divine
justice being satisfied, the rigour of law being
mitigated, repentance being made available, and
an obedience, agreeable to man's frailty, becoming
acceptable, with all other the immediate results of
our Saviour's transactions for man, would signify
nothing in regard to him who still lieth under a
necessity of sinning, or an inability of performing
that which is indispensably exacted from him
toward a complete enjoyment of those benefits and
favours. In vain is the debt paid, and the bond
cancelled, and the prison set open, and liberty proclaimed, and the prisoner called forth, if he be not
himself able to knock off the fetters which detain
him, and there is no help afforded, by which he
may do it. But our Lord hath surely laid his designs more advisedly, and hath prosecuted his work
more perfectly. Wherefore we may suppose, that
° Si Deus non operatur in nobis, nulllus possumus participes
esse virtutis. Sine hoc quippe bono nihil est bonum, sine hac luce
nihil est lucidum, sine hac sapientia nihil sanum, sine hac justitia
nihil rectum.—De Voc. Gent. i. 8. [inter Prosp. Opp. col. 854 c.J

SEEAI.
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SEEM, a competency of grace and spiritual assistance is
"~— by virtue of our Saviour's performances really imparted to every man, qualifying him to do what
God requires, and is ready to accept from him in
order to his welfare; that our Saviour hath sent
abroad his Holy Spirit, (that fountain of all true
goodness, of all spiritual light, strength, and comfort,) like the sun, to shine, to warm, to dispense
benign influences over the world; although it
shineth not so brightly and vigorously, and its
presence is not so visible and sensible in one place
as another; which Holy Spirit, as it is in its
essence omnipresent, so it is likewise in its energy
incegsantly working (in reasonable measure, right
manner, and fit season, as wisdom ordereth) upon
the minds and affections of men, infusing good
thoughts and motions', impressing arguments and
motives to good practice, cherishing and promoting
good purposes, checking bad designs, restraining
and reclaiming from bad courses. Our reason,
however aided by exterior instruction and excitement, being unable to deal with those mighty temptations, oppositions, and discouragements we are to
encounter with, he hath given us a wise and powerful Spirit, to guide and advise us, to excite and
encourage us, to relieve and succour us in all our
religious practice and spiritual warfare. So that
all deliverance from the prevalency of temptation
and sin we owe to his grace and assistance. That
to these purposes the Holy Spirit is plentifully conferred upon all the visible members of the ChrisJoel V.- ^?- tian Church, we have plainly declared in Scripture;
Acts
' Tois ev PiovveTravTjprjpevoislaxvvTrpos

TrjvXonrrjv (TWTrjpiavepwve'i.—

Clem. Alex. [Opp Strom, vii. Tom. ii. p. 860.J
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it was a promise concerning the evangelical times, SEEM.
that God would pour forth his Spirit upon all
flesh;
^
the collation thereof is a main part of the evan- Jer- xxxi.
gehcal covenant, (into a participation of which Ezek. xi.
every Christian is admitted,) it being the finger of Heb. viii.
God, whereby God's law is impressed upon their 2Cor.iii.3.
inward parts, and engraven in their hearts, (as the
Prophets describe the effects of this covenant.)
And the end of our Saviour's passion is by St Paul
declared to be. That the blessing of Abraham might Gai. iii. 14.
come unto the Gentiles, through Jesus Christ, that we
might receive the promise of the Spirit by faith;
that is, that becoming Christians we might partake thereof And the apostolical ministry (that
is, preaching the Gospel, and dispensing the privileges thereof) is therefore styled, rj^iaKovia TOV irvev- 2 Cor.iii.s.
/uaros, The ministry of the Spirit. And the tasting Heb.vi,4,
of the heavenly gift, and partaking the Holy Ghost,
is, according to the Apostle to the Hebrews, part
of the character of a visible Christian, (such a
Christian who might Trapaireaelv, fall away, as he
supposeth, and recrucify the Lord, and expose him
to shame:) and St Peter makes reception of the
Holy Ghost to be a concomitant or consequent of
baptism; Repent, saith he, and be baptized every -^cts i. 38,
one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the
Holy Ghost; for the promise (or that promise of the
Spirit, which is called the Spirit of promise peculiar Eph. i. 13.
to the Gospel) is unto you, and to your children,
and to all that are afar off, even as many as the
Lord our God shall call: (that is, the Holy Spirit
IS promised to all, how far distant soever in time or
place, who shall be invited unto, and shall embrace
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SEEM. Christianity;) and accordingly, St Paul saith of
!_ Christians, that God according to his mercy hath
'^^^' "'• ^' saved us, by the laver of regeneration, and renewing
I Cor. iii. of the Holy Ghost: and. Know ye not, saith he to
the Corinthians, that ye are the temple of God; and
that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? (that is, do
ye not understand this to be a common property
and privilege of Christians, such as ye profess yourselves to be?) And the union of all Christians
Eph.iv.4. into one body doth, according to St Paul, result
from this one Spirit, as a common soul imparted
to them all, inanimating and actuating the whole
I Cor. xii. body, and every member thereof: for. By one
'^"
Spirit we are all baptized into one body, whether
Jews or Gentiles, whether bond or jree, and have
been all made to drink of one Spirit. And it hath
been the doctrine constantly with general consent
delivered in and by the Catholic Church, that to
all persons, by the holy mystery of baptism duly
initiated into Christianity, and admitted into the
communion of Christ's body, the grace of the Holy
Spirit is communicated, enabling them to perform
the conditions of piety and virtue which they undertake; and continually watching over them for
Eph.iv.30. accomphshment of those purposes; which Spirit
I or. xu. .^jj^gy. Q^Q admonished not to resist, to abuse, to
Piiii-.ii-12, grieve, to quench; but to use it well, and improve
its grace to the working out their salvation. Thus
much concerning the result of our Saviour's performances, in this kind, in respect to the community of Christians, we learn from the Holy Scripture
and ecclesiastical tradition interpreting it; whence
we may discern, that the communications of grace
do not always flow from any special love or absolute
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decree concerning men, but do commonly proceed SEEM.
from the general kindness and mercy of God,
—
by our Lord procured for mankind; and consequently we may thence collect, that somewhat of
this nature is to the same purpose, from the same
source, and upon the same account, also granted
and dispensed to others. Unto Christians, indeed,
this great benefit (for the reward, the encouragement, the support of their faith; and for promoting
their obedience, who are in a nearer capacity and
more immediate tendency to salvation) is in a more
plentiful measure, and a more conspicuous manner
dispensed; but that, besides that dispensation,
there have been other (not so plainly signified, or
expressly promised, yet really imparted) communications of grace, in virtue of our Saviour's merits,
there are (beside the main reason alleged, inferring Eph. ii. 8.
it from our Lord's being the Saviour of all men) Luke^xxiv.
divers good inducements to believe. For even ||;^^ ^^
those Christians, to whom upon their faith the V^.

.

.

.

J o h n XVI.

Holy Spirit is promised and bestowed, are by pre-1^.
vious operations of God's grace (opening their 3.
minds, inclining their heart, and tempering their
affections) induced to embrace Christianity, faith
itself being a gift of God, and a fruit of the Holy
Spirit. And before our Saviour's coming all good
men have thereby been instructed and enabled to
do well. And before any special revelation made,
or any particular covenant enacted, (before the
enclosure of a particular people or Church, the
confinement of God's extraordinary presence and
providence to one place,) divine grace appears
diffused over several nations, being watchful in
guiding and moving men to good, and withdrawing
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SEEM, them from evil; neither is there reason why such
LIX

—__l_an appropriation of special graces and blessings
(upon special reasons) unto some should be conceived to limit or contract God's general favour, or
to withdraw his ordinary graces from others" God
Eph. ii.4, surely [Who is trXovaio^ ev eXeei, rich in mercy; yea,
h a t h TOV v7repj3dXXovTa

TIXOVTOV TYJ^

yapiTo^,

excessive

riches of grace) is not so poor or parsimonious, that
being hberal to some should render him sparing
toward others''; his grace is not like the sea, which
if it overflow upon one shore, must therefore retire
from another; if it grow deep in one place, must
Mic. ii. 7. become shallower in another. Is the Spirit of the
Isai. 1.2; Lord straitened? it is a question in IVIicah; and, Is
lix. I.

'

my hand shortened at all, that it cannot redeem? is
another question in Isaiah: No : The Lord's hand
is not shortened, that it cannot save; nor his ear
heavy, that it cannot hear; at any time, in any
place, he is no less able, no less ready than he ever
was, to afford help to his poor creatures wherever
it is needful or opportune. A s there was of old an
Gen.xx. 3; Abimelech among the Philistines, whom God by
special warning deterred from commission of sin; a
divine IMelchisedec among the Canaanites; a disExod.xviii. creet and honest Jethro in IMidian; a very religious
" Ex quo perspicuum fit, natui'a omnibus Dei inesse notitiam,
nee quemquam sine Christo nasci, et non habere semina in so sapientise, et justitise, reliquarumque virtutum. Undo multi absque
fide et evangelio Christi, vel sapienter faciunt aliqua, vel sancte; &c.
—Hier in Galat. i. [Opp. Tom. iv. p. i, col. 233.]
" Secundum scripturam credimus et piissime confitemur, quod
nunquam universitati hominum divinse providentise cura defuerit.
Quaj licet exceptum sibi populum specialibus ad pietatem direxorit institutis, nulli tamen nationi hominum bonitatis sua) dona
subtraxit, &c.—De Vocat. Gent. i. 5. [inter Prosp. Opp. col.
851 D.]
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and virtuous Job in Arabia; who by complying ^^f^with God's grace, did evidence the communication
'thereof in several nations; so it is not unreasonable
to suppose the hke cause now, although we cannot
by like attestation certify concerning the particular
effects thereof We may at least discern and shew
very conspicuous footsteps of divine grace, working
in part, and producing no despicable fruits of moral
virtue, (of justice and honesty, temperance and
sobriety, benignity and bounty, courage and constancy in worthy enterprises, meekness, patience,
modesty, prudence, and discretion, yea, of piety
and devotion in some manner,) even among pagans y, which if we do not allow to have been in all
respects so complete, as to instate the persons endued with them, or practisers of them, in God's
favour, or to bring them to salvation''; yet those
qualities and actions (in degree, or in matter at
least, so good and so conformable to God's law) we
can hardly deny to have been the gifts of God,
and the effects of divine grace; they at least themselves acknowledged so much; for. Nulla sine Deo
mens bona est. No mind is good without God, said
Seneca**; a n d , Qe'ia luoipa: rj/ixiv CpaiveTai

Tvapaytyiofievri

>;" dpeTi], oh TTapayiveTai, Virtue appears to proceed
^ Kad' eavTrjv ebiKaiov noTe Kal ij (ptXoaocfiia

Toiis

"EXXrjvas.—

Clem. Alex. [Strom, i. Opp. Tom. i. p. 377.]
Quaidam tamen facta vel legimus, vel novimus, vel audimus,
quBB secundum justitise regulam non solum vituperare non possumus, sed etiam merito rectequo laudamus.—Aug. de Spir. et
Lit. cap. XXVII. [Opp. Tom. x. col. I l l B.]
Mortalem vitam honestare possunt, seternam conferre non
possunt.—Prosper con. Collat. [cap. xii. Opp. col. 337 D.J
" Sen. Ep. Lxxiii. [14.J
Nemo vir magnus sine aliquo afflatu divino unquam fuit.—
Cic. de Nat. Deorum, ii. [66. 167.]
B. S. VOL. IV
21
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SEEM, from a divine dispensation to them who partake of it,
said Socrates'": and, Ai ^e dpicxTai ^l^vx^iji <pvaei^, d/xcpia(irjTi^atfiot ev fxedopic}. Trj^ aKpa^ dpeTtj^ Trpos Tr/v ea-xdrrjv
fxoydrjplav KaOwpfxicTfievai, SeovTai ^vvaywviaTov

Qeov KQI

^vXXrjTTTopos T^s eVt OcLTepa TU Kpe'iTTw poTrfj^ Kal X"/oa-

y toy Las; The best natured souls being constituted in
the middle, between the highest virtue and extreme
wickedness, do need God to be their succourer and assistant in the inclining and leading them to the better
side; saith ]Maximus Tyrius*^ St Austin himself,
who seems the least favourable in his judgment ** concerning their actions and state, who calls their virtues but images and shadows of virtue, [nonveras,sed
verisimiles,) splendid sins; acknowledges those virtuous dispositions and deeds to be the gifts of God°,
to be laudable, to procure some reward, to avail so
far, that they, because of them, shall receive a more
tolerable and mild treatment from divine justice;
which things considered, such persons do at least,
by virtue of grace imparted to them, obtain some
part of salvation, or an imperfect kind of salvation,
which they owe to our Lord, and in regard whereto
he may be called in a sort their Saviour.
But although the torrent of natural pravity
hath prevailed so far, as that we cannot assign or
nominate any (among those who have lived out of
the pale) who certainly or probably have obtained
^ Plat. Menon [389 B.J
"- Diss. XXII. [Diss, xxxviii. p. 453, ed. Davis.]
^ Sed ad hoc eos in die judicii cogitationes sure defendent, ut
tolerabilius puniantur. Minus enim Fabricius quam Catilina punietur,&c.—nonverasvirtutes habendo,sed a veris virtutibus non plurimumdeviando.—Aug. [con. JuL Pelag. iv Opp. Tom. x. col. 598 A.B.J
® Ipsius namque corporis—si qua bona—non sunt nisi ex Deo
—quanto magis animi bona donare nullus alius potest.—Id. [Ep.
CXLV. Opp. Tom. II. col. 468 F.J
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salvation, yet doth it not follow thence, that a
•

I

mi

X

SEE^I.
LIX.

sufficient grace was wanting to them. Ihe most
universal practice contrary to the intents of grace
doth not evince a defect of grace ; for we see that
the same cause hath in a manner universally overborne and defeated other means and methods designed and dispensed by God for the instruction
and emendation of mankind.
God's Spirit did long strive with the inhabit- Gen. vi. sants of the old world: yet no more than one family ^o.
was bettered or saved thereby. God by his good
Spirit instructed the Israelites in the wilderness, Neh.ix.20.
as Nehemiah saith; yet no more than two persons
did get into Canaan: that people afterward had
afforded to them great advantages of knowledge
and excitements to piety, (so that God intimates,
that he could not have done more for them, in that isai. v. 4.
regard, than he had done.) Yet, There is none Ps. xiv.
that understandeth, or seeketh afier God, was a complaint in the best times. The pagans had the
means of knowing God, as St Paul affirmeth, yet,
generally, They grew vain in their imaginations,'Rom.i21.
and their foolish heart was darkened; from which
like cases and examples we may infer, that divine
grace might be really imparted, although no effect
correspondent to its main design were produced.
Neither, because we cannot allege any evident instances of persons converted or saved by virtue of
this grace, (this parcior occultiorque gratia, more
sparing and secret grace, as the good writer de Vocatione Gentium calls it*^,) are we forced to grant
[ Adhibita enim semper est universis hominibus qusedam
superna? mensura doctrinse, quse etsi parcioris occultiorisque
gratise fuit, sufficit tamen, sicut Dominus judicavit, quibusdam

21—2
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SEEM, there were none such; but as in Israel when Elias
said. The children of Israel have forsaken God's
xix. 14,18. covenant, thrown down his altars, and slain his prophets with the sword; and I, I only am left; there
were yet in Israel, living closely. Seven thousand
knees, who had not bowed to Baal: so among the
generations of men, commonly overgrown with ignorance and impiety, there might, for all that we can
know, be divers persons indiscernible to common
view, who, by complying with the influences of
God's grace, have obtained competently to know
God, and to reverence him; sincerely to love goodness, and hate wickedness; with an honest heart,
to observe the laws of reason and righteousness,
in such a manner and degree which God might
accept; so that the grace afforded might not only
sufficere omnibus in testimonium, [suffice to convince
all men,) but quibusdam in remedium, (to correct
and cure some,) as that writer de Vocatione Gentium speaks*. The consideration of God's nature
and providence doth serve further to persuade the
Ps. cxiv. 9. truth of this assertion. If God be rich in mercy
and bounty toward all his creatures, as such, (and
such he frequently asserts himself to be,) if he be
all-present and all-provident, as he certainly is, how
can we conceive him to stand as an unconcerned
spectator of what men do, in affairs of this consequence ? that he should be present beholding men
to run precipitantly into desperate mischiefs and
miscarriages, without offering to stay or obstnict
them; struggling with their vices and follies, withad remedium, omnibus ad testimonium.
Opp. col. 901 E.J
« Ibid.

Lib. 11. 15. inter Prosp.
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out affording them any rehef or furtherance; as- SEEM.
saulted by strong temptations, without yielding any
'-—
support or succour; panting after rest and ease,
without vouchsafing some guidance and assistance
toward the obtaining them ? How can he see men
invincibly erring and inevitably sinning, without
making good what the Psalmist says of him: Good Pa. xxv, 8.
and upright is the Lord, therefore will he teach sinners in the way; to withhold his grace in such
cases seemeth inconsistent with the kind and compassionate nature of God, especially such as now it
stands, being reconciled to mankind by the Media- iTim. ii.5.
tor of God and men, Christ Jesus. H e also, that
is so bountiful and indulgent toward all men in
regard to their bodies and temporal state; W7iO Ps. ciii. 4;
preserveth their life from destruction, who protecteth
them continually from danger and mischief; Who c^^iv- 16;
openeth his hand, and satisfieth the desires of every
living thing; Who satisfieth the longing soul, and cvii. 9.
filleth the hungry soul with goodness; Who, as St Paul ^°*^ '''''•
s^ediketh, filleth men's hearts with food and gladness;
is it likely that he should altogether neglect their
spiritual welfare, and leave their souls utterly destitute of all sustenance or comfort; that he should
suffer them to lie fatally exposed to eternal death
and ruin, without offering any means of redress or
recovery ? To conceive so of God seemed very
unreasonable even to a pagan philosopher: Do you
think, saith ]Maximus Tyrius, that divination,poetry,
and such like things, are by divine inspiration insinuated into men's souls, and that virtue (so much
better, and so much rarer a thing) is the work of
moral art? You have forsooth a worthy conceit of
God, who take him to be liberal in bestowing mean
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things, and sparing of better things^ He that, as
St Paul saith, gimth to all men life, breath, and all
Acts xvii,
things, will he withhold from any that best of gifts,
25;
and most worthy of him to give, that grace whereby
he may be able to serve him, to praise him, to
glorify him, yea, to please and gratify him; to save
a creature and subject of his; the thing wherein he so
xiv. 17; much delighteth? From hence also, that God hath
EomY'ig- vouchsafed general testimonies of his goodness, in"• '5ducements to seek him, footsteps whereby he may
be discovered and known, a light of reason and law
of nature written upon men's hearts; attended with
satisfactions, and checks of conscience; so many dispositions to knowledge and obedience, as St Paul
teacheth us; we may collect that he is not deficient
in communicating interior assistances, promoting
the good use and improvement of those talents;
for that otherwise the bestowing them is frustraneous and useless; being able to produce no good
effect; yea, it rather is an argument of unkindness,
being apt only to produce an iU effect in those upon
whom it is conferred; an aggravation of sin, an accumulation of guilt and wrath upon them.
SEEM,

If it be said, that having such grace is inconsistent with the want of an explicit knowledge of
Christ, and of faith in him; why may not we say',
that as probably most good people before our Lord's
Kai Tot pavTiKrjv, Kai TeXeaTiKfjv, Kal TTOirjTiKrjv, Koi Kaddpireis, Kai
Xp'TjO'pmbias, ^vXXrj^brjv diravra, OVK av e'lTTOis dvTa^ia eivai Ttjs aptTTjs'
flTU eKelva pev rjyfi 6eia Tivl eirivoia •v^vp^aZs uvdpionivais
dvaKpivaadai,
TO be TovTwv a-TTaviioTepov, Trjv dpeTrjv, epyov eivai Texvrjs OVTJT^S.
*H iroXXov d^iov vopi^eis TO deiov, vpds pev rd cj)avXa KaXios Kal dcpdovas
7rape(TKeva(Tpevov, Trpos be Ta KpeiTTco drropov.—Diss.
XXII. [Diss.

XXXVIII. p. 451. E d . Davis.J

' So St Chrysostom. Vid. Montacut. Apparat. ad Origin Eccies.
App. I. [pp. 30, 35.J
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coming received grace without any such knowledge SEEM.
or faith ; that as, to idiots and infants, our Saviour's
'meritorious performances are applied, (in a manner
unknowable by us,) without so much as a capacity
to know or believe any thing; so we (to whom
God's judgments are inscrutable, and his ways un- ^°™- ^iinvestigable) know not how grace may be communicated unto, and Christ's merits may avail for
other ignorant persons? in respect to whom we
may apply that of St John ; The light shineth in John i. 5.
darkness, and the darkness comprehended it not.
However, that such persons may have a grace
capacifying them to arrive to that knowledge and
faith, to which fuller communications of grace are
promised ; so that in reasonable esteem (as we shall
presently shew) the revelation of evangelical truth,
and the gift of faith, may be supposed to be conferred upon all men—so that we may apply to them
that in the Revelation''; Behold, I stand at the-Rev.i111.20.
door and knock; if any man will hear my voice,
and open the door, I will come in unto him, and sup
with him, and he with me; (that is. Behold, I allure
every man to the knowledge and embracing of
Christianity; if any man will open his mind and
heart, so as to comply with my solicitations, I am
ready to bestow upon him the participation of evangelical mercies and blessings:) and to such persons
those promises and rules in the Gospel may appertain ; He that asketh receiveth; he that seeketh Luke xi.
findeth; to him that knocketh it shall be opened: '°' '^'
The heavenly Father will give the Holy Sp)irit to
them that ask him: He that is ev eXaxlaTo, TriaTosxix. 17.
(faithful in the use of the least grace) shall be
Et TU(^Xoi fJTe, OVK av e'lxeTe dpapTiav.

J o h n ix. 4 1 ; XV. 22.
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SEEM, rewarded: and. To him that hath (or that diligently
keepeth and husbandeth what he hath) shall more
Luke xix. ,

26.

be given.

And how God sometimes dealeth with such
persons the eminent instances of St Paul and Cornelius do shew. But concering this point I spake
somewhat before, and have perhaps been too large
now; I shall only add that saying of the wise
writer de Vocatione Gentium. A pious mind, saith
he, should not, I think, be troubled at that question,
which is made concerning the conversion of all, or
not all men; if we will not obscure those things which
are clear, by those things which are secret; and
while we wantonly insist upon things shut up, we be
not excluded from those which are open and plain^
Which in effect is the same with this; that since
we are plainly taught, that our Lord is the Saviour
of all men; and it is consequent thence, that he
hath procured grace sufficiently capacifying all men
to obtain salvation; we need not perplex the business or obscure so apparent a truth, by debating
how that grace is imparted; or by labouring
overmuch in reconciling the dispensation thereof
with other dispensations of Providence. But
further,
5 Jesus is the Saviour of all men, as the conductor of all men into and through the way of
salvation. I t is a very proper title, and most due
to those brave captains, who by their wisdom and
' Puto quod pius sensus non debeat in ea qusestione turbari,
quse de omnium et non omnium hominum conversione generatur;
si ea qua3 clara sunt, non de his quse occulta sunt, obscuremus, et
dum procaciter insistimus clausis, excludamurab apertis, &c.—Lib.
I. 9. [inter Prosp. Opp. col. 857 B.J
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valour have freed their country from straits and SEEM.
oppressions. So were those judges and princes
'—
who anciently dehvered Israel from their enemies
commonly styled: In the time of their trouble, say Neh. ix.
the Levites in Nehemiah, when they cried unto
thee, thou heardest them from heaven; and, according to thy manifold mercies, thou gavest them
saviours, who saved them out of the hand of the
enemy; so are Othniel and Ehud particularly called, Judg.iii.9,
and IVIoses signally: The same, saith St Stephen Acts vii.
of him, did God send to be dpypvTa Kal XvTpwTrjv,
a Commander and a Saviour (or Redeemer) to the
children of Israel; for that he by a worthy and
happy conduct did free them from the Egyptian
slavery. And thus was Demetrius by the Athenians (for his delivering them from the ]Macedonian
subjection, and restoring their liberty to them)
entitled, evepyeTrji Kal awTt]p, a benefactor and
saviour. Thus with greatest reason is Jesus so
called, as being o" dp^t^yd^ Trjs awTt]pia<s, the Captain Heb. ii. 10.
of salvation, (so he is called by the Apostle to the
Hebrews); 6 dpy^riyos TJJS ^wri%, (the Captain of life. Acts iii. 15.
as St Peter names him, the chief Leader unto
eternal life); d Ttj^ TtiaTews dp-^nyos, (the Captain ^(^^-^^'^•'^•
of our faith; he that hath revealed that saving
doctrine, which is the power of God to salvation): Eom.i. 16.
and these titles we have conjoined by St Peter
in the Acts; Him hath God exalted, dp^^riyov /caJActsv.si.
awTrjpa, as a Captain and a Saviour, to give repentance unto Israel, and remission of sins. This
he is to us several ways, by direction both instructive and exemplary; by his protection and
governance; by his mating and quelling the enemies
of man's salvation; which things more specially and
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SEEM, completely he hath performed in respect to faithful
'— Christians, yet in a manner also he hath truly done
them for and toward all men; as we shaU distinctly
consider.
6 Jesus is the Saviour of all men, we say, as
having perfectly discovered and demonstrated the
way and means of salvation; the gracious purposes
of God concerning it; the duties required by God
in order to it; the great helps and encouragements
to seek it; the mighty determents from neglecting
it; the whole will of God, and concernment of man
in relation thereto; briefly, all saving truths he
Col. i. 26. hath revealed unto all men: mysteries of truth,
Eom.

xvi.

T. ,

1 • 1 1

r»

i

25.

which were hidden from ages and generations,
which no fancy of man could invent, no understanding could reach, no reason could by discussion
clear, (concerning the nature, providence, wiU, and
purpose of God; the nature, original, and state of
man; concerning the laws and rules of practice,
the helps thereto, the rewards thereof, whatever is
important for us to know in order to happiness,)
he did plainly discover, and bring to light; he did
with valid sorts of demonstration assert and confirm. The doing which, (as having so much efficacy
toward salvation, and being ordinarily so necessary
thereto,) is often called saving; as particularly by
James V. St Jamos; when he saith. He that turns a sinner
from the error of his way shall save a soul from
I Tim. iv. death. And by St Paul; Take heed to thy word
16.
I Cor. ix. and doctrine; for so doing thou shalt save thyself
22.
Eom. xi
and thy hearers. That our Lord hath thus (accord't,. ... in^ to his design, and accordinsf to reasonable
2 Tun. m.

15-

°

1 1 1

1 1

i.1

esteem) saved all men, we are authorized by tlie
Holy Scripture to say; for he is there represented

asserted and explained.

331

to be The light of the world; The true light that SEEM.
enlighteneth every man coming into the world:
~—The day-spring from on high, which hath visited us, 12-.Vg!'
to give light to them that sit in darkness and the^^^^'-"^^'
shadow of death, and to guide our feet in the way
of peace. By him The saving grace of God hath Tit. a. n;
appeared unto all men. By him (as Isaiah pro- "'itm. i.
phesied, and St John the Baptist applied it) ^11^^^^^^^. g
flesh did see the salvation of God. Of him it was
also foretold, as St Paul teacheth us, I have set Acta xHi.
thee for the light of the nations, that thou shouldest
be for salvation unto the ends of the earth. Coming Eph. H. 17.
he preached peace TOTS ixaKpdv Kal TO7S 6'y7i59 (longe
lateque) to them that were far, and to them that were
near, that is, to all men every where. While I am john ix. 5.
in the world, said he, / am the light of the world;
shining, hke the sun, indifferently unto all; and
when he withdrew his corporal presence, he further
virtually diffused his light, for he sent his messengers with a general commission and command to
teach all men concerning the benefits procured for
them, and the duties required from them; Going Matt.
into the world, make all nations disciples, teaching ^f^' ^^'
them to observe all that I commanded you. Going Mark xvi.
into the world, preach the Gospel unto every creature, '^'
(or, to the whole creation: so it ought to be.) That Luke xxiv.
in his name should he preached repentance and'^^'
remission of sins unto all nations. And such was
the tenor of the Apostolical commission; Thou A^ota xxn.
shalt be witness for him toward all men, said Ana- ^|ij j^
nias to St Paul. Accordingly, in compliance with
those orders, did the Apostles, in God's name,
instruct and admonish all men, plainly teaching,
seriously inviting to, strongly persuading, and

832

The Doctrine of Universal Redemption

SEEM, earnestly entreating all men to embrace the truth,
LIX
and enjoy the benefits of the Gospel, and conseActsxvii. quently to be saved: The times of ignorance, saith
^°'
St Paul, God having winked at, doth now invite all
2C0T.V.20. men every where to repent: and. We are ambassadors for Christ; as though God did beseech you
by us, we pray you in Christ's stead, be reconciled
to God—We pray you, you as members of that
world which God was in Christ reconciling to himOoi. i. 28; self: and. We preach Christ—warning every
man, and teaching every man in all wisdom, that
we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus,
(or, render every man a good Christian.) Thus
was the Gospel, according to our Saviour's intent
i. 23.
and order, preached, as St Paul saith of it, ev irdcrrj
Trj KTiaei TY) iiiro TOV ovpavov, in the whole creation
I Tim. ii 4. uudcr licaven; thus did God shew, that He would
have all men to be saved, and to come to the knoicledge of the truth; whence our Lord (in regard to
the nature and design of his performance in this
John i. 18. kind) is the common Saviour, as the common
master of truth, and enlightener of the world, and
proclaimer of God's will to mankind.
If now it be inquired or objected; Why then is
not the Gospel revealed unto all men ? How comes
it to pass, that no sound of this saving word, no
glimpse of this heavenly light, doth arrive to many
nations? How can so general and large intention
consist with so particular and sparing execution .
What benefit can we imagine them capable to receive from this j)erformance of our Saviour, who
Luke i. 79. still do sit in total ignorance of the Gospel, In
Matt. IV.

°

'^

,

16.
darkness, and the shadow of death? How can they
om.x.14. ^^^^ wpoii him in whom they believe not!^ Aral
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how can they believe in him of ivhom they have not SEEM.
heard ?
To this suggestion I answer,
I That God's intentions are not to be interpreted, nor his performances estimated by events,
depending on the contingency of human actions,
but by his own declarations and precepts, together
with the ordinary provision of competent means,
in their own nature sufficient to produce those
effects which he declares himself to intend or to
perform. What he reveals himself to design, he
doth really design it; what he says, that he performeth ; he (according to moral esteem, that is, so
far as to ground duties of gratitude and honour,
proceedings of justice and reward) doth perform,
although the thing upon other accounts be not
effected.
Thus, for instance, God would have all men to
live together here in peace, in order, in health,
conveniently, comfortably, cheerfully; according to
reason, with virtue and justice; and in the best
state toward happiness. for these purposes he hath
endued them with reasonable faculties, he hath engraven on their minds a natural law, he hath furnished them with all sorts of instruments and helps
conducible to those ends; he promoteth them by
dispensations of providence, and, probably, by internal influences of grace: yet often all those means,
by the perverseness and stupidity of men, do prove
ineffectual, so that wars, disorders, diseases, vices,
iniquities and oppressions, troubles and miseries,
do commonly abound in the world. Likewise God
desires, that in his Church, knowledge and piety,
peace and charity and good order should grow
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and flourish; to which purposes he hath appointed
'— teachers to instruct, and governors to watch over
his people: he hath obliged each man to advise and
admonish his brother; he hath declared holy precepts and rules of practice; he hath propounded
vast encouragements and rewards, and threatened
dreadful punishments; he hath promised and doth
afford requisite assistances; being himself always
present and ready to promote those ends by his
grace; yet notwithstanding, by the voluntary neglect or abuse of these means, (the guides being
blind, negligent, unfaithful; or the people being
indocile, sluggish, refractory; or both perverted
with bad affections,) often ignorance, error, and
impiety prevail, love is cool and dead, schisms and
factions are rife in the Church. Which events are
not to be conceived derogatory to God's good-will
and good intentions, or to his kind and carefid
providence toward men; but we are notwithstanding to esteem and acknowledge him the author and
donor of those good things; in respect to them no
less blessing and praising him, than if they were
really accomplished by man's concurrence and compliance; he having done his part in that due measure and manner which wisdom prompts; having
indeed done the same, as when they are effected.
So God having expressly declared, that he would
have all men to know and embrace the Gospel,
having made a universal promulgation thereof, having sent forth Apostles to disseminate it every
where, having obliged every man to confer his best
endeavour toward the propagation thereof; if by
the want of fidelity, zeal, or industry in them, io
whom this care is intrusted, or upon whom this

SEEM,
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duty is incumbent; or if by the carelessness and SEEM.
stupidity of those, who do not regard what is done
~
in the world; or if by men's voluntary shutting
their eyes, or stopping their ears, (as the Jews did
of old to the prophetical instructions and admonitions,) God's heavenly truth becometh not universally known, it is not reasonable to impute this
defailance to God, or to conceive him therefore not
universally to desire and design men's instruction
and salvation consequent thereon. Let me, for the
iQustration of this matter, put a case, or propound
a simihtude. Suppose a great kingdom, consisting
of several provinces, should have revolted from
their sovereign; disclaiming his authority, neglecting and disobeying his laws; that the good prince,
out of his goodness and pity toward them, (and
upon other good considerations moving him thereto,
suppose the mediation of his own son,) instead of
prosecuting them with deserved vengeance, should
grant a general pardon and amnesty, in these terms,
or upon these conditions; that whoever of those
rebels wilhngly should come in, acknowledge his
fault, and promise future loyalty, or obedience to
his laws declared to them, should be received into
favour, have impunity, enjoy protection, and obtain
rewards from him. Further, for the effectuating
this gracious intent, suppose that he should appoint
and commissionate messengers, empowering and
charging them to divulge the purport of this act of
grace to all the people of that kingdom. Admit
now, that these messengers should go forth and
seat themselves only in some provinces of that
kingdom, proclaiming this universal pardon (universal as to the design, and as to the tenor thereof)
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SEEM, only in those, neglecting others; or that striving to
— propagate it further, they should be rejected and
repelled; or that from any the hke cause the
knowledge thereof should not reach to some remoter provinces; it is plain, that indeed the effect
of that pardon would be obstructed by such a
carriage of the affair; but the tenor of that act
would not thereby be altered; nor would the failure
in execution (consequent upon the ministers' or
the people's misbehaviour) detract from the real
amplitude of the prince's intent; no more, than the
wilful incredulity, refusal, or non-compliance of some
persons, where the business is promulged and
notified, would prejudice the same. I t is plain the
prince meant favourably toward all, and provided
carefully for them; although by accident (not imputable to him) the designed favours and benefits
do not reach all. The case so plainly suits our
purpose, that I need not make any application.
The holy Fathers do by several like simihtudes
endeavour to illustrate this matter, and somewhat
to assoil the difficulty. They compare our Saviour
to the sun™, who shines indifferently to all the
world, although there be some private corners and
secret caves, to which his light doth not come;
although some shut their windows or their eyes,
and exclude it; although some are blind, and do
not see it. That nnystical Sun of Righteousness,
saith St Ambrose, is risen to all, came to all, did
"" 'AKOva-aTe ovv ol paKpdv, OKOvaaTe ot eyyvs' OVK OTreKpi^rj nvas o
Adyos. (pws eoTi Koivdv, emXdpTrei irda-tv dvBpcoTrois ovbels Ktppepios (V

Adya.—iClem. Alex. Cohort, ad Gent. [Opp. Tom. i. p. 71.—Hear
ye that are far ; hear ye that are near: the Word is not hid to an>i:
it is a common light: it shineth to all men ; there is no Cimmerian m
the Word.
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suffer and rose again for all—but if any one doth
not believe in Christ, he defrauds himself of the
general benefit. As if one shutting the windows
should exclude the beams of the sun, the sun is
not therefore not risen to air
They compare our
Lord to a physician", who professes to relieve and
cure all that shall have recourse to his help; but
doth cure only those who seek for remedy, and are
willing to take the medicine; because all, saith St
Ambrose'' again, do not desire cure, but most do
shun it, lest the ulcer should smart by medicaments; therefore Volentes curat, non adsti-ingit
invitos; He cures only the willing, doth not compel
those that are unvnlling; they only receive health,
who desire medicine. Evangelical grace, say they,
is like a fountain standing openly, to which all men
have free access; at which all men may quench
their thirst, if they will inquire after it, and go
thereto. The fountain of life, saith Arnobius, is
open to all; nor is any man hindered or di^iven
" Mysticus Sol ille justitise omnibus ortus est, omnibus venit,
omnibus passus est, et omnibus resurrexit.—Si quis autem non
credit in Christum, general! beneflcio se fraudat; ut si quis
clausis fenestris radios solis excludat, non ideo sol non ortus est
omnibus, &c.—In Psal. cxviii. Serm. viii. [Opp. Tom. i. col.
1077 c.J
Si dies omnibus a;qualiter nascitur, et si sol super omnes pari
et sequali luce diflfunditur, quanto mngis Christus Sol et dies verus,
in Ecclesia sua lumen vitse seternse pari sequalitate largitur.—Cypr.
E p . LXXVI.

° Nunquid medicus non idcirco proponit in publico, ut omnes se
ostendat velle salvare, si tamen ab segris requiratur ? Non est enim
vera salus, si nolenti tribuatur.—Ambr. in 1 Tim. ii. Com. [Opp.
Tom. II. (App.) col. 292 E.j
P Venit—ut vuluera nostra curaret. Sed quia non omnes medicinam expetunt, sed plerique refugiunt, ne medicamentis compungatur vis ulceris, ideo volentes curat, non adstringit invitos.—
de interp. David. Lib. iv. cap. ii. [Opp. Tom. i. col. 663 E.J
B. s. VOL. rv
22

SEEM.
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SEEM, from the right of drinking if^. The covenant of
^ grace is, say they, a door standing open to all,
whereinto all have liberty to enter—When an entrance, saith St Chrysostom, being opened to all,
and there being nothing that hinders, some being
wilfully naught abide without, they have no other
but their own wickedness to impute their destruction
unto"
St Gregory Nazianzen resembles the grace of
baptism (as to its community and freedom of use)
to the breathing of the air, to the spreading of
light, to the vicissitude of seasons, to the aspect of
the creation^; things most obvious and common
to all.
' If this answer do not fully satisfy, I adjoin
further,
2 That God, beside that ordinary provision, is
ready to interpose extraordinarily in disclosing his
truth to them who are worthy of such favour, and
fit to receive it; and that God's general desire and
•^ Patet omnibus fons vitse, neque ab jure potandi quisquani
prohibetur, aut pellitur.—Arnob. Lib. ii.
' "Oral' Trjs elcrobov Trdaiv dvewypevT]s, Kal prjbevds TOV KUIXVOVTOS
ovTos, edeXoKaKovvTes Tives e^a pevaai, Trap' ovbeva eTepov, dXX' r; napd
Trjv olKeiav rrovrjpiav dTroXXwrai povov.—Chrys.
in J o h . H o m . viii.

[Opp. Tom. II p. 687.J
Et (fxoTi^ei TravTa avBpunrov epxdpevov els TOV Koapov, Trws a(j)ii)TiaTnt
pepevriKacTi TOCTOVTOI ; ov ydp brj rravTes eireyvwaav TOV XpiCTToii TO o'Ciias.
TrSs ovv (fxoTi^ei navTa dv6pa>rrov; Toye els avTov r)Kov, el be Tives eKovres
Toiis Trjs biavoias d<p6aXpovs pvaavres, OVK rjdeXrjaav irapabe^acrBai TOV
(pcoTos TOVTOV Toy OKTlvas, oil napd Trjv TOV (J^COTOS (pvciv rj (TKHTUXTIS
eKelvois, d}\kd irapd Trjv KOKovpylav TU>V CKOVTI oTTOo'TepovvTcov einTOVs
Trjs boopeds. rj pev ydp X^P'* *'^ trdvTas eKKexvrai
navTas oe
opoicDS TrpocTiepevrj, Kal peTa Trjs 'lO'rjs KaXoiio'a Tiprjs. ol be OVK eBeXovres
aTrdXavaai Trjs bapeds TavTrjs, eavTols biKaioi TOVTTJV tiv eiev XoyiVatroni
T^v nrfpaaiv.—Id.
Ibid.
^ 'QS depos TTvevaiv, Kai (jiayTos X'^o-ii', Kal apav dXXayds. Kal Kv.afoit

Beav.—Greg. Naz. Orat. XT,. [Opp. Tom. i. p. 69C c ]
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design of revealing his truth to all men is very well SEEM.
consistent with his providential (not only negative
'—
and permissive, but even positive and active) withholding the discovery thereof from some persons,
yea, some nations; for that neither his wisdom,
goodness, or justice might permit him, that he
should impart that revelation to such persons whom
he seeth altogether indisposed to comply therewith,
and unfit to profit thereby ; who have extremely
abused the lesser graces, and not improved or misimproved the lesser talents afforded them; detained
inferior truths in unrighteousness, and have not Eom.i. 18,
.

