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GENERAL PREFACE.
It is now nearly ten years since the idea of undertaking
a work, commemorative of deceased American clergymen,
first occurred to me. I conferred with the venerable Professors at Princeton,'—^Doctors Miller and Alexander, and
several other distinguished clergymen of different denominations, in respect to it, and they all encouraged me to
proceed. At that time, however, my conception of the
work was very imperfect, and I had no thought of extending
it beyond a single volume, which should include a few of the
most brilliant lights, without regard either to denomination or
chronological order. I was led, however, after surveying
more carefully the field of my labours, to the conclusion
that the limits that I had prescribed to myself were too
narrow for the contemplated work; and, as the number of
worthy subjects-increased, my plan proportionally enlarged,
until it finally embraced all who have been in any considerable degree distinguished, from the earliest settlement of the
country to the present time. This is the plan which I have
endeavoured to carry out in these volumes; but, after the
most diligent and extended research, I feel constrained to
say that there are important names omitted, which I would
gladly have included, but could not, for the utter want of
material. I may add that there are divisions of some of the
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denominations, as well as some religious communities that
claim a more independent character, which are not recognised
in the work, chiefly from being too little known to awaken
general interest; and the Roman Catholics, whom I had at
one time intended to include, I have thought it best, on
mature reflection, to omit, from other considerations.
In the construction of the work, I have had an eye
indirectly to the history of the Church, as well as directly
to the biography of its ministers. I have, therefore, kept
each denomination by itself, and have arranged the names
under each chronologically, so that the gradual changes in
the ministry can easily be traced, and the progress of the
denomination also, so far as it is identified with the character
and doings of its ministers. A chronological index is placed
at the beginning of each denomination, and an alphabetical
index at the close.
The work is chiefly distinguished by two characteristics.
One is that the testimony concerning character, is, with very
few exceptions, original—it is not only the sentiment, but
the very language, of the individual who could speak from
actual knowledge. The rule, in every case practicable, has
been to procure from some well known person or persons,
a letter or letters containing their recollections and impressions illustrative of the character; but where there has been
no one living to testify,—as was uniformly the case with
all who died before 1770,—I have availed myself of the best
testimony of their contemporaries, from funeral sermons,
obituary notices &c., that I could obtain. And where, as in
a very few instances, I have not been able even to do this,
I have endeavoured to substitute that which seemed to me
to come nearest to original testimony,'—^that is, the opinion
of those, who, without having known the individuals, were
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best qualified, from peculiar circumstances, to form a correct
judgment concerning them. In scrupulously giving the
precedence to those who had actual knowledge of the persons
concerned, I am quite aware that somewhat of literary
attraction has been sacrificed; for no one can doubt that
the substance of Cotton Mather's testimony for instance,
concerning some of the veterans whom he commemorates,
may be moulded by a modern pen into a far more graceful
memorial than he has left; but because Cotton Mather knew
the individual, or at most was separated from him by a
single generation, I have thought it best to preserve his
own language, despite of the strangeness of his allusions
and the exuberance of his pedantry
The other characteristic feature of the work is, that it
at least claims an exemption from denominational partiality.
Though I have, of course, my own theological views and
ecclesiastical relations, which I sacredly and gratefully
cherish, I have not attempted, in this work, to defend them,
even by implication—my only aim has been to present
what I supposed to be a faithful outline of the life and
character of each individual, without justifying or condemning the opinions they have respectively held.
I have assumed, in general, that a man's theological views
are sufficiently indicated by the denomination to which he
belongs. But in all cases that required a more definite
statement, I have avoided making it, even from information
which I deemed most authentic,—well knowing how easy
it is for one person, in describing the opinions of another
who differs from him, to give to them, without intending it,
some slight hue which the individual himself would not
acknowledge. I have preferred, as far as possible, to let
my subject represent himself by faithful extracts from his
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writings; and where he has left no expression of his opinions,
I have endeavoured to procure a substitute from some one
of his intimate friends. In this way, I trust, I have effectually guarded against misrepresentation.
As ministers, of course, share the infirmities of the common
humanity, it would be unreasonable to expect that they
should be exhibited as altogether/ree from those infirmities,
and such an exhibition would contain within itself the
evidence of its own imperfection. At the same time, I
acknowledge that I have not sought to make the less desirable traits of character the more prominent; and where
there have been strongly marked constitutional imperfections, I have been satisfied, for the most part, with indicating
their general direction, without specifying particulars to
mark their actual development. If an individual of otherwise high standing has only been the subject of reports more
or less implicating his moral character, which yet have not
brought upon him any ecclesiastical censure or undergone
any public investigation, I so far assume that he is innocent,
as to feel justified in passing in silence the offensive rumours.
But if the case has been such as to incur the discipline of
the body with which he was connected, I have considered
it as due to historic fidelity that so important a fact should
find a place in the narrative of his life. I have, however,
chosen generally to refer to surviving relatives the question
whether the name should be omitted altogether, or introduced in connection with a statement that might possibly
wound either their delicacy or their affection.
It will occur to any one who reflects on the subject, that
there must necessarily be in such a work as this, considerable uniformity and some repetition. This results not merely
from the general resemblance that exists between the lives
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and characters of different individuals of the same profession, but from the fact that several persons are often so
connected with the same event, that the history of each
would be defective without a statement of it. I have
thought it best that each sketch should, as far as possible,
be complete in itself, even where it has involved the necessity referred to.
I have indicated the sources from which the materials for
the sketches have been gathered, by a general reference to
my authorities, rather than by designating the particular
chapter or page of each book; as the latter method would
encumber the pages of the work with references almost
innumerable. In all cases in which I have quoted from
another any testimony concerning character, I have been
scrupulously careful to give due credit by inverted commas;
but where nothing more has been concerned than the statement of a fact, I have withheld the commas, even where I
have used substantially another's language.
I have hesitated considerably as to the order in which the
different denominations should be arranged; but have concluded, on the whole, that it would be most simple and
natm-al to let them follow each other, according to the
number of subjects which they have respectively furnished.
This principle of arrangement, therefore, has been adopted.
One of the most difficult and delicate things in connection
with the work has been the selection of its subjects. The
general principle that has controlled me has been the following—to include those who were eminent for their talents,
their acquirements, or their usefulness, or who were particularly distinguished in their history. In carrying out this
principle, I am aware that I have introduced some names
hitherto little known to fame; in other words, have with-
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drawn the covering which their own modesty had thrown
over their exalted merit. A few young men also have been
admitted, who did not live to fulfil the extraordinary
promise given by their early developments, but whose brief
career was too brilliant or too useful to be entrusted to merely
a vague tradition. In making the selection, I have taken
the judgment of the most eminent living ministers in each
denomination, and in various parts of the country; and yet,
after having done the best in my power, I doubt not that
some have been omitted, for want of information, who are
really more deserving than some who have been included.
In reviewing the work, after I supposed it was nearly
ready for the press, I was struck with the fact that a large
number of names were incidentally introduced, which were
left standing in the dark, without even a reference to their
history. This suggested the idea of making each deceased
clergyman thus introduced, as far as possible, the subject
of a note, which should indicate the leading facts of his
history; and this seemed the more desirable, as not a few
of these were distinguished men, and some of them persons
who would have formed distinct subjects of the work, but
from the paucity of biographical material. This idea I
have been enabled to carry out far more extensively than
I had anticipated; though many of the notes leave considerable chasms in the life which it has been found impossible
to supply- I have also introduced in this way a few who
were not of the clerical profession, but whose relations to
it or to the Church were such as to justify such a notice of
them. I am quite aware that most of these notes will, with
many, perhaps with the mass of readers, have little interest;
but it is presumed that there is a considerable class to whom
they will prove acceptable, especially as matter of reference.
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At the beginning of each sketch, will be found numbers
in connection with the name of the subject, indicating the
commencement and the close of his ministry The first
of these numbers denotes the year,—in all cases in which
it has been practicable to identify it,—when he was licensed
to preach—in other cases, it denotes the earliest period that
I have been able to satisfy myself that he was in the
ministry; though, in a few instances, the date has been.
assumed, where a shade of doubt remained after the most
diligent inquiry that could be instituted. In respect to
foreigners, who commenced their ministry in Europe, the
numbers referred to indicate only the period of their professional career in this country.
It happens in respect to a considerable number of those
whom the work commemorates, that they were in connection, at different periods, with different denominations. In
all such cases, my rule has been to place the individual with
the denomination in which he closed his labours.
It was originally my purpose to prefix to each series of
biographies a history, chronologically arranged, of the
denomination to which it belongs; but I was discouraged
from the attempt by finding that this would necessarily
involve a repetition of much that is contained in the sketches
themselves. Instead, therefore, of a formal history, I have
concluded to substitute what I have called an Historical
Introduction, consisting of only such notices of the progress
of the denomination, as well as of its principles and position, as the work does not otherwise distinctly supply.
It is due to candour to state that, after my best efforts to
render this work as complete as possible, I am quite aware
that it but very imperfectly accomplishes its design. On
no point have I taken so much pains to arrive at the truth
Vol. I.
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as that of dates; and yet the constantly conflicting authorities which I have had to encounter, as well as the utter
carelessness which prevails on this subject in most families,
forbid me to hope that I have not, in common with those
who have gone before me, fallen into many mistakes. I
can only say that where this has occurred, it has not been
for want of due care or pains to avoid it. I have aimed,
as far as I could, to give a list of each one's publications;
and in many cases, I know that the list is complete; but in
many others, I know that it is defective, and in others
still, presume that it is so, without positive evidence.
I can hardly do justice to my sense of obligation to the
numerous friends who have so kindly aided me in my work
by their valuable contributions. A large portion of them
are connected with other denominations than my own; and
many of them I have never seen, and probably never shall
see, till I meet them beyond the vail; and yet they have
co-operated with me as promptly and as freely, as if our
denominational relations had been the same, or as if they
had been the friends of my whole life. The work itself
will show the amount of obligation I am under to each contributor; but there are many who have rendered me
important service other than by their direct contributions,
and some to whom I am largely indebted, whose names do
not appear in the body of the work. I trust that it will
not be thought invidious to mention especially the lamented
Dr. Alexander, who committed to me the notes which he
had made upon the lives and characters of many of the
eminent ministers of his day; the Rev. Richard Webster
of Mauch Chunk, Pennsylvania, who allowed me the free use
of his invaluable manuscript collections concerning the early
Presbyterian ministers of this country, and whose recent

GENERAL PREFACE.

xi

death has left a chasm in the historic literature of his
denomination, that cannot easily be filled; the venerable Dr. Pierce, who knew the history of every body's
ancestors, and committed to paper much of what he knew,
particularly concerning the clergy of Massachusetts and the
graduates of Harvard College, and gave me ready access to
it all; the excellent Dr. Van Vleck, late Bishop of the
Mortivitin Church, who translated from the German, sketches
of many of their prominent ministers, specially for my use;
Professor Stoever of Pennsylvania College, to whose
persevering research I am indebted for a large part of the
material used in the sketches of the Lutheran Divines;
Mr. Herrick, Librarian of Yale College ; Mr. Felt, Librarian
of the Massachusetts Historical Society; and Mr. Haven,
Librarian of the American Antiquarian Society,'—^who
have severally responded to my frequent applications for aid
in the most courteous and obliging manner; Mr. E. Gleason
of Hartford, who has furnished much information gathered
from pamphlets in the Connecticut Historical Society; the
Rev. Dr. Jenks of Boston, whose knowledge of the memorahilia of the past is equalled only by the generous freedom
with which he imparts it; and finally, Mr. Savage, whose
opinion in all matters of antiquarian research has long since
acquired an authority little short of oracular.
Much the greater portion of those who have contributed to
the work, have kindly accompanied their communications
with a permission, or rather a request, that I should omit
any parts of them that were irrelevant to my purpose, or
make any other slight modifications that might seem to me
desirable. I have availed myself of this indulgence in
some cases, especially where, from a misapprehension of
my request, facts which belonged appropriately to the narra-
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tive of the life, were included in the letter, and it was
necessary to omit them in order to avoid repetition. But I
have never intentionally made any change that I deemed
important, in any communication, without having obtained
the writer's consent.
It may be proper to state that a number of the letters,
especially from persons far advanced in life, have been
dictated by them, in substance, and partly moulded, so far
as the language is concerned, by another hand. But in
every such case, the manuscript has been carefully revised
by the author, before receiving his signature, so that it is
as truly his own as if the writing had all been performed by
himself.
There is one circumstance which I may be permitted to
mention as illustrative of the importance of the work that
has occupied me so long, and as showing how we are all
carried away as with a flood. Of about five hundred and
forty individuals who have contributed to this work,
seventy-nine are known to have deceased, and fifty-two
have a place in it as both contributors and subjects. Quite
a number of the contributors have been between eighty
and ninety years of age; six between ninety and a
hundred; and one has actually completed his century Of
those who have passed ninety, four still survive, retaining
almost the intellectual vigour of middle age. This host
of veterans, so many of whom have gone to mingle in
other scenes, have freely imparted to me their recollections
of their early contemporaries and associates,—which must
otherwise soon have perished, but which may now be preserved for the benefit of posterity
I submit this work to the public with unaffected diffidence. I t has been accomplished in connection with the
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duties of a large pastoral charge, which 1 have always
held paramount to any other claims or engagements; but I
have nevertheless given myself all the time necessary to
do the best in my power. I know well how delicate a
matter it is to write the lives of men, however distinguished,
whose relatives or descendants still live, to scrutinize every
sentence with the jealousy of conjugal, or fraternal, or filial
affection. I can only say that, whatever mistakes I may
have committed, I have not intentionally said or allowed
to be said any thing to misrepresent the dead or wound the
living. In the delineation of character I have generally
been obliged to rely on the judgment of others; but I have
taken care that they should be persons on whom I could
afford to rely, and who, for the most part, have so wide and
excellent a reputation, that the public will not be slow to
receive their testimony I am willing to hope that the
work will not be found essentially wanting in this respect,
in delicacy on the one hand or fidelity on the other.
I close this greatest labour of my life with devout gratitude to Him who has given me health and all the requisite
facilities to perform it. I proffer my grateful salutations to
the friends who have assisted me by their contributions, or
encouraged me by their good wishes; and, as for those who
are gone, I would fain breathe an expression of thankfulness toward their graves. May this work, which, from its
great number of deceased contributors, takes on almost
the form of a posthumous publication, survive as a witness
for the ministry of past generations, long after the last hand
that helped to mould it shall have turned to dust.
ALBANY, AUGUST 11,

1856.
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HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION.^
CONGREGATIONALISM may be said to have been born in England, to liave
passed some of its earliest years in Holland, and to have migrated to these
Western Shores in the Mayflower; and though this is not the only country
in which it exists, it is that probably in which it has reached its most vigorous maturity.
I t is well known that though the Congregationalists, as a distinct sect,
originated with Robert Browne, from whom they took the name of Brownists, yet their principles were so materially modified under John Robinson,
that he, especially in view of the relation he sustained to the Plymouth
Church, may be considered as the father of at least New England Congregationalism. I t is proper therefore to look to the church at Leyden, as the
legitimate exponent of those principles by which New England Congregationalists were originally distinguished.
In regard to their doctrinal views, they were thoroughly Calvinistic;
though their venerable pastor did not fail to remind the first emigrants, in
his farewell address, that even " that great man of God," John Calvin, " saw
not all things." The points which gave to them their distinctive character,
relate to Church Grovernment and the Sacraments; and they are the following :—
That no church ought to consist of more members than can conveniently
meet together for worship and discipline—that any church of Christ is to
consist only of such as appear to believe in and obey Him—that any competent number of such have a right, when conscience obliges them, to form
themselves into a distinct church—that this incorporation is by some contract
or covenant, express or implied—that, being thus incorporated, they have a
right to choose their own officers—that these officers are Pastors or Teaching
Elders, Ruling Elders, and Deacons—that Elders, being chosen and
* At the time when I expected to introduce each series of sketches with a regular history of
the denomination, I applied to the venerable Dr. Emerson, late Professor of Churcli History
m the Andover Theological Seminary, to write for mo the History of the Congregational Church;
and he kindly complied with my request in a very elaborate and well digested sketch of the
denomination from its origin to the present time. As, however, I subsequently found it impossible to carry out my original purpose, I have not been able fully to avail myself of the result
of his careful labours, though 1 have appropriated not a little from it, especially in regard to
the original constitution, the present polity, and the numerical strength of the denomination.
VOL.
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ordained, have no power to rule the church, but by consent of the brethren—that all Elders and all Churches are equal in respect of powers and
privileges—that Baptism is to be administered to visible believers and their
infant children, and no others—that the Lord's Supper is to be received sitting at the table—that ecclesiastical censures are wholly spiritual, and not to
be accompanied with temporal penalties—that no days are to be regarded as
holy but the Christian Sabbath, though it is proper to observe occasionally
days of Fasting and Thanksgiving—that all human inventions or impositions
in religion are to be discarded.
The same views of Christian doctrine which were brought hither by the
original Colonists, were, after a few years, authoritatively embodied in the
Cambridge Platform, and, at a still later period, in-the Saybrook Platform,—
both of which are still, in some sense, recognised standards, though both
have lost, in a great degree, their practical force. The common impression
seems to be, that, for the first century after the landing at Plymouth, there
was little or no difference of doctrinal views among the ministers of New
England; but those who will take pains to examine some of the old controversial pamphlets published towards the close of the seventeenth century,
will find that there was the germ of a " l i b e r a l " party even at that early
period, and that the stricter Calvinists had begun to detect signs of defection,
which they regarded as of portentous import. I t was not, however, till
after the great "Whitefieldian revival, about 1740, that there could be said to
be two distinctly recognised parties in the Church,—the Calvinistic and the
Arminian: the distinction had indeed previously existed, but the revival operated as a practical test to render it more palpable. A few years after this,
Dr. Mayhew advanced a step beyond Arminianism, to Arianism ; and though
possibly he was not the first of the New England clergy to hold that system
of opinions, he was the first openly to avow it. But from that time till the
close of the century, he stood nearly alone as an advocate of Arianism,—the
liberal party as a body still being Trinitarian Arminians. During this
period, the Calvinists and Arminians, though regarding each other with some
degree of shyness, were not formally separated, but were in the habit, for
the most part, of occasionally exchanging pulpits, and performing other acts
of Christian and ministerial fellowship. I t was not till the " liberal " party
became avowedly Unitarian that the lines between the two parties were so
distinctly drawn as to prevent an interchange of official labours; and this
was by so gradual a process that it was not easy to mark either its commencement or its termination.
About the time that the Arminian party began to be prominent, the views
of the Calvinistic party became considerably modified through the influence of
the elder Edwards; and still more, at a somewhat later period, by the teachings of Bellamy and Hopkins. The result at which these eminent men seem
to have aimed, was to justify more efl"ectually than had been done before the
dealings of God with men, and to impress sinners more deeply with a sense
of their dependance and obligation. Of the same school substantially, but
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later still, were Dr. Charles Backus and Dr. Smalley, who did much, especially as theological teachers, to mould the Theology of New England. Then
there was Dr. Burton, the leader in the " Taste scheme," and Dr. Emmons,
the champion of the " Exercise scheme," and Dr. Spring, also a man of great
acuteness and power, whose sympathies are understood to have been mainly
with the latter—each of these exerted a controlling influence over many,minds.
But there were Doctors Hemmenway and Lathrop,—both of them able
and accomplished Divines, who looked coldly on the innovations of the then
new school, and preferred to repose in a system, which was considered by
many as of a somewhat milder character. President D wight, whose writings,
among Trinitarian Congregationalists, are of standard authority, dissents
from his illustrious grandfather, President Edwards, at least in some of
his views of the doctrine of Original Sin. Dr. Woods' Theological Lectures, which have appeared more recently, and which are destined to exert
a powerful influence in print, as they have done already in the delivery, are
very nearly of the Edwardean type. Within the last thirty years, it scarcely
need be stated that there has been, on the part of some, a greater divergency than before from some of the views of the New England fathers, and
on the part of others, a more vigorous efi'ort to repair or restore the ancient
landmarks.
In addition to the fundamental principles of Church polity already noticed,
as recognised by Robinson's church, there were some subordinate doctrines
and customs, which helped to give to the early Congregationalists their distinctive character. They believed that in every completely organized church,
there should be a Pastor, Teacher, Ruling Elder, and Deacons. I t devolved
on the Paster to inculcate the duties and present the consolations of religion;
on the Teacher to expound and defend the doctrines; on the Ruling Elder
to assist the Pastor in the government of the church,—particularly to watch
over the members, to prepare and bring forward all cases of discipline, to
visit and pray with the sick, and, in the absence of the Pastor and Teacher,
to pray with the Congregation and expound the Scriptures; and on the Deacons to provide for the Lord's table and care for the poor.
The mode of conferring licensure to preach, as well as ordination, was
much less formal and well defined than it became in after years. Whenever
a young man had finished his College studies, if he considered himself as
qualified, and could find some friendly gentleman in the ministry to introduce him in the pulpit, he began to preach, without any examination or
recommendation from any body of ministers or churches. I n ordination,
the vote of the church was regarded as the essential thing ; and the imposition of hands was by the Ruling Elders, or, in their absence, by the common
brethren. Ruling Elders were ordained with no less solemnity than Pastors.
The office of Ruling Elder gradually died out of the Congregational
Churches; and, as a substitute for it, most churches have Standing Committees, whose duty it is to institute discipline with public off"enders, and to aid
the pastor in examining candidates for admission into the church; but they
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possess only an advisory power. The ordination, dismission, and deposition
of ministers are now by councils invited from the churches. Where Consociations exist, these bodies are the standing councils for the consociated
churches, and consist of the pastors and delegates of the churches. I n other
churches, the councils are formed by the pastors and delegates of the churches
whose aid is requested.
The Cambridge Platform, adopted by the Synod convened by the Legislature of Massachusetts, in 1648, provides only for councils selected for the
occasion, and bears more the aspect of independency,—as their decisions are
only advisory. The Saybrook Platform, adopted by a Synod of Connecticut
in 1708, provides for Consociations with jurisdiction over the churches and
pastors, but allows each Consociation to make such by-laws as it pleases. A
Consociation generally includes from five to twenty contiguous churches;
but no church is bound to join the Consociation or to continue with it.
Connected with each Consociation is an Association, which consists of the
pastors of the consociated churches, and whose chief duty is to institute discipline with their offending brethren, when needful, and bring them for trial
before the Consociation, which commonly meets for business once a year,
and may be called together at any time by the Moderator for the ordination
of a pastor or other purposes. The Association have other duties, particularly the examination and licensure of candidates for the ministry. There is
also a General Association which consists of delegates from the District
Associations, and meets annually as a medium of friendly intercourse for the
churches with each other, and with other ecclesiastical bodies. District and
General Associations exist also in States and regions where no Consociations
have been formed; but they have no immediate connection with the discipline of the churches. Bodies, under other names, also exist for the like
purposes of intercourse,—as the General Conference of Maine, the General
Consociation of Rhode Island, and the General Conventions of Vermont
and Wisconsin.
The union of Church and State, by which Congregationalism became the
established religion in each of the four Colonies at their first settlement,
exists no longer, except in the records of the past. Like the rest of Christendom, the New England fathers thought it incumbent on them to incorporate the Church with the State in some form ; and they aimed to accomplish
it in what they considered at once the most thorough and the least dangerous
mode,—namely, by restricting the civil franchise to the members of the
Church in full communion. But the experiment proved fraught with evil.
Complaints from those who were required to pay taxes, but were debarred
from any share in the government, became so loud and troublesome that in
1657 the Legislature of Massachusetts called a Synod for advice on the subject, and another in 1662. In reply to questions from the Legislature, both
Synods answered that baptized persons of discreet lives, upon publicly giving their assent to the Eaith and Covenant of the Church, had a right to all
the privileges of church members, (including the baptism of their children,)
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except that of the Lord's Supper, for which evidence of personal piety was
still required. By this expedient, called the Half-way Covenant, the barrier
was removed in respect to men of this description. Great commotion in the
churches, however, was excited by the decision, not only in Massachusetts
but in the other Colonies, and many of the churches refused to adopt it, and
thus excited the rage of some ambitious spirits who were still kept from
office.
As another feature of the Establishment, men of all denominations were
taxed for the support of Congregational worship ; but at length those of
other denominations had their taxes remitted, on producing evidence of having paid for the support of their own preachers; and finally, the last vestige
of this policy was destroyed, when, in the year 1833, Massachusetts, the last
to adopt completely the voluntary principle, repealed all her laws for involuntary contributions to the support of religion. This revolution was
strongly opposed by some, and greatly feared by many, but now is rejoiced
in by all.
Though the Congregationalists have always been the principal denomination in New England, they extended little beyond New England, till about
the commencement of the present century. Those who migrated West or
South, generally connected themselves with Presbyterian churches, and thus
their Congregationalism became absorbed in Presbyterianism. That the two
denominations might co-exist in the same field to the greater advantage, a
Plan of Union was adopted between the General Assembly of the Presbyterian church in the United States and the General Association of Connecticut,
whereby Congregational Churches were allowed to be connected with Presbyteries, and to have a representation by lay delegates in all the Presbyterian Church Courts. This Plan was discarded by the Old School General
Assembly in 18.J7 ; and, though still recognised by the New School Assembly, it is understood that it finds little favour, either with them or the Congregationalists, and is probably destined to a speedy and final abrogation.
I n latter years, Congregationalism has been rapidly extending itself, and
has now gained a footing in all the Middle, and Western, and some of the
South Western, States. I n 1855, there were in Maine two hundred and
thirty churches; in New Hampshire, one hundred and thirty-seven; in Vermont, one hundred and ninety-five; in Massachusetts, four hundred and.fiftyone ; in Rhode Island, twenty-two; in Connecticut, two hundred and
eighty; in all thirteen hundred and sixty-five. And in New York, there
were three hundred and ninety; in New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and the District of Columbia, seventeen; in Ohio, two hundred and eighteen; in Indiana, sixteen; in Illinois!, a hundred and thirty-three; in Michigan, a hundred and one; in Wisconsin, a hundred and twenty-six; in Iowa, sixty-six;
in Minnesota, four; in Oregon, five; in California, eight; in Kansas, one;
in Canada, sixty-nine;—in all eleven hundred and fifty-four; and including
those of New England, two thousand five hundred and nineteen. The number of settled ministers is sixteen hundred and forty-three; of those with-
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out charge, four hundred and seventy-nine ; in all, two thousand, three hundred and twenty-two.
As the Congregational body has, in latter years, been divided into two
distinct branches, Trinitarian and Unitarian, thus forming in fact two difi"erent denominations, having little sympathy with each other, and as this division was the result of a silent and gradual process extended through a long
series of years, I have not found it easy to determine on which side of the
line some of my subjects legitimately belong. My general rule, however,
has been, to consider those as Trinitarians, concerning whom I have been
able to find no evidence that they did not accept the commonly received doctrine of the Trinity; and in the one or two cases which may possibly be considered as exceptions from this, I have been influenced by the consideration
that they always remained in connection with orthodox churches and were in
constant fellowship with orthodox ministers.
I t has been suggested that some of the statements which historic fidelity
required to be made in regard to that state of things which brought the Pilgrim Fathers to this country, may seem invidious in their bearing upon the
Episcopal Church; but it would be a poor compliment to the candour of that
respectable denomination to suppose that such an idea could occur to them,
and an equally poor compliment to the justice of any other denomination to
suppose that they should imagine that there was any good reason for it.
The truth is, if each of the older denominations, as it now exists, were to be
held responsible for all the unreasonable or intolerant acts that make part of
its early history, it is difficult to say which would be able to cast the first
stone. I t was the spirit of the age, and not the spirit of any denomination,
as such, to which these unchristian developments are to be referred; and it
were better that all the denominations, instead of reproaching each other
with what may have been amiss in the conduct of their fathers, should be
thankful to that gracious Providence which has cast their own lot at a period,
and in a region, in which the principles of religious liberty are understood
and reduced to practice.
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JOHN ROBINSON.*
I t may possibly strike some, as at least of doubtful propriety, that a
work that professes to be devoted exclusively to A M E R I C A N clerical
biography, should find its first subject in an individual who never set
foot on American ground. This impression, however, will hardly remain,
when it is remembered that John Robinson was not only one of the fathers
of the Congregational body, but the actual pastor of the first Congregational church planted in this country; that he always kept an eye upon
his brethren after their removal, often refreshing them with his afi'ectionate salutations and wise and faithful counsels; that, as long as he lived,
he cherished the desire and expectation of joining them; that, after his
death, his family actually came hither and lived and died; and that he is
probably represented here by some of his descendants to this day. Under
the.^e circumstances, the Congregational Church in America is surely entitled to place him at the head of her ministry.
J O H N R O B I N S O N was born in one of the midland counties of England,
(probably Lincolnshire) in the year 1575. He entered the University of
Cambridge in 1592; and was a member of either Emanuel College, or
the College of Corpus Christi—the evidence, however, seems to preponderate in favour of the latter. I t was during his connection with the
University, and probably under the preaching of the Rev. William Perkins,
an eminent Puritan divine, that he was first brought to feel the power of
religion. He was admitted to a Fellowship in the College, and is supposed
to have received the degree of M. A. in 1599.
Having finished his course at the University, he proceeded to Norfolk,
and began his ministerial labours in the vicinity of Norwich. Being at this
time a Puritan only, he officiated in the Established Church. But he
began soon to modify or omit some of the prescribed ceremonies, in accommodation to his scruples,—which attracted the attention of the Ecclesiastical authorities ; and at no distant period he was suspended temporarily
from his clerical functions. I t is doubtful whether he was ever fully
inducted into a " l i v i n g , " or whether he ever submitted to the regulations
necessary for " f u l l orders."
On being suspended by the Bishop, he took up his residence at Norwich,
where, in a very quiet way, he collected a congregation of Puritan
worshipers, who attended his ministrations, even at the hazard of being
fined and imprisoned. His mind was still perplexed respecting his duty
in relation to the Church. I t is evident that, though suspended, he was
not yet prepared to sacrifice his .position in connection with the Establishment. He hoped that there might be greater indulgence towards
non-conformity, ami that perhajis he might find a place as chaplain in
some public institution, or secure some private building, by lease, in
which he might conduct the worship of God, agreeably to the dictates of
his own conscience. But having failed in one or two applications, and.
despairing at length of any thing that should be more in accordance with
• Ashton's Memoir, prefixed to his works.
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his wishes, he resolved to carry out fully his puritanical principles, and
separate himself altogether from the Church in which he had been born
and educated, and had for a time served as a minister.
Mr. Robinson left Norwich in 1604, really, if not avowedly, a Separatist. He is supposed to have visited Cambridge immediately after, for
the purpose of resigning his Fellowship in the College, and taking leave
of his Puritan friends and former associates. He then proceeded to
Lincolnshire and the adjacent parts, where he found a considerable number who, like himself, had quitted the National Establishment, and constituted themselves into a church, solemnly covenanting with the Lord
and with each other " to walk in all his ways made known, or to be made
known, unto them, according to their best endeavours, whatever it should
cost them." This transaction is generally believed to have taken place
in the year 1602, when Mr. Smj^th and Mr. Clyfton became associated in
the pastoral care of the church.
When Mr. Robinson cast in his lot Avith these people, their numbers
had so far increased that it was thought best that they should form two
distinct churches; Mr. Smyth becoming the sole pastor of the one, and
Mr. Clyfton, of the other. Mr. Robinson was soon chosen Mr. Clyfton's
assistant, and as both the pastors soon removed to Holland, Mr. R.
remained and became Mr. C.'s successor in office; though a considerable
portion of Mr. C.'s flock accompanied him.
As the state of things became constantly more adverse to non-conformists,
and especially Separatists, Mr. Robinson, with his church, resolved, after a
few months, to follow their companions to the United Provinces, where there
was something at least approaching to religious freedom. After having made
two or three unsuccessful attempts thus to expatriate themselves,—being
met in each case by the vigilant activity of the pursuivants,—they finally
accomplished their purpose, and arrived in Holland in 1608. They forthwith united with their former companions who had settled at Amsterdam,
and with them became associated with the original members of the English
church in that city, under the pastoral care of Johnson and Ainsworth.
Mr. Robinson, having now no pastoral charge, was obliged to betake himself
to some secular employment for a support; and it is doubtful whether he
was relieved fully from this necessity at any subsequent period.
The church at Amsterdam, owing to some irregular proceedings on the
part of Mr. Smyth and a few others, had become greatly embroiled, and
Mr. Robinson and his friends, after residing there about a year, resolved
to escape from the tumultuous scene, by seeking a new home in Leyden.
Accordingly, in 1609, they settled, by permission of the authorities, in
that "fair and beautiful c i t y ; " though it was at considerable worldly
disadvantage that they made the change.
Mr. Robinson's first object, when settled at Leyden, was to find a suitable
place for public worship ; and, for a time at least, he is supposed to have
preached in his own hired house, and afterwards in some public hall. The
arrangements for worship being completed, the church was reorganized, and
Mr. R. received from the members a call to become their pastor, and was
ordained by the church itself. The fact of his not having received "full
orders " in the Church of England might be a reason for this ; but doubtless
a still stronger reason was, that he regarded the ministry of that Church as
" a false ministry," in consequence of its being derived from the Church of
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Kome, and therefore to be repudiated by all who separated from her communion. William Brewster, at whose house the brethren had been accustomed to hold their meetings in England, was set apart as ruling elder at
the same time that Mr. R. was constituted pastor.
Being now settled over his flock, he devoted himself assiduously to their
interests, and engaged with fresh zeal in the prosecution of his theological
studies,—at the same time attending the lectures of some of the most eminent professors in the University. He became eventually one of its members; though not till after he had resided there six years. This placed him
beyond the control of the town magistrates, and entitled him to receive, free
of town and state duties, half a tun of beer every month, and about ten gallons of wine every three months.
The controversy between Calvinists and Arminians was rife at this period ;
and Mr. Robinson seems to have bestowed upon it much attention. He took
strongly the Calvinistic side ; and on one or two points, particularly that of
Divine agency in respect to moral evil, he was regarded as holding rather
extreme views. He was earnestly solicited by several professors to engage
publicly in a doctrinal discussion with Episcopius, one of the great Arminian
lights of that day; and though he, at first, modestly declined, from a sense of
incompetency, yet he finally yielded to the urgent demands that were made
upon him, and the discussion was prosecuted with great vigour for three days.
His friends claimed for him a signal victory; and it is more than probable
that the opposite party made a similar claim in behalf of their champion.
After residing some years at Leyden, Mr. Robinson and his friends began
to look abroad for some more promising field, and some more desirable home.
His labours were necessarily restricted to the people of his charge. The
difference of language was found an insuperable barrier to progress. The
Dutch functionaries, though ready to allow to him the full exercise of his
office among his own people, frowned upon all attempts to proselyte the
natives. Their numbers also were gradually diminishing—their young men,
finding little occupation at Leyden, were enlisting into the army or navy,
while other young persons were intermarrying with Dutch families, and thus
rapidly losing their native language and manners. Having impoverished
themselves in their removal from England, they found it difficult to obtain
the necessary means of subsistence. And last, though not least, the gross
immorality that prevailed, especially the desecration of the Sabbath, awakened in the more serious part of the people a desire to escape so contaminating an influence, and to breathe a purer and more congenial atmosphere.
Various places were proposed as desirable settlements ; but Virginia was,
on the whole, thought preferable, provided they might be allowed to originate a new colony by,themselves, and establish it on their own distinctive
principles. Mr. Robinson preached on the peculiar duties then devolving
upon them, and arranged special seasons for fasting and prayer. Two members of the church (Carver and Cushman) were despatched to England, in
behalf of the company, to seek permission of the King to settle in some part
of Virginia; and though the negotiation, owing to various circumstances,
was not a little embarrassed and retarded, the desired permission was at
length obtained. When the agents returned and made their favourable
report, a day of humiliation, thanksgiving and prayer was observed in reference
to the interesting circumstances in which they were then placed. At the
close of the religious exercises, the church and congregation entered on a dis-
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cussion respecting the parties t h a t should go first to the new settlement, and
prepare for the reception of o t h e r s ; and it was at length resolved " t h a t it
was best for one part of the church to go at first, and the other to stay ; viz,
the youngest and strongest part to g o ; that they who went should freely
offer t h e m s e l v e s ; t h a t if the major part went, the pastor should go with
t h e m — i f not, the elder o n l y ; that if the Lord should frown upon their proceedings, then those that went, should return, and the brethren t h a t remained still there, should assist and be helpful to them ; but if God should be
pleased to favour t h e m t h a t went, then they also should endeavor to help
over such as were poor and ancient and willing to c o m e . " T h e volunteers
for the adventure being in the minority, Mr. Brewster, the ruling elder, and
assistant to the pastor, was appointed to take the ministerial oversight of the
emigrants, until Mr. Robinson or some pastor from E n g l a n d should join them.
T h e arrangements for the departure of the emigrants being completed, the
whole congregation met for humiliation and prayer on the 21st of J u l y ,
1620, when Mr. Robinson preached, with deep emotion, from E z r a V I I I ,
2 1 , 2 2 . The close of his discourse is thus given by Mr. Winslow : —
" We are now ere long to part asunder, and the Lord knoweth whether ever he should
live to see our faces again. But whether the Lord had appointed it or not, he charged us
before God and his blessed angels, to follow him no further than he followed Christ j and
if God should reveal any thing to us by any other instrument of his, to be as ready to
receive it, as ever we were to receive any truth by his ministry; for he was very confident the Lord had more truth and light yet t(5 break forth out of his holy word. He
took occasion also miserably to bewail the state and condition of the Reformed churches,
who were come to a period in religion, and would go no further than the instruments of
their reformation. As for example, the Lutlierans, they could not be drawn to go beyond
what Luther saw; for whatever part of God's will he had further imparted and revealed
to Calvin, they will rather die than embrace it. And so also, saith he, you see the Calvinists, they stick where he left them, a misery much to be lamented; for though they
were precious shining lights in their times, yet God had not revealed his whole will to
them; and were they now living, saith he, they would be as ready and willing to embrace
further light, as that they had recei\-C(l. Here also he put us in mind of our church
covenant, at least that part of it whereby we promise and covenant with God and one with
another to receive whatsoever light or truth shall be made known to us from his written
Word; but withal exhorted us to take heed what we received for truth, and well to
examine and compare it and weigh it with other Scriptures of truth before we received
it. For saith he, it is not possible the Christian world should come so lately out of such
thick antichristian darkness, and that full perfection of knowledge should break forth at
once."
" Another thing he commended to us was, that we should use all means to avoid and
shake off the name of Brownist, being a mere nick-name and brand, to make religion odious,
and the professors of it, to the Christian world. And to that end, said he, I should be glad
if some godly minister would go over with you before my coming; for, said he, there will be
no difierence between the unconformable ministers and you, when they come to the practice
of the ordinances out of the kingdom. And so advised us, by all means, to endeavour to
close with the godly party of the kingdom of England, and rather to study union than
division, viz, how near we might possibly, without sin, close with them, than in the least
measure to affect division or separation from them. And be not loth to take another
pastor or teacher, saith he; for that flock that hath two shepherds, is not endangered,
but secured by it."
T h e next day, J u l y 22d, was the day of their d e p a r t u r e . A large number of Christian friends from A m s t e r d a m and the neighbouring towns assembled to bid them farewell, and join in the parting supplications. W h i l e the
emigrants were at Southampton, where t h e Mayflower was awaiting them,
M r . Robinson addressed to them a letter abounding in tender sentiments and
judicious counsels. On the r e t u r n of the Mayflower to E n g l a n d , tidings of
the safe arrival and favourable settlement of the pilgrims were conveyed to
him, and were received with the liveliest gratitude and joy. H e continued
through life to cherish towards this part of his flock the warmest affection.
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Mr. Robinson continued his labours among the portion of his flock that
remained with him, until his d e a t h ; though he never, till the close of life,
surrendered the hope of exercising his ministerial functions, at least for a few
^•ears, among his Transatlantic friends. B u t the all-wise Disposer of events
nad ordained otherwise. On Saturday, the 22d of F e b r u a r y , 1 6 2 5 , he was
taken ill, b u t preached twice on the following day. F r o m that time his
strength gradually failed until the 1st of March—after an illness of eight
Jays, he gently passed away, amidst the tears and prayers of a devoted flock.
Not only his own people, b u t the University and ministers of the city, aiid
many most respectable citizens, followed him to the grave.
3Ir. Robinson left a widow and two sons—JoJm and Isaac, who continued to reside at Leyden a few years, but in 1629 or 1630, migrated to this
country. J o h n settled at or near Cape A n n , and had a son Abraham,
who
died at the age of one h u n d r e d and two years. I s a a c settled at Scituate,
where he was a freeman in 1 6 3 3 ; removed to Barnstable in 1639, and in the
years 1616 and 1 6 5 1 , was chosen one of the assistants to the Governor.
He died at Barnstable, more than ninety years of age.
Gov. Bradford writes thus concerning Mr. R o b i n s o n : —
" He was a man not easily to be paralleled for all things, whose singular virtues wc
shall not take upon us here to describe. Neither need we, for they so well are known
both by friends and enemies. As he was a man learned and of solid judgment, and of a
quick and sharp wit, so was he also of a tender conscience and very sincere in all his
ways; abater of hypocrisy and dissimulation, and would be very plain with his best
friends. He was very courteous, afliable, and sociable in his conversation, and towards
his own people especially. He was an acute and expert disputant, very quick and ready,
and had much bickering with the Arminians, who stood more in fear of him than of any
in the University. He was never satisfied in himself until he had searched any cause or
argument he had to deal in, thoroughly and to the bottom; and we have heard him
sometimes say to his familiars ' that many times, both in writing and disputation, he
knew he had sufficiently answered others, but many times not himself: and was ever
desirous of any light, and the more able, learned, and holy the persons were, the more
he desired to confer and reason with them. He was very profitable in his ministry and
comfortable to his people. He was much beloved of them, and as loving was he unto
them, and entirely sought their good for soul and body.
" Yea such was the mutual love and reciprocal respect that this worthy man had to his
flock, and his flock to him, that it might be said of them, as it was once said of that
famous emperor, Marcus Aurelius, and the people of Rome, that it was hard to judge
whether he dehghted more in having such a people, or they in having such a pastor.
His love was great towards them and his care was always bent for their best good, both
for sou! and body. For, besides his singular abilities in Divine things, wherein he excelled, he was able also to give direction in civil aflilxirs, and to foresee dangers and inconveniences ; by which means he was very helpful to their outward estates; and so was every
way, as a common father unto them. And none did more offend him than those that
were close and cleaving to themselves, and retired from the common good; as also such
as would be stiff and rigid in matters of outward order, and inveigh against the evils of
others, and yet be remiss in themselves, and not so careful to express a virtuous conversation. They, in like manner, had ever a reverent regard unto him, and had him in
precious estimation as his worth and wisdom did deserve; and although they esteemed
him highly whilst he lived and laboured among them, yet much more after Ms death,
when they came to feel the want of his .'lelp, and saw by woful experience, what a
treasure they had lost, to the grief of their hearts and wounding of their souls; yea,
such a loss as they saw could not be repaired."
Hoornbeck, in his " S u m m a Controvcrsarium " says,
" John Robinson was most dear to us while he lived, was on familiar terms with the
Leyden theologians, and was greatly esteemed by them. He wrote, moreover, in a
variety of ways against the Arminians; and was the frequent opponent and bold antagonist of Episcopius himself in the University."
Even Baylie, the opponent of the Independents, while denouncing in no
measured terms the whole denomination in his "Dissuasives against the
errors of the T i m e s , " says —
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" Robinson was a man of excellent parts, and the most learned, polished, and modest
spirit that ever separated from the Church of England."
The following is a list of Mr. Robinson's publications :—An Answer to a
Censorious Epistle, 1608. A Justification of Separation from the Church
of England, against Mr. Bernard's Invective, entitled the Separatist's
Schism, 1610. Two Letters on Christian Fellowship, 1611. On Religious
Communion, Private and Public, 1614. The People's Plea for the Exercise
of Prophecy, 1618. Defence of the Doctrine Propounded by the Synod of
Dort, 1624. Letter to the Congregational Church in London, 1624.
Appeal on Truth's Behalf, 1624. A Just and Necessary Apology, 1625.
Essays, or Observations Divine and Moral, 1628. On the Lawfulness of
Hearing Ministers in the Church of England, 1634. A Catechism, 1642.
liis works were collected and published in three volumes, duodecimo, with
a memoir of his life. London, 1851.

FRANCIS HIGGINSON.*
1629—1630.
F R A N C I S H I G G I N S O N , son of the Rev. John Higginson, was born in
England, in the year 1587. He received the degree of B. A., in
1609, at Jesus' College, and the degree of M. A., in 1613, at St.
Johns—both of the University of Cambridge. About two years after leaving the University, he became the minister of Claybrooke, one of the parishes
in Leicester. Having an uncommonly winning address, and very popular
talents, and withal being deeply imbued with the evangelical spirit, he soon
acquired great infiuence as a preacher ; and had the pleasure of seeing multitudes not only attending earnestly upon his ministry, but apparently much
profited by it. For several years he continued to conform, without scruple,
to the rites and ceremonies of the Established Church; but having formed
an acquaintance with Arthur Hildersham and Thomas Hooker, he became
soon after, in principle, a decided non-conformist; the consequence of which
was that he was constrained to discontinue the exercise of his ministry in the
parish church. Nevertheless, so great was his popularity that liberty was
procured for him to deliver a lecture regularly on one part of the Lord's
day; and on the other part he was employed as an assistant to an aged and
infirm minister. He was now supported by the voluntary contributions of
the inhabitants ; and though the rest of the ministers in the place all continued to conform to the Established Church, yet they invited him freely into
their pulpits, so long as they could do so without putting in jeopardy their own
good standing. Besides preaching successively in three of the parish churches
in Leicester, he preached also at Belgrave, a mile out of the town. These
facilities he enjoyed chiefly through the indulgence of Dr. Williams, Bishop
of Lincoln, to whose diocese Leicester belonged; but it was only for a short
time that they were continued to him.

Mr. Higginson, previous to his becoming a non-conformist, seems to have
been more careful in maintaining the discipline of the Church than was com» Mather's Magnalia, Book XL—Brook's Lives of the Puritans, Vol. II.—Collections of the Historical Society of Massachusetts, Vols. I , V I , IX.—Eliot's and Allen's Biographical Dictionaries.—
Felt's Annals of Salem.—Felt's Memoir of Hia-glnson.
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mon, though not more so than was required by the rubricks. He publicly
avowed the principle that ignorant and scandalous persons are not to be admitted to the Lord's Supper ; and as far as he could, he reduced the principle
to practice. After preaching on the text,—" Give not that which is holy
unto the dogs,"—a profane and intemperate man approached the chancel to
receive the communion; whereupon he declared that he would not administer to
him the sacramental elements, until he had professed his repentance, to the
satisfaction of the congregation. The man was full of resentment, while yet
he was keenly awake to the justice of the rebuke ; and, according to Cotton
Mather, he died shortly after, in an agony of rcnrorse.
Mr. Higginson's high reputation procured for him the offer of several
excellent livings, in different parts of the kingdom; but his conscientious
convictions in favour of non-conformity forbade his accepting them. He
conducted the education of a considerable number of young men preparatory
to their going to the University, some of whom were afterwards much distinguished. In the exercise of that spirit of benevolence and sympathy
which constituted a prominent feature of his character, he rendered important
aid to the Protestant exiles, who came from Bohemia and the Palatinate, when
the French had burned their cities, and well nigh deluged their land with blood.
In the year 1628, a considerable nitraber of wealthy and worthy merchants,
having obtained a charter from Charles I., whereby they were incorporated
by the name of " The Governor and company of Massachusetts Bay in
New England," determined to send over a company to commence a plantation there, the beginning of the next year. Having been informed of the
straits, to which Mr. Higginson was now reduced by reason of his non-conformity, they despatched messengers to him to invite him to join this company, promising to defray the expenses of his voyage. These two persons
came one day to Mr. Higginson's door, and with loud knocks, cried out,—
"Where is Mr. Higginson? We must speak with Mr. Higginson." His
wife, not doubting that the officials of the government had come to arrest
him, ran to his chamber, and entreated him to conceal himself; but his reply
was,—" No, I will go down and speak with them ; and the will of the Lord
be done." When the messengers were come into the hall, they held out
their papers to him, and said with a rough and uncourteous air,—" Sir, we
have come from London, and our business is to convey you to London, as
you may see by these papers." " I thought so," exclaimed Mr. Higginson,
bursting into tears. He then opened the packet to read the form of his
arrest; bttt, to his surprise, instead of an order from Bishop Laud, he found
a copy of the charter of Massachusetts, and letters from the Governor and
company, inviting him to embark with them for New-England. This discovery prepared the way for an agreeable interview; the messengers having
now cast off their disguise, and Mr. Higginson and his wife being relieved
from their painful apprehensions.
Mr. Higginson, having sought the Divine direction, and conferred with several
of his brethren in the ministry, with a view to ascertain the course of
duty, quickly resolved to accept the invitation. And when his purpose came
to be known, a number of his friends, and others who sympathized in his
religious convictions, determined to accompany him. In his farewell sermon,
preached to a vast assembly, he dwelt with the utmost plainness upon what
he regarded the provoking sins of England in general, and of Leicester in
particular, and predicted that <Jod would soon chastise England with a war
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in which Leicester should have a fearful share. It was not long before this
prediction was verified : Leicester, being a strongly fortified place into which
had been carried much of the wealth of the surrounding country, was
beseiged and taken by storm, and the town horribly plundered, and eleven
hundred people slain in the streets. At the close of his sermon, he gave
thanks to the magistrates, and the other Christians of the place, for all the
encouragement they had given to his ministry ; and having stated to them his
views in embarking in the enterprise, he concluded with an earnest prayer
for the King, the Church, the State, and especially for Leicester, the seat of
his former labours.
Immediately after this discourse was delivered, he set out with his family
for London ; and so deep was the sensation in view of his departure, that the
streets, as he passed along, were filled with all sorts of people, bidding him
farewell, and expressing their earnest wishes for his welfare. On his arrival
at London, he found three ships ready to sail for New England, and two
more that were shortly to follow them : the passengers were generally
worthy and religious people, and among them were two other non-conformist
ministers. They sailed from the Isle of Wight, about the first of May, 1629 ;
and when they came to the Land's End, Mr. Higginson called his family and
other passengers to the stern of the ship, to take a farewell view of England.
He said, " We will not say, as the Separatists were wont to say at their leaving of England, Farewell Babylon—Farewell Rome ; but we will say,
Farewell, dear England—Farewell the Church of God in England, and all
the Christian friends there ! We do not go to New England as Separatists
from the Church of England, though we cannot but separate from the corruptions in i t ; but wc go to practise the positive part of Church reformation,
and propagate the Gospel in America." And then he offered up a fervent
prayer for a blessing on all whom they were leaving behind, and for a successful issue to the enterprise in which they were engaged.
The company arrived in Salem harbour on the 29th of June, after a
passage of nearly two months ; during which they had been afflicted by the
small pox, of which jMr. Higginson's daughter, a little girl four years old,
died. There were only six dwellings in Salem then, beside Governor Endicott's. Mr. Higginson and Mr. Skelton,*—one of the ministers who had
accompanied 5Ir. H. from England,—almost immediately after they landed,
began to project a plan for forming a religious society on the principles for
which they had contended in their native country. Mr. Higginson drew up
a Confession of Faith, of which thirty copies were made for the thirty persons, who were to constitute the nucleus of the Church. This being done,
they kept the 6th of August as a day of fasting ; and, after the prayers and
sermons of the two ministers, they severally and solemnly gave their consent to
the Covenant and Confession,- which were read to them ; and then proceeded
to choose Mr. Higginson their teacher, and Mr. Skelton their pastor. Each,
with the assistance of some of the gravest members of the Church, laid his hands
on the other, with prayer, thus performing the work of mutual consecration.
Governor Bradford and others from the Church in Plymouth, gave them the
. *,^^^^^^^,^ViJ°^,
^-^^ educated at Clare Hall, Cambridge, where he took the degree of B. A.
m 1611, and of M. A. in 1615. Previous to his leaving England, he was a highly esteemed
preacher m Lmcolnshire. He died at Salem on the 2d of August, 1634, after a somewhat protracted decline. Little has come down to us concerning him, owing, it is said, to the fact that
' ' h e differed about clerical associations and other subjects, from most of the principal persons in
Massachusetts."
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Right Hand of Fellowship. As they had both been ordained by Bishops
in England, and as Mr. Higginson professed not to have renounced the
Established Church, the ceremony which was here performed can be considered only as introducing them to the charge of a particular flock.
A young man of profligate character, who resided at some distance, happened to be at Salem on the occasion of the organization, and he was so
deeply impressed with the solemnity, that he immediately rose and expressed
his desire to be admitted as a member ; and when some of them demurred at
this, he requested that he might at least be allowed " to make his profession
before them." This being consented to, he stated his views and feelings
with so much propriety and simplicity, as to leave a most favourable impression upon them all; but, inasmuch as he was a stranger, they could not
receive him to their communion, until, by an acquaintance with him, they
had gained some further evidence of his sincerity. He proved a devoted
Christian and an eminently useful person, and was Commander-in-chief of
all the forces in the Colony. The individual referred to was Major General
Edward Gibbons.
The church at Salem being organized and settled, enjoyed the smiles
of Heaven, particularly in the addition of many whose conversation was
every way worthy of their Christian profession. But there was a mingling
of afflictions with mercies. For, during the flrst winter, about one hundred
persons in Salem died, and among them was Mr. Houghton, a ruling
elder of the church. Mr. Higginson himself fell into a hectic fever,
which disabled him, in a great measure, for his duties as a minister; and
his last sermon was preached on occasion of the arrival of a large number
of emigrants from England, and among them some persons of great
respectability, early in the ensuing summer. His text was. Math. x i . 7
" What went ye out into the wilderness to see ? "—and the object of the
discourse was to remind his hearers of the design of their enterprise,—
namely, the promotion of pure religion ; the difficulties and trials which
would be incident to their new situation; and the importance of their
evincing the purity of their intentions in having sought a home in this
distant country. From this time he was conflned to his bed, and was
visited by the most important personages of the new Colony, who comforted
him by dwelling upon his fidelity to his Lord in his former sacrifices and
sufferings, and the honour which his Lord had conferred upon him, in
allowing him to begin a '?work of church reformation" in America. H e
replied with the utmost h u m i l i t y , — " I have been but an unprofitable
servant—all my desire is to win Christ and be found in Him, not having
my own righteousness." And he several times declared that, though the
Lord called him away, he was persuaded that He would raise up others to
carry on the work that was begun, and that there would be yet many
churches of the Lord Jesus Christ in this wilderness. He also added
that, though he should leave his desolate wife and eight children,—the
eldest of whom was but about fourteen years old, in a low condition, yet
he left them with his God, and he doubted not that the faithful God would
graciously provide for them. He died on the 6th of August, 1630,* in the
forty third year of his age. His widow died at New Haven early in the
year 1640.
• This is the date &s given in Mather's Magnalia. Bentley, in his History of Salem, says it wag
the 15th of March.
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Mr. .Higginson wrote an account of his voyage, which is preserved in
Hutchinson's Collection of papers. He wrote also a short account of that
part of'Massachusetts which was now settling, and of the Indians: I t is
styled,—'' New England's plantation, or a short and true description of
the commodities and discommodities of that country. Written in the year
1629; by Mr. Higginson, a Reverend divine, now resident there. London,
1630. (Third edition.) " I t has been reprinted in the Collections of the
Massachusetts Historical Society.
I have not been able to find any direct and formal tribute to Mr. Higginson's memory from any of his contemporaries. The uniform tradition,
however, is that he was an eminently devout and godly man; possessed a
commanding intellect; was an excellent scholar ; mighty in the Scriptures;
a highly attractive as well as effective preacher; obliging in his disposition,
and urbane in his manners. In his person he was slender and erect, but
not tall. His funeral was attended with deep solemnity, and his death
lamented as a great public affliction.
Notwithstanding Mr. Higginson's family were left in a somewhat destitute condition, they were comfortably provided for by the liberality of
friends. Two of his sons were favoured with a liberal education. One of
them, Francis, was for a time a school-master at Cambridge; and having
availed himself of all the advantages for mental cultivation that New
England afforded, he was sent by the charity of some Dutch merchants to
the University of Leyden, that he might there complete his education.
From Holland he went to England, and after declining a settlement in
several more important places, he settled at a small place called Kerby
Steven, in Westmoreland, hoping that his ministrations might reach
especially the poor and ignorant class of people that abounded there.
Here he was brought in contact with Quakerism in its very incipient state ;
and he published the first work that was ever written against it, entitled
" The irreligion of Northern Quakers." He was also the author of a Latin
Treatise on " T h e five greatest lights." He died in 1660, in the fifty-fifth
year of his age. The other son, Joh7i, will form the subject of a separate
article.

JOHN WARHAM.*
1630—1670.
J O H N W A R H A M wa,s an eminent minister in Exeter, England.
In January, 1630, a Congregational church was gathered in Plymouth, England,
and the Rev. Messrs. John Warham and John Maverick were constituted
its pastors. This Church was formed with a view to migrate to America.
They arrived at Nantasket on the 30th of May following, and in June
began a settlenient at Dorchester. Hearing, shortly after this, of a
valuable tract of land on Connecticut river, the body of the people of Dorchester, together with those of Newtown (Cambridge) and Watertown, determined to migrate thither. In the Summer of 1636, they performed the
dangerous journey. About one hundred men, women and children travelled

* Brook's Lives, III.--Mather's Mag. III.—Winthrop's History of New England, I . : (Savage's
edition, 1865.)—\oung's Chronicles.
o
; >\
o

JOHN WARHAM.

H

through a wilderness which civilized man had never before explored. . They
prayed and sang as they marched along, and the Indians gazed after them in
silent admiration. They were fourteen days in performing the journey.* This
enterprise is said to have been disagreeable to their ministers ; but as their
whole church and congregation removed, they felt constrained to accompany
or follow them. Only Mr. W a r h a m , however, actually r e m o v e d , — M r . Maverick being prevented by his death, which took place in Boston, on the 3d of
February, while the preparations for the journey were not yet completed.
He died in the sixtieth year of his age. H e had been a minister of the
Established Church, near E x e t e r , previous to his coming to this country.
Dr. TrttmbuU says that " he was characterized as a man of great meekness,
and as laliorious and faithful in promoting the welfare both of the Church
and Commonwealth." Mr. W a r h a m did not actually accompany his church,
but joined them in September following ; his family still remaining behind,
until better accommodations could be provided for t h e m .
I n 1639, the R e v . E P H R A I M H U I T came from E n g l a n d , and was settled
as colleague with Mr. W a r h a m . H e had been a minister in Wroxhall, in
Warwickshire, and in 1638 fell under the displeasure of Archbishop L a u d ,
for his non-conformity. H e died September 4, 1644. Allen says that " he
was a man of superior talents and eminent usefulness." H e published " The
Prophecy of Daniel E x p l a i n e d , " 4to, 1 6 4 3 .
Mr. W a r h a m was p e r m i t t e d to witness t h e rapid increase of t h e l i t t l e
colony with which he crossed t h e A t l a n t i c , d u r i n g a period of thirty-five
years. H e remained in the faithful discharge of his d u t i e s at W i n d s o r ,
until his death, which took place, A p r i l 1, 1 6 7 0 . H e lost his wife in
1634.
H i s d a u g h t e r was m a r r i e d to t h e R e v . E l e a z a r M a t h e r of N o r t h ampton ; and, after his d e a t h , to his successor, t h e R e v . Solomon
Stoddard.
Fuller, the P l y m o u t h physician, in a l e t t e r to Governor Bradford, d a t e d
J u n e 28, 1630, s a y s —
" I have been at Mattapan, at the request of Mr. "Warham. I had conference with
them till I was weary. Mr. Warham holds that the visible church may consist of a
mixed people, godly and openly ungodly, upon which point we had all our conference,
to which, I trust, the Lord will give a blessing."
T h e following is C o t t o n M a t h e r ' s t e s t i m o n y : —
" I suppose the first preacher that ever preached with notes in our New England, was
the Rev. Warham; who, though he were sometimes faulted for it by some judicious men
who had never heard him, yet when once they came to hear him, they could not hut
admire the notable energy of his ministry. He was a more vigorous preacher than the
most of them who have been applauded for never looking in a book in their lives. His
latter days were spent in the pastoral care and charge of the church at Windsor, where
the whole Colony of Connecticut considered him as a principal pillar and father of the
Colony.
" But I have one thing to relate concerning him which I would not mention, if I did
not, by the mention thereof, propound and expect the advantage of some that may be
my readers. Know then that, though our Warham were as pious a man as most that
were out of Heaven, yet Satan often threw him into those deadly pangs of melancholy,
that made him despair of ever getting thither. Such were the terrible temptations and
horrible buffettings undergone sometimes by the soul of this holy man, that when he has
administered the Lord's Supper to his flock, whom he durst not starve by omitting to
administer that ordinaiiro, yet he has forborne himself to partake at the same time in the
ordinance, through the fearful dejections of his mind, which persuaded him that those
blessed seals did not belong unto him. The dreadful darkness which overwhelmed this
child of light in his life, did not wholly leave him till his death. 'Tis reported that he
did even set in a cloud, when be retired unto the glorified society of those righteous ones
that are til shine forth as the sun in the Kingdom of their Father; though some have
asserted that the cloud was dispelled before ho expired."
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JOHN WILSON.*
1630—1667
J O H N W I L S O N was born at Windsor, England, in the year 1558.
His
father was Dr. William Wilson, an eminent clergyman, a prebendary of
St. Pauls, of Rochester and of Windsor, and rector of the parish of Cliff.
His mother was a niece of Dr. Edmund Grindal, Archbishop of Canterbury. He received his education at the University of Cambridge. He had
no sympathy with the Puritans when he commenced preaching, though his
mind soon underwent a decisive change. After having exercised his ministry
for a short time at several places, and at Sudbury for some ten or twelve years,
and having been at different periods both suspended and silenced for nonconformity, he embarked with many of his neighbours, in a company of
fifteen hundred, who came to New England with John Winthrop, in 1630.
They left the Isle of Wight on the 8th of April, and on the 12th of June
the principal vessel of their fleet of thirteen arrived at Salem. Mr. Wilson
was, at this time, forty-two years of age.
On his arrival here, he identified himself with the Colony in all its movements and interests, and exerted himself to the ittmost to revive the drooping spirits of many of his brethren under the heavy and varied afflictions to
which they had been subjected. Having settled at Charlestown with a
considerable part of his colony they observed a day of fasting on the 30th
of July, in consideration of a vgry unusual mortality which then prevailed;
and at the close of the services. Governor Winthrop, Deputy Governor
Dudley, Mr. Isaac Johnson, and Mr. Wilson, entered into a solemn covenant
with God and eacli other, thus forming tliemselves into a church. This
was afterwards known as the First Church in Boston, to which place most
of the members soon after removed. About the close of August, Mr.
Wilson was chosen teaching elder, and shortly after vias set apart to his
office by the imposition of hands.
On the 1st of April, 1631, Mr. Wilson sailed for England, having previously designated Governor Winthrop, Deputy Governor Dudley, and
Mr. Nowell, the Ruling Elders, as suitable persons to exhort and instruct
the people during his absence. The necessity for this, however, was, to a
great extent, prevented by the arrival, about this time, of John Eliot,
" The Apostle," who officiated in Mr. Wilson's place during his absence.
His principal object in visiting England at this time is supposed to have
been to induce his wife, who had not yet come hither, to return with him.
But though he was successful in inducing many others to come, she seems,
for the time, to have been proof against his importunities. He returned
to New England, the next year, reaching Boston on the 26th of May. On
the Bd of July following, he took the freeman's oath, thus evincing his
fixed purpose to remain in the country.
* Brook's L i v e s I I I . - W i n t h r o p ' s N . E . I . - M a t h e r ' s Mag. I I I . - E m e r s o n ' s History of the
First Church, Boston.—Youngs Cbron.—Felt's Ecclesiastical History of New England, I .
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On the 22d of November, 1632, Mr. Wilson, who had before been
ordained* teacher, was chosen pastor of the church, and was set apart to
that office by the laying on of the hands of the ruling elder and deacons.
On the 4th of September, 1633, the Rev. John Cotton was ordained as
colleague of Mr. Wilson, in the capacity of teacher.
Mr. Wilson returned to England, for the last time, late in the autumn of
1684. He was accompanied by John Winthrop the younger, in whom the
eminent virtues of his father were happily reproduced. They had a
perilous voyage, and reached their destination not without great difficulty.
One main object that Mr. Wilson had in view was to secure a legacy of a
thousand pounds, which had been bequeathed to the Colony by his brother,
the Rev. Dr. Wilson. But he accomplished another, still more important
to his own comfort—he succeeded in inducing his wife to accompany him
on his return. They sailed from England about the 10th of August,
1635, and arrived at Boston on the 3d of October following. There were
two ships, with nearly two hundred passengers, many of whom were
persons of great worth and respectability ; and among them the celebrated
Thomas Shepard, and the no less famous Hugh Peters. They had a very
rough passage, and were, at one time, in consequence of a leak in the ship
which they could not immediately discover, in imminent danger of going
to the bottom.
Soon after Mr. Wilson's return, the Antinomian controversyt broke out,
and for two or three years kept his church constantly convulsed. Mr.
Cotton and the larger portion of the members of the church favoured the
attempted innovation, being imposed upon by the apparent sanctity of those
who took the lead in i t ; but Mr. Wilson, Governor Winthrop, and a few
others, set their faces against it as a flint. The Church, during this scene
of distraction, retained its two ministers ; and the ministers seem to have
conducted towards each other with Christian moderation and prudence.
Mr. Cotton was at length convinced that he had fallen into a mistake ; the
controversy gradually died away ; and the Church was restored to its accustomed harmony.
While the Antinomian controversy was pending, an expedition was sent
out against the Pequods, and Mr. Wilson was appointed by lot to act as
• The word ordination is, for the most part, restricted by popular use. to the Conferring, in full,
of the ministerial office; while installation denotes the act by which one is constituted the pastor
of a particular church. But as ordination, with the New England Fathers, included both these
ideas, and as the word is still used to some extent in the Congregational Church, with the same latitude, I shall adhere, in treating of this denomination, to the primitive usage.
t This controversy, which will be necessarily referred to in several subsequent sketches, originated with Mrs. Anne Hutchinson, who came from Lincolnshire, England, to Boston, in 1636, and
was the wife of William Hutchinson, a representative of Boston. She was professedly a great
admirer of Mr. Cotton. She set up meetings for women, at which, after repeating Mr. Cotton's
sermons, she used to add reflections of her own, endeavouring to make it appear that his sermons
were in accordance with her own Antinomian Theology. Among other erratic opinions, she maintained that believers are personally united with the Holy Ghost; and that the evidence of justification is to be looked for, not in purity of heart and life, but in a, direct Divine revelation. She
quickly produced an agitation that spread over the whole Colony. Those who opposed her, were
said to be in favour of a covenant of works; and those who supported her, to be vindicating a cove nant gf grace. At length, in 1637, a Synod was called to act in view of the alarming state of
things; and, after much deliberation and discussion, they condemned as erroneous no less than
eighty-two opinions then propagated in the country. In November of the same year, Mrs. Hutchinson herself was called before the Court; and being convicted of traducing the ministers, and
of inculcating heresy, she was banished the Colony. The Church in Boston excommunicated
her> after having long laboured in vain to induce her to renounce her errors. She went with her
husband to Rhode Island, and, after his death in 1642, she removed into the Dutch country beyond
New Haven, where, the next year, herself and most of her family were murdered by the Indians.

14

TRINITARIAN CONGREGATIONAL

chaplain. Here he encountered many perils, but his faith and courage
never faltered. The result of the war, so fatal to the Indians, was predicted with the utmost confidence by Mr. Wilson, before he engaged in the
expedition.
Mr. Cotton having died in 1652, the Rev. John Norton succeeded him
as colleague of Mr. Wilson, in 1656; but Mr. Norton's death in 1663, left
Mr. Wilson again, at the age of seventy-six, with the whole charge of the
congregation. He, however, still continued to discharge his duties with
acceptance ; for though his intellectual powers were evidently on the decline,
his devout affections were as lively and elevated as ever, and the spirit of
the Apostle John seemed to breathe in all his utterances, whether in public or private. At length, his infirmities assumed the form of a serious
disease, and it was realized by all that the time of his departure was at
hand. Such was the confidence that was felt in the power of his faith, that
many persons of note came—some from a distance, and bringing their
children—to receive his dying benediction. His last exercises were worthy
to crown such a life as he had lived. To an inquiry of his daughter,
respecting his health the evening before he died, lifting his hand he replied
— " Vanishing things, vanishing things ;" and then prayed most affectionately v/ith and for his friends. After this he remained quiet till he ceased
to breathe. He died August 7, 1667, in the seventy-ninth year of his age.
His funeral sermon was preached by Richard Mather, on the text—" Your
fathers, where are they ? And the projihets, do they live forever ?"
Mrs. Wilson died about the year 1659. They are known to have had at
least four children, one only having been born in this coitutry. The eldest
son, Edmund, named for his great uncle, the Archbishop of Canterbury,
went to Europe, and completed liis education, by studying first in Holland,
and then in Italy, where he took bis degree as Doctor in Medicine. He
was a most worthy and aeeomplished man, and died in England about 1658.
Ills son John was born July, 1621 ; graduated in the first class at Harvard
College, 1642; was ordained as Colleague with Richard Mather, at Dorchester; and, after two years, was settled in Jledfield, where he was pastor
forty years, and died on the 23d of August, 1691, aged seventy. His
eldest daughter was married to the Rev. Ezekiel Rogers of Rowley, and
died soon after her mother. His youngest daughter, Mary, v/as married
in 1651, to the Rev. Samuel Danforth of Roxbury, and became the mother
of twelve children.
The only publication of Mr. Wilson, with the exception of a small poem,
is a duodecimo volume, published in England, entitled " Helps to Faith."
The last " Thursday Lecture " he preached was taken down by some stenographer, and published a number of years after Mr. W 's death.
The following is Cotton Mather's estimate of Mr. Wilson's character:—
» « .« « <i jjj jjjg younger time, he had been used unto a more methodical way of
preaching, and was therefore admired above many, by no less auditors than Dr. Goodwin, Mr. Burroughs and Mr. Bridge, when they travelled from Cambridge into Essex on
purpose to observe the ministers in that county; but after he became°a pastor joined
with such illuminating teachers, he gave himself a liberty to preach more after the
primitive manner, without any distinct propositions, but chiefly in exhortations and
admonitions and good wholesome counsels, tending to excite good motions in the minds
of his hearers; (but upon the same texts that were doctrinally handled by his colleague
instantly before;) and yet sometimes his pastoral discourses had such a spirit in them
that Mr. Shepard would say, ' Methinks I hear an Apostle when I hear this man ' * *
« * * * Indeed if the picture of this good and therein great man were to be
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exactly given, great zeal with great love would be the two principal strokes that, joined
with orthodoxy, should make up his portraiture. He had the zeal of a Phineas—I had
almost said of a seraphim, in testifying against everything that he thought ofiensive unto
Grod. The opinionists which attempted at anytime to debase the Scripture, or confound
the order embraced in our churches, underwent the most pungent animadversions of
this his devout zeal; whence, when a certain assembly of people which be approved not,
had set up in Boston, he charged all his family that they should never dare so much as
once to enter into that assembly. * * * • But though he was thus like John, a
son of thunder against seducers, yet he was, like that blessed and beloved Apostle, also
all made up of love. He was full of affection, and ready to help and relieve and comfort the distressed; his house was renowned for hospitality, and his purse was continually
emptying itself into the hands of the needy.
*
»
«
*
»
" Being a man of prayer, he was very much a man of God; and a certain prophetical
afflatus, which often directs the speeches of such men, did sometimes remarkably appear
in the speeches of this holy man." [Cotton Mather cites various instances of this, of
which the two following are a specimen:—] '' When one Mr. Adams who waited on him
from Hartford to Weathersfield was followed with the news of his daughter's being
fallen suddenly and doubtfully sick, Mr. Wilson looking up to Heaven began mightily
to wrestle with God for the life of the young woman: ' Lord,' said he, ' wilt thou now
take away thy servant's child, when thou seest he is attending on thy poor unworthy
servant in most Christian kindness 1 Oh, do it not!' And then turning himself about
unto Mr. Adams,—' Brother,' said he, ' I trust your daughter shall live; I believe in
God she shall recover of this sickness.' And so it marvellously came to pass. * * *
A Pequot Indian in a canoe was espied by the Enghsh. within gunshot, carrying away
an English maid with a design to destroy or abuse her. The soldiers fearing to kill the
maid, if they shot at the Indian, asked Mr. Wilson's counsel, who forbad them to fear,
and assured them, God wiU direct the bullet. They shot accordingly, and killed the
Indian, though then moving swiftly upon the water, and saved the maid free from all
harm whatever.
" There is a certain little sport of wit in anagrammatizing the names of men, which
was used as long ago at least as the days of old Lycophron. * * * But of all the
anagrammatizers that have been trying their fancies for the two thousand years which
have run out since the days of Lycophron, yea or for more than five thousand, since the
days of our flrst father, I believe there never was a man that made so many or so
nimbly, as our Mr. Wilson; who, together with his quick turns upon the names of his
friends, would ordinarily fetch/ and rather than lose, would even force, devout instructions out of his anagrams."

GEORGE PHILLIPS.*
1630—1644.
G E O R G E P H I L L I P S was born at R o u d h a m , in t h e county of Norfolk,
E n g l a n d . H a v i n g given early indications of a vigorous mind, a s t r o n g
love of learning, and a deep sense of religion, he was sent to t h e
U n i v e r s i t y , ! where h e distinguished himself much as a scholar. Theology was his favourite s t u d y ; and, while h e was yet a y o u n g man, he had
made himself familiar w i t h t h e more celebrated of the early F a t h e r s of the
Christian Church.
N o t long after he entered the m i n i s t r y , h e b e g a n to entertain scruples
in regard to certain r e q u i r e m e n t s of t h e E s t a b l i s h e d C h u r c h , — t h e result of
which was t h a t he d e t e r m i n e d to cast in his lot with a company of P u r i t a n s , — a m o n g whom was J o h n W i n t h r o p , — a b o u t t o migrate to N e w E n g land. Accordingly, h e arrived at Salem in 1 6 3 0 . Governor W i n t h r o p , in
a letter written at t h a t t i m e , speaking of Mr. P h i l l i p s ' religious m i n i s t r a tions on board the vessel, s a y s — " H e gave very good content to all t h e
•Mather's Mag., III.—Francis' History of Watertown.—Kendall's Century Sermon.—Farmer's
Qenealogical Register.—Young's Chron.—Prime's History of Long Island,
t Prince supposes it to have been the University of Cambridge

Ig

TRINITARIAN CONGREGATIONAL.

company, as he did in all his exercises, so as they had much cause to bless
God for him." Shortly after his arrival, he suffered a severe affliction in
the death of his wife, who, though an only child, had cheerfully left her
parents and country, to share with her husband the perils and sacrifices
then incident to New England life. She died at Salem, and was buried by
the side of the Lady Arabella Johnson, " w h o , " as Cotton Mather says,
" also took New England in her way to Heaven."
Mr. Phillips, with a considerable number of others, among whom were
several persons of great respectability, soon selected a place on Charles
river for a settlement, which they called Watertown. Here their first
business was to establish a church ; and accordingly, on a day set apart for
fasting and prayer, the very next month after they landed in New England,
they entered into a solemn covenant as the basis of their ecclesiastical
organization. This instrument was signed by about forty men ; and the
first name on the list was that of Sir Richard Saltonstall. The salary
settled upon the minister was £30 a year. Mr. Phillips, in the interval
between his arrival in the country and the formation of the church, had
been engaged, in connection with Mr. Wilson, in preaching in Charlestown
and Boston ; " t h e i r meeting place," says Roger Clap,* "being abroad
under a tree, where I have heard Mr. Wilson and Mr. Phillips preach
many a good sermon."
Mr. Phillips continued the sole minister of Watertown till the year 1639,
when the Rev. John Knowles, who had then lately arrived in New England,
became his associate.
In 1642, Mr. Knowles migrated to Virginia, and Mr. Phillips was left
again sole pastor of the church. He continued his labours till near the
time of his death, which occurred July 1, 1644, when he had been the
minister of W'atertown fourteen years. His ministry was marked by great
diligence and fervour, and was attended with a rich blessing. His church
testified their appreciation of his services, and their grateful respect for his
memory, by providing for the education of his eldest son, Samuel, who was
afterwards the minister of Rowley.
Mr. Phillips possessed no small degree of intellectual acumen, and was
an able controversial writer; and yet he was modest and unpretending, and
no wise disposed to be unreasonably disputatious. One of his hearers, after
having had a conference with him on infant baptism, and some points of
Church government, obtained from him a written copy of his arguments ;
and having sent it to England, it was published there, accompanied with an
answer. Mr. Phillips thought proper to notice the book, and he published
a " Reply to the confutation of some grounds of infant baptism ; as also
concerning the form of a church, put forth against me by one Thomas
Lamb." It was recommended by the London ministers, and Mr. Shepard
of Cambridge wrote a preface to it. He is said to have engaged in a contTOversy by letter with Mr. Shepard on some points of Church discipline ;
* ROGER CLAP, one of the first settlers of Dorchester, was born in England, April i, 1609,
and came to this country with Warham and Maverick, in 1630. He was representative of the
town, and in August, 1665, was appointed by the General Court the Captain of Castle William.
He resigned this office in 1686, having during the time that he held it, ofBciated also as chaplain to the soldiers. He died at Boston, Teh. 2, 1691, aged eighty-one. He was distinguished
for his humility, piety and dignity. His memoirs, written by himself, were published by Ur.
Prince, in 1/31.
^
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but, though the controversy was conducted with great urbanity, as well as
great ability, it was never published.
Mr. Phillips seems to have been in advance of nearly all his contemporaries, in regard to the principles of strict Congregationalism ; insomuch that
his views were, for a time, regarded as novel and extreme. So decidedly
opposed was he to the ecclesiastical forms of the Church of England, that
he declared that "if they would have him stand minister by that calling
which he received from the prelates in England, he would leave them."
And yet, notwithstanding this apparently uncompromising spirit, the name
of Phillips is one of the names subscribed to the famous letter written on
board the Arabella, in which there is so much of respectful kindness
manifested towards the Church of England. I t is stated, as a peculiarity
in his ecclesiastical conduct, that he administered the ordinances to
the churches in Boston, while Mr. Wilson, the pastor, was gone
to England;—for the right of a minister to dispense the ordinances to
any other church than his own, was, at that time, so generally questioned,
that Mr. Phillips is said to have stood alone in claiming and exercising this
prerogative. He was a man of great independence of mind, and adhered
with unyielding tenacity to his conscientious convictions. He was eminently
skilled in the original languages of the Scriptures. I t was his custom to
read through the Bible regularly six times a year ; and so familiar was he
with every part of it, that he never needed a Concordance.
Governor Winthrop, in his journal, thus notices the death of Mr. Phillips
among the events of the year 1644 :—
" July 2d. George Phillips was buried: he was the first pastor of the church at
Watertown, a godly man, specially gifted, and very peaceful in his place, much lamented of his own people and others."
Mr. Phillips, after the death of his first wife, which occurred at Salem, was
married a second time ; and by this marriage he had five children.
Samuel,
a son by the first marriage, was born in Boxford, England, in 1625 ; was
graduated at Harvard College in 1650; was soon after settled in the ministry at Rowley, as colleague of the Rev. Ezekiel Rogers ; and died greatly
lamented, April 22, 1696, aged seventy-one. He married Sarah, daughter
of Samuel Appleton of Ipswich,—who died July 15, 1713, aged eighty-six.
One of his sons, George, was graduated at Harvard College in 1686 ;
preached at .lamaica, L. I., some three or four years ; and then went to
Brook Haven, where he preached for some time without being installed.
His installation took place in 1702, and he died June 17, 1739, aged
seventy-five. He was esteemed a good man, but is said to have indulged
too much in wit and drollery, to maintain well the dignity of his profession.
VOL.
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JOHN ELIOT.*
1631—1690.
J O H N E L I O T (commonly called the Apostle to the Indians) was born in
Nasing, Essex, England, in the year 1604. To the excellent character of
his parents he bore testimony, in after life, in these words—" I do see that
it was a great favour of God unto me to season my first years with the fear
of God, the word and prayer."
He was educated in his native country, at the University of Cambridge,
and was distinguished by his fondness for the languages, and especially by
his uncommon attainments in Latin and Greek. The Rev. Thomas Hooker,
who afterwards came to this country, having been silenced for non-conformity,
had established a school in the town of Little Braddow, near Chelmsford,
Essex, in which Mr. Eliot, after leaving the University, was employed as an
usher. Through Mr. Hooker's influence, Mr. Eliot was led to devote himself to the Christian ministry. But, as he had imbibed the principles of
non-conformity, he could not enter upon any stated charge on the terms
required of the clergy. He, therefore, resolved to migrate to America,
where he might preach the Gospel without restraint.
Accordingly, he arrived at Boston in November, 1631, in the ship Lyon,
with Governor Winthrop's lady and children, and sixty others. The Rev.
John Wilson, pastor of the church at Boston, being then absent on a visit
to England, to settle his affairs, that church was without any rcgttlar supply ;
and Mr. Eliot having become a member of it, took Mr. Wilson's place as
preacher for several months; and when Mr. W returned, was invited to
become his colleague. But he had pledged himself to several individuals,
before leaving England, that, if they should remove to America, he would be
their minister. They came the year after his arrival, and settled at Roxbury ; and having formed a church there, secured Mr. Eliot's services. He
was then twenty-eight years old, and lie continued pastor of the same church
nearly sixty years.
In 1632, Mr. Eliot was married to Hanna Mumford, a pious young lady,
to whom he was betrothed in England, and who came to America by
appointment, with his other friends, the year after his arrival.
Mr. Eliot was settled as teacher of the church in Roxbury, November 5,
1032. The next year the Rev. Thomas Welde was set apart as his colleague,
with the title of pastor; and the two lived together in the utmost harmony.
In 1637, they unitedly opposed the fanatical notions of Mrs. Hutchinson,
and were both witnesses against her at her trial. In 1639, they were
appointed, with Richard Mather of Dorchester, to make a new version of
the Psalms, which was printed in the following year. That it did not give
perfect satisfaction, may be inferred from the fact that Mr. Shepard of Cambridge, thus addressed the translators :—

'' Ye Roxbury poets, keep clear of the crime
" Of missing to give us very good rhyme;
•' And you of Dorchester, your verses lengthen,
•' But with the text's own words you will them strengthen."
* Mather's Mag., III.—Mass. Hist. Coll., I., III.—Holmes' American Annals, I.—Brook'i
Lives, III.—Francis' Life of Eliot.—Adams' do.
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Mr. Welde went to England in 1641, and never afterwards returned to this
country. Mr. Eliot's other colleagues in the ministry were the Rev. Samuel
Danforth and the Rev. Nehemiah Walter.
In the year 1650, Mr. Eliot wrote a book called " The Christian Commonwealth;" which shortly after was printed in England. In 1660, the
Governor and Council of Massachusetts condemned this book as being ' ' full
of seditious principles and notions in relation to all established governments
in the Christian world, especially against the government established in their
native country." Mr. Eliot acknowledged himself in error, and presented
his recantation to the General Court. • He speaks in it of Cromwell and his
friends as " the late innovators" in the governm.ent of Great Britain, and
of" the monarchy as restored under Charles I I . , " as not only a lawful but
eminent form of government." The book was suppressed, and Mr. Eliot's
recantation was published through the Colony. This incident has been
thought to indicate a lack of firmness in Mr. Eliot; but perhaps it is more
reasonable to suppose that he had been led, by the ill success of Cromwell,
to imagine that he had misinterpreted the purposes of God, and felt himself
bound as a Christian to act accordingly. I t is believed to be the only
instance in which he was ever even suspected of timidity or indecision.
What chiefly gave Mr. Eliot his prominence among the ministers of his
day, was his wonderful zeal and success as a missionary among the Indians.
His attention and sympathies were, at a very early period, drawn towards
his heathen neighbours ; and he felt irresistibly constrained to make a
vigorous effort to enlighten and sate them. When he firfet entered this dark
and unpromising field of labour, there were nearly twenty tribes of Indians
within the limits of the English planters; though they strikingly resembled
each other in language, manners and religion. Having acquired, through a
native Indian who understood English, a competent knowledge of the language, he first preached to an Indian assembly at Nonantum, in the present
town of Newton, on the 28th of October, 1646. After a short prayer, he
explained the commandments, described the character and sufferings of the
Saviour, the judgment day and its consequences, and exhorted them to
receive Christ as their Saviour, and to pray to God. Having finished his
discourse, he inquired whether they understood what he had said, and they
signified that they understood all. He then desired them to ask any questions that might have occurred to them; and one immediately inquired
whether Jesus Christ could understand prayers in the Indian language ;
another, how all the world became full of people, if they were all once
drowned; and a third, how there could be the image of God, since it was
forbidden in the commandment. Shortly after, he preached to them again,
and some of them were affected to tears while he was addressing them. He
was violently opposed by the Sachems and Pawaws or priests, who were
apprehensive that the introduction of a new religion would be the means of
their losing their authority. When he was alone with them in the wilderness, they commanded himi to desist from his labours on peril of his life •
but he said calmly to them in reply—" I am about the work of the great
God, and my God is with me ; so that I neither fear yoii nor all the Sachems
in the country; I will go on—do you touch me, if you dare." His zeal
prompted him to encounter fearlessly the most appalling dangers, and to
submit patiently to the most incredible hardships. In one of his letters, he
writes t h u s — " I have not been dry, night or day, from the third day of the
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week unto the sixth; but so travelled, and at night pull off my boots, and
wring my stockings, and on with them again, and so continue. But God
steps in and helps. I have considered the word of God, I . Timothy i i . 3.
— ' Endure hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.' " He made a
missionary tour every fortnight, and, at different periods, visited all the
tribes of Indians in Massachusetts and Plymouth Colonies, pursuing his way
as far as Cape Cod.
These arduous and self-denying labours were not in vain. The natives
who felt the impression of Divine truth upon their hearts, were soon distinguished by the name of "praying Indians."
As early as 1648, he had
begun to witness considerable fruit from his missionary labours, insomuch
that he could s a y — " I could find at least twenty men and women with
whom I durst freely join in church fellowship." In 1651, the first
Protestant Indian Church ever established in America was organized by
Mr. Eliot at Natick, after the manner of the Congregational churches in
New England; and about the same time a house of worship was erected,
and a form of government established through his instrumentality, similar
to that which is mentioned in Exodus x v i i i , 21. Other Indian churches
were planted in various parts of Massachusetts ; and he frequently visited
them; though he regarded the church at Natick, which he first established,
as more particularly under his pastoral care. His efforts to promote both
the temporal and spiritual welfare of the Indians were never intermitted;
he enlisted several other ministers to co-operate with him, whose labours
were greatly blessed ; and he lived to see twenty-four of the natives engaged
in preaching the Gospel.
•
In September, 1661, he was enabled, by the aid of the Society for propagating the Gospel, to publish the New Testament in the Indian language ;
and three years after, the Old Testament was added; and the whole Bible,
with a Catechism and the Psalms of David in metre, was thus given to the
Aborigines in their own tongue, within forty years from the first settlement
of the country. This was the first Bible printed in America. It was
printed at Cambridge by Samuel Green and Marmaduke Johnson. A copy,
handsomely bound, was sent to Charles I I . ; and Richard Baxter says
of i t — " Such a work and fruit of a' plantation was never before presented
unto a King." Cotton Mather says of this Bible—"Behold, ye Americans,
the greatest honour that ever you were partakers of,—the Bible was printed here at our Cambridge, and it is the only Bible that ever was printed in
all America, from the very foundation of the world. The whole translation
he writ with bitt one pen ; which pen, had it not been lost, would have
certainly deserved a richer case than was bestowed upon that pen with
which Holland writ his translation of Plutarch." The publication of the
Bible was followed with that of Primers, Grammars, Psalters, Catechisms,
The Practice of Piety, Baxter's Call, and Shepard's Sincere Convert and
Sound Believer,—all in the Indian tongue, and translated by Mr. Eliot.
Mr. Eliot manifested his friendship for the Indians by the most vigorous
efforts for their protection, during Philip's war, in 1675. Some of those
who had received the Gospel, were sold into bondage at Tangier; and he
wrote to the celebrated Robert Boyle, requesting him to interpose, if possible, for their redemption. Though he was subjected to great reproach,
and even bitter hostility, for his friendly services in their behalf, yet nothing
could quench either his charity or his zeal. This cruel war proved adverse
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to the success of subsequent missionary efforts; but so long as the old
"Apostle " lived, he never ceased to regard his Indian converts with not
only a Christian, but even a paternal, solicitude.
The wife of Mr. Eliot died at the age of eighty-four, on the 24th of
March, 1687 During her residence in this country. Cotton Mather says—
" She had attained unto a considerable skill in physic and chirurgery, which
enabled her to dispense many safe, good, and useful medicines unto the poor
that had occasion for them; and some hundreds of sick, and weak, and
maimed people owed praises to God for the benefit which therein they freely
received of her." She managed all her husband's private affairs, that he
might devote his whole time and strength to the duties of his high calling.
When he stood over her coffin, bowed as he was under the weight of years,
he said to the people who had come to the funeral—" Here lies my dear,
pious, prudent, prayerful wife. I shall go to her, but she shall not return
to me."
As Mr. Eliot had become disabled by age for much ministerial labour,
and knew that the time of his departure was at hand, he felt a strong
solicitude in respect to a successor; and by the unanimous vote of the people,
the Rev. Nehemiah Walter was associated with him in the pastoral of&ce in
the autumn of 1688. The last time he preached is said to have been on the
occasion of a public fast, when he expounded the eighty-third Psalm, and
concluded his exposition with an apology, begging his hearers to pardon the
poorness, and meanness, and brokenness, of his meditations ; adding, " My
dear brother here will by and bye mend all."
He once expressed the fear that his old friends and neighbours, Messrs.
Cotton of Boston, and Mather of Dorchester, who had gone to Heaven
many years before, would suspect him to have gone the wrong way, because
he staid so long behind them.
Mr. Walter coming in to see him on his death-bed, Mr. Eliot said,
'' Brother, thou art welcome to my very soul. Pray retire to thy study for me,
and give me leave to be gone;" meaning that he should pray for his speedy
release. Being asked how he was, he said—'' Alas, I have lost every thing;
my understanding leaves me ; my memory fails me ; my utterance fails m e ;
but I thank God, my charity holds out still; I find that rather grows than
fails." Speaking of the work in which he had been engaged among the
Indians, he said,—" There is a cloud, a dark cloud, upon the work of the
Gospel among the poor Indians. The Lord revive and prosper that work,
and grant that it may live when I am dead. I t is a work which I have
I'een duing much and long about. But what was the word I spoke last? I
recal tliat word—jny doings!
Alas, they have been poor and small and
lean doings; and I'll be the man that shall throw the first stone at
them all." One of his last expressions w a s — " Welcome joy ! " With
his last breath, he said to those who stood around his dying b e d — " Pray,
pray, p r a y ! " He died on the 20th of May, 1690, in the eighty-sixth year
of Ills age.
Mr. FAiot was the father of six children, only one of whom was a dauo'hter. One son only, and tlie daughter survived him. Four of his sons were
graduated at Harvard (Jollege. John, the eldest, was graduated in 1656 ;
was setth'd as minister of Newton, in 1664 ; preached frequently to the neighbouring Indians; assisted his father in translating the Bible; and died
October 11, 1608, in his thirty-third year. Joseph, the second son, was
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graduated in 1658, was settled as minister of Guilford, Connecticut, in 1664,
and died May 24, 1694, aged fifty-five. Samuel, the third son, was graduated in 1660, was a tutor and Fellow of the College, and a candidate for the
ministry, but died young. [The fourth son, Aaron, died in 1655, at the age
of fifteen]. The fifth son, Benjamin, was graduated in 1665, became a
preacher, and was for some time an assistant to his father, but died before
him.
The following is a list of Mr. Eliot's publications :—Several Letters in
a work entitled " The Glorious Progress of the Gospel among the Indians,"
1649. Tears of Repentance, in conjunction with Mr. Mayhew, 1653. A
late and further manifestation of the progress of the Gospel among the
Indians in New England, 1655. Of the Gospel amongst the Indians in New
England; being a relation of the confessions made by several Indians, in
order to their admission into church fellowship, 1659. Dying Speeches and
Counsels of such Indians as died in the Lord. The Jews in America,
1660. The Christian Commonwealth, 1660. Translation of the New Testament into the Indian Tongue, 1661. Translation of the whole Bible into
Indian, 1663. An Indian Grammar, 1666. A brief narrative of the progress of the Gospel among the Indians in New England in the year 1670;
1671. The Logic Primer for the use of the Indians, 1672. The Harmony
of the Gospels, in English, 1678. The Divine Management of Gospel
Churches. The Psalms translated into Indian metre, and a Catechism,
annexed to an edition of the New Testament. Translations of the " P r a c tice of P i e t y , " " B a x t e r ' s Call," and .several of Shepard's works.
Nine of his Letters to Sir Robert Boyle are in the third, and his account
of Indian churches in the tenth, volume of the Massachusetts Historical
Collections.
Cotton Mather, who knew the old Apostle well, thus represents him:—
" Such w.as the piety of our Eliot that, like another Moses, he had upon his face a
continual shine, arising from his uninterrupted communion with the Father of Spirits.
He was, indeed, a man of prayer, and might say, after the Psalmist, I Prayer, as being in
a manner made up of it. Could the walls of his old study speak, they would even
r.avish us with a relation of the many hundred and thousand fervent prayers which he
there poured out before the Lord. » * * * He had a particular art at spiritualizing of earthly objects, and raising of high thoughts from very mean thuigs. As once
going with some feebleness and weariness up the hill on whicli his meeting house now
stands, he s.iid unto the person who led him, ' This is very like unto the way to Heaven,
'tis up hill! The Lord, by his grace, fetch us up ." And instantly spying a bush near
him, he as nimbly added, ' And truly there are thorns and briars in the way too.' * *
The sun did not set the evening before the Sabbath, till he had begun his preparation for
it; and when the Lord's day came, you might have seen John in the spirit every week.
Every day was a sort of Sabbath to him, but the Sabbath day was a kind, a type, a
taste, of Heaven with him. • » » The sleep that he allowed himself cheated him
not of his morning hours; but he reckoned the morning nole.ss a friend unto the Graces,
than the Muses. He would call upon students—' I pray look to it that you be morning
birds.' * * * Thenieat upon which he lived was a homCly but wholesome diet.
* * * The drink which he still used was very small; he cared not for wines or drams,
and I believe he never once in all his life knew what it was to feel so much as a noxious
fume in his head from any of them. * * • His apparel was without any ornament,
except that of humility. » * » fiad you seen him with his leathern girdle (for such
an one he wore) about his loins, you would almost have thought what Herod
feared, that John Baptist had come to life again. In short, he was in all regards a Nazarite indeed, unless in this one, that long hair was always very loathsome to him. * • »
The hair of them that professed religion, long before his death, grew too long for him to
swallow; and he would express himself continually with a boiling zeal concerning it,
until at last he gave over, with some regret, complaining,—' The lust is become insuperable.' * * » His liberality to pious uses, whether public or priv.ate, went much
beyond the proportions of his little estate in the world. Many hundreds of pounds did
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he freely bestow upon the poor; and he would, with a very forcible importunity, press
his neighbours to join with him in such beneticences."
H i s testimony concerning E l i o t ' s preaching is as follows : —
" To his congregation, he was a preacher that made it his care to give every one their
meat in due season. It was food and not froth, which in his public sermons he entertained the souls of his people with; he did not starve them with empty and windy
speculations, or with such things as animiim non dant, quia non hahent; much less did
he kill them with such poison as is too commonly exposed by the Arminian and Socinian
doctors that have too often sat in Moses' chair. His way of preaching was very plain,
so that the very lamlis might wade into his discourses on those textsand themes, wherein
elephants might swim; and hercwithal, it was very powerful; his delivery was always
very graceful and grateful; but when he was to use reproofs and warnings against any
sin, his voice would rise into a warmth which had in it very much of energy as well as
decency; he would sound the trumpets of God against all vice, with a most penetrating
liveliness, and make his pulpit another Mount Sinai, for the flashes of lightning therein
displayed against the breaches of the law given upon that burning mountain. And
I observed that there was usually a special fervour in the rebukes which he bestowed
upon carnalitj', a carnal frame and life in professors of religion; when he was to brand
the earthly-mindedness of church members, and the allowance and the indulgence which
they often gave unto themselves in sensual delights, here he was a right Boanerges; he
then spoke, as 'twas said one of the ancients did, Quot verba tot fulmina, as many
thunderbolts as words.
" I t was another property of his preaching that there was evermore much of Christ
in it; and with Paul he could say, ' I determined to know nothing but Jesus Christ,'
having that blessed name in his discourses, with a frequency like that with which Paul
mentions it in his epistles. As 'twas noted of Dr. Bodly, that whatever subject he were
upon, in the application, still his use of it would be, to drive men unto the Lord Jesus
Christ; in like manner the Lord Jesus Christ was the loadstone which gave a touch to
all the .sermons of our Eliot; a glorious, precious, lovely Christ was the point of Heaven
which they still verged unto. From this inclination it was, that altho' he printed several
Enghsh books before he died, yet his heart seemed not so much in any of them as in that
serious and savoury book of his entitled ' The Harmony of the Gospels in the Holy
History of Jesus Christ.' From hence also 't^vas that he would give that advice to
young preachers,—' Pray let there be much of Christ in your ministry;' and when he had
heard a sermon which had any special relish of a blessed"Jesus in it, he would say thereupon, • Oh, blessed be God that we have Christ so much and so well preached in poor
New England!'
" .Aloreover he liked no preaching but what had been well studied for; and he would
very much commend a sermon which he could perceive had required some good thinking
and reading in the author of it. I have been present when he has unto a preacher then
just come home fiom the assembly with him, thus expressed himself, ' Brother, there
wjs oil required for the service of the sanctuary; but it must be beaten oil; 1 praise
God that 1 sa^\• your oil so well beaten to-day; the Lord help us always by good study
to beat our oil, that there may be no knots in our sermons left undissolved, and that there
may a clear light be thereby given in the House of God !' And yet he likewise looked
for some thing in a sermon besides and beyond the mere study of man; he was for
having the Spirit of God breathing in it and with it; and he was for speaking those things
from those impressions and with those afl'ectioiis ^^ hieh might compel the hearer to say,
—' The Spirit of God was here !' I iiave heard him complain—' It is a sad thing when a
sermon shall have that one thing, the Spirit of God, wanting in i t . ' "
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THOMAS WELDE.*
1632-1641.1
THOMAS W E L D E was born in England, and was educated at Trinity
College, Cambridge, where he received the degree of B. A. in 1613, and
of M. A. in 1618. He was, for some time, minister in a town called
Tarling, in Essex, before he came to this country; and his coming hither
was occasioned by his refusing to yield to the requisitions that were made
upon him as a minister of the Established Church. He arrived in Boston on the 5th of June, 1632, and in July was set apart as the first
minister of the church in Roxbury. I n November following, John Eliot
was settled as his colleague. In 1637, he distinguished himself at the trial
of the famous Mrs. Anne Hutchinson, whose erratic course produced so
much trouble and irritation in the Colony. He appeared as one of her
principal opposers, and afterwards wrote a book exposing the errors and
extravagances which she had introduced. In Winthrop's Journal, frequent
mention is made of calling upon ministers for advice ; and as Welde seems
to have been alw'ays present on these occasions, it is reasonable to suppose
that much confidence was placed in his judgment. In 1639, the magistrates and ministers having agreed to set aside the Psalms then printed at
the end of their Bibles, Mr. Welde was one of three, (John Eliot and
Richard Mather being the other two,) who were appointed to make a
metrical translation. In 1641, he was sent with Hugh Peters to England,
as an agent of the Colony. In 1646, when Edward Winslow was sent out
to answer Gorton's complaint, Peters and Welde were dismissed from the
agency, and were desired to return home. But they both preferred to
remain in England. Welde was afterwards settled in the ministry at
Gateshead, in the bishoprick of Durham, opposite Newcastle. He accompanied Lord Forbes to Ireland, and remained there some time, but subsequently returned to England and was ejected from his living in 1662. He
is supposed to have died the same year.

The work of Mr. Welde already referred to, is entitled " A short story
of the rise, reign and ruin of the Antinomians, Familists, and Libertines
that infested the churches of New England." 1644 ; 2d edition, 1692.
His other works were " An Answer to W R. his narration of opinions and
practices of the New England churches." 1644. With three other
ministers he wrote " The perfect Pharisee under Monkish holiness," in
1654. This last was levelled against the Quakers. They subsequently
wrote " The false Jew detected," &c., against a man who pretended to be
first a Jew, and then an Anabaptist, but was found to be an impostor.
Mr. Welde had one son, Edward, who graduated at Harvard College
in 1650, was settled as a minister in Ireland, and died in March, 1668,
aged thirty-nine. Another son, John, was a minister at Riton, in the
county of Durham. A third son, Thomas, remained in New England, was
a Representative to the General Court in 1676 and 1677, and died January
*Calamy's Nonconformist's Memorial, II.—Winthrop^s N . E., I . , I I - H u t c h i n s o n ' s History of Massachusetts.—Mass. Hist. Coll., V I I I —Young's Chron.
\ The year that his ministry closed in this country.
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17, 1683. His son, Thomas, was graduated at Harvard College in 1 6 7 1 ;
was settled as minister of Dunstable, December 16, 1685 ; and died June
19, 1702, aged fifty.

JOHN COTTON.*
1633—1652.
J O H N COTTON was born at Derby, on the river Derwent, England,
December 4, 1585. His parents were of "gentle blood," and in easy
circumstances. His father, Roland Cotton, was a lawyer by profession;
and both he and his mother were distinguished for solid and fervent piety.
His childhood and youth were full of promise; and at the ealdy age of
thirteen, he was admitted a member of Trinity College, Cambridge, and was
afterwards removed to Emanuel College, where he obtained a Fellowship.
Here he was soon chosen Head Lecturer; then Dean,—an officer whose
business it v.as to attend to the deportment and discipline of the students ;
and Cateehist, whose employment was of chief note in the old conventual
schools. He very early gained a high reputation for intellectual force and
facility, as well as for the richness and variety of his acquirements. His
earliest sermons—those which he occasionally preached in the University
—wore distinguished chiefly for learning and oratorical display, and were
listened to with marked admiration; but, according to his own subsequent
judgment, they were greatly deficient in evangelical instruction.

During his connection with the College, his conscience had sometimes
been roused by the earnest and searching ministrations of the Rev. William
Perkins, an eminent Puritan diviriie of that day; but he had contrived to
banish, for the most part, the serious impressions which had thus been
made upon him; and when he heard the bell toll for the old gentleman's
funeral, he secretly congratulated himself that he had nothing more to fear
from his bold and pungent appeals. But this very thought reacted upon his
mind with terrible force, and it seems to have been the starting point
towards a new and better state, both of heart and of life. With this there
was the concurring influence of a powerful sermon on Regeneration, which
he listened to, about this time, from the Rev. Dr. Sibbs, another name of
Puritan c.-kbrity ; and the result of the whole was, that he was brought to
regard himself as utterly depraved, without the ability to rescue himself
from the ruin in which he was involved. For nearly three years, he was
fainting under the burden of his desponding thoughts; but at length he
was enabled to take such views of the Gospel as dissipated his terrors and
brought peace to his spirit. Shortly after this, being called upon to preach
in his turn before the University, instead of a splendid harangue, which his
audience expected, he gave them a simple and earnest discourse on the duty
of repentance. The effort was received with manifest dissatisfaction;
though one of his hearers. Dr. Jidm Preston, then a distingui.shed Fellow
'•f Queen's College, received impressions from it that were never effaced.
• Norton s and Mather's Life of Cotton.—Macluro's do.—Mather's Mag., III.—Mass. Hist.
Coll. \ ., IX.—Emerson's History of the First Church, Boston.
^'oL. I .
4
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About the year 1612, when Mr. Cotton was in his twenty-eighth year,
he was invited by the people of Boston, in Lincolnshire, to settle in the
ministry among tlaem; and though there was a vigorous opposition made to
his settlement, on the ground of his Puritanism, by a portion of the parish,
as well as by Dr. Barton, the Bishop of the Diocese, the result was that his
settlement there was speedily effected. He soon found that certain doctrines, to which he attached much importance, had been brought into
disrepute, chiefly through the influence of a distinguished physician of the
place ; and after listening silently to his objections, he endeavoured to frame
his public discourses so as to meet them in the most successful, and at the
same time the most inoffensive, manner. The result was that the physician
" desisted from all further debate," and " all matters of religion Wtere carried on calmly and peaceably."
After having resided in his parish about half a year, he went back to
Cambridge to take his degree of Bachelor of Divinity. On this occasion, he
added largely to his reputation by a sermon addressed to the clergy, as
well as by the part he took in a public disputation, preparatory to his receiving the degree.
About this time, Mr. Cotton was married to Elizabeth Horrocks, " an
eminently virtuous gentlewoman." She proved, in the best sense, a helpmeet to him, and was particularly useful in ascertaining, by personal
intercourse, the spiritual condition of the female members of the congregation, and thus enabling her husband the better to adapt his discourses.
After about three years of deep reflection and study, Mr. Cotton was
brought to the conviction that some of the ceremonies of the Established
Church were unscriptural; and of course that he could not any longer conform to them. So much were his people attached to him, that the greater
part of them cheerfully sustained him in his course ; while there was one
— a person by the name of Thomas Leverett, who, in connection with a
few others, prosecuted complaints against him in the Episcopal courts, till,
after some time, he was silenced by order of the Bishop. He behaved
with the most exemplary submission and dignity under his suspension,
attending constantly on the pttblic preaching of his substitute, but not to
the reading of the Book of Common Prayer. Meanwhile, Mr. Leverett
relented at his own course; and, by means of an oath of a somewhat
ambiguous character, succeeded in procuring a reversal of the sentence,
which, through his instrumentality, had gone forth against his minister.
This man was ever afterwards Mr. Cotton's steadfast friend ; and he even
followed him to this country, and was, for many years, a useful elder in the
First Church in Boston.
After this occurrence, Mr. Cotton was suffered to go on in the discharge
of his duties without interruption, and with little or no embarrassment, for
many years. Without any effort to build up a party, or to gain adherents,
his grand aim was to impress upon the people what lie believed to be the
great truths of Christianity. Besides performing a vast amount of labour
in the pulpit, as well as faithfully attending to all his more private ministerial duties, he acquired no small celebrity as a theological teacher ; and
while most of his pupils were from the University where he had himself
been trained, there were a considerable number from Holland, and some
from Germany.
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Towards the end of his residence in Boston*, Mr. Cotton was, for a whole
year, prevented from preaching, by a quartan ague, which began in September, 1630. • His physicians advising a change of air, he removed to the
mansion of the Earl of Lincoln, one of his noble friends, where he recovered
his health. He, however, lost his excellent wife by the same disease, after
a happy union of eighteen years. About a year after, he married an
estimable widow, Mrs. Sarah Story, an intimate and endeared friend of his
former wife, who was well fitted to fill the place which the death of the
other had vacated.
Not long after his second marriage,—the government of the English
Church having now fallen into the hands of Bishop Laud, divisions arose
among Mr. Cotton's parishioners. A dissolute fellow, by the name of
Johnson, who had been punished for his immoralities, informed against the
magistrates and the minister for not kneeling at the Sacrament; and Mr.
Cotton being warned that letters missive were issued against him to bring
him to the High Commission Court, concealed himself from the eager
search of the pursuivants, by flight. His first determination was to seek a
refuge in EfoUand; and he had actually, travelling in disguise, almost reached the port from which he expected to embark, when he was met by a
relative who induced him to change his purpose, and betake himself/to
London. Here he remained some time in concealment; and, though he
was urged by Mr. Davenport, and some other eminent ministers in London,
to conform to the instituted ceremonies as matters of little moment, yet,
so far from being convinced by their arguments, he actually succeeded in
convincing therk by his; and the result was that, about the middle of
July, 1633, Mr. Cotton in company with Thomas Hooker, Samuel
Stone, and a number of his old Boston parishioners, embarked in a vessel
called the Griffin, for New England. His movements, as he was leaving
England, were all narrowly watched, and it was only by the most cautious and
dexterous management that his escape was effected. The vessel in which
he came to this country, reached Boston after a passage of seven weeks, on
the 3d of September, 1633. The people used merrily to say, in reference
to the names of the three ministers who came together, that their three
great necessities would now be supplied; for they had ' Cotton for their
clothing, Hooker for their fishing, and Stone for their building. During
the voyage, three sermons or expositions were delivered almost every day;
and Mr. Cotton was blessed in the birth of his eldest son, whom, at his
baptism in Boston, he called Seaborn.
Mr. Cotton was, at this time, about forty-eight years of age, of largo
and varied experience, and eminent for' his talents, learning and piety.
Within a fortnight after his arrival, the magistrates and other leading men
designated him to be teacher of the First Church in Boston, of which
John Wilson was then pastor ; and on the 10th of October, he was set apart
to his office by imposition of the hands "of Mr. Wilson and his two elders.
This was intended, as Governor Winthrop has stated in respect to the ordination of Mr. Wilson under similar circumstances, "only as a sign of
election and confirmation, not of any intent that he should renounce his
ministry he received in England."
As all the freemen of this new-born republic were church members, and
as the people were at liberty to select their own farm of civil government,
it was thought that they ought to make the laws of God as delivered by
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Moses to the commonwealth of Israel, the basis of their civil polity. The
General Court desired Mr. Cotton to draw up an abstract of the laws of
Moses, omitting such as were of temporary obligation, and in their nature
peculiar to the Jewish economy. This service he performed ; and the
result of his labour, though not adopted, was published. Another abstract,
subsequently made, and supposed to have been the joint labour of Mr.
Cotton and Sir Henry Yane,* was adopted, and was printed in London, in
1641. Mr. Cotton favoured the establishment of a theocracy; that is, he
would have the public affairs administered agreeably to the principles and
requirements of revealed religion, by executive officers appointed by the
people.
For three or four of the first years of Mr. Cotton's ministry in New
England, his labours were attended by a remarkable blessing, insomuch that
a greater number were admitted to his church than to all the other churches
in the Colony. But ere long there came a sad reverse in his circumstances
and prospects. The Familistic and Antinomian doctrines began to be propagated by the famous Anne Hutchinson, and some others associated with her,
and they had the address to procure, for a time, the countenance of Mr.
Cotton. He, however, soon became convinced that he had been imposed
upon by false representations, and was shocked to find that he had unwittingly lent his name to what he regarded as extremely corrupt and dangerous opinions. Though he did not sign the result of the Synod of 1637, on
account of his differing from it in one or two points, yet he approved of it
in general; and the intercourse between him and his brethren, which, for a
time, seems to have been, to some extent, interrupted or embarrassed, soon
became as cordial and constant as ever.
In 1642, Mr. Cotton was invited, with Mr. Hooker and Mr. Davenport,
to repair to England, with a view to share the labours and the honours of the
famous assembly of Divines at Westminster. Both Mr. Cotton and Mr.
Davenport were in favour of accepting the invitation; but they were dissuaded by Mr. Hooker.
Mr. Cotton's last illness was occasioned by exposure to wet in passing
the ferry to Cambridge, where he went to preach to the students. His
sermon on the occasion was one of remarkable interest; but his powers of
utterance failed while delivering it. He was attacked with inflammation of
the lungs, and this turned into a complicated disease, which he regarded as
a warning that his end drew nigh. The next Sabbath he took for his text
the last four verses of the Second Epistle to Timothy, which Epistle he had
been expounding in course. He told his audience the reason of his taking
so many verses at once : — " Because, else," said he, " I shall not live to
make an end of this Epistle." The next day he spent in his study, in
special prayer and preparation for the great conflict which he saw approaching. On leaving that apartment, he said to his wife,—" I shall go into that
•Sir Henry Vane, the eldest son of Sir Henry Vane, was born in the year 1612, and was educated
flret at Westminster school, and then at Magdalen Hall, Oxford. He afterwards went to Geneva,
and on his return betrayed a strong aversion to the discipline and liturgy of the Church of England.
Eluding how obnoxious his principles made him, especially to his father, he came to New England
in the beginning of 1635. The next year, though he was only twenty-four years of age, he was
chosen Governor; but attaching himself to the party of Jlrs. Hutchinson, he was, in 1637, superseded by Governor Winthrop. He soon returned to England, where he warmly espoused the
cause of Cromwell, and showed him.self hostile to both Presbyterians and Royalists. M'hen the
Royal party prevailed, and Charles I I . ascended the throne, he was tried for high treason, and
beheaded June U , 1662, aged fifty. He published about half a dozen works, political, religious
and mystical.
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room no more." He then betook himself to his bed, and having adjusted
all his worldly concerns, received many parting visits, and administered many
dying counsels, begged to be left alone for undisturbed communion with
God. He caused the curtains to be drawn, and exacted a promise from tho
gentleman who attended him, that the privacy of his chamber should not be
disturbed. He then gave that gentleman this parting benediction—" The
God that made you, and bought you with a great price, redeem your body
and soul unto Himself" These were his last words. After remaining a few
hours speechless, he gently passed away to his eternal rest. He died on the
23d of December, 1652, in the sixty-eighth year of his age. His funeral
was attended on the 28th of the same month, and he was borne on the
shoulders of his brother ministers to his last resting place, in a tomb of
brick, in what was called the " Chapel burying ground." The Lectures in
his church during the following winter, by the neighbouring clergymen, were
but so many funeral discourses. His departure drew forth numerous elegies,
according to the taste of the times, and it was lamented as a public loss in
all the churches in the country.
Cotton blather represents Mr. Cotton as—
'•A most universal scholar, and a living .system of the liberal arts, and a walking
library"—possessing "an incomparable modesty that would not permit him to speak any
more than the least of himself, yet unto a private friend he liath said that he knew not
of any difficult place in all the whole Bible, which he had not weighed, somewhat unto
satisfaction'"—" conscientiously forbearing," in his preaching, "to make to the common
people any ostentation of being a great scholar; having the art of concealing his art"—
•'an indefatigable student,—careful to redeem his hours as well as his days"—"so
clothed with humility that by this livery his relation to the lowly Jesus was notably discovered"—remarkable for '' his command over his own spirit, particularly in his government of his family"—"observing most conscientiously the Sabbath from evening to
evening"—"most exemplary for liberality and hospitality"—"the Cato of his age for
his gravity, but having a glory with it which Cato had not."
As to his personal appearance, Mather says—
'' He was of a clear, fair, sanguine complexion, and like David of a ruddy countenance.
He was rather low than tall, and rather fat than lean, but of a becoming mediocrity. In
his younger years his hair was brown, but in his latter years as white as the driven
snow. In his countenance there was an inexpressible sort of majesty which commanded
reverence from all that approached him."
Hubbard, alluding to the effect of a sermon which Mr. Cotton preached
before the General Court on an occasion of some difficulty, says—
" Mr. Cotton haa such an insinuating and melting way in his preaching, that he would
usually carry his very adversary captive after the triumphant chariot of his rhetoric."
Mr. Cotton had three sons and as many daughters; all by his second
marriage. Seaborn, his eldest child, graduated at Harvard College, in 1 6 5 1 ;
became the second minister of Hampton, New Hampshire, in 1660; and
closed an honourable and useful life, April 19, 1686, aged fifty-two years.
The second son, John, was born in 1640 ; was graduated at Harvard College
in 1657 ; preached from 1664 to 1667 to a congregation consisting of Indians
and white people, in Martha's Vineyard; was ordained at Plymouth in
1669, where he remained till 1698, and then removed to Charleston, South
(.'arolina, and there gathered a Congregational church, which still exists
in a prosperous state. He died on the 18th of September, 1699, aged fiftynine years. The youngest daughter of the elder John Cotton, was married
to Increase Mather. Mr. Cotton's widow became the wife of Richard
blather, the father of her son-in-law, to whom she thus became a parent by
a double affinity.
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The following is a catalogue of Mr. Cotton's published works:—God's
promise to his plantation : An Election Sermon, 1634. A Letter in answer
to objections made against the New England churches, with the questions proposed to such as are admitted to church fellowship, 1641. The Way of
Life. God's mercy mixed with His justice. An Abstract of the Laws of
New England, 1641. The Church's Resurrection, 1642. The Pouring
out of the Seven Vials, 1642. A modest and clear answer to Mr. Ball's
Discourse on set forms of Prayer. The true constitution of a particular
visible Church, 1643. Discourse about civil government in a new plantation whose design is Religion, 1643. The Keys of the Kingdom of
Heaven and power thereof, 1644. The Doctrine of the Church to which
is committed the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven. Vindicige Clavium;
Vindication of the keys of the Kingdom into the hands of the right
owners. The Covenant of God's free grace most sweetly unfolded,
1645. The way of the churches of Christ in New England, 1645. The
controversy concerning liberty of conscience truly stated, 1646. A Treatise showing that singing of Psalms is a Gospel ordinance, 1647. The
grounds and ends of the baptism of the children of the faithful, 1647 A
Letter to Mr. Williams; the bloody tenet washed and made white in the
blood of the Lamb; to which is added a Reply to Mr. Williams' answer to
Mr. Cotton's Letter, 1647. Questions propounded to him by the teaching
elders, with his answer to each question. The way of the Congregational
Churches cleared, in two Treatises, 1648. The Holiness of church members
1650. Christ the Fountain of Life, 1651. A brief Exposition of Ecclesiastes, 1654. Censure upon the way of Mr. Henden of Kent. Sermons on
the First Epistle of'John, (folio.) A Discourse on things indifferent.
Milk for babes—a Catechism. Meat for strong men. A Sermon delivered
at Salem in 1636, to which is prefixed a Retraction of his former opinion
concerning Baptism, 1713.

THOMAS HOOKER.*
1633—1647.
THOMAS H O O K E R was born at Marfield, Leicestershire, England, on the
7th of July, 1586. All that is known of him from the day of his birth till
his entrance itpon his collegiate course is thus stated by Cotton Mather:—

'_' He was born of parents that were neither unable nor unwilling- to bestow upon him
a liberal education; whereunto the early, lively sparkles of wit observed in him did very
much encourage them. His natural temper was cheerful and courteous; but it was
accompanied with such a sensible grandeur of mind, as caused his friends, without the
help of astrology, to prognosticate that he was born to be considerable."

He was educated at Emanuel College, Cambridge, of which, in due time,
he became a Fellow. He acquitted himself in this office with such ability
and fidelity as to secure universal respect and admiration. It was while he
was thus employed that he became deeply impressed with the importance of
eternal realities, and after a protracted season of bitter anguish of spirit, he
was enabled to submit without reserve to the terms of the Gospel, and thus
* Mather's Mag^, III.-Mass. Hist. Coll., VII.-TrumbulI's History of Connecticut, I . y-iucg s Chron.—Life by Dr. E. W. Hooker.
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to find joy and peace in believing. His religious experience, in its very
commencement, seems to have been uncommonly deep and thorough ; and
no doubt it was partly owing to this that he became so much distinguished,
in after life, as a counsellor, comforter, and guide, to the awakened and
desponding.
While he yet remained in the University, he frequently preached at Cambridge, and to good acceptance ; and in addition to his labours as a preacher
and an instructor, he exerted an important influence in reforming some
existing abuses. After leaving Cambridge, he preached, for some time, in
London and its vicinity. I t was his wish to obtain a settlement at Colchester, that he might be near the Rev. Mr. Rogers of Dedham, whom he called
" t h e prince of all the preachers of England." But being disappointed in
this, he accepted an invitation, in 1626, to exercise his ministry at Chelmsr
ford, as a lecturer and an assistant to the Rev. Mr. Mitchell. His lectures
were soon numerously attended, and among his hearers were noblemen and
others of high standing in English society. His labours were abundantly
blessed, and an extensive reformation followed not only in the town but in
the adjacent country. This reformation had respect particularly to the
vices of intemperance and profanation of the Sabbath.
Mr. Hooker was accustomed, once a year, to visit his native county; and
in one of those visits he was invited to preach in the great church at Leicester. One of the chief burgesses of the town was violently opposed to his
preaching there ; and not being able to hinder it, he set certain persons to
fiddling in the church yard with a view to disturb him. But such was Mr.
Hooker's self command and power of voice, that he was enabled to proceed
and make himself heard without difficulty; whereupon the man himself
went to the church door to listen to him. And the result was that he
became deeply impressed by what he heard, came to Mr. Hooker with a
penitent confession of his wickedness, and shortly after openly testified his
faith in Christ.
In the year 1630, a Spiritual Court, which held its sessions at Chelmsford, silenced Mr. Hooker for nonconformity.
Though he adhered
steadfastly to the doctrines of the Church of England, yet there were certain
prescribed ceremonies which he could not conscientiously practise; and on
this ground he was forbidden the exercise of his ministry. He continued,
however, for some time, to reside in the vicinity of Chelmsford, and was
employed in teaching a school at Little Braddow, having John Eliot, afterwards the " Apostle to the Indians," in his family, as an usher.
The sentence silencing Mr. Hooker was deeply regretted, even by many
ministers of the Established Church. A petition, signed by forty-seven of
them, was presented to the Bishop of London, in which they certified " t h a t
they knew Mr. Hooker to be orthodox in his doctrine, honest in his life and
conversation, peaceable in his disposition, and in no wise turbulent or
factious." This testimony, however, did not avail to reverse or mitigate
the sentence.
But though he was not permitted to preach, he was still upon the alert to
improve every opportunity for doing good. I t is related of him that he
engaged various ministers in the vicinity of Chelmsford, to establish a
monthly meeting for fasting, prayer, and religious conference. By his influence, several pious young ministers were settled in the neighbourhood, and
others became more established in the great truths of Christianity.
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To the injunction of the Spiritual Court against Mr. Hooker's preaching
the Gospel, was added a bond, in the sum of fifty pounds, to appear before
the Court of High Commission. By the advice of his friends, he forfeited
his bond; and one of his hearers, who was his surety, paid it, and was
afterwards reimbursed by several individuals in the vicinity of Chelmsford.
After a short residence in retirement, kindly provided for him by his
friend, the Earl of Warwick, he determined to leave his native country, and
seek a home in Holland. His steps were watched by the vigilant pursuivants
down to the moment of his embarkation; and they actually arrived on the
shore in pursuit of him, just after the vessel in which he sailed had got under
weigh. During the passage, they were in imminent danger of shipwreck;
but Mr. Hooker expressed the utmost confidence that they would be preserved ; and he was not disappointed.
Mr. Hooker remained in Holland three years. He was at first employed
as an assistant of Mr. Paget, at Amsterdam; but the term of his service
here was short, as Mr. Paget exerted an infiuence in the Classis against
him, from having taken up a suspicion that he favoured the Brownists ;—a
sect who denied the Church of England to be a true Church, and her ministers to be rightly ordained. As Mr. Hooker found it impossible to disabuse
him of this unfounded suspicion, and as he found, too, that the congregation
sympathized strongly in the jealousies of their pastor, he thought it most
prudent quietly to withdraw; and accordingly he removed to Delft, and
became associated with the Rev. Mr. Forbes, an aged and excellent Scotch
minister. The two lived and laboured in great harmony,—the congregation
to which they preached being composed principally of English merchants.
Mr. Hooker, after continuing with IMr. Forbes two years, accepted a call to
Rotterdam, to assist the Rev. Dr. William Ames,* who had also fled to Holland that he might enjoy liberty of conscience. In addition to his labours
in preaching, he assisted Dr. Ames in the preparation of his book, entitled,
" A fresh suit against human ceremonies in God's worship." Dr. Ames is
said to have remarked that, notwithstanding his acquaintance with many
scholars of different nations, he had never met with a man equal to Mr.
Hooker, as a preacher or a learned disputant.
Although Mr. Hooker found his residence in Holland in many respects
agreeable, yet there was so much in the state of the churches that he disapproved, that he could not conscientiously recommend to his friends in England to follow hiin thither; and more than that,—he was unwilling to think
« WILLIA5I AMES was bom in the county of Norfolk, in 1576, and educated at Christ's College,
Cambridge, under the famous Mr. William Perkins. He became an exceedingly zealous preacher,
especially against the peculiar tenets of the Romish Church. About 1610, having been for some time
Fellow of Lis College, he preached a sermon at St. Mary's Church, against playing at cards and
dice, which excited a strong prejudice against him, so that he was obliged to-quit the University,
in order to avoid expulsion. He now Hed to Holland, and was chosen minister of the English
church at the Hague. But he was no sooner comfortably settled there, than Archbishop Abbot
wrote to the English Ambassador at the Court of Holland, urging Ames' removal. AVhen he wag
about to be chosen Professor of Divinity at Leyden, it was prevented through the infiuence of the
same Ambassador. And a similar effort was made, but without success, when he was chosen by
the States of Friesland to the same office in the University of Franker. Having filled the Divinity
Chair at Franker for twelve years,—finding the climate unfavourable to his health, he resigned
his professorship, and accepted an invitation to the English Church, at Rotterdam. The
change of climate not proving beneficial, he had determined to migrate to New England; but a
.sudden attack of asthma terminated his life, in November, 1633, at the age of fifty-seven. His
wife and children came to New England in the spring following, bringing with them his valuable
library; though one son, (William) afterwards returned to England, and was one of the ejected
nonconformists in 1662. Dr. Ames was a voluminous author, and was especially distinguished by
his writings on the Arminian controversy. Cotton Mather styles him " the profound, sublime,
irrefragable and angelical doctor," and doubts whether he left his equal upon earth.
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of that country as his own permanent home. The emigration of the Puritans from England to New England was now rapidly going forward; and
among them were many of Mr. Hooker's friends, who had resided in the
county of Essex. Having known him well, and appreciated him highly, as
their minister, in former years, they directed their attention to him as the
most suitable person to accompany them across the ocean, as their spiritual
guide; and when they made known to him their wishes, he regarded it as a
Oght from Heaven shining upon his path.
But he felt that the object was not to be accomplished without encountering severe perils. I t was necessary that he should take England on hia
way; and he was well aware that the times had not grown more tolerant,
during the period of his absence. Scarcely had he arrived in England,
when he ascertained that the pursuivants were upon his track again. They
traced him to the house-of his friend, the Rev. Samuel Stone, who was to
accompany him to New England. Cotton Mather thus describes the scene
that followed:—
" Mr. Stone was at that instant " (when the pursuivants knocked at the door of the
very chamber in which Mr. Hooker was engaged in conversation,) "smoking of
tobacco; for which Mr. Hooker had been reproving him, as being then used by few persons of sobriety. Being also of a sudden and pleasant wit, he (Mr. Stone) stepped to
the door, with his pipe in his mouth, and such an air of speech and look as gave him
some credit with the officer. The officer demanded whether Mr. Hooker was not
there. Mr. Stone replied with a braving sort of confidence, ' What Hooker 1 Do you
mean Hooker that lived once at Chelmsford?' The officer answered, 'Yes, he.' Mr.
Stone, with a diversion like that which once helped Athanasius, made this true answer:
' If it be he you look for, I saw him about an iiour ago at such a house in the town; you
had best hasten thither after him.' The officer took this for a sufficient account and
went his way."

This was a sufficient indication to Mr. Hooker of his danger; and he
endeavoured to keep himself concealed, so far as possible, till his departure
for New England.
During his sojourn in England at this time, it is not known how he
occupied himself, nor where he resided. He took his departure from the
Downs about the middle of July, 1633, in the ship Griffin. Among his
fellow passengers were his two choice friends, Mr. Cotton and Mr; Stone.
And such was the danger of being pursued and arrested, that Mr. Hooker
and Mr. Cotton were obliged to remain concealed, until the ship was well
out .upon the main ocean. " Mr. Hooker's company,"—so called, which
afterwards constituted his church at Cambridge, had preceded him.
Mr. Hooker and his associates arrived at Boston, on the 4th of September, 1633, after a passage of six weeks ; and they were welcomed as a vast
accession to the strength of the Colony. At a fast observed by the church
at Newtown, (afterwards Cambridge,) October 11, 1633, Mr. Hooker was
chosen pastor, and Mr. Stone teacher. This church was the eighth gathered in the Colony of Massachusetts Bay, and this was their first choice of
ministers. Mr. Hooker, on entering upon his office at Cambridge, received
ordination again at the hands of his brethren, though he had been ordained
as a Presbyter, by a Bishop, in England.
Mr. Hooker remained at Cambridge more than two years and a half,
during which time he distinguished himself, not merely as an earnest and
devoted minister, but as a wise counsellor, and an efficient promoter of the
interests < f the State as well as of the Church. But various considerations
(the most important of which was that the spirit of emigration was bringing
VOL. I
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over such multitudes to New E n g l a n d as to render a dispersion from t h e
main settlement quite indispensable,) conspired to lead Mr. Hooker, in connection with Mr. Stone and the church of which they had the pastoral charge,
to form the purpose of crossing the wilderness and beginning a new settlement on Connecticut river. Accordingly, about the beginning of J u n e ,
1636, they set forth on their arduous and perilous e n t e r p r i s e ; and before
the close of the m o n t h , t h e y had reached Hartford, the place of their destination.
F r o m this time till the close of his life, Mr. Hooker was identified with
almost all t h e important public movements in t h e Colony, and with not a
few beyond it. H e seems to have been regarded the common property of
the churches in all the N e w E n g l a n d Colonies. H e was one of the Moderators of the first N e w E n g l a n d Synod, held at C a m b r i d g e , in the case of the
celebrated M r s . H u t c h i n s o n . D u r i n g his visit at Boston at t h a t time, he
exerted himself much to effect a reconciliation b e t w e e n M r . Cotton, Mr.
W h e e l w r i g h t , and Mr. Wilson, in reference, apparently, to some personal
m a t t e r s . H e was invited, with Mr. Cotton and Mr, D a v e n p o r t , in 1642, to
be a m e m b e r of the W e s t m i n s t e r Assembly of Divines, with whom originated
the larger and shorter C a t e c h i s m ; b u t he declined the invitation, chiefly, it
would seem, on the ground t h a t he had received the impression that
" m a t t e r s of Church government " were to form the principal subject of cons i d e r a t i o n ; and, as he was aware t h a t the P r e s b y t e r i a n preferences of the
E n g l i s h mem.bers of the A s s e m b l y would prevail, and supposed t h a t he and
his brethren from N e w E n g l a n d might perhaps s t a n d alone as the advocates
of Congregationalism, he chose not t o come in collision w i t h his brethren
t h e r e on t h a i subject.
3 I r . Hooker fell a victim to a violent epidemic disease, a t the age of sixtyone, while he was yet in the midst of his usefulness.
Of this epidemic, and
of Mr. H o o k e r ' s d e a t h . Governor W i n t h r o p makes the following record:—
" An epidemical sickness was through the countrj-, among Indians and English, French
and Duteli. It took them like a cold, and a light fever with it. Such as bled or used
cooling drinks died; those who took comfortable things, for most part recovered, and
that in few days. Wherein a special providence of God appeared, for )]0t a family, nor
but few persons escaping it; had it brought all so weak as it did some, and continued so
long, our hay and corn had been lost for want of help; but such was the mercy of God
to his people, as few died, not above forty or fifty in Massachusetts, and ne.ar as many at
Connecticut. But that which luade the stroke more sensible and grievous, both to them
and to all the country, was the death of that faithful servant of the Lord, Mr. Thomas
Hooker, pastor of the church in Hartford; who, for piety, prudence, wisdom, zeal, learning and what else might make him serviceable in the place and time he lived in, might
be compared with men of greatest note; and he shall need no other praise; the fruits of
his labours in both Englands shall preserve an honourable and happy remembrance of him
forever."
Cotton M a t h e r ' s account of his death is as f o l l o w s : —
•" Some of his most observant hearers noticed an astonishing cloud in his congregation, the last Lord's day of his public ministry, when he administered the Lord's Supper
among them; and a most unaccountable heaviness and sleepiness, even of the most
watchful Christians of the place; not unlike the drowsiness of the Disciples, when our
Lord was going to die; for which one of the elders publicly rebuked them. AVhen those
devout people afterwards perceived that this was the last sermon and sacrament, wherein
they were to have the presence of their pastor with them, 'tis inexpressible, how much
they bewailed their inattentiveness to his farewell dispensations; and some of them could
enjoy no peace in their own souls, until they had obtained Jeave of the elders to confess
before the whole congregation, with many tears, that inadvertency.
" l a the time of hissickness, he did not say much to the standers by; but, being asked
that he would utter his apprehensions about some important things, especially about the
state of New England, he answered,—' I have not that work now to do; I have already
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declared the counsel of the Lord.' And when one that stood weeping by his bed-side
said to him,—' Sir, you are going to receive the reward of all your labours,'—he replied,
< Brother, I am. going to receive mercy.' At last he closed his eyes with his own
hands and gently stroking his own forehead, with a smile in his countenance, he gave a
little groan, and so expired his blessed soul into the arms of his fellow servants, the holy
ano-els, on .luly 7, 1647. In which last hours, the glorious peace of soul which he had
enjiiyed without' any interruption for near thirty years together, so gloriously accompanit'd him, that a worthy spectator, writing to Mr. Cotton, a relation thereof, made this
reflection:—' Truly, Sir, the sight of his death will make me have more pleasant thoughts
of death than ever I yet had in my life.'"
The following letter, relating to the same subject, was addressed by Mr.
Stone, Mr. H o o k e r ' s colleague, to Mr. Shepard of C a m b r i d g e : —
HARTFORD, July 19, 1647.

Dearest Brother :
God brought us safely to Hartford; but when I came hither, God presented to me a
s;ul siiectacle—Mr. Hooker looked like a dying man. God refused to hear our prayers
for him, but took him from us, July 7, a little before sunset.
Our sun is set; our light is eclipsed; our joy is darkened. We remember now, in the
davs of our calamity, the pleasant things which we enjoyed in former times. His spirits
and bead were so oppressed with the disease, that he was not able to express much to us
in his sickness; but had expressed to Mr. Goodwin, before my return, that his peace
\s.i-. made in Heaven, and had continued thirty years without alteration. He was above
Satan. '• Mark the perfect man; for the end of that man is peace." He lived a most
blameless life. I think his greatest enemies cannot charge him. He hath done much
work for Christ, and now rests from his labours, and his works follow him. But our loss
is exceeding great and bitter. My loss is bitter. I give thanks to my God daily for his
help; .and no man in the world but myself knows what a friend he hath been unto me.
As bis abilities were great, so his love and faithfulness were very great. I can never
look to have the like fellow officer in his place. There are but few such men in the
world. 1 will say no more, lest I should seem to exceed. It is an extreme difficulty to
me to know how to behave myself under the hand of God, which strikes me in a special
manner. Pray for me in all this stress; for l a m astonished at this amazing providence.
I cann( it complain of God who doeth all things well. The Lord show me what His mind is,
that I may be rightly affected with this loss. I pray suggest what you think may be the
mind of God in it.
Mrs. Hooker was taken with the same sickness that night when I came to Hartford,
and was very near death. She is yet weak, but I hope recovering. It would have been a
gn^at aggravation of our misery that God had blotted out that pleasant family all at once.
Little Sam. Shepard is well. Mrs. CuUick died that day when I came to Hartford.
Goody Bets, the school-dame, is dead with some others. Two of Mr. Warham's children are dead. My wife is sick and weak. I am not well. I am troubled with heat
and faintness. The last night I had some rest; but, the night before, I could not sleep
all the night, but slumber and dream. God gives me warning to prepare for my change.
The glorious presence of Christ in Heaven is much better than life. We wait for that
bless 'd hope. If it had not been for this occasion, I know not whether I should have
written any thing at this time, because unfit to write.
We shall do what we can to prepare Mr. Hooker's answer to Rutherford, that it may
be sent before winter. I purpose to proceed on the Answer to Dr. Crispe; but whether
I shall finish it and get it written on so far before winter, I know not; and when I have
done that, 1 shall take further advice. If it should not be made before winter, be not
offended, if I do what 1 can. If you will send me Saltmarsh, I shall take in him also,
if I have the whole winter.
You may think whether it may not be comely for you and myself and some other
elders, to make a few verses for Mr. Hooker, and transcribe them in the beginning of his
book. I do but propound it.
From thine,
SAM. STONE.

Cotton ^Mather gives the testimony of several, principally Mr. Hooker's
contemporaries, as follows :—
" Afr. 1I( nry "Whitfield, having spent many years in studying of books, did at length
take two or three years to study men; and, in pursu.ance of this design, having acquainted himself with the most considerable Divines of England, at last fell into the acquaintance <if Mr. Ilocjker; concerning whom he afterwards gave this testimony.—' That he
had not thought there had been such a man on earth; a man in whom there shone so
many excellencies as were in this incomparable Hooker; a man in whom learning and
wi- lorn were so tempered with zeal, holiness and watchfulness.'"
His pupil, Mr. Ash, gave thisopinion concerning him:—"For his great abilities and glorious services, both iu this and the other England, he deserves a place in the flrst rank of those
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whose lives are of late recorded." Mr. Ezekiel Rogers, another of his contemporaries,
spoke of him as a " rich pearl," possessed by America. Mr. Elijah Corlet, an early
and eminent teacher at Cambridge, celebrated his virtues in a Latin elegy, breathing
alike the friendship of the refined scholar, and the affectionate admiration of the Christian brother. Increase Mather, in his preface to the lives of Cotton, Norton, Wilson,
l3avenport and Hooker, remarks of the latter:—" Great pity it is, that no more can be
collected of the memorables, relating to so good and .so great a man as he was; than
whom Connecticut never did and perhaps never will see a greater person." " It was a
black day to New England when that great light was removed."
The following beautiful summary of Mr. H o o k e r ' s character is from the
pen of Bancroft, t h e historian. After having described H a y n e s and Cotton
in the grand outlines of their characters, and placing t h e m high among
the worthies of their day, this historian p r o c e e d s : —
" And Hooker of vast endowment, a strong will, and an energetic mind; ingenuous in
his temper, and open in his professions; trained to benevolence by the discipline of affliction; versed in tolerance by his refuge in Holland; choleric, yet gentle in his affectionsfirm in his faith, yet readily yielding to the power of reason; the peer of the reformers
without their harshness; the devoted apostle to the humble and the poor; severe towards
the proud; mild in his soothings of a wounded spirit; glowing with the raptures of
devotion, and kindling with the messages of redeeming love; his eye, voice, gesture,
and whole frame animate with the living vigour of heartfelt religion; public spirited and
lavishly charitable; and though persecutions and banishments had awaited him, as one
wave follows another, ever serenely blessed with a glorious peace of soul; fixed in his
trust in Providence and in his adhesion to that cause of advancing civilization which he
cherished always, even while it remained to him a mystery. This was he, whom, for his
abilities and services, his cotemporaries placed in the first rank of men; praising him as
' the one rich pearl with w hich Europe more than repaid America for the treasures from
her coast.'"
T h e following is a list of Mr. H o o k e r ' s p u b l i c a t i o n s : — T h e Soul's
I n g r a f t i n g into Christ, 1637
T h e Soul's I m p l a n t a t i o n ; a Treatise,
containing T h e B r o k e n H e a r t ; The P r e p a r i n g of the H e a r t ; The Soul's
Ingrafting into C h r i s t ; Spiritual Love and J o y , 1637
T h e Soul's Preparation for Christ, 1 6 3 8 . T h e U n b e l i e v e r ' s P r e p a r a t i o n for Christ, P a r t I.,
1638. T h e Unbeliever's P r e p a r i n g for Christ, P a r t I I . , 1 6 3 8 . The Soul's
E x a l t a t i o n — e m b r a c i n g Union with C h r i s t ; Benefits of Union with Christ,
and Justification, 1638. The Soul's Vocation or Effectual Calling to Christ,
1638. Ten P a r t i c u l a r R u l e s t o be practised every day by Converted Christians, 1 6 4 1 . T h e Faithful Covenanter ; a Sermon preached at Dedham,
in E s s e x , 1644. Survey of the S u m of Church Discipline, 1648. The
S a i n t ' s Dignity and D u t y , 1 6 5 1 . Culpable Ignorance, or the Danger of
I g n o r a n c e under Means, 1 6 5 1 . Wilfitl H a r d n e s s , or t h e Means of Grace
Abused, 1 6 5 1 . T h e Application of Redemption b y the Effectual Work
of the W o r d and Spirit of Christ, for the bringing home of L o s t Sinners to
God, 1657
Christ's P r a y e r for Believers ; a series of Discourses founded
on J o h n x v i i . , 2 0 - 2 6 , 1657
The P o o r , D o u b t i n g Christian Drawn
to Christ. Farewell Sermon to his P a r i s h at Chamsford, (Chelmsford)
England. A n Exposition of the L o r d ' s P r a y e r . The Soul's Possession of
Christ. T h e Soul's Justification; eleven sermons on 2 Corinthians, V.,
2 1 . Sermons on J u d g e s x . , 2 3 ; P s a l m c x i x . , 2 9 . ; P r o v e r b s i . , 2 8 , 2 9 ;
2 T i m o t h y , i n . , 5 . T h e Soul's Humiliation.
I have been unable to ascertain when or to whom Mr. Hooker was
married ; but he had six children who lived to ages suitable to enter the
marriage relation. T h e eldest and the youngest were sons. The first,
John, married in England, and resided t h e r e , and was a minister in the
Established Church. His eldest daughter, Joanna, was married to the Rev.
Thomas Shepard of Cambridge. T h e second daughter, Mary, was married

THOMAS HOOKER.

37

to the Rev. Roger Newton. [He was born in England, and partly educated
there; but completed his education, probably, under Mr. Hooker, after he
came to this country. He was ordained the first pastor of the church in
Farmington aliout 1645. Here he laboured with much acceptance until he
removed to ^lilford, where he was installed August 22,1660. After serving
this congregation more than twenty-two years, he died, greatly lamented,
June 6, I680.] The third daughter, Sarah, wa.-^ married to the Rev. John
Wilson of 3Iediield, a son of the Rev. John AVilson of Boston. Of the
fourth daughter, it is only known that she was married and became a
widow.
Samuel, ]Mr. Hooker's second son and sixth child, was graduated at
Harvard College in 1G53; was ordained pastor of tlie church in Farmington, Connecticut, in July, 1 6 6 1 ; and died November 6, 1697. He was
esteemed " a n animated and pious divine." He was a Fellow of Harvard
College, and was employed, in 1662, as one of a committee of four, to treat
with New Haven in reference to a union with Connecticut. He had eleven
children, one of whom, Mary, was married to the Rev. Mr. Pierpont of
New Haven, and was the mother of Sarah, the wife of Jonathan Edwards.

SAMUEL STONE.*
1633—1663.
S.iMUEL STONE was born at Hertford in England, and was educated at
Emanuel College, Cambridge. After finishing his studies at the University,
he put himself, for some time, under the instruction of the Rev. Richard
Blackerby, who was much celebrated for his attainments in both literature
and piety. Having imbibed much of both the spirit and the principles of
his excellent tutor, he commenced preaching the Gospel, and was, for some
time, minister at Towcester in Northamptonshire, where his superior
accomplishments and great industry were manifest to all. As, however,
he was a nonconformist, in both principle and practice, he resolved, like
many of his brethren, to seek a more congenial atmosphere in New England. He came in the same ship with Hooker and Cotton, and arrived in
this country, September 4, 1633. On the 11th of October following, a
church was organized at Newtown, of which he was ordained teacher, Mr.
Hooker being ordained pastor.
In June, 1636, a settlement having been efi'ected, the preceding autumn,
at Hartford on Connecticut river, nearly the whole church and congregation, consisting of about one hundred souls, including their pastor and
teacher, went thither in a body with a view to finding a permanent home.
Here Mr. Stone laboured in the liappiest union with his venerated friend
Mr. Hooker, for fourteen years, when the latter finished his earthly course ;
and after that, he reiiiaiiied sole jiastur sixteen years longer,—till his own
death, whieli took jilaee, July 26, 1663.
•Winthrops N. E. I—Mather's Mag. III.—Brook's Lives, III.—Trumbull's Conn. I.—
Morton's New Englands Memorial.—llawcs' Centennial Discourse.—Holmes' History of Cambridge.—Felts Led. Hist. N. E. I .
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The latter part of Mr. Stone's ministry was embittered by a violent controversy in the church, originating in a dispute on some ecclesiastical topic
between himself and a Mr. Goodwin, a ruling elder. I t is difficult to say
definitely what the point of difference was ; but the agitation continued,
with only occasional intermissions, for nearly twenty years, and disturbed,
more or less, all the churches in the region. The General Court interfered in
the matter; but this, instead of removing, only aggravated, the difficulty.
Cotton Mather says that " from the fire of the altar, there issued thunderings, and lightnings, and earthquakes, through the Colony; " and adds
that " the true original of the misunderstanding was about as obscure as
the rise of Connecticut river." Dr. Trumbull, however, intimates that the
whole controversy had respect to the qualifications for baptism, church
membership, and the rights of the brotherhood. H e suggests likewise
that Mr. Stone's ideas of Congregationalism bordered more on Presbyterianism, and less on Independency, than those of the first ministers of
the country in general; and states that he defined Congregationalism, as
" a speaking aristocracy in the face of a silent democracy." In the progress of this unhappy contest, a part of the congregation removed and laid
the foundation of the town and church of Hadley. After this, Mr. Stone
lived in greater quietness, and had more apparent success in his ministry.
He was accustomed to say in the prospect of entering the better world,—
' ' Heaven is the more desirable for such company as Hooker, and Shepard,
and Haynes, who are got there before me."
•
Mr. Stone published a discourse on the logical notion of a Congregational
church; (London, 1652,) " w h e r e i n , " Dr. Mather says, "some thought
that, as a Stone from the sling of David, he has mortally wounded the
head of that Goliath, a national, political Church." He left in MS. a work
against Antinomianism, and a Body of Divinity. The latter was held in
such high estimation, as to be often transcribed by theological students.
The following account of Mr. Stone is from Trumbull's History of Connecticut, and contains the substance of what Mather ha'fe said of him in his
Magnalia:—
"He was eminently pious and exemplary; abounded in fastings and pr.<iyer; and was
a most strict observer of the Christian Sabbath. Preparatory to this, he laboured to
com.pose himself, on Saturday evening, to the most heavenly views and exercises, and
was careful not to speak a word which was not grave, serious, and adapted to the
solemnity. He spent much time on this evening in the instruction of his family, commonly delivering to them the sermon which he designed to preach on the morrow, or
some other which might be best calculated for their instruction and edification. His
sermons were doctrinal, replete with sentiment, concisely and closely applied, fete was
esteemed one of the most accurate and acute disputants of his day. He was celebrated
for his great wit, pleasantry, and good humour. His company was courted by all gentlemen of learning and ingenuity, who had the happiness of an acquaintance with him."
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NATHANIEL WARD.*
1634—1645.
N A T H A N I E L W A R D was a son of the Rev. John Ward, and was born at
Haverhil, England, about the year 1570. Both his father and brother
Samuel were distinguished Puritan Divines. He was entered at Emanuel
College, Cambridge, in 1596, and took the degree of M. A. in 1603. H e
afterwards studied, and for a while practised, Law ; but travelling subsequently into Prussia and Denmark, he formed an intimate acquaintance
with Parous, the celebrated Professor of Theology at Heidelberg, and,
through his influence, was induced to give up the profession of Law, and
direct his attention to Theology. Accordingly, on his return to England,
he became preacher at St. James's, Duke's Place, London, in 1626 ; and
was afterwards Rector of Standon Massye, in Essex. Having imbibed the
principles of the nonconformists, he was suspended from the ministry by
Archbishop Laud, in 1633; in consequence of which, he left his native
country in April of the next year, and arrived in New England in June
following. He was soon settled as pastor of the church in Agawam or
Ipswich. The year after his arrival, (1635,) he received Mr. Norton as his
colleague; and in February, 1637, his health had become so much impaired that he resigned his pastoral charge, and was succeeded by Nathaniel
Rogers ; though he still continued to preach occasionally, as his health
would permit. In 1638, great inconvenience having been experienced for
want of written laws, he was appointed by the General Court on a committee to draw up a code for the consideration of the Freemen : having executed this trust, he handed in the result of his labour to the Governor in
September of the following year. I n May, 1640, a conditional permission
was given to him, with several other individuals, to form a settlement
either at Haverhill or at Andover: the former place was preferred, and it
subsequently became the residence of one of his sons. In June, 1641, he
preached the election sermon ; having been appointed to that service by
the Freemen before the meeting of the General Court—this was regarded
by the Governor as an irregular procedure, but was suffered to pass without public animadversion. The sermon took high ground on the subject
of liberty, and was considerably in advance of the views of the magistrates,
if not of the people at large.