.

28.

liked to retain God in their knowledge, have therefore justly been delivered up to a reprobate sense;
who have so depraved their minds with wicked
prejudices and affections, that the truth being
offered to them, they would certainly either stupidly
neglect it or scornfully reject it; or, if admitting it
in show, would unworthily abuse it; so that from
the imparting the means of knowing it, no glory to
God, no benefit to man would accrue, but rather
contempt of God and prejudice to men would ensue upon it: there are some persons of that wicked
and gigantic disposition, (contracted by evil prac- isai. xxx.
tice,) that, should one offer to instruct them in '°'
truth, or move them to piety, would be ready to
say with Polyphemus in Homer,
NijTTioy els, a> ^elv', 17 TrfXoBev elXrjXovdas,
"Of pe 6eovs KeXeai 7 beibipev, rj dXeavdai*'.

Friend, you are a fool, or a great stranger to
we, who advisest me to fear or regard the Deity.
Or (which is the same) with Pharaoh: Who is the BXOJ.V.
Lord, that I should obey his voice? I know not the
* r o d y s s . IX. 2 7 3 . ]

22—2
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SEEM. Lord, neither will I let Israel go, (or neither will I
'— do as you in God's name admonish me;) who, hke
Prov. i. that unhappy prince, by no efficacy of arguments,
^*' ^^' no wonders of power are to be convinced of their
folly, or converted from their wickedness: some,
Lukex. 13. like those of Chorazin and Bethsaida, whom not
all the powerful discourses spoken to them, all the
mighty works done in them, sufficient to have
brought Tyre and Sidon to repentance, can induce
to mind or obey the truth: unto which sort of
people (except upon some particular occasions, and
for special reasons) it is not expedient that divine
truth should be exposed. We may also observe
hiDW our Lord being asked by St Jude a question
John xiv. like to OUTS; Lord, how is it that thou wilt manifest
thyself unto us, and not to the world? thus resolves
it: If a man love me, he will keep my words; and
my Father will love him, and we will come unto
him, and make our abode with him: implying the
ordinary reason of God's making a difference in
the discoveries of himself to be the previous disposition and behaviours of men toward God ; and
interpretatively toward our Lord himself
That God doth commonly observe this method
(plainly suitable to divine justice, wisdom, and
goodness) to dispense the revelation of his truth
according to men's disposition to receive it, and
Matt. iii. 8. aptuoss to make a fruitful and worthy use of it, to
I or. xu. j^y^j^g forth fruits worthy of repentance, as St John
Baptist spake; and to withhold it from those who
are indisposed to admit it, or unfit to profit by it;
we may from divers express passages and notable
instances (beside many probable intimations) of
Scripture learn. We may on the one hand observe,
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that those whom our Saviour did choose to call, SEEM
were persons disposed easily upon his call to com- - LIX.
ply; to forsake their fathers and their nets; to ^^**'*^'
leave their receipts of custom; to relinquish all, ^°'^" ^- '^4.
(relations, occupations, estates,) and to follow him; Matt. xix.
faithful Israelites without guile, like Nathaniel, John i. 47.
(that is, as is probably conjectured, St Bartholo-8,'^9.^^*^'
mew;) men honestly devout, and charitable, like ^^"' ^^^'
Zaccheus; that he chose to converse with publicans ^"'^^ ^and sinners, men apt to be convinced of their
errors, and touched with the sense of their sins;
apt to see their need of mercy and grace, and
therefore ready to entertain the overtures of them;
that he blesses God for revealing his mysteries to
babes, (to innocent and well-meaning, imprejudicate Matt. xi.
and uncorrupted persons,) such as if men were not,
they could in nowise enter into the kingdom of^7J"j3>
heaven, or become Christians; those poor in spirit, "f- 3of whom is the kingdom of heaven; those foolish i Cor. i.
things which God chooses as most fit objects of his
mercy and grace; that he enjoined his disciples in
their travels for the promulgation and propagation
of the Gospel, to inquire concerning the worthiness
orfitnessof persons, and accordingly to make more
close apphcations to them: Into what city or village Mattx.n.
ye enter, inquire who therein is worthy; and entering in abide there. Of this proceeding we have
a notable instance in Cornelius, who for his honest Actsx. 1,2.
piety (correspondent to the proportion of knowledge vouchsafed him) was so acceptable to God,
that in regard thereto he obtained from him the
revelation of truth in a peculiar and extraordinary
manner. And St Paul was another most remarkable example thereof; who for the like reason was
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SEEM, so wonderfully caUed, as himself intimates, de^ scribing himself to have been ^»J\WT^S TOV Qeov,
^ctsxxu. ,^Q2Qy^giy affected toward God; according to the
Phil.iii.6. righteousness in the law, blameless; one that had
Acts xxiii. continually behaved himself with all good conscience toward God; who even in the persecution
xxvi. 9. of God's truth did proceed with an honest meaning
Gal. i. 14. and according to his conscience, for which cause he
saith, that God had mercy on him; foreseeing how
wilhngly he would embrace the truth, and how
earnestly promote it. We may also observe, how
in the Acts of the Apostles the Holy Spirit commonly directed the Apostles to such places, where
a. competent number of people were weU disposed
Luke ix. to receive the truth; who were evQeToi eU Tm (iacn62.

Xeiav TOV Qeov, well disposed to the kingdom ofhemen,
Acts xiii. and consequently by God's foresight, TeTay/xevot ek
^wt]v aiwviov, ordained to have the word of eternal
xxviii. 28; life (the TO awTripiov TOV Qeov, as it is in a parallel
place called) discovered to them: such people as the
xvii. 11; Bereans, men ingenuous and tractable; who consequently entertained the word, juera irdam -npoOvprn,
with all promptitude and alacrity. To such persons God sometimes by extraordinary revelation
directed the Apostles to preach; as to the Corinthians, in respect to whom the Lord spake to St
xviii. 9,10; Paul in a vision, saying, Fear not, hut speak, and he
not silent; for I am with thee, because Xaos eaTt poi
TToXvs, there is for me much people in this city;
much people whom I see disposed to comply with
xvi. 9.
my truth. So in behalf of the IMacedonians, Avnp
rts MaKeSwv, A certain man of MacedonM, was in a
vision seen to St Paul, exhorting Itim and •'«'yiii<i.
Passing into Ma<.'edonia, help u.^. Thus on that
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hand doth God take special care that his truth be SEEM.
manifested to such as are fitly qualified to embrace
'—
it and use it well: thus is God ready to make good
that answer of Pothinus (bishop of Lyons, and immediate successor to St Irenseus) to the prefect,
who asking him. Who was the Christians' God, was
answered, If thou he worthy, thou shalt know""; thus,
as the Wise ]\Ian divinely saith. The divine Wisdom, wisd. vi.
d^iovs avT^s irepiep-^eTai "(riTovaa, goCth about

seeking

such as are worthy of her; sheweth herself favourable unto them in their ivays, and meeteth them in
every thought.
And on the other hand, that God withholds the
special discoveries of his truth, upon account of
men's indispositions and demerits, may likewise
very plainly appear. We may suppose our Lord
to have observed himself what he ordered to his
disciples; Not to give that which is holy to dogs. Matt. vii.
nor to cast their pearls before swine, (not to expose '
the holy and precious truth to very lewd and fierce
people, who would snarl at it and trample upon it:)
we may allow God in his dispensation of his truth
and grace to do what he bids the Apostles to do:
before he enters into any house, or applies himself
to any person, to examine whether the house or
person be worthy, that is, willing to receive him, x. n;
and apt to treat him well; if not, to decline them.
Our Lord, we see, did leave even his own country, xiii. 57seeing men there were not disposed to use him
^vith due honour and regard; seeing they were
possessed with vain prejudices, apt to obstruct the
efficacy of his divine instructions and miraculous
['AveTa^opevos be W o roC ^yepdvos TIS eirj XpioTiavrnv o Oeos,
^r)- Uiv fis d^ws, yvwarj.—EuBob.
E c c l . H i s t . V. I. T o m . i. p . 204.]
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SEEM, performances; so that he was not likely (according
to the ordinary way of divine providence) to produce any considerable effect towards their conMatt, xiii. version. He could not, it is said, do many miracles
there because of their unbelief; he could not, that
is, according to the most just and wise rules he did
observe, he would not do them; because he perceived the doing them would not conduce to any
good purpose; that they were not apt to look upon
those works as the effects of divine power and
goodness, performed for their benefit, (for inducing
them to faith and repentance,) but rather that the
doing them would expose God's mercy to contempt
or reproach, at least to neglect or disregard. Hence
our Saviour declined conversing with persons inI Cor. ii. disposed to (those ^VXIKOI, who cannot Se^xeaOai rd
14
TOV TTvevfxaTos) receive benefit by his instruction
and example; to grow wiser or better by his
Matt.xxi. conversation; as the Pharisees and Scribes; men
31
prepossessed with corrupt opinions and vicious affections, obstructive to the belief of his doctrine and
observance of his laws; and worldly persons; proud
and self-conceited, crafty and deceitful, covetous,
ambitious, and worldly men, incorrigibly tincEom.viii. tuTod with that (ppovrifxa T^s aapKo^, carnal wisdom
7'
James
iv. and affectiou; which is enmity to God; So that if
J
4I'john ii. 'is not subjcct to the law of God, nor can be; inex1
15
tricably engaged in the friendship of the world,
which is enmity to God: to such men the Gospel
would certainly be a scandal or a folly: they would
I Cor. i,
23never be able to relish or digest the doctrine of
purity, self-denial, patience, and the like doctrine^;
opposite to carnal sense and conceit which it
25* ' ^'' teacheth. From such wise and prudent men (con-
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ceited of their little wisdoms, and doting upon SEEM.
their own fancies) God did conceal those heavenly LIX.
mysteries, which they would have despised and
derided: those Many wise according to the fiesh, iCor.i. 26.
many powerful, many noble, God did not choose to ^°^^^"" ^'
call into his Church. Accordingly we may observe
in the history of the Apostles, that God's Spirit
did prohibit the Apostles passing through some
places, it discerning how unsuccessful (at those
seasons, in those circumstances, according to those
dispositions of men) their preaching would be:
Passing through Phrygia and Galatia, being Am-Acts xvi. 6,
dered by the Spirit to speak the word in Asia;
coming to Mysia, they assayed to go into Bithynia,
hut the Spirit suffered them not. IMoreover there
is plainly the like reason why God should withhold his saving truth from some people, as why he
should withdraw it from others, when it is abused
or proves fruitless: but of such withdrawing we
have many plain instances, attended with the
declaration of the reasons of them: our Lord prophesied thus concerning the Jews; / say unto you. Matt. xxi.
that the kingdom of God shall he taken from you, *^'
and shall be given to a nation doing the fruits
thereof; they, when our Saviour would have gathered them under his wings, wilfully refusing.
Our Lord charged his disciples, when by any they
were repulsed or neglected in their preaching, to
leave those persons and places, shaking off the x. 14.
dust from their feet, in token of an utter (evs
mpTvpiov ew avTov^) detestation and desertion of
them: and accordingly we see them practising in
their acts; when they perceived men perversely Acts xiii.^
contradictious, or desperately senseless and stupid,'
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'^Lix^' ^^ ^^^^ ^^®y clamoured against the Gospel, and
thrust it from them, they abstained from further
dealing with them, turning their endeavours otherwhere, toward persons of a more docile and ingenuous temper; thence more susceptive of faith
Acts xiii. and repentance: To you, say Paul and Barnabas to
xxviii. 26. the contradicting and reproachful Jews, it teas
necessary that the word of God should first have
been spoken; but seeing you put it from you, (or
thrust it away from you, aTrwOelcOe avTov,) and
judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, we tum
Eev. ii. 5. to the Gentiles. So when the Church of Ephesus
was grown cold in charity, and deficient in good
works, God threatens to remove her candlestick;
or to withdraw from her that light of truth, which
John iii. shono with SO little beneficial influence. It seems
evident that God for the like reasons may withhold
the discovery of his truth, or forbear to interpose
his providence, so as to transmit light thither,
where men's deeds are so evil that they will love
darkness rather than light; where their eyes are so
dim and weak, that the light will but offend, and
by the having it, hurt them; where they, by the
having it declared to them, will only incur further
mischief and misery; it would prove to them but
2 Cor. ii. 16. oafxri OavuTov, a deadly scent, as the most comfortable perfumes are offensive sometimes and noxious
to distempered bodies^ Wherefore, as where the
light doth shine most clearly, it is men's voluntary
pravity, that by it many are not effectually brought
to salvation; so it is men's voluntary deln•a^ing
^ Kat ydp Tas vs ((paal) TO pvpov
'Enft Kal r a s vs TO pvpov Xe'yerai nviyav
T o m . III. p . o75.]

irvLyei.— Chi VS. [veibatiMl
in 2 Cor. O r a t . v. 0 ])|>.
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and corrupting themselves, (misusing their natural SEEM.
light, choking the seeds of natural ingenuity, —-^-^—
thwarting God's secret whispers and motions, complying with the suggestions of the wicked one,) so
as to be rendered unmeet for the susception of
God's heavenly truth and grace, which hinders
God (who proceedeth ordinarily with men, in sweet
and reasonable methods, not in way of impetuous
violence and coaction) from dispensing them: we
may say of such in the words of the Prophet, They isai. ixvi.
have chosen their own ways, and their soul delighteth ^'
in their abominations. Your iniquities have turned
away these things, and your sins have withholden
good things from
KyjOtos eyy'itei'

you.

TJ? eauTov dyaOoTrjTi

ixaKpvvojixev oe eavTovs

iraaiv d Jer. V. 25.

rjfxen oca Trjs

dfxapTias, God doth by his goodness approach to all,
hut we set ourselves at distance by sin, saith St
B a s i P ; a n d , ''Oirov

avToirpoalpeTos

irovrtpia,

enei KUI

ttTTO'xij Ttj<i j^aptros. Where there is self-chosen or
affected wickedness, there is a withholding of grace,
saith another Father^ The Gospel, if it be hidden, 2Cor.iv.3;
tt is, as St Paul says, hidden, ev TOTS diroXXvfAevois,
in viris perditis, among lost men, (that is, men
desperately gone in wickedness, incorrigible, unreclaimable people,) in whom the God of this world iv. 4(that is, as St Chrysostom expounds it, not the
Devil, but the good God himself) hath blinded the
minds of them which believe not, so that the light of
the glorious Gospel hath not shined to them. n&Js
ovvirvcjiXwcrev; How then did God blind them ? (saith
St Chrysostom'')

OVK

evepytjcras

ek

TOVTO

cnraye-

• Bas. in Ps. xxxiii. [Opp. Tom. I. p. 155 A.]
''• [Manes] apud Cyrill. Hier. [Catech. vi. Opp. p. 105 r. j
" [In, 2 Cor. Orat. viii. Opp. Tom. iii. p. 594.]
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SEEM, not by any efficacy of his upon them toward that;
fie on that; d\\' dcpel^ Kal a-vyx^ajpi^crai, hut by permission and concession; Kal ydp eOos T»/ ypa<pri OVTW
Xeyeiv,for SO the Scripture is wont to speak; cTrei^dv
ydp ai/Tol rjiriCTTriaav TrpwToi, Kai ava^'iov^ eauToi)? /care(TKevaaav TOV loelv Ta /nvaTrjpia, Kal a v r o s \0t7r0i' e'laaev.
aXXd T'I eoei iroirjaai;
fit} l^ovXofxevois

Trpos p'lav eXKeiv, Kal eKKaXvTTTeiv

toeif;

aXXa fidXXov

av Karecppovriaav,

Kal oi)^' dv elhov. Seeing, saith he, they disbelieved
first, and constituted themselves unworthy to see the
mysteries, even God at last let themv alone; for what
should he have done ? Should he have drawn them
violently, and discovered, it to them being unwilling
to see? They would then have more despised it,
and not have seen it. God is ever wiUing and
ready to dispense his mercies and favours, but he
is not wont to do it extraordinarily, (or beside the
Luke xix. couTse of his Ordinary provision,) but in a proper
2Cor.vi.2. and fit season, (in that Kutpds evirpoaleKTo^, acceptII. ' ' cd)le time and day of salvation, when he seeth
men capable of receiving them'';) which season
commonly dependeth upon man's will and choice,
or the results of them. 2wr»yp ydp ecxTiv' ov-^i TW»'
ixev, TWV 0 ov. Trpos cr/ ocrov eTriTrjdeioTr]TOi- eKacrros
eJyev,

Ttjv

eavTov

cievei[xev

evepyeaiav.

For

(saith

Clemens Alexandrinus in his 7th of the Stromata,
where he clearly and fully affirms our present
doctrine) our Lord is not the Saviour of some and
not of others: but, according as men are fitly disposed, he hath distributed his beneficence to all'
KaddXov ydp d Qeds olbev roils re d^iovs Ta>v dya6a>v Kal prj. ootv
Td irpoa-riKovTa eKdaTois bibcoaiv.—Clem. Alex. Strom, viii. [OppTom. II. p . 855.J
"= [Tom. II. p . 832.]
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St Augustine himself somewhere speaketh no less; SEEM.
or rather more: PrcBcedit aliquid in peccatoribus,
1saith he, quo, quamvis nondum sint justificati, digni
efficiantur justificatione: et idem prcecedit in aliis
peccatoribus quo digni sint obtusione^. But,
3 If all these considerations do not thoroughly
satisfy us concerning the reason of God's proceedings in this case, we may consider that God's providence is inscrutable and impenetrable to us; that,
according to the Psalmist, as God's mercy is in the Psai.
heavens, and hisfaithfulness reacheth unto the clouds; ^^^^^' ^' ^''
so his righteousness is like the great mountains, (too
high for our reason to chmb,) and his judgments,
djivaaos TroXXt], a great abyss, too deep for our
feeble understanding to fathom; that his ways are
more subtle and spiritual than to be traced by our
dim and gross sight. So upon contemplation of a
like case, although, as it seems, hardly so obscure
or unaccountable as this, the case concerning God's
conditional rejection of that people, whom he in a
special manner had so much and so long favoured,
St Paul himself doth profess. That therefore Eom. xi.
although we cannot fully resolve the difficulty, we ^^'
notwithstanding without distrust should adhere to
those positive and plain declarations, whereby God
representeth himself seriously designing and earnestly desiring. That all men should come to the •^'^^^-'''-oknowledge of the truth; that none should perish, but
that all should come to repentance; not doubting
but his declared mind, and his secret Providence,
although we cannot thoroughly discern or explain
their consistency, do yet really and fully conspire.
But no further at this time.
•* QuEcst. Lxviii. [Opp. Tom. vi. col. 54 c.J

SEEMON LX.
THE DOCTRINE OF UNIVERSAL REDEMPTION
ASSERTED AND EXPLAINED.

I TIM. I V

10.

The living God; who is the Saviour of all men,
especially of those that believe.
SEEM. J

A^ our Saviour was such to all men by his
- ^ doctrine, or the general discovery of all saving
t r u t h ; so may he be esteemed such in regard to
his exemplary practice; whereby upon the open
stage of the world, and in the common view of all
t h a t would attend unto him, he did represent a
living pattern of all goodness; by imitating which,
we m a y certainly attain salvation. H e that "will
consider his practice shall find it admirably fitted
for general instruction and imitation; calculated
for all places and all sorts of people; suited to the
complexions, to t h e capacities, to the degrees, to
the callings of all m e n ; so t h a t every sort of men
may from it draw profitable direction, may in it
find a copy, even of his particular behaviour: for
he was a great Prince, illustrious in birth, excellent in glory, and abounding in all wealth; yet
was born in obscurity, lived without pomp, and
seemed to possess nothing; so teaching men of
high rank to be sober, mild, and humble; not to
rest in, not to regard much, not to hug and cling
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to the accommodations and shows of worldly state; SEEM.
T ^

teaching those of mean degree to be patient, content, and cheerful in their station. H e was exceedingly wise and knowing, without bound or
measure; yet made no ostentation of extraordinary
knowledge, of sharp wit, of deep subtlety; did not
vent high, dark, or intricate notions; had in his
practice no reaches and windings of craft or policy;
but was in his doctrine very plain and intelligible,
in his practice very open and clear; so that what
he commonly said or did, not only philosophers and
statesmen, but almost the simplest idiots might
easily comprehend; so that those might thence
learn not to be conceited of their superfluous wisdom; these not to be discouraged in their harmless
ignorance; both having thence an equally sufficient
instruction in all true righteousness, a complete
direction in the paths to happiness, being thereby

L_

ao^iCpfxevoi eis awTrjpiav, made wise and learned to ^ Tim. m.

salvation. He did not immerse himself in the
cares, nor engage himself into the businesses of
this world; yet did not withdraw himself from the
company and conversation of men: he retired often
from the crowd, that he might converse with God
and heavenly things; he put himself into it, that
he might impart good to men, and benefit the
world, declining no sort of society; but indifferently conversing with all; disputing with the
doctors, and eating with the publicans; whence
thereby both men of contemplative and quiet dispositions or vocations, and men of busy spirits, or
of active lives, may be guided respectively; those
not to be morose, supercilious, rigid, contemptuous
toward other men; these not to be so possessed or

352

The Doctrine of Universal Redemption

SEEM, entangled with the world, as not to reserve some
leisure for the culture of their minds, not to employ
some care upon the duty of piety and devotion;
both may learn, whether in private retirements, or
in public conversation and employment, especially
to regard the service of God and the benefit of
men: thus was the example of our Lord accommodated for all men; especially conducting them
in the hardest and roughest parts of the way leading to bliss, the acclivities and asperities of dutv;
self-denial, or neglect of worldly glory and fleshly
pleasure, patience, humility, general charity; shewing us the possibility of performing such duties,
and encouraging us thereto. Through these difficult
and dangerous passages (as a resolute chieftain of
Acts iii. 15. life, dp-^rjyds ^w^?,) he undauntedly marched before
us, charging, beating back, and breaking through
all opposite forces, all enemies, all temptations, all
obstacles; enduring painfully the most furious
assaults of the world; boldly withstanding and
happily conquering the most malicious rage of
hell; so that victory and salvation we shall be
certain of, if we pursue his steps, and do not basely
(out of faintness or falsehood) desert so good a
leader; we shall not fail of the unfading crown*,
I Pet. ii. if^ With patience we run the race that is set before
Heb. xii. 2. MS, looking unto the Captain and Perfecter of our
'^"^'faith, Jesus, who, for the joy proposed unto him.
endured the cross, despised the shame, and hath
sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.
Would it not raise and inflame any courage to see
his commander to adventure so boldly upon all
" Tov dpapdvTivov rrjs bd^rjs a-Te(j)avov.-—1 P e t . v. 4.
Toi/ (TTeepavnv Trjs (airjs.—James
i. 1 2 ; R e v . ii. 10.
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hazards, to endure so willingly all hardships? SEEM.
Whom would not the sight of such a forerunner
^
(irpolpofxos) animate and quicken in his course; who, ^^^'""'"
by running in the straight way of righteousness
with alacrity and constancy, hath obtained himself
a most glorious crown, and holdeth forth another
like thereto, for the reward of those who follow
him ? Now as our Lord's doctrine, so did his example, in the nature and design thereof, respect and
appertain to all men, it being also like the light
of heaven, a common spectacle, a public guide. To Luke i. 79.
guide our steps into the way of peace: if it do not
appear so, if it do not effectually direct all, it is by
accident and beside God's intention; it is by the
fault of them who should propound it, or of them
who have not eyes fit or worthy to behold it;
briefly, what was said concerning the universal
revelation of Christian doctrine may be apphed to
Christ's practice.
8 Jesus is the Saviour of all men, as having
combated and vanquished all the enemies of man's
welfare and happiness; dispossessing them of all
their pretences and usurpations over man, disarming them of all their power and force against him;
enabhng us to withstand and overcome them.
Man's salvation hath many adversaries of different
nature and kind; some directly oppugning it, some
formally prejudicing it, some accidentally impeding
it; some alluring, some forcing, some discouraging
from it, or from the means conducing to it: the
chief of them we may from the Scripture (with
consent of experience) reckon to be the Devil, with
all his envy and malice, his usurpations, his delusions, and his temptations to sin; the world, with
B. S. VOL. IV.

23
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SEEM, its snares and baits, its violences, persecutions, and
menaces; the flesh, or natural concupiscence, with
its bad inclinations and propensities to evil, its
lusts and pleasures; sin, with its guilt, and mischievous consequences; the law, with its rigorous
exactions, hard measure, and harsh boding; conscience, with its accusations and complaints, its
terrors and anguishes; Divine anger, with its
effects, death and hell. All these our Lord hath
in several and suitable ways defeated''; as to thenmahgnity, contrariety, or enmity in respect of
Luke i. 71, man's salvation; He hath, as Zachariah prophesieth
in his Benedictus, saved us from our enemies, and
from the hands of all that hate us: so that being
delivered out of the hands of our enemies, we might
soifely and securely, d(j)6j3ws, without danger or fear,
serve him, in holiness and righteousness before him
all the days of our life.
Matt. xiii.
The Devil, (that enemy, that adversary, that
Lukexi. accusoT, that slanderer, that murderer, that greedy
i^Pet V 8 ^^^^> ''^bat crafty serpent, the strong one, the misRev, xii. 3, chievous one, the destroyer,) who usurped an auActs x. 38. thority and exercised a domination over mankind,
14.
' a s the prince of this world; who made prize of
johA xh.^'tbem, captivated them at his pleasure; who de3i;xiv.3o;^g^jj^g(j^ them undoT the power (or authority) of
Eph. ii.2; darkness and wickedness; who had the power of
2Cor.'iv.4. death; him our Saviour hath destroyed or de^ooss. 1. £gg^^g^^ (KaTYipyricrev, as the Apostle to the Hebrews
f8fx.''3^8^'' speaketh; that is, abolished him as to any further
2^Tim. 11. pretence of empire or power over us;) him he hath
Heb.ii. 14. delocted from heaven, ( / saw Satan like lightiuiuj
L u k e x . 18.

''

^
'O Xpia-rds ovbev Trjs Iblas noi^aeas TrpoaKaTeXnre rip apx^vri. rov
Koa-pov TOVTOV.—Athan. con. Apoll. Lib. i. [Opp. Tom. i. p. 935 B.J
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falling down from heaven;) him he hath cast out: SEEM.
Now is the judgment of this world, now shall the
prince of this world he cast out: all his works he g^.xvL^i'i.
hath dissolved: For this cause, saith St John, ^/ie i John iii.
Q

Son of God did appear, that he might dissolve the
works of the Devil.
H e combated this strong one, Matt. xii.
(this mighty and dreadful foe of ours,) and baffled ^^'
him, and bound him, and disarmed him, (taking
away T^V TravoirXlav avTov, the whole armour in Luke xi.
which he trusted,) and spoiled him, (xa aKevri Si^p- Matt.'xii.
Tracre, rifed all his baggage, bare away all his in- ^^'
struments of mischief,) and plundered all his house;
leaving him unable (without our fault, our baseness, our negligence) to do us mischief, (as is
intimated in the 12th of St ]Matthew and n t h of
St Luke;) yea, he triumphed over all those in- Coioss. a.
fernal principalities and powers, and exposed them, ^^'
as St Paul saith: he imparted to his disciples Lukex. 19.
abihty to trample upon all his power: by him all
his followers are so fortified as to conquer the
wicked one, as St John says: he affordeth light i John ii.
to discover all his wiles and snares, strength and Eph. vi.
courage to withstand all his assaults, to repel all 1^Q^^_ his fiery darts, to put him to
flight.
^-^ ^^
The world also (that is, the wicked principles, 16
the bad customs, the naughty conv^ersation and ex- Eph. iv.
ample which commonly prevail here among men, jLies iv.
alluring to evil and deterring from good; the cares ^'
also,, the riches, the pleasures, the glories of the
world, which possess or distract the minds, satiate
and cloy the desires, employ all the affections and
endeavours, take up the time of men; all in the
world which fasteneth our hearts to earth, and to
these low transitory things; or which sinketh them
23—2
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SEEM, down toward hell; and which detaineth them from
soaring toward heaven) is an enemy, an irreconcileable enemy to our salvation; the friendship
thereof being inconsistent with a friendship in us
toward the God of our salvation; or in him toward
Jamesiv.4. US: foT, The friendship of the world is enmity with
I John ii. God / and. If any man love the world, the friend^'
ship of the Father is not in him. A n d this enemy

our Lord hath vanquished, and enabled us to overJohn xvi. come: Be of good courage, saith he, / have overcome

the world: he, by a constant self-denial and temperance, defeated the bewitching pleasures and flattering glories of it; he, by an immoveable patience,
baffled the terrible frowns and outrageous violences
of it; he, by a resolute and invincible maintenance
of truth, in great measure routed and dissipated
the errors and oppositions thereof; he, by a general
and intense charity, surmounted the provocations,
envies, and enmities thereof; he did it himseff for
us, and he also enabled us to do it; furnishing us
with sufficient strength, and fit weapons, whereby
we may combat and conquer it; may sustain and
repel its force; may shun and elude its baits; for,
1 John V. Every one that (by faith in him) is born of God
'^'^'
doth overcome the world: and this is the victory
that overcometh the world, even our faith. Who is he
that overcometh the world, but he who believeth that

Jesus is the Son of God? In all these things (that
is, in whatever concerns the world and its enmity:
Eom. viii. Tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famvie,
35,37i 38, ^^ nakedness, or peril, or sword,) We are, saith ot
2 Cor. ii. Paul, m^ore than conquerors through him that loved
Phil. i. 28. us; Thanks he to God, which always causeth ns to
57.
triumph in Christ: our Lord hath procured for us
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hopes that will raise our minds and affections SEEM.
above the world; objects employing our care and
^
endeavour far beyond it; satisfactions that will
cheer our hearts, and satiate our desires vrithout
it; comforts that will support and sustain our
spirits against all the terrors, all the assaults, all
the evils thereof; by his means it is, that we have
no reason either to love it, or to fear it, or to value
it, or to be concerned about it; but to contemn it
as a thing unworthy of us and below us.
The flesh also (that is, all that within us ofcai. v. 24.
bodily temper, or natural constitution, which inchneth and swayeth us to vicious excess in sensual
enjoyments; which disposeth us to the inordinate
love of ourselves, and of other creatures; which , cor. ii.
lusts against the spirit, and is adversary thereto; ^^^^ ^^^
which blindeth and darkeneth our minds in the 41.
,.

.

Gal. V. 17.

apprehension of our judgment concerning divme
things; which perverteth and disableth (enfeebleth) 18,19.
our wills in the choice and prosecution of what is ^^'^ '"
good; which discomposeth and disordereth the
affections and passions of our soul; which continually enticeth and seduceth us to sin) is also
an enemy; a very powerful, very treacherous, very
dangerous, and very mischievous enemy to us and
our welfare; rendering us enemies to God, (for.
The carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is Rom. viii.
not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can H^ 23.
he, being another law in our members, warring
against the law of our mind, and captivating us to
the law of sin;) engendering and fostering those
Fleshly lusts, which ivar against the soul; whose J^^^t. ii.
works and fruits are all sorts of intemperance, im- GUI. V. 19.
, .

.,

1 I Cor. 111. 3.

punty, pride, envy, contentiousness : this capital coi. iii. 5.
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SEEM, enemy of ours our Lord did in his own person
LX
first subdue, rejecting all the suggestions and
thwarting the impulses thereof; entirely submitLukexxii. ting to and performing the will of God; even in
Matt. xxvi. wiUingly drinking that cup, which was so distastejo'hn xvii ^^> ^o grievous to natural will and fleshly deshe.
19- .. H e so conquered the flesh in himself for us; he
also conquers it in us, by the guidance and assistance of his grace enabling us to withstand it, and
Eom. viii. to overcome it. The law of the spirit of life in
^'
Christ Jesus, saith St Paul, hath freed me from the
2 Cor. iv. law of sin and death. H e infuses a light discussI Cor. ii. ing those fogs which stream from carnal sense and
i^johnii a-ppetite; so that we may clearly discern divine
3,7truths, the will of God, the way to happiness: he
Eom. xii. inserteth principles of spiritual life and strength,
2
I John V. counterpoising and overswaying corporeal and senPhihii. 13; sual propensions; so that we can restrain sensual
desires, and compose irregular passions, and submit
readily to God's will, and observe cheerfuUy God's
law, and freely comply with the dictates of the
Spirit, or of right reason; he so continually aideth,
iv. 13.
encourageth, and upholds us, that we can do all
H^kxiiL• ^bings through Christ that strengtheneth us; so
^^^, ^ ^ that by his power and help the flesh with its affecCoioss. iii. tions and lusts are crucified; the earthly members
Eph'.iv.22. are mortified; The old man, which was corrupted
12°™'^^' ' according to deceitful lusts, is put off; The body of
Heb.'Ji. I. -s^'^ ^s so destroyed, that henceforth we should not
serve sin; Sin doth not reign in our mortal bodie.^^,
Eph. iv. so that we (must) obey it in the lusts thereof; Ut'
1^1 "•'.°.' are renewed in the spirit of our minds; and do put
COIOSS. 111.

10.

.

.

7.

/~< rl

on the new man, which is created according to troa
in righteousness and true holiness.
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Our sins also are very grievous enemies of ours'', SEEM.
loading us with heavy guilt, stinging us with bitter
'-—
remorse and anxious fear, keeping us under miserable bondage, exposing us to extreme mischief and
misery; them our Lord hath also routed and vanquished: in regard to this performance was the
name Jesus assigned to him; as the angel told
Joseph: She shall bear a son, and thou shalt call his Matt.i.21.
name, Jesus; for he shall save his people from their J^^^™''"
sins: from their sins; taking in all the causes and
the consequences of them; from all those spiritual
enemies which draw us or drive us into them;
from the guilt and obnoxiousness to punishment,
the terror and anguish of conscience, the wrath
and displeasure of God following upon them, the
slavery under their dominion, the final condemnation and sufferance of grievous pains for them**;
the guilt of sin he particularly freed us from: for
He loved us, and washed us from our sins in his Kev. i. 5.
own blood. Christ died for sinners, (for us then
being sinners,) that is, that he might deliver us
from our sins, with all their causes, adjuncts, and
consequences: He hare our sins in his own body ij. 24 ;
on the tree; The blood of Christ cleanseth us from
all sin; He is the propitiation for our sins, awe? iJohn 1.7;

y

t

-w

*

• /»

"1

•

) lilt 5 J

or the sms of the whole world; He was manijested iv. 10.
to take away our sins; Once in the end of the world ix. 2"6,'28.
liath he appeared to put away sin [els dBeTijaiv
anapTtas, to the abolition of sin) by the sacrifice of
Upos TTJV dpapTiav dvTaycovi^dpevoi.—Heb.
xii. 4 .
"0 XptffToy, 6 vids TOV ©eoC, 6 Kvpios rjpaiv, Tm yevei T&V dvBpanrmv
oia TOV Ibiov TrdBovs TrXr)pe(TTaTr)v aTrebccKe T^V auTrjpiav, iva oXov TOV
awpoiTrov r a t s dpapTiais ivexdpevov
Trda-rjs dpapTias
iXevOepma-rj.—

Damas. Epist. apud Theodor. Eccl. Hist. T. 10. [Opp. Tom. iii.
p. 719 B.]
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SEEM, himself; We are justified freely by God's grace,
'-— through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus; By
24°'v. "9. his obedience many are constituted righteous, (or
Eom.iv.6, free from the guilt and imputation of sin;) He
' ^'
justifies the ungodly; covering their sins, and not
imputing them unto them. So doth he wipe away
the guilt of sin; and he voids the condemnation
viii. 1,34; passed for them; for. There is no condemnation to
them that are in Christ Jesus: Who is there that
can condemn, since Christ hath died, or rather hath
risen again?
H e hath also appeased God's wrath for sin, and
removed the effects of it, (the punishment and
vengeance due to sin and threatened for it:) so
V. 10,1, that. Being enemies we are reconciled to God by
the death of his Son; Being justified by faith, ice
have peace with God, through our Lord Jesus
I Thess. i. Christ: Jesus is he who delivereth us [d pvo/ievo^)
'Rom. V.g;from the ivrath to come; Being justified by his
blood, we shall he saved by him from wrath.
The strength and dominion of sin he hath also
broken, by the grace afforded us, whereby we are
vi. 14, 12, able to resist and avoid i t : so that Sin henceforth
shall not domineer over us, or reign in our mortal
body: Being freed from sin, we are enslaved to
righteousness, and made servants to God: Th e
body of sin. is destroyed, so that we no longer serve
sin. Wlience consequently he hath subdued, utterly
^vcakolled, or quite destroyed (as to any force or
mischievous influence upon us) those other adversaries, which depend upon sin, and by its power
oppose and afflict us.
Our oonsoieuco is such an enemy accusing us,
condemning us, voxino- us with the memory and

asserted and explained.

361

sense of sin; suggesting to us the depth of our SEEM.
guilt, and the danger of our state, terrifying us
'-—
with the expectation of punishment and vengeance:
but our Lord (by securing us of mercy and favour
upon repentance and sincere obedience) hath silenced and stilled this adversary; Hath by his Heb. is.,
hlood, as the Apostle to the Hebrews says, purged ^'^'
our conscience from dead works: Hath delivered ii. isthem, who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage; so that thence we obtain
a steady peace of mind, a joyful satisfaction in the
service of God, a comfortable hope of future bliss: Ro™-. xv.
1 3 * XIV

17

peace, comfort, and joy are the adjuncts of that Gai. v. 22;'
state he shall put us into, and the fruits of thatlii. n'.
Spirit he bestoweth on us.
^*''"'"
The Law also (in its rigour, as requiring exact ^j^™*^' ^''
obedience, and as denouncing vengeance to them cJai.iii. 12;
who in any point violate it) is, by reason of our Eom. vii.
weakness and inabihty so perfectly to observe it, iii.'20';
an enemy to us ; justifying no man, perfecting no vii.^7^ 8,
man, causing, increasing, aggravating, quickening, j°^^" '^^
declaring sin ; yielding occasion to sin of kiUing 56. .,
us, working wrath, ministering death and con- 7,9demnation, subjecting us to a curse, as St Paul
teacheth u s : but our Lord, by mitigating and
abating the extreme rigour thereof, by procuring
an acceptance of sincere (though not accurate)
obedience, by purchasing and dispensing pardon
for transgression thereof upon repentance, by conferring competent strength and ability to perform
it in an acceptable degree, hath brought under
this adversary; hath redeemed us from the curse
of the Law; hath justified and imputed righteous- g^J;^"^;;*^ness to us without the works of the Law, (without 21,28.
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SEEM, such punctual performances as the Law exacts:)
'— we are delivered from the Law, (as to those effects
vii*.™',^'; 'of i t ; the condemning, discouraging, enslavmg
Gait. i8 ^^>) "^^ cease to be under the Law, (in those respects,) being under grace, being led by the Spirit,
as St Paul tells us. The Law, indeed, is still our
rule, our guide, our governor; we are obhged to
follow and obey it: but it ceases to be a tyrant
over us, a tormentor of us.
I Cor. XV.
Death is also an enemy, (The last enemy, saith
St Paul, which shall be destroyed, is death,) the
enemy, which naturally we most fear and abominate; that which would utterly destroy us.
Actsii. 24.
This enemy our Lord hath vanquished and destroyed: by his death and resurrection he opened
I Cor. XV. the way to a happy immortality; He abolished
Acts xxvi. death, and brought life and immortality to light by
Coi. i. 18. the Gospel: He by his death defeated him that had
Acrsii'i.^' ^^6 power of death; and delivered them, who by
l%im i J^'^'^ ^ death were through their whole life subject
I?- .. to bondage; he pulled out sin, which is the sting
14,15- of death, and reversed the sentence of condenma23. ' ' tion, to which we all stood obnoxious. The wages
of sin (that which we had deserved, and was by
law due to us for it) was death; hut the gift of God
is everlasting life, by Jesus Christ our Lord.
Lastly, Hell (that is, utter darkness, extreme
discomfort, intolerable and endless misery,) the
most dismal of aU enemies, our Lord hath, by the
virtue of his merits, and the power of his grace,
I Thess i P^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^ capacity of avoiding; He hath, as St
i°Paul before told us, delivered us from the wrath
.•^.=5.
to come. 0 hell, where is thy victory? Death and
R G V . XX.
14. " ' hell shall be cast into the lake of fire.
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Thus hath our Lord in our behalf vanquished SEEM.
T V

and defeated every thing that is opposite or prejudicial to our salvation and welfare. Many, indeed,
of these things do in a more immediate, more peculiar, and more signal manner concern the faithful
members of the Christian Church, and are directly
applied to them; yet all of them in some sort,
according to God's design, and in respect to a remote capacity, may be referred to all men. They
are benefits which God intended for all men, and
which all men (if they be not faulty and wanting to themselves) may obtain. How they more
especially appertain to the faithful, we may shew
afterward.

'—

Application.—i Hence ariseth great matter
and cause of glorifying God; both from the thing
itself and its extent; for the magnitude of beneficence is to be estimated, not only according to
the degree of quality, but according to its amplitude of object: to redeem any doth signify goodness, to redeem many doth increase it, to redeem
all doth advance it to the highest pitch; the more
are obliged, the greater is the glory due to the
benefactor.
Hence the earth being full of the goodness of pg. xxxiii.
the Lord, the Lord being gracious unto all, and ^^^ ^
his mercy being over all his works, all creatures
partaking of God's bounty, is so often insisted
upon in those divine hymns, as a ground of praise
to God.
Some do, indeed, speak of glorifying God for
his discriminating grace, as if grace, the narrower
it were, the better it were: but is not selfishness

364

The Doctrine of Universal

Redemption

SEEM, and envy at the bottom of this ? I s not this the
'— disposition of those in the Gospel, who murmured
Matt. XX. — I s thine eye evil because mine is good ?
"'"•''•
I t is dangerous to restrain God's benevolence
and beneficence within bounds narrower than they
really are ; thereby diminishing his glory.
2 H e r e b y is discovered the general obligation
of men to love G o d ; to praise him, to serve him
in sense of his goodness, in regard to his beneficence, out of gratitude toward him. I f God hath
been so kindly affected toward men, and so carefiil
of their welfare, as, for procuring and promoting
their salvation, to provide a Saviour for them, to
design his own beloved Son to that performance,
in prosecution thereof depressing him into so low
a state, exposing him to such inconveniences and
indignities, such crosses and afflictions, how much,
then, are all men obliged to love him, as their
E. V. V. 9. gracious friend and benefactor; to praise and celecob'i^'12. brate him for his favour and mercy, to render all
blessings and thanks unto him! This certainly is
the duty of all, if the redemption in God's design
reach to a l l ; otherwise, in reality, it lieth on few,
ill practice it could scarce touch any. They cannot
bo obliged to thank God for their redemption, who
are not obliged to him for the thing itself; they cannot heartily resent the khidness, who are not assured
that it extends to thorn : and to such assurance
(according to the doctrine of particular redemption) it is certain that very few men, especially of
tlio 1)1'st men, can arrive ; it is a question whether
any men anive tlieivto.
Arcofding to the sense of all men, it is also no
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easy thing to know certainly, whether a man at SEEM.
present be in the state of grace : and he that doth
'—
not know that, cannot (except upon the score of
general redemption) be assured that he is redeemed; and therefore cannot thank God.
It hath been the common doctrine of Christendom for fifteen hundred years together, that no
man (without a special revelation) can in this hfe
be assured of his perseverance, and consequently
not of his salvation; and consequently not of his
election or redemption, in case only they who are
saved are in the design of God redeemed: no man
therefore, without that special revelation, can thank
God heartily for his redemption, as being uncertain thereof, it being a secret reserved in God's
breast.
It is yet a further difficulty, supposing a man
to have a good assurance of his present state, to
be assured of his final perseverance in it: which
he that hath not, cannot (except upon the said
score) thank God for it.
The best men especially, who, out of modesty
and humility, are apt to doubt of their present
state; who studying their hearts, and discovering
many imperfections in themselves; w^ho, reflecting
on their lives, and observing in them many defects,
are apt to question whether they are qualified for
God's favour, or fitted for the future account and
enjoyment of heaven; who, considering the treachery of their hearts, the feebleness of their reason,
the unsteadiness of their resolution, will be apt to
fear they may fall away, will be rendered hence
uncapable to give God thanks for their redemption: only the bold and blind bayards (who usually
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SEEM, out of self-conceit are so exceedingly confident of
'-— their election and salvation) will be able to praise
God for it.
Hence the assurance of salvation happening to
few, and of them to much fewer upon good grounds;
it being necessary to none, it being perhaps (yet
far more probably, according to the general sense
of Christendom) groundless to any; few or none
are capable to render God praise and thanks for
i t : so shall he lose in effect all thanks for the
greatest benefit he did ever confer on mankind.
I t is therefore a dangerous opinion, which checketh their gratitude, which stoppeth their mouths
from praising God, which so depriveth God of his
due praise. I t is much more safe to praise God for
the benefits we conceive we have, but have not,
than to neglect to praise him for that we have.
3 This doctrine doth afford great matter of
comfort. If a man, reflecting on his own heart
and ways (observing in them many blemishes and
defects), is apt to be discouraged, yet it will raise
him to consider, that he is not thereby excluded
from a possibility of salvation, seeing he is assured
of God's favourable inclination, who hath expressed so much good-will and favour toward him
in his redemption; seeing he is persuaded, that he
hath a Saviour so kindly and pitifully affected
toward him; who wisheth him well; who is concerned in his salvation, that he might not be crossed
or defeated in his designs, that he might not lose
the effects of his endeavours, the price of his blood.
But he that seeth himself in so doubtful a condition, as to his own qualifications, and withal
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hath no assurance, that God was ever graciously SEEM.
disposed toward him, cannot but thereby be much
'~
discouraged.
This doctrine therefore is safe and useful; it can
do no man harm; it may do him great good, by
giving him hopes of being assisted and accepted by
his Eedeemer. But the other is dangerous, as
tending to discourage and deject men.
4 This doctrine is a great incitement to the
performance of duty; both as working upon men's
ingenuity, and disposing them in gratitude to serve
God, from the resentment of their obligation for so
great a favour; and as assuring them of acceptance
in case of endeavour to obey. How can he but be
moved willingly to serve God, who hath an apprehension of God's such merciful design to save him ?
of his having done so much in order thereto ?
But how can he be moved to serve God in consideration of such a benefit, who is ignorant of its
being intended him? How can any man apply
himself cheerfully to serve that master, whose favourable inclination toward him, whose readiness
to accept his service, he doubteth of?
The Apostles propound it as a ground of gra- i Cor. vi.
titude, and an obligation to the performance of i Pet. i.
duty, that they are redeemed by Christ; which '^"
supposeth they do all know and believe it.
Supposing Christ is not the Redeemer of all,
but of those only who shall be finally saved, these
grounds of thankfulness and enforcements of duty
cannot properly or pertinently respect all Christians, and, indeed, only those who are sure of their
salvation.
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SEEM.
My thanking Christ for his redeeming me, my
— " •— diligently serving him as my Bedeemer, supposeth
my opinion, and is gounded upon the truth of his
being really so:—I cannot heartily, confidently, or
comfortably do it, except I know it, and am assured thereof; which I cannot do, except Christ
died for all men, or that I am assured of my particular election.
So that either Christ is an universal Saviour, or
the greatest part of Christians are disobliged and
incapacitated reasonably to thank him, to praise
him, to serve him, as they are enjoined to do.
5 I t is a great aggravation of infidelity, of apostasy, of all disobedience, that they who are guilty
of them, do frustrate the designs and undertakings
of Christ, do reject the overtures of his grace, do
abuse the goodness and mercy of their Bedeemer;
it consequently deterreth from those things.
Luke vii.
PJIQ Pharisccs and lawyers rejected the counsel
of God toward them; (God therefore designed then:
good.)
Heix ii. 3.
How shall we escape, that neglect so great salvation ? A salvation which they were capable of,
Acts xiii. which was designed for them, which was offered to
them; otherwise there would have been no danger
in neglecting it, no fault in doing it.
I t is said of the Jews at Antioch in Pisidia,
ver. 46. that they did dnwOe'iaOai, thrust away the Gospel,
(the word of salvation, that was sent them,) judging
themselves unworthy of eternal life: God did thinlc
fit out of goodness seriously to offer it to theiu, but
they did not think fit to embrace it.
Horn. ii. 4.
Despisest thou the riches of God's goodness:^
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How can any man despise that which doth not SEEM.
concern him, which never was offered him, which
'-—
at least he hath no ground of confidence that i t " ''*"^-9extendeth to him?
These things I speak that ye may he saved: so John v.
our Lord saith to those who did not believe in him. ^'^' ^ '
How often have I willed, &c.
Matt.xxiii.
.
37Denying the Lord that bought them.
^Pet. ii. i.
6 It is a great encouragement and excitement
to devotion. Who can be backward of having recourse to his Eedeemer, or of using his mediation ?
Whom will not such an experiment of goodness
invite and encourage ?
But the contrary apprehension must needs damp
devotion, and discourage from it. H e can apply
himself to God but faintly and distrustfully, who
distrusteth whether he hath any Bedeemer or Mediator, or no; who must thus conceive and say to
himself: Perhaps God hath loved me, and perhaps
he never had, nor will have any regard to my
welfare: perhaps Christ died with intention to do
me good: perhaps he never did mean any such
thing: perhaps those expressions of kindness sounding so generally do not include me: perhaps I am
excluded, and only deluded by them. When a
man cannot say to Christ, O my Saviour!—O my
Mediator! &c. nor use his intercession with God
for the procurement of faith, of grace, of any good
thing.
7 It is a ground and motive of charity; there
arising thence a more considerable relation between
all men; being all the objects of Christ's love and
B. S. VOL. IV
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870 The Doctrine of Universal Redemption, (Sec.
SEEM, mercy should endear men to one another; it ren; dereth every man valuable in our eyes, as dear and
precious in God's sight. I t should make his salvation desirable to us.
Tim.ii. I.
Pray for all men, saith St Paul.
The contrary opinion removeth this ground of
charity; and so cooleth it.

Eom. xiv.

8 I t should consequently render us careful to
promote the salvation of others, and fearful to hinder it by ill example, by ill doctrine, by any misbehaviour. So doth St Paul argue, when he saith,
Destroy est thou him for whom Christ died?

15-

9 I t is a piece of justice to acknowledge the
right and interest of every man in his Saviour.
A wrong to exclude any; to confine and appropriate this great blessing; to engross, to inclose a
common; to restrain that by forging distinctions,
which is so unlimitedly expressed.
The undertakings and performances of our Saviour did respect all men, as the common works of
nature do; as the air we breathe in, as the sun
which shineth on us; the which are not given to
any man particularly, but to all generally; not as
a proper inclosure, but as a common—they are
indeed mine, but not otherwise, than as they do
belong to all men.
A gift they are to all equally, though they do
not prove to all a blessing; there being no common
gift, which by the refusal, neglect, or ill use of it
may not prove a curse—a savour of death.

SERMON LXL
THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD, TIDINGS
GREAT JOY.

LUKE I I .

OF

lo.

And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I
bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be
to all people^.

proper business of a festival is spiritual joy,
THEconceived
in our hearts by reflection on some

SEEM,
LXI.

notable blessing conferred on us; accompanied with
a grateful sense and expression, answerable to the
special bounty and mercy of God, in due proportion
to the-nature and degree of that blessing.
Such joy is a duty, or a part of religious devo-1 Thess. v.
tion, required by God, and very acceptable to him: Rom. xii.
for as God would have his servants perpetually p^j-'ji j.^,^,
content, well satisfied, and cheerful in all states,
and upon all occurrences; so he doth especially
demand from us, that we should entertain his
favours with delight and complacence; it being
proper, it being seemly, it being just, so to do: for
since joy is a natural result of our obtaining whatever we do apprehend good, or esteem and affect;
the conception of it is a plain argument, that we
do well understand, do rightly prize, do cordially
like, do thankfully embrace God's favours; as, on
the contrary, a defect of it doth imply, that we do
iSou ydp, evayyeXi^opai

vp'iv xapdv peydXrjV, fjTis earai iravTl T& Xaa '
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SEEM, not mind them, or take them to be little worth,
LXI

-

.

that we do not sensibly relish them, or accept them
kindly. And if ever we are obliged, if ever we are
concerned so to rejoice, then surely it is now; when
the fairest occasion and highest cause of joy that
ever was is presented to us; when certain news
from heaven, and the best that ever came from
thence, of the most admirable, the most glorious,
the most beneficial event, that ever happened in
the world, is in a manner suitably rare conveyed
to u s ; for. Behold, saith the Angel, I bring you
good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.
Upon which words (each whereof is emphatical,
and pregnant with matter observable) we shall first
make a brief descant, or paraphrase, supplying the
room of a curious analysis; then we shall urge the
main duty couched in them.
'llov. Behold: This is a word denoting admiration, exciting attention, intimating assurance:
Behold, and admire; it is no mean, no ordinary
matter, that I report, but a most remarkable, a
very marvellous event: Behold, and attend; it is
a business not to be passed over with small regard,
but most worthy your consideration, of high moment and concernment to you. Behold, and see;
it is no uncertain, no obscure thing; but that
whereof you may be fully assured, as if it were
most evident to your sense, and which by conspicuous proofs shall be demonstrated; in the mean
while you have no slight authority for it: for
Ei'a77eXi'^oMai, Ibringgood tidings: I, an Angel,
a special messenger of God purposely sent on this
errand, that by the strangeness of my apparition I
may excite you to regard it, by the weight of my
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testimony I may incline you to believe it, by the SEEM.
dignity of my nature I may declare the importance
'—
of it; I, a faithful servant of God, and a kind friend
to men, very willing at his command to perform
good offices to them, do bring a message well becoming an angel's mouth, worth my descent from
heaven, and putting on this visible shape: for
Y.vayyeX'iCp\>.ai xa/o"" iJ.eydXnv, I bring good tidings

of great joy: I bring tidings that may gratify the
curiosity of any man, the mind of man naturally
being greedy of news: good tidings; those are
welcome to all men, and apt to yield more pleasure
than any knowledge we had before: tidings of joy;
such as may not only minister a dry satisfaction to
your reason, but sensibly touch your affections, by
the comfortable nature and beneficial tendency of
them: tidings of great joy; as not touching any
indifferent or petty business, but affairs of nearest
concernment and highest consequence to you:
(such, indeed, as you shall understand, which do
concern not the poor interests of this world, not
the sorry pleasures of sense, not any slender advantage of your present life and temporal state;
but your spiritual welfare, your everlasting condition, the future joy and happiness of your souls;)
tidings, indeed, the most gladsome that ever sounded
upon earth, that ever entered into mortal ear:
these I bring
'YjuTi/, to you: to you shepherds; persons of
mean condition and simple capacity, leading this
innocent and humble sort of life, employed in your
honest vocation, undergoing toilsome labour and
sore hardship; witness the open field, witness the
cold season, witness the dark night, in which I find
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SEEM, you watching and guarding your sheep; to you,
'— who could expect no very welcome tidings; who
• are little concerned in any great transactions, and
can have small ambition or hope of bettering your
condition by any changes here; even to you" (not in
the first place to the mighty Princes, to the crafty
Statesmen, to the sage Philosophers, or learned
Rabbles, to the wealthy merchants, or fine citizens,
who now are warm in their houses, enjoying their
ease and pleasure; reposing on their beds, or sitting by their fires, or revelling at their banquets
and sports; but to you) poor, harmless, silly, industrious souls, who well may represent the greater
and better part of mankind; in this surprising and
absolutely free way the gracious Lord of heaven
by me his special minister doth vouchsafe to send
from thence tidings of great joy: which shall be
Matt. XV.
HavTi Tip Xaw, to all people; or rather to all the
Bom.'ix.4.P^^P^^' ^bat is, to God's ancient and peculiar
Luke xxiv. people, in regard to which it is said, I was not
Acts xiii. sent hut to the lost sheep of the house of Israel; to
Isai. ii. 3. that people, I say, especially, primarily, and more
Eom.ix.4! immediately this joy did appertain; it, by a closer
relation to God, and special interest in his promises,
having plainest title thereto; it, from anticipations
of knowledge, faith, and hope, being more capable
to admit such an overture; it, indeed, being the representative of all the spiritual Israel, or faithful
seed of Abraham, for whom the benefits which
these tidings import were designed; to it first,
indeed, but mediately and consequentially to all
Y)G0[)le dispersed on the face of the earth. The ox'' Pauporiiius atque lahonuitibus, non vobis divilibii?. i^'—
Bern, in Nativ. Dora. Serm. v. [Opp. Tom. i. col. 1763 A.]
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pression seemeth adapted to the present conceits SEEM.
of that nation, which apprehended nothing about
'—
God's favourable intentions to the community of
men: but, in effect, it is to be understood extensively
in reference to all people: for the Saviour, the
Christ, the Lord, of whom this good news did report, was not only to be the Redeemer and Governor of that small people, but of the world, of
every nation, of all mankind: here, indeed, we have
iravTl Tu> Xa^, to all the people; but in the Nunc jjukeHii;
dimittis of old Simeon we have TvdvTwv TQ>V Xawv, of
all the peoples: Mine eyes, said he, have seen thy a. 30;
salvation, which thou hast prepared before the face
of all the peoples; A s he was the Glory of his people ii. 32;
Israel; as in him God did visit and redeem that^ActsxHi
his people; so he was made a Light to lighten the fg^j ^lix.
Gentiles, and to be for salvation to the uttermost T' ^^"•.^"
'

-^

I j u k e 11.

ends of the earth: he was the Expectation of Israel; 38but he was likewise the Desire of all nations: he Hag.ii. 7.
was destined to rule in Sion; but the Heathen also MIC V. '2.
were given for his inheritance, and the uttermost
parts of the earth for his possession: he was the isai.xi. 10.
Root of Jesse, which should stand for an ensign of
the people, to vjhich the Gentiles shoidd seek; he was
that royal Person of whom the Psalmist did sing.
Men shall be blessed, in him; all nations shall call PS. ixxii.
him blessed.
He was to be born by nation a Jew, but a man
by nature; the Son of man was a style which he
commonly did own and affect, no less than the Son Matt.i. i.
of Abraham, or of David; he was born indeed under Gai. iv. 4the law, but of a woman; and therefore brother
to us all, as partaker of the same flesh and blood: Heb. ii. 14.
hence he was endued with an human compassion
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SEEM, and with a fraternal affection toward all menLXI

'

' hence was he disposed to extend the benefit of his
charitable and gracious performances unto them all.
Judgea therefore must not engross this angehcal
Gospel; it is of importance most universal and unhmited, reaching through all successions of time,
and all extensions of place; filling all ages and all
regions of the world with matter and with obhgation of joy: hence even by Moses anciently (according to St Paul's interpretation) were all nations
Eom. XV. upon this account invited to a common joy; Rejoice,
Deut.
said he, O ye nations with his people. Hence, in
xxxu. 43. foresight of this event, the holy Psalmist (as the
Ps.xcvii. I; Fathers expound him°) did sing, The Lord reigneth,
let the earth rejoice, let the multitude of the isles he
Isai. liv. i; glad thcrcof: hence. Sing, 0 thou barren, thou that
didst not bear; break forth into singing, and cry
XXXV. I; aloud, thou that didst not travail with child—Tlie
wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad, the
xiii. 10. desert shall rejoice and blossom as the rose—Sing
unto the Lord a new song, and his praise from the
end of the earth, said the evangelical Prophet in regard to this dispensation; in fine, this Angel himself
did interpret his own words, when in concert with
Luke ii. 14. the heavenly choir he sang that anthem. Glory be
to God in the highest; on earth peace; and goodwill toward men: whence we may coUect, that a
peace diffused over the earth, and a good-will extended toward all men, were implied in these tidings
of great joy to all people.
'^ Tr]V rrpoTepav TOV (TWTfjpos eTri(j)dveiav irpoXeyei.—Theouor.

[in

PB. xcvi. Opp. Tom. i. p. 785 c ]
Totum ad Christum revocemus, si volumus iter rectro intelhgentiso tenere.—Aug. in Ps. xcvi. 2. [Opp. Tom. iv. col. 1041 R
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We then are all concerned in these tiding-s, and SEEM.
we may look on them as by this heavenly Evangelist
'—
imparted to us; whence our duty must be to listen
with reverent attention unto them, seriously to
weigh the purport of them, diligently to contemplate the reasons of that great joy, which effectually
should be produced in us by them, as their proper
and due result; to further which practice, let us
take some prospect of this Gospel, whereby it may
appear pleasant, and apt to kindle a sprightly joy
in our hearts. The matter of it is the nativity of
our ever blessed Lord and Saviour Christ Jesus; for.
To you, saith our angel, is horn this day a Saviour, Lukeii.n.
who is Christ the Lord; an occurrence fraught with
all the greatest causes of joy imaginable; as importing innumerable, unexpressibly and unconceivably vast advantages thence springing to us.
It doth minister occasion of rejoicing for all the
blessings which did flow from each of his salutary
undertakings and performances; for all the mercies
purchased by the merits of his obedience, and by
the price of his blood; for all the graces issuing
from his dispensation of the Holy Spirit; for all
the benefits consequent on his illustrious resurrection, ascension, and glorification; as being a good
entrance to them, yea, a great progress in them,
and a certain pledge of their full accomplishment:
for all the work of our redemption was in a manner
achieved, when our Saviour did appear; his incarnation was the great step toward it, as being an
act of the humblest obedience, and of the highest
merit, that could anywise "be performed, for satisfying the justice of God, and winning his favour
toward us. His taking up hfe may well seem more
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SEEM, meritorious than his laying it down, and the chief
^passion which he could ever undergo; his death
• was a passion, great as death could be; his life
also was a continual passion, or exercise of huge
patience: but his birth seemeth to be the greatest
and strangest passion of all; involving the lowest
submission and the deepest suffering. What nobler
sacrifice could there be, than God's offering himself
up to mortality, to infirmity, to slavery? What
obedience can be thought of comparable to that
Heb. x. 7. which he did express, when he said, Lo, I come to
do thy will, 0 God: I came down, not that I might
John vi. do my own will, but the will of him that sent me.
For hipi to descend from heaven, the region of
light and bliss, into this gloomy and sad world;
for him in a manner to divest himself of celestial
majesty, and to assume the form of a servant; for
him to be enclosed in a womb, and to come out
wailing thence, to suck at a breast for life, to be
carried in arms, and laid in a manger, to enter on
a stage of being so very low and homely; for him,
Phil. ii. 7, I say, the Lord of glory, thus to empty and abase
himself^; may not this reasonably be deemed more
than, after his becoming man, to sustain all the
grievances incident to our nature and state? Whence
The very assumption of flesh was, saith St Athanasius, the redemption of all mankind^ He was
'EavToi' eKevaaev—eTanelvwaev
" 'H rrpdaXrjyffis Trjs aapKos -

eavrov.—Phil.
ii. 7, 8.
eXevdepcocris rjv iraarjs Trjs

dvdpwTToTrjTos.—Athan. con. Arian. Orat. ii. [Opp. Tom. i. p. 482 B.J
Vid. con. Apoll. Lib. i. [Tom. i. p. 926 A.]
Avxvov

rjyjre Tyv eavTov

adpKa,

&c.— Greg.

N a z . Or. XXXVIII.

[Opp. Tom. I. p. 672 c ]
Crcatoris ad creaturam dcscensio, credeiitium est ad retcrnaprovectio.—Leo M. de Nat. Serm. v. [Opp. Tom. i. col. 85.]
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at least thence engaged in the way of acting and SEEM.
suffering whatever was needful for our recovery;
1and having gone so far, assuredly he never would
flinch or recoil, but would go through with all; being
come, he would shew himself come to purpose,
leaving no part unfinished of his grand design.
So that as they, who celebrate the birth of a
Prince, do mean thereby to express their joy for all
the good, which they do hopefully presume to enjoy
from his protection and conduct afterward in all his
Hfe; and as they, who welcome the sun-rising, do
imply their satisfaction in the conveniences of his
hght through the whole ensuing day; so may the
nativity of our Lord afford matter of rejoicing for
all the train of mighty blessings which do succeed
it. We may therefore now well consider him born
to instruct us by his excellent doctrine, and to
guide us by his perfect example; born to merit
God's mercy and favour toward us, by an entire
submission to God's pleasure in the whole conduct
of his life, and in the final resignation of it; born
to renew and sanctify our nature, to support and
strengthen us in obedience to God's commandments, to succour us in temptations, to comfort us
in distresses by his grace; born to rear himself
from the grave for confirming our faith, and ensuring our hopes of salvation; born to ascend up
above all the heavens to God's right hand, there
effectually to intercede for us, thence liberally to
dispense all heavenly blessings to us. Well may
we now rejoice, as seeing him come to disclose the
way of happiness, to establish the covenant of grace,
to void all the obstructions, and subdue all the
enemies to our welfare: well may we celebrate this
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birth, as by its virtue blessing the patriarchs, en'-- lightening the prophets, inspiring the martyrs with
faith and courage, enduing aU the saints, that ever
have been, with grace, and crowning them with
glory; so that in this day we have the passion, the
pasch, the ascension, the pentecost, the memorials
of every saint suggested to us'; the joys of all our
festivals do conspire or commence in this; which
is the head and spring, which is the fruitful seed,
which is the hopeful morning of them all. Ilai/ra

SEEM,

TavTa

Tfjs Trapovarjs rjiuiepas "X^apis eaTiv'

avTt]

ydp

rip^e Tcov e(pe^i]s dyaOwv; All these things, saith St
Gregory Nyssen, are the grace of this present day,
for it b^gan the goods which did in order succeed^.
But waving the numberless benefits so consequent on the Nativity, we shall only touch some
of those which have a more formal and close relation thereto.
I pass over the contemplation of that sweet
harmony between the old and the new world; in
which, to our comfortable satisfaction, the sweetest
attributes of God (his goodness, his wisdom, his
fidelity and constancy) do illustrate themselves,
by completion of the ancient promises, prefigurations, and predictions touching this event.
I forbear also to reflect on the happy alteration
and amendment of the world, which our Lord's
coming did induce, by comparing the state of
things before it with that which followed it; the
consideration of w^hich case is very pleasant, and
productive of joy. First then,
OvKovv Kal rd TOV nao";^a KaXa, TOOV nepl Trjv yeveaiv ev(j)r}pi<t>V} pepos

fVrt.—Greg.Nyss. [InDiem Nat. Christ.Orat. Opp.Tom.ii.p.7S4D.]
« M. ibid.
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I Let us consider, that the Nativity doth im- SEEM.
port the completion of many ancient promises, pre'—
dictions, and prefigurations concerning i t ; that
whereas all former dispensations of favour and
mercy were as preludes or preambles to this; the
old Law did aim to represent it in its mysterious
pomps; the chief of providential occurrences did
intimate it; the Prophets often in their mystical
raptures did allude to it, and often in clear terms
did express it"; the gracious designs of God, and
the longing expectations of mankind being so variously imphed in regard thereto; now all is come
to be fulfilled, and perfected in most clear, most
effectual, most substantial accomphshment; now
is sprung up that Seed of the woman, which, ac-Gen. iii. 15;
cording to the first Gospel preached to Adam,
should bruise the serpent's head; now is the mystical Isaac, the miraculous Son of promise, bom;
now is that grant to Abraham, In thy seed shall xxii. 18.
all the nations of the earth be blessed, made good; jg^'"'' '
now is Shiloh come, of whom Jacob forboded, unto f^^- ^^''^•
him the gatherings of the people shall be; now is
that oracle of Moses more than verified, A Prophet Deut.xviii.
shall the Lord your God raise up unto you of your j>,ctaiii. 22;
brethren, like to me; him shall ye hear; now The ''"• ^^Star is come out of Jacob, the vision whereof daz- ^^'^™-^^»^zled Balaam, and stopped him from cursing that
people, in which it should arise; now is that oath
discharged to David, Of the fruit of thy body will Ps. cxxxii.
II.

Luke i. 33^ Sapientia vero et benignitas Dei hac salutiferi operis mora,
capaciores nos SUES vocationis eflfecit: ut quod multis signis, multis
vocibus, multisque mysteriis per tot fuerat secula prsenunciatum,
in his diebus Evangelii non esset ambiguum, &c.—P. Leo. i. de
Nat. Serm. ni. [Opp. Tom. i. col. 76.J
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^Lxi^' ^ ^^^ upon thy throne; now those illustrious pre——^— dictions of Isaiah, There shall come forth a rod
vii. 14;'ix.' out of the stem of Jesse—A virgin shall conceive
Eom.'xi°' *^<^ ^^^^ * son—To us a child is born, to us a son
Jer. xxiii. ^'S^'^'^ew; and the government shall be on his shouls; ...
ders—There shall come out of Sion the deliverer
Zech. iii. 8; and shall turn ungodliness from Jacob, are fully
Ezek." accomplished ; now The righteous Branch, of which
xxx'vii.\^4. Jeremiah and Zechariah spake, is sprouted forth;
Dan. vii. and Ezekiel's One Shepherd, Daniel's Son of man,
Sltt.'ii.'e ^^'^^'^5' ^^'^^ ihe clouds of heaven; Micah's Ruler in
Hag. ii. 7. Israel, whose goinqs forth have been from old; Hag-

Mai. 111. i ;

iv. 2.

.,

^

.

/.

77

.

-»«- 1

°

gai s Desire oj all nations; Malachi's Angel of the
covenant, and Sun of righteousness, have all in truth
appeared: now is that glorious King and Captain
arrived, whom the holy oracles do so magnificently
describe; whom Moses and Joshua, whom David
and Solomon in so many pat circumstances did
Ps. ii. 6; foreshadow ; whom God would set upon his holy
ixxii. II. hill of Sion; The sceptre of whose kingdom is a
16.
mighty sceptre; Who should raise the tabernacle of
i[.
• David that is fallen; Before whom all kings should
jf^s^f^i^'fall down, and whom all nations should serve; Who
^: .
should reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and
of whose kingdom there shall he no end.
Now what can be more delightful, or satisfactory to our mind, than to reflect on this sweet
harmony of things, this goodly correspondence between the old and new world; wherein so pregnant
evidences of God's chief attributes, (of his goodness, of his wisdom, of his fidelity and constancy,)
all conspiring to our benefit, do shine ? Is it not
pleasant to contemplate how provident God hath
ever been for our welfare ? what trains from the
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world's beginning, or ever since our unhappy fall, SEEM.
he hath been laying to repair and restore us ? how
'—
wisely he hath ordered all dispensations with a
convenient reference and tendency to this masterpiece of grace'? how steady he hath been in prosecuting his designs, and how faithful in accomphshing his promises concerning it ?
If the holy patriarchs did see this day, and ^^^ ^'"•
were glad; if a glimpse thereof did cause their
hearts to leap within them ; if its very dawn had
on the spirits of the Prophets so vigorous an influence'', what comfort and complacence should we
feel in this its real presence, and bright aspect on
us! How sensibly should we be aft'ected with this
our happy advantage above them ; the which our
Lord himself then did teach us to estimate duly,
when he said, Blessed are your eyes, for they see; Matt. xiii.
and your ears, for they hear: for verily I say unto
you, that many prophets and righteous men have
desired to see those things which ye see, and have
not seen them; and to hear those things which ye
hear, and have not heard them.
2 Let us consider what alteration our Lord's
coming did induce, by comparing the state of
things before it to that which followed it. The
old world then consisting of two parts, severed by Eph.ii. 14.
a strong wall of partition, made up of difference
in opinion, in practice, in affection, together with
' Non itaque novo consilio Deus rebus humanis, nee sera miseratione consuluit; sed a constitutione mundi unam eandemque
omnibus causam salutis instituit.—P Leo. i. de Nat. Serm. iii.
[Opp. Tom. I. col. 76.]
^ Magnam enim jucunditatem tunc carpebant ipsi sancti Prophetse, cum ea videbant in spiritu, non jam impleta, sed adhuc
futura.—Aug. in Ps. xcvi. [Opp. Tom. iv. col. 1040 E.]
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SEEM, a strict prohibition to one of holding intercourse
'_ with the other.
Actsx. 28.
Qf Qj^g^ and that far the greater part, St Paul
hath given us these descriptions and characters:
Eph.ii. 12; They were aliens from the commonwealth of Israel,
and strangers from the covenant, having no hope,
ii. 3;
and being without God in the world; They were by
nature the children of wrath and of disobedience;
ii. 1,2; Tliey were dead in trespasses and sins, walking
according to the course of this world, according to
the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that
iv. 17, 18, worketh in the children of disobedience; They did
'^'
walk in the vanity of their mind, having their understanding darkened, being alienated from the
life of God through the ignorance that was in them,
because of the blindness of their heart; and being
past feeling, did give themselves over unto lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with greediness;
ii. 3.
They had their conversation in the lusts of the flesh,
fulfilling the desires of the fiesh and of the mind;
Tit. iii. 3. Being foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers
Bph."v. 8. I'^sis ^^^ pleasures, living in malice and envy, hate^°}; "• ^3- ful^ and hating one another. Such was the case,
II- . the dismally wretched case, of the Gentile world;
4. '
such were our forefathers, (such after them of
course, by fatal consequence, should we have been;)
5.
I Pet. iv. they were in their minds blinded with gross igno3rance, and deluded with foul errors; they were in
their wills and affections corrupted with great disorder, perverseness, sensuality, malice; they did
in their conversation practise all sorts of impiety,
iniquity, and impurity; their conceptions of God
Gal. iv. 8. were very unworthy, and their worship answerably
om. 1.29. g^^g]^. ^£^|j of sottish, savage, beastly superstitions;)
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their principles were vain, and their life conform- SEEM.
ably dissolute; in short, they lived under the do
^
mination and influence of wicked spirits, who
thence are styled Lords and Princes of this world, Eph. vi.
of this air, of this secular darkness: even of the john'xii.
wisest among them, (the number of whom, not- ^^CYi. ^'''
withstanding the clatter their writings made, was ^^j^^'X-.^very small and inconsiderable,) of those who by '6.
the conduct of natural light strove to disengage ii. isthemselves from vulgar mistakes and miscarriages, is.
the case was little better; for even their minds
(after all their studious disquisitions and debates)
proved dark and giddy; full of ignorance, of error,
of doubt in regard to the main points of Religion
and of morality; some of them flatly denying the
existence, or (which in effect is the same) the proridence of God; the natural distinction between
good and evil, the spiritual nature and future subsistence of our souls, the dispensation of rewards
and punishments after this life; others wavering
in doubt, or having but faint persuasions about
these matters; few or none having clear notions,
or steady opinions about any such things; whence
their practice, in correspondence to their rules,
must needs have been very loose, or very lame;
so that well might our Apostle say of them, They Eom.i. 21,
wcame vain in their reasonings, SiaXoyiaiuo7s, and
their foolish heart was darkened; professing themselves wise, they became fools; and even as they did
lot like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave
hem over to a reprobate mind, to do those things
mich are not convenient.
As for the other part, or little parcel of men,
he condition of that w^as also very low: if the rest
B. S. VOL. IV.

2.5
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SEEM, of the world did lie in dark night, they did live
- ^-^— but in a dusky twilight; their Religion was much
H^e^.^m.' wrapt up in shadow and mystery; they had but
5;x. I. dilute ideas of God's nature, and scant discoveries
of his will; their law or rule of practice in divers
respects was defective and infirm; they were locked
under the discipline of childish rudiments, suiting
Eom. viii. their raw capacities, and under the bondage of
Gal.iii. 2i; slavish yokes, befitting their stubborn dispositions;
Heb. vu. •vyiiicjj defailances in notion their practice commonly
did outstrip; being fond, corrupt, hypocritical,
void of interior, substantial, and genuine righteousness; as the old Prophets did often complain,
and as our Lord, with his Apostles, did urge.
Such was the state of the world in its parts;
and jointly of the whole it may be said, that it was
Gal. iii. 22. shut up under sin and guilt, under darkness and
32; " weakness, under death and corruption, under sorm. 9,19. j,Q^ g^j^^ ^ ^ g . ^-^^^ ^^ £^|j declaration of God's
pleasure, no clear overture of mercy, no express
grant of spiritual aid, no certain redemption from
the filth or the force of sin, from the stroke of
death, from due punishment hereafter; no encouragements suitable to high devotion, or strict virtue,
were anywise in a solemn way exhibited or dispensed before our Lord's appearance: so that well
might all men be then represented as Cimmerians,
rsai. ix. I. sitting in darkness, in the region and shadow of
Matt. iv.

,6.

1

,,

11

aeatli; weJl may we suppose all ages foregoing to
have teemed with hope and desire of this happy
K.,,n. viii. day; or that, as St Paul saith. The whole creation
(that is, all mankind) groaneth together, and trarailrth together until now ; as labouring with Jiangs
of implicit desire, or under a painful sense of need-

22
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ing a Saviour; well might Isaiah thus proclaim SEEM.
his coming; Arise, shine; for thy light is come,
^
and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. For, Y^l_ ^'^' ''
behold, darkness shall cover the land, and gross
darkness the people: hut the Lord shall arise upon
thee, and his glory shall he seen upon thee. And
the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the
brightness of thy rising: for, now. The Lord hath Ps. xcviii.
made known his salvation; his righteousness hath ^' ^'
he openly shewed in the sight of the heathen. The isai. m. lo.
Lord hath made hare his holy arm in the eyes of
all the nations; and all the ends of the earth do see
the salvation of our God.
Now We are all children of the light, and of the i Thess. v.
day; AU do know God from the least to the greatest; 2'cor. iii.
the rarest, the deepest notions are grown common Heb.^viii.
and obvious; every child is instructed in the highest j ^ ; ^^^^j
truths, every peasant is become a great philosopher, 34(beyond Aristotle, or Plato, or Epictetus,) skilful
of the best knowledge, able to direct his life in the
best way, capable of obtaining the best good.
Now the Spirit of God (the Spirit of direction, Acts u. 17.
of succour, of comfort spiritual) is poured upon all
flesh. Now the grace of God, that bringeth salva- Tit. ii. n.
tion, hath appeared to all men; fully instructing^7" ''^'"'''
them in their duty, and strongly enabling them to
perform it, freely offering them mercy, mightily
encouraging them with hopes of most blessed rewards.
Now Jew and Gentile are reunited and com- Eph. iii. 6;
11. 15*

pacted in one body; walking in the same light,
and under obligation to the same laws; sharing in
a common redemption and inheritance; being inseparably linked together with the bands of faith,
25—2
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SEEM,
L]^^''' ^"
Heb. ix.

of charity, of spiritual fraternity; thus Old things
are passed away, behold all things are become new,
in virtue and consequence of our Lord's appearQj^QQ. jn contemplation of which so great, so general, so happy a change, how can we forbear to
rejoice?
But further, that we may yet more nearly touch
the point,
3 Let us consider, that the nativity of our Lord
is a grand instance, a pregnant evidence, a rich
earnest of Almighty God's very great affection and
I John iv. benignity toward mankind: for. In this, saith St
John iii. John, the love of God was manifested, that God sent
E^'h'^ii hi^ ^^^^y begotten Son into the world: and. Through
Luke i. 78. the tender mercies of our God, sang old Zechariah,
the dayspring from on high did visit us: this indeed is the peculiar experiment, wherein that most
divine attribute did shew and signalize itself The
power of God doth brightly shine in the creation,
the wisdom of God may clearly be discerned in the
government of things: but the incarnation of God
is that work, is that dispensation of grace, wherein
the divine goodness doth most conspicuously display itself How, indeed, possibly could God have
demonstrated a greater excess of kindness toward
' Apparucrat ante potontia in rerum creatione, apparebat sapientia in earum gubernatione; sed biiiignitas misericordia; nunc
maxime apparuit in humanitate.—Bern, in Nativ. Dom. Serm. 1.
[Opp. Tom. I. col. 1744 c.J
Semper quidom divcrsis modis multisque mensuris humane
gcneri bonitas divina consuluit, et plurima providentia; SU.T numera
omnibus retro seculis clerncnter impertiit; sed in novissimis teniporibus omnem abundantiam solita) benignitatis o.xcossit. quando
in Christo, ipsa ad poccatores misericordia, ipsa ad crrantcs Veritas,
ipsa ,ul mortuos vita desccndit, & c . — P . Leo M. do N:it. Serm. iv.
[<»pp. 'I'oMl. I. col. TS]
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us, than by thus, for our sake and good, sending SEEM.
his dearest Son out of his bosom into this sordid
'—
and servile state, subjecting him to all the infirmities of our frail nature, exposing him to the
worst inconveniences of our low condition? What Pa- xxxvi.
expressions can signify, what comparisons can set '
out the stupendous vastness of this kindness ? If
we should imagine, that a great prince should put
his only son (a son most lovely, and worthily most
beloved) into rags, should dismiss him from his
court, should yield him up into the hardest slavery,
merely to the intent that he thereby might redeem
from captivity the meanest and basest of his subjects, how faint the resemblance would be of that
immense goodness, of that incomparable mercy,
which in this instance the King of all the world
hath declared toward us his poor vassals, his indeed unworthy rebels!
And what greater reason of joy can there be,
than such an assurance of his love, on whose love
all our good dependeth, in whose love all our
fehcity consisteth ? What can be more delightful
than to view the face of our Almighty Lord so
graciously smiling upon us ?
Should we not be extremely glad, should we
not be proud, if our earthly prince by any signal
mark would express himself kindly affected to us ?
How much more should we resent such a testimony of God's favour! how worthily may our souls
be transported with a sense of such affection!
4 We may consider our Lord's nativity, as not
only expressing simple good-will, but implying a
perfect reconciliation, a firm peace, a steady friendship established between God and us; or that it
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SEEM, did not only proceed from love, but did also pro^ duce love to us. W e did stand at a great distance,
in estrangement, yea in enmity toward God; our
first parents had by presumptuous disobedience revolted from him; and we, insisting on the footsteps
of their apostasy, continued in defiance of him;
Eom. iii. All men had sinned, and fallen short of the glory
Gai.'li.'^2^2. of God—There was not a righteous man upon earth,
Eccies.
vu. ^j^^^ ^^^ good, and sinned not: whence unavoidably
20,
the wrath of the most holy God was incensed, the
justice of the most righteous Lord was engaged
against us; thence did issue a sad doom, thence a
just sentence of capital punishment was denounced
on us; no pretence of favour, no overture of peace,
no hope of redress did then appear; we nowise
being able to expunge our guilt, to repair our
offences, to recover out of that corruption in mind
and will, which did seal us up to ruin, indisposing
us either to find or to entertain mercy": but our
Lord's coming did appease that anger, did moUify
that justice, did suspend that condemnation, did
Eph. ii.15, close the breach, and slay the enmity; God, as the
Eom. viii. Apostlo speakoth, sending his Son in the likeness oJ
3sinful fiesh, andfor sin did condemn sin in theflesh'':
2 Cor. V.
19.