I n May, 1645, he was chosen by the people of Essex on a committee to
draw up a body of laws, to be submitted to the next Legislature ; this
labour was performed chiefly by himself; and the laws were printed in
1648. Thus it appears that, though he was taken off, in a great measure,
from his professional duties, in consequence of ill health, he was still able
to do much in a civil capacity for the public weal.
Towards the close of the year 1645, Mr. Ward returned to England,
and shortly after became minister of Shenfield in Essex. He subscribed
the " Essex Testimony," as minister of the place, and was sometimes
• Hutchinson's Mass. I.—Winthrop'sN. E. I.—Mather's Mag. III.—Mass. Hist. Coll. XIV.
XXVIII.—Young's Chron.—Felt's Eccl. Hist. N. E . I.—Eliot's Biog. Die.—NewcourfsEcpertoiium, I .
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called to preach before the Parliament. He greatly lamented the ttirbulence
of the times, and showed himself very loyal towards his Sovereign. He
died at Shenfield, in the year 1653, aged eighty-three years.
Brook, in his " Lives of the Puritans," says of him—
" He is classed among the learned writers of Emanuel College, Cambridge. He was
a learned man, a pious Christian, an excellent preacher, and the author of many articles
full of wit and good sense, the titles of which have not reached us."
Cotton Mather speaks of him as a man "whose wit made him known to
more Englands than o n e ; " and he says that he had inscribed over his
mantle piece—" Sobrie, juste, pie, late."
In 1647, he published " The Simple Cobbler of Agawam " — a work characterized by great wit and genius. He is supposed to have been the author
of " A Religious Retreat sounded to a Religious Army," printed the same
year with the preceding; and of " A Word to Mr. Peters, and Two
Words to the Parliament and Kingdom ;" and of the " P u l p i t Incendiary."
He also published a short satire against the preachers of London, called
" Mercurius Antimecharius, or the Simple Cobbler's Boy, with his Lap full
of Caveats."
John, a son of Nathaniel Ward, was born Nov. 5, 1606, probably at
Haverhil in England. He was educated in England, and came to this
country in the year/ 1639.. He preached for some time after his arrival
here at Agamenticus, but in 1641 was settled at Haverhill, where he continued till his death, which took place December 27, 1693, at the age of
eighty-seven. About a month before his death, on entering his eightyeighth year, he preached an excellent sermon, but was shortly after struck
with paralysis, which soon brought him to his grave. Cotton Mather says
of him,—and he doubtless testified from actual knowledge—
" He ^vas a person of a quick apprehension, a clear understanding, a strong memory,
a facetious conversation; he was an exact grammarian, an expert [ibysician, and which
was the top of all, a thorough Divine; but which rarely hapiiens, these endowments of
his mind were accompanied with a most healthy, hardy and agile constitution of body,
which enabled him to make nothing of walking on foot a journey as long as thirty miles
together."

James Rogers, another son, was graduated at Harvard College in 1645,
returned with his father to England, and became a physician. In 1649, he
received the degree of Bachelor of Medicine from the University of
Oxford.
A daughter of Nathaniel Ward was married to Gyles Firmin, who was
somewhat conspicuous in his day. He was born in Suffolk, England, in
1614, and w^as educated at the University of Cambridge. He came to
New England in early life, as a physician, and was soon chosen Deacon of
the church in Boston. He was one of the Synod at Cambridge in 1637,
and was a vigorous opposer of the Antinomians. At the end of the civil
wars he returned to England, settled at Stratford, or Strawford, as a clergyman, and was ordained at the age of forty. He continued to preach till he
was ejected by the Act of Uniformity, in 1662 ; after which, he retired to
Redgwell, a small village, where he continued till his death, April, 1697.
He lived to be upwards of eighty. He was distinguished for his learning,
sagacity and charity. He published several works, the most famous of which
is entitled—" The Real Christian, or a Treatise on Effectual Calling."
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THOMAS PARKER.*
1634—1677.
THOMAS P A R K E R was the son of the Rev. Robert Parker, an eminent

Puritan Divine, who, after suffering much for nonconformity in his own country, finally sought a refuge in Holland, where he died in the year 1614.
He (the son) was born in the year 1595, and admitted into Magdalen
College, Oxford; but, after his father's exile, he removed to Dublin,
where he pursued his studies under the famous Dr. Usher. Thence he went
to Leyden in Holland, where he enjoyed the friendship and assistance of
the learned Dr. Ames. He was a most indefatigable student, and his
acquisitions were proportioned to his diligence. Before he had reached the
age of twenty-two, he received the degree of M. A.; and his diploma contained the highest testimony to his proficiency in the various branches of
knowledge. He was urged, by some distinguished individuals, to receive
ordination in Holland ; but the proposal met with opposition in certain quarters, and while the effort was making to remove it, Mr. Parker left the
country.
On his return to England, he still pursued his theological studies, and
settled at Newbury, in Berkshire, where, for some time, he preached and
taught a school. Here he appears to have been an assistant to the celebrated
Dr. Twisse. Being, however, dissatisfied with the ecclesiastical regime of
the time, he joined a few Christian friends from Wiltshire, and came to New
England in 1634. He went first to Agawam, or Ipswich, where he continued
about a year, as an assistant to the Rev. Mr. Ward. In 1635, he commenced the settlement of Newbury, and was then chosen pastor,—the Rev.
James Noyes being, at the same time, chosen teacher. The beautiful river
on which they settled was called Parker's river, because, as tradition says,
he was the first who ascended it in a boat. This was the immediate field of
his labours during the rest of his life. Besides discharging his duties at
Newbury as a minister, he had a school consisting, ordinarily, of twelve or
fourteen scholars; but he received no compensation for these services, unless
in the way of presents ; and he was unwilling to receive any scholars, excepd;
such as were designed for the ministry. He was quite blind during several
of the last years of his life; yet such was his familiarity with the Latin,
Greek and Hebrew languages, that he could still teach them with perfect
ease. Tradition states that certain ministers, who were dissatisfied with
some of his opinions, came to him to reason with him in respect to them ;
and when they addressed him in English, he replied in Latin ; when they
followed him in Latin, he retired to Greek; when they followed him in
Greek, he betook himself to Hebrew; and when they ventured upon
Hebrew, he stepped into Arabic ; and thither they were unable to come.
The calamity of blindness he endured with great composure, and used sometimes to say pleasantly,—" Well, my eyes will be restored shortly, at the
resurrection."
Cotton Mather thus notices his death and character :—
" He went unto the immortals in the month of April, 1677, about the eighty-second
year of his age; and after he had lived all his days a single man, but a.great part of hia
• Mather's Mag , III.—Brook's Lives, III.—Coffin's History of Newbury.
VOL.
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days engaged in Apocalyptical studies, he went unto the Apocalyptical virgins, who follow the Lamb whithersoever he goes."
" He was a person of a most extensive charity; which grain of his temper might contribute unto that largeness of his principles about Church government which exposed
him unto'many temptations amongst his neighbours who were not so principled. He
would indeed express himself dissatisfied at the edge which there was in the writings of
his father against the Bishops; and he did himself write a preface unto a book, whereupon Mr. Charles Chauncy bestowed a short answer, which begins with this shorter
censure—' Let it not be an offence to any Christian that there hath been found one like
to Urijah, the Priest, that would set up the altar of Damascus amongst us, to thrust out
the brazen altar of the Lord's institution; viz. Mr. Thomas Parker, who has published
a book pleading for Episcopacy, wherein is found a colt kicking against his dam.' "

The Rev. Nicholas Noyes, who was for some time a minister of Salem,
writes thus concerning him :—
" Mr. Parker excelled in liberty of speech, in praying, preaching and singing, having
a most delicate, sweet voice; yet he had all along an impulse upon his spirit, that he
should have the palsy in his tongue before he died. His voice held extraordinarily until
very old age; and I think, the more, because his teeth held sound and good until then;
his custom being to wash his mouth and rub his teeth every morning. Some few years
before his death, he began to complain of the tooth-ache, and then he quickly began to
lose his teeth, and now he said, the daughters of his music began to fail him. And
about a year and a half before he died, that which he had long feared befel him, viz:
the palsy in his tongue; and so he became speechless and thus continued until death;
having tliis only help left him, that he could pronounce letters, but not syllables or
words. He signified his mind, by spelling his words, which was indeed a tedious way,
but yet a mercy so far, to him and others. During that time, which was in our flrst
Indian war, when the Indians broke in upon many towns and committed horrible outrages, and tormented such as they took captives, one night he fell into a dreadful tentation, lest the Indians should break in upon Ne-\vbury, and the inhabitants might generally escape by fighting or flying, but he being old and blind and grown decrepit, he must
of necessity fall into their hands; and that, being a minister, they would urge him by
torture to blaspheme Christ, and that he should not have grace to hold out against the
tentation of Indian torture; and with the very fear of this, he was for the most part of
the night in such agonies of soul, that he was on the very brink of desperation; but at
length God helped him, by bringing to his mind, two places of Scripture. That in Isaiah
LI. 12, 13,—' I, even I, am He that comforts thee; who art thou that thou shouldestbe
afraid of a man that shall die, and forgettest the Lord thy Maker.' And that in Romans
VIII., 35, 30.—'Who shall separate us from the love of Christ ? Shall tribulation or
distress or famine or nakedness or peril or sword ? For thy sake we are killed all the
day long—nay, in .all these things we are more than conquerors through him that hath
loved us.' Sleep departed from him that night, by reason of the horror of that tentation; and tlie joy that came towards morning, he was wonderfully affected with; and in
the morning early, he pronounced all this to me, letter by letter, and glorified God. On
hearing some of us laughing very freely, while I suppose he was better busied in his
chamber above us, he came down and gravely said to us,—' Cousins, I wonder you can
be so merry, unless you are sure of your salvation !' He was a very holy and heavenlyminded man, and as much mortified to the world as almost any in it. He scarce called
any thing his own, but his books and his clothes. 'When he was urged to vindicate himself to be the author of the Theses de Traductione Peccatoris ad Viiam, he utterly
refused it; saying, being young at the time when he made them, he was afraid he had
not so fully aimed at the glory of God as he ought to have done. But a while after, one
unbeknown to him in Holland reprinted them, with the name of the author, and set him
forth with more advantage than would have been modest or proper for himself to have
done; giving him his parental as well as personal honour, and saying that his father was
Pater dignus tali Filio; and that he was Filius dignus tali Palrc. Thus ' he that
humbleth himself shall be exalted.'"
"Mr. AYilson once, on occasion of his celibacy, said to him that if there could be
anger in Heaven, his Father would chide him when he came there, because he had not,
like him, a son to follow him. But he had many spiritual children that were the seals
of his ministry. He was also a father to the fatherless; and many scholars were little
less.beholden to him for their education, than they were to their parents for their genera" The occasion of his celibacy was this:—At the time that he meditated marriage, he
was assaulted with violent temptations to infidelity, which made him regardless of every
thmgj in comparison of confirming his faith about the truth of the Scriptures. This
occasioned his fallingJnto the study of the prophecies, which proved a means of confirming lus faith; but he lell so in love with that study, that he never got out of it until hia
death. And the churches had doubtless had much benefit by his profound studies in
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tliat kind, could the Bishops have been persuaded to license his books; which they
refused, because he found the Pope to be prophesied of, where they could not understand it. His whole life, besides what was necessary for the support of it by food and
sleep, was prayer, study, preaching and teaching school. I once heard him say he felt
the frame of his nature"giving way, which threatened his dissolution to be at hand, but
he thanked God he was not amazed at it."
Besides the " Theses de traductione peccatoris ad vitam," already referred to, Mr. Parker published a Letter to a member of the Westminster
A.-.-cmbly on the government in the churches of England, 1644; the
Prophecies of Daniel expounded, 1646; and a Letter to his sister, Mrs.
Avery, on her opinions, 1649. He wrote several volumes of Expositions
of the Prophecies, but none were published, except those on Daniel.

JAMES NOYES.*
1634—1656.
J.vjiES NOTES was born at Choulderton, or, as Brook has it, Chaldrington, in Wiltshire, England, in the year 1608. His father, who had a high
reputation for learning, was a minister and school-master in that town ; and
his mother was a sister of the Rev. Robert Parker, a famous Puritan
Divine. Mr. Thomas Parker, the son of Robert, who afterwards migrated
to America, had much to do in conducting his education. In due time he
was sent to Brazen-nose College, Oxford; and, after completing his studies
there, became assistant to his cousin, Mr. Thomas Parker, in his school at
Newbury, Berkshire. Here he was hopefully converted under the ministry
of Mr. Parker and the celebrated Dr. Twisse, and soon became distinguished for his piety. He afterwards entered upon the work of the ministry ;
but, feeling that he could not conscientiously conform to all the instituted
ceremonies of the Established Church, he formed the purpose of seeking a
home on this side the ocean. Shortly before carrying this purpose into
effect, he was married to Sarah, the eldest daughter of Joseph Brown, of
Southampton. He came to this country in 1634, being accompanied by a
younger brother, Nicholas Noyes, and his cousin, Thomas Parker. These
three, toi.ether with other friends who came with them, observed many
sea.-^ons of fasting and prayer, during the voyage, and both Mr. Parker and
I^Ir. Noyes " preached or expounded every day, unless some extraordinary
thing intervened."
Shortly after his arrival, he was called to preach at Mystic, (now Medford,) and remained there a year. He was invited to become the minister
of ^^'atertown, but declined the invitation, for the sake of becoming associated with ]Mr. Parker and other friends who had come with him from
Kiiglaml, and who were then making a settlement in Newbury. A church
was gathered there, of which IMr. Parker was chosen pastor, and Mr. Noyes
teacher. His views of Church discipline differed from those of many of his
brethren ; and thougli he was so averse to the English ceremonies that he
was willing to leave liis country rather than to submit to them, yet it was
Mather's Mag., III.—Brook's Lives, III.—Coffin's History of Newbury.
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understood that he would have been satisfied with moderate Episcopacy,
He believed that a profession of faith and repentance, and a subjection to
the ordinances of Christ, constitute the scriptural terms of admission to
Church fellowship ; but admitted to baptism the children of those who had
been baptized, without requiring the recognition of any covenant on the
part of the parents. He, as well as his colleague, considered the Sabbath
as commencing on Saturday evening.
Mr. Noyes, at the close of life, endured a long and tedious illness, with
the most cheerful submission. He died October 22,1656, in the forty-eighth
year of his age, having been minister of Newbury more than twenty
years.
His publications are, " Moses and Aaron, or the Rights of Church and
State," and a Catechism, for the special use of his flock. This latter
was reprinted in 1694.
Mr. Noyes left six sons and two daughters, all of whom lived to become
heads of families. His eldest son, James, was born March 11,1640; was graduated at Harvard College in 1659 ; began to preach at Stonington, Connecticut, in 1664 ; was ordained pastor of the church there, September 10, 1674 ;
and died December 30, 1719, in his eightieth year. Moses, another son, was
born at Newbury, December 6,1643 ; was graduated at Harvard College in
1659; was ordained the first minister of Lyme, Connecticut, in 1693, having
preached there twenty-seven years before a church could be formed; and
died November 10, 1726, aged eighty-three.
The following testimony concerning Mr. Noyes, is from his colleague,
Mr. Parker :—
" .Mr. James Noyes, my worthy colleague in the ministry of the Gospel, was a man
of singular qualifications, in piety excelling, an implacable enemy to all heresy and
schism, and a most able warrior against the same. He was of a reaching and ready
apprehension, a large invention, a most profound judgment, a rare and tenacious and
comprehensive memory, fixed and unmovable iu his grounded conceptions, without all
passion or provoking language. And as he was a notable disputant, so he never would
provoke his adversary, saving by the short knocks and heavy weight of argument. He
was of so loving and compassionate and humble carriage, that I believe never any were
acquainted with him, but did desire the continuance of his society and acquaintance.
He was resolute for truth, and in defence thereof had no respect for any persons. He
was a most excellent counsellor in doubts, and could strike at an hair's breadth, like the
Benjamites, and expedite the entangled out of the briars. He was courageous in dangers,
and still was apt to believe the best, and made fair weather in a storm. He was much
honoured and esteemed in the country, and his death was much bewailed. I think he
may be reckoned among the greatest worthies of this age."

JOHN SHERMAN *
1634—1685.
J O H N SHERMAN was born in Dedham, England, December 26, 1613.
He was brought up under the ministry of the celebrated John Rogers,
grandson of the martyr, through whose instrumentality, in connection with
that of his own excellent Christian parents, his mind very early took a
decidedly serious direction. I t is related that he was never chastised at
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school but once; and that was for furnishing to his idle school-mates the
heads of sermons, to enable them to meet the demand which their teacher
made upon them. He was sent at an early age to Emanuel College, Cambridge, where he studied with uncommon diligence and success ; but, when
the time came for taking his degree, he felt obliged to forego the privilege,
on account of his conscientious scruples in respect to the subscription that
was required of him. The consequence was, that he left the University,
bearing the appellation of a " College Puritan."
Regarding his prospects of usefulness in his native country as at best very
doubtful, he resolved on seeking a home in this distant land. Accordingly,
he came to New England in 4634, when he was but twenty years of age.
He preached first at Watertown, as an assistant to the Rev. Mr. Phillips,—
only, however, for a few weeks. His first sermon was on a day of Thanksgiving, kept by the people of the town, in the open air, under a tree.
Several clergymen present on the occasion are said to have "wondered
exceedingly to hear a subject so accurately handled by one who had never
before performed any such public exercise."
Shortly after this, Mr. Sherman removed to New Haven, and, during his
residence there, preached occasionally in most of the towns then belonging to
that Colony. He was remarkably popular as a preacher, insomuch that Mr.
Hooker and Mr. Stone, the ministers of Hartford, said, in a clerical assembly before which Sherman had preached,—" Brethren, we must look to
ourselves and our ministry; for this young divine will outdo us all." He
was earnestly invited to settle as a colleague at Milford, but declined the
invitation, from considerations of delicacy towards the person with whom he
was asked to become associated. He then, for some reasons which are not
now known, suspended the exercise of the ministry, went into civil life, and
was chosen a magistrate of the Colony. After having served the public, in
this capacity, with great acceptance, for two or three years, he resumed the
ministry, contrary to the urgent remonstrances of the Governor and his
assistants. The church at Watertown, upon the death of Mr. Phillips, in
1644, directed their attention to Mr. Sherman as a suitable person to succeed him. He accepted their invitation, though, about the same time, he
was invited to settle over a church in Boston, and had one or two similar
invitations from the city of London.
In October, 1674, some movement was made on the part of the town
towards procuring an assistant for Mr. Sherman ; and overtures were made
to a Mr. Thomas Clark,* on the subject, but they seem not to have been
accepted. In November, 1680, the subject was again agitated, and the
town voted, " in regard of the bodily weakness that is upon Pastor Sherman,
that he stands in need of a helper to carry on the work of the ministry." I t
does not appear, however, that any measures were actually taken for procuring the needed help until near the close of 1684, which was less than a
year before his death.
Mr. Sherman continued to preach, and with great energy, until near the
close of life. His last sermon was preached at Sudbury, from Ephesians,
II., 8. While there, he was attacked with a severe illness, but so far
recovered as to be able to reach home. But his disease, which was an inter• THOHAS CLARK was bom at Boston; was graduated at Harvard College, 1670 • was ordained
»t Cbelmsford, 1678; and died December 7, 1704, aged
fifty-two.
'
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mitting fever, returned with increased violence, and he died on the 8th of
August, 1685, aged nearly seventy-two years.
Mr. Sherman was chosen Fellow of the Corporation of Harvard College,
shortly after his settlement at Watertown, and held the office till the close
of life. He also, once a fortnight, for a period of thirty years, delivered
Lectures, which were regarded as peculiarly valuable, and which were
attended by many of the students of the College, as well as by other
persons in the vicinity. In September, 1679, when the Reforming Synod,
as it was called, convened in Boston, he was one of the joint Moderators of
that body. In 1682, he preached the Sermon before the Convention of Congregational Ministers in Massachusetts,—th^ first sermon on that occasion
now upon record.
The followina; account of Mr. Sherman's character is from an Historical
Sketch of Watertown, by the Rev. Convers Francis, then minister of that
place, (now Professor in Harvard College,) published in the year 1830. It
is substantially Cotton Mather's account, though greatly condensed:—
" Mr. Sherman improved the powers of his mind, naturally strong and penetrating, by
profound and indefatigable study. His philological learning is reported to have been
much beyond the usual attainments even of such as were considered good scholars. But
his favourite studies out of his professional course, were the mathematical and astronomical sciences. In these pursuits he was the first man in the country at that time. He
left many astronomical calculations in manuscript, which were never published. So
desirous was he of being useful, that he sometimes undertook the humble task of preparing almanacs for the community. In these he inserted pious and pertinent reflections,
instead of that frivolous and useless matter with which these publications are so often
tilled. The study of the exact sciences on which he bestowed so much attention, while
it sharpened his powers of reasoning and discrimination, did not impair the energy or
eloquence of his preaching. His sermons are said to have been so distinguished by the
beauties of a rich and fervid imagination, and by an unaffected and impressive loftiness
of style, that he was commonly called the ' golden mouthed preacher.' Though his discourses were frequently extemporaneous, they were always well arranged and full of
thought. Being a devout and unwearied student of the Scriptures, his public instructions enlightened the minds, as well as warmed the hearts, of his hearers. In conversation it was his habit to say but little. But what he said was pointed and likely to be
remembered; and when he was told by his more loquacious companions that he had
learned tlie art of silence, he sometimes advised them to attend more to that art themselves.
So strong was his memory that his own mind, it was said, became his library; and so
highly respected was his judgment, that when he was consulted, as he very frequently
was, his opinion Avas generally considered final. His mental powers remained vigorous
and keen till the time of his death; and his last discourse was listened to with admiration for its richness of thought and energy of language."
Mr. Sherman was twice married. By the first marriage he had six
children ; by the second twenty. His second wife was a grand-daughter
of the Earl of Rivers, whose family were Roman Catholics. Her mother,
a daughter of the Earl of Rivers, was married to a Mr. Launce, a Puritan,
and was herself a Puritan also. The lady who became Mrs. Sherman was,
at the time of her marriage, under the guardianship of Governor Hopkins
of Connecticut. She survived her husband many years, and died in 1710.
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ZECHARIAH SYMMES.*
1684—1671.
Z E C H A K I A H SYMMES was born in Canterbury, England, April 5, 1599.
His father, the Rev. William Symmes, who was ordained in 1588, has
sufficiently indicated his own character by the following testimony in respect
to his parents, and the following charge addressed to his children, which he
inscribed on the fly leaf of a book, in the year 1 6 0 2 : — " I note it as a
special mercy of God that both my father and mother were favourers of
the Gospel, and hated idolatry under Queen Mary's persecution. And I
charge my sons, Zechariah and William, before Him that shall judge the
quick and the dead, that you never defile yourselves with any idolatry or
superstition whatsoever, but learn your religion out of God's Holy word,
and worship God as He Himself hath prescribed, and not after the devices
and traditions of men."
Zechariah Symmes gave indications not only of a serious turn of mind,
but of hopeful piety, from very early life. He was educated at the University of Cambridge. After leaving the University, he was employed as
tutor in several distinguished families ; and in 1621 was appointed lecturer
at Atholines in London. In September, 1625, he left London, and became
the Rector of Dunstable. But being subjected to serious embarrassment
in his ministry, in consequence of being a nonconformist, he resolved to
migrate to New England; and, accordingly, he arrived on these shores in
August, 1634. He was a 'passenger in the same ship with the celebrated
Mrs. Anne Hutchinson, who was afterwards the occasion of so much trouble
to the churches. He was admitted to the fellowship of the church in
Charlestown, on the 6th of December following; and on the 22d of the
same month, which was observed as a day of humiliation and prayer, he
was elected and ordained teacher of the same church,—the Rev. Thomas
Jamest being already its pastor.
The relation between Mr. James and the church seems not to have been
a happy one. After Mr. Symmes had been settled about a year, a difficulty which had for some time existed between Mr. James and the people, in
which Mr. S. also had come to be involved, came to a crisis, and resulted
in the dismission of the pastor,—when Mr. S. succeeded to the vacant office.
The office of teacher was then vacant about three years; though the Rev.
• Brook's Lives.—Winthrop's N . E.—Mather's Mag., III.—Buddington's History of the First
Church in Charlestown.
fXnoMAs JAMES was bom and educated in England, and was a minister in Lincolnshire previous to his removal to this country in 1632. He was elected pastor of the church at Charlestown
«t Its organization, November, 1632, and was set apart to his office by two or three persons who
01! - - ' " ^ l^iinds upon his head and said,—"We ordain thee to be pastor unto this church of
Chnst."' After his dismission in March, 1636, ho removed to New Haven, where he was employed in teaching until 1642, when he joined Mr. Knowles of Watertown, and Mr. Thompson of
Braintree, who were on their way to Virginia, in answer to a request from that Colony that pious
ministers of the Gospel might be sent to them. They returned in about a year; after which Mr
James went back to England, and was settled in the parish church of Nee'dham, but resi>meVhi8
charge, August 21, 1662, on account of his being a nonconformist. After this, he gathered a
U)ngrp;auonal church to which he ministered for some time. He died at a very advanced age
Me had a son, Thomas, who came with him from England, and was settled in 1648, as the first
pastor of the church in East Hampton, Long Island, where he died much lamented in 1696
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John Harvard,* during a part of this time, supplied the pulpit as Mr.
Symmes' assistant. I n 1640, the Rev. Thomas AUent was associated with
Mr. Symmes, as teacher ; but, after filling the place about ten years, he
returned to England. Mr. Symmes was now left alone in the ministry till
the year 1659, when he was again relieved by receiving Mr. Thomas Shepard as his colleague. As Mr. Symmes' faculties were found to be gradually
waning, an attempt was made, in 1669, to associate with him another assistant, —namely, the Rev. John Oxenbridge; but this proved unsuccessful,
as he accepted, about this time, an invitation to settle in Boston. Mr.
Symmes died on the 4th of February, 1671, within a month of completing
his seventy-second year, and in the thirty-seventh year of his ministry at
Charlestown. He preached the Annual Election Sermon in 1648.
Mr. Buddington, in his History of the First Church in Charlestown,—
(himself the pastor of the church,) says :—
" Mr. Symmes appears to have been held in esteem by his contemporaries, and when
we remember who they were, this is no small praise. In respect to ability and literary attainments, he appears to have been respectable; but if we are authorized to form
an opinion from the slender information we possess respecting him, he was more distinguished for his practical talents and general usefulness. ' He knew his Bible well,'
says Cotton Mather, ' and he was a preacher of what he knew, and a sufferer for what
he preached.'"
Some idea may be formed of his remarkable gift of endurance, from the
fact that, on the occasion of the organization of the church at Woburn, he
is said to have " continued in preaching and prayer about four or five hours."
His treatment of the Baptists seems to have been marked with some degree
of severity.
Mr. Symmes lived with his wife Sarah almost fifty years. She is represented as having been eminent for faith, fortitude, cheerfulness and industry.
They had thirteen children,—five sons and eight daughters. Their son
Zechariah was born at Charlestown in 1638, graduated at Harvard College
in 1657, married Susannah Graves of Charlestown in 1669, was ordained,
December 27, 1682, the first minister of Bradford, where he had
previously preached fourteen years, and where he died in 1708, aged
seventy-one.
* Of JOHN HARVARD little is now known. He received his first degree from Emanuel College,
Cambridge, in 1631, and became M. A. in 1635. He had been, for a short tiine, a minister in
England before he came to this country. He was admitted a member of the church at Charlestown, with his wife, on the (ith of November, 1637. He died September 14, 1038. The sum
which he bequeathed to the College which bears his name, was half his estate, and amounted to
seven hundred and seventy-nine pounds. On the "(ith of September, 182-",—just one hundred and
ninety ycnrs after bis death, a noble monument was dedicated to his memory, on the top of the
burying hill in Charlestown, and an address on the occasion delivered by the Hon. Edward
. Everett.
t TH05IAS ALLEN was born at Norwich, England, in 1608, and was educated at the University
of Cambridge. He was afterwards minister of St. Edmonds in Norwich, but was silenced for
nonconformity by Bishop Wren, about the year 1636. He came to New England in 1638, where
he remained till 1651, and then returned to Norwich, where he continued the exercise of his
ministry till the Act of Uniformity in 1662. He afterwards preached to his church, as opportunity offered, till the close of his life. He died September 21, 1673, aged sixty-five. Cotton
Mather speaks of him as " a man greatly beloved." He published. An invitation to thirsty sinners
to come to their Saviour; The way of the Spirit in bringing souls to Christ; The glory of Christ
set forth with the necessity of faith, in several Sermons; A chain of Scripture Chronology from
the creation to the death of Christ, in seven periods. He also, in connection with Mr. Shepard,
wrote a Preffice in 1645 on " Liturgies, &c."
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JOHN LOTHROPP
1684—1653.
J O H N L O T H R O P P was a graduate of the University of Oxford.
He was
originally a clergyman of the Established Church, and was for some time
settled over a parish at Egerton, in the county of K e n t ; but, as he could
not conscientiously remain in that communion, owing to certain requirements which he regarded as both unreasonable and unscriptural, he gave
up his charge and at the same time renounced his orders.
Among the Puritans who left England for the sake of liberty of conscience, was Mr. Henry Jacob. Having taken up his residence at Leyden,
he fell in with the celebrated Robinson, and embraced his peculiar views
of Church government, since known by the name of Independency. In
1610 he published, at Leyden, a short treatise entitled,—" The Divine
Beginning and Institution of Christ's true, visible and material Church."
On his return to England, not long after, he conferred with several of the
most eminent of the Puritans, in regard to the propriety of establishing a
separate church, of the same character with those in Holland; and they
cordially seconded his suggestion. He accordingly called together several
of his friends, and having obtained their consent to unite in Church fellowship upon the principles which he proposed, they laid .the foundation of the
first Independent or Congregational Church in England after the following
manner:—"Having observed a day of solemn fasting and prayer for a
blessing upon their undertaking, toward the close of their solemnity, each
of them made open confession of their faith in our Lord Jesus Christ; and
then, standing together, they joined hands, and solemnly covenanted with
each other, in the presence of Almighty God, to walk together in all God's
ways and ordinances, according as He had already revealed or should
further make them known to them." Mr. Jacob was then chosen pastor,
and others were appointed deacons, with fasting and prayer and imposition
of hands. Mr. Jacob remained with them as their pastor for about eight
years, but in the year 1624, in the hope of extending his usefulness, he
migrated to Virginia, where, however, he soon after died.
Upon the departure of Mr. Jacob, Mr. Lothropp was chosen to succeed
him. I t was not long, however, before the congregation was discovered by
the Bishop's pursuivant, and on the 29th of April, 1632, forty-two of them
were apprehended, and only eighteen escaped. " Of those that were taken,
some were confined in the Clink, some in New Prison, and others in
the Gate House, where they continued about two years. They were then
all released upon bail, except Mr. Lothropp, for whom no favour could be
obtained. He, therefore, petitioned the King (Charles I.) for liberty to
leave the Kingdom; which being granted, he came in 1634 to New England with about thirty of his congregation. During his imprisonment, his
wife fell sick and died. Before she breathed her last, he visited her, and
prayed with her, and then returned to prison.
Mr. Lothropp was greatly esteemed and beloved by his little flock; but
on one occasion they seem to have given him a good deal of uneasiness.
A portion of them, it appears, entertained doubts of the validity of bapVoL. I.
7
'
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tism as administered by their own pastor; and one person actually carried
his child to be re-baptized at the parish church. Some of the members being,
dissatisfied with this, the subject was discussed at a general meeting ; when
it appeared that the majority did not sympathize in these scruples, and it
was resolved " not to make any declaration at present whether or no parish
churches were true churches." Upon this, some of the more rigid, and
others who were not satisfied of the lawfulness of infant baptism, requested and received their dismission ; and then formed a new congregation,^—
supposed to have been the first Baptist congregation in England. Those
who remained then renewed their covenant ' ' to walk together in the ways
of God so far as he had made them known, or should make them known,
to them, and to forsake all false ways."
Governor Winthrop, in his journal, (Sept. 18, 1634,) speaks of " the
Griffin and another ship, now arriving with about two hundred passengers
and one hundred cattle, (Mr. Lothropp and Mr. Simes, two godly ministers
coming in the same ship)." Oct. 5th,—he adds—" Mr. Lothropp, who had
been a pastor of a private congregation in London, and for the same kept
long time in prison, (upon refusal of the oath ex officio,) being at Boston
upon a sacrament day, after the sermon, etc., desired leave of the congregation to be present at the administration, etc., but said that he durst not
desire to partake in it, because he was not then in order, (being dismissed
from his former congregation,) and he thought it not fit to be suddenly
admitted into any other, for example sake, and because of the deceitfulness
of man's heart." This was in accordance with the usage of our fathers on
this subject, which is thus animadverted upon in a letter supposed to have
been written by John Cotton, before coming to this country ;—" I am
constrained to bear witness against your judgment and practice, that you
think no man may be admitted to the sacrament, though a member of the
catholic church, except he be a member of some particular church."
Mr. Lothropp and his people, shortly after they arrived here, went to
Scituate, and he was chosen first pastor of the church there. In 1639, a
difference of opinion arose, which resulted in a division of the church.
One part went to Barnstable, and the pastor accompanied them, and continued his ministrations to them till his death, which occurred Nov. 8,
1653; having served them from the time of their removal fourteen years.
Morton, in his " N e w England's Memorial," says of Mr. Lothropp:—
" He was a man of a humble and broken heart and spirit, lively in dispensation of the word of God, studious of peace, furnished with godly
contentment, willing to spend and to be spent for the cause of the Church
of Christ."
Mr. Lothropp brought with him from England four sons—namely,
Thomas, who settled at Barnstable; Samuel, at Norwich; Joseph, at
Barnstable; and Benjamin, at Charlestown. And after he came to New
England, Barnabas and John, who were the children of a second marriage,
both settled in Barnstable. In his last will, there is mention of two daughters, Jane andBarbarah: to whom, he says, he had aheady given portions ;—
from which it may be inferred that they were probably married ; but whether
they were born in England or America, does not appear.
From Thomas, the eldest son, those of the name of Lathrop in
Plymouth and that vicinity trace their descent. From Samuel, the second
eon, who settled at Norwich, in Connecticut, the numerous families of the
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name in that State, in New-York and Vermont, are descended. The families
in the county of Barnstable are descended from Joseph, Barnabas and John:
and the families of the name, who have lived in Essex county, are supposed
to have descended from Benjami7i, who early settled in Charlestown.
It is not known that Mr. Lothropp ever published any thing, and the only
productions of his pen known to be in existence are two letters addressed
" to the Right Worthy and Much Reverenced Mr. Prince, Governor at Plymouth." These were discovered, not many years ago, in a mass of neglected
papers, and have since been deposited in the Library of the Historical Society of ^Massachusetts, and published in the first volume of the Second Series
of their Collections. The letters are well written for the time, and breathe
a spirit of earnest piety. They have reference to the intended removal
from Scituate to Barnstable.

PETER BULKLY *
1635—1659.
P E T E R B U L K L T was born at Odell, in Bedfordshire, England, January
31, 15S2. He was the son of the Rev. Dr. Edward Bulkly, an eminent
minister, who was the author of a Supplement to Fox's Book of Martyrs.
He was admitted to St. John's College, Cambridge, at the age of about
sixteen, where he received his education, and was subsequently chosen a
Fellow. He had a large estate left him by his father, whom also he succeeded in the ministry, in his native place. I t was but a short time that he
continued to conform to the ceremonies of the Church of England ; but, by
favour of Dr. Williams, Bishop of Lincoln, who connived at his nonconformity, as he had done at that of his venerable father, he continued
unmolested in the exercise of his clerical functions for twenty-one years.
At the end of this period, his case was brought to the notice of Archbishop
Laud, the consequence of which was that he was immediately silenced.
Having now no longer any prospect of ministerial usefulness in his own
country, he sold his estate, and, in 1635, crossed the ocean, in company
with a considerable number of planters, whose settlement he seems to have
taken it upon himself to superintend. After remaining for some months
at Cambridge, he determined to go farther into the interior; and, in 1636,
accompanied by the planters who had come with him from England, he
penetrated a few miles into the wilderness, and commenced the settlement of
a place, which he called Concord, and which has retained the name ever
since. Here, on the 15th of July, 1636, he gathered a church ; and the
next year he was constituted its teacher, and John Jones,t its pastor. Here
• '.Vinthrop's N. E., I.—Mathers Mag., III.—Neal's History of the Puritans, I.—Brook's
Lives, 111.—Noncon. Mem., II.—Holmes' Am. Ann., I.—Mass. Hist. Coll., X.—Ripley's Dedication !-'ermon.—Young's Chron.
t JOHN JONI;S was the son of William Jones of Abergavenny, in Monmouthshire. He entered
Jesus College, Oxford, 1624, at the age of seventeen. He was ordained at Concord, April 6,
Ifi:;', soon ;iftcrhe arrived in this country; and, after remaining there about eight years, removed
with part of his church to Fairfield, Connecticut, where he died about 1664, being upwards of
leverity years of age. His son John graduated at Harvard College in 1643; and a daughter who
wa.s married to Thomas, son of Rev. Peter Bulkly, went with her father to Fairfield, and died
ftbout 1662.
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he expended a large estate, by giving farms to his s e r v a n t s , whom he
employed in husbandry. H e was accustomed, when one had lived with him
a number of years, t o dismiss him from his service, making comfortable
pro-vision for him, and then to take another in his place. H e continued his
labours at Concord, without much interruption, until he was called to his
rest. I n March, 1657, he wrote an epigram in L a t i n , deprecating the idea
of surviving his usefulness. H e was, at that time, enfeebled by disease
as well as b y a g e ; b u t he quickly rallied, and so far recovered, that he
continued to preach nearly two y e a r s , — t i l l a short time previous to his death.
H e died March 9, 1659, in the seventy-seventh year of his age.
Mr. Bulkly was, at one time, b r o u g h t into a somewhat serious difficulty
with a portion of his church. I n consequence of his pressing importunately some charitable work, contrary to the wishes of the ruling elder, an
unhappy division a r o s e ; which, however, was healed a t no distant period,
b y the advice of a council, and t h e abdication of the elder. H e used to
say t h a t , by means of this troublesome affair, he was brought to know
more of God, more of himself, and more of men.
Mr. B u l k l y was distinguished as a scholar, and h e evinced his love of
learning, b y contributing a large p a r t of his own library to establish the
library of H a r v a r d College. H e wrote L a t i n with great ease and elegance ;
and some of his L a t i n verses are still e x t a n t . H e published a work entitled
" T h e Gospel Covenant, or the Covenant of grace opened, & c . " London,
1 6 4 6 . This book was held in such estimation t h a t it passed through
several editions. I t is composed of sermons preached at Concord, upon
Zech. IX., 1 1 , — " T h e blood of thy c o v e n a n t . " Thomas Shepard of Cambridge, speaking of this work, says : —
" The Church of God is bound to bless God for the holy, judicious and learned labours,
of this aged, experienced and precious servant of Jesus Christ, who hath taken much
pains to discover, and that not in words and allegories, but in the demonstration and
evidence of the Spirit, the great mystery of godliness wrajiped up in the covenant; and
hath now fully opened many knotty questions concerning the same, which, happily have
not been brought so full to light until now; which cannot but be of singular and seasonable use to prevent apostacies from the simplicity of the covenant and Gospel of Christ."
Cotton M a t h e r writes as follows : —
" He was a most exalted Christian, full of those devotions which accompany a conversation in Heaven; especially so an exact a Sabbath-keeper, that if at any time he had
been asked whether he had strictly kept the Sabbath, he would have replied, Christianus
sum, intermittere non possum. And conscientious even to a degree of scrupulosity.
That scrupulosity appeared particularly in his avoiding all novelties of apparel, and the
cutting of hair so close that of all the famous namesakes he had in the world, he could
have least borne the surname of that well known author, Petrus Crinitus.
" It was observed that his neighbours hardly ever came into his company, but wh.itever business he had been talking of, he would let fall.- some holy, serious, divine and
useful sentences upon them, e'er they parted: an example many ways worthy to be
imitated, by every one that is called a minister of the Gospel.
" In his ministry he was another Far el, quo nemo tonuit fortius.
He was very
laborious; and because he was, through some infirmities of body, not so able to visit his
flock and instruct them from house to house, he added unto his other public labours on
the Lord's days, that of constant catechising; wherein, after all the unmarried people
had answered, all the people of the whole assembly were edified by his expositions and
applications.
" Moreover, by a sort of winning and yet prudent familiarity, he drew persons of all
ages in his congregation to come and sit with him, when he could not go and sit with
them; whereby he had opportunity to do the part of a faithful pastor in considering the
state of his flock.
" Such was_his pious conduct that he was had in much reverence by his people; and
when at any time he was either hasty in speaking to such as were about him, whereto he
was disposed by his bodily pains, or severe in preaching against some things that others

PETER BULKLT.

53

thought were no way momentous, whereto the great exactness of his piety inclined him,
yet those little stringinesses took not away from the interest which he had in their
hearts; they knowing him to be a just man and an holy, observed hiin."
Mr. Bulkly was first married to a daughter of Thomas Allen of Goldington: her nephew was Sir Thomas Allen, the Lord jMayor of London. By
this marriage he had nine sons and two daughters. After her death, he
lived eight years a widower, and was then married to a daughter of Sir
iiiehard Chetwood. By the second marriage he had three sons and one
daugliter. Edward succeeded him at Concord about 1659, died at
Chelmsford, January 2, 1696, and was buried at Concord. Peter was
graduated at Harvard College in 1660 ; was agent in England in 1676 ;
was Speaker of the House and assistant from 1677 to 1084 ; and died May
24, l o s s . John was graduated at Harvard College in 1642; went to England and settled iu the ministry at Fordham, where he continued for several
years; but, after his ejectment in 1662, he settled as a physician in the
neighbourhood of London. He was eminent for piety and usefulness. He
died near the Tower in London, in 1089, aged sixty-nine. Gershom was
born in December, 1636 ; was graduated at Harvard College in 1655 ; and
was settled over the church in New London, Connecticut, about 1658,
where he continued till 1666, when he took the pastoral charge of the
church in Wethersfield. He resigned his charge on account of bodily
infirmities, many years before his death, which occurred December 2, 1713,
at the age of seventy-seven. From an inscription on his grave stone, it
appears that he was regarded as a man of rare abilities and attainments,
and most extraordinary industry.
John Bulkly, the son of Gershom, was graduated at Harvard College in
169'J, was ordained as the minister of Colchester, Connecticut, December
2U, 1703, and died in June, 1731. He was married in 1720, to Patience,
daughter of John and Sarah Prentice of New London, and was the father
of twelve children. He wrote a preface to R. Wolcott's Meditations, and
published an Flection Sermon in 1713, entitled " The Necessity of Religion
in Societies." In 1724, he published an " Inquiry into the right of the
aboriginal natives to the lands in America." In 1729, he published another
Tract, entitled "An impartial account of a late debate at Lyme, upon the
following points:—whether it be the will of God that the infants of visible
believers should be baptized ; whether sprinkling be lawful and sufficient;
and whether the present way of maintaining ministers, by a public rate or
tax, be lawful." Dr. Chauncy thus writes concerning him :—
'• .Mr. John Bulkly I have seen and conversed with, though, so long ago, that I form
no judgment of him from my own knowledge. Mr. Whittlesey of Wallingford, Mr.
(jhauney of Durham, and others I could mention, ever spoke of him as a first rate
genius; and 1 have often heard that Mr. Dummer and he, who were classmates in College, were accounted the greatest geniuses of that day. Tli^ preference was given to
Dumuier in regard of quickness, brilliancy and wit; to Bulkly, in regard of soKdity of
mind and strength of judgment. Mr. Gershom Bulkly, father of John, I have heard
meiitioneil as a truly great man, and eminent for his skill in chemistry; and the father of
Gershom, .Mr. Bulkly of Concord, was esteemed in his day one of the greatest men in
this part of the world. But by all that I have been able to collect, the Colchester Bulkly surpassed his predecessors in the strength of his intellectual powers."
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JOHN NORTON*
1635—1663.
J O H N NORTON was born of respectable parents at Storford, Hertfordshire, England, May 6, 1606. In his early childhood, he evinced great
precocity of intellect; and, under the instruction of a Mr. Strange, at a
school at Bunningford, he made rapid progress in his studies, and became
distinguished particularly for his facility in writing Latin.
At the age of fourteen, he was entered at Peter-House in the University
of Cambridge. Here he remained until he had taken his first degree ; but,
shortly afterwards, his father experienced some pecuniary embarrassments,
in consequence of which he was obliged to leave the University. During
his residence at Cambridge, a Romish priest, observing that he possessed
remarkable talents, made a vigorous effort to induce him to renounce his
Protestant views, and find a home in the Papal Church; but the effort
proved unavailing.
Being naturally of a gay temper, he was somewhat given, in early life,
to youthful vanities ; though it does not appear that he ever indulged in
any open immorality.
He seems to have had the ministry in view, in the prosecution of his
studies, unless indeed the idea of entering it may have been suggested by
the change in his father's circumstances ; for, immediately after leaving the
University, he became not only usher to the school, but curate to the
church, in his native place. There was in that town a weekly lecture
maintained by several godly ministers in the neighbourhood, one of whom
was the Rev. Jeremiah Dyke, Rector of Epping, a Divine of considerable
eminence. With several of these Mr. Norton became acquainted; and,
under Mr. Dyke's preaching particularly, he was deeply awakened to a
sense of his sinfulness, as a preparation for the joy and peace in believing.
His mind now took a permanent religious direction, and he engaged in the
work of the ministry with views and feelings which he had not before
brought to it.
Previous to this time, his attention had been directed chiefly to literature and science ; but he now gave himself almost exclusively to Theology.
Having acquired uncommon skill in the use of the English language, he
became a very popular, as well as useful, preacher; and, but for his conscientious scruples on the subject of conformity, he might have figured
among the lights of the Established Church. His uncle stood ready to
present to him a valuable benefice ; and Dr. Sibbs, Master of Katherine
Hall, urged him to accept a Fellowship in the University ; but his principles obliged him to decline both. He had also a very decided antipathy to
Arminianism—the system to which a large portion of the English clergy
were, at that time, attached. Under these circumstances, he became a
chaplain in the house of Sir William Masham, at High Lever in Essex.
Here he remained for some time, preaching in a private way, as he had
* Brook's Lives, I I I . New England's Memorial.—Winthrop's N . E . , I . , II.—Mather's Mag.,
I I I . - E m e r s o n ' s History of the First Church in Boston.—Maclure's Life of Norton.—Young'a
Chron.—Felt's Eccl. Hist. N . E., I .
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opportunity; and labouring to improve himself, in the hope that Providence
would open a way for a more public discharge of the duties of his office.
Having become satisfied at length that it was in vain to hope for tho
successful exercise of his function as a minister in his native country, he
formed the purpose of immigrating to New England. In September, 1634,
having married a lady "both of good estate and good esteem," he repaired
to Yarmouth with a view to embark for this Western world. Here he was
joined by the Rev. Thomas Shepard, afterwards the distinguished minister
of Cambridge. They were detained at Yarmouth nearly two months ; and
it was not till towards the close of the year that they succeeded in setting
sail from Harwich, in the Great Hope, a ship of four hundred tons. But
within a few hours after setting out, a violent storm arose, which had well
nigh subjected them to a distressing shipwreck : they were, however, mercifully preserved; though they were unable to proceed on their voyage.
Having now given up the idea of crossing the ocean that season, Mr.
Norton returned to Essex, where he spent the winter with his friends,
among whom was the excellent Mr. Dyke, whom he had so much reason to
remember affectionately, and who now welcomed him almost as one who had
been raised from the dead.
But 3Ir. Norton's purpose to come to America was by no means given up,
though the accomplishment of it was necessarily delayed till the next year.
Governor Winslow, being then in England, as agent for the Plymouth Colony, was authorized to procure a teaching elder to be associated with the
Rev. Ralph Smith,* pastor of the Plymouth Church ; and he requested Mr.
Norton to accept the place. Mr. Norton and the Governor were fellow
passengers in the same ship to this country. They came upon t,he American coast sometime in October, 1635 ; and here they had to encounter
another tempest of forty-eight hours' continuance, which must inevitably
have proved fatal to them, if the ship had not been one of unusual strength.
Ten days after this, they came safely into Plymouth harbour.
^Ir. Norton remained at Plymouth and preached during the winter. But,
though the church urged him to settle among them, and Mr. Smith resigned
in his favour, the state of things in the Massachusetts Colony was more
congenial to his feelings, and he determined to seek his ultimate residence
there. Accordingly, he removed to Boston early in the year 1636, being
then thirty years of age. His extensive knowledge, his profound wisdom,
as well as- his stirring eloquence, now attracted great attention; and the
magistrates of the Colony were glad to avail themselves of his counsel in
si.iiue important matters. He also, about this time, held a public debate
with a French friar, in which he exhibited a skill in dialectics, equally
creditable to himself and embarrassing to his antagonist. He soon received
an invitation to settle as teacher of the church at Ipswich ; but it was not
till after considerable deliberation, that he gave an affirmative answer. He
preached at first, for some time, as an assistant to Mr. Ward, and was not
ordained teacher till IMr. Pvogers was ordained pastor,—February 20, 1638.

church there. In December, 1635, (joviriiur VI iiithrop says that Smith "gave over his place,"
that John .Norton might have it. lie was, howovor, residing there as late as 1641. In November, 164.'), he was talkd to preach at Manchester on ("iipc Ann, and he died at Boston, March 1,
I6ij2. lie was an ultra Congrtyationalist, and was reputed a person of moderate abilities.
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Mr. Norton was followed tp Ipswich by several families, whose chief motive
in coming from England had been to enjoy the benefit of his ministry.
In 1637, he was an influential member of the Synod which sat to compose the differences between the ailvocates and opposers of the famous
Mrs. Hutchinson. This was nothing else than a controversy on the subject of Antinomianism, in which the opposers of the system, by common
consent, gained a signal triumph.
In 1644, William ApoUonius, minister of Middleburg in Holland, by
direction of the clergymen in Zealand, sent a series of questions relating
to Church government, to the Congregational ministers of London; but
they, from some cause, chose \ o refer them to their brethren in this country ; and these latter unanimously devolved the duty of answering them
on Mr. Norton. This service he completed in the year 1645, to the great
satisfaction of all concerned. The work was written in elegant Latin, and
it is said to have been the first Latin book ever written in this country.
While Mr. Norton was known to be engaged upon this work, some of his
hearers professed to observe somewhat of a falling off in his public discourses; and, in the exercise probably of a complaining spirit, of which
they gave neither the first nor the last specimen, they communicated their
thoughts on the subject to the Reverend Mr. Whiting of Lynn ; whereupon
Mr. Norton's excellent neighbour gave him a kindly word of caution on the
subject. Mr. N. received it with all meekness, and, as his hearers thought,
turned it to profitable account.
Sometime in 1760, Mr. Norton drafted a letter in Latin, signed by himself and forty-three other ministers, addressed to a visionary man by the
name of John Dury,* who had been engaged from the year 1635, for a
general pacification and union of all the Protestant churches. The Letter
evinces great discrimination, in connection with an enlarged spirit of Catholicism, especially considering the period at which it was written.
In 1645, he preaclied the Annual Election Sermon before the "Great
and General Court." He preached a second Election Sermon in 1661;
which was published.
Mr. Norton took a leading part in the Synod which met at Cambridge in
1646, and drew up the celebrated Platform of Church Discipline. The
Boston church refused to send messengers, till they heard Mr. Norton
deliver a lecture on the nature of councils, the power of the civil magistrate
to call such councils, and the duty of the churches in heeding their advice
—they then appointed three delegates to accompany their elders, who had
already taken their seats in the Synod.
In 1646, Governor Winthrop and Mr. Norton were appointed, by the
Colony, agents to attend to its affairs in England. It was subsequently
determined, however, that they should not undertake the agency, as the
state of things in England was such as would render them liable to be
* JOHN DUHY was a native of Scotland, and was educated for the ministry in that country. In
1624, he went to Oxford to enjoy the benefit of the public library; and after remaining there a
while, went forth to the work to which he considered himself as specially called—to effect a union
of the different branches of the Protestant Church. In 1634, he published his Plan of union.
He travelled extensively in Germany, Sweden, Denmark and other European countries, labouring with the utmost assiduity, and for many years, not disheartened by the want of success. In
1674, however, he began to yield to discouragement; and, as a last resort, he published a new
explication of the Apocalypse. I t is not "known in what year he died. He was the author of
various works, the titles of several of which show the cast of his opinions.

JOHN NORTON.

57

detained and imprisoned; and their influence at home was deemed too
important to justify any such hazard.
Mr. William Pynchon* of Springfleld had published a work entitled
" The meritorious price of man's redemption," which contained views not in
accordance with the accredited orthodoxy of the day. The Court ordered
the book to be burnt in May, 1652, and also directed Mr. Norton to prepare a refutation of the offensive doctrines contained in it. This work he
performed with great ability, in a book entitled " A Discussion of that great
point in Divinity, the Sufferings of Christ; and the questions about his
active and passive righteousness and the imputation thereof."
When John Cotton lay upon his death bed, his church requested that he
would mention the name of some person whom he deemed most suitable to
be his successor. While the subject was upon his mind, he dreamed that he
saw Mr. Norton riding into Boston upon a white horse, to succeed him ; and
the dream was said to have been fulfilled to the very letter. He recommended Mr. Norton,—not, however, in consequence of his dream, but from
his knowledge of the fact that his people had consented that he should
return to England within one year, unless something special should occur
to mark out for him a different course. But when the Boston church, acting
upon Mr. Cotton's advice, sent some of their members to Ipswich to endeavour to effect Mr. Norton's removal, the matter occasioned great debate,
until at length an honest member of the Ipswich church remarked,—
" Brethren, a case in some things like to this, was once that way determined—' we will call the damsel and inquire at her mouth;' wherefore I
propose that our teacher himself be inquired of, whether he be inclined to
go." Mr. Norton, however, declined the responsibility of deciding the
question ; and it was at length agreed to postpone a final decision, and that
meanwhile he should reside in Boston and wait for further light upon the
path' of duty. On the 18th of May, 1653, the General Court congratulate Mr. Norton on his acceptance of the call from Boston, and order a
letter of thanks to the Ipswich church for their magnanimity in thus consent-.
ing to give up their minister.
Mr. Norton had been about two years in Boston, when the church at
Ipswich was bereaved of its pastor, the Rev. Nathaniel Rogers; and then
they became very earnest that their former teacher, not yet installed in
Boston, should return to them. The Boston church, who meanwhile had
become greatly attached to him, were utterly unwilling to relinquish their
claim upon his services. A large council advised the Ipswich church to
give Mr. Norton an honourable dismission,—as his influence at Boston would
be much more widely felt than at Ipswich ; and several lesser councils did
their utmost to accomplish the same end; but all to no purpose. Mr. Norton, having at length become wearied by the controversy, was on the point
of carrying out his purpose to return to England; in consequence of which,
the Governor and other magistrates, feeling that such a man as he could ill
be spared from the Colony, summoned a council of twelve churches, in the
hope of preventing so great a loss. This last effort proved successful; and
• WILLIAM PyNCHON resided at Springfield in Essex, England; came to New Kngland in 1630;
wag one of the founders of the church and town of Roxbury; was Treasurer of the Massachusetts
Colony; took the lead in settling the town of Springfield in 1636; and returned to England in
1662. He died at Wraisbury in Buckinghamshire, October 10, 1667, aged seventy-two. His son,
John, was, for many years, one of tho leading men in the Massachusetts Colony.
VOL. I.
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Mr. Norton was installed as teacher of the Boston church, (Mr. Wilson
being pastor,) on the 23d of July, 1656.
In 1654, Mr. Norton had a work published in London, in quarto, entitled
" The Orthodox Evangelist." I t is a comprehensive system of Divinity,
written in the style of the times, abounding in minute divisions, and
thoroughly Calvinistic, according to the Puritan standard, in its doctrines.
Mr. Norton's removal to Boston was regarded as an event of importance
to the whole of New England. So much was he esteemed as a preacher,
that people came to hear him from other towns; and some of his former charge
at Ipswich would even travel the whole distance to Boston, for the sake of
hearing him preach the Thursday Lecture. He was often put in requisition
for adjusting ecclesiastical differences in various parts of the Colony; and
he was also the confidential counsellor of those who occupied some of the
highest posts of civil authority. It is said to have been owing, in a great
measure, to his prudent counsels, that serious hostilities were prevented
between the English people and the Dutch, who were settled at Manhadoes.
In 1660, he published a Treatise under the title—" The Heart of New
England rent at the Blasphemies of the present generation." This pamphlet, which was prepared at the request of the Legislature, contained a
violent invective against the Quakers. I t was an offence for which the
Quakers never forgave him ; and they even professed to recognise something judicial in the suddenness of his death.
At the restoration of Charles I I . , in 1660, it was thought advisable to
send deputies to address the King in behalf of New England; and
Governor Bradstreet and Mr. Norton were commissioned to perform this
service. I t was considered, on several accounts, a very delicate mission;
and it was not without great reluctance that they consented to undertake it.
They sailed for England on the 11th of February, 1662, having been
delayed for some time by Mr. Norton's ill health. On their arrival in England, they had an audience of the King, and he received them more favourably than they had expected. Having fulfilled their commission in the best
manner they could, they returned home; but were received with manifest
coldness, from the disapprobation which was felt of the course they had
pursued. The King had given them the assurance that he would ratify to
the Colony its charter ; but then he required that justice should be administered in his name, and that all persons of good moral character should be
permitted to enjoy the ordinance of the Supper themselves, and that of
Baptism for their children. This was regarded by the people as an infringement of their rights ; and the report immediately went abroad that the
agents had sold the liberties of the country. The effect of this upon Mr.
Norton's popularity, even as a preacher, was very great; and the mortification to which he was subjected seems to have been too much for him. On
the morning of the Sabbath, April 5, 1663, he preached as usual, and
expected to preach also in the P M., but was smitten in the mean time by
apoplexy, which almost immediately carried him out of the world. His
funeral sermon was preached on the next Lecture-day by his friend and
neighbour, Richard Mather; and Thomas Shepard vented his sorrow in
some elegiac verses, which were more creditable to his sensibilities and
sympathies, than to his poetical taste or genius.
I t is not known who Mr. Norton's first wife was, previous to her marriage, nor when she deceased. His second wife was Mary Mason of Boston,
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and he was married to her on the day of his installation as pastor of the
church there. I t does not appear that he ever had any children—certainly
none survived him. He left a brother, William, living at Ipswich ; and ho
had also an aged mother, a brother, and three sisters, residing in London.
He made very ample provision for his widow, and left a bequest of ten
pounds to the poor of his church. His widow died in January, 1678.
The following is a list of Mr. Norton's publications:—Responsio ad
totam questionum syllogen, &c.; London, 1648. A Letter in Latin to
John Dury. A Discussion on the Sufferings of Christ, 1653. The Orthodox Evangelist, 1654. Election Sermon, 1657. Life of Rev. John Cotton,
1658. The Heart of New England rent by the blasphemies of the present
generation, &e., 1660. Election Sermon, 1661. A Catechism. Three
choice and profitable sermons on several texts, being the last sermons which
he preached, at the Election, at the Thursday Lecture, and on the Sabbath,
1664.
Mr. Norton left some writings in an unfinished state, which he had
designed for the press, if his life had been prolonged. The principal work
is a large " Body of Divinity," preserved in the archives of the Massachusetts
Historical Society.
Secretary Morton, who was a contemporary, and doubtless an acquaintance, of Mr. Norton, renders him the following honourable tribute, in his
"New England's Memorial:"—
" Although the church in Boston, in a more special manner, felt the smart of this
sudden blow, yet it reflected upon the whole land. He was singularly endowed v.-ith
the tongue of the learned, enabled to speak a word in due season, not only to the
wearied soul, but also a Avord of counsel to a people in necessity thereof, being not
only a wise steward of the things of Jesus Christ, hut also a wise statesman; so that
the whole land sustained a great loss of him."

THOMAS SHEPARD.*
1635—1649.
THOMAS S H E P A R D was born at Towcester, near Northampton, England,
on the 5th of November, 1605. I t was the day, and, according to his own
account, the very hotir of the day, when the famous gunpowder treason
plot was to have been carried into execution in the blowing up of the
Parliament; and it was on account of this that his father gave him the name,
Thomas; "because," he said, " I would hardly believe," (referring to the
skepticism of Thomas,) " that ever any such wickedness should be attempted
by men against so religious .and good a Parliament." His father, William
Shepard, was a native of the same neighbourhood, and was bred to the business of a grocer by a Mr. Bland, whose daughter he married, and by whom
he had nine children. He was a prudent and peaceable man, prosperous in
his business, and a decided Puritan, insomuch that he removed to another
town for the sole purpose of enjoying what he considered an evangelical
ministry. His mother was an eminently godly person,—subject, however,
' .'^hepard's Autobiography.—Brook's Lives, III.—Winthrop's N. E., I., II.—Mather's Mag.,
III.—Albro 3 Life of Shei»rd.—Young's Chron.—Felfs Eccl. Hist. N. E., I .
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to great religious depression ; though, in her latter days, she enjoyed almost
uninterrupted peace. She died when Thomas was about four years old;
but he always cherished the remembrance of her maternal love with the
fondest affection.
When he was about three years of age, he was sent to reside with his
grandparents at Fossecut, in order to avoid an epidemic disease which prevailed in his native place, and which occasioned great desolation throughout
the neighbourhood, reaching even to his father's family. His grandparents,
though in comfortable worldly circumstances, seem to have been both ignorant and irreligious; and they manifested no concern in respect to either
his intellectual or moral training. After a short residence with them, he
went to live in the family of his uncle, who resided in the adjoining town
of Adthorp; but, though he was in some respects better treated here, and
was more contented and happy, yet, in regard to moral influence, his situation was by no means improved ; for here he was trained to a systematic
violation of the Sabbath, in conformity to the "Book of Sports," which
was ordered to be read in all the churches. He seems, however, to have
escaped, in a good degree, the corrupting influence to which he was exposed,
and he did not fail in his later years to reckon this preservation among the
great blessings of his life.
On his return to his father's house, he found that the state of things there
had undergone a sad change. His mother was either dead, or died shortly
after; two of his sisters were married; and, to crown all, his father soon
married a second wife, who seemed to delight in rendering the child's condition as unhappy as possible. After some little time, he was sent to the
Free School in Towcester, where the teacher, a Welshman by the name of
Rice, treated him with extreme severity, and gave him for the time an
actual distaste for learning.
At the age of ten, death deprived him of his father ;—an event which he
sorely deprecated in the prospect, and deeply mourned in the reality. He
was now committed to the care of his mother-in-law, who, in consideration
of his portion of one hundred pounds, became responsible for his maintenance and education. She, however, proved utterly faithless to her trust;
and an arrangement was finally made by means of which he went to live with
his eldest brother, John, who well supplied the place of a father to him,
and towards whom he ever afterwards evinced the deepest sense of obligation. About the same time, the unmerciful Welsh schoolmaster died, and
another of a different character succeeded him, who gave a fresh impulse to
the boy's ambition,—which marked an epoch in the history of his education. So diligent and successful was he in his studies, that, before he had
reached the age of fifteen, he had completed the course preparatory to
entering the University.
As young Shepard's patrimony was by no means adequate to defray the
expense of his education at the University, a Mr. Cockerill, a Fellow of
Emanuel College, Cambridge, having fallen in with him, and being favourably impressed by his appearance, undertook to procure for him the necessary aid ; and, through the kindness of this gentleman, provision was made,
by means of which he entered Emanuel College, as a pensioner, in the year
1619. Up to this period, though he seems occasionally to have been the
subject of serious impressions, insomuch that he would engage for a time in
secret prayer, yet he had no abiding sense of the obligations of religion.
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He applied himself now diligently to study, and grew proud of his acquirements. In the second year of his College course, he was brought near to the
grave by the small pox ; and this, in connection with the pungent preaching to which he listened about that time, was the means of arousing his
attention temporarily to the concerns of his soul. But these iropressions
were quickly, in a great degree, effaced ; and he became more presumptuous iu his sinful course than ever. He was even left to fall into a state of
beastly intoxication; but, when he awoke from his unnatural slumber, he
awoke to the keenest sense of guilt and shame. Then followed a long
period of agonizing conviction and deep darkness. Even after his views of
spiritual things began to undergo a change, he was sorely buffeted by
temptations, sometimes being inclined to embrace the doctrine of the
Familists or Antinomians, and sometimes to doubt the genuineness of
Christ's miracles, and the Divine authority of the Scriptures. At length,
however, his mind became tranquillized ; and it was manifest to all that a
renovating process had passed upon his whole character. He seemed to
breathe a purer atmosphere, and to live in a new world. But, though he
spent much time in religious exercises, he did not neglect his college
studies; on the contrary, he was sensible of an increased intellectual
activity, from the spiritual influence which now habitually pervaded and
controlled his mental operations. He took the degree of B. A., in 1623,
and left college, on the completion of his course of study, in 1625, with a
high reputation for scholarship, and with the usual honours of the University.
He proceeded M. A. in 1627.
About six months previous to the last mentioned date, he went to
reside in the family of the Rev. Thomas Welde, (then of Tarling, Essex,
afterwards minister of the church in Roxbury,) from whom he received
important aid in the prosecution of his theological studies. Here also he
became acquainted with Thomas Hooker, who was about that time appointed
a lecturer at Chelmsford, Essex, and whose ministry proved eminently
useful to him. At this period, he was exercised with no small degree of
solicitude as to the course he should pursue after he had taken his Master's
degree ; for he would be left without any pecuniary resources, and with
little prospect, owing to the peculiar religious state of England, of finding
any employment for which he was fitted. But, while he was in this state of
perplexity, an opportunity for preaching the Gospel unexpectedly presented,
of which he gladly availed himself.
A Doctor Wilson (brother, it is supposed, of John Wilson, afterwards
minister of Boston,) had resolved to establish a lecture in some town in
that county,—the lecturer to receive for his services thirty pounds a year.
It was finally established in a town called Earles-Colne ; and Mr. Shepard
having, by advice of several ministers, received the appointment, readily
accepted i t ; and, immediately after taking the degree of M. A., and receiving Deacon's orders from the Bishop of Peterborough, he entered on his
labours. He found in the place but a single individual, who seemed to him
to have much regard for spiritual religion ; but his earnest, evangelical
preaching was quickly instrumental of producing a different state of things,
and many, not only in that town, but in the surrounding region, thought
themselves savingly benefited by his ministrations. He remained there
during the three years for which the lecture had been established ; and, by
the urgent request of the people, he continued his labours among them
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about six months longer; though his nonconformity had, by no means, passed
unnoticed, and it ultimately created a necessity for his leaving the place.
On the 16th of December, 1630, he was summoned to London to answer
to Bishop Laud for his alleged irregular conduct. As the result of an
exciting and painful interview, of which Mr. Shepard has left a full account,
the Bishop peremptorily forbade him to " preach, read, marry, bury, or
exercise any ministerial function in any part of his diocese."
After this sentence had been passed upon him, he returned to EarlesColne, where he had many friends, who sympathized in his trials, and
regretted, on their account, as well as his, the interruption of his labours.
Here he remained about six months ; and, during this time, instituted a more
particular examination in regard to the various usages and ceremonies to
which he was required to conform,—the result of which was, that he was
less disposed to adhere to the Establishment than he had ever been before.
While he was engaged in these inquiries. Bishop Laud came into the neighbourhood, on a visitation; and, hearing that he was still at Earles-Colne,
cited him to appear before the Court at Peldon. He did appear accordingly, and had a second conference with the Bishop, which issued in his being
required immediately to leave the place.
A few days after this. Bishop Laud was to hold a visitation in Dunmore,
Essex ; and Mr. Shepard, Mr. Welde, and two or three others, for some
reason, resolved to attend. The Bishop, having ascertained that Mr.
Shepard was in the house, was inquiring about him, and the pursuivant was
upon the look-out to discover and arrest him, when a friend, who perceived
his danger, seized him, and drew him forcibly from the church; and immediately mounting his horse, he rode away with great speed, and thus
made his escape.
Previous to this time, he had an invitation to act as chaplain in the
family of Sir Richard Darley, in Yorkshire,—to receive as a compensation
his board and twenty pounds a year. He now accepted this invitation, and
the rather, as he had some hope of being able to exercise his ministry for
the benefit of others besides Sir Richard's family. On his way thither, he
was in imminent danger of being drowned in the attempt to cross a river,
and he regarded his preservation as scarcely less than miraculous. On
arriving at his new home, he was greatly shocked to find himself in the
midst of an irreligious and profane family; in addition to which, the lady
manifested towards him a spirit of haughty reserve. Shortly after he
entered the family, he was called upon to preach on occasion of the
marriage of one of the daughters. This sermon was, under God, the
means of a great moral and religious change in the household. Some of
the members soon after became decidedly pious, and all of them manifested
a decent respect for religion.
In tlie family of Sir Richard, there resided a young lady,—a relative of
his, of tlic name of Margaret Toutvillc ; and she was the first to feel the
power of the sermon just referred to. She was then about twenty-seven
years of age,—a person of good sense and uncommonly amiable and excellent
qualities ; and Mr. Shepard soon began to think of taking her as a companion for life. She was not disinclined to listen to his proposals, and Sir
Richard and his whole family favoured the connection ; and tlie result was,
that he was married to this lady in 1632, after he had resided in the family
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about a year. I t turned out to be, in every respect, and to both parties, a
most fortunate alliance.
After his marriage,—his wife not wishing to remain in Sir Richard's
family,—he accepted an invitation to Heddon, Northumberland, a town
about five miles from Newcastle, on the Tyne ; for, though it was an obscure
place, its very obscurity led him to hope that he might labour there undisturbed. In this retired spot, his labours were attended with very considerable success; but, having remained there about a year, he removed, for
some reason not known, to a neighbouring town. Here, however, his old
troubles were renewed, and he was forbidden by authority any longer to
exercise publicly his function as a minister. After this, he went from place
to place, preaching wherever he could find opportunity, until at length he
thought it most prudent to take refuge in the house of a friend. Here his
first child was born, and, for several days, he had the most painful apprehensions that the event would be followed by the death of the mother.
At this juncture, Mr. Shepard finding himself hedged in on every side,
began to meditate seriously the purpose of looking for a home in this new
world. His mind was soon made up to avail himself of the first opportunity
to migrate; and accordingly, in the beginning of June, 1634, accompanied
by his wife, child, and maid servant, he left Newcastle secretly, for fear of
the pursuivants, on board a coal vessel, bound to Ipswich. Having remained a short time at Ipswich, where he had friends, he made a journey to
Earles-Colne, and lived there very privately, in the family of a friend,
during the summer of 1634. As several of his friends, among whom was
John Norton, were preparing to come to New England at the close of the
summer, he determined to accompany them. They expected to sail in the
ship Hope, from Ipswich, in the early part of September.
Accordingly, in due time, Mr. Shepard repaired with his family to
Ipswich, but the ship was not ready to sail, and they were detained there
six or eight weeks. During this time, Mr. Shepard and Mr. Norton were
concealed in the house of a worthy man, who counted no sacrifice great that
might contribute to their safety. Their enemies were on the alert to find
them, and a plan was actually laid to secure their arrest; but it was
defeated by the powerful operation of conscience in one of the parties concerned.
On the 16th of October, 1634, Mr. Shepard and his friends set sail from
Harwich, a seaport in Essex; but they had proceeded only a few leagues,
before they were overtaken by a storm which brought them into the utmost
peril, insomuch that, for many hours, the loss of the vessel and all on board
seemed inevitable. At the moment when all human help was felt to be
unavailin;^-, 31r. Shepard and Mr. Norton, in different parts of the vessel,
engaged with the passengers in earnest prayer to the Ruler of the storm,
for their preservation ; and almost immediately there was a perceptible
abatement of the violence of the wind. They finally succeeded in effecting
a safe landing at Y'armouth. But here a fresh trial awaited Mr. Shepard
and his wife; for their infant child, in passing from the ship to the shore,
was seized with a violent illness, which, after a fortnight, terminated
fatally. AH these afflictions Mr. Shepard bore with the utmost resignation,
making them the occasion of a fresh examination of the motives in which
had originated his purpose of leaving England. However his resolution to
remove might have temporarily faltered, it soon recovered its former
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strength, and he determined that he could lose no time in making the
requisite preparation for a second departure.
He considered it as only a dictate of prudence to pass the time, previous
to his embarkation, in the most retired place that he could find : accordingly,
through the kindness of some of his friends, he was accommodated with a
dwelling a few miles from Norwich, where he passed the winter of 1634-35,
without molestation. He occupied himself, during this time, in writing the
little work, entitled " Select Cases Resolved,"—which was first published in
London, in 1648. Early in the spring, he went with his wife to London,
accompanied by an intimate friend, to make the necessary preparation for
another attempt to leave England. On their arrival, they were provided
with comfortable, but very private, quarters ; and, within a day or two,
they had another son born, whom they named Thomas, after his brother
who died at I'armouth. Before they had been long in London, their hiding
place was discovered; and it was by a hasty removal from the dwelling they
occupied, that they were enabled to keep out of the hands of the pursuivants. They remained in London during the summer of 1635, in the closest
secrecy, and in constant and imminent peril; though they had Christian
friends near them, who took care that their wants were well supplied.
Towards the close of summer, they began to make the immediate preparation
for their intended voyage,—several of their intimate friends, among whom
was John Wilson, having resolved to accompany them. Accordingly, on
the 10th of August, 1635, the company embarked on board the ship Defence,
of London, commanded by Captain Thomas Bostock. There is reason to
believe that Mr. Shepard embarked in disguise, and under the assumed name
of his brother, " John Shepard, husbandman."
The ship in which they embarked was old, rotten and unseaworthy ; and,
in the first storm they encountered, she sprung a leak, and it was with some
difficulty that they succeeded in repairing the damage. After a rough, disagreeable passage of fifty-four days, they came in sight of land, on the 2d
of October, 1635, and the next day they landed safely at Boston, where
they were received with all good will and hospitality. After a day or two,
(Monday, October 5th,) Mr. Shepard and his family removed to Newtown,
which was to be their future residence.
Mr. Hooker and Mr. Stone having removed, with the great body of their
people, from Newtown to Connecticut river, Mr. Shepard and his company
resolved to occupy the place which they had vacated; and, accordingly, on
the 1st of February, 1636, they organized themselves into a church—the
first permanent one in Cambridge, and the eleventh in Massachusetts. Mr.
Shepard was constituted their pastor shortly after, but of the exact date
there is no record.
Within a fortnight after the organization of the church, Mr. Shepard
experienced a heavy domestic afiiiction in the death of his wife. She had
suffered much from her passage across the ocean, and finally had taken a
severe cold, which brought on a consumption that terminated her life. She
died in all the joyful tranquillity of Christian hope ; and the behaviour of
the bereaved husband was a beautiful specimen of devout trust and submission.
Scarcely had Mr. Shepard commenced his ministerial labours, before he
became involved in the famous Antinomian or Familistic controversy, which,
for several years, convulsed many of the churches. He made a vigorous and
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earnest stand against the innovators,—exposing, both publicly and privately, the delusions to which they had surrendered themselves. He was one
of the most active members of the famous Synod by which the storm was
finally (juelled.
Sometime in the course of the year 1636, Mr. Shepard was invited to
assist in the organization of the second church in Dorchester, of which
Richard Mather was to be the pastor; but he was so dissatisfied with the
relation of Christian experience, given by those who were to constitute
it, that he, with the other elders, refused to proceed. After his return
home, he wrote to Mr. Mather explaining and vindicating his course; and
Mr. Mather, instead of being dissatisfied, returned an answer, fully justifying the conclusion to which the council had arrived. The result seems to
have produced a favourable effect on the people of Dorchester ; for, within
a few months, the council was reassembled, the previous diificulties removed,
the Church organized, and Mr. Mather set apart as its pastor.
In October, 1637, Mr. Shepard was married to Joanna, eldest daughter
of the Rev. Thomas Hooker, his early friend and counsellor. By this marriage he had three children. On the 2d of April, 1646, she gave birth to a
son, and died three weeks afterwards. She seems to have been remarkable
for intellect, discretion, loveliness and piety.
Mr. Shepard was deeply impressed with the importance of making early
and substantial provision for the interests of education ; and there is good
reason to believe that he had an important agency in originating and carrying forward the measures which resulted in the establishment of Harvard
College. One reason which was given for fixing the College at Cambridge,
was, that it might be under the immediate influence of Mr. Shepard's ministry.
In 1640, he, in common with many other ministers, was subjected to very
serious embarrassment, on account of the inability of the Colonists, growing
out of peculiar circumstances, to meet their pecuniary obligations. For a
short time, he contemplated seriously a removal to what is now Middletown,
Connecticut; and his father-in-law, Mr. Hooker, seems to have favoured i t ;
but, upon mature refiection, he dismissed the project, and a change of times
soon rendered his circumstances more easy.
On the 8th of September, 1647, Mr. Shepard married, for his third wife,
Margaret Boradel, by whom he had one son. But his work was now drawing to a close. In August, 1649, on returning from a meeting of ministers
at Rowley, he took a severe cold, which brought on quinsy accompanied
with fever, and that quickly terminated his life. He died August 25,
1640, in the forty-fourth year of his age, deeply lamented by the whole
Colony. He was buried at Cambridge ; but there remains no stone to
mark the spot. His friend, IMr. Bulkly of Concord, wrote a Latin elegy
on the occasion of his death, of which Cotton Mather has preserved the
two following lines :—•
"Nominis, ofHciiq; fiiit concordia dulcis;
" Officio pastor, nomine pastor erat."
His name and office sweetly did agree,
Shepard by name and in his ministry.

Notwithstanding Mr. Shepard performed an immense amount of labour,
he never had a vigorous constitution, and was subject to frequent attacks
VOL. I.
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of illness. Johnson,* who was his contemporary, and doubtless knew him
well, speaks of him as " a poor, weak, pale complexioned man, whose
physical powers were feeble but spent to the full;" and Mr. Shepard says
of himself, that he was " very weak, and unfit to be tossed up and down,
and to bear'persecution."
Morton,! in making a record of his death, says,—
"He was a soul-searching minister of the Gospel. By his death, not only the
church and people of Cambridge, but also all New England, sustained a very great
loss. He not only preached the Gospel profitably and very successfully, but also hath
left behind him divers worthy works of special use, in reference to the clearing up of
the state of the soul to God and man; the benefit whereof those can best experience,
who are most conversant in the improvement of them."
Johnson speaks of him as—
" That gracious, sweet, heavenly minded and soul ravishing minister, in whose soul
the Lord shed abroad his love so abundantly, that thousands of souls have cause to
bless God for him, even at this very day, who are the seal of his ministry; and he a
man of a thousand, endowed with abundance of true saving knowledge for himself
and others."
Jonathan Jlitchell, Shepard's successor in the ministry, referring to the
few years in which he had been privileged to sit under his preaching,
says,—
"Unless it had been four years living in Heaven, I know not how I could have more
cause to bless God with wonder than for those four years."
Various testimonies have been rendered, on both sides of the Atlantic,
to Mr. Shepard's excellence as a writer. President Edwards' estimate of
him in this respect may be gathered from the fact, that, out of one hundred
and thirty-two quotations, which he makes ffom various authors, in his
Work on the Affections, more than seventy-five are from Mr. Shepard.
The following is a list of his publications :—New England's Lamentation
for Old England's Errors, 1645. Singing of Psalms a Gospel Ordinance,
1647.
Select Cases Resolved, 1648. First Principles of the Oracles of
God, 164^^. Clear Sunshine of the Gospel breaking upon the Indians, 1648.
Answer to Ball, 1648. Theses Sabbaticte, 1649. The Liturgical Consideration, in reply to Dr. Gauden, 1661. Church Membership of Children,
1663.
The Saint's Jewell, 1692. Sincere Convert, (several editions,)—the
last, 1692. Sermons on the Parable of the Ten Virgins, 1695. Sound
Believer. Caution against Spiritual Drunkenness: a Sermon. Subjection to
Christ in all his Ordinanes, &c., the best way to preserve liberty. Ineffectual
Hearing of the Word of God. Meditations and Spiritual Experiences: a
Diary from November, 1640, to December, 1641.
Mr. Shepard's works were first published in a uniform edition, by the
Doctrinal Tract and Book Society, (Boston,) in 1853.
* Capt. EDWARD JOHNSON came from Heme-Hill, a parish in Kent, in 1630,. and resided at
Charlestown. In 164:i, he was chosen Representative, and was annually re-elected, with the
exception of 1648, till 1G71. He was the t^peaker of the House in 1655. In 1665 he was
appointed on the committee to meet the Commissioners who had come from England. He died
April 2:1, 1682, aged probably upwards of seventy, and leaving five sons, whose descendants are
numerous. He was the author of a work, entitled " History of New England from the English
planting in 1628 till 1652; or Wonder M'orking Providence of Zion's Saviour." It has been
reprinted in the Mass. Hist. Coll., second series—II., I I I . , IV., V I I . , V I I I .
t NATHANIEL MORTON was born in England in 1612, and was the son of George Morton, who
came to this country in July, 162::!, and died at Plymouth in June, 1624, leaving a widow,—the
sister of (Governor Bradford, and four sons. Nathaniel Morton was appointed, in 1645, Secretary
of the Colony Court, and held the office till his death, June 28, 1685. He wrote, in 1680, a brief
ecclesiastical history of the church at Plymouth, in the Records of the church, which is preserved
by Hazard; and " New England's Memorial, or a brief relation of the most memorable and retoarkable paj^ages of the providence of God, manifested to the pbanters of New England." It was
first published in 1669, but has since passed through several editions.
"
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Mr. Shepard left three sons :—
Thomas, the eldest, was born in London, April 5, 1635; butwas baptised in
New I'ngland, in February following. In 1653, he was graduated at Harvard
College, of wliich he was afterwards a Fellow. He was married to Hannah
Tyiig, November 3, 1656. He was set apart as teacher to the church in
Charlestown, Massachusetts, (the Rev. Zechariah Symmes being pastor,)
April 13, 1659. In May, 1672, he preached the Election Sermon, which
was published the next year at Cambridge, and is entitled " Eye Salve, or
a AVatehword from our Lord Jesus Christ unto His Churches," &c. He
died of the small pox, (to which he exposed himself by visiting one of his
parishioners, who was suffering from the disease,) December 22, 1677, in
the forty-third year of his age. At the next Commencement at Harvard
College, the President (Rev. Urian Oakes) pronounced an eloquent eulogy
upon his friend, Mr. Shepard, in a Latin Oration delivered before the
Alumni and officers of the institution. From this tribute to his memory we
learn that—
"He was possessed of undissembled piety and uncommon learning, united with
modesty, amiable manners, and noted industry. His countenance was grave; his
words well considered and weighty; and his gestures becoming and unafl'ected. He
was of a very sedate turn, sincere and open, possessed of a fertile mind and a penetrating judgment, and distinguished for the mildness and sweetness of his manners."
Samuel, a son by the second marriage, was born at Cambridge, October
18, 1641 ; was graduated at Harvard College in 1658, of which he also
became a Fellow; was ordained the third pastor of the church in Rowley in
1655, and died April 7, 1668, in the twenty-seventh year of his age. The
Rev. Jonathan Mitchell says of him,—
" He was a pious, holy, meditating, able, choice young man—one of the flrst three.
He WHS an excellent preacher, and most dearly beloved at Rowley."
Jeremiah, a son by the last marriage, was born August 11, 1648 ; was
graduated at Harvard College, 1669 ; was ordained at Lyme, Connecticut,
October 6, 1679 ; and died June 2, 1720, aged seventy-two, after a ministry
of forty-one years.
]\Ir. Shepard's third wife, who survived him, married Jonathan Mitchell,
his successor in the church at Cambridge.
Thomas Shepard (the third) was the son of the Rev. Thomas Shepard
of Charlestown, and was born July 5, 1658 ; was graduated at Harvard
College in 167G; was ordained pastor of the church in Charlestown, as successor to his father, May 5, 1680,—Mr. Sherman of Watertown and
President Oakes officiating on the occasion ; and died June 7, 1685, after an
illness of one or two days, when he was a month short of twenty-seven.
He left no male issue. His family had been short lived, and he had a presentiment that he should die early. Cotton Mather represents him as
strongly opposed to Arminianism, as a laborious student, a faithful pastor,
and an eminently devout and godly man.
Anna, the sister of the preceding, and daughter of the first Thomas
.^hepard of Charlestown, was married, in 1682, to Daniel Quincy. They
had one son, named John Quincy, born July 21, 1689. Elizabeth, the
daughter of .John Quincy, married \VilIiaiii Smith,* the minister of Weymouth. Abigail, the daugliter of William Smith, married John Adams,
• WILLIAM SMITH was a native of Cha,rlcHtown; was graduated at Harvard College in 1725;
was ordained at AVeymouth. December 4, 17:it; and died September 29, 1783, aged seventy-seven.
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afterwards President of the United States, and was the mother^ of John
Quincy Adams, who was thus a descendant; in the sixth generation, from
Thomas Shepard of Cambridge.

PETER HOBART.^
1635—1678.
P E T E R H O B A R T was born at Hingham, in the county of Norfolk, England, in the latter part of the year 1604. He was the son of Edmund
Hobart, who migrated to New England in 1633, settled in Charlestown,
thence removed to Hingham in 1635,—which town he represented in the
General Court from 1639 to 1642. He died in 1646.
He (the son) was early devoted to God by his parents, who, though
living in a most irreligious and profligate community, were themselves
models of Christian excellence, and were intent on the religious education
of their children. He was sent, while very young, to a grammar school in
the neighbourhood in which he was born, where he made great proficiency
in his studies. He was afterwards, for some time, at the free school at
Lynn, whence, after having gained the requisite qualifications, he passed to
the University of Cambridge. Here he remained until he was admitted to
the degree of B. A . ; and, through his whole collegiate course, maintained a
high character for diligence, sobriety, and piety.
After leaving the University, he engaged in teaching a grammar school;
and, during this time, lodged in the house of a clergyman of the Established
Church, who, though not friendly to the Puritans, sometimes set young
Hobart to preach for him. In due time, he returned to the University and
took the degree of M. A. After this, he was occasionally allowed to preach
for a short time in different parishes ; but the privilege was at best an
uncertain and precarious one. He, however, by the blessing of God upon
the united discretion and frugality of himself and his excellent wife, was
enabled to gain a comfortable subsistence. His last place of abode in England was Haverhil, in Suffolk, where his labours were attended with marked
success.
His parents, brothers and sisters had already found a home in New England, and were earnestly desirous that he should follow them; and their
solicitations, in connection with the embarrassments which he experienced,
and the greater difficulties he had reason to fear, as the consequence of his
nonconformity, finally availed to induce the determination to make the
change. Accordingly, in the summer of 1635, he took ship with his wife
and four children ; and, after a voyage rendered tedious by almost uninterrupted sickness, he arrived at Charlestown in safety, where he found his
relatives ready to meet him with a joyful welcome.
Soon after his arrival in New England, he received invitations from
several chufches to become their minister ; but he preferred to settle with
his friends upon a new plantation. To this they gave the name of Hingham,
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in remembrance, no doubt, of their former place of residence in England.
Here he gathered a church, and continued its laborious and faithful minister
for many years. After he had been some time in this country, his former
charge at Haverhil testified the high estimate they had placed upon his
services, by sending him an urgent invitation to return to them ; and, though
he seems to have been not altogether disinclined to comply with their
request, yet circumstances occurred, which he thought rendered it inexpedient, if not impracticable.
Before he had been long settled in his new home, he met with a severe affliction in the death of his wife ; but he behaved under it with great meekness
and resignation. He was afterwards married again, and the connection, like
the former, proved a blessing to him.
In the spring of the year 1670, he was visited with a severe illness, which,
for some time, seemed likely to have a fatal issue ; but he manifested a strong
desire to live a little longer, especially that he might make some more direct
efforts in behalf of the young people of his congregation, as well as superintend the education of his own younger children. Providence mercifully
added eight years to his life, during which he fully redeemed his pledge in
respect to the youth of his charge, by preaching many sermons and making
other special efforts, with a view to their benefit. At length, he was found
to be evidently sinking under the inroads of disease, and the infirmities of
age. In the summer of the year 1678, his hold of life had apparently
become so feeble that there seemed little prospect of his continuance even
for a short time. He, however, subsequently, so far rallied as occasionally
to get abroad, and to aid in the administration of the Lord's Supper. About
eight weeks before his death, he assisted in the ordination of his successor ;
after which, he joined with an assembly of ministers and other Christians at
his own house, in joyfully singing the song of the aged Simeon,—" Now
lettest thou thy servant depart in peace." His spirit, not without some
intervals of darkness, was evidently growing brighter and holier in its exercises, till it was called to mingle in more glorious scenes. He died January
20, 1678, in the seventy-fourth year of his age.
Mr. Hobart had eleven children,—eight sons, and three daughters. Of
his sons, four were ministers. Joshua was born in England; was graduated
at Harvard College in 1650 ; was ordained at Southold, Long Island,
October 7, 1674; and died February 28, 1717, in his eighty-ninth year.
Jeremiah was born in England, April 6, 1 6 3 1 ; was graduated at Harvard
College in 1650 ; was ordained at Topsfield, Massachusetts, October 2,
1672 ; was dismissed September 2 1 , 1680; was installed at Hempstead,
Long Island, in 1688 ; was dismissed from his second charge about the close
of the centur;^ ; was installed at Haddam, Connecticut, November 14, 1700 ;
and died March, 1715, aged eighty-four. Gershom was born at Hingham,
Massachusetts ; was graduated at Harvard College in 1667 ; was ordained
at Groton, Massachusetts, November 26, 1679 ; and died December 19,
1707, aged sixty-two. Nehemiah was born at Hingham, November 2 1 ,
1648; was graduated at Harvard College in 1667; after preaching two
years at Newton, was ordained there, December 23, 1674, as successor to
the Rev. John Eliot; and died August 25, 1712, aged sixty-three. He
published a sermon entitled, " The absence of the Comforter described and
lamented." I t is said upon his tombstone that " his singular gravity,
humility, piety, and learning, rendered him the object of deep veneration
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and ardent esteem to men of science and religion." Japheth, another son of
Peter Hobart, was born in April, 1647, and was graduated at Harvard College, in 1667. Before the time for taking his second degree, he went to England in the capacity of a surgeon of a ship, with a design to proceed thence
to the East Indies, but never was heard of afterwards.
The following is Cotton Mather's account of Peter H o b a r t : —
" H e was mostly a morning student; and yet he would improve the darkness of the
evening also for solemn, fixed, and illuminating meditations. He was much admired
for well studied sermons; and, even in the midst of secular diversions and distractions,
his active mind would be busy at providing materials for the composure of them. He
much valued that rule,—study standing; and until old age and weakness compelled
him, he rarely would study sitting. And when he had an opportunity to hear a sermon from any other minister, he did it with such a diligent and reverent attention, as
made it manifest that he worshipped God in doing of it. And he was very careful to
be present still at the beginning of the exercises, counting it a recreation to sit and
wait for the worship of God.
Moreover, his heart was knit in a most sincere and hearty love towards pious men,
though they were not in all things of his own persuasion. He would admire the grace
of God in good men, though they were of sentiments contrary unto his; and he would
say,—' I can carry them in my bosom.' Nor was he by them otherwise respected.
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
" Pride expressed in a gaiety and bravery of apparel, would also cause him with
much compassion to address the young persons with whom he saw it budding, and
advise them to correct it, with more care to adorn their souls with such things as
were of great price before God : and here likewise his own example joined handsomeness with gravity, and a moderation that could not endure a show. But there was no
sort of men from whom he more turned away than those, who, under a pretence of
zeal for Church discipline, were very pragmatical in controversies and fnriously set
upon having all things carried their way, which they would call the rule; but at the
same time, were most insipid creatures, destitute of the life and power of godliness,
and perhaps immoral in their conversations. To these he would apply a saying of
Mr. Cotton's, that 'some men are all church and no Christ.' "

HUGH PETERS.*
1635—1641.
H U G H P E T E R S was born at Fowey in Cornwall, England, in the year
1599.
His father was a respectable merchant, and his mother was highly
connected, being of the ancient family of the Treffys in that town. At the
age of fourteen he was sent to Cambridge, where he was a member, first
of Jesus College, afterwards of Trinity College. During his residence at
the University, he was not a little addicted to youthful vanities and follies ;
and, subsequently to this, it is said that he betook himself to the stage, and
by this means acquired the wonderful power of gesture, which afterwards
contributed so much to his fame in the pulpit. I t was under the preaching
of Dr. Sibbs, John Davenport and Thomas Hooker, that he was awakened
to a sense of his sinfulness, and turned from the error of his way. He
was married about this time to a lady in Essex. He was admitted into
holy orders by Bishop Montaigne of London, and preached for some time
with great acceptance and success at St. Sepulchre's, in the Metropolis.
Speaking of his labours here, he says,—" There were six or seven thousand
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hearers ;" and adds,—"I believe above one hundred, every week, were persuaded from sin to Christ." His nonconformity, of course brought him into
disrepute with the dominant party ; and, at length, on the ground of an
otl'ensive prayer which he offered for the Queen, he was apprehended by
.irehbi-hop Laud, silenced, and committed to prison.
As soon as he sneceeded in obtaining his release, he fled to Rotterdam.
It has been asserted by some historians, that he had been guilty of a gross
immorality, which was the cause of his exile; but he unec^uivocally denies
the charge in his " Dying Legacy to his Daughter." Having arrived at
Rotterdam, he became the pastor of an Independent congregation which
was formed there about that time. He had for his colleague the celebrated
Dr. William Ames, the well known champion of the Reformed churches at
that period; though it was only for a short time, as Dr. Ames died soon
after his removal to Rotterdam. Mr. Peters' labours, during his connection
with this church, seem to have been attended with considerable success.
While he was thus prosperously going forward with his ministry at Rotterdam, his attention was directed to the infant settlement in New England ;
and he formed the purpose of casting in his lot with the little company who
had migrated to these shores. Accordingly, in the year 1635, he resigned
his charge at Rotterdam, and in company with Wilson, Shepard and some
other clergymen, arrived in this country on the 6th of October. He
preached his first sermon at Enon, (now Wenham,) then part of Salem, on
the text—" At Enon, near to Salim, because there was much water there."
He had great popularity as a preacher,—greater even, it is said, than Mr.
Cotton; though this might have been accounted for partly from the fact
that Mr. Cotton had identified himself, to some extent, with the Antinomians of that day. Mr. Peters was settled as pastor of the First Church
in Salem, on the 21st of December, 1636. The next year he was appointed an overseer of Harvard College. In March, 1638, he was appointed by
the General Court to assist in collecting and revising the Colonial Laws.
Early in 1640, he received as a colleague Mr. Edward Norris,* who had come
from England, and joined the church in Salem, the preceding year.
As Mr. Peters had been much engaged in public business during his residence in the Colony, he was selected as a suitable person to return to
England, and represent the sense of the Colony upon the laws of excise and
trade. The Court of Assistants accordingly proposed to him this agency ;
but the proposal, though earnestly seconded by the Governor and many of
the magistrates, was strongly resisted by his church, who were unwilling to
be deprived, even temporarily, of his labours. He, however, ultimately
accepted the appointment; and, having given a power of attorney to his two
deacons to attend to his secular concerns during his absence, he left the
• EDWARD Noimis was a clergyman in England, previous to his coming to this country. He
preached the Ek'rliun Sermon in 1646. He died on the 23d of December, 1659, leaving one son,
Edward, a school-master, to whom he bequeathed all his property. He is supposed to have
lived to ijiarly the age of seventy. Mr. Upham, one of his suocossdia in the ministry, in hia
SceDiid Century I.(•(•tiire, pays the following tribute t(i his memory :—" His character was very
much rcF|)eit(d throughout New England. In many different forms he was a public benefactor
and on several •.ri-ii.-^idiis of emergency, our falhers appealed to his wisduni and abinty to guide
and rescue theiii. ,\nd they never appealed in vain, lie cxereised a salutary influence in promoting the indM-try, jireserving the ]ie;M-e, and inereasing the security of the Colony. In religion
he was actuated by a spirit of moderation, in hi? ]>iiblic eoiiiUict he was fearless and consistent in
his political opinions he was friendly to liberty, and his patrioti.sm wa.s active, consistent and
ardent. After a useful life and peaceful ministry, he died,—beloved, honoured, and mourned bv
all."
''
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Colony in company with his two colleagues. Rev. Thomas Welde of Roxbury and William Hibbins of Boston, on the 3d of August, 1641, after a
residence here of about seven years. Of the influence which he exerted
both in Church and State, Mr. Upham makes the following estimate :—
" Faithful tradition, corroborating the testimony and supplying the deficiencies of
the imperfect records of that dav, has informed us of his energy; his usefulness and
his eloquence. He left the stamp of his beneficent and wonderful genius upon the agriculture, the fisheries, the manufactures, the commerce and the navigation of New
England. Salem never advanced so rapidly as during the period of his residence here.
He reformed the police, introduced the arts, and erected a water mill, a glass house
and salt works. He encouraged the planting of hemp, and established a market
house. He formed the plan of the fisheries, and of the coasting and foreign voyages.
Under his influence many ships were built, one of them of three hundred tons. He
checked the tendency of'the people to religious dissipation, by diminishing the number of lectures and conferences, v.-hich they were in the habit of attending. As a
preacher and pastor he was eminently successful. In the course of five years, eighty
male and as many female members, were added to his church. He took an active
part in the service of the infant College; and through his whole life continued to confer his benefactions upon the inhabitants of the Colony. It was not until repeated
solicitations on the part of the General Court of Massachusetts, that his affectionate
and admiring church and congregation consented to let him accept tho commission to
which he had been several times appointed,—^that of agent or ambassador from the
Plantations to the Government at home."

Mr. Peters, on his arrival in England, found the nation deeply involved
in the horrors of civil war ; and, owing to this state of things, was unable, for some time, to accomplish the object of his mission. On a
visit which he made to Ireland, he was so much affected by the degraded
condition of a large portion of the population, that he volunteered to go over
to Holland, the country of his former residence, to collect means for their
relief; and in a short time he returned with the large sum of thirty thousand
pounds sterling, which he had the pleasure of distributing to the necessitous
and impoverished. He very soon became a zealous preacher in the Parliament's army. In the year 1644, he was with the Earl of Warwick at the
siege of Lime. In 1645, he attended Sir Thomas Fairfax at the taking of
Bridgewater ; and, subsequently, by a vote of Parliament, received a hundred
pounds as a reward for his services. After this, he appeared before the
House of Commons more than once, and on one of these occasions, an order
passed the House that an annuity of one hundred pounds should be settled
upon Mr. Peters and his heirs out of the Earl of Worcester's estates. And,
at a still later period, an ordinance passed for settling upon him an annuity
of two hundred pounds.
It is evident that Mr. Peters was much in favour with both the Generals
and the Parliament, and that he must have figured not a little in the
stirring transactions of the day. In the year 1649, he accompanied the
Parliament's army to Ireland, where he is said to have had the command of a
brigade against the rebels, and to have gained a decisive victory over them.
From Ireland he was sent into Wales with the commission of a Colonel to
raise a regiment; but in this he was not successful, and afterwards returned
to London.
During the wars, he had several interviews with the King, in relation to
his " New England business ;" when, says Mr. Peters, " h e used me civilly,
and I offered my poor thoughts three times for his safety." He attended
Mr. Challoner in his last moments, who was executed for being concerned
in Waller's plot; and was also with Sir John Hotham upon the scaffold,
and received from him public thanks
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During Archbishop Laud's trial, his library at Lambeth is said to have
been given to Mr. Peters, in consideration of his extraordinary services.
The truth of this, however, is rendered somewhat doubtful by a statement
of the Archbishop himself, who speaks of it as a mere " r e p o r t ; " and he
adds,—" Before this time, some good number of my books were delivered
to the use of the Synod,"—meaning the Assembly of Divines.
In 1651, Mr. Peters was one of the committee appointed by the Parliament to take into coiTsideration the matter of legal reform. He seems to
have been little at home in this business; and his own account of it is, that
he " was there to pray rather than to mend laws."
In 1653, he is said to have prayed and preached for peace, and earnestly
warned the people against the sins of the times. The next year he was
appointed one of the tryers of ministers ; but, in speaking of himself in this
capacity, he says,—" I went to hear and gain experience, rather than to
judge." While holding this office, it was alleged that he was guilty of
simony; but the fact on which the charge was founded seems to have been
quite insufficient to justify it.
In 1658, Mr. Peters went to Dunkirk, where he preached for some time
to the English garrison. Here his labours seem to have been highly acceptable and useful. In July of this year, he returned to England, bringing a
great amount of important . intelligence to the government. On the 29th
of January, 1660, when General M)nk was on his march from Scotland
towards London, Mr. Peters was appointed to preach before him on a Fast
day at St. Albans; when it is said " h e troubled the General with a long
Fast sermon; and at night too he supererogated, and prayed a long prayer in
the General's quarters."
On the 16th of May following, an order passed the House of Commons,
now modelled in favour of loyalty, " that the books and papers in the hands
of John Thurloe and Hugh Peters, heretofore belonging to the library of
the late Archbishop of Canterbury, be forthwith secured;" but whether
any such books or papers were found in their possession does not appear.
After the King's restoration, Mr. Peters being apprehended and committed
to prison, his Majesty sent a warrant to Sir John Robinson, Lieutenant of
the Tower, to obtain information of his royal father's library; when
Mr. Peters testified under oath that, " i n the year 1648, he preserved the
library in St. James's against the violence and rapine of the soldiers; that
the same continued three or four months in his custody; that he did not
take any thing away, but left it unviolated as he found i t ; and that he
delivered up the key and custody of all to Major General Ireton."
Mr. Peters was suspected of having been deeply concerned in the King's
death; and it was even alleged that he was one of the persons in mask
upon the scaffold, when his Majesty was beheaded. He was accordingly
apprehended and committed to the Tower, and on the 13th of October,
1660, was brought to the bar, and indicted for high treason. He did little
more in his own defence than protest his innocence; and when asked why
sentence of death should not be pronounced upon him, he only s a i d , — " I
will submit myself to God; and if I have spoken any thing against the
Gospel of Christ, I am heartily sorry for it." The sentence was then
passed; and, after being confined in Newgate three days, he was executed.
The day after his condemnation, he preached to his friends and fellow
prisoners in Newgate, on the text—" Why art thou cast down, 0 my soul ?
YOL. I
10
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&c." In the early part of his imprisonment, he had suffered not a little
from depression, fearing that he should dishonour religion in the sufferings
which he anticipated; but, for a short time before he went to the place of
execution, his mind became perfectly composed, and he said with great
cheerfulness,—" I thank God, now I can die. I can look death in the face
and not be afraid." When the fatal hour arrived, he was carried on a
sledge from Newgate to Charing-cross,—the place of execution; and was
made first to witness the execution of Mr. Cook, the former Solicitor General, who also suffered as a regicide. A person now came to him calling
upon him, in a tone of great severity, to repent of the agency he had had
in the death of the King; but he replied, "Friend, you do not well to
trample upon the feelings of a dying man. You are greatly mistaken. I
had nothing to do in the death of the King." When Mr Cook was cut
down, and brought to be quartered, the hangman was commanded to bring
Mr. Peters near, that he might witness the horrid spectacle. As the hangman approached him, rubbing his bloody hands together, he said,—" How
do you like this, Mr. P e t e r s ? " To which Mr. Peters replied,—" I thank
God, I am not terrified at4t,—you may do your worst." As he was about to
die, he gave a piece of gold to a friend, and requested him to carry it to his
daughter, as a token of love from her dying father, and to let her know
that "his heart was as full of comfort as it could be, and that before that
piece should come into her hands, he should be with God in glory." He
went off with a smile upon his countenance, and the language of triumph
upon his lips. He suffered October 16, 1660, aged sixty-one years; and
his head \vas set upon a pole on London bridge.
Mr. Peters, during his imprisonment, wrote certain papers containing
advice to his daughter, which were afterwards published under the title—
" A dying father's last legacy to an only child." This daughter was born
before Mr. Peters left America: her baptism is found recorded thus in the
church record at Salem,—"1640, 1st mo. 8, Eliza, daughter of Mr. Peters."
After her father's execution, she came to America, according to his advice,
was kindly received by his friends, and was married to a respectable gentleman in Newport, Rhode Island, by the name of Barker. She seems subsequently to have removed to England with her husband, and, after she
became a widow, had influence enough to recover from the Crown her
father's foreign possessions, which had illegally been confiscated. Mrs.
Peters had been afflicted with mental alienation for some years before the
death of her husband, and she survived him several years in extreme
poverty.
The following is a list of Mr. Peters' publications:—God's doings and
man's duty, opened in a sermon preached before the House of Commons,
the Lord Mayor, and the Assembly of Divines, 1646. Peters' last Report
of the English wars, occasioned by the importunity of a friend pressing an
answer to some queries, 1646. A word for the Army, and two words for
the Kingdom, to clear the one and cure the other, forced in much plainness
and brevity from their faithful servant, Hugh Peters, 1647. A good wor%
,
for a good magistrate, or a short cut to a great quiet, 1651. Some notes
of a sermon preached the 14th of October, 1660, in the prison of Newgate,
after his condemnation, 1660. A dying father's last legacy to an only
child, 1660
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I t is not strange that historians, viewing the life of Hugh Peters from
different stand-points, and under different political biases, should differ
greatly in their estimate of his character and his acts. Bishop Burnet and
Bishop Kennet, Dr. Barwick, Dr. Grey and various others, have heaped
upon him whatever odious epithets the language could supply; and still
have hardly seemed to do justice to their convictions and feelings respecting
him. Brook, the author of the " Lives of the Puritans," on the other
hand, though he concedes that he intermeddled too much in civil affairs,
repels the attacks that are made upon his character, on the ground, not only
that the charges were unsupported, but that the supposition of their being
true was inconsistent with the intimate relations which he is known to have
sustained to many eminent men of unquestionable worth.
In our own country, also, Hugh Peters has been variously estimated;
but in later years his memory has evidently been growing brighter. Governor Winthrop describes him as " a man of a very public spirit, and
singular activity for all occasions." Both Mr. Upham and Mr. Felt maintain that he was among the greatest and best spirits of his day. Dr.
Bentley represents him as " t a l l and thin ; active and sprightly; peculiarly
forcible in his language and speech; and as having a power of associating
his thoughts in such a manner as to fix them upon the memory."

RICHARD MATHER.*
1635—1669.
R I C H A R D M A T H E R was the son of Thomas and Margaret Mather, and
was born at Lowton, a small town in Lancashire, England, in the year 1596.
His parents were worthy, respectable people, but not in affluent circumstances;
and it was not without some difficulty that they were enabled to give him a
liberal education. He was sent to school first at Winwick, in his native
county. Here he found the discipline so severe that he urged his father to
take him from school, and allow him to pursue some secular calling ; though
he subsequently had occasion to rejoice that his request was denied.
About this time, the people of Toxteth Park, near Liverpool, were
desirous of establishing a school for the education of their children ; and,
on their making application to young Mather's teacher for a suitable person
to take charge of it, he recommended him; and, though he had previously
cherished the expectation of going to the University, he now, by the advice
of his friends, relinquished it, and accepted the proposal to become a teacher.
Though he was only fifteen years old, he performed the duties of his place,
greatly to the benefit of his pupils, and the acceptance of his employers.
I t was while he was engaged in his school, and, as it would seem, chiefly
through the influence of the very pious family in which he resided, that he
was led first to reflect deeply upon his own spiritual condition and prospects.
For a considerable time, his mind was enveloped in gloom bordering on

•Wood's Athenae Oxon., II.—Mather's Mag., IV.—Noncon. Mem., II.—Winthrop's N. E.,
I.—Memoir by Increase Mather.—Brook's Lives, III.—Young's Chron.—Felt's Eccl. Hist. N.
E., I.
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despair ; but, in his eighteenth year, he was enabled to take such views of
the Gospel as calmed his troubled spirit, and brought to him the joy and
peace of a true believer. This happy change in his character rendered him
far more efficient and useful in hie vocation; by reason of which, many
parents sent their children from a distance to enjoy the benefit of his
instructions.
Having thus devoted several years to teaching, he again took up his
original purpose to go to the University ; thinking that he should thereby
make improvements which would lay the foundation for more extended
usefulness. Accordingly, he went to Oxford, and became a member of
Brazen-nose College. Here he had the pleasure of meeting a number of
his former pupils, whom he had fitted for the University, and of becoming
acquainted with many distinguished men, from whose society he derived
great advantage.
But it was not long before the people of Toxteth, who had estimated his
labours as a teacher so highly, knowing his purpose to enter the ministry, sent
him a request that he would return to them in the character of a minister. He
acceded to their proposal; and preached his first sermon at Toxteth, November 13, 1618, to the universal acceptance of a large assembly. After this,
he, with several others, was ordained by Dr. Morton, Bishop of Chester, who,
after the ordination, singled out Mr. Mather from the rest, saying to him,—
" I have something to say betwixt you and me alone." Mr. Mather was
apprehensive, from this remark, that some complaints had been made against
him on account of his Puritanism ; but he was immediately relieved, when
they had stepped aside together, by the Bishop's saying to him,—" I have
an earnest request unto you, Sir, and you must not deny me. 'Tis that
you would pray for m e ; for I know the prayers of men that fear God will
avail much. You, I believe, are such an one."
Mr. Mather entered upon his sacred charge with a spirit of intense devotedness to his work. He preached twice every Sabbath at Toxteth, and
every alternate week held a Tuesday lecture at Prescott; besides which, he
preached at many funerals, and frequently also on days which the Church to
which he belonged has set apart as commemorative of some great event;—
not because he really considered these days as holy, but because the people
would assemble in large numbers on such occasions, and he was more than
willing to avail himself of the opportunity to do them good.
After having been engaged in his work, about fifteen years, which, for
the most part, were years of considerable quietude, complaints were brought
against him for his nonconformity to the ceremonies of the Established
Church, which, in August, 1633, resulted in his being suspended from the
duties and privileges of his office. This suspension continued about three
months, when, through the influence chiefly of certain gentlemen in Lancashire, it was removed. He now applied himself with fresh zeal to the
study of the general subject of Church government; and the conclusion a*-,
which he arrived was, that the Congregational mode was most in accordance,
with the teachings of Scripture.
But it was only for a short time that he was allowed to enjoy his liberty.
For the very next year. Dr. Neile, Archbishop of York, sending his visitors
into Lancashire,—the sentence of suspension was again passed upon him,
and for the same reason as before. It was at this point that he resolved
to remove with his family to New England.
He committed to writing his
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reasons for this determination, and presented them to many ministers and
private Christians of Lancasliire, at several meetings, and they were constrained to acknowledge their validity ; and even his own people at Toxteth,
to whom he was so strongly endeared, did not feel at liberty to interpose
any objection. In addition to this, some distinguished individuals who had
already settled in this country, wrote to him, urging him to follow them ;
among whom was the celebrated Thomas Hooker, who, in one of his letters,
thus expresses h i m s e l f : — " I n a word, if I may speak my own thoughts
freely and fully, though there are very many places where men may receive
and expect more earthly commodities, yet do I believe there is no place
this day upon the face of the earth, where a gracious heart and a judicious
head may receive more spiritual good to himself, and do more temporal and
spiritual good to others." Having therefore made his arrangements for a
removal, he took leave of his friends in Lancashire, in April, 1635, and
travelled to Bristol in disguise, in order to escape the vigilance of those
who were on the alert to apprehend him. Here he embarked for New
England, on the 23d of May, and reached Boston on the 17th of August
following. The ship, two days before her arrival, encountered a most
terrific gale, in which there was great reason to apprehend that all Vvould
perish; but, by what seemed a special interposition of Providence, they
were saved from being dashed upon the rocks. Mr. Mather's reflections,
on occasion of this exposure and deliverance, evince the most profound
submission to the Divine will, as well as the most grateful sense of the
Divine goodness.
Mr. Mather remained for a short time in Boston, and both he and his
wife joined the church there. He soon received invitations from several
towns to settle in the ministry, and was somewhat at a loss as to the particular field of labour to which Providence pointed him; but, at length, by
the advice of Mr. Cotton, Mr. Hooker,_ and others, he repaired to Dorchester; and the church which had been formerly planted there, being now
removed with Mr. Warham to Windsor, Connecticut, another church was
gathered, (August 23, 1636,) of which Mr. Mather was chosen teacher.
Here he continued a most zealous and faithful minister during the rest of
his life.
Mr. blather had an uncommonly vigorous constitution. He never employed a physician, and for fifty years was never detained from his public labours
so much as a single Sabbath. As he became advanced in life, he lost his
hearing in a considerable degree, together with the sight of one of his eyes;
and for the last two years he was the subject of a distressing malady that
finally terminated his life. On the 13th of April, 1669, he was summoned
to Boston to act as Moderator of a Council, assembled in reference to some
differences that had arisen in the church there. On tho third day of his
attendance, he was surprised by a violent attack of his disease, which
hastened his return home, and which, after a few days, brought him to his
grave. During the intervening period, he exhibited a most serene, humble,
and yet triumphant, spirit; rejoicing that the will of his Heavenly Father
would be done in the issue of his illness. After it had become manifest
that death was upon him, one of his sons asked him if there was any thing
in particular which he desired him to do, after his departure,—to which, after
a little pause, he replied as follows :—" A special thing which I would commend to you is, care concerning the rising generation in this country^ that

78

TRINITARIAN CONGREGATIONAL.

they be brought up under the government of Christ in his Church, and that,
when grown up and qualified, they have baptism for their children. I must
confess, I have been defective as to practice, yet I have publicly declared
my judgment and manifested my desires to practise that which I think ought
to be attended ; but the dissenting of some in our church discouraged me.
I have thought that persons might have right to baptism, and yet not to the
Lord's Supper ; and I see no cause to alter my judgment as to that particular. And I still think that persons qualified according to the fifth proposition
of the late Synod book, have right to baptism for their children." He
lingered till the night of the 22d of April, when he quietly breathed his
last, after having lived about seventy-three years, fifty of which he had spent
as a minister of the Gospel. The last sermon he preached was from 2 Timothy IV., 6-8. " The time of my departure is at hand ; I have fought a
good fight," &c. The sermon immediately preceding the last was-from Job
XIV., 14. " All the days of my appointed time will I wait till my change
come." And he had prepared yet another sermon for a private conference,
which death prevented his delivering,—from 11 Cor. v., 1. " For we know
that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the Heavens." It was
manifest that he had a presentiment of his approaching dissolution.
Mr. iMather's last will and testament, dated October 16, 1661, concludes
with the following touching paragraph in respect to his children:—
" I think it not amiss for the spiritual good of my children to lay upon them the
solemn charge of a dying father: that none of them, .after my decease, may presume
to walk in any way of sin, or in a careless neglect of God and the things of God, and
their own salvation by Christ. For if they shall do so, (which God forbid,) then, and
in such case, I do hereby testify unto them, that their father who begat them and
their mother who bore them, with all the prayers which they have offered up, and
tears which they have shed for them; their example, their admonitions and their
exhortations, which they have delivered to them, together with this my last will and
solemn charge,—all these will rise up against them as so many testimonies for their
condemnation in the last day. But I hope better things of them; and do hereby
declare unto them that if tliey shall seriously reiient of their sins, believe in the Lord
Jesus, and by his grace walk in all the ways of God,—as this will be to the honour and
glory of llini who made them, so it will redound to their own unspeakable comfort
and benefit both in this and another world; and their father who now speaketh to
them, witli tlieir dear mother now with God, shall exceedingly rejoice in the day of
Christ, when ^ve shall receive our children into tlKJSe everlasting habitations; and
shall not ourselves only, but those who come out of our bowels, enjoy our portion in
that eternal glory. I desire and hope it may be so. I commend them all to the
Lord's gracious blessing; .and let the blessing of God in Jesus Christ be poured out and
remain upon them forever and ever;' Amen.''

The following is a list of his publications :—A Discourse on the church
covenant, and the answer to thirty-two questions, which pass under the
name of the Elders of New England, 1639. A modest and brotherly
answer to Charles Herle's book against the independency of churches,
1644. A reply to Rutherford, or a Defence of the answer to Herle's book,
1646. An heart melting exhortation together with a cordial of consolation,
presented in a letter from New England to his countrymen in Lancashire,
1650. A Catechism, 1650. A Treatise of Justification, 1652. A letter
to Mr. Hooker to prove that it was lawful for a minister to administer
the sacrament to a congregation not particularly under his care. A Plea
for the Churches of New England. An Election Sermon, 1660. An
answer to Mr. Davenport's work against the proposition of the Synod of
1662. A farewell exhortation to the church and people of Dorchester, consisting of seven directions. In 1640, he assisted in making the New Eng-
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land version of the P s a l m s . H e had a principal agency in drawing up " the
Platform of Church disciplme, agreed unto by the elders and messengers of
the churches assembled in the Synod at Cambridge in New E n g l a n d , in the
year 1 6 4 8 . " H e prepared for the press a series of sermons on the 2d
Epistle of P e t e r , which, however, appear not to have been printed.
3Ir. b l a t h e r ' s character as a preacher and a s t u d e n t is t h u s set forth, by
his grandson. Cotton M a t h e r : —
''His way of preaching was very plain, studiously avoiding obscure and foreign
terms, and unnecessary citation of Latin sentences; and aiming to shoot his arrows,
not over the beads, but into the hearts of his hearers. Yet so scripturally and so
powerfully did he preach his plain sermons, that Mr. Hooker would say,—' My brother
M.ather is a mighty man; and indrcd he saw a great success of his labours, in both
Englands, converting many souls unto God. His voice was loud and big, and uttered
with a deliberate vohemency; it procured unto his ministry an awful and very taking
majesty; nevertheless, the substantial and rational matter delivered by him, caused
his ministry to take yet more, wherever he came. Whence even, while he was a
young man, Jlr. Gcllibrand, a famous minister in Lancashire, hearing him, inquired
what his name was ? AVhen answer was made that his name was Mather; he replied,
nay. his name shall be matter ; for believe it, this man hath good substance in him.
He was indeed a person eminently judicious, in the opinion of such as were not in
controversies then managed, of his own opinion; by the same token that when Dr.
Parr, then Bishop in the Isle of Man, heard of Mr. Matlier's being silenced, he
lamented it, saying,—' If Mr. Mather be silenced, I am sorry for it; for he was a
solid man, and the church of God hath a great loss of him.' "
*
*
*
•
*
*
*
*
" But as he judged that a preacher of the Gospel should be,
he was, a very hard student. Yea, so intent was he upon his beloved studies, that
the morning before he died, he importuned the friends that watched with him, to help
him into the room where he thought his usual works and books expected him. To
satisfy his importunity, thev began to lead him thither; but finding himself unable to
get out of his lodging room, he said,—" I see I am not able; I have not been in my
study several days; and is it not a lamentable thing that I should lose so much time ?"
He was truly abundant in his labours; for though he was very frequent in hearing the
word from others, riding to the lectures in the neighbouring towns till his disease disabled him, and even to old age, writing notes at those lectures, as the renowned
Hildersham likewise did before him, yet he preached, for the most part, every Lord's
day twice, and a lecture once a fortnight, besides many occasional sermons both in
public and private; and man)^ cases of conscience which were brought unto him to be
discussed."
Mr. Mather was married, September 2 9 , 1 6 2 4 , to Catharine, d a u g h t e r of
Edward H o u l t , of B u r y in Lancashire. She died in 1655 ; and on the 26th
of xiugust, 1656, he was married to Sarah, widow of the R e v . J o h n Cotton.
His children, — all by the first marriage, were Samuel, Timothy,
Nathaniel
and Joseph, born in E n g l a n d , and Eleazar and hicrease, born in Dorchester.
Four of his s o n s , — n a m e l y , Samuel, Nathaniel,
Eleazar
and Increase, were
ministers of the Gospel. Of the two latter, distinct biographical notices may
be found, in their proper places, in this work.
Samuel jSIather, the eldest son of Richard, was born in Lancashire, M a y
13, 1026. Accompanying his father to New E n g l a n d , at the age of nine
years, he was graduated at H a r v a r d College in 1 6 4 3 . H e was appointed the
first Fellow of the College, and was so highly esteemed as an instructor, b y
the students, t h a t on the occasion of bis leaving them, they wore badges of
mourning. H a v i n g commenced preaching, he was employed some time at
Rowley as an assistant to IMr. R o g e r s .
He was, however, soon invited to
take charge of a church then lately gathered in the north part of Boston, and
he consented to preach to t h e m for one winter ; but he was induced in 1650
to return to his native country ; — b i s brother Increase afterwards succeeding
to tlie pastorship of the chureli in which he had officiated. I n E n g l a n d he
was appointed Cha]dain of !M:i,i!:dalen College, Oxford ; and afterwards
preached in Scotland and I r e l a n d . I n D u b l i n , he was Senior Fellow of

8Q

TRINITARIAN CONGREGATIONAL.

Trinity College, and was minister of the Church of St. Nicholas. Notwithstanding he refused several benefices that were offered him, on the ground of
being unwilling to have the ministers, by whom they were held, displaced,—
yet, soon after the restoration, he was suspended on the charge of sedition,
in consequence of two sermons which he preached against reviving certain
ceremonies. Returning to England, he was minister at Burton Wood, till
1662, when he was ejected by the Bartholomew Act. He afterwards
returned to Dublin and preached in his own hired house, to a small church
gathered by himself. Having continued there some years, a nonconformist,
he received an urgent invitation to return to New England, and become the
pastor of a church in Boston; but, in consequence of the extreme reluctance of his congregation to part with him, he gave a negative answer.
Notwithstanding he was permitted to continue his labours in Dublin for
some time undisturbed, he was interrupted, as he was preaching privately,
September, 1664, by an officer, who carried him to the main guard. The
result was that he was thrown into prison, on the ground of his having headed a conventicle; though they could not allege any thing offensive in his
preaching. His imprisonment, however, lasted but a short time. He died
October 29, 1671, aged forty-five. He held a high rank as a preacher, and
had the reputation of being a good scholar, and an excellent man. He published A wholesome Caveat for a time of Liberty, 1652; A Defence of the
Protestant Religion against Popery, 1 6 7 1 ; An Irenicum, or an Essay for
union among the Presbyterians, Independents and Anabaptists ; A Treatise
against stinted Liturgies; and A course of Sermons on the Types of the
Old Testament, with some discourses against Popish Superstitions. .He
wrote a piece exposing the pretences of one Valentine Greaterick, who professed by certain manipulations to cure diseases ; but, though it was read
with approbation by some distinguished persons, he was not allowed to publish it.
Nathaniel Mather, the third son of Richard, was born in Toxteth, March
20, 1630. After his arrival in this country with his father, he was educated
at Harvard College, where he was graduated in 1647. He afterwards went
to England, and was presented to the living at Barnstable, by Oliver Cromwell, in 1656. Having been ejected by the Bartholomew Act in 1662, lie
went to Holland, and was for a while a minister at Rotterdam. About the
year 1671 or 1672, he became minister of the church in Dublin, which had
been vacated by the death of his brother Samuel. Thence he removed to
London, where he was pastor of a Congregational church, and one of tho
Lecturers at Pinner's Hall. He died July 26, 1697, aged sixty-seven.
His remains were buried in Bunhill fields, and on his monument is a long
Latin inscription, written by Dr. Watts, which represents him as distinguished for genius, learning, piety, and ministerial fidelity. He published
The righteousness of God by faith upon all who believe, 1694 ; a Discussion of the lawfulness of a pastor's officiating in another's church ; twentythree Sermons preached at Pinner's Hall and Lime street, taken in short
hand as they were delivered ; and a Fast Sermon.
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SAMUEL WHITING.*
1636—1679.
S.vJiUEL W H I T I N G was the second son of John Whiting, Mayor of Boston, Lincolnshire, England, where he was born, November 20, 1597.
Having been kept, for some time, at a school in his native place, he was
sent to Emanuel College, Cambridge, where he took the degree of B. A. in
1616, and of M. A. in 1620. He had for his companion, both in the school
at Boston, and in the University at Cambridge, his cousin german, afterwards the celebrated Dr. Anthony Tuckney, Master of St. John's College ;
and they continued to maintain an intimate friendship, even after they were
separated by the ocean. I t was during his residence at the University, and
chiefly in consequence of the efforts of his pious tutor, that his mind was
first seriously directed to the subject of religion ; and the faithful preaching
of such men as Dr. Sibbs and Dr. Preston contributed greatly to strengthen
the good impressions which he had thus received.
On leaving College, he became a domestic chaplain to Sir Nathaniel
Bacon and Sir Roger Townsend. In this capacity he served for three years ;
and with such wisdom and fidelity, as greatly to promote the interests of
religion in those highly respectable families. At the end of this period, he
removed to Lynn in the county of Norfolk, and spent another three years
as a colleague in the ministry with the Rev. Mr. Price. But at length
complaints were made to the Bishop of Norwich of his nonconformity, and
he was prosecuted in the High Commission Court. He anticipated, as the
result of the prosecution, the loss of a considerable part of his estate; but,
while the cause was pending. King James died, and so, for the time, the
prosecution was dropped. At the intercession of the Earl of Lincoln in his
behalf, the Bishop pledged himself that he would give him no further
trouble, provided he would remove beyond the limits of his diocese. Hereupon, 3Ir. Whiting left Lynn, and removed to Skirbick, near Boston, where
he remained for some time unmolested, and was abundantly prospered in
his labours. Here he was in the neighbourhood of his old friends, Mr.
Cotton and 3Ir. Tuckney, with whom he had much pleasant and profitable
intercourse.
After he had remained several years at Skirbick, another prosecution was
commenced against him for his nonconformity, and he became convinced that
there was no permanent quietude to be expected in that country, by those who
felt constrained to adopt his opinions and to act in accordance with them. He,
therefore, now formed the purpose of a removal to New England. Hi.^
wife, a lady of the finest intellectual and moral qualities, decidedly favoured the enterprise, notwithstanding the voice of her friends was against it.
As he had no expectation of ever returning to England, he sold his whole
e?tate, saying,—" I am going to sacrifice unto the Lord in the wilderness,
and will not leave a hoof behind." He embarked in the beginning of
April, 1636, and arrived in New England on the 26th of May, after having
been so sick, during the whole voyage, that he could preach but a single
•M'inthrop's N. E., I . II.—llutohinson's Muss.—Mather's Mag., III.—Brook's Lives, I I I . Fanners' Gen. Keg.—Pnme's History of Long Island.—Carlylo's Cromwell.—Thompson's History
of Boston.—Young's Chron.
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sermon. In a sermon preached shortly after his arrival, he made the following pious reflection:—
" We in this country have left our near and our dear friends: but if we can get
nearer to God here. He will be instead of all, and more than all, unto us. He hath all
the fulness of all the sweetest relations bound up in Him. We may take out of God,
what we forsook in father, mother, brother, sister, friends, that have been as near and
as dear as our own soul."

On his arrival at Boston, he received the most cheering and affectionate
welcome, especially from many with whom he had been acquainted in his
native country. Having lodged, for a month, with his kinsman,—a Mr.
Haugh, he accepted an invitation to take the pastoral charge of the church
at Lynn, where he spent the rest of his days. The next year after his
arrival, came Mr. Thomas Cobbet, another Puritan minister, who became
his colleague in the pastoral office. They lived together in great harmony
and affection for about twenty years, when Mr. Cobbet removed to Ipswich,
to occupy the place which had been vacated by the death of Mr. Rogers.
In his later days, Mr. Whiting had for an assistant his youngest son.
During the last twenty years of his life, he was grievously afflicted with the
stone in the bladder, which, however, he bore with most exemplary patience,
never suffering it to detain him from any public service. But this complaint was considerably alleviated, some time before his death, and he sank
at last under the gradual decays of age. He died December 11, 1679, in
the eighty-third year of his age.
Mr. Whiting published a Treatise upon the last Judgment, 1664; and a
volume of Sermons on Abraham interceding for Sodom, 1666.
Mr. Whiting was twice married. By his first marriage he had three
children,—two sons who died in England, and one daughter who was married after the family came to New England, to a Mr. Thomas Welde. His
second wife was the daughter of the Rt. Hon. Oliver St. John of Bradfordshire, who was Chief-Justice of England in Cromwell's reign, and whose
second wife was Cromwell's cousin. She died, March 3, 1678, after having
lived with him forty-seven years. By this marriage he had four sons and
two daughters. Three of his sons lived to maturity. Samuel was born in
England in 1633; was graduated at Harvard College in 1653 ; settled in
Billerica in 1658; was ordained there November 11, 166'3; and died February 28, 1713. John was graduated at Harvard College in 1657 ; was
intended for a physician, but went to England and became a preacher in the
Established Church, first at Butterwich, and afterwards at Leverton in
Lincolnshire, v.'here he died. Joseph was graduated at Harvard College in
1661, was settled in the ministry at Southampton on Long Island about
1683, and died there in 1716. One of his daughters was married to the
Rev. Jeremiah Hobart.
Cotton Mather thus describes Mr. Whiting's character:—
For his learning he wasmany ways well accomplished: especially, he was accurate
m Hebrew, in which primitive and expressive language he took much delight: and he
was elegant in Latin, whereof, among other demonstration,'?, he gave one in an oration
at one of our commencements. And much of his vacant hours he employed in history.
* * And he was no less a man of temper than of learning: the peculiar
svveetness and goodness of his temper must be an essential stroke in his character.
He was wonderfully happy in his meek,his composed, his peaceable disposition. And
his meekness of wisdom outshone all his other attainments in learning. * * * His
very countenance had an amiable smile continually sweetening it; and his face herein
was but the true image of his mind, which, like the upper regions, was marvellously
free from the storms of passion. * * * In prosperity he was not much elated; in
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adversity he was not much dejected; under provocations he would scorn to be provoked.
" liis worship in his family was that which argued him a true child of Abraham;
and his counsel to bis children was grave, watchful, useful, savoury and very memorable. • * * Meditation daily enriched his mind with the dispositions of Heaven;
and having a walk for that purpose in his orchard, some of his ttock that saw him
constantly taking his turns in that walk, with hand and eye and soul often directed
Heavenward, would say.—' There does our dear pastor walk with God every day.'
'• Though he spent his time chiefly in his study, yet he would sometimes visit his
flock; but in his visit he made conscience of entertaining his neighbours with no discourse but what should be grave and wise and profitable: and sometimes an occasional
word let fall by him, hath had a nOtable eftect. Once, particularly, in a journey,
being at an inn upon the road, he overheard certain people in the ne.xt room so merry
as to be too loud and rude in their mirth; wherefore, as he passed by the door, he
looked in upon them, and with a sweet majesty only dropped these words;—'Friends,
if you are sure that your sins are pardoned, you may be wisely merry.' And these
words not only stilled all their noise for the present, but also had a great effect afterwards upon some of the company. Indeed his conversation preached wherever he
was. But in the pulpit he laboured especially to approve himself a preacher. In his
preaching his design was not to please but to profit; to bring forth, not high things, but
tit things. But what a proper and useful speaker he was, we may gather from what
we find him, when a writer."

JOHN WHEELWRIGHT.
1636—1679.
FROM THE REV R U F U S W

CLARK.

PORTSMOUTH, N . H . , NOT. 20, 1850.

My Dear Sir: I t affords me great pleasure to furnish you, -in accordance
with your request, a sketch of the Rev. John Wheelwright, from whom I
have descended in a direct line, (being of the seventh generation of his
descendants,) and who participated in the ordination services of the first pastor of the church over which I am now settled.
Very truly yours,
R. W CLARK.
J O H N W H E E L W R I G H T came to America from Lincolnshire, England, in
the year 1636. He was born of highly respectable parents, and inherited
considerable real estate, which he held during his life. Being a youth of
brilliant talents, and of a bold, zealous spirit, he received a liberal education,
and subsequently entered the Gospel ministry. Having imbibed a disrelish
for the forms and requisitions of the Established Church, he joined the
Puritans, and thus incurred the censure of Archbishop Laud and his
adherents for nonconformity.
To escape persecution, he fled to this country ; and on the 12th of June,
1636, he and his wife were received members of the Boston church, of which
the Rev. Mr. Wilson was pastor, and the Rev. Mr. Cotton teacher, according to the distinction which prevailed at that day.
Mr. ^Vheelwright, having secured the confidence of the people by his
piety and talents, was invited to take charge of a church, which was a branch
of the Boston church, and composed of persons who lived at Mount
Wolluston, then a part of Boston, now Braintree. He was much beloved
by his flock, and his preaching was very generally acceptable. Governor
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Winthrop, soon after Mr. Wheelwright's arrival in Boston, remarked that
" h e thought reverently of Mr. Wheelwright's goodness and abilities, and
could be content to live under his ministry." He expressed a strong
attachment to him, and greatly honoured the gifts and graces with which he
was endowed.
Not long after Mr. Wheelwright's settlement, it was discovered that he
differed somewhat from Mr. Wilson in his theological opinions; especially
in regard to justification and some of its relations,—though they were both
Calvinists. Mr. Wheelwright, being of an ardent and somewhat enthusiastic temperament, manifested no inconsiderable degree of zeal in defending
his belief. He clung with great tenacity to the principles of the Geneva
school, and yet was a strong advocate for freedom of religious opinion.
A controversy, however, soon arose between the parties, which was
attended with important consequences. The excitement was increased by
the zeal of Governor Henry Vane, his ardent supporter, and Mr. Wheelwright's sister-in-law, Mrs. Anne Hutchinson, a woman who was universally
acknowledged to possess remarkable talents. Mrs. Hutchinson was opposed
to the clergy for what she deemed their intolerance and erroneous opinions ;
but what they believed to be true charity and the defence of correct principles. Encouraged by Governor Vane, she succeeded in gaining over to her
views, men of learning, members of the General Court, and a considerable
number of the people.
At the commencement of the controversy, the Wheelwright party in Boston—though not in the Colony—was in the ascendant; but soon the questions at issue became of the highest political importance. " Nearly all the
clergy," says an historian, " clustered together under Winthrop, and
selected him as their candidate for Governor ; while the new sectarians
rallied under Vane. The whole Colony was convulsed with the contest.
In Boston, and its environs, the tide of enthusiasm rose to an unprecedented pitch. The nicest shades of faith were of sufficient magnitude to throw
the whole community into transports or broils." The mOst subtle points in
theology were discussed with the greatest show of learning, and in too many
instances, profound doctrinal disquisitions took -the place of practical
religious duties.
The followers of Mr. Wheelwright charged their opponents with being
unsound in the faith, and illiberal and unjust in their conduct; while their
opponents retorted in a similar tone of denunciation.
On account of fear from Indians, dissensions in churches, and other
adverse circumstances, the General Court in 1636-37, appointed a Fast, and
Mr. Wheelwright preached in the Boston church. Under the circumstances,
it may readily be conceived that it was extremely improbable that he should
give satisfaction to all his hearers. Many of them came to the church with
their minds influenced by views different from his, and feeling bound to
oppose whatever in his opinion and practice seemed to them essentially
injurious to Church or State. The discourse, however, was highly approved
by a majority of the audience. But Mr. Winthrop, Mr. Wilson, and others,
were not satisfied ; and the cry was soon raised that the sermon was full of
treasonable doctrines. The purpose was immediately formed to call Mr.
Wheelwright to an account, and the elders gave the opinion that " in all
such heresies of church members, as are manifest and dangerous to the
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State, the Court may proceed to try and condemn without waiting for the
church."
Though the elders well knew that the Court, according to their law and
practice, had power to try the case, as involving a civil offence, they were
also aware that, if it came before the Boston church, Mr. Wheelwright
would be sustained, as a large majority approved of the sermon. On the
principle laid down by the elders, the General Court, at an adjourned session, tried Mr. Wheelwright, and pronounced him guilty of sedition and
contempt; "for that the Court had appointed the Fast as a means of
reconciliation of differences, and he purposely set himself to kindle them."
During the trial, several petitions were presented in favour of Mr. Wheelwright, and were signed by many of the principal inhabitants of Boston;
but these did not arrest the proceedings of the Court—proceedings which,
Governor Winthrop says, " were carried on with much heat of contention
between the opposite parties." A protest was also offered by Governor
Vane and others ; but the Court refused to receive it. Such was the desire
of the authorities that Mr. Wheelwright might have time to consider his
position more fully, and might see it as they did, so that they might act
together for the prosperity of the Commonwealth, that they did not at once
pass sentence upon him. This was deferred until after the elections, which
were near at hand.
The sermon was not printed: but, some years since, the original MS. was
found, and it is now in the archives of the Massachusetts Historical Society.
It contains the following strain of exhortation:—" Let us have a care that
we do show ourselves holy in all manner of good conversation, both in
private and public. Let us not give occasion to those who are coming on,
or are manifestly opposite to the ways of grace, to suspect the way of
grace : let us carry ourselves so that they may be ashamed to blame us.
Let us deal uprightly with those with whom we have occasion to deal, and
have a care to guide our families and to perform duties that belong to us ;
and let us have a care that we give not occasion to say that we are libertines
or Antinomians." There are other sentences, which were construed by the
Legislature as of a more partizan cast, and calculated' to disturb the public
peace.
After the elections had taken place, an effort was made to settle the
difficulties, by means of a conference of churches and a synod. But this
proving unsuccessful, Mr. Wheelwright and his friends were banished in
1637. The Court also ordered fifty-eight inhabitants of Boston,
iNovember,
'
and seventeen from the other towns, to be disarmed, because they had
signed a petition in which they affirm that Mr. Wheelwright was innocent,
and that the Court had condemned the truth of Christ.
In 1638, Mr. Wheelwright, with a company of friends, formed a settlement upon the banks of the Piscataqua, and called the place Exeter. Here
he established a church ; and his influence over the little colony was of a
most happy and useful character. By means of his superior education,
extensive knowledge, and firm resolution, as well as ardent piety, he was
enabled to promote the temporal and spiritual interests of the new settlement. The early records of the town show the esteem in which he was
held by the ])eoplc, and their gratitude for his services in their behalf
Mr. Wheelwright was not destined, however, to remain in peace in his
new abiiJe. After a residence of about five years, he was obliged to leave
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Exeter; as this, with three other towns in New Hampshire, came under
the jurisdiction of Massachusetts, and he was still indisposed to apologize
to the authorities thereof for the cause of his exclusion from them.
Having obtained of Ferdinand Gorges a grant of land in Wells, Maine,
he removed to that place in 1643. There he gathered a church, and was
much beloved and esteemed by his people. In December of the same year,
he wrote a letter to Governor Winthrop, and acknowledged that his remarks
against the Rulers of Massachusetts were not fully justifiable, and that, so
far as they had an evil effect on those of erroneous sentiments, he regretted
them. The next month, the government there granted him a pass of safety
to and from Boston. The succeeding May, (1644,) they revoked his sentence of banishment. The barrier to his free intercourse with friends, in
the first Colony of his adoption, being thus removed, he returned about the
close of 1646 to Hampton. He remained here eight years, where his
ministry was very successful.
About 1654, Mr. Wheelwright published a " Vindication of himself
against the wrongs done him by Mr. Welde and Mr. Rutherford." In
this vindication, he cites the following declaration made by Mr. Cotton:—
" I do conceive and profess that our Brother Wheelwright's doctrine is
according to God in the points controverted." With regard to this matter,
the Legislature of Massachusetts, at their session of May 3, 1654, passed
the following:—" In answer to the petition of the inhabitants of Hampton,
the Court doth declare, though they are not willing to recall those uncomfortable differences, that formerly passed betwixt this Court and Mr.
Wheelwright concerning matters of religion and practice, nor do they know
what Mr. Rutherford or Mr. Welde hath charged him with, yet they judge
meet to certify, that Mr. Wheelwright hath long since given such satisfaction both to the Court and Elders generally, that he is now, and so for many
years hath been, an officer in the church at Hampton, within our jurisdiction, and that, without offence to any, so far as we know, and as we are
informed, he hath been a useful and profitable instrument of doing much
good in that church." He also received from the General Court the following declaration, signed by the Secretary, August 24, 1 6 5 4 : — " Hearing that
Mr. Wheelwright is by Mr. Rutherford and Mr. Welde, rendered in some
books printed by them as heretical and erroneous, they now signify that Mr.
Wheelwright hath, for these many years, approved himself a sound, orthodox and profitable minister of the Gospel among these Churches of Christ."
After Oliver Cromwell was declared Lord Protector, Mr. Wheelwright
returned to his native country, where he was received by the Protector,
who was his early friend and classmate, with much favour. He was in
England in 1658,—the year of Cromwell's decease. While in company
with several gentlemen, Cromwell remarked to them,—" I remember the
time when I was more afraid to meet Wheelwright at football, than I have
been of meeting any army since in the field."
Upon the restoration of Charles in 1660, he returned to America, and
settled in Salisbury, N. H . He succeeded the Rev. William Worcester,
as pastor of the church there, and was highly respected for his orthodoxy,
piety and fidelity. He died on the 15th of November, 1679, being the oldest
minister of the Colony. His remains were deposited in the old burying
ground in Salisbury, about a mile and a half from the Newburyport bridge.

JOHN WIIEELWRiraiT.

87

Mr. Wheelwright made a will. May 25th, 1679, and gave his estate in
Lincolnshire, England, in Maine and other places, to his son Samuel, a
son-in-law, and several grandchildren. His son Thomas probably died previous to 1679. He settled in Kittery, and was admitted freeman in 1652.
One of his daughters married Samuel Maverick, Esq., who was one of King
Charles' Commissioners, sent hither in 1664, with Sir Richard Carr and two
others. Another married Edward Rishworth, who was Representative for
York for twelve years, a Magistrate, Recorder, &c. A third daughter
married the Hon. Thomas Bradburjr of Salisbury, who was Representative
from that place for seven years. Recorder of Norfolk county, &c. The
descendants of the various branches of the family are scattered over the
States of Maine, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Maryland, Virginia and
Georgia.

NATHANIEL ROGERS.*
1636—1655.
N.^THANiEL R O G E R S was born at Haverhil, in Suffolk, England, in the
vear 1598. He was the second son of the Rev. John Rogers of Dedham,
and a descendant of the martyr. He studied at the Grammar School at
Dedham, till he was nearly fourteen years old, and was then admitted into
Emanuel College, Cambridge. Here he was a most diligent and exact
student, and •s\'as distinguished by his acquisitions in the various branches
of academic learning. Under the instruction of his excellent parents, he
became early impressed by the great truths of religion, and resolved to
devote himself to the ministry of the Gospel. It is related of him that, in
the hurry of business, he went out one morning from home, without attending to his usual private devotions, and that he was subjected to a serious
injury from the stumbling and falling of his horse. He recognised in the
circumstance an admonition which he ever afterwards heeded, not to allow
any worldly engagements to interfere with his accustomed attendance on
the duties of the closet.
5Ir. Rogers, having completed his course at the University, gave the first
specimen of his ministerial abilities, in the capacity of domestic chaplain to
a person of rank. After continuing in this situation about two years, he
became assistant to Dr. Barkham, the minister of a large congregation at
Booking in Essex. As the Doctor's ecclesiastical .sympathies were known
to be with the views and measures of Bishop Laud, it was a matter of surprise to many that he should have employed, as a curate, a son of one of the
most noted of the Puritans. Mr. Rogers was greatly beloved by the people,
many of whom fully appreciated his earnest and self-denying labours ; and
though the Doctor evinced little liberality towards him in a pecuniary -way,
while yet he treated him with general civility, the people, by their private
contributions, cheerfully made out for him an adequate support.
*MatlicrsMiig.,III.—Brook's Lives, I I I . — F e l f s History of Ipswich.—Farmer's Gen. Reg.—
Eliofs and Allen s Biog. Diet.—Yuiiug's Cbron.
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He seems originally to have been but little embarrassed in conforming
to the ceremonies of the Established Church of England ; but his scruples
were much increased by a conference which he had on the subject with
Thomas Hooker, who was at that time lecturer at Chelmsford. Shortly
after this. Dr. Barkham having noticed that Mr. Rogers left off the surplice,
on the occasion of his officiating at the funeral of some distinguished individual, expressed his dissatisfaction by giving him leave to find another field
of labour.
Having remained at Booking about five years, he was presented to the
living in Assington, Suffolk, where, by the favour of the Bishop of Norwich, he was suffered to continue in quietude five years more. Here his
ministry commanded great attention, and was apparently attended with an
uncommon blessing. Persons of all classes, not only from the town but
the surrounding country, thronged to hear him, so that his church was constantly filled to its utmost capacity. I t became evident to him, however,
that he could not much longer retain the position which he held; and he
therefore, in anticipation of coming evil, resigned his living into the hands
of his patron, and determined to migrate to New England.
Mr. Rogers had, previous to this time, married a daughter of Mr. Robert
Crane of Coggeshall,—a gentleman of large property, who would gladly have
maintained him and his family, if he would have remained in England, and
yet did not feel at liberty to oppose his removal. He accordingly embarked
with his family for New England, June 1, 1636 ; but the vessel did not
cast anchor in Massachusetts Bay until the 16th of November. Before
their arrival they had become well nigh discouraged, and had begun even
to agitate the question whether they should not return to England; but,
having kept a day of fasting and prayer in reference to it, they were quickly relieved by the return of good weather and favourable winds, and were
shortly after safely landed in port. Mr. Ralph Partridge, another Puritan
minister, came in the same ship with Mr. Rogers.
The year after his arrival, Mr. Rogers was a member of the Synod that
met at Cambridge, with a view to suppress tlie famous Antinomian controversy. He was first invited to settle at Dorchester; but, as those who had
come •with him from England, could not be accommodated there, he went
with them to Ipswich, where he was ordained as pastor, February 20,1638,—
tho sermon on the occasion being preached by himself, from I I . Cor. ii., 16:
— " a sermon," says Cotton Mather, " so copious, judicious, accurate and
elegant, that it struck the hearers with admiration." John Norton was
ordained, at the same time, as teacher, having previously ministered in that
capacity in connection with Mr. Ward.
For more than a dozen years, Mr. Rogers laboured in harmony with his
colleague, and much to the acceptance of his congregation. His health,
however, was far from being firm, and he had frequent turns of raising
blood, in which he used to comfort himself by saying with another, that
' ' though he should spit out his own blood, by which his life was to be
maintained, yet he should never lose the benefits of Christ's blood, by
which he was redeemed." He was subject also to severe fits of hypocondria, during one of which, his friend John Cotton thus addressed him in a
letter:—
" I bless the Lord with you, who supporteth your feeble bodv, to do Him service,
and meanwhile perfecteth the power of his grace in your weakness. You know who
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said it, 'Unmortifled strength posteth hard to Hell, but sanctified weakness creepeth
fast to Heaven.' Let not your spirit faint, though your body do. Your soul is preeious in God's sight; your hairs are numbered; and the number and measure of your
fainting tits and wearisome nights are weighed and limited by his hand, who hath
given you his Lord Jesus Christ, to take upon Him your infirmities and bear your
sicknesses."