"" 'Afiwaroj' yeyove rfj (pvcrei, XoyiK^ oxlo'r] Kal eKovfriais apapTTjaairji,
Kal VTTO KarabiKriv davaTOV yivopevr], eavrqv dvaKciXeaacrdai els eXevOf-

plav.—Athan. [con. Apoll. Lib. ir. Opp. Tom. i. p. 944 E,]
'Abvvarov ydp erepcos TO KaOapov KOI dvapdprrjTov eir avopairivrji
(pvereas napabexOrjvai,
el prj Qeds ev o-apKi niaTevoiTO eivai, 0 TTJV
dvapdpTTjTov biKaioa-vvrjV els Koapov elrrayayav, & C . — E p . de I n c a m .

Verbi. [Opp. Tom. 11. p. 34 B.J
° To TOV 'Abdp crvpirTcopa els d(TvyKpiTov dvdaTrjpa Xpiaros avearrf
p-aro, ev opoidpaTi (TapKos apaprias 6(p6els, Kal KaTaKplvas Trjv apapria»

iv Tjj a-apKi.—[con. Apoll. Lib. i. Opp. Tom. i. p. 927 c.J
El be pf] ev TTJ dpapTTjcrdo'i] (f)V(7ei rj dvapapTrjala m<pdr}, Trios KaTeKpiOr)
ij dpapTia ev rf/ crapKi;—[con.
A p o l l . L i b . II. p . 946 A.J
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for how can God now avert his face from us, SEEM.
T VT

whom his only dear Son hath vouchsafed to^
'—
make and own for his brethren ? How can he look
with an eye of displeasure on that nature, wherewith that Son of his love standeth clothed before
him? How can he abide offended with our race, iPet.i.19.
in which pure innocence and perfect obedience are 26.
found, he now appearing with us, and for us, in
whom not the strictest justice nor the shrewdest
malice can descry any fault or blemish"; In whom Msxt. in.
therefore God is thoroughly well pleased ? Since i'/23.
we have Emmanuel, God with us—God manifested \Jf^' *"'
in our flesh—The Lord our righteousness, partaker Jf • ^"^•
of our infirmity, intercessor and advocate for his ^^^iii- '6.
own flesh and blood, ready to do and suffer whatever God pleaseth to require on our behalf, how
can God be against us? Shall God and man persist at distance or disaffection, who are so closely
related, who are, indeed, so intimately united in one
person? Shall heaven and earth retain enmity,
which have so kindly embraced and kissed each
other; since Truth hath sprouted from the earth, Psai.
and righteousness hath looked down from heaven?
Shall the war go on, when the great Mediator and
Umpire of peace is come; Preaching peace to them isai. ix. 6.
that are afar off, and to them that are near? Can Eph.ii. 17.
death any longer reign over us, or our disgrace
and misery continue, now that the Prince of life, ' Cor.ii.s.
the Lord of glory, the Captain of salvation doth^®''-"''"•
appear for our relief?
Now then what can be more worthy of joy,
than such a blessed turn of affairs? How can we
O

'
Ev epol OVK exei oiibev.
John xiv.
Oti;^ evpi(TKQ) ev avTm ahiav.—John

30.
XlX. 6.
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SEEM, otherwise than with exceeding gladness solemnize
'— such a peace ? a peace accorded with him, who in
forces so infinitely doth overmatch us; who at his
pleasure can utterly quell us; who with the greatest
ease, with less than a word of his mouth, can dash
us to nothing, or hurl us down into an abyss of
remediless woe: how can we avoid being extremely
satisfied at the recovery of his favour and friendship, which alone can be the foundation of our
safety and welfare, which is the sole fountain of
all good, of all comfort, of all felicity ?
5 Our Lord's nativity doth infer a great honour, and a high preferment to us: nowise, indeed,
could mankind be so dignified, or our nature so
Eph. iii. advanced as hereby: no wisdom can devise a way
'"' '^' beyond this, whereby God should honour his most
special favourites, or promote them to a nearness
unto himself. For hence we become allied to God
in a most strait afiinity, his eternal Son being
made our brotherP; hence as touching the bloodroyal of heaven we do in dignity o'ertop all the
creation; so that what the Psalmist uttered concerning man is verified in the most comprehensive
Psal. viii. sense; Thou hast crowned him with glory and
Heb. ii. 7, honour, and hast set him over the works of thy
^hands; thou hast put all things in subjection under
his feet: for now the Son of man, being also the
Coi.ii.io. Son of God, is The head of all principality and
^^^l\^^(,\power, is The Lord of all things, is the sovereign
Eph.i.'2i. prince of all the world, is placed Far above all
I Pet. iii.' principality, and power, and might, and donunion,
and every name that is named, not only in this
P 'nvapevos

IlaTpl Kara irvevpa,

Incarn. Opp. Tom. i. p. 888 c.J

rjpiv be Kara

ffdpKa.—Athan.

[do
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world, but also in that which is to come. This is a SEEM.
peculiar honour, to which the highest angels can- '^^^'
not pretend; for. He took not the nature of angels, Heb.ii. i6;
but he took the seed of Abraham; whence those
noble creatures are become in a manner inferior to
poor us; and, according to just obligation, willingly
do adore our nature; for. When God brought his 16.
flrstbegotten Son into the world he said. Let all
the angels qf God worship him. Is not, indeed, our
flesh become adorable, as the true Shechinah, as
the everlasting palace of the supreme Majesty^,
Wherein the fulness of the Godhead dwelleth bodily; Coi. ii. 9.
as the most holy shrine of the Divinity; as the
orb of inaccessible light; as more than all this, if
more could be expressed, or if we could expound
that text. The Word was made flesh, amd dwelt john i. 14;
in us ? IVEay not our soul worthily claim highest "^* ^^'
respect, all whose faculties (being endued with unmeasurable participations of the Holy Spirit) have
been tuned to a perfect harmony with the all-wise
understanding and the most pure will of God?
yea, which hath been admitted into the nearest
consortship, into the strictest union with the eternal Word; hath become an ingredient of him, who
is The wisdom and the power of God ? I t was a i Cor. i.
great dignity that man should be made according to '^'^'
the image of God ; but it is a more subhme glory,
that God should be made after the image of man",
"^ 'H (rdp^ avTov (TVV avra, e6eoXoy^6r).—Id. [Ibid. p. 873 A.J
Totum corpus implet tota divinitas.—P. Leo. i. de Nat. Serm.
^- [Opp. Tom. I. col. 108.J
' Qui cum origini humanse multum dederit, quod nos ad imaginem suam fecit, reparationi nostrse longe amplius tribuit, cum
servili forma; ipse se Dominus coaptavit.—De Nat. Serm. iv. [Opp.
Tom. I. col. 79.1
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^Lxi^' -^^^'^5' ^<^c?e like to us in all things, Kara irdvTa
dfxoiwQels, bating only sin, which is no part of
® •"•'^•us, but an unnatural excrescence, or a deflection
from our nature: how could we be so raised up to
God, as by his thus stooping down to us ? What
can be imagined more honourable to us, than that
God should deem us worthy of such condescension'?
This, this indeed is our exaltation, that God for us
should express not only so vast charity, but so
prodigious humility
A n d is it not good matter of joy to be thus
highly graced? When are men better pleased than
when they are preferred; than especially, when
Psal. cxiii. from the meanest state, from the dunghill, or from
I'sam.ii 8. the dust, they are raised to be set among princes,
and made to inherit the throne of glory? Wherefore this being our case, that we sons of earth,
children of corruption, and brethren of worms, (in
Job xvii. Job's style;) we exiles of paradise, we heirs of
death and misery; we, that by our nature are the
lowest of all intelligent creatures, that by our
Psal. xUx. merits were debased beneath the beasts that perish,
that we are assumed to such relations, that we are
ennobled to such a pitch', that our nature hath
mounted so high above all creatures, with what
enlargement of heart should we entertain a dispensation so wonderful! how welcome should that day
be which doth introduce it!
^ Exultent ergo justi in Domino, ot in laudoin Doi corda crcdentium, et mirabilia ejus confiteantur filii hominum: quoniam in
hoc prsecipue Dei opere humilitas nostra cognoscit, quanti earn
suus conditor ajstiraarit.—Id. Ibid.
' Hie infirmitatis nostrse suscipicns conditionem, propter quos
ad inferna descendit, eosdem in coelestibus coUocavit.—De Nat.
Serm. v. [col. 86.J
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6 Finally, if we survey all principal causes of SEEM.
joy and special exultation, we shall find them all
'—
concurring in this event.
Is a messenger of good news embraced with
joy? Behold the great Evangelist is come, with
his mouth full of news, most admirable, most acceptable: he, who doth acquaint us, that God is
well pleased, that man is restored, that the adver- Rev. xii.
sary is cast down, that paradise is set open, and Joim xiv.
immortality retrieved; that truth and righteousness, L°uke x.
peace and joy, salvation and happiness are de- '^'
scended, and come to dwell on earth; he of whom
the prophet told. How beautiful upon the moun- isai. hi. 7.
.

7
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tains are the feet oj him that bringeth good tidings, Eom. x. 15.
that publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings
of good, that publisheth salvation; that saith unto
Zion, Thy God reigneth; he who doth himself thus
declare the drift and purport of his message; The isai. ixi. r,
spirit of the Lord God is upon me, to preach good Luke iv.
tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up '^' '9the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and opening of the prison to them, that are
hound; to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord;
to comfort all that mourn.
Is the birth of a prince by honest subjects to
be commemorated with joyous festivity? Behold isai. xi. 2.
a Prince born to all the world! a Prince undertak- &Txxil^'
ing to rule mankind with sweetest clemency and
exact justice; a Prince bringing with him all peace
and prosperity; In ivhose days Judah shall bejer.xxm.
saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: who shall
protect us in assured rest and safety; shall secure
us from all danger and mischief; shall achieve
most gallant and glorious exploits in our behalf;
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shall vanquish all the enemies of our welfare;
'•— shall rescue us from the worst slaveries and mischiefs; shall settle us in a most free and happy
Lukei. 71, g^ate : He who bringeth salvation from our enemies, and from the hands of all that hate us;
that, being delivered from, the hands of our enemies, we might serve him without fear, in holiness and righteousness before him, all the days of
our life. Now therefore it is seasonable to cry
Eev. xix. out, Allclujah, fior the Lord God omnipotent reign6,7; XI. IS-g^^. IQ^ y^g ^g gi^^ ^^^ rejoice, and give honour
to him.
Isai. ix. 3.
May victory worthily beget exultation? See
Eev. vi. 2. the invincible Warrior doth issue forth into the
Luke xi. field, conquoring and to conquer: he that shall
Coi. ii. 15. bafl9.e and rifle the strong one, our formidable adJohn vi. Yersary; that shall rout all the forces of hell, and
triumph over the powers of darkness; that utterly
shall defeat sin, and slay death itself; that shall
subdue the world, and lay all things prostrate at
his feet; behold the Captain of our salvation,
arrayed with glorious humihty, and armed with
a mighty patience; see, the great blow is struck,
I John iii. which the infernal powers do stagger; the Devil's
Eom. xvi. pride and envy are abased, all the enemies are
'"'•
amazed, are daunted, are confounded at his presence; they cannot stand, they break, they scatter,
they flee before him.
Eph.ii. 17.
Is a proclamation of peace, after rueful wars, to
be solemnized with alacrity? Behold then everlasting peace between heaven and earth, a general
peace among men, a sound peace between each
good man and himself are settled and published;
the illustrious herald, the noble hostage of them is
SEEM,
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arrived; The Prince of peace himself doth bring all SEEM.
peace unto us,
Is satisfaction of desire and hope very pleasant? ActVx"36!
Behold the Desire of all nations, the expectation qf^^^^- ^^•^•
Israel, he for whom the whole creation groaned. Hag. ii. 7.
is come.
Is recovery of liberty delectable to poor slaves
and captives? Behold the Redeemer is come out of isai.iix.20.
Sion; the precious ransom, sufiicient to purchase ^e!™'^''
the freedom of many worlds, is laid down; unblemished innocence, purity, and perfection appearing in human nature, have procured a releasement
for us; have unlocked the prison of sin detaining Gai.iii. 22.
us, have knocked off the shackles of guilt sorely
pinching and galling our consciences; have wrested
us from the hands of those proud masters, who
claimed a right, who exercised a most tyrannous
power over us"; he is come, that proclaimeth isai. ixi. r.
liberty to the captives, and opening of the prison 18.
to them that are bound; the time is come, of which
the Prophet foretold. The ransomed of the Lord isai. xxx v.
shall return and come to Sion with songs, and ever- '°'
lastingjoy upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and
gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.
Is an overture of health acceptable to sick and
languishing persons ? Behold the great Physician, Luke x. 33.
endued with admirable skill, and furnished with j , ^
infaUible remedies, is come, to cure us of our i Pet. ii.
maladies, and ease us of our pains; to bind up our ^'
wounds, and to pour in balm (the most sovereign
" Nam superbia liostis antiqui non immerito sibi in omnes homines jus tyrannicum vindicabat, nee indebito dominatu premebat, quos a mandate Dei spontaneos in obsequium suae voluntatis
illexerat.—Id. de Nat. Serm. ii. [Opp. Tom. i. col. 70.J
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SEEM, balm of his own blood) into them; to free us, not
'-— only from all mortiferous diseases, but from morisai. bci. I. tality itself: he, who was sent to bind up and heal
ts! ^^^' the brokenhearted; he, who Himself took our infirMatt^vUi^' "^iii^s, and hare our sicknesses; he, of whom the
'7Prophet (in relation to corporal, and much more to
4,5^6. 'spiritual infirmities) did foretell; God will come
Luke'-^^^ and save you; then the eyes of the blind shall be
johnxii. QpQ^jfiQ^^ and the ears of the deaf shall he unstopped;
Acts X. 38. tJiQyi shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the
Eukex. 34.

/

'

tongue of the dumb shall sing; he, whose art no
disease can resist, who is able to cure our most
desperate, our most inveterate distempers; to heal
the corruption and impotency of our nature, to
Ezek.
void the ignorances and errors of our understandEph. ii. 10. ing, to correct the stupidity of our hearts, the
perverseness of our wills, the disorder of our affections, to mitigate our anguish of conscience, and
cleanse our sores of guilt; by various efiicacious
medicines, by the wholesome instructions of his
doctrine, by the powerful inspirations of his grace,
by the refreshing comforts of his Spirit, by the
salutary virtue of his merits and sufferings.
Is mirth seasonable on the day of marriage ?
Behold the greatest wedding that ever was is this
day solemnized; heaven and earth are contracted;
divinity is espoused to humanity; a sacred, an injoei ii. 16. dissoluble knot is tied between God and man; The
Bridegroom is come forth out of his chamber, (\ crbum Dei de utero virginali,) clad in his nuptial
garment of flesh, and ready to wed the church,
Rev.xix.7. his beloved spouse"; Let us therefore be glad and
" In Natali enim Domini, Fratros dilectissimi, quasi in iniptiis
spiritualibus, sponsEe suEe Ecclesise Christus adjunctus est.—Tunc
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rejoice; for the marriage qf the Lamb is come, and SEEM.
his wife hath made herself ready.
!
Is the access of a good friend to be received
with cheerful gratulation ? Behold the dearest
and best Friend of all mankind (most able, most
willing, most ready to perform all good ofiices,
to impart wholesome advice, needful aid, sweet
converse, and seasonable consolation) is arrived
to visit us, to sojourn with us, to dwell in us for
ever.
Is opportune relief grateful to persons in a
forlorn condition, pinched with extreme want, or
plunged in any hard distress? Behold a merciful,
a bountiful, a mighty Saviour and succourer, undertaking to comfort all that mourn, inviting all isai. ixi. 2.
such to receive from him a plentiful supply for
their needs, a comfortable ease in their pressures,
a happy riddance from their calamities; Who crieth
aloud, (eKpa^e,) If any one thirsteth, let him come to John vii.
me and drink: Come to me all ye that labour and fJai.iv. i;
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.
Mltt^xi
Is the sun-rising comfortable, after a tedious, ^s.
darksome, and cold night? See, The Sun of right-M.ai.iv.2.
eousness is risen with healing in his wings, dispensing all about his pleasant rays and kindly
influences: The dayspring from on high hath visited Luke i. 78.
us; diffusing an universal light upon the souls of
men, whereby the night of ignorance is dispelled,
the spectres of error are vanished, the mists of
processit sponsus de thalamo suo, hoc est, Verbum Dei de utero virginali.—Aug. de temp. Serm. ii. [Opp. Tom. v. (App.) Serm. CXTI.
211 D.J
H iraa-Tas, iv fj d Xdyos ivvpc^evaaTO TTJV adpKa.—Procl.

[Horn, in Conc. Eph. apud Bin. Tom. ii. p. 1 c.J
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SEEM, doubt are scattered; whereby we clearly and as'— suredly discern all truths of importance to us, and
worthy of our knowledge; concerning the nature
and attributes, the works and providence, the will
and pleasure of God; concerning ourselves, our
nature and original, our duty and interest, our
isai.ix.i. future state, and final doom: Our light is come,
12; ix. s'; and the glory of the Lord is risen upon us; The
Luke iii. 6; %^^ of the world, the true light, enlightening every
'• ^9man, by whose lustre all flesh may see the salvation
of God, and which guideth our feet in the way of
peace, doth visibly shine forth upon us.
Never, indeed, did heaven with so fair and serene
a countenance smile upon earth, as then it did,
Eev. xxii. when this Bright and morning star, daTtjp Xafnrpos
Kal opBpivds did spring up above our horizon,
bringing this goodly day; and with it shedding
life and cheer among us.
From this auspicious day did commence the
revocation of that fatal curse, by which we were
expelled from paradise, adjudged to death, and
committed to hell; from thence we became reinstated in a condition of hope, and in a fair capacity
of happiness; from thence is to be dated a return
of joy into this region of disconsolateness. In this
nativity mankind was born, or did revive from
manifold deaths; from a legal, a moral, a natural,
an eternal death; from lying dead in irreparable
guilt, and under an insuperable power of sin;
from having our bodies irrecoverably dissolved
by corruption, and our souls immersed into that
XX. 14. second more ghastly death of perpetual incurable
anguish.
I t is in effect therefore the birthday of the
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world''; the beginning of a new, better, eternal life SEEM.
to men, (offered to all, and effectually bestowed on
'—
those who will embrace it,) which we now do celebrate. All reason therefore we have to rejoice
most heartily and most abundantly: as the goods
thence accruing to us are in multitude innumerable,
in quality inestimable, in duration immense; so in
some correspondence should our joy be very intense,
very effuse, very stable; the contemplation of them
should infuse somewhat of that unspeakable joy, iPet.i. 8.
whereof St Peter speaketh ; we should be filled,
according to St Paul's expression, with all joy Eom. xv.
and peace in believing them; we should hold fast, Phii.i.75.
as the Apostle to the Hebrews adviseth, the con- Rom.'xii.'
fidence and rejoicing of hope, grounded on them, "•
firm to the end.
Having so many, so great causes of joy, are we
not very stupid, are we not strangely cross and
perverse, if we neglect so pleasant a duty ?
To conclude: Of all the days that rise upon us,
this undoubtedly is the queen, crowned by God's
own hand with sovereign blessings; God hath
avowed it to be the day of his peculiar making,
and therefore of our special rejoicing; for thus of
old the inspired Psalmist did teach and exhort us
to keep Christmas: This is the day which the Lord Ps. cxviii.
liath made; let us rejoice and be qlad therein.
Matt. xxi.
9. 42.
I Pet. ii. 7.

> It is the birthday of the Church. Generatio enim Christi Actsiv. n .
origo est populi Christiani; et natalis cnpitis natalis est corporis.—
P. Leo. I. de Nat. Serm. vi. [Opp. Tom. i. col. 88.J
Sicut cum Christo in passione crucifixi, in resurrectione resuscitati, in ascensione ad dextram Patris collocati, ita cum ipso sumus
in hac nativitate congeniti.—Id. Ibid.
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LXIL

THE SUFFERINGS OF CHRIST FORETOLD IN
THE OLD TESTAMENT.

ACTS I I I .

i8.

But those things, which God before had shewed by the
mouth of all his Prophets, that Christ should suffer, he
hath so fulfilled.
Yxif • " I V r ^ - ^ ^ ^^^^ arguments there are, different in
—- -'-'-*- kind, which conspire to persuade the truth of
our rehgion; such as are the intrinsic reasonableness, excellency, and perfection of its doctrine; the
miraculous works performed in attestation thereto;
the special favour of Providence declared in the
support and propagation thereof: but upon no
other ground do the Scriptures so much build it.s
truth, and our obligation to embrace it, as upon
the exact correspondence and conformity thereof to
all the ancient Scriptures, which did foreshow or
foretell its revelation and introduction into the
world; to those especially which described the personal characters, circumstances, and performances
of our Lord: to this our Lord, in his discourses
and disputes with incredulous people, referred
Johnv.39. them; Search the Scriptures, said he, because in
them ye expect to have eternal life; (that is, to find
the true way of saving truth leading thereto;)
and those are they which testify of me: by tlii.s he
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instructed and convinced his disciples; Beginning SEEM
from Moses and from all the Prophets, he ex- LXII.
pounded unto them in all the Scriptures the things ^^^l^±^'
concerning himself: and. These (said he to them 37; i- 7°;
presently before his departure) are the words which
I spake unto you, while I was yet with you, that all
things must be fulfilled which were written in the
Law of Moses, and in the Prophets, and in the
Psalms, concerning me: this the Apostles, in all
their preaching, (whereby they taught, proved,
and persuaded the Christian doctrine,) did chiefly
insist upon; Moses, saith St Peter, truly said unto Acta m.
the fathers, yea, and cdl the Prophets from Samuel, ^^' ^'^'
and those that follow after, as many as have spoken,
have likewise foretold of these days; and. To him, x. 43;
saith he again, give all the Prophets witness, that^^l^^}
through his name whosoever believeth in him shallYoi^^l^receive remission of sins. And of St Paul it is ^^'^ xviii.
.

.

.

. 2 8 ;

said, that He mightily convinced the Jews—shewing xxviii. 23.
by the Scriptures, that Jesus was the Christ; and
—he expounded, and testified the kingdom of God,
persuading them concerning Jesus, both out of the
Law of Moses, and out of the Prophets: thus the
chief Apostles and founders of our Behgion in their
pubhc discourses; and in their Epistles they observe the same method; as particularly asserting
Christian doctrines and duties by the testimonies
of prophetical Scriptures, so generally affirming
our Religion to be chiefly grounded on them; 0/iPet.i. 10.
which salvation (saith St Peter, concerning the
salvation exhibited by the Gospel) the Prophets
did inquire, and search diligently, who prophesied
of the grace to come unto you; and (in regard to
the conviction of others) he seems to prefer the
26—2
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SEEM, attestation of this kind before the special revelation
immediately made to the Apostles; for having
2Pet.i. 19. spoken of it, he subjoins, Kai e-^oniev fie^aioTepov
TOV TTpofprjTiKdv Xoyov, We have also a more sure
word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye
do take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a
dark place, until the day dawn, and the day-star
Eom. xvi. arise in your hearts. And St Paul saith, that The
^ '^ '^'^' mystery, which was kept secret since the world
began, was then made manifest, and by the prophetical Scriptures, according to the commandment
of the everlasting God, made known to all nations,
2 Tim. iii. to the obedience of faith; and. The holy writings,
15
he telleth Timothy, were able to make him wise
to the salvation which is by the faith of Jesus
Christ; that is, they were able to shew and persuade to him the truth of Christianity, which
promiseth salvation to all that heartily embrace it
and observe its laws.
Such a stress was laid upon this probation by
the founders of our Religion; and no wonder; for
that it is not only extremely forcible in itself, but
hath some particular uses, and some peculiar advantages beyond others. The foreknowledge of
future contingent events, (such as were many of
those concerning our Saviour, depending upon the
freest acts of human will,) as it is for the manner
of attaining it most incomprehensible to us, so it is
most proper to God, atld by all men so acknowledged; future contingencies being secrets which
no man, no angel, no creature can dive into, they
being not discernible in their causes, which are indeterminate; nor in themselves, who are finite.
The prediction therefore of such events could not
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otherwise than proceed from his pleasure; neither SEEM.
•

•

•

could he yield it m way of favour and approbation
to that which was not perfectly true and good:
this way therefore doth absolutely confirm the
truth and goodness of Christian doctrine; it withal
manifests the great worth and weight thereof, as
implying the particular regard and care God had
of it, designing it so anciently, laying trains of
Providence toward it, and preparing such evidences
for the confirmation thereof; it together into the
bargain maintaineth the truth of the Jewish dispensation, the sincerity of the ancient Patriarchs
and Prophets, and the vigilant care the divine
goodness hath always had over the state of Religion,
and toward the welfare of mankind; never leaving
it destitute of some immediate revelations from
himself I t had a peculiar aptitude to convert the
Jews, who were possessed with a full persuasion
concerning the veracity and sanctity of their ancient Prophets; and could not therefore doubt
concerning the truth of that, which appeared conformable to that, which they had foretold should
be declared and dispensed for their benefit. This
probation also hath this advantage, that it, singly
taken, doth suffice to convince; whereas others can
hardly do it, otherwise than in conjunction with
one another, and especially with its aid: for the
goodness of the doctrine may be contested in some
points; and however good it seem, it may be imputed to human invention: strange effects may be
deemed producible by other causes beside divine
power; and they may be suffered to be done for
other ends than for confirmation of truth; they are
also commonly transient, and thence most liable

LiXII

1
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^1^1^' *° doubt. Providence also is in many cases so
mysterious and unsearchable, that the incredulous
wiU never allow any inferences to be drawn from
it: but the plain correspondence of events to the
standing records of ancient prophecies (obvious
and conspicuous to every one that will consult and
compare them) concerning a person to be sent by
God, who should have such circumstances, and be
so qualified, who should in God's name preach
such doctrines and perform such works, is a proof,
which alone may assure any man, that such a
person doth come from God, and is, in what he
declareth or doeth, approved by him: no counterfeiting . can here find place; no evasion can be
devised from the force of this proof
This way therefore of discourse our Lord and
his Apostles (whose business it was by the most
proper and effectual methods to subdue the reasons
Eom. i. 5. of men to the obedience of faith and entertainment
of Christian truth) did especially use; as generally
in respect to all things concerning our Lord, so
particularly in regard to his passion; declaring it
to happen punctually according to what had been
foreseen by God, and thence foreshowed by his
Luke xviii. Prophets, rightly understood; He took the twelve,
^'' ^''' ^^' saith St Luke of our Lord, and said unto theni,
Behold, we go up to Jerusalem, and all things that
are written by the Prophets concerning die Son oJ
man shall he accomplished: for he shall be delivered
unto the Gentiles, and shall be mocked, and .pitefiully entreated, and spitted on; and they shall
scourge him, and put him to death. And again,
after his resurrection, he thus reproves his di.sit^eT
ciples; 0 fools, and slow of heart to believe all that
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the Prophets have spoken: ought not Christ to have SEEM.
suffered these things, and to enter into his glory ?
1They did not then (partly being blinded with prejudice, partly not having used due industry, and
perhaps not excelling in natural capacity; however, not yet being sufficiently enlightened by
divine grace) apprehend, or discern, that, according to the prophetical instructions, our Lord was
so to suffer; but afterward, when He had opened Luke xxiv.
their understanding, that they might understand the '^^'
Scriptures, they did see, and specially urge this
point: then St Peter declared, that The Spirit ofiPet.i.n.
Christ, which was in the Prophets, did testify beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that
should follow; then it was their manner to reason
(as is said of St Paul) out of the Scriptures, Open- Acts xvii.
ing and alleging that Christ must needs have suf ^'^f'23.^^'
fered: Saying none other things than those which
the Prophets and Moses did say should come, that
Christ should suffer; Delivering first of all, that i Cor. xv.
Christ died for our sins, according to the Scriptures: ^'
this is that which in my text St Peter doth insist
upon, affirming about the passion of Christ, that
it not only had been predicted by one, or more,
but foreshowed by an universal consent of all the
Prophets; to illustrate and confirm which assertion
of his, is the scope of our present discourse: to
perform which, after having briefly touched the
state of the matter in hand, we shall apply ourselves.
That the Messias was to come in an humble and
homely manner; (without appearance of worldly
splendour or grandeur;) that he was to converse
among men in a state of external poverty and
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meanness; that he was to cause offences, and find
'— opposition in his proceedings; that he was to be
repulsed and rejected, to be hated and scorned, to be
disgracefully and harshly treated, to be grievously
persecuted and afflicted; yea, that at last he was
to be prosecuted, condemned, and executed as a
malefactor, is a truth indeed, which the Jews
(although they firmly believed and earnestly expected the coming of a Messias) did not, and indeed were hardly capable to entertain. It was a
point repugnant to the whole frame of their conceits; yea, inconsistent with the nature and drift
of their Religion, as they did understand it; for
their Religion in its surface (deeper than which
their gross fancy could not penetrate) did represent
earthly wealth, dignity, and prosperity, as things
most highly valuable; did propound them as veryproper, if not as the sole rewards of piety and
obedience; did imply consequently the possession
of them to be certain arguments of the Divine
good-will and regard: they could not therefore but
esteem poverty, affliction, and disgrace, as curses
from heaven, and plain indications of God's disfavour toward those on whom they fell: they particularly are said to have conceited, that to be rich
was a needful qualification for a prophet; (no less
needful, than to be of a good complexion, of a good
capacity, of a good conversation and life:) Spirit us
Dei non requiescit super pauper em, Tlie Spirit oJ
God doth not rest upon a poor man; (that is, no
special communications of grace, or of wisdom .-md
goodness, are by God ever afforded to persons of a
low and afflicted condition;) being a maxkn which
they had framed, and which currently passed among

SEEM,
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them: that he therefore, who was designed to be SEEM.
so notable a prophet; who was to have the honour
'—
of being so special an instrument of promoting
God's service and glory; who therefore should be
so highly favoured by God, that he should appear
despicable, and undergo great afflictions, was a
notion that could not but seem very absurd; that
could not otherwise than be very abominable to
them. They had further (in congruity to these
prejudices, abetted by that extreme self-love and
self-flattery, which were peculiar to that nation)
raised in themselves a strong opinion, that the
Messias was to come in a great visible state and
power; to achieve deeds of mighty prowess and
renown; to bring the nations of the world into
subjection under him; and so to reign among them
in huge majesty and prosperity. When Jesus
therefore (however otherwise answerable in his
circumstances, qualifications, and performances, to
the prophetical characters of the Messias) did first Matt. xvi.
appear such as he did, with some pretences, or intimations rather, that he was the Messias, their
stomach presently rose at it; they were exceedingly
scandalized at him; they deemed him not only xiii.57;
a madman, (one possessed or distracted) and an
impostor, but a blasphemer; for no less than blasphemy they took it to be for so mean and pitiful
a wretch (as to their eyes he seemed) to assume
unto himself so high a dignity, and so near a
relation unto God, as being the Messias did import.
We even see the disciples themselves of our Lord
so deeply imbued with this national prejudice,
that, even after they had avowed him for the
Christ, they could scarce with patience hear him
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SEEM, foretelling what grievous things should befall him:
'— St Peter himself, upon that occasion, even just after
he seriously had confessed him to be the Christ,
Matt. xvi. Did, as it is expressed, take him, and began to
rebuke him, saying. Be it far from thee, Lord: yea,
presently after that our Lord most plainly had
::x. 21,25. described his sufferings to them, they could not
forbear dreaming of a kingdom, and of being
grandees therein: yea, further, even after our
Lord's passion and resurrection, this fancy still
possessed them; for even then they demanded of
Acts i. 6. him, whether he would at that time restore the
kingdom unto Israel; meaning such an external
visible kingdom.
Hence of all things, notifying the Messias, this
seemeth to be the only particular, which in general
the Jews did not, or would not see and acknowledge ; and this caused them to oversee aU other
glorious marks, how clearly soever shining in and
about the person of Jesus: this cloud hindered
them from discerning the excellency of his doctrine,
from regarding the sanctity of his life, from being
duly affected with the wonderfulness of his works,
from minding, or from crediting all the testimonies
from heaven ministered unto him; this, as St Paul
I Cor. i. telleth us, was the main scandal, which obstructed
Acts xiii *^®i^ embracing the Gospel. As it was their igno27; iii. 17. ranee or error in this point, which disposed them
2i.°'"'" to persecute our Lord; (Nisi enim ignoratus, nihd
I Cor.ii.8. scilicet pati posset, as TertuUian saith"; If they had
known, they would not have crucified the Lord oJ
glory, saith St Paul;) so it was that which maintained their obstinate hatred of his name and
" Adv. Marc. m. 6. [Opp. p. 399 D.J
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memory; although graced with so illustrious tes- SEEM.
timonies of divine power and providence.
L.
We cannot therefore here, as in other particulars concerning our Lord, allege the general consent of God's people in expounding the Prophets
according to our sense, this being one of those
points, in respect to which the Prophets themselves
did foresee and foretell their perverse stupidity and
incredulity"; that they should look, and not see; igai. vi. 9.
hear, and not understand; yielding herein special ^^**' ^"''
occasion to that complaint. Who hath believed owr ^^*•'^"•^•
report ? Yet, notwithstanding their affected and xxviii. 26.
culpable blindness, there is no particular concerning the Messias in the ancient Scriptures, either
more frequently in way of mystical insinuation
and adumbration glanced at, or more clearly in
direct and plain language expressed; or which also
by reasonable deduction thence may be more
strongly inferred than this.
I say, first, it is frequently glanced at by
mystical insinuations; for explaining the intent of
which assertion, we shall premise somewhat, which
may serve to declare the pertinency of many citations produced out of the ancient Scripture in the
New Testament; the which, together with others
connected with them, or bearing just analogy to
them, we also, being assured of their design by the
authority of our Lord and his Apostles, may safely
presume after them to apply to the same purposes.
We may then consider, that the all-wise God,
{Who worketh all things after the counsel of ^^SEph.i. n.
own will, and to whom all things are present,) Tit. i. '2.
having before eternal times, as St Paul speaketh, ' '^'"'-"' ^•
*• Vid. Tertull. ibid.
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SEEM, determined in due time to send the Messias, for
LXII
accomphshing the greatest design that ever was to
iii^ 9?' ^' be managed in this world, (that which should
Eom. XVI. ]3j.jjjg the highest glory to himself, and procure
Col. i. 26. the richest benefits to the principal of his creatures
here,) did by his incomprehensible providence so
order things, that aU the special dispensations preceding it should have a fit tendency and an advantageous reference thereto; so that, when it came
upon the stage, it might appear that the main of
the plot consisted therein; and that whatever was
acted before had principally a respect thereto. As
therefore from the beginning of things God did in
a gradual method make real preparations towards
it, by several steps imparting discoveries of his
mind about it, or in order thereto, (somewhat to
Adam himself, more to Abraham and the Patriarchs, somewhat further to Moses, much more yet
to divers of the Prophets among his chosen people,
who not only foretold largely concerning it, but
delivered divers kinds of instruction conformable
to it, and conducible to the promoting and entertainment thereof,) so he did also take especial care
by many apposite representations, (vor)Td QewprifxaTa, intelligible spectacles", or objects of mental
speculation, Eusebius caUeth them,) handsomely
inserted into all his dispensations, to set it out,
and to insinuate his meaning about it; that so it
might at length shew itself with more solemnity,
and less surprise: the most eminent persons therefore, whom he raised up, and employed in his
affairs, tending to that end, as they did resemble
the Messias, in being instruments of God's par" Euseb. Hist. Eccl. i. 2. [Tom. i. p. 9.J
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ticular grace and providence, (being, indeed, inferior SEEM.
Christs and Mediators, partial Saviours and Redeemers of his people, as they are sometimes called); ilai.^Iiv.t.
so they were ordered in several circumstances of S^*^?-.T?"-^"

J

_

_

_

Gal. 111. 19.

their persons, in divers actions they performed, in ^eh. ix.
the principal accidents befalling them, to represent Acts vii.
him: (becoming elKoviKol XpiaTol, Christs in image^,
as Eusebius again styleth them:) the rites also and
services of Religion instituted by them in God's
name were adapted to the same purpose; they and
all things about them, by God's especial direction Heb.viii. sand wise care, being fitted so as to be congruous 40.
emblems and shadows prefiguring Christ, and
whatever appertained to him'": thus was Adam,
as St Paul calleth him, A type of Christ; and Abel, Eom. v.14.
Melchisedec, Isaac, Moses, Joshua, David, Solomon, Zorobabel are intimated to have been such ;
the most signal things done by them, or befalling
them, having been suited to answer somewhat remarkable concerning him; so that we may say of
them all, as the Apostle to the Hebrews did of the
Jewish priests. They served to the subindication Heb.viii. 5.
and shadowing of heavenly things^ In David jer. xxx. 9.
particularly this relation is so plain, that because Ez°ek!"' ^'
thereof, in the Prophets Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and ^^^'J^^|A
Hosea, the Messias is called by his name, as if he H, 25were revived in the Messias. It, indeed, well
suited the dignity of this great personage, and the
importance of his business, that he should have Heh.yiii.5;
X . I * ix. '?-^.

appointed so notable heralds and harbingers to go ' '
^ [Ovs Kal avTovs vevpari 6ei<o npo(pfJTai XP^""'^^^' (IKOVIKOVS Tivas
XpiaTovs OTreipyd^ovTO.—I. 3 . T o m . I. p . 12.J

•^ Vid. Euseb. ibid.
OiTJi/es VTTobeiypaTi Kal aKid Xarpevovai

viii. 5.

TCOV iTrovpavloiv.