About two years before the death of Mr. Rogers, Mr. Norton, his colleague, was invited to the pastoral charge of a church in Boston. This was
the origin of no inconsiderable uneasiness at Ipswich, and of a severe trial
to Mr. Rogers, as he was suspected by some of not being sufficiently active
to retain his colleague. Though he was not, at this time, far advanced in
ye:irs, yet he was fast sinking under bodily infirmities. He had been, during
a great part of his life, given to the excessive use of tobacco ; and, having
become convinced that the habit was not only injurious to his physical constitution, but beneath the dignity of his Christian and ministerial character,
he undertook to abstain from it altogether. About the time that he made
this change, he was seized with a sort of epidemic cough, which, though not
at first of a threatening character, soon reached a fatal termination. One of
Lis last acts was to bless the three children of his daughter, who had
evinced towards him the most tender and dutiful affection. In his dying
moments, he enjoyed the utmost peace, and exclaimed in joyful submission,
with nearly his last breath,—" My times are in thy hands." He died July
3, 1655, aged fifty-seven years. His estate in Old and New England
amounted to twelve hundred pounds. His wife, Margaret, died January 23,
1056. He left five sons and one daughter. His eldest son, John, was
afterwards President of Harvard College. J l i s daughter was married to
the Kev. William Hubbard.
31r. Rogers' only publication is a Letter to the Honourable House of
Commons at Westminster, on the subject of Reformation, bearing date
1643. He left in MS. a Vindication, in Latin, of the Congregational
Church government, from which Cotton Mather has preserved a considerable
extract. The reason given for his not having published any of his discourses is, that his health would not allow him to bestow upon them the
labour which was necessary to give them the finish which his exquisite taste
demanded. He is known to have kept a diary; but it seems to have been
entirely for his own benefit; and his friends to whom he entrusted it, in
obedience to his express injunction, committed it to the flames.
Cotton Mather says of Mr. Rogers,—
'• He misbt be compared with the very best of the true ministers which made the
b€?t days of New England."
Hubbard, his son-in-law, the Historian, says,—
" He had eminent learning, singular piety and holy zeal. His auditory were his
epistle, seen and read of all that knew him."
VOL.
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RALPH PARTRIDGE.*
1636—1658.
R A L P H P A R T R I D G E was born and educated in England, and was, for
some time, a minister of the Established Church. In consequence of the
troubles which his nonconformity brought upon him, he determined to seek
a refuge in New England, and accordingly embarked for Boston, where he
arrived on the 17th of November, 1636. He had a very boisterous passage,
and the vessel became short of provisions.
Shortly after his arrival, he went to Duxbury, at the invitation of the
church in that place, and was admitted a freeman there, on the 6th of March,
1637 The same year, he received a grant of forty acres of land, and
shortly after purchased a house.
In 1648, he was appointed, with Richard Mather and John Cotton, to
prepare a model of Church government for the consideration of the Synod
at Cambridge. Cotton Mather says of him, that, " i n the opinion of that
Reverend Assembly, this person did not come far behind the first three, for
some of his accomplishments."
He enjoyed, for the most part, vigorous health, and was little interrupted
in his labours by bodily indisposition; during a ministry of about forty years.
He died at an advanced age, in the year 1658. His wife survived him.
His daughter Elizabeth married the Rev. Thomas Thacher who was first settled at Weymouth, and was.afterwards installed first pastor of the Old South
Church, Boston. To this daughter he gave all his landed property, both in
Old and New England, and, after her decease, to her second son, Ralph
Thacher, who was settled over the church at Martha's Vineyard in 1697.
His daughter Mary married John Marshall in England.
Morton, who was his contemporary, writes thus concerning him:—

" H i s pious and blameless life became very advantageous to his doctrine; he was
much honoured and loved by all that conversed with him. He was of a sound and
solid judgment in the main truths of Jesus Christ, and very able in his disputation to
defend them; he was very singular in this, that, notwithstanding the paucity and
poverty of his flock, he continued in his work amongst them to the end of his life. He
went to his grave in peace, as a shock of corn fully ripe, and was honourably buried at
Duxbury."

Cotton Mather says :—
•' This Partridge had not only the innocency of the Dove, conspicuous in his blameless and pious lite, which made him very acceptable in his conversation; but also the
loftiness of an Eagle, in the great soar of his intellectual abilities. There are some
interpreters who. understanding church officers by the living creatures, in the fourth
chapter of the Apocalypse, will have the teacher to be intended by the Eagle there, for
his quick insight into remote and hidden things. The church in Duxbury had such an
Eagle in their Partridge, when they enjoyed such a teacher.
" There was one singular instance of a weaned spirit, whereby he signalized himself
unto the Churches of God. That was this: there was a time when most of the ministers in the Colony of Plymouth left the Colony, upon the discouragement which the
want of a competent maintenance among the needy and froward inhabitants gave unto
them. Nevertheless Mr. Partridge was, notwithstanding the paucity and the poverty
of his congregation, so afraid of being anything that looked like a bird wandering
from his nest, that he remained with his poor people, till betook wing to become a bird
of Paradise, along with the winged seraphim of Heaven."
• Brook's Lives, III.—'Winsor's History of Duxbury.—Felt's Eccl. Hist. N. E., I.
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JOHN HIGGINSON-*
1636—1708.
J O H N H I G G I N S O N was the son of the Rev. Francis Higginson and Ann
his wife, and was born at Claybrook, England, on the 6th of August, 1616.
He came with his parents to New England in- 1629, and joined the church
in Salem, of which his father was "teacher," when he was but thirteen
years of age. After his father's death, he was assisted in his education by
the ministers and magistrates of the Colony,—a favour for which, in after
life, he often expressed the warmest gratitude. He was chaplain of the
Fort at Saybrook in 1636, and continued there about four years ; in 1639.
we find his name as witness to the articles of agreement between the
settlers at Guilford, Connecticut, and the Indians, concerning the lands
which were then purchased. In 1641, he was engaged as the teacher of a
school at Hartford, and at the same time continued his theological studies
under the direction of the Rev. Thomas Hooker. Having been thus occupied for about two years, he removed to Guilford in 1643, where he was
employed as assistant to the Rev. Henry Whitfield, whose daughter he
married. In 1647, he transcribed nearly two hundred of the sermons of
his friend and benefactor, Mr. Hooker, who had then recently died ; and
about half of them were afterwards published in England.

After Mr. Whitfield returned to England in 1651, Mr. Higginson remained in sole charge of the church at Guilford until 1659, when he took leave
of them, with the intention of returning to his native country. The vessel
in •^'hich he had taken passage for England, put into Salem harbour, in
stress of weather ; and, as the church there was in want of a minister, they
made proposals to him which issued in an engagement, on his part, to
remain and preach for them a year. Before this time had expired, he
received an invitation to become their pastor. He accepted it, and was
ordained in August, 1660. At his ordination, the hands of the deacons
and one of the brethren were imposed, in the presence of the neighbouring
churches and elders. Mr. Norton of Boston gave the Right Hand of Fellowship. ]\Ir. Higginson continued in the pastoral relation to this church
until his death, which occurred on the 9th of December, 1708, at the age
of ninety-two. He had been in the ministry seventy-two years.
Mr. Higginson engaged with no inconsiderable zeal in the famous controversy with the Quakers. He regarded their religious opinions and practices as
dangerous to both Church and State ; and hence he did not licsltate to recommend the excommunication from the church of such members as had joined
them. It is said, however, that he subsequently regretted the warmth of his
zeal on this subject. In respect to the witchcraft delusion, ho seems to have
stood neutral, with the single exception that he concurred with Mr. Noyes,t
'Mather's Mag., III.—Mnss. Hist. Coll., VI.—Felt's Annals of Salem-CJpham's Second
Century Lecture.—Young's Chron.—Felt's Eccl. Hist. N. E., I .
t XiciioL.\s NOTES, the son of Nicliolas Noyes, ixnd the nejiln^w of tho Rev. James Noyes, was
Iximat Xi-wburv, Deceml.er 1!'J, lOJT, mis ^'niaiuited at Harvard College in 1C67; incached thirteen
.vcarsat lladda"m, Conn.; was ordaintd at Salem, November 14, ]68,S; and died on the )3th of
December, 1717, in the seventieth year nf his age, and the thirty-fifth of his ministry. Ho was
distinguished in his day as a poet. He was a firm believer in the witchcraft of 1692, and a
vigorous actor in the scenes connected with it.
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his colleague, in the excommunication of a person who had been charged
with being under this Satanic influence.
Mr. Higginson was regarded as a person of excellent judgment, and his
opinions generally had great weight. An agent from England, supposed to
be Edward Randolph, wrote home, about 1677, that Mr. H. was one of the
three most popular divines in New England. John Dunton* visited him in
1696, and writes thus concerning him :—
" All men look t o him as a common father, and old age for his sake is a reverend
t h i n g ; he is eminent for all the graces t h a t adorn a m i n i s t e r ; his very presence puts
vice out of c o u n t e n a n c e ; his conversation is a glimpse of H e a v e n . "

Cotton Mather says of Mr. H . (1696),—
" This good old man is yet alive; and he that from a child knew the Holy Scriptures,
does, at those years wherein men are to be twice children, continue preaching them
with such a manly, pertinent, judicious vigour, and with so little decay of his intellectual abilities, as is indeed a matter of just admiration."
Mr. Higginson's first wife died before 1678 ; for in that year he was
married to Mary
, a widow of Boston, who died March 9, 1709, leaving two daughters, one of whom was married to Jeremy Dummer. t By
his first marriage, Mr. Higginson had seven children. Of these, John was
of the Governor's council, and lived in Salem. Nathaniel was born at
Guilford, October 11, 1652; was graduated at Harvard College in 1670;
went to England in 1674; and was with Lord Wharton about seven years,
as steward and tutor to his children. He was employed in the mint of the
Tower in 1 6 8 1 ; and in 1683 went in the East India Company's service to
Fort St. George, East Indies ; was member and Secretary of the Council,
and afterwards Governor of the Factory at said Fort. He married Elizabeth
Richards in 1692; returned to England with his wife and four children in 1700;
and established himself as a merchant in London, where he died in 1708.
Thomas went to England, learned the goldsmith's trade, came home,
embarked for Arabia, and was never afterwards heard of. Francis went to
his uncle, at Kirby Stevens in England, was educated at the University of
Cambridge, and died of small pox in London, aged twenty-four. Henry
was brought up a merchant, went to Barbadoes as Factor, and there died of
small pox, 1685.
IMr. Higginson published the following works :—An Election Sermon,
1663.
Our dying Saviour's legacy of peace to his disciples in a troublesome
worjd, with a Discourse on the duty of Christians to be witnesses unto
Christ, unto which is added some help to self-examination, 1686. An Attestation to Dr. Mather's Magnalia, prefixed to that work, 1697. A Sermon
* JOHN DUNTON was an extensive bookseller in London, but came to this country in March,
1686, for the double purpose of selling books and collecting debts. He remained here eight
months, and formed an extensive acquaintance, particularly with the prominent clergymen of the
country. In 1705, he published in London " The Life and Errors of John Dunton;" in which ha
gives an amusing account of his visit to New England, and describes many of the people whom he
saw there. In his will be directed his burial to be " the seventh day after his death, and not
before," lest he should come to life, as his mother bad done, on the day appointed for herfuneral.
He died about 1725.
t JEREMY DDMMER was a native of Boston; was graduated with the most brilliant reputation at
Harvard College, in 1699; afterwards went to Europe and spent several years at the University
of Utrecht, where he studied theology and received the degree of Doctor of Philosophy; returned
to this country, and finding no prospect of any congenial employment here, went to England where
he devoted himself to politics, and wrote an admirable pamphlet in defence of the New England
Charters. He was appointed agent for the Province of Massachusetts in 1710, in which capacity
he served till his dismission in 1721. He became Intimate with Lord Bolingbroke, and adopted
both his political and religious principles: the former of which he subsequently abandoned, though
he adhered to the latter, and is supposed to have died an infidel. He published several works whicli
evince great talent and learning. He died at Plastow, on the 19th of May, 17.39.
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entitled "New England's duty and interest to b e a n habitation of justice
and holiness," 1698. A Testimony to the order of the Gospel in the
churches of New England, with Mr. Hubbard, 1701. An Epistle to the
reader, prefixed to Hale's Inquiry into the nature of Witchcraft, 1702.
A Preface to Thomas Allen's Invitation to Thirsty Sinners, 1708. The
deplorable state of New England, 1708.

JOHN DAVENPORT*
1637—1672.
JOHN D A V E N P O R T was born in the city of Coventry, England, in the
year 1597. His parents were worthy and respectable persons, and his
father -s\-as at one time Mayor of the city in which he resided. His mother
died shortly after his birth, though not till she had devoted him to the
service of the sanctuary. At the age of fourteen, he had made great proficiency in his studies ; and he was, at that time, (1611,) admitted to
Brazen-nose College, Oxford. Here he remained about five years; and
then, having taken the degree of B. A., he left the University, and entered
on the active duties of the ministry, though he was only nineteen years of
age.
Having ofiiciated, for a short time, as chaplain at Hilton Castle, in the
neighbourhood of Durham, he was called to London, where he laboured
first as assistant to another clergyman, but soon after became the minister
of St. Stephen's Church, Coleman street. Here he acquired great celebrity,
not only by his high accomplishments as a preacher, but by a most laborious
discharge of his pastoral duties ; especially by remaining in the city during
the prevalence of the plague, and, regardless of personal danger, ministering indiscriminately to the spiritual wants of all classes.
Notwithstanding the great amount of labour incident to his charge as a
minister, he did not, at any time, intermit his more general studies ; and in
1625 he went to Oxford, and having passed the customary trials with much
approbation, received at the same time the degrees of Master of Arts and
Bachelor of Divinity.
About the year 1626, there was an association formed for the purpose of
providing able ministers for destitute congregations. With a view to accomplish their end* a fund was raised by voluntary contribution, for the purchase of as many " lay impropriations," (that is, tithes which, by a gross
abuse, had become the property of laymen,) as possible ; and the income of
these it was proposed to expend for the support of preachers or lecturers in
those churches which were either, not at all, or very inadequately, supplied.
Mr. Davenport, with a number of other distinguished clergymen, and several
laymen of note, among whom was the Lord Mayor of London, engaged
earnestly in this enterprise ; but Bishop Laud, regarding the movement as
favourable to the cause of nonconformity, caused the trustees who conducted the business, or, as they were called, the " fcofifers in trust," to be
•Wood's Athena? Oxon.—Mather's Mag, III.—Brook's Lives, III.—Trumbull's Conn. I.—
Hutchinson's .MMS.—Winthrop's N. E.—Holmes' Am. Ann.—Stiles' Judges.—Allen's'Biog.
Diet.—Bacon's Historical Discourses.

94

TRINITARIAN CONGREGATIONAL.

arraigned before the Court of Exchequer. They were twelve in number,
and Mr. Davenport was one of them: the Court pronounced the whole procedure illegal, and confiscated the money to the King's use.
In the year 1631, Mr. Davenport was summoned before Bishop Laud,
and was subjected to trouble and expense on account of his Puritan principles. But up to this time he had been a conformist; not because he was
satisfied with the state of things in the Established Church, but because,
all things considered, he thought it his duty to remain in it. Having heard
that John Cotton had resigned his charge in Boston, England, with a view
of making his escape to America, he sought an interview with him m
order, if possible, to induce him to change his purpose. But the result
was, that Mr. Cotton, instead of being convinced that he was taking a false
step, succeeded in convincing Mr. Davenport that he had better follow his
example, at least so far as to withdraw, from the Established Church.
Being now an avowed nonconformist, Mr. Davenport became specially
obnoxious to his Diocesan, and felt himself in jeopardy while he remained
within his reach. But he was the minister of a congregation between whom
and himself there existed a strong attachment; and he could not consent
to force a disruption of the tie that bound him to them. He accordingly
convened the principal members of the church, and while he stated to them
the circumstances which seemed to render it necessary to his safety that he
should leave the country, he acknowledged their claim upon his services,
and declared himself willing to remain and incur all the consequent hazard,
if they desired it. The result was, that they released him from all obligation to them, and accepted his resignation with great sorrow.
Having remained in England long enough to excite the vigilance of some
of Bishop Laud's officials in respect to him, he betook himself to Holland
in the latter part of 1633. On his arrival there, he became a colleague
with the Rev. .John Paget, for many years pastor of an English church at
Amsterdam ; but, as he soon •ndthstood the promiscuous baptism of children,
which was practised in Holland, he became engaged in a controversy on the
suliject, whic)'., iu about two years, obliged him to desist from his pubhc
ministry. Having resigned his charge in 1635, he opened a Catechetical
exercise at his own lodgings, which was held every Sabbath evening, after
the public services in the churches were over. This, however, was found
to be offensive to the opposite party, and in a short time he left Holland
and returned to London.
Mr. Davenport had long been a zealous friend to New England. He had
exerted an important influence in obtaining the patent of the Massachusetts
Colony ; and had contributed both time and money in aid of the new plantation, before his departure to Holland. This now seemed to him the only
field on which he could successfully carry out his ideas of ecclesiastical
reform ; and being greatly encouraged by a letter which he received about
this time from Mr. Cotton, he soon came to the determination of migrating
to this Western world. Accordingly, having made the requisite preparations for his voyage, he embarked in the ship Hector, and arrived at Boston
on the 26th of June, 1637. He was accompanied by a considerable band
of colonists, among whom were his very intimate friend, Theophilus Eaton,
and Eaton's son-in-law, Edward Hopkins, both of whom became much
distinguished in civil life.
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Mr. Davenport received a hearty welcome from Mr. Cotton and his
associates, who justly regarded him as an important auxiliary in sustaining
the interests of religion here. He found the country in a state of great
agitation, on account of the Antinomian and Familistic notions then so
extensively prevalent ; and he had an important agency in settling that perilous controversy. He was a member of the famous Synod of Cambridge,
and, at the close of its sessions, he announced the result in a sermon from
Phil. III., 1 6 ; in which he is said to have " showed the occasion of differences among Christians, and, with much wisdom and sound argument,
persuaded the people to unity."
On the 30th of March, 1638, Mr. Davenport, with a goodly number of
the families who had come with him, sailed from Boston to Quinipiac, to
which they afterwards gave the name of New Haven. Both Mr. Davenport
and I^lr. Eaton had previously visited this place, and were greatly struck
with the beauty and fertility of the country ; and, as that region was not
included in the limits of any patent already given, they hoped that a residence there would put them out of the range of the authority of any
Governor General. And it is not improbable that one motive that influenced
them in their removal, was, that they might frame their church and commonwealth in their own way, and on a model that seemed to them more scriptural
than any other. This company of pilgrims reached their destined home
(Quinipiac) on the 14th of April, Mr. Davenport being then forty-one years
of age. The next day, which was the Sabbath, the armed men, with their
wives and children, assembled at beat of drum, under a spreading oak, to
engage in the duty of religious worship. Mr. D. preached from Math, i v . ,
1; and his subject was " The temptations of the wilderness."
On the 4th of June, 1639, the preparatory steps having been taken, " a l l
the free planters " met in a barn for the purpose of organizing a civil government; and MY. D . preached on the occasion from Proverbs i x . , 1. On the
2'id of August following, the church was constituted, and Mr. D. shortly
after was chosen pastor. He was set apart by the imposition of the hands
of two or three lay brethren, though Mr. Hooker and Mr. Stone of Hartford
were both present, and one of them offered the prayer. This ceremony was
not intended to imply any doubt of the validity of Episcopal ordination,
which Mr. D. had already received, butwas a mere recognition of his having
become the pastor of that particular church. From this period, he lived in
great quietude and usefulness for many years. I t was a source of much
enjoyment to him that his early friend Eaton, who was, for many years. Governor of the new Colony, was his neighbour, and that he could find in him a
helper in every good work.
In 1651, the Second church in Boston, then recently formed, sent him an
invitation to become their pastor ; but his relations to his own people and
to the Colony at large were such, that he did not feel at liberty, at that
time, to remove to any other place.
It is well known that several of the surviving members of the Court
that condemned Charles I. to the scaffold fled to this country. Two of
them, Whalley and Goffe, who had been M.-ijor Generals in Cromwell's
army, findin;:; their way to New Haven, were concealed, for more than a
month, in .Mr. Davenport's house ; and he even |ireachcd a sermon which
was designed and adapted to awaken sympathy in their behalf. Mr. D. was,
at one time, thought to be in danger of being arrested for the part which he
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took in the matter; but he showed himself entirely fearless, and the clamour
gradually died away.
Mr. Davenport was grievously afflicted by the introduction of what is
commonly called the "Half-way Covenant." At a Synod held at Boston
in 1662, it was decided that all persons who had been baptized in their
infancy, and who, on arriving at years of discretion, would recognise their
covenant obligations, should be allowed to bring their children for baptism.
This result of the Synod greatly divided the churches throughout the
country; and no one opposed it more earnestly or more efficiently than Mr.
Davenport. I t was to this point that he had sacrificed his standing in the
Church of Holland ; and he had not grown more tolerant of what he regarded then with such strong disapprobation.
In the midst of this controversy, the First church in Boston was deprived
by death of both its ministers—Norton and Wilson: both were in favour
of the decision of the Synod, and the greater part of the church members
agreed with them in opinion. But, as the vacant church was considered
one of great importance, to the responsibilities of which no young man
could be adequate, the eyes of the majority were turned towards Mr. Davenport,—notwithstanding he was then in his seventieth year, and suffering
under considerable bodily infirmity. A call was sent to him, which he
thought it his duty to accept, and did accept, though his congregation at
New Haven clung to him with the utmost tenacity, utterly refusing him a
dismission, and at last only passively allowing him to do as he pleased.
At the same time, there was a considerable party in the church at Boston,
and among them several persons of note, who vigorously opposed his settlement, on the ground of his holding views different from their own in respect
to the " Half-way Covenant." These finally withdrew, and were organized
at Charlestown into what is now known as the " Old South Church." A
controversy now commenced between the two churches, which was carried
on with no little asperity during a period of fourteen years. Mr. Davenport and Mr. James Allen were installed as co-pastors of the First church
on the 9th of December, 1668.
Mr. Davenport's ministry in Boston was very brief. He died of apoplexy,
on the 15th of March, 1672, in the seventy-third year of his age. He was
buried in the tomb of his friend John Cotton. His portrait is in the museum
of Yale College.
The following account of Mr. Davenport's character is from the seventh
of the "Historical Discourses" of Dr. Bacon,—the present pastor of the
church which that venerable man established:—
" From his early youth to his death, he was devoted to study. Those lucubrations
of his which in London were protracted into the late hours of the night, were not discontinued when he had removed into a deeper wilderness than that which is now
spread around the base of the Rocky Mountains. Here he was ' almost continually
in his study and family, except some public work or private duty called him forth ;'
and ' he was so'close and bent a student that the rude Pagans themselves took much
notice of it, and the Indian savages in the neighborhood would call him,—So big study
man.'
" The fruit of his studies was manifest in his sermons, and in his published works.
He was eminently familiar with the Scriptures, which he often quoted in the original
tongues, for the sake of exhibiting some delicate shade of meaning, invisible in the
translation. His skill in evolving from the Scriptures, not merely their historical or
grammatical signiflcation, but those ' u s e s ' of'doctrine, reproof, correction, instruction in righteousness ' for which ' all Scripture is profitable,' showed that his studies
brought him into communion, not with the letter only, but with the living Spirit. He
was a true master of the art of logic, as it was taught in those days, an art in the
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practice of which the mind was trained to the power of acute discrimination and
analysis. Instead of being,—as his weaker cotemporaries were prone to be,—a
slave to the technicalities of the art, he used them as easily as an expert workman
uses the tools of his trade. None in a debate could better state the point in question;
none could detect more promptly, or expose more strikingly the fallacious statements,
or the inconclusive arguments of an opponent. His various stores of knowledge
aSbrded him at need, those ready and lively illustrations which are often more effective than dry argument can be. Some specimens of a work in Latin from his pen
show that he used that language, not as many theologians have used it, with barbarous idioms, but with a degree of gracefulness and elegance.
" I cannot but conceive of him, as characterized by great dignity of manners, combined—as true dignity must ever be—with courtesy. ' He had been acquainted with
great men and great things;' he had seen the world in all its phases; and he appears
to have been always treated with that respect which is not often withheld from those
in whom the honest self-respect from which proceeds true dignity of manners, is
mingled with the kindness, which is the soul of courtesy.
"His sermons, as he prepared them for the pulpit, appear to have been not discourses fully written out, after the manner now adopted by the most accomplished
New England preachers, but outlines, with somewhat extended sketches of the leading topics, to be completed and enlivened by the freedom and fire of extemporaneous
utterance. Hence we can only very imperfectly judge of his power iu the pulpit by
any specimens of his preaching which have come down to us. That there was life and
force in his discourses, may be seen on almost any page of his ' Saints Anchor-hold.'
But the testimony of his cotemporaries is all that we have, to tell us of what he
actually was in the pulpit. One who was long acquainted with his reputation, and
who, after his removal to Boston, must have often seen him, says,—' He was a person
beyond exception and compare for all ministerial abilities;' and that even in his latest
years, 'he was of that vivacity that the strength of his memory, profoundness of his
judgment, floridness of his elocution, were little, if at all, abated in him.' Another,
who, in his youth, was the particular friend of Davenport the aged, says,—' He was
a princely preacher. I have heard some say who knew him in his younger years, that
he was then very fervent and vehement as to the manner of his delivery, but in his
later years he did very much imitate Mr. Cotton, whom, in the gravity of his countenance, he did somewhat resemble. Sic ille manus, sic oraferebat.'"
The following is a list of Mr. Davenport's publications :—Royal edict for
military exercises : A Sermon delivered in London, 1629. A Letter to the
Dutch classis, concerning Mr. John Paget, 1634. Instructions to. the
Elders of the English Church, 1634. Report of some proceedings against
John Paget, 1634. Allegations of Scripture against the baptizing of some
kind of infants, 1634. Protestation about the publishing of his writings,
1634. An apologetical Reply to a book called " An Answer to the unjust
complaint of William Best, 1636. Profession of Faith made publicly before
the congregation, &c., 1642. Answer to the Elders of the several churches
in New England, unto the Nine Positions sent over to them from England,
1648. The Knowledge of Christ in regard to types, &c., 1653. The
Messiah is already come : A Sermon, 1653. Catechism containing the
chief heads of the Christian religion, 1659. The Saints' Anchor-hold in all
storms and tempests, in sundry sermons, 1661. Another Essay for the
investigation of the truth, in answer to two questions, &c., 1663. Election
Sermon at Boston, 1669. God's Call to the people to turn unto Him, &c.:
Two Fast-day Sermons in New England, 1670. Power of Congregational
Churches asserted and vindicated, 1672. A Discourse about civil government in a new plantation, 1673. [This tract erroneously bears the name
of John Cotton on its title page.] A Latin Epistle to John Dury on the
tmion of Protestant Churches."
He wrote several' Introductions to ether men's works ; among which his
Epistle before Scudder's "Daily W a l k " is mentioned as worthy to be
reckoned itself a book. He wrote an Exposition of Solomon's Song, which
was just going into the press at London, when the death of the undertaker
of the publication stopped dt. He also wrote a Life of John Cotton, (never
VOL. I.
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published,) which was once in Governor Hutchinson's hands, but is now
lost.
Mr. Davenport had a son, John, who settled at New Haven, married a
daughter of the Rev. Abraham Pierson, November 27, 1663, and had five
children ; one of whom, John, was the minister of Stamford, Connecticut,
and another, Abigail, was married to the Rev. James Pierpont of New
Haven.

SAMUEL EATON.=*
1637—1640.
SAMUEL E A T O N was the son of the Rev. Richard Eaton, Vicar of Great
Budworth in Cheshire, and the brother of Theophilus Eaton, Governor of
the New Haven Colony. He was educated at Magdalen College, Cambridge, and received the degree of B. A. in 1624, and of M. A. in 1628.
Shortly after leaving the University, he took orders and was beneficed in the
Church of England. But, having been puritanically educated, he could not
conscientiously conform in every particular, and, on the whole, felt little at
home in his ecclesiastical relations. He came to this country in 1637,
accompanied by his brother, afterwards the Governor, and the Rev. John
Davenport, and was associated with them in the early settlement of New
Haven, and with Mr. Davenport in his pastoral charge. He is said to have
differed from his colleague in respect to the principles of civil government;
and this is supposed to have been one reason for his leaving the Colony;—his
brother, according to Cotton Mather, having advised to the measure. He
returned to England in 1640, with the design of gathering there a company
of emigrants who should settle Totoket, (afterwards Branford,) of which a
grant had been made to him, on condition that he would induce a sufficient
number of his friends to come over from England to ensure its settlement.
Mr Eaton, after leaving New Haven, was detained for some time at Boston ; where his preaching excited so much interest that vigorous efforts were
made to secure his services there permanently ; but he refused to listen to
their proposals. On his arrival in England, he found such an improvement in the civil as well as ecclesiastical condition of the country, and so
much more toleration exercised towards the Puritan party than when he
had left it, a few years before, that he soon relinquished the idea of returning to New England, and resolved again to exercise his function as a
minister in his native country. He soon gathered a Congregational church
in Duckenfield in Cheshire ; and afterwards removed, probably with some
part of his congregation, to the neighbouring borough of Stockport. Here
he seems to have had a serious difficulty with his people, some of whom, it is
said by Calamy " ran things to a great height, and grew wiser than their
minister." In 1662, he was ejected and silenced by the Act of Uniformity.
After this, he attended on the ministry of Mr. Angler of Denton; as did
many of his former hearers, some of whom had contracted a prejudice
agamst him while he was their minister, but became kindly disposed in con-

* Young's Chron.—Bacon's Historical Discourses.—Felt's Bed. Hist. N. E., I.
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sequence of being brought to commune with him in difficulties and trials.
After a scene of protracted suffering from various causes, he died, at Denton in Lancashire, on the 9th of June, 1665, aged sixty-eight, and was
buried in the chapel there. His funeral sermon was preached, according to
Ills own appointment, from the words,—" I know that my Redeemer liveth,"
&c. The preacher dwelt much on the afflictions of the deceased. He spoke
of him as having been " much afflicted in his estate in the times of the
former Bishops," and as having been more recently " afl[licted in his body,
liberty, friends, good name, and oft times and many ways troubled and grieved
in his spirit." His afflictions had been " many and great, and some of long
continuance." " He had been wronged in his good name, not by enemies, but
friends." " He had suffered for a season the loss of speech, being thus
unfitted for public service." " S o m e of those to whom he had preached,
and with whom he had walked, had greatly distressed his heart with their
errors in doctrine, and their scandals and divisions ; some had returned him
evil for good, and hatred for good will; and had filled him with reproaches."
He liad "been dying many years," and at last departed in an evil time,
leaving his friends and the Church of God in great and general affliction.
Yet he died not till God having humbled him and proved him, had " cleared
his innocency, and restored him to some measure of usefulness." " B y the
goodness of God he died, notwithstanding all his enemies, in his own house
and bed, and came to his grave in peace, according to his heart's desire."*
Cotton Mather says,—" He was a very holy man, and a person of great
learning and judgment, and a most incomparable preacher." Dr. Calamy
says,—" He left no children, but left a good name among persons of all
persuasions." Wood, the author of the Athenje Oxonienses, and a vigorous opposer of the Puritans, says that he was " held in wonderful esteem,"
by the Puritans in that part of the Kingdom, and that he was a " most
pestilent leading person" among them.
The following is a list of Mr. Eaton's publications:—A Defence of
sundry positions and Scriptures alleged to justify the Congregational way,
1645. Defence of sundry positions and Scriptures for tho Congregational
way justified ; the second part, 1646. [In this and the preceding work, he
was assisted by his colleague at Duckenfield, Timothy Taylor.] The mystery of God incarnate, or the Word made flesh cleared up, &c., 1650.
Vindication or further confirmation of some of the Scriptures, produced to
prove the Divinity of Jesus Christ, distorted and miserably wrested and
abused by Mr. John Knowles, &c., 1651. The doctrine of Christ's satisfaction, and of the reconciliation of God's part to the creature: Printed
with the Vindication. Discourse concerning the springing and spreading
of error, and of the means of cure and of preservation against i t : Printed
also with the Vindication. Treatise of the oath of allegiance and covenant,
showing that they oblige not. [The date is not given, but it was replied to
in 1650.] The Quakers confuted, &c., 1659.
• The Funeral Sermon, from which these arc extracts, is found in the works of Oliver Hcywood, V.
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HENRY WHITFIELD.^
1637—1650.
H E N R Y W H I T F I E L D was bom in England, and was the youngest son of
an eminent lawyer. His father originally designed him for the profession
of Law, and educated him first at one of the Universities, and then at the
Inns of Court. He, however, having become early impressed with religious
truth, chose to devote himself to the ministry; and, accordingly he gave up
all thoughts of the Law, and directed his studies with reference to the
clerical profession.
I n due time he commenced preaching, and became minister of Ockham,
in Surrey, where his labours were attended with an abundant blessing.
Not only in the town where he resided, but in the adjacent country, many
were supposed to have been converted through his instrumentality. At
length, being encouraged by the success that attended his labours abroad,
and having, in addition to one of the best church livings, a handsome private income, he procured and maintained another godly minister at Ockham,
that he might have the privilege of itinerating among the destitute places.
The result of these labours of love was most benign and cheering to both
himself and others.
During a period of twenty years he conformed to the various rites and
usages of the Established Church; but yet he was in great favour with
many of the nonconformists. He was remarkable for his hospitality,
especially towards those whom he considered as suffering from an invasion
of their religious rights.
I t seems not improbable that his intimacy with the nonconformists had a
powerful effect on his own mind with reference to the great questions of the
day. Certain it is that he became fully convinced that they were right,
and that he felt constrained ultimately to declare himself of their number.
This soon involved him in troubles from whioh he had protected others.
Archbishop Laud prosecuted him for refusing to read the "Book of
Sports ;" and, being a man of great moderation and self-denial, instead
of attempting to meet the prosecution, he peaceably resigned his charge
and his benefice.
As he saw no prospect of any change favourable to his wishes in the
state of the Church, or of his being advantageously employed as a minister
in his native country, he now formed the purpose of coming to New England. Accordingly, he disposed of his personal estate, and in the year
1637 came with Governor Eaton to New Haven. He was accompanied by
many of his friends and acquaintances from Surrey, Kent and Sussex, who
had become so much attached to his ministry that they shrunk from no
sacrifice by means of which they might enjoy it.
Soon after his arrival in this country, he, with his friends, commenced
the settlement of the town of Guilford, having previously purchased the
land from the native Indians who occupied it. They gave the place its
name from a town in Surrey, from which a large portion of them had emi-

• Mather's Mag., III.—Brook's Lives, III.—History of Guilford in Mass. Hist. Coll., I V . Indian Converts, by Experience Mayhew.
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grated. There is no record or tradition of Mr. Whitfield's having been
ordained here ; so that it is presumed that he exercised his ministerial office
by the same authority as in England.
Mr. Whitfield may be considered as having been, in every sense, the
head and father of the plantation ; and they looked up to him with a truly
filial regard. He had a large estate, and a large heart, which enabled him
not only to devise, but to accomplish, liberal things. He built, at his own
expense, a firm, and for those days, a large and elegant, stone house, which
served as a fort for himself and many of the inhabitants, and which still
remains a monument of his benevolence and public spirit.
Of the particulars of Mr. Whitfield's ministry at Guilford no record is
known to exist; though the tradition is, that he exercised a commanding
influence, the sphere of which extended much beyond his own congregation.
After remaining with his people about t-svelve years, he was induced, iu
consequence of tho change of times in England, under the Commonwealth,
to return to bis native country. Several of the planters returned with him,
though the mass of them remained behind,—not however without the expectation of ultimately following him. He offered them his estate on very low
terms; but, either on account of their poverty or the expectation of soon
leaving the country, they declined making the purchase ; though they afterwards regretted their determination. He left his church under the care of
his son-in-law, the Rev. John Higginson. Cotton Mather says, that, " at
the time of parting, the whole town accompanied him unto the water side,
with a spring tide of tears."
3Ir. Whitfield left Guilford in the latter part of the summer of 1650,
and repaired first to Boston, with a view to embark for England. The
vessel in which he took passage to Boston, stopped for ten days at Martha's
^ ineyard; and this gave him an opportunity of visiting the celebrated
Mayhew, so well known for his benevolent labours among the Indians. He
accompanied Mr. Mayhew to several Indian meetings, and was greatly
pleased with the manner in which he addressed them, as well as with the
intelligence and propriety which the Indian children evinced in answering
the questions that were put to them. Mr. Whitfield afterwards wrote concerning Mr. Mayhew as follows:—
'' Thus having seen a short model of his way, and of the pains he took, I made
some inquiry about Mr. Mayhew himself and about his subsistence; because I saw but
a small and slender appearance of ontward conveniences of life in anj-comfortable
way. The man himself was modest, and I could get little from him, but after, I
understood from others how short things were with him, and how he was many times
forced to labour with his own hands, having a .wife and three small children, who
depended upon him to provide necessaries for them; having not half so much
yearly coming in, in a settled way. as an ordinary labourer gets there among them;
yet he is cheerful amidst these straits, and none hear him complain. The truth is, he
will n(jt leave the work in which his lu';ut is engaged; for on my knowledge, if he
would have left the work, and employed himself otherwhere, he might have had a
more coraiietent and cuiiifortable maintenance. I mention this the rather, because I
have sdijie hope that some pious mind who reads this, might be inwardly moved to
e<insider his condition and come to his succour, for his encouragement in this great
work."

On his return to England, Mr. Whitfield was cordially greeted by his
old friends, and he continued through life to command the respect of many
in the highest circles of society. He settled in the ministry at Winchester,
where he probably continued till his death, which is supposed to have
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occurred about the time of the Restoration. He was the author of a work
entitled,—"Some help to stir up to Christian duties," &c., 1636.
Cotton Mather says of him,—
" H i s way of preaching was much like Dr. Sibbs'; and there was a marvellotis
majesty and sanctity observable in it. He carried much authority with him; and
using frequently to visit the particular families of his flock, with profitable discourses
on the great concerns of their interior state, it is not easy to describe the reverence
with which they entertained him."

The Rev. Thomas Ruggles, one of his successors in the ministry at
Guilford, speaks of him as " a well-bred gentleman, a good scholar, a great
divine, and an excellent preacher."

THOIVEAS COBBET.*
1637—1685.
THOMAS C O B B E T was born at Newbury, Berkshire, England, in the
year 1608. His parents were in somewhat humble circumstances, and subsequently came to New England, where they spent their latter years. In
due time, he became a student of the University of Oxford ; but, when the
plague raged there, he, with some others, put himself under the instruction
of the celebrated Dr. Twiss of his native town. He entered the ministry
and was first settled in a small place in Lincolnshire. In consequence of
his nonconformity, he found it impossible to exercise his ministry with
quietude, safety, or usefulness ; and he resolved to seek a field of labour in
this Western wilderness. Accordingly, he came to this country in the same
ship with John Davenport, and arrived here June 26, 1637. He was soon
invited by his old friend, the Rev. Samuel Whiting, who had preceded him
a few years in his emigration, and who was then comfortably settled as the
minister of Lynn, to become his colleague. He accepted the invitation,
and the two laboured together in the utmost harmony for nearly twenty
years. One year their salary was reduced to thirty pounds each ; and that
same year the town suffered a loss by disease among the cattle, of not less
than three hundred pounds ; which Cotton Mather reckons a just retribution for their parsimony. Mr. Cobbet, finding his support at Lynn insufficient, accepted an invitation to preach, and ultimately to settle, at Ipswich;—
Mr. Rogers having then recently died, and Mr. Norton having removed to
Boston. Here he continued diligently engaged in his work, until he was
called to his reward. He died November 5, 1685, aged seventy-seven.
From the records of the town, it appears that the expenses of the funeral
were about eighteen pounds, including thirty two gallons of wine at four
shillings, sixty-two pounds of sugar, cider and ginger, and some dozen pairs
of gloves.
Mr. Cobbet left a widow, who died the next year, and four children,—
three sons and one daughter. Three other children he had previously lost
by death. His son Samuel (as is supposed) was a graduate of Harvard
College in 1663, and was living in 1698. The epitaph which Cotton Mather
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designed for Mr. Cobbet, though never inscribed upon his tombstone, was
yet so pertinent that it will very well bear to be translated. It is as follows:—"Stay, passenger, for here lies a treasure, Thomas Cobbet, of
whose availing prayers and most approved manners, you, if an inhabitant of
New England, need not be told. If you cultivate piety, admire him; if
you wish for happiness, follow him."
The foUo-ft'lng incidents, gathered by the Rev. Mr. Felt from the Colony
Records, sufficiently indicate the high place which Mr. Cobbet held among
the clergy of that day :—
"1657, June 5th. He is one of thirteen elders who meet in Boston on ecclesiastical questions, preposrd by the Legislature of Connecticut. Divines from other Colonies were to meet with them. The main subject for their deliberation was the baptism
of children.—IGGl, June 7th. Mr. Cobbet is on a committee to consider 'our patent
laws, and privileges and duty to his Majesty.' Their report was made June 10th, and
was a very interesting document on account of its relativeness to the critical state of
the Colony.—1062, May 7th. the Legislature grant him five hundred acres of land.—
Lii'S. April 14th. Jle is one of six clergymen appointed by the General Court to argue
with several Baptists in Boston against their particular tenets.—1671, May 31st. lie is
among fifteen ministers wlio had counselled the Third church of Boston to form a society by themselves, and who now present an address to the Legislature, requesting
that, as their committee reported them last year to be disorganizers, for having given
such counsel, they may have a hearing either before the Court or a convention of
churches. The Court considered their address, and owned that their committee had
uttered themselves improperly.—1676, August 9th. Mr. Cobbet is of twenty-four
elders, who assemble in Bcston, by desire of the assistants, to advise them about the
cemplauit of Gorges and Mason to the King. This year he was severely tried in the
capture of his son by the Indians at the Eastward. Public prayers were offered not
only in his own congregation, but also in others of the vicinity, for the deliverance of
this ca}itivu. They were answered, and the heart of an afflicted parent was comforted.
1077. Mr. Cobbet writes a narrative of striking events to Increase Mather."
Mr. Cobbet preached two Election Sermons ;—one in 1649, and the other
in 1666. He was regarded as among not only the best preachers, but the
best writers, of his time, in New England. He published in 1643, A Vindication of the covenant of the children of church members; in 1645, A
Defence of Infant Baptism, highly commended by Mr. Cotton in his preface
to Norton's Answer to ApoUonius ; in 1653, The Civil Magistrate's power
in matters of religion modestly debated, &c., with an answer to a pamphlet
called " 111 news from England," by John Clark of Rhode Island ; in 1654,
A Practical Discourse on Prayer ; in 1656, A Treatise on the honour due
from children to their parents.
The author of the Magnalia, in rendering his high testimony to Mr. Cobbet's work on prayer, says,—
"Of all the works written by Mr. Cobbet, none deserves more to be read by the
world, or to live till the general burning of the world, than that of prayer. And
indeed prayer, the subject so experimentally, and therefore judiciously, therefore
profitably, "therein handled, was not the least of those things for which Mr. Cobbet
was remarkable. He was a very praying man, and his prayers were not more observable throiigliout New England for the argumentative, the importunate, and, I had
almost said, filially familiar strains of them, than for the wonderful successes that
attended them. Our Cobbet might certainly make a considerable figure in the catalogue of th(]se eminent saints, whose cxjirriences have notably exem])lified the power
of prayer untd the world. That golden eb.iin, one end whereof is tied unto the tongue
of man, and the other end unto the ear of God, our Cobbet was always pulling at;
and he often pulled unto such marvellous purpose that the neighbours were almost
ready to sing of him, as Claudian did upon the jirospeious prayers of Theodosius—
' 0 nimium dilecte Deo.' "
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WILLIAIVE HOOKE.*
1637—1656.
W I L L I A M H O O K E was born in Southampton, England, of highly
respectable parents, in the year 1601. He was sent to Trinity College,
Oxford, in 1616, where he was admitted to the degree of B. A. in 1620,
and of M. A. in 1623. Wood speaks of him at this time as being
" esteemed a close student and a religious person." Having received orders
in the Church of England, he became Vicar of Axmouth in Devonshire,
where he continued several years. Both his preaching and his nonconformity rendered him an object of displeasure with the reigning powers;
until at length he formed and executed the purpose of casting in his lot with
those who had migrated to New England.
I t is not known in what year Mr. Hooke came to this country; but it
was probably in or about the year' 1636. Immediately after the settlement
of Taunton in 1637, we find him the pastor of the church in that place.
He was inducted into office by such men as John Wilson and Richard
Mather.
He remained at Taunton not far from seven years ; during which time he
was associated in his ministerial labours with Mr. Nicholas Street ;t the one
holding the oifice of pastor, the other of teacher. At length he was invited
to succeed Samuel Eaton, the brother of Theophilus Eaton, the founder
and first Governor of New Haven, and to be associated as teacher with John
Davenport in the charge of the New Haven church. He was probably
installed there in 1644 or 1645—the exact date has not been ascertained.
Cotton Mather informs us that " on the day of his ordination, he humbly
chose for his text those words in Judges Y I I . 10.—' Go thou with Phurah
thy servant;' and as humbly raised his doctrine—that in great services a
little help is better than none ; which he gave as the reason of his own
being joined with so considerable a Gideon as Mr. Davenport."
Mr. Hooke was very highly connected, being the cousin by marriage of
Oliver Cromwell, and the brother-in-law of Edward Whalley, one of the
eight military chiefs, who ruled the eight districts into which England was
divided by the Protector. Mr. Hooke corresponded with Cromwell during
his residence at New Haven, and it may fairly be inferred that he was on
terms of intimacy with him previous to his coming to this country. It is
not strange therefore that, after Cromwell had risen to all but absolute
power over the whole British empire, and Congregational principles seemed
likely to triumph in England, and the New Haven Colony withal was greatly
depressed, and its prospects extremely dubious,—it is not strange that,
under these circumstances, Mr. Hooke should have begun to meditate the
purpose of returning to his native country ; and an additional consideration
•Trumbull's Conn., I.—Bacon's Historical Discourses.—Emery's Ministry of Taunton.
f NICHOLAS STREET was educated in England; but it is not known in what year he came to
this country. He was settled as colleague with Mr. Hooke at Taunton at the organization of the
church, and remained there upwards of twenty years. On the 26th of Sej^tember, 1659, he was
settled at New Haven as colleague with Mr Davenport, where he continued till his death, April
22,1674:. Dr. Bacon pronounces Mm " a pious, judicious, modest man," and " n o inferior
preacher." His first wife was a sister of Elizabeth Pool, the foundress of Taunton; his second
was the widow of Governor Newman. His son, Samuel, graduated at Harvard College in 1664,
was ordamed at Wallingford, Conn., iu 1674, and died January 16, 1717.
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that probably influenced him was, that he might do more for the Colony
and for his people there, than if he were to remain among them. Accordinclv, we find that, in 1654, Mrs. Hooke took her departure for England ;
and two years after—in 1656, she was followed by her husband. Shortly
after his arrival there, he wrote thus to Governor Winthrop:—
'• As touching myself. I am not yet settled, the Protector having engaged me to
him, not long after my landing, who hitherto hath well provided for me. His desire
i.s tijat a church may be gathered in his family, to which purpose I have had speech
with him several times: but, though the thing be most desirable, 1 foresee great difHculties in sundry respeets. I think to proceed as far as I may by any rule of God,
and am altogether unwilling that this motion should fall in his heart. But my own
weakness is discouragement enough, were there nothing else."

It does not appear that Cromwell's purpose in regard to gathering a
church in his family was fully carried o u t ; though Mr. Hooke became his
domestic chaplain, being associated in the office with Hugh Peters and John
Howe. He had also conferred upon him the " mastership of the Hospital
called tlie Savoy, in the city of Westminster." Thus he was thrown into
a wide field of usefulness ; and, for a while, his influence acted directly
upon the throne.
But a sad reverse in his circumstances and prospects soon overtook him.
In less than two years after his arrival in England, his friend and patron,
the Lord Protector, died; the consequence of which was that the Commonwealth died also ; and Mr. Hooke became an ejected and silenced minister.
Mr. Hooke seems always to have retained an affectionate remembrance of
his friends in New England, and particularly of his charge at New Haven.
In 1071, he addressed to the New Haven church a letter in which he conlii'iiis their title to a lot which he had previously given them, known as " the
Hooke lot;" and prescribes certain terms in the donation which, it is understood, have not been strictly complied with. In his letter he says,—
" Brethren, I daily have you in remembrance before the Lord, as retaining my old
brotherly aflfection towards J'ou, desiring the return of your prayers and brotherly
love for him in whose heart you have a great interest. The Father of mercy be with
you all, dwell in the midst of you, fill you with all joy and peace in believing, and
bring you to his everlasting Kingdom in glory, through Jesus Christ, in whom I rest."
Mr. Ilooke was made a dispenser of the charities of the New Haven
church, among the poor ministers and ministers' widows in England. I n
acknowledging it, he adds—"This fruit of your bounty is very thankfully
received and acknowledged by us, and the good Lord make all grace to
abound towards you."
Mr. Hooke spent a few of his last years in comparative retirement. He
died in or near London, on the 21st of March, 1678, aged eighty-seven, and
was buried in the celebrated cemetery in London, known as "Bunhill
iields."
The printed productions of Mr. Hooke are New England's Tears for Old
England's Fears. A Fast Sermon, 1640-^1. A Fast Sermon, 1645.
A Sermon on Job II. 12., 1641. A Sermon in New England in behalf of
Old England, &c., 1645. The privileges of the Saints on earth beyond
those in Heaven, kc, 1673. A Discourse on the Gospel day, printed with
the former book. The Slaughter of the Witnesses. A Sermon in the Supplement to the ]Morning Exercises.
Cotton Matlier'.s testimony concerning Mr. Ilooke is that he was a
"learned, holy and hunilde man." Trumbull, the Historian of Connecticut
VOL. T.
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speaks of him as a man " of great learning and piety, and possessing excellent
pulpit talents." Dr. Bacon in one of his Historical Discourses, prefaces an
extract from Mr. Hooke's Fast sermon preached in 1640, thus :—
" The title of the sermon is New England's Tears for Old England's Fears; and tho
sermon itself is, in matter and style, quite unlike the ordinary preaching of that day.
For matter, while a strain of evangelical sentiment runs through it, it is chiefly occupied with a lively description of the horrors of war, and especially of civil war, and
with a statement of the reasons which ought to constrain the men of New England to
sympathize with all the distresses of their mother country. For the style, while it
has some touches of antique phraseology, it is far more ornamented, polished and
rhetorical, than the style of any other New England preacher of that day."

JOHN FISKE.*
1637—1676.
J O H N F I S K E was born in the parish of St. James in the county of Suffolk, England, about the year 1601. Not only his immediate parents, but
his more remote ancestry, were eminent for piety; and several of them
suffered severe persecution in the days of the bloody Mary. He was the
eldest of four children, all of whom ultimately migrated to New England.
He took his degree of B. A. at King's College, Cambridge, in 1625, and
subsequently entered the ministry. But so greatly was he embarrassed in
the exercise of his office, on account of his nonconformity, that he determined to devote himself to the study of medicine; and, upon a thorough
examination, he obtained a license for public practice. At the age of about
tv/enty-eight, he was married to a young lady of excellent character and
large fortune, whose father, ho'wever, subsequently refused her a considerable portion of her patrimony, on account of her coming to New England.
After his father's death, his mother, two sisters, and youngest brother,
having been committed to his care, he thought it his duty to remove to
New England, where he might have an opportunity of returning to the
quiet exercise of his ministry. To avoid the danger of being arrested, he
took shipping in disguise, accompanied by the Rev. John Allin, afterwards minister at Dedham. But, after they had passed the Land's End, they
made themselves known, and generally preached two sermons a day, until
they had completed their passage. Indeed, so much time was devoted to
religious services, that, when one of the passengers was reproved for
amusing himself with his hook and line on the Sabbath, he protested that
he did not know when the Sabbath was ; that he thought every day was a
Sabbath day ; " for," said he, " you do nothing but pray and preach all
the week long."
Mr. Fiske arrived in New England in the year 1637, having experienced
two bereavements in connection with his voyage : his aged mother died shortly after he sailed, and big infant child shortly after he landed. He came
well supplied with servants, and the various implements requisite for both
farming and building, and withal had provisions enough to support his
family in a wilderness for three years ;—of which last he imparted freely to
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the inhahltants of the country, whom he found in the midst of a war with
the re(iUOt Indians. For about three years after his arrival, he resided at
Salem, where he held the double office of preacher and tutor : he had a
considerable number of young persons under his instruction; and, at a later
period, for want of any suitable school at hand, he conducted the education
of his own children. From Salem he removed to an adjoining place, since
called Wenham; and there, on the 8th of October, 1644, a church was
gathered, of which he became pastor. Here he continued more than fourB
teen years, satisfied with a very meagre salary, and contributing liberally of
his own means in aid of the infant Colony.
About the year 1656, he removed, with the greater part of his church, to
another new town, called Chelmsford, where he spent the residue of his days.
Here he experienced a severe trial in the death of his wife ; -n'hose remarkable familiarity with Scripture, Cotton Mather says, rendered any other concordance of the Bible useless in his library. She was blind during several
of her last years, and died, February 14, 1672. After this, he formed
another matrimonial connection with Elizabeth, widow of Edmund Hinchman.
3Ir. Fiske was the minister of Chelmsford for about twenty years. He
was instant in season and out of season in the discharge of his duties; but in
nothing was he more particular than in communicating catechetical instruction.
He even composed and published a catechism, entitled, " T h e olive branch
watered"—the only thing, so far as is known, that he ever did publish;
though he preferred the Assembly's catechism for his .public expositions,
with which he was accustomed to precede his afternoon sermon on the
Sabbath.
Notwithstanding he had enjoyed unusually vigorous health during nearly
his whole ministry, insomuch that he was rarely interrupted, even for a
single Sabbath, in his labours, yet, towards the close of life, he was visited
with a complication of maladies, that rendered his life well nigh a burden
to him. For a considerable time, he was carried into the church in a chair,
and preached in a sitting posture. But, on the second sabbath after he was
confined to his house, he was seized with violent convulsions, which afterwards recurred frequently, until they caused his death. He died on the 14th
of .January, 1676. His dying benediction upon his children, who were present, was as follows :—" You are as a shock of corn bound txp ; or as twins
made beautiful by the covenant of grace. You have an interest in the sure
mercies of David : these you have to live upon. Provoke one another to
love. The God of your forefathers bless you all."
Mr. Fiske left a widow and four children ; but his wife and two children
were absent at the time of his death. His son, Moses, was graduated at
Harvard college in 1662; was ordained at Braintree, (now Quincy,) September 11, 1672 ; and died August 10, 1708, aged sixty-six.
Mr. Fiske seems to have been distinguished for his zeal in the cause of
religion; for a disinterested and self-sacrificing spirit ; for the abundance of
his public labours ; and for maintaining an exact and efficient Church discipline. Cotton jNIatlicr calls him " a plain, but able, painful and useful
preacher of the Gospel."
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JOHN ALLIN.*
1637—1671.
J O H N A L L I N was born in England in the year 1596. He is supposed to
have been educated at the University of Cambridge. After his education
was completed, he entered the ministry, and preached for a considerable
time in connection with the Established Church of England. There was a
minister of his name settled at Ipswich, who, being silenced by Bishop
Wren for his nonconformity, afterwards went to reside in London ; and that
person was probably the same with the subject of this sketch. He came to
New England in 1637 ; being obliged to go on board the ship which was to
convey him hither, in disguise, in order to elude pursuit.
He went to reside at Dedham almost immediately after his arrival; though
he was not admitted a freeman of the Colony until the close of tho next
year. A church being gathered at Dedham, he was requested, for the time,
to supply the place of teacher; and, after a few months, when some more
permanent arrangement was to be made, all eyes were directed towards him,
either for pastor or teacher; and as he seemed to think himself better
adapted to the former oifice, he was accordingly appointed to it. He was
duly set apart as pastor,—a ruling elder being ordained at the same time,—
on the 29th of April, 1639. Several brethren, deputed by the church, laid
their hands on his head, one of them offered a prayer, and, at the close
of the service, Mr. Whiting of Lynn, in the name of the Elders and other
Christians present, gave the Right Hand of Fellowship.
In 1646, when there was an attempt made to bring the Colonists into
subjection to the British Parliament, the magistrates having given their
opinion on the matters in dispute, the Elders were called upon to give their's,
and Mr. Allin was chosen to be their organ. He presented a paper the
next day in behalf of the Elders, written in a manly and decided tone,
marking the just limitations of Colonial allegiance, and fully sustaining the
views of the magistrates who were determined on resistance.
In 1637, a number of Divines in England, having heard that their brethren
on this side of the water had departed from the old landmarks in regard to
ecclesiastical discipline and order, addressed to them a letter of inquiry in
respect to what they called the " n i n e positions." The New England
Divines answered this communication at length ; frankly acknowledging that,
on certain points, their views had undergone a change since they left their
native country. This called forth a Reply by John Ball, in behalf of the
Divines of Old England ; and to this Reply there was a rejoinder, under the
title of a "Defence of the nine questions or positions"—the joint production of Mr. Allin and Thomas Shepard of Cambridge. The work was
executed with marked ability, and was considered as good authority in its
day.
At a meeting of the Synod of Cambridge, at an adjourned term, in 1648,
Mr. Allin preached from the 15th chapter of Acts, containing a history of
the council of Jerusalem. Governor Winthrop states that the preacher
'Brook's Lives, III.—Mather's Mag., III.—Prentiss' Sermon on the Death of Bev. Jason
Haven.—Lamson's Historical Discourses.—Felt's Eccl. Hist N . E., I .
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"handled his subject," both as regards its " doctrines and applications," in
a "godly and learned" manner, with a " clear discovery and refutation of such
errors, objections and scruples as have been raised by some young heads in
the country." Winthrop states that, while he was in the midst of his sermon, a snake appeared in the church, and crawled into the seats where
many of the Elders sat behind the preacher. One of them, " a man of
much faith," ventured to encounter the snake with his foot and staff, and
very soon found means of despatching him. " I t is out of doubt," says
Winthrop, " t h e Lord discovered somewhat of his mind in this." * * *
" The serpent is the devil; the Synod, the representative of the churches of
Christ in New England,—the destruction and dissolution of which he has,
in time past, and now recently been plotting; but he is now foiled; their
faith in the seed of the woman overcame him, and crushed his head."
One of the leading controversies of this period had respect to the proper
subjects of baptism. The decision of the Synod in 1662 was in favour of
the doctrine that persons who had been baptized in infancy, and whose lives
were not immoral, might claim the ordinance in behalf of their children.
This was strongly opposed by several eminent ministers, one of whom was
President Chauncy of Harvard College, and the work which he wrote on
the subject was replied to by Mr. Allin. In his answer, he maintains that
the doctrine of the Synod was no novelty; that it had been holden by the
greatest lights of the Church; and that it would have been inserted in the
Cambridge platform, except from a delicate regard to the feelings of a few
who could not subscribe to it.
This controversy was not only an agitating, but a protracted, one. When,
five years after, there was a secession from the First church in Boston, in
consequence of the settlement of John Davenport, who maintained, with
great zeal, the strict side in this controversy, seventeen ministers, at the
head of whom was John Allin, bore public testimony against Mr. Davenport and his adherents. The Deputies having finally decided in favour of
the old church, there was, at a subsequent session, a petition or address presented by the ministers, defending themselves from the charges which had
been made against them, and professing their adherence to the safe and
sober principles of Congregationalism. The name of John Allin is first on
the list of petitioners; and the petition only reasserted the doctrine he had
maintained in his defence of the Synod.
Beside the above controversial writings, Mr. Allin published nothing ;
though the two last sermons that he preached were published after his
death, and have been republished in the Dedham Pulpit, within the last few
years.
Mr. Allin seems to have continued his labours, without much interruption, till near the close of life. He died on the 26th of August, 1671,
at the age of seventy-five, after an illness of ten days. His "beloved wife
Katherine," as he calls her in his records, died three days after, and both
were buried in the same grave. She was the widow of Governor Thomas
Dudley, and was married to Mr. Allin, November 8, 1653, a little more
than three months after the Governor's death ; Mr. AUin's first wife, Margaret, having been dead a little more than six months. By the last marriage
he had three sons.
The Rev. Dr. Lamson, the present pastor of the First church in Dedham,
writes thus concerning Mr. Allin:—
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" H e possessed a vigorous, acute and discriminating understanding, and for the age
and the circumstances in which he was placed, he wrote well. His style is marked by
simplicity, directness and force, though not by elegance. All his measures appear to
have been characterized by good sense and a plain straight forward honesty. He was
prudent, firm and energetic,—entering on his work with calmness, and pursuing it
with a decision and perseverance suthcieut to overcome all obstacles. He lived at a
period when the affairs of the Colony required men of active habits as well as patient
thought; and he shrunk from no duty which the exigencies of the times imposed. He
occasionally shared the labours of Eliot in his benevolent visits among the Indians; he
took a lively interest in all the great questions of the day, and in numerous ways
rendered no small service to the public. To his other qualities he added uncommon
amenity of disposition, modesty and gentleness. In all the notices of him I have met
with, in contemporary or other writings entitled to respect, these traits of his character are spoken of with peculiar emphasis. There must have been something remarkable in the degree or manner in which they manifested themselves, to account for the
warm encomiums uniformly bestowed on them by those v/ho had the best opportunity
of knowing him.
" Theological discussions which too often have the effect of inflaming the passions,
and infusing acrimony into the mildest natures, appear not for one moment to have
disturbed the serenity of his mind. His spirits remained sunny still, and his blandness of temper never forsook him. No acerbity of feeling discloses itself in any portion of his controversial writings, but good humour, fairness, Christian courtesy, and
a honied sweetness are everywhere visible, even when he deals the hardest blows
against the arguments of his adversary. A rare example of moderation in that or

CHARLES CHAUNCY.*
1638—1672.
C H A R L E S CHAUNCy was descended from a family which came to England with William the Conqueror. He was the fifth and youngest son of
George Chauncy; was born at Yardley-bury, Hertfordshire, England;
and was baptized and registered on the 5th of November, 1592. He was
at the Westminster school, which was kept in a building adjoining the Parliament House—at the time of the gunpowder plot; and must have inevitably perished, if the scheme had not been providentially defeated. On
leaving this school, he was admitted a student of Trinity College, Cambridge,
where he proceeded B. A. in 1613, and M. A. in 1617 He became also a
Fellow of the College, and in 1624 was honoured with the degree of Bachelor of Divinity. He was afterwards chosen Professor of Hebrew,—being
regarded as one of the most thorough Hebrew scholars of his day; but the
Vice Chancellor, Dr. Williams, overruled the choice in favour of one of his
own relatives,—upon which, Mr. Chauncy was appointed to another and
equally important oifice,—that of Professor of Greek. On leaving the
University, he at once acquired a high reputation as a preacher, and was
soon settled in tl e ministry at ]M:H'st m-Laurence in Northamptonshire; but, in
the early part of 1627, he became Vicar of Ware,—a parish in Hertfordshire, where his labours were attended with a remarkable blessing.
Upon the publication of the " Book of Sports," under the direction of
Bishop Laud, Mr. Chauncy was forbidden preaching on Sabbath afternoon,
that the people might have the better opportunity for their profane recreations. But, as this was more than his conscience could tolerate, he devoted

* Mather's Mag., III.—Life by Dr. Chauncy.-Brook's Lives, III.—Quiney's Hist. Harr.
Coll., I.—MS. from Professor Fowler.
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the howrs in which he was forbidden to preach, to catechising persons of all
a^es that would come to him. This, however, was frowned upon, and was
declared to be "as bad as
preaching."
In J a n u a r y , 1620, Sir. Chauncy was charged with having asserted in a
sermon that " i d o l a t r y was admitted into the Church ; t h a t , not only t h e
prophets of Baal, but Baal himself, was received, and houses multiplied for
their e n t e r t a i n m e n t ; t h a t the preaching of the Gospel would be suppressed;
that there wanted men of courage to remind their superiors of their n e g l e c t ;
and that there w^as a g r e a t increase of A t h e i s m , P o p e r y , Arminianism and
heresy in the c h u r c h . " After being questioned in the H i g h Commission
Court, Ills cause was referred to Bishop L a u d , his ordinary, who required
him to make a submission in L a t i n ; b u t whether that requisition was complied with, is a question upon which authorities are not agreed. I n 1 6 3 5 ,
he was again brought before the same Court, when L a u d had become A r c h bishop of Canterbury. The crime now charged upon him was " o p p o s i n g
the making of a rail around the communion table in t h a t parish church, as
an innovation and snare to men's consciences." H e was pronounced guilty
of contempt of ecclesiastical government, and of raising a schism, and was
suspended from his ministry till he should make an acknowledgment of his
off'encc. H e was sentenced to pay the costs of suit, which were great, and
to imprisonment u n t i l he should comply with t h e order of Court. H i s fortitude now failed him, and he made the following r e c a n t a t i o n : —
" Whereas I, Charles Chauncy, clerk, late vicar of "Ware, in the county of Hertford, stand, by sentence of this honourable Court, legally convicted for opposing tho
setting of a rail about the communion table in the chancel of the parish church of
\yare, with a bench thereunto affixed, for the communicants to resort unto and to receive
the blessed sacrament there, kneeling upon 'their knees, saying it was an innovation, a snare to men's consciences, and a breach of the second commandment, an addition to the Lord's worship, and that which hath driven me out of the town; I, the
said Charles Chauncy, do hereby, befoi'C this honorable Court, acknowledge my great
offence in using the said invective words, and am heartily sorry for them. I protest,
and am ready to declare, by virtue of mine oath, that I now hold, and am persuaded
in my conscience, that kneeling at the receiving of the Holy Communion is a lawful
and commendable gesture; and that a rail set up in the chancel of any church, by the
authority of the ordinary, with a bench thereunto affixed for the communicants to
repair unto, to receive the holy comnmnion kneeling, is a decent and convenient
ornament for that purpose, and this Court conceiveth that the rail set up lately in the
parish church of Ware, with the bench affl.xed, is such a one. And I do further confess that 1 was much to blame for opposing the same, and do promise, from henceforth,
never, by word or deed, to oppose either that or any other the laudable rites and ceremonies prescribed and commanded to be used in the Church of England.
CHARLES CHAUNCY."

-\fter he had made this recantation in open court, the Archbishop judicially admonished him to " c a r r y himself peaceably and conformably to the
doctrine, the discipline and rites and ceremonies of the church of E n g l a n d ;
and that, in case he should be brought before them again, for any similar
off'ence, the Court intended to proceed against him with all s e v e r i t y . " A n d
thus he was dismissed.
This unfortunate step, taken by Mr. Chauncy, under the influence of powerful temptation, never ceased, while he lived, to occasion him remorse and
bitter regret. Nearly forty years afterwards, and only a short time before
his death, he made the following humiliating declaration in his last will and
testament:—
" I acknowledge myself to be a child of wrath, and sold under sin, and one who
bath been polluted with innumerable transgressions and mighty sins; which, as far as
I know and can call to remembrance, I keep still fresh before me, and desire with
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mourning and self-abhorrence, still to do as long as life shall last; and especially my
so many sinful compliances with, and conformity unto, vile human inventions, and
will worship, and hell-bred superstitions, and other evil things patched to the service
of God, with which the English mass book, I mean the Book of Common Prayer, is so
fully fraught."

Mr. Chauncy, being at length silenced for refusing to read the " Book of
Sports," resolved to seek at once a refuge and a field of labour in New
England. Accordingly, he came to this country, and arrived at Plymouth
a few days before the great earthquake, which occurred on the 1st of June,
1638.
He preached at Plymouth, for some time, to great acceptance, and
would have received a call to settle as colleague pastor with the Rev.
Mr. Reyner,* but for his holding some peculiar views, in respect to the
ordinances, to which the church could not subscribe. He believed that
" the Lord's Supper ought to be administered in the evening, and every
Lord's day; and that baptism ought to be only by dipping, or plunging the
whole body underwater, whether in the case of children or adults." After
remaining in Plymouth about three years, he accepted an invitation to take
the pastoral charge of the church at Scituate; and in doing so, he submitted to re-ordination. On the occasion of his induction to his pastoral
charge, he reflected severely upon his submission to Bishop Laud, and said
with tears in his eyes,—" Alas ! my soul hath been defiled wdth false
worship; and how wonderful is the free grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,
that I am still employed to labour in his vineyard."
He remained at Scituate about twelve years, during which he suffered
not a little for want of an adequate support. But the ecclesiastical state
of things in England having now undergone such a change as to admit of
his returning thither, with the prospect of being unmolested in the exercise
of his ministry, an invitation was sent to him by his friends at Ware that
he would come and resume his labours among them. He had made up his
mind to accept their invitation, had taken leave of his flock at Scituate, and
had actually gone to Boston -^vith a view to embark for England, when a
circumstance occurred that prevented his carrying out his purpose, and
detained him in this country during the rest of his life. The Presidency
of Harvard College being now vacant by the resignation of Mr. Dunster,
the Overseers of the College, who were unwilling to lose so important a
person from tho country, fixed their eyes upon Mr. Chauncy as one every
way qualified to succeed to that office. Accordingly, at a meeting of that
Board on the 2d of November, 1654, " Mr. Mather and Mr. Norton were
desired to tender unto the Rev. Mr. Charles Chauncy the place of President, with the stipend of one hundred pounds per annum; and withal to
signify to him, that it is expected and desired that he forbear to .disseminate
or publish any tenets concerning immersion in baptism, and celebration of
the Lord's Supper at evening, or to expose the received doctrine therein.
He readily agreed to this, and was inducted into the office of President on
the 27th of the same month. On that occasion he delivered a famous
oration, which he concluded with these words,—" Doctiorem, certe, Prsesidem, et huic oneri ac stationi multis modis aptiorem, vobis facile licet
* JOHN REYNER was settled as minister of Plymouth about 16.36, and remained there till 1654,
when, owing to various difficulties existing in the church, he resigned his pastoral charge. He
was greatly respected and beloved by his people. He passed the winter of 1654-55 in Boston,
and returned to Plymouth on a visit in the spring, and would have resumed his charge, but that
the people much to their own subsequent regret—declined to meet some of his proposals. He
afterwards accepted an invit.ition to settle at Dover, N. H . , where he remamed till his death
which took place in April, 1669.

CHARLES CHAUNCY.
invenire; sed amantiorem et vestri boni studiosiorem, non
Cotton Mather, referring to this, says,—

II3
invenietis."

" And certainly he was as good as his word. How learnedly he now conveyed all
the liberal arts unto those that sat at his feet; how wittily he moderated their disputations and other exercises; how constantly he expounded the Scriptures to them in
the College Hall; how fluently he expressed himself unto them, with Latin of a
Terentian phrase, in all his discourses; and how carefully he inspected their manners,
and was above all things concerned for them, that they might answer a note which
he gave them, when you are yourselves interested in the Lord Jesus Christ, and his
righteousness, you will befit to be teachers of others;—will never be forgotten by many
of our most worthy men, who were made such by their education under him."

Of the estimation in which he was held at Cambridge some idea may be
formed from the fact that,—as Cotton Mather informs us, " when he had
been above a year or two in the town, the church kept a whole day of
thanksgiving to God, for the mercy which they enjoyed in his being there."
President Chauncy continued at the head of the College till the time of
his death,—nearly seventeen years ; and filled the place in a manner highly
creditable to his talents, learning and piety. Some of his pupils afterwards
took rank with the most distinguished men of the country ; among whom
were Gershom Bulkley, Increase Mather, Solomon Stoddard, Samuel Willard, Governor Dudley, and Judge Samuel Sewall.
In the year 1671, when he found himself sinking under the infirmities of
age, he delivered a farewell oration to the College on the day of Commencement, taking a solemn and affectionate leave of his friends; and, shortly
after, sent for his children, that he might once more have the privilege of
giving them the paternal blessing. As he lay upon his death-bed, the Rev.
Urian Oakes, who afterwards became President of the College, after praying with him, asked him to give a sign of his assurance of entering into rest,
if he yet enjoyed i t ; whereupon, the speechless old man lifted his hands as
high as he could, and, almost immediately after, expired. He died February,
19,1672, in the eightieth year of his age. His funeral sermon was preached
by the Rev. Urian Oakes.
The wife of President Chauncy w a s Catharine, daughter of Robert Eyre
of Wiltshire, England, to whom he was married March 12,1630. She died
January 23, 1667, aged sixty-six. Her father left a manuscript which was
afterwards published, entitled " The Direction for a holy life." In the preface to his last will, he gave it as his dying charge to his children, and their
posterity after them, to cherish this piece as a sacred legacy.
President Chauncy had six sons and two daughters. His sons were all
graduated at Harvard College. Isaac and Ichabod, the two eldest, graduated in 1651, soon left the country, and went to England in the capacity of
both ministers and physicians. Isaac (from whom Dr. Charles Chauncy of
Boston was descended,) was born at Ware, August 23, 1632; was first a
minister at Woodborough, and was afterwards pastor of the church in London, of which Dr. Owen had before been pastor, and Dr. Watts was afterwards—indeed Dr. Watts was for some time his assistant. As he became
advanced in life, he quitted his pastorate, and devoted himself wholly to
the practice of medicine. He died February 28, 1712. He was the author
of several volumes on theological subjects. Ichabod, who was born at
Ware in 1635, was chaplain to Sir Edward Ilarley's regiment, at Dunkirk,
when the Act of Uniformity took place. He afterwards became a physician
of considerable note in Bristol. He was prosecuted under the 13th of
Elizabeth, and upon that Act suffered banishment. In 1684, he was
Vol. I.
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compelled to abjure the realm, and removed with his family into Holland;
but, on the accession of James to the throne, he had liberty to return to
Bristol in 1686. He died there, July 25,1691. He wrote an account of his
sufferings in a pamphlet entitled "Innocence vindicated by an impartial
narrative of the proceedings of the Court of Sessions in Bristol against
Ichabod Chauncy, &c." Barnabas, the President's third son, was born in
England in 1637 ; was graduated in 1657; and " d i e d , " Dr. Chauncy says,
" in middle age, an immature death." His fourth son, Nathaniel, was
born at Plymouth about 1637; was graduated in 1661; was settled as pastor
of the church in Windsor, Connecticut, in 1667 ; and, after remaining there
fifteen years, resigned his charge, and in 1682 became pastor of the church
in Hatfield, Massachusetts, where he died in November, 1685.
Elnathan,
his fifth son, (a twin brother of Nathaniel,) was also graduated in 1661, and
was for some time a distinguished physician in Boston, but afterwards went
to Barbadoes, where he soon died. Israel, his youngest son, was born in
Scituate in 1644 ; was graduated the same year with the two preceding ; was
settled in the ministry at Stratford, Connecticut, in 1665 ; and died in 1703.
With his profession as a clergyman he united the practice of medicine, and had
a high reputation for medical skill as well as pastoral fidelity. [He had three
sons—Charles, who was graduated at Harvard College in 1686; was
ordained pastor of the church in Stratfield, (now Bridgeport,) Conn.; and
died December 31, 1714.—Isaac, who was graduated at Harvard College in
1 6 9 3 ; was ordained pastor of the church at Hadley, Mass., September 9,
1696 ; and died May, 1745, aged seventy-four.—Robert, who was a distinguished physician in Bristol, England.] President Chauncy's eldest
daughter, Sarah, was married to the Rev. Gershom Bulkley. Of his
youngest daughter, Hannah, little is known. All who bear the name of
Chauncy in America, are supposed to be President Chauncy's descendants.
The following is a list of President Chauncy's publications:—An Oration before the Spanish and Austrian Ambassadors in Trinity College in the
Latin language, which has been translated into English. Three Latin
Poems and a Greek Poem. The Greek poem has been translated into English verse by Professor Felton. A Catechism. Retractation of Charles
Chauncy, formerly minister of Ware in Hertfordshire, written with his own
hands before his going to New England in 1637: London, printed 1641.
God's Mercy shown to his People: A Sermon preached in the College Hall,
Cambridge, 1655. The Election Sermon, 1656". Twenty-six Sermons on
Justification ; 4to., 1659. Antisynodalia Americana. This was in opposition to the result of the famous Synod in 1662, which sanctioned the
admitting to baptism those who do not partake of the Lord's Supper.

SAMUEL NEWMAN.
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SAMUEL NEWMAN.^^
1638—1663.
SAMUEL N E W M A N was born at Bambury in Oxfordshire, in the year
1600. His parents, -who were earnest friends of Protestant Christianity,
sent him to the University of Oxford for his education, where he turned his
opportunities to the best account, and became a highly accomplished scholar.
Having become deeply imbued with the Christian spirit, he devoted himself
to the ministry of the Gospel, and showed himself a decided but moderate
nonconformist. This prevented the quiet exercise of his ministry, and he
passed from one congregation to another, until he had ministered temporarily to no less than seven. Under these circumstances, he took leave of his
native country, and came to New England in the year 1638.
After his arrival in this country, he spent a year and a half at Dorchester; then removed to Weymouth, where he remained about five years ; and
thence, in 1644, to Rehoboth, a place bordering on the Providence Plantations. He gave the name to the town last mentioned, because, on removing
to that place, his flock, which before had been straitened for room, might
then say, " The Lord hath made room for us, and we shall be fruitful in the
land." He continued here during the remainder of his life. He died July
5, 1663, in the sixty-third year of his age.
Of the circumstances of his death. Dr. Eliot in his Biographical Dictionary, gives the following account:—

" The manner of his death was peculiar. He had a certain premonition of it, and
deemed to triumph in the prospect of its being near. He was apparently in perfect
health, and preached a sermon upon these words—Job xiv. 14., ' All the days of my
appointed time will I wait, till my change come.' In the afternoon of the following
Lord's day, he asked the deacon to pray with him, saying he had not long to live. As
soon as he had finished his prayer, he said that the time had come when he must leave
this world. But his friends, seeing no immediate signs of dissolution, thought it was the
influence of imagination. But he turned round, saying, 'Angsts do your office,'and immediately expired. This may appear like other marvellous circumstances related in tho
Magnalia; but it is handed down by persons not connected with that author, and was
as much confirmed as any report depending upon tradition; and it is said that accounts
of the death of Mr. Newman were written at the time, and sent to England, as well as
propagated through the towns of New England."

Mr. Newman was the author of a very elaborate Concordance of the Bible,
the first edition of which was published in London, in folio, in 1643. I t
had a great reputation in its day, and passed through several editions ; and
it has been, to some extent, the basis of modern works of a similar character. While he was at Rehoboth, he revised it, using pine knots in the night
for candles.
Cotton Mather represents him as having been " a very lively preacher,
and a very preaching liver ;" as having been " an hard student who employed much toll and oil in compiling his Concordance of the Sacred Scriptures ;" as having been remarkable for his attention to "family discipline,"
and the practice of "hospitality."
The following paper left by Mr, Newman, entitled "Notes or marks of
grace I find in myself," is evidence that he cultivated a high tone of spirituality :—
• Mather's Mag.—'Wood's Athcnre et F-njsti Oxon.—Brook's Lives.—Bliss' History of Kehoboth.
Young's ChroD.—Preface to Newman's Concordance, 3d edition.
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" I find I love God, and desire to love God, principally for Himself,—a desire to
requite evil with good,—a looking up to God to see Him and his hand, in all things that
befall me,—a greater fear of displeasing God than all the world,—a love to such Christians as I never saw, or received good from,—a grief when I see God's commands
broken by any person,—a mourning for not finding the assurance of God's love, and
the sense of his favour in that comfortable manner, at one time as at another; and not
being able to serve God as I should,—a willingness to give God the glory of any ability to do good,—a joy when I am in Christian company, in godly conference,—a grief
when I perceive it goes ill with Christians and the contrary,—a constant performance
of secret duties between God and myself, morning and evening,—a bewailing of such
sins which none in the world can accuse me of,—a choosing of suffering to avoid sin."
Mr. Newman had four children—three sons and one daughter.
Samuel,
probably the eldest son, lived at Rehoboth. Antipas, the second minister
of Wenham, began to preach there in 1657 ; was ordained in December,
1663 ; was married to Elizabeth, daughter of Governor Winthrop, in 1668 ;
and died October 15,1672. Noah succeeded his father as minister of Rehoboth, in March, 1668 ; was married to Joanna, daughter of the Rev. Henry
Flynt * of Braintree, December 3,1669; and died April 16,1676. Hope was
born at Weymouth, November 29, 1641 ; was married to the Rev. George
Shove,t the third minister of Taunton ; and died March 7, 1674.

ABRAHAM PIERSON.:[:
1639—1678.
A B R A H A M P I E R S O N was born in Yorkshire, England; was graduated %t
the University of Cambridge in the year 1632 ; and, having been ordained,
as is supposed episcopally, and preached for some years in his native country, came to New England in the year 1639, and joined the church in
Boston. Soon after his arrival, he took up his abode in Lynn; and, after
remaining there a short time, removed with a company of immigrants to
Long Island; they having, while yet at Lynn, been gathered into a church,
and he constituted their pastor. They at first attempted to make a settlement on the West end of the Island; but, not being successful, removed
to the East end, and became the first settlers of the town of Southampton,
in 1640. Mr. Pierson agreed with John Davenport in wishing to vest all
• HENRY FI.YNT arrived in this country from England in 1636, and became a member of the
church in Boston; was ordained teacher of the church in Braintree, Massachusetts, March
17, 1640; and died April 27, 1168, aged sixty-eight. He had the reputation of being an earnest
and able minister. His wife was Margery, sister of President Hoar. His son, Josiah, was born
at Braintree, August 24, 1645; was graduated at Harvard College in 1664; was ordained at Dorchester, December 27, 1671 ; and died September 16, 1680, aged thirty-five. His son, Henry,
was graduated at Harvard College in 1693; was chosen a Fellow of the College in 1700, and tutor
in 1705. He held this latter office until September 25, 1764, when he resigned it. He died February 13, 1760, aged eighty-four. He lived and died a bachelor; and the few foibles which he
exhibited were attributed chiefly to this circumstance. Dr. Chauncy pronounces him ""a solid,
judicious man, and one of the best of preachers." He published A Sermon, preached at
the Thursday Lecture in Boston, 1729; A Sermon to the students in the College Hall, 1736;
Oratio funebris in obitum B. Wadsworth, 1738; Twenty Sermons, 1739.
t GEORGE SHOVE was a native of Dorchester, and was ordained at Taunton, November 17, 1665,
where he lived and laboured till his death, April 21, 1687. His son, Seth, was graduated at
Harvard College in 1687; was ordained at Danbury, Connecticut, October 23, 1697; and died
Octobers, 1735, aged sixty-eight.
t Winthrop's Hist. N. E., II.—Trumbull's Hist. Conn., I.—Felt's Hist, of Salem.—Steam's
Hist, of the First Church in Newark.—Yale Literary.
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civil as well as ecclesiastical power in the Church, and to allow none but
church members to act in the choice of the oificers of government, or to be
eligible as such. Accordingly, he was anxious that the little colony at
Southampton should become connected with New Haven, as Southold had
been, and was dissatisfied with the agreement, in 1644, to come under the
jurisdiction of Connecticut. He therefore removed, in 1647, with a small
part of his congregation, to Branford, Conn.; and there, uniting with
others from Wethersfield, organized a new church, of which he was the
pastor about twenty-three years.
The settlement at Branford, which had commenced in 1644, received a
new impulse from Mr. Pierson's going thither, and continued to prosper
until the charter of Connecticut was obtained in 1662, inclttding within its
limits the jurisdiction of New York. Meanwhile he had acquired great
influence, and was much beloved by his people. He was especially distinguLshed for his efi'orts to instruct and evangelize the Indians. As early as
the year 1651, we find him spoken of as studying the language, and " continuing with much seriousness therein, that he may the better be able to
treat with the ignorant children of the forest concerning the things of their
peace." Shortly after, we hear of him not only as preaching to the Indians,
but preparing a Catechism for them in their own language. I t was first
written in English ; and, by the assistance of a skilful interpreter, was
translated into Indian. I t was printed by Mr. Green in 1660.
Mr. Pierson had a regular salary for his services in the Indian department, from the Commissioners, in the same manner with Eliot and Mayhew
and some others. His labours in this field were highly appreciated ; as is
evident from the correspondence of the Commissioners, and the fact that
special appropriations were repeatedly awarded to him, in consideration of
his extraordinary efforts.
In 1654, Jlr. Pierson was selected as chaplain to the forces raised against
the Dutch; and he seems to have enjoyed the confidence and esteem of not
only the ministers, but the more prominent civilians, connected with the
confederacy of New Haven.
In the contentions between the jurisdictions of Connecticut and New
Haven from 1G62 to 1665, Mr. Pierson took sides with Mr. Davenport and
others against the union; and so strong were his feelings on this subject,
that, when the event took place, he resolved to remove with his people
from the Colony. Arrangements were accordingly made ; and on the 30th
of October, 1666, he, with most of his congregation, and many prominent
individuals from Guilford, New Haven and Milford, made and signed " a
plantation covenant" for that purpose ; the first article of which was,
" that none should be admitted freemen or free burgesses, but such planters
as are members of some or other of tho Congregational churches, and that
none but such be chosen to magistracy, or to carry on any part of civil
judicature, or as deputies or assistants, to have power to vote in establishin? laws, making and repealing them, or to any chief military trust or
office."
^Ir. Pierson, accompanied liy a considerable portion of his flock, left
Branford about June, 1757, and directed his course towards New Jersey;
and the place where they settled, tliey called Newark. Dr. Trumbull states
that ">Ir. P carried away the Church records of Branford, after it had
been settled nearly twcnty-fivo years, and left it almost without an inhab-
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itant." The next year, (1668,) his people voted to pay the expenses of his
journey from Connecticut to New Jersey, and to allow him eighty pounds
salary per year.
This was the third colony he had planted; and now, in his declining
years, he sat down with his people under a code of laws of his own choice,
and remained with them greatly beloved and honoured until tho close of
life. During several of his last years, he was privileged to have his son,
afterwards the first President of Yale College, to share with him his pastoral charge. He died on the 9th of August, 1678. As early as the 10th
of August, 1671, he made his will, "being firmly persuaded," as ho said,
"of the everlasting welfare of my soul's estate; and my body's resurrection to eternal life by Jesus Christ, my dear and precious Redeemer." His
library, at his decease, contained four hundred and forty volumes, valued at
one hundred pounds, and was nearly all bequeathed to his eldest son.
Mr. Pierson was evidently a man of high character, and exerted a
commanding influence.
Governor Winthrop, who knew him personally,
pronounces him " a godly, learned man." Cotton Mather says of him—
" Wherever he came, he shone. * * * He left behind him the character of a pious and prudent man; and a true child of Abraham, now safely
lodged in Abraham's bosom."
Mr. Pierson was married to a daughter of the Rev. John Wheelwright
of Exeter, N. H . They had four sons—Abraham, Thomas, Theophilus
and Isaac. Four daughters are mentioned in his will, and one is supposed
to have died before. One daughter, Abigail, was married to a son of the
Rev. John Davenport.

JOHN KNOWLES.*
1639—1650.
J O H N K N O W L E S was a native of Lincolnshire, England, and pursued
his studies at Magdalen College, Cambridge. In 1625, he was chosen Fellow of Katharine Hall, where he had full employment as a tutor. At one
time he had forty pupils, many of whom afterwards became well known—
some as distinguished preachers, others as eminent statesmen. Before the
death of Dr. Sibbs, Master of Katharine Hall, a fellowship became vacant
in Magdalen College, for which Archbishop Laud recommended one of his
bell ringers. Mr. Knowles, in a moment of weakness or inconsideration,
gave his vote in favour of the individual thus recommended; but it was
subsequently a matter of deep regret with him, and he is said to have remarked, fifty years afterwards, that there was scarcely any act of his life which,
in the review, gave him so much pain.
Mr. Knowles, while he was thus employed in the business of teaching, as
Fellow of Katharine Hall, was invited by the Mayor and Aldermen of Colchester to become their lecturer. He accepted the place, and performed
its duties with great acceptance and success. During his residence here, he

• Mather's Mag., III.—Noncon. Mem. III.—Francis' History of Watertown.
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formed an intimate acquaintance with the Rev. John Rogers of Dedham, a
grandson of tho martyr, and one of the most gifted and powerful preachers
of his day. He was with him at the time of his death, and preached his
funeral sermon ; and he subsequently recommended to his congregation a
person who became his worthy successor in the ministry. About this time,—
the schoolmaster's place at Colchester becoming vacant, Mr. Knowles
favoured the election of a person in opposition to the recommendation of
Archbishop Laud ; in consequence of which, the Archbishop would suffer
him to continue there no longer. His license being revoked in 1639, he
came to New England, and on the 19th of December was ordained second
pastor of the church in Watertown, in connection with the Rev. George
Phillips. The proceedings on this occasion were considered, at the time, as
marked by some degree of irregularity. I t was customary, at that period,
where two ministers were placed over the same church, that one should be
inducted into oifice as pastor, the other as teacher. But in the case of Mr.
Knowles and ^Ir. Phillips, this usage was disregarded ; so that the church
at Watertown had two pastors and no teacher. I t was also deemed irregular that, at the ordination of Mr. Knowles, no notice of the transaction was
given to the neighbouring churches or the magistrates, but the whole ceremony of induction was performed by themselves. The fact of their thus
departing from the common course is probably to be accounted for from the
very rigid notions of independency which were held by Mr. Phillips, and
the desire which he had thus to make a public demonstration of them.
Mr. Knowles did not remain long at Watertown. In the early part of
1042, a 3Ir. Bonnet from Virginia arrived at Boston with letters to the
ministers of New England, earnestly requesting that they would send persons into that destitute region to preach the Gospel. The letters were read
at Boston upon a lecture day; whereupon, after setting apart a day to
implore the Divine direction in respect to the matter, they resolved to comply with the request from Virginia. Mr. Phillips was one of the persons
designated to perform this service; but he declined it, and his colleague
went in his place.
Knowles and his two associates, Thompson* of Braintree and James of
New Haven, embarked for Virginia in October, 1642; but, owing to head
winds and other hinderances, they did not reach there till about the close of
the year. The Governor, to whom they were introduced by the Governor
of ^lassachusetts, at first treated them courteously ; but, when he found that
they were unwilling to conform to the usages of the Church of England, he
forbade their preaching in the places of public worship. They, however,
continued to preach privately for some time, and their preaching was accompanied with a manifest blessing. At length, however, they were forced to
remove ; and it proved to them a peculiarly merciful providence ; for, within a few montlis after their departure, there was a general rising of the
Indians, who, with terrible barbarity, massacred all the English within
their reach.
Mr. Knowles returned from Virginia to Massachusetts, and was again in
the ministry at Watertown, associated with Mr. Phillips' successor. He,
• AViLLiAM THOMPSON was originally settled in L.incasbire, England. After his arrival in this
country, he Ijccaine the first pui-tor of the church at Mount Wollaston, now Braintree. and was
installed .^^eptember 24, 1639. He died at Braintree, liccoiiiber 10, 1666, aged si.\ty-eight. He
suffered for ."cveral years an oppressive melancholy. His son, Benjamin, a poet, died in 1714,
»ged seventy-two.
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however, continued there but a short time ; for, in 1650, he returned to
England, after an absence of about eleven years. Shortly after his return,
he became a preacher in the Cathedral at Bristol, where he was useful and
highly respected. At the Restoration he was ejected from this place ; and
in 1662 was silenced by the Act of Uniformity. He then returned to
London, where he preached in private, as he had opportunity. During the
desolating plague in 1665, he remained in the city, ministering to the wants
of all classes without distinction, and regardless of danger. In 1672, upon
the indulgence of King Charles, he became a colleague with the Rev.
Thomas Kentish, and preached statedly to a congregation at St. Katharine's,
In London he was the subject of severe persecutions, and no less of
remarkable deliverances. When some of his friends dissuaded him from
preaching, lest he should be thrown into prison, he replied,—" In truth, I
had rather be in jail, where I might have a number of souls to whom I
might preach the truths of my blessed Master, than live idle in my ovm house,
without any such opportunities." He lived to a good old age, and died
April 10, 1685. He continued to preach till near the close of his life, and
sometimes, in his great earnestness, kept on speaking till he fainted and fell.
He is represented as having been " a godly man and a prime scholar."

EZEKIEL ROGERS.*
1639—1660.
E Z E K I E L R O G E R S was born at Wethersfield, in Essex, England, in the
year 1590. He was a son of Rev. Richard Rogers, an author of
some repute, who wrote a book entitled, " The Seven Treatises," which
passed through several editions in London, and was extensively read in this
country. He was a brother of the Rev. Daniel Rogers, who was also an
eminent nonconforming minister, and suffered severely for his nonconformity.
His early intellectual developments \\'ere remarkable; insomuch that, at
the age of thirteen, he entered the University of Cambridge. He took the
degree of B. A. at Bennet College in 1604, and of M. A. at Christ's College in 1608. On leaving the University, he was for some time chaplain
in the familj' of Sir Francis Barrington, at Hatfield, Broad Oak, in Essex,
where he was thrown into the most respectable society, and did not fail to
profit by his opportunities of both receiving and communicating good.
After he had resided five or six years in this family, Sir Francis bestowed
upon him the benefice of Rowley in Yorkshire ; in the hope that his earnest
piety and vigorous eloquence might avail to the revival of the interests of
vital godliness throughout that region.
Mr. Rogers, not having a vigorous constitution, and being accustomed to
put forth great effort in public speaking, felt the importance of paying special attention to his health ; and, as it would seem, chiefly with a view to
this, he devoted considerable time to the study of medicine. He was, at
one time, confined to his chamber for two months, in consequence of the
» Winthrop's N. E., I, II.—Mather's Mag., IX, X.—Brook's Lives, III.—Farmers' Gen. Beg.
—Gage's History of Rowley.—Mass. Hist. Coll.—Young's Chron.—Felt's Eccl. Hist. N. E., I.
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bursting of a blood vessel ; but, at the end of that time, he had so far
recovered, as to be able to return to his accustomed duties.
Notwithstanding Mr. Rogers preached with great fervour, and was
listened to by large audiences with intense interest, he had stiU, for a time,
serious doulds in respect to the genuineness of his own piety ; and he
actually took a journey into Essex, to obtain the aid of his distinguished
kinsman, the Rev. John Rogers of Dedham, in settling the great question
that pressed so heavily upon him. The object of his journey was happily
answered ; and he returned to his home and work with fresh confidence
and alacrity.
Bv the encouragement or connivance of Dr. Matthew, Archbishop of
York, the lectures which had been put down in the days of Queen Elizabeth, were revived. These lectures were instrumental of diffusing evanuelic.d light in some of the darkest parts of the land, especially in
Yorkshire. The ministers within certain limits held their monthly meetings,
at which one or two of them preached, and others prayed, usually in the
presence of a large and attentive congregation. Mr. Rogers bore his part
in these exercises as long as the Archbishop lived. On one occasion, a vile
accuser went out from one of these lectures, and stated to the Archbishop
that one of the ministers had prayed that " t h e Almighty would shut
Heaven against the Archbishop's Grace ;" at which the venerable man,
instead of being offended, laughed heartily, and replied,—" Those good
men know well enough that if I were gone to Heaven, their exercises
would soon be put down." And the remark was painfully verified ; for no
sooner had the Archbishop gone to his rest, than the lectures were authoritatively interdicted. After having been permitted to exercise his ministry
at Rowley for about twenty years, Mr. Rogers was finally silenced for noncoufeirmity; though he was allowed the profits of his living for two years
after his suspension, and had the privilege of nominating his successor.
He selected a person by the name of Bishop; who, for refusing to read
publicly the sentence passed upon Mr. Rogers, was forthwith himself placed
in the same category.
Mr. Rogers, being satisfied that there was no hope that the restraints upon
his liberty would be removed, while he remained in England, came in 1638,
with many of his Yorkshire friends, to America. On his arrival here, he
was urged to settle in New Haven ; but he preferred, on the whole, to commence a new plantation, to which was given the name of Rowley. One
consideration that influenced him to this, was, that he might provide a suitable place for the reception of some of his friends who should come after
him; and doubtless another was, that he might be in the neighbourhood of
his kinsman, the Rev. Nathaniel Rogers, who had already been settled in
Ipswieh. He commenced the plantation in April, 1639, and was ordained
in December following. He soon accfuired a high reputation in the Colony
as a preacher ; and in 1643 he preached the Election sermon, which Cotton
Mather says, made him "famous through the whole country." In this sermon he vehemently exhorted his hearers never to choose the same man
Governfjr fur two sueeesslvo years ; but his exhortation was not heeded,—
for Mr. Winthrop was re-elected.
During the fir.st ten or twelve years of liis residence at Rowley, he had a
most comfortable and prosperous ministry. But the period that succeeded
that,—indeed the whole of the residue of his life, v,'as little less than an
VOL. I.
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uninterrupted scene of trial. In consequence of the numerous demands
that were made upon his time by reason of his great popularity, an excellent young man was obtained as his assistant; but some of the people were
suspicious that Mr. Rogers was not cordially in favour of his settlement,
—which resulted in an alienation between him and them, which was perhaps
never entirely cured. He was tried also by a melancholy succession of
bereavements. He buried his wife and all his children. He married for his
second wife a daughter of the Rev. John Wilson of Boston, who became
the mother of one child ; but the mother and the child were both soon
removed by death. He married a third time, and, on the very night of his
marriage, his house was burnt to the ground, including all his furniture,
and a valuable library, which he brought with him from England. Having
rebuilt his house, he unfortunately fell from his horse, and so injured his
right arm as to render it permanently useless; the consequence of
which was that he was obliged ever afterwards to write with his left hand.
Under all these sore trials, he evinced great resignation to the Divine will,
and was enabled even to rejoice in his tribulation. He died after a lingering illness, January 23, 1660, in the seventieth year of his age.
Mr. Rogers gave the library which he had gathered after the burning of his
house, to Harvard College, and his house and lands to the town of Rowley
for the support of the Gospel. A part of the land is said to have been
bequeathed on condition that the people should support a pastor and teacher,
agreeably to the principles of the first settlers ; but, as that condition was,
after a while, neglected, the land was forfeited to the Corporation of Harvard College, and passed into their hands. However, the land which remains
in their possession, goes far towards defraying the expenses of the parish.
Cotton Mather, after having spoken of the fame of Mr. Rogers' Election
sermon, says,—
" And what respect all the churches abroad paid him, he much more found in his
own church at home; where he was exceedingly successful and approved in his ministry, in which the points of regeneration and union to the Lord Jesus Christ by faith,
were those whereon he most insisted.
" In the management of those points, he had a notable faculty at penetrating itito
the souls of his hearers, and manifesting the very secrets of their hearts. His prayers
and sermons would make such lively representations of the thoughts then working in
the minds of his people, that it would amaze them to see their own condition so exactly
represented. And his occasional discourses with his people, especially with the young
ones among them, and most of all with such as had been by their deceased parents
recommended unto his watchful care, were marvellously profitable. He vras a tree of
knowledge, but so laden with fruit that he stooped for the very children to pick off
the apples ready to drop into their mouths. Sometimes they would come to his house,
a dozen in an evening; and calling them iip into his study one by one, he would
examine them, liow they walked with God, how they spent their time, what good books
they read, whether they prayed without ceasing: and he would therewithal admonish
tliem to take heed of such temptations and corruptions as he thought most endangered
them. And if any differences bad fallen out amongst his people, they would forthwith
send for him to lay before him the reason of their differences; and such was his interest in them, that he usually healed and stopped all their little contentions, before they
could break out into any open flames."
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JONATHAN BURR.*
1639—1641.
JONATHAN B U R R was born at Redgrave, in Suffolk, England, about the
year 1604. His early childhood was distinguished equally for the love of
learning and the love of religion. His parents, observing the promising
talents and dispositions of their son, determined to give him the advantages
of a liberal education, with a view to his being devoted to the ministry ;
and, accordingly, after the requisite preparations, he was sent to the University.
After he had been at the University three or four years, the course of
his aeademical studies was suddenly interrupted by the death of his father.
In consequence of this event, he was obliged to retire into the country and
engage in teaching a school; but he still continued his studies with unabated ardour. Though his connection with the University was thus prematurely terminated, and he was cut off from advantages and honours to
which he had aspired, yet he subsequently recognised the goodness of God
in this dispensation, as it had an important influence in promoting his
spirituality, and thus preparing him the better for the great work to which
his life was to be devoted.
His first preaching, for any considerable time, was at Horninger, near
Bury, in Suffolk. Thence he WAS called to take charge of a congregation
at Recklugshal, in the same county. Here he laboured with great zeal and
fidelity; and, in order that he might make full proof of his ministry, he
bound himself by a solemn written covenant to the conscientious discharge
of all his duties. After a few years, he was silenced for nonconformity ;
and as he apprehended that there were great evils coming upon the nation,
and that his opportunities for usefulness in his own country were at an end,
he directed his course to New England. He'came hither with his wife and
three children, in the year 1639 ; willing to make any worldly sacrifices for
the privilege of worshipping God according to the dictates of his conscience.
He was admitted a member of the church in Dorchester, under the pastoral
care of Richard Mather, on the 21st of December; and in February
following became associated with him in his pastoral charge.
The year after he came to this country, both himself and his family suffered severely from the small pox—a malady which, at that time,—as not
even inoculation was practised, was regarded dangerous in the extreme.
They, however, all recovered, in a good measure, from the disease ; though
it undermined Mr. Burr's constitution, and probably shortened his days.
Though his ministrations at Dorchester seem to have been generally both
acceptable and useful, an unhappy misunderstanding arose, at an early
pL-riod of his ministry, between himself and his colleague, Mr. Mather,
which, for a time, was the occasion of considerable agitation. It appears
that Mr. Burr had been suspected of favouring some of the peculiar views
of the sect called Familists; and being required to give his opinion in
writing to Mr. Mather,—tlie latter had reported tho exceptionable expressions,
without alluding to the qualification they might receive from some other
•Mather's Mag., III.—Panoplist, 1808.—Winthrop's N. E., II.—Harris'History of Dorchester.
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parts of his statement. Mr. Burr disclaimed the views which were imputed to him. A council was called, consisting of the Governor and another
magistrate, and ten elders from the neighbouring churches. The council,
having spent four days in examining the case, came to the conclusion that
both these excellent men had erred, at least in their conduct, and recommended to them " t o set apart a day for mutual reconciliation." This
recommendation was at once complied with, mutual concessions were made,
and perfect harmony was restored.
Mr. Burr's pulpit performances were so characterized by evangelical fervour and pathos, that Thomas Hooker was led to say of him,—" Surely this
man will not be long out of Heaven, for he preaches as if he were there
already." And this prediction was quickly verified. He died after an
illness of ten days, August 9, 1641. His death bed was a scene of remarkable triumph. While he manifested the tenderest affection for his wife and
children, he evinced perfect submission to the Divine will, and the fullest
confidence that he was entering into rest. When he saw that the time of
his departure had nearly come, he requested his friends who stood around
his bed to withdraw, that he might have opportunity to pray by himself;
but, perceiving their reluctance to leave him, he prayed in Latin as long as
his strength would permit. Then, calling to his wife, he said to her,—" Cast
thy care upon God, for He careth for t h e e ; " and shortly after uttered the
words,—" Hold fast. Hold fast," and expired.
The following account of Mr. Burr's habits and character is from Cotton
Mather:—
" This gracious man was indeed a very liumblc man, and his humility carried him
even into a dejection of spirit; especially when by importunities he had been prevailed upon to preach abroad. Once particularly there was a person of quality, for whose
conversion many prayers had been put up to God, by those wlio hoped that God
might have much honour from a man of honour brought unto himself. Mr. Burr,
preaching at a place far from liis own congregation, had a most liappy success in the
conversion of this gentleman, who not only acknowledged this change with much
thankfulness both to God and the instrument, but also proved himself a changed man
in the wliole frame of his after conversation. And yet, coming home from the preaching of that sermon, Mr. Burr had a particular measure of his lowly and modest reflections thereupon; adding, ' I shall conclude it is of God, if any good be done by anything preached by such an unworthy instrument.'
"Hence, on the Lord's day, after he came home from his public work, it was his
manner frequently to retire and spend some time in praying to God for the pardon of
the sins which accompanied him in his work, and in praising of God for enabling him
to go in any measure through it; with petitions for the good success of his labours.
" He then would come down to his family worship, wherein he spent some hours
instructing of the family and performing of other duties; and when his wife desired
liim to abate of his excessive pains, his answer would be,—' Tis better to be worn otit
with work, than to be eaten out with rust.' It was indeed his joy to be spending his
life unto the uttermost for God, and for his people; yea, he would say, though he
should have no temporal rewards. Accordingly, when any that had been benefitted
by his ministry, sent him any tokens of their gratitude, he would, like Luther, beg of
God, that he might not have his portion in such things. And he desired of his grateful friends, that, if they had gotten any good of him, they would give unto God alone
theglory of it. Moreover, if he understood that any had gained in the concern of
their souls by his labours, he would mention it in some of his privater devotions, with
this expression,—' Lord, of thine own I have given, take then the glory unto thyself
But when he was debarred of his liberty to preach, he was even like a fish out of
the water: and his very body languished through a sympathy with the resentments of
liis mind: saying that his preaching was his life, and if he were laid aside from that,
he should quickly be dead."

Mr. Burr's widow, Frances Burr, married the Hon. Richard Dummer of
Newbury, where she died November 19, 1682, aged seventy. Mr. Burr
left four children. His sons were Jonathan, John and Simon.
Jonathan
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was born in England, graduated at Harvard College in 1651, settled as a
physician at Hingham, and (according to the Rev. Dr. Harris,) died in
Canada in 1690. John settled in Fairfield, Connecticut, and Simon settled
in Hingham about the year 1646.

HENRY DUNSTER.*
1640—1659.
Of the early history of H E N R Y D U N S T E R nothing is now known, except that
he was educated at Emanuel College, Cambridge, where he received the
degree of B. A. in 1630, and that of M. A. in 1634. The next information that we have concerning him, is, that he migrated to New England in
1640, in order to escape persecution for his nonconformity. Harvard College, in its earliest infancy, was under the care of Nathaniel Eaton, who
was called simply Master or Professor.
He had been appointed to the
place in 1637 or 1638 ; but had been removed on account of the severity of
his discipline. Mr. Dunster, who brought with him a high reputation for
learning and piety, was, shortly after his arrival, placed over the institution
with the title of President.
His induction into office took place on the 27 th
of August, 1640. Under his direction, the College immediately took a high
stand. Besides attending strictly to its discipline and all its more general
mterests, he took an active part in the business of instruction ; and no
doubt the impulse that he gave to it has been felt ever since.
Mr. Dunster continued for fourteen years to discharge the duties of his
ofiice, much to the acceptance of both the students and guardians of the
College and of the public at large ; and, in the interval that elapsed between
the death of Mr. Shepard and the settlement of Mr. Mitchell, he supplied,
during a part of the time, the vacant pulpit at Cambridge. But he came
at length to have doubts in regard to the validity of infant baptism ; and
those doubts led on to a settled conviction that no such doctrine as that of the
Paedo-baptists is contained in Scripture. But he did not consider it a matter of suflicient importance to justify a separation from the Congregational
body, and was willing to allow to others the same liberty that he claimed
for himself It was deemed, however, a serious matter by those associated
with him in the government of the College; and the excellent minister of
Cambridge, Mr. Mitchell, notwithstanding his strong personal attachment to
Mr. Dunster, felt himself called upon publicly and formally to oppose the
views which his friend had adopted. The result was that in October, 1664,
he was induced to resign the presidential chair, and was succeeded by the
Rev. Charles Chauncy. It is said that the great mass of ministers and
magistrates of the Colony would have gladly retained him in office, if he
could have been persuaded to hold his peculiar opinions silently, without
any attempts to propagate them ; but he was equally conscientious and
candid, and preferred retirement to a situation where he might give offence.
•Mather's Mag., III.—Morton's N. E . Mem.—Deane's Hist, of Scituate.—Pierce's Hist.
Harv. Coll.—Quincy'3 do.—Mass. Hist. Coll., VII.—Farmers' Gen. Reg.-Young's Chron.
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Mr. Dunster, though he behaved with the utmost propriety in the whole
matter that led to his resignation, and censured neither the conduct nor
motives of those who had been active in bringing it about, was not disposed
to remain at Cambridge after he retired from his of&ce. He therefore
removed to Scituate, where he was employed in the ministry till his death,
which occurred on the 27th of February, 1659. By his last will, he ordered his body to be buried at Cambridge ; and he magnanimously bequeathed legacies to the very persons who had occasioned his removal from the
Presidency. The Corporation of the College have, within a few years, taken
measures to erect a monument to his memory on the spot where he is supposed to have been buried.
President Dunster was modest and unobtrusive in his deportment, and
was highly esteemed in all his relations. He was an eminent critic in the
Oriental languages, especially the Hebrew; and when a new version of the
Psalms had been made by Eliot, Welde and Mather, and printed in 1640,
it was committed to him for revision. He, accordingly, with the assistance
of Richard Lyon, a gentleman who had been educated in England, and who
resided in his family, improved the version, and brought it into that state in
which the churches of New England used it for many years. He is said to
have had more poetical taste than most of his brethren, not a few of whom
tried their hand at writing verses.
President Dunster was married to Elizabeth, widow of the Rev. Jesse
Glover, who died on his way to New England in 1639. He had three sons:
David, born in 1645; Henry, in 1650; and Jonathan, in 1653.

THOMAS THACHER.*
1643—1678.
THOMAS T H A C H E R was the son of the Rev. Peter Thacher, minister at
Salisbury, in England, and was born May 1, 1620. He gave evidence of
piety in very early life, and was never conscious of a change of character
at any particular period. Having received a good grammar-school education, his father offered to send him to either of the English Universities;
but, as he could not conscientiou.sly consent to the religious subscriptions
required of him at those institutions, he declined his father's offer and
determined to migrate to America. His parents made no objection to his
taking this step ; and indeed they had intended to follow him across the
ocean after a year or two ; but, in consequence of the death of his mother,
they were prevented from accomplishing their purpose.
He arrived at Boston, June 4, 1635. He had occasion, shortly after, to
go from Newbury to Marblehead ; and, in consequence of a strong presentiment that the voyage would at least prove a perilous one, he insisted upon
making the journey by land. Some of his friends who were to have
accompanied him, attempted to go by water, and suffered a terrible shipwreck. A violent storm arose, and the small vessel in which they had

* Mather's Mag., III.—Farmer's Gen. Reg.—Wiener's History of the Old South Church, Boston.
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embarked, struck against a rock, and was dashed to pieces. The whole
company, consisting of twenty-three persons, got upon the rock; but were
successively washed off and drowned, with the exception of Anthony
Thacher* and his wife, who succeeded in reaching an island. One of the
persons who perished was the Rev. John Avery.t
At an early period, he entered the family of the Rev. Charles Chauncy,
then minister of Scituate, and afterwards President of Harvard College,
who undertook to aid him in his preparation for the Gospel ministry. By
the assistance of this eminent scholar, in connection with his own vigorous
application, he became distinguished, not only in the common academical
studies, but also in Hebrew, Arabic, and Syriac,—in the first of which
languages, he composed a Lexicon. He was a great proficient also in logic,
and was well skilled in both the theory and practice of mechanics. He was
much celebrated for his beautiful hand-writing, and not only wrote, with
great ease, all the different hands in the copy-books then extant, but produced specimens of writing in Syriac, and other Oriental characters, which
are almost inimitable. As was not uncommon at' that period, he studied
both medicine'and theology; and, in both professions, gained a high reputation. He has the honour of being the author of the first medical tract ever
published iu iMassachusetts,—namely, " A brief guide to the Common People in the Small Pox and Measles," printed in 1677.
Having gone through the requisite course of preparation for the ministry,
he commenced preaching under highly favourable auspices, and was soon
invited to the pastoral charge of the church in Weymouth. Here he was
ordained January 2, 1644 ; and here he continued to labour with great
fidelity and acceptance, for more than twenty years.
In MvLj, 1643, Mr. Thacher was married to a daughter of the Rev.
Ralph Partridge, the minister of Duxbury. She was a person eminent for
her amiable qualities, her prudence and piety. She died in great peace in
June, 1661, leaving three sons and one daughter. After her death, he
married a second wife in Boston,—which seems to have been a principal
reason of his removal thither. He, however, was dismissed from his
church, and went to Boston to reside, some time before he received his
second pastoral charge. He preached occasionally, but was chiefly employed in practising as a physician, till he was chosen the first pastor of the
Third (Old South) church. His installation took place on the 16th of
February, 1669. The Rev. Samuel Willard (author of the " Body of
Divinity,") was settled as his colleague, a few months before Mr. Thacher's
death.
His ministry seems to have been a very happy and useful one. He was
among the most popular preachers in the Colony. His sermons are said to
have been " e l a b o r a t e " and " aff"ectionate." Besides preaching twice on
the Sabbath, he maintained lectures on other days of the week, and was
particularly attentive to the children and youth of his charge. But in
nothing was he more distinguished than in the gift and the spirit of prayer.
" H e r e , " says Cotton Mather, " h e had an eminency above most men
* ANTHONY TIIACHEII was the uncle of the Rov. Thomas Thacher, and came to New England
in 16:15, with nine children. He died at Yarmouth, aged eighty.
t Jons AvF.RY was a minister in Engliind, and came to this country in 1634. Upon his arrival,
he seltlcM for a short time at Newbury; but, receiving an invitation to Mo,rblehead, determined to
Mcept it,^chicfly thot lie might have an opjioitiuiity to preach to the poor fishermen. He waa
on his way thither, when the fatal disnttcr occurred—Aug. 14, 1635.
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living, for his copious, his fluent, his fervent manner of performing that
sacred exercise." His labours, both in Weymouth and in Boston, were
crowned with signal success, each of the churches having greatly increased
both in numbers and graces, while under his care. He entered with great
zeal into the Quaker controversy, which arose during his time,—regarding
Quakerism as a system of unmixed and fatal error.
Mr. Thacher died October 15, 1678, aged fifty-eight years. He had
been preaching for Increase Mather a sermon on I. Peter i v . , 18,—the
last words of which were,—"When a saint comes to die, then often it is
the hour and power of darkness with him ; then is the last opportunity that
the devil has to vex the people of God ; and hence they then sometimes
have the greatest of their distresses. Don't think him no godly man, that
then meets with doubts and fears. Our Lord Jesus Christ then cries out,
' My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me ?' God help us, that, as
we live by faith, so we may walk in i t ! " These proved the last words of
the last sermon that he ever preached ; for, immediately on leaving the
assembly, he went out to visit a sick person, and took a cold which settled
into a fever, and in a short time terminated his life. He died in great
peace, a stranger to those gloomy doubts and apprehensions to which he
had so significantly alluded in the close of his discourse.
Mr. Thacher left behind him two sons, men of great worth and respectability ; one of whom, Peter, v/as pastor of the church at Milton,—of whom
there will be a further notice,—and the other, Ralph, was settled in the
ministry at Martha's Vineyard.
Beside the medical tract already referred to, there is but one of Mr.
Thacher's productions in print,—namely, a Fast Sermon which he preached
in the year 1674, and which was afterwards published by some of his
hearers, who took it down at the time it was delivered. The title of it is,
— " A Fast of God's Choosing." I have seen one or two of his manuscript
sermons, which are characterized by a strict regard to method, by a fervent
evangelical spirit, and especially by a beautiful chirography.
The following is an extract from Cotton Mather's account of his
character :—
" From this time," (the time of his being settled in Boston,) " I beheld him in the
metropolis of the English America, not only dispensing both light and warmth unto
his own particular flock, but also, as he had opportunity, expressing a care of all the
churches. And for the comfort of those worthy ministers, who commonly have their
spirits buffutted with strong temptations and sore dejections, before their performing
any special service of their ministry, I'll mention one passage that may a little
describe how this worthy man became so useful: he would say to his son,—' Son, I
never preach a sermon till I cannot preach at all.'
" As he was in his whole behaviour a serious, holy and useful man, so in his government of his family, he so well ruled his own liouse, as to give particular demonstrations of his abilities to take care of the Church of God. His domestics both loved
hiru and feared him, and he was most conscientiously and exemplarily careful about
their interior as well as temporal welfare. This appeared especially in the management of his family worship, wherein he usually read a portion of the Scriptures, both
morning and evening, and he would raise doctrines from every verse with brief confirmations and close applications thereof, as he went along. Tea, sometimes, one
might hear from him thus in one family exposition as entertaining a variety of truth,
notably and pungently expressed, as in several public sermons; and he has told his
worthy son, for his encouragement unto such exercises, that he had found as much advantage by them as by most of his other studies of Divinity; adding that he looked upon,
it as the Lord's gracious accomplishment of that word,—' Shall I hide anything from
Abraham ? I know Abraham that he will teach liis house.' "
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Cotton Mather gives a Latin Elegy on Mr. Thacher, composed by an
Indian youth, whose name was Eleazar, then a student at Harvard College.
The concluding verse is in Greek.

JOHN WOODBRIDGE.*
1645—1695.
JOHN W O O D B R I D G E was born at Stanton, in Wiltshire, England, about
the year 1613. His father was the Rev. John Woodbridge, a distinguished
nonconforming minister; and his mother was the daughter of the Rev.
Robert Parker, well known as a writer in favour of nonconformity. He
was sent to Oxford for his education ; but, when the oath of conformity was
required of him, he left the University, and pursued his studies privately.
The ceremonies of the Church being rigorously enforced, young Woodbridge
deeply imbued with the spirit of dissent, came to this country in 1634, with
his uncle, the Rev. Thomas Parker. He had not been long here before the
settlement of Newbury commenced ; and he took up land there, and continued his studies, till the news of his father's death induced him to visit
England. Having accomplished his business there, he returned to New
England, bringing with him two brothers, one of whom died on the passage.
In 1641, he was married to a daughter of the Hon, Thomas Dudley. He
was among the first settlers of Andover, and, in their behalf, purchased the
town.ship, of Cutshamache, Sagamore of Massachusetts, for six pounds and
a coat,—which purchase the Sagamore acknowledged before the Court in
1646, when Andover was incorporated. Mr. Woodbridge was with the settlers as a teacher, at or very near the time of the first settlement of the
town. It was expected that a church would be organized, and Mr. Woodbridge constituted its pastor, in September, 1644, at Rowley,—as Andover
was then too new to be adequate to the accommodation of the council, and
the people whom the occasion would naturally bring together. But those
of whom the Church was to be constituted, having belonged to other churches,
declined repeating the declaration of their faith and repentance ; in consequence of which, the messengers of the churches, not being satisfied, separated without forming the church, and Mr. Woodbridge was not ordained at
that time. They met at Rowley, in October of the next year, (1645 ) when
the church was organized, and Mr. Woodbridge was ordained by Mr. Wilson
of Boston and Mr. Worcester of Salisbury.

Here Mr. Woodbridge continued, a faithful and acceptable minister, till
the year 1047, -tt-hen, by the solicitation of friends, he was induced to resign
his charge, and return to his native country. On his arrival in England,
be>ldes being employed as chaplain to the Commissioners treating with the
King at the Isle of "Wight, he preached for a while at Andover in Hampshire, and afterwards at Burford, St. Martins, in Wiltshire; whence he was
ejected soon after the restoration of Charles I I . He was also engaged in a
school at Newlmry, and was tlirown out of it by the Bartholomew Act.
•Mather's .Mng., II.—Noncon. Mem., I.—Abhot's Hist, of Andover.—Farmer's Gen. Keg.Hist. 01 West si'rii^field.—Am. (Juart. Keg., VIII.
VOL. I.
17
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Shortly after this, in 1663, he came again to New England, bringing with
him a numerous family; and, before he had been long in the country,
accepted an invitation to settle in Newbury, as assistant to his aged uncle,
the Rev. Thomas Parker.
After having laboured here for several years, a difficulty arose between
him and the people on the subject of Church discipline, which finally became
so serious as to induce him to resign his ministry among them. He was
still highly esteemed, and in the winter of 1684 was employed to supply the
pulpit of the Rev. Mr. Richardson,* the minister of Newbury, who was
temporarily laid aside by illness. Shortly after his dismission, he was
unusually prospered in his worldly circumstances, so that the loss of his
salary was abundantly made up to him.
In 1683, he was chosen an Assistant; and, after the change of the government, was appointed Justice of the peace.
His wife died July, 1691, fifty years after their marriage. About the
beginning of March, 1695, he was attacked with strangury, and on the 17th
of that month, after having suffered excruciating pain, he entered into his
rest. A glass of wine was offered to him a few minutes before he breathed
his last, but he refused it, saying,—" I am going where I shall have better."
His age was about eighty-two.
He sustained an excellent reputation, and his death was extensively and
deeply lamented. Cotton Mather calls him " a great reader, a great scholar,
a great Christian, and a pattern of goodness in all the successive stations,
wherein the Lord of Hosts had placed him." He possessed a naturally
placid temper, and was a model of urbanity in all his intercourse. Possessing an eminently spiritual mind, he spent much of his time in devout
meditation. He had great command of his passions, could sustain himself
with dignified composure in scenes of extreme provocation, and evinced the
utmost magnanimity in the forgiveness of injuries. He was, in a great measure, proof against the depressing influence of worldly disappointments.
When, on a certain occasion, word was conveyed to him that he had suffered
a great loss of property, he replied,—" What a mercy it is that this is the
first time that I have met with such a disaster!"
Mr. Woodbridge had twelve children, eleven of whom lived to maturity.
Three sons, and two sons-in-law, were in the ministry, and he lived to see
four grandsons preparing for it. His son John was graduated at Harvard
College in 1664 ; became pastor of the church in Killingworth, Connecticut, in 1666; resigned his charge and was installed at Wethersfield in
1679, where he continued till his death in 1690. His son Benjamin was
for some time minister of Bristol, and in 1688, was minister in Kittery. He
died at Medford, January 15, 1710.
He wrote an ingenious elegy
upon the Rev. John Cotton, which is preserved in Mather's Magnalia.
His son Timothy was graduated at Harvard College in 1675 ; was ordained
pastor of the First church in Hartford, November 18, 1685 ; and died
April 30, 1732, at a very advanced age, and in the forty-seventh year of
his ministry. He bore an active part in the measures which resulted in the
establishment of Yale College in 1700. He was also a member of the
Convention that met at Saybrook in 1708, to form a constitution for the
churches of Connecticut.
* JOHN RICHARDSON was graduated in 1666 at Harvard College, of which he was a Fellow;
was ordained at Newbury, October 20, 1675; died April 27, 1696, iu his fiftieth year.
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John Woodbridge, son of the John last mentioned, and grandson of John
Woodbridge of Andover, was graduated at Harvard College in 1694 ; was
ordained tho first minister of West Springfield in June, 1698; was married
to Jemima Eliot, daughter of the Rev. Joseph Eliot of Guilford, and granddaughter of the Apostle Eliot, November 14, 1699 ; and died June 10,
1718, aged forty years. Two of his sons, John and Benjamin, were graduated at Yale College, and settled in the ministry. The former was first
settled at Poquonoc, Windsor; but, after a few years, was dismissed and
installed at South Hadley. The latter was the minister of Amity,
(afterwards Woodbridge, in remembrance of him,) near New Haven.
Benjamin Woodbridge, D. D., the brother of John Woodbridge of
Andover, was born in Wiltshire, England, in 1622, and was the first graduate of Harvard College. On his return to England, he succeeded the
famous Dr. Twiss at Newbury, where he gained a high reputation as a
preacher, a scholar, and especially as a Christian casuist. After he was
ejected in 1662, he continued to preach privately. In 1671, upon some
rela.\ation of the rigorous measures against the nonconformists, he resumed
his public labours and continued them till about the time of his death.
He died at Inglefield in Berks, November 1, 1684, aged sixty-two. He
had been the minister of Newbury publicly and privately nearly forty years.
He published a sermon on Justification by Faith, 1653; A large defence
of it against Mr. Eyre ; Church members set in joint; against lay preachers, 1656. He also published a work written by Mr. Noyes, entitled,
" Moses and Aaron, or the rights of the Church and State, containyig two
disputations, 1661. Dr. Calamy says,—
'' He was a universally accomplished person; one of a clear and strong reason, and
of an exact and profound judgment. His learning was very considerable, and he wag
a charming preacher, having a most commanding voice and air. His temper was
staid and cheerful, and his behaviour very genteel and obliging. He was a man of
great generosity and of an exemplary moderation; one addicted to no faction, but of
a catholic spirit. In short, so eminent was his usefulness as to cast no small reflection
on those who had a hand in silencing and confining him."

THE MISSIONARY MAYHEAVS.*
THOMAS T H E SECOND,
THOMAS THE E L D E R ,

1646—1657.
1658—1681.

JOHN,

1673—1689.

EXPERIENCE,

1694—1758.

TnoMAS M A Y H E W was a resident of Watertown, Massachusetts, in 163b.
Having, in 1641, obtained of the agent of Lord Stirling a grant of Martha's
Vineyard and the neighbouring islands, he and his son THOMAS began a
settlement at Edgarton, the following year. The son, being deeply affected
by the intellectual and moral degradation of the Indians, and possessing
good natural talents, and considerable knowledge of the Latin, Greek and
Hebrew languages, determined to devote himself to preaching to these
natives of the Island. He very soon made himself acquainted with their
• .Mather's Ma».. III.—Mayhews Indian Converts, with Prince's account.—Neal's Hist. N,
E., I —Chauncy's Remarks on Landaff's S«rmon.
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language, and began to see the fruit of his labours among them. He commenced his public instructions to them in 1646,—the same year in which
the Apostle Eliot begam his missionary labours in another part of the country. He had to encounter obstacles of various kinds, but nothing daunted
by any, he went steadily forward in the prosecution of his work. Before
the close of the year 1650, one hundred Indians had entered into a solemn
covenant to serve the living and true God, imploring his mercy through the
mediation of Christ. In 1662, two hundred and eighty-two of these heathens had embraced Christianity, and among them eight Pawaws or priests.
In 1657, Mr. Mayhew sailed for England, leaving the instruction of the
Indians, during his absence, to Peter Foulger, a philanthropic and godly
man, and his venerable father, who had become familiar with the Indian
language, and was greatly interested in the missionary enterprise. The
ship in which he took passage was never afterwards heard of. He died at
the age of thirty-six. Cotton Mather says that " h e was so affectionately
esteemed of' by the Indians that, many years after, he was seldom named
without tears." He wrote, in connection with John Eliot, " Tears of
Repentance ; or a further narrative of the progress of the Gospel amongst
the Indians in New England."
His excellent father, who was the Governor of Martha's Vineyard and
the neighbouring islands, and who had already rendered his son much
assistance in his benevolent work, now entered largely into his son's
labours. Having persuaded them to adopt the English administration of
justice, and finally to submit to the Crown of England, and having no
prospect, after his son's death, of procuring for them a stated minister, he
began himself, at the age of seventy, to preach to the natives as well as the
English. Such was his philanthropic zeal that he sometimes travelled on
foot through the woods nearly twenty miles, to perform these labours of
love. He was instrumental of bringing the natives at Gayhead to receive
the Gospel, though they had resisted all previous efforts to evangelize them.
Between the years 1664 and 1667, he found an active co-adjutor in John
Cotton, who was afterwards settled at Plymouth, and finally at Charleston,
South Carolina. In August, 1670, an Indian church was formed at
Martha's Vineyard; and, though Governor Mayhew was then more than
four score years old, he was earnestly requested to become its pastor; but,
as he declined, an Indian by the name of Hiacoomes, who was converted
to Christianity under the younger Mayhew in 1653, was chosen. When
Philip's war commenced in 1675, the English on Martha's Vineyard were
not more than one twentieth of the number of the Indians, and were of
course entirely at their mercy; but, through the influence of Christianity,
the natives were rendered entirely harmless and peaceable, insomuch that
the Governor actually employed some of his converts as a guard. He died,
with his zeal to promote 'the Gospel, unabated, in 1681, in the ninety-third
year of his age.
Thomas Mayhew, the second, left three sons,—Matthew, who succeeded
his grandfather in the government of the Island in 1681, and also occasionally preached to the Indians, and died in 1710 ; Thomas, a Judge of the
Common Pleas for the County ; and John.
J O H N M A Y H E W , at the age of twenty-one, was called to the ministry
among the English at Tisbury, on the island of Martha's Vineyard; and
about the same time he commenced preaching to the Indians. He minis-
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tered to the two congregations alternately every week. For several years,
he received but five pounds annually for his services; but, such was his zeal
in the cause, that he lost sight of every earthly consideration in labouring
for its advancement. He died February 3, 1689, leaving an Indian church
of a hundred members, and several well instructed teachers. He possessed
talents of a superior order, but his only glorying was in the cross of Christ.
E X P E R I E N C E M A Y H E W was the eldest son of the preceding, and was
born on Martha's Vineyard, January 27, 1673. In March, 1694, about
five years after the death of his father, he began to preach to the Indians,
taking the charge of five or six different congregations. In 1720, he received the degree of M. A. from Harvard College. As he had a thorough
knowledge of the Indian language,—having been familiar with it from his
infancy, he was employed by the Commissioners of the Society for propagating the Gospel in New England, to make a new version of the Psalms,
and of the Gospel of J o h n ; which work he executed with great accuracy,
completing it in 1709. He died November 20, 1758, aged eighty-five.
The following is a list of his publications:—A sermon entitled " A l l
mankind by nature equally under sin," 1724. Indian converts, (in which
he gives an account of the lives of thirty Indian ministers and about eighty
Indian men, women and youth, worthy of remembrance on account of their
piety,) 1727. Indian Narratives, 1729. A letter on the Lord's Supper,
1741. Grace defended in a modest plea for an important truth, 1744. He
wrote also strictures on the conduct and preaching of Whitefield in 1743,
and two letters on human liberty in a controversy with Jonathan Dickinson,
President of New Jersey College, about the same time.
Dr. Charles Chauncy, who was the intimate friend of Experience Mayhew, has said of him that " h e would, had he been favoured with common
advantages of education, have ranked among the first worthies of New
England." And Dr. Gay of Hingham is said to have expressed the opinion that, in point of ability and discrimination as a reasoner, he was in no
wise inferior to his son, the Rev. Dr. Jonathan Mayhew of Boston.
The sons of Experience Mayhew were Joseph, who was graduated at
Harvard College in 1730, and was a tutor there from 1739 to 1755; Nathan,
who graduated at Harvard College in 1 7 3 1 ; Jonathan, who will form the
subject of a distinct article in this work ; and Zechariah, a missionary
among the Indians, who was ordained at Martha's Vineyard, December 10,
1767, devoted his life to the instruction of the remnants of the red men,
under the Massachusetts Society for propagating the Gospel among the
Indians, and died March 6, 1806, aged eighty-nine.
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JOHN BROCK.^
1648—1688.
J O H N BROCK was born in Stradbrook, county of Suffolk, England, in the
year 1620. In very early life he gave evidence of being brought under the
power of religion. At the age of seventeen, he came with his parents to
New England. Shortly after his arrival here, he was brought near to the
grave by the small pox; and, scarcely had he recovered from that, before
he was seized with another illness, which, for many months, kept his life in
jeopardy. These early afflictions were thought to have had an important
infiuence in forming him to a high type of Christian character.
He was admitted a member of Harvard College in 1643, and graduated
in 1646. He remained at the College two years after his graduation,
prosecuting .his studies in immediate preparation for the ministry. He
commenced preaching in 1648, and was employed first at Rowley, and afterwards at the Isle of Shoals. He removed from the latter place, and
became pastor of the church at Redding, in 1662. This was his last field
of labour. His efforts to promote the spiritual interests of his people were
never intermitted. The services of the Sabbath seem to have formed but a
small part of his labour, even in respect to preaching; for he almost constantly held private lectures, especially for the benefit of the young. Three
or four years before his death, he was again visited with a dangerous illness;
but, on his recovery from it, he became more remarkable for his spirituality
and devotedness to his work than he had ever been before. At length he told
one of his family that he had asked of Heaven this favour,—that he might
live but fourteen days after the public labours of his ministry should be at
an end. And this prayer was answered to the letter ; for, after an illness
of just fourteen days, he died on the 18th of June, 1688.
Cotton Mather represents Mr. Brock as having been especially distinguished for his faith and power in prayer. The following are some of the
remarkable instances which he adduces :—
" When Mr. Brock lived in the Isle of Sho.als, he brought the people into an agreement that, besides the Lord's days, they would spend one day every month together
in tlie worship of our Lord Jesus Christ. On a certain day which, by their agreement, belonged unto the exercises of religion, being arrived, thefishermencame to
Mr. Brock, and asked him that they might put by their meeting and go a fishing,
because they had lost many days by the foulness of the weather. He seeing that,
without and against his consent, they resolved upon doing what they had asked of
him, replied,—' If you will go away, I say unto you, catch fish if you can ! But as
for you that will tarry and worship the Lord Jesus Christ this day, I will pray unto
Him for you, that you may take fish till you are weary.' Thirty men went away
from the meeting, and five tarried. The thirty which went away from the meeting,
with all their skill, could catch but four fishes; the five which tarried went forth afterwards, and they took five hundred. Thefishermen,after this, readily attended whatever meetings Mr. Brock appointed them.
_" A fisherman who had, with his boat, been very helpful, to carry people over a
river, for the worship of God, on the Lord's days, in the Isle of Shoals, lo.st his boat
in a storm. The poor man laments his loss to Mr. Brock; who tells him,—' Go home,
honest man, I'll mention the matter to the Lord; you'll have your boat again to-morrow.' Mr. Brock now considering of what a consequence this matter, that seemed so
small otherwise, might be among the untractable fishermen, made the boat an article
•Mather's Mag., I'V.—Mass. Hist. Coll., VII.—Stone's Sermon on the death of Prentiss.—
Fitch's Sermon at the ordination of Tucke.
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of his prayers; and behold, on the morrow, the poor man comes rejoicing to him that
his boat was found; the anckor of another vessel that was undesignedly cast upon it
having strangely brought it up from the unknown bottom, where it had been sunk."

JONATHAN MITCHELL.*
1649—1668.
J O N A T H A N M I T C H E L L , son of J o n a t h a n Mitchell, was born at Halifax,
in Yorkshire, E n g l a n d , in the year 1624. H i s p a r e n t s , who were both
wealthy and pious, were constrained, by a regard to the rights of conscience,
to seek an asylum in New E n g l a n d . T h e y arrived here in the same ship
with Richard Mather, A u g u s t 17, 1 6 3 5 . T h e i r first settlement was at
Concord; but the next year they removed to Saybrook, and not long after
to Wethersfield. T h e y subsequently settled a t Stamford, where Mr. Mitchell, the father, died in 1645, aged fifty-five years, — leaving two sons, Jonathan and Bavid.
The classical studies of Jonathan
were suspended for
several years after his arrival in America ; b u t his tastes were so decidedly
literary, that he could not brook the idea of being denied a liberal education ; and it was chiefiy t h r o u g h the influence of Richard Mather, who had
noticed his uncommon powers, t h a t his father was induced to consent to his
going to College. I n 1642, he resumed his studies, and the n e x t year, at
the age of nineteen, he entered H a r v a r d College. H e r e he became deeply
impressed with religious t r u t h under the ministry of Thomas Shepard ; and
such was his estimate of the character and labours of t h a t excellent m a n ,
that he afterwards r e m a r k e d , — " Unless it had been four years living in
Heaven, I know not how I could have more cause to bless God with wonder than for these four y e a r s , " spent a t the University. H e was a most
diligent student, and distinguished himself in the various branches of learning ; nor was he less distinguished for his growth in Christian knowledge
and piety. H i s uncommon literary and theological attainments in connection with his exalted Christian character, led several of the most important
churches to make an early application for his services in the ministry. T h e
church at Hartford in particular requested him to preach with a view to his
becoming successor to Thomas H o o k e r . H e preached his first sermon there,
June 24, 1649, from H e b r e w s x i . 2 7 ; and, thougb it would seem, from an
entry in his diary, t h a t he had little freedom or enjoyment in the service,
yet so favourable was the impression on the congregation, t h a t tho very
next day, they gave him an invitation to become their pastor ; adding t h a t
if he should wish to remain a year longer at the College, they would immediately, upon his acceptance of their invitation, advance him a considerable
sum of money, to enable him to furnish himself with a library. H a v i n g ,
however, been previously urged by Mr. Shepard and some of the principal
members of his society, to r e t u r n to Cambridge, free from any engagement,
with a view to a settlement there, he declined tho invitation at Hartford,
and preached at Cambridge for the first time, on the 12th of A u g u s t .
On
•Holmes' History of rambridee.—Holmes' Am. Ann., I.—Mather's Mag., IV.—Increase
Mather's Preface to .Mitchell s T.-n Sermons.—ITntchirson'.i Hist. Mass., I.—Morton's N. E.
Mem.—Hubbard's Hist. .\. L.—.M.S. Lccordof .Mr. Mitchell's church.—Amer. Quart. Reg., VIII.
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the succeeding evening Mr. Shepard remarked to him that that was the
place where he ought to spend the rest of his days ; and, upon being informed by some of his people that the services of the day had been very acceptable, he replied,—" Then my work is done." On the 25th of the same
month, Mr. Shepard was actually removed by death ; whereupon the people
unanimously invited Mr. Mitchell to become their pastor. He acceded to
their proposals, and was ordained, August 21, 1650.
He had been settled but a short time, before he was called to a severe
trial. President Dunster, who had formerly been his Tutor, had become a
convert to the doctrine of the anti-psedobaptists, and preached several sermons denying the right of baptism to any infant whatever. Mr. Mitchell
regarding this as a very serious error, could not, in consistency with his
own convictions, suffer it to pass without animadversion ; and, notwithstanding his youth, the relation he had sustained to the President, and the high
respect he bore for his general character, he put forth a vigorous and well
considered effort in defence of what he believed to be the scriptural doctrine
on that subject. Considerable excitement was occasioned by the circumstance, and so great was the dissatisfaction with the President that he
resigned his office and left Cambridge ; but Mr. Mitchell always continued
to hold him in high regard, and, after his death, commemorated him in an
elegy, honorable alike to the character of both the writer and the subject.
In the year 1650, he was chosen a Tutor and a Fellow of Harvard College. In 1662, he was a member of the Synod which met in Boston to
discuss and settle certain points in relation to church membership and
church discipline; and the result of the Synod was chiefly written by him.
The determination of the ciuesfion relating to the baptism of the children
of those that did not partake of the Lord's Supj5er, and the support thus
given to what was called the " Half way covenant," was owing more to him
than any other man.
His ministry at Cambridge continued about eighteen years ; and it was
characterized by uniform consistency, zeal and devotion. During this
period he went through a considerable part of the system of Divinity,
expounded the book of Genesis and part of Exodus, and delivered "many
fruitful and profitable sermons" on the first four chapters of the Gospel by
John. He held also a monthly lecture, which was "abundantly frequented"
by the people of the neighbouring towns, as well as by his own society.
Just after he had been preaching on the words,—-" I know that thou wilt
bring me to death, and unto the house appointed for all the living,"—he was
seized with a fever, which terminated his life July 9, 1668, at the age of
forty-two.
Cotton Mather says that he " never knew any death that caused so great
mourning and lamentation generally. He was greatly loved and honoured throughout all the churches, as well as in Cambridge, and admired by
the most competent judges of real worth."
His publications were A Letter of counsel to his brother, written while
he was residing at College ; An Election Sermon, 1667 ; A Letter concerning tho subjects of Baptism, 1675 ; A Discourse of the glory to which God
hath called believers by Jesus Christ, printed at London after his death,
with the Letter to his brother afi&xed, and reprinted at Boston in a
duodecimo volume in 1722.
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He left a valuable record of the members of his church, in a folio MS.,
which was found in 1815, by the Rev. Dr. Holmes, in Mr. Prince's Collection, deposited in the Old South Church in Boston. A small volume of
his 3IS. sermons, preached in 1650, in the hand-writing of Capt. Jonathan
Danforth, was presented to the Massachusetts Historical Society in 1813.
Mr. [Mitchell married Margaret Shepard, daughter of his predecessor by
his first marriage, and had four sons and several daughters. Two of the
sons were graduated at Harvard College—Samuel in 1681, and Jonathan
in 1087 The former was a Fellow of the College, and died young ; the
latter died in 1695. The sons left no posterity. His daughter, Margaret,
was married, June 12, 1682, to Major Stephen Sewall* of Salem, and
was the mother of seventeen children. In this line descendants from Mr.
Mitchell still remain.
Morton, who was contemporary with Mr. Mitchell, says of him,—
'' He was a person that held very near communion with God; eminent in v/isdom,
piety, humility, love, self-denial, and of a compassionate and tender heart; surpassing in public spiritediiess; a mighty-man in prayer, and eminent at standing in the
gap; he was zealous for order and faithful in asserting the truth against all oppugners
of it."

Dr. Increase Mather, who was personally and intimately acquainted with
him, says,—
'' He was blessed with admirable natural as well as acquired parts. His judgment
was solid, deep and penetrating; his memory was strong and vastly capacious. He
wrote sermons very largely; and then used with enlargements to commit all to his
memory, without once looking into his Bible, after he had named his text; and yet
his sermons were scriptural."
President Chauncy, though much older than Mr. Mitchell, and openly
opposed to him in the Synod, said, when the controversy was at its very
height,^
•' I know no man in this world that I could envy so much as worthy Mr. Mitchell,
for the great boldness, learning, wisdom, and meekness, and other qualities of an
excellent spirit with which the Lord Jesus Christ hath adorned liim."
As a preacher he was distinguished for " a n extraordinary invention,
curious disposition, and copious application." His voice was melodious,
and his delivery is said to have been "inimitable." He spoke with " a
transcendent majesty and liveliness," and towards the close of his discourses, his fervency rose to " a marvellous measure of energy."
*STErHES ."^EWALL, the son of Henry and Jane Sewall, was bom at Badsly, England, August
19, 1657, and came with his parents to this country in 1661. He entered Harvard College, but
for some reason did not long remain there. He was married to Miss Mitchell in 1682, and shortly
after settled in Salem. He held various public offices, among which were Notary Public, and
Justice of the Court of General Sessions. One of his sons, S<epAe», was born December 14,
1'»1: graduated at Harvard, 1721, where he was a Tutor from 1728 to 1739; was an excellent
fireacher, but did not settle in the ministry,—became Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, and
died a member of Dr. Mayhew's church in Boston, September 10, 1760.
VOL.
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SAMUEL DANFORTH.*
1650—1674.
SAMUEL D A N F O R T H , the second son of Nicholas Danforth, was born at
Framlingham, in Suffolk, England, in September, 1626. His father came
to New England in 1634, settled at Cambridge, and represented that town
in the General Court in 1636 and 1637. Cotton Mather says,—" He was
a gentleman of such estate and repute in the world, that it cost him a considerable sum to escape the knighthood which King Charles I. imposed
upon all, of so much per annum; and of such figure and esteem in the
church, that he procured the famous lecture at Framlingham in Suffolk,
where he had a fine manor." He died about four years after his arrival
here, when his son Samuel was a little less than eleven years old.
Samuel's mother, who died three years after his birth, had dedicated him in
her pious intentions to the sacred ministry; and his father, in the immediate prospect of his departure, commended him to the special oversight and
guardianship of Thomas Shepard, to whose church Mr. Danforth belonged.
Mr. Shepard fulfilled the trust with great fidelity,* and had the pleasure of
witnessing in his young friend not only a fine intellectual development, and
a habit of vigorous application, but a corresponding growth in the virtues
and graces of the Gospel. He was graduated at Harvard College in 1643,
—in the second class that received the honours of that institution. He
was soon appointed tutor; and was the second Fellow of the College, whose
name appears on the catalogue of graduates. His devotional habits at this
period seem to have been of an extraordinary character; and the intense
rapture wdiich he sometimes experienced in connection with these exercises,
continued through life to form the subject of some of his most cherished
recollections.