Hcb.
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SEEM, before his face ; furnished with conspicuous ensigns
and badges denoting their relation to him. It
Coi.ii!'i\t was proper, that God should appear to have had
always an express regard toward him: it consequently doth serve to our edification; for that we
duly comparing things, and espying this admirable
correspondency, may be instructed thereby, and
established in our faith; may be excited to the
admiration of God's wisdom, so harmoniously connecting things, and of his goodness, so provident
for our welfare ; may also be induced thereby the
more highly to adore the Messias, and to esteem
his design: such uses St Paul signifieth, when,
having compared divers things concerning Moses
I Cor. X. to things concerning Christ, he saith, All these
iTei.i. 12. things happened, as types, and they were ivritten
for our admonition, on whom the ends qf the world
are come.
I t is also (both for illustration and proof of
these things) to be observed, that because those
eminent servants of God were representatives of
Christ, many things are spoken of them, as such;
many things are ascribed to them, which only, or
chiefly, were intended of him; their names are
used as veils to cover divers things concerning
him, which it seemed to divine wisdom not so convenient, in a more open and clear manner, to disclose promiscuously to all men. That this observation is true; that, I say, under the names of
persons representing Christ (or of things, we may
add, adumbrating his things) many things are intimated principally concerning him and his dispensations, may be collected and confirmed from hence,
that many things are attributed to persons (and
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to things also) which do not agree to them ; many SEEM.
things were promised which appear never accom- '^^^^'
plished, except after an improper and hyperbolical
manner of expression, or according to an enormous
wideness of interpretation; such as do not well
seem to suit the nature of true histories and serious
promises: thus, for instance, many things are foretold concerning the large extent and prosperous
state of the Jewish Church ; which history and isai. xxv.
experience do testify never (according to strict- ^' ^'
ness of literal acception, yea not in any tolerable
degree, near the height of what the words import)
to have come to pass: thus also, as the Apostle to Heb. x. 4.
the Hebrews argueth, effects are attributed to the
Jewish rites and sacrifices, which according to the
nature of things cannot belong to them, otherwise
than as substitutes and shadows of things more
high in substance and efficacy: thus also what is pg ^iv.
with solemn oath promised to Solomon (concerning J™\:. ^^
the vast extent and endless duration of his empire
in righteousness, peace, and prosperity; together
with his mighty acts, and successful achievements)
doth not appear directly in any competent measure
to have been accomplished : thus also David (as ^^.^.g;; ^p.
St Peter in the second of the Acts observeth, and
groundeth his argumentation on it) speaketh divers
things of himself, which cannot be conceived properly and literally agreeable to him : such things
therefore (having some truth under them) are
reasonably supposed to be intimations of somewhat appertaining to the future more perfect state
of things under the Messias; to concern him (who
was to be The end of the law) and his dispensation, Eom.x. 4.
which was to be the accomplishment of all things 37.
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SEEM, predicted and presignified: this is that which St
1_ Austin signifieth, when he saith of Christ, that
i^Pet.i. 10, ^^-^ a?Z the promises of the Jewish nation, all
their prophecies, priesthoods, sacrifices, their temple,
and all their sacraments whatever did resound,
or express^.
Neither are these things only said according to
suppositions assumed in the New Testament; but
they agree, as to their general importance, to the
sense of the ancient Jews, who did conceive such
mysterious references often to lie couched under
the letter of the Scriptures: they did suppose everywhere a Midrash, or mystical sense; which they
very studiously (even to an excess of curiosity and
diligence) searched after: it was a constant and
confident opinion of their doctors, that aU things in
Moses's law were typical'', and capable of allegorical
exposition ; and Philo's writings (composed immediately after our Saviour's times) do shew that
opinion then to have been passable. We have also
several instances and intimations thereof in the
New Testament: neither is it probable, that our
Lord and the Apostles would, in their discourses
and disputations with the Jews, have used this way
of alleging and interpreting passages of Scripture, if they in general had not admitted and approved it.
Why God should choose to express matters
of this nature in such a manner, we need not to
8 Quem Christum—omnia gentis illius promissa, omnes prophetise, sacerdotia, sacrificia, templum, et cuncta omnino sacramenta sonuerunt.—Aug. ad Volus. [Ep. cxxxvii. Opp. Tom. ii.
col. 408 E.J
^ Vid. Capell. in Exerc. ad Zohar. [Comment, ot Notre Crit.
p. 310 et seqq.—Amst. 1689.J
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determine'; it might be perhaps for reasons only SEEM.
known to himself, above our ken or cognizance:
'~
yet divers probable reasons may be assigned for
it, yea some more than probable, seeing they are
expressed or hinted in Scripture. I t might be for
a decent and harmonious discrimination of times,
of dispensations, of persons; it might be from the
depth of things to conciliate reverence to them,
and to raise the price of knowing them, by the
difficulty of attaining thereto; it might be by ex-Eev. ii. 7;
ercise to improve the understandings of men, to xvii. 9.'
inflame their desire, to excite their industry, to ^ x*xi\^"5.
provoke their devotion, to render them modest and ^an. ix. i.
•i

^

'

^

Johnv. 39.

humble; it might be for occasion to rew^ard an Luke xxiv.
honest and diligent study of God's word, and toiCor. xii.
convey special gifts of interpretation; it might Ep'^T. 9,'
be to conceal some things from some persons J^^^^ xm.
unworthy or unfit to know them, especially from'?.'g^-'^'
haughty and self-conceited persons; it might be to 1 ^or. u. 8.
use the ignorance of some as a means to produce
some great events; such as was the misusing and
persecuting our Lord : for such reasons it might
be, and there is no good reason against it; for it
cannot be supposed necessary, that all things should
be plainly discovered at all times, and to all persons; it is evident that some things are couched
in parabolical and mysterious expressions ; it is Gai. iy. 4.
particularly the manner of prophetical instruction iTim!ii.6!
frequently to involve things, the full and clear
knowledge of which is not congruous to every
season, nor suitable to every capacity; but reserved
for times, and persons, for which the divine wisdom
only knows them most proper.
' Vid. Chrys. Opp. Tom. vi. pp. 649, 6.58.
15. S. VOL. IV
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SEEM.
These things being thus premised, we come to
^ our particular case, and say, that (according to
what our Lord and his Apostles teach) the Messiah's being to suffer was in divers passages of the
ancient Scripture prefigured. Supposing the thing
itself determined to be, there are peculiar reasons,
why it rather so, than in a more open manner,
should be represented, contained in those words of
TertuUian"^: The sacrament indeed, saith he, of
Christ's passion ought to have been figured in the
(ancient) predications; forasmuch as that the more
incredible it was [if it should have been preached
nakedly,) the more offensive it would have been;
and the more magnificent it was, the more it was
to be overshadowed, that the difficulty of understanding it might be cause of seeking of God's grace.
Supposing it also that it should be, it is plain that
the passages about Abel, Isaac, Josias, Jeremy,
and the like, may congruously be applied thereto;
that the elevation of the brazen serpent, and the
slaying the paschal lamb may appositely represent
it; the Jewish priests, with all their sacrifices, may
also with reason be brought in, and accommodated
thereto: these things, indeed, by themselves solitarily are not apt peremptorily to evince that it
should be; yet do they handsomely suit it, and
adorn the supposition thereof; according to the
notion premised about the figurative relation between the matters of the old world before the
Messias, and the new one after him. But with a
^ Utiquo sacramentum passionis ipsius fifjurari in pra^dicationibus oportuerat, (juantoque incrodibile, tanto magis scandalum
futurum, si nude pra3dicarotur: quantoque inagiiificum, tanto magis
obumbrandum, ut difficultas intellectus gratiam Dei qufereret.—
Tertull. adv. J u d . cap x. [Opp, p. 19r> o.j
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clearer evidence and stronger force we may affirm, SEEM.
that the Messiah's sufferings were implied in the
"—
afllictions ascribed to his representative, king
David, such as he in several Psalms (in the 35th,
69th, 109th, II8th, and especially in the 22d
Psalm) describeth them; wherein divers passages, expressing the extreme sadness and forlomness of his condition, occur, which by the
history of his life do not so well, according to
the literal signification of words, appear congruous
to his person; which therefore there is a necessity, or at least much reason, that they should
be applied to the Messias, whom that holy king
did represent.
Which being admitted, comparing the passages
we find there to that which befell Jesus, we may
observe an admirable harmony; there being scarce
any part of his affliction in his life, or any circumstance thereof at his death, which is not in
express and emphatical terms there set out. There
we have expressed his low and despicable estate;
/ am a worm, and no man; the reproach of men, Pa. xxii. 6;
and despised of the people:—the causeless hatred
and enmity of the populacy and of the great ones
toward him; They that hate me without a cawse ixix. 4;
are more than the hairs of my head; they that dx. 3; '
would destroy me, being m.,ine enemies wrongfully,
are mighty; they compassed me about with words
of hatred, and fought against me without a cause:
—the ingrateful requital for all the good intended
and performed by him; They rewarded me evilxxxv. 12;
for good, and hatred for my love:—their rejecting
tim; The stone which the builders refused is be- cxviii. 22.
come the head stone of the corner:—their insidious
27—2
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SEEM, and calumnious proceedings againgthim; Without
- - cause have they hid for me their net in a pit, which
s. xxxv.
^^-^^^^^ cause they have digged for my soid. And,
CIX.
^'
False witnesses did rise up; they laid to my charge
things that I knew not. And, The mouth of the
wicked and the mouth of the deceitful are opened
against one; they have spoken against me with a
lying tongue:—their bitter insulting over him in
XXXV. is; his affliction; But in mine adversity they rejoiced,
and gathered themselves together; yea, the cdjjects
gathered themselves together against me: They persecute him whom thou hast smitten, and they talk
to the grief of those whom thou hast wounded: KUI
eirl

TO dXyos

TWV Tpav/naT<Dv fxov TrpoaeOrjKav, ana.

to the smart of my wounds they have added; (say
the LXX.)—their scornful reviling, flouting, and
xxii. 7,8; mockiug him; All they that see me laugh me to
scorn; they shoot out the lip, they shake the head,
saying. He trusted in the Lord that he would deliver
him; let him deliver him, seeing he delighteth in
cix. 25; him. And, / became a reproach unto them; when
^l^f'^^' they looked upon me, they shaked, their heads:
They opened their mouth wide against me, and
said. Aha, aha, our eye hath seen it. 'ETre'tpaadv nf,
e^ejuvKTrjpKxav

(xe fxvKTr/piafxdv,

efipv^av

eir

efxe

TOVS

d^dvTas ai/Twv; They tempted me, they extremely
mocked me, they gnashed their teeth upon me:—
—their cruel and contemptuous usage of him;
xxii. if., Dogs have compa.'<s<d me; the assembly of the
'"
wicked have enclosed vie; they pierced' my hands
and my feet. I may tell all my J>oncs; they look
and .'<tare upon, me:—their abusive dealing with
him, wliun he in his distress called for some
ixix. M. rcfresliment; They gave me gall far )ny meet, and
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in my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink:—their SEEM.
LXII.
disposal of his garments upon his suffering; Tliey
part my garments among them, and cast lots upon igj''™'
my vesture:—his being deserted of his friends
and followers, and thence destitute of all consolation ; / am become a stranger unto my brethren, ixix. 8,20;
and an alien unto my mother's children; I am
full of heaviness; and I looked for some to take
pity, but there was none; and for comforters, but
I found none:—the sense of God's withholding
his favour and help; My God, my God, why hastxxn. i;
thou forsaken me ? why art thou so far from help- ^^^•''^'
ing me ?—his charitable disposition and demeanour
toward his enemies and persecutors; But as for xxxv. i^,
me, when they were sick, [when they did trouble '''"
me, ev T(p avTovs Trapevoy^Xe'iv /uot; s a y t h e

LXX.)

my clothing was sackcloth: I humbled myself with
fasting, and my prayer returned into my own
bosom. I behaved myself as though it had been
my friend or brother; I bowed down heavily, as
one that mourneth for his mother. Which passages, and the like, how patly and punctually they
do square to respective passages in the Gospels,
I need not to shew; we do, I presume, all of
us well enough remember that both most doleful
and comfortable history, to be able ourselves to
make the application.
But there, further, are not only such oblique intimations, or significations of this matter, shrouded
under the coverture of other persons and names;
but very direct and immediate predictions concerning the Messiah's being to suffer, most clearly
expressed : that whole famous chapter (the 53d) isai. hii.
of Isaiah doth most evidently and fully declare
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SEEM, it, wherein the kind, manner, causes, ends, and
'— consequences of his sufferings, together with his
behaviour under them, are graphically represented:
isai.iiii. 2; his appearing meanness; He hath no form nor
comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no
beauty that we should desire him:—the disgrace,
contempt, repulses, and rejection he underwent;
ver. 3; He is despised and rejected of men—we hid our
faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed
ver. 3, 4; him not:—his afflicted state ; He is a man of
sorrows, and acquainted with grief; we did esteem
him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted:—the
-^er. 4,5; bitter and painful manner of his affliction; He
was strifiken; He bare stripes; He was wounded
and bruised:—his being accused, adjudged, and
ver. 8,12; condemned as a malefactor; He was taken from
prison and from judgment—he was numbered
among the transgressors:—his death consequent;
He poured out his soul unto death; he was cut off,
out of the land of the living:—the design and
end of his sufferings; they were appointed and inflicted by divine providence for our sake, and in
our stead; for the expiation of our sins, and our
ver. 10,5, salvation ; It pleased the Lord to bruise him; he
'^' ' ' '^' hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his
soul an offering for sin^—he was wounded for our
transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities:
the chastisement of our peace was upon him, and
with his stripes we are healed—surely he hath borne
our griefs, and carried our sorrows—for the transgression of my people he was stricken—the Lord
hath laid on him the iniquities of us all:—his
sustaining all this with a willing, quiet, humble
ver. 7. patience, and perfect meekness; He was oppres.'^ed.
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and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; SEEM.
he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a
1sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he opened
not his mouth:—his charitable praying for his
persecutors, and designing their welfare. He made isai. hii.
intercession for the transgressors:-—the blessed '
consequences and happy success of his sufferings,
in the conversion and justification of men; in performing God's will and work; in being satisfied,
rewarded, and exalted himself; He shall see ^^s ver. lo, n,
seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure
of the Lord shall prosper in his hand. He shall
see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied:
by his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify
many:—/ will divide him a portion with the great,
and he shall divide the spoil with the strong: which
passages, as they do most exactly suit unto Jesus,
and might in a sort constitute a true historical
narration of what he did endure, together with
the doctrines delivered in the Gospel concerning
the intents and effects of his sufferings, so that
they did, according to the intention of the Divine
Spirit, relate to the Messias, may from several
considerations be made apparent; the context and
coherence of all this passage with the matters
precedent and subsequent, the which plainly do
respect the Messias and his times, do argue it;
How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet offii- 7,13;
him that bringeth good tidings! and. Behold, my
servant shall deal prudently, &c. are passages immediately going before; to which this chapter is
knit in way of continuation; and immediately after
it doth follow, Sing, O barren, thou that didst not Uv. i, &c.
bear, &c. being a no less perspicuous than elegant

424

The Sifferings

of Christ

^Ksii^' description of the Church, enlarged by accession
of the Gentiles, which was to be brought to pass
by the Messias. The general scope of this whole
prophecy enforceth the same conclusion; and the
incongruity of this particular prediction to any
other person imaginable beside the Messias doth
further evince it; so high are the things ascribed
to the suffering person; as that He should bear
the sins of all God's people, and heal them; that
He should by his knowledge justify many, (or the
multitude;) that The pleasure of the Lord should
prosper in his hand to these grand purposes; that
God would divide him a portion with the great,
and that he should divide the spoil with the strong:
the magnificency and importance of which sayings
(rightly understood and weighed) do weU agree to
the Messias, but not to any other person or simple
man: whence if the ancient Jews had reason to
believe a Messias was to come, (as they with
general consent did suppose they had,) they had
as much reason to apply this place, as any other,
to him, and thence to acknowledge, that he was
designed to be an eminent sufferer. And, indeed, divers of the ancient Targumists and most
learned Rabbins did expound this place of the one
Messias, which was to come; as the Pugio fideu
and other learned writers, do by several express
testimonies declare. This place also discovereth
the vanity of that figment devised by some later
J e w s ; who, to evade it, and to oppose Jesus,
have affirmed there was to be a double Messias;
one, who should be much afflicted; another, who
should greatly prosper; since we may oliserve,
that here both great afflictions and glorious per-
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formances concurrently are ascribed to the same

SEEM.
LXII.

person.
The same things are by parts also clearly foretold in other places of this Prophet, and in other
prophetical Scriptures; by Isaiah again in the
chapter immediately preceding. Behold, saith God isai. hi.
there, my servant shall deal prudently; he shall be '^' ^^'
exalted and extolled, and he very high: there is
God's servant (he, who in way of excellency is
such, that is, in the style of this Prophet, the
Messias) in his real glorious capacity. I t followeth
concerning his external appearance; His visage
was so marred more than any man's, and his form
more than the sons of men. And again, in the
49th chapter; Thus saith the Lord, the Redeemer ^^"^^^ r,
of Israel, and his Holy One, to him whom man
despiseth, to him., whom the nation abhorreth, to a
servant of rulers. Kings shall see and arise, princes
also shall worship. What can be more express
and clear, than that it is signified here that the
Messias, w^ho should subject the world, with its
sovereign powers, to the acknowledgment and
veneration of himself, was to be despised by men,
to be detested by the Jewish people, to appear in
a servile and base condition? The same Prophet
doth again, in the 50th chapter, bring him in
speaking thus: / gave my hack to the smiters, and i- 6;
my cheeks to them that plucked off the hair; I hid
not my face from shame and spitting. His offending the Jews, so as thereby to aggravate their
sins, and accelerate their punishments, is also thus
expressed by the same Prophet: And he shall 6eviii. 14for a sanctuary; hut for a stone of stumbling and
for a rock of offence to both the houses of Israel,
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SEEM, for a gin and for a snare to the inhabitants of
Jerusalem.
The Prophet Zechariah doth also in several
places very roundly express his sufferings, his low
Zech. ix.9; condition in those words; Behold, thy King cometh
unto thee; lowly, and riding upon an ass; (that
is, pauper, mean and sorry to appearance.) His
xiii. 7; manner of death in those words: Awake, 0 sword,
against my Shepherd, and against the man that is
my felloiv, saith the Lord of hosts: smite the Shepherd, and the sheep shall he scattered. And again;
xii. 10. / will pour upon the house of David, and upon the
inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and
of supplications; and they shall look upon me
whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn, &c.
The Prophet Daniel also in that place, from which
probably the name Messias was taken, and which
Dan. ix. most oxprossly mentioneth him, saith, that After
sixty-two weeks the Messias shall be cut off, but
not for himself. Now from all these passages of
Scripture (beside divers others to the same purpose,
observable by those whose industry is assisted by
Divine illumination) we may well conclude with
Luke xxiv. OUT L o r d ,

' ' O T I OVTW

yeypaTTTai,

Kal oi/Vws eoei Tradelv

TOV XpicxTov, That thus it was written, and thus
(according to the Prophet's foreshevring) it was
to happen, that the Christ should suffer; suffer in
a life of penury and disgrace, in a death of sorrow
and shame.
That it was to fall out thus, might also be well
inferred by reasons grounded upon the qualities of
the Messiah's person, and upon the nature of his
performances, such as they are described in prophetical Scripture: he was to be really, and plainly
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to appear, a person of most admirable virtue and SEEM.
goodness; but never (as even pagan philosophers^
^
have observed) was, or can there be any such without undergoing the trial of great affliction. H e
was to be an universal pattern to men of all sorts
(especially to the greatest part of men, that is, to
the poor and afflicted) of all righteousness; to ex- Matt. iii.
emplify particularly the most difficult pieces of ^'
duty; (humility, patience, meekness, charity, selfdenial, entire resignation to God's will:) this he
should not have had opportunity or advantage of
doing, should he have been high, wealthy, splendid,
and prosperous in secular matters: he was to exercise great pity and sympathy toward all mankind ; toward the doing which it was requisite that
he should himself taste and feel the inconveniences,
troubles, pains, and sorrows incident to us. H e
was to advance the repute of spiritual goods and
eternal blessings, depressing the value of these
corporeal and temporal things, which men do so
fondly admire and dote on": the most compendious
and effectual way of doing which was by an exemplary neglect or rejection of worldly glories and
enjoyments; refusing the honours, profits, and
pleasures here adjoined to a high state. H e was
by the most kindly, gentle, and peaceable means
to erect a spiritual kingdom; by pure force of
reason to subdue the hearts and consciences of
P l a t o ['O biKaios paa-TiyaaeTai,
CTTpe^Xaia-eTai, beb-qcreTai, eKKavBi^o-eTai T<a(j)6aXpco, TeXevToiv jrdvTa KUKd ira6a>v dva(TKivbvXev6ri(Terai.—De R e p . II. 361 B.J

Seneca [Magnum exemplum, nisi mala fortuna, non invenit.—
De Prov. cap. in. 5.J
•" Vide Theodoti Orat. in Eph. Concil. [apud Bin. Conc. Tom.
II. p. 635.J
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SEEM, men to the love and obedience of God; bv wise
—
' instruction to raise in us the hopes of future recompenses in heaven; to the accomplishment of
which purposes temporal glory (working on the
carnal apprehensions and affections of men) had
rather been prejudicial than conducible. He was
to accomplish and manage his great designs by
means supernatural and divine, the which would
surely become more conspicuous by the visible
meanness and impotency of his state. He was
also most highly to merit from God, for himself
and for us; (to merit God's high approbation of
what he did, God's favour and grace to us;) this
he could not perform so well, as by willingly enduring, for God's sake, and in our behalf, the most
hard and grievous things. H e was, in fine, deHeb. vii. siguod perfectly to save us, and consequently to
25
appease God's wrath, to satisfy divine justice, to
expiate our sins; whereto it was requisite that
he should undergo what we had deserved, being
punished and afflicted for us.
Now that Jesus our Lord did most thoroughly
correspond to whatever is in this kind declared by
the Prophets concerning the Messias, we need not,
by minutely relating the known history of his life
and death, make out any further, since the whole
matter is palpably notorious, and no adversary can
deny it: I shall therefore conclude, that it is a
clear and certain truth, which St Peter in our text
affirmeth, that Those things which God before had
shewed by the mouth of all his Prophets, that Christ
should suffer, he hath so fulfilled.
Eev. i. 5,
Now, Unto him that loved us, and washed us
6.
from our sins in his own blood, and hath made us
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kings and priests unto God and his Father; to SEEM.
him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. ^ L
Amen.
Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, Eev. v. 13.
be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto
the Lamb for ever and ever. Amen.

SERMON LXm.
A

W H I T - S U N D A Y SERMON OF T H E GIFT OF
THE HOLY GHOST.

ACTS I I .

38.

And ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.
L^n'
Esth. ix.
22.

Deut. xvi.

A M O N G the divers reasonable grounds and ends
^ of the observing festival solemnities, (such as
are comforting the poor by hospitable relief, refreshing the weary labourer by cessation from
ordinary toil, maintaining good-will among neighbours by cheerful and free conversation, quickening
our spirits and raising our fancies by extraordinary
representations and divertisements, infiising and
preserving good humour in people"; such as are
also the decent conspiring in public expressions of
special reverence to God, withdrawing our minds
from secular cares, and engaging them to spiritual
meditations,) the two principal designs of them
seem to be these:
I The affording occasion (or rather imposing a
constraint upon us) with a competent frequency to
attend unto, to consider upon, to instruct ourselves
and others in the mysterious doctrines and institutions of our Religion.
Qeoi 06 oiKTeipavTes TO TU>V dvdpcoTrcov iniTrovov neCJiVKOs yevos,
avaTravXas Te avTois TS>V ndvaiv ird^avTO, Tas Tav eoprSiv dpoi^ds TOIS

6eo7s—Plato, de Leg. ii. [663 D.J
Legum conditores festos instituerunt dies, ut ad hilaritatem
homines publico cogerentur; tanquam necossarium laboribus interponentes tcmporamentum.—Sen. de Tranq. An. cap. xv. [12. J
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2 The engaging us seasonably to practise that SEEM.
great duty of thankfully remembering and praising
1
God for those eminent mercies and favours, which
by his great grace and goodness have been vouchsafed to us.
For these purposes chiefly did God himself appoint the Jewish festivals; for instance, the Passover, the reason of which being instituted is thus
expressed; That thou mayest remember the day, Deut. xvi.
when thou cawoest forth out of the land of Egypt, ^'
all the days of thy life: which words imply, that
the observation of that solemnity did serve to preserve the memory, yea the continual remembrance
of that so notable a blessing, which otherwise
might have been totally forgotten, or seldom considered ; the same did also suggest occasion of
inquiry concerning the reasons of its appointment,
procuring consequently needful information in that
material point of their Religion; as doth appear by
those words of God, And it shall come to pass, Exod. xii.
when your children shall say unto you. What mean ^ ' ^'^'
ye by this service ? that ye shcdl say, It is the sacrifice of the Lord's passover—.
In compliance with which prudent designs'', the
Christian Church, from her first infancy, hath embraced the opportunity of recommending to her
children the observation of her chief holy festivals,
continuing the time, and retaining the name,
although changing or improving the matter and
reason of those ancient ones; the divine providence concurring to further such proceeding, by so
^ Aug. de Civ. Dei, x. 3. [Ei beneficiorum ejus solennitatibus
festis et diebus statutis dicamus sacram usque memoriam, ne volumine temporum ingrata subrepat oblivio.]
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SEEM, ordering the events of things, that the seasons of
'- dispensing the evangelical blessings should fall in
with those, wherein the legal benefits most resembling and representing them were commemorated ; that so there might be as well a happy
coincidence of time, as correspondence in matter
between the ancient and new solemnities; whence
as the exhibition of evangelical doctrines and mysteries did meet with minds more suitably prepared
to entertain them, and as less innovation from
former usage did appear, (a thing observable to
be respected in most, or all the positive institutions
of our Religion,) so withal Christians were engaged,
while they considered the fresh great mercies by
God vouchsafed to them, to reflect also upon the
favours, from the same stock of goodness, indulged
by him to his ancient people; that as those should
chiefly be remembered, so these should not wholly
be forgotten: thus did God dispose, that our Saviour should then suffer, when the paschal lamb
was to be offered; or t h a t the redemption of the
world from sin and misery should then be celebrated by us, when the deliverance from the
Egyptian slavery was commemorated by them :
and so (that we may approach to our purpose) at
the time of Pentecost, when the Jews were obliged
Deut. xvi. to rejoice before the Lord, rendering thanks unto
him for the harvest newly gathered in, and tlie
earth's good fruits (the main supports and comforts
of this life) were by God's blessing bestowed on
them, then did God bountifully impart tho firstfruits of his holy Spirit, the food of our souls and
refreshment of our hearts; then did he cause bis
lal)()uiors to put their sickle into the s]>iritual
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harvest; converting souls, and gathering them as SEEM.
mature fruits into the garners of the Church.
1
At the very season also (which is remarkable)
that the Law was delivered to the Jews, and the
ancient covenant established, which did happen at
Pentecost, as may be probably collected from the
text, and is commonly supposed by the Jewish
doctors, who therefore called this feast nilH Tlnl^^,
The joy (or joyful feast) of the Law, in signification
of their joy, using then to crown their heads with
garlands, and strew their houses with green herbs;
at that very time was the Christian law most signally promulged, and the new covenant's ratification most solemnly declared by the miraculous
effusion of the divine Spirit.
The benefit therefore and blessing, which at this
time we are bound especially to consider and commemorate, is in effect the publication and estabhshment of the covenant evangelical, the foundation of all our hopes, and all our claims to happiness°; but more immediately and directly the
donation of the Holy Spirit to the Christian
Church, and to all its members; for the better
understanding and more truly valuing of w^hich
most excellent benefit, let us briefly declare the
nature and design thereof.
Almighty God, seeing the generality of mankind alienated from himself by gross ignorance of
its duty toward him, and by habitual inclinations
to violate his holy laws, (originally implanted by
him in our nature, or anciently revealed to our
" nevTr)KO(TTr)V eoprd^opev,

Kal Uvevparos

eirayyeXias, Kal iXTribos avpirXijpcoaiv,

Opp. Tom. I. p. 735 A.J
B. S. VOL. IV.

eiribr^piav, Kal rrpoGefrplav

& c . — G r e g . Naz. [Orat.

28

Xhl.
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SEEM, first parents,) immersed in error, enslaved to vice.
LXIII.
and obnoxious to the woful consequences of them,
severe punishment and extreme misery; was pleased
in his immense goodness and pity to design its
rescue from that sad condition; and in pursuance
of that gracious design, did resolve upon expedients
the most admirable and most efficacious that could
b e : for to redeem men from the tyranny of sin
and hell, to reconcile them to himself, to recover
them into a happy state, he sent his own only
beloved Son out of his bosom into this world,
clothed with our nature; by him, as by a plenipotentiary commissioner from himself, inviting all
men to ;:eturn unto him; declaring himself, by the
meritorious obedience, the expiatory passion, the
effectual intercession of his dear Son, abundantly
satisfied for, and ready to grant a full pardon of
all offences committed against him in their state
of error and estrangement; to admit them into a
state of present indemnity and peace, yea to settle
them in perpetual alliance and friendship with
himself, upon most fair and gentle terms; namely,
that, renouncing their erroneous principles and
reforming their vicious courses of life, they cheerfully would embrace his merciful overtures, and
thereafter conform their lives to his righteous laws;
the which, together with all his good intentions
concerning them, he, by the same blessed agent,
clearly discovered to them; fully by him instructing them in their duty, and strongly encouraging
them to the performance thereof by the promise
of most bountiful rewards; his certain love and
favour attended with endless joy and bhss : thus
Tit. ii. 1 I, Did, as St Paul exjn-osseth it, the saving grace of
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God appear unto all 7nen, teaching us, that, denying SEEM.
ungodliness and worldly lusts, we shoidd live soberly,
1
righteously, and godly in this present world, expecting that blessed hope.
But to render this wonderfully gracious design
successful, in a way of wisdom and reasonable proceeding accommodated to the capacities of human
nature, it was requisite, that there should be provided convincing arguments to persuade men of
the truth and reality of these things, (that, indeed,
such an extraordinary agent, with such a message,
was come from heaven,) effectual means of admonishing and exciting men to a heedful advertency
toward them, competent motives to a cordial acceptance of them; a power also sufficient, notwithstanding their natural impotency and instability,
to continue them in the belief, to uphold them in
the practice of the duties prescribed, in the performance of the conditions required.
For if it were not very credible, that God had
truly those intentions toward us, or if we did not
much regard the overture of them, or if we did not
conceive the business highly to concern us; or if,
resolving to comply with the Gospel, we yet were
unable to discharge the conditions thereof, the design would totally be frustrated, and of itself come
to nothing. To prevent w^hich disappointment of
his merciful intentions. Almighty God did abundantly provide, in a manner and measure suitable
to the glorious importance of them; for to the
ministry of his eternal wisdom, he adjoined the
efficacy of his eternal love, and blessed Spirit; the
which not only conducted God our Saviour into
•^

1 1

J o h n 111.

his fleshly tabernacle, and with unmeasurabie 34.
28—2
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SEEM, communications of himselfdid continually reside with—
in him, but also did attend him in the conspicuous
performance of numberless miraculous works, implying divine power and goodness, as exceeding
not only any natural, but all created power, (such
as were by mere word and will healing the sick
and restoring the maimed, ejecting evil spirits,
discerning the secret thoughts of men, foreteUing
contingent events, reviving the dead, raising himself from the grave;) which works, some expressly,
others by parity of reason, are ascribed to the
Matt. xii. Holy Spirit; for. If, saith our Lord, / by the
Acts X. 38. Spirit of God cast out devils—smd, God, saith St
Peter, av-ointed him with the Holy Ghost, and -with
power; who went about doing good, and healing
Eom. i. 4. all that were oppressed by the Devil: and. Who,
saith St Paul, was declared to be the Son of God,
according to the Holy Spirit, by the resurrection
from the dead: so did God afford the most evident attestation that could be to the truth of our
Saviour's quality, commission, and doctrine; by so
clear and rousing significations did God invite men
to take notice of these things.
But further to induce them heartily to comply
with these gracious overtures, and to render them
thoroughly available to the purpose designed, the
salvation of men, according to the terms prescribed
of faith in God, and obedience to his commandments, God was pleased further to resolve, and he
faithfully did promise, that he would impart tho
same blessed Spirit, as a continual guide and assistant to all those, who seriously would entertain
those tenders of mercy, sincerely resolving the performance of the conditions.
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Now although the natural and ordinary man- SEEM.
ner of this divine Spirit's operation (like that of all
'spirits and more subtle substances) is not by violent
and sensible impressions, but rather in way of imperceptible penetration, or gentle insinuating of
itself into the subject upon which it worketh, hardly
discovering itself otherwise than by the notable
effects resulting from it; and although likewise the
proper and principal effects thereof, according to
divine designation, do relate to the furthering our
performance of the said conditions requisite toward
our salvation, that is, to the cherishing our faith
and quickening our obedience^; disposing men to
perform virtuous actions, rather than to achieve
wondrous exploits; yet more fully to satisfy the
doubtful, to convince the incredulous (to confound
the obstinate) world about the truth of his intentions, more illustriously to manifest the completion
of his promise, more surely to fortify the faithful
against the scandals and temptations, which their
profession would incur, God was pleased after our Actsii. 12,
Lord's ascension, and when the apostolical pro-ix.'n,'16'.
mulgation of the Christian doctrine did commence, 25.°*^'^^^'
to dispense both to the teachers and the disciples
thereof more liberal communications of that Holy
Spirit, attended with notorious, strange, and wonderful effects^, apt to provoke the admiration of men,
^ Kal yap Kai <Tv Betas direXava-as xo/'"'''^ ^aTTTi^dpevos, Kal TlvevpaTos peTe<rxfs, el Kal p^ Trpos TOTOcrrjpela noielv, aXX oa-ov apKei
Jrpds TO iroXiTeiav dpdrjv, Kal ^Kpi^a>pevr]V Xa^elv.
ChryS. ad Demet.

Opp. Tom. VI. [p. 148.J
* Tcov ydp ;;^api(r/iaTa)j' Tmv irvevpaTiKwv Ta pev adpaTa eaTi, Kai
TTWTei KOTaXap^dveTai povrj- TO be Kal ala-BrjTdv evbeUvvTai (rrfpeiov
•npos Trjv Totv dtria-Tcov TrXrjpocpopiav.—Id, T o m . V. Orat. LX.\XVIII.

[p. 606. J
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SEEM, to persuade their judgments, to prevail upon their
'- affections, to produce within them strong desires
of partaking so high a privilege and excellent endowment.
The memorial therefore of that most gracious
and glorious dispensation, the Christian Church
wisely and piously hath continually preserved,
obliging us at this time peculiarly to bless God
for that incomparable and inestimable gift, conferred then most visibly upon the Church, and stiU
really bestowed upon every particular member,
duly incorporated thereinto.
I say bestowed upon every particular member
of the Church; for the evangelical covenant doth
extend to every Christian; and a principal ingredient thereof is the collation of this Spirit: which
Lukexi. is the finger of God, whereby (according to the
Prophet Jeremiah's description of that covenant)
Jer. x.xxi. God's law is put into their inward parts, and
^^'
written in their hearts; Inscribed, as St Paul allu2 Cor iii. 3. sively speaketh, not with ink, but by the Spirit of
10^ • ^"'" the living God; not in tables of stone, but in the
Ezek. xi. jiQgj^iy tables of the heart; not only, as the Jewish
Johnvi. law represented, from without to the senses, but
impressed within upon the mind and affections;
Eph. i. 13. whence God's Spirit is called The Spirit of promise,
(TO Uveifx-a T^S eirayyeXias,) the donation thereof
being the peculiar promise of the Gospel; and the
end of our Saviour's undertaking is by St Paul
Gal. iii. 14. declared, That we might receive the promise of the
Spirit by faith, that is, by embracing Christianity
might partake thereof, according to God's promise;
and the apostolical ministry or exhibition of the
2Cor.iii.8. Gospel is styled The ministration of the Spirit;
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Uvev/uaTos); and tasting; of the hea. .

SEEM.
LXIII

venly gift, and participation of the Holy Ghost
'is part of a Christian's charter; and the susception ^^^' '^' '^'
of Christianity is thus described by St Paul; But 2 Thess. ii.
we are hound to give thanks always to God for ^^'
you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God
hath chosen you from the beginning to salvation,
through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of
the truth: and our Saviour instructed Nicodemus,
that No man can enter into the kingdom of God John iii. 5.
(that is, become a Christian, or subject of God's
spiritual kingdom) without being regenerated by
water, and by the Spirit, that is, without baptism,
and the spiritual grace attending it; according as
St Peter doth in the words adjoining to our text
imply, that the reception of the Holy Spirit is annexed to holy baptism: Repent, saith he, and he Acta ii. 38,
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost; for the promise
(that great promise of the Holy Ghost) is unto
you, and to your children, and to all that are afar
off, even as many as the Lord our God shall
call; that is, the Holy Spirit is promised to all,
how far soever distant in place or time, whoever
shaU be invited unto, and shall embrace the Christian profession. St John also maketh it to be the
distinctive mark of those, in whom Christ abideth,
and who dwell in Christ, that is, of all true
Christians, to have this Spirit; Hereby, saith he, i John iii.
we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which
he hath given us; and. Hereby we know that .we iv. 13dwell in him, and he in us, hecause he hath given
us of his Spirit.
And St Paul denieth him to be
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SEEM, a good Christian who is destitute thereof; Now,
saith he, if any man have not the Spirit of Christ,
g, ' • "'' he is none of his: and. Know ye not, saith he to
i^Cor. m. ^i^g Corinthians, that ye are the temple of God,
and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? that
is. Do ye not understand this to be a common
privilege of all Christians, such as ye profess yourselves to be? And the conversion of men to
Tit. iii. 4, Christianity he thus expresseth; After the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man
appeared; not by any righteous works which we
had done, but according to his mercy he saved us,
by the laver of regeneration and renewing of the
Holy Ghost. And all pious dispositions qualifying
us for entrance into heaven and happiness (faith,
charity, devotion, every grace, every virtue) are
Gal. V. 22. represented to be fruits of the Holy Spirit and
^ •^•^' the union of all Christians into one body, the
catholic society of all truly faithful people, doth,
according to St Paul, result from this one Spirit,
as a common soul animating and actuating them:
1 Cor. xii. For, saith he, by one Spirit are we all baptized
'^'
into one body, whether Jews or Gentiles, ivhetJier
bond or free; and have cdl been made to drink
of one Spirit.
I n fine, whatever some few persons, or some
petty sects (as the Pelagians of old, the Socinians
now) may have deemed, it hath been the doctrine
constantly, and with very general consent delivered
in the Catholic Church, that to all persons by the
holy mystery of baptism duly initiated to Cliristianity, or admitted into the communion of Christ s
body, the grace of God's Holy Spirit certainly is
bestowed, enabling them to perform tho conditions
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of piety and virtue then undertaken by them; en- SEEM.
lightening their minds, rectifying their wills, puri- ^^^"'
fying their affections, directing and assisting them
in their practice; the which holy gift (if not abused,
ill treated, driven away, or quenched by their ill
behaviour) will perpetually be continued, improved,
and increased to them: it is therefore by TertuUian^
(in his Prescriptions against heretics) reckoned as
part of that fundamental rule, which was grounded
upon the general tradition and consent of the
Christian Church, that Christ had sent the virtue
of the Holy Ghost in his room, which doth act
believers; to which that article doth answer of the
Apostolical Creed, in which we profess to beheve the Holy Ghost; meaning, I suppose, thereby, not only the bare existence of the Holy
Ghost, but also its gracious communication and
energy.
Since therefore the collation of this eminent
gift and favour so nearly doth concern us all;
seeing it is our present duty more especially to
praise and bless God for i t ; seeing also we are
wont to commensurate our gratitude to our estimation of the benefit unto which it relateth; let
us a httle consider the worth and excellency of
this divine gift conferred on us.
That it is transcendently valuable, we may
in general hence collect, that even in our Lord's
esteem it did not only countervail, but in a manner surmount the benefit of his presence; It is, john xvi.
said he, expedient (or profitable) for you that 7^'
go away; God having designed, that my absence
' Misisse vicariam vim Spiritus Sancti, qui credentes agat.
—[cap. XIII. Opp. p. 207 A.J
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SEEM, shall be supplied by the Comforter's more beneficial
L presence: and wonderfully beneficial surely must
that presence be, which could not only compensatcj
but render advantageous the loss of that most
benign and sweet conversation, that tender and
watchful inspection, that wholesome and powerful
advice, that clear and lively pattern of all goodness
shining forth in our Saviour's hfe upon his disciples. Could there be a more indulgent Master,
a more discreet Guide, a more delightful Companion, a more faithful Friend, a mightier Protector, a surer Assistant, a sweeter Comforter than
he? Yes, it seemeth that our Saviour did apprehend, that upon some accounts those benefits with
greater advantage might accrue to them by the
gift of his Spirit, than by his own immediate presence; that it by internal operation could more
clearly inform the mind, more strongly inchne the
will, more vigorously affect the heart, than any
exterior word or example could do: neither could
our Saviour, according to the condition of his
humanity, limited to particularities of time and
place, so perfectly correspond to the various exigencies of mankind, as that omnipotent Spirit,
intimately present to, uniformly diffused through
all things: him therefore did our Saviour leave
the guardian of his otherwise orphan disciples*';
him did he substitute to undergo the care and
tuition of them, to conduct them in the right A\'ay,
to preserve them from dangers, to comfort them
in distresses, to manage all their concernments, to
be their counsellor, monitor, advocate, and patron;
by him he meant fully to make good his Avovd,
^ OVK a(j)rjaoi) vpds dp(pavovs.—John

xiv. IS.
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that he would be with them till the end of this SEEM.
world''
^^"^Matt,
But more distinctly to survey the many benefits xxviii. 20.
and advantages proceeding from this excellent gift
unto us, we may observe, that on it the foundation,
the improvement, the completion of all our good
and happiness do depend; that to the Holy Spirit
in truth and justice are to be ascribed, i our better
state and being; 2 our spiritual powers and abilities; 3 our good and acceptable performances;
whatever we are, whatever we can do, whatever
we actually do perform as Christians.
I We owe to the Holy Spirit our spiritual state
and being; our spiritual life, our freedom, our honourable condition.
It is by virtue of this quickening Spirit, {f\vei}ft.a i cor. xv.
^woTTotoDi/,) that from death and corruption we are j^'j^j^ .^.j
raised to an immortal and indefectible state of life; ^sthat, as St Paul saith. We that were dead in tres- Eph. ii. i,
passes and sins, are quickened together with Christ; ^•
We by this incorruptible seed are horn again; not, iPet.i.23;
as formerly, to a life of vanity and misery, or to
the enjoyment of a few transitory delights, tempered with many vexatious inconveniences, pains,
and troubles; but to sure capacities of most solid
and durable contentments, To a living hope of an i. 3,4.
incorruptible inheritance reserved in heaven for us.
It is thereby we are free men, enjoying a true
and perfect liberty; being enfranchised from divers
intolerable slaveries, to which we naturally are
subjected, and from which otherwise we could not
be exempted; from the dominion of a rigorous law, Gai.iv. 24.
which prescribeth hard duties, but doth not afford
** "EOJS Trjs avvreXeias

TOV alavos.—Matt,

xxviii. 20.
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strength to perform them; apt to condemn us but
not able to convert us'; from the clamorous accusations of a guilty conscience, with anxious fears of
Eom. viii. punishment, that Spirit of bondage unto fear, of
^^'
which St Paul speaketh; from the tyranny of a
most crafty, spiteful, and cruel enemy, that wicked
2 Tim. ii. one who did captivate us at his pleasure, and deEph. ii. 2. tained us under his power; from the no less unjust,
no less mischievous domination of our own flesh
or natural concupiscence, imposing grievous tasks
Eom. viii. and destructive necessities upon us; It is, saith
St Paul, the law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus,
which setteth us free from these laws of sin and of
2 Cor. iii. death; so that. Where the Spirit of the Lord is,
there is freedom..
From such base thraldoms we thereby are redeemed, and not only so, but are advanced to an
honourable condition, are ennobled with illustrious
relations, are entitled to glorious privileges: all the
benefits and immunities contained in the charter
of the new^ Jerusalem, all the advantages and privileges appropriated to God's court and family
Eph.ii. i8, thereby appertain unto us; for We have, saith St
Paul, access by one Spirit unto the Father, and
are thence no more strangers and foreigno's, but
fellow-citizens of the saints, and of the household if
God: by this holy unction we are consecrated
Eev. i. 6. Kings and priests unto God; by participation of
I Pet. ii. 9. this immortal seed we are engrafted into allianoo
with the heavenly King, become children of God,
brethren of Christ, heirs of paradise, (an infinitely
better paradise than that from which we formerly
SEEM,

' Lex OS omnium potuit obstruere, non potuit mentcm convertere.—Ambr. [de Fuga Ssec. cap iii. Opp. Tom. i. col. 4-4 B.J
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were excluded;) for this is that Wvev^ka v'loOealas, SEEM.
that Spirit which constituteth us the sons of God,
qualifying us to be so by dispositions resembling fg°™' ^™'
God, and filial affections toward him; certifying'^°^'^^''3us that we are so, and causing us by a free instinct
to cry, Abba, Father, running into his bosom of Gai.iv. 6.
love, and flying under the wings of his mercy in j^"™-^"^all our needs and distresses; whence As many as
are led by the Spirit, they, saith St Paul, ai-e the viii. 14;
sons of God; and. The Spirit itself beareth witness viii. 16.
with our spirit, that we are the children of God;
yea, which may seem yet a further pitch of dignity,
we, by intervention of this Spirit, are united and
incorporated into Christ himself, being made living
members of his body, partaking a common life and
sense with him; by it we are compacted into the
same spiritual edifice, dedicated to the worship
and inhabitation of God; our bodies and souls
are made temples of his divinity, thrones of his
majesty, orbs of his celestial light, paradises of his
blissful presence; for. In ivhom, saith St Paul, ye Eph. ii. 22.
are built together for an inhabitation of God through
the Spirit; and. Know ye not that ye are the temple i Cor. iii.
of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in' '
you?
By the Holy Spirit we are instated in these
unconceivably glorious privileges, and by it only
we are assured of them, to our comfort; the gift
of it, as it is a great part of them, and the chief
cause, so it is a sure confirmation and pledge; Ye, Eph. i. 13saith St Paul, were sealed by the Holy Spirit of ^^'^^^
promise, which is the earnest of our inheritance;
and. It is God who did establish us with you in 2 Cor.i. 21,
Christ, and anointed us, and also sealed us, and ""
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SEEM, gave the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts: all
'- which phrases do import the same thing, that is,
a comfortable assurance concerning the reality of
the benefits by divine grace exhibited and promised
to us.
2 Neither only relatively and extrinsically is our
state bettered and exalted from death to life, from
slavery to freedom, from baseness to dignity; but
2 Cor. V. ourselves answerably are changed and amended by
'^'
the same Holy Spirit, with a real and intrinsical
alteration, transforming us into other things, much
different from what we were in our former natural
Tit.iii. 5. state; by that Renovation of the Holy Ghost, of
Eph.iv.23; which St Paul speaketh, We are, saith he, renewed
in the spirit of our mind; so that not only the
decayed frame of our soul is thereby repaired and
reformed, but its powers are much improved and
enlarged; we are thence endued with new and
better faculties, as it were; with quicker apprehensions, with sincerer judgments, with righter
inclinations, with nobler passions, than we had
before, yea, than we could have had in our original
state; so that in the language of Holy Scripture
iv. 24.
we thence become new men, and new creatures,
2 Cor. V. Qy.QQ.tedi according to God in righteousness and true
Col iii. 10. holiness ; according to God, that is, in conformity
E p h . IV.

?.3;

'

o

•

1

-

•

J

J

to the divine perfections of rectitude m mmd and
will, so as to resemble God in a higher degree, and
more worthy respects, than formerly. Our fiither
I Cor. XV. Adam was made eis ypvx'iv ^ajaav, a creature endued
^''
with life and sense, furnished with powers and
appetites, disposing to acquire, preserve, and enjoy
the conveniences agreeable to that frame; and we
ii. Hnaturally are yj/vy^iKol diOpwiroi, animal men; such
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as naturally do apprehend, do affect, do pursue SEEM.
things concerning this present life; the pleasures ^'^"^'
of sense, and the satisfactions of fancy; freedom
from want and pain, security from danger and
disturbance, together with the means we suppose
conducible to those, wealth, honour, and power;
these are those Desires of the fiesh and of the mind, Eph. ii. 3.
QeXrifxaTa Trjs crapKos Kal

TCSI;

Siavoiwv,

the

things

which according to our natural temper and frame
we like and approve; which most men therefore
do highly value, passionately love, and earnestly
seek: nor doth nature only incline us to a complacence in these things, but customary fruition
greatly endeareth them to us; so that we continually improve our acquaintance, and contract a
firmer alhance with them; but spiritual and divine
things [The things of the Spirit of God, TU TOV I Cor. ii.
UvevpaTos TOV Qeov, as St Paul calleth them) we ^'^'
cannot receive; that is, simply of ourselves, without aid of another interior principle, we have no
capacity to apprehend them, no disposition to entertain them, no strength to pursue them; They,
as the Apostle saith, are foolishness to us, that is,
incongruous to our prejudicate notions, and insipid
to our corrupt palates.
Such doctrines as these; that our felicity consisteth not in affluence of temporal enjoyments,
but in dispositions of soul crossing our humours,
curbing our appetites, and quelling our passions;
in conformity of practice to rules distasteful to our
sense; in the love and favour of an invisible Being;
in reversion of an estate not to be possessed until
after our death in another world; that none of
these present things do well deserve our serious
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SEEM, regard, affection, or care, and that it is blameable
LXllI

o

>
.

'

'

'- to be solicitous about t h e m ; t h a t naked goodness
(how low, weak, and poor soever) is to be chosen
before all the specious pomps and glories of this
world; t h a t the secret testimony of conscience is
to be preferred before all the approbation and
applause of m e n ; t h a t the hope of future joy
should oversway the desire of present most certain
and sensible delights; that the loss of all things
may sometime be deemed our greatest gain, being
contemned our highest honour, enduring afflictions
our most desirable condition, death our surest
welfare, a cross preferable to a crown; that accordingly it is often advantageous and expedient for us,
and a duty incumbent on us, willingly to discard
our dearest contents of life, to sacrifice our most
valued interest, to forsake our nearest relations, to
refuse what we most affect, to undertake what we
most distaste, to undergo without reluctancy or
regret the most bitter accidents that can befall us;
John xii. that WO must (to use the holy style) hate our own
Luke ix. souls, deny ourselves, and take up our cross, quit
xiv. 26,33. houses and lands, desert kindred and friends; re24;'"'. 20.'' nounce, or bid farewell to, all that we have, or own'';
Col. iii. 5. (3^^ Qff Q^j. j-igj^t hands, and pluck out our right
Gal. V. 24; eyes ; circumcise our hearts, mortify our members;
crucify our flesh, with its affections and lusts; be
Ecu.vi.6. crucified to the world; account all worldly things
Piiii. iii. 7, damage, dross, and dung, in comparison to spiritual
goods : that we must so far remit and restrain our
self-love, as to love all men, not excluding our greatest enoiiiies, as ourselves so as not only to part
freely with our particular accommodations, but upon
' AnoTdaoeirdai

rrdat TOIS eavrov vndpxovoi.—Luke

xiv. 3 3 .
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occasion, in imitation of our Saviour, to lav down our SEEM.
LXIII
fives for them; so as not only to comport with their
infirmities, but to requite their extremest injuries ^g^""''''•
with good-will and good turns; so as to do good to
all men, to return no evil to any; To bless them that Matt. v.
cfarse us, to do good to them that hate us, to pray for ^^'
them which despitefully use us, and persecute us.
These and such like dictates of the Spirit are
hard and harsh sayings, absurd to our natural John vi.
conceit, and abominable to our carnal humour;
we cannot readily swallow them, we cannot easily
digest them; in respect to them we, as mere men,
are e-^Opol Ttj ^lavola, enemies in our mind, or Coi. i. 21.
reason; our discourse presently doth contradict and
oppose them; our reason is shut up, and barred
with various appetites, humours, and passions
against such truths; nor can we admit them into
our hearts, except God by his Spirit do set open Luke xxiv.
our mind', and work a free passage for them into'^^ksxvi.
us; it is He who commanded the light to shine l^^^^ j^,
out of darkness, who must, as St Paul speaketh, ^•
illustrate our hearts with the knowledge of these
things: an Unction from the holy One, clearing our i Johnii.
eyes, softening our hearts, healing our distempered
faculties, must, as St John informeth us, teach
and persuade us this sort of truths: a hearty faith
of these seemingly incredible propositions must
indeed be, as St Paul calleth it. The gift of God, Eph. ii. 8.
proceeding from that Spirit of faith, Wvevfxa TJJS j coV. xii.'
iriaTems, whereof the same Apostle speaketh; Such ^•
faith is not, as St Basil saith"", engendered by
Tore birjvoi^ev avT&v TOV VOVV.—Luke
xxiv. 4 5 .
" Hio-Tiy, OVK iv yeaperpiKals
dvdyKais, dXX' ij Ta'is Toi
(vepyeiais eyytvopevrj.

B. S. VOL. TV

UvevpaTos

B a S . i n P s . CXV. [ O p p . T o m . I. p . 371 c ]

29

450

A Whit-Sunday

Sermon

SEEM, geometrical necessities, but by the effectual operations
-_— of the Holy Ghost. Flesh and blood will not reveal
13. ^' '^' unto us, nor can any man with clear confidence
Matt. XVI. g^^^ ^j^^^ Jesus (the author, master, and exemplifier
I Cor. xii. of these doctrines) is the Lord (the Messias, the
infallible Prophet, the universal Lawgiver, the Son
1 John iv. of the living God,) but by the Holy Ghost: Every
spirit, which sincerely confesseth him to be the
Christ, who hath enjoined these precepts, we may
with St John safely conclude To be of God; for
2 Cor. iii. of ourselves We are not sufficient, as the Apostle
saith, Xoy'iaaaOal TI, to reason out, or collect, any
of these things; we never of our own accord, withJohnvi. out divine attraction, should come unto Christ,
that is, should effectually consent unto and embrace
his institution, consisting of such unplausible propositions and precepts: hardly would his own disciples, who had so long enjoyed the light of his
instruction and conversation, have admitted it, if
xvi. 13,14; he had not granted to them that Spirit of truth,
whose work it was o^;j7e7i', to lead them in this
unknown and uncouth way, dvayyeXXeiv, to tell
them again and again, that is, to instil and inculcate these crabbed truths upon them, inroninvi]cTKeiv, to admonish, excite, and urge them to the
marking and minding them; hardly, I say, without the guidance of the Spirit, would our Lord's
disciples have admitted divers evangelical truths,
xvi. 12,13. as our Lord himself told them; / have, said
he, 'many things beside to say to you, but ye
cannot as yet bear them: hut when- he, the Spirit
of truth, shall come, he shall conduct you into all
tmth.
As for the mighty sages of the world, the
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learned scribes, the subtle disputers, the deep poll- SEEM.
ticians, the wise men according to the flesh, the
I Cor. i.
men of most refined judgment, and improved 20,
23.
reason in the world's eye, they were more ready
to deride, than to regard, to impugn, than to
admit these doctrines: to the Greeks who sought
wisdom, the preaching of them did seem foolishness.
It is true, some few sparks or flashes of this
divine knowledge may possibly be driven out by
rational consideration; philosophy may yield some
twilight glimmerings thereof; common reason may
dictate a faint consent unto, may produce a cold
tendency after some of these things: but a clear
perception, and a resolute persuasion of mind, that
Full assurance of faith, TrXrjpocpopla Ttjs irlcrTews, and Heb. x.
Inflexible confession of hope, ojuoXoyla T^S CXTTI^OS ^^' ^^'
dKXivrjs, which the Apostle to the Hebrews speaketh of; that AU riches of the full assurance o/'coi. li. 2;
understanding, TTS? TTXOVTOS Ttjs TrXtjpofpopias T^S
(jvveaews, that Abundant knowledge of the divine i. 9.
will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding,
with which St Paul did pray that his Colossians
might be replenished; these so perfect illustrations
of the mind, so powerful convictions of the heart,
do argue immediate influences from the fountain
of life and wisdom, the divine Spirit. No external
instruction could infuse, no interior discourse could
excite them, could penetrate those opacities of
ignorance, and dissipate those thick mists of prejudice, wherein nature and custom do involve us;
could so thoroughly awaken the lethargic stupidity
of our souls; could supple the refractory stiffness
of our wills, could mollify the stony hardness of
29—2
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SEEM, our hearts, could void our natural aversation to
1- such things, and quell that (ppovrj/ma Tijs aapKos,
Eom. viii. that camal mind, the which, St Paul saith, is
enmity against God, for it is not subject to the law
of God, neither indeed can he; could depress those
2 Cor. X. 4, vy\ru)iJ.aTa, thoso lofty towoTS of solf-conceit, reared
against the knowledge of God, and demohsh those
oxvpcofJLaTa, those bulwarks of self-vrill and perverse
stomach opposed against the impressions of divine
t r u t h ; and captivate Tvdv vorj/xa, every conceit and
device of ours to the obedience of Christ and his
discipline. WeU therefore did St Paul pray in
Eph. i. 17, behalf of his Ephesians, that God would bestow
on them that spirit of wisdom and revelation in the
acknowledgment of him, and that the eyes of their
mind, T^S Siavolas, (or reason) might be enlightened,
so as to know the hope of their calling; that is, to
understand and believe the doctrines of Christianity,
which upon condition of obedience did promise
felicity to them.
So is the light of spiritual knowledge, together
with a temper of mind, disposing to receive it,
communicated to us; but further also by the same
divine power and spirit are our vital heat and
vigour, our active strength and courage imparted.
For as mere men, we are not only blind to discern,
dull to conceive, backward to undertake the necessary duties of virtue and piety; but we are also
dead, heartless, and unwieldy, lame and impotent,
indisposed and uncapable to perform them. though
we should competently apprehend our duty, and
Matt.xxvi. our spirit thence should be willing ; yet our flesh,
'^''
or natural power, is weak: we may, as St Paul
,2. ' "' instructeth us, in our judgment consent That tho
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Law is holy, just, and good""; and consequently SEEM.
To will may he present to us; that is, we may be ^^^^^'
desirous, and in some measure resolved to obey it;
yea, we may have some interior rational complacence therein"; and yet not have ability to act
according to these dictates and desires; for To will
is present with me, (saith he in the person of a
man endued only with natural strength, abstracting from the subsidiary virtue and operation of the
divine Spirit,) hut to perform that which is good,
I find nof^; I perceive not any means or way of
effecting it: knowledge therefore, and willingness
to do good, doth not suffice; we need a prevalent
force to stir and raise this unwieldy bulk, to overpoise our natural propensions, to subdue the reluctancies, and check the importunities of sense,
to correct bad nature, and reclaim from bad custom:
the natural might and policy of our single reason,
being very feeble and shallow, is not fitly matched
to encounter that potent confederacy of enemies,
which continually with open violence doth invade
and assail us; or which by clandestine wiles doth
watch to circumvent and supplant us. Is it easy
for us not to dread the frovms, nor to be charmed
by the flatteries; to slight both the hatred and
favour; to abide the persecutions, and to avoid the
allurements of this world; this wicked, violent,
deceitful world, which is ever ready to deter from
good, and entice us to evil ? I s it easy to restrain
and repress those Fleshly lusts, which, as St Peter i^Pet.u.
saith, do war against our souls, combating them James iv.
° 2vp(jir]pi T(5 vdpco OTI KoXds,—Rom. vii, 16.
° 2vvqbopai Tm vopeo TOV Qeov KOTO TOV eaw
dvdpconov.—Vll.22.
^ To be KaTepyd^eaOai TO KaXdv ovx evpiVKO).—vii. 1 8 .
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SEEM, with their own forces, using their own faculties and
'- members as weapons against them? Is it easy to
Eom. vii. rescue ourselves from that Other law in our memr
'^'
hers, that warreth against the law of our understanding, and captivateth us to the law of sin ? Is
it a small matter to set upon, to grapple with, to
knock down that gigantic Phihstine, inordinate
self-love, (the root of injustice, pride, envy, malice,
ambition, and avarice within us,) which naturaUy
is so tall and stout; which, if not checked in its
progress, will daily grow in stature and strength?
Is it a slight business to detect, to counterplot, to
Eph. vi. decline or defeat those fxeOoSeias, those devices, or
subtle trains, and sleights of the temper; To wrestle
with principalities, with powers, with the rulers oJ
this darksome world, with the spiritualities of wickedness surrounding us? May we not reasonably in
comparison to these mighty Anakim be (as the
Num. xiii. children of Israel anciently were) In our own sight
as grasshoppers, quite despairing by our own
strength to vanquish, to resist them ?
I n our spiritual conflict with such dangerous
and dreadful adversaries, we do need an enixopriyia
piiii. i. 19. TOV TTvevnaTos, as St Paul speaketh, that is, a large
supply of the Spirit, a collation of auxihary forces,
an habitual support derived from that invincible
and infallible Spirit, which only is stronger and
wiser than they; we need to be armed with that
Luke xxiv. Svvafxis el v\\,ovs, t h a t power from

on high, or hea-

isai. lix. venly might, whereby the Apostles were enabled
to fight their noble battles, and to achieve their
glorious conquests, subduing the rebellious world,
Eph. iii. and baffling the powers of darkness; we need
Col. i. II. hvvdfxei KpaTatwOtjvai, to be Strengthened With might
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hy Christ's Spirit in the inward man, as St Paul SEEM.
expresseth it; whereby, as he, we may TvdvTa laxyeiv,LXIII.
he able to do all things, or to accomplish the most ^^^^-^^-'s
difficult parts of our duty; without which we can John xv. 5,
do nothing, that i^ cannot discharge the most easy
things required of us; All our sufficiency is of God; 2Cor.iii.5
it is he, who out of his goodness doth effect in usphu.u. 13
both to will and to perform; his Spirit taking part Eom. viii.
with our infirmities'^, and thereby giving us advantage over all opposition and difficulty.
The
chief reason why we do not sin, or persist in a
course of disobedience to the laws of God, is, as
St John telleth us, Because the divine seed abideth i John iii.
in us, that root of divine life, and vital activ^ity ?'pet.i.23
implanted in us by the Holy Spirit'; that Divine 2 Pet. i. 4
nature, dela (pvais, as St Peter styleth it, that principle and spring of spiritual motion by him inserted in us; from which only seed or nature do
sprout all heavenly graces and virtues^
The principal and original virtue, charity, (The
root, the fountain, the mother of all goodness, as
St Chrysostom calleth it') even that is shed abroad Eom. v. 5.
in our hearts by the Holy Spirit given unto us, as
St Paul telleth us; and The fruit, saith he, of the Eph. v. 9.
Spirit is in all goodness, righteousness, and truth; and.
Love, joy, peace, longsuffering, benignity, goodness, oai. v. 22.
faith, meekness, temperance, are by the same divine
'^ To Uvevpa vvvavTiXapfidveTai Tois da-6eveiais vpav.—Rom. viii. 26.
' Vis divinse gratise, potentior utique n a t u r a . — T e r t u l l . [de
Anim. cap. xxi. Opp. p . 279 B.J
° Ov ydp ia-Tiv dpapTr^pdrav diraXKayrjvai dvev Trjs TOV UvevpaTOS
evepyeias Chrys.
* Ke(f)dXaiov avTrj irdvTav iffTi TCOV dyaOwv, Kal pi(a, Kal trrjyr], Kai

p^np.—Id.
p. 389.J

[de Incompreh. Dei Nat. Orat. i. Opp. Tom. vi.
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SEEM. Apostle reckoned streams from the same source
T XTII

•

•

'

• fruits of the same rich and goodly stock: to it generally are attributed all purification of our hearts,
mortification of our lusts, sanctification of our lives,
1 Cor. vi. and consequently salvation of our souls: Ye, saith
St Paul, are washed, ye are sanctified, ye are
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by
2 Thess. ii. the Spirit of our God; and, God hath chosen us
'^"
from the beginning to salvation by sanctification oj
iVet.i.22. the Spirit, and belief of the truth; and, Having,
saith St Peter, purified our souls in obedience to
the truth, hy the Spirit, unto charity unfeigned; and
Eom. viii. If, saith St Paul again, by the Spirit ye mortify
^ ^'
the deeds of the fiesh, ye shall live; thus doth our
spiritual being and state, together with our hfe
and active powers, depend upon the Holy Spirit,
and not only so; but,
3 The continued subsistence and preservation,
the actual use and exercise of them, all our discreet
conduct, all our good practice do rely upon him: it
is true of our spiritual,, no less than of our natural
Ps. civ. 29. life. If he doth avert his face, we are troubled;
if he doth subtract his influence, we die, and return
unto our dust: upon all occasions we do need his
Jtr. X. 23. direction, aid, and comfort; for The way of man,
as the Prophet saith, is not in himself; it is not
Ps. xxxvii. in man that walketh to direct his steps: It is the
'^^'
Lord, as the Psalmist saith, that ordereth the
steps of a good man, and upholdeth him with his
cxmi.s,io. hand. We have all need to pray with that good
man ; Cause me to know the way wherein I should
imdk; teach m.e to do thy ivill, for thou a,rt my
God; thy Spirit is good, lead me into the land oj
uprightness.
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We are vain and uncertain in our opinions, SEEM.
fickle and irresolute in our purposes, slow and
'~
heavy in our proceedings; apt to faint and falter,
to stumble and slip in all our practice; we do need
therefore this sure oracle to consult in our doubts
and darkness; this faithful friend to direct and
advise us in our affairs; this constant monitor to
rouse and quicken us in our undertakings; this
powerful guardian to support and establish us in
our ways: it is, in respect to good men, this steady
hand that holdeth the helm, and gently steereth
their course through the blind tracks of religious
practice; withdrawing them from those dangerous
shelves of error and temptation, upon which they
are apt to split; it is this heavenly gale, that
filleth their sails with constant resolution, and
fairly driveth them forward in their voyage toward
eternal bliss. H e softly doth whisper and insinuate good thoughts into us; doth kindle pious
desires, doth cherish virtuous intentions, doth promote honest endeavours; he seasonably checketh
and restraineth us from sin; he faithfully reproveth
and upbraideth us for committing it; he raiseth
wholesome remorse, shame, and displeasure for our
unworthiness and folly; he sweetly warmeth our
cold affections, inflaming our hearts with devotion
toward God; he qualifieth us, and encourageth us
to approach the throne of grace, breeding in us
faith and humble confidence, prompting us fit
matter of request, becoming our advocate and intercessor for the good success of our prayers;
Through Christ Jesus, saith St Paul, we have access Eph.ii. i8.
by one Spirit unto the Father; and. The Spirit ^om. vm.
helpeth our infirmities; for we know not what we

458

A Whit-Sunday

Sermon

SEEM, should ask for as we ought; but the Spirit itself
'- intercedeth for us.
H e guardeth us, he standeth by us, he sustaineth us in all trials and temptations, afford2 Cor. xii. ing grace sufficient to escape or to endure them;
I Cor. X. Not suffering us to he tempted above what we
'^'
are able.
H e supporteth and comforteth us in our afllictions and distresses of all kinds, of our inward and
outward estate; this David knew when in his pePs. li. II, nitential agonies he prayed. Cast me not away from
thy presence, and take not thy Holy Spirit from
me; restore unto me the joy of thy salvation, and
uphold me with thy free Spirit: this those first
Christians felt, who, under persecutions and aU
Acts xiii. outward discouragements, were yet filled with joy,
fx.'3i,&c. s-iid did walk in the comfort of the Holy Ghost;
whence that testimony of St Paul concerning the
I Thess. i. Thossalonians; Ye were followers of me, and of the
Lord, receiving the word in much affliction, with
joy of the Holy Ghost: by it the blessed saints,
martyrs, and confessors being inspired, did not
only with admirable patience, but incredible alacrity, undergo the extremest losses, ignominies,
and tortures, which the spite of hell and rage of
the world could inflict on them.
I t is, in fine, this Holy Spirit which is the sole
author and spring of all true delight, of all real
I Pet. i. 8. content within us; of that unspeakable joy in beEom. XV. ijg^jjg^ ^-1^^^ gaiety of hope, that satisfaction in
Heb. iii.6. .^gjj doing; the partaking of his society, influence,
and consolation, is, indeed, the most delicious repast and richest cordial of our soul; the nearest
resemblance, the sweetest foretaste of paradise.
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So many, so great; yea far more, far greater SEEM.
than, should the time give me leave, I could enu'merate or express, are the benefits accruing to us
from this most excellent gift of God, by him graciously conferred upon all good Christians; for
which we should correspondently endeavour with
all our hearts to praise and thank him; in all our
lives to make grateful and worthy returns for it;
especially by well using it to the greatest purposes,
for which it was bestowed, of enabhng us to serve
God, of preserving us from sin, of conducting us to
eternal salvation.
Let us earnestly invite this holy guest unto us,
by our prayers unto him, who hath promised to
bestow his Spirit upon those which ask it, to impart Luke xi.
this living stream to every one which thirsteth after joim vU.
it; let us willingly receive him into our hearts, let 37,38)39us treat him with all kind usage, with all humble
observance. Let us not exclude him by supine
neglect or rude resistance; let us not grieve him Acts vii.
by our perverse and froward behaviour toward Ipt. iv.
him; let us not tempt him by our fond presump-|°^j j^j^
tions or base treacheries; let us not quench his ^j^^ ^
heavenly light and heat by our foul lusts and i Thess. v.
passions: but let us admit gladly his gentle
illapses; let us hearken to his faithful suggestions ; let us comply with his kindly motions; let
us demean ourselves modestly, consistently, and
officiously toward him: that we may so do, God
of his infinite mercy grant unto us, through
Jesus Christ our Lord; to whom, with the same
Holy Spirit, for ever be all glory and praise.
Amen.
0 God, the strength of all them that put their
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SEEM, trust in thee, mercifully accept our prayers; and
•_ because, through the weakness of our mortal nature,
we can do no good thing without thee, grant us the
help of thy grace, that in keeping of thy commandments we Tnay please thee both in will and deed,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

SERMON LXIV ^
AN ADEQUATE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD ATTAINABLE BY MAN.

COLOSS. I I I . 2.
Set your affections on things above, not on things on
the earth.

T

IS visible enough, that this text includes two
parts; a precept and a prohibition; that en- SEEM.
joining us to mind [(ppovelv) things above, this
1
forbidding us to mind things below. The terms
wherein they are expressed seem to contain nothing difficult or ambiguous. yet I shall endeavour
somewhat to declare the import of them, not so
much with intent to explain them, as to exercise in
you the remembrance and consideration of what
you well know about them.
I And first concerning the act relating in
common to the objects set down in both parts, I
observe, that the word (ppovelv, here translated, to
set affection upon, doth in itself primarily, and also
in common use, denote an advertency, or intent
application of the mind upon any object; of the
mind, that is of a man's whole rational part, comprehending in it the powers of understanding, will,
affection, active endeavour ; so that it may imply
(either separately or conjunctly) the direction of
our understanding to know, of our will to choose,
of our affection to love, desire, dehght in; of
[* Printed for thefirsttime. See Preface.]
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SEEM, our activity to prosecute any good proposed (good
really, or in appearance good to us) : to consider
and study upon it; to incline toward and embrace
i t ; to affect and relish it; to seek and reach at it.
Whence according as the quality of the object
seems most probably to require, the word is (or
may well be) diversely rendered; sometimes with
special respect to the understanding, to think,
judge, regard, esteem, (of which acception examples
are most frequent and obvious) ; sometimes with
more peculiar reference to the will and affections,
as here to set our aftections upon; and in that
Matt. xvi. rebuke of our Saviour to St Peter, to savour : Go
^^'
behind me, Satan, thou art a scandal to me, OTI
ov (ppovels Ta TOV Qeov, bccausc thou savourest not
the things of God. And that exhortation of St
Phil. ii. 5. P a u l

to the Phihppians :

TOVTO

ydp

(ppovelcrOa) ev

vfxiv d Kal ev XpiaTw 'l^crov, maybe interpreted thus;
Be you like affected (or so disposed in will and
affection) as Christ was; so voluntarily to embrace
(or however to be thoroughly content with) a
mean outward condition; to submit patiently to
God's will, in undergoing death, or any affliction
incident to you by God's disposal, even as he did:
and sometime it may be conceived, to imply especially the employing our active endeavours upon
the thing mentioned; as where it is said, d <ppov<Sv
Eom. xiv. Ttjv }jfxepav, Kvpicp (ppovel: He that observes a day
^'
(or regards it so, as to perform certain supposed
duties, or to abstain from certain works therein)
observes it to the Lord: and so might (ppove'iv be
here taken, if we should understand this precept
to be altogether the same with that in the verse
immediately precedent, ^v^etTe Td aiw: Seek the
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things above, seeking chiefly seeming to imply an SEEM.
active pursuance of the object specified. There is ^"^^^
further a sense of this word not unusual, and
elegant enough, according to which (ppovelv signifies to side with some party in preference, or opposition to some other: as (ppovelv Td 'Pw/Jialwv, to
take part with the Romans, in a contest or war
against others; which sense is very applicable to
the probable meaning of this place; which, as
divers others of kin to it, seems chiefly to be intended in way of comparison, and upon supposal
of some competition, or repugnance as when our
Saviour enjoins : Treasure not up treasures upon Matt. vi.
earth; but treasure up treasures for yourselves in '^'
heaven; and when it is said: / will have mercy,
and not sacrifice: here; Mind things above, not ix.13.
things upon the earth, would, according to this use
of the word, be thus expounded : Take part with
things above, not with things on earth: when
earthly things contend with heavenly for your care
and affection; when the flesh doth eTndvfxelv /caraGai. v. 17.
TOV TTvevnaTos, is competitor with the spirit; when
minding of both is inconsistent, always prefer the
party of heaven before that of earth; adhere to
and follow those; neglect and forsake these things:
do what our Saviour commands, ^j^reTre TrpwTov, Matt.vi.
Seek first the kingdom of God, and the righteousness
thereof. But (not to insist, or rely upon criticisms)
I shah suppose the word here meant according to
its most comprehensive signification, and that St
Paul doth admonish us to employ (only or chiefly)
all our mental faculties, our study, our choice, our
passion, our endeavours upon superior objects, and
not upon these inferior things.
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2 Furthermore, secondly, concerning the objects of that act, things above, and things upon
earth, I shall propound to be considered; that as
every man naturally consists of two parts, very
different in their properties; a corruptible body
formed of earth, and an immortal spirit breathed
from heaven: as he is apt to perceive two kinds
of satisfaction, or delight, one agreeable to bodily
temper, the other suiting to rational esteem ; as
he is capable of subsisting in two diverse states
of life, one here present upon the earth in conjunction with his frail body, for a short time; the
other hereafter elsewhere, as God shall please, to
all eternity; so especially a Christian man may be
considered as having a double capacity, each of
them grounding a distinct kind of obligations and
I Cor. XV. concernments. H e may first be considered as a
'^^''^^'
son of the first Adam, who was made els ^l/v^vv
^waav, 'a living soul (inserted into an earthly tabernacle ;) as bearing the image TOV ;)(ot/coi), the
man taken from dust, half-brother to things here
consisting of earthly matter; a member of this
visible society, or commonwealth of mankind, and
an inhabitant of this terrestrial world, appointed
to pass a temporary life therein; a life of sense,
and common reason; capable of many pleasant
enjoyments, and subject to many grievous inconveniencies; to the procuring or avoiding which
respectively he is furnished with sufficient powers
enabling him, he is endued with vehement appetites inclining him ; he hath many great advantages afforded him, there being nothing which he
can need or require, that nature and providence
have not competently supplied him Avith the means
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of obtaining : whence arise both obligfations and SEEM.
.
LXIV
concernments
to
employ
the
powers
given
him,
his thought and endeavour, for the preservation
of this life, and t h e comfortable enjoyment thereof.
The being apprehensive and sensible of which concernments is apt to breed unto him much matter
of action; to engage him upon great business and
traffic in the world, to put him upon the exercise
and exertion of all his faculties, and thoughtful
contrivance, and laborious execution of what seems
conducible to the promotion of them he plots and
toils incessantly to settle himself in the possession
of all the accommodations possible; to supply all
his needs, and satisfy all his desire; to secure himself from whatever seems destructive, or distasteful to him. The scene of all which action being
this great clod of earth, and the matters about
which it is conversant, things present here before
us, hence all matters relating to this condition of
man are styled T J eirl TTJS yv^, things upon the
earth: which, otherwhere, for like respects are called
the goods of this life ; xd TOV KOCTHOU, things of the Luke xvi.
world; things TOV alwvos TOVTOV, of this age or j cor. vii.
transitory state: secular things ; r a f^XeTrdfxeva Kal 33j^j^^..
TrpiaKuipa, things visible and temporary:
things ^s^^ .^_
which may be reduced to three chief kinds, the 2 Tim. iv.
common objects of human solicitude and travail: ^ g^^. j^
of the fxepinvaL jiiwTiKal, thoso cares of life, with '8.
which men are commonly so much distracted and
disturbed : these three kinds, I say; the necessary provisions of life, r a irpds X^^nv (as St Peter 2 Pet. i. 3.
calls them) things necessary or convenient to this
life; the superfluous pleasures of sense; the entertainments of curious fancy: for nature doth first
B. S. VOL. IV.
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SEEM, potently stir us to provide for the preservation
LXIV
and sufficient contentment of our life; to prevent
death and remove grievous pain, by acquiring and
keeping those things, Queis humana sibi doleat
natura negatis^: then doth sensual appetite importunately solicit for some gratifications to itself
(accessory and beyond natural necessity); lastly,
when nature is contented and sense glutted, then
doth extravagant fancy put in and demand a share
of satisfaction; some pretty sports and divertisements she requires to be entertained with. Which
three sorts of worldly things perhaps St John
might respect, when summing up the contents of
1 Johnii. the world (the TTUV TO ev TW KOGIXM) he finds all
to amount but to these three things. The desire
of the fiesh, the desire of the eyes, and the ostentation of life; for, the flesh (or bodily frame)
requires what is absolutely needful and grateful
to natural life; the eyes and ears and other organs of sense, (which the eye may synecdochically
represent) do hunt for more exquisite delicacies
to please them; the fancy would be humoured
with fine and pompous shows. 'Tis in order to
these, that men generally with such eagerness pursue after riches, and honour, and power; by the
means of which they hope to preserve themselves
from all want, to enjoy delights easily, and abundantly to satisfy their curiosities : riches they suppose will furnish them with all things noodful,
pleasant, and ornamental to their state ; honour
will draw, and power drive others to a subserviency
or assistance of them in procuring of thoso, to
their apprehension, very good things. Such things
'• [Hor. Sat. i. i. 7r,.]
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therefore, and in fine all things relating to this SEEM.
present, earthly, transitory life are the Ta iwl rij? ^-^^^7^9, things upon the earth: yet will I not dissemble, that sometimes (and possibly in this place
according to the principal intention thereof) by
earthly things and things of this world are understood not all things promiscuously, but the bad
(culpable and condemnable) things of the world;
the erroneous opinions, impious customs, vicious
practices generally prevalent among men : concerning which sort of things, I suppose St John
is to be interpreted, when he thus exhorts and
denounces : Love not the world, nor the things in i John ii.
the world; if any man love the world, the love of^^'
the Father is not in him: and St James, when
he saith. That the love (or friendship with) the James iv.
world is enmity against God. For, as a moderate '^'
content in some worldly enjoyments (relating to
this life, being of an indifferent and innocent
nature) is by God allowed, yea in some cases commended, and enjoined ; and is apt also to produce
in us a thankful sense of Divine goodness, and
consequently some degrees of love unto God; so,
complying with the corrupt principles, or wicked
practices of the world is both sign and cause of
want of love toward God, yea of aversation from
him, and hatred toward him. And that St Paul,
in this place, doth especially respect such things
as those (bad and vicious things) is likely, for that
presently after he subjoins as deduction from the
p r e c e d i n g d i s c o u r s e : NeK-pwaare ovv Ta fieXri Vfxwv Ta Col. iii. s.

eVt Tns yrjs: Mortify therefore your members upon the
earth, fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection,
evil desire and covetousness; implying (it seems)
30—2
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SEEM, these to be the things, at least the chief things
'- upon earth which we should abstain from placing
our minds upon ; and by a neglect of them, die
as it w^ere unto them, and make them dead to us.
But it being most safe and profitable (where the
analogy of truth permits, and other evident rules
consent thereto) to understand precepts in the
most capacious sense, I shall assume, that by
things on earth is meant, as I before spake, all
things relating to the life I have described.
2 But there is, secondly, another infinitely more
considerable capacity (the proper capacity of a
Christian as so) to be regarded; according to which
he is said to bear (at least in design) the image of
the second, heavenly and spiritual Adam, who was
I Cor.XV, m a d e els Trvevfxa XWOTTOIOVV, a vivific Spirit; to partake
^^'
of a more vigorous and energetical life; not subject
either to change or to cease. By sincere embracing
and due admittance into Christianity he is in a manner dead to this, and translated into another invisible
world ; born again from above, and created anew,
to lead there another immortal life; a life of pure
understanding, and perfect goodness (begun and
entered upon here, though but imperfectly, and in
way of probation; to be completed and assured
hereafter.) H e is furnished with other faculties
as it were, or habits of soul enabling him; and
endued with new appetites prompting him to seek
after delightful enjoyments of another kind and
nature; contemplation of divine truth; complacence in goodness; and righteousness ; performing
works of beneficence, and charity; clearing his
judgment from vain conceits, and cleansing his
heart from vicious inclinations ; calming his pas-
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sions, and governing his actions according to rules SEEM.
of spiritual prudence ; satisfying his conscience in
^
the sincere endeavour to practise all his duty;
(all the commands of God, and dictates of good
reason;) adorning his mind with all needful knowledge and virtue ; reaching after the most excellent rewards propounded and under certain conditions promised unto him. By entering upon
this life he becomes member of another corporation ; is adopted into another family; is enfranchised and enrolled among the children, the
burgesses and free denizens of the Jerusalem Gai. iv. 26.
above, the city

of the living

God;

is accounted Heb. xii.
"21 0,7.,

(TvfXTToX'iTtjs TWV dy'ioov, a fellow-citizen of the saints, Eph. u. 19.
and o'lKelos TOV Qeov, a domestic of God; or allied

unto God; assumed into that most high and noble
family, the eKKXrja'ia TrpwTOTOKwv, the select company
of those elder-brothers, assuredly entitled to an
eternal inheritance of joy and bliss. H e becomes
a subject (the Scripture says more, a peer, a prince,
a priest, anointed to a royal priesthood, intended
for a co-partner in the government and administration) of that glorious kingdom, the metropolis
of which and seat of imperial residence is in
heaven; in heaven, the throne of God, the sovereign ruler of this kingdom. By this relation he
is instated in many admirable privileges (and if by
neglecting his interest and revolting from his engagements, he incurs no forfeiture, hath an undoubted right of reversion to more and greater),
the love and favour of God; the communion and
comforts of the Holy Spirit; free access and intercourse at the court of heaven; the intercession
of the great King, his only Son, sitting at his right
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SEEM, hand: the promise, from God's infallible word, of
all manner of blessings here, and a capacity of perfect everlasting felicity hereafter. From hence
result suitable obligations and concernments : he
is obliged to behave himself as becomes so high
I Thess. ii. a quality, so worthy relations": to be an orderly
Coi.i. 10. member of that holy society; a loyal subject of
' • ^' '^'^' that heavenly kingdom; endeavouring faithfully
and earnestly the observance of its laws, the promotion of its interests, the advancement of its
honour, the enlargement of its dominions, according to the particular station assigned him therein,
and the means afforded him; lest for his treachery,
irregularity, disobedience and unworthiness he be
deprived of the rights and privileges thereof; his
person banished thence, and his name expunged
out of the Book of Life. 'Tis expected and required from him, that he deck himself (from the
wardrobe of divine grace set open to him) with fit
habiliments becoming the dignity of that honourable estate; pulling off the sordid rags of iniquity
and impurity; and investing himself with that
goodly apparel, those white robes of holiness and
righteousness. H e must study to acquire dispositions of soul agreeable to the company and conversation of that blessed place; dispositions of piety,
charity, sobriety, sincerity, meekness; raising his
thoughts and affections from all base and mean
objects; purifying his heart from all foul and
brutish lusts; repressing all rash and exorbitant
passions; subduing all presumptuous and haughty
conceits; discharging all fond and perverse humours;
'A^I'QJJ TOO Qeov TOV KOXOVVTOS els Tr)v eavrov fiacriXeiav Kai bo^av.—

1 Til ess. ii. 12.
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forbearing all mischievous and fraudulent designs, SEEM.
all vicious and wicked practices; that he may be
^Zl
worthy (in God's merciful estimation worthy, and
fitly qualified) to enter and dwell there, jvhither
nothing common or unclean can enter; nothing
vain or froward, nothing fierce or tumultuous; no
wrath, or malice; no pride, envy, or detraction; no
craft, guile or deceit; no strife or clamour can ever
abide: whence, as St John tells us, all dogs (bark- Eev. xxii.
ing and biting, impudent and surly creatures, much '^'
more, foul swine, lascivious goats, cunning foxes,
virulent serpents, ravenous wolves and cruel tigers)
are excluded; only chaste and innocent doves;
meek and gentle lambs are admitted: where alone
unfeigned Religion and piety; unspotted sanctity
and integrity; undisguised truth and simplicity;
undisturbed peace and tranquillity; unbounded love
and charity; incessant joy and felicity do in perfect degree, and constant durance for ever reign
and flourish. H e is thus obliged; and is also
infinitely concerned to attend upon these things;
to secure his title to, and improve his hopes of 2 Pet. L 10.
1

1

1

•

1

J.1

these inestimable benefits; to husband wisely the
opportunities and advantages which may further
him; to remove the impediments that cross him;
to defeat the enemies that oppose him in the
prosecution of this his great design. Now for
the maintenance, and good conduct of this spiritual life, for comphance with those high obligations; for the successful management of those
weighty concernments, 'tis manifest, that his most
serious care, his most diligent endeavours are
requisite; that he needs to employ thereupon
all the faculties of his mind; to use his best

Phil. u. 12.
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SEEM, understanding for discerning the most safe way,
and fitting means of arriving to that blessed end;
to consider much and often upon affairs of so vast
importg-nce; to direct his will and rouse his affections (those mighty springs and wheels of action)
to a willing embracing of, and a hearty compliance
in those duties; to exert the utmost power and
contention of his whole spirit, upon this one only
necessary business; by the success of which his
main fate is determined; upon which his either
extreme and endless happiness or misery will be
consequent. Now because the principal matters
of all these transactions and employments; the
main scope the Christian man aims at; the perfection of that spiritual life he is engaged to lead;
the consummation of that happy state which he
aspires to; the society to which he is related, and the
government he is subject unto, are things essentially resident in, or originally derived from, or
ultimately tending to that superior region of light
and bliss, the throne of the eternal God, and
habitation of blessed spirits; hence all things however respecting that spiritual life and happy state
are called rd dvw, things above; otherwise, upon
John iii. like accounts, rd enovpdvia, hcavcnly things, (so our
Saviour called the doctrine of regeneration by
baptism and the Holy Spirit), rd TOV Qeov, things
Matt. xvi. of God, (so our Saviour styles the events foretold
^^'
by him concerning his passion and resurrection,
predetermined by God in order to man's redempActsi. 3; tion and salvation), rd irepl TIJ^ jSaatXelas, the tlujujs
concerning the kingdom qf heaven; or the kingdom of God, (so the subjects of our Saviour and
his Apostles' preaching, designed to the same
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purposes, are commonly named), rd TOV irvevfxaTos SEEM.
and rd TTveviJiaTiKd, things of the divine Spirit and
spiritual things, as relating to that spiritual life: \ ^°^f^'
things invisible and eternal. I n regard to our
occupation about or aiming at which things, the ^ Cor. iv.
author to the Hebrews calls the Christian profession KXijais eirovpdvios, the heavenly vocation; Heb. iii. i.
and St Paul, JJ dvo) KXijais, the calling above: and 20.' ™''^'
affirms that our iroXiTevMa (our civil state, or acting
in capacity as citizens; our political, whether relations or conversations) are in the heavens; where
we sliould maintain commerce with God and
Christ; whither we should elevate our thoughts and
desires; where we should hope for ever to reside.
These are the superior things here questionless
intended, which by this apostolical precept, or exhortation we are obliged to mind; and 'tis plain
that of them there be several ranks and kinds: it
were infinitely hard and perhaps not so material
exactly to digest and enumerate them; for they
are equally extended with the heaven itself, and
in some manner exceed it; all things in the world
may according to some consideration be superior
things, and come under this cognizance: the most i cor. x.
indifferent and common things, as they may be ^''
apphed to pious use, and sanctified by holy ends;
as they may one way or other be subservient and
instrumental to the purposes of spiritual life; as
they may prove steps by which we climb upwards,
may be reduced hither: yea, even the worst things,
as the knowledge and study of them may enable
or induce us to shun and abhor them, are comprehended within the latitude of these objects,
.