After the Rev. Thomas Welde returned to England in 1641, the church at
Roxbury, of which Mr. Welde had been pastor, invited him to become a
colleague with the Rev. John Eliot, whose numerous missionary engagements among the Indians, as well as the prodigious labour of translating
the Bible into the Indian language, rendered some assistance in the prosecution of his ministry quite indispensable. He accepted the invitation, and
was ordained September 24, 1650.
Mr. Danforth continued in the faithful discharge of his ministerial duties
at Roxbury, during the residue of his life,—a period of twenty-four years.
Shortly before his death, he seems to have had a presentiment that his end was
near ; and he told his wife that^ though he had been much concerned how
she and her children would subsist, when he should be taken from them,
yet he had attained an entire confidence in God's gracious covenant, and
had no longer any doubt that they would be provided for. He was seized
with a violent putrid fever, occasioned by exposure to cold and damp
weather, while he was on a journey; and died, after an illness of six days,
on the 19th of November, 1674, aged forty-eight years. Such was the
tranquillity of his departure that Mr. Eliot, his colleague, used to say,—
" My brother Danforth made the most glorious end I ever saw."
•Mather's Mag., IV.—Sullivan's History of• Maine.—Historical Memoir of Billerica.—Mass.
Hist. CoU., IX.—Am. Quart. Reg., VIII.—Emory's Taunton Ministry.
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Mr. Danforth was undoubtedly regarded among the greater lights of New
England in his time. As a preacher, he was remarkable for sustaining all
his positions by arguments from Scripture ; for adhering closely to the main
object before him ; for a free, clear and rapid utterance ; and for a depth and
power of feeling which in almost every sermon manifested itself in tears.
He never ventured extemporaneous efforts in the pulpit; he not only wrote
his sermons, but wrote them twice over, in an exceedingly legible and
beautiful character ; but he committed every word to memory, and his memorv was so tenacious that it was never known to fail him. He was accustomed, on the Sabbath morning, to expound the books of the Old Testament, and in the afternoon, to discourse on the "body of Divinity" and
many occasional subjects, and several chapters in the Epistle to the Romans.
In the year 1661, however, he commenced a series of discourses on the
"Harmony of the four Evangelists," whioh he continued to the time of his
death. The last sermon that he ever preached in the series,—which was
the last public service he ever performed, was from Luke XIV- 14, " Thou
ghalt be recompensed at the resurrection of the just." His pastoral attentions were most exemplary. He looked with great care after the sick and
tho afllicted. He was eminently a healer of divisions; and was accustomed to
Bay that "they have usually little peace of conscience, who do not make much
conscience of peace." He was particularly watchful against the inroads of
immorality among the young. He used his infiuence to prevent any, except
persons of correct moral habits, from keeping houses of public entertainment ; and when he saw from his study window any of the people of the
town tippling at the tavern, he made conscience to go directly to them and
administer a pointed rebuke.
Mr. Danforth, in early life, devoted considerable attention to astronomy.
He published almanacs for several years, some of which are valuable for
the chronological tables which they contain: these tables were used extensively by Mr. Prince in his New England Chronology. He published also
an astronomical description of the comet which appeared in 1664, with a
brief theological application. He maintains that a comet is a heavenly
body, moving according to defined laws, and that its appearance is portentous. His other publications are. An Election Sermon, 1670; and Theory
of Sodom inquired into, upon occasion of the arraignment and condemnation of Benjamin Goad for his prodigious villanies, 1674. Several specimens
of his poetry are found in his almanacs, which are amusing for their quaintness, though they show considerable talent at versification.
Mr. Welde wrote a poem on the death of Mr. Danforth, of which the
following is an extract:—
*
" Mighty in Scripture, searching out the sense,
" All the hard things of it, unfolding thence;
" He lived each truth, his faith, love, tenderness,
"None can to th'life, as did his life express;
" Our minds with Gospel his rich lectures fed,
" L u k e and his life at once-are finished;
" Our new built church now suffers too by this,
" Larger its windows, but its lights are less."

Mr. Danforth was married, in 1651, to a daughter of the Rev. John Wilson
of Bn>ton. After his death, she married a Mr. Ruck of Boston, where she
died September 13, 1713, in her eighty-first year. Mr. D. had twelve
children, of whom Samuel, the first born, died in 1653, and the next three
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died in 1659. The address which the father delivered at the graves of
these three children, is preserved by Cotton Mather, and breathes a spirit
of unqualified submission. John, the fifth child,—born November 8, 1660,
and graduated at Harvard in 1677, was the minister of Dorchester. Samuel, the second of the name,^born December 18, 1666, and graduated at
Harvard 1683, was the minister of Taunton. His daughter Mary became the
second wife of the Hon. Edward Bromfield, June 4, 1683, and they lived
together fifty-one years. Another daughter died, October 26, 1672. Mr.
Danforth had two brothers, Thomas and Jonathan, the first of whom was
Deputy Governor, and Judge of the Superior Court of Massachusetts.
A few particulars may be added in respect to the two sons who were clergymen :—
John, the elder of the two, was ordained as successor to the Rev. Josiah
Flint of Dorchester, on the 28th of June, 1682. He received, as his colleague, the Rev. Jonathan Bowman,* on the 5th of November, 1729. He
died May 26, 1730, aged seventy years. He was, for some time, a Fellow
of Harvard College. He published a Sermon at the departure of the Rev.
Joseph L o r d ! and his church for Dorchester, South Carolina, 1697; The
right Christian temper in every condition, endeavoured (as the Lord vouchsafed to assist) to be set forth and recommended, 1702 ; The vile profanations of prosperity by the degenerate among the people of God ; Fast
Sermon at Boston, 1703 ; The blackness of sins against light, or men's
offering violence to their knowledge: a Sermon, 1710 ; A Sermon on King
Hezekiah's bitterness and relief, 1710; Judgment begun at the house of
God and the righteous scarcely saved, 1716; Two Sermons occasioned by
the earthquake, to which is added a Poem on Peter Thacher of Milton, and
Samuel Danforth of Taunton, 1727. A Poem on the death of Ann Eliot,
and verses to the memory of her husband, John Eliot.
The following testimony in respect to John Danforth is from Blake's
Manuscript Annals: —
" He was said to be a man of great learning. He understood mathematics beyond
most men of his function. He was exceeding charitable and of a very peaceful temper.
He had a good taste for poetry. He took much pains to perpetuate the names of many
of the good Christians of hisflock,by writing inscriptions and epitaphs for their gravestones; and yet tlie world is so ungrateful that he has not a line written to preserve
his memory. He was buried in Lieut. Governor Stoughton'st tomb; and there also
lieth his consort, Mrs. Elizabeth Danforth."
The other son, Samuel, was settled as minister of Taunton in the year
1687.
He married the daughter of the Rev. James Allen of Boston. He
died on the 14th of November, 1727. In the beginning of the year 1705, a
* JONATHAN BOWMAN was born at Lexington; was graduated at Harvard College in 1721;
resigned hij pastoral charge on the 14th of December, 1773; and died March SO, 1775, aged
sixty-eight.
t JOSEPH LORD was born at Charlestown, Mass.; was graduated at Harvard College in 1691;
and died June 6, 1748.
X WILLIAM STOUGHTON, the son of the Hon. Israel Stoughton, was a native of Dorchester, and
was graduated at Harvard College in 1650. He went to England, and had a Fellowship at NeirCoUege, Oxford. He was, for some time, a preacher in the county of Sussex, but was ejected by
the Act of Uniformity in 1662, and returned to New England the same year. Though not asettled minister, he was appointed to preach the Election Sermon in 1668, which was considered a
remarkably felicitous effort. After the death of Mr. Mitchell of Cambridge, he decUned an invitation to become his successor. In 1671, he was chosen a Magistrate; and, in 1677, went to
England as an agent for the Province. He was a member of the Council, and Chief Justice of
the Superior Court. Being appointed Lieutenant Governor in 1692, he was Commander-in-chief
from 1694 to 1699, and again in 1700. He died at Dorchester, July 7, 1701, aged seventy. Ho
was distinguished for his learning, patriotism and piety. He was a munificent benefactor of Harvard College.
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verynnusual attention to religion prevailed among his people, of which he gave
an interesting account in three Letters which are preserved in Prince's Christian History. He published A Eulogy on Thomas Leonard, 1713 ; An Election Sermon, 1714 ; and An Essay concerning the singing of Psalms, 1723.
He took great interest in the aborigines of the country, and left behind him
a manuscript Indian Dictionary, which seems to have been formed from
Eliot's Indian Bible, as there is a reference under every word to a passage
of Scripture.
The Hon. Francis Baylies says of him,—
'' He was iicculiarly fortunate in retaining the attachment of his people. They were
eager te seith'him, and their interest in him endured unto the end. * * * » jjjg
various (lualirieatioiis rendered him extremely useful in town, and while he instructed
liis people in all things touching their spiritual welfare, they found his advice and aid
no less useful in their temporal matters. He acquired over them an unbounded influence, which he exercised for the generiil good; and although some of them might dislike advice, which too often came in the shape of a command, yet as nothing was
meant but their good, they acquiesced and were grateful. All his contemporaries
represent him as a person of great learning, and he certainly maintained a high reputation through life.-"

URIAN OAKES.*
1652—1681.
URIAN O A K E S , the son of Edward Oakes, was born in England, in the
year 1631. His father came to New England, with his family, about the
year 1634, while this son was a mere child. He seems to have settled first
at Cambridge, and afterwards to have removed to Concord, where he died,
October 13, 1689. He was a Representative to the General Court from
Cambridge for fifteen years; and, after his removal to Concord, represented
that town also, one year.
In his early childhood, the son exhibited an uncommonly amiable temper,
which continued to be a marked characteristic through Jife. He experienced
a signal preservation from drowning, which Cotton Mather says, God
designed that he might be " a Moses unto his people." He received his
education at Harvard College, and graduated in 1649. He had a high
reputation as a scholar; and, while he was yet very young, he published at
Cambridge a set of Astronomical calculations, with this motto on the title
page;—" Parvum parva decent, sed inest sua gratia parvis ;" in which
he is supposed to make an allusion not only to his youth, but to his very
diminutive size.
As he inclined to the study of theology, he remained at Cambridge
prosecuting his studies, until he took his second degree and commenced
preaching. His first appearance in the pulpit was at Roxbury. Shortly
after this he returned to his native country, where, after having been some
time a chaplain to an eminent personage, he was settled in the ministry at
Titchfield, in Hampshire. By the Bartholomew Act in 1662, he was
deprived of his living and forbidden to preach. He, however, found an
ft

• Farmer's Gen. Reg.—Mather's Mag., IV.—Noncon. Mem., II.—Holmes' History of Cambridge.—Peirce's History of Harvard University.—Quiney's do., I.
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asylum in the family of Colonel Norton, a person of great worth and consideration ; and, after the violence of the storm had in some measure abated,
he resumed the duties of the pastoral of&ce as a colleague with a Mr.
Symmons.
The church in Cambridge having in July, 1668, become vacant by the
death of the Rev. Jonathan Mitchell, directed their attention to Mr. Oakea
as a suitable person to be Mr. Mitchell's successor ; and accordingly they
despatched a messenger to England to apprize him of their wishes. Having
obtained the advice and sanction of a council of ministers, he accepted the
invitation ; and, after repeated delays occasioned by the sickness and death
of his wife, and by a subsequent personal illness, he came to America in
1671, and commenced his ministry at Cambridge on the 8th of November
of that year. The church kept a day of public thanksgiving to God for
sending them such a pastor. He preached on the occasion from I I . Cor.
XII., 1 1 , — " I be nothing."
On the resignation of Dr. Hoar, as President of Harvard College, in
1675, Mr. Oakes was immediately appointed to succeed him; but, though
he declined to accept the Presidency, he consented to take the superintendence of the College with the rank and duties of President,—which he held
for four years. Several fruitless efforts to secure a President having been
made during this period, Mr. Oakes was again chosen, in February,
1679, and accepted the office,—only, however, on condition that he should
be permitted to retain his pastoral charge. The condition was assented to,
and he held the two offices of President and Pastor until the close of his
life.
This, however, was but a brief period. He had been subject to a quartan ague, which often unfitted him for public service. But he was at length
seized with a malignant fever, which, in a day or two, proved fatal. His
church assembled with the expectation that the Lord's Supper was to he
administered to them, when they were met with the overwhelming intelligence that their pastor was in the agonies of death. He died July 25,
1681, in the fiftieth year of his age, and the tenth of his ministry at Cambridge.
Mr. Oakes published, beside the " Astronomical calculations" already
mentioned. An Artillery Election sermon, 1672 ; An Election sermon, 1673;
An Elegy on the Rev. Thomas Shepard of Charlestown, 1677 ; A sermon
at Cambridge on the choice of their military officers ; A Fast sermon.
The following extract from his Election sermon is a good specimen of his
style, while it illustrates his views of Church government,—a subject which,
at that period, was very frequently and earnestly discussed:—
" I profess I look upon the settlement of the Congregational way, as the boon, the
gratuity, the largess of Divine bounty, which the Lord graciously bestowed upon his
people "that followed him into this wilderness; and a great part of the blessing on the
head of Joseph and of them that were separate from their brethren. Those good
people that came over hither, showed more love and zeal and affcictionate desire of
communion with God in pure worship and ordinances, and did more in order to it,
than others, and the Lord did more for them than for any people in the world, in
shewing them the pattern of his house, and the true scriptural way of Church government and administrations. I do not think that they were at a ne plus ultra, and
th.1t nothing was left unto the discovery of after times; but the beginning work waa
substantially done by them; they were set in the right way, wherein we are now to
proceed and make a progress. It will be our wisdom, interest and duty, to follow
tliein as they followed the guidance of the spirit of Christ. The Reformation in King
Edward's days was then a blessed work, and the Reformation of Geneva and Scotland was then a larger step, and in many respects purer than the other; and for my
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part I fully believe that the Congregational way far exceeds both, and is the highest
step that has been taken towards reformation, and for the substance of it, is the very
way that was established and practised in the primitive times according to the institution of Jesus Christ. There is a sweet temperament in the Congregational Way;
that the liberties of the people may not be overlaid and oppressed, as in the Classical
way, nor the rule and authority of the Elders rendered an insignificant thing, and
trampled under foot as in the way of the Brownists: but that there may be a reconciliation or due concurrence in the balancing of the one justly with the other. And
herein the wisdom of our Lord Jesus Christ in the frame of Church government, (for
it is not any politic or prudential contrivance of man, but modelled by the Great Lawgiver, the Lord Jesus,) is greatly to be admired by us."
Increase Mather in a Preface t o a discourse of M r . O a k e s , published
shortly after his decease, writes thus concerning him : —
"There have been several of the name heretofore renowned for their rare accomplishments in some particular faculty, wherein they have excelled. * * * B^t an
age doth seldom produce one so many ways excelling, as this author was. If we consider him as a Divine, as a Scholar, as a Christian, it is hard to say in which he did
most e.KCel. I have often in my thoughts compared him unto Samuel among the
prophets of old; inasmuch as he did truly fear God from his youth, and was betimes
improved in early ministrations, and was at last called to be head of the sons of the
prophets in this iiew English Israel, as Samuel was President of the College at Naioth.
And in many other particulars I might enlarge upon tlie parallel, but that it is inconvenient to extend such instances beyond their proportion.
" H e n tua nobis
" Morte simul tecum solatia rapta f
" I t may, without reflection upon any, be said, that he was one of the greatest lights
that ever shone in this part of the world, or that is ever lilce to arise in our horizon.
He is now become a royal diadem in the hand of the Lord; being, as one speaks concerning a great worthy, an ornament unto Heaven itself."
President Oakes seems to have been specially distinguished for his
knowledge of the L a t i n language. Cotton M a t h e r supposes that " A m e r i c a
never had a greater master of the t r u e , pure, Ciceronian L a t i n . " H e calls
him " the L a c t a n t i u s of N e w E n g l a n d . " A t t h e commencement in 1 6 7 8 ,
President Oakes pronounced an oration in L a t i n , in which he introduced a
long paragraph commemorative of his friend the R e v . T h o m a s Shepard of
Charlestown, who had deceased a few months before. T h a t p a r a g r a p h is
preserved in the Magnalia.

MICHAEL WIGGLESWORTH.*
1653—1705.
MICHAEL WIGGLESWORTH was born in England, of godly parents,
October 28, 1 6 3 1 . T h o u g h they had much, in a worldly point of view, to
detain them in their native c o u n t r y , yet the higher value which they placed
upon liberty of conscience, led them, at great sacrifice of their temporal
mterests, to look for a home on this side the ocean. After many difficulties
and dangers, they landed in Charlestown,—Michael being then not quite
seven years old. After remaining there seven weeks, the family removed
by sea to New H a v e n , in October, 1638. They seem to have been now in
somewhat straitened circumstances; for t h e subject of this notice, in
describing their situation at this time, many years after, s a y s , — " W e dwelt
in a cellar, partly under ground, covered with earth, the first w i n t e r . "
He
• Michael 'Wigglesworth's Diary and Autobiography.—History of Maiden.
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was early placed in the school of that celebrated teacher, Ezekiel Cheever,
under whom he made such proficiency that he began to write Latin compositions before he was nine years old. But his father, being visited with a
lameness from which he never recovered, was obliged to take him from his
studies, that he might assist in the support of the family. He, however,
returned to his studies, when he was in his fourteenth year, and three years
after was entered at Harvard College, where he graduated in 1651. He
was appointed a Fellow and a Tutor in the College, shortly after his graduation. In a document prepared by himself, the original of whioh is understood to be still in existence, he pays a beautiful tribute to his father's
piety and self-denial, in dispensing with the labours of an only son,—which
seemed so necessary to him in his enfeebled state, and assisting him, to the
extent of his ability, in obtaining a collegiate education.
Having been strictly and religiously trained, he was preserved, before
and during his college course, from all open immorality; and yet he was
conscious of being actuated by no higher motive than a regard to self. He
was diligent in his studies, but his diligence was prompted by mere worldly
ambition. But about six months before he graduated, he underwent a
great change in the principles of his conduct, and the purposes of his life;
and from this time, (to use his own language,) he " learned to study with
God, and for God." Before this, he had intended to enter the medical profession ; but he now resolved, by the help of God, to devote himself to the
ministry. He seems to have pursued his theological studies during his
residence at Cambridge as a tutor.
When he was about twenty-two years of age, he was invited to preach at
Maiden ; but it was several months before he concluded to accept the invitation. And it was not till he had supplied the pulpit a year and a half,
that he would consent to be fully inducted into the pastoral office. This was
in or about the year 1654,—some six years after the incorporation of the town.
Within four years from the time of his settlement, it appears from his
private diary that he was the subject of some disease that proved greatly
embarrassing to him in his public duties ; and, after about eight or nine years,
his labours were entirely suspended. On the 23d of September, 1663, he
sailed for Bermuda in search of health, and remained there about seven
months and a half; but he seems to have sufi"ered more from the rough and
tedious passage than he was benefitted by the change of climate ; and he
returned home not a little discouraged. For twenty-one years,—that is
until 1685, his labours in the ministry were entirely intermitted; though he
still retained his pastoral charge, and had three colleagues successively
settled—namely, Benjamin Bunker,* Benjamin Blackman,t and Thomas
Cheever.t During his long illness, he devoted much attention to medicine,
• B E N J A M I N BUNKER was the son of George Bunker of Charlestown; was born in 1635; was
graduated at Harvard College in 1658; was ordained at Maiden. December 9,1663; and died
October 2, 1669.
t EENJA.MIN BLACKMAN was the son of the Rev. Adam Blaokman, first minister at Stratford,
Conn.; was graduated at Harvard College in 1663 ; was ordained at Maiden, in 1674; and resigned
his charge in 1678. He left in consequence of dissatisfaction, and nine years after sued the town
for arrears of his salary. On leaving Maiden, he preached at Scarboro', Maine; and in 1683
was a Representative of the town of Saco. He is supposed to have died in Boston.
X THOMAS CHEF.VER was the son of the celebrated school-master, Ezekiel Cheever; was graduated at Harvard College in 1677; was ordained at Maiden, July 27. 1681; and was dismissed in
consequence of charges being sustained against him. May 20, 1686.' After living many years in
retirement, he recovered public confidence and was installed first pastor of the church in Chelsea,
October 19, li I 5, and died November 27, 1749, aged ninety-three.
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and practised it very successfully. At the date above mentioned, when his
church had become reduced to a state of distressing embarrassment, he was
suddenly and wonderfully restored to health, and was enabled, for twenty
years more, to sustain the labours of the pastoral office. In the Election
Sermon which he preached, about a year after he resumed his duties, he
made a distinct allusion to the protracted afliliction from which he had then
been recently delivered. Judge Sewall, who was present at the time, refers
to it in his diary as follows :—
" In his prayer he said, that we may Itnow the things of our peace in this our day,
and it may be the last of our days. He acknowledged God as to tlie Election; and
bringing him forth as it were a dead man, who had been reckoned among the dead, to
preach."
Mr. Wigglesworth died of a fever on the 10th of June, 1705, just after
he had commenced his seventy-fourth year. The funeral sermon, of which
there is only a single perfect copy known to be extant, does not bear the
name of its author on the title page, but is evidently the production of
Increase or Cotton Mather. The following is an extract from i t : —
" It was a surprise unto us to see a little feeble shadow of a man, beyond seventy,
preaching usually twice and thrice in a week; visiting and comforting the afflicted;
encouraging the private meetings; catechising the children of the flock; and managing the government of the cliurch; and attending the sick not only as a pastor but a
physician too; and this not only in his own town, but in all those of the vicinity.
Thus he did unto the last; and was but one Lord's day taken off before his last."
At the commencement succeeding his death, which was then on the 4th
of July, Edward (afterwards President) Holyoke pronounced the Bachelors'
oration, and alluded most respectfully to the deceased minister as Maldonatus Orthodoxus.
The following is a list of Mr. Wigglesworth's publications :—The Day of
Doom: A Poem, 1662. A Poem on the sanctification of afdictions, 1669.
Election sermon, 1686. Artillery Election sermon, 1696.
He left, among other unpublished writings, a poem, entitled—" God's
controversy with New England, written in the time of the great drought,
-^.nno 1662."
Mr. AVlgglesworth's first wife, who is supposed to have been a Hobson
from Rowley, died December 21, 1659. Of his second wife the only memorial extant is the following inscription on her grave s t o n e : — " H e r e lies
the body of Martha Wigglesworth, late wife to Michael Wigglesworth, who
died September 11, 1690, aged about twenty-eight." By this marriage he
had five children. His last wife was Sybil Sparhawk of Cambridge. Her
only child was Edward, who became the first Professor of Divinity in Harvard College. She died at Cambridge, August 6, 1708, in the fifty-fourth
year of her age.
Samuel, a son by the second marriage, was born February 4, 1688, 0 . S.,
graduated at Harvard College in 1707 ; and afterwards remained there
Jiursuing his studies for two years. In 1710, he commenced the practice of
medicine at Ipswich Hamlet, but soon returned to his native place and commenced teaching a school. In connection with this, he engaged in a course
of theobigical study, and preached his first sermon January 20,1712. After
labouring for some time at Dracut and at Groton, and receiving and declining two calls from the former place, he returned to Ipswich Hamlet as a
minister, instead of a physician, accepted an invitation to settle as their
pastor, and was ordained on the 27th of October, 1714. Here he continVoL. I
19
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ued his labours till his death, which took place September 3, 1768, in his
eightieth year. He published A Sermon at the ordination of Josiah Dennis,*
1727 ; A Sermon before a society of young men for religious improvement,
1727; A sermon at the ordination of John Warrent in Wenham, 1733;
An Election sermon, 1733; A short account of the Rev. Mr. Hale of Newbury in the " Christian History"; A sermon on the death of Rev. John
Rogers, 1746 ; Controversial pamphlet in respect to the result of a council,
1746 ; Convention sermon, 1 7 5 1 ; Two sermons to his parishioners enlisted
for an expedition to Nova Scotia, 1755 ; Dudleian Lecture, 1760; A controversial pamphlet about admitting persons from the neighbouring churches,
1765

JOHN ROGERS, t
1656—1684.
J O H N R O G E R S was the son of the Piev. Nathaniel Rogers, and was bom,
probably, at Assington, England, where, for several years, his father exercised his ministry. He came with his father to New England in 1636. He
was graduated at Harvard College in 1649, and studied, as was not uncommon
in his time, both medicine and divinity. He was invited to preach at Ipswich, first in 1656; and previous to that time, he does not appear to have
had any very active employment. The reason for this is supposed to have
been that he was subject to a depression of spirits, whioh he had inherited
from his father, and which led his father to say in his will, that "however
John was his eldest son, he should not leave him a double portion, because
he was not serviceable." The subsequent life of the son, however, was an
effectual refutation of his father's early opinion concerning him; as he not
only showed himself a vigorous student, but discharged with exemplary
fidelity the duties belonging to his public relations. As he shared the duties
of the ministry at Ipswich with Mr. Cobbet and Mr. Hubbard, his parochial
labours were of course very much lightened; and as his salary, during a
part of the time, was less than their's, it is probable that they were expected
to perform the greater amount of service. There is a tradition that he took
the principal charge of the Thursday Lecture, while the other concerns of
the church and parish, devolved on them. But in addition to his duties as
a minister, he performed those of a physician, having a larger medical practice than any other physician in the town. I t has been said that " his
inclination to the study of physic withdrew his attention from theology;'
but this cannot be true in any such sense as that he retired from the ministry ; for it appears from the records of the town of Ipswich that his salary
as a clergyman was voted him down to 1681,—the last year of his residence
there.
» JOSIAH DENNIS was born at Ipswieh; was graduated at Harvard College in 1723; was ordained
minifter of Yarmouth in 1727; and died in 1763.
t JOHN WAKREN was born at Roxbury; was graduated at Harvard College in 1725; was ordamed
at Wenham, September 10, 1733; and died July 19, 1749, aged forty-five.
I Mather s Mag., IV.—Felt s Hist, of Ipswich.—Peirce's Hist, of Harr. Coll.—Qwncy's
do., I.—Farmer's Gen. Eeg.—Aliens Biog. Diet.
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After the death of JMr. Oakes, President of Harvard College, Increase
Mather was chosen to till the vacant chair ; and he having, at that time,
loelincd the appointment, the honour was proffered to Mr. Rogers. He
,vas elected in April, 1682, and was inaugurated. August 12, 1683. But
[lis time of service in this new field was very short. While he was earnestly
engaged in devising and executing plans for the promotion of the interests
Df the College, with the prospect of a popular and successful administration,
bis life was unexpectedly terminated. He died July 2, 1684, the day after
Commencement, aged fifty-three years.
Cottou Mather has left the following characteristic testimony concerning
President Rogers :—
'• He was one of so sweet a t e m p e r t h a t t h e title of delicice humani generis m i g h t
have on that score been given h i m ; and his real piety set off with t h e accomplishments
of a gentleman, as a gem set in gold. In his P r e s i d e n t s h i p there fell out one t h i n g
parficalarly for whicli the College has cause to r e m e m b e r liim. I t was his custom t o
be s.101. what lung in his daily p r a y e r s , (which our P r e s i d e n t used to m a k e , ) with t h e
scholars in the College Hall. B u t one d a y , without being able to give reason for it, h e
was nut so long, it may be by half, as he used to be. H e a v e n knew t h e reason! T h e
scholars returning to their c h a m b e r s , found one of t h e m on flre, and t h e fire had p r o ceeded SO far, t h a t if t h e devotions h a d held t h r e e m i n u t e s longer, t h e College h a d
b^eu irrecoverably laid in ashes, which now was happily preserved. B u t him also a
premature death snatched away from a society t h a t hoped for a m u c h longer enjoyment of him, and counted themselves u n d e r as black an eclipse, as t h e sun did h a p p e n
to be at the hour of his e x p i r a t i o n . "

Mr. Rogers married Elizabeth, daughter of General Dennison. She died
June 13, 1723, aged eighty-two years. They had six children,—three sons
and three daughters. One of his daughters was married to President Leverett,* of Harvard College. His son Daniel graduated at Harvard College in
IG^iJ, was a physician in Ipswich, and perished in a snow storm on Hampton
Beach, December 1, 1722,—leaving a son Daniel, who was graduated at
Harvard College in 1725 ; was ordained as minister of Littleton, March 15,
ITo:^, and died in November, 1782, aged seventy-six. His son Nathaniel
was born February 22, 1670 ; was graduated at Harvard ,College in 1687;
was ordained the second minister of the First church in Portsmouth, May 3.
I'J'.i'J; and died October 3, 1723, aged fifty-four. His son John was born
July 7, 1666 ; was graduated at Harvard College in 1684; was ordained at
Ipswieh October 12, 1692 ; and died December 28, 1745 ; aged seventy-nine.
He left three sons who were ministers,—John who was graduated at Harvard College in 1711 ; was ordained at Kittery, October 25, 1 7 2 1 ; and
died October 16,1773, aged eighty-one;—Nathaniel, who was born March
'1. 1704; was graduated at Harvard College in 1721 ; was ordained as his
father's colleague, October 18, 1727; and died in 1775, aged seventytwo;—and Daniel, who was born July 28,1707 ; was graduated at Harvard
College in 1725 ; was ordained at Exeter, N, H., August 31, 1743; and
died in December, 1785, aged seventy-nine.
The following is an extract from the sermon preached by the Rev. Mr.
^ iL'Ldesworth on occasion of the death of John (son of President) Rojiers:—
'' He was blessed with a clear apprehension, and sound J u d g m e n t ; was of a t h o u g h t ful and inquisitive mind. I n tlie diligent improveineiit of which n a t u r a l a d v a n t a g e s
• JOHN LEVERETT, a grandson of Gov. John Leverett, was graduated at Harvard Celloge in
168". He wa^ successively a tutor in College; a member of the House of Representative.^; Speaker of the House; a raemljcr of lli.s Abijesty 3 Council; a Justice of the Superior Court; !i. Judge
of the Probate of Wills; and Presiilciit of Ihirvavd College. To this last office he was inducted,
January 14, ITiiS. and he held it td! his death, which occurred. May .'i, l';24. He wiis eminent
as a .Statesman, a Divine, and the Head of a literary institution. In the early part of hi.s life he
socasionally preached.
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through the blessing of God, he acquired much Icnowledge. Christ wag pleased to
make him a wise steward of the mysteries of the Gospel. What a multitude of most
instructive discourses upon the fundamental truths of Christianity hath he delivered
from hence! How edifying even his private and pleasant conversation to such as visited liim! The doctrines of grace hung much upon his lips. He understood them
clearly and taught them ungainsayingly. We have abundant reason to think that he
was possessed of the treasure of grace 'as well as gifts. If the tree is to be known and
judged by its fruits, we have reason to think him as eminent for his piety as learning;
as great a Christian as a Divine. There are many living witnesses of the success of
his ministerial labours, as was a multitude who went before him to glory, both of which
shall be his crown when the Great Shepherd shall appear. His old age was not infirm
and decrepit, but robust, active and useful, whereby he was enabled to labour in word
and doctrine to the last, and quit the stage of life in action."
I t appears from the Provincial Records that in December, 1705, the
Legislature ordered two pamphlets, sent them by John Rogers and John
Rogers Jr., to be burnt by the common hangman, near the whipping post
in Boston. One of these individuals is supposed to have been the Rev.
John Rogers last mentioned, and the other his son ; and the pamphlets
probably related to the opposition which the House was making to her
Majesty's instructions to the Governor, in regard to his salary and some
other exciting topics. But, notwithstanding this marked expression of disapprobation, Mr. Rogers was appointed the very next year (1706) to preach
the Election sermon ; an honour which possibly may have been conferred
upon him in consideration of his having been treated in the matter of the
pamphlets with undue severity. This sermon was published, as was also
one which he preached in 1739, on the death of John Appleton. He also
contributed an account of a revival of religion in his congregation to
Prince's " Christian History."

WILLIAM HUBBARD.*
16561—1704.
W I L L I A M H U B B A R D was the son of William Hubbard, who came to
New England as early as 1630, and, after a few years, established himself
at Ipswich, Massachusetts, which town he, for several years, represented in
the General Court. He is said to have been one of the ablest speakers, and
most influential members, of the Assembly in 1637. From Ipswich he
removed to Boston, where he died about 1670, leaving three sons, William,
Richard and Nathaniel.
William, the eldest son, was born in England in 1621, came with his
father to Massachusetts, when he was about nine years old, and took his
Bachelor's degree in 1642, with the first class that graduated at Harvard
College. From the time that he left College till he had passed the age of
thirty-five no record of his life remains ; but it is ascertained that, during
this period, he studied theology, and was, for some time, an assistant to
the Rev. Mr. Cobbet of Ipswich. About the year 1656 he was ordained
• Holmes' Am. Ann., I.—Hutchinson's Hist. Mass.—Mass. Hist. Coll., VII.—Felt's Hist,
of Ipswich.—Amer. Quart. Reg., VIII.—Eliot's Biog. Diet.—Young's Chron.—Felt's Ecel.
Hist. N. E. I .
t The year when he was invited to be a colleague with Mr. Cobbet at Ipswich; but he had
probably been in the ministry some years before.
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as colleague with Mr. Cobbet, who, though in the vigour of life, required an
assistant, on account of the great extent of his ministerial labours. Ipswich
was, at that time, one of the most eligible places of settlement for a minister in New England,—having a larger degree of talent and intelligence
than almost any other town. I t had been settled " b y men of good rank
and quality, many of them having the yearly revenue of large lands in
England, before they came to this wilderness." Whatever leisure Mr.
Hubbard could command amidst his professional engagements, (and this
probably was considerable, as Mr. Cobbet continued active in the ministry
to an advanced age,) he devoted to historical investigations. His first historical work was " A narrative of the troubles with the Indians in 1676
and 1677; with a supplement concerning the war with the Pequods in
16t)7 ;" also, " A narrative of the troubles with the Indians in New England, from Pascataqua to Pamaquid." The whole was published at Boston
in 1677. The same book was licensed and printed in London, the same
year, under the title of " The present state of New England." In 1678,
Mr. Hubbard was on a visit to England, which not improbably had some
connection with this publication.
The " History of New England" was completed in 1680, and the narrative is brought down to that time, la that year it was submitted to the
examination of the General Court of Massachusetts, who appointed a committee of several distinguished gentlemen, " to peruse it and give their
opinion." It was nearly two years before the committee had performed the
service assigned them ; owing, as has been supposed, partly at least, to the
difBculty of decyphering Mr. Hubbard's manuscript. On the 11th of
October, 1682, the General Court granted fifty pounds to the author, " as
a manifestation of thankfulness" for this History, " h e transcribing it
fairly that it may be more easily perused."
He seems to have procured
some person to copy it for him ; as the MS. which now exists in the archives
of the Historical Society of Massachusetts, is not in his hand-writing,
except the emendations. It was published by the Historical Society,
encouraged by a liberal subscription of the Legislature ; but its value was
considerably diminished by the publication of Governor Winthrop's MS.,
by Mr. Savage in 1825 and 1826, from which Mr. Hubbard seems
to have derived a large portion of his facts relating to the earlier part of
the period of which he treats. I t has been suggested, however, in view
of the known fairness of his character, that, if the introductory leaves of
his MS. had not been lost, there would probably have been found in
them a reference to Winthrop and other authorities, which would have
forbidden the idea that he wished to make any undue claim to originality.
His history, as it is, is one of no inconsiderable merit, especially when it is
remembered that it was written amidst the cares and labours incident to an
extensive pastoral charge.
In 1685, i\Ir. Hubbard lost his venerable colleague, Mr. Cobbet, who died
at the age of seventy-seven. For two years afterwards, he was alone in the
ministry; but, in 1G86, he received as an assistant, the Rev. John Dennison,* grandson of his early friend and parishoner. Major General Dennison.
•JOHN DENNISON, the son of John and Martha (Rymonds) Dennison, was graduated at Har'^ard College in 1681. He died in his twenty-fourth yeiir, leaving a wife, Elizabeth, daughter
of Nathaniel .'^altonstall of Haverhill, who afterwards married the Rev. Roland Cotton of Sandwich, and died iu Boston, July 9, 1726, in her fifty-eighth year.
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Mr. Dennison died in 1689, and three years after, the Rev. John Rogers,
son of the President of Harvard College, succeeded him, as Mr. Hubbard's
colleague. This connection was probably rendered more agreeable by the
fact that Mr. Rogers was a nephew of Mr. Hubbard's first wife.
Dr. Eliot states that Mr. Hubbard presided at the commencement at
Harvard College in 1684; and that this was after the death of President
Rogers. However this may have been, (and the evidence of the alleged
fact seems to be equivocal,) it is certain that he was invited to perform such
a service in 1688, as the notice of his appointment by Sir Edmond Andres
is still in existence ; but, as there were no degrees conferred that year, it is
doubtful whether the appointment was fulfilled.
In August, 1702, Mr. Hubbard had become so much enfeebled by age,
that he requested his parish to provide " more help to carry on the ministry ;" and the next year he gave up all ministerial labour, and his people
voted him sixty pounds as a gratuity. Thus gradually approaching his
latter end, which he had made familiar to his thoughts, by habitual and
devout meditation, he died September 14, 1704, at the age of eighty-three.
His congregation subsequently voted thirty-two pounds to pay his funeral
charges.
Mr. Hubbard's publications, besides those already named, were,—An
Election Sermon, 1676 ; A Fast Sermon, 1682 ; A Funeral Discourse on
Major General Daniel Dennison, 1684 ; A Testimony to the order of the
Gospel in the churches of New England, in connection with the Rev.. John
Higginson of Salem.
John Dunton, the famous Boston Bookseller, after a visit to Mr. Hubbard in 1686, thus describes h i m : —
" The benefit of nature and the fatigue of study have equally contributed to his
eminence. Neither aj-e we less obliged to both than himself: he fVeely communicates
of his learning to all, who have the happiness to share in his converse. In a word, he
is learned without ostentation and vanity, and gives all his productions such a delicate
turn and grace, (as seen in his printed sermons and history of the Indians,) that the
features and lineaments of the child, make a clear discovery and distinction of the
father; yet he is a man of singular modesty, of strict morals, and has done as much
for the conversion of the Indians as most men in New England."
Governor Hutchinson gives him the character of " a man of learning,
and of a candid and benevolent mind, accompanied with a good degree of
Catholicism," which he thinks, " was not accounted the most valuable part
of his character in the age in which he lived."
Dr. Eliot represents him as "for many years the most eminent minister
iu the county of Essex ; equal to any in the province for learning and
candour, and superior to all his contemporaries as a writer."
Mr. Hubbard married Margaret, daughter of his predecessor, Rev.
Nathaniel Rogers. In his seventy-third year, he married for a second wife,
Mary, widow of Samuel Pearce. This marriage, according to the Eev.
Mr. Frisbie, excited the displeasure of his parish; for though she was a
serious and discreet person, she was not from the higher walks of life, and
for that reason, was considered as not qualified for her station. Mr. Hubbard had as many as three children born before the death of their grandfather Rogers, in 1655. Their names were John, Nathaniel and Margaret.
Margaret married the Hon. John Pynchon of Springfield, and died there,
November 11, 1716.
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INCREASE MATHER, D. D.*
1657—1723.
INCREASE JM.VTHER was the son of the Rev. Richard and Catharine
(Hoult) Mather, and was born at Dorchester, June 21, 1639. He received his
name from the circumstance of the great increase of every sort, with which
the country was favoured, about the time of his birth.
He discovered great intellectual precocity in his early childhood ; and,
though he did not decline the usual innocent diversions of children, yet he
greatly outstripped all his school-mates in the acquisition of knowledge. So
rapid was his improvement that, at the age of twelve, he was admitted a
member of Harvard College. After remaining there about a year, his
parents, with a view to favour his naturally feeble constitution, removed him
from College, and placed him under the care of the Rev. John Norton, who
was then settled at Ipswich. Here he remained about a year, when Mr.
Norton removed to Boston, and he accompanied him and continued for
several years under his instruction. He subsequently returned to Cambridge,
and graduated in the class of 1656.
As his moral and religious education was conducted with the utmost
care, by both his parents, and especially by his excellent mother, he showed
himself seriously inclined from early childhood ; but it was in consequence
of a severe and dangerous illness, that his thoughts were fixed more decidedly upon his immortal interests. He set apart days for fasting and prayer,
in which he lamented deeply his sinfulness before God, and endeavoured to
comply with the terms on which salvation is offered; and at length found
the tranquillity of mind which he had so much desired. He resolved now to
devote himself to the ministry, believing that in this way he could serve
God and his generation more effectually than in any other.
He commenced preaching the year after he graduated. One of his first
sermons was preached in his father's pulpit at Dorchester, and was regarded
not only by his father, but by the audience generally, as marked by uncommon ability, and as giving promise of extensive usefulness.
His elder brother, Samuel, who was then a minister in Dublin, invited
him to come over and make him a visit; and, his father having given his
consent, he accepted the invitation. He sailed for England, July 3, 1657,
and arrived there after a passage of five weeks. Having spent a little time
at London, and afterwards in visiting his father's friends in Lancashire, he
made his way to Dublin, where he was received by his brother with every
expres.sion of fraternal affection. By his brother's advice, he entered his
name as a student at Trinity College, Dublin, and in June, 1658, when only
nineteen years of age, he proceeded M. A. in that institution, having first
performed all the exercises required by its statutes. He became a great
favourite with Dr. Winter, the Provost of the College ; and was chosen
a Fellow of the College, which honour, however, he declined. As the climate of Ireland seemed unfavourable to bis health,—notwithstanding he had ,
the most encouraging offer to induce blm to remain, he resolved to return
to England ; and, shortly after his arrival there, he became preacher to John
Howe's parish at Torrington, in Devdnshire, near to the residence of his
• Life by Cotton Mather.—Noncon. Mem., II.—Mather's Mag., I I I .
Coll.,—Quiney's do.
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brother Nathaniel, who was then minister of Barnstable. Mr. Howe, on
the death of the Protector, having returned to Torrington,—Mr. Mather
accepted an invitation from the Governor of Guernsey, in the year 1659,
to go into that island, and preach on Sabbath morning at the Castle, and in
the afternoon at the town called Peter's Port. He removed thence to
Gloucester, where he would willingly have remained in the exercise of his
ministry ; but, foreseeing an approaching revolution, he returned to Guernsey, where he resided at the period of the Restoration. About this time, a
requisition was made upon all the commissioned officers in those parts, to sign
a paper declaring that they believed the times then were, and would be, happy.
This paper Mr. Mather refused to sign ; in consequence of which, he was in
danger of losing a hundred pounds of his salary that had not been paid; but
he providentially escaped the loss. Upon the accession of a new Governor
of the island, the alternative was presented to him of either conforming or
quitting the place ; and he chose the latter. From Guernsey he now came
to England ; and, notwithstanding he was offered there a living of some
hundred pounds a year, if he would conform, he unhesitatingly rejected the
proposal. Having by this time become satisfied that his prospects of usefulness in that country were at best extremely dubious, he determined to
re-cross the Atlantic, and seek a field of labour in his native land.
Mr. Mather sailed from Weymouth, June 29,1661, and landed in Boston
about the first of September following. He reached home unexpectedly to
his father; and on the first Sabbath after his arrival,—his brother Eleazar
from Northampton being at Dorchester, the two brothers occupied their
father's pulpit. Applications for his services were made almost immediately from various places. During the first winter, he preached half of the
time for his aged father at Dorchester, and the other half at the North
church in Boston, where he was afterwards called and settled. His installation, however, did not take place until May 27, 1664, on which occasion
his father gave him the charge.
He was married, March 6, 1662, to Maria, daughter of the Rev. John
Cotton of Boston, by whom he had ten children,—three sons and seven
daughters. His first son. Cotton, was one of the most distinguished men of
his day. His second son, Natha7iiel, was graduated at Harvard College in
1685, and died in 1688, at the age of nineteen, greatly distinguished for
his attainments in learning and piety. When he was only sixteen, he had
carefully read through the Old and New Testaments, in the original languages, and was able to converse familiarly in Latin. He was distinguished also for his attainments in mathematics, philosophy, history, theology
and rabbinical learning. His third son, Samuel, was graduated at Harvard
College in 1690, went to England and became a useful minister of the Gospel at Witney iu Oxfordshire, and was the author of several valuable theological treatises. One of Dr. Mather's daughters was married to the Rev.
Nehemiah Walter of Roxbury, and another to the Rev. John White* of
Gloucester.
When Mr.. Mather returned to New England, he found the churches not
a little agitated by a controversy on the question,—" Who are the legiti• JOHN WHITE was a native of Brookline; was ordained at Gloucester, Mass., April 21, 1703;
and died January 16, 1760, aged eighty-three. He published " N e w England's Lamentations
under these three heads—the decay of the power of Godliness; the danger of Arminian prinoi
pies; the declining state of our church orders, &a." 1734.
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mate subjects of baptism?" The Synod convened at Boston in 1662, put
forth the doctrine that the children of those who had been baptized in infancy, and were not scandalous in their lives, but gave a public assent to the
doctrines of the Gospel, might be baptized, while yet the parents did not
partake of the Lord's Supper. Mr. Mather, for a while, opposed the result
of the Synod, though his father was strongly on the other side ; but he
himself ultimately became convinced by the arguments of Mr. Mitchell of
Cambridge, who had been appointed to defend the Synodical propositions.
He publicly avowed his change of opinion with the most manly and Christian
frankness.
In 1679, in consequence of the succession of calamities under which the
Colony had been struggling, in connection with the great need that was felt
of a public reformation, a Synod was summoned to meet in Boston, consisting of all the churches in the Colony. Mr. Mather had much to do in
bringing the government to adopt this measure, as well as in giving direction to the deliberations of the Synod after it had convened. The object of
the meeting was to "consider what the evils were that had provoked God
to bring his judgments on New England, and what was to be done that
these evils might be reformed." The result, with a preface, was drawn up
by Mr. blather, who, on the day when it was presented to the government,
preached a sermon on " t h e danger of not being informed." In May, 1680,
the Synod had a second session at Boston; and Mr. Mather was Moderator.
The Confession of Faith was then agreed upon, and the preface to it was
written by himself.
After the death of President Oakes, which occurred July 25, 1681, Mr.
Mather was invited to take charge of the College. He presided at the next
commencement, and conferred the degrees; but, owing to the great unwillingness of his church to part with him, he declined the appointment, though
he consented to make a weekly visit to Cambridge, with a view to some general superintendence of the institution, until the Presidential chair should
be filled. He was relieved from this labour by the appointment of President Rogers in the following year ; but when, in 1684, Mr. Rogers died,
Mr. Mather was again appointed to the same office. He now accepted it, on
condition of his being allowed to preach every Sabbath in Boston, while he
would reside at Cambridge during the rest of the week. This condition
was agreed to, and his extraordinary ability and industry enabled him to
fulfil his duties in both places, greatly to the satisfaction of all concerned.
He held the office of President until 1701, when he resigned it in consequence of an Act of the General Court, requiring the President to reside at
Camljrlilge. On taking leave of the office, which he did much to the regret
of the country at large, he delivered a farewell discourse to the students of
the College, breathing an admirable spirit, and filled with pertinent counsels. An extract, at least, of this address is in print.
In 1692, he was presented by the Corporation and Overseers of the College over which he presided, with a diploma of Doctor of Divinity. This
was the first instance in which such a degree was conferred in British
Amerira: the next was seventy-nine years afterwards, in the case of the
Rev. Nathaniel Appleton of Cambridge.
From the time of the accession of (/harles I I . to the British throne,
there existed no very pleasant relations between him and the people of
Massachusetts ; and the state of things constantly grew worse, until the
VOL. I.
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latter end of the year 1683, when His Majesty presented them with tho
alternative either of making a full submission of their charter to his pleasure, or of having a quo warranto against it prosecuted. Mr. Mather was
requested to give his views of the subject in the presence of a large assembly of the freemen of Boston ; on which occasion he earnestly dissuaded
them from tamely yielding up their liberties, and argued that it was better
to leave themselves in the hands of God, not knowing what his providence
might effect for them, than thus to deliver themselves immediately into the
hands of men. There was a universal response, by acclamation, to his views ;
and the vote, being taken, was perfectly unanimous. This act of the people of
Boston exerted no small influence on the country at large. Some malicious
persons belonging to the adverse party forged a letter bearing his name,
(attempting to imitate his hand-writing,) full of impertinent as well as
treasonable expressions, and sent it to a worthy person in Amsterdam. It
was conveyed to London, and read before the King and Council; but the
evidence of its being a forgery was so palpable, that ho prosecution of Mr.
Mather on account of it was attempted. Judgment, however, was entered
against the charter of the Massachusetts Colony ; and, in 1686, (Charles
having died in the mean time,) James I I . , his successor, sent over a Governor, with a commission that enabled him, with three or four other men,
(whereof none were chosen by the people,) to make what laws, and levy
what taxes, they pleased.
Soon after this. King James published a declaration for liberty of conscience. Whatever the secret design of this may have been, it proved of
advantage to the people of New England, whose religious privileges as well
as civil rights seemed to be almost on the point of extinction. When this
declaration reached New England, a number of the ministers and their
churches, at the suggestion of Mr. Mather, made an address to the King,
expressing their thanks for the benefits which this measure of royal lenity
secured to them. It was forthwith suggested, that if some person were to be
sent to England, bearing to His Majesty the grateful acknowledgments of
the churches, it might materially subserve the interests of the Colony.
Mr. Mather was selected as a suitable person to execute that commission;
and, his church having unanimously concurred in the proposal, he consented
to go. As soon as the officers of the government were apprized of this,
they made vigorous opposition to the movement, and even endeavoured to
detain him by instituting a process against him for alleged defamation, in
his having intimated a suspicion that the famous Edward Randolph* was
the author of the forged letter. Mr. Mather having been acquitted, they
were lying in wait to arrest him again on the same charge, when he contrived to make his escape privately, and get on board the ship which was to
convey him to England. He set sail April 7,1688, on board the President,
and landed at Weymouth on the 6th of May. About the close of the same
month, he had an interview with the King at Whitehall, presented his
addresses, was graciously received, and was allowed to lay before him an
account of the then existing state of the country.
He had no less than six interviews with His Majesty in the course of six
months ; the design of which, on his part, was to make the King understand
* EDWARD RiNDOLPH was sent over in 1676, to inqiure into the state of the Colonics. He
was bitterly hostile to New England, and was the principal instrument of depriiingthe inhabitants of Massachusetts of their charter privileges. He obtained an unenviable distinction durmg
the short administration of Andros. He died in the West Indies.
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and redress the grievous oppressions under which his New England subjects
were still labouring. The King was always full of fair words and gracious
promises; but there is reason to believe that his heart was not in what he
said, and that he really intended no favour to the Colonies. His ignoble reign,
however, was of brief continuance, as, in November of this same year,
(16¥S,) the revolution commenced, which resulted in terminating it, and in
placing William and Mary on the throne.
Shortly after the revolution, he waited on the Prince of Orange, who had
declared that the restoration of charters was one object that he had in coming to EiiglLiud, and earnestly requested that the charters of New England
might be restored, as well as those of Old England. His Highness replied
that he would do the best he could in relation to it, and would give orders
to his secretary accordingly. In a few days there were circular letters
drawn up to all the plantations, and to New England among the rest, confirming all their old Governors until further order. Mr. Mather, perceiving
how disastrously this measure would operate upon his friends in New England, earnestly petitioned that the letter designed for those plantations might
be stopped ; and the Prince gave orders to that effect. He succeeded in
having a bill for the restoration of the charter introduced into Parliament;
and it actually passed the House of Commons; but, before it was reached
by the Upper House, Parliament was prorogued, and thus it was lost. As
there was no prospect that New England would find any favour with the
next Parliament, Mr. Mather now attempted to bring by a writ of error in
judgment, the case relating to the Massachusetts Colony out of Chancery
into the King's Bench; but here also he was defeated. Nothing now remained but to have recourse to royal favour in procuring a new charter. In this
he at length succeeded ; and he was entrusted with the nomination of the
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and the Board of Council, who were to be
appointed by the King. On the 29th of March, 1692, he s.ailed from
Plymouth, in company with the new Governor, Sir William. Phipps ; and
they arrived safe at Boston on the 14th of May. Soon after, the first
General Assembly of the province was convened, when the Speaker, in the
name of the House of Representatives, returned Mr. Mather thanks for his
" faithful, painful, and indefatigable endeavours to serve his country." " The
Great and General Assembly appointed also a day of solemn thanksgiving
to Almighty God through the Province, for granting a safe return to his
Excellency, the Governor, and the Rev. Increase Mather, who have industriou.^ly endeavoured the service of this people, and brought over with them
a settlement of government, in which their Majesties have graciously given
us distinguishing marks of their royal favour and goodness." During
the four years in which Mr. Mather was in England, he was in constant
intercourse with many of the most eminent men in the Kingdom, and he
left behind him a reputation which would not suffer from a comparison with
that of any of his contemporaries.
The year in which he returned (1IJ92) was memorable for the witchcraft
delusion. Though he was a believer in witchcraft,, he strongly opposed the
horrible proceedings of tliat period ; and it is said that a book that he published, entitled—"Cases of conscience concerning witchcraft," had much to
do in arresting' the delusion. It has been sujiposed that if he had been in the
country when the mania first appearci], he would at least have prevented
some of its more terrific manifestations.
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After his return from England, he continued in the faithful discharge of
his duties as President of the College, until 1701, and as pastor of the
North church, until the time o f ^ i s death. His son. Cotton Mather,
was settled as his colleague in 1684^—the year when he assumed the Presidency of the College ; so that the church was not without a stated pastor
during his residence in England-, or without a pastor in the midst of them,
while he resided at Cambridge; and this official connection with his son must
have been a source of much comfort to him, especially under the infirmities of
age. His intellect did not perceptibly decline until he was past eighty.
On the day that he attained to fourscore, he preached a highly interesting
and appropriate sermon from Ezekiel, x v i . 5.—"The day when thou wast
born ;"—which was taken down by some one of his hearers, and afterwards
published. On the 25th of September, 1722, he concluded the exercises of
a Fast day, kept by his church, with a prayer of remarkable pathos and
power. Within two days after, he had a slight apoplectic affection, from
which he was soon relieved, though it left him so feeble that he never afterwards went abroad. From this time, he suffered under a complication of
diseases, and his mind sometimes so far sympathized with his body, as to
lose temporarily its accustomed serenity ; but in general he exhibited a
most humble, confiding and tranquil spirit. I t was not the bodily suffering
he endured so much as the idea of being laid aside from his public labours,
that seemed to be his greatest burden. At length death came to his release;
and he breathed out his life in the arms of his eldest son, on the 23d of
August, 1723, aged eighty-four years. His funeral is said to have been
more numerously and honourably attended, than any funeral in the Province
had ever been. He was the last of more than twenty-two hundred ministers who were ejected and silenced on the restoration of Charles II., and on
the Act of Uniformity.
The following is a list of Dr. Mather's publications:—The Mystery of
Israel's Salvation, 1669. The Life and Death of Mr. Richard Mather,
1670. Wo to drunkards, 1673. The day of trouble near, 1674. Important truths about Conversion, 1674. The first principles of New England, 1675. A Discourse concerning Baptism, and the Consociation of
churches, 1675. The wicked man's portion, 1675. The times of men
in the hands of God, 1675. The History of the war with the Indians,
&c., 1676. A Relation of troubles of New England from the Indians,
from the beginning, 1677 A Historical Discourse on the prevalency of
Prayer, 1677. Renewal of covenant, the duty of decaying and distressed churches, 1677. Pray for the rising generation, 1678. A Call to
the rising generation, 1679. The Divine right of infant baptism, 1680.
The great concernment of a covenant people, 1680. Heaven's alarm to the
world, 1680. Diatriha de signo Filii Hominis, 1682. Practical truths,
1682. The Church a subject of persecution, 1682. Cometographia, or a
Discourse concerning Comets, 1683. Remarkable providences, 1684. The
Doctrine of Divine providence, 1684. An Arrow against profane and promiscuous dances, 1685. The Mystery of Christ, 1686. The greatest of
sinners exhorted, 1686. A Sermon on the execution of a poor man for
murder, 1686. A Testimony against superstitions, 1687. De successu
Evangelii apud Indos; Epistola, 1688. The unlawfulness of using common prayer, and of swearing on the Book, 1689. Several papers relating
to the state of New England, 1690. A Relation of the state of New
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England, 1690. The Revolution justified, 1690. The blessing of primitive
counsellors, 1693. Cases of conscience concerning witchcraft, 1693.
An Essay on the power of a pastor for the administration of sacraments,
1693. On the case whether a man may marry his wife's own sister,
1695. Solemn advice to young men, 1695. Angelographia:
A Treatise
of Angels, 1696. A Discourse on man's not knowing his time, 1697
The case of conscience concerning the eating of blood, 1697. David
serving his generation—a Funeral Sermon for the Rev. John Bailey, 1698.
The surest way to the highest honour, 1699. A Discourse on hardness of heart, 1699. The folly of sinning, 1699. The order of the
Gospel vindicated, 1700. The blessed hope, 1701. Remarks on a Sermon of George Keith, 1702. Ichabod, or the glory departing, 1702.
The Excellency of a public spirit, 1702. The Christian religion the only
true religion, 1702. The duty of parents to pray for their children,
1703. Soul saving Gospel truths, 1703. The Voice of God in stormy
winds, 1704. Practical truths to promote holiness, 1704. Meditations
on the Glory of Christ, 1705. A Discourse concerning earthquakes, 1706.
A Testimony against sacrilege, 1706. A Dissertation concerning a right to
the sacraments, 1706. Meditations on death, 1707. A Disquisition concerning the state of souls departed, 1707. A Dissertation concerning the
future conversion of the Jews, confuting D. Lightfoot and Mr. Baxter,
1709. A Discourse concerning faith and prayer for the Kingdom of
Christ, 1710. A Sermon on " B e very courageous," at the Artillery Election,
1710. Awakening truths tending to conversion, 1710. Meditations on
the glory of the Heavenly world, 1711. A Discourse concerning the
death of the righteous, 1711. The Duty of the children of godly
parents, 1711. Burnings bewailed, 1712. Remarks upon an answer to
a book against the Common Prayer, 1712. Meditations on sanctification
of the Lord's Day, 1712. A Plain Discourse, showing who shall and who
shall not enter into Heaven, 1713. The Believer's gain by death: A
Funeral Sermon for a daughter-in-law, 1713. Resignation to the will of
God; On the death of his consort, 1714. Jesus Christ a Mighty Saviour,
and other subjects, 1715. A Disquisition concerning Ecclesiastical Councils, 1716. There is a God in Heaven, 1716. The duty and dignity of
aged servants of God, 1716. The Duty of Praying for ministers, 1718.
A Sermon at the ordination of his grandson, 1718. Sermons on the Beatitudes, 1718. Practical Truths plainly delivered, with an Ordination Sermon, 1718. Five Sermons on several subjects: one of them on the Author's
birthday, 1719. Seasonable testimony to the order of the Churches, 1720.
Advice to children of godly ancestors: A Sermon concluding the Boston
Lectures on Early Piety, 1721. Several small sheets on inoculation for
the Small Pox, 1721. A dying Pastor's Legacy, 1722. Elijah's mantle,
1722. Besides the above. Dr. Mather published several prefaces to books,
various fugitive pieces, &c. &c.
The following tribute to the character of Dr. Mather is from a sermon
addressed by the Rev. Dr. Colman to the bereaved flock, on the Sabbath
succeeding the funeral:—
' ' H e was the patriarch and prophet among us, if any could be so called: a holy
man, and a man of God, holding fast the faithful word, and holding forth the word of
life. He had read and searched as far into the prophecies of Scripture as most
Divines, and had formed, it may be, as many just and clear conceptions of, and conclusions from, those abstruse and mysterious revelations of God, as most have done
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before him. The prophets of old were sober, grave, wise, virtuous, thoughtful, solid
and judicious men, as well as devout and gracious; delighting in retirement, study,
contemplation, and secret communion with Heaven. In these respects truly the signs
of a prophet of God were upon him. He had also the courage, zeal and boldness of a
prophet in what he judged and esteemed to be the cause of God, his truth, liis worship and his lioliness.
" He was sanctified from his youth, an early convert from his fourteenth year; and
lie was early called to minister before the Lord for the conversion of others. He
walked with God and served Him in the work of the ministry to the eighty-fifth year
of his age. Seventy years he lived to God, and more than sixty of those seventy ho
was a laborious preacher of Christ.
" A most excellent preacher he was, using great plainness of speecli, with much
light and heat, force and power; for he taught as one having authority, commanding
reverence nom all that heard him; whilst he spake, (as becomes the oracles of God,)
with the most awful reverence himself.
" He was very happy in his method, which was always distinct and perspicuous, and
laid the doctrines of godliness in the clearest light, to the easiest perception of the
weakest capacity. At the same time, there was a vein of learning and argument
running througli these laboured and plain discourses, which was a sufficient entertainment for the strongest and most curious (but serious) mind.
" H e loved his study to a kind of excess; and in a manner lived in it from his
youth to a great old age; where he gave himself to reading and doctrine; for he
especially studied his Bible, and was mighty in the Scriptures; with which he began
and ended; while, for sixty years together, he made himself master of all the learning of past ages, or that was passing in his own times, that was needful to furnish out
an accomplished Divine.
" As the sacred study was his element, so his excellency was in the pulpit; and God
gave his ministrations an abundant success as well as acceptance. I trust there are
many living instances and witnesses of what I now say here present, and there are
many more elsewhere and already in Heaven who have been converted to God by his
ministry. It was a soul-searching ministry; and it is sad for such as have sat under
it and have not found the saving good of it. I might use here Dr. Bates' words in
his funeral sermon on Mr. Baxter, and say to you of your deceased pastor, ' that he
was animated with the Holy Spirit, and breathed celestial fire to inspire heat and life
into dead sinners.'
" Again, let me put you in mind of the awful and reverend manner, wherein he led
you in the public addresses to God. His face as well as words were enough to teach
and constrain devotion,—could example or the power of words do it.
*
*
*
•' But the first and last subject and object of all his sermons and prayers, among
you, was Jesus Christ and Him crucified. This only he desired to know among you.
With this he began, and with this he ended his ministry. He preached Him in his
person, offices, benefits. He loved to preach his righteousness and his glory in the
great congregation: he refrained not his lips, O Lord, thou knowest. He saw much
of his glory, and spake often of it with great pleasure and delight. lie preached
faith in Hiin, union to Him and salvation by Him. Christ was in him the hope of
glory
*
*
*
*
•
«
»
*
*
•
" But wliat is much more than barely to preach Christ Jesus the Lord, your e.xcellent pastor lived here in the flesh by the faith in Him, in a holy conformity to his
blessed life and law. • * * you are witnesses and God also, how holily he has
gone before you, walking with God till God took him; being an example to the flock
ill all holy conversation and godliness.
»
*
»
»
»
«
»
*
" 1 will not speak of the various and more extensive services unto which it pleased
God to call his servtint in his agency at London, and in his Presidency over the College. These were things beside the ministry of the Lord Jesus which he found grace
so well to fidtil; and though they rendered him more the father of his country, and a
father to the standing ministry in our churches, yet they are not so much his praise
in our religious and worshipping assemblies. It is the Christian and the Minister, the
Scholar and the Doctor, that we here regard."

The following is President Quiney's estimate of the importance of Dr.
Mather's services in connection with the College and the civil affairs of the
Colony:—
" That Dr. Mather was well qualified for the office of President, and had conducted
himself in it faithfully and laboriously, is attested by the history of the College, the
language of the Legislature, and the acknowledgment of his contemporaries. His
conduct in this great crisis of bis country, (when the new charter was obtained,)
entitles him to unqualified approbation. It is scarcely possible for a public agent to
be placed in eiioumstanees more tryina: and critical, nor could any one have exhibited
more sagacity and devotedness to the "true interests of his-constituents. By his wis-
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dom and firmness in acceding to the new charter, and thus assuming a responsibility
of the weightiest kind, in opposition to his colleagues in the agency, he saved his
country apparently from a rebellion, or a revolution, or having a constitution imposed
by the will of the trans-atlantic Sovereign, and possibly at the point of the bayonet."

ELEAZAR MATHER.*
1658—1669.
ELEAZAR M A T H E R was the son of the Rev. Richard Mather, and was

born at Dorchester, the place of his father's residence. May 13, 1637. He
was graduated at Harvard College in 1656. His mind having early taken
a serious direction, he devoted himself to the Christian ministry, and commenced preaching with favourable prospects. The people of Northampton,
Mass., on the 7th of June, 1658, resolved unanimously to " d e s i r e " him
"to be a minister to them in a way of trial, in dispensing his gifts." He
accepted their invitation ; and when a church was gathered, on the 18th of
June, 1661, he was constituted its pastor; so that he must have preached
there about three years previous to his ordination.
The next year after his settlement, there was a unanimous desire expressed by the people to settle Mr. Joseph Eliot (son of the Rev. John Eliot of
Roxbury, and afterwards settled at Guilford, Connecticut,) among them as
a teacher; the offices of pastor and teacher, agreeably to the Cambridge
platform, being reckoned distinct from each other. Mr. Mather was himself favourable to this measure ; and it appears that Mr. Eliot actually
assisted him in the ministry for a year or two, but was never formally
set apart as a public teacher in the town.
Mr. Mather died on the 24th of July, 1669, at the age of thirty-two,
after having served the people of Northampton, as a minister, eleven years.
His father, who had died but a few weeks before him, having given it as
his dying counsel to his brother Increase, that he should pay particular
attention to the spiritual interests of the rising generation, he also availed
himself of the hint, and preached several sermons just before his own
death, on I. Kings v i i i . 57, which were designed to carry out his father's
suggestion. The substance of these sermons was published in 1671, under
the title of "Serious exhortations to the present and succeeding generations
in New I'^ngland, earnestly calling upon them all to endeavour that the
Lord's gracious presence may be continued with posterity ; being the substance uf the four last sermons preached at Northampton, by the Rev.
Eleazar [Mather."
Cotton blather, who was a nephew of Eleazar, and who was a mere child
at the time of his uncle's death, has left the following account of him :—
" H e r e " (Northampton,) " h e laboured for eleven years in the vineyard of our
Lord, and then the twelve hours of his day's labour did expire; not without the
deepest lanumtaticnis of all the churches as well as his own; then sitting along the
river of Connecticut. As he was a very zealous pi'caelicr, and accordingly saw many
seals of his ministry, so lie was a very pious walker; and as he drew towards the end
of his days, he grew so remarkably ripe for Heaven, in a holy, watchful, fruitful disposition, that many observing persons did ju'ognostieate his being not far from his
end. He kept a diary of his experiences, \vlicrciii the last words that ever he wrote
were these:—
• Mather's Mag., III.—Solomon Williams' Historical Sermon.—History of the Mather family.
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" ' This evening, if my heart deceives me not, I had some sweet workings of soul
after God in Christ, according to the terms of the covenant of grace. The general
and indefinite expression of the promise was an encouragement unto me to look unto
Christ that He would do that for me which He has promised to do for some, nor dare
I exclude myself; but if the Jjord will help me, I desire to lie at his feet and accept
of grace, in his own way and in his own time, through his power enabling of me.
Though I am dead, without strength, help or hope in myself, yet the Lord requireth nothing at my hands in my own strength, but that by his power I should look to
Him, to work all his works in me and for me. When I find a dead heart, the
thoughts of this are exceeding sweet and reviving, being full of grace, and discovering
the verj' heart and love of Jesus.' "

Mr. Mather married the daughter of the Rev. John Warham of Windsor.
He left one daughter, who was the first wife of the Rev. John Williams of
Deerfield, and was killed by the Indians, when that town was destroyed in
the year 1704.

JOSHUA MOODY.
1658—1697.
FROM THE REV A. P . PEABODY, D. D.
PORTSMOUTH, N . H . , June 10,1850.

My Dear Sir: I am happy, in accordance with your request, to give yon
such memorials as I can collect of the Rev. J O S H U A MOODY, the first settled minister of Portsmouth.
The contrast between the adjacent Colonies of New Hampshire and
Massachusetts Bay, as to matters of religion, was very strongly marked.
Boston and Portsmouth were settled at nearly the same time. The First
church in Boston is coeval with its settlement. About half a century
elapsed before the formation of a church of nine members in Portsmouth.
This state of things was indeed to be ascribed in part to a cause which
reflects no discredit on the fathers of New Hampshi.re. They were most of
them Episcopalians by profession, and of course were not inclined to recognise as regular ministrations such clerical services as persecution in the old
world rendered so easy of attainment in the new; while Episcopal clergymen
had no temptation to migrate to a region where their adherents must everywhere be few, and everywhere, except in Portsmouth, the objects of odium, if
not of active persecution. But from the silence of our records as to any
strenuous effort to procure a minister, and from the fact that a small chapel,
built before or during the year 1640, had been suffered to become unfit for
use as early as 1657, we may infer what we have only too many collateral
reasons for believing, that neither among the proprietors and merchant
adventurers, nor among their servants and retainers, was there any deep
sense of religious obligation or earnest craving for Christian ordinances.
Joshua Moody, a scion of the true Puritan stock, was born in Wales in
1633. In 1635, his father became one of the first settlers of Newbury,
Massachusetts; where Joshua received the rudiments of his education, which
he subsequently pursued at Cambridge, and was graduated at Harvard Cob
lege in 1053. He was a member of the Cambridge church. Whether he
preached before 1658, I cannot ascertain ; but, in that year, he became the
first stated minister of the Gospel in Portsmouth, and continued to officiate
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regularly until 1671, when a church was organized, and he was ordained
pastor, he himself preaching the sermon from Ezekiel XLViii. 35. As a
man of eminent sanctity, severely rigid in his adherence to the Gospel
standard of duty, strict in administering the discipline of the church, and
faithful in rebuking sin in high places, he soon attracted the malign regards
of Cranfield, the Governor,—a man of violent passions and corrupt character. In 1684, a member of Mr. Moody's church perjured himself in connection with some breach of the revenue laws, and succeeded in arresting
legal proceedings by a private settlement with Cranfield. Mr. Moody,
regarding this settlement as void in the court of conscience, laid the matter
before the church, and brought the offender to a public confession. This
so enraged Cranfield that he determined on the ruin of the faithful minister. He accordingly commanded him, on a certain Sunday, to administer
the Lord's Supper, according to the rites of the Church of England, to himself and to two of his friends; and on his non-compliance, caused him to
bo arraigned under the Statute of Uniformity, which never had any legal
force in the Colonies, and procured his condemnation to six months' imprisonment. After thirteen weeks of the sentence had expired, Mr. Moody
was released with an injunction to preach no more in the Province. He
removed to Boston, where he was welcomed by the First church, chosen
their assistant minister, and held in the highest esteem and reverence, as
truly a man of God and an eminent servant of Christ. During this period
he became a Fellow of the College, and was solicited to accept the Presidency. In the course of the following year, Cranfield was removed from
office in disgrace; and Mr. Moody resumed his active interest in the people
of his charge, making them frequent visits, aiding them by his counsel, and
observing, by special exercises of devotion in their behalf, all their stated
seasons of fasting and prayer. Negotiations were soon commenced with
reference to his return to Portsmouth. Why they were protracted through
several years cannot now be ascertained ; but, as he was a man who never
spared sacrifice in the cause of Christ, there were undoubtedly the remains
of old feuds or other circumstances in the condition of the people, which,
in his judgment, rendered his return a measure of doubtful utility. I n
1698, he yielded to repeated solicitations, and again became pastor of the
flock left so long without a shepherd. In 1697, having contracted an
alarming illness from his intense application to study and parochial duty,
he went to Boston for medical advice, and there died, retaining to the last
moment the possession of his mental powers, strong in faith, rejoicing in
the full assurance of his hope in Christ, and with almost his last accents
expressing his earnest desire for the revival of the " dying power of godliness" in the churches of New England. Cotton Mather preached his
funeral sermon, which abounds in terms of the highest eulogy, and commemorates him as second in piety, devotedness, acceptance and usefulness,
to none of the clergy of his generation.
Mr. Moody was in labours more abundant. His four thousand and seventieth sermon closes a manuscript volume of his discourses, preserved in the
library of the Massachusetts Historical Society. He was regarded as a
pattern of parochial fidelity; nor is there any surviving memento of the
slightest mark of alienation or disesteem among the actual members of his
church in Portsmouth, or among those to whom he ministered in Boston.
He seems to have given himself wholly to his work, and to have had no
VOL. I.
21

162

TRINITARIAN CONGREGATIONAL.

other aim than the conversion of sinners and the edification of God's heritage. Equally firm and prudent, loyal to his Master and meek and gentle
towards all men, uncompromising in duty and conciliatory where conscience
suffered him J,o yield, he was admirably fitted to occupy a frontier post in
our Zion.
Mr. Moody must have been enlightened in some respects beyond the
measure of his times. He was from the first opposed to the prosecutions
for witchcraft, and regarded that sad delusion in the same light in which we
now view it. While he was in Boston, Philip English, an eminent merchant
of Salem, and his wife, were imprisoned there on the charge of witchcraft,
on account of the crowded condition of the Salem jail. They were suffered
on bail to go at large by day, on condition of their lodging in the jail. Mr.
Moody took an early opportunity to call upon them, and to invite them to
hear him preach the next day. His text was,—"When they shall persecute you in one city, flee to another." After service, he re-visited the
prisoners to make a personal application of the sermon, and expressed his
determination to rescue and remove Mrs. English, in case her husband
refused to avail himself of the means of escape. With much effort, he succeeded in parrying the husband's conscientious scruples, and made arrangements and provided money for the removal of the intended victims to New
York, where they remained till "those who sought their blood" were
convinced of their error, and ready to thank him for having saved them from
adding sin to sin.
The success of Mr. Moody's ministry in Portsmouth must be regarded
as signal and surprising, in view of its long interruption, and of the many
obstacles which it encountered. His admissions to the church were one
hundred and sixty. He left the church united and prosperous. Early in
the eighteenth century, it was divided, in consequence of a dispute as to
the location of a new place of -n'orship. Both churches claimed identity
with the original church. That of which I am pastor remained at the old
meeting-house. That of which the Rev. Mr. Clark is pastor, retained the
records and the minister. It has always been and still is second to no
church in New Hampshire as to the number of its communicants, the evidences of Christian spirit and character, and the generosity of its benefactions for missionary and other Christian enterprises.
The published works of Mr. Moody were. The Artillery Election Sermon
from I. Corinthians i x . 26, 1674; A Practical Discourse concerning the
choice benefit of communion with God in his house, witnessed unto by the
experience of saints as the best improvement of time, being the sum of
several sermons on Psalm L X X X I V . 10, preached at Boston on Lecture
days : printed in Boston in 1685, republished in 1746 ; A Sermon on the
Sin of Formality in God's worship, or the Formal Worshipper proved a
liar and deceiver, preached on the weekly Lecture in Boston from Hosea H.
12 ; The General Election Sermon, in Boston, 1692.
I regret that I can collect from tradition none of those characteristic
anecdotes which might give greater vivacity and interest to a sketch of thi9
excellent man. But the church records and printed narratives are the only
sources of information which I can discover on the most diligent inquiry.
None of his descendants remain among us, and the ancient Portsmouth
families yet surviving, though they have alniost all of them at subsequent
periods furnished valuable members for the church and congregation that
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was his, most or all of them were attached to the Episcopal form of worship, and therefore took no active part in religious affairs, during his
ministry.
Trusting that these scanty gleanings may not prove wholly valueless, for
the purpose for which they are proffered, I am, my dear Sir,
Sincerely and affectionately yours,
A. P. PEABODY.

JAMES ALLEN.*
1662—1710.
JAMES A L L E N was born in England in the year 1632. He was educated
at New College, Oxford, where also he was a Fellow. He entered the
ministry in his native country, but was ejected by the Act of Uniformity
in lGo2. He arrived in New England in August of the same year, still a
young man, and of such popular talents and winning address as to attract
no inconsiderable attention. He immediately became a member of the
First church, Boston; and when Mr. Davenport was called to that church
from New Haven, Mr. Allen was associated with him in the pastoral charge.
The two were installed together on the 9th of December, 1688. After the
death of Mr. Davenport, he had successively for his colleagues, John Oxenbridge, Joshua Moody, John Baily, Benjamin Wadsworth and Thomas

Brl,rge.t
In 1669, the conduct of Mr. Allen and Mr. Davenport was seriously
called in question, in regard to the removal of the latter to Boston. They
were charged with suppressing parts of the letters from the church iu New
Haven to the church in Boston, and of having accomplished, by this means,
a gross deception; but they maintained, in their defence, that the letters
or parts of letters which they kept back, did not represent the case differently from what they had themselves represented it. Seventeen ministers
joined in publishing a condemnatory testimony concerning them, and from
the measures which were now adopted there grew up a controversy which
agitated the whole Colony.
Mr. .\.llen's ministry in connection with the First church continued during a period of forty years. He died on the 22d of September, 1710, at
the age of seventy-eight.
If' published Healthful Diet,—A Sermon ; New England's choicest
blessings,—An Election Sermon, 1679 ; Serious advice to delivered ones;
.'Plan's self-reflection, a means to further his recovery from apostacy from
God ; and Two Practical Discourses.
' Hutohinson's Hist. Mass., I.—Mass. Hist. Coll., IX.—Emerson s Hist, of the First
Chureh, Boston.
t TuuMAs KniDGE was lorn at Hackney, Fnglniid. and wns graduated at Ilnrvard College in
l*"'!.!. After visiting Europe asii iiicrcbant, IK; hicinno a minister, lie fir.st preachednt Jiiinaicathen at New Providence and UtriMida, and nt West JCIK v lie vas <ii( uii td ci.c of tli- pastors
of the first church in Lofton, May IH, 1705. He died ."iiddcnlj of a]iO|ilc.\v, f (],i( n bcr 26,
1715, a_'cd fifty-eight. lie pulilisliod an Artillery Klcction (-cnnon, 1716; A i-'cin.oii on tho
choice of Uiwn officers, 1709; A ^erimm iit the Boston Lcoture, I7l i-12; A Sermon on Eaith,
17l3. lie was distinguished for hit- inti grity, piety, diligence, modesty iind moderation.
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Dr. Eliot, in his Biographical Dictionary, writes thus concerning him:—
" He lived in the style of a gentleman, built a stone house which is now (1809,)
occupied by his great grandson, the Sheriff of Suffolk, and which is probably the
oldest house in the town. It is said that he had a farm of forty acres in Boston. He
had certainly a very handsome estate, and was kind and hospitable. He was very
strongly attached to the order of the churches as defended by Dr. Increase Mather,
his particular friend, and opposed those attempts to introduce innovations which were
made in more than one instance during his ministry."
The following is from the History of the First church, Boston, by the
Rev. William Emerson:—
" H e " (Mr. Allen,) "was not violently but steadily the friend of ecclesiastical
liberty, and resolutely acted on the following opinion:—' When the governors of the
Chureh impose as conditions of my communion, things that are either unlawful in
themselves, or that, after due examination, I verily believe are unlawful, I am bound
in obedience to the authority of Christ, rather to desert that communion than comply
with the terms and conditions of it.' This opinion does not seem to have been adopted
hastily, nor to have been variable in its influence. He was equally moderate and
lenient in his concessions to others, on the score of individual freedom, as he was strenuous for the enjoyment of his own rights. He was willing to render to Caesar all
proper tribute; but he was unwilling that Caesar, in the capacity of civil magistrate,
should interfere in holy things."
Mr. Allen's sons were James, John and Jeremiah, bom in 1670,1672,
1673. James was graduated at Harvard College in 1689, and was a Fellow of the College ; and Jeremiah was chosen Treasurer of the Province in
1715. Many of his descendants have been persons of much respectability
and influence.

SAMUEL WILLARD*
1663—1707
FROM PROFESSOR JOSIAH WILLARD GIBBS.
YALE COHEGB, April 15,1854.
My Dear Sir: Agreeably to your request, I send to you a short account
of my venerable ancestor, the Rev. Samuel Willard of Boston. In preparing
it, I have been greatly indebted to those who have gone over this ground
before me ; particularly to Joseph Willard, Esq., of Boston, also a descendant of this distinguished Divine.
Yours, with sincere respect,
JOSIAH W GIBBS.
The ancestry of SAMUEL W I L L A R D has not been traced beyond his
grandfather, Richard Willard of Kent county, England.
Major Simon Willard, son of Richard Willard, came over from Kent to this
country in 1634. He resided first at Cambridge, Massachusetts, but settled
in Concord in 1635, being, according to Johnson, " a chief instrument in
erecting this town." He removed to Lancaster as early as 1660, was at
Groton in 1672, and on the breaking up of that town by the Indian wars
in 1676, went to Salem. He died at Charlestown in April, 1676, where he
was then holding a Court.

• Panoplist, III.—Eliot's Biog. Diet—AUen's do.—Wisner's History of the Old South church,
Boston.—Am. Quart. Keg., XII.
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He was town clerk of Concord from 1635 to 1658. He represented that
town in the Legislature fifteen years out of the nineteen,—from 1636 to
1654. He was Assistant and Counsellor from 1654 to 1676.
He was early a military ofiicer, and was a commander in Ninigrett's and
Philip's wars. He was instrumental particularly in the preservation of Lancaster.
Rev. Ebenezer Pemberton calls him " a sage patriot in Israel, whose wisdom assigned him a seat at the Council Board, and his military skill and
martial spirit entitled him to the chief place in the field."
A letter from Major Simon Willard to the Commissioners of the United
Colonies in 1654 is found in Hutchinson's Collection of Original
Papers:
Boston, 1769.
He married first, Mary Sharpe; second, Elizabeth Dunster, sister of the
Rev. Henry Dunster, first President of Harvard College ; third, Mary Dunster, cousin of President Dunster. He had nine sons and eight daughters
whose names are differently arranged in different lists. I t does not appear
from which of these marriages Samuel Willard was descended.
He was born at Concord, January 31, 1639-40, and was graduated at
Harvard College in 1659. He devoted'himself to the Gospel ministry.
He was ordained minister at Groton, about thirty miles Northwest from Boston, in 1663, and continued there till the breaking up of that town by the
Indians in 1676. This was then comparatively an obscure situation.
He was installed April 10, 1678, N. S., as colleague with the Rev.
Thomas Thacher, the first minister of the Old South church in Boston,
and continued in connection with that <3hurch till his death.
At the time of the wonderful and mysterious excitement on the subject
of witchcraft in 1692, he was in the midst of his usefulness ; and it ought
to be remembered to his praise that he manfully resisted this unhappy delusion to his own hazard and discomfort.
He published some tracts in controversy with George Keith, the Quaker ;
but the nature of the discussion I have not seen developed.
In 1701, on the resignation of Dr. Increase Mather, he was called to preside over Harvard College as Vice-President; but without relinquishing
his pastoral charge in Boston. His labours and usefulness in connection
with Harvard College are fully exhibited in the several histories of that
institution by Librarian B. Peirce in 1833, Secretary A. Bradford in 1837,
and President J . Quincy in 1840.
From the high of&ces which he held and the frequent mention of his
name in the documentary history of Massachusetts, it is evident that he
was an important person both in Church and State.
He died September 12, 1707, in the sixty-eighth year of his age^
HLs death was a severe blow to his church and to the College, and regarded
as "an awful rebuke to the whole land."
His contemporaries represent him as a man of great capacity, of nice discrimination, and of extensive erudition. He was grave and dignified in his
deportment, faithful as a pastor, and being a proficient himself in the school
of Christ, useful in training students for the ministry.
That he was diligent and laborious is shown by the number of his publications. His common sermons were fit to be preached before assembled
clergymen.
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His style is clear and logical—perhaps a little formal, yet not deficient in
imagination. He was not afraid of technical terms either of philology or
philosophy.
His great work,—The Body of Divinity, consists of monthly Lectures on
the Assembly's Shorter CJatechism. These lectures were commenced, January 31, 1687-8, and continued more.than nineteen years,—till April 1,
1707,—within a few months of the preacher's death. It was nineteen years
more before they saw the light,—being publLshed in 1726. I t was the first
folio on theology published in this country, and the largest which had been
published here on any subject, being a very expensive undertaking for the
then " Western churches" in America.
As Mr. Willard was universally respected while he lived, and the publication of his lectures was earnestly called for after his death, and no suggestion had ever been made that he differed in sentiment from his brethren,
we may fairly assume that he substantially represents the theology of New
England in his day ; that is, in the first and second generations after the
original settlers. It may not be uninteresting to exhibit his views on points
which have since attracted notice in the ecclesiastical history of oui>country.
Two hundred pages out of nine hundred and fourteen are devoted to the
Moral Law,—about the same proportion as in President Dwight's System of
Theology. He holds to the universal obligation of the Sabbath, which he
commences on Saturday evening ; and to the strict doctrine concerning
divorce, and has an extended argument on the lawfulness of taking interest
for the loan of money.
He holds to extended types,—as that of Israel and Egypt; and allegories,
—as that of Abraham's two wives, which he regards as rhetorical figures and
consistent with the unity of sense in the Scriptures.
" According to Mr. Willard's statement of the Trinity, there is one essence
or substance, and three distinct subsistences in the Godhead. These subsistences which are eternal, are relative properties, and not merely relations.
The unity of essence makes the Godhead one; the three subsistences make
the three persons. The Father's manner of subsisting consists in His begetting the Son. The Son's manner of subsisting, consists in His being begotten of the Father. The Holy Ghost's manner of subsisting consists in His
proceeding both from the Father and from the Son."
He represents inability as a moral impotency ; reprobation as a negative
predestinatio7i.
His views of predestination are prelapsarian, as opposed
to sublapsarian.
This work is said to excel in nice discrimination. On some points, as on
the influence of truth in regenerating the heart, it may still be consulted
with great advantage.
His first wife was Abigail, daughter of Rev. John Sherman of Watertown, by whom he had six children. From one of these was descended
Rev. Joseph Willard, President of Harvard College.
His second wife was Eunice Tyng, daughter of Edward Tyng, Esq., of
Dunstable, and sister of Gov. Joseph Dudley's wife. There are now no
descendants of this marriage by the name of Willard, but some by the name
of Gibbs.
A funeral sermon was delivered on occasion of his death by his colleague,
the Rev. Ebenezer Pemberton of Boston, which was published. Copious
extracts from this sermon are prefixed to the Body of Divinity.
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The following is a catalogue of the published writings of Mr. Willard :
—Useful instructions for a professing people in times of great security and
degeneracy: in three sermons, 1673. The heart garrisoned : An Artillery
Election Sermon, 1676. A Funeral Sermon upon Gov. Leverett, 1679.
The duty of a people that have renewed their covenant: A Sermon, 1680.
Animadversions upon the New England Anabaptists' fallacious narrative,
1681. The righteous man's death, a presage of evil: a Funeral Sermon
upon Major Thomas Savage, 1681. The only way to prevent threatened
calamity: An Election Sermon, 1682. The plots against God's people
detected and defeated, 1682. The fiery trial, no strange thing : A Sermon,
16S2. Covenant keeping the way to blessedness : in several sermons. To
which Is added, A Sermon upon the necessity of sincerity in renewing
covenant, 1682. The high esteem which God hath of the death of his
saints: A Funeral Sermon upon John Hull, Esq., 1683. The child's portion,
in several sermons, 1684. Mercy magnified on a penitent prodigal: in several sermons, 1684. A brief Discourse of justification, 1686. Heavenly
merchandize : in several sermons. A brief Discourse concerning the ceremony of laying the hand on the Bible in swearing, 1689. The barren fig
tree's doom: in several sermons, 1691. The mourner's cordial against
excessive sorrow: in several sermons. The danger of taking God's name
in vain: A Sermon, 1691. Promise-keeping a great duty : A Sermon,
1691. The sinfulness of worshipping God with men's in.^titutions: A Sermon, 1691. Some miscellany observations concerning witchcraft, in a
dialogue between S. and B., 1692. The Covenant of Redemption, 1693.
Rules for discerning the times : A Sermon, 1693. The law established by
the Gospel: A Sermon, 1694. Reformation, the great duty of an afl[licted
people: A Sermon, 1694. The character of a good ruler: An Election
Sermon, 1694. Impenitent sinners warned and summoned to judgment:
in two sermons, 1698. The man of war : An Artillery Election Sermon,
1699. Spiritual desertions discovered and remedied: in several sermons.
The blessed man : in several sermons, 1700. The peril of the times displayed: A Sermon, 1700. The fountain opened, and the national calling
of the Jews : in several sermons. To which is added. Evangelical perfection : A Sermon, 1700. Love's pedigree : A Sermon, 1700. Morality not
to be relied on for life : A Sermon, 1700. A remedy against despair : in
two sermons. Walking with God : in two sermons. The fear of an oath :
A Sermon. The best privilege : A Sermon. The checkered state of the
Gospel church: A Sermon, 1700. Prognostics of impending calamities:
A Funeral Sermon upon Lieut. Governor Stoughton, 1701. The Christian's
exerci.se by Satan's temptations : in several sermons, 1701. To which is
added, Brotherly love described and directed: in two sermons. A brief
reply to Mr. George Keith, 1703. Israel's true safety: A Sermon, 1704.
A Thanksgiving Sermon upon the return of a young gentleman from his
travels, 1704. The just man's prerogative: A Sermon, 1706. Sacramental meditations, 1711. A complete Body of Divinity in two hundred and
fifty expository Lectures on the Assembly's Shorter Catechism, 1726.
Among many other treatises prepared by the Rev. Mr. Willard for the press
were. Directions to the candidates for the ministry. Several sermons upon
the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. Expositions upon the whole of tho
Psalms. Expositions upon the Epistles to the Romans, Corinthians, and
Galatians.
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JOHN HALE.*
1664—1700.
J O H N H A L E , the son of Robert and Rebeckah Hale, was born at Charlestown, Massachusetts, June 3, 1636. His father emigrated from England in
1632, and became a member of the church in Charlestown, of which he was
subsequently chosen deacon. He (the son) was graduated at.Harvard College in 1657, at the age of twenty-one. In 1664, he went to Beverly as a
"religious teacher"; but there was no church t h e r e a t that time, and the
inhabitants were accustomed to attend public worship at Salem. The inconvenience of this, however, as the population increased, came to be seriously
felt; and, in 1667, after repeated applications, the people of Beverly obtained leave from the Salem church to withdraw and to be constituted into a
church by themselves. On the 20th of September in that year, the church
was organized, and Mr. Hale was ordained as its pastor. John Higginson
of Salem, Thomas Cobbet of Ipswich, and Antipas Newman of Wenham,
laid hands upon him, thereby receiving him to ministerial fellowship, and
publicly recognising him as pastor of " the church.of Christ at Bass River,
in Salem."
In 1690, when the expedition against Canada had been determined
on, Mr. Hale was invited by the General Court to join the army as chaplain.
He referred the matter to his people; but, instead of giving their consent,
they appointed a committee to assign reasons to " the honoured Court and
Council," why the rec[uest should not be complied with. These reasons
were three:—First, That, by their pastor's absence, they would be as sheep
without a shepherd : Second, That they did not believe his bodily strength
adequate to such an expedition : Third, That, being ' ' thin of men and men
of conduct" at that time, owing to the number engaged in " the present
essay," and "liable to suffer by enemies," they desired the presence of their
pastor, " a s a comforter and encourager in such a case." The Court, however, seem to have attached little importance to their objections, as the very
next day after they were presented, it was " ordered that the Rev. John
Hale, Mr. John Wise, Mr. Grindall Rawson,t and Mr. John Emerson,t
ministers of God's word, be desired to accompany the General and forces, in
the expedition against Canada, to carry on the worship of God in that expedition." Mr. Hale accepted the appointment, notwithstanding the remon* Felt's Annals of Salem.—Stone's Hist, of Beverly.—Upham's Lectures on Salem witchcraft.
f GRINDALL RAWSON, the son of Edward Rawson, Secretary of the Colony of Massachusetts,
was born in 1658 ; was graduated at Harvard College in 1578; was ordained the second minister
of Mendon in 1680; and died February 6, 1715, in his fifty-seventh year. lie published the
Mass. Election Sermon, 1709. He studied the Indian language for the sake of preaching to his
heathen neighbours in their own tongue. His son, Grindall, was graduated at Harvard College
in 1728, was settled as minister of Hadlyme, Conn.; was dismissed in I 745, and died March 29,
1777, aged sixty-nine. A third Grindall Rawson, a cousin of the preceding, and a native of Milton, was graduated at Harvard College in 1745; was first settled in the'ministry atAVare, but
after a few years was dismissed; on the 10th of December, 1755, was installed pastor of the
church at Yarmouth; wag dismissed again in 1760, and died November, 1794, aged seventy-three.
J JOHN EMERSON was the son of Thomas Emerson of Ipswich; was graduated at Harvard College in 1656; was ordained at Gloucester, Mass., October 6, 1663; and died December 2, 1700,
aged seventy-five. He married Ruth, daughter of Samuel Symonds, Deputy Governor. Their
son John was graduated at Harvard College in 1689; preached a few years at Manchester; then
at New Castle, where he was installed in 1703; was subsequently dismissed, and installed at
Portsmouth, N. H., after preaching there about three years. He died at Portsmouth, June 21,
1732, aged sixty-two.
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strances of his flock, and held the chaplaincy from the 4 t h of J u n e to t h e
20th of November. I n 1734, the General Court, in consideration of t h e
service which he thereby rendered, granted his heirs t h r e e h u n d r e d acres
of land.
When the Salem witchcraft broke out, in 1 6 9 2 , Mr. H a l e , in common
with many of the clergymen and prominent civilians of his day, committed
liimsclf so far to the delusion, as to a t t e n d the examinations and trials of
accused persons, and to take part in t h e religious exercises of those occasions. I n October of that year, however, a circumstance occurred which
eS'ectually undeceived him in regard to the whole s u b j e c t : a person in W e n ham accused ]Mr. H a l e ' s own wife of witchcraft. A s he was perfectly satisfied of her innocence, he could not but perceive t h a t the reasons which weighed with him in her case, were no less weighty when applied to others. T h e
whole community also were convinced t h a t the accusers of M r s . H a l e , who
was known as a most exemplary and deserving person, had perjured themselves ; and from t h a t time the storm ceased, and multitudes came suddenly
to marvel at their own infatuation. Mr. H a l e , not satisfied with bearing
testimony against the delusion, in a more private way, wrote a work in 1 6 9 7 ,
in which he discusses the general subject of Avitchcraft at considerable
length. The title of the work is " A modest inquiry into the nature of
witchcraft, and how persons guilty of t h a t crime m a y be convicted, and the
means used for their discovery discussed, both negatively and aflirmatively,
according to Scripture and e x p e r i e n c e . " The following e x t r a c t from his
Preface suificiently indicates his motive in writing the w o r k : —
" I have had a deep sense of the sad consequences of mistakes in matters capital,
and their impussibilit}' of recovering, when completed; and v.-liat grief of heart it
briTi;> to a tender conscience, to have been unwittingly encouraging of the sufferings of
the innocent. And I hope a zeal to prevent, for the future, such sufferings, is pardonable, although there should be much weakness and some errors in the pursuit thereof.
I have special reasons moving me to bear my testimony about these matters before I
go hence and be no more; the which I have here done, and I hope with some assistance of his Spirit, to whom I commit myself and this my labour, even that God, whose
I am and whom I serve, desiring his mercy in Jesus Christ to pardon all the errors of
his peoiile in the day of darkness."
I n the closing chapter of t h e work, he writes t h u s : —
" We have cause to be humbled for the mistakes and errors which have been in these
Colonies, in their proceedings against persons for this crime, above forty years ago and
downwards; but I would come yet nearer to our own times, and bewail the errors and
mistakes that have been in the year 1G02; in the apprehending too many we believe
were innocent, and executing of some, I fear, not to have been condemned; by following such traditions of our fathers, maxims of the common law, and precedents and
principles, which now we may see weighed in the balance of the sanctuary, are found
loo light, » » • » In the prosecution of witchcraft, we sought not the Lord after
the due order; but have proceeded upon the methods used in former times and other
places, until the Lord, in this tremendous way. made a breach upon us. And hereby
we are made sensible that the methods formerly made use of, are not sufficient to prove
the guilt of such a crime. * * * * i amabundantly satisfied that those who were
most euncerned to act and judge in those matters, did not willingly depart from the
rules of righteousness. But such was the darkness of that day, the tortures and
lamentations of the afflicted, and the power of former precedents, that we walked in
the clouils and could not see our way."
To tlie work from which the above is extracted, is prefixed an " E p i s t l e
to the reader," by the R e v . J o h n Higginson of Salem, then eighty-two
years of age, recommending it as a work which, from the " pious and
luodest m a n n e r " of the author, would " b e generally acceptable to all t h e
lovers of truth and p e a c e . " H e .speaks of 5Ir. H a l e as possessing a mind
of " singular prudence and sagacity in searching into the narrows of t h i n g s . "
VOL. I.
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Mr. Hale had the reputation of possessing a liberal mind, and a high
degree of public spirit. The records of his parish show that, in several
instances, he made generous donations in aid of public objects. His ministry seems to have been a peaceable and happy one, and was continued for
thirty-seven years. He died May 15, 1700, in the sixty-fourth year of his
age.
The only production of Mr. Hale's pen, known to have been printed,
except the work already referred to, which is an 18mo. of less than two
hundred pages, is an Election Sermon preached in 1684.
Previous to Mr. Hale's settlement in the ministry, he was married to
Rebeckah, daughter of Henry Byles of Sarum, England, who migrated to
this country and settled in Salisbury, Massachusetts, as early as 1640. She
died April 13, 1683, aged forty-five. Mr. Hale was again married,—March
3, 1684, to Mrs. Sarah Noyes of Newbury, who died May 20, 1695, aged
forty-one. By this marriage there were four children. He was married a
third time,—August 8, 1698, to Mrs. Elizabeth Clark of Newbury, who
survived him. His son Robert, by the first marriage, was born November 3, 1668 ; was graduated at Harvard College in 1686 ; was many years
a magistrate in Beverly, and died June 24, 1719, aged fifty. James, a
son by the second marriage, was born October 14, 1685 ; was graduated at
Harvard College in 1703 ; was ordained as the minister of Ashford, Connecticut, November 26, 1718 ; and died October, 1742, aged fifty-seven.
Samuel, by the same marriage, was born August 13, 1687, settled in Newbury, and had three sons, one of whom was Richard, of Coventry, Connecticut, the father of Nathan Hale, one of the martyrs of the revolution.

JOHN OXENBRIDGE.^*
1669—1674.
J O H N O X K N B R I D G E was born in Daventry, Northamptonshire, England,
January 30, 1609. He was sent first to the University of Oxford, but was
subsequently transferred to Cambridge, where he completed his education,
and received the degree of M. A. in the year 1631. In 1633, he became
a preacher of the Gospel; and, not long after, went to Bermuda, and took
charge of a chureh. In 1641 or 1642, he returned to England, and became
minister of a congregation in Beverly, and afterwards Fellow of Eaton
College. In 1662, he was ejected from his living by the Act of Uniformity,
being, according to Br. Calamy, settled at that time at Berwick on the
Tweed. In consequence of this, he went to Surinam, where he remained
till 1667 He then went to Barbadoes, where he continued about two
years ; and in 1669, came to New England.
Mr. Oxenbridge and his wife were admitted members of the First church,
Boston, on the 20th of March, 1670 ; and on the 10th of the following
* Wood's Athenaj Oxon., II.—Mather's Mag., III.—Brook's Lives, III.—Emerson's Hist, of
the First church. Boston.
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month, he was unanimously chosen its pastor, as colleague with the R e v .
James Allen. There is no record of any formality in connection with his
induction to oflace.
His ministry continued a little less than four y e a r s ; during which, eightyone persons were admitted to the communion of the church. A s he was
preaching the T h u r s d a y L e c t u r e on the 2od of December, 1674. he was
interrupted in his discourse by an attack of apoplexy, and carried home,
where, after languishing five days, he died on t h e 2 8 t h , aged sixty-five
years. H e was buried three days after, as appears from the records of the
church, with great solemnity.
Mr. Oxenbridge's publications w e r e , — A double watch word, or the d u t y
of watching, and watching in duty, 1 6 6 1 . A proposition for propagating
the Gospel by Christian Colonies in the continent of Guiana. A n Election
Sermon, 1 6 7 1 . A Sermon on seasonable seeking of God.
The Rev. William E m e r s o n , in his H i s t o r y of t h e F i r s t church, Boston,
of which he was himself a pastor, says of O x e n b r i d g e , —
'• He is reckoned by the historians of Boston, among the most elegant writers, as
well as eloquent preachers of his time. Like his great and good predecessors, he was
sincerely attached to the Congregational-interest; and the piety which he cherished
at heart, exhibited itself in his habitual couversation."
Cotton Mather has given the following extract from some private record
of Oxenbridge's, illustrative of his Christian e x p e r i e n c e : —
'' >ov. 19, 1G66, was a dark day; my bodily spirits heingvery low, (though without
pain,) and my he.irt slmt up, that I could not look up to God. This made me to
apprehend the sad condition of a soul deserted of God in a time of affliction; but the
Lord suffered not this dark maze to continue. For that night he thawed my heart,
and opened it with some freedom to Himself.
" But what shall I say for the strange and strong consolations with which He filled
my soul on the 20th and 21st of November. No words can express what I have felt
in my heart. I was wholly taken up with the thoughts of the kindness of God. I
said,—' What love is like this love ? And who is a God like unto thee ? And what
remains for me but to love and praise thee forever ? ' Now death was no dark thing to
me, neither was any concern of this life considerable. And now I have said, who can
lay any thing to my charge, since Christ hath satisfied by his death, and hath gotten
a release by his resurrection, and lives forever to perfect my salvation ? This hath
been a great stay to me in my solitary condition ; though bereft of such relations, a
precious wife and two such children. But the Lord Jesus liveth forever to do all for me
and he all to me. And I do the more admire and adore the great God, in hia condescending so much to so vile a worm, that hath been so full of fears and doubts, and hath
so much displeased my Lord Jesus and his Holy Spirit. That which grieved me most
of late months, is the unttxedness of my thoughts on God: and oh that the Lord may,
by Ills establishing Spirit, eonflnn these comforts in me, so that I may enjoy them in
death, and improve them for the good of others in life. I know Satan is a wrangler;
but my advocate is able to silence him."
Mr. Oxenbridge's daughter, Theodora, was married in 1677 t o the R e v .
Peter Thacher, minister of Milton. She became the m o t h e r of a large
family of children.
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SOLOMON STODDARD.*
1669—1730.
SOLOMON STODDARD was born in Boston in the year 1643. His father
was Anthony Stoddard, who was a member of the General Court from 1665
to 1684. His mother was Mary, the daughter of Emanuel Downing, who
settled at Salem, and the sister of Sir George Downing, who was borii in
London, graduated at Harvard College in 1642, went to England in 1645,
and held various ofSces under Cromwell and Charles I I . , by the latter of
whom he was made a Baronet in 1662.
Solomon Stoddard received the elements of his. education under Elijah
Corlet ; who was educated at the University of Oxford, settled at Cambridge as early as 1644, and was for more than forty years one of the most
eminent schoolmasters in this country. He (Stoddard) was graduated
at Harvard College in 1662. He was afterwards appointed " a Fellow of
the House ;" and he held the of&ce of Librarian (the first who ever held it,)
from 1667 to 1674. His health having suffered from too intense mental
application, he went to Barbadoes as chaplain to Governor Serle, and
preached to the Dissenters on that island nearly two years. He returned
to this country about the time that the Rev. Eleazar Mather, the first
minister of Northampton, died; and one of the Boston ministers having,
not long after, been requested by the parish to designate a suitable person
to be his successor, mentioned Mr. Stoddard, as better qualified for the
place than any other within his knowledge. He had made up his mind to
go to England ; and, when the parish committee applied to him, he had
already taken his passage, and put his luggage on board the ship, with the
expectation of sailing the next day ; but, through the earnest solicitation
of the gentleman who had recommended him, he was induced to relinquish
the voyage, and go to Northampton. He began to preach there in 1669,
and on the 4th of March, 1670, received a unanimous call from the
church and people to become their minister, but was not formally constituted such until September 11, 1672.

In the year 1700, Mr. Stoddard wrote an answer to a work of Dr.
Increase Mather, entitled " The order of the Gospel," which was the occasion of an earnest controversy. Mr. Stoddard maintained that the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper is to be regarded as a converting ordinance,
and that all baptized persons, not scandalous in life, may lawfully approach
the table, though they know themselves to be destitute of true religion.
In 1708 and 1709 the same controversy was resumed, and was prosecuted
on both sides with great vigour and ability. Mr. Stoddard seems to have
had the last of it.
Mr. Stoddard having reached an advanced age, and finding himself inadequate to the discharge of the whole duty of a minister, requested his people to
provide him a colleague; and accordingly, his grandson, Jonathan Edwards,
then a tutor in Yale College, was called to be associated with him in the
pastoral oifice. Mr. Edwards accepted the invitation, and was ordained on
* Williams' and Colman's Sermons on his death.—Solomon Williams' Historical Sermon.—
Eliofs and Allen's Biog. Diet.
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the 15th of February, 1727.* Mr. Stoddard lived two years after this,
and died February 11, 1729-30, aged eighty-five.
The following is a list of his publications:—The Trial of assurance :
Sermon at the Boston Lecture, 1698. Doctrine of instituted churches
explained and proved from the word of God, 1700. A Sermon on the
danger of degeneracy, 1702. An Election Sermon, 1703. A Sermon on
the Lord's Supper, 1707. A Sermon at the ordination of J . Willard, 1708.
Appeal to the learned ; being a vindication of the Right of visible saints
to the Lord's Supper, though they be destitute of a saving work of God's
Spirit upon their hearts: against the exceptions of Increase Mather, 1709.
A Plea for tithes, 1712. Divine teachings, 1712. A Guide to Christ, or
the way of directing souls in the way of conversion, compiled for young
ministers, 1714. Three Sermons showing the virtue of Christ's blood to
cleanse from sin, that natural men are under the government of self-love,
that the Gospel is the means of conversion, and a fourth annexed to stir up
young men and maidens to praise the Lord, 1717. A Sermon at the ordination of Thomas Cheney,! 1718. The nature of saving conversion, 1719.
The way to know sincerity and hypocrisy, 1719. Answer to cases of conscience, 1722. Defects of preachers reproved : A Sermon, 1723. A Discourse on the question whether God is not angry with the country for
doing 50 little towards the conversion of the Indians, 1723. The safety of
appearing at the day of judgment in the righteousness of Christ. This last
work was reprinted at Edinburgh, 1792.
3Ir. Stoddard was married to Esther, the widow of his predecessor, the
Rev. Eleazar Mather, and the daughter of the Rev. John Warham of
Windsor. She died February 10, 1736, aged ninety-two. One of their
sons, Anthony, was graduated at Harvard College in 1697 ; was ordained
a; the minister of Woodbury, Connecticut, May 27, 1702 ; and died September 6, 1760, aged eighty-two. Another son, John, was born February
11, 1681; was graduated at Harvard College in 1 7 0 1 ; was a Counsellor of
Massachusetts and a very eminent civilian ; and died at Boston, June 19,
1748, aged sixty-six. Jonathan Edwards preached a sermon upon his death,
entitled " A strong rod broken."
The following is an extract from a sermon preached at the interment of
Mr. Stoddard, by the Rev. William Williams of Hatfield:—
' ' I t is beyond m e to give his c h a r a c t e r ; b u t filial respect a n d reverence will n o t
suffer me to be wholly silent. All t h a t k n e w him will confess t h a t t h e loss of one
upon whom God h a d been so diffusive of his gifts, both n a t u r a l and s u p e r n a t u r a l , a n d
made so extensively useful, is deservedly l a m e n t e d . On m a n y accounts was he desirable to us. In his person which was comely and grave, and c o m m a n d e d reverence
from all that saw him. as if t h e God of n a t u r e h a d suited his very aspect to the w o r k
assigned him. His conversation was also grave, b u t delightful, and very profitable,
accompanied with a very sweet affability, and a freedom from moroseuess, in which
there was often pleasantness; yet never any lightness or vanity to be observed. If wo
look to the end(jwnients of his mind, t h e r e was quickness of apprehension, s t r e n g t h
of memory, together with a clear and solid j u d g m e n t , which b u t seldom meet in such
a degree in the same person. These were improved even from his youtli, and t h r o u g h
the whole course of his life, in diligent close s t u d y , by which he acquired an u n c o m mon measure of all useful learning, and especially in Divinity.
•
*
»
»
' The following letter addressed to the Eev. John Williams of Deerfield, is in my possession:—
NoBTHAMPTON, January 25,1726-7.
Eev. Sir:—Our church do desire your presence and attendance to ordain Mr. Jonathan Edwards
this day three weeks.
Your servant,
SOLOMON STOBDAED.
t THOMAS CHENEY was born at Roxbury; was graduated at Harvard College in 1711; waa
ordained pastor of the church in Brookfield, Mass., Oct. 16, 1717; and died Dec. 11, 1747, aged
fifty-seven.
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" These were the main points he was wont to insist on, viz: the impartial strictness
and severity of the law as a covenant of works; man's utter impossibility in his fallen
state to be justrfled by it; the sinfulness and dangerous tendency of sin; the necessity
and completeness of Christ's righteousness; the nature of justifying faith and our
constant need of Christ as Head and Surety of the new covenant, to begin and perfect
the woik of grace in our souls; and also that the Kingdom of God is not in meat and
drink, but in righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Ghost:—Romans xiv. 17; that
the essence and life of Christianity lies not in external observances, or formal acts of
worship, but in our being made partakers of the Divine nature and having the image
of God we lost by sin, restored, and in an imitation of the life of Christ.
" How fitted to speak a word in season to every one that was weary! How great a
Casuist! How accomplished a Divine! How truly excellent a Preacher!"
The following extract is from a sermon preached by the R e v . Dr. Colman
at the Boston L e c t u r e : —
" As he has been for some years the most aged minister in the Province, so in the
course of a laborious, burning ministry, he has for many years shone before us in the
gifts and graces of the Holy Spirit; a Prophet and a Father not only to the neighbouring churches, and pastors of his own county, but also to those of the whole land.
* * He was as a Peter here among the disciples and ministers of our Lord Jesus;
very much our Primate and a Prince among us, in an evangelical and the truly apostolical sense; that is to say, among the flrst for light and integrity, for knowledge and
great judgment, for faith and love which is in Christ Jesus, and for zeal and boldness
hi the cause of truth and holiness. But I must add, none less affecting a pre-eminence above his brethren; none more pleased with retirement, and none more with
public appearances for occasional services to Christ and souls; none ruore studious
and inquisitive after truth; none more diligent and laborious in his studies; none
more lively, fervent and unwearied in the pulpit, nor did any one love his work and his
Master better."

ABRAHAM PIERSON,^

(SECOND.)

1669—1707.
A B R A H A J I P I E R S O N was the son of the Piev. A b r a h a m Pierson, who was
minister successively at S o u t h a m p t o n , L . I . , Branford, Conn., and Newark,
N. J .
H e was born at L y n n , Mass., in 1 6 4 1 , and was graduated at
H a r v a r d College in 1668. H e commenced preaching the year after he
graduated, and almost immediately received a unanimous invitation from
the people of Woodbridge, New J e r s e y , to become their pastor. His
father's congregation at Newark, being unwilling to lose the services of so
desirable an assistant, at once made overtures to him " to be helpful to his
father, iu the exercise of his gifts in the ministry for the space of a year;'
— t h e result of which was that the proposals from Woodbridge were not
accepted, and Mr. Pierson continued to assist his father a little more than
two years, his salary being at first thirty pounds, and afterwards increased
to forty. B u t , as the principal p a r t of the labour now devolved on the
junior minister, it was t h o u g h t proper that means should be taken to render
his relations to the peopile more close and p e r m a n e n t ; and accordingly, on
the 4th of March, 1672, they extended to him a formal call to become his
father's colleague. This call he accepted; and, for the next six years and
a half, the town maintained two ministers at an annual expense of one
hundred and twenty pounds, except for a single year, when, in considera» Stearns" History of the Tirst church in Newark.—Clap's History of Yale College.—Baldwin's
do.—Kingsley s do ^Yale Literary.
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tion of " hard times," they agreed to accept jointly the sum of one
hundred.
On the death of his father, which occurred in August, 1678, Mr. Pierson
became sole pastor, and arrangements were made for his permanent support,
—his salary being fixed at eighty pounds a year, with a supply of fire wood,
and freedom from taxation. He sustained the relation of sole pastor a little
less than fourteen years ; and, during the greater part of the time, the
utmost harmony existed between him and his people. At length, however,
some difference arose on the subject of Church government,—Mr. Pierson
having a preference for a modified sort of Presbyterianism, while the church
were disposed to adhere to the strictly Congregational plan. The result
was that the parish finally refused to raise his salary, and, in the early part
of the year 1692, a dissolution of the pastoral relation was effected. He
immediately disposed of his property at Newark, and went to reside in
Connecticut.
In 1694, he was installed pastor of the church in Killingworth. On the
dismission of their former minister, the Rev. John Woodbridge, in 1679,
they became sadly divided ; but Mr. Pierson succeeded in reconciling their
differences, and soon fixing himself very firmly in their affections. So
strong was their attachment to him that, when the Collegiate school, which
afterwards became Yale College, was established in 1701, the invitations
given him by the trustees to become its Rector, were looked upon with
manifest jealousy and dislike.
^A ith the efforts made to establish a College in Connecticut, Mr. Pierson
had deeply sympathized and efficiently co-operated ; and he looked forward
with high hopes to the time when this favourite project should be carried
into effect. In the year 1700, he was chosen as one of ten of the principal
ministers, who were designated by public consent to act as trustees, " to
found, er^ct and govern a College." Sometime in the same year they met
at New Haven, and formed themselves into a society to consist of eleven
ministers, Including a Rector, and agreed to found a College in the Colony
of Connecticut. They held another meeting in Branford before the close
of the year, and each of the trustees bringing a number of books, presented
them to the association, declaring that they gave them with a view to the
founding of a College in the Colony. The books thus contributed consisted
of forty folio volumes, which were placed in charge of the Rev. Mr. Russell,*
the minister of Branford, who acted as librarian. This formal procedure
has always been regarded as the beginning of the College.
At a session of the Colonial Congress at New Haven in October, 1701, a
petition was presented to that body, signed by many ministers and others,
which stated " that from a sincere regard to and zeal for upholding the Protestant religion by a succession of learned and orthodox men, they bad proposed that a Collegiate school should be erected in this Colony, wherein
youths should be instructed in all parts of learning to qualify them for public employments in Church and Civil State, and that they had nominated
ten ministers to be trustees, partners or undcrt.akcr.s for founding, endowing
and ordering the said school, and thereupon desired that full liberty and privilege might be granted to the said undertakers for that end." On the 9th
of October, 1701, the Assembly granted a charter to the "Collegiate
• SAMUEL BtissELL was born at Hadley, Mn.=s.; was graduated at Harvard Collepc in 1681;
was ordained at Branford, Conn., March, 16.7 ; and died June 25, 1731, aged seventy-one.
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school." On the 7th of November following, the Trustees met at Saybrook,
and chose Mr. Pierson to take charge of the College in its instruction and
government under the title of Rector. The choice was regarded as an eminently felicitous one, as Mr. Pierson was not only a fine scholar, but took
the deepest interest in the general cause of education. He had already
composed a system of Natural Philosophy, which he introduced in the
College, and which continued as the manual in that department for many
years after his death.
The students were instructed at Killingworth by the Rector and a Tutor,
and recited in the house of the former. The commencements were held
privately at Saybrook, at the house of Mr. Buckingham, one of the Trustees. None were allowed to attend, except the friends of the candidates,
ministers of the Grospel, and perhaps a few other influtntial persons. The
exercises consisted generally of a Latin oration from the Rector, or Tutor
or a master, and a syllogistic dispute between some of those who were about
to graduate. The exercises closed, as now, with a prayer by the Rector.
The people of Saybrook, not satisfied with merely having the commencements held there, began to aspire to the permanent establishment of the
College among them ; and earnest endeavours were made to enlist in favour
of the project the feelings of the Piector. This excited the jealousy of his
people, insomuch that they soon began openly to express their unwillingness to have him continue at the head of the College. Up to this time his
church had greatly prospered under his ministry. Their meeting house
had been enlarged and beautified, and in the summer of 1703, a bell,—one
of the first that ever rang in Connecticut, was procured from England,
and hung in its steeple. The idea of their being deprived of such a pastor
in such a way produced a violent commotion among them, which he could
not but view with the deepest concern, and, accordingly, on the 21st of
September, 1705, he addressed a letter, to them explanatory o^ his views
and feelings, and designed to allay the existing excitement. They replied
to it in a tone which, while it evinced the highest appreciation of his character and services, showed that they were firmly resolved that he should not
continue his connection with the College. His situation now became one of
extreme perplexity. Strongly attached to his people on the one hand, and
not less so to the institution on the other ; his people labouring to the
utmost to monopolize his services, and the Trustees of the College equally
resolute in retaining him at its head—it can easily be imagined that he found
the path of duty neither plain nor easy. Some of the movements of his
parish evidently showed a decided disapprobation of his course; though at
the bottom of the whole might be seen the workings of a strong affection.
While things were in this unsettled state, and it seemed impossible to
predict the issue, Mr. Pierson was struck down with a violent illness; and
it soon became apparent that it was to have a fatal issue. The affection of
his people towards him now kindled up afresh, and displayed itself in the
deepest sympathy and anxiety, and in every office of good will. While the
elders of his church were gathered around his deathbed, his mind seemed
wholly absorbed in the welfare of his people, and he earnestly advised with
them respecting his successor. He named, as a suitable person to succeed
him, Jared Eliot of Guilford, a student of his College ;—and he actually
became their pastor; and in the profession of medicine as well as Divinity,
shone, for many years, among the brightest lights in New England.

ABRAHAM PIERSON.

177

President Clap in his History of Yale College, says of Rector Pierson,
that he was " a hard student, a good scholar, a great Divine, and a wise,
steady and judicious gentleman in all his conduct."

EDWARD TAYLOR.
1671—1729.
FROM THE HON. HENRY W TAYLOR,
JUSTICE OF THE SUPREME COURT OF N E W - T O R K .

CANANDAIOUA, September 18, 1851.

My Dear Sir: After considerable delay, occasioned by professional
and other engagements, I am able at length to send you some notices of my
venerable ancestor, the Rev. Edward Taylor.
EDW.\RD T A Y L O R was born in the year 1642. His birth place, according to President Stiles, was the city of Coventry; though this seems not to
be established beyond a doubt. His coat of arms is now borne by five distinct
families of the name of Taylor, in different parts of England. He was
originally intended for the ministry, and to this end, received an excellent
education, even before leaving his native country.
It appears from some pieces of poetry written before he came to this
country, that he was then an ardent republican in principle : they breathe
a love of freedom, and indicate, in no doubtful terms, his aversion to the
.irlstocraey of England, alike in Church and State. They show also that
his thoughts and inclinations were turned towards the Western continent,
some years before he quit his native home. Having spent the early years
of his life under the Protectorate of Oliver Cromwell, he became well
acquainted with the character of that extraordinary man; and, through all
the subsequent periods of his long life, he held that character in the highest
respect and admiration.
Upon the restoration of Charles, the persecutions endured by all the
clergy who would not conform, left him no alternative but exile, or the
abandonment of that profession upon which his heart was fixed, and for
which he was eminently qualified by nature and education. He was not,
however, licensed to preach, when he left England ; which will explain the
form of words used by him in his Diary kept while crossing the ocean.
From this diary, which commenced with his entering the ship, I make the
following extracts, chiefly a§ illustrative of tho preceding remark:—
" Anno Domini 1668, April 22. Being Lord's day between ten and
eleven o'clock at night, I came for sea, taking boat at Execution Dock,
Wapping. They got to the Downs, May 1; and we are forced to tarry for
the winds." " ]May 3. I had a sad forenoon; but towards evening, the
ship mate sent for me and enjoined me to go to prayer with them." " May
14. Against Dover." " May 15. Against the Isle of Wight." " May
-0. ALMinst the Lizard." " Lord's day, IMay 24. I then, being put to
exercise, spoke from John i n . 3 . " " ^lay :!1. Lord's day. Wind West.
I was very sick, so that I could not perform the duties of the day." " June
7. Our latitude is 43. These three last days, we sailed well nigh a hunVoL. I.
23
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dred and fifty leagues. I being somewhat better in health, did exercise from
and apply the doctrine that before I proved." " June 14. I exercised from
Isaiah i i l . 1 1 . " " Lord's day, June 21. I improved the doctrine I
delivered the Lord's day before." " July 4. Thick fog. Seeing land on
both hands—Plymouth on the left and Salem on the right; towards sun
setting, about five o'clock, we saw the Island in our passage up to Boston.
About 3 o'clock on Lord's day, July 5, in the morning, we came to shore."
After delivering his letters, he speaks of much kindness received from Mr.
Hall, who kept a warehouse, and at whose house he staid until he settled
at Cambridge. On the 23d of July, he was admitted into College, a pupil
under Mr. Thomas Graves. Here he remained three years and a half, and
graduated in the year 1671. On the invitation of Mr. Flynt of Braintree,
he went to study with him, but soon returned to Cambridge and was "instituted scholar of the House ;" but the next day, a messenger came from
Westfield on Connecticut river to procure a minister ; and, after some consultation on the subject, Mr. Taylor consented to return with him. He
arrived at Westfield on the 3d of December, 1671; his journey from Boston thither having been " a great part of the way by marked trees."
Westfield, at the time of his arrival there, was a frontier town, then and
for a long time, exposed to the attacks of a savage foe, by whom many
individuals were, from time to time, waylaid, or assaulted in their homes,
and murdered. The population was small; and for several years they were
regularly gathered in the fort at night, and laboured through the day, within
reach, at a moment's warning, of their fire arms.
The paucity of population combined with the extreme insecurity of persons and property, delayed, for a long time, his installation as pastor of the
church, and indeed the very formation of a church in that place. The letters missive calling a council to organize a church, and ordain the pastor,
were dated in July, 1679. The Council was requested to convene on the
4th day of the 6th month, which was the 27th of August, 1679, 0. S.;
from which it appears that the ecclesiastical year commenced with March.
The Council consisted of the Rev. Solomon Stoddard of Northampton, the
Rev. John Russell* of Hadley, and the Rev. Pelatiah Glover + of Springfield, together with several "messengers."
After the examination of the candidates and the formation of a church,
Mr. Taylor preached from Eph. i i . 22. The church being formed, the
Moderator asked them whom they would have for of&cers ; whereupon, says
Mr. Taylor, " my unworthy self was put under a call to be a pastor unto
them." He was then solemnly set apart as their pastor. In this office he
continued to labour diligently and faithfully for a period of nearly sixty
years; although, for three or four of the last years of his laborious and
self-denying life, he had become imbecile through extreme old age. During
• J O H N RUSSELL was graduated at Harvard College in 1645; was settled first at AYethersficld,
Conn., but was afterwards dismissed, and was installed at Hadley, Mass., 1669, where he died
December 10, 1692. I t was in his house in Hadley that Whaley and Goffe, two of the judges
who sentenced Charles I . to death, were for a long time concealed, and are supposed to have
died. His son, Jonathan, was graduated at Harvard College in 1675; was ordained minister of
Barnstable, Sept. 19, 1683; and died Feb. 21, 1711, aged fifty-si.x. His son, Jonathan,yi^i
graduated at Yale College in 1708, and was settled as his father's successor in the ministry, Oct.
29, 1712. He died in 1758.
tPEL\TiAH GLOVER was a son of the Hon. John Glover, and was born at Dorchester in
1637. He received his education at Harvard College, but did not graduate; was ordained
as the second minister of Springfield, June 18, 1661; and died March 29, 1692, aged fiftyfive.
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a great part of this period, he performed the duties of a physician also,
ministering alike to the bodily and spiritual wants of the population scattered over an extensive territory.
Unable, through the poverty alike of himself and his parishioners, to
purchase his necessary professional books, all, or nearly all those used by
him \\ere in manuscript, which he had transcribed as he had found opportunity. Beside these, his library was enriched by such other books as the
kindness of his distant friends supplied for his perusal,—some of which,
upon general and natural history, which was a favorite study, are still
extant. His manuscripts were all handsomely bound in parchment by himself, of which tradition says he left, at his death, more than a hundred volumes. Fourteen of these were in quarto. Many of the smaller ones were
of ills own composition.
Among the various productions of his pen, was a Commentary on the
Four Gospels, which was so much esteemed that one of the Mathers exerted himself to induce some wealthy person in England to publish it. I t was
in two volumes quarto, and was doubtless the manuscript referred to in Dr.
Mather's letter to Dr. Woodward, and published in the Transactions of the
Royal Society of London, in which he recommends the work " t o the patronage of some generous Mactenas to promote the publication of i t , " and transcribes as a specimen a passage announcing the discovery at Albany, in 1705,
of enormous bones and teeth of a giant, &c.
He left a volume containing fifteen sermons entitled " C H R I S T O G R A P H I A ,
or a Discourse touching Christ's person and natures. The personal union
of the natures, qualifications and operations, opened, confirmed and practically
improved, in several sermons delivered upon certain sacramental days unto
the church and people of God in Westfield." These sermons written in
1701, 17U2, 1703, were doubtless intended at the time for publication.
Another quarto volume contains many short, occasional poems ; the first
jf which is " a Latin poem on the death of President Chauncy of Harvard
College," for whom he appears to have entertained a very high and affectionate regard. This is immediately followed by an " Elegy upon the death of
that holy man of God, Mr. Symmes, late pastor of the church of Christ in
Charlestown, N. E., who departed this life the 4th day of 12th month.
Anno Domini 1670;" together with many other pieces, chiefly elegies on
eminent persons in the Colony.
He left also a more elaborate poem of about fifty pages quarto, finely written, entitled—" God's determination touching his elect. The Elect's combat
in their conversion and coming up to God in Christ, together with the comfortable effects thereof"—under which is written:
" This a manuscript of Rev. Edward Taylor, of Westfield, who died there,
A. D. 1728-9, aet. eighty-eight, vel supra.*
" Attest, Ezra Stiles, his grandson."
He also wrote a series of poems continued through thirty-eight years,
entitled " Preparatory meditations before my approach to the Lord's Supper, chiefly upon the doctrine ])rcached upon the day of administration."
Tbey amounted to a hundred and fifty, and contained from three to twentyfive stanzas each.
• The exact date of his death was June 29th.
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In 1674, he married Elizabeth, daughter of the Rev. James Fitch* of
Norwich, Connecticut. By this marriage he had eight children. His wife
having died in 1689, he married Ruth, daughter of Samuel Wyllis of Hartford, in 1692. By this marriage he had five daughters and a son. His
eldest daughter by the first marriage died early, leaving one child, a daughter, whom the grandfather adopted and educated as his own. She was married to the Rev. Peter Raynoldst of Enfield, Connecticut. The five daughters of the second wife were all married to clergymen in Connecticut;—Ruth
married the Rev. Benjamin Coltont of West Hartford ;—Naomi, the Rev.
Ebenezer Devotion^ of Sufiield;—Anne, the Rev. Benjamin Lord, D. D. of
Norwich;—Mehitable, the Rev. William Gagerll of Lebanon,—and Eeziah,
the Rev. Isaac Stiles of North Haven. Mrs. Stiles died at the birth of
a son, who is well known as the distinguished President of Yale College.
The youngest of fourteen children was Eldad, who died at Boston
in 1777, being at that time a member of the Senate of Massachusetts. He
alone has transmitted the name to after generations.
Mr. Taylor cannot be said to have possessed a poetic genius of a very
high order; but he appears to have had an abiding passion for writing
poetry during his whole life. There are extant specimens of his poetical
effusions through a period of about sixty-seven years, some of which may
justly claim considerable merit. But, previous to his death, he enjoined it upon his heirs never to publish any of his writings.
Through his whole ministry, he appears to have had the affectionate confidence of the church and people in Westfield, and to have exercised an
unbounded infiuence, especially over the young.
The following testimony concerning him is from the pen of President
Stiles :—
* JAMES FITCH was bom at Booking, Essex, England, Dec. 24, 1622, and came to this country in 1638. After his arrival here, he spent seven years under the instruction of the Rev.
Thomas Hooker and the Kev. Samuel Stone. In 1646, he was ordained pastor of a church at
that time gathered at Saybrook; and in 1660, removed with the greater part of his church to
Norwich, where he remained till the infirmities of age obliged him to retire from active labour.
His last days were spent with his children at Lebanon, where he died, Nov. 18, 1702, aged
seventy-nine. He was distinguished for the penetration of his mind, the energy of his preaching, and the sanctity of his life. His first wife was a daughter of the Rev. Henry Whitfield of
Guilford; and his second, of Major John Mason of Norwich. Johez, a son by the second marriage, was born at Norwich, in April, 1672; was graduated at Hars'ard College in 1694, of which
he was a Fellow and Tutor; was settled at Ipswich as colleague with the Kev. John Rogers in 1703;
resigned his charge, in D e c , 1723, on account of an inadequate support; was installed at Portsmouth, N. H . , about 1726; and died Nov. 22, 1746, aged seventy-four. He published A Sermon
occasioned by the great earthquake, 1717; A Sermon at the ordination of John Tucker at Gosport, Isle of Shoals, from the t e x t — " I will make you fishers of men," 1732; Two Sermoua
designed to make a religious improvement of the throat distemper which prevailed in 1735 and
1736; and an account of that disease as it appeared in New Hampshire. He was much given to
historical research, and made a large collection of papers to which Dr. Belknap had access.
t PETER RAYNOLDS was a native of Bristol, K. I . ; was graduated at Harvard College in 1720;
was settled pastor of the church in Enfield, Conn., in 1724; and died in 1768.
t BENJAMIN CoLTON was a native of Long Meadow; was graduated at Yale College in 1710;
was ordained pastor of the church at West Hartford, Feb. 24, 1713; and died March 1, 1749.
His son, George, was graduated at Yale College in 1756; was ordained at Bolton, Nov. 9, 1763;
and died in 1812. He was distinguished for height, eccentricity and piety.
§ EBENEZEK DEVOTION was a native of Brookline, Mass.; was graduated at Harvard College
in 1707; was ordained at Suflaeld, Conn., June 28, 1710; and died April 11, 1741, aged fifty^u-^"^" ,'^^^^o'lj Ebenezer, was graduated at Yale College in 1732; was settled pastor of the
Ihird church in Windham, Conn., Oct. 22, 1735; and died in 1771.
II WILLIAM GAGER was graduated at Yale College in 1721; was ordained pastor of the Second
church m Lebanon, Conn., May 27, 1725; was dismissed sometime previous to his death; and
died m May, 1739.
^
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"He-was very curious in hotany, and different hranches of natural history:—an
incessant student, but used no spectacles to his death. * * * * He was a Congregationalist in opposition to Presbyterian Chureh government. * * * He concerued himself little about domestic secular atFairs; attended to the state of'the Provinces and the Parliament; greatly detested Kiiia; James and Sir Edmund Andros
and Randolph; gloried in King Arilliam and the Revolution of 1688; felt for the Disgt'iiters in all their oppressions in Queen Anne's reign, and triumphed in the House of
Hanover. He had a steady correspondence with Judge Sewall of Boston, who duly
cominunieated to him all the transactions in the Assembly and occurrences in the
Nation. He was a man of small stature, but firm; of quick passions, yet serious and
grave; exemplary in piety and for a very sacred observance of the Lord's day."

The above sketch contains, I believe, every thing concerning my ancestor,
which has come down to us with any degree of authenticity.
With much regard, I remain truly.
Your friend and servant,
HENRY W

TAYLOR.

WILLIAM ADAMS.*
1672—1685.
There is a shade of doubt resting over the paternity of the subject of
this sketch; though it seems very nearly certain, from all the evidence now
extant, that he was the son of William Adams of Ipswich, and that his
mother's maiden name was Starr. Admitting that he was the son of William Adams, he was left an orphan at the age of nine years. His course
of study preparatory to entering College, was under a Mr. Andrews, probably of Ipswich. I n August, 1667, he went to Cambridge with a view to
become a member of College, but was prevented by his inability to meet
the necessary expenses. He returned home, and, after passing a " disconsolate month" there, went back to Cambridge with his uncle, who was
probably his guardian, when he succeeded in gaining admission to College.
It was through the generous assistance of his relatives that he was enabled
to prosecute his collegiate course. He graduated in 1671, with a high
reputation for behaviour and scholarship.
We find not only that Mr. Adams had the ministry in view during his
collegiate course, but that he entered it shortly after he was graduated ;
for he records in his journal, under date of November 10, 1671,—only
three months after he left College,—that he received an invitation from the
peojde of Westfield, seconded by some distinguished personages in the
neighbourhood, to preach to them ; though it does not appear that he
accepted it, nor had he, at that time, actually commenced preaching. In
the course of the next month, (December,) he was solicited to preach at
I'i''lliam, and in February following complied with the request,—preaching,
as it would seem, for the first time. On this occasion he records in his
diary the following reflection : — " In the morning I thought I went like the
fool to the correction of the .stocks ; but at night, by the gracious presence
of '-od with me that day, in such a solemn work as before I had not been
exercised in, I had great cause to praise God for his gracious assistance and
• Lamson's Historical Discourses.
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regard to me, his poor unworthy creature, and have cause of deep humiliation
for my unanswerable deportment to all his kindnesses toward me." Shortly after he had been heard by the people of Dedham, they invited him
unanimously to preach to them with reference to future settlement; and
this invitation was afterwards repeated twice, before he could be induced to
accept it. On the 27th of May, 1673, he writes in his diary as follows:—
" This day, (being also my birth day,) I removed from Cambridge to Dedham, to the solemn undertaking of the ministry there on trial for future
settlement. As we were coming to Dedham, my horse stumbled, and I
had a fall, though I received no" h u r t ; which caused me to reflect upon
myself, whether I had not been something • lifted up, that there were so
many come to attend on me, and to adore the wisdom and grace of God in
that He can and doth effectually bring down high thoughts, without
bringing any real hurt to his servants." Having continued his labours as
a candidate until the 19th of August following, the church passed a vote
"inviting him to join them in order to future settlement;" and on the 12th
of October, they gave him an actual call to become their pastor. He
almost immediately signified his acceptance of it, and his ordination took
place on the 3d of December, Mr. Wilson of Boston giving the charge, and
Mr. Danforth of Roxbury, the Plight Hand of Fellowship. His salary was
sixty pounds annually ; eight pounds of which he relinquished one year on
account of the heavy expenses to which the town was subjected, during
Philip's war. He also received a hundred pounds " towards procuring a
place of habitation."
Of the history of Mr. Adams' ministry, little is known, except that, in
the course of it, he published two sermons,—one, a Fast Sermon in 1678;
the other, the Massachusetts Election Sermon in 1685. Both of them are
republished in a work entitled, " T h e Dedham Pulpit." A little more
than two years before his death, he began an exposition of the First
Epistle of Paul to Timothy, which, however, he had only commenced before
he was arrested by death. This Commentary, "which is still preserved,
having been written in a book afterwards used for the parish records, is
exceedingly elaborate and minute, and indicates a highly respectable degree
of theological attainment. He died after a brief ministry of only twelve
years, August 17, 1685, at the age of thirty-five.
Mr. Adams was married to Mary Manning of Cambridge, October 21,
1674.
She died June 24, 1679. She was the mother of three children,
two of whom died in infancy, while the other, Eliphalet, had a long and
eminently useful life ; being for many years the much respected minister or
New London. He was married March 27, 1680, to Alice, daughter of
Major William Bradford, of Plymouth. By this marriage he had four
children,—one son and three daughters. Of the son, nothing is known,
except that, in 1699, he was in a state of helpless infirmity. Of the daughters,
one was married to the Rev. Samuel Whiting * of Windham, and another to
* SAMUEL AVHITING was a son of the Kev. John Whiting, who was graduated at Harvard
College in 1653, and was afterwards a Tutor in the College; was ordained at Hartford in 1660,
and died in 1689. Samuel was born at Hartford, April 22, 1670; pursued his studies in preparation for the ministry under the Rev. James Fitch of Norwich; was settled as pastor of the church
in Windham in 1693; and died suddenly of pleurisy at the house of the Rev. Mr. Collins of
Enfield, Sept. 27, 1725, in the fifty-sixth' year of his age. He published a Thanksgiving
Sermon, 1721.
./
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the R e v . Nathaniel Collins * of Enfield. The widow of the R e v . W i l l i a m
Adams was married in 1686 to Major J a m e s F i t c h of Norwich, Connecticut.
The only recorded testimony to M r . A d a m s ' character which I can find
from any of his contemporaries, is the following, incidentally rendered in a
Preface to his F a s t Sermon, signed by t h e R e v . Samuel T o r r e y t of W e y mouth, and the R e v . Josiah F l y n t of D o r c h e s t e r : —
"The reverend and worthy author of these sermon.s, having been, through the
abundant grace of God, sanctified and separated from his youth unto the ministry, he
hath had a more early call into that work, wherein he hath been more happy than
most of his fellow servants; and being himself coaetaneous with and amongst the
choicest of the flrst ripe fruits of this generation, his soul hath laboured and doth
labour with the more fervency of holy and sincere love and zeal for the salvation of
their souls; modesty and humility being inherent in him as gifts both of nature and
grace, it would be too much an injury to him to give his work deserved commendation.
It shall, therefore, suffice to say that the powerful, and we hope saving impression
which it had in the ministration of it upon the hearts of the hearers, is a testimony of
divine approbation and commendation; the suitableness and seasonableness of the
subject even to this time, and the necessity of this people, the copiousness and yet
withal conciseness of the method,itbeingexpressive of so much of the general message
which God is sending unto his people, and of that which the Spirit is now speaking unto
these churches in so few sermons, doth render it more fit and useful for the public. * *•
The special promised presence of our Lord Jesus with this his servant, for his assistance in the ministry of his word, as also in the whole course of his ministration, is a
singular token and pledge of his special grace and favour unto that precious church
in and unto which he is called to minister."

SAMUEL TREAT.ij:
1672—1717.
S A M U E L T R E A T was t h e eldest son of R o b e r t T r e a t , Governor of Connecticut, who was the father of twenty-one children. H e was b o r n a t Milford, Connecticut, in the year 1647 or 1648. H e received his education
at Harvard College, and was g r a d u a t e d in 1669. H e was settled in the
ministry in the town of E a s t h a m , P l y m o u t h Colony, in 1 6 7 2 . A church
had been established t h e r e for more t h a n t w e n t y years ; b u t , u n t i l the t i m e
above mentioned, the population was> too small to be able to meet t h e
expense of a stated ministry.
The Indians in t h a t neighbourhood were very n u m e r o u s , and M r . T r e a t ,
in choosing his field of labour, seems to have had their interests especially
in his eye. Shortly after his settlement, he commenced the study of their
language, and a t no distant period he had so far mastered it, t h a t he was able
to teach and preach to t h e m intelligibly; and he is said to have u l t i m a t e ly gained a knowledge of the language fully equal to t h a t of Eliot himself.
H e gradually acquired g r e a t influence over the I n d i a n s , and was instrumental, not only of reducing t h e m to a state of order and civilization, b u t of
•NATHANIEL COLLINS is supposed to have been a son of Nathaniel Collins, who was born at
Cambridge; was graduated at Harvard College in 166(1; was ordained at Middletown, Connecticut, Nov. 4, 1648; and died Dec. 28, 1684. Nathaniel the secoBd, was graduated at Harvard
College in 1697; was ordained at Enfield, Conn., the same year; and died in 1756, aged seventynine.
_t SAMUEL TOERET succeeded the Rev. Thomas Thacher as minister of Weymouth in 1666, and
died April 21, 1 07, aged seventy-five.
t MasB. Hut. Coll., VIII.—Allen's Biog. Diet.—MS. from the Hon. Zechariah Eddy.
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bringing many of them t o a practical knowledge of Christianity. I n 1698,
when he had been labouring among them upwards of twenty years, he wrote
the following letter t o D r . Increase M a t h e r , in respect to t h e character
and r e s u l t s of his evangelical e f f o r t s : —
" Rev. and worthy Sir;—I being advertised that it would not be unseasonable or
unserviceable at this juncture, to give yourself a true and impartial account both of
the number as also of the present state of our Indians, and acceptation and entertainment of the Gospel among them, and their professed subjection thereunto: wherefore,
Sir, you may be assured as foUoweth:—
" That there are five hundred and five adult persons of Indians, within the limits of
our township, unto whom, these many years past, I have,from time to time, imparted
the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ in their own language, and I truly hope, not without success; and yet I continue in the same service earnestly imploring, and not without hopes expecting and waiting for a more plentiful down pouring of the Spirit from
on high among them. And I verily do not know of, nor can I learn, that there is so
much as one of these five hundred Indians, that does obstinately absent from, but do
jointly frequent and attend on the preaching of the word, and countenance the samej
not only frequenting and attending seasons of worship of a divine sanction, hut also
other occasional opportunities, when the Gospel is dispensed to them; and when our
congregations solemnize public days of prayer with fasting, or of praises, I usually
give them advertisement thereof, and they readily comply therewith in their respective assemblies.
" They have four distinct assemblies in four villages belonging to our township; in
which four assemblies they have four teachers of their own choice, of the more sober,
•well afteeted and understanding persons among them; who do duly preach to themj
when I am not with them. These Indian teachers repair to my house once a week to
be farther instructed, pro modulo meo, in the concernments proper for their service
and station.
" There are in the aforesaid villages four schoolmasters, of the best accomphshed
for that service, who teach their youth to read and write their own language.
" There are also six justices of the peace, or magistrates in the four aforesaid villages, who regulate their civil affairs, and punish criminals and transgressors of the
civil law. They have their stated courts and other inferior oflicers in a subserviency
to their civil eupolituesthai.
" There are among them many of a serious, sober, civilized conversation and
deportment, who are making essays towards a farther progressive step of obedience
and conformity to the rules of the Gospel,—viz., an ecclesiastical combination, having
a great desire to be baptized.
" They are very serviceable by their labour to the English vicinity; and have all
along since our wars with their nation, been very friendly to the English, and forward
to serve them in that quarrel: their deportment and converse and garb being more
manly and laudable than any other Indians that I have observed in the Province.
" B u t , Sir, I would not be tedious: only craving your interest at the throne of
grace for us, that we maj' be serviceable to the name and Kingdom of our Lord Jesus
Christ: So I subscribe,
'• Sir, yours willingly,

SAMUEL TREAT.

" Eastham, August 23, 1693.
" Rev. Increase Mather, Pros, of the College."
M r . T r e a t was accustomed to preach once a m o n t h in t h e several Indian
villages ; and a t other times t h e I n d i a n teachers read to their congregations
the sermons he had prepared for t h e m . H e also, with a view to the edification of t h e converts, translated t h e Confession of faith, into the Nauset
language : this was subsequently printed, and a copy of it was some time
since in possession of some of his descendants. H e treated the Indians
with t h e utmost kindness, often mingling with t h e m in private, and visiting
t h e m in their wigwams, and sometimes joining in their festivals ; and thus
he succeeded in securing a l a r g e measure of their affection and confidence.
T h e y manifested their regard for him in various ways—sometimes by making
him valuable presents, and sometimes by labouring for him without compensation.
B u t notwithstanding all Mr.. T r e a t ' s zeal in behalf of t h e Indians, he was
destined, before his death, to witness a great diminution of their number.

SAMUEL TREAT.
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A fatal disease, supposed to have been a fever, swept off a large number
of his couverts, some years before the close of his ministry ; and in a little
more than a quarter of a century from his death, very few Indians remained
in the township.
In the year 1700, the settlement of Truro commenced by emigrants from
Eastham ; and here also Mr. Treat performed parochial duties until a church
was established.
]Nlr. Treat had naturally a vigorous constitution, and he continued his
arduous labours for nearly half a century, with little interruption. A few
days before his death, he experienced a shock of the palsy, and afterwards
another, which terminated his life. He died on the 18th of March, 1716-17,
in the sixty-ninth year of his age, and after a ministry at Eastham of fortyfive years. His death took place after the most remarkable snow storm
known in the annals of New England. As it was found impossible, on
account of the tremendous depth of the snow, to make a path from his
house, his body was kept several days, till an arch could be dug, through
which he was borne to the grave. The Indians were allowed, at their earnest
request, to carry his corpse, as a token of their affectionate respect for his
memory.
Mr. Treat published the Confession of Faith in the Nauset Indian language ; and the Election Sermon, 1713.
31r. Treat was first married to Elizabeth Mayo; and by this marriage he
had eleven children. After her death he was married to Abigail, widow
of the Rev. Benjamin Estabrook* of Lexington, and daughter of the Rev.
Samuel Willard, author of the "Body of Divinity." By the latter marriage he had two children, one of whom was the mother of the late Robert
Treat Paine, signer of the Declaration of Independence.
Mr. Treat's preaching, as is shown by a volume of his manuscript sermons still in existence, was generally of a very alarming kind. An extract
from one of these sermons is preserved in the Massachusetts Historical
Collections, which is almost unrivalled as a fearful exhibition of the terrors
of religion. The following extract from the History of Eastham, in the
Historical Collections, contains, it is believed, the most authentic account
of his character that can now be obtained :—
'' But with the advantage of proclaiming t h e doctrine of t e r r o r , which is n a t u r a l l y
productive of a sublime and impressive style of eloquence, he could not a t t a i n t h e
character of a popular p r e a c h e r . His voice was so loud t h a t , when s p e a k i n g , it
could he heard at a great distance from the meeting house, even amidst t h e shrieks
of hysterical women, a n d t h e winds t h a t howled over t h e plains of N a u s e t ; b u t t h e r e
was no more music in it t h a n in t h e discordant sounds with which it was mingled. A n
anecdote which shows how m u c h t h e excellence of his m a t t e r was injured by t h e b a d ness of his manner has been preserved.
•'After his marriage with t h e d a u g h t e r of Mr. W i l l a r d , he was sometimes invited
by that g>.-iitk-inan to p r e a c h in his pulpit. Mr. W i l l a r d possessed a graceful delivery;
a masculine and harmonious voice; a n d t h o u g h he did not gain m u c h r e p u t a t i o n by
his Body of Divinity, which is frequently sneered a t , p a r t i c u l a r l y by those who have
not read it, yet in his sermons are s t r e n g t h of t h o u g h t a n d energy of language. T h e
natural cunsVqiicncu was t h a t he was generally admired. Mr. Treat, having preached
one of his best discourses to thecongrcgiition of lii.sfathei'-iij-law,inliis usual u n h a p p y
manner, excited universal d i s g u s t ; and several nice j u d g e s waited on Mr. Willard a n d
•BENJAMIN ESTABIIOOK was a son of the Rev. Joseph Estabrook, who was bom at Enfield,
Mi'Uk-Hx, Kn^'Uiinl; came to New England in Hilll); was graduated at Harvard College in
I'i'U; wa-: oiMaiin.l lolleague with the Kev. Peter Bulkly of Concord in 1667; and died Sept.
56. ITIl. He (the son) was born l-tb. 24, 1671 ; was ordained at Lexington, Oct. 21,1696; and
died July 28, 1697. His wife was a daughter of tho Kev. Samuel Willard.
VOL.
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begged that Mr. Treat, who was a worthy pious man, it was true, but a wretched
preacher, might never be invited into his pulpit again. To this request Mr. Willard made
no reply; but he desired his son-in-law to lend him his discourse; which being left with
him, he delivered it, without alteration, to his people a few weeks after. The hearers
were charmed: they iiew to Mr. Willard and requested a copy for the press. ' See the
difference,' they cried, ' between yourself and your son-in-law; you have preached a
sermon on the same text as Mr. Treat's; but whilst his was contemptible, yours is
excellent.'
'• Mr. Treat was a man of piety. He addressed his Maker with humble devotion,
and his prayers were copious and fervent. His natural temper was mild; and his
conduct in domestic life, as a husband, a parent and a master, was kind and indulgent.
His manners were cheerful; his conversation pleasant and sometimes facetious, but
always decent. He was fond of a stroke of humour and a practical joke, and manifested his relish for them by long and loud tits of laughter. The Society for the propagation of the Gospel is supposed to have made him a small compensation for his
services among the Indians: he received also a small salary from his parishioners;
but not satisfied with the emoluments which he received from these sources, in the
latter part of his life he engaged in trade; and, by this means, with the addition of an
inheritance which descended from his father, he was able to transmit a good estate to
his family."

GEORGE BURROUGHS.*
1676—1692.
N o t h i n g is now known of G E O R G E B U R R O U G H S , previous to his graduating at H a r v a r d College in 1670. I n 1676, he was a preacher at Falmouth,
(now P o r t l a n d , ) M a i n e ; and when the place was attacked by the Indians
on the 11th of A u g u s t in that year, he escaped to B a n g ' s Island. On the
2 5 t h of November, 1 6 8 0 , he was ordained pastor of the church in Salem
Village, (Danvers,) as successor to the R e v . J a m e s Bayley.t He resigned
his charge in 1 6 8 5 , in consequence of some difficulty between himself and
a p a r t of his people, and returned to F a l m o u t h , where he held two hund r e d acres of land, which the people had given him some years before, as
their minister. Of this he relinquished all but t h i r t y acres, and expressed
his willingness to give up twenty of that, if they desired it, without receiving what they offered—one hundred acres " f a r t h e r off."
Dr. Allen, in his
Biographical Dictionary, states t h a t after the town (Falmouth) was destroyed by the Indians, in 1690, he returned to reside at D a n v e r s ; though Mr.
U p h a m , in his Lectures on Salem Witchcraft, as well as some other authorities, represents him as having been at t h a t time the minister of a congregation in W e l l s ; and there is a tradition in that p a r t of the country that
he was arrested while he was in the pulpit. I t is stated by Mr. Greenleaf,
in his Sketches of the Ecclesiastical H i s t o r y of Maine, that there is no
record of Mr. B u r r o u g h s ' having ever been connected with the congregation at Wells.
B u t whatever may have been the place of his residence, it is matter of
authentic record t h a t he became a victim to the memorable witchcraft delu* Neat's Hist. N. E., II.—Hutchinson's Hist. Mass., II.—Mass. Hist. Coll., VI.—Sullivan's
Hist, of Maine.—Calef's More Wonders of the invisible World.—Maine Hist. Coll., I.—Upham's
Lectures on Witchcraft.—Felt's Annals of Salem.—Greenleaf's Ecclesiastical Sketches.
t JAMES BAYLEY, a son of John Bayley of Newbury, was born Sept. 12, 1650; was graduated at Harvard College in 1669; was ordained at Danevrs October, 1671; resigned his charge in
1680; and died in 1707.
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eion in Salem, in 1692. He was examined for witchcraft, and imprisoned
in Boston, on the 8th of May ; but was not brought to trial till the 3d of
August. It was stated in his indictment that, by his " wicked arts," one
Mary AVolcott " was tortured, af^icted, pined, consumed, wasted, and
tormented." The evidence against him was derived chiefly from the testimony of those who were supposed to be bewitched, and of the confessing
witches. " The spectre of a little black haired man, it was testified, had
inflicted cruel pains, and had appeared as a head conjuror. Two of his
wives had appeared to the witnesses, saying that he was the cause of their
death, and threatening, if he denied it, that they would appear in Court.
Accordingly, during his trial, the afflicted persons were thrown into a
paroxysm of horror by the spectres of his wives, who were mindful of their
engagement. The confessing witches af&rmed that he had attended witch
meetings with them, and compelled them to the snares of witchcraft. He
was also accused of performing such feats of extraordinary strength, as
could not be performed without diabolical assistance,—such as carrying a
barrel of molasses through a difficult place from a canoe to the shore, and
putting his fore finger into the muzzle of a large gun, and holding it out
straight. He pleaded his innocence, but it was in vain." I t is supposed
that he fell a victim to the prejudice that had been excited against him,
several years before, when he was the pastor of the Salem Village church.
Mr. Burroughs was executed on the 19th of August. He was carried
from the jail to the place of execution, (still known as Gallows Hill,) in a
cart, with other convicts. I t is said by a contemporary writer that "while
he was on the ladder, he made a speech for the clearing of his innocency,
with such solemn and serious expressions, as were to the admiration of all
present; his prayer was so well worded and uttered with such composedness
and such fervency of spirit, as was very affecting, and drew tears from
many, so that it seemed to some that the spectators would hinder the execution." He concluded his last prayer with the Lord's prayer, probably
with a view to self vindication,—it being a commonly received opinion at
that day, that a witch could not repeat the Lord's prayer without mistake,
^ i t h a view to turn the feelings of the audience in a different direction,
the accusers cried out that they saw the evil being standing behind him and
dictating every word he uttered. And Cotton Mather, who was present on
the occasion, rode round in the crowd on horseback, haranguing the people,
and sajing that it was not to be wondered at that Mr. Burroughs appeared
so well, for that the devil often transformed himself into an angel of light.
After the body was taken down, it was dragged some distance by the rope,
the clothes exchanged for those of some poor creature who had been previously executed,—after which, it was thrown, with one or two other bodies,
mto a hole dug among the rocks, and then trampled down by the mob, and
left only partly covered.
Mr. Burroughs had three wives. His last, who survived him, was a
daughter of Thomas Ruck of Salem. He left six children, two sons and
four daughters.
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JOHN WISE.*
1680—1725.
J O H N W I S E was the son of Joseph Wise of Roxbury, and was baptized
August 15, 1652. He was graduated at Harvard College in 1673. He
first went to Ipswich (Chebacco) to preach in 1680, being "highly recommended by the General Court;" and on the 12th of August, 1683, he was
set apart to the work of the ministry in that place.
In August, 1687, he was brought into collision with the government for
advising the town not to comply with Sir Edmond Andros' order for raising
a Province tax, on the ground that such a measure was contrary to Charter
Rights. This was regarded a high misdemeanor, and in consequence of it,
he was tried, subjected to a heavy fine, and to imprisonment, and even
deposed from the ministry. He, however, subsequently made some concession to the government,—after which, he seems to have been permitted to
resume his professional duties. In May, 1689, he was one of two Representatives from Ipswich, to meet in Boston for the purpose of reorganizing
the former Legislature, after the administration of Andros was overthrown;
and in December of the same year he was appointed by the town, one of a
committee to prepare, according to the order of the General Court, a narrative of the late Governor's supercilious treatment towards himself, and
other inhabitants of Ipswich. About this time, he brought an action against
Chief Justice Dudley for denying him the benefit of the habeas corpus Act,
while he was imprisoned. In July, 1690, he was appointed by the Legislature to act as chaplain in the expedition against Canada. He accepted the
appointment, and distinguished himself by his heroic spirit and martial skill,
as well as by the faithful discharge of the sacred duties that more immediately devolved upon him. In 1705, it was recommended by the Boston
clergymen that the several Associations of ministers should be so connected
with the respective churches under their pastoral care, as to form a standing
Council to which all ecclesiastical difiiculties might be referred. Mr. Wise
took a very active part in opposition to the proposed measure; and in a
work on the subject which he published, in 1710, entitled " The Church's
quarrel espoused," he evinced great shrewdness and wit as well as great
zeal. He contended for the strict independence of each church, maintaining that each has all ecclesiastical authority within itself. In 1717, he
published another work of similar character, entitled " A vindication of the
Government of the New England Churches." Both these are regarded as
high authority in the department to which they belong. When inoculation
for the smallpox was introduced in 1721, Mr. Wise openly and strongly
approved of it; though, in doing so, he incurred much popular odium.

Mr. Wise died on the 8th of April, 1725, aged seventy-three. In the
beginning of his last illness, he remarked to one of his friends, that he had
been a man of contention ; but as the state of the churches made it necessary, he could say, upon the most serious review of his conduct, that he had
fought a good fight. He died in the full confidence that he should enter
into rest. I t was inscribed on his tombstone—"For talents, piety and
learning, he shone as a star of the first magnitude."
* Allen's Biog. Diet.—Felt's Hist, of Ipswich.
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It is related of him that there was, on one occasion, a remarkable coincidence between a prayer which he offered and the event immediately following it. A boat's crew from his parish were captured by a company of
pirates. He offered earnest supplications for them on Sabbath morning,
and said—" Great God, if there is no other way, may they arise and butcher
their enemies."' The men returned the next day and related that they had
actually, the very morning before, attacked the pirates, and succeeded in
dispatching them.
In person Mr. Wise was of a majestic form, and of great muscular strength
and activity
In his earlier years, he had a high reputation as a wrestler.
Some time after his settlement, a certain Captain Chandler of Andover,
who had considered himself as perfectly indomitable in the way of wrestling,
came down to Mr. Wise's parish on purpose to try strength and skill with
him. ^Ir. Wise, for some time, resisted the proposal, doubtless from a
regard to the decorum due to his office ; but he was finally prevailed upon
to engage with the Captain once. And scarcely had the contest begun,
before the boasting hero found himself upon his back, and the parson went
off with his laurels.
Dr. Allen says,—
" Mr. Wise was enriched with the excellencies of nature and of religion, uniting a
graceful form and majestic aspect to a lively imagination and sound judgment, and to
incorruptible integrity, unshaken fortitude, liberal charity and fervent piety. His
attachment to civil and religious liberty was zealous and firm. He was a learned
scholar and eloquent orator."
Mr. Wise left a widow and eight children. Two of his sons were graduated at Harvard College. Jeremiah, the elder, was graduated in 1700; was settled in the ministry at Berwick, Maine, as successor to the Rev. John Wade,*
November 26, 1707, and died January 20, 1756. He published A Sermon
on the death of Charles Frost, 1725 ; Mass. Election Sermon, 1729 ; and
A Sermon at the ordination of James Pike,t 1730. Henry, the younger
son, was graduated in 1717; settled as a merchant at Ipswich, and died in
1732.

COTTON MATHER, D. D. :j:
1680—1728.
COTTON M A T H E R was the son of Dr. Increase and Maria (Cotton) Mather,
and was born in Boston, February 12, 1662-63. His mother was a
daughter of the celebrated John Cotton, in honour of whom his name was
given him.
He exhibited, from his earliest childhood, a remarkable passion for books
and learning. He was early placed at the free school in Boston, first under
• J O H N WADE was a native of Ipswich; was graduated at Harvard College in 1693; was
ordained at Berwick, Me., Nov. 1702; anddicd in 1703.
t JAMES P I K E was a grandson of Joseph Pike, who was a Representative to the General Court,
and Deputy Sheriff, and was killed by the Indians in 1694. He was born at Newbury, March 1,
1703; was graduated at Harvard College in 1725; was ordained at Somersworth, N. H . , Oct. 28,
Hill; and died March 19, 1792, aged eighty-nine.
JLife by Samuel Mather.—Do. by W. B. 0. Peabody.—Ware's Historical Discourses.-Kobbm'B Hist, of the Second Church, Boston. Upbam's Hist, of Salem Witchcraft.
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Benjamin Thompson, who is represented as having been distinguished for
" his wit and learning ;" and afterwards, under the famous Ezekiel Cheever,
who followed the profession of a teacher for seventy years. Previous to his
entering College, he had read Homer, Isocrates, and many Latin authors,
some of which are little known, except to the most extensive reader of the
classics. His mind, at this early period, was under a strong religious influence ; and he not only laboured to persuade his youthful companions to a
life of piety, but actually wrote for them poems of devotion. At the age
of twelve, he entered Harvard College. At the age of fourteen, he began
to observe days of secret fasting and prayer, reading commonly not less than
fifteen chapters in the Bible every day. He was graduated in the year 1678 ;
and though not much has come down to us in respect to his standing in
College, there is one circumstance that would indicate that he must have
taken a high rank. At the commencement at which he took his first degree.
President Oakes, in a Latin oration, expressed himself in a strain which
may be thus translated:—"Mather is named Cotton Mather. What a
name! But, my hearers, I confess I am wrong—I should have said, what
names! I shall say nothing of his reverend father, since I dare not praise
him to his face ; but should he resemble and represent his venerable grandfathers, John Cotton and Richard Mather, in piety, learning, elegance of
mind, solid judgment, prudence and wisdom, he will bear away the palm;
and I trust that, in this youth, Cotton and Mather will be united and flourish again."
Cotton Mather received his second degree from the hand of his father;
and the thesis which he maintained on that occasion was " the divine origin
of the Hebrew points ;" though he subsequently formed a different opinion,
and held it to the last.
He connected himself with his father's church the year after he left College, and in the year next succeeding, when he was only eighteen years of age,
he began to preach. In consequence, however, of an impediment in his
speech, he was doubtful, for some time, whether to engage permanently in
the ministry ; but he, at length, so far overcame it, by a habit of deliberate
speaking, that it occasioned him little or no inconvenience. For about seven
years after he took his first degree, he was engaged in the business of
instruction, chiefly in fitting students for College. He began to assist his
father, preaching once a fortnight, in the autumn of 1680 ; but it was not
till January, 1683, that he received a call to settle as his father's colleague ;
and not till the 13th of May, 1685, that he was actually ordained. On
this occasion, Mr. Allen, Mr. Willard, and his father, imposed hands on
him ; and the Right Hand of Fellowship was given by John Eliot.
Cotton Mather is understood to have had an important agency in the
memorable affair of the Salem witchcraft, in 1692 ; though it is not easy to
mark exactly the extent of it. In 1685, the year in which he was ordained,
he published a work, entitled " Memorable providences relating to Witchcraft;"—a work that is supposed to have had no inconsiderable influence in
bringing about the terrible state of things that existed in Salem, and some
other places, seven years after. At the opening of the scene in Salem, the
magistrates applied to the Boston clergy for advice; and unhappily the
advice given was such as to encourage, rather than arrest, the abominable
proceedings. The result of their deliberations was drawn up by Cotton
Mather, and was afterwards frequently referred to by himself in any other
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tone than that of condemnation. His father and Samuel Willard, though
they believed in witchcraft, as fully as he did, dissented from the prevailing
opinion of the clergy in regard to the course that should be pursued with
those who were accused. When the storm had nearly spent itself, he drew
up an account of the trials, which is said to have been published by the
special command of the Governor. The chief point which he considers as
established by these trials, is, that there is a great conspiracy among the
powers of darkness to root out the Christian religion from New England.
Whatever misgivings he may have subsequently had in respect to his
agency in this matter, he does not appear ever to have distinctly avowed
them; any further than by saying that "some mistakes may have been
committed;" and, with all the apologies that can be made for him, his
course must be acknowledged to have left a stain upon his memory.
Cotton Mather was twice disappointed in the expectation of being chosen
President of Harvard College. On the death of President Samuel Willard, in 1707, he was so confident of receiving the appointment, that he
observed days of fasting to supplicate the Divine direction in respect to i t ;
but, through the influence of Governor Dudley, whom he had sorely offended by what the Governor considered a grossly impertinent letter, as well as
by other means. Judge Leverett, who was one of the Governor's council,
was appointed to the office. The breach between Mather and Dudley was
never healed. In 1709, he makes the following significant entry in his
diary:—
" The other ministers of the town are this day feasting with our wicked Governor.
I have, by my provoking plainness and freedom, in telling this Ahab of his wickedness,
procured myself to be left out of his invitations. I rejoiced in my liberty from the
temptations wherewith they were encumbered. I set apart the day for fasting with
prayer, and the special attention of the day was to obtain deliverance and protection
from my enemies. I mentioned their names unto the Lord, who has promised to be
my shield. I sang agreeable psalms, and left my cause with the Lord."
Another similar trial in respect to the Presidency of the College, he had
to pass through, on the death of President Leverett, in 1724. He writes
in his diary. May 7th, of that year,—
'' The sudden death of the unhappy man, who sustained the office of President of
the College, will open a door for my being of singular service to the best of interests.
' * * I do not know that the care of the College will now be cast upon me, though
I am told it is what is most generally wished for. If it should, I shall be in abundance
of di,str(_-ss about it; but if it should not, I may do many things for the good of the
College more quietly and more hopefully than formerly."
It turned out that Dr. Sewall was chosen President,—a fact which
Mather thus records in his diary :—
" I am informed that yesterday, the six men, who called themselves the Corporation
of the College, met, and contrary to the epidemical expectation of the country, chose
a modi.'st young man, Sewall, of whose piety (and little else) evei'v one gives a laudable character." " 1 always foretold these two things of the Corporation:—First, that,
if it were possible for them to steer clear of me, they will do so; Secondly, that, if it
were jjossiljle for them to act foolishly, they will do so."
In the year 1710, he received the Degree of Doctor of Divinity from the
University of Glasgow, accompanied with letters testifying to the respect in
which his character was held in Croat Britain. I t is said that some of his
friends adviseil him to wear his signet ring, in token of the honour thus conferred upon him, and that he actually did wear it, from religious considerations. The emblem on the signet is a tree, with " P s a l m i. 3 , " written
under i t : and about i t . — " Glascua regavit." On casting his eye upon this
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by an easy association he was led to pray, " O Lord, make me a very
fruitful tree, and help me to bring forth seasonable fruit continually."
In August, 1717, he received letters from the Secretary of the Royal
Society, informing him that his Curiosa Americana had been read before
that body, and had been so highly approved, that he would be admitted a
member of the Society at its next meeting. He was admitted accordingly;
and in his diary he notices it as " a marvellous favour of Heaven—a most
surprising favour."
In 1721, he distinguished himself by the vigorous and successful efforts
which he made in favour of inoculation for the small pox. Contrary to
what might have been expected, the clergy of Boston were generally in
favour of it, while the medical profession, with a single honourable exception, (Dr. Boylston,) strongly opposed i t ; and what was very remarkable,—
chiefly on religious grounds,—maintaining that it was a wicked attempt to
avert God's judgments, and involved a needless and criminal exposure of
human life. The controversy was carried on for some time with great
vigour, and several pamphlets were written on each side; but the public
mind at length settled down in favour of inoculation. Cotton Mather bore
his part in the controversy with great discretion and independence.
In December, 1727, he was seized with the disease which terminated his
life : what the disease was, there is neither record nor tradition to inform us.
But whatever it may have been, he seems, from the beginning, to have been
strongly impressed with the idea that he should not recover. To the question put to him by a member of his church,—whether he was desirous to
die, he replied,—" I dare not say that I am, nor yet that I am not; I would
be entirely resigned unto God." When told by his physicians that his recovery was hopeless, he lifted up his hands and said,—"Thy will be done on
earth as it is in Heaven." A few hours before his death, he said,—"Now
I have nothing more to do here ; my will is entirely swallowed up in the
will of God." When it came to the last, he exclaimed,—"Is this dying?
Is this all? Is this all that I feared, when I prayed against a hard death?
0 , I can bear this ! I can bear i t ! I can bear it!" When his wife wiped the
tears from his ej'cs, he said, " I am going where all tears will be wiped away."
His death scene was perfectly tranquil—every thing that a good man could
desire. He died February 13, 1728, when he had just completed his
sixty-fifth year. His funeral was attended by an immense concourse, including all the higher officers of the Province. A number of sermons were
preached in reference to his death, of which Dr. Colman's, Mr. Prince's, his
son's, Mr. Gee's, and perhaps others, were published.
Cotton Mather was three times married. First, when he was in his twenty-fourth year, to Abigail, daughter of Col. John Phillips of Charlestown,—
whom his son Samuel describes as " a comely, ingenious woman, and an
agreeable consort." By this marriage he had nine children, of whom one
only survived him. His first wife died in the year 1702. A few months
after her death, he records in his diary a very great trial that he had from
a "young gentlewoman," whom he represents as remarkably attractive,
and who," be says, " had become charmed with my person to such a degree
that she could not but break upon me with her most importunate requests
that I would make her mine." After a series of laughable incidents which
he records in his diary, with the utmost seriousness, he gathers all his energies to make an effectual resistance to the temptation ; and he describes the
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noble effort by saying,—" I struck the knife into the heart of my sacrifice
by a letter unto her mother." This love affair having been disposed of, he
was married August 18, 1703, to Mrs. Elizabeth Hubbard, daughter of
Dr. John Clark. By this marriage, he had six children, one of whom was
Samuel, afterwards the Rev. Samuel Blather, D. D. This son describes
her as " a woman of finished piety and probity, and of unspotted reputation ;
one of good sense and blessed with a competent discretion in ordering a
household ; one of singular good humour and incomparable sweetness of
temper; one with a very handsome and engaging countenance, and honourably descended and related." She died in the year 1713 ; and, in recording the event in his diary, he says,—" To part with so desirable, so agreeable a companion! a dam from such a nest of young ones, too ! Oh the sad
cup which my Father hath appointed me !" He was subsequently married
to a widow George, daughter of Samuel Lee. This last connection proved
an unhappy one ; and it seems, from various entries in his diary concerning
lier, which were usually made in Latin, that he had serious doubts in respect
to her sanity.
Cottou Blather's character was a strange mixture of strength and weakness, of desirable and undesirable qualities. I t cannot be doubted that the
ruUng pasion of his life was for doing good. His " Essays to do good," to
the early reading of which Dr. Franklin attributes most of his usefulness
in life, is perhaps unequalled in its way, in the language ; and it seems to
have anticipated many of the modern plans of Christian beneficence. And
the rules which it contains, evidently governed his whole life. Besides discharging with most scrupulous fidelity the various duties belonging immediately to the ministry, he was constantly devising means for doing good
beyond the limits of his own pastoral charge. In addition to the objects
of benevolence already mentioned, to which his attention was directed, he
laboured much for the suppression of intemperance ; and actually accomplished not a little by both his precepts and example. Notwithstanding, in
conformity to the usage of the time, he had no hesitation in purchasing a
slave, he made vigorous efforts for christianizing the African race,—a work
which he says "will enrage the devil at such a rate, that he must expect he
will fall upon him with a storm of more than ordinary temptations." He
was also an efficient promoter of a Society for suppressing disorders and for
the reformation of manners, and also a Society of peacemakers, whose
object was to prevent lawsuits and to compose differences. When he travelled, he commonly had for a companion some young gentleman whom he
might not only instruct, but encourage and strengthen in the ways of well
doing.
His learning was probably more varied and extensive than that of any
other person in America. Dr. Chauncy, who knew him well, pronounces
him the greatest reader he ever knew ; and he seems to have remembered
every thing he read. He could despatch a folio of many hundred pages in
the course of a morning ; and he wrote as well as read with almost unexampled rapidity. His library was larger than any other private library in
America, in his day. In order to save himself from unnecessary intrusions
upon his time, he wrote over his study door in capital letters,—" B E S H O R T . "
He was accustomed every morning to rea<l a chapter of the Old Testament
in lleVirew, and another in French, and a chapter of the New Testament in
Greek. He was familiar with the Spanish and Iroquois languages, and publishVoL. I.
25
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ed treatises in both. There were two books in which he wrote something
every day : one was his Quotodiana, in which he transcribed striking passages from the works that he read ; the other was his diary, in which he
noted passing events, and especially his religious frames and feelings.
His publications amounted to three hundred and eighty-two. A large
part of them were single sermons and other tracts; but others were of considerable magnitude. The largest and most celebrated is his "Magnalia
Christi Americana, or the Ecclesiastical History of New England from its
first planting in 1625, to the year 1698." This was published originally in
1702, in London, in one volume folio; and within the present century there
have been two editions of it, in two volumes octavo, published in this country.
I t contains much valuable information that is not elsewhere to be found,
but is full of puerilities and strange' conceits, which distinguish it from all
other books, (except Cotton Mather's,) in the language.
His habits of devotion and self-discipline were truly remarkable. The
principle of association he turned to good account in the cultivation of a
devotional spirit. When he heard a clock strike^ he would pray that he
might so number his days as to apply his heart to wisdom. When he
mended his fire, it was with a prayer that his love and zeal might be kindled into a flame. When at the table, looking on the gentlewoman that carved for the guests, he said to himself,—" Lord, carve a rich portion of thy
comforts and graces to that person." Looking on a gentlewoman stricken in
years,—" Lord, adorn that person with the virtues which thou prescribest for
aged women." So when he walked the streets, he implored blessings upon
those who passed by him. At the sight of a tall man, he said,—" Lord,
give that man high attainments in Christianity." For a lame man,—" Lord,
help that man to walk uprightly." For a negro,—"Lord,wash that poor
soul; make him white by the washing of thy Spirit." For a very little
m a n , — " Lord, bestow great blessings on that man." For a very old man,
— " Lord,make him an old disciple," &c. &c. &c. I t appears from his diary
that in one year he kept sixty fasts and twenty vigils; and the whole number of days of fasting that he observed, as stated by his son in his funeral
sermon, was four hundred and fifty.
The prominent infirmity of his nature was a childish credulity. It
extended to almost every thing ; and in nothing was it more manifest than
in constantly recognising extraordinary interpositions in answer to his prayers. The following instances from his diary may suffice as specimens: He
writes under date February 23, 1 6 9 6 , - " This evening I met with an experience jvhich it may not be unprofitable for me to
remember. I had been, for about a fortnight, vexed with an extraordinary heartburn, and none of all the common medicines would remove it, though, for the present,
some of them would a little relieve it. At last, it grew so much upon me, that I was
ready to faint under it. But, under my fainting pain, this reflection came into my
mind. There was this among the sufferings and complaints of my Lord Jesus Christ.
My heart was like wax melted in the midst of my bowels. Hereupon I begged of the
Lord that, for the sake of the heart-burn undergone by my Saviour, I might be delivered from the other and lesser heart-burn, wherewith I was now incommoded. Immediately it was darted into my mind that I had Sir Philip Paris's plaster in my house,
which was good for inflammations; and laying the plaster on, I was cured of my
malady."
Again he w r i t e s , I often find that when I preach on the angels, or on any subject such as the Lord
Jesus Christ, particularly agreeable to the angels, I have a more than ordinary assistance in my public ministrations. My mind and voice and strength are evidently
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under some special agency from the invisible world, and a notable fervency and
majesty, and powerful pungency, set off my discourses."
After one of his vigils, he writes t h u s :—
" Now, as I have often observed it, so it still continues matter of observation unto
me, that when 1 have been admitted to some near and sweet and intimate communion
with Heaven, I must immediately encounter some vexation on earth; either bodily
illness, or popular clamour, or Satanic buffets, immediately followed. I expected
something on this occasion. Accordingly, when I was preaching on the day following, one of my chimneys took fire, and my own house, with my neighbour's was
endangered, and a great congregation ran out of the meeting house to the relief of
my house, and I was thus marked out for talk all over the town."
Cotton jNlatber, owing to some of his peculiar traits of character, was
much less popular with the mass of the community than most of his brethren, whose claims to public regard were, in many respects, greatly inferior
to his own; and he seems to have been deeply impressed with the idea that
he was treated on every side with gross injustice. He records fourteen
instances, under the head of " dark dispensations," in which his attempts
to do good had been requited with evil; apparently without the least suspicion that his own course had not uniformly been marked with the utmost
discretion. After his death, his offensive peculiarities seemed to be, in a
great degree, forgotten ; and the honour was generally conceded to him of
having been one of the greatest and best men of his age.
He had great domestic afflictions, not only in the death of many of his
children, but in the profligacy and ruin of some of them. Of his son
Increase, he makes frequent mention in his diary, as having been a sore
trial to him. His son Samuel, who was his biographer, will form the subject of a distinct article.
The following is from the Rev. Mr. Gee's Sermon on Cotton Mather's
death : —
' But then, what abundant reason have all in the same sacred ofiice to mourn and
lament the loss we have sustained! If some few have lost a brother, the most of us,
by far, have lost a master and a father, whose assistance, encouragement and counsel,
were always with pleasure afforded in the weightiest cases of doctriue and of discipline.
He was a bright ornament and singular honour to the ministerial order and profession:
shining as an instance and pattern of natural, acquired, and gracious endowments.
The capacity of his mind, the readiness of his wit, the vastness of his reading, the
streiigth of his memory, the variety and treasure of his learning, in printed works
and in manuscripts, which contain a much greater share; the splendour of virtues
which, from the abundant grace of God, with him shone out in the constant tenor of
a iiKLst entertaining and profitable conversation; his uncommon activity in the service
ot Christ; his unwearied application to all the different exercises of the pastoral function ; his extensive zeal and numberless projections to do good on all occasions; these
things, as they were united in him, proclaimed him to be truly an extraordinary person; a,id united to make it difficult to find his equal among men of like passions with
us. He v,as pious,but not aft'eeted; serious, without moroseuess; grave, but not austere; affable, without meanness; and facetious, without levity. He was peaceable in
his temper; but zealous against sin. He was a strenuous nonconformist to uninstitn.ted
ceremonies imposed upon conscience, as terms of communion among saint.s; which he
considered as violations of Christian liberty, and snares to the souls of men. He
strictly ailhered to Congregational principle's of Church order and government, which
he thought most agreeable to the rule of God's word, the laws of society and the rights
of mankind, lie was a vig<jrous defender of the Reformed doctrines of grace, and of
the mysteries of revealed religion, which he ever regarded as tlie excelling glory of
the Christian dispensation. And yet he was catholic in his charity to all good men,
though differing from hiui in circumstantials and modalities; desirous to have churches
resemble the Kingdom of Heaven; willing to receive all men, as Christ receives us to
the glory of Cod; and pleading for no teinis of communion aminig saints, but the
terms of salvation. He was abundant in liberality to the poor, both for soul and body;
but careful to distinguish the proper objects of it; and obliging to strangers though
often ill-requited."
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PETER THACHER,^
OP

MILTON

1681—1727
P E T E R T H A C H E R was bom in Salem, Mass., in the year 1651. His
father was the Rev. Thomas Thacher, the first pastor of the Old South
church in Boston. His mother was a daughter of the Rev. Ralph Partridge of Duxbury. The spirit of piety was manifested in his early
childhood. While very young, his life was providentially preserved in circumstances of imminent peril. Falling down before the open floodgate of
a watermill, while it .was going, he was drawn into the sluice, and carried
through between the pads of the wheel without being hurt.
He was graduated at Harvard College in 1 6 7 1 ; and was a tutor there for
several following years. He instructed the class of which Cotton Mather
was a member.
During his residence at Cambridge, he contracted an intimate friendship
with Mr. Samuel Danforth, (son of the Deputy Governor,) who was not
only his classmate, but was associated with him in the tutorship. This
young gentleman going to England shortly after,—Mr. Thacher, with a
view to prepare himself more fully for his chosen profession, was induced
to follow him ; but, on the death of his friend, which soon occurred, he
returned to his native country. During his stay in England, he formed an
acquaintance with many of the distinguished men of the day, and received
from various quarters the most flattering attentions. He was strongly
urged to conform to the Established Church, and had some tempting offers
to induce him to do so ; but his mind, after mature investigation, had been
made up in favour of nonconformity, and was proof alike against arguments
and offers.
In September, 1681, he was ordained pastor of the church in Milton, a
small town about half-a-dozen miles from Boston, where he continued
labouring faithfully and acceptably forty-six years.
I t was his constant prayer that he might not outlive his usefulness; and
this prayer was graciously answered ; for he continued almost to the last in
full possession of both his physical and intellectual vigour. On the Sunday previous to his death, he preached both parts of the day, and was
remarkably fervent and affectionate in all his exercises. After going
through the usual services in connection with domestic worship that evening,
he found himself considerably exhausted, and said,—" We read in a certain
place,—' The prayers of David are ended'—what if it should now be said,
—The prayers of Peter are ended!" The remark was prophetic; for
the next day he was seized with a severe fever, and the next Sabbath, (17th
of December,) he went calmly to his rest. In his illness he was marvellously sustained, and enabled to rejoice in the confident hope of a better life.
Just before he expired, having recovered from a temporary wandering of
mind, he called for his domestics, and for a staff to support him ; and raising himself up, he gave each of them his blessing, and offered a pathetic
and audible prayer in their behalf Then laying himself down, he uttered
* Cotton Mather's Fun. Serm.—Weekly Journal, No. 40.
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the w o r d s , — " I am going to Christ in g l o r y , " and expired. H i s funeral
sermon was preached by Cotton Mather, and was remarkable as being the
last sermon he ever preached. The title of the sermon is as follows: —
" The comfortable chambers opened and visited, upon the departure of t h a t
aged and faithful servant of God, Mr. P e t e r Thacher, the never to be forgotten pastor of Milton, who made his flight thither, on December 17,
1727."
Shortly after his return from E n g l a n d , he was married to a d a u g h t e r of
the Rev. J o h n O x e n b r i d g e , pastor of the F i r s t church in Boston.
After
her death, he was married to the widow of the R e v . J o h n Baily, minister
of the same church. A n d after her death, and only about three m o n t h s
before his own, he was married to t h e widow of the R e v . J o s h u a Gee of
Boston. B y the first marriage he had nine children,—only three of whom
survived him. B y the second he had only o n e , — a son who died in infancy.
That he was one of the leading ministers of his day is evinced by the
fact that he was called to preach on t h e most important public occasions.
He preached the Artillery Election Sermon in 1705 ; the Election Sermon
in 1711 ; and the Convention Sermon in 1 7 2 4 . This last is preserved in
manuscript among the treasures of the Massachusetts Historical Society.
The following is a list of Mr. Thacher's p u b l i c a t i o n s : — U n b e l i e f detected and condemned, to which is added, the treasures of the fathers
inheritable by their posterity, 1 7 0 8 . Election Sermon, 1 7 1 1 . Christ's
forgiveness a p a t t e r n : A Sermon, 1 7 1 2 . A Sermon on the death of
Samuel Man,* 1719. A Divine r i d d l e : he t h a t is weak is strong, 1 7 2 3 . T h e
perpetual c o v e n a n t : A Sermon.
The Boston W e e k l y J o u r n a l of December 2 3 , 1 7 2 7 , t h u s notices his
character:—
•'He was a person of eminent sanctity, of a most courteous and complaisant
behaviour; cheerful, affable, humble and free of speech to the meanest he met with.
He had a great deal of vivacity in his natural genius; which, being tempered with
grace and wisdom, appeared very engaging both in his common converse and public
performances. In his ordinary conversation there was a vein of piety, agreeably
mingled with entertaining turns and passages, an air of freedom and cheerfulness that
made it very easy and ple;isant in any company. He was a very evangelical preacher,
delighted in commending Christ to his hearers, and was always earnestly endeavouring to win us over to admire and love him. He was a zealous asserter of the purity
and liberty of our evangelical churches. He accounted that only to be pure religion
which is purely scriptural: and in no other form of Church order could he see the
liberty of the people preserved as in that of this country. He was greatly concerned
for this noble interest, the chief design of our excellent fathers hither; though he was
full of eatholic piety and charity to those of other opinions; and he was much improved in ecelesiastical councils."
One of ^Ir. T h a c h e r ' s children by his first marriage was the R e v . Peter
Thacher of Middleborough, Mass. H e was born October 6 , 1 6 8 8 , and was
graduated at H a r v a r d College in 1 7 0 6 . After preaching two years in
Middleborough, he was ordained there, November 2, 1709. H e died A p r i l
'--, 1744, aged fifty-five. H e was an eminently devoted minister, and was
instrumental of bringing into the church nearly two hundred persons in less
than three years. H e published :iii account of the revival of religion in
Middleborough, in P r i n c e ' s Christian History.
•SAMUEL M.\N W.IS a native of Cambridge; was graduated at Harvard College in 1665; wa»
ordained at W rentham, Mass., April 13, 1692;.and died May 22, 1719, aged seventy-two.
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THOMAS AND JOHN BARNARD,
OF A N D O V E R .

1682—1718.
1718—1758.
FROM THE REV ABIEL ABBOT, D. D.
PETERBOKOTJGH, N . H . , May 17,1850.

My Dear Sir : I had occasion, a few years ago, for another purpose, to
investigate with some particularity, the history of the two Barnards, who
were successively settled as ministers of the North Parish of Andover,
Massachusetts ; and I am happy to furnish you herewith, the result of my
inquiries. If the notices of these venerable men are not very minute, you
can hardly wonder at it, when you bear in mind that, though I had the
advantage of being on the spot where they exercised their ministry, and
among the descendants of those whose characters were formed, in a great
degree, by their influence, yet nearly a century has elapsed since the younger
of them closed his earthly career. The following is the substance of all the
information, whether documentary or traditionary, that I have been able to
obtain concerning them.
THOMAS B A R N A R D was the son of Francis Barnard, and was born at
Hadley, whither his father is said to have removed from Hartford, as early
as 1662. He was graduated at Harvard College in 1679. In January,
1682, he was unanimously invited to settle as an assistant of the Rev.
Francis Dane* " i n carrying on the work of the ministry" at Andover.
He accepted the invitation, and was ordained in March following. The
parsonage house being burned about the year 1707, he purchased, some
time after, the house said to be built and occupied by Governor Bradstreet,
and which afterwards became the residence of bis two immediate successors
in the pastoral ofiice. During four or five years before the division of the
town into two parishes, there was warm contention concerning the place for
a new meeting house. In 1709, the town was amicably divided into two
parishes. Mr. Barnard had his election of the parishes. During the long
and warm altercation, he conducted with such prudence and affectionate
fidelity as to retain the esteem and confidence of all his people. He died
suddenly October 13, 1718, in the sixty-second year of his age, and thirtyseventh of his ministry, greatly beloved and highly esteemed.
The Rev. Mr. Phillips of the South parish of Andover, intimately
acquainted with him, during tha last eight or nine years of his ministry,
* FRANCIS DANE was settled at Andover about the year 1648. He seems to have been partly
educated in England, but completed his Theological education in this country. He enjoyed a
good reputation, lived on a small salary, and appears to have been useful in his profession. In the
time of the witchcraft phrenzy, in 1692, of which Andover had its full share, it is said that intimationa that Mr. Dane was implicated, served in some measure to check the delusion; as it was
not deemed credible that a man of his known piety and uprightness could be in league with the
devil. He expressed his sympathy, and used his exertions, for the relief of those of his parishioners who were imprisoned, by writing to the Court, and also by signing a certificate in their favour.
He died February 17, 1699, in the eighty-second year of his age, having been an officer in the
church at Andover forty -eight years. To what period he continued his active labours is uncertain.
His firpt wife died March, 1689 ; and at an advanced age he married the widow of Geoi'ge Abbot,
Benr., who died June, 1711, in her eighty-third year.
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has given him the following character in the preface to a sermon, preached
in 1739, by Mr. John Barnard :
" I shall very gladly take the opportunity which so fairly offers, to acknowledge
that I have always esteemed it a favour of Providence that my lot was cast in the
same town with that holy man of God, who was pleased to express the kindness of a
father towards me also, and where I had, for some years, the advantage of his guidance and example. And I doubt not but that it will be very acceptable to all those
of his hearers in each parish, who are now living, for me to revive the remembrance
of this their former pastor, of blessed memory; and in order hereunto, to go on and
say, (whicli 1 am persuaded they will readily assent to the truth of, viz.,) that he was
really one of the best of men and of ministers. Not only an exemplary Christian and
Israelite indeed, in whom was found no guile, but moreover had the tongue of the
learned, and was a sound and eminent Divine; delivered excellent sermons, and had
the spii'it as well as the gift of prayer; was truly an able minister of the New Testament, and a faithful steward in the house of God; naturally caring for the flock, and
was therefore gentle as a father, yet maintaining government and discipline in the
church; very compassionate to those in distress, and like St. Barnabas of old, was
truly a son of consolation; also very obliging towards all men, and always studied
the "things which make for peace; was sincerely prudent in his whole conduct; also
grave and instructive, and yet cheerful in conversation; and I need not say how kind
and tender as a husband and a parent, nor how faithful as a friend; and which was
very much his ornament, he was truly of a meek and quiet spirit, and was clothed
with humility."

Mr. Barnard married, December, 1686, Elizabeth Price, who died October, 1692. For a second wife. May, 1696, Abigail Bull, who died August,
1702. He was married to a third wife, Lydia Goffe, August, 1704.
Thomas, his eldest son, died before his father ; John succeeded his father
in the ministry ; and Theodore, his youngest son, died in 1725, leaving
three children, one of whom, Elizabeth, was the wife of the Hon. Samuel
Phillips, and mother of the late Lieut. Governor Samuel Phillips.
J O H N B A R N A R D , son of the Rev. Thomas Barnard, was born February 26,
1690, and was graduated at Harvard College in 1709. During several years
he taught the grammar school at Andover, and the North grammar school
at Boston. Immediately upon the death of his father, he was thought of
as his successor, and in December 1718, was invited to settle in the Gospel
ministry in the parish in which he had been born, and passed his early years.
He began to preach as settled minister, the first Sabbath in January, 1719,
and was ordained the 8th of April following. The sermon on the occasion
was preached by the Rev. Thomas Symmes of Boxford. Mr. Barnard
died June 14, 1758, aged sixty-eight years.
He was a good classical scholar; and, after his settlement in the ministry,
prepared for College many, some of whom were good scholars and useful
men. His piety, gentleness and pleasantry, his faithfulness and assiduity
in the discharge of ministerial duty, and the interest which he took iu promoting the peace and improvement of his people, procured their love and
confidence. As a preacher and a counsellor in the churches, he was very
highly respected. His sound understanding, hospitality, benevolence and
urbanity, gained the esteem and affection of a large circle of friends and
acquaintance. He lived in much intimacy and friendship with Mr. Phillips,
the minister of the South parish, and they mutually contributed to the good
order, peace and harmony of the town. Mr. Phillips in the preface to the
sermon already referred to as preached by Mr. Barnard, in 1739, speaks of
him in the following terms of affectionate rcsjiect:—
'•.\sfor the present worthy pastor of the flock of Christ, in the North parish,
although he be not willing that any I'lieomium sliouhl be given of him, but, like his
venerable lather before him, jirofesses himself content, provided he may do some service iu the world, and pass through it without contempt, yet 1 cannot forbear saying
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that he is so well known and approved, that he stands in no need at all of a word of
recommendation from any man whatever. * * * * If I may be allowed to speak
the truth, I shall go on to say that I esteem myself not much less happy in this his
son, who ministers before God and to his people, not only in his father's place, but
also makes good, so far, I suppose, as any man can, his father's ground. I said, I
esteem myself happy in him; for we have been for now more than twenty years past,
labouring inthistown, (though not properly as colleagues, yet) as good neighbours and
cordial brethren; which, let others think as meanly of asthey please, yet, we look upon
it as an article essential to the comfort and happiness of our lives. And I do the rather
make mention of this thing, because I would from hence take occasion both thankfully to acknowledge the smiles of Heaven in that harmony and brotherly love which
have hitherto subsisted between us; and to bewail it that there is too much reason to
think that there is not so good understanding between ministers of some towns, as
might be wished for."

The people for seventy years, during the ministry of Mr. Barnard, and
of his father, enjoyed a season of peace and improvement beyond what is
common.
Mr. Barnard left two sons, both distinguished clergymen: Thomas, who
became minister of the First church, Salem; and Edward,* who was settled at Haverhill; and one daughter, Sarah, who was married to the Rev.
Dr. Tucker of Newbury. His youngest son, John, died October, 1739,
aged sixteen years, while a student in Harvard College.
Mr. Barnard published A Sermon at the gathering of a church and the
ordination of Timothy Walker t at Penecook (now Concord) New Hampshire, 1730; A Sermon on the death of Mr. Abiel Abbot, 1739; A Sermon at the General Election, 1746. He preached the Convention sermon
in 1749 ; but it was not published.
Hoping that the above sketch may answer the end you have in view,
I am very faithfully yours,
A B I E L ABBOT.
• E D W A R D BARNARD was born June 15, 1720; was graduated at Harvard College in 1736; and
ordained minister of Haverhill, April 27, 1743. He died Jan. 26, 1774, aged fifty-three. He
was an excellent scholar and a highly esteemed preacher. He published a poem on the death of
Abiel Abbot; a .sermon at the ordination of H. True; [a native of Salisbury, N. H., who was
graduated at Harvard College in 175U; was ordained at Hampstead, N. H., June 26,. 1752; and
died May 22, 1782, aged fifty-seven;] of Giles Merrill; [a native of Salisbury, who was graduated at Harvard College in 1759 ; was ordained at Plaistow, N. H . , March 6, 1765; and died April
27, 18UI, a;ied sixty-two;] of Thomas Gary; [born at Charlestown, Oct. 18, 1746; wasgraduated
at Harvard College in 1761; was ordained pastor of a church in Newburyport, May I I , 1768; and
died Nov. 2t, 18U8;] a fast sermon, 1764; Election sermon, 1766; Convention sermon, 1773.
t TLMOTHV WALKER was a native of Woburn; was graduated at Harvard College in 1725; was
ordained at Concord, N . H . Nov. 18, 1730; and died Sept. 2, 1782, aged seventy-eight.
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JOHN BAILY*
1684—1697
JOHN B A I L Y was born near Blackburn, in Lancashire, England, February
24, 1644. His mother, who was an eminently pious person, early devoted
him to the service of God, and carefully instructed him in a knowledge of
the Scriptures ; and the effect of this good training was, that, from his very
childhood, he evinced a tender interest in the things of religion. While he
was yet very young, his mother persuaded him to conduct the devotions
of the family. When his father, who had previously lived an irreligious and dissolute life, was informed of this circumstance, his mind was
powerfully wrought upon, and he found no rest until he had become
a decided Christian ; and, from that period, he was as much distinguished for his sobriety and spirituality, as he had been before for his waywardness and profligacy. The son was initiated iu grammar under an
eminent teacher, by the name of Sager, and was afterwards instructed in
the higher branches of science and literature by the celebrated Dr. Thomas
Harrison, of whom we have an account in the Nonconformist's Memorial.
At the age of twenty-two, he commenced his ministry in Chester; where,
however, he continued but a short time, on account of his Congregational
principles, and whence he was removed by government to Lancashire jail.
After lieing released from prison, he travelled into Ireland, where he
laboured so constantly and assiduouly, as materially to impair his constitution.
He spent about fourteen years at Limerick, and, during nearly the whole
time, had a happy and fruitful ministry. Among his stated hearers was one
individual of rank, who was nearly related to the Duke of Ormond, then
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. This drew the attention of the Bishop, who
complained of it to the Lord Lieutenant. This gentleman then proposed
to Mr. Baily that he should conform to t'he Established Church, and promised that, in case he would do so, he would procure for him the office of
Chaplain to the Duke, together with a Deanery and a Bishoprick, whenever
a vacancy should occur ; but he stood firm to his principles, and rejected
the offer without hesitation. He proceeded in the exercise of his ministry
without any factious designs, aiming merely to promote the spiritual welfare
of his fellow men ; but, notwithstanding his irreproachable character, he
was again arrested, condemned and thrown into prison. Said he to his
judges,—" If I had been drinking, gaming and carousing at a tavern with
company, my lords, I presume that would not have procured my being thus
treated as an offender. Must praying to God and preaching Christ, with a
company of Cluistians who are as peaceable, inoffensive and serviceable to
his Majesty and the government, as any of his subjects,—must this be considered as a greater crime?" The recorder answered,—"We will have
you know that it is a greater crime." During the time of his imprisonment, his church, being divided into seven parts, were accustomed to visit
him, one part each day; when he prayed with them and preached to them ;
hut this procedure was offensive to the government, and was very soon pro•MatVKT"sMag.,III.—Mii.ther'3 Fun. Serm.—Noncon. Mem., I.—Middloton's Biog. Evang.,
^•—Eliot's Biog. Diet.—Emerson's Hist, of the First Chureh, Boston.—Francis' Hist, of
Watertown.
VOL. I.
26
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hibited. Still, however, his flock continued to pray without ceasing for his
release ; and earnest petitions were sent in to the judges, at the assizes, on
his behalf; but no release could be obtained, except on condition of his
leaving the country within a short and limited time. To this condition he
finally submitted. On leaving his congregation in Limerick, he was not
allowed to preach a farewell sermon to them; but he subsequently addressed
them through the press in a long letter, which is full of the most pathetic
counsels and pungent appeals.
Mr. Baily came to New England, probably in the year 1684, accompanied by a younger brother, Thomas, who was also in the ministry. His
first residence, after his arrival here, was at Boston. In August. 1685, the
church at Watertown, then vacant by the death of Mr. Sherman, began to
treat with the elder Mr. Baily on the subject of a settlement among them.
In August of the next year, they gave him a formal call, and on the 6th
of October following, he was constituted their pastor. On this occasion he
preached the sermon himself, from I I . Cor. i i . 16, compared with II. Cor.
XII. 9. The ceremony was performed without the laying on of hands,—
" a circumstance," says Dr. Francis, "which intimates that Mr. Baily
regarded his previous ordination in England as valid, and therefore did not
think it necessary to have the token of consecration to the sacred office
renewed." I t is probably in reference to the same circumstance that Judge
Sewall makes the following record in his journal:—" October 6. Mr. Baily
ordained at Watertown. Mr. Baily not ordained as Congregational men
are."
Within a month from the time that Mr. Baily assumed his. pastoral
charge, measures were taken to procure his brother to be his assistant; it
being declared, " with a very full vote, that the town did earnestly desire
that they might enjoy Mr. Baily the younger to be helpful to his brother in
the ministry." Mr. Thomas Baily accepted their invitation ; but did not
remove to Watertown till November, 1687; though it is not improbable
that he acted as his brother's assistant, while he resided in Boston. He
had but a brief ministry, as he died January 31, 1689, aged thirty-five.
An humble monument in the old burying ground at Watertown designates
the spot where his ashes repose. His brother John, in his diary, says of
him,—" He died well, which is a great word,—so sweetly as I never saw
the like before."
The next year after the death of Thomas Baily, (1690,) the town voted
to request Mr. Henry Gibbs* to occupy the place which he had held as
assistant to his brother. The style of their application to Mr. Gibbs would
seem to import that the labours of the elder Mr. Baily had been frequently interrupted by ill health or some other cause, and the town consequently
left unsupplied with ministerial services. Mr. Gibbs accepted the invitation, and bis salary as an assistant pastor commenced in November following. It was not long, however, that the two laboured together; for m
1692, Mr. Baily left Watertown and returned to Boston. The reasons of
his removal are not known ; but disease and mental depression would appear
• H E N R Y GIBBS was born at Boston, Oct. 6, 1668; was graduated at Harvard College, 1685;
was ordained at Watertown, Oct. 6, 1697; was married to Mary, daughter of William and Elizabeth Greenough; and died Oct. 21, 1723. He was-the son of Robert and Elizabeth (Sheafe)
Gibbs; grand.son of Sir Henry Gibbs; great grandson of Sir Ralph Gibbs; and great-great
grandson of Robert Gibbs, Gent, of Honington, Warwickshire, England. He published an
Artillery Election Sermon, 1704.
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to have formed a part of them. He left in his book of records the following singular notice of the last Sunday he preached in Watertown :—
" I did particularly bid farewell to my house, old walks, all the three parts of the
[own, my assistant Gibbs, the schoolmaster, deacons, selectmen, military persons,
two constables, the burying place, my servant that lived v/ith me formerly, this old
church, the three or four meetings in the town, this neighbourhood of mine, saints but
sinners also, old but young also, all my children which grieved me most, friends and
foes, the sueet singers of Israel, all widows and fatherless families, all moralized persons, all that heard me not now, the pulpit, pew-seats and galleries, (the cushion I
left as a token of my love,) all my administrations, him that digs the graves, neighbouring towns and churches."

In July, 1693, the First church in Boston invited Mr. Baily to join his
labours with those of Jlr. Allen, their pastor, in teaching the congregation.
This does not appear to have been from any necessity, as Mr. Allen was
then not more than sixty years of age, but from a desire to avail themselves
of the ministrations of an able and good man, and perhaps also from feelings of charity towards one who had fled before the hand of persecution
from his native country. Here he continued till the close of life. For
three months before his death, he suffered greatly from the gout and a complication of other maladies. During this period, he read frequently, and
with the deepest interest, the prophetic account of the sufferings of our
Lord, contained in the flfty-third chapter of Isaiah. When the surviving
members of his flock, who accompanied him to New England, visited him,
his usual address to them was,—" I charge you that I find you all safe at
last." In the early part of his last illness, his mind was sometimes far
from being at rest; but he was accustomed to say even then,—" The Master
hath done all things well." At length he attained a perfect confidence that
he was on the borders of the world of glory. When he saw his friends
weeping around him in the prospect of his immediate departure, he rebuked
them by saying,—" Away with your idols ; away with your idols." Just
before his last illness, he wrote in his diary,—" I was affected with what I
read of Mr. Shewel of Coventry, who died in the pulpit. Lord let me not
die meanly ; but in dying, bring much glory to thee." And this recorded
prayer was remarkably answered. Just before he breathed his last, it
seemed as if he had some such views as the first Christian martyr had of
the glory of his enthroned Saviour. He strove to speak to his wife; and at
length exclaimed,—"Oh what shall I say? He is altogether lovely."
And to another relative,—" Oh all our praises of Him are poor low things!"
He then added,—" His glorious angels are come for me." Upon this, he
closed his eyes, and never opened them again. He died on Sunday, December 12, 1697, in the fifty-fourth year of his age. Previous to the commencement of his illness, he had had a presentiment that his work was
nearly finished, and had begun to write a sermon on the t e x t , — " Into thy
hands I commit my spirit." He never lived to preach or to finish the discourse ; but Cotton Mather used the same text in preaching his funeral
sermon. He was buried, according to Dr. Eliot, " in the common burial
place, near the Old Alms House ; and around the spot lie many of his
descendants. According to a record made by Mr. Daniel Fairfield of Braintree, and quoted by Dr. Francis in his History of Watertown, he "was
honourably interred in the tomb of Mr. Thomas Deane."
In the year 1089, there was printed in Boston a volume consisting of
sketches of some of Mr. Baily's discourses, entitled,—"Man's chief end
to glorify God, or some brief sermon notes on I. Cor. x . 3 1 . " In tho
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same volume was included the address before referred t o , — " t o his loving
and dearly beloved Christian friends in and about Limerick." There is a
prefatory address to the reader from somo unknown hand, stating that in
publishing these pieces, Mr. Baily was " purely passive, utterly refusing"
(whether out of melancholy, modesty or bodily infirmity, the writer does
not say,) " t o be any otherwise concerned than barely to allow of their
publication." In 1692, Mr. Baily preached the Artillery Election Sermon;
but it appears not to have been published.
Of Mr. Baily's posterity a considerable number are now living. In 1808,
there were two grandchildren, three great grandchildren, and several of the
fifth generation. These were in the female line and bore the name of Willis
or Belknap.
The following account of Mr. Baily's character is from Cotton Mather's
discourse occasioned by his death:—
'
" Mr. Baily was a man of eminent holiness, whose life has been a practical comment
upon his doctrine. He was remarkable for watchfulness over his words as well as his
actions, and discovered great uneasiness jf at anv time he had spoken unadvisedly.
He had so tender a conscience that he often expressed great concern in his diary if he
had given in to any little indulgence, which most others would have thought perfectly
innocent, lest he should have grieved the Holy Spirit. It was his desire (as he expressed it) " t o get three things,—patience under the calamities of life; impatience under
the (moral) infirmities of life; and earnest longings for the next life." When some
kind presents were made him, he wrote,—" I have my wages quickly: 0 that God
may not put me off with a reward here !" AVhen he parted with the greatest
enjoyment he had in the world, he thus wrote upon the occasion:—" If I can but
exchange outward comforts for inward graces, it is well enough. O for a heart to glorify God in the fire !" He took much notice of what he had heard in the sermons of
other ministers, and his papers abound with remarks upon them, which showed that
he was as desirous to get good by their labours as to do good by his own. But our
limits do not admit of half the useful extracts that might be made respecting his holy
habits: Let it suffice to give the reader a few passages respecting his ministerial character.
" As from a child he had been full of solicitous care about his own soul, when he
became a preacher of the Gospel, he insisted on nothing so much as the care that all
men should have about the conversion of their souls to God, and the sincerity of their
hearts before Him. There were many great points of our Christian faith which he
treated with shorter touches, because his thoughts were continually swallowed up with
the vast concern of not being deceived about the marks of a regenerate and sanctified
soul, and the hope of being found in Christ at a dying hour. Those two words, a soul
and eternity were great words with him, and his very soul was habitually under the
awe of them. Hence the spirit of his preaching lay in the points of turning from sin
to God in Christ, the trial of our doing it, the peril of our not doing it, and the danger of procrastination in this grand concern."
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JAMES PIERPONT.=^
1684—1714.
JAMES P I E R P O N T ! was the grandson of James Pierpont, a younger branch
of a very distinguished family in England who came to this country at an
early period and died at Ipswich, leaving two sons. He was the son of John
Pierpont of Roxbury, who was a Representative to the General Court in
1672, and died on the 30th of December, 1690. He was born at Roxbury in 1661, and was graduated at Harvard College in 1681.
In 1684, the church at New Haven, after having made an unsuccessful
application to the Rev. Mr. Moody of Portsmouth to become their pastor,
invited Mr. James Pierpont, who was highly recommended to them by some
of the ministers in Boston to preach to them as a candidate for settlement.
His services proved highly acceptable, and in due time the preliminaries for
his settlement were arranged; and, as the church had had a protracted season of division and difiiculty, it was no small recommendation of the new
minister that he was reputed to be eminently a man of peace. He was duly
set apart to the pastoral ofiice on the 2d of July, 1685, after he had served
the people, as a candidate, about eleven months.
Mr. Pierpont's introduction to his pastoral charge seems to have been
almost immediately followed by a considerable increase of the number of
attendants on public worship; insomuch that larger accommodations were
found to be necessary. They at first filled up some vacant places with seats,
and subsequently brought forward the galleries, so as to allow an additional
seat in front of each; but it was not till after about a dozen years that they
proceeded to enlarge the church itself. From 1677, when the support of
the ministry was transferred from the church to t'he town, it had been customary to impose a tax of one, two or three pence in the pound, the avails
of which, whether more or less, were appropriated to the minister or ministers for the time being. But, in 1697, a regular salary was proposed; and
the town voted " to pay the Rev. Mr. James Pierpont annually, while he
shall preach the word of God to us, the sum of £120, in grain and flesh,"
at fixed prices ; "also to supply him with firewood annually." This vote
being communicated to Mr. Pierpont, he signified his approval of it, " until
the providence of God should bring his family into such circumstances, as
that the salary would not support him in labouring at the altar." " I accept
It," he said, " t h e more willingly, because I understand the offering is made
with a general cheerfulness, wherein God Himself is well pleased, provided
that due care be taken that this offering be brought into the house of God
without lameness, or refiections on the ministry, in the respective years."

One of the first persons received to the full communion of the church by
Mr. Pierpont, was an aged man who passed under the name of James
Davids. There was always something mysterious about his character and
history; but it was ascertained, after his death, that he was no less a personage than John Dixwell, one of King Charles' judges. Indeed he had
been recognised by one individual (a IMr. Jones) who, in early life had often
•Dwight's Life of Edwards.—Bacon's Hist. Disc.
t The original orthography of the name waa PIERREPONT.
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seen him in London and Westminster; but he faithfully kept the secret
until the time came when no evil could result from divulging it.
In the year 169S, Mr. Pierpont was one of three ministers who concerted the plan of founding a College—a plan which took effect in the establishment of Yale College in 1700. As one of the original Trustees of the
institution, he was exceedingly active; and it was through his influence, in
no small degree, that the distinguished individual from whom it received its
name, was induced to make it the object of his liberal benefactions.*
Of the famous Synod held at Saybrook in 1708, for the purpose of forming a system that should better secure the ends of Church discipline and the
benefits of communion among the churches, Mr. Pierpont was a prominent
member. The "Articles" which were adopted as the Result of the Synod,
and which constitute the well known " Saybrook Platform," are said to have
been drawn up by him.
Mr. Pierpont died in the midst of his usefulness, on the 14th of November, 1714, at the age of fifty-five. His grave is covered by the church edifice belonging to the first parish in New Haven.
On the 27th of October, 1691, Mr. Pierpont was married to Abigail
Davenport, a grand-daughter of his predecessor in the pastoral ofiice. On
the 3d of February following, she was taken from him by death. The tradition is, that she died of a consumption which originated in a cold she took
the Sabbath after her marriage, from going to meeting, as the custom then
was, in her bridal dress. A little more than two years afterwards, (May 30,
1694,) Mr. Pierpont was married at Hartford to Sarah Haynes, a granddaughter of Governor Haynes. She died on the 7th of October, 1696,
leaving one daughter, who bore the name of his first wife. On the 26th of
July, 1698, he was married to jMary Hooker, a grand-daughter of Thomas
Hooker, the first pastor iu Hartford. This lady lived till November, 1740,
and was the mother of several children, one of whom became the wife of
Jonathan Edwards.
The only publication of Mr. Pierpont was a sermon preached at Boston,
in Cotton Mather's pulpit, in 1712, entitled "Sundry false hopes of Heaven
discovered and decryed." Mather introduces the sermon with a short preface, in which he says of the author. " He has been a rich blessing to the
Church of God." New Haven values him,—all Connecticut honours him,
—they have cause to do it."
Dr. Bacon writes thus concerning him: —
" T h a t we are not able to form so lively an idea of him as of Davenport, is partly
because his life was shorter, and was less involved in scenes of conflict, and partly, no
doubt, because his n a t u r e and the early discipline of Divine Providence had less fitted
him to m a k e himself conspicuous by the originality and energy of his character, and
to leave his image stamped with ineffaceable distinctness on tlie records of his times.
'• In the pulpit Mr. Pierpont was distinguished a m o n g his contemporaries. His personal appearance was altogether prepossessing. H e was eminent in the gift of prayer.
His doctrine was sound and discriminating, and his style was clear, lively and impressive, without any thing of the affected quaintness which characterized some of the
most eminent men of t h a t d a y . "
• Dwight, in his Life of Edwards, states that Mr. Pierpont read lectures to the students in Yale
l^ollege, as professor of Moral Philosophy. This, however, Dr. Bacon considers doubtful, as the
College was not removed from Saybrook till after Mr. Pierpont s death.
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WILLIAM WILLIAMS.*
1685—1741.
W I L L I A M W I L L I A M S was born at Newtown, Massachusetts, February
2, 1665. He was the son of Isaac and Martha (Peck) Williams, and the
grandson of Robert Williams of Roxbury,—the first of the name of Williams who settled in this country. His father was a man of some consideration in civil life, having, for five or six years, represented the town in
which he lived, iu the General Court. He appears also to have commanded
a military company.
He was graduated at Harvard College, in 1683,—his class consisting
of only three persons ; one of whom was his cousin,—afterwards the Rev.
John Williams of Deerfield, memorable for being taken captive by the
Indians.
In the year 1685, he was settled over the church in Hatfield, as successor to the Rev. Nathaniel Chauncy. Here he continued labouring with
great zeal, and exerting a wide infiuence, till death put a period to both his
ministry and his life.
Not long after his settlement at Hatfield, he was married to Eliza,
daughter of the Rev. Seaborn Cotton of Hampton, New Hampshire. By
this marriage he had three children :—namely, William, who was for many
years minister at Weston, Mass.; Elisha, who was Rector of Yale College ; and a daughter, who was married to Edward Partridge. He contracted a second marriage with a daughter of the Rev. Solomon Stoddard
of Northampton, and by her had five children :—namely, Solomon, afterwards the Rev. Dr. Williams of Lebanon, Conn. ; Israel, distinguished in
civil life, and an officer of note in the French and Indian wars ; and three
daughters, one of whom was married to the Rev. Jonathan Ashleyt of
Deerfield, Mass.
The following is a list of Mr. Williams' publications:—A Sermon at the
ordination of Stephen Williams, Long Meadow, 1716. The great Salvation explained in several Sermons, 1717
Massachusetts Election Sermon,
1719. A Sermon at the ordination of Warham Williams, Waltham, 1723.
A Sermon at the ordination of Nehemiah Bull, Westfield, 1726, [who was a
native of Long Island ; was graduated at Yale College in 1723; and died in
1740.] Convention Sermon, 172G. A Sermon on the death of the Rev.
Solomon Stoddard, 1729. The duty and interest of a Christian people to
be steadfast. Directions to obtain a true conversion, 1736.
Mr. AVilliams died, after a short illness, August 29, 1741, in the seventysixth year of his age, and the fifty-sixth of his ministry. His second wife
' Edward.?' Fun. Serm.—Allen's Biog. Diet.—Farmer's Gen. Reg.—Hist, of the Williams
Family.
t JONATHAN ASHLEY was a native of Westfield, Mass.; was graduated at Yale College in
17311; was ordained minister of Deerfield, Miis-p., in 17:8; and died in 178(1, aged sixty-seven.
He ijopses-eil a \it;orous inind, and was an earnest, pungent preacher. He published A Sermon
at the ordin.ation of John Norton at Deerfield, 1741 ; [wlio wiis graduated at Yale College in i 7.'17,
and (lied in 177S.] A Sermon on the great duty of cbaiily, 1712; A Sermon at the ordination
of .S;imucl Kendall at.\'ew Salem, 1742, [who w;is a native of Woburn; was graduated at Harvard
College in 17:!1 ; and died January 31, 17112, aged eighty-four.] A Letter tothe Bev. William
C'xiper in answer to his objections to Mr. Ashley's sermon, 1743; A Sermon on the death of the
Rer. Benjamin lleolittic [who was gradiintcd at Yale College in 1716; was ordained at Northfield, Mass., in 1718; and died Jan. 9, 1748, aged fifty-four.] Two Sermons at Deerfield., 1753.
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survived him. His funeral sermon was preached by the Rev. Jonathan
Edwards, from Matthew X i v . 12 ; and was published.
The following extract from Mr. Edwards' sermon, contains the most
extended view of his character, that is known to have been furnished by
any of his contemporaries : —
" God has now taken away from you an able and faithful minister of the New Testament,—one that has long been a father to you and a father in our Israel; a person of
uncommon natural abilities and distinguished learning, a great divine, of very comprehensive knowledge, and of a solid, accurate judgment. Judiciousness and wisdom
were eminently his character. He was one of eminent gifts, qualifying him for all
parts of the work of the ministry; and there appeared a savour of holiness in his exercise of those gifts, both in public and in private; so that he improved them as a servant of Christ and a man of God. He was not negligent of the talents which his Lord
had committed to him; you need not be told with what constant diligence he improved them, how studious at home, and how laborious in his public work. He ever
devoted himself to the work to which he was called: the ministry which he had received of the Lord he took heed to fulfil, and pursued it with a constant, and steadfast,
even mind, through all his diffleulties.
" You know his manner of addressing Heaven in his public prayers with you and for
you; with what sanctity, humility, faith and fervency, he seemed to apply himself to
the Father of Lights, from time to time, when he stood in this desk, as your mouth to
God; and interceding for you, pleading with God through the grace and merits of a
glorious Mediator. And you know his manner of applying himself to you, when he
came to you, from time to time, in the name of the Lord.
" In his public ministry, he mainly insisted on the most weighty and important
things of religion; he was eminently an evangelical preacher; evangelical subjects
seemed to be his delight. Christ was the great subject of his preaching; and he much
insisted on those things that did nearly concern the essence and power of religion; and
had a peculiar faculty of judiciously and clearly handling the doctrines he insisted on,
and treating properly whatever subject he took in hand; and of selecting the most
weighty arguments and motives to entbree, and set home those things that concern
Christian experience and practice. His subjects were always weighty, and his manner
of treating them peculiarly happy, showing the strength and accuracy of his judgment, and ever breathing forth the spirit of piety, and a deep sense of the things he
delivered, on his heart. His sermons were none of them mean, but were all wise, solid
compositions. His words were none of them vain, but all were weighty."
Dr. Charles Chauncy, in a letter to President Stiles, writes thus:—
" I have read all Mr. Stoddard's writings, but hare never been able to see in them
that strength of genius some have attributed to him. Mr. Williams of Hatfield, his
son-in-law, I believe to have been the greater man. and I am ready to think greater than
any of liis ow-n sons, though they were all men of more than common understanding.''
William Williams, the eldest son of Mr. Williams of Hatfield, was born
May 11, 1688 ; was graduated at Harvard College in 1705 ; was ordained
pastor of the church in Weston, November 2, 1709 ; and was dismissed by
a mutual council, October, 24, 1750. After his dismission, he remained in
the parish, and treated his successor, the Rev. Samuel Woodward,* with
uniform consideration and kindness. He died March 6, 1760, aged seventytwo. He published A Sermon at the ordination of David Hall, Sutton,
1729; at the Artillery Election, 1737; at the execution of P Kennison
for burglary, 1738 ; on Saving faith ; at the Election, 1 7 4 1 ; on the death
of Caleb Lyman, 1742.; on the death of his wife, 1745. He was married
to Miss Stoddard, daughter of the Rev. Solomon Stoddard of Northampton,,
and the eldest sister of his father's second wife. They had eight children—
three sons and five daughters. The eldest son, William, was born in 1713;
•SAMUEL WOODWARD was a native of Newton; was graduated at-Cambridge in 1748; was
ordained at Weston, September 25, 1751; and died October 6, 1782, aged fifty-six. He published A Sermon at the ordination of Joseph AVheeler, Harvard, 1759; A Sermon at the ordination
of John Marsh, Wethersfield, 1774; Commemorative Sermon at Lexington, 1779; Sermon on
occasion of the death of Cyrus Woodward, 1782.
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was one of the first settlers of Pittsfield, Mass.; was a Colonel in the
French war, a Judge of the Court in Berkshire county, &c., &c. He died
June, 17^.S, aged seventy-five. One of the daughters was married to the
llev. Joseph Buckminster of Rutland, Mass., the grandfather of the
the late Rev. Joseph Stevens Buckminster of Boston; another to the Rev.
John Scecombe,* and a third to Col. Oliver Partridge of Hatfield.
The other two sons of the Rev. William Williams of Hatfield, who were
clergymen,—namely. Dr. Solomon Williams of Lebanon, and the Rev.
Elisha Williams, Rector of Yale College, will form, each a distinct subject,
in chronological order.

SAMUEL LEE.f
1686—1691.
SAMUEL L E E was born in the city of London, in the year 1625.
He
bore the name of his father, who was a person of great respectability, and
he inherited from him a large estate. Having been, for some time, a pupil
at St. Paul's school, he was sent, in 1640, to the University of Oxford,
where he remained till 1648, when he was admitted to the degree of M. A.
He was soon settled in a Fellowship in Wadham College ; and, in 1656,
was appointed Proctor of the University. He was at that time a lecturer
in Great St. Helen's church in London. He was not silenced for nonconformity, as he had no preferment to lose. After the death of the Rev.
John Rowe, minister of a private nonconformist congregation in Holborn,
(London,) which took place in 1677, he became associated with the celebrated Theophilus Gale, as pastor of that church; but he could not have
retained his connection with it long, as, in September, 1679, we find him
settled at Bignal, near Bicester, in Oxfordshire. He was afterwards, for
some years, minister of an Independent church, at Newington Green, near
London. He was strongly advised to enter the Established Church, but he
had conscientious scruples which forbade him to entertain the idea. Being
apprehensive of, a still further invasion of the rights of conscience, he
resolved to migrate to New England; and accordingly, in the sumn]^r of
I'J^G, he landed on our shores. Shortly after his arrival, he was employed
to preach in the town of Bristol, Rhode Island ; and, on the organization
of a church there in May, 1687, he was chosen its pastor. His ministry,
however, in connection with that church, was very brief. As he came
hither to escape ecclesiastical tyranny, so, after the revolution of 1688, by
which a different state of things had been brought about, he resolved to
.return to his native country. He accordingly set out to return in 1 6 9 1 ;
but he was destined never again to set foot on English ground. He was
•JouN SEecOMBE was a native of Medford; was graduated at Harvard College in 1728; wag
ordained minister of llurvard, October 10, 17;i.3; was dismissed September 7, 1757; and preached
niany years after, at Ibilifax, Xcjva-Scotia, where he died in 1792, aged eighty-four. He publiihed A .Sertoon, preached at Halifax on the death of Abigail, wife of Jonathan Belcher, Ksq.,
1771.
fWood's Athenso O.Kon., II.—Noncon. Mem., I.—Mather's Mag., III.—Account of tha
origm of Bristol.—Allen's Biog. Diet.
VOL. I.
27
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captured by a French privateer, and carried into St. Maloe in France,
where he died about the close of the year 1691. He was buried outside
of the city as a heretic. There is a tradition that, before he sailed, he told
his wife that he had viewed a star which, according to the rules of astrology, presaged captivity.
Mr. Lee was regarded as one of the most learned men of his day. There
was scarcely a department of knowledge, whether in literature, science or
art, into which he had not penetrated. He devoted great attention at one
period to the study of astrology ; but he afterwards testified his disapprobation of it, by burning a hundred books which related to the subject. He
was conscientiously a nonconformist, but was far removed from every thing
like bigotry. He was a man of enlarged benevolence, and the poor were
very often sharers of his bounty. In a manuscript treatise on the eleventh
chapter of the Revelation, he expressed his belief that the period of twelve
hundred and sixty years would end between 1716 and 1736, and that the
broad wings of the eagle mean the Eastern and Western empires.
The following is a list of Mr. Lee's publications :—Chronicon Cestrense ;
an exact chronology of all the Rulers of Cheshire and Chester in Church
and State, from the foundation of the city, 1656. Orbis Miraculum, or
the temple of Solomon portrayed by Scripture light, folio, [printed at the
expense of the University,] 1659. De excidio Anti-Christi, folio, 1659.
A Sermon on the means to be used for the conversion of carnal relations,
1661. Contemplations on mortality, 1669. A Sermon on secret prayer,
1674. The visibility of the true church, 1675. The triumph of mercy in
the chariot of praise : a Discourse of secret and preventing mercies, 1677.
Two Discourses on the mournful state of the church, with a prospect of her
dawning of glory, 1679. A Dissertation on the ancient and successive state
of the Jews, with Scripture evidence of their future conversion, and establishment in their own land. [This is printed with Fletcher's Israel Redux.]
1679. The joy of faith, 1689. Answer to many queries relative to
America, to its natural productions, diseases, &c., 1690. The great day
of judgment: A Sermon preached before a Court at Bristol, 1695.
He also wrote a Preface to John Rowe's Immanuel, with his Life. His
" Triumph of Mercy" was much read in New England, and an edition of
it was printed in Boston in 1718.
Cotton Mather describes Mr. Lee's character as follows :—
" All that I shall say is, that if Learning ever merited a statue, this great man has
as ritjih an one due to him, as can be erected; for it must be granted that hardly ever a
more universally learned person trod the American strand.
"Live, 0 rare Lee; live, if not in our works, yet in thine own; ten or twelve of
which that have seen the light, will immortalize thee. But above all, thy Book De
Excidio Anti-Christi' shall survive and assist the funeral of the monster, whose
nativity is therein, with such exquisite study, calculated; and thy Book entitled
'Orbis Miraculum, or The Temple of Solomon,' shall proclaim thee to be a miracle
for thy vast knowledge, and a pillar in the Temple of thy God."
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CHARLES MORTON.*
1686—1698.
C H A R L E S MORTON was born at Pendavy, in the county of Cornwall,
England, in the year 1626. He was the eldest son of the R,ev. Nicholas
Morton, who, after having been ejected from one place for his nonconformity, in the reign of Charles the First, became the minister of St. Mary
Overy's, in Southwark, where he died. He descended from an ancient and
honourable family at Morton in Nottinghamshire, the seat of Thomas Morton, who was Secretary to King Edward the Third, in the fourteenth century. Two of his brothers were clergymen. At the age of fourteen, he
was sent by his grandfather to Wadham College, Oxford, where he distinguished himself for his vigorous and successful application to study, and at
the same time, like his grandfather, who was a great royalist, showed himself very zealous for the ceremonies of the Established Church. When the
civil wars came on, he was led to make observations on the comparative
degrees of morality evinced by the two great parties, favourable to the party that espoused the cause of the Parliament; and this led him into a course
of inquiry that resulted in his becoming a Puritan. While he was a Fellow of the College, he was much distinguished as a scholar, and particularly in the department of mathematics. After leaving College, he became
the minister of Blisland,—the place from which his father had been previously ejected for nonconformity; and here he lived as a conformist several
years. After being ejected from this living by the Act of Uniformity in
1662, he retired to the parish of St. Ives, where he lived in a small house
of his own, and preached privately to a few people in a neighbouring village.
Here he continued till the great fire in London, which occasioned him a
heavy loss, and, in consequence of which, he removed to the city with a
view to superintend the management of his concerns. Through the influence of some of his friends, he was induced now to engage in the business of
teaching youth, for which he possessed extraordinary qualifications. With
this view he settled at Newington Green, where he educated a large number of young men, many of whom were afterwards distinguished in both
Church and State. He was not only a highly accomplished scholar, but he
had a remarkable facility at communicating knowledge, and rendered himself a great favourite with his pupils by his winning and agreeable manners.
His object in establishing this school, was to supply, in some measure, to
dissenters, the privileges of the National Universities, from which they
were excluded ; and, with a view to this, he not only carried his pupils
through the ordinary literary and scientific course, but also gave lectures
to those who were preparing for professional life.

Mr. Morton continued at Newington Green, engaged in the business of
instruction, twenty years. But at length, in consequence of being subjected to repeated and embarrassing processes from the Bishops' Courts, he
found himself obliged to relinquish this employment. And, as the aspect of
public aff'airs in England, at that time, promised little either for his comfort
or usefulness, he quickly came to the resolution of casting in his lot with
•Noncon. Mem., I.—Buddington's Hist, of the First chureh, Charlegto\vii.
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the adventurers to New England. I t had been intimated to him that if he
were to remove hither, he might probably succeed to the Presidency of
Harvard College ; and this is supposed to have had some influence in inducing him to emigrate. But when he arrived, the political condition of the
country was so much changed, in consequence of the arbitrary course pursued by James the Second, that it was thought at least inexpedient to place
at the head of the College one so obnoxious to the government as Mr. Morton. The of&ce of Vice President, however, was created for him ; and it is
not improbable that h^ would have been chosen President, if his life had
been prolonged. He read lectures on Philosophy at his own house, which
were attended not only by several young men who followed him to this
country for the benefit of his instruction, but also by a number of students
from the College. This, however, gave offence to the Corporation, which
led him, after a short time, to discontinue it.
Mr. Morton arrived in this country in July, 1686, and on the 5th of
November following, was solemnly inducted into the pastoral ofiice at
Charlestown. The ceremony of the imposition of hands, which had been
observed until this time, was now dispensed with, at Mr. Morton's own
request; though some of the ministers present seem not to have readily
fallen in with the omission. Mr. Morton preached on the occasion, from
Romans i. 16 ; and in his sermon alluded very pithily to the 5th of November, the day of his ordination, which was the anniversary of Thanksgiving
in England for deliverance from the Gunpowder Treason.
Mr. Morton was about sixty years of age, when he was settled as minister of
Charlestown ; and he continued in the active discharge of his duties there
about ten years. In 1694, after his vigour had begun manifestly to abate,
an effort was made to procure Mr. Ebenezer Pemberton, then a recent graduate at Cambridge, to be his colleague ; but Mr. P declined the proposal
from a wish to remain longer at the College ; and a second movement seems
to have been made in reference to the same object, but without any better
success. After this, in May, 1697, a call was made to Mr. Simon Bradstreet ; but it seems to have been declined at that time, though he subsequently became the pastor of the church. Mr. Morton, therefore,'remained
without a colleague to the close of life. During his last year his health
was in a very precarious state. Judge Sewall's last interview with him was
on the 8th of April, and he afterwards made the following record of it:—
" I was told he was asleep; but went in, and when I drew nigh his bedside, he
earnestly stretched out his flaming hand to me, and strove to speak, but could not. I
think the first I heard him say was, ' I Sir.' I asked him how he did in such long
illness. He at first said,—' That which can't be cured must be endured;' but seemed
presently after to correct himself and say,—' I desire particularly to submit to the
hand of God.' A while after I said,—' Ton cannot speak to me, but you can speak to
God, which is a thousand times better. I pray that God would help you to speak to
Him, and that He would graciously hear you when you do speak.' He seemed to lie
still in a listening posture, and made a little pause and said,—' Excellent things ! if I
could receive them and live up to them !' Before this, he said something about his
man Tiler,—that he heard he was become a new man. When I took leave he said, 'I
wish you well, and all your family.' I told him I doubted not but that I should fare
the better for his blessing."
Mr. Morton died on the 11th of April, 1698, at the age of seventy-one.
His funeral took place on the 14th; and was attended by the principal
members of the Court, the of&cers of the College, (of which he Was Vice
President,) and the students who preceded the hearse and led the procession. He left a legacy of fifty pounds to the President and Fellows of
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Harvard College, for the benefit of the College, and left it to the discretion of his executor to dispose of " a l l his philosophical writings, sermon
notes, pamphlets, mathematical instruments, and other r a r i t i e s . "
H e published the following works : — T h e L i t t l e Peace Maker.
Foolish
Pride, the Make-Bait, 1674. A Discourse on improving the county of
Cornwall, (a p a r t of which, on sea sand for m a n u r e , is printed in the P h i losophical Transactions for April, 1675.) T h e way of good men for wise
men to walk in, 1 6 8 1 . The gaming h u m o u r considered and reproved, 1684.
Debts d i s c h a r g e d ; with some meditations in m e t r e , 1684. Season B i r d s :
an inquiry into the sense of J e r e m i a h "viii. 7. Meditations on the H i s t ory of the first fourteen chapters of E x o d u s , &c. T h e spirit of man : Meditations on I . Thess. v . 2 3 . Of common places, or memorial books. Considerations on the new river. L e t t e r to a friend to prove money not so
necessary as imagined. The A r k , its loss and recovery. Most of these
works are brief, as he was a g r e a t enemy to large volumes, and used often
to s a y , — " A great b o o k i s a great e v i l . " Two of his manuscripts are still preserved in this c o u n t r y ; one, entitled " C o m p e n d i u m physical ex authoribus
extractum," in the American A n t i q u a r i a n Society's L i b r a r y ; the other,
entitled " A. complete system of N a t u r a l Philosophy in general and special."
in the L i b r a r y of Bowdoin College.
Dr. Calamy says of Mr. M o r t o n , —
'' He was of a healthy constitution, of a sweet natural temper, and of a generous
public spirit; an indefatigable friend; a pious, learned, ingenious, useful man;
beloved and valued by all who knew him."
The following is an e x t r a c t from t h e J o u r n a l of J o h n D u n t o n , a man
who had some celebrity in his day, who came to Boston shortly after M r .
Morton's arrival in the country : —
'' Upon my coming to Boston, I heard that the Rev. Mr. Morton, so much celebrated in England for his piety and learning, was just arrived from England, and with
him his kinsman, Dr. Morton, the physician. The news of Mr. Morton's arrival was
received here with extraordinary joy by the people in general; and they had reason for
it, for bL-sides his being a useful man in fitting young men for tlie ministry, he always
gave a mighty character of New England, which occasioned many to fly to it from the
persecution which was then raging in London. * * * i know it would be presumptuous in me to draw Mr. Morton's character; yet, being personally acquainted
with him, I cannot but attempt something like it. His conversation shovi'ed him a
gentleman: he was the very soul of philosophy; the several manuscripts he writ for
the use of his private academy sufficiently showed this. He was the repository of all
arts and sciences, and of the graces too. His discourses were not stale and studied,
but always new and occasional; for whatever subject was at any time started, he had
still some pleasant and pert story for it. His sermons were high, but not soaring;
practical, but not low; his memory was vast as his knowledge, yet (so great was his
humility) he knew it the least of any man: he was as free from pride as ignorance,
and if we may judge of a man's religion by his charity, (and can we go by a surer
rule ?) he was a sincere Christian."
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JOHN WILLIAMS.*
1686—1729.
J O H N W I L L I A M S was the grandson of Robert Williams, who came to
this country and settled in Roxbury, about the year 1638. He was the son
of Samuel Williams, eldest son of Robert, who was a man of considerable
repute, and held the ofiice of Deacon in the church at Roxbury for many
years. His mother's maiden name was Theoda Park. He was born at
Roxbury, December 10, 1644. Through the generosity of his honoured
and pious maternal grandfather. Deacon William Park, he received a liberal education, and was graduated at Harvard College in 1683. He
was preaching in Deerfield, Mass., as early as the spring of 1686;
though his ordination did not take place till the 17th of October, 1688.
Shortly after his settlement, he was married to Eunice, daughter of Eleazar
Mather of Northampton, by whom he had nine children,—seven sons and
two daughters.
At the commencement of Mr. Williams' ministry, the country was far
from being in a state of peace with the Indians, and Deerfield was a frontier
settlement, constantly exposed to their ferocious attacks. In the beginning
of 1704, information was received from Col. Schuyler of Albany, that the
enemy were meditating an attack upon Deerfield; and the government at
the solicitation of Mr. Williams, ordered twenty soldiers as a guard. On
the night of the 28th of February, the watch patrolled the streets ; but,
before morning, fell asleep. Three hundred French and Indians from Canada, under the command of Major Hertel de Rouville, who had been
hovering about the town for some time, took advantage of the unfaithfulness
of the guard to surprise the garrison. A party of Indians broke open Mr.
Williams' house, while he was in a profound sleep ; and, as soon as he was
awakened, he snatched his pistol from the tester, and presented it to the
breast of the foremost Indian ; but, providentially, it missed fire. The savages then seized and bound him, while two of his children and a negro
woman of his family were murdered at the threshold of the door. His wife
and all his children, except his eldest son, with himself, were compelled
immediately to begin their march towards Canada. His wife, who had
scarcely recovered from a late confinement, in wading a small river on the
second day, fell down from exhaustion, and was shortly after despatched
by a single blow of a tomahawk. A few hours previous to this, Mr. Williams had been suffered to walk with her a short distance, when they comforted and encouraged each other, by talking of the precious hopes which
Christianity inspires of a glorious world to come. Her remains were soon
after recovered by a party from Deerfield, and brought back for burial; and
the place where they were laid is marked by a monument, the inscription
upon which is still legible. About twenty other prisoners were murdered,
because their bodily strength was found inadequate to the march. At length,
after a journey of three hundred miles through the wilderness, during which
he was constantly witnessing the most heart-rending scenes, he arrived in
Canada. He was now treated by the French, not only with great humanity, but
•Redeemed Captive.—History of the Williams family.
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with marked courtesy ; though, during his residence here, he had to encounter severe trials from the vigorous and persevering efforts that were made to
convert him to Romanism. His Indian master, finding all other expedients
to fail, at length raised his hatchet over his head, and threatened him with
instant death, if he did not cross himself and kiss the crucifix. But he stood
firm to his principles, and the Indian did not execute his threat. Mr. Williams, after a series of vicissitudes, too numerous to be detailed in this sketch,
was finally redeemed from savage hands by Governor Vaudreuil, and arrived
safely in Boston on the 21st of November, 1706, in a vessel which had been
sent to Quebec by Governor Dudley. The number of captives who left Canada at the same time was fifty-seven, among whom were two of Mr. Williams'
children. He had a daughter, Eu7iice, ten years of age, and many friends
and neighbours left behind, and he earnestly solicited his Christian friends
to pray that God would mercifully interpose for their deliverance.
Mr. Williams did not immediately return to Deerfield, after his release
from captivity; and he probably had some doubts whether he should resume
his former charge. But, on the 30th of November, 1706,—nine or ten
days after his arrival at Boston, the town of Deerfield chose commissioners
'• to go down to the Bay, and, in their behalf, to act and treat with him in
order to his resettlement with them again in the work of the ministry."
After serious consideration, he accepted the call,—though the war was still
raging with unabated fury, and the inhabitants were kept in a constant state
of alarm.
Mr. Williams was married again, soon after his second settlement at Deerfield, to Abigail Allen, of Windsor, Connecticut, a cousin of his former
wife. By this marriage he had five children, three sons and two daughters.
Mr. Williams' salary was, for some time, probably too small to support
him ; and the General Court allowed him two islands in Connecticut river,
opposite the north part of the town of Deerfield,—now called Corse's and
Smead's islands, containing between thirty and forty acres, in consequence
of his petitioning in behalf of the town for an extension of its territories.
In 1707, the town voted to build him a house " as big as Ensign Sheldon's,
and a back room as big as may be thought convenient." In 1724-25, they
manifested their continued attachment by voting to furnish his wood, in
addition to his salary, and to procure him " t h e value of sixty ordinary
loads in the year."
In connection with his professional duties, he is said to have given much
attention to scientific subjects. He left behind him various productions in
manuscript, some of which are of no small interest,—showing that he had
a philosophical turn of mind, and had made very respectable progress in
natural science.
The following are Mr. Williams' publications :—Warnings to the unclean:
A .''^eniinn preached at Springfield at the execution of Sarah Smith, 1698.
God in the camp ; or the only way for a people to engage the presence of
God with their armies : Sermon at the Boston Lecture, 1706. The
redeemed captive returning to Zion : a faithful history of remarkable occurrences in the captivity and delivcraiico of Mr. John Williams, &c., 1706.
A serious word to the posterity of holy men, calling upon them to exalt
their fathers' God: Being tlie alistraet of a number of Sermons, 1729.
He preached the Annual Sermon before the convention of ministers in Massachusetts in 1728; but it ajipcars not to have been published.
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This venerable man was seized with a fit of apoplexy on the morning of
June 9th, 1729, which deprived him at once of the exercise of reason and
the power of speech, and terminated his life three days after. His funeral
sermon was preached by the Rev. Isaac Chauncy of Hatfield.
The following obituary notice, written, as it would seem, by one of Mr.
Williams' parishioners, appeared in the Boston News Letter shortly after
his death:—
"God who flrst sent him to us, and inclined his heart to settle •with us in our small
beginning, hath made him a great blessing unto us. His heart was engaged in his
work, and was abundant in his labours, both in season and out of season, plainly,
faithfully and frequently warning, urging and instructing both elder and younger unto
piety and perseverance in it. He was much in prayer and singularly gifted in it.
We hope, through grace, he hath left many seals of his ministry among us.
" The Divine Providence which fixed his post in one of the frontier towns of the
Province, fitted him for it by giving him patience and cheerfulness of spirit; so that
he was wonderfully carried through all the difiiculties, distractions and dangers that
he encountered. And his prayers, counsel and example did not a little contribute to
the support and encouragement of his people from time to time."

Mr. Williams' second wife died June 21, 1754, and is buried by the side
of her husband in the old burying ground at Deerfield. She was born
October 17, 1672. Her funeral sermon also was preached by the Rev. Mr.
Chauncy of Hadley.
Three of Mr. Williams' sons (all by the first marriage,) were highly
respectable clergymen. Eleazar, who was absent from Deerfield, when
the town was destroyed, was born July 1, 1688 ; was graduated at Harvard
College in 1708 ; was ordained pastor of the church at Mansfield, Conn.,
October 10, 1710 ; was married to Mary H o b a r t ; and died September 21,
1742, aged fifty-four. He preached the Connecticut Election Sermon in
1723, which was published. Stephen forms the subject of a distinct article. Warham was born September 7, 1699, was carried captive with his
father to Canada, when he was but four years old ; was graduated at Harvard College in 1719; studied theology under the Rev. Solomon Stoddard
of Northampton, who was married to his maternal grandmother: was
ordained minister of Watertown, West Precinct, (now Waltham,) June 11,
1723; was married to Abigail Leonard of Newton, May 23, 1728; and
died June 22, 1751. The last sermon he preached was on the 10th of
February, 1751, from I I . Thess. i. 7. As he was pronouncing the benediction, he was struck with palsy; and, though he lingered somewhat more
than four months, he never recovered. His wife died September 18, 1789,
aged eighty-six.
Mr. Williams' daughter, Eunice, was born Septemqer 17, 1696, and was
carried captive to Canada, when she was in her eighth year. At the time
Mr. Williams was redeemed, she was left among the Indians, and no money
could procure her redemption. She soon forgot the English language, married an Indian, and became thoroughly conformed to Indian views and
habits. On one occasion she visited Deerfield, in her Indian dress. On a
Sabbath morning, while there, she was induced to attend meeting in her
father's church, and submitted to be dressed after the English fashion ; but,
in the afternoon, she indignantly threw off the strange attire, and resumed
her Indian blanket. Every effort was made to induce her to return to civilized life, but without the least success. In 1740, she made her first visit to
her brother Stephen at Longmeadow. I t was with dif&culty that she was
prevailed on to come to Albany; and she resolutely determined to come no
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farther, lest she should be detained ; but she and her husband (whose name
was John do Rogers) were finally persuaded to visit Longmeadow to meet
other members of the family. Finding that, although they were urged to
stay, no compulsion was used towards them, they came the next year with
two children, and remained several months, visiting their friends in Boston
and elsewhere. The Legislature of the State offered them a tract of land,
if they would plant themselves in New England, but she positively refused,
on the ground that it would endanger her soul. She visited Longmeadow
twice afterwards. She died about 1786, at the age of ninety.
Esther, another of Mr. Williams' daughters, was born April 10, 1691,
was taken captive by the Indians with her father, and was carried to Quebec
and educated there. She returned and married the Rev. Joseph Meacham
of Coventry, Coun., became the mother of eight children, and died
March 12, 1751. Mr. Meacham was a native of Enfield, Conn.; was graduated at Harvard College in 1710; was settled in the ministry at Coventry
in October, 1714 ; and died December 16, 1752, in his sixty-seventh year.
Abigail, a daughter of Mr. Williams by his second marriage, was born
September 7, 1708 ; was first married to Col. Hinsdale, who died in 1763 ;
was afterwards married to Col. Benjamin Hall of Cheshire, who died in
1773 ; and after his death was married to Col. Benjamin Silliman of Fairfield. After Col. Silliman's decease, she returned to Deerfield, where she
died December 3, 1781. Her remains were carried to Hinsdale and buried
beside those of her first husband.

NEHEMIAH* AND THOMASf WALTER.
1688—1750.
1718—1724.
NEHEMIAH W A L T E R was born in Ireland, in December, 1663. His
parents were originally from Lancashire, England. He received the rudimc'iits of his education in his native country; and such was his proficiency
in the Latin language, that at the age of thirteen, he could convej'se in it
fluently. As early as the year 1679, his father, Thomas Walter, came to
New England and settled in Boston. He first put his son to learn a trade,
but finding that his tendencies were decidedly intellectual and literary, he
placed him under the care of the celebrated Mr. Cheever, who, after a short
time, pronounced him well fitted for College. He soon entered at Cambridge, and was graduated in 1684.
Shortly after leaving College, he went to Nova Scotia, and became domesticate I in a French family, for the sake of acquiring their language. He
did acquire it in great perfection ; insomuch that he was enabled in the later
perioils of his life, to preach to a Society of French Protestants in Boston,
in the absence of their pastor. After his return from Nova Scotia, he pursued his studies for some time at Cambridge, and was appointed a Fellow
of the College.
* Life prefaced to his Sermons by Prince and Foxcroft.—Eliot's and Allen's Biog. Diet.
t Cotton Mather's Fun. Serm.—Eliot's and Allen's Biog. Diet.
V O L . I.
28
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John Eliot, who was settled at Roxbury, hearing him preach, was so
much delighted with him, that he declared at once that he must have him
for his colleague. Mr. (afterwards Governor) Dudley was opposed to his
being called without a longer trial; but he ultimately approved the choice.
He was ordained as colleague with Eliot, on the 17th of October, 1688,
when he was in his twenty-fifth year.
Mr. Walter preached a few years after his settlement without a manuscript, according to the custom of the day; but his memory having been
impaired by a severe illness, he was obliged, from that time, to keep his manuscript before him. His venerable colleague, who lived but about two years
after Mr. Walter's settlement, ever held him in the highest estimation, and
predicted with great confidence that he would be one of the most brilliant
lights of the New England pulpit.
About the year 1717, in consequence, as was supposed, of excessive
application to study and other labours incident to his profession, he contracted a vertigo, which for some time rendered him incapable of all intellectual
labour, and obliged him to suspend the exercise of his ministry. On thia
occasion, his people kept a day of fasting and prayer; and many ministers
and others from the neighbouring towns joined in their supplications that
their pastor might be restored to health and usefulness. About the same
time, he was induced to try the effect of a journey, in consequence of reading a book which one of the Boston ministers put into his hands, on the
importance of exercise; and the result was, that he gradually recovered his
health, and was able to return to his accustomed duties.
For about twenty-eight years, Mr. Walter sustained the pastoral ofiice
without a colleague ; but, on the 19th of October, 1718, he had the pleasure
of seeing his son, Thomas, set apart to share with him the duties of the ministry. But the death of his son which occurred within a little more than
five years after his ordination, devolved upon the father again the -ivhole pastoral care ; though his people were careful to relieve him by furnishing him
occasional assistance. Both his bodily and mental faculties were remarkably
continued to him ; and age contributed greatly to brighten his Christian
graces. On the 25th of December, 1749, he had so far declined as to be
unable to leave his house; and, from that time till his death, (September
17, 1750,) he was manifestly tending towards the grave, and rapidly growing in preparation for Heaven. He suffered little pain, and most of his
waking hours seemed to be passed in silent devotion. He was within three
months of having completed his eighty-seventh year.
The following is a list of Mr. Walter's publications :—The body of death
anatomized : An Essay on the sense of indwelling sin in the regenerate
Lecture at Boston, 1707. A Sermon on the wonderfulness of Christ, 1713.
A plain Discourse on vain thoughts, 1721. Faithfulness in the ministry:
A Convention Sermon. 1723. Practical Discourses on the Holiness of
Heaven, 1726'. Unfruitful hearers detected and warned: A Sermon, 1754.
A Posthumous volume of Sermons on Isaiah L"V., 1755.
Dr. Eliot says of Mr. Walter,—
" H e was indeed an admirable preacher, as well as a fine scholar. His discourses
were always studied, and he delivered them with great animation, though with a feeble voice. He always had a very delicate bodily frame, and was very small of stature.
His character and preaching were often the subject of praise to young candidates.
When he was very old, he preserved the affection of the people and the esteem of the
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public. Being a meek and humble Christian, he had his conversation inth;3 simplicity
of truth and sincerity of the Gospel."
Dr. Colman r e m a r k e d concerning h i m , — " W h e n one is hearing M r .
Walter, it seems as if a n y m a n could preach so, y e t few can equal h i m . "
And Mr. P e m b e r t o n was accustomed t o s a y , — " I know no man that in his
preaching, reconciles perspicuity with accuracy, like M r . W a l t e r . "
31r. Whitefield, who saw Mr. W a l t e r in 1740, calls h i m a good old P u r i tan, and s a y s , — " I had b u t little conversation with h i m , m y stay was so
short; b u t I remember he told me he was glad to hear I said t h a t m a n
was half a devil and half a b e a s t . "
Mr. W a l t e r was married in early life to Sarah, d a u g h t e r of Increase
blather, by whom he had t h r e e sons and two d a u g h t e r s .
T H O M A S W A L T E R , N e h e m i a h W a l t e r ' s second son, was born on t h e 1 3 t h

of December, 1696, and was graduated at H a r v a r d College in 1 7 1 3 . H e
was ordained as his father's colleague, on t h e 1 9 t h of October, 1718 ; was
married on the 25th of December, of t h e same year, to R e b e c k a h , d a u g h t e r
of the R e v . J o s e p h Belcher* of D e d h a m ; and died J a n u a r y 1 0 , 1 7 2 4 ,
aged twenty-eight. I n his last illness, he was for some time distressed with
doubts in respect to his own personal religion, b u t at length his apprehensions were removed and he s a i d , — " I shall b e t h e most glorious instance of
sovereign grace in all H e a v e n . " H i s funeral sermon was preached b y D r .
Cotton Mather.
Thomas W a l t e r published Grounds and rules of music explained, 1 7 2 1 ;
The sweet Psalmist of I s r a e l : A Sermon at t h e L e c t u r e i r B o s t o n , b y t h e
Society for promoting regular and good singing, &c., 1 7 2 2 ; T h e Scriptures
the only rule of faith a n d p r a c t i c e : A Sermon a t t h e Boston L e c t u r e , 1 7 2 3 ;
An Essay upon t h a t paradox—Infallibility m a y sometimes mistake, 1 7 2 4 .
Dr. Eliot says of h i m , —
" He possessed a very extraordinary genius, having all his father's vivacity and
richness of imagination, with more vigour of intellect. When he was at College, he
was not a hard student, and was too fond of company. His intimate associate was
John Checkley, who had much learning with his wit and humour. This was a grief
to his father and his uncle. Dr. Cotton Mather, who warned him to beware of that
man; but however he might be attached to his friend for his companionable (qualities,
he soon entered into a public .iltercation with him upon theological sentiments.
Checkley wrote certain dialogues upon predestination, in which he threw sarcasms
upon the religion of our fathers, which Mr. AValter answered."
Dr. Chauncy in his " Sketch of eminent men in New E n g l a n d , " s a y s , —
" Mr, Walter of Roxbury, son of the old gentleman, Nehemiah, who for more than
sixty years was pastor of the chureh there, I was acquainted with, and often had
occasion to admire for the superlative excellence of his natural and acquired accomplishments. His genius was universal, and yet surprisingly strong. He seemed to
have almost an intuitive knowledge of everythmg. There was no subject but he was
perfectly acquainted with it; and such was the power he had over hi's thoughts and
words, that he could readily and without any pains write and speak just what he
•would. He loved company aiid diversion,—which prevented his being the greatest
student; and he had no need to study much, for his powers were so quick and retentive tliat he heard nothing but it became his own, so as that he could afterwards use
it as occasion off Med. He made himself master of almost Doctor Cotton Mather's
learning, by taking frequent opportunities of conversing with him. I suppose he
gained more learning this way than most others would liave done by a whole life's
hard study. You may read his character as given by his uncle in his sermon on his
•JOSEPH BELCHER wa.'? graduated at Harvard College in 1690; was ordained at Dedham, Nov.
-I', 1693; and died suddenly, April 27, 1723, aged fifty-tbree. lie pulished the Mass Election
iM'nnon, 17111 ; TWD Fiist Sermons, 1710; A Sermon at the ordination of Nathaniel Cotton, 1721;
[who was born at Sandwich: was graduated at Ilarvnrd College in 1717; was ordained at IBristol,
R- I., Aug. 30, 1721; and died July 3, 1729, aged thirty-two.]
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death. He died in the prime of life; otherwise he would have been more known iu
the world as one of the first in New England of our truly great men."
Nehemiah Walter had another son, Nathaniel, who was graduated at
Harvard College in 1729 ; was ordained pastor of the Second church in
Roxbury, July 10, 1734; and died March 11, 1776.

BENJAMIN WADSWORTH.*
1693—1737
B E N J A M I N WADS-WORTH was the son of Capt. Samuel Wadsworth, who
distinguished himself by his courage, and fell in battle with the Indians, at
Sudbury, Mass., in the year 1676 : the spot on which he fell is designated
by a monument which this son, in after life, caused to be erected to his
memory. Benjamin, who was his father's seventh son, was born at Milton,
Mass., in the year 1669. Sometime after his father's death, he entered
Harvard College, where he maintained a highly respectable standing, and
was graduated in 1690. Having devoted the three succeeding years chiefly
to the study of Theology, and received license to preach the Gospel, he was
invited, in November, 1693, to become assistant teacher in the First
church in Boston, with an understanding that he should preach once a
month. He accepted the invitation, and continued to preach in this capacity the greater part of the time till the 8th of September, 1696, when he
was fully inducted to his office by the neighbouring ministers, as colleague
with the Rev. Messrs. Allen and Baily.
After the death of President Leverett of Harvard College, in 1724, considerable difficulty was experienced in regard to the appointment of a successor ; and the College actually remained without a President somewhat
more than a year. At length, in June, 1725, Mr. Wadsworth was chosen
to fill the office ; and though it was a great sacrifice to him to leave his
flock, and an equal sacrifice to them to part with him, yet, from considerations of duty, they mutually agreed to a separation; and they parted, not
indeed without deliberation and prayer, but without the formality of a dismissing council. He continued to preach to them, in his turn, for some
time after his removal to Cambridge ; and he ever afterwards retained their
friendship, and, at his death, left a legacy to the poor of the church.
His inauguration as President took place on Commencement day, July 7,
1725. The Lieutenant Governor having, in due form, invested him with
the authority of President, he returned the following answer:—
" I thankfully acknowledge the respect shown me by the Reverend Corporation, especially by your Honour, and the Honoured and Reverend Overseers. I freely own
myself unworthy of the honour to which I am called. But I think the call of Providence, (which I desire to eye in all things,) is so loud and plain that I dare not refuse
it. I desire to have my whole dependance on the great God, my Saviour, for all the
wisdom and grace needful for me in this weighty service. I hope, by his help, I shall,
show all proper allegiance to our Sovereign Lord, King George, and obedience to his
laws in this Province, and endeavour to promote the same among all I shall be concerned with. I shall endeavour to take the best care I can of the College, directing

* Sermons on his death by Sewall, Appleton and Wigglesworth.—Emerson's Hist, of the First
church, Boston.—Peirce's Hist. Harv. Coll.—Quiney's do.
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and ordering the members and affairs of it, according to the constitution, laws and
otatutes thereof. I desire the earnest prayers of God's people, that the Grod of all
grace would make me faithftil and successful, in the very great service l a m called to."

It was not long after he entered upon the duties of the presidency,'before
his health became seriously impaired; and, during the rest of his life, it
could scarcely be said that he was ever otherwise than an invalid. He,
however, by husbanding his strength to the utmost, was enabled to discharge
his official duties without much interruption, besides devoting a good deal
of time to study. He was confined at last for a few weeks only to his sick
chamber, during which time he enjoyed, in a high degree, the gracious presence of his Redeemer. JThe Rev. Mr. Foxcroft, who had been his colleague
in the First church in Boston, thus describes his closing scene, in a sermon
occasioned by his death:—
" The Lord stood with him in his last encounters, and strengthened him on the bed
of languishing, with strength in his soul. As his outward man perished, the inward
man was renewed, day by day; for which cause he fainted not; but lay calm and
patient, strong in faith and full of humble submission; desiring to depart and be with
Christ, and wishing the blessed time might be hastened, yet still resigned to the will
of his Heavenly Father. Favoured with living comforts in his expiring moments, he
could and did, with a lively hope, commit his soul into the hands of his dear Redeemer, in whom he had believed, and whom he had preached and served; leaving his dying
testimony for Christ, his truths and ways; trembling for the ark of God, and praying
for the peace of Jerusalem, commending all about him to God and to the word of his
grace, and expressing the best wishes in solemn manner for one and another that made
their respectful visits to him."

He died March 16, 1737, in the sixty-eighth year of his age, and the
twelfth year of his presidency. At his funeral, which was solemnized with
appropriate honours, Mr. Tutor Flynt delivered an eloquent and pathetic
oration in Latin, which was published. Doctors Sewall, Appleton and Wigglesworth, preached on the occasion of his death at Cambridge, and Mr.
Foxcroft at Boston ; and the several discourses were printed.
The following is a list of President Wadsworth's publications:—An
Artillery Election Sermon, 1700. A Sermon on mutual love and peace
among Christians, 1700. Exhortations to piety, 1702. Men worse in
their carriage to God than one another: Psalms sung with grace in the
heart: A pious tongue, an enriching treasure:—Three Sermons, 1706.
Great and last judgment: in several Sermons, 1709. An Essay to do good,
by a dissuasive from tavern haunting and excessive drinking ; with a Lecture Sermon, 1710. A Sermon on assembling at the House of God, 1710.
The highest dwelling with the lowest: A Sermon, 1711. Five Sermons :
namely, the first on the 30th of September 1711,—being the last delivered
in the old meeting house, which was burnt, October 2, 1711 ; the second
at the South meeting house in Boston, on the 7th of October, 1711,—being
the-first Lord's day after the fire; the third on the 18th of December,
l i l l , being—a Fast kept by the old church, occasioned by the burning of
their meeting house ; the fourth on the 3d of May 1713,—being the first in
the Brick meeting house, where the former was burnt; the fifth, on the 12th
of November, 1713,—being a Thanksgiving Sermon for God's goodness in
providing a new meeting house for the old church : with a preface giving
some account of the fire. Fraud and injustice detected and condemned: A Sermon, 1711. The well ordered family: A Sermon, 1712.
Explanation of the Assembly's Catechism, 1714. A help to get knowledge,
yiU. Advice to the sick and well, 1714. Early seeking of God earnestly recommended, in two Sermons, 1715. Invitation to the Gospel feast:
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eleven sermons, 1715. The Saint's prayer to escape temptation: A Sermon, 1715. A Discourse on the death of Isaac Addington, 1715. Election Sermon, 1716. The Churches shall know that Christ searchcth the
hearts: A Fast Sermon, 1717
Twelve Sermons on various subjects, 1717.
Essay for spreading the Gospel into ignorant places : A Sermon, 1718.
Constant preparedness for death a constant duty: A Sermon at Boston,
1718.
Fervent zeal against flagrant wickedness : A Lecture at Boston,
1718.
Benefits of a good, and mischiefs of an evil, conscience, in fourteen
sermons, 1719. The Gospel not opposed but by the devil and mens lusts:
Lecture Sermon at Boston, 1719. Vicious courses procuring poverty,
described and condemned : A Lecture Sermon at Boston, 1719. Some considerations about Baptism, managed by way of dialogue between a minister
and his neighbour, 1719. The Lord's day proved to be the Christian Sabbath, 1720. Guide for the doubting, and cordial for the fainting saint,
1720.
Faithful warnings against bad company : A Sermon, 1722. Christ's
fan in his hand, 1722. Imitation of Christ a Christian duty, 1722. A dialogue between a minister and his neighbour on the Lord's Supper, 1724. Surviving servants of God carrying on the work of the deceased: A Sermon at
Cambridge on the death of President Leverett, 1724. It is honourable, not
shameful, to suflFer: A Sermon, 1725. None but the righteous saved.
Dr. Sewall, in his sermon occasioned by President Wadsworth's death,
thus describes his character : —
" Of him, a Reverend person acquainted with him from his youth, testifleth, 'that
in his early youth he was singularly grave but affable, meek but manly, reverent to
his superiors, courteous to his juniors, prudent in all his behaviour; a hard student,
a good scholar, and ever esteemed to be sincerely pious.'
*
*
*
* His
favourite study was divinity: and it must be acknowledged that he was an orthodox
and judicious divine, well accomplished and spirited for the work of the ministry.
This, his labours with his beloved hock, and his printed works testify. His prayers
were devout and fervent. His sermons were delivered from a.strong and faithful memory; and often with that affection which had an happy tendency, by God's blessing, to
enkindle the like flame in the hearts of his hearers. His preaching was plain and
practical, scriptural and powerful. In doctrine he showed uucorruptness, gravity,
sincerity, sound speech that cannot be condemned. And if you consider him as a textuary, 1 suppose it will be granted that he was second to few, if any; having laid up
God's weld in his heart, and being able to bring forth out of his good treasure in arioh
abundance. He was diligent to know the state of his flock and looked well to them,
feeding both the sheep and lambs, from love to Christ. He taught publicly and from
house to house. He visited the fatherless and widows in their afiiiction; and was
ready to shew his pious and charitable compassions to the souls and bodies of men, as
their circumstances called for it. And in other instances of pure and undefiled religion was it his care to live as well as preach the Gospel. Being an excellent Christian
he might with propriety use those words, ' Be ye followers of me, even as I also am
of Christ. Being an example of the believers in word, in conversation, in charity, in
spiiit, iu faith, iu purity.'
•'Nor were his cares and labours conflned to his own flock. The care of other
chuiches came upon him; and he was ready, asthere was occasion, to show his zealous
aft'ectiou for the interests of Christ's kingdom among us. Yea, his heart was much
engaged in sending the Gospel to dark places, destitute of so great a blessing; and he
employed an active hand iu that excellent work.
" He was held in esteem for his prudent and faithful advice in cases of conscience,
and other difHcult matters. And we may now justly take up that lamentation,
Isaiah III. I'J.—' Behold the Lord, the Lord of Hosts'doth take away—the Prophet
and the Prudent and the Ancient.'
" His translation to the President's chair in the College was in the decline of iife;
and it is thought that when entering upon a work new and difficult, with too intense
labour and close application, he broke his constitution. However,'under this great
disadvantage, his zeal fur the glory of God. and great regard to the welfare of the
College, carried him almost beyond himself; so that I tbink I may say, that to his
power, yea, and beyond his power, he was willing to spend and be spent, in the service of that Society. He was constant, when the state of his health would in any
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measure allow of it, in performing the religious exercises of the Hall; and laborious
iu tlivni,—often expounding the Scriptures. And how careful and concerned was he
that the College might receive damage in none of its interests! How unwearied in
attending the business of it even when his bodily inflrmities urged him to spare himself! For the proof of these things, I might appeal to witnesses here present, and to
the books and records of the College, where, if I mistake not, stand some peculiar
monuments of his laborious diligence. Indeed, I cannot but apprehend that the
power of God was magnified in his weakness; in that, under such frequent returns of
pain, he was so far strengthened and spirited to his work; particularly in the extreme
cold of the last winter."

BENJAMIN COLMAN, D. D.*
1693—1747.
BENJAMIN COLMAN was born in Boston, October 19, 1673. He was
the second son of Benjamin and Elizabeth Colman, who emigrated from
England, and settled in Boston, a short time before his birth. During
several of his earliest years, his health was delicate, and he gave no particular promise of intellectual superiority ; but, at the age of about five, his
faculties began suddenly and rapidly to expand, and under the tuition of
the famous Ezekiel Cheever, he soon became a model, not only of diligence,
but of improvement. Through the influence of his mother especially, who
was distinguished for her piety, his thoughts and feelings early received a
religious direction ; and it was impossible to designate any time from early
childhood, when he did not appear to be walking in the fear and love of
God.
He entered Harvard College in 1688, aird graduated with high honour in
1692, under the Presidency of Dr. Increase Mather. Previous to this
time, he had become a member of- the Second church in Boston.
Having been devoted to the ministry in the purpose of his parents, he
seems never to have contemplated any other profession; and, accordingly,
after a brief theological course, extending as it would seem through less
than a year, he commenced preaching. Having supplied the parish of Medford for about six months, he returned to Cambridge to prosecute further
his theological studies, and remained there till he took the degree of M. A.
in 1605. His earliest efforts in the pulpit were received with marked
favour, and were a fitting introduction to the brilliant course to which he
was destined.
Having a strong desire to visit the land of his fathers, he embarked for
London in July, 1695, in the very heat of the war between England and
France. The vessel in which he took passage was captured by a French
privateer, on which occasion he evinced great intrepidity, by remaining on
the quarter deck, and joining vigorously in the common defence. Being
taken prisoner, his own clothing was wrested from him, and miserable rags
given him in its place ; after which, he was thrust into the hold with the
sailors. Having contrived, however, to keep in his possession a small sum
of money till he reached France, he was enabled then somewhat to improve
bis appearance ; and, after a few weeks,—during which he was the subject

'Turell's Life of Colman.—Hopkins' Ilist. of the Houssatonnoo Indians.—Thacher's Cent.
Bern.—Palfrey's Hist. Serm.—Lothrop'a do.
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of various singular and even startling adventures, he was exchanged, and
at length found his way to London. Here he was received with great kindness, and enjoyed the friendship of many of the most distinguished Dissenting ministers of England at that period, with some of whom he kept up a
correspondence, after his return to this country. Beside his occasional
labours in various places, he supplied a pulpit in Bath statedly for about
two years. During his residence here, ho formed an intimate acquaintance
with Elizabeth Singer, afterwards the celebrated Mrs. Rowe, upon whose
character and friendship he seems to have placed the highest estimate. The
following glowing description of her was found among his manuscripts:—
" She was an heavenly maid of sublime devotion and piety, as well as ingenuity and
wit. How she had collected such a store of knowledge and literature, by reading and
conversation, without a learned tutor, was wonderful. But her wisdom and discretion
outshone her knowledge. She had only her mother tongue, but had made all the
improvement of an academical education. She was a poet, a philosopher, and a
divine; and, above all, a most devout worshipper of God in secret and in public. She
hid herself in the public worship in an obscure place, where she could neither see
others, nor be seen by them. Music, poetry and painting were her three beauties and
delights. She used her pencil almost as well as her pen. She never was idle; but
either her needle or her pencil was going in all conversations. And what she drew,
she gave to the company. She used to declare the great assistance She had sometimes found in her devotions by the organs and anthems well sung to them."
After Mr. Colman had been in England between three and four years, ho
received an invitation from several leading gentlemen in Boston to return
and take the pastoral charge of a new church, (Brattle street church,)
which they had been chiefly instrumental in establishing. This church had
its origin in dissatisfaction with some of the then prevailing usages of the
churches of New England, particularly in not reading the Scriptures in
connection with public worship, and in requiring a " relation of experiences" in order to an admission to the Lord's table. The founders,—
" undertakers," (as they style themselves,) of the new church, in their
invitation to Mr. Colman to become their pastor, distinctly avow their purpose to adopt a course different, in these particulars, from that of their
sister churches around them ; and, as they apprehended that the proposed
innovation might subject them to some embarrassment in respect to the
ordination of their pastor by the neighbouring clergymen, they suggested
to him,—without giving any reason for the suggestion, the propriety of his
being ordained previous to his leaving London. Mr. C. determined to
accept their invitation, and immediately commenced making his arrangements for a return to this country. He was ordained in London, by the
Presbytery, August 4, 1699 ; and, about a fortnight after, embarked for
Boston, where he arrived early in November, and began almost immediately to preach in what he calls their " pleasant new built house." The
ministers of the town at first stood aloof from the enterprise; but it was
only for a short time,—as they seem, within a month or two, to have
acceded to the request of the church, to join with it in the observance of a
day of prayer "for public imploring the presence of God, his pardon and
blessing."
As Mr. Colman was now young in the ministry, and withal was of a
somewhat slender constitution, his church took care to lighten his labours
by providing him with occasional assistance ; and, for two years and a half,
—from 1701 to 1703, they employed Mr. Eliphalet Adams, who was
afterwards, for many years, the minister of New London, Conn. This cir
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cnmstance seems to have given occasion to some temporary dissension in the
church, which, however, quickly passed away.
In 1715, Mr. William Cooper, with Mr. Colman's cordial approbation,
was settled as his colleague ; and the two continued to labour with the
utmost harmony till 1743, when Mr. Cooper was called to his rest. The
next year, however, Mr. Samuel Cooper, a young man of great promise, was
settled in his father's place;—a circumstance in which the highest earthly
wish of the venerable senior pastor was fulfilled.
The year 1721 was memorable in Boston, for the extensive and fatal prevalence of the small pox, and for the introduction of inoculation, in defiance
of the prejudice and violent opposition of the people. The House of Representatives passed a bill prohibiting it, and, but for the decision of the Council, it would have taken effect. The celebrated Dr. Boylston, who took the
lead in the new practice, persevered in it, despite of all opposition; and
Colman wrote an able pamphlet in its defence, dedicated to President Leverett, and entitled "Some observations on the new method of receiving the
small pox by ingrafting or inoculating." We may form some opinion of the
temper with which this dispute was carried on, on both sides of the water,
from the fact that there was a sermon preached by a Mr. Mussey in London,
in 1722, and reprinted in Boston immediately after, on Job i i . 7; the doctrine of which is, that Satan was the first inoculator.
After the death of the Rev. and Hon. John Leverett, President of Harvard College, which occurred in November, 1724, Mr. Colman was chosen his
successor; but the General Court, from some cause which it is impossible
now satisfactorily to ascertain, virtually compelled him to decline the of&ce
by refusing to vote his salary, until he should signify his willingness to
accept the appointment, and his church should consent to release him from
his pastoral charge. He, however, always retained a strong and unabated
affection for the College, and probably accomplished more in its behalf than
any other man of his day. While he held the ofiice of Fellow, he was not
only most attentive to the various duties belonging to it, but was regarded
as the leading spirit of the Board, and had the acknowledged precedence in all
its deliberations. He was instrumental also of enlisting a vast amount of
foreign patronage in favour of the institution : it was through him that the
benefactions of Holden and HoUis were received ; and when the tidings of
the death of these illustrious men reached this country, he rendered a worthy and appropriate tribute to their memories, in two discourses, which still
remain to testify to their noble generosity, and to his grateful appreciation
of their characters.
He also rendered no inconsiderable service to Yale College,—then an
infiint seminary, particularly in the way of increasing its library. When he
heard of the generosity of Dean Berkley towards that institution, he wrote
to the Rev. Elisha Williams, then Rector, and to two or three other clergymen in Connecticut, expressing his great gratification at what the Dean had
done, but connecting with it some apprehension that the benefaction might
be coupled with some conditions, a compliance with which would involve
what he considered improper concessions to Episcopacy. In one of these
letters he inquires with some solicitude in respect to a report which had
reached him, that Arminianism had become somewhat prevalent in the College, and expresses a strong hope that the rumour would ptove to be without
foundation.
VOL. I.
29
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He considered it not less his duty than his privilege to lend his aid, as he
found occasion or opportunity, in civil affairs; and though he was sometimes charged with stepping out of his appropriate sphere, he vindicated
himself on the ground that, if he was a clergyman, he was a citizen also,
and that the duties of the one were in no wise incompatible with those of
the other. The General Court often employed him to draft special letters
upon the affairs of the Colony ; and, in several instances, he wrote addresses
to the King and the ministry, in behalf of the clergy of Massachusetts.
He receiv*d, during his life, many expressions of the public regard. In
1731, the degree of Doctor of Divinity was conferred upon him by the
University of Glasgow, at the suggestion of the Scottish Society for propagating Christian knowledge. He tendered to the University and the
Society his grateful acknowledgments in two beautifully written letters,—•
the former in Latin, the latter in English,—both of which are incorporated
in the sketch of his life and character, written by his son-in-law, the Rev.
Ebenezer Turell.
Dr. Colman was unquestionably one of the most attractive and popular
preachers of his day. With a highly gifted and highly cultivated nJind, he
possessed a naturally ardent temperament, a most expressive and benignant
countenance, and an uncommon solemnity and grace of manner, that never
failed to rivet the attention of his audience. In his style of composition he
was regarded as quite a model; and he is said to have contributed more
than any other clergyman of that day to elevate at least the literary character of the New England pulpit. In his religious views he is represented as
having been, on some points, less rigid than most of his brethren around
him; though he held with great tenacity, and preached with great earnestness, the doctrines of atonement by the blood, and of sanctification by the
spirit of a Divine Saviour, as forming the basis of what he regarded true
Christianity. Though his manner of preaching was distinguished for persuasiveness, he sometimes, especially in his appeals to an ungodly world,
rose well nigh into a son of thunder; and there are passages in some of his
printed sermons which, for impressiveness, and power, and awful solemnity,
are almost unrivalled.
As he was constituted with a large share of benevolence and magnanimity, as well as wisdom, so he was pre-eminently a lover and promoter of
peace ; and his services were often put in requisition, and .successfully too,
for the restoration of harmony between contending parties. He was also
distinguished for a catholic spirit toward Christians of other communions
than his own; and whomsoever he considered as holding the head, even
though he might regard their views as in many respects defective or
erroneous, he was always ready to meet in the spirit of Christian fellowship and co-operation.
In the revival which occurred in connection chiefly with the labours of
Whitefield, about the year 1740, Dr. Colman evinced a due degree of zeal
on the one hand, and no lack of prudence on the other. He fully believed
that the work had all the essential characteristics of genuineness, and
therefore he could not conscientiously withhold from it his countenance and
support; and yet he was equally firm in the conviction that it was marred by
some most palpable exhibitions of human infirmity. He seems rather to
have taken a middle course between those who fully approved, and those
who entirely discountenanced, the work; and hence, though we find his
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name to a paper containing a general testimony in its favour, we find that
he did not hesitate to condemn, in both his letters and published sermons,
whatever he deemed exceptionable and erratic.
Notwithstanding Dr. Colman had a feeble constitution, he was spared to
a good old age, and was enabled, by great attention to himself, to preserve
so much vigour of health as to prosecute the labours of his ministry, almost
without interruption, from its commencement to its close. I t had always
been his prayer that " he might not outlive his work and his usefulness;"
and this prayer was signally answered. Though he had been, for some
time, evidently sinking under the decays of age, there was nothing to excite
apprehension that his departure was near at hand, till a few days before the
event. He preached the very Sabbath before he died ; though it would
seem from a letter that he wrote about that time,—the last probably that
he ever wrote,—that he had a strong conviction that he had nearly finished
his course. The evening before his death he passed with some of his
friends, who had come from a distance to visit him,—in religious but cheerful conversation ; and he told them explicitly that they had come to see
him die. After a restless night, he rose early, (August 29, 1747, ) apparently more feeble than usual, and about ten o'clock, was, almost in the
twinkling of an eye, rapt away from earth to Heaven.
It would seem that, contrary to the usage of the times, none of the sermons occasioned by his death were published. The following extract from
the funeral sermon by his colleague, has, however, been preserved :—
" He never delivered a sermon but we saw how perfectly he understood the decorum
of the pulpit; and the gravity and sweetness at once expressed in his countenance,
the music of his voice, the propriety of his accent, and the decency of his gesture,
showed him one of the most graceful speakers of the age.
" He was a good master of address, and carried all the politeness of a Court about
him. And as he treated mankind of various degrees and ranks with a civility, courtesy, afiability, complaisance and candour, scarce to be equalled, so all but the base
and mean showed him a high degree of respect and reverence, love and affection.
Particularly, men of figure and parts, of our own nation, and foreigners, whom he failed not to visit upon their coming among us, greatly valued and admired him. It has
been said, perhaps not without some seeming grounds for it, that he sometimes went
too far in complimental strains, both in word and writing; but if he did, such flights
took their rise from an exuberance or excrescence of the before mentioned homiletical
virtues. He took a sincere pleasure in the gifts of others, and had a natural prone-,
ness to think favourably of all men, and construed every thing in the most candid
sense. He was an example of patience, and instead of revenging injuries, (when it
was in his power,) he laid himself out to do all the kindnesses he could to his adversaries." * * • Yet "his natural temper was quick and hasty; and he had the
infirmities as well as the sanctity of an Elijah."
On the Commencement at Cambridge, next succeeding his death. President Holyoke, in an oration which succeeded the conferring of academical
degrees, rendered a beautiful and deserved tribute to his memory. Having
alluded to several clergymen, some of them men of eminence who had died
during the year, he goes on to say, " quibus omnibus, egregie licet ornatis,
virum vere reverendum Benjamin Colman longe prsecellere, nemo non facile
confitebitur."
Dr. Colman was married shortly after his settlement in Boston, to Jane
Clark, who died October 26, 1731. On the 6th of May, 1732, he was
married again to Sarah Clark, then widow of the lion. John Clark, and
previously of Mr. Leverett, President of Harvard College. She died April
24, 1744. And on the 12t]i of August, 1745, he was married, yet again, to
Mary Frost of New Castle, N. H., widow of {he Hon. John Frost. He
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had children by his first marriage only,—namely, a son and two daughters;
but the family is now almost extinct.
The following is a list of Dr. Colman's publications:—An Artillery Election Sermon, 1702. Practical Discourses upon the parable of the ten virgins, 1707 Poem on Elijah's translation, occasioned by the death of the
Rev. Samuel Willard, 1707. The government and improvement of mirth
according to the laws of Christianity : in three Sermons, 1707 Imprecation against the enemies of God lawful: a Sermon, 1707 The piety and
duty of rules to comfort and encourage the ministry of Christ: a Sermon,
1708.
A Sermon on the union of England and Scotland, 1708. A Sermon
on the death of Abigail Foster, 1711. The blessing and honour of fruitful
mothers : A Sermon, 1711. Divine compassions magnified: A Sermon,
1711.
A Sermon on seeking God early, 1713. The heinous nature of the
sin of murder: A Sermon before the execution of David Wallis, 1713.
A Sermon on the death of Elizabeth Wainwright, 1714. A Sermon on the
death of the Hon. Isaac Addington, 1714. A Sermon on the death of the
Rev. Thomas Bridge, 1714. Gospel ministry the rich gift of the ascended
Saviour unto his Church : A Sermon, 1715. The incomprehensibleness of
God : in four Sermons, 1715. A Thanksgiving Sermon for the suppression
of the rebellion in Great Britain, 1716. A Sermon for the reformation of
manners, 1716. A Sermon on the death of Mrs. Elizabeth Hirst, 1716.
A Fast Sermon, 1716. The warnings of God unto young people : A Sermon, 1716. A Sermon on the death of the Rev. William Brattle and the
Rev. Ebenezer Pemberton, 1717. Five Sermons from Luke x i . 21. 22.,
1717 A Discourse on the pleasure of religious worship in our public assemblies, 1717. A Sermon at the ordination of William Cooper, 1717. Massachusetts Election Sermon, 1718. The rending of the veil of the temple:
A Sermon, 1718. A Sermon before the General Court of Massachusetts,
1719.
The blessing of Zebulon and Issachar: A Sermon, 1719. Reason
for a market in Boston, 1719. Early piety inculcated : A Sermon, 1720.
A Sermon on the death of Governor Dudley, 1720. Early piety towards
men : A Sermon, 1721. A Sermon on the death of William Harris, Esq.,
1721.
A Sermon at Harvard College before the baptism of Rabbi Judah
Monis,* 1722. Observations on inoculation, 1722. Jacob's vow : A Sermon, 1722. Massachusetts Election Sermon, 1723. A Sermon on the day
of prayer, 1723. A Sermon on the death of Mr. David Stoddard, 1723.
A Sermon on the death of Increase Mather, D. D., 1723. A Sermon on
the death of Madam Steel, 1723. A Sermon on the death of President
Leverett, 1724. God deals with us as rational creatures: A Sermon, 1725.
The duty of parents to pray for their children : A Sermon, 1725. The
doctrine and law of the Holy Sabbath: A Sermon, 1725. A Sermon to
pirates, 1726. A Sacramental Discourse, 1727. The judgments of Providence in the hand of Christ: in four Sermons, 1727. A Sermon on the
accession of George the Second, 1727. A Sermon on the death of Cotton
Mather, 1728. A Sermon at the ordination of Mr. Pemberton of New
* JUDAH MONIS was an Italian Jew, who came to this country about the year 1720; and shortly
after was appointed teacher of the Hebrew language in Harvard College. He embraced the
?^"stian religion, and in 1722 was publicly baptized at Cambridge. After the death of his wife
m 1761, he resigned his office which he had held about forty years, and retired to Northborough,
where he spent the rest of his life. He died April 25, 1764, bequeathing forty-six pounds to be
dmded among seven of the neighbquring ministers. He published The Truth, the whole Truth
andnothing but the Truth: A Discourse delivered at his baptism, 1722; AHebrew Grammar, 1735.
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York, 1728. Five Sermons on the great earthquake, 1728. Twenty Sacramental Sermons on the glories of Christ, 1728. A Sermon on the death
of William Welsteed, Esq., 1729. A Sermon on the death of the Rev. Solomon Stoddard of Northampton, 1729. A Sermon at the funeral of the Hon.
Simeon Stoddard, Boston, 1730. Government the pillar of the earth: A
Sermon, 1730. The duty of young people to give their hearts to God: in
four Sermons, 1730. Death and the grave without any order: A Sermon,
1730. A Treatise on family worship, 1730. A Sermon on Governor Belcher's accession, 1730. A Sermon on the death of Thomas Hollis, of London, 1731. The grace given us in the preached Gospel: A Fast Sermon,
1732. God is a great King: A Sermon, 1733. A Sermon at the Boston
Lecture, 1734. The Fast which God hath chosen : A Sermon, 1734. A
Sermon on the death of his beloved daughter, Mrs. Jane Turell, 1735.
Dissertation on the first three chapters of Genesis, 1735. The merchandise
of a people, holiness to the Lord: A Sermon, 1736. A Sermon on the
death of Thomas Steel, 1736. A Dissertation on the image of God wherein man was created, 1736. A Fast Sermon before the General Court, 1736.
It i.? of the Lord's mercies that we are not consumed : A Sermon, 1737.
The great duty of waiting on God in our straits and difiiculties : A Sermon,
1737. The divine compassion new every morning: A Sermon, 1737
Righteousness and compassion the ruler's duty and character : A Sermon,
1737. An Artillery Election Sermon, 1738. The unspeakable gift of
God: A Sermon, 1739. A Sermon on the death of the Rev.Peter Thacher, 1739. The withered hand restored: A Sermon, 1739. A Sermon on
the death of Samuel Holden of London, 1740. Pleasant to see souls flying to Christ: A Sermon, 1740. A Sermon at the Boston Lecture, 1741.
A Sermon on Governor Shirley's accession, 1741. The Lord shall rejoice
in his works : A Sermon, 1741. The word of God magnified by Him : A
Sermen, 1742. Satan's fiery darts : in several Sermons, 1743. The glory
of God's power in the firmament: A Sermon, 1744. A Sermon on the
death of the Rev. William Cooper, 1744. A Sermon at the ordination of
the Rev. Samuel Cooper, 1746. A Sermon on the death of Mrs. Frances,
wife of Governor Shirley, 1746.
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TIMOTHY EDWARDS.*
1694—1758.
The family of Edwards is of Welsh origin. The earliest known ancestor was the great grandfather of Timothy Edwards, the Rev. Richard
Edwards, a clergyman in London, in the time of Queen Elizabeth. The
tradition concerning him is, that he went from Wales to London, and
became a minister there in the Established Church. His wife, whose Christian name was Anne, after the death of her husband, married James Coles;
who, with her son, William Edwards, then young and unmarried, accompanied her to America, and settled in Hartford, Conn., about the year 1640.
William Edwards was married about the year 1645, to a lady whose Christian name was Agnes, who belonged to a highly respectable family in England, and who came to America, when she was quite young. Richard
Edwards, the son of William and Agnes Edwards, was born at Hartford in
May, 1647, was married to Elizabeth Tuthill, daughter of William and
Elizabeth Tuthill, who came from Northamptonshire, in England, spent his
life in Hartford, and was a respectable merchant, and an exemplary Christian. He had, by his first marriage, seven children,—the eldest of whom
was Timothy, the subject of this notice. After the death of his first wife,
he was married to a Miss Talcot of Hartford, sister of the Hon. John
Talcot; and by this marriage he had six children. He died April 20,
1718, in the seventy-first year of his age.
T I M O T H Y ED"WARDS was born at Hartford, May 14, 1669. He was
fitted for College under the instruction of the Rev. Pelatiah Glover, at that
time the minister of Springfield, and an accomplished classical scholar.
He entered Harvard College in 1687, and on the 4th of July, 1691,
received the two degrees of B. A. and M. A.,—one in the morning, the
other in the afternoon,—" an uncommon mark of respect," (as the Records
of East Windsor say,) " paid to his extraordinary proficiency in learning."
After having gone through the usual course of theological study, he was
licensed to preach. In May, 1694, he was ordained pastor of the then
newly constituted church at East Windsor.
Mr. Edwards was married on the 6th of November, 1694, to Esther, the
second child of the Rev. Solomon Stoddard of Northampton.
In the spring of 1711, Mr. Edwards and the Rev. Mr. Buckingham of
Milford were appointed by the Legislature of the Colony, Chaplains to the
Connecticut troops, in a military expedition designed for Canada. He left
Windsor for New Haven in July, and reached Albany, with three companies under the command of Lieut. Colonel Livingston, on the 15th of
August. The march to Albany was attended with considerable exposure,
as the country through which it lay was chiefly uncleared, and they were
obliged to encamp two nights in the woods. At Albany he addressed a letter to his wife, of which the following is an extract:—
"Whether I shall have any time to write you after this, I know not; but however
that may be, I would not have you discouraged or over anxious concerning me, for I
am not so about myself. I have still strong hopes of seeing thee and our dear chil• Records of the Pu-st church in East Windsor.—Trumbull's Hist. Conn., II.—Dwight's Life
of President Edwards.
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dren, once again. I c a n n o t b u t hope thtit I have h a d t h e gracious presence of God
with me since 1 left home, vncouraging and strengthening my soul, as well as preserving
my life. I have been m u c h cheered and refreshed respecting this great u n d e r taking, in which I verily expect to proceed, and t h a t I shall, before m a n y weeks
are at an end, see C a n a d a ; but I t r u s t in the L o r d t h a t he will have mercy on me, a n d
tlice. my dear, and all our dear children, and t h a t God has more work for me to do in
the phicf where I have dwelt for many years, and t h a t you and I shall yet live together
on earth, as well as dwell together forever in Heaven with the L o r d J e s u s Christ, a n d
all his saints; with whom to be is best of a l l . "

On the 2Utli of August, they left Albany and marched for Wood Creek.
At Saratoga, Mr. Edwards, in consequence of the fatigue and exposure of
the march, was taken seriously ill. On the 4th of September, being unable
to proceed with the army, he was conveyed in a boat to Stillwater ; and
thence carried back through the woods to Albany, in a waggon and on a bed.
Owing to the lateness of the season and some other adverse circumstances,
the expedition was soon after relinquished; and Mr. Edwards, in the course
of a few weeks, returned home.
In the summer of 1752, Mr. Edwards, finding that the infirmities of age
were increasing upon him, proposied to his people the settlement of a colleague ; and the Rev. Joseph Perry* was accordingly settled on the 11th
of June, 1755. They, however, continued Mr. Edwards' salary till his
death, which took place January 27, 1758, when he was eighty-nine years
of age.
Mrs. Edwards survived him twelve years, and died January 19, 1770, in
the ninetj-ninth year of her age, retaining her mental faculties in remarkable vigour till the close of life. She was a person of strong mental powers,
of high cultivation, of great religious attainments, and every way fitted to
be a most efiicient helper to a minister of the Gospel. Even after the death
of her husband, she continued as active as ever ; and his successor in the
ministry was greatly assisted and strengthened by her good influence as long
as she lived.
Mr. and Mrs. Edwards lived together in the married state upwards of
sixty-three years. They had one son and ten daughters. The son was the
celebrated President Edwards.
Esther, the eldest child, was married to
the Rev. Samuel Hopkins of West Springfield,—Elizabeth, the second
chUd, to Col. Jabez Huntington of Windham,—Amie, the third child, to
John Ellsworth of East Windsor,—Eunice, the sixth child, to the Rev.
Simon Backust of Newington,—Abigail, the seventh child, to William
Metcalf of Lebanon, a graduate of Harvard College, in
Vl^l,—Ha7inah,
the ninth child, to Seth Wetmore of Middletown ; and Martha, the eleventh
child, to the Rev. Moses Tuttlet of Granville, Mass. The other three
daughters,—Mary, Jerusha and Lucy, were never married.
The following account of Mr. Edwards' appearance, character and habits,
is from the pen of his descendant. Dr. Sereno E. Dwight:—
* JosF.PH PERRY was a native of Shcrburn, Mass.; was graduated at Harvard College in 1752;
and died in 17^i3, a;;cd fifty. He published A f^crnion on the death of the Hon. Roger Wolcott,
1763; A Sermon on'^he death of the Rev. Nathaniel Hooker, 1771; Conn. Election Sermon, 1775.
t SlMOJt BACKUS was a native of Norwich, Conn.; was graduated at Yale College, in 1721;
and was ordained pastor of the church in Newington, Conn., January 25, 1727. He died in
171.'), at Cape Breton, whither he had gone as chaplain in the Colonial service, aged about fortyfive. He had a son, Simon, who was graduated at Yale College in 1759; was settled as the first
pMtor of the church in Granby, Mass., Oct()l)er, 1702; resigned his pastoral charge in March,
1784; and died in 182S, at the age of eighty-seven.
t -Mijsr.s TrxTLE was graduated at Yale College in 1745; became the pastor of the church in
Granville, Mass., at it? organization in 1747; resigiicd his charge in 1764; and died at Southhold,
L. I. in 17S5, aged sixty-five.
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" Mr. Edwards was about five feet ten inches in height; of a fair complexion; of a
strong robust frame; full, but not corpulent. He was a man of polished manners,
particularly attentive to his dress and to propriety of exterior; never appearing in
public but in the full dress of a clergyman.
" The management not only of his domestic concerns, but of his property generally,
was entrusted to the care of Mrs. Edwards, who discharged the duties of a wife and a
mother with singular fidelity and success. In strength of character she resembled her
father; and like him, she left behind her in the place where she resided for seventysix years, that 'good name,' which is 'better than precious ointment.' On a visit to
East Windsor in the summer of 1828, I found a considerable number of persons
advanced in years, who had been well acquainted with Mrs. Edwards, and two
upwards of ninety, who had been pupils of her husband. From them I learned that
she received a superior education in Boston; was tall, dignified and commanding in
her appearance, affable and gentle in her manners, and was regarded as surpassing
her husband in native vigour of understanding. They all united in speaking of her
as possessed of remarkable judgment and prudence, of an exact.sense of propriety,
of extensive information, of a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures and of theology,
and of singular conscientiousness, piety and excellence of character. By her careful
attention to all his domestic concerns, her husband was left at full liberty to devote
himself to the proper duties of his profession. Like many of the clergy of that early
period in New England, he was well acquainted with Hebrew literature, and was
regarded as a man of more than usual learning, but was particularly distinguished
for his accurate knowledge of the Greek and Roman classics. In addition to his other
duties, he annually prepared a number of pupils for College; there being, at that time,
no academies or public schools endowed for this purpose. One of my aged informants, who pursued his preparatory studies under him, told me that, on his admission
to College, when the oflicers had learned with whom he had studied, they remarked
to him that there was no need of examining Mr. Edwards' seliolars.
" H e was, for that period, unusually liberal and enlightened, with regard to the
education of his children—preparing not only his son, but each of his daughters also,
for College. In a letter bearing date August 3, 1711, while absent on the expedition
to Canada, he wishes that Jonathan and the girls may continue to prosecute the study
of Latin; and in another of August 7th, that he may continue to recite his Latin to
his elder sisters. When his daughters were of the proper age, he sent them to Boston
to finish their education. Both he and Mrs. Edwards were exemplary in their care of
their religious instruction: and, as the reward of their parental fidelity, were permitted to see the fruits of piety in them all, during their youth.
" He always preached extemporaneously, and, until he was upwards of seventy,
without noting down the heads of his discourse. After that time, he commonly wrote
the divisions on small slips of paper; which, as they occasionally appeared beyond
the leaves of the Bible, that he held in his hand, his parishioners called, 'Mr.
Edwards' thumb papers.' Apologizing for this one day to one of his pupils, he
remarked to him. that he found his memory beginning to fail, but that he thought his
judgment as sound as ever; and this was likewise the opinion of his people, till near
the close of his life. He is not known to have written out but a single sermon, which
was preached at the General Election in 1732, and was published. It is a solemn and
faithful application of the doctrine of a general judgment to his hearers, particularly
as legislators and magistrates. As he lived till within a few months of his son's
decease, the latter often visited his father and preached in his desk. It was the customary remark of the people that ' although Mr Edwards was perhaps the more
learned man, and more animated in his manner, yet Mr. Jonathan was the deeper
preacher.'
" His influence over his congregation was commanding, and was steadily exerted on
the side of truth and righteousness. When he knew of any division among them, he
went immediately to see that the parties were reconciled; and when he heard of any
improper conduct on the part of any individuals, it was his uniform custom to go and
reprove them. Under his preaching, the Gospel was attended with a regular uniform
efficacy, and, in frequent instances, with revivals of religion; yet no record is preserved of the actual admissions to the church. In some of the family letters, I find
incidental mention of a revival of religion, as existing in 1715 and 1716; during
which Mrs. Edwards and two of her daughters made a profession of their Christian
faith; and several others of the family are spoken of as ' travelling towards Zion
with their faces thitherward.' His son "observes, in 1737, that he had known of no
parish in the West of New England, except Northampton, which had as often been
favoured with revivals of religion, as that of his father."
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ELIPHALET ADAMS.*
1696—1753.
E L I P H A L E T A D A M S , was a son of the Rev. William and Mary (Manning)
Adams, and was born at Dedham, Mass., March 26, 1677. His mother died
when he was two years old, and his father when he was eight; but, by
the kind a.ssistance of some of his friends, he was enabled to acquire a collegiate education, and was graduated at Harvard College in 1694. Under
whose direction he studied Theology is not known ; but the first notice we
have of his being in the ministry, is in an entry which he makes in a diary
that he almost immediately discontinued,—namely, that November 20, 1696,
he " came first to Little Compton to preach amongst them." Another entry
under date of May 1699, is as follows:—"I preached my first sermon to
the Indians in their own language, with fears lest I should be a barbarian
to them; but they told me they understood it well, and accepted it thankfully.' In September following, he visited Hartford in company with his
brother-in-law, the Rev. Samuel Whiting of Windham, and while there', received from the people of Farmington an earnest invitation " to come and
exercise the work of the ministry among them ;" but it does not appear
that he listened to their proposals, even so far as to preach to them as a
candidate. From 1701 to 1703 (two years) he was employed as an assistant to the Rev. Mr. (afterwards Dr.) Colman, then the newly settled minister of Brattle street church, Boston ; but, for several years after this, there
i.^ no record remaining of Mr. Adams' labours, nor is it known even where
he was employed. The next ascertained fact in his history is his being
ordained to the pastoral charge of the church in New London, Conn., on
the 9th of February, 1708-9. The sermon on that occasion was preached
by the Rev. Samuel Whiting.