;

XT, + Eom. viu.

and appertain to the (ppovrjiJ^a TOV -rrvevp-aTOi, tnat e.
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SEEM, spiritual minding here enjoined: he that minds
—
hell itself as declaring God's justice and hatred
of iniquity; as deterring us from disobedience to
God's commands; as admonishing us to fly hastily
from the miseries thereof; doth in a sort exalt it
into the condition of the Ta dvw, and may be truly
reputed thereby to mind things above: for as it
concerns the mariner to regard shelves and quicksands, that he may decline them; as the knowledge of diseases and poisons is necessary to the
physician, that he may be able to prevent or remedy them; as in logic we must understand the
manners of fallacy, as well as the rules of right
reason; so 'tis expedient that a Christian should
w^ell know the vices to be avoided by him, and
well consider the punishments due to them: and
in doing thus, he doth set his mind on things
above, and comply with this direction or precept
apostolical. But for our somewhat more distinct
and orderly proceeding, and that we may reduce
our meditation within some bounds; I shall rank
the principal (most properly, directly, and immediately so called) of these things into several kinds,
especially to be minded by us; they are first substantial beings: Almighty God, the most blessed
and glorious Trinity; the fountain of our spiritual
life, and main object of our duty the holy angels
and beatified saints, the ministers of our good, and
patterns of our practice. Secondly, our spiritual
relations; of children, subjects, and ser\'aiits; of
brethren, friends, companions, and followers (respectively) to those illustrious members of that
heavenly society. Thirdly, the state and condition
of the future life itself the joys and benefits of
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heaven, to which we are probationers and can- SEEM.
didates. Fourthly, the qualities or dispositions of ^-^^^
mind to be acquired, maintained, increased by us
as requisite to the possession of that happy state;
including aU spiritual virtues and wisdom. Fifthly,
the actions to be performed by us in way of necessary duty, or means convenient in order to the
promised ends; in which are to be comprehended
the truths and doctrines; the precepts, and premises,
and arguments directing, encouraging, persuading
us to spiritual practice. To all which I suppose
this apostolical injunction doth extend, according
to the explication given of the act required from
us, and so to be performed by us, as best suits to
the nature of those things: understanding for
example, that we should so mind God, as to reverence and serve him; so mind the blessed saints
above, as to honour and imitate them; so mind
our spiritual relations, as to behave ourselves worthily of them; so mind the state of heavenly
felicity, as to desire, hope, and labour after an
assurance (at least a fitness) to attain it; so mind
spiritual graces, as to procure and cherish them in
ourselves; so mind all spiritual duties, as effectually
to perform them; so mind all means conducible to
our spiritual edification, as to make the best advantage of them. Thus in general; now let us more
distinctly survey particulars, and consider in what
manner, and for what reasons we should so mind
them.
The supreme object (first) of this duty is
Almighty God, whom we should especially direct
and employ all the faculties of our mind upon;
our understandings, in humble contemplation of his
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sEEjr. admirable perfections, shining forth in the works
—^—- of nature, and in the course of providence; but
more clearly discovered to us in the sacred Scriptures; in studying to know, and duly to value the
wonderful benefits and favours by him graciously
conferred upon us; in grounding and building up
our faith of those most excellent and important
truths (the holy doctrine and comfortable promises)
by him revealed unto us; in diligently learning
and impressing upon our hearts the duties (the
most just and reasonable duties, of reverence, love,
gratitude, and universal obedience) required by
him from us. Our will also; in bending it to a
ready conipliance with his good laws; in approving his faithful actions and admonitions to us; in
embracing gladly and thankfully the good things
he bestows or offers unto us; in choosing his favour
for our greatest good, and placing our chief happiness in the fruition of him. Our affections next;
by loving him, with a most cordial and sincere, a
most intense and fervent charity or benevolence,
by delighting in our thoughts and meditations
about him, in our hopes and reliances upon him;
in our addresses and services performed unto him;
in the praise of his goodness, and celebration of
his holy name; by earnestly desiring his favour,
and above all things dreading his displeasure; and
with hearty contrition grieving for the sins wo
have committed against him-; the manifold neglects of our duty towards him, the heinous disrespects, affronts, and wrongs we have put upon
him. And in correspondence with these, lastly, all
the active powers of our soul; our utmost endeavours, our effectual practice should conspire in real
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service of him; in doing his will, and advancing SEEM.
his glory. I n such manner are we obliged to
mind God; I need not for to prove it; for every
page in Scripture teaches it, every work in nature
evinces it, and almost all the world confess it.
And to the doing thereof one would think there
should not need much persuasion or excitement;
the duty is so reasonable, the object so alluring. Ps. xxxiv.
'Tis a wonder that so illustrious a spectacle, so ^'
ravishing a beauty, should not irresistibly draw
our eyes to gaze upon it; that so delicious a
banquet should not efficaciously invite our appetite
to taste it; that the highest truth should not easily
attract our thoughts; nor the greatest good powerfully move our affections. Yet since there have
been such of whom it hath been truly said, God is ^: 4;
not in all their thoughts; They do not understand Jerem'. ix.
and seek God; They know not the Lord, yea, they iThess.iv
refuse to know him; They are ddeoi ev TW Koaixw, | , ^ j^
without God, that is, without any consideration or
regard of him, in the world: and because perhaps,
we are all somewhat deficient in this point, and
however cannot exceed in it; I shall propound
some further inducements to this practice (intending to expatiate upon this most considerable
part of the precept, and to spend thereon all my
present meditation). For to raise ourselves therefore to the minding of God, let us consider, that
God is, I the most proper and connatural; 2 the
noblest and most worthy; 3 the most sweet and
delightful; 4 the most useful and beneficial object of
our mind; of our understanding and our affection.
I. I say, first, God is the most proper and connatural object of our mind; of our understanding
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SEEM, and our affection. Of our understanding, for he
is most intelligible; of our affection, for he is most
amiable.
I I say, first, God is most intelligible; meaning
that we are capable of knowing more; more clearly,
more assuredly of God, than of any other, yea,
than of all other things: a proposition, which because some may doubt of, I shall more largely insist
upon the declaration ofi 'Tis an axiom in Arist o t l e , ''EKaaTov cos e^et TOV elvai, OVTW KUI Ttjs dXrjQe'ias^'.

what a thing is in itself, that it is in relation to
the understanding; that which is most perfect in
its own nature, may best be known; as to the
corporeal eye, the greater things are in bulk, the
more spleildid in colour, the more regular in shape,
the more steady in their place or state, the more
vigorous in operation; so much the more efficaciously they move the sense: things very small,
dusky, disfigured, unstable and inactive are hardly
discernible; make none or very faint impulses
and impressions on the sense: so is it in regard
of the superior apprehensive faculties. the higher
perfection in eminent properties; the greater simplicity and uniformity of nature; the more of consistency and immutability; the more of strength
and energy they partake; the more perceptible
they are; the more clear and genuine conceptions
of themselves they are apt to produce in the understanding. How difficult (if not impossible) it
is to arrive to any full, or certain knowledge of
other objects, experience plainly teaches; since the
most sedulous inquiries made by the choicest wits,
for above two thousand years, have scarce afforded
"" Metaph. ii. 1.

attainable hy Man.

479

us any one unquestionable theorem in natural
philosophy; hardly one infallible maxim of ethical
prudence or policy; all things being as much exposed to doubt and dispute, as they were of old,
when admiration and curiosity first prompted men
to search after the cause of things; the reasons of
which bad success in such attempts, are some of
them obvious enough: for that the things commonly objected to our mind, by reason that the
principles (or first ingredients of which they consist, and from whence chiefly their operations proceed) are in themselves so small and insensible; of
their divers compositions and mixtures one with
the other; their variable and flitting constitution
(in birth, growth, maturity, declination and decay);
their numberless differences in circumstances and
extrinsical accidents befalling them; that (I say)
from such like causes our knowledge of ordinary
things (in degree of all creatures) is very hard and
uncertain: when we know them, we know them
not; for they are presently altered and vanished;
and before we are aware, become other things: all
things are like rivers, in perpetual flux and agitation; before we can with our greatest attention get
any more than a sudden and imperfect glance of
them, they are run away from us, and quickly
swaUowed up in a sea of unfathomable depth and
obscurity; they are like marks in a speedy restless
motion, at which we can take no certain aim; and
'tis very improbable that we should ever hit them"
But Almighty God is in his nature, and in all
his properties infinitely simple, consistent, and
" This consideration made Heraclitus a sceptic, and induced
him to believe nothing certainly true or fully intelligible.

SEEM.
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SEEM, immutable: he admits no change, or shadow of
LXIV
.
.
.
alteration; he persists eternally the same in all; in
^amesi. ^^^ attributos; in his purposes; in his proceedings:
Ps. cii. 11, 3Iy days are like a shadow that declineth, and I
'"' ''•
am withered like grass; but thou art the same, and
thy years shall have no end, saith the Psalmist;
comparing the nature and state of God with the
constitution and condition of creatures. Furthermore of other objects, we can perceive very little;
only some faint colours, some superficial shapes,
some dull objects; while their intrinsic nature,
their chief radical properties remain enclosed and
debarred from our sight in an inaccessible darkness. But of God we may apprehend (in some
degree, according to our natural capacity) his most
Actsii.II; essential attributes; rd fxeyaXela TOV Qeov, his
(magnificences) great things; his infinite goodness,
wisdom, and power, (not from a few, slender, and
glimmering conjectures, but) by most conspicuous
arguments, and convincing testimonies innumerable:
xiv. 17.

Oi'K' afxapTvpov

eavTov

a(prjKev, God

hath

nOt (aS S t

Paul saith) left himself unattested to, not even to
natural light and reason. All creatures by their
beauty and by their order testify his wisdom; by
their usefulness and by their delightfulness give
in evidence for his goodness; by their vast greatness and their firm stability declare his power and
majesty. We cannot without shutting our eyes
exclude that light of Divine glory, which fills and
illustrates the world: without stopping our oars
we cannot but hear that universal shout (that real
harmony of the spheres) which all creatures in
heaven and earth consent in utterance to his jn-aiso.
Every star in hea\'cn, every beast, every plant.
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every mineral, yea every stone upon the earth; SEEM.
some in a language very loud and express do proclaim'^; others in a more still and low (yet to an
attent ear sufficiently audible and significant) strain
do speak those most glorious properties of God,
and utter thankful doxologies unto him: There is Ps. xix. 3,
no speech nor language, where their voice is not '^'
heard; their line (or rather their note, their accent,
0 (pOdyyos aiirdiv (LXX.) ) is gone out through all
the earth, and their words to the end qf the world.
So t h a t , a s S t P a u l s p e a k s , TO yvwoTov

TOV Qeov, Eom. i.

the cognoscibility of God, is (pavepdv ev avTols, is '^' ^°'
evidently perceptible in and by them°; and the invisible things of God [even his eternal power and
divinity)

aTTO KTtcrews Kocrnov

TO2S

Troifjiaacn voov/meva

KaQopaTai, are perceived by observing the makes, or
constitutions, of the creatures in the woiid. 'Tis
therefore (to my apprehension) no small mistake
to imagine, as some seem to me to do, that we can
know little or nothing concerning God; that we
can more easily and thoroughly know anything
than him: since (beside the most full and plain
revelations of Scripture, where the divine attributes
are as with a sunbeam so clearly described by
guidance of that very Spirit, which searcheth even i Cor. ii.
the depths of God, rd jidOri TOZ Qeod,) even pur- '°'
bhnd reason can discern more and greater things,
by more clear and certain signs, concerning God,
than it can concerning any other thing. Indeed
God as he is the first Being, and the first Good;
so h e i s TrpwTov dXi]0es, TtpwTOv votjrijv, the

first

truth,

•^ Quocunque te flexeris, ibi ilium videbis occurrentem tibi.
Nihil ab illo vacat, opus suum ipse implet.—Sen. de Bencf. iv. 8.
^ nda-rj

Bvrjrfi

(pvaei

yevdpevos

dOedprjros

BeapelTai.—Arist. de Mundo, cap. vi.
B. S. VOL. IV

an'

avrSiV TCOV epyav
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SEEM, and first intelligible; all things as they derive their
beings and their specific virtues from him; so 'tis
from him they partake truth and the capacity ol
being known. What the sun is in the visible
world, most visible himself, and imparting visibihty to all other things, (pardon me, if by St
Austin's licence, I rob an Egyptian, and borrow
such a notion from a Gentile philosopher); and as
whatever we behold with our bodily eyes, 'tis not
so much that thing itself which we see, as an
emanation from the sun; an imperfect image, as
it were, of him reflected from the specular surface
of some body, in itself opaque and invisible; a
mere draught of the sun; stained by the colours
and fashioned by the shape of that body; so is
God in the world of things intelligible: most
I Johni.5. brightly radiant to our intellectual eyes; (He is
light, and in him there is no kind of darkness), he
is himself most intelligible, and communicates inPs. xxxvi. telligibility to all other things: With thee, saith
David, is the fountain of life; in thy light shall
we see light: 'tis by his light, that all things are
illuminated: every creature is, as it were, speculum
Dei: whatever we discern in them, is but somJfi
indirect glimpse of his light, some faint shadow
of his power and perfection: and in this sense,
Jupiter est quodcunque vides\ But I will not proceed in this speculation, lest I seem too Platonioal,
against my will and desert; only hear, if you
please, how that great coiitemplator discourses,
(whose conceptions perhaps some too much admire.
But no man hardly, I suppose, can read or mind
bis writings without some wonder, considering the
' [Luc. Phars. i.\. 580.J
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time and place of his composing them, and the SEEM,
little means he had of attaining to that clear notion ^-^^^of some great truths, and the vivid sense of goodness apparent in them.) The sun, saith he, is the
child of the Good (the supreme Good), which he
begot analogous (or like) to himself; being to the
eye and things seen in the visible place (or region)
what himself is to the understanding, and things
understood in the intelligible region. The eyes, we
know, when we do not convert them upon those
things, whose colours the day illustrates (hut only
some nocturnal glimmerings) look obscurely, and
almost seem blind, and there is no pure [clear)
sight: hut when they are directed toward things
illuminated by the sun; they see clearly, and sight
is apparent: So is it with the soul; when it fixes
upon that which the Truth and the Being (the
supreme or absolute Truth or Being) doth shine
upon, it understands and knows it; and it appeal's
to have understanding; but when it regards things
mixed with darkness, which are generated and
destroyed, it merely opines and is dim-sighted;
changing and tossing opinions about; so that it
seems to have no understanding^
So he, in the
S [ToCroK (TOV rjXiov) Toivvv (pdvai pe Xeyeiv TOV TOV dya6ov eKyoj/oi/, ov Tayaddv iyevvrjaev dvdXoyov eavrS- 6 TI irep avTO iv T& vorjra
Towco Trpos re vovv Kal Ta voovpeva, TOVTO TOVTOV iv Ta oparm jrpos Te
o-^iv Kal Ta dpdpeva.
'0(j)daXpol—orai'
prjKeri en eKelva TIS avTovs
Tperrrj, av dv ray XP°"* '"° W^P'-""" 'P^^ ^^^XH'
" ^ ^ " '^^ vvKrepiva
<j>eyyrj, dptSXyaTTOvai Te Kal eyyvs (j)aivovTai TV(f)XS)V, acrrrep OVK
evoiarjs KaOapas o\p-ea>s—''OTav be ye, av d rfXios KaraXdprrei (rafjims
dpam, Kal Tols avTols TOVTOIS oppaaiv d-^is evovaa cj)aiveTai
Ovra
rotwv Kal TO T!JS i/'vx^y abe vdei- drav pev ov KaTaXdpnei dXijdeia Te
ical TO ov, els TOVTO direpelarjTai, ivorjcre Te Kal eyva avrd Kal vovv exeiv
4>aiveTai- drav be els TO TM O-KOTO) KeKpapevov, TO yiyvdpevov Te Kal anoXXvpevov, bo^d^ei Te Kal dp^XvcoTTei civa Kal Kara ray bd^as perafiaXXov,
Kal e'oiKev av vovv OVK e'xovn.
De Rep, VI. 608 c ]
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SEEM. Sixth of his Political Dialogues. His scholar Aris—
totle, in his first Book de Anima\ mentions a
principle assumed by some ancient philosophers,
that dfxoiov d/moiw yivwaKGTai; things are known by
something in the soul corresponding in hkeness
of nature to themselves, whence they collected,
that the soul did consist of so many ingredients
as it could perceive objects: if there be anything
of truth in that principle, and natural cognation
or similitude between the faculty and its object
doth anything contribute to an aptitude of knowledge, 'tis plain that God is the most proper and
congruous object of our understanding: for our spirit
was made according to his image; and is, as it
were, a small picture, in its chief features and
lineaments, resembling, representing him; so that
by reflecting upon our own mental powers and
operations; by being conscious of what is within
us; we indirectly contemplate, and learn somewhat of God; and we may safely infer, that whatever of good and worth we find there, it is in
him'; though in highest degree and most perfect
manner. We are avowedly his offspring, especially
according to our most noble part, immediately
breathed from him ; (even the heathens called it
diroppoiav, an efflux, or exhalation from God; diro(XTraandriov, a Splinter broke off from the divine
stock''; Divini spiritus partem, ac veluti scintillam
quandam^; A part and sparkle, as it were, of the
^ [Cap. II. 15.J
' Dei enim imago quaadam animus est, ex ipso Deo dolibata ac
profecta.—Cic. do Consol.
^ [Cf. Epict. Diss. Lib. i. c. 14. §^ G, 12.]
' Son. do Otio Sap. [cap. xxxir. An illud verum sit, quo ma.ximo
probatur, hominem divini spiritus esse partem, ac veluti scintillas
quasdam sacrorum in terras desiluisse, atque alieno loco liresisse.']
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Divine Spirit; TertuUian, more truly: Animce di- SEEM.
vincB umbram, spiritus sui auram, oris sui operam"";
A shadow of the divine mind; a breath [blast) of his
spirit; the production of his mouth; now it is
natural for children as nearly to resemble, so readily to be acquainted with their parents; by a
spontaneous instinct they are apt to run into their
bosoms, and fly under their wings. And we,
though we have been pretematurally somewhat
estranged from God (some dark clouds of igno- Eph. iv.
ranee and vice having been unhappily interposed
between our eyes and his lightsome face) yet our
nature seems not so utterly ruined and corrupted,
but that we have some natural capacity, some
tendency left to know and seek him. For all
people willingly entertain some notion of a divine
bounty, dispensing benefits to mankind; of a wise
and vigilant providence ordering affairs of the world;
to whose gracious assistance they have recourse, and
cry to for succour in their distress; upon which
kind of consideration TertuUian exclaims": O testimonium animce naturaliter Christiance. 'Tis also
further considerable, that our understanding was
originally designed to know and converse about
God: he made it as he did all other things, with
a final reference to himself, according to its degree
and nature, as a vessel for his use, as an instrument for his glory, in ornamentum majestatis sum,
as TertuUian speaks; and for what he intended it,
for that it is most fit, that is its most proper
operation; no composure inept or impertinent ever
'" De Resurr. Carn. [Cap. vii. Opp. p. 330 A.]
"' Apol. cap. XVII. [Opp. p. 17 B.]
° ' E f avTov Kal bi avTov Kal els aiiTov rd ndvra.—Rom.

XI. 36.
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SEEM, proceeded from his hand: and how otherwise can
LXIV
the mind glorify God, than by knowing him; by
approving, applauding, admiring his divine perfections? If the unintelligent part of nature was
produced by God for the declaration of his glorious
attributes, the intelligent part must by necessary
consequence (in relation thereto) be made to take
notice and consider, to admire and adore them:
what did the most excellent piece of art, the rarest
beauty signify, were there no eye to behold, no
judge to esteem it? Nature (saith a philosopher)
being conscious of her own beauty and artifice,
hath given us an inquisitive wit; and begat us
spectators to her so excellent shows; perditura
fructum sui, for that otherwise she ivould have
lost the fruit (and benefit) of herself, if she should
have exhibited her so magnificent, so bright, so
subtly elaborated, so fair, and many ways comely
views to a mere solitude'^ Inter maxima rerum
suarum natura nihil habet quo magis glorietur,
aut certe cui glorietur'^; 'tis a shaft out of the
same quiver. Nature among her greatest things
hath nothing of which she can glory more, at least
to which she can glory, than man; God, saith
Epictetus, introduced man upon the stage of the
world to be a spectator of him and his actions';
Kai ov ixovov OeaTrjv, dXXd

Kal e^rjyrjTijv

avTwv;

and

P [Curiosum nobis natura ingenium dedit: ot artis sibi ac pulchritudinis SUEO conscia, spectatores nos tantis rerum spectaculis
genuit, perditura fructum sui, si tarn magna, tam clara, tam subtiliter ducta, tam nitida, ot non uno gcnero formosa, solitudiui
ostendcret.—Sen. de Otio Sap. cap. xxxii.]
'i Id. dcl5unef. v(. 23.
O Ofds TOV avOpanuv
•wToi:—[Diss
i. 6. 19,]

Oearfjv eiaijyayev

avrov

re KU\ TOII/

epyav
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not only a spectator, which needs some attention; SEEM.
T "Y"T"y

but an interpreter, or expositor of them, which re'
quires a more exact knowledge. By not applying
therefore our thoughts upon God, we do in a
manner disappoint and frustrate God of his main
design in conferring our being upon us, yea of
producing the world and exposing it to our view;
we neglect our proper office; and like monsters
contravene the intendments of our nature; and by
doing so both shew and cause our imperfection;
for what is proper to, is always perfective of nature.
Our mind was not made and given us to pore
downwards upon dunghilly pelf; to stare idly
upon gaudy trifles; to puzzle itself with petty
matters; to hover upon this low narrow spot of
earth, or wade in this shallow dirty pool of objects
sensible; which cannot enlarge its capacity, nor
satiate its appetite of knowledge, could we fully
comprehend whatever is in them; nor enrich, nor
adorn it sufficiently, but rather defile, damnify,
debase and contract it; but it is given us and
fitted to look upwards; to soar toward that TO PMI. iii. 8.
vTrepexov Trjs 7yft)'o-ews,

t h a t eminency

of

divine

knowledge ; to dive into those I3d9tj Qeod, those i Cor. ii.
abysses of God (which though we cannot sound, '°"
we may swim in); to fix itself upon those inexhaustible treasures of adorable wisdom, the sight
whereof is apt to kindle love, and love certainly
wiU beget exceeding joy and happiness ; the study
of which wiU elevate and ennoble our minds; wdll
dilate and sweU our huge capacity, wiU appease
and content our eager desire of knowing.
I must after aU this acknowledge, that God's
being and his exceUent attributes are indeed incom-
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prehensible'; and that St Chrysostom* had reas(jn
so often to exclaim against their madness, who do
TToXvTrpayfiovelv Tr/v ova'iav TOV Qeov, are too pragmatical in their speculations about God's essence, and
d o Tols olKeiois vTTojidXXeiv XoyicTixols, subject

God and

1 Tim. vi. divine things to their own ratiocinations: I avow,
that God inhabits (pws dirpdaiTov, a light unaccessible
to the dim and weak sight of mortal men; and
Exod.
that no man can see God's face and live; that God
Deut. iv. is T^vp KaTavaX'iGKov, a fire that will scorch and deHeb xii. vour those, who by presumptuous enquiry, step too
^9near him: I know what is written; that the lisrht
Exod.

_

_

o

x.xiv. 17. of the glory of the Lord was like consuming fire
on the top of the mountain in the sight of the
children ofTsrael; that even those spiritual eagles,
Isai. vi. 2. the quick and strong-sighted seraphim, were obliged
to veil their faces as not daring to look upon, not
able to bear the fulgor of his immediate presence;
to admit the flashes of glory issuing from his
throne; that even the most illuminate secretaries of
heaven, the Prophets and Apostles, have frequent
Eom. xi. occasion, in their astonishments to cry out, w ^dQos\
33
O the profundity of richness, and wisdom, and
knowledge of God! that even his methods of exterior providence are not by our reason thoroughly
discernible; that his judgments are dve^epevvrjTa, of
an unfathomable depth and inscrutable; his paths
dve^iXviaaTot, untraceable by the feet of creature;
2 Cur. ix
his gifts dveK^it]yriToi, unconcoivablo by any thought
'5and un expressible by any language of ours: all
this I confess and affirm; and it doth nowise dash
with or prejudice what I have intended to discourse,
' Vid. J o b xxxvi. 2G.—BeliolU, Ood is great, and we know him not.

' Vid. Orat. de Incompreh. Doi Nat. Opp. Tom. v. p. 391.
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but well consents therewith, and much confirms it; SEEM.
for divme incomprehensibility is one of those attributes, which we are capable of knowing, and obliged
to consider; and it is so far from hindering, as it
doth promote his intelligibility. Is the ocean less
visible, because standing upon the shore, we cannot
descry its utmost bounds? is the fire less sensible,
because we cannot endure the utmost degrees of
heat? does the inexhaustibleness of a rich mine
forbid us to partake of its wealth, or the perennity
of a fountain hinder us from quenching our thirst
at it? may we not see the sun, because we cannot
glare directly on him, nor pierce through the
spacious orb of light? N o : the more unlimited
things are, the more correspondent they are to our
faculties, especially our rational ones, which though
they cannot at once grasp, do yet in successions of
time and by degrees catch at infinity; no finite
thing being able to satisfy their large capacities:
Quod videri communiter, quod comprehendi, quod
CBstimari potest, minus est et oculis quibus occupatur, et manibus quibus contaminatur, et sensihus
quibus invenitur, saith TertuUian": That which can
be seen, or comprehended, or esteemed is less than
the eyes hy which it is apprehended, than the hands
by which it is soiled, than the sense by which it is
found. But the immensity of God, Deum cestimari facit, dum cestimari non capit, makes God to
be esteemed, while itself is incapable of estimation, saith the same Father in his exceUent Apologetical Oration"; adding, Ita eum vis m.agnitudinis
et notum hominibus objicit et ignotum: So his
virtue (abundance) of greatness hath rendered him
" Apol. cap. XVII. [Opp. p. 16 D.]

" Ibid. [p. 17 A.]
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SEEM, both known and unknown to men: known in degree, unknown to perfection: however his incomprehensibility is no hindrance, that we may not
Hob. viii. know him dwo fxiKpov ews neydXov, from the small
Jer. xx.xi. owe (the plain simple idiot) to the great one (the
3+learned and profound doctor:) that we may not so
(humbly and modestly) contemplate his glorious
attributes, as from the consideration of them to
reverence him; and love him; and endeavour to
conform ourselves to his imitable perfections; in
Matt. V. compliance with those precepts of being like in
Lev.xi.44. perfection to our heavenly Father, and being holy,
15, te.'' according to him that hath called us, in all manner
E p h . V. I. of conversation, and following God as dear children;
which comriiandments we can in nowise fulfil without competent knowledge of God: Oculi sunt in
amore duces: affection is excited by perception of
that excellency, which begets and grounds it; and
'tis not imaginable, how one should transcribe a
copy, without viewing and attending to it. But
this point hath transported my meditation far beyond my first intendment; even so as to have
justled out from my present discourse some perhaps
more practical considerations, which I therefore
reserve for another occasion; hoping for pardon
from your candour, if my discourse shall have
seemed too speculative; since what is designed, and
may (though to semblance remotely) tend to
God's honour, cannot be ingrateful to honest and
charitable minds. I shall only add, that what hath
been produced to shew God to be the most proper
object of our understanding, is in some manner
apjdicable to the like purpose of jiroving him the
most proper object of our affection; of our love.
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our desire, our delight; as most amiable, most de- SEEM.
lectable, most beneficial in himself; as the supreme,
^
only stable and immutable good; as our loving
parent, and munificent benefactor; as he who made
and gave us our affections with design, that we
should chiefly employ them upon himself, in cordial
adherence to him by love; delighting in the sense of
his goodness; and becoming happy in the enjoyment
of him. But I shall not, in prosecution of these considerations, further transgress upon your patience.
Now to God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, be
all honour and praise for ever. Amen.

DEFENCE
OF THE

BLESSED TEINITY.
TRINITY SUNDAY, 1663.
^vffei pev arras Xdyos (radpds Kai evKivqTos, KOI hid TOV dvnpaXdpevov Xoyov eXevOepiav OVK exav o be rrepl Qeov, TotrovTa pdXXov,
oaa pel^ov TO vrroKeipevov, Kal d f^Xos nXeiav, Kal 6 Kivbvvos x " ^ ' iraTepos.
KOI ydp vorjaai ;!^aX€7r6i', Kal epprjvevcrai dprjX'^^°v,
Koi dKorjs KeKadappevrjs eiriTVxeiv ipyabeaTepov.
XXXU. O p p . T o m . I. p . 6 8 9 B . J

Greg. Naz. [Orat.

COLOSS. I I I . 2.
Set your affections on things above\
TT^OR understanding this apostolical precept, two
J- particulars must be considered; first the act,
(ppovelv, (which is rendered to set our affections;)
then the object, Td dvw, things above: these wo
briefly shall explain.
The word (ppove2v doth primarily, and also
according to common use, denote an advertency, or
intent application of the mind upon any object: of
the mind, that is, of a man's soul, especially of its
rational part; so as to include the powers of understanding, will, affection, activity; whence it may
imply direction of our understanding to know; of
our will to choose and embrace; of our affection to
love, desire, relish; of our activity to pursue any
" Ta dva (jipovelre.

Col. iii. 2.
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good (real or apparent) which is proposed: according to which most comprehensive sense (suiting the
nature of the thing) I do take the word, supposing
that St Paul doth enjoin us to employ all our
mental faculties in study, choice, passion, endeavour upon supernal things.
The Ta dvw, things above, may be so taken, as
to import all things relating to our spiritual life
here, or our future state hereafter; the which do
either actually subsist above in heaven, or have a
final reference thither: so they may comprise,
I. The substantial beings, to whom we stand relateu, owe respect, perform duty. 2. The state and
condition of our spiritual life here, or hereafter, as
we are servants and subjects of God, citizens of
heaven, candidates of immortal happiness. 3. Bules
to be observed, qualities to be acquired, actions to
be performed, means to be used by us in regard to
the superior place and state.
Of these things the incomparably principal and
supreme, the TO vTvepdvw, is the ever most glorious
and blessed Trinity ; to the minding of which this
day is peculiarly dedicated, and the which, indeed,
is always the most excellent, most beneficial, most
comfortable object of our contemplation and affection; wherefore upon it I shaU now immediately
fix my discourse.
The sacred Trinity may be considered, either as
it is in itself wrapt up in unexphcable folds of mysteiy; or as it hath discovered itself operating in
wonderful methods of grace towards us.
As it is in itself, it is an object too bright and
dazzling for our weak eye to fasten upon, an abyss
too deep for our short reason to fathom: I can only
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say, that we are so bound to mind it, as to exercise
our faith, and express our humility, in willingly believing, in submissively adoring those high mysteries which are revealed in the Holy Oracles conI c^or. ii. cerning it, by that Spirit itself, which searcheth the
10.
depths of God, and by that only Son of God, who
residing in his Father's bosom, hath thence brought
John i. 18. them forth, and expounded, e^r/y^aaTo, them to us,
so far as was fit for our capacity and use: and the
Col. ii. 3. lectures so read by the eternal Wisdom of God, the
John xiv. propositions uttered by the mouth of Truth itself,
we are obliged with a docile ear, and a credulous
heart, to entertain.
That there is one Divine Nature or Essence,
common ilnto three Persons incomprehensibly
united, and ineffably distinguished; united in
essential attributes, distinguished by peculiar idioms
and relations; all equally infinite in every divine
perfection, each different from other in order and
X. 38;
manner of subsistence; that there is a mutual inxvii. 21'. existence of one in all, and all in one; a communication without any deprivation or diminution in
the communicant; an eternal generation, and an
eternal procession, without precedence or succession,
without proper causality or dependence; a Father
imparting his own, and the Son receiving his
Father's life, and a Spirit issuing from both, without any division or multiplication of essence: these
are notions which may well puzzle our reason in
conceiving how they agree, but should not stagger
our faith in assenting that they are true; upon
which we should meditate, not with hope to comprehend, but with disposition to admire, veiling
our faces in the presence, and prostrating our
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reason at the feet of wisdom so far transcending us.
There be those, who, because they cannot untie,
dare to cut in sunder these sacred knots; who, because they cannot fully conceive, dare flatly to
deny them; who, instead of confessing their own
infirmity, do charge the plain doctrines and assertions of Holy Scripture with impossibUity. Others
seem to think they can demonstrate these mysteries
by arguments grounded upon principles of natural
hght; and express them by similitudes derived from
common experience. To repress the presumption
of the former, and to restrain the curiosity of the
latter, the following considerations (improved by
your thoughts) may perhaps somewhat conduce.
I We may consider, that our reason is no competent or capable judge concerning propositions of
this nature; Our breast, as Minutius speaketh,
is a narrow vessel, that will not hold much understanding^ ; it is not sufficient, nor was ever designed
to sound such depths, to descry the radical principles of all being, to reach the extreme possibilities
of things. Such an intellectual capacity is vouchsafed to us, as doth suit to our degree, (the lowest
rank of intelhgent creatures,) as becometh our station in this inferior part of the world, as may
qualify us to discharge the petty businesses committed to our management, and the facile duties
incumbent on us: but to know what God is^ how
he subsisteth, what he can, what he should do, by
our natural perspicacity, or by any means we can
^ Nobis vero ad intellectum pectus angustum est, &c.—Min.
Felix, [xvm. 8. p. 101. Ed. Holden.J
" Tov pev ovv TroirjTrjv Kal rrarepa Tovbe TOV navrds evpelv re
Kal evpdvTa els ndvras dbvvarov Xeyeiv.—Plat.
T i m . [28 C.J

epyov,
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use, further than he pleaseth to reveal, doth not
suit to the meanness of our condition, or the narrowness of our capacity; these really are the most
elevated sublimities, and the abstrusest subtilties
that are, or can be, in the nature of things: he that
can penetrate them, may erect his tribunal any
where in the world, and pretend justly that nothing
in heaven or earth is exempted from his judgment.
But in truth, how unfit our reason is to exercise
such universal jurisdiction, we may discern by comparing it to our sense; it is obvious, that many
beasts do (by advantage of a finer sense) see, hear,
smell things imperceptible to us: and were it not
very unreasonable to conclude, that such things do
not exist, or are in themselves altogether insensible,
because they do not at all appear to us? Is it not
evident, that we ought to impute their imperceptibility (respecting us) to the defect of our sense, to
its dulness and grossness, in regard to the subtilty
of those objects ? Even so may propositions in
themselves, and in regard to the capacity of higher
understandings, (for there are gradual differences
in understanding, as well as in sense,) be true and
very intelligible, which to our inferior reason seem
unintelligible, or repugnant to the prenotions with
which our soul is imbued; and our not discerning
those truths may argue the blindness and weakness of our understanding, not any fault or inconsistency in the things themselves; nor should it
cause us anywise to distrust them, if they come recommended to our belief by competent authority.
To such purposes indeed the Holy Scripture
frequently doth vilify our reason and knowledge:
Jer. X. 14. Every man, saith Jeremiah, is brutish in knowledge
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The Lord, saith the Psalmist, knoweth the thoughts PS. xciv.
of man, [of wise men, as St Paul quoteth it,) that Tcor. iii.
they are vanity. Vain man, saith he in Job, would }°^^ ^; j ,
be wise, though man he horn like a wild ass's colt;
that is, however we affect to seem wise, yet to be
dull as an ass, to be wild as a colt, is natural to us.
My thoughts, saith God in the Prophet, are not isai. iv. 8,
your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways: for as ^'
the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my
ways than your ways, and my thoughts than your
thoughts. God's wisdom is as the heavens, the
highest and top of all wisdom; man's as the earth,
beneath which there is no degree, but that of hell
and darkness: we therefore in this respect are unfit
to determine concerning things so exceedingly
sublime and subtle.
2 We may consider, that not only the imperfection of our reason itself, but the manner of using
it, doth incapacitate us to judge about these matters. Had we competent skill to sail in this deep
ocean, yet do we want a gale to drive us, and a
compass to steer our course by therein; we have
not any firm grounds to build our judgment on,
or certain rules to square it by. We cannot effectually discourse or determine upon any subject,
without having principles homogeneous and pertinent thereto, (that are ev TJJ avT^ (Tvyyevei(i'\ cognate and congruous to the subject-matter, as the
philosopher speaketh,) upon which to found our
argumentation. Now all the principles we can
have are either originally innate to our minds, or
afterward immediately infused by God, or by external instruction from him disclosed to us; or
^ Anal. I. 7. [?J
B. S. VOL. IV
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acquired by our experience, and observation of
things incurring our sense; or framed by our reason, comparing those means; of which the three
former sorts are most arbitrarily communicated,
and both for number and kind depend upon the
free pleasure of him, who distributeth them according to a measure ^ suitable to each man's occasions,
estimated by himselfi How many those are, and
how far they may qualify us to judge or discourse
about those transcendent matters, is hard to define;
but most certainly they never can clash with one
another; no light in any manner imparted by God
can obscure the doctrine declared by him, no doctrine can thwart principles instilled by him. The
latter sorts appertain only to material and sensible
objects; which therefore can only enable us to
deduce, or to examine conclusions relating to them;
and being applied to things of another kind, are
abused, so as to become apt to produce great mistakes : As, for instance, most ancient philosophers
observing, that the changes and vicissitudes in
nature were generally by the same matters undergoing several alterations, or putting on different
shapes; and that bodies once being in rest did
usually consist in that state, until by impulse of
other bodies they were put into motion; did thence
frame such axioms, or principles of discourse, Fx
nihilo nihil fit; and Quicquid movetur, ab (dio movetur: which propositions, supposing them true in
relation to the present conditions and powers of
sensible things, yet were it unlawful to stretch
them unto beings of another kind and nature, (to
beings immaterial and insensible,) or to infer thoiici^
*" 'F.K'iTTO) MS 6 06OC epepiae perpov.—Roin.

xn. 3.
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generally, that in the utmost possibUity of things
there is not any creative or any self-motive power:
even as from the like premises it would be vain to
conclude, that there be no other beings subsistent
beside those which strike our senses, or discover
themselves by sensible effects.
In hke manner,
it cannot be reasonable, out of principles drawn
from ordinary experience about these most low
and imperfect things, to collect, that there can be
no other kind of unions, of distinctions, of generations, of processions, than such as our own gross
sense doth represent to us: reason itself more
forcibly doth oblige us to think that to sublimer
beings there do pertain modes of existence and
action, unions and distinctions, influences and emanations of a more high and perfect kind, such as
our coarse apprehension cannot adequate, nor our
rude language express^; which we, perhaps, have
no faculty subtle enough to conceive distinctly, nor
can attain any congruous principles, from which to
discourse solidly about them^ To judge of these
things, if we vrill not, against the philosopher's
rule, fxeTa(Baiveiv els dXXo yevos, shift kinds, or use
improper and impertinent arguments, we must
^ Id quod Deus est, secundum id quod est, nee humano sermone edici, nee humanis auribus percipi, nee humanis sensibus
colligi potest.—Novat, de Trin. cap. vii. [App. ad Tertull. Opp.
(Ed. Paris. 1664). p. 710 c ]
'Qvopdo-apev ydp, as rjpiv ecfyiKTov, ex Tav rjpeTepav Ta TOV Qeov.—
Greg. Naz. Orat. xxxi. de Sp. S. [Opp. Tom. i. p. 570 A. J
g Tamen cum quEeritur quid tres, magna prorsus inopia humanum laborat eloquium. Dictum est tamen tres Personse, non ut
illud diceretur, sed ne taceretur.—Aug. de Trin. v. 9. [Opp. Tom.
VIII. col. 8 3 8 D.]
Kvpiov

ovopa

Tav

vorjrav

re Kal daapdrav,

ovbev.