In 1720, Mr. Adams was chosen a Trustee of Yale College, and continued in the ofiice till 1738. I t was during this period that the great excitement existed, in consequence of the secession of Dr. Cutler, Rector of the
College, from the Congregational to the Episcopal Church. Mr. Adams
acted with great firmness on the occasion, and in connection with Governor
Saltonstall of New London, who was also a Trustee, is said to have exerted
a very efficient influence. In 1723, he was elected to the vacant Rectorship
of the College, but declined the appointment, probably on account of the
di:^turbed state of the institution, and the perplexity which, under those
circumstances, would naturally be incident to the ofiice.
Mr. Adams' labours were, by no means, confined within the limits of his
own congregation. He was often resorted to for advice in difficult cases,
and was frequently a member of ecclesiastical councils in difiFerent parts of
the Colony. He assisted many young men in their preparation for College
and for the ministry, and was at once an agreeable and efficient teacher.
He wa.s also particularly interested for the intellectual and moral improvement of the Indians in his neighbourhood,—being a worthy successor in this
department of benevolent labour to the Rev. James Fitch of Norwich, who
had signalized himself so much by his efi'orts for his heathen neighbours.
• Allen's Biog. Diet.—Cilhlkins' Memoir of William and Eliphalet Adams.
VOL.
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Mr. Adams had some peculiar facilities in communicating with the Indians,
from the fact that he had acquired a knowledge of the Indian language as
spoken by the tribes of Massachusetts: and the dialect of the Moheagans
differed but slightly from that to which he had been accustomed. But,
though he could converse with them readily, he found it necessary to avail
himself of the labours of an interpreter in his public addresses. He was
employed by a Society in Boston, connected with a body incorporated in
Great Britain for the propagation of the Gospel in New England, as their
agent with the Indians in the part of the Colony in which he resided.
Among his papers was found the draft of an address, delivered to a general
assemblage of Moheagans, September 9,1725, in which he lays before them
the benevolent proposals of the gentlemen from Boston to furnish them
with religious instruction, and establish schools for the education of their
children; but it seems that the Indians were, at that time, but little inclined to accept the proffered advantages. He subsequently repeated the offer,
on another occasion; and, though this was not met by an absolute refusal,
yet the reply was at best evasive. The amount of it was, that Mr. Fitch
of Norwich had formerly preached to them, but they never well understood
i t ; and they were afraid they should not understand it now, and wished that
the preaching might be deferred till they could hear it to better advantage.
" Yet, said they, " if at any time, a short account of the principles of your
religion be given, we will readily hearken to it." The offer of a school they
thankfully accepted; and, when it was established, the other tribes also
availed themselves of it; and the consequence was, that a knowledge of the
English language soon became extensively diffiised, and their attachment to
their own peculiar superstitions gradually diminished. Mr. Adams' labours
among them, as a minister, continued at intervals till the year 1746. For
several years, he made a regular annual preaching tour from tribe to tribe,
and reported the result of his labours to some of the more active members
of the Society by which he was employed.
During Mr. Adams" ministry, there were many influences brought to bear
upon him of a somewhat disturbing kind, which, however, he met with great
prudence and fortitude. It was during this period that the Baptist and Episcopal churches were established in New London, and the Rogerene Quakers
also had their day of strange excitement. The ultra revivalists too gave
him no little trouble, by holding disorderly and tumultuous meetings in his
parish, though they did not organize a separate religious society. But Mr.
Adams behaved throughout the whole with great dignity and discretion;
and retained the respect of not only his own people but the community at
large, as long as he lived. In five months of the year 1741,—from May to
September inclusive, eighty were added to his church, as the result of an
extensive revival in his congregation.
The following is a list of Mr. Adams' publications :—Christians to be
ready: A Sermon delivered at a Lecture in Boston, 1706. Connecticut
Election Sermon, 1710. A Discourse occasioned by a storm, 1717. A Sermon at the funeral of the Rev. James Noyes of Stonington, 1719. A
Thanksgiving Sermon, 1721. A Sermon at the funeral of Governor Saltonstall, 1724. A Sermon at the ordination of the Rev. William Gager, at
Lebanon, 1725. A Sermon at the ordination of Thomas Clap, Windham,
1726. A Discourse before a society of young men, 1727. A Sermon at the
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ordination of the Rev. John Owen,* at Groton, 1727. A Sermon at the
funeral of the Rev. John Bulkley, at Colchester, 1731. Connecticut Election Sermon, 1733. A Sermon on the death of his wife, 1749. A Sermon on the death of his daughter, jMrs. Mary Bulkley, 1749. The abseoce
of the Comforter mourned and lamented: A Treatise.
Mr. Adams died October 4, 1753, in the seventy-seventh year of his age.
His monument is still to be seen in the old burying ground in New London.
He was married, December 15, 1709, to Lydia, daughter of Alexander
and Lydia Pj-gan, of New London. This Alexander Pygan emigrated from
Norwich, England, and settled in New London, about the year 1666. He
was distinguished for his activity and enterprise in business, but seems to
have sustained a somewhat equivocal character for integrity and morality.
He died in the year 1700, leaving no son; and it is not known that any
other person of the name ever came to this country. His daughter, Mrs.
Adams, died September 6, 1749, aged sixty-two years. She was seized
with paralysis, while on a visit with her husband at the house of a friend
and neighbour, and expired within thirty hours. Her bereaved husband, on
the next Sabbath, preached a sermon with reference to her death from Ezek.
XXIV 16,— " Son of man, behold I take away from thee the desire of thine
eyes at a stroke." They had six children,—four sons and two daughters.
Mr. Adams contracted a second marriage, as appears from the tenor of his
will; but it is somewhat singular that no record is known to exist that
affords any clue to the date of the event, or the name of the lady.
Of his children two of them died in infancy. A daughter, iWar?/, was
married in 1733 to Dr. Jonathan Gardiner of Gardiner's Island, who was
lost at sea in the year 1735. In 1738, she was married to John Bulkley
of Colchester, son of the Rev. John Bulkley, first minister of that town.
Mrs. Bulkley was a lady of great personal attractions, and eminent for her
Christian character. She died within a few months after her mother, and
the father again indulged his sensibilities by preaching a funeral sermon.
His youngest son, who reached maturity, Thomas, was graduated at Yale
College in 1737, became a medical practitioner, and died without issue, in
1758. Pygan, his second son, was a goldsmith by trade, but engaged
extensively in mercantile business, and acquired considerable property,
which, however, was nearly all sacrificed during the Revolution. He died
in 1776, aged sixty-four. William, the eldest son, was graduated at Yale
College in 1730, and was a tutor there from 1732 to 1734. He was, after
this, a preacher for more than sixty years. He was never married and
never ordained, often declaring that he would not be encumbered with either
a wife or a parish. He preached first in the North parish of New London,
and next in North Groton; and in the latter place he declined a unanimous
call. After the death of his father, he occupied the vacant pulpit, as a
supply, for nearly three years; but the proposition to invite him to settle
was not carried. The larger part of his ministerial labours was probably
given to Shelter Island, as he preached there at intervals for more than
tliirty years, and is believed to have been the first minister who dwelt upon
tlie Island. He was there at the time of Whitefield's visit on the island in
liOl. His latter years were spent in New London, chiefly in social enjoyment and domestic repose. He frequently rambled into the country, on
• JonN riwi;N was a niif'iM: of Braintree, Mass.; waa graduated at Harvard College in 1723;
WM ordained at Groton, Conn., Nov., 1727 ; and died in 175S
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visits to the farmers belonging to the parish, and always made it a point,
on such occasions, to communicate more or less of religious instruction.
He was short and stout; wore a white wig and a cocked h a t ; and usually
walked about the streets, dressed in a black study gown. He was a respectable preacher, but in no wise eminent. His only publication is a Sermon
on the Thanksgiving for the success of the British arms in the reduction
of Montreal and the conquest of Canada, in 1760. He died September 25, 1798, in the eighty-eighth year of his age.
Tradition is very full in ascribing to the Rev. Eliphalet Adams excellent
talents, considerable learning, fine moral cjualities, and no inconsiderable
degree of eminence as a preacher. His published sermons are characterized by vigorous thought, and direct, earnest, and often eloquent, appeals.
The Rev. John Barnard of Marblehead, in a letter to President Stiles,
preserved in the Massachusetts Historical Collections, mentions him among
the distinguished men who had departed, and characterizes him as " a great
Hebrician." I cannot learn that any extended estimate of his character
has been preserved from the pen of any of his contemporaries. I have
seen a letter from his son William to President Stiles, written in reply to
some inquiries which the President had made concerning his father, stating
that nothing had been published respecting him, and that he knew not that
any thing had been written, unless it were in a sermon of Mr. Eliot, (probably Dr. Jared Eliot of Killingworth,) which he informed him that he had
prepared in the expectation of being called to supply, in his turn, the
vacant pulpit, after his father's decease.

WILLIAM BRATTLE.*
1696—1717.
W I L L I A M B R A T T L E was the son of Thomas Brattle, and was born in
Boston in the year 1662. His father was a man of some consideration in
the Province, and was a Representative to the General Court, successively
for Lancaster and Concord. The son was graduated at Harvard College in
1680 ; and was afterwards Tutor and Fellow of that institution for several
years. Dr. Colman, who was an undergraduate while Mr. Brattle was in
the tutorship, says,—
" He was an able, faithful and tender tutor. He countenanced virtue and proficiency in us. and every good disposition he discerned with the most fatherly goodness;
and searched out and punished vice with the authority of a master. He did his
utmost to form us to virtue and the fear of God, and to do well in the world; and dismissed his pupils when he took leave of them, with pious charges and with tears."
During the prevalence of the small pox in College, though he had never
had the disorder himself, he remained firmly at his post, administering to
the wants of the students in every way in his power, and endeavouring especially to give to their minds a serious direction. As inoculation was then
unknown, he took the disease in the natural way ; but it was in a mild form,
and he quickly recovered from it.

* Holmes'Hist, of Cambridge.—Mass. Hist. Coll., VII.—Holmes'Am. Ann., II.—Boston
News Letter, No. 671.—Farmer's Gen. Eeg.—Newell's Hist. Disc.
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He was ordained pastor of the church in Cambridge, as successor to the
Rev. Nathaniel Gookin,* November 25, 1696. He preached his own ordination sermon from 1. Cor. i i i . 6 ; the Rev. Increase Mather gave the
charge, and the Pi,ev. Samuel Willard the Right Hand of Fellowship.
Increase Mtither preached also on the same occasion from Revelation i. 16.
Mr. Brattle laboured among his people for about twenty years, with
exemplary fidelity and great success, but not without considerable interruptions from ill health. The baptisms of children during his ministry were
seven hundred and twenty-four, and the admissions to the church, three hundred and sixty-four. After having languished under a somewhat protracted
disease, he died in great peace, February 15, 1717, in the fifty-fifth year of
his age. His funeral was attended on the 20th,—a day rendered memorable by the great snoiv. The principal ministers and magistrates of Boston
and the vicinity were present on the occasion, and were detained at Cambridge by the snow for several days.
The only publication of Mr. Brattle is a system of Logic, entitled " Compendium Logicae secundum principia D. Renati Cartesii plerumque efformatum ot catecbistic3 propositum." An edition of it was published as late as
the year 1758, and it was a text book in Harvard College till 1765.
Mr. Brattle had a high reputation as a preacher. Dr. Colman, in comparing him with Mr. Pemberton, who died about the same time, says,—
"They performed the public exercises in the house of God with a great deal
of solemnity, though in a manner somewhat different; for Mr. Brattle was
all calm and soft and melting, but Mr. Pemberton was all flame, zeal and
earnestness." Jeremy Dummer, Esq., while he was agent in England,
having been requested to procure for a friend some printed sermons, makes,
in one of his letters, the following complimentary allusion to Mr. Brattle :—
" I think the modern sermons which are preached and printed, are very lean
and dry, having little Divinity in them or brightness of style: I am sure
they are no way comparable to the solid discourses which Mr. Brattle gives
you every week." Though it is not known that any of his sermons were
published, yet I have in my possession, through the kindness of one of his
descendants, several of them in manuscript, which show that, in his
religious opinions, he was thoroughly of the Puritan school, and that, in
point of general ability, he must have ranked well with the best preachers
of his day.
Mr. Brattle was distinguished for his urbanity and kindness, his liberality and public spirit. He had a very large estate, and his charities were
abundant; though he was as far as possible from being ostentatious in his
manner of dispensing them. He was a lover of all good men, and knew
how to appreciate true excellence, irrespective of all denominational peculiarities. He had a patient and placable spirit; and used to say, after suffering severe trials, that he knew not how he could have spared any of
them. With all his gentleness and humility, he was firm to his own convictions, and was proof alike against flatteries and frowns. He was a man
•NATHANIEL GOOKIN, a son of Major General Daniel Gookin, was born at Cambridge, Oct. 22,
1656; was graduated at Harvard College in 1675, and was a Fellow of the College; was ordained minister of Cambridge, Nov. 15, 1682, and died Aug. 7, 1692, in his thirty-fourth year. He
left a son of his own name, who was born at Cambridge, April 15, 1687; was graduated at Ilarrard College in 1703; was ordained minister at North flill, a parish of Hampton, (now Northampton) N. H., in 1710; and died Aug. 25, 1734, aged forty-seven, lie published three sermons
o«»i>ioneil by the earthquake, 1727. His son Nathaniel was graduated at Harvard College in
1731; was ordained as his father's successor, Oct. 31,1739, and died Oct. 22,1766, aged fifty-four.
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of fine powers and extensive attainments, as was sufficiently evinced by his
being elected a Fellow of the Royal Society. He was a devoted friend of
learning as well as of religion. He took the deepest interest in Harvard
College, and in his will bequeathed to it the sum of two hundred and fifty
pounds.
Says Dr. Colman,—
" They that had the happiness to know Mr. Brattle, knew a very religious good man,
an able divine, a laborious faithful minister, an excellent scholar, a great benefactor, a
wise and prudent man, and one of the best of friends. The promotion of religion,
learning, virtue and peace, every where within his reach, was his very life and soul; the
great business about which he was constantly employed, and in which he principally
delighted. Like his great Lord and Master, he went (or sent) about doing good. His
principles were sober, sound, moderate, being of a catholic and pacific spirit."

JOHN HANCOCK.*
1697—1752.
J O H N HANCOCK, the son of Nathaniel and Mary (Prentice) Hancock,
was born at Cambridge, Mass., in the year 1671. He was graduated at
Harvard College in 1689. Having directed his attention to the ministry,
and received license to preach the Gospel, he was called, in November,
1697, to preach as a candidate for settlement at Lexington, in place of the
Rev. Benjamin Estabrook, who had died a few months before. He accepted
the invitation, and continued preaching in this capacity till the succeeding
May, when he was invited to become the pastor of the church. He accepted this invitation also, and was ordained on the 2d of November, 1698.
The sermon on the occasion was preached by himself; the Rev. Samuel
Willard of Boston gave the charge, and the Rev. Joseph Estabrook of Concord, the Right Hand of Fellowship.
For about thirty-five years, Mr. Hancock continued sole pastor of the
church ; but in January, 1734, provision was made by the congregation to
lighten his labours by giving him his own son, Ebenezer, as a colleague.
He, (the son,) after graduating at Harvard College in 1728, took charge of
a school in Lexington, in which employment he continued till nearly three
years after his ordination. Being a young man of uncommon worth and
promise, and having a strong hold on the affections of the people, there was
a general desire among them that he should be associated with his father in
the pastoral ofiice ; and, notwithstanding they had felt somewhat burdened by
their previous pecuniary engagements, they were willing to assume considerable additional expense, for the sake of securing his permanent labours. He,
on the other hand, was strongly solicited to consent to a settlement elsewhere;
but his ardent attachment to the congregation in which he had spent his
early years, as well as the prospect of sharing the toils and responsibilities
of the ministry with his own father, who was by that time verging towards
the decline of life, disposed him to accept their invitation. He entered upon
his work with the most encouraging prospects ; and the relation promised to
be one of great comfort and usefulness to all concerned; and, while it con*Appletou's and Gay's Funeral Sermons.—Eliot's and AUen's Biog. Diet.
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tinned, the best hopes formed concerning it were fulfilled. But within about
six years from the time of his ordination, he was suddenly removed by death.
He died January 28, 1740, in the thirtieth year of his age. His death was
regarded as a great calamity, not only to his own immediate congregation,
but to the whole surrounding community.
After his death, his venerable father, though far advanced in life, continued to perform the duties of his ofiice nearly thirteen years. Indeed his
spirit revived, and his health became more vigorous, as he seemed to realize
an increased demand for labour ; and his people never appreciated his ministrations more highly, than when they witnessed the fervour of his spirit,
and the vigour of his efforts, amidst the decays of age. On the Sabbath
immediately preceding his decease, he preached with uncommon earnestness,
and continued in his usual health, until Tuesday night, the 5th of December,
1752, when he was awaked out of his sleep by severe pains, which soon
gave place to the sleep of death. He died in the eighty-second year of his
age, and the fifty-fourth of his ministry. Two sermons were preached on
the occasion of his death, by the Rev. Nathaniel Appleton of Cambridge.
Mr. Hancock published the following Discourses :—The Election Sermon,
17-2. A Sermon in Boston at the Thursday Lecture, 1724. A Sermon
at Braintree at the ordination of his son, 1726. A sermon at Lancaster, at
the installation of Timothy Harrington,* 1748.
The following anecdotes illustrative of some traits of Mr. Hancock's
character have been kindly furnished me by the Rev. Theodore Parker,
who was born and brought up in the parish in which Mr. Hancock exercised
his ministry :—
"In the period of Mr. Hancock's ministry, while the country was newly settled,
and the bounds of estates not well fixed, it frequently happened that his parishioners would find it difBcult to settle the bounds of their respective estates. On
such occasions, Mr. Hancock volunteered his services as arbitrator and final
judge. He would repair to the house of one of the contending parties, and
address him by his Christian name, as was the custom of the clergy, except
when speaking to such as were technically called 'Gentlemen.' 'Joseph,' says
the minister, ' I hear you quarrel with neighbour Reed,'—if that was the
name. ' Why,' says the man, ' we did'nt raaly get our horns together.' ' Ah,
but I hear you quarrel with him,—about your lands, I suppose it is.' ' Yes,
Sir.' ' Well, take your deed and your plan, and come over to Reuben's with
me.'
" They go together to the neighbour's house, and, after the usual salutations,
very humble on the one side, and very lofty on the other, the minister says,
—' W,A\, Reuben, I have brought Joseph along with me to settle the quarrel
between ye—get your deed and your plan.' Then he compared the two, heard
the rival claims, went to the spot, attended by some of the other neighbours, and
walkeil back and forth, looking at the premises; then, having made up his mind,
he would say,—' Take your axes and cut some stakes.' They were cut.
'Drive this stake down here, and pile some stones around it.' That was done.
' N'ow drive that stake down there, and pile some stones around that.' It was
done accordingly. Then he would say,—' Now, Reuben and Joseph, your line
runs there, and there let it run forever! That is your land, Joseph, and that is
y<nir land, Reuben, and let us have no more quarrelling about this matter.'
• TIMOTHY HAnni.NCTON was a native of Waltham; was graduated at Harvard College in 1737;
I'M ordained at Swanzey, N. II., Nov. 4, 1741; was dismissed in 1747; was installed at Lancast«r, Mo,^., Xov. 16, 1748; and died Deo. 18, 1795, aged eighty. He published a Century Ser""on, 1753.
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" T h i s clerical manner of getting a judicium rusticum was effectual. There
was no appeal. Substantial justice was done, litigation was avoided, and good
feeling restored. His manner on such occasions, and the assumption of authorit y attending it, procured him the title of Jiishop Hancock—not a very pleasant
name to the men who gave it.
" The following story illustrates his self reliance and independence. In the
latter part of his ministry, while he was quite aged, but still hale and vigorous,
and not a little disposed to use his authority, the two deacons, and perhaps
others in the church, thought it was necessary to put some check upon the good
old man. So, on a set time, the deacons went to his house to propose that they
should have Ruling Elders in the church. I t was thought to be a diificult matter to propose the business to so lofty a man,—so the ablest of the deacons
undertook it—after the following fashion. ' W e think. Sir,' said he, ' that on
account of your great age, you ought to have some assistance from the church,
in your numerous assiduous labours.' ' A h , ' — s a y s Mr. Hancock, who knew
what was coming,—' I know I am old, and I suppose I am feeble too,—I
thank the church for their kindness. But how do they propose to help me."
' Oh,' said the deacons, ' they thought they would appoint two Ruling Elders to
divide the care of the church with you. But they did not wish to do so without
your consent.' ' Well, I should like it,' said he—' perhaps they would choose
you to the ofiice.' The deacons concurred in that opinion—' They could'nt do
better; you might be of great help to me. But what do you think is the
business of Ruling Elders.'" saith he. ' O h , ' said the aspirants to the ofiice,
thinking the difficulty all over,—' we will leave that to you,—you are a learned
man, and have studied the history of the Church.' ' Y e s , ' said he, ' I have
studied ecclesiastical history a good deal, and paid particular attention to Church
discipline and government, and I think I know what the Ruling Elders ought to
do.'
' We leave it wholly to you to say what part of your labour they shall
attend to,'—remarked the deacons. ' W e l l , then,' said the Bishop, ' I should
like to have one of them come up to my house before meeting on Sunday,
and get my horse out of the barn, and then saddle him and bring him up to
the door, and hold the stirrup while I get on. The other may wait at
the church door and hold him while I get off; then, after meeting, he may
bring him up to the steps. This is all of my work I ever can consent to let the
Ruling Elders do for me.' The office has remained vacant to the present day.
" The following shows that he could be facetious as well as episcopal. He
once visited a wealthy farmer, one of his best friends, who was in the habit of
making him presents from time to time. He went to visit the family once; it
was in haying time, and the men folks were at a distance in the meadow, so he
only saw the farmer's wife and the younger children. I t was in the forenoon, and
she got him for luncheon some brown bread and cider, and set before him also a
whole cheese, that he might cut for himself. He put his knife on the cheese,
first this way and then that, as if in doubt where to begin. ' Where shall I cut
this cheese, Mrs. Smith .'" asked he. ' Cut it where you have a mind to, Mr.
Hancock,'—was the answer. ' Then,' said he, ' I think I will cut it at home."
So slices of cheese were brought for the lunch, and the whole cheese put in his
saddle b a g s . "
Mr. Hancock had a son, John, who was graduated a t Harvard College in
1719, was ordained at B r a i n t r e e , as successor of the R e v . Joseph Marsh,*
November 2, 1726, and died May 7 , 1744, aged forty-one. H e was the
father of Governor Hancock. H e possessed good talents, and was distinguished for diligence, prudence and fidelity. D u r i n g the Whitefieldian
* JOSEPH MAESH was a native of Hadley; was graduated at Harvard CoUege in 1705; was
ordamed at Braintree, May 18, 1709; and died March 8, 1726, aged forty-one.
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revival, which occurred a short time before hia death, he was a vigorous
opposer of what he regarded the enthusiasm of the day, and actually took
part in the controversy which was then carried on, by writing at least two
pamphlets. He was, however, equally earnest in cautioning his people
against the opposite extreme of infidelity and indifference to religion. H e
published a Sermon on the death of E. Quincy, 1738; a Century Sermon,
1739; a Sermon on the good work of Grace, 1743 ; An expostulatory and
pacific Letter in reply to Mr. Gee, 1748 ; The Examiner, or Gilbert against
Tennent, (by Philalethes,) 1748.
Mr. Hancock, the elder, had yet another son, Thomas, a distinguished
benefactor of Harvard College, who died in Boston, August 1, 1764. His
nephew, Governor Hancock, inherited the larger part of his property; but
he left several considerable legacies in aid of the cause of learning and
religion.

SIMON BRADSTREET.*
1697—1741.
SIMON B R A D S T R E E T was a grandson of Simon Bradstreet, one of the
most distinguished of the Pilgrim fathers, and for many years Governor of
the Colony of Massachusetts. He was a son of the Rev. Simon Bradstreet,
who was graduated at Harvard College in 1660 ; was ordained pastor of
the church in New London, Conn., October 5, 1670 ; and died in 1688, at
the age of forty-five. The subject of this notice was born in New London
in 1669, and was graduated at Harvard College in 1693. When the Rev.
Mr. Morton of Charlestown had become so infirm as to need assistance in
the prosecution of his ministry, Mr. Bradstreet, in March, 1697, was called
to be his colleague ; but, for some reason which is not now known, he declined the call. I t was, however, renewed in May of the next year, (Mr. Morton having died in the mean timeO under circumstances which led him to
accept i t ; and he was accordingly ordained pastor of the church in Charlestown, on the 26th of October, 1698.

For about fifteen years, Mr. Bradstreet performed the duties of his ofiice
without an assistant; but, in 1713, the town, having previously consulted
hun on the subject, determined to give him a colleague. The Rev. Joseph
Stevens of Andover was chosen; but his ministry was a short one, as he
died in 1721. For more than two years after his death, Mr. Bradstreet
was without any regular assistant; but, in February 1724, the Rev. Hull
Abbott became associated with him in the pastoral ofiice. After the infirmities of age had rendered Mr. Bradstreet inadequate to any public service,
the people became desirous of having another minister settled; and accord• Mass. Hist. Coll. VIII.—Buddington's Hist, of the First church in Charlestown.
t HoLL ABBOT wag born in Boston, June 15, 1702. His father, who seems to have followed
the seas, wag lost at sea in February, 17 • 8. The son was graduated at Harvard College In 1720,
baring been, it is said, the first student who received assistance from the Hollis fund. In 1731,
he was married to Mary Bradstreet, the daughter of his colleague. He died April 19,1774, after
a ministTy of more than fifty years, at the age of eighty. He published a Sermon preached at
™ Artillery election, 1735; a Sermon on the Rebellion in Scotland, 1746; and a Sermon against
profane cursing and swearing, 1747.
VOL. I.
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ingly, the Rev. Thomas Prentice* was installed as an associate pastor, October 3, 1739. Mr. Bradstreet died on the 31st of December, 1741, aged
seventy-two years.
The following account of Mr. Bradstreet is from the Massachusetts Historical Collections, I I L : —
"He was a most learned man, of strong mind, tenacious memory, lively imagination, but subject to hypocondriac complaints, which made him afraid to preach in the
pulpit some years before he died. He delivered his sermons in the deacon's seat, without notes, and which were generally melancholy etfusions upon the state of man and
the vanity of the world. He possessed such a catholic spirit and such liberal views
of the Gospel dispensation, that some of the more zealous brethren accused him of
Arminianism; but the only evidence of this was his fondness for Tillotson's sermons
and being rather a practical than a doctrinal preacher. He seldom, if ever, appeared
with a coat, but always with a plaid gown, and was seen with a pipe in his mouth.
When he was introduced to Governor Burnet, who was himself a fine scholar, it
was said of him, that here was a man who could whistle Greek. The late Judge Russell was present, a young lad, when Lieutenant Governor Tayler thus introduced Mr.
Bradstreet to his Excellency. Governor Burnet afterwards spoke of him as one of
the first literary characters and best preachers he had met with in these American
regions."
The Historical Society has preserved and published in its Collections (Vlll.)
an epitaph in Latin which Mr. Bradstreet wrote upon his distinguished predecessor, the Rev. Charles Morton, and which is considered as a fine specimen
of classical taste.
The children of Mr. Bradstreet were persons of great worth and respectability. One of them, Simon, was graduated at Harvard College in 1728;
was ordained successor to the Rev. E. Holyoke at Marblehead, January 4,
1738, and died October 5, 1771 ;—Isaac Story,t who married his daugliter,
having been his colleague about five months. The Rev. Mr. Barnard of
Marblehead, who gave him the charge at his ordination, left the following
testimony concerning him in manuscript:—" Mr. Bradstreet proves a most
worthy, pious, devout Christian, and faithful pastor; aiming and labouring
to bring over people to God and Christ and holiness; has the hearty afi'ections of his people equal to what Mr. Holyoke had; and with whom I live
in brotherly correspondence." I t is stated in the Historical Collections,
(VIII.) that he "was an excellent scholar; but, in the latter part of his
life, owing to nervous disorders, was less animated in the delivery of his
* THOMAS PRENTICE was born in Cambridge in 1702, and was graduated at Harvard CoUegein
1726. In November, 1730, he was ordained minister of Arundel, Maine. When the Indian war
broke out in 1737, the church was dispersed, and Mr. Prentice returned with his family to his
native place. He soon received invitations to settle over the New North church, Boston, the
church in West Cambridge, and the church in Charlestown; the latter of which he accepted, and
the same day declined the other two. After the burning of Charlestown by the lirittsh in l775,
Mr. Prentice's congregation was dispersed, and he retired to Cambridge, and resided during tho
rest of his life in the house in which he was born. After an interval of about three years, the
ordinances of religion were re-established, and Mr. Prentice, then an aged man, resmned his
ministry. He was an energetic speaker, and continued so to the last; though his memory had so
entirely failed, that, on the last Sabbath that he appeared in the pulpit, he is said to have preached the same sermon both parts of the day. He died on the 17th of June, 1782, aged eighty.
He was three times married—flrst, to a daughter of the llev. Samuel Emery of Wells, [Mr. Lmery
was graduated at Harvard College in 1691; was ordained pastor of the church in Wells, Me.,
after preaching there some time. Oct. 29, 1701; and died in 1724.] who died in 1745; ne.xt, to a
daughter of Nathaniel Austin of Charlestown, who died in October, 1748; and last, to widow Mary
Butman <jf Old York, who survived him. By the first marriage, he had three children; by the
second, one; by the third none. He published a Thanksgiving Sermon, 1745; a last Sermon,
1748; a Sermon on the earthquake, 1756; a Sermon on the death of Mrs. Anna Cary, 1755.
_t Mr. STORY continued his relation to the church as pastor for thirty years, when he left the
ministry and,engaged;in secular business. He published an Kpistle from Yarico to liikle, together with their characters, as related in the Spectator, 1792; a Discourse preparatory to the collection
for the benefit of our Ameitican brethren in captivity at Algiers, 1795; a Thanksgiving Sermon,
1795; a Eulogy on Washington, delivered at Sterling, 1800; an Oration at Worcester, 1801 (
yamassian shep-opened in the Pindaric style, 1801.
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sermons, and less disposed to mingle with mankind." He published a sermon on the death of his brother Samuel of Charlestown, in 1755.

SAMUEL MOODY.^
1698—1747.
SAMUEL MOODY was born at Newbury, Mass., January 4, 1676.
He
was the grandson of William Moody, who is said to have emigrated from
Wales as early as 1634, and, after a short residence in Ipswich, to have
settled in Newbury, where he died October 25, 1673. He was the son of
Caleb Moody, the second of three sons of the preceding, who was the
Reiireseutativc of Newbury in the General Court of Massachusetts, in 1677
and 1(578, and died August 25, 1698, aged sixty-one. He was a nephew of
the Rev. Joshua Moody, an eminent minister of Portsmouth, N. H. Of
the early years of Samuel Moody nothing has been preserved. He was graduated at Harvard College in 1697, at the age of twenty-two. In May, 1698,
he commenced preaching in York, and was regularly ordained over the first
parish in that place, December 20, 1700, as successor to the Rev. Shubael Dummer.t
About eight years previous to Mr. Moody's settlement at York, the place
had been subjected to fearful ravages from the Indians. Mr. Dummer, the
minister, was shot dead as he was mounting his horse at his own door, and
his wife taken captive. Nearly the whole town was destroyed on the same
day, there being about fifty persons killed, and double that number made
captives. This terrible disaster had well nigh been the occasion of breaking up the settlement; but, in consequence of receiving aid from the government, they were encouraged to continue their possessions; and, for
several years previous to the settlement of Mr. Moody, they were without
the stated ministry of the Gospel. Mr. Moody, however, preached to them
about two years, before he was regularly constituted their pastor ; during
which time he officiated as chaplain to the garrison in that place. In 1699,
he made a representation to the General Court of the pressing necessities
of the town, and connected with it a petition that they would make a grant
to assist in defraying the expenses incurred by himself and his family during the preceding year. The petition was duly considered, and twelve
pounds were ordered to be paid to Mr. Moody out of the public treasury.
Tip whole period of his ministry was marked, to a great extent, by agitation and peril, either from the incursions of the Indians or the interference
of the French ; and as late as 1746,—only one year before Mr. Moody's
death, the people were accustomed to carry arms to the house of God,
from an apprehension that they might be surprised while they were engaged
in public worship.
•Sullivan's H i t . of Maine.—Farmer's Gen. Reg.—Alden s Epitaphs.—Greenleaf's Eccl.
Sketcliis. —liioL-raphical .-ketches of the Moody family.
t siH'BAF.L DuMMH.u Was the son uf Richard Dummer, who came to New England in 16.36, and
dii-d .It Newbury, Decemlier 14, 1679, aged eighty-seven, lie (the son) was lorn I t l r u a r y 17,
li'Cn; wa^ graduated at Harvard College in 1656; began to preach at York in 1062; was ordained there December :!, Iu72; and died January 25, 1692.
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Mr. Moody had an uncommonly successful ministry. He possessed great
fervour of spirit, and was a zealous friend of revivals of religion ; and, in
several instances, was gratified by witnessing such scenes among his own
people. In the great revival which occurred about 1741, in which Whitefield had so prominent an agency, his church had a sensible share ; and, at
the time of his death, it numbered three hundred and seventeen members
in full communion. Whitefield visited him and preached to his people, at
least on two different occasions. The last time was in October, 1744. It
is recorded that Mr. Moody called on him on his arrival at York, and said,
— " S i r , you are welcome, first to America; secondly, to New England;
thirdly, to all faithful ministers in New England ; fourthly, to all the good
people of New England ; fifthly, to all the good people of York ; and sixthly
and lastly, to me, dear Sir, less than the least of all."
In the earlier part of his ministry, Mr. Moody was accustomed to preach
frequently abroad, and, in one instance, he travelled on a preaching tour as
far as Providence, R. I., where he was instrumental of laying the foundation of a Congregational Church. His highly popular talents and glowing
zeal gave him a very extensive influence among the churches.
Mr. Moody was a member of the famous Convention of ministers that
met at Boston, July 7, 1743, to pass judgment on the remarkable religious
state of things that then existed in New England. Though he was strongly
favourable to the revival, he was a vigorous opposer of the separations of
churches, which some encouraged.
In 1745, only two years before his death, and when he had reached the
age of seventy, he went as chaplain to the American army, on the celebrated Cape Breton expedition. He engaged in this enterprise at the instance
of Sir William Pepperell; and one principal motive that is said to have influenced him, was the confident conviction that Louisburg would be taken,
and that he should have the pleasure of demolishing the objects of Papal
worship. Some of his friends attempted to discourage him from his purpose ; but his reply was, that there never was a bullet made to hurt him.
As he went on board the vessel at Boston, he seized an axe, exclaiming,—
" T h e sword of the Lord and of Gideon"; and, after the capture of the
place, he actually shouldered his axe and cut down the images with his own
hands, as he had predicted. And there, in the house which had been dedicated to Catholic worship, he preached the first Protestant sermon ever
preached on the island,—from Psalm c. 4, 5, — " E n t e r into his gates with
thanksgiving and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him and
bless his name ; for the Lord is good, his mercy is everlasting, and his truth
endureth to all generations."
Mr. Moody's death occurred on the 13th of November, 1747. He suffered great bodily distress in his last hours; and his son Joseph sat behind
him on the bed, supporting the dying father in his arms. When the breath
had ceased, and it began to be remarked that he was gone, his son exclaimed with aloud voice.—"And Joseph shall put his hands upon thine eyes."
He then actually performed the of&ce of closing his eyes, and laid him back
lifeless on the bed.
'
Mr. Moody was first married to Hannah Sewall, the only daughter of
John Sewall of Newbury, and the first cousin of the Rev. Dr. Sewall, minister of the Old South church, Boston. She died January 29, 1728, aged
fifty-one years. They had three children, namely : Joseph who became
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pastor of the Second church in York; Mary, who became the wife of the
Rev. Joseph Emerson* of Maiden; and Lucy, who died at an early age.
Mr. Moody was married a second time, but had no children by that marriage.
The following is a list of Mr. Moody's publications:—The vain youth
summoned to appear at Christ's bar: Lecture Sermon at York, Me., 1701.
The doleful state of the damned: substance of several sermons at York,
1710.
Judas the Traitor hung up in chains to give warning to professors,
1714.
Massachusetts Election Sermon, 1721. A Sermon preached to
children after catechising in the town of York, Me., 1721. A summary
account of the life and death of Joseph Quasson, an Indian. A Sermon on
the way to get out of debt, and the way to keep out of debt.
FROM THE REV JOTHAM SEWALL.
CHESTEKVILLE, Me., July 13,1850.
My Dear Sir: In reply to your request for my recollections of the celebrated
Mr, Moody of York, known as " Father Moody," I have to say that I have no
personal recollections of him, as he died several years before I was born. I was,
however, a native of the same parish in which he was settled, and my parents
were members of his church; so that I come somewhat nearer to him in respect
to time, and have more direct and extended hereditary reminiscences of him,
than probably any other person now living. But, instead of attempting formally
to delineate his' character, I will simply relate a few of the many anecdotes that
have come down concerning him. Many of his reported strange sayings and
doings, I presume he would not own, if he were living; but he had genuine"
children enough of this kind, without having any palmed upon him that were
not his own. What I shall relate I think you may rely upon as authentic; and
you will be able from these anecdotes to gather a better idea of his peculiarities,
than you could from any other statements which it is in my power to make.
* JOSEPH EMERSON was the grandson of the Rev. Joseph Emerson, who was ordained the first
minister of Mendon, Mass., in 1667, and, after preaching there eight years, removed to Concord,
where he died Jan. 3, 1680. He was the son of Edward Emerson, and was born at Chelmsford,
April 20, 1700. His parents removed to Charlestown, when he was four or five years old; and,
after several changes of residence, he entered Harvard College in 1713, and was graduated in
1717. The next year he spent in teaching a school in York, Me,, occasionally preaching; and
the year succeeding that, he kept a school at Newbury, and spent the winter after, in preaching
at Kingston. In July, 1719, he desisted from teaching, and went to reside with his uncle, (Waldo,) in Boston. Here he continued preaching in difi'erent places, till March, 1721, when he was
invited to become the minister of Maiden. He was ordained there on the 31st of October following. He was married, Dec, 27,1721, after a wedding sermon, by a relative, from the t e x t — " In
the day of prosperity be joyful." In August 1724, his house, with nearly every thing which it
contained, was burnt. Having laboured with great fidelity and acceptance for forty-six years, he
died suddenly on the 13th of July, 1767, He published several occasional Discourses, one of
which was on the mortal sickness at Maiden, 1738. Three of his sons were ministers. Joseph
was bom August 25, 1724; was graduatedat Harvard College in 1743; wasordained pastor of thechurch in Pepperell, Feb. 25, 1747; and died Oct. 29, 1775. He published a Thanksgiving Sermon on the Repeal of the Stamp Act, 1766; Part of a Sermon on the death of his father, 1767;
and one or two other oecasional Sermons. William-was born May 21, 1743; was graduatedat
Harvard College in 1761; and was ordained at Concord, Mass., Jan. 1, 1766. Atthe commencement of the Revolution, he volunteered to act as Chaplain to a regiment. When, in ] 776, a
reinforcement was sent from Massachusetts to the army at Ticonderoga, he went also in the capacity of Chaplain; but the hardships to whioh he was exposed proved too much for his delicate
constitution, and brought on a bilious fever which, when he had proceeded a few miles on his
return, obliged him to stop, and, within a few days, terminated his life. He died at Rutland,
Vt,, Oct, 20, 1776, in his thirty-fifth year. .John was born Nov, 25, 1745; was graduated at
Harvard College in 1764; was ordained the first minister of Conway, Deo. 21, 1769; and died
Jnne 26, 1826, at the age of eighty-one. He published a Discourse at the ordination of Joel
Baker; [who was a native of Conway; was graduated at Dartmouth College in 1792; wasordained pai^tor of the Second church in Granville, Mass., June 23. 1797; and died in September, 1832,
Sted sixty-six.] a Sermon at the ordination of Thomas H. Wood, 1804; and a Sermon before the
ampshire Missionary Society, 1809.
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Father Moody's first wife was the sister of my grandfather, and was the
mother of his three children. His daughter, Mary, was the wife of Mr, Joseph
Emerson, who was minister in those days in Maiden, near Boston, Mr, Emerson used to write out his sermons correctly, before he preached them; whereas
Father Moody wrote but little, and was rather scattering in his manner of
preaching, Mr. Emerson would now and then take his wife home, and spend a
Sabbath with her father, and give the people a couple of his good written sermons. Numbers of Father Moody's hearers were very much taken with Mr,
Emerson's well studied discourses. " Oh what instructive sermons—we can
learn something from them "—they were wont to say. Father Moody found it
out, and thought within himself,—" If I should once in a while write out a sermon in full, perhaps I might benefit those people who do not so well relish my
random fires." So he concluded to put the matter to trial, and wrote a sermon
with this object in view. After opening the meeting as usual, he began to read
his manuscript, and kept on reading till he got tired; and then stopped and
looked round upon the people and said,—" Emerson must be Emerson, and Moody
must be Moody, I feel as if I had my head in a bag. You call Moody a rambling preacher, and it is true enough; but his preaching will do to catch up
rambling sinners—you are all runaways from the L o r d . " And so he went on
his old w a y ; he would not'submit to be trammelled at that rate.
At a meeting of the Association to which he belonged, held at his own house,
the ministers undertook to call him to an account for his odd expressions and
back-handed strokes. " Father Moody, we do not think you do right."
" W h y , what have I done ^" " W h y , we are told that at such a time you
expressed yourself so and so. Now you know whether it is true or not. If it
is, we do think you ought to be more careful; for you are liable by such a course
to injure the good cause." lie made no answer, but stepped into his study, and
soon returned with a memorandum of twenty or thirty cases of the hopeful conversion of persons who had been awakened by just such expressions as his
brethren were condemning. As he read it over to them with the dates, &c.,
they looked at each other with no little surprise, aud one of them remarked,—
" If the Lord owns Father Moody's oddities, we must let him take his own
w a y ; " — a n d to this they all agreed.
In a time of revival among his people, there was much excitement, some taking
sides for and some against the work. lie was pa.s.sing the road one day, and
came upon two men disputing warmly in respect to the existing state of things
in the community. In his zeal, (forgetting tho prohibition,—' Be no striker,')
he gave one of them a blow on the shoulder with his cane, exclaiming, " I'll
teach you better than to dispute against the work of God." After some talk, he
found that it was the friend of the work whom he had undertaken to chastise.
He immediately fell down upon his knees there in the road, and asked forgiveness; and so the matter was settled.
At a certain time, a pious man who had heard much of Father Moody's fame,
travelled a considerable distance on purpose to make his acquaintance; and he
passed the night with him. He was much taken up with his pious conversation
and devout and earnest prayers in the evening and morning. But while they
were sitting at breakfast, one of his neighbours came in with a complaint that
his (Mr. Moody's) cattle had got into his field and done damage, and he wished
him to take care of them. Mr. Moody was much discomposed that the man
should come to him, under such circumstances, with such a complaint, (for his
wife and hired man managed all his worldly matters,) and, under the influence
of excitement, he said a number of unadvised things. Upon a moment's refiection, he rose ha.stily and left the table, and his wife and guest, and without
stopping to finish breakfast, retired into his study. The stranger also left the
table, and walked the room, saying within himself,—" W h a t does all this mean?
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Is this the great and godly Mr. Moody that I have heard of so much, and with
whose conversation and prayers I have been so delighted .'"' Mr, Moody, after a
little while, came back from his study, bewailing his folly with tears, and
exclaimed,—" If it were not for the example of the Jewish prophet, Jonah, left
on sacred record, I should have no hope of myself" And so that squall blew over.
On one occasion, he had a lecture at a private house, and there was no one
present who was competent to conduct the singing, except his hired man. So
he called on his man, John, to tune the psalm, while the line was given out in
detail. John obeyed; and after they had got through, Mr. Moody thus accosted
him,—" John, you never shall set the psalm again; for you are ready to burst
•with pride."
One morning, late in the fall, after snow had began to come, he rose early
before his wife, and while he was making a fire in his kitchen, there came in a
poor woman, and asked if Madam Moody had not an old pair of shoes that were
better than hers, that would keep her feet from the snow and cold ground. Mr.
Moody took his wife's shoes and gave her, and she went off highly delighted.
By and bye, when Mrs, Moody arose and could find nothing of her shoes, Mr,
Moody, hearing her inquire for them, said,—" I gave them away to such a poor
woman this morning," " Why, Mr, Moody, how could you do so, when you
knew they were all the shoes I had in the world ,'" " Never mind, the Lord
•will send in another pair before night, I don't doubt," And the prediction was
verified; in the course of the day, a new pair of shoes was actually sent to her,
A couple of strangers called on Father Moody one day early in the forenoon.
Their horses were put out, and he took them into the sitting room, and engaged
in conversation with them. His wife opened a door from another room, and
beckoned to him to come to her. He went, and she said to him in a low tone,—r
"Dear Mr, Moody, what shall we do,' We have nothing to set before these
men for dinner." "Never mind—set the table, and I do not doubt that the
Lord will send us something by dinner time." One of his church members, who
lived in sight, and saw the men call at the parsonage, said to her daughters,—
" There are a couple of strangers gone to Mr. Moody's, and I guess it is pretty
short times with them: let us prepare a dinner, and send it in." They did so,
and thus the set table was furnished in season.
When Cape Breton was taken the first time. Father Moody served as chaplain.
After the capture was efi'ected, the officers of the navy and land forces dined
together. Some of Mr. Moody's friends, who knew his partiality for long
services, were apprehensive that he would be so long asking a blessing that the
food would get cold before they could commence eating it. When dinner was
ready. General Pepperell spoke to Mr, Moody, and he came to the table, lifting
up both hands and saying,—" 0 Lord, we have so much to bless thee for, we
must refer it to eternity,—for time is too short: so bless our food and fellowship
for Christ's sake," His friends were so agreeably disappointed that they took
down his long blessing in writing, and brought it home; and by that means I
obtained it.
One time Father Moody was some distance from home, and called on a brother
in the ministry, thinking to pass the Sabbath with him, if agreeable. The
brother appeared glad to see him, and said,—"I should be very glad to have
you preach for me to-morrow, but I am almost ashamed to ask you," " Why,
what is the matter ,'" " Our people are in such a habit of leaving before the meeting is closed, that it seems to be aii imposition on a stranger," " If that is all,
I must and will stop to preach for you." When Sabbath day came, and he had
named his text, he looked round and said,—" My friends, I am going to preach
to two sorts of folks to-day, saints and sinners. Sinners, I am going to give you
your portion first, and I would have you give good attention." He went on and
preached to them as long as he thought proper, and then paused and said,—
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" There, sinners, I have done with you now; you may take your hats and go
out of the meeting house as soon as you please," Of course no one availed
himself of the permission.
Among Mr, Moody's stated hearers there was a young man who took special
pains, when he had a new pair of shoes to creak, or a new garment to show, to
come into meeting after the service had commenced. After having annoyed Mr.
Moody in this manner for some time, he came in, as he usually did, one morning
during tho prayer, and had to walk a considerable distance in the house before
he readied his seat. The moment he stopped in his seat, Mr. Moody with an
elevated tone of voice, exclaimed,—" 0 Lord, we pray thee, cure Ned Ingraham
of that ungodly s t r u t ! "
Mr, Moody, on one occasion, observed quite a number of his hearers asleep.
He stopped in his sermon and cried out at the top of his voice,—" Fire, Fire,
F i r e , " One man, waking out of a sound sleep, asked in the utmost consternation, " W h e r e ? " " In hell, for sleepy sinners," answered the preacher.
When he settled in York, he refused to have a stated salary, preferring to live
upon charity and faith. After he became advanced in years, his people inserted
in their warrant for a parish meeting, an article, to see if the parish would settle
a salary upon him. The circumstance having been communicated to him, he
attended the meeting, and when that article was called up, he earnestly opposed
it. His friends reminded him that age was creeping upon him, that he received
but a meagre support, and that the little he did get was principally from some of
his best friends, and that such a course operated very unequally. He inquired
who his best friends were; and, without waiting for an answer, mentioned a number of persons, and asked if they were not among them. It was admitted that
they were, " And are they n o t , " added he, " the best livers in town?" " Y e s , "
was tlie answer, " Y e s , " responded he, " a n d so they always will be, so long
as they lay themselves out for the support of the Gospel," He persevered in his
determination; and, as he began in that way, he resolved to see it through; though
I have understood he did not recommend the course to others.
From these various anecdotes you will collect what I believe tradition fully
justifies,—that Mr. Moodj^ was a man of great constitutional eccentricity, and
much natural quickness of spirit, but remarkable for his shrewdness, his confidence in God, his fervent devotion, his never failing charity, his glowing love of
souls, and his inten.se and unyielding zeal in the cause of his Master. I can say
but little of his personal appearance; but my impression is, that he was of about
the middle size, and that in the pulpit he had a good deal of action, which was
natural, because prompted by strong feelings.
His son J O S E P H partook, in no small degree, of the father's eccentricity; and,
though you do not ask me for biographical details, but merely for illustrative
incidents, I will add a brief account of tliis some\\'hat remarkable man. He was
born in the year 1700,—the same year in v.hich his father was settled in the
ministry
He was graduated at Harvard College in 1718. He was successively
Clerk of the town of York, Register of deeds for the county, and a Judge of the
county court; and for fourteen years was a highly respected and useful member
of civil society. He had a remarkable gift in prayer. His father thought he
ought to preach; and he thought that his father knew best; and he ^vas over persuaded to become a minister. In 1730, a parish was incorporated, chiefiy through
the influence of his father, in the upper York, and two years after, a church was
gathered there, of which he (the son) became the pastor. In consequence of
the feebleness of the parish, he received but a small support. From all that I
have been able to gather, he never felt at home in his w o r k : so long, ho-vvever, as
his wife lived to take care of temporal things, he got .along tolerably well; but
when she died, and he had to care for both worlds, it was too much for him: he
fell into a state of deep melancholy, left preaching, broke up house-keeping, and
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•wore a handkerchief over his face, in consequence of which he got the appellation
of " Handkerchief Moody." When his father left his people to serve as chaplain, he was so far recovered from his mental depression, that he supplied his
father's pulpit; though he did it in a way peculiarly his own. He would turn
his back to the people, turn up his handkerchief, and read a printed sermon; but
when he prayed, he would turn down his handkerchief and face the congregation. There were frequent communications from Louisburg (as it is sometimes
called,) to the effect that the place was not yet taken. A day of fasting and
prayer was appointed in York; and several neighbouring ministers attended.
In the course of the service, Joseph Moody offered a prayer, and a very long
prayer it was. He flrst used all manner of arguments, and pleas with the Lord
for the success of the enterprise;—that the place might be given into our'hands,
and " this limb of Anti-Christ" cut off'. And then he turned in his prayer and
gave thanks that it actually was given up;—it was ours;—praising God, for a
long time, for such unmerited mercy; and closed in this way,—" Lord, we are
no better than those that possessed the land before us; and it would be righteous
if the land should spew out its inhabitants, a second time," When the forces
returned from the expedition, and compared dates, it was found that the
place was taken on the very day of the Fast,—the 17th of June, just thirty
years to a day, before the battle of Bunker Hill; and as near as could be ascertained, the capitulation was closed, while he was praying. The places, I suppose, were full six hundred miles apart, A mortal sickness prevailed among the
troops that were left to garrison the place. About two years afterwards, when
the peace was settled between France and England, the place was restored again
to France; so that the Lord did spew out its inhabitants a second time.
Handkerchief Moody had a very different temperament from his father, being
naturally mild and amiable. He spent the latter part of his life in the family of
a Deacon Bragdon, who was constitutionally very hasty in his temper. One
morning he had some difflculty with one of his neighbours about some cattle that
had broken through the fence. He made out to keep his temper tolerably well,
while conversing with his neighbour; but afterwards, while thinking the matter
over, old Adam got such an ascendancy that, by the time he reached the house,
he called out in a hasty and indignant tone to Mr. Moody, to pray for his neighbour, for he had got terribly out of the way. Mr, Moody, perceiving the excited
Btate of the Deacon, mildly inquired, if he did not need prayers as well as his
neighbour, and whether he might not possibly have some share in the blame,
" No, No, No," replied the Deacon, " if I thought I was to blame, I would take
my horse and ride flfty miles, on end," " A h , " said Mr. Moody, " I believe.
Deacon, it would take a pretty good horse to outride the devil."
And what shall I say more of Handkerchief Moody ? I may say that his
friends over persuaded him to preach once more, and that he did, and lived but
a short time afterwards, so that it has been said that he died a martyr to his
own declaration that he could not preach. He died in the year 1753, and appeared in a happy frame in his last hour. It is my opinion that, if he had been let
alone to follow his own course in society, without preaching, he would have done
more good in the world, would have brought up his children himself, instead of
leaving them to the care of others, would have had more real enjoyment, and
perhaps have saved himself the trouble of wearing his handkerchief so long.
You will admit that I have given you a pretty long chapter of reminiscences
for one who is past ninety. But hoping that it will answer your purpose in the
good work that yoif have undertaken, I subscribe myself.
Your unworthy brother and servant in the Gospel of Christ,
JOTHAM SEWALL.
VOL. I,
32
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EBENEZER PEMBERTON.*
1699—1717.
E B E N E Z E R PEMBERTON was a son of James Pemberton, one of the
founders of the Old South church, Boston. He was born in Boston, and
was baptized in the Old South church, February 11, 1671. He was graduated at Harvard College in 1691 ; and, continuing to reside at Cambridge,
was, after some years, chosen "Fellow of the House." He was called
to the pastoral ofiice in the church in which he had been born and baptized,
as colleague with the Rev, Samuel Willard, February 2 1 , 1699, and having
accepted the invitation, was ordained August 28, 1700. Both himself and
Mr. Willard preached on the occasion. Here he continued labouring with
great zeal, popularity and usefulness, during the residue of his life. For
several years previous to his death, he suffered much from bodily pain and
weakness ; but, notwithstanding this, he scarcely relaxed from the duties of
his profession. He preached his last sermon on the 20th of January,
1716-17, from Matthew x x i i . 5 ; and died on the 13th of February, in the
forty-fifth year of his age.
On the 12th of June, 1701, Mr. Pemberton was married to Mrs, Mary
Clark, who survived him, and was afterwards married to Mr, Henry Lloyd
of Long Island, father of Dr. James Lloyd of Boston. Mr. Pemberton
left four children,—three sons and one daughter. One of his sons, Ebenezer, v/as afterwards a minister both in New York and in Boston,
The following is a list of Mr, Pemberton's publications:—The soldier
defended and directed: Artillery Election Sermon, 1701, A Christian
fixed iu his post : A Sermon preached at the Lecture in Boston, 1704.
Advice to a son: A Sermon at the request of a gentleman in New England, upon his son's going to Europe, 1705. Ill-boding symptoms on a professing people : A Sermon preached in the audience of the General Court,
at the Lecture in Boston, 1705. A Sermon on the death of the Rev. Mr.
Samuel Willard, 1707, The Election Sermon, 1710, A Sermon on the
death of the Honourable John Walley, 1711, Three Epistles prefatory to
books written by others,—namely, to Mr, Willard's Sacramental meditations ; to Dr, Colman's Sermons on the Incomprehensibleness of God; and
to Dr, Sewall's Sermons on Family religion.
After his death, the following were printed :—A brief account of the
state of the Province of Massachusetts Bay, in New England, civil and
ecclesiastical, A Discourse previous to the ordination of the Rev, Mr, Joseph
Sewall at Boston, in defence of Presbyterial ordination.
The above were all published in an octavo volume, in 1727, together with
the sermon preached by Dr, Colman, after the funerals of Mr. Brattle and
Mr, Pemberton; and an extract from Dr. Sewall's sermon occasioned by
Mr. Pemberton's death. These several discourses evince a very high order
of intellect and of cultivation. Dr. John Eliot says of them, that " they
are written in the best style, and would do honour to any preacher of the
present age. They are wonderful compositions for the period," The most
elaborate, and perhaps the most ingenious and effective, of them all, is the
Election Sermon.

• Sewall's and Colman's Funeral Sermons.—Mass. Hist. Coll., X.—Wisner's Hist. Discoursel.
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Dr. Sewall in his sermon occasioned by Mr. Pemberton's death, says,—
•'It pleasud God to fiiniish him with eminent gifts and endowments. And he is
justly celebrated as a great scholar, an excellent Divine, and a good Christian.
•' Might 1 piesume to look upon myself as a competent judge of learning and learned inou. 1 would say he was a very great proticieut in the study of the liberal arts and
scieiici-'s.
" He had a great natural capacity, a large and comprehensive genius; and by hard
study and great industry, had amassed a rich treasure of learning. I suppose few in
these eornei'S of the vanh have been better acquaintud with books and mun.
" He read much and had an excellent faculty of digesting what he read, and of
makhig it his own. He had the powers of reasoning and arguing in an high degree,
lie was a great ma.ster of speech, and was very happy in imparting his sentiments to
others. And we may now take up our lamentation and say,—' Behold the Lord, the
Lord of hosts taketh away—the prophet, and the prudent, and the eloquent orator.'
'• Tliese rieh talents whieli his Lord bestowed freely upon him, he coiiseerated to
the work of the ministry; and devoted to the service of Christ iu his temple,—to how
good purpose, ye are witnesses: he did not hide his Lord's talents in a napkin; but
occupied with them, labouring in the word and doctrine. He did spend and was
spent in his Master's service. He was an able minister of the New Testament; a
scribe instructed to the kingdom of Heaven, and brought forth out of his treasure
thiii,:;s new and old. He was highly esteemed for the pertinency, fervency and
copiousness of his expressions in prayer. His discourses were elaborated. The subjects ef them were well chosen, the method was accurate, the style strong and masculine. They were excellently well suited to make his auditors wiser and better; and
he delivered them with extraordinary fervour.
'• 1 account it a great favour of God that I enjoyed the benefit of his ministry so
long.
'• His deeds of charity are now mentioned for a memorial of him. The Lord grant
that his seed after him may be blessed!
•' He had a well instructed family, and took care to worship God in his house. His
repeated requests in his family devotions were, that there might be a blessed intercourse with Heaven.
" It pleased God in his holy providence, to exercise him with strong pains, and that
of long continuance, under which he was enabled to express himself with a becoming
submission and resignation to the sovereign disposal of God. And I look upon it to
be truly wonderful, that under such frequent returns of distressing maladies, he was
sti'ciigthened and spirited in so great a measure to perform his ministerial labours in
the house of God. Herein God's power was observably magnified in him.
" It is a comfort and refreshment to us, that this bright lamp of the sanctuary went
out at last in a sweet perfume; that I may borrow the phrase used by him in his excellent discourse on this subject, above a year ago."*
"These were some of his last v>ords:—' I thank God, who hath given me a good
hope through Christ. Notwithstanding my many infirmities, both in public and private, through his grace, I have been enabled to be sincere and upright before Him,
Aud 1 can now look for an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens when
tills house of my earthly tabernacle is dissolved. And this hope is built only upon
the merits of Christ, who bath suffered so much for me; who died, and is risen again,
and lives forever to make intercession for me. And upon this foundation is built my
hope for myself, my family, my church, and the whole Israel of God. And I thank
God, who hath enabled me, in a dying hour, to express this my liope.' "
* October 23, 1715.
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JOHN BARNARD,*
OP M A R B L E H E A D .

1701—1770.
J O H N B A R N A R D was a native of Boston, and was born November 6,
1681, and baptized the same day. His parents, who were distinguished for
their piety, early devoted him to the ministry, and conducted his education
with the utmost care. He was admitted to Harvard College in 1696, and
was graduated in 1700. During his collegiate course, he was twice the
subject of strong religious impressions,—once in consequence of the sudden
death of two of his acquaintances, and once from being instrumental of saving
one of his companions from drowning; but, in both cases, he soon relapsed
into a habit of thoughtlessness. Before leaving College, however, his mind
became deeply and permanently impressed with religious truth, and he
resolved to fulfil the early purpose of his parents, by devoting himself to
the work of the ministry.
Immediately after his graduation, he returned to his father's house, where
he continued for some time diligently engaged in the culture of his mind
and heart. He had a decided taste for the mathematics, and gave considerable attention to that branch at this period, and still more after his settlement in the ministry; but he was now chiefly occupied with the study of
Theology. He read authors of different religious views,—making the Bible
the only ultimate standard; and the result was, that he settled down in a
belief of the Calvinistic system. He preached his first sermon within less
than a year after he was graduated, from Proverbs v i i i . 17, to a Society of
young men, of which he was a member, formed for the purpose of promoting religion. In August, 1702, he is said to have become " a constant
preacher, performing, some weeks, every day, Saturday excepted, and to
general acceptance." In 1705, be received a call to settle at Yarmouth,
which, however, he declined. During a part of the same year, he was
employed as an assistant to Dr, Colman in Brattle street church, Boston, and
from that time to the close of Dr, Colman's life, there existed between them
an uninterrupted and affectionate intimacy.
In the spring of 1707, he was appointed by Governor Dudley one of the
Chaplains of the army that was sent to reduce the fortress at Port Royal,
now Annapolis, to the British Crown, While he was attempting to take a
plan of the fort, a cannon ball was fired at him, which, however, did him
no other injury, than to cover him with dirt.
In 1709, at the urgent request of Capt. John (afterwards Governor)
Wentworth, he sailed with him as Chaplain to Barbadoes and London, It
was during bis stay in London, that the affair of the celebrated Dr, Sacheverel happened, of which he was accustomed frequently to speak with great
interest. Here also he formed an acquaintance with Dr. Calamy, Mr. Fleming, and many other distinguished British Divines. He was strongly solicited
to settle in England, but he preferred a permanent residence in his native
country. He had also the offer of accompanying Lord Wharton to Ireland
•Whitwell's Fun. Serm.—Mass. Hist. Coll., V I I I , X.—Holmes' Am. Ann., I I .
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in tho capacity of Chaplain; but this too he declined on the ground of not
being able to give his assent to all the articles of the National Church.
After an absence of a year and four months, he returned to New England, where he preached as a candidate for settlement in several places, but,
in each case, was prevented, by some unexpected state of things, from,
receiving a call. At Roxbury, the objection to him is said to have been,
that he had received some particular attentions from G overnor Dudley,—a
fact that sufficiently indicates Dudley's great unpopularity. He at length
became almost discouraged in respect to a permanent settlement, though,
having once solemnly dedicated himself to the ministry, he resolved to persevere. In July, 1714, he commenced preaching at Marblehead, and on the
18th of July, 1716, was ordained there as colleague pastor with the Rev.
Samuel Cheever.* Dr. Cotton Mather and Dr. Colman were of the council
who performed the ordaining services.
In September, 1718, he was married to Anna Woodberry, who was living,
and had reached her seventy-fourth year, at the time of his death.
In the great controversy which agitated the New England churches, in
1741 and onward, in connection with the itinerant labours of Whitefield,
Mr. Barnard seems to have taken a middle course,—not doubting, on the
one hand, that there was a real revival of religion, but convinced, on the
other, that it was greatly marred by the influence of human passion. He
published a Sermon about that time on " Zeal for good works," which was
characterized by sound and enlightened views of Christian duty, and was
eminently " a word in season."
In 1745, the government were desirous of putting in requisition his services as Chaplain to the army that was sent to Louisburg ; and, though he
was then in his sixty-fourth year, he would have consented to go, but for
the objections that were urged by his people.
His health, during nearly his whole ministry, was remarkably vigorous,
80 that, with the exception of a few weeks in the summer of 1746, his
labours were never interrupted by bodily indisposition, till within about two
years of his death; though, on the 25th of August, 1762, he received the
Rev. William Whitwellt as his assistant. In the early part of 1768, his
vision became so much impaired, that he could no longer see to read his
manuscript in the pulpit; though, after this, he sometimes preached extempore, and it was thought, with as much propriety, and even more effect,
than had marked the delivery of his written sermons. His last sermon was
preached on the 8th of January, 1769, from Hebrews x i i i . 1.,—" Let
brotherly love continue." Shortly after, he took a severe cold, which confined him for some time, though he so far recovered that he was able to
•SAMUEL CHEEVER was a son of the celebrated schoolmaster, Ezekiel Cheever, and was horn
at New Haven, Sept. 22, 1639; was graduated at Harvard College in 1669; was ordained pastor
of the church in Marblehead, August 13, 1684, after having preached there sixteen years; and
died May 29, 1724, aged eighty-five. He was distinguished for his thorough knowledge of the
ocnptnres; for the earnestness, plainness and simplicity, of his preaching; and for his catholic,
peaceable and philanthropic spirit. For forty-eight years, he was never hindered from performipg the duties of his office a single Sabbath, and he had never a moment's indisposition in his whole
life. Hig faculties suffered a gradual decay, and the lamp of life fairly burnt out. His son,
Amot, was graduated at Harvard College in 1707: was ordained at Manchester, Mass., Nov. 17,
1716; and died Jan. 15, 1756.
t WILLIAM WHITWELL was graduated at the College of New Jersey in 1758, and died Nov.
8, 1781, in the forty-fifth year of his age, and twentieth of his ministry. " He was the gentleman and the christian happily united. He was a well instructed scribe, concise, pertinent,
enlightening and moving in his addresses on all occasions." He published a Sermon to Mariners,
1769; and a Sennon on the death of Mr. Barnard.
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attend church, and occasionally take part in tho devotional service, and the
administration of the Lord's Supper. He died on the 24th of January,.
1770, in the eighty-ninth year of his age, and the fifty-fourth of his ministry. He had been a preacher of the Gospel more than sixty-eight years.
Mr. Barnard was one of the most vigorous and effective writers among
the New England clergy of that day. The following is believed to be a
correct list of his publications:—The peaceful end of the perfect and upright man : A Sermon on the death of John Atwood, 1714. A Sermon on
the death of the Rev. G. Curwin* of Salem, 1717. A Sermon on the death of
his colleague, the Eev. S. Cheever, 1724. History of the strange adventures
of Philip Ashton, 1725. Two Discourses addressed to young persons, with
one on the earthquake, 1727 A volume of Sermons on the confirmation of
the Christian religion ; on compelling men to come in; and the saints' victory
and rewards, 1727. Thursday Lecture at Boston on judgment, mercy and
faith, the weightier matters of the law, 1729. A Sermon on the certainty
of the birth of Christ, 1731. Election Sermon, 1734. A call to parents
and children: A Sermon, 1787 A Convention Sermon, 1738. Zeal for
good works excited and directed: A Sermon, 1742. The imperfection of
the creature and the excellency of the divine commandment: in nine Sermons, 1747. Janua coelestis, or the mystery of the Gospel in the salvation
of a sinner, in several discourses, 1750. A version of the Psalms,t 1752.
Dudleian Lecture (the first ever published), 1756. The true divinity of
Jesus Christ: A public Lecture in Boston, 1761. A Discourse at the ordination of J^Ir. Whitwell. A Charge and an Address to the people annexed to
Mr, T, Barnard's ordination Sermon, 1762, A Letter to President Stiles,
giving a sketch of the eminent ministers of New England, and published in
the Mass, Hist, Coll,, 1767,
The following account of Mr. Barnard's character is from a discourse
preached the Lord's day immediately succeeding his funeral, by the surviving
pastor of the church to which he had ministered,—the Bev. Mr. Whitwell:—
" Aif to his pj-rson, he was somewhat taller t h a n t h e common size, and well proportioned. His s t a t u r e was r e m a r k a b l y erect and never bent u n d e r the inflrmities of
eighty-eight.
" liis countenance was g r a n d , and his mien majestic, and t h e r e was a dignity in his
whole d e p o r t m e n t .
" A s a gc'ntleman, he conducted t o w a r d s all men with m a r k s of respect, and gave
p a r t i c u l a r honours where honours were d u e ; so t h a t he was universally respected.
and by none more than by his own particular charge. His presence restrained every
i m p r u d e n t sally of y o u t h ; and when the aged saw him, they arose and stood up.
" As a Christian he led an exemplary life, t h a t he might c u t off occasion of offence,
and exemplify t h e doctrine whieli lie t a u g h t . I m e a n not to m a k e him a perfect man.
S t . P a u l did not attain to this in the present life; buP, allowing for the imperfections of
h u m a n n a t u r e , you yourselves are witnesses how unblameably he walked before you.
l i e was an ornament to t h e religion of J e s u s Christ.
" . \ s to his charities, he paid tithes of all he possessed; and in such a way. that often
his right baud knew not what his left b a n d did. Common b j g g a r s he refnsed; and
instead of encouraging vagrants, sought out himself the proper objects of his libeiali* GEOIIGF. CBKWIN was the son of the Hon. Jonathan Curwin, and was born at Salem May 21,
168:5; was L'raduatedat Harvard College in 1701; was iiinrried to Mehitable, daughter of Deliverance Parkinan ia 1711; was ordained at Salem, as ooUea'^'ue with the Rev, JVtr, Noyes, May
19, 1714; and died Nov, 23, 1717, acred thirty-five, Mr, Barnard, in his funeral seriTifn, says
of him,— '-The spirit of early devotiim. accompanied with a natural freedom of thougbt and easy
elocution; a quick invention, a -olidjudgment, and a tenacious memory, laid the foundation of a
good preacher—to which his acquired literature, his great readinjr, h.ird studies, deep meditation,
and close walk with God, rendered him an able and faithful minister of the New Testament,
f He publis-hed this when he was a^oiit seventy years of ase. in the confident hope that it would
come into general use in the New England churches; but it was never publicly used beyond the
Vimits of the town in which it was composed.
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ty, in persons who modestly hid their wants, to whom he gave with an injunction to
conceal their benefactor. The prisoner was released, the poor fed with bread, and the
widow's heart sang for joy, but knew not where to return thanks, unless to that God
bi'lbio whom the sighing of the prisoner comes, who is the father of the fatherless, and
husband and judge of the widow. He usually kept two boys at school, whose parents
were unable to bear the charge, and by this means has furnished the community with
several valuable members, and in his last will has given two hundred pounds, lawful
money, to the sent of learning in this Province.
" As a scholar, he was acquainted with the Hebrew, Greek and Latin languages;
besides which, in his leisure hours, for mere amusement, he had made great proticiencv ill the mathematics. He thoroughly studied the nature of architecture and shipbuilding, and presented several draughts to master workmen, who admired their
exactness, the execution of which, at this day, attracts the admiration of strangers.
He was ;i master of music in all its parts. A specimen of his poetry you have in the
psalms we sing.
" As a minister of Jesus Christ, he was a man thoroughly furnished for every good
work. He had such an happy talent at preventing difiiculties in bis flock, or removing
them when they occurred, that few churches have enjoyed such an uninterrupted
peace for so many years as this. When many were thrown into confusion at the
depreciation of change of money, he frankly forgave you upwards of seven hundred
pounds sterling, upon which you made a generous addition to his salary, and fixed it
for life. By this means he endeared himself to you, and you were endeared to him.
" Though he gratitied the call of his constitution for exercise and even labour, he
was a close student, that did not hide his talent in a napkin; and having lived to an
uncommon old age, uninterrupted by sickness and in a small family, he made great
proficiency in his knowledge of the sacred Scriptures, which he quoted with propriety
aud ease, both in his prayers and preacliing.
" In his preparations for the pulpit, he kept the circumstances of his people in his
eye. The height of his ambition was that he might be wise to win souls to Jesus Christ
—your souls, in a particular manner, because ye were dear unto him. He lamented
that he could not make his discourses more familiar for the lambs of the flock. He
begrudged no time—no pains that he might be instrumental of their salvation.
" There was a vast compass of thought in his performances; though his style being
natural and easy, and his delivery adapted to it, he was readily understood.
" The pulpit was his proper element. Often has he said he should be content to die
there in the service of God and your souls.
" Few men equalled him in prayer. He was always ready upon all occasions, however sudden; and you well remember bis flow of words and depth of thought, even in
his most lengthy performances; and it is remarkable that no man could judge from
his past prayers, what method he would pursue upon similar occasions, however IVequently they occurred: but this was not his main excellence,—for his soul seemed to
be drawn up to Heaven, and to carry yours to the throne of grace with it. Oh. how
importunate was he with God for you ! How earnestly did he wrestle with God for
your salvation! And we have reason to think that God has heard and answered his
prayers in many cases."
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EGBERT BRECK.*
1703—1731.
R O B E R T B R E C K was born in Dorchester, Mass., December 7, 1682. He
was the son of Capt. John Breck, a very ingenious and worthy man, and
grandson of Edward Breck, who came from England and settled in Dorchester in 1636. After the death of his father, he was sent to Harvard
College, where he was graduated in 1700. Having received license to preach,
he was engaged, for some time, in preaching on Long Island, in the then
Province of New York, during the administration of Lord Cornbury; and,
notwithstanding he was then a very young man, he maintained with great
vigour and courage the principles of the nonconformists. He, however,
after a while, for reasons not now known, withdrew from that field of labour,
and returned to Massachusetts, where he spent nearly his whole life. He
was ordained October 25, 1704, at Marlborough, Mass., as successor to the
Rev, William Brimsmead;t and, after a ministry of twenty-six years, died
there, January 6, 1731, in the forty-ninth year of his age. He was married to Elizabeth Wainwright of Haverhill, in September, 1707, who survived him about five years. They had six children, one of whom, Robert,
was, for many years, minister of Springfield, and another was married to the
Rev, Ebenezer Parkman,t pastor of the church in Westborough, There were
three sermons preached to his bereaved flock on occasion of his death, all
of which were published: one by the Rev, John Swift ^ of Framingham;
another by the Rev, John Prentice II of Lancaster ; and a third by the Rev.
Israel Loring of Sudbury. I t was an evidence of the high estimation in which
he was held, that in October previous to his death, when his disease had
assumed an alarming character, a day of fasting and prayer was observed
in his church with special reference to his case, and several of the neighbouring ministers were present to conduct the services,

Mr. Breck published an Election Sermon, 1728 ; and a Sacramental Sermon entitled, " T h e danger of falling away after a profession," 1728.
•Boston V\'cekly Journal, Jan. 18, 1731,—Boston Weekly News Letter, Jan, 21, 1731,—Sermons preached on occasion of his death,
•]• WILLIAM BRIMSMKAT) was a native of Dorchester, and was a member of the class in Harvard
College which was graduated in 11548; but he left College in 1647, without taking his degree. He
preached first at Plymouth; but he was preaching at Marlborough as early as 1660, though he
was not installed there till Oct. 3, 16(56. As he was preaching on the 20th of March, 1676, the
assembly was di.spcr.sed by an outcry of "Indians at tho door!" All reached the fort safely,
except one man, who was wounded. The meeting house and many dwelling houses were burnt.
Ho died July 3, 1701. He preached the Election Sermon in 1681, which was published.
{ E B E N E Z E U PAUKM.VN was a native of Boston; was graduated at Harvard College in 1721;
and was ordained at Westborough, Mass., Oct. 28, 1724,—the day on which the church was gathered. He died Dec. 9, 1782, in his eightieth year. He published a Convention Sermon, 1761;
and a Sermon entitled "Keformers and intercessors sought by God, who grieves when they are
hard to be found," 1757,
§ JOHN SWIFT was a native of Milton; was graduatedat Harvard College in 1697; was ordained as minister of Framingham, Oct, 8, 1701; and died April 24, 1745, aged sixty-seven. He
published a Sermon on the death of the Rev. Mr. Breck, 1731, and the Election Sermon, 1732.
He had a son .John, who was graduated at Harvard College in 1733; was ordained at Acton, Nov.
8, 1738; and died Nov. 17,1775, aged sixty-two.
II JOHN PRKNTICR was a native of Newton; was graduated at Harvard College in 1700; was
ordained pastor of the church at Lancaster, Mass., March 20, 1708: and died Jan. 6, 1746, aged
sixty-six. IlepuHisbod a Sermon on the death of "the Rev. R. Breck, 1731; a Sermon at the
opening of a court at Worcester, 1731; and the Election Sermon, 1735.
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The following is from the Boston Weekly News Letter of January,
1731 :—
"As a clergyman,—he was an able minister of the New Testament, and he obtained
mercy to be faithful; the Holy Ghost, who made him an overseer, having richly
furnished him with grace and gifts for that sacred office.
" The Classis or Association of Ministers he belonged to, hung much of their glory
on hun, had an high esteem of his judgment upon all emergencies that came before
tbcm, and he likewise took care, upon all occasions, with great courage and prudence,
to support the honour and rights of the Presbytery, when he thought them invaded or
any ways diminished.
"His firm persuasion of the validity of a Presbyterian ordination was not taken
upon trust or the mere produce of education, but the effect of a deliberate choice and
judgment founded upon his diligent search into the practice of the primitive church,
—comparing the best arguments on both sides; and above all, the sacred institutions,
asthey are found in the Acts and Epistles of the Holy Apostles. At the same time,
he was of a candid, catholic spirit, far from being rigid or censorious; but he dare not
receive for doctrine the commandments of men. He had much at heart the constitution of Religion and the churches of New England, and often expressed his apprehension of their dangers from more quarters than one.
"As to his learning,—I suppose it will be no Offence to say, there were few of his
standing that were even his equals: he was such a master of the learned languages,
that he could, and did frequently, to the capacity of his family, read a chapter fVom
the Hebrew Bible into English; and the Greek was still easier to him.
'•'His attainments in philosophy, especially the mathematics, were above the common rate; in the study whereof, whenever he met with any thing difiScult or perplexed,
his genius and close application soon overcame it.
"He was very well versed in history, both civil and ecclesiastical, especially of our
own nation.
" His religion was vital and undisguised. Pride, hypocrisy, and affectation were
his aversion; and covetousness was what he was a perfect stranger to,
" His temper was grave and thoughtful, and yet cheerful at times, especially with
his friends and acquaintance, and his conversation entertaining and agreeable.
" In his conduct, he was prudent and careful of his character, both as a minister
and a Christian; rather sparing of speech, and more inclined to hear and learn from
others.
"His house was open to strangers, and his heart to his friends, and he took great
delight in entertaining such, as he might any ways improve by, and treated them with
good manners.
"He was a great lover of government, and good order, and would express himself
•with warmth against that levelling spirit which too much prevails,
"The languishment and pains he went through, before his death, were very great,
but God enabled him to bear the affliction with patience and submission."

ISRAEL LORING.*
1704—1772.
ISRAEL L O R I N G was born a t H u l l , Mass., A p r i l 1 5 , 1682. H i s father,
John Loring, was married to Mary, daughter of Samuel B a k e r of H i n g liam, in 1 6 5 7 ; and, after h e r d e a t h , was married again, in 1679, to the
widow Rachel Buckland, whose maiden name was W h e a t l e y , of B r a i n t r e e .
By both marriages t h e r e were sixteen children,—Israel was by the second
marriage.
He was graduated at H a r v a r d College in 1 7 0 1 , and was the first Loring
whose name appears on t h e Catalogue. Increase Mather, P r e s i d e n t of the
College, in an introduction to a sermon of Mr. Loring's on early piety,
• Allen's Biog. Diet.—Ne'w England Historical and Genealogical Register, VII.
Vol. I.
33
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published in 1 7 1 8 , renders the following honourable testunony to his character, especially, during his collegiate course :—
" As for the author of this discourse, I have known him from his youth, "When he
was in the College,—into which Society I admitted him, and there graduated him, I
observed that he was there studious, blanieless, and serious, in his young years: the
fitter to exhort young men to remember their Creator in the days of their youth.
Since he has been called to public service, he has found great and deserved respect
and acceptance with the Lord's people."
I t is not known exactly at what time he was licensed to p r e a c h ; but
t h e r e is a record in L u n t ' s H i s t o r y of B r a i n t r e e , of his having " preached
all day, J u l y 16, 1704, to t h a t c h u r c h . " On the 2 0 t h of November,
1 7 0 6 , he was constituted pastor of t h e church in S u d b u r y . I n 1707,
he was one of a n u m b e r of clergymen who signed a document, recommending J o h n L e v e r e t t for the Presidency of H a r v a r d College. I n
1 7 2 2 , when the town of S u d b u r y was divided b y the General Court, the
inhabitants on the W e s t side of the river invited him t o come over and
settle with t h e m , as they constituted the majority of the c h u r c h ; and, after
they had built a meeting house, he complied with their request, and resided
there ever afterwards.
I n 1737, M r . Loring preached the A n n u a l Election Sermon in the presence of Governor Belcher. I n his address to the " H o n o u r a b l e Great and
General A s s e m b l y , " he has the following appeal in behalf of those who
had suffered from the witchcraft delusion : —
" There is one thing more which I would recommend to the serious consideration of
this Great and General Court; and that is, whether there is not a great duty lying
upon us respecting the transactions of the year 1692, when not only many persons
were taken off by the hand of public justice for the supposed crime of witchcraft, but
their estates also ruined, and their families impoverished. None dispute the integrity
of those who were then concerned to act and judge most in those matters. But it
was a dark day with them; they walked in the clouds, and could not clearly see their
way as to the mystery of iniquity then working. All orders of persons have since seen
reason to condemn the rules of the whole process as fallacious and insufficient to distinguish the guilty from the innocent. What the sense even of our predecessors, and
those who were then upon the stage of action, was, in relation to this affair, may be
in some measure learned from a Proclamation for the General Fast, emitted December 17, 1696, four years after; in which is contained this direction for public prayers
—namely,—' That God would show us what we know not, and help us, wherein we
have done amiss, to do so no more: and especially that, whatever mistakes on either
hand, have been fallen into, either by the body of this people, or any order of men,
referring to the late tragedy raised by Satan aud his instruments, through the awful
judgments of God,—He would humble us therefor, and pardon all the errors of his
servants and people, that desire to love his name, and be atoned to his land.'
" Now, though the loss of parents cannot be made up to their surviving posterity,
yet their estates may. And the question is, (if it be not beyond all question,)
whether a restitution is not due from the public to them, and we are not bound in
justice to make it. Hereby infamy may be taken off from the names and memory of
such as were executed, and who, it may be, did not in the least deserve it; as well as
a reparation made to their children for the injuries done them, who remain to this
day among us, in mean, low and abject circumstances. It is now something more
than forty years since these sad things were done among us; but length of time is
no argument that God is not, at this day, among other things, contending with us for
these; since He punished Israel with famine three years for a sin of misguided zeal,
committed forty years before that.—2 Samuel x x t . ' l , 2."
I n 1742, Mr. Loring preached the annual sermon before the Convention
of Congregational ministers. Alluding in this discourse to those, " w h o
have in one part of the land and another set up for teachers and exhorters
of the p e o p l e , " he s a y s , —
" As for any outward call to authorize them to this work, this is what they can't pretend to They never were regularly introduced into this, were never selected thereunto by that order that God hath appointed in his Church, And as for an inward call.
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enabling them to teach and exhort, it may justly be feared that they are utterly destitute of it,—at least that the greatest part of them are so. Such as set up to be teachers and (.-xhortei's of others, should doubtless be men of superior understanding themBclvus; but are the persons that 1 am now speaking of such? How should they come
to an eminency ofknowledge in divine things? Knowledge in the liberal arts and
original tungues is an handmaid to Divinity, and a great help to attain it; but this our
exhorters are destitute of. Christ's ministers get their knowledge in a course of hard
study, with the blessing of Christ upon their endeavours; but the teachers that I am
speaking of, spring up, as it were, in the night, and have very little time for the gaining
oi' divine knowledge in an ordinary way. Have they the knowledge of divine truths
by inspiration? The Apostles had so; their learning was not acquired, but infused;
bin tliose extraordinary and miraculous gifts being long since ceased, it is a vanity for
any now to pretend unto them.
" .May we not eunctude then that the exhorters of the present day, are utterly
uiHiualilied for the work which they have so temerariously undertaken, and consequently that Jesus Christ never called them to it, and that He will never assist them
iu it. nor reward thorn fur it. Indeed persons will cry out and fall down at the preachiiii: of tliese sort of men, as well as at the preaching of some others; but this with me
is N' far from being a seal of tlieir divine mission, that this very thing among others
makes nie very suspicious that, in the strange bodily emotions, screamings, roarings
aud tailing down of many persons. Religion is very little, if any thing, concerned."
The above extract would indicate Mr. Loring's views on one of the points
conuected with the great controversy of that day. Three years later (1745)
we tind him, as one of the Association of ministers to which he belonged,
bearing a deci,-,ive " Testimony against the Rev. Mr. George Whitefield and
his conduct," in a document from which the following is an extract:—
''It gives us no satisfaction, but rather increases our uneasiness, to hear that Mr.
Whi.etiiild's followers pretend that he is now come with another spirit than before :
wo say pretend, because we hear of the same conduct in general, and of errors as bad
or Worse wliieb he now runs into; and we see or hear of no public confessions, no
rctracuons. no attempts to h.al divisions, and put an end to the unchristian separatiijus which he has bee'U the unhappy insti'ument of in many of our churches.
" We cannot tlierefire but lament it, that he meets with so much countenance and
encouragemeai among us, and esj) cially that any of our fathers and brethren in the
ministry, shou'ul give such countenance to one so erroneous in his doctrines, and so
disi-rdjrly in his conduct, by inviting and admitting him into their pulpits, and more
especially by allowing him to administer the ordinance of the Lord's Supper in these
clmrcliL's."
Mr. Loring continued the sole pastor of the church in Sudbury during
tlie long period of sixty-six years. He preached twice on the Sabbath but
one preceding his death, and the next day offered a prayer at a town meeting, where he was taken ill, and thence conveyed home in a sleigh. He
died on the 9th of March, 1772, aged ninety years. The Rev. Ebenezer
Turkman of Westboro' preached his funeral sermon. He divided his library between his own children and those of his son. Dr. John Loring of Boston.
.Mr, Loring was married at Hull, to Mary, daughter of Nathan Hayman
of <'harlestown, May 25, 1709, Tbey Imd seven children. Two sons were
gruluated at Harvard College ; the elder of whom, John, settled as a physician in Boston. Mrs. Loring, who was about two months younger than
ter husband, died December 24, 1769, in her eighty-eighth year. For
f'jrt\-five of her last years, she ate but one meal in twenty-four hours, and
tliat was ordinarily a little bread and cheese, shortly before she retired at
light I and yet her health was such that she was able to conduct her domestic affairs, till ;il»out ten days before her death. A child of her great
grand-daughter was baptized by its great grand-father on the Sabbath that
8te was a corpse, and was called by her name.
The following is a list of Mr. Loring's publications :—A Sermon on the
nature and necessity of the new birth, 1728. A Sermon on the death of
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the Rev. Robert Breck, 1731. A Sermon on the torments of Hell, 1732.
An Election Sermon, 1737. A Convention Sermon, 1742. A Sermon on
Justification, 1749. A Sermon at the ordination of G. Richardson,*
1754.
The Rev. Thomas Prince of Boston, in introducing to the public a sermon on the "nature and necessity of the new birth," preached by Mr.
Loring at the Thursday Lecture in Boston, writes thus concerning him:—
•' He -was so plain and easy in his expression and method, so familiar and moving
in his delivery, so affected himself with the momentous truths he would inculcate on
us, that we must have hearts of adamant to resist the impressions, or continue indifferent whether we pass through so great a change as he clearly explained and earnestly urged as of the last necessity. Nor could the assembly separate without expressing
their great satisfaction and wishes that such an important discourse might be in this
capacity to make further impression on those that heard it, and to extend its influence
also to others."
Mr. Loring left a manuscript journal of thirty volumes, of two hundred
and twenty-four pages each, closely written, containing not only a record
of all the more important events connected with his ministry, but a great
amount of important biographical and historical material; but most of
these volumes have been irrecoverably lost. All that is known of the personal appearance of the venerable patriarch, is on the authority of a lady
who died in 1851, at the age of ninety-three. She knew him in her childhood ; and her testimony was that " he was of a tall, slender form ;
apostolic in his manner; possessing warm domestic affections: and often
calling her one of his dear little orphans."

JOHN AND WILLIAM HARTf.
1705—1731.
1736—1784.
J O H N H A R T was born in Farmington, Conn., April 12, 1682. He entered Harvard College, but subsequently transferred his relation to Yale,
where he was graduated in 1703,—the year after the College commenced conferring degrees ; and his name stands alone on the catalogue for that year.
Immediately after his graduation, he was chosen a tutor in the College, and
continued to hold this ofSce three years. Meanwhile he pursued the study
of theology, and was licensed to preach. He was employed to supply the
then newly formed society in East Guilford for some time before he resigned his tutorship—at least as early as the winter of 1705. They invited
him in June, 1706, to settle over them in the work of the ministry; and he
was ordained in November, 1707, The service was performed by five of
the neighbouring elders,—namely, the Rev. Messrs. Thomas Buckingham^
* GIDEON RICHARDSON was a native of Sudbury, Mass,; was graduated at Harvard College in
1749; was ordained at Wells, Me,, Feb, 27, 1764; and died March 16, 1758, aged twenty-eight.
t Chauncy's Fun. Serm.—Devotion's do.—MS. from Dr. Webb of Madison, Conn.
J THOMAS BUCKINGHAM was a native of "Wales, whence he emigrated to this country and settled in Milford, Conn. He was ordained pastor of the church in Saybrook in 1669 or 1670, and
was one of the founders and trustees of the Collegiate institution that afterwards became Yale
College. He was Moderator of the Synod in 1708 that formed the Saybrook Platform. He died
in 1709, One of his sons, Thomas, was graduated at Harvard College in 1690; wasordained
pastor of the Second Church in Hartford, Conn,; and died November 19, 1731, aged sixty-two.
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of Saybrook, James Pierpont of New Haven, Noadiah Russell § of Middletown, Samuel Russell II of Branford, and Thomas Ruggles IT of Guilford.
A church was gathered at the same time, consisting of thirteen male members.
Here Mr. Hart continued till the close of his life. In his latter years he
was visited with some distressing bodily infirmities, which, either partly or
altogether, 'withdrew him from his public labours. He died on the 4th of
March, 1731, in the forty-ninth year of his age, and the twenty-fourth of
his ministry. His funeral sermon was preached by the Rev. Nathaniel
Chauncy of Durham, from Daniel xii. 3, and was publishe(d. A day of
fasting and prayer was kept by the bereaved flock, on account of his death.
Mr. Chauncy, in the funeral sermon above referred to, thus sketches Mr.
Hart's character:—
"He was a person of great worth, and worthy of very great esteem and love: one
endowed with a large treasure of natural abilities, quickness of invention, clearness
of thought, soundness of judgment, and great strength of reason, well furnished and
enriched by the blessing of God on his diligence in his studies, -ivith acquired knowledge, and especially in things pertaining to the kingdom of G;od. We may say of
him that he was a scribe well instructed to the kingdom of Heaven, (Math. xiii. 57;)
and to crown all his abilities, he was blessed with a serious, religious spirit. He had
a heart given him to improve his rich abilities to the glory of God and good of men;
being adorned with those graces that belong to the Christian life. And as it pleased
God to call him to the work for which he seemed to be formed and so well fitted, so
he therein behaved himself worthily; faithfully pursuing the ends of the Gospel ministry. In the gift of preaching he greatly excelled; labouring abundantly to give men
a right understanding of the Christian life; and in a sweet and powerful manner per
suading men to it. The whole of his public ministry was managed with great prudence, diligence, constancy. His walk before God and his people was not only
blameless, but very circumspect and exemplary. And I may not omit his excellent
spirit and deportment in his great sufiferings. It was the pleasure of God to lay affliction on his loins. He was exercised, for some years, with a tedious and heavy affliction; and very excellent was his spirit and deportment under the same. How great
was his patience, his submission ,' How full his resignation of himself and his affairs
into the hands of God ! Nay, how cheerful, how thankful! And as he drew nearer
to Ms end, how victorious were the actings of his soul! How did the motions of his
Boul increase as he drew nearer its centre ! Yea, how calm, how peaceable and
glorious was his exit!"

Mr. Hart was married on the 19th of March, 1712, to Rebeckah Hubbard of Boston. She died December 7, 1715,. the mother of two children,
one of whom,—the elder, was afterwards the minister of Saybrook. On
Another son, Stephen, was graduated at Harvard College in 1693; commenced preaching at Norwalk. Conn., in the summer of 1695; was ordained there Nov. 17, 1697; resigned his charge in
oonsequence of a disagreement with his parish, Feb. 24, 1726-27; and died in 1746,
§ NOADIAH RUSSELL was a native of New Haven; was graduated at Harvard College in 1681;
jraa ordained pastor of the church in Middletown, Conn,, Oct, 24, 1688; and died Dec. 13, 1713,
in hisfifty-fifthyear. He was a school master at Ipswich before he settled at Middletown.
9 SAMUEL RUSSELL was a son of the Rev, John Russell of Hadley; was graduated at Harvard
College in 1681; was ordained at Branford, Conn,, in March, 1687, and died June 25, 1731, aged
•erenty-one.
'THOMAS RUGGLES, the son of John Ruggles, a Representative to the General Court in 1658,
I860, and 1661, was horn in Roxbury, Mass,, in 1656; was graduated at Harvard College in
1690; was ordained at Guilford, Conn,, Nov. 20, 1695; and died June 1, 1728. He was
a Felbw of Yale College from 1711 till his death. His son, Thomas, was graduated at Yale College in 1723; was ordained as his father's successor at Guilford, March 26, 1729; and died Nov.
J9j 1770, in the sixty-sixth year of his age. He was a Fellow of Yale College from 1746 till his
death. He published a Sermon preached to an Artillery company at Guilford, 1636; a Sermon
upon the right improvement of life and its advantages, 1745; a Sermon on the death of the
nev. Bamnel Rnssell, [who was graduated at Yale College in 1712; was a tutor in the College
from 1714 to 1716; was ordained as minister of North Guilford in June, 1725; and died in
Jaimaiy, 1746.] A Sermon on the death of the Rev. Jared Eliot, 1763. The Rev, Jonathan
Todd, Bays in his funeral sermon, that Mr, Ruggles "had a sound understanding, a solid judgment, a penetrating genius, a very strong and tenacious memory;"—that "his attainments in
^alnable and useful knowledge were very considerable;"—"that he was a judicious, orthodox
wvine,"—"a-plain, instructive preacher;"—that "he was a lealous asserter of the liberties
of these New England Churches, and withstood all endeavours to bring them into bondage."
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the 13th of August, 1717, Mr. Hart was married to Sarah Bull of Hartford, who died February 4th, 1719. By this marriage there was one son.
He was married a third time, to Mary Hooker of Farmington, who survived him, and by whom he had several children.
W I L L I A M H A R T was a son of the Rev. John Hart, and was born at
East Guilford in the year 1713. He was graduated at Yale College in 1732;
and was ordained pastor of the First church in Saybrook, Conn., November
17, 1736, the sermon on the occasion being preached by the Rev. Jared
Eliot of Killingworth.
Mr. Hart had the reputation of being an Arminian, was a vigorous controversial writer, and produced several pamphlets that were much read in
their day. In the well known Wallingford controversy, which occurred
about the year 1760, he engaged with great zeal, fully justifying the council that acted in the ordination of Mr. Dana. He had a strong aversion to
Hopkinsianism, and is said to have been the first to give that name to the
system of doctrine which it now represents.
Mr. Hart continued sole pastor of the church, until within about one year
previous to his death, when he was relieved by the settlement of the Rev.
Frederick William Hotchkiss,* as his colleague. He died on the 11th of July,
1784, in the seventy-second year of his age, and the forty-eighth of his
ministry. His funeral sermon was preached by the Rev. John Devotion,!
pastor of the Third church in Saybrook, and was published.
Mr. Hart was married, June 8, 1742, to Mrs. Mary Blague, who survived
him. They had nine children living at the time of his death, all of whom,
with the exception of the eldest, were present at their father's funeral.
The following is a list of Mr. Hart's publications :—A Discourse concerning the nature of regeneration and the way wherein it is wrought, 1742. A
Narrative of proceedings at Wallingford in connection with the ordination
of the Rev. James Dana, [a joint production of Mr. Hart and the Rev.
Jonathan Todd,] 1759. Remarks on dangerous errors, (Hopkinsianism,)
1770.
A Dialogue and a Sermon that was never preached and never will
be (on the same subject), 1771. Remarks on President Edwards' Dissertations on Virtue, 1771. A Treatise of Qualifications for the Sacraments, 1772.
Mr, Devotion pays the following tribute to Mr. William Hart, in the sermon occasioned by his death:—
" He was blessed with bright intellectual powers, which, improved by a liberal education, rendered him an able scholar in the Latin and Greek languages; in logic, he
discerned between true reasoning and sophistry with great precision; in Church history and acquaintance with human nature he excelled. His penetrating eye—turned
frequently upon the eye and features of them with whom he conversed, discovered
men; so that he was seldom deceived in any with whom he conversed but a few hours.
Rare prudence directed his steps and preserved him; perfectly master of himself and
of his passions, he seldom gave offence; savoury in conversation, yet facetious at suitable times. Frugality and economy furnished a decent fulness to him, and he 'ruled
well his own house.' * * * jjig bodily constitution, harrassed with nervous affections, afforded full scope for the exercise of patience; yet in patience he possessed his
soul. Deprived of the quick sense of hearing, he chose retirement from the world;
therefore his worth and abilities were best known to his acquaintance.
" Greatly was his soul delighted in extensive views of happiness to all, both under
the law and without the law, who worked righteousness in whatever nation. In some
* FREDEBICK WILLIAM HOTCHKISS was graduated at Yale College in 1778; was ordained pastor of the First church in Saybrook, Sept. 24, 1783; and died in 1844. He published a Sermon
preached at Guilford entitled, " T h e Cross of Christ the Christians glory, 1801; a Half-century
Sermon, 18.^3; a Sermon on completing the sixtieth year of his ministry, 1843.
f JOHN DEVOTION was a son of the Rev. Ebenezer Devotion of Windham, Conn.; was graduated at Yale College in 1764; became pastor of the Third church in Saybrook; and died in 1802.
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of his last conversation, when he appeared like himself, occasioned by his perusal of
Cook's voy.age. published by Mr. Ledyaid, referring to an act of humanity by one of
Capt. Cook'.s men towards an aged female, in saving her life at the risk of bis own,
whereupon the friends of the female made a formal acknowledgment of the kindness,
he .'i.'iid, I greatly rejoice to see this account. Humanity is the law of nature, v.-hich
would always intiueuce mankind, were it not stifled or perverted by base passions.
Thcso heathen, acting up to the law written upon their hearts, will be saved.' Upon
whieli he burst out into an ecstasy—' Oh ! what a harvest of souls will there be to the
Redeemer from these poor creatures whom little minds have excluded from the Kingdom of Heaven.'"

NATHANIEL CHAUNCY.
1706—1756.
FROM THE REV WILLIAM C. FOWLER,
PR0FE3S0R, SUCCESSIVELY, IN MIDDLEBURY AND AMHERST COLLEGES.
AMHERST, Mass., Oct. 19, 1848.
My Dear Sir: I have gleaned up whatever of authentic tradition remains
in respect to my venerable ancestor, the Rev. Nathaniel Chauncy, and the
result of my effort you have in the following sketch:—
>ATHANIEL CHAUNCY, was boru in Hatfield, Mass., September 26th,
16S1. He was the son of the Rev. Nathaniel Chauncy, minister first of
Windsor, Conn., and then of Hatfield, and grandson of Charles Chauncy,
President of Harvard College. His mother was Abigail Strong, daughter
of elder John Strong of Northampton, Mass. His father died November
4, 1685, when he had just entered upon his fifth year. His mother afterwards married Medad Pomeroy of Northampton. In his boyhood, he was
sent with his father's library to his uncle, the Rev. Israel Chauncy of Stratford, Conn. This gentleman, thoroughly educated by his learned father at
home, and in Harvard College, was one of the founders of Yale College, of
which he was the first who was invited to be President. The uncle was well
qualified to guide the mind of the nephew in both his preparatory and his
professional studies ; and he had the satisfaction of seeing the son of his
deceased brother trained up under his care, receive the honours of the College which he had helped to found, in the first class enrolled on the catalogue. In that class there are six; but the first four had previously graduated at Harvard College. Nathaniel Chauncy stands next on the catalogue ;
and he was the first of the two who had not graduated elsewhere, who
received the honours of Yale College. As the first born of Yale College he
reflected no dishonour upon his Alma Mater.

He came to Durham when the settlement was in its feeblest infancy. He
wa.s ordained, February 7, 1711, after preaching as a candidate nearly five
years. Not long after his settlement, he purchased, through the agency of
Ids cousin in London, a largo and valuable library of a deceased clergyman,
in addition to the very good one which he inlicrited from bis father, who
inherited the library of President Chauncy in whole or in part. A list of
the.se books,—namely, those belonjiiiii;; to his father, the Rev. Nathaniel
Chauncy of Hatfield, is in my possession. The library from England, which
^as landed in Middletown, Conn., "amounted to two cart loads, drawn by
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a strong ox team." Relieved from his agricultural and domestic cares by
an excellent wife, and his brother Isaac, a bachelor, who resided with him,
he was able to gratify his hereditary love of study and reading, surrounded
by his books. Habitually rising early, and regularly devoting a certain
number of hours every day to study, and especially to the preparation of
his sermons, he was eminently an instructive and attractive preacher.
On one occasion he had not cleared up some point of doctrine to the
entire satisfaction of Deacon Henry Crane. After the service, and before
the congregation had retired, the deacon arose and said, " Reverend Sir,
will you please to explain further on the point of doctrine in your sermon?"
"Deacon Crane, if you will walk to my study, I will explain it to you,"
was Mr. Chauncy's reply. Accordingly, he went immediately towards
his study with the deacon. But such was the interest felt in the subject,
that the whole congregation followed to hear the explanation. One of his
influential hearers conceived so strong an enmity against him, on account of
some doctrine with which he identified him, as to become almost deranged.
Under the influence of his excited feelings, he came into the meeting house
where Mr, Chauncy was preaching, and cried aloud, " T h a t is a lie, it is all
a lie !" On one occasion, so far did his violence go that he drew a butcher
knife, and dangerously wounded Mr. Chauncy. The General Court, at the
request of the Association, interfered and banished him beyond Stratford
river. This sentence was remitted some time afterward, and he returned
to Durham.
His love of knowledge was not merely occasional, but a constant ruling
principle in bis soul. His pursuit of knowledge was not fitful, but the habit of his life. I t is related of him that, seeing a new book,— Wollasto7i's
Religion of Nature, lying on the table in his parlour, he inquired of his
son, afterwards Col, Chauncy, where that book came from. " From Dr.
Chauncy of Boston," was the reply. " F r o m Dr. Chauncy?" he exclaimed, and in virtue of his paternal right, he, immediately, without ceremony,
took the book before bis son had read it, and kept it in his study a fortnight.
When he brought it down, and handed it to his son, the latter modestly
asked him what he thought of the book. After a pause, in which he took
two or three turns across the room, his son repeated the question, " What
do you think. Sir, of the book ?" Suddenly coming up to his son, he said
in his earnest, vivacious manner, " Think, Sir ? I think I don't know any
thing. Forty years I have been studying, and this book has told me more
than I ever knew,"
In the performance of his professional duties, he relied upon the weight
of his instructions in the pulpit, rather than upon any practical skill in managing the feelings and prejudices of bis people. He had strong good sense
and practical wisdom, but not that sort of good sense and wisdom which
degenerate into contrivance and cunning. His own soul was alive to the
power of truth, and in that power he came before his people. Surrounded
by his noble library, he every day listened to the voices of truth from the
mighty dead : and what he heard, he communicated in impassioned tones to
his hearers. In his tastes, studies, and acquisitions, he was a theological
scholar, formed upon the Puritan type, an hereditary representative of the
emigrant learned Divines of New England.
His sermons, the result of severe study and well digested thought, were
carefully written out in a neat, legible hand, and were so distinctly impress-
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ed upon his memory that he never carried his notes into the pulpit, until
quite the latter part of his life. He then adopted the practice of taking off
an abstract of his sermons on a slip of paper two inches wide and of the
length of a quarter of a sheet, which contained barely the heads and
subdivisions of the written discourse. " His preaching," in the words of
the Rev. Mr. Todd in his funeral sermon, "was solid and judicious. He
did not satisfy himself with loose and unconnected discourses which cost him
nothing." His elocution was distinct, his tones earnest, his language correct, his addresses and appeals solemn and pungent, and his whole bearing
grave and dignified. One of the most intelligent of his people said to me,—
" He was not a large man, but a man of a great presence. When he was
approaching the meeting house on the Sabbath, we were all careful to be in
our seats; and when he entered the house, we all rose to receive him, and
continued standing until he took his seat in the pulpit."
He had great influence as a counsellor in the neighbouring churches. He
was a Fellow of Yale College; was in correspondence with many distinguished clergymen of his time ; and, by appointment, preached two Election Sermons,—in 1719 and 1734,—an honour which it is believed only two
or three have enjoyed in the whole history of the State. These were both
published. He also published a Sermon entitled, "Arguments for regular
singing," and one upon the death of the Rev. John Hart of East Guilford.
Mr. Chauncy is mentioned by President Edwards as a successful minister
in the great revival in New England. He was in sympathy with the Old
Lights, rather than the New Lights, of those times, especially in the latter
years of his life, when he had become acquainted with the disastrous tendency of some of the measures adopted by some of the New Light preachers.
His immediate and permanent influence was powerfully exerted in favour
of learning as well as of religion. From his example, preaching and counsels,
education was prized, sought for, and promoted, among his people in an
eminent degree. He usually had some youth under his care, engaged in
studies preparatory to entering College. So closely did he consider learning
connected with religion, that, in his practice, he adopted the sentiment of
Wother learned Divine, subject to some limitations in these times when
•cademies are multiplied—" that it was as much his duty to fit young men
for College as it was to preach the Gospel." David Brainerd dates his
"frequent longing after a liberal education" from his year's residence in
Durham. The Rev. Timothy Mather Cooley, D. D., in his life of Haynes,
slludes to the happy influence of Mr. Chauncy on emigrants from Durham,
who settled in the town of Granville, Mass., and in a very interesting letter in reply to certain inquiries which I addressed to him, most clearly
proves that that influence has been transmitted in successive generations in
wiat town, in the intelligence of the people and in their love of learning and
religion. The influence of Mr. Chauncy's preaching and counsels can be traced
distinctly in Hartland, Conn., in Greenfield, Mass., in Durham, N. Y . , —
towns which received some of their early inhabitants from Durham, Conn.,
who had been under his pastoral care. The love of learning a,nd religion
which he seemed to have received by inheritance, he transmitted to his posterity. He educated two of his three sons at Yale College; and of thirtysix or eight male descendants, twenty-four have received or are receiving a
iberal education, and eleven have been preachers of the Gospel.
VOL.
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He married Sarah Judson of Stratford, Conn,, October 12, 1708. They
had three sons and three daughters. He died February 1, 1756. Two
Sermons were preached on the occasion of his death by the Rev. Jonathan
Todd of Guilford, and were published.
I am ever affectionately yours,
WILLIAM C. FOWLER,

PETER THACHER,*
OP B O S T O N

1707—1738.
P E T E R T H A C H E R was the youngest son of Thomas and Mary (Savage)
Thacher, and the grandson of the Rev. Thomas Thacher, first minister
of the Old South church, Boston. He was born in Boston in 1677, and
was graduated at Harvard College in 1696. He was brought up under the
ministry of the Rev. Samuel Willard; and he used to say " t h a t he could
scarce remember the time when the sermons and discourses of that venerable man of God did not make very powerful impressions upon his soul."
I t was not, however, till some time during his College life that he supposed
himself to be renewed in the temper of his mind. He seems to have had
the most awful views of his own sinfulness, insomuch that, for a time, he was
in a state of absolute despair ; but, afterwards, he had correspondingly enrapturing views of the redemption proclaimed in the Gospel, and was enabled
to rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory.
Immediately after his graduation, he accepted an invitation to teach a
school at Hatfield, on Connecticut river. About this time, there was a very
remarkable revival of religion at Northampton, under the ministry of the
Rev. Solomon Stoddard ; and, as Hatfield was in the immediate neighbourhood, Mr. Thacher availed himself of the opportunity; thereby furnished,
of frequently visiting Northampton, and mingling, so far as he could, in the
passing scenes. He regarded this as a high privilege ; and he often remarked, in subsequent life, that " he would give a world to recover that full
assurance and joy of faith, which he had " at the period now referred to.
Having applied himself for some time to the study of Divinity,—probably
under the direction of the Rev. William Williams of Hatfield, he entered
the ministry, with much higher qualifications than were common to young
men of his day. He was particularly well acquainted with Church controversy,—with the conflicting opinions that have existed at different
periods in respect to the doctrines of the Gospel; though his own views
were strictly in accordance with those of his friend and pastor, under whom
he had been trained.
On the 26th of November, 1707, he was ordained pastor of the church
at Weymouth ; and he remained there, actively engaged in the duties of his
ofiice, between eleven and twelve years. In January, 1720, he returned to
his native town, and was installed pastor of the New North Church, as col-

* Allen's Biog, Diet.—Webb's, Cooper's and Colman's Funeral Sermons,—MS. from G. M.
Thacher.
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league with the Rev. Mr. Webb.* This, however, was not effected without
great opposition ; and, in consequence of the divided state of feeling in the
congregation, and somo irregularity in the measures adopted to obtain Mr.
Thacher, the Association refused to assist in his installation; and the remoter
consequence was the formation of a new church. Here he laboured with
great acceptance and usefulness during the rest of his life, which was about
eighteen years.
For about seven or eight months previous to his death, he had a strong
impression upon his mind that the time of his departure was at hand ;
and this impression operated greatly to increase his spirituality and
quit-ken his diligence. He preached several discourses on the redemption
of time; and, after intermitting the series for a while, he resumed it in the
la>t sermon he ever preached, and, on his return home, after this last service, ho remarked to several of his friends that he had purposely prepared
and preached that sermon for his own benefit. In the following week he
was seized with his last illness, which, however, in the early part of it, did
not seem alarming. But, about ten days before his death, it assumed a
more marked and violent character, so as to leave little hope of his recovery.
His sufferings from that time, both from positive pain and difficulty of respiration, were extreme ; but, throughout the whole, he kept full possession
cf his reason, and evinced an humble and cheerful submission to the Divine
will. He died February 26, 1738, aged sixty-two. Sermons were preached
on his death by the Rev. Mr. Webb, the Rev. William Cooper, and the Rev.
Dr. Colman ; all which were published.
Mr. Thacher published the Election Sermon, 1726, and a Sermon on the
death of Mrs, Gee, 1730,
His character is thus described by Mr. Cooper in his funeral discourse : —
'' His capacities and powers were unquestionably g r e a t , and m u c h above t h e eomffii;! size. He had a strong and m a s t e r l y genius. His apprehension was q u i c k , his
j'.igment penetrating, his way of t h i n k i n g extensive and close, by means whereof he
li'l formed his sentiments to a great degree of clearness, especially in theological
matters.
"He had read much, and laid u p a large fund of useful learning out of t h e best
Wf'k';. He had so read and studied Divinity especial!}', which was his profession,
that we always found, upon proposing any question to him, he could immediately
•peak to it with great penetration and accuracy
Scarce any m a n could distinguish
iKfter,—sooner discern t h e sophistrv, and more readily d e t e c t t h e fallacy, of an a r g u ment.
As a public preacher he showed himself an able minister of t h e New T e s t a m e n t .
His sirmons discovered t h a t he vvas well acquainted with t h e foundations of our holy
feligioii, and knew how to argue both from reason and revelation. To call him t h e
nangelical reasoner is comprehensive of his c h a r a c t e r as a preacher.
Though he gave every t r u t h and d u t y its due place a n d weight, yet Christ a n d
brace were his favourite and beloved subjects.
'JoBx WEBB was born at Braintree, Mass.; was graduated at Harvard College in 1708; waa
"""ined the first pastor of the New North church, Boston, Oct. 20, 1714; received the Rev.
"ter Thacher as colleague in 1720; after Mr, Thacher's death in 1738 was sole pastor until 1742,
"hen the Rev. Andrev? Eliot was ordained as his colleague; and died April 16, 1750, aged sixty'J'^c, His surviving colleague, in a sermon upon his death, .'•sud,—" M'hen I consider the whole
« nu character, I cannot but think him one of the best of Christians, and one of tho lest niinis, ' ' . ''* published a Sermon to a society of young men, 1718; a .Sermon on the advantages of
*»"ypiety, 1721; a Sermon before the General Assembly, 1722; AVarning .igainst bad company
•wpin,". a .«c-rmon. 1726; a Sermon on the death of the Rev. William Waldron, 1727; a Sermon
p ^ * J*''ever's redemption by the blood of Christ, 1728; a Sermon on the i)ayment of vows,
v""' »^hei'tions to (jbtain salvation, in seven Sermons, 172!); a Sermon on the great concern of
• <•" Enjland, 1731 ; a Sermon at the ordination of a dcncon, 17.S1 ; a Sermon on the duty of a
1>T!°*P"*^ people to pray for the reviving of (5od"s work, I7:;l; a Sermon to two malefactors,
'•«; Election Sermon, 17?,8; a Sennon on the death of tho Rev. Peter Thacher, 1739; Christ's
to the eiuner while he stands and knocks at the door.
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" His common pulpit style was strong and manly; but his great mind was above
the atfectation of language; though, sometimes, upon a special occasion, he has sufSciently shown he could be polite and elegant.
" Indeed his utterance was not the most clear, and his method and train of reasoning were not so easily taken by common hearers, which might bring his preaching
under a disadvantage with some, but the attentive and judicious,—those who discern
the things that differ, and approve things that are excellent, were his greatest admirers.
And every one could see by his action and voice, that his heart was engaged in what
he spoke, and flamed with zeal for the honour of the Redeemer and the salvation of
the souls of men.
" In prayer he excelled himself and most others. What warmth, what life, what
ardours, did he discover in this duty ! How high were his adorations ! How low his
humiliations ! How strong his supplications ! How did he (to use a freq-aent expression of his own in prayer,) ' besiege the throne of grace' with a variety of spiritual
pleadings, especially on great and solemn occasions .'
" In his friendships with his brethren in the ministry and others of his acquaintance, he was truly amiable. He allowed some of us, to whom he was indeed a father,
the freedom of a brother; and his conversation had an agreeable mixture of the
pleasant and the serious. Though he did not affect public appearances, and seldom
cared to go into mixed company, yet he loved his friends, and relished the pleasures
of society as much as anj' man: and here he discovered that reading and learning
which I have sometimes thought he endeavoured to hide in his public performances,
" A natural modesty covered his rich endowments from some, but blazoned them
toothers; and in him we saw humbleness of mind without meanness of spirit. 'He
was far from being imperious or assuming; yet had a soul too great to balk any truth
he owned, or give up his own judgment in deference to any. And if his temper was
warm, it ^vas seldom observed, but wliere he thouglit the honour of his great Master
and the cause of truth concerned;—and here zeal is certainly a commendable virtue,
and indiffereney criminal in the sight of God. AV^hen he has zealously espoused some of
the deserted and opposed truths of the Gospel, he has given this good reason for it.—
that he had felt the power of them in his soul, and his own hopes of salvation were
built upon them."
Mr. Thacber was married in 1708 to Hannah Corwin, but had no child.

SAMUEL WHITTELSEY.*
1709—1752.
SAMUEL W H I T T E L S E Y , the youngest child of John and Ruth (Dudley)
Whittelsey, was born at Saybrook, Conn,, in the year 1686. He was graduated at the Collegiate institution of Connecticut, now Yale College, in
1705, being of the fourth class of graduates at that institution. He commenced preaching at Wallingford, Conn,, in 1709 ; and, after having supplied the pulpit about a year, was ordained as colleague pastor with the
Rev. Samuel Street, in May, 1710. Here he continued until his death,
which took place on the 15th of August, 1752, just as he was entering his
sixty-seventh year. He was a Fellow of Yale College from 1732 till his
death.
Mr. Whittelsey published an Election Sermon, 1730 ; a Sermon on the
death of John Hall, 1730 ; a Sermon on the woful condition of impenitent
souls in their separate state, 1731 ; a Sermon at the ordination of his son,
1737.
The following notice of Mr, Whittelsey's character is from an obituary
written by President Stiles, and published in the Boston Post Boy, shortly
after his death :—-

* Dana's (Walhngford) Cent, Serm,—Stile's MSS,—MS,from the Eev. S. R. Andrew.
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• • • • " H e was a gentleman of a penetrating genius, solid judgment and extensive understanding; indefatigable and unwearied in his application to study and
liberal inquiry, by which his acquaintance with the sciences became extensive, his
knowledge universal, and in moral wisdom he had few equals. Under the influence
of Christian principles, his soul flamed to diffusive benevolence; he lived the religion
be inculcated, and recommended it by the powerful charms of a virtuous example.
His talents as a preacher were singular, being master of an engaging elocution and
address, and in compositions judicious and instructive. He ministered intellectual
food,and entertained his audience with the beaten oil of the sanctuary He laboured
with delight in word and doctrine. The services and devotions of the sanctuary were
his supreme pleasure. In many ways, by his extensive influence, he served the
Church of Christ, and the public glory of his kingdom. Happy in offspring and a
well educated family, his sons, under the advantage of liberal education, survive him
in his genius, improvements and Christian character. As a private Christian, he was
exemplary, virtuous and pious; had a natural reservedness of mind which rendered
him singular in bearing injuries which the best can't escape; and when reviled, he
reviled not again, but retaliated ingratitude with that meekness and goodness which
extorted veneration from the partial, as well as obtained a cheerful tribute from the
andid judge of merit. Nor less eminent was his patience, especially in the lengthened illness which finished his life. The supports of religion and a well regulated life
shone in the steady calmness and composure of his temper during his illness; while
a mortification in his legs and feet, arising from an ill state of blood and general disorder of body, preyed upon him, and in a gradual decline extinguished his life. Thus
died SomueZ the prophet, full of days and the Holy Ghost: after he had long and
faithfully served his generation, he fell on sleep, was gathered to his fathers, and all
Israel lamented him,"
Mr. Whittelsey was married J u l y 1, 1 7 1 2 , t o Sarah, d a u g h t e r of the
Rev. Nathaniel Chauncy of Hatfield, Mass., and grand-daughter of P r e s i dent Chauncy of H a r v a r d College. She was born in 1 6 8 3 , and died October 23, 1737. They h a d eight c h i l d r e n , — s i x of whom survived their
fether. Two of them, Samuel and Chauncy, were graduated at Yale College,
and were ministers of the Gospel.
Samuel, the elder son, was born in November, 1 7 1 4 ; was graduated in
1729; and held the office of T u t o r in t h a t institution from 1732 till 1 7 3 8 .
It was during the period of his tutorship t h a t he was invited b y the church
in Milford to settle as colleague pastor w i t h the R e v . Samuel A n d r e w . *
He accepted the call, b u t a large minority in the parish r e m o n s t r a t e d against
his ordination, on the alleged ground that he was an Arminian in his theology, and that his preaching savoured too little of Christian experience.
'SAIIIIEL ANDREW, the son of Samuel and Elizabeth Andrew, was born at Cambridge, Mass.,
iuaaty 29, 1656. He was graduated at Harvard College in 1675; after which he remained a
few years as a " Resident Fellow," or Tutor in the institution. While he was thus engaged, he
ws called to take the pastoral charge of the chureh in Milford; and his ordination over that
Amdi took place on the 18th of November, 1685. He found the people in a divided and dis^iMeA state, hut they became happily united under his ministry. He was one of the original
psjectors, foonders and trustees of Yale College; and, after the death of Mr. Pierson, the first
"Wor of the College, he was appointed Rector pro tempore, till some suitable incumbent for
•oat office could be obtained, who should reside permanently a t t h e institution. In the mean time,
™ oenior class were removed to Milford, to be more conveniently and fully under Mr, Andrew's
«i«and instraction. He also presided at Commencement, and conferred degrees, until a resident
2*tor (Cutler) was chosen. Professor Kingsley says of him,—" He was considered one of the
" * icholars of his time, was one of the principal founders of Yale College, and deserves to be
"•onered one of its greatest as well as earliest benefactors," He held the office of Trustee of
™ CoUege from its foundation in 1700 till his death, which took place January 24, 1737-8, at
••|'|ge of eighty-two. He was one of the ministers who assembled at Saybrook in 1708, by
*'*'of the General Court, for the purpose of adopting and recommending to the Churches a
8"*«1 and uniform Confession of Faith; from whioh convention emanated the well known
^""Mlof Chnrch Discipline, called the "Saybrook Platform." Tradition and the concurrent
J*™* of the times agree in representing him as a man of fine literary taste, of studious habits
••"np* scholarship. He had a long and prosperous ministry at Milford, the benign results of
J?!™ ™ay he distinctly traced to this day. He was married to Abigail, the youngest daughter
" l ^ r t Treat, Esq., who was, for some time. Governor of Connecticut, He had seven childJ*-—nw sons and two daughters, who lived to maturity. His eldest son, Samuel, was gradu^ • t T a l e CoUege in 1711, and died in 17.38. One of his daughters was married to the Bev.
j^™^Cntler, afterwards Rector of Yale College. Another was married to Governor Law of
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The council called to ordain him, were divided in their judgment of the case;
and his ordination was finally the result of a compromise, which resulted, after
all, in the formation of a second society. He was ordained November 8,1738,
and continued in the discharge of his official duties till his death, which
took place October 22, 1768. His widow, who was a lady of high intellectual and moral qualities, afterwards became the wife of the Hon. Jabez
Hamlin, of Middletown, who was, for many years, distinguished in civil
life.

JARED ELIOT.*
1709—1763.
J A R E D E L I O T was the grandson of the Rev. John Eliot of Roxbury,
and the son of the Rev. Joseph Eliot of Guilford, Conn. Of the latter,
the Rev. Thomas Ruggles says, that he was "for many years, tho conspicuous minister of the town of Guilford, whose great abilities as a Divine, a
politician and a physician, were justly admired, not only among his own
people but throughout the Colony, where his praises are in the churches to
this day."
The subject of this notice was born at Guilford, Conn., November 7,
1685. He was graduated at Yale College in 1706, under President Pierson, and before the College was yet removed from Killingworth. In October, 1709, he was ordained pastor of the church at Killingworth, as successor to Mr. Pierson,—in which relation he continued till his death, which
took place, April 22, 1763. He was an eminent physician, as well as clergyman, and therefore was commonly known as Doctor Eliot.
He was a Fellow of Yale College from 1730 to 1762.
In the year 1722, the day after Commencement at Yale Colleo;e, a paper
was presented to the clergy and others assembled in the College library,
signed by several prominent clergymen of Connecticut, among whom was
Dr. Eliot, expressing doubts in regard to the validity of Presbyterian ordination. At a meeting of the Board of Trustees in October following,
agreeably to previous arrangement, the Divine right of Episcopacy was discussed at length in the presence of a large number of both clergy and laity.
The result was that, while several of the individuals who had before
expressed doubts on the subject, declared that their doubts had given place
to a thorough change of opinion, and avowed themselves Episcopalians, Dr.
Eliot and two or three others acknowledged that their difiiculties were
removed, and they accordingly remained in connection with the Congregational Church.
The following account of Dr. Eliot is extracted from Dr. Thacher's American Medical Biography :—

" He was unquestionably the first physician in his day in Connecticut, and was the
last clerical physician of eminence, probably in New England. He was an excellent
botanist, and was equally distinguished as a scientific and practical agriculturist. He
introduced the white mulberry into Connecticut, and with it the silk worm; and published a treatise on the subject. He was also a mineralogist, and, in 1761, received
• Ruggles' Fun, Serm,—Thacher's Med. Biog—Mass. Hist. Coll., 2d series.-Eliofs Biog. Diet
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from a Society in London a gold medal, as a premium "for his discovery of a process
of e.xtraeting iron from black sand. He was the personal friend and correspondent of
Bishop Berkeley and Dr, Franklin, and of several other philosophical characters both
in Europe and America. He was, however, in his life time, more known to the public
as a physician, and was very eminent for his judgment and skill in the management of
chronic complaints. In these he appears to have been more extensively consulted than
any other physician 'in New England, frequently visiting every county of Connecticut, and being often called to Boston and Newport. He was a good linguist, and
from the libraries left by him and his cotemporaries, it is evident that he was in the
habit of reading and studying Hippocrates, Celsus, Galen, Aretaius, &c., in the originals. Sunie very humorous anecdotes are still related, which serve to show that he
managed melancholies and maniacs with great ingenuity and success. All of Dr.
Eliot's science and philosophy was of the practical kind, aud adapted to the improvement et' his infant country. He published agricultural essays, and devised various
ways for draining swamps in the interior, and also for reclaiming marshes from the
sea. He was very industrious and methodical, and was peculiarly careful tliat whatever lie niulertook should be well executed. It is difHcult to conceive how one could
he successful in such a variety of pursuits as those in which he was engaged; for he
seldom, if ever, failed in any important undertaking. He possessed a very large
estate in land, which consisted of farms in different sections of the State, or"rather
Celwiiy. These were generally better cultivated, and furnished more profits, than
those cif his neighbours. Amidst all his avocations he was distinguished for his piety
and taleiit.s a.s a clergyman. » » * » So conscientious was he in the discharge of
his duties as a minister, that he always so contrived his journies as to be, if possible,
Tfith lis people every Sunday; and for forty successive years in the course of his ministry, he never omitted preaching either at home or abroad on the Lord's day. Dr.
E. resided on the main road from New York to Boston, and was always visited by Dr.
Franklin wlien he was journeying to his native town, as well as by most of the literary and religious characters of his day, who always met with a very affectionate reception in his lio.spitable mansion. He was distinguished for his charities, and many of
his medical services were performed gratuitously.
'' It is mentioned of him that, though an ardent friend of his country, and a great
p.itr"n of improvements, and though, as a clergyman and a philosopher, a physician
and a Trustee of Tale College, his influence with tlie public was very great, and bis
opinions and advice much esteemed, yet he always avoided interfering or taking an
active part in any of the purely political struggles of his day."

The following is an extract from the sermon preached at Dr. Eliot's funeral by the Rev. Thomas Ruggles of Guilford:—
" His person was well proportioned. The dignity and gravity and openness of his
countenance were plain indications of the penetration and greatness of his mind, and
the agreeable turn of his conversation. He was favoured with an excellent bodily
constitution; capable of enduring all the fatigues of hunger and thirst, heat and cold,
witliout sensible relaxation or weariness, which he faithfully improved in activity aud
itices.saiit application, in a great variety of scenes of life. Idleness was his abhorrence; but every portion of time was filled with action by him. Perhaps no man in
his day has slept so little, and done so much, in so great a variety, * « » * *
His endowments of mind were no less superior than his bodily vigour. * « » •
Always active, always bright and pleasant; what is seldom found in one mind, yet in
nini H'ere happily united, a large understanding, solid and true judgment, drop penetration and a rieh and fiorid invention and fancy. All these he improved to the noblest
puriKises; the service and honour of God, the real good or entertainment of his follow
"leii; jierliaps no man has in his day spent so long a life and so active, in a disinterwtcd and perpetual endeavour for promoting the welfare of the world round about
him.
_lle had a turn of mind peculiarly adapted for conversation, and hajijiily aecoiu'
Bodated to the pleasures of social life. * * * No less agreeably cliariiiing and
tnj.i-'iiig was bis company, accommodated to every person under every circumstance:
""tiling affected, nothing assuming: it was all nature and sliined with wisdom: ibat
I'Thaps no person ever left his company dissatisfied, or without being (ileased with it.
. ' * .Vs he was early consecrated to the immediate service of his Masler and
Lord .lesiis. the Saviour of sinners. Divinity he made his flrst and principal study: lio
"Mei'stdod what be preaebeil to others i n a very large compass of knowledge ia the
Jj^'ory of theology He was well aciiuaintcd with polemic writings of the ablest :i!id
r'" authors; and he was herewith an excellent critic in its true sense, retaining what
"solid and useful in it, and leaving the other parts of it as refuse productions. *
,. . lie was truly a good lu'cacber in a proper sense: though he never studiiNl to
^ine in rhetoric, and the enticing words of men's wisdom, yet his diseoiirs's were
wavs instructive and entertaining, and from the peculiar manner in whicli he com•BBnicatod his ideas, were animated, entertaining and always eng.aging the attention.
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His various printed discourses are a testimony to his talents; and that noble discourse
upon the two witnesses, which he has favoured the world with, gives a lasting proof
that he was no way inferior to the most learned and greatest preacher in bis gifts and
powers. And perhaps no minister's preaching, take it in the whole compass of it, was
more useful and profltable to his hearers.
" What renders his memory peculiarly dear, is, that he was a great friend to his
country in its civil and religious interests; and a hearty friend to the religious constitution of these churches in its doctrines and discipline. The great doctrines of Gospel
grace in the salvation of perishing sinners were peculiarly delightful to him: and order
and peace in the churches was what he studied and promoted, and as he had often
occasion, heartily laboured for and was greatly instrumental in promoting. As he
was sound in the faith according to the true character of orthodoxy, so he was of a
truly catholic and Christian spirit in the exercise of it. Diflference in opinion as to
religious principles, was no obstruction to a hearty practice of the great law of love,
benevolence and true goodness to man, to every man; nor of Christian charity to the
whole household of faith. Them he received whom he hoped the Lord had received;
abhorring narrowness and the mean eontractedness of a party spirit, but heartily loved
and freely practised in word and behaviour the great law of true liberty. As he
thought and judged freely for himself, he was persuaded thati every man had the same
right; and for the same reason that he had enjoyed his sentiments freely^, he looked
upon it as the right of every body as well as himself so to do. Hence he w'as an enemy to all imposition and arbitrary dominion over other men's faith; howsoever the
pretence was painted with the fair show of the name of orthodoxy, or contending for the
faith once delivered to the saints. Hence he was free from all bitter words, or reproachful reflections; but spake, judged and acted freely without fear or restraint, but from
the great law of prudence, which he ever exemplarily practised. By this upright conduct he gained the esteem, confidence and good will of persons of every denomination,
who were fond of his company, and valued his friendship highly."
T h e following are his publications : — T h e two W i t n e s s e s ; or Religion
supported by reason and revelation : A Sermon preached before the Association of New London county at L y m e , 1 7 3 5 . Connecticut Election Sermon,
1 7 3 8 . A Sermon on the death of E l i z a b e t h Smithson, 1738. A Sermon
on the t a k i n g of Louisburg, 1 7 4 5 . A Sermon on the death of Augustus
E l i o t , 1 7 4 8 . A n E s s a y upon Pield H u s b a n d r y in New England. 2d ed.,
1760. Continuation of the foregoing E s s a y , 1749.
J a r e d Eliot was married, October 26, 1710, to Elizabeth, daughter of
Samuel Smithson of Guilford. She died F e b r u a r y 18, 1 7 6 1 , aged sixtyeight. T h e y had eleven children. Two sons were graduated at Yale Coll e g e , — S a m u e l , graduated in 1 7 3 5 , was a physician, and died J a n . 1, 1741,
while on a voyage to Africa for his h e a l t h ; and Augustus,
graduated in
1740, was also a physician, and died at Saybrook, November 26, 1747.
Ha7mah, J a r e d E l i o t ' s second daughter, was married to the celebrated Dr.
Benjamin Gale of Killingworth, J u n e 6, 1739, and died J a n u a r y 27, 1781.

SA.MUEL PHILLIPS.

273

SAMUEL PHILLIPS.*
1710—1771.
SAMUEL P H I L L I P S was a grandson of the Rev. Samuel Phillips of
Rowley, and the eldest child of Samuel and Mary (Emerson) Phillips of
Salem, where he was born, February 17, (0. S.) 1690. His father's occupation was that of a goldsmith. His mother was a daughter of the Rev.
John Emerson, the minister of Gloucester. He was prepared for College
by the famous " Master Emerson," nephew of the clergyman above mentioned ; and was admitted to Harvard College in July, 1704, and took his
first degree in July, 1708, at the age of eighteen. For one year after his
graduation, he was occupied as a teacher at Chebacco ; and then returned
to his father's house, with a view to devote himself more exclusively to his
theological studies. Having preached transiently at several different
places, he was.invited to the South parish of Andover, and began to preach
tiiero in April, 1710, in the twenty-first year of his age. But, being unwilling to assume the responsibility of a pastoral charge, while so young, he
was not ordained till October 17, 1711; on which occasion the sermon was
preached by himself from Ezekiel iii. 17. The clergymen constituting the
ordaining council, were the Rev. Thomas Barnard of Andover, the Rev.
Edward Payson + of Rowley, the Rev. Joseph Green I of Salem village, and
the Rev. Thomas Symmes ^ of Bradford. Mr. Phillips' ministry continued
through a period of sixty-one years. He died June 5, 1771, in the eightysecond year of his age.
The following estimate of Mr. Phillips' character is from the Rev. Abiel
Abbot, D. D., of Peterboro', N. H., who, though he does not personally
remember Mr. Phillips, has known many of his intimate friends, and has
spent several years in the immediate vicinity of his field of labour :—
"Mr. Phillips was endued with good powers of mind, and was a diligent, faithlVil
and useful minister. H e early a c q u i r e d the habit of order, i n d u s t r y a n d economy in
the management of his affairs, by which he w a s enabled to accomplish m u c h a n d
obtain his object. Though he sacredly devoted a t e n t h of his income to pious a n d
charitable purposes, a n d his salary was small, yet he e d u c a t e d his family liberally,
and accumulated a large e s t a t e . I n his opinions he was a Calvinist of t h e old school.
As a preacher, he was highly respectable, was zealous, and endeavoured not only t o
mdoctrinate his people in sentiments which he deemed correct a n d i m p o r t a n t , b u t t o
lead them to the practice of all Christian duties. Being strongly a t t a c h e d t o his
views of Christianity, he e x e r t e d himself to defend and p r o p a g a t e t h e m , b o t h by
• Abbot's Hist, of Andover.—Wisner's Sermon on the death of the Hon. William Phillips.
t EDWAHD PATSON, a son of Edward Payson, was born at Roxbury, June 20, 1657; waa
paduatedat Harvard College in 1677; was ordained at Rowley, October 25, 1682; and died
Angnjt 22, 1732, in his seventy-sixth year.
jJoSEPH GREEN was graduated at Harvard College in 1695; was ordained pastor of the church
M Salem village, Nov. 10, 1698; and died Oct. 26, 1715, aged forty. He married Elizabeth,
wighter of the Rev. Mr. Gerrish of Wenham, who survived him and afterwards married the
« « . William Brattle of Cambridge.
VTHOMAS SYMMES, the son of the Rev. Zechariah Symmes of Bradford, was born Feb. 1,167i;;
*»> graduated at Harvard College in 1698; was ordained the first minister of Boxford, Dee. 30,
' ' y i "•!« dismissed in 17U8, and succeeded his father at Bradford the same year; and died Oct.
»i 1725, in his forty-eighth year. He was a man of a vigorous and highly cultivated intellect and
"°l""t piety, and was an earnest, popular and successful preacher. He published a Discourse
•Mitled "Monitor to delaying Sinners;" an Artillery Election Sermon, 1720; a Sermon at tho
*™»tion of Joseph Emerson, 1721; a Discourse concerning prejudice in matters of religion,
" » ; Jooo-serious Dialogue on Singing, 1723; on the support of Ministers, 1724: Historical
•••'«»'« of the late fight at Piggwack, with a Sermon occasioned by the fall of the brave Capt.
Ota Lorewell, and several of his valiant company in the late heroic action there, 1725.

Vol. I.

35

274

TRINITARIAN CONGREGATIONAL.

preaching and writing, and to guard his people against opinions contrary to them.
His anxiety on this subject may easily be seen in some of his last publieatiims. Hig
labours in the pulpit were protracted beyond what is usual at the present day. His
hour glass was turned at the eommeneemeritof his sermon, and the last sands ran out
before its conclusion. It was his practice to call at every house in his parish at least
once a year, and he often carried Madam with him in these parochial visits. They
usually rode together on the same horse, according to the fashion of the times. He
had much influence in persuading parents to attend to parental duties and household
w^orship. The people during his ministry were remarkably united, and his parish was
free from sectaries. Though a man of considerable humour, yet there was an apparent
sternness, which caused undue fear in many of his people, and especially in the
young. Constant intimacy and tl-iendship -were maintained with the ministers of the
North parish, and many pleasant anecdotes of him and the younger Barnard are
remembered and often repeated. A monthly lecture in the town, preached alternately in each parish, was commenced in their ministry, which was continued more than
sixty years. Mr. Phillips was highly respected by his brethren in the ministry, and
was frequently invited to preach on public occasions."

The following is a list of Mr. Phillips' publications :—Elegy upon the
death of Nicholas Noyes and George Curwen, 1718. A word in season, or
duty of a people to take the oath of allegiance to a glorious God, 1727.
Advice to a child, 1729. The History of the Saviour, 1738. The orthodox Christian, or a child well instructed, 1738. A minister's address to his
people, 1739. A Preface to the Rev. J . Barnard's funeral sermon of Mr.
Abiel Abbot, 1739. Artillery Election Sermon, 1741. A Sermon on living
water to be had for asking, 1750, A Sermon at the General Election, 1750.
A Sermon at the installation of Samuel Chandler* at Gloucester, 1751. A
Sermon on the sinner's refusal to come to Christ reproved, 1753. A Sermon on the necessity of God's drawing in order to men's coming unto Christ,
1753,
Convention Sermon, 1753, A Sermon at the ordination of Nathan
Holt t at Danvers, 1759. Seasonable advice to a neighbour in a dialogue,
1761. Address to young people in a dialogue, 1763. A Discourse on Justification delivered in Boston, 1766. A Sermon on Suicide, after the death of
David Gray, 1767.
Mr. Phillips was married to Hannah White of Haverhill, January 7,
1712. She died January 11, 1773, in the eighty-second year of her age.
They had five children—three sons and two daughters. The eldest son,
Samuel, was born February 13, 1715, and was graduated at Harvard College in 1734. He was a member of the House of Representatives, and of
the Council of the Commonwealth, and the founder, in connection with one
of his brothers, of the Academy at Andover which bears his name. He
was married July 11, 1738, to Elizabeth, daughter of Theodore Barnard,
and grand-daughter of the Rev, Thomas Barnard of Andover, and died
August 21, 1790, aged seventy-five. The second son, John, was born
December 27, ( 0 , S,) 1719, and was graduated at Harvard College in 1735.
After having kept the public school at Andover, and in some other towns,
he became a preacher and candidate for the ministry. Leaving theological
pursuits, he went to reside at Exeter, N. H., where he engaged in mercantile life, and at the same time kept a private Latin school. He was greatly
prospered in business; was a ruling elder in the Second church in Exeter,
and in 1747 was unanimously invited to become its pastor. He was one of
*SA5IURL CHANDLER was a native of Andover; was graduated at Harvard College in 1736;
was ordained over tbe second parish of York, Me., Jan. 20, 1742; waa dismissed in 1751; and
wasinstaUed at Gloucester, Mass., Nov, 13th, the same year; and died April 16, 1775, aged
sixty-three. He published a Thanksgiving Sermon, 1759.
f NATHAN HOLT was a native of Andover; was graduated at Harvard College in 1767; 'waS
ordained pastor of the church at Danvers, Jan, 3, l759; and died Aug, 2, 1792, aged sixtyseven.
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the Justices of the peace for the Province of New Hampshire, and for several years a member of the Council of the State. Besides assisting his
brother Samuel in founding the Academy at Andover, and subsequently
making a donation to that institution of twenty thousand dollars, he
establidied a professorship of Divinity in connection with Dartmouth Collesie, and founded and liberally endowed tbe Phillips Academy of Exeter.
He received the degree of Doctor of Laws from Dartmouth College,
in 1777. He was married to Mrs. Sarah Gilman, relict of Nicholas
Gihnan, Esi[., and after her decease, to the relict of Dr. Hale of Portsmouth, who survived him. He had no children by either marriage.
He died April 21, 1795, aged seventy-five. William,
the third and
youngest child, was born June 25, ( 0 . S,) 1722, At the age of fifteen, he
Ixeauie an apprentice to Edward Bromfield, Esq., an eminent merchant of
Boston; and, after his apprenticeship had expired, he married, June 13,
1744, his late master's eldest daughter, Abigail Bromfield, a lady eminent
for virtue and piety. He became one of the most active, successful and
ojiuleut merchants in the United States. He bore an important part in the
measures which preceded and attended the revolution, and was one of the
committee to demand of Gov. Hutchinson that the tea should be sent back
to Eugland. He was a member of the Convention for forming the constitution of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and of that for ratifying
tiie eoDstitution of the United States. He was frequently a useful member of the Legislature in the House, and in the Senate. He was for many
year.? a deacon in the Old South church, Boston, and sustained a high character for integrity, piety and benevolence. He had eight children, only
four of whom survived the period of childhood. He died in January, 1804.

EDWARD WIGGLESWORTH.*
1712—1765.
KDWARD W I G G L E S W O R T H was a son of the Rev. Michael Wigglesworth,

and was born at Maiden about the beginning of the year 1693. He was
ffraduated at Harvard College in 1710. He was distinguished for his classical attainments, and had a high standing for general scholarship. H e
remained at Cambridge after his graduation, studied Theology, and was in
Que time licensed to preach ; after which, he was occupied for some time as
a t-.acher in Boston. Though he had not the kind of talent as a preacher,
tbat mo.-t attracts the multitude, he was listened to with great delight by
tue more intelligent class of hearers. He preached in various parishes, for
several tears, but never became a settled pastor. When Thomas Hollis of
bondou established the professorship of Theology, bearing his name, in
Harvard College, the eyes of the clergy and others most interested were
iiretted to ^Ir. Wiggleswsorth, as a suitable per.son to fill that important
place. Dr. Colman, in a letter to Mr. Hollis, speaks of him as " a man of
™jwn and exemplary piety, literature, modesty, meekness, and other Chris^lan ornaments;" and, in behalf of the Corporation, he earnestly recom' Appleton's Fun. Serm.—Peurce's Hist. Harv. Coll.—Quiney's do.—Stiles' MSS.
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mends to Mr. Hollis to nominate him as the first Professor. This request
having been complied with, the choice was confirmed by the Overseers, January 24, 1722, and on the 24th of October following, he was publicly
inducted into office in the College Hall. When he was appointeti to this
ofiice, he was not far from thirty years old, and had been out of College
upwards of eleven years.
At the time of his election as Professor it was " Ordered by the Overseers that a minute be taken and recorded of the several heads in Divinity,
upon which the Corporation examined Mr. Wigglesworth. He appeared
before the Corporation and declared his assent, I . To Dr. Ames' Medulla
Theologise ; I I . To the Confession of Faith contained in the Assembly's
Catechism ; I I I . To the doctrinal articles of the Church of England;—•
more particularly 1. To the doctrine of the Holy Trinity; 2. To the doctrine of the eternal Godhead of our blessed Savibur; 3. To the doctrine of
Predestination; 4. To the doctrine of special efficacious Grace ; 5. To the
Divine right of infant baptism."
In 1723, he was appointed to succeed Dr. Cutler as Rector of Yale College, but declined the appointment. In 1724, he was elected a member of
the Corporation of Harvard College, which oifice he held till his death. In
1730, the degree of Doctor of Divinity was conferred upon him by the
University of Edinburgh.
Dr. Wigglesworth was one of the most prominent writers in the
Whitefieldian controversy. In 1745, he wrote an "Answer to Mr. Whitefield's reply to the College Testimony," which was characterized by uncommon ability, and attracted great attention. In 1754, he delivered two
Lectures upon " t h e distinguishing characters of the ordinary and extraordinary ministers of Christ;" which were called forth by Mr. Whitefield's
preaching at Cambridge, and were printed by request of the students.
Dr. Wigglesworth was not a little afdicted by deafness ; but, though this
prevented him from exercising to the best advantage his fine talent for conversation, it perhaps made him more conversant with the thoughts of other
men through their works. His constitution was not robust; and, during
the latter part of his life, he suffered much from ill health, as well as other
painful domestic visitations ; but he sustained himself in uniform tranquillity
and cheerfulness. He was greatly distinguished for his benevolence; for,
though his annual income never exceeded two hundred pounds, and often
fell much short of it, he made it a rule to appropriate one tenth of all that
he received to charitable and religious purposes. He continued to perform
the duties of his professorship till within a few days of his death. When
asked by Dr, Appleton, th§ minister of Cambridge, the day before he died,
" whether his faith and hope remained strong and steady," he calmly replied,
that " h e thought he could say that, in some good measure, he had walked
before God in truth, and with a perfect heart; and although there had been
many defects and failings in his life, yet he hoped and believed that through
Christ he should be accepted." He died January 16, 1765, in the seventythird year of his age, and the forty-third of his professorship. His funeral
obsequies were attended by a vast concourse not only from Cambridge, but
from the neighbouring towns. The corpse, preceded by the students, was
carried into the chapel, and an oration in Latin was pronounced by Joseph
Taylor, a member of the senior class. On the succeeding Sabbath, a funeral sermon was preached by Dr. Appleton from I I . Cor. v i i i . 18. Both of
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tliese tributes to his memory were published ; as was also a " Poetical
E^>ay," in blank verse, by J o s e p h W i l l a r d , then a Senior Sophister, and
afterwards President of the College.
Dr, A\'igglesworth was, for some time, Commissioner of the L o n d o n Society for propagating the Gospel among the I n d i a n s , b u t resigned the ofiice
about ten years before his death, on account of his increasing deafness.
He
was also chosen one of the Scotch deputation for propagating Christian knowleJiie, but declined the proffered honour on the same accouut.
Dr. W s publications, besides those already mentioned, are the following:
Sober remarks on a modest proof of the order and government settled b y
Christ and his Apostles in the Church, 1 7 2 4 . A Sermon on the duration
of future punishment, 1 7 2 9 . A Sermon on the death of Thomas Hollis,
Esq,, 1731, A seasonable Caveat against believing every s p i r i t : Two Lectures in Harvard College, 1 7 3 5 . A Sermon after tbe death of the R e v .
Benjamin Wadsworth, 1 7 3 7 . A n inquiry into the t r u t h of the imputation
of Adains first sin to his posterity, 1 7 3 8 . The sovereignty of God in the
oxcrci-eof his mercy, &c.: Two public L e c t u r e s in H a r v a r d College, 1 7 4 1 .
Some evidences of the Divine inspiration of the Scriptures of the Old Testament, from the testimony of J e s u s Christ and his Apostles ; in the new
public Lecture in H a r v a r d College, 1 7 5 5 . Dudleian L e c t u r e , 1 7 5 7 . T h e
doctrine of reprobation briefly considered, 1 7 6 3 .
The character of D r . Wigglesworth is thus sketched b y D r . C h a u n c y , in
a letter to Doctor Stiles, dated May 6, 1 7 6 8 , enumerating some of the
greater lights of New E n g l a n d : —
" I wonder I should not till now think of Dr, Wigglesworth, Hollisian Professor of
Divinity at our Cambridge College, as he was one of my best friends and longest
acquaintance, and had courage to speak honourably of me in the New Light time
when it was dangerous to do so. He was some years usher in the grammar school in
Boston. He left this employment with a design to settle in the ministry; and took a
chamber at College about the time I was graduated there. He lived at College some
years before there was an opportunity of his being chosen into the professorship; all
whicli time I had the pleasure of being many times a week in company with him,
and since that time, I familiarly corresponded with him, by speech or writing, till he
died. He is highly deserving of being remembered with honour, not only on account
of his character as a man of learning, piety, usefulness in his day, strength of mind,
lar.'.'ncss of understanding, and an extraordinary talent at reasoning with clearness
^•A the most nervous cogency, but on account also of his catholic spirit and conduct,
notwithstanding great temptations to the contrary. He was one of the most candid
men you ever saw; far removed from bigotry, no ways rigid in his attachment to any
scheme, yet steady to his own principles, but at the same time charitable to others,
though they widely differed from him. He was, in one word, a truly great and excellent man."
The Hon. Paine W i n g a t e , who was one of his pupils, writes thus concern'"'-' him, at the age of ninety-two, u n d e r date of May 5, 1 8 3 1 : —
"'W'e attended bis theological lectures, both in the chapel for all the students, and
in the hall to the two senior classes. His lectures to the latter were conflned to the
'nbject of tlie Thirty-Nine articles of the Church of England. In those lectures the
PrulV-ssor did not take a text of Scripture, but took some particular article of that
weed, and discoursed from it. His lecture was very short.* He had no prayer nor
any other service. He had a very exc(dlent talent for satire."
Dr. Wigglesworth's son, Edivard,
succeeded him in the Theological
chair. He was graduated at H a r v a r d College in 1740 ; was a tutor, when
bis father died, and was immediately appointed to fill the vacancy occasion* "I^e brevity of his lecture is prob.ably to be accounted for by a vote of the Overseers passed
j!"'7.> '740,—'-That it Ijo recommended to Dr. Wigglesworth, that in pursuing his course of
wnnitj in his public lectures, he be more concise in the several subjects he treats upon,"
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ed by his death. His inauguration took place on the 16th of October,
1765. Upon the death of Dr. Winthrop in 1779, he was elected Fellow of
the Corporation. When the Society in Scotland for promoting the Gospel
among the Indians of North America established a corresponding Board in
Boston, he was chosen Secreta*y. He received the degree of Doctor of
Divinity from Harvard College in 1786. He was one of the original members of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. In 1791, he resigned his professorship, in consequence of a paralytic affection, by which he
was disqualified for its duties, but he was continued a professor emeritus
till his death, which occurred on the 17th of June, 1794. He published
Calculations on American population ; with a table of estimating the annual
increase of the inhabitants in the British Colonies, 1775 ; Dudleian Lecture before Harvard College, November 5, 1777; The hope of immortalit y : a sermon at Cambridge on the death of the Hon. John Winthrop,
1779, The second Dr. Wigglesworth was, like his father, distinguished for
his learning, and his devotion to the interests of the College.

JOSEPH SEWALL, D. D.*
1713—1769.
J O S E P H SE'^VALL was born in Boston, August 15, ( 0 . S.) 1688. His
father was the Hon. Samuel Sewall, who was, for many years, a Judge, and
for several. Chief Justice, of the Superior Court of Massachusetts. His
mother was a daughter of John Hull, a gentleman of great respectability,
one of the founders of the Old South church, and for some time Treasurer
of the Province. He was graduated at Harvard College in the year 1707.
His mind was early brought under a religious infiuence, and, notwithstanding he belonged to a family of great civil and worldly consideration,
he preferred the ministry to any other profession. Having gone through a
course of theological study at Cambridge, he was licensed to preach the
Gospel, and in due time was called to take part in the ministry with the
Rev. Ebenezer Pemberton, as pastor of the Old South church. He accepted the invitation, and was ordained on the 16th of September, 1713; the
ordination sermon being preached by himself. His father. Judge Sewall, in
making a record of the exercises of the day, says,—
" Mr. Pemberton made an august speech, showing the validity and antiquity of
New English ordinations. Afterwards, he prayed, ordained, and gave the Charge
excellently. Then Dr. Increase Mather made a notable speech, gave the Right Hand
of Fellowship, and prayed."
In 1724, Mr. Sewall was chosen to succeed Mr. Leverett, as President
of Harvard College. Committees were appointed by the Corporation, and
the Board of Overseers, to urge his acceptance, and to obtain the consent
of his church to his removal; but the church declaring "their unwillingness to part with their pastor, he gave his an.swer in the negative." In
1728, upon Dr. Colman's resignation, he was chosen a Fellow of the Corporation ; and he faithfully discharged the duties of the office, tiU he resigned
* Chauncy's Fun. Serm,—Wisner's Hist. Disc—Eliot's Biog. Diet.
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it in 1765. He showed himself a warm friend to the College in various
ways. Having inherited a considerable fortune, he, for many years in succession, made a liberal appropriation for the support of pious, indigent students; and when, in the year 1764, Harvard Hall, containing the College
library aud philosophical apparatus, was burnt, he was among the foremost
to aid in repairing the loss, by presenting to the institution a large number
of valuable books.
He was distinguished above almost any other man of his time for devotional fervour, and simple and earnest engagedness in his work. He was
familiarly known as " the good Dr. Sewall," and sometimes as " t h e weeping prophet." Into the revival of 1740 he entered with his whole heart,
and, without endorsing all Whitefield's extravagancies, he cordially welcomed him to his pulpit, co-operated with him in his measures, and gave him
the full influence of his general approval.
In the year 1731, Mr. Sewall received the degree of Doctor of Divinity
from the University of Glasgow. He was also appointed a corresponding
member of the "Society in Scotland for promoting Christian knowledge";
and was one of the Commissioners appointed by the honourable Corporation
in London, "for the propagation of the Gospel in New England and parts
adjacent."
Dr. Sewall, in the course of his ministry, had no less than four colleagues,—namely, Ebenezer Pemberton, Thomas Prince, Alexander Cumming, and John Blair. Though he lived on terms of intimacy and affection
with all of them, Mr. Prince, with whom he was associated the longest, would
seem to have stood highest in his regard. They were accustomed to spend
a portion of Friday afternoon before every communion, and a season preceding tho transaction of any important business in the church, in united
prayer. The following entries illustrative of this practice, occur in Dr.
Sewall's journal:—
" 1721-2, January 5. Mr. Prince and I prayed together, as is usual before the sacrament of the Lord's Supper. Lord hear our prayers." "1722, Nov. 2. Mr. Prince
and I met together and prayed to God for direction and assistance relating to the fast to
bekept by the church we stand related to." "'1728-9, January 13. The church
being to meet relating to the affairs of the new building, Mr. Prince and I prayed
together, 0 Lord, hear, guide and govern our affairs in mercy."
Dr. Sewall retained his mental faculties, and enjoyed comfortable bodily
health, till he had reached the period of four score years. He preached on
the evening of the day that completed that period ; but on the very next
Sabbath, was seized with a paralytic affection, from which he never recovered. After lingering some months in great debility, he died in the utmost
peace, June 27, 1769, in the eighty-first year of his age. I once conversed
with an aged lady, a member of his church, who attended him during the
• lJ8t night of his life; and she represented the tranquillity of his departure
>8 in admirable keeping with his exalted piety. A Sermon was preached
in reference to his death, by the Rev. Dr. Chauncy, which was published.
Dr. John Eliot, who must have known Dr. Sewall in early life, gives the
following account of him:—
'He was a man who seemed to breathe the air of Heaven, while he was here upon
earth; he delighted in the work of the ministry; and when he grew venerable for his
age as well as for his piety, he was regarded as the father of the clergy. The rising
B^neration looked upon him with reverence, and all classes of people felt a respect for
nis name. He was a genuine disciple of the famous John Calvin, lie dwelt ujion the
peat articles of the Christian faith in preaching and conversation; and dreaded the
propagation of any opinions in this country, which were contrary to the principles of
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our fathers. Hence he was no friend to free inquiries, or to any discussion of theological opinions, which were held true by the first Reformers. His advice to students
in Divinity was to read the Bible, always with a comment, such as Mr. Henry's or
Arehbis'hop Usher's, and to m a k e themselves acquainted with the work of his great p r e decessor, Mr. W i l l a r d , whose Body of Divinity was then in great r e p u t e . Though he so
often preached the doctrines of the Gospel, yet he never entered into any curious
speculations; his object was to impress upon people what they should believe, and
how they must live, to be eternally h a p p y . His sermons were p a t h e t i c ; a n d the pious
strains of his prayers, as well as preaching, excited serious attention, aud made a
devout assembly. His c h a r a c t e r was uniform; and t h e observation has often been
m a d e , if he entered into company, something serious or good dropped from his lips.
' His very presence banished away every thing of levity, and solemnized the minds of
all those who were with him.'
»
*
»
*
*
»
*
«
*
»
" A l t h o u g h Dr. Sewall was more r e m a r k a b l e for his piety t h a n his learning, yet he
was a friend to literature, and endeavoured all in his power to promote the interest
and reputation of t h e College. He was a very good classical scholar. He could write
handsomely in L a t i n , when he was an old m a n , and had r e a d m a n y authors in that
language."

Dr. Sewall was married, October 29, 1713, to Mrs. Elizabeth Walley,
who died before her second husband. Only one of his children survived
him,—a son, Samuel, who was born in 1715, was graduated at Harvard
College in 1733, and died in 1771. He was a deacon of the Old South
church, from 1763 to 1771. He was the father of the late Samuel Sewall,
LLD., the third Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Massachusetts, by
the name of Sewall.
The following is a list of Dr. Sewall's publications :—A Sermon on
family religion, 1716, A Sermon on the death of the Rev. Ebenezer
Pemberton, 1717. A Sermon on the death of the Hon. Wait Winthrop,
1717.
A Sermon entitled " A Caveat against covetousness," 1718. An
Election Sermon, 1724. A Sermon on the sudden deaths of Thomas
Lewis and Samuel Hirst, 1727, A Sermon at the Boston Lecture upon the
tidings of the death of King George I., 1727. A Sermon on occasion of
the earthquakes, 1727, A second Sermon on the earthquakes, 1727. A
Sermon at the Boston Lecture, 1728. A Sermon on a day of prayer for
the rising generation, 1728. A Sermon on the death of the Hon. Samuel
Sewall, 1730. A Sermon at the ordination of Stephen Parker,* Ebenezer
Hinsdellt and Joseph Seccombe,1: as missionaries to the Indians, 1733, A
Sermon on the death of the Rev, President Wadsworth, 1737 A Fast
Sermon before the General Court, 1740, A Sermon at the Thursday Lecture in Boston, 1741, The Holy Spirit convincing the world of sin, of
righteousness and of judgment: Four Sermons, 1741. A Sermon on a day
of prayer, 1742, A Sermon on the love of our neighbour, 1742. A Sermon on Revelation v . 11, 12, 1745. A Sermon on the death of Josiah
Willard, 1756, A Sermon on the death of the Rev. Thomas Prince, 1758.
A Sermon on the joyful news of the reduction of Havannah, 1762. A
Sermon on the death of the Rev. Alexander Cumming, 1763.
* STEPHEN PAKKER was a native of Middleboro', Mass,, and was graduated at Harvard College in 1727,
t EBENEZER HINSDELL was a descendant of Bobert Hinsdale, who was one of tbe founders
of the church in Dedham in 1638, and sulfcquentlv removed to Deerfield. He [Ebenezer] was
graduated at Harvard College in 1727, and died in 1763.
X JOSEPH SEoeoMBE was a native of Boston; was graduated at Harvard College in 1731; was
installed at Kingston, N, H,, 1737; and died June 15, 1760, aged fifty-four. He published
Plain and brief rehearsal of the operations of Christ as God, 1740.
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ELISHA WILLIAMS. =*
1713—1755.
ELISHA W I L L I A M S was the son of the Rev. William Williams of Hatfield, Mass., and of Eliza, his first wife, who was the daughter of the Rev.
Seaborn Cotton. He was born August 24, 1694. His early intellectual
developments were more than ordinarily promising; and, in the year 1708,
he was admitted a member of the Sophomore class in Harvard Coll&ge.
During his collegiate course he was an uncommonly diligent and successful
student; and he graduated with honour in the year 1711. After leaving
College, his attention was directed to the study of Theology, under the
direction of his venerable father ; and while he studied the Bible as the
only authoritative standard of Christian doctrine, he availed himself of the
writings of the early Reformers, and of the Puritans, for which he had
ever after a strong relish.
Shortly after this, the providence of God having cast his lot, for some
time, in Wethersfield, Conn., he formed iin acquaintance with Eunice Chester of that place, a lady of excellent character, who, in due time, became
his wife. She lived with him thirty-six years, became the mother of seven
children, and died in the year 1750. Not far from the time of his marriage,
he was induced to take a voyage to Canso, 'a small island on the South East
coast of Nova Scotia, where he preached, for some time, to the fishermen.
After his return home, he prosecuted the study of the Law, with an intention to engage in the practice of it. He also served several years as Representative of the town of Wethersfield, and Clerk of the Lower House of
Assembly. After the College in Connecticut was removed from Saybrook
to New Haven, an unhappy controversy arose among the Trustees, in consequence of which, some of the students refused to obey the requisitions of
the collegiate government; and Mr. Williams was appointed by two disaffected Trustees,—the Rev. Messrs. Woodbridge and Buckingham of Hartford, to superintend the studies of those who chose to withdraw from New
Haven. He instructed them in Wethersfield about two years, and in a
manner which gave great satisfaction to all concerned. His name appears
on the list of Tutors in College ; because, after it was determined that the
College should be removed to New Haven, it was resolved, as a conciliatory
measure, that his irregular appointment should be confirmed; but he never
acted as Tutor, except in the case above referred to.
In the year 1719, Mr. Williams was visited with a severe illness, which
brought him so near the grave that not only his friends, but his physicians,
Md well nigh despaired of his recovery. His religious exercises at this
time seem to have been of a more decided character than at any previous
period; and to have constituted an appropriate preparation for his entering
on the active duties of the ministry. In 1721, the parish of Newington,
—by advice of the Rev. Mr. Mix* of Wethersfield, and some other minis•ers in the neighbourhood, made application to him to become their minis—'^''"'ood'g Fun, Serm,—Hist, of the AVilliams family,—Clap's, Baldwin's and Kingsley's
" * • Yale CoU.-Stiles' MSS.
•STEPHINMIX was born in New Haven; was graduated at Harvard College in 1690; was
" » a e d a t WethersBeld, Conn,, in 1694; and died August 28, 1738, aged sixty-six.
VOL.
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ter. He considered the indications of providence favourable to his acceptance of the call; and, accordingly, he did accept it, and was ordained in
the year 1721. Here he spent nearly five years in a course of earnest, and
to a good degree, successful, ministerial labour. His health, however,
during this period, was by no means firm, and it was thought to have suffered from too sedentary a habit and excessive application to study.
In 1726, Mr, Williams was appointed Rector of Yale College. The
place was considered one of no small dif&culty,—owing to the agitation that
had arisen out of the recent declarations for Episcopacy, especially by Mr.
Cutler j and several gentlemen who bad been successively appointed to the
ofiice, unhesitatingly declined it, Mr. Williams, however, thought it his
duty to accept i t ; and, accordingly, he was dismissed from his charge, and
shortly after installed in the Rectorship. His duties were now extremely
arduous, as, beside the general superintendance of the institution, he
attended constantly to the instruction of one or two classes, and frequently
preached on the Sabbath. He was regarded as eminently qualified for the
place, and the College received a new and favourable impulse under his
administration. But here again, his health, after a while, failed him; and,
as tbe sea air was thought to be one principal cause of his indisposition, he
felt himself constrained, in 1739, to tender the resignation of his of&ce.
The Trustees returned him " their hearty thanks for his good service to the
College,"
On leaving the Rectorship, he returned to Wethersfield, whore, for some
time, he gave himself to vigorous exercise, and finally recovered his health.
But, though he was relieved from his bodily disorders, he was afilicted,
shortly after this, by a sad succession of domestic bereavements. His
eldest son,—a young gentleman of liberal education and rare endowments;
his eldest daughter,—a gifted, accomplished and eminently pious young
lady ; and his youngest son,—a graduate of Yale College, and a youth of
great promise,—were successively taken from him by death. But he
evinced the most submissive spirit in his afilictions, and was wont to say
that " t h e y were wholesome disciplines in Christ's school."
After his return to Wethersfield, he was induced again to accept the ofiice
of Representative of the town, and was also appointed by the General
Assembly one of the Judges of the Superior Court, at the critical period
when the "religious awakening" had occasioned some unhappy divisions in
the government, and some laws relating to ecclesiastical matters, which were
deemed by many as unjust and oppressive. Though he greatly disapproved
of the extravagances of the times, he nevertheless believed that there was a
revival of true religion ; and he endeavoured, so far as he could, to defend
and promote whatever was good and true, and especially to maintain the
fullest liberty of conscience. His course in reference to this matter subjected him to considerable odium, and there were not wanting those who
charged him with being governed by selfish and ambitious views ; but he
kept steadily forward, not intimidated by opposition, and declaring that it
was a small thing for him to be judged of man's judgment.
When the expedition against Cape Breton was set on foot, in 1745, he
was appointed by the General Assembly, Chaplain of the Connecticut troops;
and Governor Roger Wolcott,—then Major General, and several other gentlemen, urged him to accept tbe appointment. He accepted it, accordingly,
in tbe hope of doing something for his King and country, by promoting reli-
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gion in the army, and aiding in the reduction of a place, which he was
earnestly desirous should be taken out of the hands of the French, that
thereby one of their chief advantages against the Colonies might be wrested
from them. His behaviour during this expedition is said to have been highly honourable to both his patriotism and his piety.
In 1746, when an expedition to Canada was proposed, and a regiment
of a thousand men raised in Connecticut, by His Majesty's order, Mr. Williams was appointed to be the Chief Colonel of that regiment. This appointment also he accepted ; and went, as did the regiment, to New London,
where they remained for a long time, waiting for orders to embark ; but, as
none came during the summer, they were required to be in readiness till
further orders. About a year and a half after, orders came from the King
to disband the troops raised for that expedition. In consequence of some
difficulty that arose in connection with the payment of the regiment, Mr.
Williams was earnestly requested to go to England, and " solicit the Court
in that behalf;" and having consented to the proposal, he embarked at Boston in December, 1749, and arrived in London about the close of January
following. He engaged at once in prosecuting the object of his mission;
but was subjected to so many hinderances, that he found it impossible to
obtain an order for the pay, till it was too late to venture the homeward
voyage that year. In the spring following, he met with some further delay,
so that he did not leave England till August, 1751. The vessel had a long
and tedious passage, and after meeting with contrary winds, till her provision was nearly exhausted, and the crew had become almost desperate, she
drove down to the island of Antigua, and reaching it in the night, very
narrowly escaped shipwreck. There they were obliged to remain till spring,
and did not reach New London till April, 1752.
In the winter after he embarked for England, he was afilicted by the death
of his youngest daughter,—a young lady of uncommonly amiable and engaging qualities ; and, in the following spring, he met with a still heavier loss
in the death of his excellent wife. As he was detained in Great Britain a
considerable time after the intelligence reached him, he formed a matrimonial connection, before he left the country, with Elizabeth, daughter of the
Rev. Thomas Scott,* an eminent dissenting minister at Norwich. She was a
lady well known in the literary and religious circles of England, as she
afterwards was in this country ; and some of her writings still remain to
testify to her high intellectual superiority and moral excellence.
After his return from England, he was employed in several public services
for his country, and maintained an active correspondence with many of the
distinguished individuals with whom he had formed a friendship during his
transatlantic visit. In the spring of 1754, a scrofulous tumour appeared
under his jaw, which, however, gave him little pain, and excited little or no
apprehension, until the approach of cold weather, when it assumed a more
serious and decided character. With this malady he continued to struggle
till the 24th of July, 1755, when he sunk calmly to his rest, in the sixtyfirst year of his age. His last illness, and his departure from the world,
were marked by demonstrations, every way worthy of the high Christian
etaracter which he had long maintained. His funeral sermon was preached
•THOMAS SCOTT was the son of a merehant in London, and a brother of the Rev. Daniel Scott,
*'so a dissenting minister, and a distinguished theological writer. He published several occasional
•ennons, and died in 1746.
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by the Rev, James Lockwood of Wethersfield, and was published. Only
two of his children survived him. From one of them, Elisha, have descended several families of great worth and respectability. The widow, Mrs.
Elizabeth Williams, was subsequently married to the Hon. William Smith
of New York ; but she survived him also, and afterwards returned to
Wethersfield, where she died in 1776, aged sixty-eight.
Mr. Williams published a Sermon on Divine grace illustrated in the salvation of sinners, 1727 ; a Sermon on the death of the Rev. Thomas Ruggles, 1728 ; and an Essay entitled, " The essential rights and liberties of
Protestants," 1744.
President Stiles, who heard Mr. Williams pronounce his valedictory oration at the Commencement, when he resigned his chair, says of him,—
" He was a good classical scholar, well versed in logic, metaphysics and ethics, and
in rhetoric and oratorj' He presided at Commencement with great honour. He
spoke Latin freely, and delivered orations gracefully and with animated dignity."
Dr, Doddridge, with whom Mr. Williams became intimately acciuainted
during his sojourn in England, in writing to a friend, says of him,—
" I look upon him to be one of the most valuable men upon earth; he has. joined to
an ardent sense of religion, solid learning, consummate prudence, great candour and
sweetness of temper; and a certain nobleness of soul, capable of contriving and acting the greatest things, without seeming to be conscious of having done them.''

STEPHEN WILLIAMS, D. D.*
1714—1782.
S T E P H E N W I L L I A M S was a son of the Rev. John and Eunice (Mather)
Williams, of Deerfield, and was born May 14, 1693. When he was in his
eleventh year, he was taken captive, with all his father s family, except one
brother, by the Indians, and carried into Canada. During the long and
tedious journey, he was subjected to great deprivations and sufferings, and
was many times apparently in danger of losing his life, through the jealousy
and cruelty of his savage masters ; and what rendered his condition still
more trying was, that, shortly after they commenced the journey, he was
separated from his father and the rest of the family, and did not meet them
again for fourteen months. After being detained, for a while, at St Francis and Sorel, he was taken to Quebec, where he received from the French
very kind treatment,—particularly from one Capt. Courtamouch, who said
he had been very kindly received in New England. The Governor had previously bought him of the Indians ; and, upon-certain petitions being presented in his behalf by distinguished individuals from New England, he was
allowed to return home,—though he left his father, brothers and sisters,
behind. He arrived at Boston on the 21st of November, 1705,—nearly
twenty-one months from the commencement of his captivity. Some time
after his return, he wrote out a somewhat minute account of his experience
during this eventful period, which is still preserved in the original manuscript, and is incorporated with the " History of the Williams family." I

*Breok'sFun. Serm.—Hist, of the Williams family.—Communication from Dr. Lathrop.—
Holland s Hist, 'West. Mass.
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have heard those who knew him well in subsequent life, say that he never
seemed to weary of recalling and relating those youthful adventures, and
that this part of his history always made him an object of increased interest
among all classes.
After his return from captivity, he was educated at Harvard College,
where he was graduated in the year 1713. He engaged in teaching a school
at Hadley for a year, and went to Longmeadow, November 4, 1714, to
preach as a candidate. He was ordained there, October 17, 1716—the
ordination sermon was preached by the Rev. William Williams of Hatfield.
He was a zealous friend of his country, and in the course of his ministry,
manifested his patriotism by serving as Chaplain to the army in three different campaigns. He was at Cape Breton in the year 1745, as Chaplain to a
regiment under Sir William Pepperell: he returned seriously ill, to Boston,
in the beginning of December, but was unable to reach home till the 1st
of February, 1746. In 1755, he went to Lake George in the same capacity, under Sir William Johnson; and, in the year following, under General Winslow. He was connected with the regiment commanded by Col.
Ephraim Williams, when the Colonel fell,—September 8, 1755. On the
day immediately preceding the battle, which was the Sabbath, he preached
before the troops a sermon from Isaiah L x v 4 , — " Which remain among
the graves and lodge in the mountains." In 1756, he was Chaplain in the
regiment commanded by Dr. Thomas Williams of Deerfield ; but his health
failed, and he was obliged to return before the army broke up. The various duties which devolved upon him as Chaplain, he discharged with the
utmost fidelity, and commanded in a high degree the respect of both of&cers
and soldiers. I have seen many of his letters written to his family, during
this latter campaign, in respect to which it is dif&cult to say whether the
spirit of conjugal and parental affection, of devotion to his country, or of
dependance on the providence and grace of God, is the more signally manifested.
Mr. Williams had an important agency in establishing the mission in 1734,
among the Housatonnoc Indians at Stockbridge. It was partly at his suggestion that the " Honourable and Reverend Commissioners at Boston" were
written to on the subject; and by their request, Mr. Williams, in company
with the Rev. Mr. Bull of Westfield, made a journey to Housatonnoc to visit
the Indians, with a view to ascertain whether they would consent that a
minister should be sent to them, to teach them the Christian religion. The
Indians, after taking four days to consider the subject, agreed to the benevolent proposal; upon which, Mr. Williams delivered to them a small belt
of wampum as a sort of confirmation and record of what had passed.
Shortly after this, he went to Boston to inform the Honourable Commissioners of the result of their mission ; whereupon, he and his colleague were
requested by the Commissioners to procure some suitable person to be
employed as a missionary. They immediately applied to Mr. John Sergeant,
then a Tutor in Yale College, and were so fortunate as to secure his servi'^- Mr. Sergeant was ordained at Deerfield, August 31, 1735, on which
occasion Mr. Williams was present and took part in the exercises.
The degree of Doctor of Divinity was conferred upon him, by Dartmouth
College, in 1773.
Dr. Williams had always the reputation of being thoroughly Calvanistio
w bis religious views, but it appears, from some of his letters which I have
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seen, that he was strongly conservative in the great Whitefieldian revival.
Notwithstanding he was the brother-in-law of the celebrated James Davenport, of fanatical memory, he seems to have never yielded to any undue
excitement, but to have resisted what seemed to him of evil tendency, even
though it was associated with much that he thought worthy of being encouraged. When the Rev. Mr. Breck, who was reputed an Arminian, was settled at Springfield, in 1736, Dr. Williams, in common with most of the
neighbouring ministers, made a vigorous opposition to his settlement; but
he afterwards became his intimate friend, and Mr. Breck preached Dr.
Williams' funeral sermon.
Dr. Williams died June 10, 1782, in the ninetieth year of his age, and
the sixty-sixth of his ministry. He was able to perform the whole service of
the Sabbath, until within a few weeks of his death; and, after he was confined to his house, he was occupied much of tbe time in dispensing Christian counsel and admonition to those around him. He left it as a special
charge to his people, that they should, as soon as possible, procure the resettlement of the ministry among them, and that they should look for "one
who would not deal much in matters of doubtful speculation, but would preach
Christ and the essential things of the Gospel." Just before he expired, his
family gathered around him, and he addressed them as follows:—"It is a
great thing to die ; I must say, I am afraid of dying ; I am afraid of the
pangs and throes of death; for death is the wages of sin ; but I am not
afraid to be dead : for I trust that, through the merits and grace of my
dear Redeemer and Advocate, Jesus Christ, the sting of death (which is sin)
is taken away. And Oh, I would now tell you all that if, at the last day,
you are found at the left hand of Jesus Christ, it would have been ten
thousand times better, if you had never had a being. I cannot add—I pray
God to give you all understanding."
The following is an extract from Mr. Breck's sermon at his funeral:—
"Our old prophet is dead and gone. He has, for many years, made up the hedge,
and stood in the gap before God, for the land, that he should not destroy it. By his
removal, a wide breach is laid open. * * « • I may tell you, with great sincerity,
that I liemoau my own loss; I mourn with his bereaved family and near friends; with
tbu people of his charge; with my brethren in tlie ministry; and I mourn for the land,
and am ready to cry out, 'Help, Lord, for the godly man ceaseth, for the faithful fail
from among the children of men.' * * * * jjjg preaching was sound, profltable
and scriptural; he heartily embraced the religion of our forefathers, and was very
opposite to what of late is called the New Divinity, as contrary to tbe Gospel, and
destructive of real religion. » « * jjg ^yg^g g^ truly good minister of Jesus
Christ."
The Rev. Dr, Lathrop of West Springfield, who was, for nearly thirty
years, contemporary with Dr. Williams in the ministry, and resided in the
same neighbourhood with him, has often entertained me with his reminiscences of the veteran father. I received from him a very distinct, and I
doubt not, correct, impression of Dr. Williams' character. He was tall and
erect in stature, of rather long features and grave expression, and exceedingly staid and formal in his manners. He was a man of good common
sense, and had great influence, especially in his own parish. It was nearly
a matter of course that his parishioners, whenever tbey entered into the
family state, should immediately institute domestic worship ; and, if he
heard of an exception, he immediately mounted his horse, and rode off to
visit the delinquent, and would not leave him till he had obtained from him
a promise that he would take up at once the neglected duty. He seems to
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have had no remarkable powers of mind, and yet he always showed himself
equal to any circumstances in which he was placed. During many of his
later years, he was regarded as a patriarch, not only in his own parish, but
in the surrounding community. He was extensively known also throughout
the State ; and with many of the most prominent men of the day,—such as
Dr. Colman, Dr. Cooper, President Edwards, Governor Hutchinson, John
Hancock, &c., &c., he maintained an active corirespondence. His papers
were all preserved in the house in which he died, till within a few years,
when the house was burnt, and the great mass of the papers burnt in it.
Dr. Williams published a Sermon at the ordination of John Keep,*
1772.
Dr. Williams was married July 3, 1718, to Abigail, daughter of the
Rev. John Davenport of Stamford, Conn. She died, August 26, 1766.
He was married a second time, September 6, 1767, to Sarah, widow of
Deacon Nathaniel Burt, and daughter of David Chapin of Chickopee. She
survived him, and died, November 10, 1790, aged eighty-four years.
Dr. Williams had eight children,—six sons and two daughters. Three of
his sons, Stephen, Warham and Nathan, were highly respectable ministers
of the Gospel.
Stephen was born January 26, 1722 ; was' graduated at Yale College iu
1741; was ordained at Woodstock, (Second society,) Conn., in November,
1747; was married, October 18, 1748, to Martha H u n t ; became the
father of six children, and died April, 1795.
Warham, the second son who was in the ministry, was born January 7,
1726; was graduated at Yale College in 1745 ; was a Tutor in College
from 1746 to 1750; was ordained pastor of the church at Northford, Conn.,
June 30, 1750,—the church being gathered at that time. He was married
November 13, 1752, to Ann, daughter of the Rev. Samuel Hallt of
Cheshire, by whom he had twelve children. She died in March, 1776 ;
after which, he was married to the widow of Col. Whiting, of New Haven.
He died March 6, 1788. His funeral sermon was preached by the Rev.
Dr. Goodrich of Durham, from I I . Peter i i i . 14. President Stiles made
the following record concerning him in his diary :—
"He has faithfully laboured in word and doctrine among his people, for thirtyeight years. He was a good classical scholar, and well studied in Divinity, and was a
•olid, judicious Divine, a great friend to order and regularity in Church and State, a
steady, upright, firm man. In 1769, he was elected Fellow of the College, and constantly one of the standing committee of the Corporation, a very judicious and faithnil member of the Board, He was naturally rather fixed and rigid, especially in the
wrmer part of his life. But experience benefitted him, and he became mild and condescending, but always steady and uniform. He has, on the whole, exhibited a good
*nd worthy example, and appeared among the superior and most weighty cliaracters
ui the ministry. He was doubtful and had great fears about his spiritual state. He
ji«d hopes through grace, but went into eternity with trembling, although he had
'n^ed a virSuous, pious and holy life. . I have met with a great loss in his death."
Nathan, Dr. Stephen W i l l i a m s ' youngest son, was born October 2 8 ,
1735; was graduated at Y a l e College in 1 7 5 5 ; was ordained pastor of the
church in Tolland, Conn., A p r i l 30, 1760 ; was married October 20, 1 7 6 0 ,
to Mary, daughter of Capt. Eliakim H a l l of Wallingford, Conn., b y whom
' ' ^ ' ' ' K E E P was a native of Longmeadow, Mass.; was graduated at Yale College in 1769;
»Mordained pastor of the church in Sheffield, June 10, 1772; and died in 1785.
. J |A>IOEL HALL was graduated at Yale College in 1716, where he was a Tutor from 1716 to
VnV '2*''"''''"*d pastor of the church in Cheshire, Conn., in December, 1724; and died in
nre. He preached the Election Sermon in 1746, whioh was published.

288

TRINITARIAN CONGREGATIONAL.

he had six children. He was a member of the Corporation of Yale College
twenty years,—from 1788 to 1808 ; and received the degree of Doctor of
Divinity from the College of New Jersey in 1794. He published the Connecticut Election Sermon, 1780 ; a Dialogue on Christian Baptism and
Discipline (second edition,) 1792; a East Sermon, 1793 ; a Sermon on tho
anniversary of American independence, 1793 ; a Sermon at the funeral of
Eliakim Hall, Esq., of Wallingford, 1794 ; a Sermon at the funeral of the
Rev. Nathan Strong of Coventry, 1795. Dr. Williams during the last few
years of his life laboured under great bodily infirmities, and for some time
before his death, had ceased preaching altogether. He died April 25,1829,
in the ninety-fourth year of his age, and the sixty-sixth of his ministry.
His wife survived him nearly four years, and died, March 9, 1833, aged
ninety-five years and four months.
I often heard Dr. Williams preach in my earlier years, and knew him
quite well in his old age. He was of about the middle stature, had an
amiable and benignant countenance, was slow of speech both in the pulpit
and out of it, but was always instructive and entertaining in his conversation. He was highly esteemed in the community in which he lived, and
was regarded as an influential and useful member of the ministerial Assoelation with which he was connected.

WILLIAM COOPER.^
1715—1743.
W I L L I A M COOPER was born in Boston in the year 1694. He lost his
father when he was quite young. His mother was so distinguished for piety
and loveliness, that Dr. Colman, in his sermon upon her death, called her
" the woman that one would have wished to be born of."
In his childhood, he gave evidence of a vigorous mind, an ardent thirst
for knowledge, and a disposition to walk in the fear of God. Under the
influence of the best maternal instructions and example, bis religious character seems to have been early formed, and with it the purpose to devote
himself to the work of the ministry. He was graduated at Harvard College
in 1712.; and, during his whole course there, was distinguished not more
for his diligence and improvement in every branch of study, than for his
discreet, amiable and Christian deportment. Though there was great
depth and fervour in his piety, and he adhered to his honest convictions with
unshrinking firmness, yet he never, by austerity or undue precision, caused
his good to be evil spoken of. Whatever leisure he could command during
his College life, was occupied in the study of the Bible; so tbat, when he
was graduated, he was considerably advanced in his preparation for the sacred
ofi5ce. He v.'as not disposed, however, to enter upon it immediately, as he
was but eighteen years of age ; and, accordingly, he continued his studies
until 1715, when he began to preach. The impressiveness of his pulpit
efforts, aud the excellence of his private character, soon brought him favour•Colman's Eun, Serm.—Panoplist, II,—Mass. Hist. Coll.. X.—Palfrey's Hist. Disc—Lothrop'a
do.
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ably and extensively into notice; and, after a short time, (August 16,
1715,) he was invited to become the colleague of the Rev. Dr. Colman, as
pastor of what is now the Brattle street church. He wa»s quite disposed to
listen to the call; but, fearing that he was not fully prepared to discharge
all the duties that would devolve upon him as a settled pastor, he requested
that his ordination might be deferred, for some little time, and that, in the
meanwhile, he might be excused from preaching more than once a fortnight.
The congregation cheerfully acquiesced in this proposal; and, accordingly,
his ordination did not take place until May 23, 1716. Dr. Colman preached on the occasion, from I I . Tim. i i . 1. I n the preface to the sermon,
which was published, he says,—" It has been usual for the person who is to
be ordained, himself to preach. This practice has of late years been much
complained of by our young ministers, as a great impropriety imposed on
them. In which opinion I concur, and was therefore willing to relieve Mr.
Cooper, and to assign him a more proper part and service, which he also
chose. This also is new with us. But we had the satisfaction to see it
highly approved," &c. This " more proper part and service," which was
introduced between the sermon and consecrating prayer, consisted of answers
to four questions propounded to him by Dr. Colman, in respect to his views
of Christian doctrine, and ministerial duty.
In 1737, Mr. Cooper was chosen successor to Mr. Leverett in the Presidency of Harvard College. But, as soon as he was informed of his election
by the Corporation, he requested that it might not be presented to the
Board of Overseers, and stated that, as he was " unwilling that the Honourable and Reverend Board should have any needless trouble given to them,
or the settlement of the College be at all delayed on his account, he took
this first opportunity wholly to excuse himself from this honour and trust."
President Holyoke was shortly after elected.
In the great revival of 1740, Mr. Cooper was most deeply interested,
and most actively engaged. He not only had tbe fullest confidence that it
was a genuine work of the Holy Spirit, but he looked with more indulgence
upon some erratic manifestations connected with it, than his venerable colleague, and some other of his Brethren of the same school. W^ith a heart
overflowing with gratitude, he is said to have remarked, towards the close
of his ministry, that, " since the year 1740, more people had sometimes
come to him in concern about their souls in one week, than in the preceding
twenty-four years of his ministry."
In 1736, Mr. Cooper preached at the ordination of the Rev. Robert
Breck, at Springfield, and was Moderator of the Council by which he was
ordained. Mr. Breck was accused by the Hampshire Association of holdmg several heretical doctrines ; but he so far succeeded in satisfying the
Boston ministers of his substantial orthodoxy, that three of them (of
whom one was Mr. Cooper) consented to be of the council that was
called to ordain him. This council convened, October 7, 1735. In
the midst of the investigation of the charges which had been brought
against Mr. Breck, three justices came from Northampton, and, at
the instance of the disaffected in Springfield and their advisers,
»gned a warrant '' to apprehend that part of the council that did not
belong to the county of Hampshire." The warrant, however, was not
served; though Mr. Breck himself was apprehended, while in the act of
replying to the questions proposed to him by the council," and taken to
VOL.

I

37

290

TRINITARIAN CONGREGATIONAL.

Connecticut " to answer to such things as should be objected to him." He
was detained, however, only for a single day. The council, after reading
on tbe next Sabbath, from the pulpit, a result, " advising the Eirst church
in Springfield to continue their regards to him," adjourned for ten days,
then to meet in Boston. The General Court, having taken cognizance of
the business, upon a complaint of the parish, finally decided that the council
was regularly constituted; and tho ordination accordingly took place on the
26th of January. I t was the occasion of a long controversy, and one of
the pamphlets produced,—and a very spirited and able one too, was said to
have been from the pen of Cooper. There was, perhaps, not a more decided
Calvinist in the Commonwealth than he, and yet he was a staunch advocate
for religious liberty.
The Rev. Jonathan Ashley of Deerfield, having been invited by Mr.
Cooper to occupy his pulpit while he was on a visit at Boston, in 1742,
preached a sermon on " t b e great duty of Charity," which was afterwards
published, and which Mr. C. considered as containing some unworthy
reflections upon the late revival, or at least upon tbe instrumentality by
which it had been carried forward. He immediately expressed his dissent
from the views contained in the sermon, through one of the newspapers; and
this drew from Mr. Ashley a spirited reply ; and, for several months, a
vigorous newspaper and pamphlet controversy was kept up. It seems to
have been, on all hands, a profitless concern, and the only thing about it,
which the best portion of the community approved, was its termination.
Mr. Cooper's labours were continued without interruption or abatement
till near the close of his life. He died of apoplexy, December 12, 1743,
aged forty-nine,—having been unwell a week before, but not alarmingly ill
till within a day or two of his decease. The Sabbath after the funeral Dr.
Sewall preached in the morning, and Dr. Colman in the afternoon; after
which, " the rest of the ministers followed in course preaching with great
affection."
Dr. Colman thus speaks of Mr. Cooper in his funeral sermon:—
" I am a witness to his early, serious and steady inclinations to serve God and his
generation, by his holy will, iu the work of the ministry, and that, in his childhood,
he was in this a Timothy, that he knew the Holy Scripture and studied his Bible, that
he might be made wi,se unto salvation. On the day that he heard the flrst sermon
that was preached in this house, beingthen but seven years old, he set himself to read
like me, as soon as he came home ; and I ought to thank God, if I have served any
way to the forming him for his since eminent pulpit services, and in particular his
method of preaching Christ and Scripture: so a torch may be lighted at a farthing
candle. * » * jjjs profiting at school and College was remarkable, like his diligent study. * * * He came out at once to a very great degree, a perfect preacher,
when he first appeared in the pulpit at Cambridge, as President Leverett at the time
observed to me. * * * With what light and power (by the help of God) he has
since continued to preach the doctrines of grace, with the laws and motives of the
Gospel, is known to you all. * * * » His sermons were well studied, smelt of the
lamp, and told us how well his head and heart had been labouring for us from week
to week; and how intent his mind and desire was, so to speak to us in the name of
God apd from his oracles, as might best inform our minds, strike our affections, and
enter into our consciences. But when he led us in prayers and supplications, praises
and thanksgivings to God, in one administration and another, more especially of the
sacraments of the New Testament,—Baptism and the Lord's Supper; then his eminence appeared in such a flow, propriety and fulness, as could not but often surprise
the intelligent worshipper, and bear away the spiritual and truly devout, as on angels'
wings towards Heaven. He came near to the throne and filled his mouth with arguments._ * * » « In the pulpit and out of it, he was like Phineas, a faithful reprover of sin and earnest to make atonement for it. * * * He neither sought glory of
men, nor feared the faces of a multitude, nor did the contempt of families terrify him:
he was endowed and formed to lead, advise and execute; and indeed was not easily
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turned. He thought, judged and fixeii, and then it was hard to move him. God
pleased greatly to own his ministry, public and pfivate, for saving good to souls, and
gave him many seals of it, more especially, (as he judged,) of late years,—in whom
he had much joy, and they avast honour and reverence for him. * • * He is
gone from us in the prime of life and usefulness, while his strength was firm, proraijing many years more of service. * * * * i can truly say (as I said in tears
over the dear remains on the day of its interment,) that, had I the like confidence of
my own actual readiness to be oflTered, I had much rather, for your sake and the
churches' through the land, have chosen to die in his stead, might he have lived to my
years, and served on to the glory of God."

Mr. Cooper was twice married. His first wife was Judith Sewall; his
second was Mary Foye. By his first marriage he had three sons, the second
of whom, Sa7}iuel, succeeded him in his pastoral charge. By his second marriage there was one daughter, who was born after his death.
The following is a list of Mr. Cooper's publications:—A Sermon on the
incomprehensibleness of God, 1714. A Sermon to young people, 1716.
A Tract defending inoculation for the small pox, 1721. A Sermon addressed to young people on a day of prayer, 1723. A Sermon on the death of
John Corey, 1726. A Sermon at the Boston Lecture on the blessedness of
the tried saint, 1727. A Sermon on early piety, 1728. A Sermon on the
reality, extremity, and absolute certainty of hell torments, 1732. A Sermon on the death of Lieutenant Governor Tayler, 1732. A Sermon on the
death of Moses Abbot, 1734. A Sermon at the ordination of Robert Breck,
1736. A Sermon on winter, 1737
A Sermon on the death of the Rev.
Peter Thacher, 1739. The doctrine of Predestination unto life vindicated
in four sermons, 1740. (Reprinted in London 1765, and in Boston 1804.)
Election Sermon, 1740. A Sermon from Luke x v i i . , 34, 35, 36, 1741.
Two Sermons preached at Portsmouth, N. H., 1741. A Preface to
Edwards' sermon on the trial of the spirits, 1741.

PETER CLARK.*
1716—1768.
PETER CLARK was a son of Uriah Clark, and was born at Watertown,
Mass., about the year 1693. He was graduated at Harvard College in
1712. On the 7th of August, 1716, he was invited to become the minister
of Salem village, (now Danvers); and, on the 5th of June, 1717, he was
regularly constituted such, having a settlement of £90, and a salary of £ 9 0 ,
with the parsonage.
Perhaps nothing occurred during Mr. Clark's ministry that gave him
more distinction than the celebrated controversy in which he was engaged in
the latter part of his life on the doctrine of original sin. In 1757, the Rev.
Samuel Webster t of Salisbury, Mass., published an anonymous pamphlet,

•Felfi Annals of Salem.—Barnard's Fun. Serm.
1 Siiiosi, WBBSTBR was born in Bradford in 1718; was graduated at Harvard College in 1737;
*•« ordained at Salisbury, Mass., Augu,st 12, 1741; received the degree of D, D, from Harvard
y**f« jn 1792; and died July 18. 1796, aged seventy-eight. He published a Sermon addressed
C«f^' „?'*''^'n Bagley, Capt. Stephen Webster and his company, going on an expedition to
"»_WB Print, 1756; a Sermon at the ordination of Samuel Webster, Jr., 1772; [who was born at
5J™«nyi Mass,; was graduated at Harvard College in 1762; waa ordained at Temple, N, H.,
^*'*»l771i »nddied August 4, 1777, aged thirty-four.] Two Sermons upon infant baptism,
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entitled, " A Winter evening's conversation upon the doctrine of original sin,
between a minister and three of his neighbours, accidentally met," &c. Mr.
Clark replied to this in a large pamphlet containing an elaborate defence of
the doctrine against Mr. Webster's objections, with a highly commendatory
preface from the Rev. Messrs. Joseph Sewall, Thomas Prince, Samuel Phillips, Thomas Foxcroft and Ebenezer Pemberton. After Mr. Clark's answer
was sent to the press, he received an anonymous communication, defending
in the main tbe positions assumed by Mr. Webster,—to which he replied in
a pretty long Appendix to the same pamphlet. Mr. Webster now issued a
defence of his first publication under the title,—"The Winter evening conversation vindicated ;" and this was answered by the Rev. Joseph Bellamy.
The next publication was a pamphlet entitled " F a i r play to the ministers
who recommended Mr. Clark's work, and a Letter to Mr. Webster, by the
Rev. Edmund March,t" Then came from the Rev. Dr. Charles Chauncy
" The opinion of one tbat has perused the Summer morning's conversation,"
&c,; and to this Mr, Clark replied in "Remarks on a late pamphlet entitled, &c,; detecting and correcting the mistakes of that writer; in a Letter
to a friend." In 1760, Mr. Clark concluded the controversy by publishing
" A Defence of tbe principles of the ' Summer morning's conversation' concerning the doctrine of original Sin, against the exceptions of the author
of the 'Winter evening's conversation vindicated.'" The controversy was
conducted on both sides with great spirit and ability; and those who dissented most earnestly from Mr. Clark's views, must have admitted that he
defended them with no ordinary skill.
In addition to the pamphlets above referred to, Mr. Clark published the
following:—A sermon at the ordination of William Jennison,t 1728. A
Sermon at the Lecture in Boston, entitled, " The sinner's prayer for converting grace; or the need of Divine aid for his conversion," 1734. Scripture
grounds of the baptism of Christian infants asserted and defended in a Letter, together with a larger vindication of the subject and mode of baptism
against Mr. Walton, 1735. Artillery Election Sermon, 1736. Election
Sermon, 1739. Two Fast Sermons, entitled " The Captain of the Lord's
host appearing with his sword drawn," 1740-41. A Sermon at Topsfield,
1743.
A Sermon at Watertown, entitled " T h e Witness of the Spirit in the
hearts of believers," 1743. Convention Sermon, 1745. A Discourse to
enlisted men, entitled " A word in season," 1755.
Mr. Clark was married to Deborah Hobart of Braintree, November 6,
1719.
She died February 28, 1765, in her sixty-third year. They had
seven children,—five sons and two daughters. William, one of the sons,
was born July 22, 1740 ; was graduated at Harvard College in 1759;
became an Episcopal clergyman—ofiiciated at Quincy in 1767, and the next
year went to England for orders ; was accounted a refugee, and received a
pension from the government of Great Britain ; returned to this country
after the peace, and died November 4, 1815, in his seventy-sixth yea*.
1773; The misery and duty of an oppressed .and enslaved people : a Fast Sermon, 1774; Babshakah's proposals considered, in a Sermon at Groton, preached at the desire of the officers of the
companies of minute men'in that town, 177&; Election Sermon, 1777; The blessedness.of those
that die in the Lord: a Discourse at the interment of the Eev, John Tucker, D. D., Newbury,
1792,
t EDMUND MARCH was a native of Newbury; was graduated at Harvard College in 1722; was
ordained minister of Amesbury the same year; and died March 6, 1791, aged eighty-eight.
X WILLIAM JENNISON was graduated at Harvard College in 1724; was ordained pastor of the
East church iu Salem, May 22, 1728; was dismissed Dec. 27, 1736; and died in 1750, aged fiftyfive.
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Mr. Clark died in J u n e , 1 7 6 8 , and his funeral sermon was preached by
the Bev. Thomas B a r n a r d of Salem. T h e following is an extract from i t : —
" In private life, not only his own family, but all who had the happiness of his
acquaintance, were witnesses of his exemplary piety, the gravity, the heavenly-mindcdiiess, which gave grace and beauty to that rational and instructive strain which
rendered his conversation so agreeable and advantageous. Such was his plainness,
his fidelity, such the opinion in general of him, that perhaps scarcely has one minister
in this age commanded such universal veneration; scarce a face that an hardened
ginuer more slirank from than his; from the advice of none did adisconsolate mind go
more calmed and content, nor did the balm of consolation distil more gently from any
tongue.
'' As a friend and companion, (for he was such to a great degree of meekness and
afiability,) he was very pleasant and profitable. He considered this as God's world,
and men as instruments of his providence, beyond the designs of which, they could
nut pabs. But it was especially his delight to discourse on the things of God aud religion.
" I t was in the public labours of the ministry, that Mr. Clark most eminently shone.
ne was emini'iit among his brethren, for at least these forty years past. Having availed himself of the advantages of education, by applying diligently to sacred studies,
and indulging an inquisitive genius, not only in ancient but modern learning, of which
l.ist he was very fond, enquiring after and reading all new books of any note which
came in his way; by these means sanctified and blessed, he became a very accomplished Divine. And as he was engaged in his work, his manner shovvfcd that his
whole soul was in it. Hence there v/as in it the energy of Boanerges, when he
derjeiiiiced the terrors of the Lord on the impenitent, and the pathos of a Barnabas,
when he invited sinners to Christ that they might live. He was much courted to
preach about his neighbourhood, and often to crowded auditories, which was indeed a
j"0d symptom on the people; for there was nothing enthusiastic, nothing meanly
catching their passions, which would draw them, but Jesus Christ and Him crucified,
the great doctrines and duties of the Gospel. His style was pure, nervous and clear,
coel or pathetic, as his subject required, and by means of his conversing much with
the best modern authors, more elegant and pleasing to the politer world than that of
most of his equals in age."

EDWARD HOLYOKE.*
1716—1769.
EDWARD H O L Y O K E was of an ancient and respectable family. The first
of hi- paternal ancestors who came to this country, was E d w a r d Holyoke,
who emigrated from T a m w o r t h , on the b o r d e r s of Warwickshire and
Staffordshire, in England, in 1638 ; and resided, first at L y n n , and afterwards at Springfield, in Massachusetts. H e was born in Boston, in the
year l(j'JO, and is supposed to have been the son of Elizur Holyoke, who was,
for several years, a Representative to the General Court. H e received the
nidiments of his education at tbe N o r t h G r a m m a r School in Boston, and
was graduated at H a r v a r d College in the year 1 7 0 5 . H e was chosen a
Tutor in the College in 1712, and a Fellow of the Corporation, the next
y<;ar I in i.oth of which ofiices he acquitted himself with ability and honour.
Having prepared hiiiiself for the ministry and received license to preach, he
was employed in the early p a r t of 1716, as a candidate, by the church in
-larblehead, who were desirous of settling a cidleague with their aged pas''^r, the Rev, Samuel Cheever ; but, as the majority were in favour of
another candidate, iMr. J o h n B a r n a r d , a respectable minority withdrew and
Mitlf K'""°'* Fun. Serm.—Peirce's Hist, Harv. Coll.—Quiney's do,—Dana's Hist. Disc, at
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formed a Second church, of which Mr. Holyoke was invited to become the
pastor. He accepted their invitation, and was ordained on the 25th of April of
the same year. Here he continued to officiate, to the great acceptance of his
congregation, and of the community at large, for twenty-one years.
Upon the death of President Wadsworth in 1737, the attention of the
Corporation of Harvard College was directed towards Mr. Holyoke, as a
suitable person to succeed him; but, when they came to a ballot, their votes
were equally divided between him and another candidate,—supposed by
President Quincy to have been the Rev. Joshua Gee of Boston. They
subsequently made choice of the Rev. William Cooper, minister of Brattle
street church, Boston; but he declined. I t was probably at this period
that the Rev. Mr. Barnard of Marblehead interposed in behalf of his friend,
in the manner related by Dr. Eliot. According to this writer, who refers
to a manuscript in his possession, as his authority,—"Father Barnard says
that he went to Governor Belcher, and asked him why they chose one Boston minister after another, and neglected the man who was most qualified to
fill the chair of the Seminary,—his worthy brother, Holyoke. His Excellency answered that it would be agreeable to him, if he were assured of liis
orthodoxy, but suspicions bad been spread of his being liberal in his sentiments. He told him that he was more acquainted with him than any other
person, and he knew him to be sound in the faith." Either in consequence
of this communication, or from some other cause, the Corporation soon elected Mr. Holyoke President, by a unanimous vote; and shortly after, the
choice was unanimously approved at a large meeting of the Overseers. Mr.
Holyoke, in due time, signified bis acceptance of the appointment,—tho
General Court having agreed to pay to his Society at Marblehead the sum
of one hundred and forty pounds, " t o encourage and facilitate the settlement of a minister there." His induction to the Presidential chair took
place on the 28th of September, 1737.
President Holyoke was something more than a spectator of the great
Whitefieldian controversy. On Whitefield's first visit to Cambridge, in the
year 1740, the President seems to have been, on the whole, favourably
inclined towards him, thouo;h not without some misgivings in respect to
what he deemed a tendency to extravagance. In this state of mind he
expressed himself in his Convention sermon, in 1741, in the following
manner:—
" It doubtless becomes me in the public station I hold, to make examination as to
the state of things in these respects in the School of the prophets, for that from
thence proceed those streams, which we trust will make glad the city of God; but if
the Fountain be corrupt, the streams will doubtless be foul and impure: Wherefore
I am glad I can, from my own examination of things, assure this venerable audience
this day, that that Society hath not deserved the aspersions which have of late been
made upon it, either as to the principles there prevalent, or to the books there read;
and, though such as have given out a disadvantageous report of us, in thesqirespects,
I doubt not, have done it in a godly jealousy for the churches of Christ, tvhich are
supplied from us, yet, (blessed be God,) they are at least mistaken herein: Nor has
that Society been in so happy a state as to these things from the time that I first was
acquainted with the principles there, which must be allowed to be the space of four or
five and thirty years at least, as it is at this day."
I n his journal of September 24, 1740, which was afterwards published,
Whitefield makes the following entry-:—
" Went this morning to see and preach at Cambridge, the chief College for training
up the sons of the prophets in all New England. It has one President, four Tutors,
upwards of one hundred students. It is scarce as big as one of our least Colleges in
Oxford, and as far as I could gather from some who well knew the state of it, not far
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nperior to our Universities in piety and true godliness. Tutors neglect to pray with
and examine the hearts of their pupils. Discipline is at too low an ebb. Bad books
are become fashionable among them. Tillotson and Clark are read, instead of Shepard, Stoddard, and such like evangelical writers, and therefore I chose to preach from
these words,—' We are not as many who corrupt the word of God;' and in the conclulion of my sermon, I made a close application to Tutors and students."
On the 19th of November of the same year, he writes,—
'•• As for the Universities," [Harvard and Yale Colleges,] '' I believe it may be said,
their light is now become darkness,—darkness that may be felt; and is complained of
by the most godly ministers."
After the publication of this journal, a strong prejudice was awakened
against Whitefield in many circles, and especially among the government of
Harvard College. Accordingly, at the close of 1744, a pamphlet was published entitled, " The Testimony of the President, Professors, Tutors and
Hebrew instructor, of Harvard College in Cambridge, against the Rev. Mr.
George Whitefield and his conduct." I t was signed by all the resident
instructors, at the head of which was the President, by whom the pamphlet
was probably written. They declare Whitefield to be " a n enthusiast, a
censorious, uncharitable person, and a deluder of the people;" and condemn
him also, "both as an extempore and an itinerant preacher." Among the
instances of his censoriousness and slander, are, say they, "the reproachful
reflections upon the Society, which is immediately under our care; where
are observable his rashness and his arrogance," &c. They conclude by saying,—"We would earnestly, and with all due respect, recommend it to the
Eev. pastors of these churches of Christ, to advise with each other in their
several Associations, and consider whether it be not high time to make a
stand against the mischiefs, which we have hero suggested as coming upon
the churches." Whitefield made a reply to this pamphlet, which, though partly apologetic, was far from satisfying the government of the College; and
accordingly, Professor Wigglesworth made an able and earnest rejoinder, to
which was appended a letter from President Holyoke, in which he animadverts, with no little severity, upon some of Whitefield's remarks in respect
to certain alleged incongruities between the "Convention Sermon" and the
"Testimony."
The Dudleian Lecture in Harvard College was founded by a legacy from
the Hon. Paul Dudley, who died in January, 1751. The four subjects
which the will specifies, are Natural Religion, Revealed Religion, the Corruptions of the Church of Rome, and the Validity of Presbyterian ordination. The person designated by the will to deliver the first lecture was
President Holyoke. He fulfilled the appointment, but refused the lecture
for publication.
President Holyoke retained his faculties of both body and mind in unusual vigour, till he was far advanced in life. In the latter part of the summer of 1768, he was attacked by a violent disease, which quickly prostrated his energies, and left no hopes of his recovery. He was able to walk
about, until about ten days before his death; but, after that, was entirely
confined to his bed. He manifested great peace of mind in the prospect of
bis departure, and died June 1, 1769, in the eightieth year of his age, and
the thirty-second of his Presidentship. At his funeral, an oration in Latin
was pronounced by Professor Stephen Sewall ;* and on the succeeding Sab• STEPHEN SEWALL was a native of York, Me.; wag graduatedat Harvard College in 1761;
*»• iMtituted Professor of Hebrew and other Oriental languages in 1766; continued in the Pro"•oiship till 1785; and died July 23, 1S04, aged seventy-one.
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bath, two discourses in reference to his death were preached by the Rev.
Nathaniel Appleton; all of which were published.
President Holyoke published an Election Sermon, 1736 ; a Sermon at
the ordination of J . Diman,* 1737; Convention Sermon, 1 7 4 1 ; Answer
to Whitefield, 1744.
President Holyoke was married to a descendant of John Rogers, the
martyr of Smithfield, who survived him. He was the father of eight children, the second of whom, and the eldest son, was Edward Augustus, who
was born at Marblehead in 1728; was graduated at Harvard College in
1746; became an eminent physician, and died at Salem, March 31, 1829,
aged one hundred years. He had been a practising physician in Salem
seventy nine years. He enjoyed, during his long life, almost uninterrupted
health. On his centennial anniversary. August 13, 1828, about fifty medical gentlemen of Boston and Salem gave him a public dinner, when he
appeared among them in great vigour and cheerfulness, smoked his pipe
with them at the table, and gave an appropriate toast. He was remarkable
for his abstemious habits, his cheerful disposition, and his virtuous life.
I once bad a somewhat particular conversation in respect to the character
of President Holyoke, with the Hon. Paine Wingate, who knew him well,
having graduated under him in 1759. He stated t h a t h e was a person of a
fine commanding presence, and united great dignity with great urbanity in
bis manners. In conversation, as well as in public discoursa, be spoke with
fluency and appropriateness, and yet without any appearance of ostentation.
In his government of the College he was mild, but yet firm and efiicient.
On the whole, he considered him as admirably qualified to be at the head of
a College.
Dr. Appleton in one of the sermons preached on the Sabbath after President Holyoke's funeral, says,—
" He was a faithful man, as he was a man of faith, and found in the faith of the
Gospel, and went high and deep in the doctrines of grace. His thoughts ran very
much in the same channel with the blessed Apostle: ii.Tim. i., 9,—' Who hath saved us
and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own
purpose and grace which was given us in Jesus Christ before the world began;' from
whicli words, if I mistake not, he gave us one, if not more discourses, some j'ears
ago. But whilst he maintained tbe free and sovereign grace of God in our salvation,
he was zealous of good works; and no man more set against an intellectual faith; for
knowing that faith without works is dead, he applied himself diligently tothe various
duties of Christianity He was in his constitution active, and from principle disposed
to do good works of various kinds. Idleness and sloth was an abomination to him;
so that he took care to fill up his time with some useful service or other; some for the
health of his body, others for the improvement of his mind; some for the gratifying
a particular genius, and others for the accommodating his family or for the public
good."
* JAMES DIMAN was a native of Bristol, R. I , ; was graduated at Harvard College in 1730;
was ordained pastor of a church in Salem, May 11, 1737; and died Oct, 8, 1788, aged eighty-»ne.
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BENJAMIN LORD, D. D.*
1716—1784.
B E N J - ^ I I N L O R D , the son of Benjamin and Elizabeth Lord, was born at
.•^uvbrook, Conn., in the year 1693, His father died in 1714, at tbe age of
furty-seven, leaving seven children, of whom he was the eldest. He was
irraduated at Yale College in 1714, and was a Tutor in that institution two
years,—from 1715 to 1717 During the period of his tutorship, he studied
theology, and was, for a part of the time, a licensed preacher; for, in the
early part of 1716, he was preaching as a candidate at Norwich, In June
of that year, the town appointed a day of fasting and prayer, to seek divine
direction in respect to giving him a call; and shortly after this, he was
invited by a unanimous vote, to become their minister, "with the offer of
.£100 per annum for salary, wiih the use of the parsonage lands, and wood
sufficient for his use to be dropped at his door, provided he settle himself
without charge to the town." He accepted the call, and was ordained
Xuvember 20, 1717. Previous to this, the town had been greatly divided
in reference to the ministry of the Rev. Mr. Woodward ;t but both parties
united so entirely in Mr. Lord, that he used to say that he could not tell
which was the most friendly to him. At the time of his ordination, the
church formally renounced the Saybrook Platform.
About the year 1720, there arose a fanatical sect in the county of New
London, called Rogerenes, from John Rogers their leader, who regarded it as
their peculiar mission to destroy priestcraft, and to abolish what they called
the idolatry of Sunday.
With a view to this, they travelled about the
country in small parties, and entered various places of public worship, in a
rude and boisterous manner,—sometimes engaging in different kinds of
manual labour, in order to disturb and break up the religious services. Some
of the>e unwelcome visits were paid to Mr. Lord's congregation ; but he
always met them with as much gentleness and kindness as the nature of the
case would admit. On one occasion, as he was on his way to the meeting
house, Rogers himself approached him, accosting him, after his usual manner, in a tone of vulgar abuse ; and, as be entered the porch, and taking off
his hat, displayed a majestic wig,—the miserable creature who followed him,
cried out in a loud voice, "Benjamin, Benjamin, dost thou think tbat they
wear white wigs in Heaven?" Mr. Lord immediately passed along, taking
no notice of the insult.
He was an earnest friend of revivals of religion, and had the satisfaction
of witnessing several in connection with his own labours. The first of
these occurred as early as 1721. In 1735, the report which he heard of
the remarkable state of things in the church at Northampton, under the
ministry of Jonathan Edwards, led him to make a journey thither, that he
might see for himself what was passing ; and be was deeply impressed with
'Caulkir.i' lli,4. of Norwich.—Allen's Biog. Diet,
tJoHx WoDDWAiii) was a native of Dedhain, jMass,; was graduated at Harvard College in
15ii3; wasordained at Norwich, Dec, 6, 1699; was ninnicil in 17li:! to Mis. (Sarah EoswcU, on
which ocfa.-ion " hoii.'^cirg and lands " \\ore liln rally jnovidcd for him liy the town ; was disniissM in conscqui nee of a controversy in bis church rvsiKctiiig the Siiybrook riatform, iScpt. 13,
l"!'^'; after which, he t-ca-od to prcaeh and retired to a farm which he owned in East Haven,
"nere he spent the rust of his life, and died in 1740.
XmL'^y
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a conviction of the genuineness of the work. On bis return, a similar work
commenced among his own people, chiefly, it would seem, so far as instrumentality was concerned, from hearing the report of his visit at Northampton. In 1740,—the most memorable period of religious excitement in the
history of New England,—the minds of his people were again wrought upon
in a very unusual degree. He was a zealous friend of the revival which
prevailed at that time, while yet, in common with a large part of the clergy
of the day, he condemned the irregularities by which it was attended. His
ministry, on the whole, was an eminently successful one. At the time of
his settlement, his church numbered but about thirty male members, and as
many females. Three hundred and thirty were admitted in the first fifty
years of his ministry.
In 1744, the Saybrook Platform, which tho church had renounced at Mr.
Lord's ordination, was again formally recognised as their rule of discipline,
—the pastor and a majority of the members voting in favour of it. In consequence of this, there was a secession of thirty male members, including
one of the deacons, who immediately formed a distinct church, known by
the name of Separatists.
Other churches of a similar description were
soon formed in different parts of the Colony, claiming generally a higher
degree of purity than their neighbours ; but they gradually disappeared, till they were all at length merged in other denominations. Mr, Lord
always treated the seceders from his own church with great respect and kindness,—which brought back a considerable number of them to his ministrations.
Mr. Lord was chosen a member of the Corporation of Yale College in
1740, and held the place till 1772, In 1774, his Alma Mater conferred
upon him the degree of Doctor of Divinity.
On the 29th of November, 1767, he preached his Half-century sermon,
from I I . Peter I. 12-15. He was then seventy-four years of age, and in
full possession of his bodily and mental energies. Eleven years afterwards,
on the sixty-first anniversary of his ordination, he preached another sermon
of a similar character. Both of them breathed a truly patriarchal spirit,
and abounded in excellent counsels; and both were published—the latter
bearing the title,—" The aged minister's solemn appeal to Grod, and serious
address to his people." In 1781, he preached a sixty-fourth anniversary
sermon ; but it was not published. From this time, the infirmities of age
increased rapidly upon him, and, in his eighty-seventh year, he lost his eye
sight. He, however, still retained, in a good degree, his intellectual powers,
and, notwithstanding his blindness, continued to write his sermons after a
manner ; and, from hearing them slowly and repeatedly read to him by a
grand-daughter, he became so far master of them, that he could deliver
the substance of them without much embarrassment; and some of these
sermons were regarded by his people as among the best he ever preached.
In March, 1778, he received as a colleague in the ministry, the Rev,
Joseph Strong, a native of Coventry, Conn. He, however, occasionally
preached after this, and usually occupied a place in the pulpit, (being helped
up the pulpit stairs,) by the side of his youthful colleague. The last time
he preached was about six weeks before his death. He died on the 31st of
March, 1784, at the age of ninety, after having been an ordained minister
nearly sixty-seven years. His funeral sermon was preached by the Rev.
James Cogswell of Windham, from I. Cor. i v 1, and was published.
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Dr. Lord was first married to Anna, daughter of the Rev. Edward Taylor of Westfield, Mass., and grand-daughter of his predecessor, Mr.
Fitch. She died January 5, 1748, in the fifty-second year of her age. He
had five children by this marriage, and none by any other. Joseph and
EUnezer were both graduated at Yale College in 1753, but neither of them
studied a profession. His second wife was Elizabeth, widow of Henry Tisdale of Newport, R. I. She died at New York, shortly after this marriage.
His third wife was Abigail Hooker of Hartford, who died October 4, 1792,
aged eighty-five years.
The following is a list of Dr. Lord's publications:—A Sermon at the
ordination of Jabez Wight, * 1726. True Christianity explained and
exposed; wherein are some objections respecting conversion, 1727. Two
Sermons on the necessity of regeneration, 1737. A Sermon preached at
Boston, entitled "Believers in Christ only the true children of God, and
born of Him alone," 1742. Humble importunity and faith victorious over
all discouragements : A Sermon preached at Plainfield soon after the remarkable deliverance of Mrs. Mercy Wheeler, &c., 1743. Grod glorified in his
works of providence and grace: a remarkable instance of it in the various
and signal deliverances that evidently appear to be wrought for Mercy Wheeler,
lately restored from extreme impotence and confinement, 1748. A Sermon on
the death of his wife, 1748. Election Sermon, 1751. A Sermon on the
death of the Rev. Henry Willes,t Norwich, 1758. A Sermon at the ordination of Nathaniel Whitaker,t Norwich, 1761. A Sermon at the ordination of Levi Hart, Preston, 1762. A Discourse addressed to youth; being
the substance of several sermons, 1763. A Sermon at the ordination of
John Huntington,§ at Salem, 1763. Two Sermons on the important connection of time with eternity, 1767. A Half-century Discourse, 1769. A
Sermon on the parable of the merchant man, 1772. A Sermon atthe funeral of the Hon. Hezekiah Huntington, New London, 1773. A Sermon on
the character of Martha, 1773. A Sermon on the eleventh anniversary
after the fiftieth year of his ministry, 1780.
* JABEZ WIGHT was bom in Dedhani, Mass. in 1701; was graduated at Harvard College in
1721; was settled as minister of the Fifth society in Norwich, Conn., in the vear 1726 ; and
died in 1782.
_t HENRY WILLES was graduated at Yale College in 1715; was ordained first pastor of Norwich, West Farms, (now Franklin,) Conn., Oct. 8, 1718; was dismissed inconsequence of a
division in the church in respect to Church government in 1749; and died in 1768.
J NATHANIEL WHITAKEB was graduatedat Harvard College in 1730; was settled for some
time in New Jersey; was installed at Norwitih, (Chelsea) Conn., Feb. 25,1761; was dismissed
in 1769, and on the 28th of July of the same year was installed pastor of a church at Salem,
MMS. ; was dismissed again Feb. 26, 1784, and, on tbe 10th of September following, waa
wrtalled at Norridgewock, Me. From this charge also he was dismissed in 1789. He was a
"esbyterian, and seems to have been a lover of controversy. He published a Sermon at Salem
on the death of Whitefield, 1770; Two Sermons on the Doctrine of Reconciliation, 1770; Confutation of two Tracts, entitled A Vindication of the government of the New England churches,
•nd the churches' quarrel espoused by John Wise, 1774; Brief History of the settlement of the
Third church in Salem in 1769; and also of tbe usurpation and tyranny of an ecclesiastical
eouncil in 1784, 1784; An antidote against, and the reward of Toryism: Two Sermons, the one
M the commencement and the other at the close of tho Revolutionary war.
§ JOHN HUNTINGTON was a son of John Huntington of Norwich, Conn,; was graduated at
«e College of New Jersey in 1759; was ordained pastor of the Third church in Salem, Mass.,
"•pt- 28, 176.3; and died of consumption in his thirtieth year. May 30, 1766. He was much
««emed for his talenta and piety.
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FROM THE REV SAMUEL NOTT, D. D.
FKANKLIN, May 24,

1849.

My Dear Sir : I wish I felt more adequate to answer your inquiries in respect
to Dr. Lord; but my great age, and the consequent imperfection of my memory,
render it difficult for me to perform any service that requires the use of my pen
or carries me back to the past. I may add that a part of the little that I can
commuriicate, I have upon the testimony of others.
I remember Dr. Lord as a very aged man, when I was settled in the ministry.
I never heard him preach, though I recollect several times to have preached in his
presence. The first time I exchanged with Mr. Strong, who was his colleague,
after my settlement, I asked him if it would be safe to ask Dr. Lord to oft'er the
concluding prayer. He said he thought it would bo ; and I accordingly did ; and,
though he was bowed down with infirmities, he prayed in a pertinent and edifying manner.
In his person, he was not above the middle size, and in his old age he stooped
considerably. His countenance was mild and pleasant, and his manners engaging. No one could see him without being struck with his remarkably venerable
appearance. His talents were highly respectable, as were also his acquirements in
the various branches of learning. He was a close student of Divinity, and was
not only a firm believer, but an earnest defender, of the system of faith which
our Puritan ancestors brought with them from England. He w^as what was
called a strong Old Divinitj' man, in opposition to the peculiar views of Dr. Hopkins and others of that school. He had an uncommon talent at comparing Scripture with Scripture; at expounding particular texts according to the general
analogy of the sacred canon. His sermons were rich in Gospel truth, and were
well fitted to seize hold of the heart and conscience. His delivery was natural
and easy, and evinced a deep sense of the importance of the truths which he dispensed. His prayer,? were remarkably appropriate and simple, and seemed like
the breathings of a spirit that lived in Heaven ; though they were sometimes complained of as being too long. In his pastoral intercourse, he was an example of
dignity, aifability, aifection and fidelity. He was universally beloved and
respected.
Though part of the above is stated on the authority of others, it is authority
so unquestionable, that you may rely on the whole with perfect confidence.
Your friend and brother in the bonds of the ministry,
SAMUEL NOTT.
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NATHANIEL APPLETON, D. D.*
1717—1784.
NATHANIEL A P P L E T O N was born at Ipswich, December 9, 1693. His
father was the Hon. John Appleton, one of the King's Council, and, for
more than twenty years, a Judge of Probate in the county of Essex; a man
of such sound judgment and incorruptible integrity, that it has been stated
that during his whole judicial career, there was never an appeal from his
judgment. His mother was Elizabeth, the eldest daughter of the Rev.
John Rogers, President of Harvard College. He was graduated at Harvard College, when he was a little less than nineteen, in the year 1712.
After his graduation, his uncle,—a wealthy merchant in Boston, offered to
get him up in trade; but, having previously formed a purpose to enter the
ministry, he declined the proposal. Not long after he commenced preaching, the church in Cambridge was vacated by the death of the Rev. William
Brattle; and, after preaching there a short time, he received an invitation
to become the pastor. He accepted it and was ordained on the 9th of October, 1717. Dr. Increase Mather preached the Sermon and gave the Charge ;
and Dr. Cotton Mather gave the Right Hand of Fellowship.
The same year that he was ordained, he was elected a Fellow of Harvard
College, which of&ce he held, performing its duties with great punctuality
and ability, till 1779,—a period of sixty-one years. In 1771, he received
from his Alma Mater, the degree of Doctor of Divinity,—an honour which
had been previously conferred by that College upon only one individual,—
namely, Increase Mather, about eighty years before.
Dr. Appleton's usefulness, during a few of the last years of his life, was
somewhat diminished through the infirmities of age, but did not entirely
cease until death terminated it. He received the Rev. Timothy Hilliard as
his colleague, in 1783. He died February 9, 1784, in the ninety-first year
of his age, and the sixty-seventh of his ministry.
The following is a list of his publications:—A Sermon occasioned by the
death of President Leverett, 1724. A Sermon on the death of the Hon.
Francis Foxcroft, 1727 A Sermon at the ordination of Josiah Cotton,!
1728. A Treatise on the wisdom of God in the redemption of man, 1728.
Artillery Election Sermon, 1733. A Sermon preached at Deerfield, at the
ordination of John Sergeant as missionary to the Indians, 1735. A Sermon preached at Salem at the ordination of John Sparhawk,t 1736. A
Sermon on the death of President Wadsworth, 1737. A Sermon preached
at Newtown on evangelical and saving repentance, 1741. Two Discourses
•Holmes' Hist, of Cambridge.—Mass. Hist. Coll. V I I . and X.—American Herald, Feb.
2]!'1^84.—Independent Chronicle, March 4, 1784.—Allen's Biog. Diet.—Newell's Hist. Disc.
Memorial of Samuel Appleton and his descendants.—MS. from William Nevrell, D. D.
t JOSIAH COTTON was a son of the Rev. Roland Cotton of Sandwich, and great grandson of
» • Rev, John Cotton of Boston; was graduated at Harvard College in 1722; was ordained at
noTidenoe, R. I . , Oct. 23, 1728; was dismissed; was installed at Woburn, July 15, 1747; was
<u»niiS8ed a second time; was installed at Sardown, Nov. 28, 1769; and died May 27, 1780,
H«a teventy-eight.
t JOHN SPARHAWK was a son of the Rev. John Sparhawk, who was graduated at Harvard
'joUege in 1689; was ordained pastor of the chnrch in Bristol, R. I . , June 12, 1695; and died
April 29, 1718, aged forty-six. The son was born at Bristol; was graduated at Harvard Col"g* >n 1731; waa ordained at Salem, Dec. 8, 1736, and died April 30,1755, in the forty-second
jWrof hisage.
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entitled " God and not ministers to have the glory of all success given to
the preached Gospel," 1741. A Sermon at the General Election, 1742.
A Sermon before the Massachusetts Convention, 1743. Discourses on Romans, VIII. 14, 1743. A Sermon at the ordination of Matthew Bridge,*
1746.
Two Fast Discourses on account of the destruction of the Court
House by fire, 1748. A Sermon on the difference between a legal and
evangelical righteousness, 1749. A Sermon at the ordination of Oliver
Peabody, J r . at Roxbury, 1750. Two Discourses at Lexington on the death
of the Rev. John Hancock, 1752. A Sermon at the ordination of Stephen
Badgert as missionary to" the Indians at Natick, 1753. A Sermon occasioned by the death of the Hon. Spencer Phipps, 1757. Dudleian Lecture,
1758.
A Sermon on the death of Henry Flynt, 1760. A Thanksgiving
Sermon for the conquest of Canada, 1760. A Sermon at the Boston Lecture entitled "Some unregenerate persons not far from tha Kingdom of
God," 1763. A Discourse on the death of Edward Wigglesworth, D. D,, 1765.
A Discourse against profane swearing, 1765. A Thanksgiving Sermon on the
repeal of the Stamp Act, 1766. A Sermon on the death of President
Holyoke, 1769. Two Fast Sermons, 1770.
President Wadsworth of Harvard College, speaking of Mr. Appleton, in
a Preface to his Treatise on '' the wisdom of God in the redemption of
man," while Mr. A, was yet in tbe early part of his ministry, says,—
" I have often thought it a great favour not only to the church and town of Cambridge, but also to the College, aud therein to the whole Province, that he isfixedin
that public post and station assigned by Providence to him."
James Winthrop, Esq., who knew Dr. Appleton well, says of him,—
" H e was possessed of t h e learning of his t i m e . The Scriptures he read in the originals. His expo.sition, preached in course on t h e S a b b a t h , comprehended the whole
New T e s t a m e n t , the jirophecy of I s a i a h , and I believe Daniel and some of the minor
prophets
I t was chiefly designed to promote practical p i e t y ; b u t , on the prophetical
p a r t s , he discovered a continued a t t e n t i o n , e x t e n t of reading and depth of research,
which come to t h e share of b u t very few. H e not only gave the P r o t e s t a n t construction, b u t t h a t of t h e Romish expositors, in order to point out tbe defects of the latter."

Dr. Chauncy, in a letter to President Stiles, written while Dr. Appleton
was yet living, says,—
" I have been intimate with Mr. A p p l e t o n , who is an u p r i g h t , faithful, and excellent
p r e a c h e r , tliuugh much wanting in correctness, and a m a n of very considerable powers; and has been of great service to the College by his wise endeavours to promote
its good. H e deserves to be reniemborcd with h o n o u r . "
D r . H o l m e s , w h o w a s for m a n y y e a r s p a s t o r of t h e s a m e c h u r c h w i t h D r .
A p p l e t o n , h a s left t h e f o l l o w i n g t e s t i m o n y c o n c e r n i n g h i m i n h i s H i s t o r y
of C a m b r i d g e : —
" Dr. A p p l e t o n , if Venerable for age, was more venerable for his piety. His religion,
like his whole c h a r a c t e r , was p a t r i a r c h a l . Born in the last (17th) century, and liv* MATTHEW BIUDGE was a native of Lexington; was graduated at Harvard College in 1741;
vras ordained at Framingham Feb. 19, 1746; and died Sept. 2,1776, aged fifty-five. He published a sermon at the ordination of Eliab Stone, 1761
t STEPHEN BADGER was born in Charlestown of humble parentage, in 1725, and was graduated at Harvard College in 1747, He spent his life as a missionary among the Indians at Natick,
where he was ordained, March 27, 1753, and died August 28, 1808, aged seventy-eight years.
He is the author of two Discourses on Drunkenness, 1774; a Letter from a pastor against the
demand of a confession of particular sins in order to Church fellowship; and Historical and
characteristic traits of the American Indians in gener.al, and those of Natio in particular, published in the fifth volume of the Massachusetts Historical Collections. The last mentioned
document is of great interest as illustrating some of the peculiar traits of Indian character. It
states that a good Christian Indian, a deacon of his church, being asked how it was to be accounted for that Indian youth virtuously educated in English families so often subsequently fell
into bad habits, replied, in his own imperfect English, "Tucks will be tucks, for all ole hen
he hatchum."

NATHANIEL APPLETON.
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ing till near the close of this, (18th) he brought down with him the habits of other
times. In his dress, in his manners, in his conversation, in his ministry, he may be
classed with the Puritan ministers, of revered memory, who flrst came to New England. His natural temper was cheerful; but his habitual deportment was grave.
Early consecrated to God, and having a fixed predilection for the ministry, he was
happily formed, by a union of good sense with deep seriousness, of enlightened zeal
with consummate prudence, for the pastoral office,
"He preached the Gospel with great plainness of speech, and with primitive simplicity. Less concerned to please than to instruct and edify, he studiously accommodated his discourses to the meanest capacity. To this end he frequently borrowed
similitudes from familiar, sometimes from vulgar, objects; but his application of them
was so pertinent, and his utterance and his air was so solemn, as to suppress levity
and silence criticism. * * * * He carefully availed himself of special occurrences, whether prosperous or adverse, whether affecting individuals, families, his own
society, or the community at large, to obtain a serious attention to the truths and
duties of religion; and his discourses on such occasions were peculiarly solemn and
impressive. Vigilantly attentive to the state of religion in his pastoral charge, he
marked prevailing errors and sins, and pointed his admonitions and cautions
against them, both in public and private, with conscientious, yet discreet fidelity.
The discipline of the church he maintained with parental tenderness and pastoral
autliority. The committee for inspecting the manners of professing Christians appointed originally by his desire, and perpetuated for many years by his influence, evinces
Ills care of the honour and interests of the church of which he was the constituted
overseer. So great was the ascendancy which he gained over his people, by his discretion and moderation, by his condescension and benevolence, by his fidelity and
piety, that while he lived, they regarded his counsels as oracular; and since his death,
they mention not his name, but with profound regard and veneration.
'• His praise, not confined to his own society, is in all the churches of New England.
In controversial and difficult cases, he was often applied to fot advice at ecclesiastical
councils. Impartial, yet pacific,—firm, yet conciliatory,—he was specially qualified
for a counsellor; and in that character he materially contributed to the unity, the
peace and order of the churches. AVith the wisdom of the serpent he happily united
the innocence of the dove. In his religious principles, he was, like all his predecessors
in the ministry, a Calvinist. Towards persons, however, who were of ditferent principles, he was candid and catholic. 'Orthodoxy and Charity' were his motto,* and he
happily exemplified the union of both in his ministry and his life."
Dr. Appleton was married, about the year 1720, to Margaret, daughter
of the Rev. Henry Gibbs of Watertown. I t is a current tradition in the
&mily that, while he was wooing the lady, he happened to call one day soon
after a rival suitor had made his way to her father's house, leaving his horse
fastened near the gate.' The Cambridge minister, on his arrival, tied his
own Bteed to the fence, and coolly unloosed the other, and with a smart
stroke of his whip sent him off down the street. He then went into the
house and told his rival that he had just seen a horse running away at full
speed, and asked if it was his. Whereupon the owner rushed out after his
stray beast, leaving Dr. A. in possession of the field. He made the most
of his opportunity, offered himself, and was accepted. Mrs. Appleton was
bom in 1700, and died in 1771. They had twelve children; one of whom,
Nathaniel, was born October 10, 1731; was graduated at Harvard College
in 1749; and was a merchant in Boston, and a zealous patriot during the
Revolutionary struggle. From an early period of the Revolution until his
death, he held the office of Commissioner of loans. He corresponded with
most of the eminent men of his day, and distinguished himself in writing
against the slave trade from 1766 to 1773. His first wife was Mary Walker; his second Rachael Henderson. He died in 1798. Dr. Appleton had
^0 (laughters married to clergymen,—Mehitabel to the Rev. Samuel Haven
* His portrait, taken by Copley, and said to be an excellent likeness, represents him holding
•TMnme of Dr. 'Watts, entitled " Orthodoxy and Charity." I t was rescued from the fire in
""•ton m 1794, in which Dr. Appleton's manuscripts, then in the hands of his son, Nathaniel
ippieton, Esq., were consumed."
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of Portsmouth, N. H.; and Margaret to the Rev. Joshua Prentice* of
Holliston. Another daughter was married to Dr. Isaac Rand, a respectable physician of Cambridge.

THOMAS PRINCE.t
1717—1758.
THOMAS P R I N C E was the fourth son of Samuel Prince of Sandwich, who
was the son of Elder John Prmce of Hull,—who came to this country in
1633, and settled first at Watertown. He was born at Sandwich, May 15,
1687, and was graduated at Harvard College in 1707
He remained some
time at the College after his graduation, as a student of Theology; and
then embarked for Europe, and spent several years travelliAg in different
countries. These travels were of great use to him, in enlarging his views
of men and things, and in securing to him many valuable acc^uaintances,
and much useful information, which he was enabled to turn to important
account in after life: and yet he seems subsequently to have had some
scruples in regard to the propriety of his making so extensive a tour; for
he says that "when he made reflections on this part of bis life, he never
could see with satisfaction the reasonableness and consistency of it."
During his residence in England, be was, for several years, engaged as a
preacher at Combs in Suffolk, and some other places, and was earnestly
requested to accept a pastoral charge; but he declined on the ground of a
preference for his native country. He arrived in Boston, July 20,1717, after
an absence of about seven years. It had been bis intention to embark from
England somewhat earlier than he did, in company with an intimate friend,
who actually sailed a short time before him; but tbe delay to which he was
subjected was the means of saving his life,—as the ship in which he was to
sail was lost, and his friend lost iu it, iu one of the most terrible storms on
record. On his arrival at Boston, he was received with every demonstration of respect and kindness, and several churches fixed an eye upon him in
the hope of securing his permanent services. He preached first for his
classmate and intimate friend, Mr. Sewall, in the Old South church, on the
25th of August, 1717 Soon after this, he was requested to supply the
pulpit half tbe time for two months ; and, after he had complied witb this
request, the church, being fully satisfied witb his services, proceeded to give
him a call. He accepted the call, and was ordained as Mr. Sewall's colleague, October 1, 1718. The sermon on the occasion was preached by
himself, from Hebrews x i l l , 17,
To the great Whitefieldian revival Mr. Prince lent his decided countenance, and showed himself an earnest and vigorous auxiliary. He had the
utmost confidence in the great itinerant, and regarded him as the chief
instrument of giving a new and more spiritual direction to the public mind.
•*''^°iMo'^ PK^NTICE was born at Cambridge April 9, 1719; was graduated at Harvard College
'^„„
' '^^^ ordained pastor of the chureh iu Holliston, May 18, 1743: and died April 24,
1788, aged seventy,
'
J
>
,
t Sewall's Fun. Serm.—'Wisner's Hist. Disc.
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He has left his favourable testimony to the character and labours of Whitefield in various forms, and is particular to state that the fruits of the revival,
so far as they came under his observation, were such as to stamp the work
with a character of undoubted genuineness.
In the course of his foreign travels, Mr. Prince heard much complaint of
the want of a regular history of this country; and he half formed the purpose, at that time,—provided his circumstances should subsequently prove
&vourable to it, to attempt something of the kind himself: but, after his
settlement at Boston, the numerous and arduous duties incident to his pastoral charge seemed to forbid any such attempt. However, in 1728, the
matter being urged upon him by those who were most competent to judge of
his qualifications for such an undertaking, he was induced to set himself to
the work; and, though he did not complete his original design, he performed
a service for which all subsequent historians of New England have had
occasion to thank him. I t seems that when the first volume of his " Chronological History of New England " was published, it was received with
much less favour than its author had a right to expect,—which probably
discouraged him from prosecuting the work to the length he had intended.
He did, however, publish several additional numbers, which contain much
important information, and bring the work down to the year 1633. Concerning this book the Rev. Elisha Callender of Rhode Island, who was a
most competent judge of its merits, writes to a friend thus :—
"It gives me great concern that Mr, Prince's Chronology has been so ill received,
I look on it as an honour to the country, as well as to the author, and doubt not but
posterity will do him justice, * * * * *
I wish, for his sake, he had taken less
pains to serve an ungrateful and injudicious age, lest it should discourage his going
on with his design, I hope it will not, and hope you will encourage him; for, sooner
or later, the country will see the advantage of his work and their obligation to him,"
As early as 1708, while Mr. Prince was a member of College, he commenced a collection of books and public and private papers in connection
with the civil and religious history of New England, which was constantly
growing upon his hands for more than fifty years. He also collected a large
classical, theological and general library. All these treasures he bequeathed to the church and congregation of which he was pastor. For many years
they were left in an exposed state, in a room under the belfry of the
Old South church; and not a few of them were actually destroyed; but, in
1814, at the instance of the Massachusetts Historical Society, they were
examined, and the books and papers, specially adapted to the purposes of
that Society, were allowed to be deposited in its room; while the remaining
and greater part were arranged and rendered accessible in the house of the
paator.
Towards the close of his life, Mr. Prince prepared " a Revisal of the New
England Version of the Psalms,"—a work which bears none of the marks
of poetical genius, though it indicates a familiar acquaintance with the
Oriental languages. I t was undertaken by request of a committee of his
own society; and, in October, 1758, was accepted by the church and congregation to be used thenceforth in public worship.
In the year 1746, a French fleet, consisting of forty ships of war under
'be Duke D Anville, sailed from Chebucto in Nova Scotia, with a view to
w»e destruction of New England. Meanwhile a day of fasting and prayer
*as appointed to be observed in all the churches, if by any means a gra^'"^ l*rovidence might interpose to avert the threatening ruin. While Mr.
VOL, L
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Prince was officiating on this occasion in his own church, and was in the
midst of a fervent prayer for the Divine interposition, though the day up to
that time had been perfectly calm, there arose a sudden gust of wind, so
violent as to occasion a loud clattering of the windows. He instantly
paused in his prayer, looked round upon his congregation with a countenance illamined with hope, and then proceeded to ask of God that that wind
might frustrate the object of our enemies, and be the means of saving our
country. A tempest ensued, in which the greater part of the French fleet
was wrecked on the coast of Nova Scotia; the principal General and the
second in command committed suicide; many died of disease; thousands
perished in the ocean; and the enterprise was finally abandoned.
Mr. Prince continued to labour with undiminished assiduity, until the
autumn of 1757, when his health began visibly to decline. As the time of
his departure drew near, he evinced a spirit of becoming submission to the
will of God, saying, " I t is just as it should b e ; " and in the midst of severe
suffering, he expressed his entire dependance on God through Jesus Christ,
and added that he was weary of this world, and that it was his chief concern that his evidences for Heaven might be more full and clear. One of
his last petitions was, that an open and abundant entrance might be ministered to him into God's Heavenly Kingdom,
When he could no longer
speak, he was asked whether he could commit his soul into the hands of
Christ, and so resign himself to the will of God; and he gave an afiirmative answer by lifting his feeble hand. He died on the Lord's day, a little
after sunset, October 22, 1758, aged seventy-two. His funeral sermon was
preached by Dr. Sewall, on the next Sabbath, from Romans i v 8;—the
same day on which, agreeably to a previous vote of his church, his " Revisal
of tbe Psalms " began to be used in the public worship of the congregation.
The following is an extract from Dr. Sewall's funeral discourse:—
" H e was an able minister of the New Testament; a scribe instructed to the Kingdom of Heaven; who could bring forth out of his treasure things new and old. The
great truths aud doctrines of the Gospel were the chosen subjects of his preaching;
and he spake as tho oracles of God,—iis one that inwardly felt the Divine excellency
and importance of the word of God which he preached to others. I trust there are a
number of you who will bo found the seals of his ministry, his crown and joy in the
daj' of Christ's appearing. You are also witnesses with what enlargement and fervour
of devotion, he many times led us up to God iu prayer.
" He was also earnestly concerned that a holy discipline might be maintained in the
chnrch, and that due testimony might be borne against open and scandalous sins,
" I might here also add that he was an hearty friend to the constitution of these
churches; as exhibited in the results of their Synods, and a sincere mourner for the
degeneracies found among us both in doctrine and practice.
" His private conversation was entertaining and instructive. As a tender and faithful pastor, he was steady to warn them that are unruly, to comfort the feeble minded,
and resolve the doubting believer,
" Aud if you view him as a scholar, he shone with a distinguished lustre. He had
an uncommon genius for letters; and by hard study and diligent labour,had acquired
a general acquaintance with the several parts of useful and polite literature; in the
knowledge of the learned languages, logic, natural philosophy, the mathematics, history, &c. And being of a curious and inquisitive mind, I suppose he had but few
equals among us in Chronology; of which his " Chronological History of New England" is an evident proof: and if he had put his finishing hand to that elaborate
work, it might have been found one of the most full and perfect histories of New England."
D r . Chauncy writes thus concerning h i m : —
" I do not know of any one that had more learning among us, excepting Dr. Cotton
Mather; and it -was extensive, as was also his genius. He possessed all the inteUectnal powers in a degree far beyond what is common. He may be justly characterized
as one of our great men; though he would have been much greater, had he not been
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apt to give too m u c h credit, especially to surprising stories. H e could easily be
imposed on this way. A n o t h e r imperfection t h a t was hurtful to him was a strange
disposition to regard more, in m u l t i t u d e s of instances, t h e circumstances of things,
and .-ioiiietiraes m i n u t e and trifling ones, t h a n the things themselves. I could, from
niv own acquaintance with him. give m a n y instances of this. B u t these weaknesses
notwithstanding, he deserves to be remembered with h o n o u r . "

The following is a list of Mr. Prince's publications:—An Account of the
first appearance of the Aurora Borealis. A Thanksgiving Sermon, 1717
A Sennon at his own ordination, 1718. Morning health no security against
the sudden arrest of death before night: A Sermon, 1727. A Sermon on the
death of George I. and the accession of George I I , 1727. A Sermon on the
death of Daniel Oliver, Jr., 1727 Two Sermons occasioned by the earthquake,
IT'JT. A Sermon on the arrival of the Governor, 1728. A Sermon on the
death of Cotton Mather, 1728. A Sermon on the death of his father,
Samuel Prince, 1728. A Sermon on the death of the Hon. Samuel Sewall,
IToO. A Sermon at the General Election, 1730. A Sermon to the New
Nuith church, Boston, 1732. A Sermon on the death of the Hon. Daniel
Oliver, 17o2. A Sermon on the death of Mrs. Elizabeth Oliver, 1735. A
Scnnou on the death of the Hon. Mary (wife of Governor) Belcher, 1736.
A Chronological History of New England in the form of Annals, 1736.
Do,, Vol, II,, Nos. 1, 2 and 3, 1755. A Sermon on the death of Nathaniel Williams,* 1738. A Sermon on the death of Mrs. Deborah I'rince,
1744. A Thanksgiving Sermon occasioned by the taking of Louisburg,
lT4o. A Sermon on the death of Thomas Cushing, 1746. Extract of a
Sermon occasioned by the surprising appearance of Divine Providence for
North America, &c., 1746. A Sermon on the victory of Culloden, 1746.
A Thanksgiving Sermon, 1746. A Sermon on the death of Mrs. Martha,
wife of the Hon. Anthony Stoddard, 1748. A Thanksgiving Sermon for
reviving rains after the distressing drought, 1749. Account of the English
uiiui-tcv.s on Martha's Vineyard, 1749. A Sermon on the death of the
Prince of Wales, 1751. A Sermon on the death of Mrs. Hannah Fayerweather, 1755. A Sermon on the death of Mrs. Anna, wife of Richard
Cary, 1755. Earthquakes the works of God and tokens of his just
displeasure: A Sermon, 1755. An improvement of the doctrine of
earthquakes, containing an historical summary of the most remarkable earthqua'Kes of New England, 1755. The case of Haman considered: A Sermon
on the death of Edward Bromfield, 1756. Character of Caleb: A Sermon
on the death of the Hon. Josiah Willard, 1756. The New England Psalm
Bijuk revised and improved, 1758. Six Sermons, published from his MSS.
by Dr. Erskine of Edinburgh, 1785.
'NATHANIEL WILLIAMS was born at Boston, August 25, 1675; was graduated at Harvard
Collcgr-in 169.3; wasordained an evangelist; practised medicine; was preceptor of a gramti-^T school; and died .lune 10, 1738, aged fifty-three.
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THOMAS FOXCROFT*
1717—1769.
THO."\IAS F O X C R O F T was a son of Colonel Francis Foxcroft of Cambridge,
and was born in the year 1696. He was graduated at Harvard College
in 1714. His father was a member of the Episcopal Church, and was
desirous that his son should enter the ministry in connection with that
denomination; and though the son had originally no other intention himself, yet, having examined the subject maturely, and listened to the
reasonings of his friend, the Rev. Nehemiah Walter of Roxbury,—a
man of great force of mind, he was finally brought to the conviction that
Congregationalism is the true system. Accordingly, after having gone
through a course of theological study, he received license to preach in that
communion, and immediately took a stand among the most popular preachers
of the day. Early in the year 1717, he was invited to preach with reference
to settlement in the First church in Boston; and his services being universally approved, he was ordained on the 20th of the succeeding November, as
colleague pastor with the Rev. Benjamin Wadsworth.
^Ir, Wadsworth having, in 1725, been chosen to the Presidency of Harvard College, resigned his charge, leaving Mr. Foxcroft for the time, sole
pastor of tbe church. Two years after, however,—in 1727, he received Mr.
(afterwards Dr.) Charles Chauncy as his colleague. Notwithstanding the
two men belonged to somewhat difiFerent schools in Theology,—Mr. Foxcroft
being a rigid Calvinist, and Dr. Cbiiuncy a decided Arminian,—the former
sympathizing strongly in the movements of Whitefield, and the latter decidedly and sternly opposing him, they are said to have always maintained great
good feeling towards each other; and Dr. Chauncy, the survivor, on more
than one public occasion, rendered an honouralile tribute to the memory of
his colleague.
I t was chiefly during the joint ministry of Mr. Foxcroft and Dr. Chauncy
that the great Episcopal controversy took place in New England, enlisting,
on each side, no small measure of talent and zeal. Mr. Foxcroft, having
been brought up an Episcopalian, and having, after extensive inquiry and
research, changed his views, might have been expected to feel more than
common interest in the controversy; and, accordingly, we find that in 1729,
he put forth a treatise characterized by uncommon vigour, which, at the time,
attracted great attention, entitled,—"The ruling and ordaining power of
Congregational bishops or presbyters defended."
It has already been intimated that Mr, Foxcroft was the warm friend of
Whitefield, and the zealous promoter of the revival witb which he was connected. In 1740, he published a Sermon "occasioned by the labours and
visits of Mr, Whitefield;" and in 1745, " a n Apology in behalf of the Rev.
Mr, Whitefield, oifering a fair solution of certain difficulties, objected against
some parts of his public conduct, in point of moral honesty and uniformity
with his own subscriptions and ordination vows," This was one of the most
notable pamphlets connected with that memorable controversy, and called
forth a sharp reply from some writer who gave only the initials of his name.
I t does not appear that Mr. Foxcroft sympathized with the extreme mea* Chauncy's Fun. Serm.—Mass. Gazette, June 22, 1769,—Chandler's Life of Dr. Johnson.
—Mass. Hist. Coll., X.—Emerson's Hist, of the First chureh, Boston.
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Bures of Davenport and some of his coadjutors, though he was fully impressed
with the conviction that the revival was, on the whole, a genuine work, and
that he was called upon to do what he could to promote it.
In the year 1736, Mr, Foxcroft experienced a paralytic shock, from which
he never fully recovered, though ho continued, for many years after, regularly to discharge the duties of his oiiice. His popularity as a preacher, however, was not a little affected by this calamitous visitation. For some time
before his death, his faculties had sunk, in a great measure, under the power
uf disease. His death took place on the ISth of June, 1769, when he
had lived nearly seventy-three years, fifty-two of which he had spent in the
ministry. His funeral sermon was preached by his surviving colleague. Dr.
Chauncy, and was published.
The following testimonies to tho character of Mr. Foxcroft, are from the
pen of Dr, Chauncy ; and, considering the difference in their opinions, they
are alike honourable to both parties.
The first is from the well known letter written by Dr. Chauncy to President Stiles, the year before Mr. Foxcroft's death,—enumerating some of the
most prominent men in New England.
"Tou may wonder I have not mentioned Mr. Foxcroft, as he is my colleague. It
may justly be said of him that his powers are much beyond the common size. Few
have been greater students in Divinity. His knowledge is pretty much confined within
this circle. His reasoning faculty, before his last sickness, was in a degree of eminence;
and few had a greater command of words, nor was he wanting in liveliness of imagination. He has written and printed several very valuable things, beside sermons, that
will reflect honoui upon him in the opinion of all capable judges."
In the sermon occasioned by his death. Dr. Chauncy says,—
'•'He was a real good Christian; a partaker of the Holy Ghost; uniform in his walk
with God in the way of his commandments, though, instead of trusting that he was
riiiiteous in the eyeof a strict law, he accounted himself an unprofitable servant; fixing
bis dependance, not onhis own worthiness, not on any works of righteousness which he
had done, but on the mercy of God and tho atoning blood and perfect righteousness
of JtKus Christ. His writings evince a clearness of perception, copiousness of invention, liveliness of imagination, and soundness of judgment. They bear testimony also
to hi> unfeigned piety,"
The following is a list of Mr. Foxcroft's publications:—A Sermon at his
own ordination, 1718. A Sermon on cleansing our way in youth, 1719. A
Sermon on kindness, 1720. A Sermon on the death of his mother, 1721.
The duty of the godly among a professing people to be intercessors and
reformers: A Sermon, 1722, A Sermon on the death of John Coney, 1722.
An Essay on the state of the dead, 1722, The day of a godly man's death
better than the day of his birth: A Sermon, 1722. Two Sermons showing
how to bci^in and end tbe year after a godly sort, 1722, A Sermon on the
death of Dame Bridget Usher, 1723. God's face set against an incorrigible people : A Sermon, 1724, A Sermon at the ordination of John Lowell,
I'-'i. Death the destroyer: A Sermon, 1726. A Sermon on the death of
the Hon. Penn Townsend, Boston, 1727. A Discourse preparatory to tho
clioiee of a mini.ster, 1727. A Sermon at the Boston Lecture on the death of
'he Hov. William Waldron, 1727 A Sermon on occasion of the death
of KinL' George I I . , 1727. A Sermon on the earthquake, 1727. A Sermon on death, 1727. A Discourse at the ordination of John Taylor,* 1728.
Answi^T to Mr. T, Barclay's Persuasive, &c,, 1729, Eli the Priest dying
suddenly: A Sermon preached at tbe Thursday Lecture, Boston, on
* JoHx TAYLOR was a native of Boston; was frnidmitc^d at Harvard Collcp;o in 1721; was or"^""^ pastor of the chureh in Miltou, Nov, 13, 1728; and died J a n . 26, 1750, aged forty-six.
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occasion of the sudden death of the Rev. John Williams and the Rev.
Thomas Blowers,* 1729. A Century Sermon, 1730. The Pleas of Gospel
impenitents examined and refuted : Two Sermons at the Thursday Lecture,
1730.
The Divine right of Deacons : A Sermon preached at the ordination
of Mr. Zechariah to the oifice of Deacon, 1731. A Sermon to a young
woman under sentence of death, 1733. A Sermon occasioned by the death
of tbe Rev. Benjamin Wadsworth, 1737. A Sermon on evangelic preaching occasioned by the visits and labours of Whitefield, 1740. The blessings
of a soul in health and prospering to be supremely wished for: A Sermon,
1742.
A Sermon at a private family meeting, 1742. A Preface to Fleming's fulfilling of the Scripture, 1743. An Apology for Mr. Whitefield,
1745.
The Saints' united confession in disparagement of their own righteousness : A Sermon at the Thursday lecture, Boston, 1750. Like precious
faith, &c.: A Sermon at the Old Church Lecture in Boston, 1756. Thanksgiving Sermon upon the reduction of Canada, 1760.
Mr. Foxcroft had a son, Samuel, who was graduated at Harvard College
in 1754; was ordained pastor of the church at New Gloucester, Me., January 16, 1765 ; was dismissed in January, 1792 ; and died much respected
and lamented, March 9, 1807, aged seventy-two.

MOSES DICKINSON f
1719—1778.
MOSES D I C K I N S O N was born at Springfield, Mass., December 12, 1695,
—his father having lived successively at Hatfield, Hadley and Springfield.
He was a younger brother of the celebrated Jonathan Dickinson, President
of the College of New Jersey. He was graduated at Yale College in 1717.
He was settled as pastor of the Presbyterian churches in Hopewell and
Maiden Head, New Jersey, sometime before September, 1719; for his illness at that time detained his brother from Synod. He sat in Synod, for
the first time, in 1722. The Rev. Joseph Morgan of Freehold wrote to
Cotton Mather in May, 1721, of " t h e astonishing marks of a work of grace
around him, and which were more plentiful among those who had been
longer under the means of grace ;" and in another letter written in September, he speaks of '•^ 7nagnum i7icreme7itum ecclesicB in Mr. Dickinson's congregation."
After the dismission of the Rev. Stephen Buckingham from Norwalk,
Conn., in the early part of 1727, tbe vacant society were disposed to call
Gilbert Tennent, then of New Brunswick, N. J,, to be their pastor; but
when the advice of the Fairfield Association was asked in reference to the
matter, they gave their opinion against it, on the ground of " t h e paucity
of Gospel labourers in the Jerseys." On the 26th of June, 1727, the
society voted to request Mr, Dickinson to supply their pulpit with reference
to a settlement among them. He came, and after he had preached two or
* THOMAS BLOWERS was born at Cambridge, Aug. 1, 1677; was graduated at Harvard College in 1695; was ordained pastor of the First church iu Beverly, Oct. 29, 1701; and died June
17, 1729, in the fifty-second year of his age. He published a Sermon on the death of the Rev.
Joseph Green of Salem village, 1715,
t Hall's Hist, of Norwalk,—MS. Collections of Rev: Richard Webster.
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three Sabbaths, they gave him a call to become their pastor. The call,
however, was far from being unanimous,—not from any dissatisfaction with
Mr. Dickinson, but because a portion of the congregation were in doubt
whether Mr. Buckingham had been regularly dismissed, and whether he
ought not still to be considered as sustaining to them the pastoral relation.
The question was referred to the Association; and their decision was that
Mr. Buckingham was no longer the minister of the society, though they
seem to have been involved in a painful controversy with him, and some of
the proceedings had been considered of doubtful propriety. The Association, having given their reasons for this opinion, expressed their hearty
approbation of extending a call to Mr. Dickinson; though it is not easy
now to see the entire consistency of this with the reason which they gave
for not favouring a call to Mr. Tennent. After the favourable judgment of
the Association had been obtained, those who had constituted the minority
seem to have made no further opposition to his settlement.
The " Worshipful" Joseph Piatt was appointed to attend Mr. Dickinson
back to New Jersey, and to endeavour to secure from the Presbytery his
release from his pastoral charge, with a view to his accepting the call from
Norwalk,—Mr. Dickinson himself being disposed to make the change. The
desired separation was effected, and Mr. Dickinson was installed at Norwalk in the summer or autumn of 1727. His people seem to have parted
with him reluctantly, and there is still in existence a large manuscript
entitled " Some meditations on the occasion of the removal of Mr. Dickinson, delivered in Hopewell meeting house, by Enoch Armitage." This man
was an elder in Dickinson's church.
He remained at Norwalk during the rest of his life. In 1764, he requested that a colleague should be provided for him, and the request was complied with. The Rev. William Tennent, son of the Rev. William Tennent
of trance memory, was installed as bis colleague, and continued in that connection for seven years. I n 1772, Mr. Tennent resigned his charge, and
Mr. Dickinson again became sole pastor, and so continued till the time of
his death. He died May 1, 1778, in the eighty-third year of his age, and
fifty-first of his ministry in that church.
Mr. Dickinson was the father of eight children, the first of whom was
bom in 1721, the last in 1734.
Mr. Dickinson's published works show that he had a discriminating and
vigorous mind, and withal was an adroit controvertist. When his brother,
President Dickinson, died, there was a controversy pending between him
(the President) and the Rev. John Beach, a distinguished Episcopal clergyman of Connecticut, on the distinctive points of Calvinism and Arminianisni. Moses Dickinson took up the controversy where his brother left it,
snd managed it in a way that evinced considerable polemic dexterity. In
addition to what he wrote in connection with this controversy, he published
a Sermon on the death of the Hon. Thomas Fitch, Governor of Connecticut, 1774.
FROM THE REV EDWIN HALL, D, D.
NonwALK, February 11, 1853,
Dear Sir: There is but one individual remaining in our congregation, who
has a distinct remembrance of the Kev. Moses Dickinson,—a lady who is now
ninety years of age. She was fifteen years old at the time of his death, and
resided at New Canaan. She remembers well his personal appearance, and the
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high veneration in which he was held in all the surrounding region. This I have
from her own lips; and I rely much on her testimony,—for she has been a person of great intelligence and marked character, and had an unusual acquaintance with the generation preceding her own. When I came here, nearly
twenty-one years ago, there were many aged people living, who knew Mr. Dickinson well. I often heard them speak of him in terms of the highest respect.
They left upon my mind the strong impression concerning him, that he was a
man of superior learning and capacity, of earnest and uniform piety, of sound
judgment and strong common sense, of commanding personal appearance, of
great dignity and courtesy, full of good feeling, abounding in good works, living
as a father among his children, and not only looked up to as a beloved minister
of Christ, but held in esteem among his fellow citizens, as one of their flrst and
ablest men, I have never been able to find any of his writings.
Very truly yours,
EDWIN HALL.

JOSHUA GEE.*
1721—1748.
J O S H U A G E E was a native of Boston, and was bom in the year 1698.
His father, Joshua Gee, was a respectable tradesman, and both his parents
were members of the Second church, Boston, of which he himself also
became a member in 1716. He was graduated at Harvard College in 1717,
and was regarded as a young man of great promise. His early efforts in
the pulpit commanded uncommon attention. He was a candidate at the
New Brick church, Boston, with Mr. Waldron, in 1 7 2 1 ; .and in 1723, he
had a call to settle at Portsmouth, which he declined. The same year he
was invited to settle as a colleague with Cotton Mather, over the same
church in whose bosom he had been born and educated, and of which he
was a member. He accepted tbe invitation and was ordained on the 18th
of December, Cotton Mather giving the Charge. In this relation he continued till the close of his life.
Mr. Gee distinguished himself especially by a vigorous and earnest
defence of the great Whitefieldian revival. Not only did he cordially welcome Whitefield to Boston, and adopt in his own church the general system
of measures which he recommended, but enlisted witb much zeal in a public
controversy which was called forth by the then existing state of things in
the churches. The Convention of Congregational ministers, at its annual
meeting in Boston in 1743, feeling themselves called upon to lake notice of
what they deemed the erratic tendencies of the times, published " a Testimony against several errors of doctrine and evils of practice, which have of
late obtained in various parts of the land." Mr. Gee replied to this in a
Letter to the Rev. Nathaniel Eells, Moderator of the Convention ; complaining that the "Testimony" was deficient, in that it contained nothing in
favour of revivals ; and calling another meeting of ministers, for the day
succeeding the Commencement at Cambridge, then held in July. The proposed meeting took place, and sent forth another "Testimony," represent-

* Prinoe'j Christ. Hist. I.—Mass. Hist. Coll. X.—Ware's Hist, Disc,—Robbing' do.
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inir in a favourable light the late revivals, but suggesting timely cautions
aiiiiiust prevailing irregularities. This document was signed by sixty-eight
niinistorr, and the separate testimonies of forty-three others were included
in an Appendix ; making the whole number of names one hundred and elevI'li. Mv. lice's pamphlet attacking the Convention, was answered by jMr,
Pr^'.-^foit* of Salem, and Mr. Hancock of Braintree; in which they maint;dii that .several of Mr. Gee's statements were incorrect, and strongly defend
the doiucs of the Convention. Dr. Chauncy, who had been personally
a;s;iilcd by Mr. Gee, published a Letter in his own defence in the Boston
Evening l'o.st of June 24; and Mr. Gee, according to Mr, Hancock, retracted. Aiioihcr meeting of the Assembly was held in September, 1745, when
a seeoiid " Testimony" in favour of the prevailing religious excitements was
i.-isued, signed by jMr. Gee and twenty-three others.
Mr. (ice was, for many of the latter years of his life, an invalid. As
carlv as 1731, ho requested to have assistance in administering the communiuii, whenever he might be too feeble to perform the whole service; and also
to have nicasuics taken for the supply of the pulpit. The church readily
agreed to his proposal; and the result was that, in June, 1732, Samuel
Mather liefunic his colleague. After he had continued in this relation nine
years, a serious difficulty arose between himself and the majority of the
church, as well as between himself and Mr. Gee, in consequence of which,
in December, 1741, he was dismissed from his charge. Mr. Gee continued
sok' minister of the church till September, 1747; when Samuel Checkleyt
became his assistant. His health which had been declining for a long time,
now failed more rapidly, and he died on the 22d of May, 1748, in the fiftyiitst year of his age, and the twenty-fifth of his ministry.
Mr, Gee was married to a daughter of the Rev. Mr. Rogers of Portsmouth,—a most amiable and accomplished woman. She died in 1730, aged
twenty-nine, A Discourse was preached on the occasion of her death, by
liiL' Rev, Peter Thacher, and published.
Mr. Gee published a Sermon on the death of Cotton Mather, 1728; two
Sermons on Luke x i i i . 24, 1729; Trade and Navigation of Great Britain
considered, 1729; Letter to the Rev. Nathaniel Eells, Moderator of the late
Convention of pastors at Boston, 1743.
• BE.SJAMIX PRESCOTT was the son of Jonathan Prescott of Concord, and was born Sept. 16,
j'jSi; «;is gniJuated at Harvard College in 1709 ; was ordained minister of Danvers, Sept. 23,
Iil3; reaigin.a his charge, Nov, 16, 1756; and died May 28, 1777, aged ninety. He published
M E.xamination of certain Remark.s, &c,; a Letter to the brethren of the First church in
.^aleui, W-Jb; a Letter to Joshua Gee, in answer to his addressed to the Rev, Nathaniel Eells,
''I'i; a Leitur to the liev. Mr, George Whitefield, 1745; a free and calm consideration of the
onhappy misunderstandings and debates between Great Britain and the American Colonies,
' •''AMI;EL C!IF.I;KI.I:V was the son of the Rev. Samuel Checkley, who was born at Boston; was
•7 ''*^ at Harvard College in 1715; was ordained the first minister of the New South
"urchin bosu.ii, Nov, 22,'1719, and died Dee, 1, 1769, aged seventv-threc. He published
-^truionon the death of George I . , 1727; a Sermon on the death of the Rev, Wilbam Wakl'"'l' ''27; Little Children brought to Christ: a Sennon, 1711; a Sermon to Capt. Stoddard
•"d his company on the oecusidn of their going :i<,'iiinst the enemy, 1755; the Christian tri"unphing over death : a Sermon on a mournful oceasimi, 1765,
Pamuc-l I'hirklcy, tlie .smi, was born at Boston; was graduated at Harvard r<,llege in 171.');
™»eUleJ „vcr the Olil .\i.rth Church, Boston, as colleague witb the Rev. Joshua <iee. Sept,
,' .'•'I' "'"' ^''^'l March 19, \'IW. The Rev. Ilenvy Ware, in one of his Historical Discourses
^y of .Mr. fliccV^i^.y—,( jjg jj; g.|jj ^,, ha^ye been ilislinguished for a peculiar sort of eloquence,
"•« annncoinmon I'elieitv in the de\iitiiaial soiviee of public worship. He published nothing
^^ ' I't one sermon on the death of .Mrs. Ly.lia Hutcbin.«on, (17IH,) and left tho ree.inls ef tho
weh 8-1 impeTfiet, that little can be leanied from tlieni of its state and fortunes during his
C«t"r'""' *'^'"' ' ' '
^ ''"'^ .'nKither seriuoii of Samuel Checkley the younger, mentioned in the
•i-i* ,-"^' "^ ^'"^ American .Antiiiuiiriau Society, entitled " A Sermon upon a mournful occaVOL.
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D r . Chauncy, who knew Mr. Gee well, says of h i m , —
" He had a clear head and a stronger one than common,. Few saw farther or could
reason better. His foible was a strange indolence of temper. He preferred talking
with his friends to every thing else."
There is a tradition t h a t D r . Chauncy also said of h i m , —
" It was happy Mr. Gee had an indolent turn; for with such fiery zeal and such talents, he would have made continual confusion in the churches."
D r . E l i o t ' s account of him is as follows:—
" H i s genius was profound; his learning considerable; his theological attainments
very superior. His sermons are well composed and argumentative, and they who were
intimate with him, speak of his talents for conversation as very uncommon. He
indulged a kind of literary indolence, and preferred to converse rather than to write.
Yet he never delivered ia the pulpit any thing like an extemporaneous address; and
was reluctant to print his discourses, when urged, because he must finish them with
some labour. He was bigotted in his opinions, which were in favour of high supralapsarian doctrines."

JOHN GRAHAM.
1721—1774.

FROM THE REV WILLIAM ALLEN, D. D.
NORTHAMPTON, April 19, 1856.

My Dear Sir : I cheerfully comply with your request for a brief notice
of the R e v . J O H N G R A H A M , who occupied in his day a prominent place
among the ministers of New E n g l a n d . I may add t h a t my relations to his
family have been such as to put me in possession of the leading facts in
connection with his history, and thus render it easy for me to perform the
service you have asked.
J o h n Graham was a descendant of one of the marquises of Montrose.
H e was b o r n in E d i n b u r g h in 1694, and educated at Glasgow. If he had
any high and honourable thoughts in consequence of his descent, he certainly did not inherit much p r o p e r t y . H e was educated as a physician.
E m i g r a t i n g t o this country with the L o n d o n d e r r y people in 1718, he lived,
at first, in E x e t e r , N . H . ; b u t , after he became a preacher, he went to
Stafford, Conn., and was ordained as the first minister of the place. May
2 5 , 1 7 2 3 . T h e town received in 1719 its first settlers, who were probably
few in n u m b e r , and did not abound in wealth. I f they were not poor, they
were very illiberal and u n j u s t ; for their minister and his family were actual
sufferers from the want of the necessaries of life. H e was dismissed for
inadequate support in 1 7 3 1 . After living a while in Lebanon, he was settled, J a n u a r y 1 7 , 1 7 3 3 , having a house given him and a hundred pounds
salary, as the first minister of the Second church in W o o d b u r y , in a village
on the Pomperang river, which is now tbe town of Southbury. The church
was formed the same day : he and his wife, Abigail, were members. Here
he lived more t h a n forty years, passing the remainder of his life in usefulness, and much respected. H e died December 1 1 , 1 7 7 4 , aged eighty, in
the fifty-fourth year of his whole ministry. H e bad- admitted, in thirtythree years, three hundred church members.

JOHN GRAHAM.
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In the remarkable revival of religion in New England, about the year
1740, he was one of the eminent ministers who zealously promoted it by his
labours, co-operating with his neighbours. Mills, Farrand and Bellamy, and
with Lockwood, Lord, Williams, Whitman,* Meacham, Humphreys,!
Pomeroy and Wheelock. He was one of the eleven ministers in Fairfield
county, who gave their attestation to the work in 1743. Some of the others
were Anthony Stoddard, Jedediah Mills, Ebenezer White t and Joseph
Bellamy.
Mr, Graham had a colleague eight years,—Benjamin Wildman, who was
graduated at Yale College in 1758, and died in 1812, having been a minister forty-three years. I t is related of him that he once consulted Dr. Bellamy as to what he could do to persuade his people at Southbury to attend
meeting more generally and punctually. When Dr. B. advised him to place
a barrel of rum in the pulpit, he replied,—"I am afraid to do that, for I
should have half the church of Bethlehem (Dr. Bellamy's church) down
here on the Sabbath."
Mr. Graham was the head of a noted family. He was married in Exeter,
to Love Sanborn ; and there his son John was born in 1722. His second
wife was Abigail, the daughter of the Rev. Isaac Chauncy of Hadley. His
daughter. Love, married first Mr. Brinckerbofif, who lived on the Hudson
river, and next the Rev. Jonathan Lee of Salisbury. She was the mother
of the Rev. Dr. Chauncy Lee. Three of his sons were ministers:—John
who was graduated at Yale in 1740, was settled at West Suf&eld, Conn., and
died in 1796; Chauncy, who was graduated in 1747, was settled at Fishkill,
X. Y., and died in 1784 ; and .Richard Crouch, who was graduated in
1760, was settled at Pelham, Mass., and died in 1771. Mr. Graham's
sons,—Andrew and Robert, were physicians. Andrew died, in Southbury in
1785, and his son was John A. Graham, L L . D., of Vermont and New
York, who died in 1841 ; Robe7-t lived at White Plains, and was Judge of
the Common Pleas and of the Admiralty Courts. The Rev. John Graham
who died in 1796, was the father of the late Sylvester Graham of Northampton, who died in 1851, aged fifty-six,—for many years known as a public lecturer on temperance and health.
Mr. Graham was an earnest preacher, intelligent and faithful in all the
duties of life. He was honoured by Yale College with the degree of Master of Arts in 1737,—the tenth person not educated there, thus honoured.
He was regarded as a man of learning, and of prudence and power in
polemical discussion. He published a pamphlet on Episcopacy against Dr.
Johnson and Mr. Beach in 1732^and a Rejoinder to Dr. Johnson's Answer ;
also, a Sermon at Coventry at the ordination of Nathan Strong, 1745; and
»n Answer to Mr. Gale's pamphlet, entitled " A calm and full vindication,
SAMCEL WHITMAN was graduated at Harvard College in 1696; was employed in teaching
jMgraminar school at Salem in 1699; was ordained pastor of the church in Farmington, Conn.,
HMember 10, 1706; was a Fellow of Yale College from 1724 to 1746; and died in August,
i7-'»*8*d seventy-five. Wis son, Elnathan,
was graduated at Yale College in 1726; was a
™«there from 1728 to 17.^2, and a Fellow from 1748 to 1774; was ordained pastor of the Second
ttwchin Hartford, Nov, 29, 1732, and died in 1776. He preached the Election Sermon in
« » , whieh was published.
V " ^ " ^ L HcMPHRKYS was graduated at Yale College in 1732; was ordained pastor of the
««reh m Derby, Conn., in 1733; and died in 1787.
p - * r ' ' * * ' 8 R ' W H I T E was graduated at Yale College in 1733; was ordained pastor of the
'nwchnroh in Danbury, Conn., March 10, 1736; and died in 1779.
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&c., relating to Yale College, 1759. His son Chauncy published a Sermon
preached at Albany, entitled " Children federally holy," 1765.
I am, dear Sir, very respectfully, your friend,
WILLIAM ALLEN.

WILLIAM WALDPvON.*
1721—1727.
W I L L I A M W A L D R O N belonged to one of the most respectable families in
New Hampshire. He was grandson of Major Richard Waldron, an earlv
settler of Dover, who, at the age of eighty, was horribly mangled and murdered by the Indians, in the year 1689. He was son of Capt. Richard
Waldron of Portsmouth, whose first wife was a daughter of John Cutts,
President of New Hampshire, and whose second (the mother of William)
was Elinor Vaughan,—also a descendant from the family of Cutts. His
brother, Richard, was Secretary of New Hampshire; and his sister, Abigail,
was married to Colonel Saltonstall of Haverhill, Mass. He was born at
Portsmouth, on the 4th of November, 1697 ; and was graduated at Harvard
College in 1717.
Mr. Waldron became the pastor of the New Brick church, Boston, at the
time of its fornmtion. Having preached for some time, as a candidate, in connection with Mr. Joshua Gee,—afterwards minister of the Old North church,
he was chosen pastor on the 26th of September, 1721, and was ordained
May 22, 1722. Cotton Mather preached the Sermon, and Increase Mather
gave the Charge. I t was the last ordination that Increase Mather ever
attended.
Mr. Wtildron engaged in his duties with great zeal, and quickly succeeded
in gaining, in a high degree, the affections of his people. As he advanced
in his ministry, he seems to have had a constantly growing sense of responsibility, aud a more humbling impression of his own unworthiness. On
the 23d of May, 1726, he writes thus:—
'' This day begins a fifth year from my ordination to the work of a Gospel minister.
Ah Lord, what an unfruitful Christian, what an unfaithful steward, have I been! Oh
for the good Spirit of grace, that, for the time to come, I may abound in the work of
the Lord, and be always ready for the coming of the Lord!"
On the 14th of August, 1727, he paid a visit to his friend, the Rev. William Cooper, minister of the Brattle-street church, where he met several of
his brethren ; but, after conversing a little while with them, he took his
leave, saying that he felt too unwell to remain any longer. He immediately
went to his own house, and never left it, till he was carried from it a corpse.
His disease proved to be a slow fever of an intermittent type ; but, in the
early stage of it, little danger was apprehended. He had at first some painful apprehensions in respect to his spiritual state; but the clouds which had
gathered around him quickly passed away; and he was enabled to submit
quietly to his Heavenly Father's will. His church had frequent meetings
for prayer in his behalf, in which tbey were joined by the ministers of the
town; but the hopes of his recovery were gradually extinguished. As the
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time of hia departure drew near, he repeated several times the words of his
dying L o r d — " F a t h e r , into thy hands I commend my s p i r i t ; " and, even after
liis speech failed him, he kept lifting his hands and eyes to Heaven, in token
of the satisfaction he had in his R e d e e m e r ' s gracious presence. H e died on
the 11th of September, 1 7 2 7 , in the thirty-first year of his age, and the
sixth of his ministry. " H e died," says Cotton Mather, " n o b l y . So to die
is indeed no dying. 'Tis but flying away with the wings of the morning
into the Paradise of G o d . " Several of the Boston ministers preached sermons in reference to his death, which were published.
Mr. Waldron was married, soon after his ordination, to Eliza Allen of
Martha's Vineyard, who survived him, with two little children. One of
them,—a daughter, became the wife of Colonel J o s i a h Quincy of B r a i n t r e e ,
The following testimony concerning Mr. W a l d r o n is from the dedication
of the Rev. Thomas Foxcroft's Sermon on his death, b y the R e v . W i l l i a m
Cooper:—
"Piety is the most Divine part of a minister's character, * * * and this Is that
for which your deceased pastor was especially valuable. The grace of God (we have
reason to think) took an early possession of his soul; and it afterwards governed in
his life, adorned his conversation, and animated his ministry. Those of us who took
knowledge of him from an intimate acquaintance with him, could'nt but discern a reverence for the Divine Majesty, a relish of spiritual things and a delight in religious
duties, to live with him and to grow and increase.
*
*
*
«
*
•
•'In the house of God he was a wise and faithful steward. In his preaching he fed
Ton with wholesome and edifying truths, that might minister proper nourishment to
jionr souls: the method plain and easy,—the manner grave and solemn,—the dress
aeiflier gaudy nor homely. * * * He insisted on the pecular doctrines of the Gospel, bnt did not overlook the great things of God's Law. He taught justification by
jiith in the righteousness of Christ, yet affirmed constantly that the^ which believe
in God should be careful to maintain good works. And that you mighl know what is
good, and what the Lord your God requires of you, he began a course of Sermons
upon the Commandments; which I suppose were not finished when he died.
"He gave himself to prayer as well as the ministry of the word. In his early
chQdhood, he began to call on the name of the Lord. A particular providence set the
wheel of prayer a going, and I believe it never wholly stopped afterwards. This he
once gave me an account of in a retired conversation I had with him; and I suppose
I was the only person to whom he mentioned it. It was this—his dear parents were
gone somewhere by water, and a storm or sudden gust of wind arose, when it was
(apposed they might be coming home. He heard the family speak of the dangerthey
might be now in. This so alarmed his fear, that he went alone to seek God in their
hehalf, that they might be preserved and returned. They were so. And having began thns successfully to pray for his parents, he afterwards continued to pray for himself- While at the College, I know, he was one of those young students, who used to
meet on the evenings of the Lord's days for prayer and other exercises of private
•ocial religion. And his ministry was carried on very much with prayer. When he
hegan his course of Sermons upon the Commandments, I find he, in a solemn and parhcnlar manner, begged of God direction and assistance therein. And he was very
teirous to engage the prayers of others for him. He used to ask them, not as a compliment, but as one in earnest, who knew how to value them. His public prayers were
Krious and pertinent; and I have sometimes heard him pray with much affection and
enlargement; particularly in the administration of the Lord's Supper, at which I was
"Dce present with him."

The Rev. Chandler Robbins, in his History of the New North church,
writes thus of Mr. Waldron :—
•' As a preacher he was remarkable for soundness of argument, plainness and direct" ^ of speech, and gravity of manner. His temper was naturally obliging and his
•TOctions warm; whilst, at the same time, he was too independent to stoop to any lit"e arts to conciliate favour, and too stern in integrity ever to prostitute his conscience.
°**M,like most of the clergymen of New England, a hearty patriot, and a steady
•nend and advocate of all the civil privileges which the people then enjoyed. He waa
»l«o a strict and very zealous Congregationalist. If he had lived longer, there is no
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doubt that he would have exerted a powerful influence in the community, and have
left more conspicuous memorials upon the records of this Church."

OLIVER PEABODY.*
1721—1752.
O L I V E R P E A B O D Y was born of respectable parents in Boxford, Essex
County, Massachusetts, in the year 1698. He lost his father when he was
only two years old; in consequence of which, the care of his education
devolved wholly on his pious mother. In his early youth, his mind became
impressed with divine truth, and he resolved to devote his life to the service
of his Maker, and the best interests of his fellow men. Having gone through
the preparatory course of study, he entered Harvard College in 1717, and
was graduated in 1721, in the twenty-third year of his age. As he had the
ministry in view during his whole course, his studies, even in College, were
directed somewhat with reference to i t ; though this did not prevent him
from making highly respectable improvement in all the branches then included in a collegiate education.
Immediately after he was graduated, the committee of tbe Board of Commissioner.? for propagating tbe Gospel requested him to be ordained as an evangelist, with a view to becoming a missionary among the surrounding heathen.
They had before made a similar application to a number of candidates, but
they had all declined from the apprehension of an approaching Indian war;
and it was urged upon him as a reason for consenting to the proposal, that
if he dcclmed, they should be obliged, at least for a time, to relinquish the
object. The argument prevailed with him; and, though fully aware of the
depri\'ations and sacrifices to which it must subject him, he entered cheerfully this dark and unpromising field of ministerial labour. The Honourable Board of Commissioners having determined to send him to Natick,—a
place lying in the vicinity of the Society which employed him, and surrounded witb settled ministers,—thej' did not immediately ordain him, but directed him to perform missionary service, until circumstances should render his
ordin:ition expedient.
He preached there, for the first time, on the 6th of August, 1721. At
that period, there were but two families of white people in the town, though
tbey were soon joined by several others. Among the Indians there was no
church, nor member of a church, nor even a person known to have been baptized ; for, though a church had been formed there sixty years before, by the
labours of John Eliot, it had, some time previous to Mr. Peabody's going
among them, become extinct.
He preached constantly at Natick, from the 1st of August, 1721, till the
close of the year 1729; when a committee from the Board of Commissioners,
joined by a committee from the Corporation of Harvard College, were directed to repair to Natick, and take into consideration the expediency of forming a church, and settling a minister. Their deliberations resulted in a conviction that it was expedient to. gather a church, consisting partly of Bng-
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lish and partly of Indians, and to constitute Mr. Peabody their pastor.
Measures were immediately adopted in conformity with this recommendation.
Three Indians were propounded, "after much pains taken with them," and
the 3d of December was set apart as a day of fasting and prayer. Mr.
Baxter* of Medfield preached on the occasion, and constituted a church,
consisting of three Indians and five white persons. On the 17th of the
same month, Mr. Peabody was ordained at Cambridge, a missionary, to
take the pastoral charge of the church and society at Natick. Here he
resided constantly during his whole ministry, with the exception of one season when he was employed as a missionary to the Moheagan tribe of Indians
in Connecticut.
About two years after his settlement at Natick, he was married to Hannah, daughter of the Rev. Joseph Baxter,—a lady distinguished for her
excellent sense and fervent piety. They had twelve children, eight of whom
lived to reach maturity. One of them Oliver, was graduated at Harvard
College in 1745, was ordained at Roxbury, November 7,1750, and died May
29,1752.
Mr. Peabody's labours among the Indians were attended with very considerable success. He succeeded in inducing many of them not only to abandon their savage mode of living, and conform to the usages of civilized society,
but also to oast away their degrading vices, especially that of intemperance ,
and, in instances not a few, he was instrumental, by God's blessing, of
bringing them under the power of a living Christianity. Twenty-two persons were added to the church the first year after his ordination, a number of
whom were Indians. In a letter to the Convention of ministers assembled
at Boston from the New England Provinces in July, 1743, to record their
Testimony in respect to the Revival of that day, he writes thus:—
"Among my little people, (I would mention it to the glory of the rich grace, and of
the blessed Spirit, of God,) there have been very apparent strivings and operations of
the Holy Ghost among Indians and English, young and old, male and female. There
have been added to our church, of such I hope as shall be saved, about flfty persons
of different nations, since the beginning of last March was two years, whose lives in
general witness to the sincerity of their profession."
During the period that elapsed between Mr. Peabody's ordination and
his death, which was a little more than twenty-two years, there were baptized, within the limits of his society, one hundred and sixty Indians and
four hundred white persons; and there were twenty-nine Indians and twentj-two English baptized, previous to his ordination. The whole number admitted into his church, after his ordination, was one hundred and
Bttty-five; of whom thirty-five were Indians, and one hundred and thirty
were white persons. During his whole residence at Natick,—a period of
thirty-one years and a half, two hundred and fifty-six Indians died, one of
whom reached the age of a hundred and ten years.
Mr. Peabody was naturally of a delicate Constitution; but he was always
^ady to task his energies to the utmost in the cause of his Master. Hence
he consented, a few years before his death, to undertake a mission among
the Moheagans; but such were the fatigues and hardships to which he was
'objected, that his constitution received an injury from which it never recovered. From this time,, he fell into a decline, which, though it was of sev• *J?'*''H BAXTER was bom at Braintree, June 4, 1676; was graduated at Harvard College
fcVr ?'' * " ordained at Medfield, April 21, 1697, and died May 2,1745, aged sixty-nine. He
l«»Uihed the Mass. Election Sermon, 1727.
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oral years' continuance, led to his dissolution. During his last illness, he
was reimarkably sustained by the gracious presence of tbe Saviour and the
Comforter. He repeatedly observed to his family that his greatest concern
was for the welfare of his flock ; and he improved every opportunity that
his waning strength allowed to him, to urge them to avail themselves of the
merciful provisions of the Gospel. He lingered until Sunday, Februarj 2,
1752, when he departed with Paul's heroic language on his lips—" I have
fought a good fight" &c. He died in the fifty-fourth year of his age.
During his last Illness, the Indians testified their gratitude and affection
towards him in every way in their power; and, at his death, they mourned
for him as for a father. One of them in particular, by the name of Prince,
would not leave the room by night or day, during the five days that the
body lay unburied, even long enough to take refreshments, except as those
around him absolutely forced him to do so. I t would seem that few men
have lived more beloved, or died more lamented.
The most satisfactory account of Mr. Peabody's character that I have
been able to find, is the following, originally published in the Panoplist, and
written by a clergyman who had been conversant with the scene of his
labours as well as with many of his friends :—
" A s a minister Mr. P e a b o d y -vvas faithful and laborious. H e accounted the work
of t h e ministry an honourable e m p l o y m e n t ; a n d , by his unwearied diligence and
exemplary life, he honoured it. F r o m his flrst entrance upon the sacred office, he
m a d e it the business of his life to improve in t h e qualifications for it. He studied to
'show himself approved u n t o God, a •ivoi'kman t h a t needcth not be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of t r u t h . ' H e considered it to be the great design of .preaching, to
give men a realizing view of their guilt and danger, to show them wherein their
t r u e and substantial happiness consists, and to point out to them the method in wliich
it might be obtained. I t was not to him a trifling consideration to appear in the presence of the immortal being's who were committed to his charge, and deliver to them
a message from t h e living God, in the n a m e of the L o r d J e s u s Christ. He would survey the people of his charge with a deep interest, with a m i x t u r e of pity and solicit u d e , a n d in his addresses to t h e m he was pungent plain and affectionate. He made
it an object of importance to speak so plainly t h a t tho most ignorant might understand ;*
so seriously and impressively t h a t tbe careless and stupid might feel; so convincingly
that gainsaycrs and those who opposed theinsclves might, be put to silence.
Not thinking t h a t he had discharged all bis d u t y , when he h a d carried t h e m to the throne of
grace in bumble and i m p o r t u n a t e p r a y e r , and had t a u g h t them from the oracles of
God on tbe holy S a b b a t h , he seized other opportunities to counsel, warn and admonish fliem, to catechise the yontli, instruct t h e ignorant, use his exertions to reclaim
t h e vicious, and to commend all to tho care, guidance and compassion of the gracious
and sovereign God.
" He was a friend and father to his people, and by bis wise, prudent and manly
d e p o r t m e n t , lie conciliated t h c c s t e e m and affection of all. A m o n g the Indians he was
often called in as a m e d i a t o r ; and such was their confidence in his judgment, that
his decision generally imparted satisfaction, and restored peace and harmony. A
faithful discliarge of d u t y , even in administering reproof, would not make them his
enemies; and hu so gained their confidence t h a t he dwelt among them without fear.
" A m i d s t the multiplicity of cares, arising from a n i i x e d s o c i e t y , h e was not inattentive to a large family, composed of bis own children and a number of boarders and
domestics,—generally a m o u n t i n g in tbe whole to about t w e n t y , all of whom he would
collect morning and evening to hear the Scriptures read, join in singing a psalm of
praise, and in the devout exercises of p r a y e r . In his family he discharged the duties
of the Christian minister, the affectionate h u s b a n d , and tender companion, the kind
indulgent p a r e n t , the h u m a n e and liberal master. His house was a welcome receptacle for tho stranger, his h e a r t was open to his friends, and his bounty was cheerfully
_ * By the exertions of Mr. Peabody, the Indians were so improved in regard to their education, that many of them could read and write as well as understand the English language.
Mr. Moody from York, in tbe Province of Maine, was at Natick and preached to the Indians;
and in order to be understood by them, he supposed he must' condescend to all low expressions;
but he forgot that he was preaching to civilized Indians, who remarked upon his preaching "that
if Mr, Peabody should preach in such low language, they should have concluded he was crazy,
and would have gone out of the meeting house and left him."
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administered to relieve the wants of the needy. His local situation in the vicinity of
Boston, yet environed by Indian wigwams, drew the attention of strangers and distinguished foreigners, who often, repaired to his hospitable mansion, where they were
sure to find a hearty welcome. Among his friends was Governor Belcher,—a man
whose heart was alive to the missionary cause, and who treated Mr, Peabody with
gomething more than empty compliments and ceremonious visits. He made Mr, Peabody welcome to his house; and, by various acts of kindness, displayed a friendship
that was founded on real esteem, and strengthened by a union of virtuous affections.
" To his brethren in the ministry Mr, Peabody was friendly, social and obliging; and
by them he was honoured and loved. In cases of difficulty he was a wise counsellor,
80 that great confidence could be placed in his judgment, and implicit reliance on his
fidelity. He was an able minister of Jesus Christ, a scribe well instructed in the Kingdom of God; a man of unaffected piety and gravity; prudent in his conduct as a minister and a Christian.
"He possessed a heart that was not only susceptible of all the impressions of virtue
and religion, but was also the seat of exquisite sensibility. This sensibility was not
merely a natural softness, but the genuine state of a heart softened by the spirit of
Christ, and brought into conformity to him,—a heart warmed with Christian benevolence. Notwithstanding his temper was naturally grave and thoughtful, he could be
cheerful, and accommodate himself to his company, to gain access tothe heart, and
to unpart suitable instructions."

SOLOMON WILLIAMS, D. D.*
1722—1776.
SoXiOMON W I L L I A M S was a son of the R e v . William W i l l i a m s of Hatfield,
by his second marriage. H i s mother was a daughter of the R e v . Solomon
Stoddard of Northampton. H e was born J u n e 4 , 1700 ; was graduated a t
Harvard College in 1719 ; was ordained pastor of the church in L e b a n o n ,
Conn., December 5, 1 7 2 2 ; and died F e b r u a r y 2 9 , 1 7 7 6 , in the seventyskth year of his age, and the fifty-fourth of his ministry. H i s funeral
sennon was preached b y the R e v . (afterwards D r . ) J a m e s Cogswell of
Windham, from R e v . I I . 1 0 , of which there were published two editions.
He was a Fellow of Yale College from 1 7 4 9 to 1 7 6 9 , and received the
d ^ e e of Doctor of Divinity from the same institution in 1 7 7 3 .
In 1741, Eunice Williams, daughter of the R e v . J o h n AVilliams of Deerfield, who was taken captive by the Indians, and remained with them of choice
after the rest of the family were redeemed, made a visit to her friends in New
England; on which occasion there seems to have been a sort of family meeting
»t the house of her brother, the R e v . Eleazar Williams of Mansfield. A day
<rf special prayer was observed, and D r . Williams was called upon for a
discourse appropriate to the occasion. H e accordingly delivered one, which
was published, and from which the following is an e x t r a c t : —
_ Tou may well think I have all along had some special eye to the uncommon occaMon of prayer at this time; that person here present with us, who has been, for a long
time, in a miserable captivity, with a barbarous and heathen people, now for more
'nan thirty-eight years; yet among that people, bred up in Popish superstition, blindjwt and bigotry; who,by the providence of God came last year, and now again with her
BBsbandandtwo of her children, on a visit in New England, Some of you know well,—
l»in»ure I do,—how long she has been the subject of prayer; what numberless prayers
Mreboen put up to God for her by many holy souls now in Heaven, as well as many
J™* yet remain on earth. How many groans and fervent prayers can these ears witness
"Mvebeen uttered and breathed forth, with a sort of burning and unquenchable
*™ourfromthe pious and holy soul of her dear father, now with God ! I know not that
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I ever heard him p r a y after his own r e t u r n from captivity, without a remembrance of
h e r ; t h a t God would r e t u r n hgr to his s a n c t u a r y , and t h e enjoyment of the Gospel
light and grace, in t h a t purity and simplicity in which it shines in our land. But
in this it seemed as if he never could be d e n i e d ; t h a t God would not let her perish in
Popish superstition and ignorance; b u t l e t h e r p l a c e b e where it would, t h a t He vvould,
as He easily could, find some way for deliverance from those snares a n d thick laid
stratagems of the devil, to beguile and ruin poor souls, a n d m a k e her a monument of
bis glorious and almighty grace. A n d this he was wont to do with such expressions of
faith in God and holy fervour of soul, as seemed to breathe himself and her into the
a r m s of t h e Covenant of Grace. God did not give him leave to see the performance
of his wishes and desires for her, b u t took him to satisfy t h e m in God himself, and
m a k e him perfectly know t h a t not a tittle of the covenant should ever fail; and left
her in the same state, to t r y the faith, a n d call forth t h e p r a y e r s , of his people still.
W e see now some dawuings t o w a r d s her deliverance, and living hopes of i t ; though
all endeavours of men to persuade her here have been heretofore tried in vain: it has
pleased God to incline her the last summer, and now again, of her own accord, to make
a visit to her friends; aud seems to encourage us to hope t h a t H e designs to answer the
m a n y p r a y e r s which have been p u t u p for h e r ; and by the mighty power of his providence and grace, to give us one e x t r a o r d i n a r y conviction t h a t he is a God hearing
prayer."

Dr, Williams undoubtedly held a place among the most prominent of the
New England clergy. His influence was felt among the churches, not only
in Connecticut, but throughout New England ; and his services were very
often called for on important public occasions. In the course of his ministry, he was engaged in two controversies, which, at the time, attracted considerable attention:—one in 1746, with the Rev. Andrew Croswell,* on "the
Nature of Justifying Faith;" the other in 1751, with his cousin, the elder
Jonathan Edwards, on "the Qualifications necessary to lawful communion in
the Christian Sacraments," He had an extensive correspondence in Europe
as well as America, and among his correspondents abroad, he numbered one
or more of the Erskines, and tbe celebrated Maclaurin, author of the well
known Sermon on "Glorying in the cross,"
The following is a list of Dr, Williams' publications:—A Sermon preached at
Groshen at the ordination of the Rev. Jacob Eliot,t 1729. Election Sermon,
1741.
A Sermon at Mansfield on occasion of the visit of Eunice Williams,
1741.
Substance of two Discourses on occasion of the death by drowning
of Mr. John Woodward, and of the deliverance of Mr. Samuel Gray, 1741,
* ANDREW CROSWELL, a native of Charlestown, Mass., was graduated at Harvard College in
1728; was ordained at Uroton, Conn, in 173fl; and after remaining there about two years, waa
installed, October 6, 17-''S, over a society in Boston formed by persons from other churches. He
died April 12, 1785, in the seventy-seventh year of his age. lie published a Reply to the
declaration of a number of the associated ministers of Boston, &c,, with regard to the Rev.
James Davenport, (2d edition,) 1742; A Reply to a book entitled " A display of God s special
grace,' 1742; A Letter to the Rev. Mr, Turell, in answer to his Direction to his people, 1742;
The Apostle s advice to the Jailor improved; being a solemn warning against the awful sin of
soul murder: a Sermon, 1744; What is Christ tome, if he is not mine? or a seasonable Defence
of the Old Protestant Doctrine of Justifying Faith, 1745; Second Defence of the Old Protestant Doctrine of Justifying Faith; being a Reply to the exceptions of Solomon Williams, against
aBook entitled " What is Christ to me if he is not mine?," 1747; Heaven shut against Arminians
and Antinomians: a Sermon, 1747; Narrative of the founding and settling the new-gathered
Congregational church in Boston, 1749; the Heavenly doctrine of man s Justification only by
the obedience of Jesus Christ: a Sermon, 1758; A Testimony against the profaneness of some
of the public disputes on the last Commencement day: with Letters to thq President of Harvard College, on the occasion, &c., 17K0; a Letter to the Rev, Alexander Cumming, 1762;
Free Justilication through Christ s Redemption : a Sermon, 1764; Free Forgiveness of Spiritual
debts: a Sermon, 1766; Comfort in Christ: a Sermon, 1767; Observations on William Warburton s Sermon before the Society for propagating the Gospel in foreign parts; wherein our Colonies are defended against his most injurious and abusive reflections, 1768; Brief Remarks on
the satirical drollery at Cambridge, Mass., last Commencement day, 1771; Mr. Murray
unmasked,—in which, among other things, is shown that his doctrine of Universal Salvation
IS mimical to virtue, and productive of .all manner of wickedness, 1775; A Discourse from I.
Thess. IX, 13,—in which is shown the oause and cure of all religious melaneholv, horrors of conscience, A c , 1784,
•'
t JACOB ELIOT, a native of Boston, was graduated at Harvard College in 1720; was ordained at Lebanon (Goshen) Conn., Nov. 26, 1729; and died in 1766.
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The more excellent way: or the ordinary renewing and sanctifying grace of
the Holy Spirit, more excellent than all extrraordinary gifts that can be
coveted or obtained by men: A Sermon at Goshen, 1741. A Discourse at
tlie funeral of the Rev. Eleazar Williams, 1742. The comfort or blessednes.'^ of being at home with God or dwelling with him, &c.: A Sermon,
1742. A Sermon at the ordination of Mr. Richard Salter, 1744, A Vindieution of the Gospel doctrine of Justification by Faith ; being an answer
to the Rev. Andrew Croswell's book on Justifying Faith, 1746. The true
state of the question concerning the Qualifications necessary to lawful communion in tlie Christian Sacraments; being an answer to the Rev, Mr. Jonathan Edwards' "Humble Inquiry," &c., 1751. A Sermon on the death of
the llev. Ebenezer Williams* of Pomfret, 1753. A Sermon on the death of
the llev. Joseph Meacham, 1754. A Thanksgiving Sermon on occasion of
the smiles of Heaven on the British arms in America, particularly in the
reduction of Quebec, 1759. A Half-century Sermon, 1772. A Sermon on
the death of Mrs. Faith Huntington, 1775.
Dr. Williams' last days were marked by great suffering, but he sustained
himself in the dignity of Christian faith and hope. I have seen a record in
manuscript, made at the time, of his dying exercises, from which it would
appear that he was raised above all painful apprehensions in respect to
the future, and had his mind cjuickened almost into a state of rapture, in
anticipation of the glory that was about to open upon him. His last words,
asthey are recorded, w e r e , — " I shall soon be there; and a full blaze of
glory \vill open upon my soul, and swallow it up in God and Christ. At
present, we can't have any conception. I hope the time will come, but I
mu^t wait."
Dr. Williams was married about the time of his settlement at Lebanon,
to Mary Porter of Hadley. He had ten children,—eight sons and two
daughters. Ezekiel,—born May 4, 1729, and deceased February 12, 1818.
hell various important offices in the State, and was for many years. High
Sheriff in the county of Hartford. William,,
born April 8, 1731,
and deceased August 2, 1811, was graduated at Harvard College in
1751; read Theology under the direction of his father, but never entered
the ministry; filled various civil ofiices of high responsibility, was a memler of the Continental Congress in 1776 and 1777, signed the Declaration
of Inlependence, &c,, &c. Tho7nas,—born November 12, 1735, and
deceased February 10, 1819, was graduated at Yale College in 1756, and
sptnt bis life as a practising physician in Lebanon.
Eliphalet, the eldest son of Dr. Williams, who reached maturity, was
born February 21, 1 7 2 7 ; was graduated at Yale College in 1743; was
ordained minister of East Hartford, in March, 1748 ; and died June 29,
18fi:]. His funeral sermon was preached by the Rev. Dr. M'Clure of East
"irilsor, and was published. He received the degree of D. D. from Yale
Colleire in 1782, and was a member of its Corporation from 1769 to 1801.
'' I'uliHslicd a Sermon on account of the earthquake, 1755 ; a Thanks' EbENKzrn WILLIAMS, son of Samuel Williams of Roxbury, and nephew tothe Rev, John
"illiams of Deerfield, was born at Roxbury, August 12, IfiiiO; was graduated at Harvard Col'^i'- :ri I7IJ9; wa,-; ordained pastor of the church in I'omfret, Conn., October 26, 1715; and died
*i;;!. '2S, 1753, aged si\t'7-three. He was a ICIIDW of Vale College from 1731 to 174S. Dr.
..':'>'"», in his funeral sriiiK.n, represents him as 11 lino scholar; :i sound and disoriminatin!;
I'l'ine; anl;is exerting an important influence among the ministers and eh undies in Connecticut.
,7 is a tradition that in the latter part of his life, he became so<'xticMH-ly corpulent that he
"»"1J not reach his feet.
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giving Sermon, 1760 ; an Election Sermon, 1 7 6 9 ; and a Sermon on the
death of Gov. P i t k i n , 1769. H e was married to a daughter of his uncle,
the Rev, Elisha Williams, R e c t o r of Yale College ; and, after her death,
which occurred J u n e 2 8 , 1776, to Mrs, Sarah P a r s o n s , widow of the Rev.
Mr. P a r s o n s * of Brookfield. H e had five children by the first marriage, and
two by the last. Of the former, Solomo7i and Elisha
Scott were clergymen. Solomon was born in 1752 ; was graduated at Yale College in 1770;
was T u t o r there from 1773 to 1775 ; was ordained pastor of the church at
N o r t h a m p t o n , in J a n u a r y , 1 7 7 9 ; and died November 9, 1834, in the
eighty-third year of his age. H e published a Sermon preached at Lebanon,
entitled " J e s u s Christ the physician of sin-sick souls, opened and app l i e d , " 1777 ; Three Sermons in a volume on various important doctrines
and duties of the Christian religion, 1 7 9 9 ; a Sermon before an Ecclesiastical Convention to consider and ratify the constitution of a Missionary
Society, 1802 ; Three Sermons a t N o r t h a m p t o n , one on the 30th of March,
the other two on the annual S t a t e Fast, 1805 ; Thanksgiving Sermon containing an historical sketch of N o r t h a m p t o n , 1 8 1 5 . Elisha Scott was born
October 7, 1757 ; was graduated a t Yale College in 1775 ; became a Raptist minister, and was for a while settled in Beverly, Mass., and died in
1845.
H e published a Sermon preached before a Baptist Missionary
Society.