G r e g . jNaz.

[Ep. CCXLIII. ad Evag. Opp, Tom, ii. p. 198 A.J
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iCor.ii. TTvevfiaTiKols TTvev/xaTiKa crvyKpivetv, compare Spiritual
'^'
things with spiritual; so as to draw conclusions
about spirituals only from principles revealed by
God's Spirit, the sole master of spiritual science;
so also as to express them. Not ev SLSUKTOIS dv9pwTrivrjs ao(pias Xoyois, in terms devised hy human
wisdom, but in such as the Holy Spirit hath suggested ; for \I/VX^K6S dvOpwTros, a man endowed merely
ver. 14;
with common sense (or natural reason) cannot
lexeardat, apprehend, or perceive those things of
ver. I I .
God, which only the Spirit of God doth know. To
improve and press which consideration further,
3 We may consider the weakness and shortness
of our reason, even about things most familiar and
easy to us; the little or nothing we by our utmost
diligence can attain to know, concerning their intrinsic essences, their properties, their causes and
manners of production. What do we more commonly hear, than earnest complaints from the
most industrious searchers of natural knowledge
concerning the great obscurity of nature, the difficulty of finding truth, the blindness of our mind,
and impotency of our reason? And should they
be silent, yet experience plainly would speak how
difficult, if not impossible, it is to arrive unto any
clear and sure knowledge of these common objects;
seeing the most sedulous inquiries, undertaken by
the choicest wits for above two thousand years,
have scarce perhaps exhibited one unquestionable
theorem in Natural Philosophy, one unexceptionable maxim of ethical prudence or policy; all
things being still exposed to doubt and dispute,
as they were of old, when first admiration and
curiosity did prompt men to hunt after the causes
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of things: the most however that, after all our
care and toil, we can perceive, doth not exceed
some faint colours, some superficial figures, some
gross effects of things, while their radical properties
and their immediate causes remain enveloped and
debarred from our sight in unaccessible darkness.
Shall we then, who cannot pierce into the nature
of a pebble, that cannot apprehend how a mushroom
doth grow, that are baffled in our philosophy about
a gnat, or a worm, debate and decide •• (beyond
what is taught us from above) concerning the
precise manner of divine essence, subsistence, or
generation? / do, saith St Chrysostom, eat meats;
but how they are divided into phlegm, into blood,
into juice, into choler, I am ignorant; these things,
which every day we see and taste, we do not know;
and are we curious about the essence of God^ f
We are (as Aristotle'' himself, no dunce, no idiot,
doth confess) b u t owl-eyed,

Trpds Td Trj (pvaei (pave-

pwTura TrdvTwv, in regard to things naturally most
evident, and palpable; and can we be such Lynceus's\ as to see through the furthest recesses of
infinity? Hardly, saith the Wisdom of Solomon, wis.ix.i6.
do we guess aright of things upon the earth, and
with labour do we find the things that are before
^ Kevovada

o-ot TO <l>iXdTipov iv

TOIS aKivbivois.—Greg.

Naz.

[Or, XXXII. O p p . T o m . i. p . 6 9 8 v.]
' Bpdpara
eadia, TO be nSs pepi^ovrai els (pXeypa, els aipa,^ els
Xvpdv, els x°^V^' " y o " - ™ ' ' ™ ^""^P ^^^'^"Z^^" ''"^'
^i^acTTT^vfpepav
i(70iovTes dyvooipev,
Kal TTJV ova-iav TOV Qeoi
noXvnpaypovovpev;

Chrys. [De Incompreh. Dei Nat. Orat. i. Opp. Tom. vi. p. 391.J
^
Trpds
rrpds
'

A r i s t . M e t . II. 1. ["ilcnrep ydp KOI rd Tav vVKTeplbav
dppara
Td ^iyyos ? x " r6 peff rjpepav, oZra Kal Trjs rjperipas fvxv^
d vods
Ta TTJ (pvcrei (pavepaTOTa rrdvrav.]
[ N o n possis o c u l o q u a n t u m c o n t e n d e r e L y n c e u s . — H o r . L p .

I. 1. 2 8 . J
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us; but the things that are in heaven, who hath
searched outf
Yea, and the genuine Solomon
Eccies. vii. himsolf, / Said, I will be wise; but it was far from
'^' ^•*' me: that which is far off, and exceeding deep, who
can find it out f What is more remote, what more
profound, than God's nature ? who then can find it
out? Sooner with our hands may we touch the
extreme surface of the skies, sooner with our eyes
may we pierce to the centre of the earth: so it is
Job xi. 7, expressly told to us in J o b ; Canst thou hy searching find out Godf Canst thou find out the Almighty
to perfection ? It is as high as heaven; what canst
thou do ? deeper than hell; what canst thou know ?
4 I t may be considered, that we daily see and
observe things, which, did not manifest experience
convince us of their being, we should be apt to
disbelieve their possibility; sense no less than faith
doth present us with objects, to bare reason improbable and unconceivable; so that should we attend
to the scruples injected thereby, we should hardly
take things for possible which we behold existent;
we should distrust the greatest evidence of sense,
and by our logic put out our eyes. Who would
believe, that, did he not every day see it; who can
conceive how, although he seeth it, from a little
dry, ill-favoured, insipid seed thrown into the earth,
there shortly would rise so goodly a plant, endued
with so exact figure, so fragrant smell, so delicate
taste, so lively colour; by what engines it attracteth, by what discretion it cuUeth out, by what
hands it mouldeth its proper aliment; by what
artifice it doth elaborate the same so curiously,
and incorporate it with itself ? What virtue could
we imagine in nature able to digest an earthly
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juice into the pellucid clearness of crystal, into the
invincible firmness of a diamond? Who would
not be an infidel, did not his sight assure him of
the miracles achieved by that blind plastic force,
which without eye or hand doth frame such varieties of exquisite workmanship, inimitable, and
far surpassing the skill of the greatest artist ?
That a little star, from so vast a distance, in a
moment, should make impression on our eyes, replenishing with its light or image so spacious a
region all about it, were we blind we should hardly
believe, we scarce could fancy: how, without knowing the organs of speech, or the manner of applying them, without any care or pain employed by
us, we so conform our voice, as to express what
word, what accent we please; how we do this, or
that we can do it, as it will confound our thought
to imagine, so it would stagger our faith to believe,
did not our conscience persuade us, that we can
and do speak. I t is upon occasion very commonly
said, I should never have believed it, had I not
seen it; and that men speak so in earnest, many
such instances declare. Now if we can give credit
to our sense against the suffrage or scruple of our
reason, in things not so discosted from our capacity
of knowledge, shall we not much more yield our
belief unto God's express word in things so infinitely distant from it? If common experience
can subdue our judgments, and compel us to a
behef of things incredible, shaU our reason demur
at submitting to divine authority? If the dictate
of our conscience doth convince us, shall not we
much more surrender to the testimony of God,
I .lohniii.
Who is greater than our conscience, and knoweth 20.
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all things f If we do believe, because we seem to
know by seeing ourselves; we should rather behove, because we surely know by hearing from
God: for sense may deceive us, and often needeth
correction from reason; God cannot deceive, and
reason often is by him corrected: which leadeth
me to a further consideration, that,
5 The propositions clearly delivered unto us by
God himself, are upon many accounts more unquestionably true, more credible than the experiments of any sense, or principles of any science:
whence if there happen to arise any seeming contest between these, a precedence is due to the
former in derogation to the latter; it is fit that we
rather give our eyes and our ears, our fancies and
our reasons the lie, than anywise, by diffidence to his
word, put an affront on God, (for to disbelieve him
I Johnv. is, as St John telleth us, to give him the lie;) TO
i°Cor. i. fi^wpov TOV Qeoi), Thefolly of God (as St Paul speaketh;
^^'
that is, the points of faith declared by God, which
seem most irrational and cross to the decrees of
human wisdom) is ao(pwTepov TWV dvOpwwwv, wiser
than m,en; that is, more assuredly consonant to real
truth, than our most undoubted theorems of science,
James i. and mostcurreutmaxims of policy. Qodis the Father
' '^'
of all lights, both of that which immediately shineth
from heaven, and of that which glimmereth here
below; he is the fountain of all truth, whether
natural or supernatural: but his light and his truth
he conveyeth into us by manners different; some
light streameth directly from him, other cometh
obliquely, being refracted through divers mediums,
or reflected from several objects upon us; the first
.surt must needs be more bright, and more pure.
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should be more powerful and efficacious upon our
minds: the latter is often blended with material
tinctures, is weakened by the interruptions it meeteth with, loseth of its purity and its force by the
many conduits it passeth through, by the many
shades it mixeth with. Observations of sense do
often prove fallacious; and their not ever doing so
dependeth upon divers conditions, a right temper
of the organ, a fit disposition of the medium, a just
distance of the object; so that conclusions derived
from them cannot be so absolutely certain, nor
consequently the principles grounded on them.
But divine revelation is not obnoxious to such
conditions: as the doctrines revealed are in themselves simply true, according to the highest pitch
of necessity, because supreme wisdom doth conceive them, and truth itself doth vent them; so
the manner of declaring them must be competent,
because God himself doth choose and use it; there
plainly needeth no more, than yielding an attentive
ear, and skill in the language wherein they are expressed, to secure us from error and uncertainty
about them; so that weU might St Austin say,
that, In other things our conjecture is exercised;
but faith alone doth assure our mind"^
There have been those, you know, who have not
only advanced doubts concerning propositions attested to by clearest sense, and inferred by strongest discourse; but have by their argute caviUations
bid fair to shake the foundations of aU human
science: but I never heard of any, who believed a
God to be, that did contest the infaUible truth of
«> Ad cajtera exercemur per fortasse; at cum de rebus fidei
agitur, ibi est certe sine forte,—Aug.
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his oracles : Socrates, we may be sure, (his excellent scholar assuring us) who was so incredulous as
to disclaim all pretence to wisdom or science, being
author of the famous saying. Hoc tantum scio; yet
greatly did rely upon divine significations and testimonies, so deemed by him, and such as he could
come at; alleging, that he, who followeth the conduct of his own reason, instead of God's direction,
chooseth a blind and ignorant guide, before one
that best seeth and knoweth the way: He, saith
the historian, despised all human conceits in respect
of God's advice"^
Ps. xciv.
He that formeth the eye, saith the Psalmist, shall
^' ^ '
not he see ? He that planteth the ear, shall not he
hearf
He that teacheth man knowledge, shall not
he know ? H e that endued us with all our knowing faculties, and presideth over us in the management of them, shall not he supereminently know
all that we can? Must not they in reason continue
subordinate to his direction? Should they not
always discern and judge under correction by him,
with an appeal and submission reserved to his
better judgment?
I might adjoin, that the object and the end (as
well as the author and the manner) of divine revelation doth argue it to surpass all reason, and all
sense, in certainty and credibility; for sense and
reason converse wholly, or chiefly, about objects
material and mutable; revelation about immaterial
and immutable things: they direct us in affairs concerning this transitory life; this leadeth us toward
eternal fehcity. To mistake about those objects,
AvTos be navTa TavOpdrriva vnepedtpa Trpds Trjv napd rSiv Qeav
ivp^ovXiav.—[Xen. Mem. i. 3, 4.]
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to miscarry in those affairs, is in itself of little, in
comparison of no importance: but to judge rightly
about these things, to tread safely in these paths,
is of infinitely vast concernment; a smaller competency therefore of light and certainty might w^ell
suffice to the purposes of reason and sense; but to
faith the greatest degree of assurance is worthily
due, and seemeth requisite. But further,
6 Not only the consideration of this mystery,
but of all the divine attributes, will in like manner
extort from our feeble reason the question of Nicodemus, How can these things bef They will all of johniii.9.
them equally puzzle our shallow imagination, and
baffie our slender understanding: for who can imagine, or understand, how God's immensity doth
consist with his perfect simplicity; or that without
any parts he doth coexist to all possible extension
of matter; being all here, and wholly there, and
immensely every where? Who can apprehend his
indivisible eternity, or how all successions of time
are ever present to him, and subject to his view;
so that he is not older now than he was when the
world began, nor younger than he will be after innumerable ages are past; so that he foreseeth the
most contingent events, depending upon causes in
their nature arbitrary and indeterminate? Who
can fancy, how out of mere nothing, or out of extreme confusion and indisposedness, the world
could be created, and framed into so goodly order,
by a mere act of will, or by the bare speaking of a
word ? How without any distraction of thought
he governeth affairs, attending to the infinite varieties of thoughts, words, and actions occurring here;
and Ita curans universes tanquam singulos, ita
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singulos tanquam solos, as St Austin speaketh"?
How he is truly said to resolve and to reverse, to
love and hate, to be pleased and grieved, all without
James i. any Toal change, or shadow of alteration ? How he
*^'
suffereth many things to happen, which extremely
displease him, and which he can easily hinder; and
doth not effect many things which are much desired by him, and very feasible to his power? Why
to equal men he distributeth his gifts so unequally;
affording to divers abundant means of becoming
happy, leaving others destitute of them? What
wit of man can reconcile his infinite benignity with
his most severe decrees; or compose the seeming
differences between his mercy and his justice?
Many such perfections and dispensations of God
we must stedfastly believe, because they are
plainly taught in Scripture; to distrust them being
to renounce Christianity; to deny them being to
rase up the very foundations of our Peligion: yet
he that shall with his utmost attention of mind
endeavour to conceive how they can be, or how
they consist together, according to our ordinary
notions of things, and the vulgar meaning of words,
applied by us to these inferior matters, shall find
himself gravelled with innumerable semblances
of contradiction, plunged in depths inscrutable,
involved in labyrinths inextricable.
I Cor. i. 23.
What in practice the cross of Christ was, A
scandal to Jews, (men dull, but obstinate, and invincibly possessed by vain prejudices,) audi folly to
Greeks, (men of wit and subtUty, but overween° [0 tu bone omnipotens, qui sic curas unumquemque nostrum
tanquam solum cures, et sic omnes tanquam singulos.—Confess.
III. 11. Opp. Tom. I. col. 95 I'.J
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ingly conceited of them,) that in speculation may
a great part of divine truths be, apt to stumble
froward and arrogant men^; but as there, so here.
Blessed are they who are not scandalized; whom no Matt. xi.
fond scruple or haughty conceit can pervert from '
readily embracing all necessary verities ; such are
those we pointed at, w^hich if without extreme folly
and impiety we cannot reject, or be diffident of,
although surmounting our conceit, and dazzling
our reason ; then upon the same account, with like
facility, we must submit our faith to the doctrines
concerning the blessed Trinity, standing upon the
same authority.
7 Lastly we may consider and meditate upon
the total incomprehensibility of God in all things
belonging to him**; in his nature, his attributes,
his decrees, his works and ways; which all are full
of depth, mystery, and wonder. God inhahiteth i Tim. vi.
(pd)s dirpdaiTov, a light inaccessible to the dim and
weak sight of mortal eyes; Which no man hath
seen, nor can see: No man, as he told his servant Exod.
xxxiii 20

Moses, can see his face (the very exterior appear- 23.
ance of him) and live: He is a consuming fire, that Deut. iv.
wUl scorch and devour such as by rash inquiries ''^'
approach too near him""; The sight, it is said, of the Exod.
glory of the Lord was like devouring fire in the''''^^'^'''
P HXeov ydp eort TOT} nepl Mova-iKav dpovaovs, Kal noXepiKav
diTTpaTevTovs biaXeyea-dai, rd Ta 6eTa Kal baipdvia npdypara biaaKone'iv,
dvdpdnovs dvras, olov drexvovs rexvirdv bidvoiav and bd^rjs Kal biavoias
KaTa rd ehdv peridvras.—Plut.
de sera N u m . Vind. [Opp. Tom. Tin.
p. 173. E d . Reisk.]
•J Et ydp al olKovopiai uKardXrjTrToi, noXXa pdXXov avrds.
Chrys.
[De Incompreh. Dei Nat. Orat. i. Opp. Tom. vi. p. 393.J
"• Scrutator majestatis opprimetur a gloria.—[Verbatim. Sic
qui scrutator est majestatis, opprimetur a gloria.—Prov. xxv. 27.
Vulgate ]
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sight of the children of Israel. Even those spiritual eagles, the quick and strong-sighted seraisai. vi. 2. phim, are obliged to cover their faces, as not darinoto look upon, nor able to sustain the fulgor of his
immediate presence, the flashes of glory and majesty issuing from his throne: and the most illumiiPet.i. 12. nate secretaries of heaven, unto whom secrets
were disclosed, into which angels themselves were
ambitious to pry, were sometimes nonplussed in
contemplation of God's attributes and actions;
Eom.xi. being in their astonishment forced to cry out, w
jidOos, 0 the depth of the riches of the wisdom and
knowledge of God! Even his methods of exterior
providence are inscrutably mysterious ; His judgments are dve^epevvr]Ta, like inexhaustible mines, to
the bottom whereof we cannot anywise dig by our
inquiry; His paths are dve^ixfiaarToi, so obscure as
2 Cor. ix. not to be traced by any footsteps of our discourse;
His gifts are dveKSn^yrjroi, not to be interpreted, or
expressed by our language. And if all concerning
God be thus incomprehensible, why should any
thing seem incredible ? Why out of so many unconceivable mysteries do we choose some, reprobate
others? Wherefore do we stretch our judgment
beyond its limits to things so infinitely exceeding
it*? Why do we suffer our reason to be pragmatical, unjustly invading the office not belonging
Col,ii.i8. thereto; Intruding into thinqs which it hath not
Deut.

1

1

,

1

a

7•

xxix. 29. seen, nor can comprehend; those Secret tfiings
" Tt npos ovpavov dvinTairai ne^ds av;
Trj x^i-pi- rd vbap, Kal TOV ovpavov aniddprj, Kal ndaav

ri Kai (TV perpeis
TJJC yrjv bpaKi;—

Greg. Naz. [Or. xxxii. Opp. Tom. i. p. 697 B.J
Ad^rj ecrrlv dxdprjTos, peyedei aKardXrjnros, v'^ei anepivdrjros, i""\i''
aavyKpiTos, rroipia aavp^i^aaTos,
dyadaavvrj
apipr/Tos, KaXonoita ai'fKS<i;yj;ror.—Theoph. a d A u t o l . [ L i b . 1, 3 . p , SM v. ]
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which belong to the Lord our God, and the comprehension whereof he hath reserved unto himself?
These considerations may suffice in some manner to shew, that St Chrysostom had reason to
exclaim so much against the madness, as he styleth
it*, o f t h o s e w h o d o iroXvTrpayfxovelv

Trjv ovaiav TOV

Qeov, are busily curious in speculation about the
essence of God; daring TOIS oiKelois CirofidXXeiv Xoyianols, to subject divine mysteries to their own ratiocinations'^: that St Basil's advice was wholesome, /ut]
Trepiepyd^eaOai

Ta aiwTrwiueva, Not

tO he

mcddlcsome

about things, about which Holy Scripture is silent:
that another ancient writer did say no less truly
than prettily, that in these matters, Curiositas
reum efficit, non peritum''; we may easilier incur
blame than attain skUl by nice inquiry into them:
that many of the Fathers do with great wisdom dislike and dissuade the searching TO Trdjs^; the manner of things being true, or possible, as a suspicious mark, or a dangerous motive of infidelity:
t h a t S t P a u l ' s r u l e s , (ppovelv els rd <Tw(ppovelv, To he R°™- ^»-

wise so as withal to he sober, and modest; and fxrj
iirep o yeypaTTTai,

(ppovelv, Not

tO COnccit any

thing

without warrant of Scripture, are in this case most
* Uav'iav ydp

eyaye

eivai icrxarriv

(fitjpl ^iXoveiKelv

elbevai TI Trjv

ovaiav iarlvd Qeds.—Chrys. [De Incompreh. Dei Nat. Orat. i. Opp.
Tom. TI. p. 391.J
" [Id. Ibid.]
Cogitemus si valemus; si non valemus credamus.—Aug. Serm. v.
de Temp. [Serm. CCCLXIX. Opp. Tom. v. col. 1457 B.]
Tis

V roiairr]

vpdv

(jiiXoveiKia TSV e(l>evpeaTeav, acrre

<j)pov]ja-ei, vnep T^V dvdpanLvrjv vdrjcriv dpiC^a-eai;—Athan.

dvdpanivr)
[con. A p o l l .

Lib. I. Opp. Tom. i. p. 932 E J
^ Zeno Veronens. [Lib. ir. Tract, v. p. 146.]
y ^a(j)VS 'i'Xeyxos dnia-Tias TO nds nepl (eVi) Qeov

Fid. apud Just. M. [Opp. (App.) p. 461 E.J

Xeyeiv.—R-iT^OS.

iCor.iv.6.
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especially to be heeded: that, according to St
Peter's admonition, we should As new-born babes
(unprepossessed with any notions or fancies of our
I Pet. ii. 2. own) long for, eirnroOelv, and greedily suck in the
sincere milk of the word; not diluting it with baser
liquors of human device: that where God doth interpose his definitive sentence, our reason hath
nothing to do but to attend and submit; no right
to vote, no licence to debate the matter; its duty is
to listen and approve whatever God speaketh, to
read and subscribe to whatever he writeth; at least
in any case it should be mute, or ready to follow
Job xi. 4. Job, saying. Behold, I am vUe; what shall I answer thee ? I will lay my hand upon my mouth.
In fine, the testimony of God, with a sufficient
clearness represented to the capacity of an honest
and docile mind, (void of all partial respects, and
clear from all sorts of prejudice; loving truth, and
forward to entertain it; abhorring to wrest or wrack
things, to use any fraud or violence upon any principle, or ground of truth;) the testimony of God, I
say, so revealed, whatever exception our shallow
reason can thrust in, should absolutely convince
our judgments, and constrain our faith. If the
Holy Scripture teacheth us plainly, and frequently
doth inculcate upon us, (that which also the uniform course of nature and the peaceable government of the world doth also speak,) that there is
but one true God; if it, as manifestly, doth ascribe,
to the three Persons of the blessed Trinity the
same august names, the same peculiar characters,
the same divine attributes, (essential to the Deity,)
the same superlatively admirable operations of
creation and providence; if it also doth prescribe
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to them the same supreme honours, services, praises,
and acknowledgments to be paid unto them all;
this may be abundantly enough to satisfy our
minds, to stop our mouths, to smother all doubt
and dispute about this high and holy mystery. I t
was exceeding goodness in God, that he would
condescend so far to instruct us, to disclose so
noble a truth unto us, to enrich our minds with
t h a t TO inrepexov Tijs yvwcrews, t h a t m o s t excellent Phil. iii.

knowdedge of himself; and it would be no small
ingratitude and unworthiness in us anywise to
suspect his word, or pervert his meaning; anywise
to subject his venerable Oracles to our rude canvasses and cavils. In fine, the proper employment
of our mind about these mysteries, is not to search
and speculate about them, to discourse flippantly
and boldly about them; but with a pious credulity
to embrace them, with all humble respect to adore
them.
I have thus endeavoured in some measure to
defend the outworks of the orthodox doctrine concerning the blessed Trinity: it was beside my
intent to insist so long thereon; but the matter
did e(peXKea9ai, was SO attractive, that I could not
wave shewing my respect thereto.
I proceed now to that which I principally designed, the proposing briefly some practical considerations, apt to excite us to the exercising our
understanding and affections upon those wonderful
dispensations of grace and mercy, vouchsafed to
us by the holy Trinity, either conjunctly, or (as
they KaT olKovofj-iav are expressed) separately.
We first should carefully study and duly be
affected with that gracious consent, and, as it were,
B S. VOL. IV.
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confederacy of the glorious Three in designing and
prosecuting our good; their unanimous agreement
in uttering those three mighty words of favour to
mankind, Faciamus, Redimamus, Salvemus; Let
us make man out of nothing. Let us recover him
from sin and perdition, Let us crown him with
joy and salvation; we should with grateful resentments observe them conspiring to employ their
wisdom in contriving fit means and methods to
exert their power in effectual accomphshment of
what was requisite to the promoting of our welfare, the rescue of us from all misery, the advancing us to the highest degree of dignity, and
instating u s , in the most perfect condition of
happiness, of which our nature is capable; in
prosecution of that gracious design, which their
joint goodness had projected for us. More distinctly,
I We should set our mind on God the Father,
before the foundation of the world from all eternity, pleasing to forecast with himself the creation
of us, and communication of his own image to us;
endowing us with most excellent faculties of body
and soul; subjecting the visible world to our use
and governance; placing us in a state of great accommodation and delight; permitting us to fall,
that he might raise us to a higher and better condition ; resolving to send his own dear Son from
his bosom, to procure and purchase the redemption
of mankind; preparing and disposing the world
for the reception of so great a mercy, by a general
Acts xiv. testification of his patience and beneficence, [Giving
showers and fruitful seasons, stud filling the hearts
of men with food and gladness,) but more especially
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by prophetical promises, predictions, and prefigurations : also suffering the generality of mankind
so to proceed in its ways, as might render it
sensible of its error and unhappiness, of the need
and benefit of a deliverance ; then In the fulness Gai. iv. 4.
of time, when The creature did earnestly groan, Eom. viii.
and long for its recovery from vanity and slavery, ^^'
actually sending his only Son, and clothing him
with human flesh, that conversing with us, he
might discover to us his gracious intentions toward
us, might confirm the truth thereof by miraculous
works, might instruct us by his heavenly doctrine
and holy life in our duty, and the terms of our
salvation, then freely delivering him over unto
death, and accepting his passion as a sacrifice expiating our sins, and meriting his favour toward
us; then raising him as the first fruits from the i Cor. xv.
dead, setting him at his right hand, investing him
with authority to govern and save those who sincerely would believe in him, and faithfully obey
him; also sending and bestowing his Holy Spirit
to dwell in them, to conduct, confirm, and comfort
them in the ways of truth and righteousness.
These, with manifold other intercurrent passages
of gracious providence ascribed to God the Father,
we should seriously mind, and so resent, as to be
ravished with admiration of his mercy, to be inflamed with love of his goodness, to be possessed
with gratitude toward him, to become thoroughly
devoted to his service.
2 We should likewise mind the blessed Son of
God concurring with his Father in aU his purposes
of love and mercy toward us, in making all things, ^oh^n i. 3.
and sustaining them by the word of his power; but ' ''' ^-
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especially in his (toward the freeing us from the
desperate miseries, corruptions, and slaveries, into
which we were plunged) assuming human nature,
leading therein a -troublesome and toilsome life,
for our benefit and instruction; undergoing a bitter
and shameful death, for the atonement of our
sins, and reconciliation of us to divine favour;
purchasing great and precious promises, procuring
high and glorious privileges for us; ascending into
heaven to prepare us mansions of bliss; interceding
for us with God, and pouring from above manifold blessings upon us ; the astonishing miracles of
goodness, of wisdom, of condescension and patience,
displayed in .the management of which undertakings for us, what heart can well conceive, what
tongue can utter ? What amazement should it
produce in us, to consider the brightest efflux of
Divine Glory eclipsing and shrouding itself under
so dark a cloud of mortal frailty; the Most High
stooping into the quality of so mean a creature;
the First-born and Heir-apparent of heaven descending from his throne of eternal majesty, and
Phil. ii. 7. voluntarily degrading himself into the Form of a
servant, clad in rags, worn with labour and travel,
exposed to contempt and disgrace; to reflect upon
the great Creator and sovereign Lord of all the
world, who reared the heavens, and founded the
earth, who possesseth and upholdeth all things,
needing himself a shelter, pinched with want,
taking alms from his slaves, and paying tribute
to his subjects; to contemplate the Son of God,
willingly styling himself the Son of man, really
subjecting himself to the duties, the necessities,
the infirmities of human nature; suffering the
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coarsest hardships, and extremest disasters thereof;
all this upon freest choice, with full contentment,
and perfect submission to so mean and so distasteful a condition !
We may observe with how admirable goodness
he did vouchsafe to converse with a froward generation of men, to instruct a stupid and indocile
sort of people, with all sorts of beneficence, to
oblige an incredulous, insensible, and ingrateful
crew; with how invincible a meekness and patience
He endured the contradiction of sinners, the scorn-Heb. xii. 3.
ful reproaches, the wrongful calumnies, the spiteful
and cruel usages of the envious and malicious
world; being to the highest extremity despised,
hated, maligned, and abused by those whom he
had most highly honoured, most affectionately
loved, and conferred the greatest favours upon.
We may with astonishment contemplate that
strange contest between divine patience and human wickedness, striving which of them should
excel; when we do peruse and weigh those enigmatical passages, God accused by man of blasphemy, the eternal Wisdom aspersed with folly.
Truth itself impleaded of imposture, essential Love
made guUty of mischief, and supreme Goodness
styled a malefactor; infinite Power beat down, and
trampled upon by impotent malice; the Judge of
aU the world, the Fountain of aU authority and
right, arraigned, condemned, and executed for injustice ; The desire of all nations rejected by his Hag. ii. 7.
own country and kindred; the Joy of paradise
(whose lightsome countenance doth cheer heaven
itself) almost overwhelmed with grief, uttering
lamentable groans, tortured with grievous agonies;
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the very heart of God bleeding, and the sole Author
of life expiring.
We may further study Jesus, with a hearty
compassion, and tears gushing from his inmost
bowels, pitying not these his own sufferings, but
the vengeance for them due and decreed unto his
persecutors: we should mark him excusing their
fault, and praying for their pardon ; dying willingly
for their good, when he died violently by their
hand; passionately desiring their salvation, when
they maliciously procured his destruction.
W e should mind all the actions of the Son of
God, our Saviour, with the most wise grounds,
endearing circumstances, and precious fruits of
them; his birth, life, death, resurrection, ascension,
intercession ; as containing instances of the greatest charity and humility possible shewed unto us,
as arguments of the greatest love and gratitude
due from us: mind them we should most seriously,
so as to be heartily affected with them, so as to
esteem worthily the transcendent honour done us
by God assuming our nature, and exalting us to
a conjunction with the divine nature; so as to
be deeply sensible of our obligation to so immense
a charity, that could do and suffer so much for us
without any desert of ours, yea, notwithstanding
our exceedingly bad deserts, our rebellions and
enmities against him ; so as to detest the heinousness of our sins, that needed so mighty an expiation, that caused so horrid a tragedy; so as not
to neglect so great salvation so frankly offered, so
dearly purchased for us ; not to frustrate the designs of so unconceivable love and goodness, so as
to obey readily so gracious a Master, to follow
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carefully so admirable an example; so as in imitation of him, and for his sake, to be meek and
humble in heart and in deed, seeing he did so
infinitely condescend and abase himself for us ;
to be patient and submissive to his will, who
stooped so low, and suffered so much for us; so as
to bear a general affection to mankind, grounded
like his, not upon any particular interests, nor
limited by any partial respects, but extended freely,
in real desire and intention tow^ard all; liberally
to impart the good things we possess, and patiently
to brook the crosses we meet with, and heartily to
forgive the offences done to u s ; for that he freely
did part with the greatest glories of eternity, with
the highest dignities and the richest treasures of
heaven, for our sake ; when we were Enemies in our Cni. i. 21.
minds by wicked ivorks, dead in trespasses and
sins, guilty of numberless grievous offences against
him, by his blood redeeming us from wrath, reconciling us to the mercy and favour of God.
3 W e should also meditate upon the blessed
Spirit of God, with equal goodness conspiring, and
co-operating with all the purposes, to all the effects
of grace, which conduce to our everlasting happiness; more especially as the repairer of our decayed
frames, the enlivener of our dead souls, the infuser
of spiritual hght into our dark minds, the kindler
of spiritual warmth into our cold hearts; the raiser
of spiritual appetite to righteousness, and the rehsh
of goodness in our stupid senses; the imparter of
spiritual strength and vigour to our feeble powers;
the author of all hberty, loosing us from captivity
under the tyranny of Satan, from vassalage unto
our own carnal lusts and passions; from subjection
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to a hard and imperious law, from bondage to the
terrors of a guilty conscience: as him, that enableth
us to perform the duties, and accomplish the conditions, required of us in order to our salvation,
that qualifieth us to be the sons of God by his
effectual grace, and assureth us that we are so by
his comfortable testimony; as our sure guide in
the ways of truth and virtue; our faithful counsellor
in all doubts and darknesses; our mighty support
and succour in all needs, in all distresses; our
ready guard against all assaults and temptations;
our sweet comforter in all sadnesses and afflictions:
who doth insinuate good thoughts, doth kindle
holy desires,^ doth cherish pious resolutions, doth
further honest endeavours in us: who only doth
inflame our hearts with devotion toward God;
doth encourage, doth enable us to approach unto
him; doth prompt us with fit matter of request,
and becometh advocate for the good success of our
prayers.
We should mind him as the root of all good
fruits growing in us, or sprouting from us; the
producer of all good habits formed in us, the assister of all good works performed by us, the spring
of all true content that we enjoy: to whom our
embracing the faith, our continuing in hope, our
working in charity, the purification of our hearts,
the mortification of our lusts, the sanctification of
our lives, the salvation of our souls are principally
due, are most justly ascribed: as the author and
preserver of so inestimable benefits unto us, let us
mind him; and withal let us consider him as condescending to be a loving friend and constant
guest to so mean and unworthy creatures; vouch-
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safing to attend over us, to converse with us, to
dweU in us, rendering our souls holy temples of his
divinity, royal thrones of his majesty, bright orbs
of his heavenly light, pleasant paradises of his
blissful presence; our souls, which naturally are
profane receptacles of wicked and impure affections,
dark cells of false and fond imaginations, close
prisons of black and sad thoughts. as graciously
striving with us, striving to open and enter into
our hearts barred against him by vain conceits and
vicious inclinations: striving to reclaim us from
the sins and errors, into which we are wont heedlessly or wilfully to precipitate ourselves; striving
to make us, what in all duty and wisdom we should
be, capable of divine favour, and fit for everlasting
happiness: as enduring patiently manifold displeasures and disrespects from us, our rude oppositions
against him, our frequent neglects of his kind admonitions, our many perverse humours, wanton
freaks, wUful miscarriages, and unworthy dealings
toward him.
W e should thus mind the blessed Spirit of God,
and be suitably affected toward him; so as to be
duly sensible and thankful for those unexpressible
gifts and blessings indulged to us by him; so as to
render all love and reverence, all praise and glory,
all obedience and service to him, especially so as to
admit him cheerfully into our hearts; yea, invite
him thither by our earnest prayers; to make fit
preparations for his reception and entertainment,
(by cleansing our hearts from all loathsome impurities,) to make him welcome, and treat him kindly,
with all civil respect, with all humble observance;
not grieving and vexing him by our distasteful
g_ s. VOL. IV
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crossness and peevishness; not tempting him by
our fond presumption, or base treachery; not extinguishing his heavenly light and holy fire by our
foul lusts, our damp stupidities, our cold neglects,
our neglects to foment and nourish them by the
food of devout meditations and zealous desires: so
let us mind him, as to admit gladly his gentle
illapses, to delight in his most pleasant society,
to hearken to his faithful suggestions, to comply with all his kindly motions, to behave ourselves modestly, consistently, and officiously toward him.
Thus should we employ our mind, all the faculties of our SQul, our understanding, our will, our
affections upon the blessed Trinity, the Supreme
of all things above, the Founder of that celestial
society, into which as Christians we are inserted;
the Sovereign of that heavenly kingdom of which
we are subjects; the Fountain of all the good and
happiness we can hope for in that superior state.
To the performance of which duty there be arguments and inducements innumerable; it is the
most proper and connatural object of our mind,
that for which it is fittest, and for which it was
designed; the best intelligible, and infinitely most
amiable of all things. I t is the most worthy and
noble object, the contemplation of which, and affection whereto, will most elevate, most enrich, most
adorn, most enlarge the capacities, and most satisfy
the appetites of our souls; it is the most sweet
and pleasant object, wherein all light, all beauty,
all perfection do shine; the sight and love of which
do constitute Paradise, and beatify Heaven itself
I t is the most useful and beneficial object of our
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mind, which will best instruct us in what it concerneth us to know, will most incite us to those
duties which we are obliged to perform, will be
most efficacious to the begetting in us those dispositions, which are indispensably requisite for the
attainment and for the enjoyment of that everlasting bliss; unto which that one blessed Unity and
glorious Trinity in its infinite mercy bring us all:
to whom be all glory, honour, and praise for ever.
Amen.
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