FROM THE REV TIMOTHY STONE.
CORNWALL, Conn., January 21, 1851.
Rev. and Dear Sir: I can of course have no personal recollections of my
grandfather, the Kev. Dr. Solomon Williams; but my venerable mother, who
was his daughter, and who died a few years since, in her ninety-second year,—
having retained her faculties in a very unusual degree, has given me many interesting details in respect to him, some of which I will endeavour now to communicate, in answer to your request. I may state some things also that I have
received from other sources.
His settlement at Lebanon was not without considerable opposition; but he
contrived effectu.ally to live it down, so that his opposers became ultimately his
most ardent friends. Not onlj' was he intensely devoted to his work, but he
made himself familiar with his flock, and always evinced the deepest interest in
both their temporal and spiritual welfare. He was exceedingly dignified in all
his deportment, never saying or doing any thing that involved the least departure
from clerical propriety ; while yet he was so kind and friendly, so winning and
accessible, that he secured the affections of all with whom he came in contact.
His physical constitution was not strong; but the regularity of his habits and
his great prudence secured to him, for the most part, a tolerable degree of health.
Much the larger part of his time he spent in his study
In the winter season,
he was there at break of day, or before, when he regularly devoted a portion
of time to reading the Scriptures in Hebrew or Greek. Indeed so familiar was
he with these languages, that he read the Bible in one or the other of them,
translating it into English, in connection with his family devotions.
Few ministers of his day accomplished so much for the promotion of literature and science among their people, as Doctor Williams. For a long course of
years, Lebanon was distinguished for the best grammar school in any country
town of Connecticut. It was taught by Mr. Nathan Tisdale, a native of Lebanon, and a graduate of Harvard College in 1749. So extensively and so favour* JOSEPH PAHSONS was a native of Bradford, Mass.; was graduated at Harvard College in
1752; was ordained at Brookfield, Nov. 23, 1757; and died Jan. 17, 1771, aged thirty-eight
years.
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»bly known was the school, that it numbered among its pupils, youth from
ilmost every part of the country; and such was the confidence placed in Mr.
risdiile's recommendation of his scholars, by the authority of Yale College,
that it was, in some instances, accepted in place of an actual examination. This
ichool was established chiefly by the efforts of Dr. W^illiams; and the conicqucnce of it wa.s, that, for many years, Lebanon was not only remarkable for
Its intelligence, but furnished more ministers of the Gospel than perhaps any
Dtber town of its size in Connecticut.
Dr. Williams exemplified his remarkable prudence, not less than his truly
Christian zeal, in connection with the great revival of religion which spread so
E-xtensivcly in New Eugland about 1740. He was a decided friend to Mr. Whitefield, and repeatedly, and at different periods, welcomed him to his pulpit; but
he was not at all insensible to his tendency to extravagance, especially in the
e.irlv part of his career, nor was he slow to exert his influence in checking it.
The consequence was, that while, in some of the adjacent towns and societies,
many became extremely wilij and fanatical, his own people manifested little disposition to depart from Christian order and propriety.
The last time that Mr. W^hitefield preached at Lebanon, ( m y mother, who was
about twelve or fourteen years of age, being present,) he was heard by a vast
crowd of Sparatists from abroad. His text w a s , — " Take not thy Holy Spirit
from me," After Dr, Williams and Mr, Whitefield had retired, these boisterous
spirits, from the adjacent parishes, remained in the meeting house, and became
so perfectly frantic,—jumping,dancing, singing and praying, that the scene seemed
to form a sort of Bedlam. Good Deacon Huntington,—Dr. Williams' right
hand man, having continued in the church, as a witness to what passed, went
straight to his pastor to see if he could not do something to quell the disorder.
Dr. Williams and Mr. AVhitefield both hastened to the church; and, on entering,
such was the noise and tumult on every side, that the presence of the two ministers was not immediately observed. They went forward to the Deacon's seat,
and Mr. Whitefield, stamping his foot with great violence on the floor, exclaimed with a voice of t h u n d e r , — " W h a t means all this tumult and disorder?"
Instantly there was silence through the house; but some of them quickly
remarked that they were so much delighted to see and hear their spiritual
father, and were so filled with the Spirit, that they could not forbear their
demonstrations of joy. Whitefield replied to them with great mildness of manner,—" ily dear children, you are like little partridges, j u s t hatched from the
t'fc'g- l o u run about with egg shells covering your eyes, and you cannot see and
know where you are going." The effect of his gentle expostulation was that
the disorder entirely ceased, and they withdrew quietly to their several homes.
A scene occurred at a private religious meeting at Lebanon during the revival,
which showed the estimation in which Dr. Williams was held by the fanatics of
the day. A boy and girl, of about ten or twelve years of .age, were in difierent
rooms of the house, and each sunk down instantaneously, at the same time, into
isffoon, and continued apparently insensible for many hours. They emerged
simultaneously from their trance; and, when they came to give an account of
their experience, they declared they had been to Heaven, where they saw the
Lamb's Book of Life. In it were the names of several of their acquaintances,
»nd some of them in large letters; but the name of Solomon Williams was in
such small letters as to be scarcely discernible, and was crowded down to the
^"y bottom of the page !
Notwithstanding Dr. Williams adhered firmly to his honest conviction.s of
duty in regard to the revival, he seems to have retained the good will of those
*no differed greatly from each other in their opinion of the work. Dr. Chauncy
'• Boston, who was perhaps its most able and earnest opposer, had a high
'wpcct for Dr. Williams; while Mr. Whitefield, on the other hand, -vvho was the
<^hief instrument in carrying it forward, was his affectionate and devoted friend.
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As a preacher. Dr. Williams was grave, solemn, and impressive, but not a
Boanerges in voice and manner, like Bellamy, Pomeroy, and Wheelock. Until
Mr, Clap assumed the Presidency of Yale College, there had been no Theological
Professor in the institution; and when such a professorship was meditated. Dr.
Williams was the prominent candidate for it. President Clap, while minister at
Windham, having been intimately connected with him, was exceedingly desirous
that he should have the appointment; and so he doubtless would have had, but
that Mr. Clap's leaving his people had produced no little dissatisfaction; and, as
the people of Lebanon were greatly attached to their minister, it was thought
rather a hazardous experiment to transfer two clergymen from the same vicinity
to Yale College, especially, as the College was not, at that time, in good odour
with a considerable portion of the people of the Colony.
Mr. Williams had little apprehension of the evils of African slavery, herein
agreeing with his cousin President Edwards. He looked upon the captives
brought hither, as rescued from immediate death, and considered it a mercy to
the poor Pagans to have found a home, even as slaves, in this land of Gospel
light. He bought an African boy and girl, and taught them to read the Bible;
and the boy gave every evidence of being a sincere believer in Christ. He died
in old age, in the full assurance of Heavenly joys.
The above is the substance of all that I remember to have heard concerning
my grandfather, which you would not be likely to have received from other
sources. I think you may rely upon the whole as entirely authentic.
I am, very respectfully and affectionately, yours in the Gospel,
TIMOTHY STONE.

THOMAS SMITH.*
1722—1795.
THOMAS SMITH was the eldest son of Thomas Smith, a merchant of
Boston, and was born in that town, March 10, 1702. His mother's maiden
name was Mary Curran. He entered Harvard College in 1716, when he
was only fourteen years of age, and was graduated in 1720, Notwithstanding
his extreme youth, he maintained a highly respectable standing as a scholar,
during his whole collegiate course; though it was after he left College, and
when his faculties had become more mature, that he prosecuted his studies
with the greater zeal and to the best advantage. Having determined to devote
himself to the ministry, he engaged, after leaving College, in a course of theological study; and, in April, 1722, received license to preach. His first
efforts in the pulpit seem to have been at Maiden and Sandwich, shortly
after he was licensed ; but, early in the next year, he received a call from
the church in Bellingham, Mass., which, however, on account of his youth
and inexperience in the ministry, he declined. He preached also frequently
in Boston, and the adjacent towns, and attracted considerable attention from
all classes. In the course of the year 1725, he paid two visits to Falmouth,
(now Portland,) and preached there seventeen Sabbaths. This was then
a new place,—the population consisting of only about fifty families. About
the beginning of the next year, he took up his residence there, with a view
* Deane's Fun. Serm.—Extracts from Mr. Smith's Journals.
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to act in tbe double capacity of Chaplain to the troops at the garrison, and
preacher to the inhabitants of the town ; and, notwithstanding the uninviting character of the place, especially in consideration of its exposure to the
incursions if the savages, he cheerfully yielded to the solicitations of the
peoide to devote himself permanently to the work of the ministry among
them.
On the 8th of March, 1727, a church was constituted at Falmouth, and
Mr, Smith was ordained as its first pastor.
In 1743, when the New England churches were so much agitated by the
movements of Whitefield, Mr. Smith was by no means an uninterested spectator of what was passing. His sympathies were decidedly with the party
that favoured the prevailing excitement; and he was one of the large Convention of ministers at Boston, who bore testimony to " t h e late glorious
work of God in the land," In 1745, Whitefield travelled as far East as
F.almouth, and preached in Mr. Smith's pulpit, and in some other places in
the neighbourhood. As there was a division of sentiment and feeling in his
congregation respecting Whitefield, he had no small anxiety lest his appearance among his people should be the occasion of serious disquietude ; but
it happened that, at the time of his visit, nearly all who opposed him were
absent from the place, so that every thing passed off agreeably to his wishes.
Mr, Smith continued sole pastor of the church until 1764, when, in consequeney of his having become too infirm to perform all the required service,
he received the Rev. Samuel (afterwards Dr.) Deane* as his colleague. He
continued, however, to preach in his turn till tbe close of the year 1784 ;
and he occasionally took part in the devotional services of the sanctuary till
within a year and a half of his death. He died May 23, 1795, in the ninetj'^fourth year of his age, and the sixty-ninth of his ministry. He had lived to
see the wilderness around him gradually disappear, and a flourishing town
come up in its place, and three or four prosperous churches growing out
of the one which he was instrumental of establishing at the commencement
of his ministry.
Mr. Smith had three wives. The first was Sarah Tyng, daughter of Col.
Tpg of Dunstable, whom he married in September, 1728: she died in
October, 1742. The second was a Mrs. Jordan of Saco, whom he married in March, 1743 : she died in January, 1763, The third was Mrs.
Elizabeth Wendall, whom he married in August, 1766 : she died in March,
liOO, By the first marriage he had eight children; by the other two,
none. One of his sons, Peter Thacher, was graduated at Harvard
College in 1753 ; was ordained pastor of the church in Windham, N. H.,
September 22, 1762 ; was dismissed in 1790 ; and died in October, 1826,
aged eighty-six. The only publications of Mr, Smith are a Sermon at the
ordination of the Rev, Solomon Lombard,! 1756 ; and a Practical Discourse
to •^ea faring men, 1771.
•>A>irEL DEANE waj born in Norton, Mass,; was graduated at Harvard Collcn;c in 1760;
•M was settled, as statc.l above, as a colleiigue with the Rev, Thoma.s Smith, Oct. 17, 17fi4.
After preaching forty-five years, he received as a colleague the Rev. (now Dr.) Ichabod Nichols
11 June, 18U;t. The def;ree of Doctor of Divinity w.is conferred upon him by Brown Universijy in 1790. He died Xov. 12, 1814, aged about seventy-three. Ho published an Oration on
tbe tth of July, 17;j:i; the i:iection Sermon, 17yl; a Sermon on the death of the Rev, T.
•""th, 17'Jo; a Thanksgiving Sermon, 1795,
t^OLOMON- b'.MBviiD was a native of Barnstalile; was graduated at Harvard College in 1723;
*a-» nrdained minister of Gorham, Me,, Dec. 20, 1756; was dismissed Aug. 15, 17G4; and died
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Mr. Smith kept a journal consisting of a brief record of not only the
events connected with bis personal and domestic history, but of many things
of a more public and important nature. This journal seems to have extended, without much interruption, from 1719 to 1788. I n 1821, copious
extracts from it were published in a duodecimo volume.
The following sketch of Mr. Smith's character is from Dr. Deane's Sermon occasioned by his death :—
'•' This servant of God is a memorable and almost singular instance, not only of longevity, but of continued usefulness in bis sacred employment, in which he acted with
industry and zeal. As a star in the East to lead men to Christ, he shone in the pulpit
with superior lustre; and, for a long course of years, has been considered as tbe most
distinguished preacher in this part of the country.
"Though his voice was always feeble, the excellency of his elocution, accompanied
with a venerable and becoming gravity, rendered his performances very acceptable.
Possessing in high degrees the gift and spirit of. prayer, devotion could not but be
excited in the breasts of the serious part of his audience. In sermons, his composition
was elegant, and his language chaste and correct. Nor was he wanting in animation
and pathos in his pertinent addresses to dift'erent sorts of hearers. He was punctual
and frequent in his pastoral visits to the sick and affiicted, to whom he was an important and able adviser and assistant. His visits were the more highly prized by the
sick, as he was considered as skilful in medicine, which he practised gratis among his
people, for a number of years, in the infancy of the settlement. Watchful against
sectarism, and a steady and decided friend to the Congregational churches, he was
a constant asserter of the doctrine of grace, according to the rational scheme of moderate Calvinism. He knew how to unite orthodoxy with candour and charity; like the
late excellent Dr. Isaac AVatts, whose theological writings he much approved.
" Constitutionally possessed of exquisite sensibility, he was conviiic jd that hia
task was the more difficult to govern himself according to the strict rules of reason
and religion; but this did not deter him from the undertaking. Blest with a singular
strength of memory, v/hich he retained with but little abatement to tbe last, and
with a lively imagination, his conversation was at once instructive and entertaining.
His course of lile was not only regular and useful, but in many rci-pects exemplary
and alluring. Perhaps the must striking traits in his religious character were his spirituality in devotion and communion with God; and his most exact and scrupulous
temperance in all things, which, under God, undoubtedly contributed to the long continuance of a constitution not naturally strong. His hearers can witness how often
he enlivened their souls with the fervency of his addresses to the throne of grace in
public, how ready he was in private to give a spiritual and heavenly turn to conversation; and what a faculty be bad of doing it with dignity and ease,—in a manner not apt to disgust, but to attract and edify. They have observed bis conversation
enough to convince them that his mind was habitually turned to things of everlasting
importance. They have seen how constant and well-directed his endeavours have been
to promote the interest of religion; and how great and laudable his concern for the
welfare of immortal souls."
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JONATHAN EDWARDS.*
1722—1758.
Jox.iTii.'i.N ED"WARDS, one of the great lights, not only of his country,
but of the world, was born at East Windsor, Conn., October 5, 1703. His
tV.tlk'r was the Rev. Timothy Edwards, who, for more than sixty years,
was pastor of the Congregational church in that place. His mother was a
daughter of tbe Rev. Solomon Stoddard of Northampton, and was distinguished by uncommon powers of mind, by great intellectual acquirements, and by a deep and fervent piety. Both his parents were eminently
qualified to aid in the development of a great mind, and in the formation of
an elevated character.
The subject of this notice, while he was a mere child, exhibited powers
of reflection tbat would have been remarkable, even at a maturer period;
but this precocity, instead of indicating, as it often does, merely a mushroom
prowth of the faculties, was only the legitimate opening of a mind which
had in it the elements of mighty power, and was destined to become one of
the briL'htest glories of the age. When he was six years old, he commenced
the study of Latin, under the direction of his father, and very quickly
became a proficient in that and other branches of study. He evinced, from
a very early period, a great relish for philosophical speculations ; and, at an
age when most boys would scarcely have betaken themselves to any thing
more profound than "Robinson Crusoe," he read with interest Locke's
"Essay on the human understanding," Indeed his thirst for knowledge
seemed to be universal; and, if his inclination led him peculiarly into the
region of profound investigation, he was delighted also in exploring the
kingdom of nature, and saw nothing within this vast field of observation
that he considered unworthy of his regard. Having been fitted for College
under the instruction of his father, he became a member of the Freshman
class in Yale College, in 1716, just before he had completed his thirteenth
year. The College was, at that time, in its infancy, and, owing to various
cueumstances, furnished fewer advantages, or rather laboured under greater
disadvantages, than at almost any subsequent period; but such a mind as
™, bent on the highest possible degree of improvement, could not fail of
•"aking extensive acquisitions under any circumstances; and, accordingly,
he maintained throughout his whole collegiate course, the highest standing
in his class, and graduated with the highest honours. I t is hardly necessafy to add that his deportment, while he was in College, was of the most
'exemplary kind, and such as to secure the universal confidence of both his
fellow .-tuJents and instructors.
Fr"ai his curliest childhood, he seems to have been a model of docility
*odfiliulobedience; but his first decidedly religious impressions he received
'luring a season of uncommon attention to religion in his father's parish, at
the age of about seven. Notwithstanding he seems, at this periotl, to have
•ten deeply exercised in religious things, his impressions gradually wore
^'»y, and he was accustomed ever after to regard this as a spurious expe"•••nce; but, towards the latter part of his collegiate course, his mind again
* Hopkins' Life of Edwards,—Dwight's do.
^'OL. I.
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became strongly excited on the subject, and this, as he supposed, marked
the commencement of his religious life. For a considerable time, he
endured the greatest inward struggles, but was at length relieved by a new
and delightful apprehension of tbe truths of the Bible, and especially of
the doctrine of God's absolute sovereignty.
From his graduation in 1720, he continued his connection with College as
a resident graduate, for about two years, during which time he was chiefly
occupied in his preparation for the ministry. He was licensed to preach in
June or July, 1722, a little before he had completed his nineteenth year;
and almost immediately went to New York, by request of a small society
of Presbyterians, to commence among them his ministerial labours. He
supplied their pulpit for about eight months with much acceptance; but,
finding the congregation too small to support a minister, he left them in
April, 1723; and, though they subsequently sent him an earnest invitation
to return, he thought it his duty to decline it. It was about this time that
he formed and committed to paper his celebrated "Resolutions" for the
government of his heart and life, which, though evidently not intended to
be made public, have long since become the property, we might almost say,
of tbe Christian world.
In June, 1724, Mr. Edwards entered on the duties of the Tutorship in
Yale College,—an office to which he had been chosen in September preceding. This ofiice he continued to fill with great dignity and ability until
tbe summer of 1726, when he accepted an urgent invitation from the church
in Northampton to settle over them, as a colleague in the ministry with his
venerable grandfather, the Rev. Solomon Stoddard. Accordingly, he was
set apart to the pastoral ofiice in that church, February 15, 1727, when he
was in the twenty-fourth year of his age.
On the 2Sth of July, 1727, he was married to Sarah, daughter of the
Rev. James Pierpont of New Haven,—a lady of fine talents and accomplishments, and eminently fitted for tbe responsible station she was destined to
occupy. She not only proved a model of Christian prudence, humility, and
activity, but was in the largest sense a help-meet to her husband;—taking
upon herself the oversight of every thing connected with the pecuniary
interests of the family, and leaving him unembarrassed to devote himself
to professional duties and pursuits.
In February, 1729, the whole charge of the congregation was devolved
on Mr. Edwards, by the death of his venerable colleague and grandfather.
In consequence of this additional weight of care and responsibility, his
health soon became materially impaired, and he was obliged to withdraw
temporarily from his public labours. After a few months, however, he
regained his accustomed vigour, and was able to labour as usual; though,
for two or three years succeeding, tbe state of religion in his congregation
was low, and his labours were attended with little visible effect.
During the years 1734 and '35, there was, in connection with his ministrations, one of the most powerful religious awakenings, that have ever occurred in New England. His preaching, during this period, was eminently
doctrinal; and was of the most pungent, heart searching, and often terrific,
character. Among the subjects of the revival were persons of every class
and character; and, for a while, the whole community seemed to have
undergone a moral renovation. Towards the close of 1735, the work began
gradually to decline; after which, there seems to have been no unusual
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attention till the early part of 1740, when there occurred another powerful
revival.
Every one at all conversant with the religious state of things at that day,
knows that the revival, which then spread so extensively through New Enoland
was greatly marred through the prevalence of certain extravagances, which
were the ollspring of a spirit of unbridled fanaticism. Edwards set his face
like a flint against all these erratic movements: he talked against them, he
preached aiiainst them, he wrote against them, with an ability and earnestness worthy of himself He was peculiarly cautious in distinguishing between
true and false experience, and his work on the " Religious affections," while
it will always stand as a monument of the rarest intellectual endowments,
as well as Christian attainments, will no doubt always be considered as one of
the most important guards against a spurious religion.
Until the year 1744, Mr. Edwards' ministry had been not only eminently
ble>t of God, but eminently esteemed and honoured by men. Not a small
portion of his congregation regarded him as the instrument of their salvation ; and even those who did not consider themselves as having been savingly benefitted by his labours, gloried in his extraordinary powers and his
widely extended fame. But, at this period, an event occurred, which threw
a dark cloud over his prospect of both comfort and usefulness in connection
with his charge. He had been informed of some immoral practices which
had been indulged in by some of the young people belonging to his church;
and, after having preached a most impressive sermon on the general subject,
he submitted the matter to the consideration of the church, and they, with
great unanimity, appointed a committee of their own number to co-operate
whh the pastor in a judicial investigation. I t turned out that, among the
guilty persons, were some from nearly all the more respectable families in
the town; and when Mr, Edwards read from the pulpit the names of the
culprits without distinction, it produced a very general disaffection, and a
majority of the church determined that it was not worth while to proceed
with a matter that must give pain to so many families; and, accordingly,
no further steps were taken in reference to it. This deliberate yielding up
of the discipline of Christ's house proved the harbinger of a state of things
yet more deplorable, to be realized in coming years.
The church of Northampton was originally constituted on the principle
that a profession of real attachment to Christ, or a radical change of heart,
18 necessary to an acceptable approach to the Lord's table; and by this
they continued to be governed until about the beginning of the eighteenth
century, when, through the influence of their pastor, the Rev. Mr, Stoddard,
they were brought to adopt a different principle of admission,—namely, that
unconverted persons, provided they are not immoral, have a right, in the
sight of God, to come to this ordinance, Mr. Edwards, from the commencement of his ministry among them, seems to have doubted the correct"'•-•^ of this doctrine ; but his mind was never so settled in an opposite
conviction, that he felt himself called upon publicly to avow it, and to enlist
'" its defence, until the year 1749 ; when he published his "Humble inquiT into the rules of the word of God, concerning the qualifications requisite
^" a complete standing and full communion in the visible Christian Church."
This at once produced tbe most intensi^ excitement in his congregation; and
the purpose was quickly matured for forcing him away from his charge. At
length, it was agreed to submit the case to an ecclesiastical council, consist-
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ing of the neighbouring ministers,—some of whom sympathized strongly
with the people ; and the result was that it was voted in the council by a
majority of one, that his pastoral relation should be dissolved. Mr.
Edwards immediately acquiesced in the decision, and, after a few days,
preached his farewell sermon,—a sermon which was afterwards published,
and which, for awful solemnity and deep pathos, has rarely been equalled.
He continued to reside in Northampton for some time after this, and occasionally preached for them, when they had no other supply ; but the parish
at length had a meeting, and formally voted that he should not be permitted again to enter their pulpit.
Notwithstanding the majority of the church evinced towards him an
exceedingly bitter spirit, there was, during all this time, a small minority,
who were fully convinced of the rectitude of his course, and adhered to
him with an unwavering confidence. Even after his pastoral relation was
dissolved, they were still strongly bent on retaining him among them ; and,
with a view to this, proposed to form a new church of which he should
become the pastor. He had strong inducements to listen to such a proposal,
from the fact that he had then no prospect of finding a new charge in any
other place; but, on the other hand, he feared that the effect of it might
be to perpetuate dissension in tbe town, and thus accomplish more evil than
good. He, however, so far yielded to their wishes, as to refer the matter
to an ecclesiastical council, who, after mature deliberation, came to a decision in accordance with the opinion which he had previously expressed.
The design for which this council had met, not being fully understood, and
suspicion having got afloat that it was for the purpose of taking some
measures to re-establish Mr. Edwards in his pastoral charge,—the council
were assailed in an ungracious and offensive tone. His friends were constrained to acquiesce in the result to which the council were brought, however much they could have wished it otherwise ; and they continued to
testify their affection and gratitude towards him by every means in their
power.
A large portion of those who opposed him, never, so far as is known,
yielded their opposition ; though there were some exceptions. One individual particularly, a lawyer of great eminence, and one of the leading civilians in the Colony, several years after, became deeply sensible that he had
been in an error, and acknowledged it to Mr. Edwards in a letter still extant,
which is full of the strongest expressions of self-condemnation. Mr.
Edwards also addressed a letter to him in reply to this, which is perhaps as
fine a specimen of Christian magnanimity, as has ever been exhibited since
the days of Stephen.
In estimating the strength of principle that was indicated by Mr.
Edwards' course in relation to the matters which led to his dismission, it is
to be borne in mind that he was almost entirely dependant on his salary for
the support of a large family, and that, being considerably advanced in life,
he regarded his resettlement in tbe ministry as at best a matter of great
uncertainty. But he could submit to any thing, rather than sacrifice a good
conscience. He was, however, provided for by his friends, especially his
friends in Scotland, who, on hearing of his trials, immediately sent him a
liberal donation. But it was not long that he was without stated employment. Within less than a year from the time of his dismission, he received
proposals from the chureh in Stockbridge to become their pastor ; and, at
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the same time, proposals from the commissioners at Boston, of the " Society
in London for propagating the Gospel in New England and the parts adjacent," to become the missionary of the Housatonnoc tribe of Indians, who,
at that time, had their residence in Stockbridge and its neighbourhood. A
mission among this tribe had been commenced in 1735, by the Rev. John
.Sergeant, who continued to be connected with it till his death in 1749.
Mr. Edwards accepted the proposals of both the church, and the commissioners, and was accordingly set apart as a pastor and a missionary in July,
17,31. Here he continued for six years; but his more important labours,
during tliis period, were undoubtedly those that were performed in his study.
It was at this time that he found leisure for writing those great metaphysical and theological works,—particularly his work on "Original Sin," and
on the " Freedom of the Will," which must secure the transmission of his
name, as a prodigy of intellect, to the end of the world.
The Presidency of the College of New Jersey having been vacated by
the death of his son-in-law, Mr. Burr, he was induced, though not without
great reluctance, to accept an invitation to tbat oflioe ; thus forming one of
the most illustrious line of Presidents that perhaps any College can boast.
He was accordingly dismissed from his charge at Stockbridge, in January,
1758, and was inaugurated as President at Princeton on the 16th of February following. But scarcely had he entered on the duties of the Presidency,
when the College which had begun to rejoice in the prospect of his eminent
services, was called to lament his sudden death. In consequence of the
prevalence of the small pox in that part of the country, it was thought
expedient that Mr. Edwards, who had never had the disease, should be
inoculated for it; and, accordingly, by advice of the physician, and by consent of the Corporation, he was inoculated in the month of February.
When it was supposed that all danger was over, and every thing indicated
the prospect of a rapid recovery, he was seized with a violent fever,
which resisted all medical skill, and in a few days terminated his life.
He died March 22, 1758, in the fifty-fifth year of his age. During his
last illness, he said but little, and seemed scarcely to have any other desire
than to lie passive in the hands of his Heavenly Father. When he became
satisfied that he was soon to die, he called his daughter to his bedside, (the
rest of his family he had not removed to Princeton,) and charged her with
a most affectionate message to his wife, and his other children, and requested that his funeral should be conducted with the utmost plainness and simplicity .lust before he expired, as some persons present were expressing
their apprehensions for the welfare of the College, in view of the prospect
of another bereavement,—supposing that they were not heard by him, and
that he would never speak again, he said,—"Trust in God and you need
not fear," His death was like the going down of the sun in an unclouded
=ky,
Mrs. Edwards did not long survive her husband. In September, she set
ont, in good health, on a journey to Philadelphia, with a view to bring back
ind take into her family, her two orphan grand-children, wl^ had been
there since the death of their mother, Mrs, Burr, She reached the end of
her journey on the 21st of September, in her usual health. But, in a few
'^^}8. she was seized with a violent dysentery, which terminated her life on
'he fifth day from its commencement. She died October 2, 1758, in the
'orty-ninth year of her age. She suffered greatly during her brief illness.
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but died in perfect peace. Her remains were carried to Princeton, and
buried the next day.
As it would be impossible to do justice to the character of this illustrious
man, without-occupying a greater space than would consist with the general
plan of this work, and as various delineations of his character,—some of
which show a masterly hand, are easily accessible,—instead of attempting
an original sketch, or adopting any already in existence, I shall simply
quote a brief extract from a letter of Dr. Chalmers, addressed to the venerable Dr. Stebbins of Northampton. The remarks are almost precisely the
same that Dr. Chalmers made to me in a private conversation :—
" I have long esteemed him as the greatest of tlieologians; combining in a degree
that is quite unexampled, the profoundly intellectual with the'devotedly spiritual and
sacred, and realizing in his own person a most rare, yet most beautiful, harmony
between the simplicity of the Christian pastor on the one hand, and on the other, all
the strength and prowess of a giant in philosophy; so as at once to minister, from
Sabbath to Sabbath, and with the most blessed effect, to the hearers of his plain congregation, and yet in the high held of authorship to have traversed in a way, that
none had ever done before him, the most inaccessible places, and achieved such a
mastery as had never till his time been realized, over tlie most arduous difficulties of
our science.
" There is no European Divine to whom I make such frequent appeals in my class
rooms as I do to Edwards. No book of human composition which I more strenuously
recommend than his Treatise on the Will,—read by me forty-seven years ago, with a
convictiun that has never since faltered, and which has helped me more than any
other uninspired book, to And my way through all that might otherwise have proved
baffling and transcendental and mysterious in the peculiarities of Calvinism."

The only individual with whom I ever conversed, who had intelligent
recollections of Edwards, was my venerable colleague at West Springfield,
Dr. Lathrop. He told me that, shortly after his settlement, and while he
was yet a boarder in the family of Mrs. Hopkins, Mr. Edwards' sister, Mr.
E . came to pay her a visit. On the very day that he came, and I believe
on his way thither, he heard of the death of his daughter, Mrs, Burr of
Newark. When the time for evening prayers in the family came, Mr.
Lathrop asked Mr. Edwards to condu3t the service ; but he declined, giving
as a reason that his feelings were so intense as to forbid his utterance. He
made the same request of him in the morning, and he complied with i t ;
and Dr, Lathrop told me that, his prayer, in respect to copiousness, appropriateness, tenderness and sublimity, exceeded any thing tbat he ever heard
from mortal lips. He said that he was accustomed to look upon him even
then, almost as belonging to some superior race of beings; though he mentioned one occasion,—an interview with an Arminian clergyman,—on which
he so far forgot himself as to betray a good deal of impatience.
President Edwards had eleven children,—three sons and eight daughters.
The eldest son Timothy, was born July 25, 1738; was graduated at the
College of New Jersey in 1757 ; became a merchant and settled first at
Elizabcthtown, N. J., and afterwards in 1771, at Stockbridge, Mass,, where
he spent the rest of his life. He was a member of the State Council from
1775 to 1780 ; was Judge of Probate from 1778 to 1787; declined the
nomination of Member of Congress in 1779 ; was for many years a deacon
of the chji-cb; and died October 27, 1813, aged seventy-five. The second
son, Jonathan, will form the subject of a distinct notice in the proper place.
Pierpo7it, the youngest son, was born April 8 , 1 7 5 0 ; was graduated at
the College of New Jersey in 1768 ; was an eminent lawyer, and afterwards
Judge of tbe United States District Court for the District of Connecticut;
and died at Bridgeport, Conn., April 14, 1826, aged seventy-six. His third
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daughter, Esther, was born February 13, 1732; was married to the Rev.
Aaron Burr, June 20, 1752 ; and died April 7, 1758. She was the mother
of the second "\'ice President of the United States. His fourth daughter,
Mary, was born April 7, 1734; was married to Timothy Dwight of Northampton, November 8, 1750 ; and had thirteen children, the eldest of whom
was the Rev. Timothy Dwight, D. D,, President of Yale College. She
died at Northampton in February, 1807, aged seventy-three.
Tho following is a list of President Edwards' publications :—God glorified iu man's dependance : A Sermon, 1731. A Divine and supernatural
light imparted to the soul by the Spirit of God: A Sermon, 1734, Curse
yeMeroz: A Sermon, 1735. A faithful Narrative of the surprizing work
of God in the conversion of many hundred souls in Northampton, &c.,
(London,) 1736, Five Discourses prefixed to the American edition of the
prtce.ling, 1738. Sinners in the hands of an angry God : A Sermon, 1741.
t^orrows of the bereaved spread before Jesus : A Sermon at the funeral of
the Kev, William Williams, 1741. Distinguishing marks of a work of the
True Spirit: A Sermon preached at New Haven, 1741. Thoughts on the
Kevival in New England in 1740, 1742. The watchman's duty and
account: A Sermon at the ordination of the Rev. Jonathan Judd,* 1743.
The true excellency of a Gospel minister : A Sermon at the ordination of
the Rev, Robert Abercrombie,t 1744. A Treatise concerning Religious
affections, 1746. An humble attempt to promote explicit agreement and
visilde union among God's people in extraordinary prayer, &c., 1746.
True Saints, when absent from the body, present with the Lord : A Sermon
at the funeral of the Rev- David Brainerd, 1747. God's awful judgments
in breaking the strong rods of the community : A Sermon on the death of
Co!, John Stoddard, 1748. Life and diary of the Rev. David Brainerd,
1749. Christ the example of Gospel ministers : A Sermon at the ordinatiun of the Rev. Job Strong,t 1749. Qualifications for full communion in
the visible church, 1749. Farewell Sermon to the people of Northampton,
L5U. Misrepresentation corrected and Truth vindicated, in a Reply to
Mr. Solomon AVilliams' Book on cjualifications for Communion. To which
i^ added a Letter from Mr. Edwards to his late flock at Northampton, 1752.
True grace distinguished from the experience of devils : A Sermon before
the Synod of New York, at Newark, 1752. Inquiry into tbe Freedom of
the Will, 1754. The great doctrine of original sin defended, 1758, [Those
whieh follow are posthumous.] Eighteen Sermons annexed to the Life of
Edwards by Dr. Hopkins, 1765. The History of the Redemption, (Edinhurgh,) 1777 Nature of True Virtue, 1788, God's last end in the Creation, 1788. Practical Sermons, (Edinburgh,) 1788. Twenty Sermons,
(Edinburgh,) 1789. Miscellaneous Observations on important Theological
subjects, (Edinburgh,) 1793. Remarks on important Theological controversies, (Edinburgh,) 1796. Types of tbe Messiah, 1829. Notes on the
Bible, isofj. Charity and its fruits, 1852.
' JoNATHVN- JuDD was bom at Waterbury, Conn.; was graduated at Y.ale College in 1741;
*»! ordained a Southampton, Mass., June 8, 174:'.; and died July 28, 1803, in his eighty•uarth year.
tROBERT .•\BKRCROMBIB was born in Scotland; was edueiitod at the University of Kdin™V ;«'as ordained at I'olham, Mas.s., Aug. :iO, 174 i ; and was dismissed about the'year 1755.
•letiad the reputation of ln-iiig an eminently Uiirned man.
1 iL ^TROxr, v,-as a native of Norlliam|.tc)ii, Mass.; was graduated at Yale College in 1717;
latKwred for a short time as a missionary aiiiniig tho Indians; was ordained at Portamouth, N .
'l-.on the 2stU of .Tunc, 1749; and died, after a short illness, on tho 3Uth of September
'•'h »t the • • » n f .alwiiit. f.wnntv. seven.
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EBENEZER PEMBERTON, D. D.*
1724—1777.
E B E N E Z E R P E M B E R T O N was the son of a distinguished clergyman in
Boston, of the same name. He was born in Boston in the year 1704, and
was graduated at Harvard College in 1721. His friends had intended him
for a secular employment; but his inclination to a studious. life prevailed,
and he was distinguished during his collegiate course as a scholar, as he was
in after life as a clergyman.
Soon after he commenced preaching, he was appointed by Lieut, Governor
Dummer, Chaplain at Castle William. He found this a retired and agreeable
situation, favourable alike to his comfort and usefulness. One of its chief
attractions was, that it was the residence of the Lieut. Governor, in whom
the polished gentleman was happily united with the devout Christian. Mr,
Pemberton was admitted to the most intimate intercourse with him, and
there grew up a friendship between them which continued to the close of
the Lieut. Governor's life.
Mr. Pemberton's services in the fortress were only preparatory to his
occupying a wider field. The Presbyterian church in the city of New York,
having, in the summer of 1726, become vacant by the removal of their pastor, the Rev. Mr. Anderson, Mr, Pemberton was invited to pay them a visit;
and so acceptable were his public services, that the congregation, though
previously much divided, united in giving him an affectionate and urgent call
to become their pastor, Mr, Pemberton accepted this call, and immediately returned to Boston, where he was ordained to the work of the ministry,
by the Association which had licensed him,—with a view to his taking
charge of the church in New York, Dr. Colman preached his ordination
sermon. He entered on his pastoral charge in 1727, and, for a long time,
held a conspicuous and honourable place among the ministers of the city.
The congregation to which he ministered in New York was, at that time,
a comparatively small one; but, in the year 1739 and the two years following, there was an extensive revival of religion, in consequence of which, both
the church and congregation were not a little increased and strengthened.
In 1740, Whitefield first visited New York, and Mr. Pemberton was the
only clergyman in the city who incited him to his pulpit. In his succeeding
visits he often preached for him, and drew to his place of worship multitudes
of various denominations, some of whom remained there, and ultimately
became members of the church, from their preference to Mr. Pemberton s
ministrations.
The congregation at length became so large, that it was thought necessary to call and settle another pastor ; and, accordingly in 1750, Mr, Alexander Cumming, a licentiate of the Presbytery of New Brunswick, was
ordained as Mr. Pemberton's colleague. Soon after this, difiiculties,—the
embryo of which had existed for some time, appeared in the congregation ;
and, though neither of the pastors took the attitude of a partizan, they
were not left unmolested, even in their neutrality. The result was that, in
October, 1753, they both tendered the resignation of their pastoral charge.
» Smith's Hist, of Neiv York.—Mass. Hist, Coll., III.—Ware's Hist. Disc—Robbins' do.
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Mr. Pemberton, having been for twenty-six years minister of the congregation, and having endeared himself greatly to a large portion of them by his
unwearied devotion to their best interests, was met, in the efi'ort to remove
from them, by a vigorous opposition and an earnest remonstrance. In consequence of this, the committee of the Synod to whom the matter was referred,
determined not to comply with his request immediately, but advised him to
remain one month longer with the congregation, with an understanding that
if, at the end of that time, there should be no favourable change in his prospects of usefulness and comfort, he should have liberty to retire. He consented to make the experiment; but, when the month expired, he left the
aty to the great regret of a large portion of the congregation.
A little before this time, the New Brick church in Middle street, Boston,
had become vacant by the death of their two pastors, Mr. Welsteed and
Mr. Gray; and they immediately and unanimously extended an invitation
to Mr. Pemberton to become their pastor. Indeed, they seem to have been
in correspondence with him on the subject, previous to his leaving New
York. He brought with him the highest recommendation from the Synod,
as one who had " t o an uncommon degree maintained the dignity of the
ministerial character," as "eminently endowed with ministerial abilities,"
4c. His installation at Boston took place on the 6th of March, 1754.
Here he continued to labour during the remainder of his life. He had
three wives—one of them was named Penhallow of Portsmouth, and
another, Powell. He died September 15, 1777, in the seventy-third year
of his age, and the fifty-first of his ministry.
During his residence in New York, he was President of the Board of
Correspondents commissioned by the " Society in Scotland for propagating
Christian knowledge among the Indians in New England, and parts adjacent." In the year 1770, he received the degree of Doctor of Divinity
from the College of New Jersey,—the first degree of the kind which that
College ever conferred.
Dr. Eliot, who was contemporary with Dr. Pemberton during the latter
part of his ministry, and, from being a resident of the same town, was
doubtless personally acquainted with him, thus describes his character:—
His piety was of that fervent kind for which his father was remarkable. He had
not his superior powers of mind, and, in his old age, grew unpopular in his delivery;
jhough, in former times, he drew crowded assemblies by his manner. His reading,
Mwever, was extensive, and his sermons correct in diction and style. He was a CalTiBist according to the principles of our fathers, and zealous against Arminianism, so
•»to provoke the satire of writers "who worshipped the God of their fathers,
Mierthe way •which is called heresy;" but, in the latter years of his life, those who
*we conversant with him, observed a candour and charity to such as entertained difwnt sentiments on some points of doctrine upon which great stress has been laid.
He vehemently aspired after the spirit of the Gospel, and had the consolations of it
dimng a long and trying sickness. Instead of suffering from the fear of death, he
•wmed to possess the peace which passeth all understanding,"'
The following is a list of Dr. Pemberton's publications:—Sermons on
WTeral subjects, preached in the Presbyterian church in New York, 1738.
Aoermon atthe ordination of David Brainerd, 1744. A Sermon at a public
Wture in Boston, 1756. Artillery Election Sermon, 1756. General Elec^n Sermon, 1757. Dudleian Lecture, 1766. A Sermon on the death of
^ Rev. George Whitefield, 1770. A Sermon at the ordination of Isaac
^•'ry. 1771. Salvation by grace through faith: Eight Sermons, preached at
Bflrton, 1774.
Vol. I.
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JOHN LOWELL.
1724—1767.

FROM THE REV JONATHAN F STEARNS, D. D.
N E W A R K , N , J,, July 2, 1852,

Reverend and Dear Sir: I am happy to furnish, at your request, such
notices of the life and character of Mr. Lowell as a residence of fourteen
years in the field of his labours, and my relation as pastor to a church whose
history is closely connected with that to which he ministered, have enabled
me to collect. You are aware that the First Presbyterian church in Newburyport,—my former charge,—was formed in part by a secession, in circumstances of high excitement, from that of Mr. Lowell. In consideration
of this fact, I have been especially cautious of trusting to any traditionary
representations. My chief reliance has been placed upon contemporary
documents, partly his own productions, which came to my notice some years
since in searching for the history of my own congregation. I am also
indebted to the kindness of the Rev. Charles Lowell, D. D., of Boston, for
several important facts connected with the history of his esteemed ancestor.
The results are contained in what follows.
J O H N L O W E L L was born in Boston on the 14th of March, 1703-4. His
.supposed ancestor, Mr. Percival Lowle, came from Bristol in England, and
settled in Newbury in 1638 or '9, He was the son of Mr. Ebenezer Lowell,
a merchant in Boston, and his mother's maiden name was Elizabeth Shaler.
Mr, Lowell entered Harvard College, when a mere boy, at the age of
thirteen, and was graduated at the age of seventeen, in the year 1721. He
preached his first sermon for the Rev. Mr. Storer,* in Watertown, on the
19th of April, 1724, and on the 19th of January, 1726, was ordained as
the pastor of the Third church of Newbury, then recently formed by a separation chiefly from the First church in that town.
Of an amiable disposition, accomplished scholarship, serious regard for
religion, and a high sense of the importance of the sacred ofiice, Mr. Lowell
entered upon the duties assigned him with more than the ordinary enthusiasm.
Under his guidance, the church early agreed to meet once in a quarter "and
renew their covenant with God and one another," and a committee of seven
brethren were appointed " to be joined with the pastor, and the honoured Justices belonging to the church," to meet once a month for the purpose of considering what might be done " to revive dying religion among us, suppress
vice, and promote the peace and welfare of the church." Perceiving that
the work of pastoral visitation, except in emergent cases, had fallen into
neglect atnong the churches in that neighbourhood, he adopted a systematic
arrangement for that purpose, resolving to let no visit pass, without letting
fall " something of a religious nature which might minister grace to the
hearers."
* SETH STORER, a son of Colonel Joseph Storer, was born at Saco, Me,, May 27, 1702; was
graduated at Harvard College in 1720; was ordained pastor of the chureh in Watertown, July
^'J^t' ^'^'^'^^'^'^ November 27, 1774, in the seventy-third year of his age. Dr. Francis,
one of his successors in the pastorate, says of h i m , — " T h e general impression which I have
received of his character, is honourable to him as a man and as a Christian, He discharged the
duties of his office for half a centurv, in a quiet, unobtrusive manner, but with scrupulous diligence and
fidelity,"
J'
1
'
)
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The early part of Mr. Lowell's ministry was, by no means, barren in
spiritual fruits. Accustomed to avail himself of the special providences of
God as occasions for impressing religious truth upon his people, he records
as tbe result of his method, " Many have been the lively seasons which
I have observed, when sickness has been prevalent, and awakened persons to
a great concern for their souls." About a year after his settlement, commenced the well known series of terrific earthquakes which filled New
England with alarm, and created in many an unsophisticated mind the apprehension that the day of final judgment was at hand. The event proved a
powerful agent in arousing the fears and stimulating the religious susceptibilities of great numbers in Mr. Lowell's congregation. During the year
following,—viz, the year 1727, as appears from the records of the church,
one hundred and forty-one professed converts were added to its communion.
The pastor speaks of it many years afterwards as a " happy season."
Mr. Lowell was a very decided Congregationalist, and had a high admiration of the privileges and order of the Congregational churches of Massachusetts. He saw, not without alarm, the advances which Episcopacy was
making in those regions, and especially its introduction within the bounds
of his own parish. Though a man of very catholic spirit, and averse to
controversy, he did not hesitate to wield his pen, and Employ his pulpit, in
defending the cherished policy of the first settlers, and warning his flock not
to " give in to such things as our fathers, for many weighty reasons, fled
from." His procedure on this point gave, at the time, great satisfaction to
his people, who " rejoiced and were thankful that they had a minister who
was capable of so pleading the cause of these churches ;" while " the fathers
and principal brethren of the church gave him their public thanks for his
care and faithfulness to guard against imposition from that quarter." When
reproached afterwards by a party among them for this procedure, his noble
defence was,—" All that I sliall say is, that I abhor bigotry ; yet I think
these churches have some valuable interests to defend ; that I heartily love
all good men of all communions; but, as a minister of one of these churches,
lam obliged to have a care for them and their privileges."
Mr. Lowell's public life lay in a very remarkable period of the religious
history of New England. About fifteen years after his settlement, commenced that memorable religious impulse, spreading over a large part of the
country, and bringing into the Kingdom of God vast numbers of careless
and sinful souls, since known among us as " The Great Awakening." His
relations to this movement were intimate, and form one of the most prominent features of his ministerial life and character. Immediately preceded
by a long season of coldness and indifference, it broke upon tbe slumbering
churches like a thunderbolt ru.shing out of a clear sky ; and not a few of
the respected clergy of the time, regarding religion much more as an affair
of the manners than of the heart, at once set themselves against it in resolute
opvosition. Not so did Mr. Lowell. Not unaccustomed to what are now
called "revivals of religion" from the experience of his earlier ministry, he
welcomed the first beginnings of reviving sensibility, "cherished them and
prayed for their increase," and "hoped," as he says, " i t might be as happy a
•cason as in the time of the earthquake." Under the influence of this hope,
he threw himself with no little apparent heartiness into the work; established
»nd maintained, during one winter, two weekly lectures, freely admitted to
•"* pulpit the famous itinerants and other revivalists of the day, excused the
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irregularities, which, in some cases manifested themselves, hoping " i t was
only something of indiscreet zeal," and even yielded, as he afterwards found
occasion to acknowledge with regret, to the desire of some, that he should
relate publicly his own religious experiences. The warmest friends of the
new movement began to regard him as a special favourite ; and some from
the neighbouring parish, dissatisfied with the opposition of their own minister,
forsook the ministrations of the latter for those of his more zealous brother.
But, though a friend to religious fervour, and glad to see the general mind
aroused to the importance of eternal interests, Mr. Lowell was, by no means,
prepared for such a movement as was then beginning to agitate the entire
community. Seeing the foundations of the great deep beginning to be
broken up, and the sea and the waves roaring as if a coming storm was
near, instead of a distilling shower, the heart of the mild and order-loving
pastor began to fail him for fear. As the work went on, and the excitement
grew more and more intense and pervading, his cautious and conservative
spirit began to get the better of his zeal. Deplorable irregularities unquestionably discovered themselves; the rights of pastors, of which he had a high
esteem, were disregarded by zealous itinerants and inexperienced youths;
proprieties of all sorts were neglected by many, and in some cases, grossly
outraged ; and finding it impossible for him to run fast enough to keep ahead
of the fierce velocity that was hurrying the church forward, he suddenly
halted in his course as one out of breath, and turned aside to walk more
quietly in a different path. The evening meetings were stopped, as tending
to disorder ; the pulpit was closed against the itinerants, because it seemed
plain to him that they were preferred to regular pastors without any regard
to character and capacity. The pastoral visits were omitted as not likely to
be for edification, so long as the feelings of a portion of the people were so
alienated from the pastor, or until the existing high state of excitement
should have opportunity to subside ; and, in the occasional interviews which
took place between him and them, the subject of the "glorious reformation," which, to them, was the all-absorbing theme of thought, was, on his
part, from prudential motives, carefully avoided. The friends of the movement, on the other hand, had gone too far to be willing to halt or slack
their pace, and they pushed on against all his remonstrances. The pulpit
was opened in his absence and without his consent. The perpetrators of
the act, denounced in the public prints of the metropolis, became still more
disaffected. Every day the breach grew wider and wider,—the pastor
began to characterize as a "day of temptation," what the more zealous
brethren thought, " i n honour to the Holy Spirit," deserved to be called a
"day of illumination,"—the style of his preaching became less and less
satisfactory to them, and tbe result was that, in a short time afterwards, a
body of thirty-eight male members of the church, with their families, withdrew from the public services of their own pastor, and united with others in
establishing separate worship,—a monument of which act stands, at the
present day, in the large and flourishing First Presbyterian church of Newburyport.
In bis theological opinions, Mr. Lowell seems to have been a moderate
Calvinist.
The Rev. Dr. Tucker, his next neighbour, and a decided
Arminian, speaks of him as differing in religious opinions from some of his
brethren " i n some matters of a disputable nature." His antagonists in the
times above referred to, who were Calvinists of the straitest sect, expressly
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disavow the idea of charging upon him any doctrinal errors. They tell him,
in vindication of their own position, as if they were confident he would be
entirely satisfied with that assurance, " To your satisfaction, we think we
can heartily and unreservedly subscribe and concur with the well-known
Body of Divinity among you, called the Assembly's Catechism." His
church, at a later day, reproaching the Separatists for having deserted his
ministrations, speak of him as being " a s orthodox, learned and pious a minister as theirs ; blameless in doctrine and life ; neither charged with immorality or error even by themselves." They had charged him with not
preaching with suflicient distinctness, pungency, and direct
application,
such doctrines as man's native depravity and inability, the way of salvation by
the merits of Christ, the work of the Holy Spirit, and " t h e bringing the
sinner off from his own righteousness, to rely entirely on Christ's'righteousness." But they expressly disclaim the intention of charging any error
upon him, according to their own view of the truth; and in complaining
of his want of explicitness, check themselves by the qualification,—" Nor
do we now say that we have had nothing of all this kind; no, but we think
we have had but very little of it to our satisfaction, especially considering
the present day."
His manner of preaching seems to have been earnest, but never vehement
or excited; rather polished than pungent, rather general than explicit or
discriminating. Dr. Tucker speaks of him in this capacity, as "zealous for
the honour of God, and the salvation of precious and immortal souls."
"And under this character," he adds, " you who were the beloved people of
his charge highly esteemed him, and to you his memory will still be dear."
"The Great Author of our being," says the same authority, " and Sovereign Disposer of our circumstances in life, endued him with good natural
powers, whieh, being well improved by close study, under the advantages of
a liberal education, and being early consecrated to the service of God,
qualified him for great usefulness in the world.
" He was not only acquainted with those polite arts and sciences which
distinguished him as a scholar and a gentleman, but was well furnished with
that kind of knowledge which was requisite to forming his character, and
cabling him, while young, to appear with advantage as a minister of the
Gospel.
" In his domestic connections and behaviour, in his private conversation,
both as a Christian and a minister, he maintained a good reputation. He
appeared to have a serious sense of religion upon his own mind, in consequence of which, his general conversation was exemplary, free from every
thing light and vain, and calculated, as became his of&ce and character, to
countenance and recom.mend sobriety and virtue.
"He was a lover of good men, though of difi'erent denominations and different sentiments; and being given to hospitality, his doors were open for
their reception, and they were entertained with kindness and generosity.
And as his great reading and extensive knowledge fitted him to bear a supenor part in social converse, so his conversation was generally highly valued
>* being instructive and entertaining.
"He was far from bigotry and censoriousness, and as he advanced in life,
and approached nearer to that state of perfect peace and love, into which
*e trust he is now entered, he evidently grew in a catholic and charitable
temper."
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Of bis pastoral character, the address of Dr. Tucker to the people at his
funeral, observes as follows : — " Many of you, I am well persuaded, cannot
soon forget how ready he was to assist you in distress; to instruct, to counsel and to warn you, and to encourage and comfort you as there was occasion. As he rejoiced with you in your prosperity, so he was with you in
your sorrows."
" His concern for you who were dear to him—in whose service he spent
his days and strength, for whose salvation he laboured and prayed, his tender concern for you was with him to the last, and was manifested in a very
affecting manner, when approaching near to his great change. For, though
it pleased the great and wise Author of the world, so to order his sickness,
that, from the nature of his bodily distempers, the proper exercise of his
rational powers was greatly interrupted, which rendered him, probably, in a
great measure, insensible of bis approaching dissolution, and deprived his
relatives and friends of those religious advices, exhortations, &c. which
might otherwise have been expected from him; yet some of his last expressions,—intelligible to those who attended him, declared his deep and affectionate concern for his people. He still bore you upon his heart, and with
his expiring breath commended you to the care and blessing of a merciful
God; and is now gone, as we believe and trust, to that gracious and
Almighty Being who is able to answer his prayers, and accomplish all the
ardent wishes of his soul for you."
Mr. Lowell was twice married; first, to Miss Sarah Champney, who died
June 28, 1756; and afterwards to Mrs. Elizabeth Whipple, widow of the
Rev. Joseph Whipple* of Hampton Falls, and daughter of Robert Cutts,
Esc|. of Kittery, N. H. By his first marriage, he had two sons, of whom
one died in infancy, and the other was the late John Lowell, Chief Justice
of the Circuit Court of the United States, and father of Hon. John Lowell,
and the Rev. Charles Lowell, D. D. of Boston. Until near the close of
life he enjoyed good health, and was seldom interrupted in his official duties.
He died in Newburyport May 15, 1767, in the sixty-fourth year of his age.
Mrs, Lowell survived her husband many years, and died at Portsmouth,
having nearly reached her hundredth year.
Hoping the above notices may contribute, in some small measure, to the
furtherance of your design,
I am, with great esteem.
Yours truly,
J. F, STEARNS.
The following is from Dr. Lowell of Boston:—
I have a great respect for the memory of my grandfather. Few, I believe,
have magnified their office more than he. Those who remembered him, and
those who had heard of him from his parishioners, have spoken to me of him in
terms of the highest respect. If I may judge from his library, (a great part of
which is in my possession,) as well as from the few written memorials he has
left, I should think him more learned than most of his contemporaries.
In his theological opinions he was not an ultraist. His spirit was the spirit
of Christ. On a panel in his house in IsTewburyport was a painting by one of
bis parishioners of a meeting of the " Association." The members are seated
* JOSEPH WHIPPLE was bom at Ipswich in 1701; was graduated at Harvard College in 1720;
was ordained pastor of the church at Hampton Falls, N, H,, January 15,1727; and died February 17, 1757, aged fifty-six.
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atthe table, each one with a long pipe, apparently smoking with much satisfaction. My grandfather is at the head of the table, and over a part of the picture
is this inscription, which delights me much—"In necessariis unitas; in non
neeessariis libertas; in utrisque charitas," It must have been suggested, I think,
to the painter, by my grandfather, as I Jiave understood he was a mechanic
belonging to my grandfather's parish. As to smoking, it is a tradition that two
of his parishioners laid a wager tliat if he was called up at any time in the night,
he would appear with his pipe in his mouth. There was a loud knocking at his
door in the night, and he arose from his bed, took his pipe, went into the kitchen, opened the ashes, lighted his pipe, and opened the door to know what was
wanted.
In regard to that state of things rn which the secession from his church originated, I have always believed that his conduct was wise, judicious, and Christianlike,—such as became a minister of the Gospel of Christ, and the pastor of a
Christian church. He was anxious, as he should have been, for a revival of religion among his people; and when there were symptoms of such a revival, he
encouraged them, he laboured more abundantly than ever, and he invited others
to labour with him in his vineyard. But when he perceived that things
were tending to excess, and that persons, whom he deemed unsuitable, were
attempted to be thrust upon him as co-labourers, without his consent, and against
his will, he paused, he resisted, not the work but the workers, and the manner
m which the work was performed. The " zeal of God" that was " not accordmg to knowledge," the "strife and contention" he could not sanction, though,
if the Gospel was preached, in that he did rejoice, yea and would rejoice.
C. L.

THOMAS CLAP*
1726—1767.
THOMAS C L A P was a descendant in the third generation from Thomas
Clapp, who was born in Dorchester, England, in 1597; came to New England in 1630; settled first at Weymouth, Mass., and in 1640 removed to
Scituate, where he was a deacon in the church. He was a son of Deacon
Stephen and Temperance Clap, and was born at Scituate, June 26, 1703.
He was fitted for College, partly at least, under the Rev. James MeSparran,
a missionary to Narragansett from the Society for propagating the Gospel
iu foreign parts. He entered Harvard College at the age of fifteen, and
was graduated in 1722.
The following account of his early religious exercises is from an unpublished "Memoir of some remarkable occurrences" of his life, written by
himself:—
"When I was about seventeen years old, (being then in the College at Cambridge,) I read a Treatise concerning conversion by Mr. Stoddard of Northampton, upon which I thought I had never been really concerted, and was under much concern and distress of mind for a month or
•Hohneg' Life of Stiles.—Holmes' Am. Ann. II.—Millers' Retrospect, II.—Daggett's
'BiVSwn.—Baldwin's Hist. Yale Coll.—Kingsley s do,—Peterson's Hist, of the NarraganWt (Iniich.—Notice of the origin and history of the First church in Newport.—Emery's Taunton tsinigtry.
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two: after which, I thought I was enabled by the Spirit of God to lay hold
upon Christ, and to trust and rely wholly upon his merits, and receive Him
as my Saviour and Redeemer ; and accordingly did seriously and solemnly
give up myself to Him ; promising by the help and assistance of Divine
grace, to forsake all sin, and to live a life of holiness and obedience to God's
commands. And some short time after this, I joined to the chureh in Cambridge, aud found at times great delight and satisfaction in the ways of
religion, I chose the work of the fliinistry, (which I was designed for by my
parents,) for this end,—because I apprehended that in it I should have the
best opportunity of communion with God, and promoting the salvation of
my own soul."
At the close of 1725, he began to preach as a candidate at Windham,
Conn., and was settled there as successor to the Rev. Samuel Whiting,
August 3, 1726.
Of his ministry at Windham, the only record that I have been able to
find is the following, made by himself in the memoir above referred t o : —
" J a n u a r y 1, 1737. I have this last week finished my pastoral visitation
of every family in my parish, and catechising the several children in them.
And I have also taken down the names and ages of every one, so that I
might have a more full knowledge and clear remembrance of every soul
committed to my care and charge, and the circumstances and condition of
each particular person. I find the number of them to be seven hundred
and twenty-two. A great number of souls to depend on the care of one
weak and sinful creature! May God direct and enable me rightly to perform and go through this great work and charge ; that I may bear the
names and circumstances of every one upon my heart at all times, and especially when I approach unto the throne of God, as Aaron bore tbe names of
the children of Israel on the breast-plate upon his heart, when he entered
into the holy place."
The Rev. Elisha Williams having resigned his ofiice as Piector of Yale
College, at the annual Commencement in 1739, Mr. Clap was, on the same
day, chosen to fill his place. But so strong a hold had he upon the affections of his congregation, that it was no easy matter to gain their consent
to part with him. I t was, however, referred to an ecclesiastical council,
consisting of a representation from the several churches in the county, and
they advised to his immediate acceptance of the Rectorship.
In accordance with this result, he was inducted to oifice, with appropriate ceremonies, April 2, 1740. The Legislature, on this occasion, with commendable liberality, agreed to compensate the people of Windham for the
loss of their pastor ; and tbe sum to be given, it was left by the Trustees
of the College and a committee of the parish to three members of the General Assembly to decide. These gentlemen were of opinion that "inasmuch as Mr. Clap had been in tbe ministry at Windham fourteen years,
which was about the half the time ministers in general continue in their public
work, the people ought to have half so much as they gave him for a settlement, which, upon computation, was about fifty-three pounds sterling.
This decision was acquiesced in, and the above mentioned sum was granted
by the General Assembly.
Mr. Clap brought with him to the College a high reputation for general
scholarship, and particularly for a kuowledge of the pure mathematics and of
astronomy. He was also regarded as possessing uncommon energy of char-
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acter, and remarkable qualifications for the transaction of business. Much
was expected from his efforts as the head of the College, and much he actually accomplished. The first great object to which his attention was directed, was the forming of a new Code of Laws ; for, until this time, the laws
of Harvard College had been chiefly the rule, except in cases in which the
Trustees were pleased to make some special provision. The Rector drew
up a new Code,—the materi.als for which he gathered from several difi'erent
sources ; aud this having been adopted by the Trustees, and translated into
Latin, was published in 1748. This was the first book ever printed in New
Haven; and tbe circumstance was regarded sufficiently important to be
noticed on the title page. These laws continued substantially in their original form for twenty-four years, when they were published in English.
Important improvements were also made in respect to the College Library, particularly in the more convenient arrangement of the books, and in
the furnishing of several catalogues to aid the student in finding works appropriate to the different subjects of his investigation. An additional Tutor
was appointed, and there was more of diligent and successful study in the
institution than there had been perhaps at any preceding period. A new
and more liberal Charter, drafted by the Rector himself, was granted by the
Legislature to tho College, in which the "Trustees, partners or undertakers of
the Collegiate school,"—as they had been denominated in the first Charter,
were incorporated by the name of " T h e President and Fellows of Yale
College in New Haven."
In 1747, the number of students had so far increased that the then existmg accommodations afforded by the College edifice were found quite inadequate; in consequence of which, the President projected the plan of a new
luilJing, which was commenced soon after, and was completed in 1752. The
expense was defrayed, partly by means of a Lottery which the General
-Assembly authorized for the purpose, and partly from the sale of a French
prize taken by a frigate belonging to the Colonial Government. Sometime
after this, President Clap moved for the erection of a new College Chapel,
aiil, accordingly, in 1761, the foundation of the building was laid, and, in
L'Jo, it was completed and opened with appropriate ceremonies. The
expense incurred by this enterprise was met, partly by an appropriation from
the Colkgc treasury, partly by a Legislative grant, and partly by private
subscription.
About the time that President Clap came into office, Whitefield made
nis first visit to New England, and by bis preaching produced great religious
excitement. President Clap had no sympathy with his peculiar movements,
M'l apprehended'that they would result greatly to the injury of true religion. Accordingly, he issued a declaration signed by himself and three
Tators, strongly condemnatory of what he deemed Whitefield's erratic course.
In consequence of the divided state of public opinion which now existed
in Connecticut, the College became, to some extent, an object of jealousy,
md the declaration of the President, already referred to, served rather to
aggravate than mitigate the evil. The Rev. Joseph Noyes, then pastor of
tlii-' church in New Haven, was far from being a popular preacher, and, in
Edition to this, his orthodoxy was thought to be not after the straitest
•«'-'t- The officers and students of College, up to this time, had been consid'.rf; 1 ;is furmiug a part of bis congregation ; but, in coiiscf(ucnce of the
prevailing dissatisfaction with his preaching, and some other matters of comVoL. I.
44
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plaint, the President and Fellows, in 1746, voted " that they would choose
a public Professor of Divinity in the College, as soon as they could procure a sufficient support;" and, iu 1752, they voted " t o get a support for
such a Professor as soon as may be; by all such ways and means as prudence may direct." The General Assembly, in October, 1753, lent their
countenance to the object by passing a "Resolve" in which, among other
things, they said, "it was requisite that the students of tbe College should
have the best instructions in Divinity, and the best patterns of preaching
set before them; and that the settling of a learned, pious, and orthodox
Professor of Divinity in the College, would greatly tend to promote that
good end and design."
About this time, as a Professor of Divinity could not immediately be
obtained. President Clap, by request of tbe Corporation, commenced preaching to the students in the College hall. This was regarded by the adverse
party as a grossly irregular procedure,—it being maintained that the College formed a part of the First Ecclesiastical Society of New Haven; and
legal measures were threatened to put an end to what were considered their
schismatical Sabbath day assemblings. This gave rise to a controversy in
which tbe President bore a vigorous and prominent part,—showing his deep
abhorrence of what he regarded the prevailing errors of the times, and his
strong conviction of the necessity of guarding against them with unremitting vigilance.
In 1756, the Rev. Naphtali Daggett of Long Island having accepted the
Professorship of Divinity and entered on its duties,—President Clap conveyed to the College a lot of land for the use of tbe Theological Professor,—
whoever he might be; and at tbe same time apprized the Corporation that,
by the aid of some benevolent individuals in the Colony, he had commenced
building on the said lot a house for the Professor's accommodation. This
communication was received with a suitable appreciation of the President's
generosity.
Notwithstanding the College was now in a state of considerable prosperity, the President, by the pertinacity with which he had insisted onhis favourite measures, had rendered himself in no small degree unpopular with both
clergy and laity. Another controversy was now carried on with no little
spirit, chiefly between Dr. Gale of Killingworth and President Clap, designed on the part of the former to increase the public hostility against the
President and his administration, and on the part of the latter to defend
himself and the College against what he pronounced unfounded accusations.
So deeply was the public mind now impressed with the idea that there were
great abuses in the College that needed to be corrected, that several of the
most influential gentlemen of the Colony,—clergymen and laymen, united
in a memorial to the General Assembly, praying " t h a t the said Assembly
would immediately issue forth a Commission of visitation, enabling some
suitable persons to inquire into all the affairs of the said College; and
either of themselves rectify all abuses, which they may discover, or make a
report of what they shall find, with their opinion thereon to the said Assembly at their next session."
To this memorial the President made an elaborate written reply,—denying most of the facts that were charged in it, maintaining that the Legislature had no right to interfere in the manner proposed, and producing the
confessions of the students that they had been instigated to their improper

THOMAS CLAr,

347

courses by persons not connected with the College. Having read this document, he proceeded to examine, with great ability, and at considerable
length, the arguments which had been urged in favour of the memorial, and
especially of the appointment of Visitors; and he was understood to intimate that, if this offensive project was persisted in, the President and Fellows would make their appeal to the King. Tho result was, that the memorial was dismissed by the Legislature, without any measures being taken in
respect to it.
But the clamours of the enemies of the College were by no means hushed. The institution continue 1 unpopular, and it had to contend against tbe
influence of many of the leading men of the Colony, About this time, two
of the Tutors,—both of them eminently accomplished men, became converts
to the opinions of Robert Sandeman ; in consequence of which, the President insisted that they should resign their office; which they did in 1765.
The remaining Tutor, unwilling to hold his place, after his colleagues had
been virtually dismissed, resigned also. And their successors,—though they
were gentlemen of highly respectable characters and attainments, yet found
themselves placed in such embarrassing circumstances, that, after a few
months, they too vacated their places. In July of that year, the President,
aware of course that he had become extensively unpopular, signified to the
Fellows his determination to resign likewise. The Corporation replied by
expressing their "earnest desire t h a t h e would be pleased to continue in
office as long as Divine Providence should permit, or at least till the next
Commencement," He accordingly presided and conferred degrees at the Commencement in September, and then took his leave of the College in a Valedictory address, in which he dwelt at length on the improvements which had
been made during his administration, and stated that " i n consequence of
his age and infirmities, and strong desire of private life, he resigned his
office," The Corporation, on the same day, passed a vote expressive of
their high estimation of his character and services, and of their best wishes
for his future and eternal well-being.
President Clap lived but a short time to enjoy the retirement which he
had coveted. He died in New Haven, after a short illness, January, 7,
lTiJ7, in the sixty-fourth year of his age. His funeral was attended the
next day, in the College Chapel, and an appropriate sermon preached by
the Rev. Naphtali Daggett, Professor of Divinity.
President Clap was married in 1727 to Mary, daughter of his predecessor in the ministry,—the Rev. Samuel Whiting of Windham. They had
five children, only two of whom reached maturity. One of these was
married to David Wooster, afterwards a Major General in the Revolution;
and the other to the Rev. Timothy Pitkin* of Farmington. Mrs, Clap died
greatly lamented, August 9, 1736, in the twenty-fourth year of her age.
In an obituary sketch of her, it is said that her husband's "grief seemed
inconsolable: he mourned sore like a dove," He left among bis private
writings a somewhat minute delineation of her character, from which it
would appear that she was eminent in every virtue and accomplishment. In
"TIMOTHY PITKIN was the son of Governor Pitkin of Conn,, and was born at East Hartford
in 1727. He was graduated at Yale College in 17 17 ; was a Tutor in that College in 1750-51;
yMordaint-d pastor of tho church in Farmington, in .Tune, 17.'")2; waa dismissed on account of
ill health, June 15,1785; and died July 8, 1812, in the eighty-sixth year of his age. Ho was
'member of the Corporation of Yale College from 1777 to 1804, His son, the Hon. Timothy
Pitkin, is well known both as an historian and a statesman.
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1740, he was married a second time,—to Mrs, Mary Saltonstall, the widow
of Capt, Roswell Saltonstall of .Branford, Conn. By this marriage he had
no children.
The following is a list of President Clap's publications:—A Sermon at
the ordination of the Rev. Ephraim Little,* 1732. An Introduction to the
study of Philosophy exhibiting a general view of all the arts and sciences
for the use of the pupils, 1743. A Letter to a friend in Boston, 1745. A
Letter to the Rev. Jonathan Edwards of Northampton, expostulating with
him for his injurious reflections in his late Letter to a friend, 1745. The
Religious Constitution of Colleges, especially of Yale College, New Haven,
1754. A brief History and Vindication of the doctrines, received and
established in the Churches of New England, with a specimen of the new
scheme of religion beginning to prevail, 1755. An Essay on the nature
and foundation of moral virtue and obligation, 1765. Annals or History
of Yale College, 1766. Conjectures upon the nature and motions of meteors
which are above the atmosphere, (posthumous) 1781.
President Stiles has left the following honourable testimony to President
Clap in his Literary Diary :—
'• P r e s i d e n t Clap was possessed of strong mental powers, clear perception and solid
j u d g m e n t . Though not eminent for classical learning, he had a competent knowledge
of the three loarned languages. H e was well versed in algehra, optics, astronomy,
a n d tho general course of e x p e r i m e n t a l philosophy. I n m a t h e m a t i c s and natural
philosophy, I have not reason to t h i n k he was equalled by any man in America,
except t h e most learned Professor W i n t h r o p . Many others indeed excelled him in
t h e mechanic application of t h e lower b r a n c h e s of t h e m a t h e m a t i c s ; but he rose to
sublimer heights, and became conversant in the application of this noble science to
those extensive laws of n a t u r e , which regulate t h e most extensive phenomena, and
obtain t h r o u g h o u t the stellary universe. I have known him to elucidate so many of
t h e abstrusest theorems and ratiocinia of Newton, t h a t , I doubt not, the whole Principia oi th&t illustrious philosopher was comprehended by h i m ; a comprehension
which, it is presumed, very few m a t h e m a t i c i a n s of t h e pi'esent age have attained.
WoUaston's Religion of N a t u r e was the basis of his Moral Philosophy, and Westminster Calvinism was his Theology. He had thoroughly studied the Scriptures, and had
read t h e most eminent Divines of the last two h u n d r e d y e a r s . In his peculiar manner, he h a d c.\arained so m a n y a u t h o r s , t h r o u g h the t r a c t of time from Jerome to the
present d a y . as well as the three more primitive ages, t h a t , on the fundamental doctrines of religion, I believe him to have been possessed of the sentiments of the whole
Christian world. History, ancient and m o d e r n , political a n d ecclesiastical, he was
well versed in. Ho had deeply studied t h e history of the Assyrian e m p i r e ; that of
G r e e c e ; t h a t of the R o m a n empire, through all its periods, and particularly its mutation
into an ecclesiastical S t a t e . Ho studied t h e rise of M a h o m e t i s m ; the Saracenic conq u e s t s ; the dominion of t h e Caliphs and M a m e l u k e s ; the extensive spread of thia
religion, and t h e final partition of the interest into several empires. He had formed
an idea of t h e powers of E u r o p e , their connections, balances, and leading springs of
policy; and h a d a r r a n g e d the principal events and revolutions of the several ages,
from antiquity to t h e present d a y . He t r a c e d and considered with the closest attention t h e causes of greatest e x t e n t , and most forcible operation, in effecting public
events, which, like the laws of n a t u r e , carry in themselves t h e certain futurition of
their p h e n o m e n a . H e well u n d e r s t o o d t h e history and geography of the Bible; and
took great pains to consider t h e verification which it naturally gave and received
when compared with profane history. H e was well read in the F a t h e r s , and had
examined all t h e remains of the antiquities of the Primitive Church. H e studied the
police, worship, and discipline of t h e Church, in t h e three first and two last ages. He
greatly studied the councils, general and provincial, and in them was thoroughly
versed. H e was considerably read in the common law of E n g l a n d , and in tlie municipal laws of his c o u n t r y . H e was also well versed in the Jus Civile, the Institutes
of J u s t i n i a n , the P a n d e c t s , t h e Novellee; and from the canons, the decretals of the
* ^EPHKAIJI
LI'TTLE was
. ...I........ ijiiiuii.
wtLB aa. descendant
uesuBiiuauL of
oi Thomas
xiiomaB Little,
jjituie, who
wiiu was
way settled
BCLLI in Plymouth shortly
ite; was
after the year 1630: was the son of David Little, a lawyer ef Scituate;
was graduated
graduated at
at H.
Har
1732: and died in 1787.
vard College in 1728; was ordained at Colchester, Conn., Sept. 20, 173:
""

THOMAS C L A P .

349

Popes, he had obtained such a general knowledge of ecclesiastical law, that he would
have honoured a Doctorate in both laws.
" The labours of his office left a most contemplative mind but a few hours for reading. But he had a happy and advantageous method of reading; he always studied
on a system or arrangement with respect to some whole, and read to purpose, A
voluminous library before him.—he treated, as a collection of reports, books delivering the knowledge and reasonings of the learned world on all subjects of literature.
He seldom read a volume through in course. Having previously settled in his mind
the particular subjects to be examined, and what on any subject he needed to ascertain, he then pitched directly on the book or books, and those parts in them which
would elucidate the subject of his enquiry. He would thus, with discernment and
despatch, run over flfty volumes, if necessary, and select whatever they contained in
point, and thus proceed till he made himself master of the subject,—generally passing unconcernedly over the rest, however attractive and Interesting. He thus amassed
and digested a valuable treasure of erudition, having prosecuted almost all the variety
of capital subjects in the whole circle of literature.
" He was indefatigable in labours, both secular and scientific, for the benefit of the
College; there being proof of the one in his building a College edifice and chapel,
and of the other in his frequent public dissertations on all kinds of literature.
"As to his person, he was not tall; yet, being thick set, he appeared rather large
and bulky. His aspect was light, placid, serene, and contemplative. He was a calm,
still, judicious, great man."
Doctor Dwight, in his Statistical account of N e w H a v e n , t h u s speaks of
President C l a p : —
"His characterTvas extensively given in a manner highly honourable to him, in an
Appendix to the Life of President Stiles, from the Diary of that gentleman, by the Rev.
Dr. Holmes of Cambridge. As President Stiles knew him intimately, the character
which he has given of him cannot be questioned. To him who reads his character,
there will remain little doubt that he was the greatest man who ever sat at the head
of this institution,
"Mr, Richard Woodhull, who was five years under his administration, and was
himself eminently distinguished for his learning and science, once gave me the following character of President Clap, in answer to some inquiries. Which I made concerning
this subject, ' If I were to give his character in concise terms,' said Mr, Woodhull, ' I should give it in this manner: In whatever company he was, and whatever
was the subject of conversation, he appeared evidently to understand it more clearly
and more comprehensively than any other person present.' As Mr. Woodhull had,
not long before, had a controversy with President Clap, he cannot be supposed to
have been prejudiced in his favour. The only serious defect in his Presidential character was, that he was prone to consider boys as being men."
There were two other clergymen in N e w E n g l a n d , of the name of Clap,
who exercised their ministry chiefly during the first half of the eighteenth
century,—the R e v . Nathaniel Clap of Newport, R . I . , and the R e v .
Thomas Clap of T a u n t o n , Mass.
NATHANIEL C L A P was a son of Nathaniel Clap, and grandson of Deacon
Nicholas Clap, a settler of Dorchester in 1 6 3 6 . H e was born in J a n u a r y ,
1668, and was graduated at H a r v a r d College in 1 6 9 0 . H e began to preach
it Newport in 1695, and continued his labours there under many discouragenients, till a church was formed, of which he was ordained pastor, Novem^ r 20, 1720. T h e church flourished u n d e r his ministry, and considerable
idditions were made to it for about three years, when the pastor ceased to
*dnunister the L o r d ' s Supper, under the impression t h a t the members were
"not of sufficiently holy c o n v e r s a t i o n " to have the ordinance administered
to them. About the same time, he refused to baptize an infant whose parentB were members of t h e chureh, on the ground t h a t he doubted whether
they had been the subjects of a genuine conversion. This gave g r e a t
offence, and kindled a fire t h a t was not extinguished for many y e a r s . O n
tic 20th of J u l y , 1724, the church addressed a respectful request to their
P*8tor that he would consent to their having ^recourse to other churches for
sacramental p r i v i l e g e s ; b u t the application was unsuccessful. I n J u l y ,
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1725, they proposed to remedy the evil by providing him a colleague;
but this too he virtually declined. The church and congregation being
resolved not to submit longer to this state of things, obtained, for a short
season, the services of Mr. Benjamin Bass,* and afterwards, of Mr. John
Adams.t Mr. Clap, after a while, refused to permit Mr. Adams to preach,
—occupying the pulpit himself both parts of the day. This exasperated
the people to such a degree, that nearly half of both church and congregation withdrew, and met in a separate place, under Mr. Adams' ministry.
In 1728, an ex-parte council was called, which met on the 3d of April, and
recommended .that, inasmuch as Mr. Adams had received a valid call to
become colleague pastor, Mr. Clap and his friends should consent to his
ordination; but if this was declined, they further advised that the aggrieved
party should form a separate church under Mr. Adams' ministry. They
recommended that both parties should use the same house of worship for
the time being,—one in the morning, and the other in the afternoon, with
their respective pastors. As Mr. Clap persisted in refusing to associate
with Mr. Adams, a new church was organized, of which Mr. Adams was
ordained pastor, April 11, 1728. This was the origin of the Second Congregational church of Newport. Mr. Clap continued his pastoral care over
the First church till bis death, though he abandoned the house of worship
to Mr. Adams and his church. A little more than a year before his death,
Mr. Clap received as a colleague, Mr. Jonathan Helyer,^. He died October 30, 1745, aged seventy-seven.
In 1740, when Whitefield arrived at Newport from Charleston, he called
upon jMr. Clap, and he speaks of him as the most venerable man he ever
saw, " He looked like a goo 1 old Puritan, and gave me an idea of what
stamp those men were, who first settled New England. His countenance
was very heavenly, and he prayed most affectionately for a blessing on my
cominti to Rhode Island. I could not but think that I was sitting with one
of the patriarchs. He is full of days, a bachelor, and has been a minister
of a congregation in Rhode Island upwards of forty years." Dean Berkley, who esteemed him highly for his good deeds, said,—"Before I saw
Father Clap, I thought the Bishop of Rome had the gravest aspect of any
man I ever saw; but really the minister of Newport has the most venerable appoarance."
Tiio.u.vs C L A P , a son of John Clap, and a cousin of President Clap, was
born November 11, 1705 ; was graduated at Harvard College in 1725; and
was or.lained the fifth minister of Taunton in 1729. He resigned his
charge in 1738, on account of some difiiculty in collecting his salary, and
returned to Scituate, his native place, where he spent the rest of his life,
* B[;Nj.i.MiN BASS was a native of Braintree; was graduated at Harvard College in 1715;
was (irdained pastor of the church in Hanover, December 11, 1728; and died in 1758, aged
sixty three.
t JOHN ADAMS was the only son of the Hon. John Adams of Nova Scotia, and was graduated at Harvard College in 1721. He was dismissed from his pastoral charge at Newport, on
the 25th of February, 1729-30. He died at Cambridge in January, 1740, at the age of thirtysix. He was distinguished for his geni's, learning, and piety. He is said to have been master
of nine languages, and conversant with the most famous Greek, Latin, French, and Spanish,
as well as English, authors. He published a Sermon preached at his ordination, 1728, and a
Poem on the love of money. In 1745, there was published a small volume of his Poems,
origi jal and translated, which are distinguished for harmonious versification, and some of them
for a d.'vout spirit.
J JONATHAN HELYEK was a native of Boston; was graduated at Harvard College in 1738;
was oidiiincd at Newport, June 20, 1744; and died May 27, 1745. " He was a very ingenious
and excellent man."
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as a lay member of society. He was Colonel of the militia, Justice of the
Peace, for many years a Representative of the town, and also a Judge of
Plymouth county. He was struck with the palsy, while presiding on the
bench in Plymouth Court, which was the commencement of a protracted
decline that terminated in death. He died May 31, 1774, in the sixtyninth year of his age.

JOSIAH SMITH.*
1726—1781.
JosiAii S M I T H was born in Charleston, South Carolina, in the year
1704. lie was the son of George Smith, who died at the age of seventynine ; and the grandson of Thomas Smith, who had been Landgrave and
Governor of the Province. He was graduated at Harvard College in 1725 ;
and was the first person from Carolina who ever received a degree from a
College. Within about a year after his graduation, he began to preach ;
and, on the 11th of July, 1726, was ordained in Boston to the work of the
ministry, the sermon on the occasion being preached by himself. He performed bis ministerial function at different periods in Bermuda, in Cainhoy,
and in Charleston.
In 1720, he maintained a learned disputation with the Rev. Hugh Fisher t
on the riglit of private judgment.
In 1740, when Whitefield was forbidden to preach in the Episcopal
churches in Charleston, Mr. Smith invited him to occupy his pulpit, and was
willing to let the world know that he heartily espoused his cause. He even
preached and published a sermon justifying his course,—on the t e x t — " I
also will show my opinion."
In 1749, after he had been actively engaged in the duties of tbe ministry
about twenty-three years, he received a stroke of the palsy, from which he
never recovered so far as to be able to articulate distinctly. He nevertheless
continued to occupy himself in writing sermons, and many of them were
published. So reluctant was he to give up preaching, that he requested as
a favour that he might be allowed to deliver one sermon a month in the
church in which he had been accustomed to officiate. His request was compiled with ; and his friends, from a regard to his feelings, listened patiently
to liliu ; tliougb his tongue, from the effect of the palsy, performed its ofiice
so impcrfcetly that they could understand but little tbat he said.
Mr, Smith was an earnest friend to the cause of American independence.
As he was seventy-two years old when independence was declared, and withal
*ai labouring under great bodily infirmity, it was of course out of his power
to render his country any active service ; but his eyes were open to the signs
of the times, and his heart was awake to every movement in favour of national freedom. On the surrender of Charleston, he became a prisoner of war,
• Ramsay 8 Hist, of South Carolina,—Hist, of the Circular Church, Charleston,
j l l r t n I'isHKR was the second pastor of a Congregational church in Dorchester, South Car•UM, and died Oct, 6, 1734.

352

TRINITARIAN CONGREGATIONAL.

and as such was paroled. He observed his parole conscientiously and
faithfully, showing that his principles were too strong to yield to any consideratiofls of prudence or expediency that could be urged upon him. In
the year 1781, when he was in his seventy-seventh year, he, with the family
of his son, Josiah Smith,—then a prisoner in St. Augustine, were all ordered
away from Charleston, and were landed in Philadelphia. He died, however,
in October of that year; and his body was interred within the walls of the
Arch-street (Presbyterian) church, between the remains of his two friends,—
the Rev. Grilbert Tennent and Dr. Finley, late President of the College of
New Jersey. He had always expressed the utmost confidence in not only
tbe righteousness, but the ultimate success, of the American cause, even
when the prospect seemed darkest ; and he had a strong desire to live to
witness its complete triumph. Though this was not permitted to him, he
did live till after the surrender of Lord Cornwallis,
Dr Ramsay writes thus concerning him :—
" Mr. Smith was arespectahle preacher, a learned Divine, and a writer of considerahle reputation. * * * His venerable age, distinguished eminence in the Church
as a man of learning and piety, his steady patriotism, and personal sufFsrings in the
cause of liberty, excited a general sympathy in his behalf. Though he died a stranger
in a strange hand, he was particularly honoured."
The following is a list of his publications:—A Sermon preached at Boston, 1726. A Discourse delivered at his ordination, 1726. The Spirit of
God a holy fire : A Sermon, 1727. The duty of parents to instruct their
children : A Sermon, 1727 The young man warned: A Sermon, 1729.
Solomon's caution against the cup : A Sermon, 1729. Huiuan impositions
proved unscriptural, 1730. Answer to a Sermon of Hugh Fisher, 1730.
The Divine right of private judgment vindicated ; in answer to the Rev.
Hugh Fisher's Postscript, 1730. Character, preaching, &c., of the Rev,
George Whitefield, impartially represented and supported : A Sermon, 1740.
Jesus persecuted in his disciples : A Sermon, 1742. A Sermon on the death
of Hannah Dart, 1742. Letters to W Cooper, 1743. Zeal for God
encouraged and guarded : A Sermon, 1745. A volume of Sermons, 8vo.,
1752. The church of Ephesus arraigned: the substance of five short Sermons constructed into one, 1765.
Mr. Smith left two sons and two daughters. One of his sons, Josiah,
upon whom, in his later years, he depended chiefiy or entirely for support,
was distinguished for an accurate knowledge of business, as well as for
integrity, benevolence and patriotism. He died at Charleston in the year
1826, at the advanced age of ninety-five.

HABIJAH WELD.

353

HABIJAH WELD.*
1727—1782.
HABIJAH W E L D was born at Dunstable, Mass., September 2, 1702.
He was graduated at Harvard College in 1723, and was ordained pastor of
the rir.-^t church and society in Attleborough, October 1, 1727.
In the revival of 1740, Mr. Weld engaged with great interest and untiring zeal. His own church shared largely in i t ; and, though the town was
then but sparsely settled, not less than two hundred persons were added to
Ills church. Among these was Naphtali Daggett, afterwards the Rev. Dr.
Daggett, President of Yale College; and the father of the Rev. Dr. Jonathan Mascy, who was President successively of Brown University, Union
College, and Columbia College in South Carolina.
Mr. Weld continued the sole minister of the town until November, 1748,
when a second church was organized, and the Rev. Peter Thacher t was
constituted its pastor. Mr. Weld and Mr. Thacher were of kindred views
and feelings, and co-operated in the exercise of a truly fraternal spirit, for
the accomplishment of the great objects of the ministry.
Mr. AA'eld's ministry, though a highly favoured and successful one, was
exercised in a quiet country place, and appears not to have been marked
by many striking incidents. He laboured on from year to year with the same
earnest and self-sacrificing spirit, in the midst of a people of simple tastes
and manners, who yet knew how to appreciate his exalted worth. At
length, after he had grown old in his Master's service, and had been, for
some time, the patriarch of bis region, he had a most gentle and gracious
•ummons to enter into rest. The circumstances of his death, as they have
'me down in his family, were as follows :—He had often expressed a wish
that, if it were God's will, he might be saved from a lingering death ;—
that he might die in his pulpit, or in his study, where he had so often been
at home with his Heavenly Father, and felt himself on the borders of the
world of glory. It was also frequently a subject of prayer with him, that
he might retain the use of his faculties to the last, and might know when
the momentous change was about to take place. On the Sabbath immedi't-ly preceding his death, he was in his pulpit and of&ciated as usual. The
xt day, his daughter accompanied him to Pawtucket, where she expected
to remain a few days with her friends. He rode into Providence; and, on
his return, called a moment at the house where she was, and, on leaving
her, said with a cheerful smile,—"God willing, my dear, I will come for
you at the time appointed : till then I trust you will be very happy in the
•^0 kty of your friends;" and bade her farewell. He rode directly home;
"Ut, contrary to his usual custom, passed immediately round to the back
'I'jor of the house. His wife and servant, suspecting that he was ill, went
'•^^ to meet him; and, on stepping from the carriage, he took Mrs. Weld's
•Thacher's Fun. Serm.—MSS. from several of his descendants, especially tho Rev. 0. A.
lijlor.

, J " * " R THACHER was a son of the Rev. Peter Thacher of Middleborough; was graduaim'''J'^"^**"^*^ * ""^?® in 1737; was ordained minister of Attleborough, Nov. 30, 1748; was
rr""™) soon after his settlement, to Uctbiali, daughter of Deacon Obadiah Carpenter; had
M H ' I ° " terminated by a stroke of paralysis; and died Sept. 13, 1785, aged seventy. Ha
» Z " "^ '^ Sermon on the death of the Kev, Habijah Weld, 1782; and a volume of his Ser"^Mwas published after hia death.
\UL, I,
45
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arm, and made out with difiiculty to get inside of his dwelling. By
his request, he was immediately led to his study, where he succeeded, with
assistance, in laying himself upon his bed. Dr. Mann, who was the nearest
neighbour of the family, was with him immediately; and as he seemed to
linger a little in his preparation to bleed him, Mrs. Weld asked him with
some impatience the cause of his delay. " W h y , Madam," said the Doctor, "look at him,—he is doing his own work." He closed his own eyes,
and clasped his hands, as if in prayer, and without the least convulsion, or
any apparent suffering, passed to higher scenes. Within five hours from
the time he left his daughter in his usual health and spirits, she stood a
weeping mourner beside his corpse. He died May 14,1782, in the eightieth
year of his age, and the fifty-fifth of his ministry. A sermon was preached
on the occasion of his death by his friend and neighbour, the Rev. Peter
Thacher.
Mr. Weld was married, about the year 1727, to a daughter of the Rev.
John Fox* of Woburn. They had fifteen children,—five sons and ten
daughters; all of them born between September, 1729 and September,
1750.
Three of them only died in infancy. Three of the sons studied
medicine. Two of these died on their approach to manhood; and the
youngest,—the only one who reached mature life, was settled in Pomfret,
Conn., and had only one child, a daughter, who died in 1767. Eight of
the daughters were respectably married, and one of them, A7ina, was the
wife of the Rev. Ezra W e l d t of Braintree, Mass., who has many descendants in different parts of the country.
FROM THE HON, DAVID DAGGETT, L. L. D.
MEMBER o r THE UNITED STATES SBN.iTE, CHIEF JUSTICE OF THE SUPREME COURT OF
CONNECTICUT, &C.

NEW-HAVEN, May 4,

1850.

Dear Sir: The Rev, Habijah Weld, concerning whom you enquire, was the
first clergyman of whom I had any knowledge. My parents were members of
his congregation at the time of my birth, so that I was baptized by him, and
spent my childhood and early youth under his ministry I had the utmost
veneration for his character tlien, and it has never lessened with advancing years;
and my recollections of him now, at the age of nearly eighty-six, seem to me
almost as vivid as ever. It is no burden to me to comply with your request, in
recording my reminiscences of that truly great and excellent man; and I am
happy to say that my own recollections are in most respects fully confirmed,
and somewhat enlarged, and in one or two cases, slightly corrected, by a manuscript containing traditionary reminiscences by one of his descendants, that has
lately been submitted to me,
Mr. Weld was, in his person, above, rather than below, the middle stature;
and, towards the close of his life, somewhat inclined to corpulency. He had a
noble, well proportioned form, and his personal appearance altogether was
uncommonly attractive. In his intercourse with society, he was uniformly
* JOHN Fox is said to have been a descendant of John Pox, the martyrologist. He was the
son of the Rev. Jabez Fox of Woburn; was graduated at Harvard College in 1698; was
ordained as successor to his father, Oct, 4, 1703; and died Dec. 12, 1756, in his seventyseventh year. He published the substance of two sermons soon after the earthquake, 1728.
His father, Jabez Fox, was a son of Thomas Fox, (probably of Cambridge,) was graduated
at Harvard College in 1665, was ordained pastor of the church in Woburn Sept, 5, 1679, and
died of small pox, Feb, 28, 1703, aged fifty-six. His widow, Judith, married Col. Jonathan
Tyng, and died June 5, 1736, in her ninety-ninth year.
t EZRA W E L D was graduated at Yale College in 1759, and died in 1816, He published a
Sermon at the ordination of Samuel Niles, Abington, 1771; a Fast Sermon on Christian union,
at Wrentham, 1794; a Fast Sermon, 1799. He was a native of Pomfret, Conn.
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di<niified and scrupulously polite, never omitting even the smallest attentions
that propriety dictated towards those around him. His conversation was easy
and agreeable, not unfrequently humorous and enlivened bj' entertaining anecdotes, but never descended to any thing that was inconsistent with the dignity
of his character or station. He was naturally of an ardent temperament ; but
he had acquired, by rigid discipline, a remarkable self command, so that he rarely,
if ever, uttered a word, or performed an act, that could give reasonable offence
to any one. At the same time, he was a stern reprover of vice of every kind ;
and the profane, the intemperate, the idle, quailed before him; but his manner
was always such as to leave a strong impression of the perfect purity of his
motives. If he discovered in his brethren in the ministry,—as he sometimes did,
any thing that seeme'd to him unclerical or unbecoming, he was sure to administer an ali'eetionate but decided reproof; and in one case, after having done this in
respat to a young clergyman, he received for a n s w e r , — " You are right. Brother
Weld, in all that you have said; but it is hard to be reproved by one who will
never give me a chance to reprove in my t u r n . "
Mr. Weld was distinguished for eminent piety, and the most exemplary devotion to his work. He laboured in season and out of season, with a singleness
of purpose and a vigour of effort, which have never been surpassed within the
circle of my observation. During a ministry of fifty-five years, he was never
kept from the pulpit for a single Sabbath, by ill health, nor suffered any interruption in his more private pastoral duties. His prayers were uncommonly
sok'nin and impressive, and were felicitously adapted to the circumstances of
individuals, or of his congregation, or to the peculiar state of the times. He
generally, if not uniformly, wrote his sermons at full length, and read from the
manuscript; though he had good extemporaneous powers, and sometimes exercised them M'ith very considerable effect. He adhered, with great tenacity of
conviction, to the doctrines of the Assembly's Catechism, and preached them
with corresponding boldness and earnestness. He often lifted up the voice of
reproof in public as well as in private. No flagrant abuse in any of the departments of society could come to his knowledge, but that he made it the theme of
fearkss and unsparing rebuke from the pulpit; and even the indecency of going
to sleep in the house of God, if he noticed it, was sure to draw from him a
pointed expression of disapprobation.
He was most remarkable for his observation of the Sabbath;—remarkable to
»degree which, at this day at least, has no parallel. If he had labourers at
vork for him on Saturday, no matter what might be the urgency of the case,
they were uniformly dismissed at so early an hour as to enable them to reach
nonie before sunset. The cows were milked, the cattle were fed, the vegct.ibles
for the next day prepared, and nothing left for the Sabbath, but works of neces-'ty and mercy,—all before the going down of the sun; and when that hour
ame, he called his family together, and read and prayed with them until nine
o'clock, when they severally retired to rest. And when the Sabbath morning
ttnie, not a room was swept, nor a bed made, nor any secular service that could
pofsihly be dispensed with, performed, till after the hour of sunset, which he
Mnsidered as closing the day.
In the management of all his domestic concerns, he was governed by the
5tn(te.>;t method. He had certain rules to which his children, labourers, and
^"ants, were required to submit, and the observance of which seems never to
*^c been burdensome. Breakfast was always ready precisely at six, dinner at
*«'^c, and supper at six in the evening. He never visited after supper, and
"M^fr allowed his family to do so.
•u WeFil miglit be considered, for that period, or perhaps any period, a
<althy clergyman. Besides his farm in Attleborough, which lie purcliased, he
* handsome property in the then District of Maine, His salary, which con-
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sisted of only ^220 in money, was devoted sacredly to the poor, while he lived
entirely upon his own private income. This fact was not, during his life, generally known; but his excellent wife knew it, and went hand in hand with him,
in the accomplishment of his benevolent purposes. In his visits among his people, he was just as ready to accept of the proffered attentions and hospitalities of
the poor, as of the rich; aud after dining or taking tea with such a family, he
would, in a delicate manner, send them a basket of comforts or luxuries,—the
best that his house afforded; and Bristol, his man servant, who was usually the
bearer of these benefactions, used to s a y , — " Master always sends the best
chicken to thank folks for a dry crust," By this kind of intercourse with the
humbler classes of his people, he secured not only their gratitude, but their
affectionate confidence, and disposed them to attend withr a greatly increased
interest upon his public ministrations.
His religious intercourse with his people was characterized by the same
method and fidelity, which he evinced in every other part of his duty. It was a
rule from which he never departed, to visit all the members of his church within
the two months that intervened between the communion seasons, and to learn
from their own lips concerning their progress in the Christian life. This part of
his pastoral economy was eminently blessed to the spiritual improvement of his
people. Many a weak and timid Christian was thereby strengthened and
encouraged, and many a one was arrested iu an incipient stage of wandering,
and saved from the pain and the shame of a confirmed backslider. His great
object was to bring every Christian not only to feel his obligation, but to do his
duty. Young Christians in whom he discovered the gift of prayer, he was
especially careful to encourage, in a proper manner, to the exercise of it; and he
was himself a fine model for them in pathos, appropriateness, and fervour.
Mr. Weld was a decided friend to the independence of his country. He felt
that we had a right to our liberty, and was never slow to express his patriotic
sentiments, I am not aware, however, that he had any direct agency in carrying forward our Revolution, other than by his fervent prayers for its success, and
his encouraging addresses to those who were more immediately engaged in it.
He was early and zealously enlisted in the cause of negro emancipation. When
his attention came to be seriously directed to the subject, his sensibilities and
sympathies were strongly excited in behalf of the oppressed. He never owned
but one slave, and that was Bristol, the servant before referred to. When he
offered him his freedom, Bristol almost indignantly refused to accept it, declaring that he had done nothing to merit such an act from his master; and if any
body was to be turned away, the geese and the sheep, and not himself, were the
ones to go. He was a fellow of great shrewdness and humour, and many of his
witty sayings are preserved in the Weld family to this day,
Mr, Weld was exceedingly fortunate in his marriage. His wife was a lady of
uncommon personal accomplishments for that day, possessed a vigorous and-well
disciplined mind, and was ready to lend a helping hand to her husband in every
good work. She was not only most exemplary ifi all her relations as a minister's wife, but was eminently a pattern of domestic neatness, order, and efficiency.
He was doubtless the better man for having such a wife, and she the better
woman for having such a husband.
Such are my recollections and impressions of this venerable friend of my early
years,
I am, Dear Sir, truly yours,
DAVID DAGGETT.
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DAVID HALL, D. D.*
1728—1789.
DAVID H A L L was a descendant, in the third generation, from John Hall,
who came from Coventry, in the North of England, about 1630, and settled
first in Charlestown, and afterwards in Yarmouth. He was a son of Joseph
auJ Hannah (Miller) Hall; was born in Yarmouth, August 5, 1704 ; and
was graduated at Harvard College in 1724, The first that we hear of him
as a minister is that, in November, 1728, he commenced supplying the
pulpit in Sutton, then recently vacated by the dismission of the Rev. John
McKinstry.t Having supplied the pulpit during the winter, the church and
the town united, in March following, in giving him a call to become their
pastor. He accepted the call, and was ordained on the 15th of October,
VrlO. The ordination sermon was preached by the Rev. William Williams
of Weston from 1 Thess. v. 12, 13 ; aud was published.
At the time of his settlement, the church of which he became pastor,
consisted of less than fifty members; and, while there was apparently little
religion, there was much vice and immorality prevailing throughout the
town. This state of things occasioned the pastor great anxiety, and led him
to the most vigorous efforts for bringing about not only a reformation in
morals among the people at large, but an improved tone of spirituality in
the church. And it was not long before he was privileged to witness a favourable change. During the first five years of his ministry, eighty-one persons
were added to the church,—most of them on a profession of their faith. In
1740, when so many churches in New England were awakened through the
labours of Whitefield, Mr. Hall was unwearied in his efforts to enlist his own
people in the great spiritual movement of tbe day, but with so little effect
tbat he began to yield to discouragement, and even seriously to agitate the
question whether it was not his duty to resign his charge, and labour in some
destitute place. Subsequently, however, a favourable change took place, and
in 1743, ninety-eight had been admitted to the church, on profession, as the
fruit of a revival which he had been permitted to witness. During the first
fifteen years of his ministry, the whole number added to his church was two
bundred and sixty-one.
It was a sore trial to him that, after the great revival that had rejoiced
bim so much, a number of the members of his church became dissatisfied
with the order of things to which they had been accustomed, and joined the
fanatical sect which was known, at that day, as Separatists.
After they
tad had things in their own way for a number of years, they became tired
of tbelr own irregularities, and most of them, acknowledging their error,
^ere restored to the fellowship of the church.
While he is represented as having been an earnest friend to what he
t^f'iisidered genuine revivals of religion, he seems to have been strongly set
against the innovations and extravagances which prevailed so extensively
•Tracy's Hist, Disc—Blake's Hist, of Mendon Association.
JJOHX .McKiNSTRY was a native of Scotland, and was graduated at the University of
Edinburgh in 1712. He was the minister of Sutton, Mass., about eight years, and then became
""' pa=tjr of the church in Ellington, Conn., in which relation he continued sixteen years. His
^'H John was graduated .it Y;ilc College in 1746, was settled in Springfield (Chicopee parish) in
•sptember, 1752; and died November 9, 181,3,

358

TRINITARIAN CONGREGATIONAL.

at that day. His views both of Theology and of revivals were probably
nearly the same with those of Jonathan Edwards, then of Northampton,
whom he reckoned among his most intimate friends.
In 1748, after the death of Jonathan Dickinson, President of New Jersey
College, Mr. Hall was one of the candidates for the vacant of&ee, whieh,
however, was filled by the appointment of Mr. Burr.
In 1750, Mr. Hall was a member of the council that dismissed Mr.
Edwards from his pastoral charge at Northampton. He was, however, in the
minority that remonstrated strongly against the measure. Ten years after,
one of the most prominent men in the parish, who had a chief agency in the
removal of Mr. Edwards, addressed a letter to Mr. Hall which was published in one of the Boston newspapers, and has since been included in Edwards'
Life, humbly and bitterly bewailing the part which he had borne in what he
then deemed a criminal and disastrous transaction.
In 1757, and again in 1768-69, Mr. Hall witnessed an increased religious
interest in his congregation, that resulted in considerable additions to the
church. But the revolutionary war now came on, and, for several years,
all other concerns, not excepting even the concerns of the soul, were in a
great measure forgotten in the all absorbing question of .slavery or freedom.
On the 24th of October, 1779, he preached a Half Century Sermon, in
which he gives utterance to his feelings in such language as the following :—
"Alas! how little attention is paid to the all important concerns of religion! It
affects me with bitter grief to observe the apparent decay of it,—that so few are
truly converted to God. * * * * My (jear hearers, as I have often told you of
late, so I am now constrained to say, without a speedy revival of religion, attention to
sacred things, reformation of the minds and manners of men, we have the greatest
reason to expect ruin. If this declining age will not diligently hearken to the Gospel
of the grace of God, He will remove their candlestick out of its place. Who then.
Oh who of you are on the Lord's side, and determined in prayer to seek the God of
Jacob? The gates of Zion tremble. New England never saw such a day as this.
The glory is departed. We are in fear, in jeopardy, in war, a war pregnant with the
fate of thousands,—on the event of which much depends—the rights and liberties of
America, But could I discover the clear tokens of piety and of a revival of religion,
my joy would be great,"
In 1777, he was honoured with the degree of Doctor of Divinity from
Dartmouth College.
Dr. Hall continued to labour with great fidelity and acceptance till near
the close of life. His labours during his ministry were by no means confined to his own parish; but he frequently went abroad, preaching for his
brethren, as well as in destitute places. He died on the 8th of May, 1789,
in the eighty-fifth year of his age, and the sixtieth of his pastorate.
Dr. Hall published a Thanksgiving Sermon on the Reduction of Canada,
1760; and a Half-century Sermon, 1779.
On the 24th of June, 1731, he was married to Elizabeth, daughter of
Dr. Jonathan and Rebecca (Bulkley) Prescott of Concord, and great granddaughter of the Rev. Peter Bulkley of the same place. They had twelve
children,—five sons and seven daughters. One of his daughters was married t o t h e Rev. Aaron Putnam* of Pomfret, Conn., and another to the
*AARON PUTNAM was a son of the Rev. Daniel Putnam, who was graduated at Harvard College
in 1717; was settled as the minister of Reading, where he died June 25, 1759. The son was
born at Reading; was graduated at Harvard College in 1752; was ordained at Pomfret, Conn,,
March 10, 1756; resigned his pastoral charge in May 1802; and died Oct. 28, 1813, in the
eightieth year of his age.
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Bev. Daniel Grosvenor * of Grafton, Mass. Dr. Hall left a widow, who
died in Sutton, August 7, 1803, aged eighty-nine.
The Rev. H. A. Tracy, one of the successors of Dr. Hall in the pastorate at Sutton, gives the following estimate of his character:—
"As an able and faithful minister of the Gospel, he was excelled by few in his or
any other age. It is only as a Christian and a minister that we can view him at this
late day. From his first settlement in the ministry, he was peculiarly distinguished
for the ardour with which he engaged in his Master's service. From the first, his
determination seemed to be '' not to know any thing among men, save Jesus Christ and
Him crucified.' As a Christian, his character was above suspicion as well as reproach.
His piety was consistent, uniform, and fervent. There was no perceptible abatement
at any time. It increased as the ' shining light that shineth more and more unto the
perfect day.' When his labours were blessed, he was filled with joy; and when wickedness abounded, his closet and his couch witnessed his groans and his tears."

JOSEPH FISH.
1731—1781.
FROM THE REV MYRON N. MORRIS.
NORTH STONINGTON, Conn., April 11, 1850.
Reverend and Dear Sir: According to your request, I send you a sketch
of the life and character of the Rev. J O S E P H F I S H , who was, for nearly
forty years, the pastor of the church to which I now minister. His parish
was the North Society of Stonington, and in its geographical limits, was
nearly identical with what is now the town of North Stonington.
Joseph Fish, son of Thomas Fish, was born at Duxbury, Mass., January
28,1706, 0 . S. His parents were worthy, pious people, who had five sons
and one daughter. Two of the sons were educated at Harvard College.
Joseph was graduated there in 1728. He united with the church at Cambridge, under the pastoral care of the Rev. Nathaniel Appleton, the year
preceding his graduation.
The church of North Stonington having become vacant in 1731, Mr. Fish
was invited to preach there, as a temporary supply. He afterwards received
annanimous call to the pastoral charge of the church and congregation,
which he accepted, and was ordained December 27, 1732.
The ministry of Mr. Fish in North Stonington covered an eventful period
in the history of the New England Churches. I t included the time of the
great revival that occurred under the preaching of such men as Edwards,
Whitefield, and Tennent; and probably in no part of New England were
greater agitations and disorders introduced by misguided men, in connection
with that revival, than on the field, and in the vicinity, of Mr. Fish's labours.
This rendered his post an important and diificult one.
•DAKIEL GBOSVENOR was born in Pomfret, Conn., April 20, 1750 : was graduated at Yale
Wuegeinl769; wasordained pastor of the church in Grafton, Mass., October 19, 1774; was
™iissed on account of the failure of his voice in 1787; was installed at Paxton, November 6,
V«; resigned his charge November 17, 1802; and died at Petersham, July 22, 1834, aged
W^-four years. He published a Sermon at the ordination of Isaac Bailey, Ward, Mass.,
I'M, His son, Moses Gill, was graduated at Dartmouth College in 1822, studied Theology at
""ioTer, and entered the ministry.
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The early part of his ministry was marked by uninterrupted harmony
between himself and his people. His labours were entirely satisfactory to
them, and they gave him frequent and substantial tokens of their esteem.
They were ready to assist him in every emergency; and when, by the depreciation of the currency, his nominal salary fell short of his need, they were
liberal towards making up the deficiency. Nor was his ministry without
success. At the time of his ordination, the church consisted of thirty-nine
members; and, during the nine succeeding years, sixty-five were added.
In the summer of 1741, a powerful work of grace commenced in the congregation of Mr. Fish; and, as the result of it, one hundred and four were
added to the church. That year was marked by the prevalence of revivals
in this region, as well as in other parts of New England. About the middle of the summer, the Rev. James Davenport of Southold, L. I., visited
North Stonington. His peculiarities, as exhibited at that time,—his ardent
zeal, his powerful preaching, and his wild enthusiasm, are well known. The
people received him almost as an inspired Apostle, and were led by him into
many and dangerous mistakes about religion, Mr. Fish was not, like
some of the standing ministers of his day, unfriendly to the revival, or to
the interests of spiritual religion. He was not a disbeliever in the "new
birth," nor, as is believed, unacquainted with it by experience. But, at
the same time, from the stress that the people had been taught by Mr.
Davenport to lay upon violent agitations and outcries, ecstacies, visions,
trances, and inward impressions, he greatly feared that many would be
deceived as to the nature of true religion, and in consequence perish. He
accordingly felt constrained to make a full exposition of his views on the
existing state of things, from the pulpit; and this resulted in the secession
of a large part of his church and congregation.
To set the religious character of Mr. Fish in its proper light, it ought to
be stated tbat, about the commencement of the revival in his parish, he
was led to examine with very strict scrutiny the evidences of his own piety.
He set apart days of fasting and prayer, when he generally wrote a full
account of the state of his mind at the time, evidently intended for no eye but
his own. These records of his private experience to which I have had
access, show that he was the subject of a deep spiritual depression; that he
gradually lost his hold of all the Divine promises, and his confidence in all
his previous evidences of a spiritual renovation ; and finally became enveloped in the night clouds of despair. In this state of mind, he came to the
deliberate conclusion that it was his duty to withdraw from the active labours
of the ministry, lest he "should be knowingly guilty of the blood of precious souls." Accordingly, on the 20th of December, 1742, he made his
people acquainted with his distressed condition, and of his purpose to retire
from his ofiice, and wait the further indications of the Divine will concerning him. At length he found relief to his troubled spirit, in a fresh surrender of his soul with its immortal interests into his Redeemer's hands;
but he seems to have felt something of the joy and peace in believing, even
before he admitted to himself his right to appropriate the promises. He
speaks of having been favoured with " Christian conversation," from which
he derived benefit, just before the change in his feelings. A letter from the
Rev. David Brainerd to Dr. Bellamy, dated February 4, 1742, (and first published in the New England Puritan of October 12, 1848,) has the following :—" And last week I preached for Mr. Fish of Stonington. * * *
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There was much false zeal among them, so that some began to separate from
that dear man," Mr. Brainerd then was probably with him at the time
alluded to. After a silence of five Sabbaths, Mr, Fish resumed his labours,
preaching, February 7th, from Jeremiah i. 5, 6., "with freedom and some
power." His life, after this, appears to have been " a s the shining light
that shineth more and more unto the perfect day." This experience of Mr.
Fish eminently fitted him to be more effectually the spiritual guide of his
jiooi'l.' through the troubles that followed, and also to bear with meekness
his own severe personal trials.
After the separation, Mr. Fish with grief and anxiety saw his church
gradually dwindling away ; yet he toiled with great ability and faithfulness
for its welfare. In addition to his other trials, he suff'ered greatly from
pecuniary embarrassment; and it was not strange that, under these circumstances, he .-should sometimes have yielded to despondency.
About this time, he received overtures of settlement from several promisluir fiells of usefulness; but his people utterly refused to give him up. I n
1750 or 1751, a messenger came from the congregation at Little Compton,
R. I., to solicit his removal to that place. But his people "warmly
repulsed the messenger, and sent him back." A similar proposal was
received from the church and society at Newport, R. I. In reference to
this he savs, " The opening of such a berth, so full of inducements as t h i s , ^
(had I been at liberty,) was such an event of Providence as, for one so
afflicted as I, must needs administer fresh occasion for thought and refiection," In 175G, the First society of New London, having the preceding
year in vain asked his assent to such a measure, gave him a call to become
their pastor, and respectfully requested his Society to unite with them in
caUlng a council to advise in the premises. Mr. Fish says, " my people
were greatly moved with this salutation; frowned upon the motion of their
New London brethren; refused to join them in calling a council, and settled the matter themselves without consulting their pastor or acquainting
hun with their returns." With these proceedings he was not altogether
pleased. In 1764, he received a call to settle in New Haven. This was
the residence of his two married daughters,—his only children. His people assented to convening a council, but opposed his dismission. He laid
lef ire the council an affecting account of his disheartening circumstances.
They advised " t h a t in view of the peculiarly difiicult circumstances of the
society, it would be by all means best that the Rev. Mr. Fish should contmue his labours with this people, if it be in any comfortable measure practicable," He therefore struggled on with remarkable patience. May 20,
1770,—•we find him in his closet, seeking, by prayer and fasting, higher
iittaininents iu the spiritual life, and a knowledge of his duty with respect to
leavinii' his people and removing to Milford. But he remained with them
until ^hiy -J.-!, 1781, when he rested from his labours in the seventy-sixth
year of his ;tge.
Mr, Fish was extensively known abroad, and held in very high esteem.
This appears from the numerous calls he received to important fields of
miui-^terial labour. He kept up a friendly intercourse with his brethren in
die ministry, and among those with whom he was on terms of particular
intimacy, may be mentioned his class-mate. Rev. Natlianicl Eells,* pastor of
'NATHANIEL E E L L S was a .son of the Rev. Nathaniel KoUs, who was a native of Hingham;
* ^ gruiluiited at Harvard College in 1699; was ordained at Scituate Juno 14, 1704; and died
VOL,
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the South society of Stonington, Rev. Messrs. Lord of Norwich, and Wheelock of Lebanon, the founder of Dartmouth College. In connection with
Mr. Wheelock and others he was commissioned by the Society in Scotland
for the promotion of Christian knowledge, to superintend and direct measures in their behalf for the education and evangelization of the Indians.
The peculiar position of Mr. Fish involved him in considerable controversy
touching the movements and doctrines of the Separatists. In 1764 he published a volume of nine sermons, in which, after setting forth the characteristics of Christ's Church, and the devices by which Satan would attempt
to destroy it, he went into an examination of the doctrines and practices of
those who had separated from the churches. This called forth a rejoinder
by a Mr. Backus who had separated from a church in Norwich. Mr. Fish
replied in a pamphlet entitled " The Examiner Examined." Besides these
two works, Mr. Fish published a Sermon at the ordination of William
Vinal,* 1746; a Past Sermon at Westerly, R. I., 1755 ; and the Connecticut
Election Sermon, 1760.
As a preacher, Mr. Fish had few superiors. His sermons indicate a
strong, logical, and well disciplined mind. They were rich in instruction,
and many of thSm written in a style far superior to what was common in
his day. His theological sentiments were Calvinistic, tempered with great
benevolence. He was an affectionate pastor, a faithful friend, a wise counsellor. His letters are models of epistolary writing. As a subject of the
King, he was loyal, but with a warm patriotism he espoused the cause of
his country. In the last year of his life, and near the close of the war of
independence, he was invited to address his fellow townsmen, assembled to
meet the call of Glen. Washington for an immediate reinforcement; and in
his speech he declared,—"Were it not tbat my nerves are unstrung, and
my limbs enfeebled with age, on such a call as you have, I think I should
willingly (juit the desk, put off my priestly garments, buckle on the harness, and, with trumpet in hand, hasten to the battle."
Soon after his settlenient, Mr. Fish was married to Rebecca Peabody of
Little Compton, R, I. They had two daughters, who were carefully educated in the fear of God, and in all that was requisite to their becoming ladies
of the highest intelligence and refinement. The eldest, Mary, was married
to Mr. John Noyes, (son of the Rev. Joseph Noyest of New Haven,) who
was graduated at Yale College in 1753; became a preacher, but was prevented from settling in the ministry by imperfect health, and died greatly
lamented in 1767. By this marriage, she had three sons who survived her,—
two of whom afterwards became clergymen. One of these, John, was graduated at Yale College in 1779; was ordained pastor of the church at Norfield. Conn., May, 31, 1786; and died May 15, 1846, in his eighty-fourth
year. He published a Half-century Sermon in 1836. The other son,
James, was born August 4, 1764 ; was graduated at Yale College in 1782;
August 25, 1750, aged seventy-three. He published a Sermon at Taunton at the ordination of
Thomas Clap, 1729: Massachusetts Election Sermon, 1743. He (the son) was graduated at
Harvard College in 1728; was ordained at Stonington, Conn., July 14, 1733, and died in 1786.
He published the Connecticut Election Sermon, 1748.
•WILLIAM VINAL was a native of Boston; was graduated at Harvard College in 1739; was
ordained pastor of the First Church in Newport, R. I . , Oct, 29, 1746; was dismissed Sept. 21,
1768; and died in 1781, aged sixty-three,
t JOSEPH NOYES was a son of the Rev. James Noyes of Stoninn-ton; w.as graduated at
Yale College in 1709, and was a Tutor there from 1710 to 1715; was or.lained pa.^tor of the
First church m New Haven, July 4, 1716; and died June 14, 1761, aged gevonty-tuv;...
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was ordained as colleague pastor with the R e v . J a m e s Dana, at Wallingford, May 4, 1 7 8 5 ; was dismissed on the 5th of J u n e , 1832 ; and died
February I S , 1844, in the eightieth year of his age, being the eldest minister then in the county of New H a v e n . B o t h these brothers were highly
useful and respected ministers. I n 1775, Mrs. Noyes was married to Gen.
Gold S. Silliman of Fairfield. B y her second marriage she had two children—Gold 8. Silliman, E s q . , lawyer of Brooklyn, N . Y,, and Professor
Beujanilu Silliman of Yale College. Mrs. Silliman, the mother, died, J u l y
i. i S l S , aged eighty-two. The younger daughter of Mr. Fish, Rebecca,
was married to Benjamin Douglass, E s q . , Counsellor at Law of New H a v e n ,
and died young, leaving no children.
The information contained in the foregoing account is derived from the
records of the church and society, from the published and unpublished
writings of Mr. F i s h ; from a manuscript sketch of his life, drawn up by
Gurdon Trumbull, E s q . of Stonington, and from s t a t e m e n t s kindly furnished by Professor Silliman of Yale College.
W i t h great respect, your obedient servant,
MYRON N. MORRIS.
FROM BENJAMIN SILLIMAN, L. L. D.
PROFESSOR IN YALE COLLEGE.
NEW-HAVEN, May

26,

1850.

My Dear Sir: As requested by you, I have looked over some of the papers of
the Rev. Joseph Fish, who was my maternal grandfather, and also t h e manuscript autobiography and other writings of his daughter,—my mother, and with
the aid of my recollection of many things related to me by her from my earliest
childhood up to the thirty-ninth year of my life, when she died, I am enabled to
send you the following items of information, in answer to your inquiries.
There is no portrait of i l r . Fish in existence. It has been stated by those
icho remember him, that his person was above the middle stature, his frame
vigorous, and the expression of his countenance mild and benevolent. His manners were those of a Christian gentleman: affability and kindness were combined
•yfith the dignified suavity of a spiritual guide and teacher.
He enjoyed the best advantages' for education, and he appears to have profited
by them, as his writings exhibit a vigorous and cultivated mind. His class in
College, consisting of fortj^-two members, was a large one for that period; and
among his College contemporaries were men afterwards distinguished in Church
and .State. His early associations with persons of cultivated minds, naturally
induced similar intimacies through life, and the result appeared in the enlargement of his own mind, and in elevation of feeling and sentiment.
^^hile, as the humble pastor of a country parish, he sympathized and associated with the poor, the friendless, and afflicted people of his charge, he was also a
^miliar companion of people in elevated condition in society, not only in Connecticut, but in Rhode Island and Massachusetts, in Newport and Boston. His
own lineage, as well as that of his wife, was from the pilgrims of Massachusetts,
^bs. Fisli was only of the third generation from John Alden, one of the passengers in the May Flower, her grandmother having been his daughter. It was
natural, therefore, that the religious sentiments, the social character, and domestic manners, of the Puritans should lie transmitted to Mr. and Mrs. Fish, in
^hom they appeared distinct and pure, but softened and refined.
Both p.ironts were an.xious to give to their two d.-iughters, who were their only
S'lrvivirifr children, tlie best education attainable in those times. At home they
«'erc personally instructed by their father in the elements of knowledge, and by
"'til parents thej^ Avere carefully trained to industry, economy, self-government,
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filial duty and afliection, and in reverence Ibr religion and its Divine Author.
They were carefully guarded from the contaminations of the world, and a high
st.andard of moral purity and feminine delicacy was ever kept in view, while
their manners were formed to the graceful proprieties of life, by that politeness,
which is only the expression in word and action of feelings of real benevolence,
taking a lovely and deferential form. Their studies and books, their domestic
training in the duties of house keeping, their needles and their pens, and the
rites of hospitality and of personal and family religion, filled their time, so that
they were rarely without employment, and even casual idleness sometimes
received a mild, paternal rebuke.
In Newport, under Mrs. Osborn, a celebrated teacher of young ladies of that
day, (whose interesting biography has been since published,) both daughters
enjoyed the advantages of superior instruction, and Mary Fish, the elder daughter, maintained an epistolary correspondence with her venerated friend during
her long life.
The daughters of Mr. Fish having both been early married, in New Haven, his
affections naturally centered there. The young ladies were both comely; and
Rebecca, in addition to her beauty, was distinguished by brilliant wit and vivid
sentiment, as appears in her letters still preserved. But she was cut off by the
small pox, accidentally taken, at the early age of twenty-seven. Secluded from
the society of all her friends, except that of her devoted husband,—Mr. Douglass, she died in a pest house, near New Haven. Her father's parting counsels
and pious consolations, forwarded in a letter, were too late to cheer and comfort
her departing soul, which, sanctified probably^ in early life, retained its moral
loveliness, when the beautiful features through which it once shone with attractive radiance, were marred by that polluting disease. Emerging from a temporary hallucination, occasioned by her malady,-—on being informed of her immediate
danger, she uttered distinctly a prayer of twenty minutes in length, in exact,
method, with well chosen expressions, and without repetition, and perfectly
appropriate to her situation and that of her husband's friends. She died in full
faith and hope, and with perfect resignation. This was a severe trial of the
faith of the absent parents.
The character of Mr. Fish appeared to the greatest advantage in his correspondence : he wrote frequently and fully, and most of his letters are preserved
in the family, and being written in a fair hand, are quite legible after the lapse
of seventy to one hundred years. Those that were occasioned by the death of
Mrs. Douglass, are remarkable for tenderness, pathos, and heroic Christian resignation. One of the most remarkable of his letters is that addressed to my
father. General Silliman, J u l y 2, 1776, when he was on the point of taking the
field in the great cause of the American Revolution. He decidedly enjoins it
upon him, from the highest motives of Christian duty and patriotism, to leave
his wife and his happy home, to encounter the hazards of war for the most noble
of causes. The letter is well worthy of being published, as a specimen of the
spirit which actuated the good clergymen of that day.
Reverting to an earlier period, it is proper to mention that, after the death of
the Rev. John Noyes, the first husband of Mr. Fish's eldest daughter, he took
the bereaved mother, and her three sons, and her domestic, to his own house in
Stonington. Their New Haven home was still kept u p ; but the family generally
passed the winters at Stonington, and Mr. Fish devoted himself assiduously to
the education of his three grandsons, who were very young,—the eldest being
only seven at the time of their father's death. He instructed them in the classics
as well as in common learning, until they were fitted for Yale College, and the
two elder were already graduated before their grandfather's death. Thus he
supplied the place of their father, and sustained the spirit of his daughter in her
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early widowhood; and these grandsons through life cherished the memory of
their ancestor with the greatest affection and veneration.
The published sermons of Mr. Fish, being in a measure controversial, and
being drawn from him by the exigences of the times and of his personal trials,
are perhaps less interesting, at the present day, than some of those that still
exist in manuscript. Among them there is a very remarkable one preached in
the presence of the j^oung men who had been then recently drafted from among
his people, to recruit the army of New England, of the line of Connecticut, in
the French war of 1754-5, twenty years before the American Revolution, and it
is believed immediately after the massacre at Fort William Henry, at the head
of Lake George, in August, 1755. This sermon was preceded by the following
te.xt:—Jeremiah XLVI. 3, 4 : " Order y-e the buckler and shield, and draw near to
battk\ Harness the horses, and get up ye horsemen, and stand forth with your
helmets; furbish the spears and put on the brigandines." The sermon was
worthy of the text,—very solemn and impressive, full of holy and elevated
patriotism; and as the young men were present, clad in their armour, and about
to take leave of the friends who attended with them on that solemn Sabbath, and
to march to the conflict,—perhaps never to return, the scene was eminently
touching, and the discourse cannot be read, even at this distant day, without
emotion, and without gratitude that our country is now at peace.
After the marriage of Mrs. Noyes to my father, a resident of Fairfield,—which
occurred in May, 1775, Mr Fish of course extended his journeys to that place,
twenty-three miles South West of New Haven; and as his son-in-law was, in
consequence of the then impending crisis, early called into public military service, and continued in it during the whole of the Revolution, and was engaged in
several of the battles of 1776 and 1777; and being charged with the defence of
the Western frontier of Connecticut, was always on the alert,—a deep interest
was of course felt by Mr. Fish, both from the position of his daughter almost on
the exposed frontier, and from the personal dangers encountered by her husband.
Although Mr. Fish was now more than seventy years old, he made a journey in
1776 to the American camp on Harlem heights, York Island, and remained several days with my father in his military quarters, the powerful armies of the
British being in sight, and conflicts on the outposts not unfrequently taking
place.
When my father was (May 1, 1779) captured in his own house by a p a r t y
sent by the British General from New York, expressly for that purpose, and
detained a prisoner of war for a y^ear at Flatbush, Long Island,—Fairfield being,
in the mean time, burned by the enemy, Mr. Fish came on again to comfort his
daughter, who had retired to North Stratford to shun the dangers of war, and
then, at the distance of eight miles, saw the flames of the burning town ascend,
and heard the cannonade, a few weeks before the birth of her youngest son.
In May, 1781, my father and mother, with their two children, visited their
aged parents at Stonington, and there were also present the three Noyes sons,
then arrived at early manhood. Instead, however, of a visit of affection merely,
as it was expected to be, it proved to be a scene of death. They found Mr, Fish
•'try ill, and it soon became apparent that death was near. He exhibited great
tenderness of affection, with much patience, resignation, and cheerful hope. His
people eagerly resorted to his bedside, and he gave them his dying advice, and
hi'i last farewell. Among them came an aged squaw, an exemplary member of
bis church: it was his last day, but she said she must see her good minister once
more:—"I must speak Mr, F i s h ; " and when he gave her his hand, she said,—
•^^h, Mr. Fish, are you going to leave me in this wicked world V
He replied,
—" Farewell, Esther, I hope we shall meet in Heaven." After this, he called
'or his three Noyes grandsons, and s a i d , — " I am most of all concerned about
leaving you, my dear grandsons, now just coming upon the stage in this wicked
ensnaring world,—full of temptations to vice and folly;" and, after some very
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good advice and warning, he ended with these w o r d s : — " If you will fear God
and serve Him, it shall be well with you; but if you forsake Him, He will cast
you off forever." They rose, from their knees bathed in tears, thanked him,
and promised obedience.
My father then took his two little boys, my brother about three and a half
ye.ars, and myself less than two years old, and led us to him, and putting the
dying man's hands on our heads, the latter said,—" W h y you make as if I was
as good as old Jacob; I am not worthy to be named with h i m . " He then prayed over us and blessed us, saying,—" May the best of Heaven's blessings rest
on them in time and eternity!" His daughter now attempted to place his head
in a better posture; but he said,—" Let my ^veary head rest where it inclines;"
and these were his last words. He then fell asleep and departed without a
struggle, and his features assumed the beautiful composure which often succeeds
when all mortal agony is over. His funeral sermon was preached by his intimate friend and college classmate, the Rev. Mr. Eells of the South Parish in Stonington.
His venerated consort, after necessary arrangements, retired to Fairfield,
where she lived nearly two years, revered and beloved, in the family of her sonin-law. She took the entire charge of my brother and myself, providing our
food and putting us to rest with prayers and a blessing, and she is still remembered by us, after sixty-seven years, with veneration and love. When told that
her disease, the bilious colic, would prove fatal, and in answer to her inquiry,
being informed that she would probably die that night, she added with perfect
calmness and resignation,—
" Come welcome death, the end of fears,
" I am prepared to die;
"Come death and some celestial band
" To bear my soul on high."
I was myself at this period about three years old; and having no knowledge
of death, came in the morning as usual, to bid her good morning and receive her
kiss; but as she was silent, I asked why^ grandma did not speak, and was told
that she was dead. I still inquired what that meant, and was informed that an
angel had come down in the night, and carried grandma's soul through the
window to Heaven. This was my first impres.siou of death: it was pleasing
instead of being terrific, and has never been effaced from my mind.
Very respectfully, your friend and servant,
B. SILLIMAN.
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PHILEMON AND AMMI RUHAMAH ROBBINS.
1731—1781.
1761—1813.
FROM THE REV THOMAS ROBBINS, D. D.
HARTFORD, May 3,

1850.

My Dear Sir: You ask me for what I know concerning my venerable
randt'ather and father, both of whom were, for a long time, ministers of
Jonneetlcut. I t may seem a delicate matter that I should speak of either
f them, and yet I am unwilling to return.a negative answer to your request,
rhile I am more than willing to pay a reasonable tribute to their memories.
My grandfather, P H I L E M O N R O B B I N S , was the grandson of Nathaniel
lobbins, ^vbo emigrated from Scotland to Massachusetts in 1670, and
letded at Charlestown, where he died in 1719, aged seventy. He was the
ion (f Nathaniel Robbins who lived in the same place, and died in 1741,
ibo aged seventy. He was graduated at Harvard College in 1729. My
nipression is, that he taught school for some time after his graduation, and
•tudied Theology under the Rev. Nathaniel Appleton of Cambridge. He
commenced preaching in the neighbourhood of Boston, and was invited to
iccept a pastoral charge at Harvard, Mass.; but declined the invitation.
Shortly after this he went, in company with one of his class-mates, to Connecticut, to attend Commencement at the " Wooden College," as Yale College
was then often called,—this being the first visit that he ever made to the
Colony. While he was at New Haven, a person came from Branford to
procure some one to preach as a candidate ; and he, being recommended as
a suitable person, consented to go in that capacity. The result was that he
received a call to settle there ; in compliance with which, he was ordained
on the 7th of February, 1732. Here he continued, experiencing more than
the ordinary vicissitudes of clerical life, to the end of his days.
After he had been in the ministry about seven years, he was the subject
of a great revolution of religious feeling, which he was accustomed to
consider as marking the commencement of his religious life ; though I
believe his Christian friends, who had the best means of judging on the
snbject, did not agree with him in this opinion. When the great revival
of about 1740 commenced, in connection with the labours of Whitefield and
bi.^ coadjutors, my grandfather was found among the most zealous of that
party. He was, however, naturally of a remarkably mild and benevolent
spirit, and reprobated many of the extravagances of the times : as an
in:^tance, I remember to have heard that the celebrated Davenport was about
to preach for him, and on his way to the meeting house, broke out in loud
and boisterous singing, in the hearing of many persons; whereupon my
grandfather reproved him for being so regardless of Christian decorum.
The Legislature of Connecticut, with a view, if possible, to arrest the
progress of New-Lightism, had, about tbat time, enacted the famous law
forbidding any minister to preach within the limits of any other minister's
parish, on penalty of forfeiting the privilege of collecting his salary by law.
Tbe people in the outskirts of Wallingford,—a town bordering on Branford,
•"^'bi^' become somewhat excited on the subject of religion, invited their
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pastor, the Rev. Samuel Whittlesey, to hold meetings during the week in
their neighbourhood ; but he, not sympathizing with the existing state of
things, at least in some of its features, declined their request. They then
applied to my grandfather, who, though reluctant to offend against the
existing statute, as well as to wound the feelings of his neighbour, Mr.
Whittlesey, still felt himself constrained to accede to their wishes, and
actually went and preached among them. He was forthwith arraigned by
the Consociation to which he belonged ; and, after a long trial, which was
continued through one or two years, and attended with great agitation, and
considerable pamphleteering, he was formally deposed from his of&ce,—
several members of the Consociation, however, dissenting in the final issue.
He felt that he could not conscientiously recognise the validity of the
sentence, which was designed thus to separate him from the ministry ; and,
as the mass of his congregation adhered to him', he met them tbe next
Sabbath as usual, and preached to them on the text,—" Wo is me, if I
preach not the Gospel." There was some interference of the civil authority
in the case,—in consequence of which, he appeared before the Legislature
of the Colony, and made his own defence, and did it with so much address,
as not only to gain his point, but greatly to increase his popularity. The
result was tbat the civil penalty to which he had rendered himself liable
was remitted ; and though, for three years, he received his salary as a mere
voluntary matter on the part of his people, yet he never had occasion to
complain of them for the least delinquency, but, on the contrary, received
his dues even more punctually than when he could claim the guardianship
of the law. The ministers of the Consociation, who had favoured him on his
trial, and who sympathized with him in his general views, I believe, never
refused to exchange with him; and gradually the circle of his exchanges was
enlarged, until it included all, or nearly all, of the ministers around him.
He forebore, for a while, attending meetings of the Association, from which
he had really been expelled; but at length he ventured to go, and was
kindly received by his brethren, and without any action in the way of
restoring him, he was tacitly considered a member, and lived on terms of
Christian and ministerial fellowship with them ever afterwards.
I remember to have seen my grandfather in my childhood, though of
course my knowledge of him is chiefiy inherited from my father. In his
person, he was about the middle height, but rather inclined to corpulency.
He was distinguished rather for activity and readiness of mind, and for a
quick and retentive memory, than for a taste or a talent for profound investigation. He had a strong and pleasant voice, and his manner was free and
engaging, and breathed much of the natural benevolence of his spirit. He
preached from short notes, and had a ready command of language in extemporaneous speaking.
He was married to Hannah, daughter of Isaac and Rebecca Foot, of
Branford, December 24, 1735. She was a highly estimable person and a
notable housekeeper. She died June 16, 1776 : it was on the Sabbath,
and my grandfather remained at her bed-side, while her son (my father)
was supplying his pulpit. My grandfather was married October 21, 1778,
to widow Jane Mills of Kent, a lady of excellent character and most devoted piety,—the mother of the venerable Samuel J . Mills of Torringford. She
died July 30, 1798, aged eighty-six. By his first marriage he had nine
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Children—three sons, one of whom died while a member of College, and the
other two were ministers of the Gospel.
My grandfather was highly favoured in respect to his end. The Sabbath
brfore his death, he preached with unusual animation, and closed his sermon
with "glory, glory."
The next day, after dinner, he sat down in his armchair to take his usual indulgence with his pipe. His wife, having left the
room, for a short time, on her return, found him apparently asleep ; but
when she sought to awake him, she got no response. Alarmed, she called
to some one who was at hand, and he quickly procured the presence of the
pkysician j aud when he asked the doctor what he thought was the matter with
hia father, the reply was " I t is death." The silver cord had been loosed,
and the decisive transition had been made, probably without a pang. He
died on the 13th of August, 1781.
His publications, so far as I know, are the following:—A-plain Narrative
of the proceedings of the Rev. Association and Consociation of New Haven
county, against the Rev. Mr. Robbins of Branford, since the year 1741, and
the doings of his church and people ; with some remarks by another hand
in a letter to a friend, 1743. A Sermon preached at the ordination of his
son, Chandler Robbins, at Plymouth, 1760. A Sermon preached at the
ordination of his son, Ammi Ruhamah Robbins, at Norfolk, Conn., 1761.
My father, AMMI R U H A M A H R O B B I N S , was born at Branford in September,
1740. He was fitted for College by his father, and was first entered at Nassau
Hall, on account of the intimacy which existed between President Burr and
my grandfather. As President Burr, however, died during my father's freshman year, he was then transferred to Yale, on account of being nearer
bome. I have heard him say that, when he entered at Yale, there was great
indignation among the Sopohmore class to which he was admitted, that he
should haye escaped the degrading servilities of the freshman year, which
were then in vogue; but, by the advice of his father, with a view to propitiate his classmates, he made a general entertainment for them one evening,
at which, unfortunately, some participated so deeply, according tq the
custom of the times, that it might have been appropriately enough said or
rang concerning them, " lo triumphe Bacche." However, the measure had
its desired effect, and, so far as his classmates were concerned, answered the
purpose of a regular freshmanship.
He was graduated in the year 1760 ; after which, he spent some time in
teaching a school at Plymouth, Mass. He then engaged in the study of
Theology, at the same time with his classmate, Mr. Levi Hart, afterwards
Dr. Hart of Preston, under the instruction of Dr. Bellamy. He was
licensed by the Litchfield Association, and was ordained at Norfolk, October
28,1761, within thirteen months after his graduation.
When the Revolution came on, he was thoroughly awake to his country's
interest, and volunteered to share the perils of that eventful period, by
becoming a Chaplain in the army. In March, 1776, he joined Gen. Schuyler's
Brigade at Albany, went to Canada, and was with the army when it was so
learfolly visited with the small pox. He was himself very unwell, but still
•ttended faithfully to his of&cial duties, having prayers regularly every
morning, and ministering both temporal and spiritual relief to the sick, as
''« bad occasion or opportunity. He returned home in feeble health, in
Angngt, after an absence of nearly half a year.
Tot. I.
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The church with which my father became connected, was new,—but,
under his ministry, it grew into one of the largest and most prosperous
churches in the State. He was privileged to witness an uncommon degree
of harmony among his people, and though there were frequent instances in
which the discipline of the church was put in requisition, it never subjected
him to any serious trouble. He continued labouring with great fidelity,
until disease disabled him, and finally death closed his career. There were
four considerable revivals of religion in the course of his ministry, and one
in 1798-'99, of unusual power. With his ministerial labours he connected
those of a teacher, having almost always a greater or less number of
students with him, fitting for College. He had naturally a good constitution,
and, during nearly his whole life, vigorous health. He preached on the first
Sabbath in May, 1813, and the next morning complained of pain in one of
his eyes. Presently, something which looked like a stye appeared, which
grew more and more painful, resisting all applications that were made to i t ;
and it gradually matured into a cancer, and without the usual external
development, worked its way to the seat of life. His latter days were days
of great suffering, but he was enabled to sustain himself in calmness, in
the faith of God's gracious promises.
In his person, he was short and thick ; in his manners, affable and courteous. He had a fine, loud, mellow voice, and could make himself heard
with ease by the largest congregation. He had a happy talent for extemporizing, and he exercised it pretty constantly, being subject to a nervous
headache, which rendered it difiicult for him to write. He was, however,
very industrious in respect to all the great objects of the ministry. His
religious views were substantially those which he imbibed from his intructor,
Dr. Bellamy.
He was married, shortly after his settlement at Norfolk, to Elizabeth,
daughter of Lazarus Le Baron, of Plymouth, Mass., of French extraction,
and a descendant of the Huguenots.
They had thirteen children, five of whom died in infancy. Two of them
were ministers of the Gospel. Fra7icis, my younger brother, born Dec.
30, 1787, was graduated at Williams College in 1808; studied Theology
chiefly with Dr. Austin of Worcester ; was ordained pastor of the church at
Enfield, Conn., April 24, 1816; and died in April of the current year.
My father's publications were a Sermon at the ordination of the Rev.
Joshua Knapp,* 1772; an Election Sermon, 1 7 8 9 ; a Half Century
Sermon, 1811.
With these brief sketches of my revered ancestors,
I subscribe myself, faithfully yours.
T H O M A S ROBBINS.
• JOSHUA K N A P P was graduated at Yale College in 1770; was ordained first pastor of tho
chureh in Winchester, Conn, in 1772; was dismissed in 1789; and died in 1816.
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SAMUEL MATHER, D. D.*
1732—1785.
SAMUEL M A T H E R was the son of Dr. Cotton Mather and Abigail Phillips,
his first wife, and was born in Boston, October 30, 1706. In his early youth
he visited Europe ; but no record remains of the length of his visit, or the
extent of bis travels. He entered Harvard College when he was only thirteen
vears of age, and was graduated in 1723, at the age of seventeen. Having
studied Theology, probably under the direction of his father, he was licensed
to preach, and soon obtained considerable reputation. On the 28th of January, 1732, four years after his father's death, he was chosen colleague pastor with the Rev. Mr. Gee, of the Second church in Boston, to which his
father and grandfather had so long ministered, and was ordained on the 21st
of June following. After he had sustained this relation about nine years,
a difiiculty arose between himself and a majority of the church, as well as
between himself and Mr. Gee, which occasioned great agitation, and ultimately the resignation of his pastoral charge. The following account of the
affair from the Rev. Chandler Robbins' History of the Second church,
embodies all the important facts in relation to it that can now be gathered:—
'' It appears that man^' of the church, together with Mr. Gee, were dissatisfied with
Mr. .Mather, partly on account of what they considered the looseness of his doctrines,
and partly on account of suspicions and charges of impropriety of conduct that were
current against him. Mr. Mather, on finding that such a state of things existed,
asked a dismission. The church refused to grant it, and proceeded to an investigation of the charges. Not being able to agree as to the truth of the accusations, or to
bring about any satisfactory issue, thej' called in the aid of an ecclesiastical council.
The churches invited to form the council were the Rev. Dr. Colman's, Dr, Sewall's,
Mr. Webb's, Mr. Foxcroft's, and Mr. Checkley's. So far as can be ascertained from
various sources,—for the matter is not clearly stated on the church records,—the council held two meetings. The result of the flrst was a letter of advice to the church on
one part, and Mr. Mather on the other, as to their several duties, till the time to which
the council adjourned; perhaps with the hope that, before the adjourned meeting, the
difficulty might be.healed. The tenor of this advice may be gathered from tlie agreetQtut of both parties, as recorded on our books. The Church vote that, upon the
s'apposition of the Rev. Mr. Mather's compliance with the advice given to him, they
purpose, bythe will of God. to comply with the advice given to i/icm; that is, ' t o attend
npon his ministry, and strive to effect a reconciliation, until the time to vi?liich the
council is adjourned.' Then the Rev. Mr. Mather gave in a declaration of his resolved
endeavours for a compliance with the advice given to him by the said venerable council, in several articles as follows :—
'"!_. I shall endeavour, according to the advice given, to use all proper moans to get
my mind further enlightened and settled in the important points mentioned by the
council, and to discover the same in preaching and conversation.
" '-. I shall endeavour to be more frequent and distinct in preaching on the nature,
and pressing the necessity, of regeneration by the Spirit of grace.
" ' 3 . I shall endeavour to beware of any thing in my sermons or conversation which
n>ay tend to discourage the work of conviction and conversion among us. I shall be
Wntious and watchful in this respect; and, in public and private, encourage the said
good work of God.
'''4. With respect to the grounds of fear and jealousy concerning me, I desire to
j'i'lg • and humble myself before the Lord, and would with condescension and nii^ekDi-s.^ 1 ndeavour the niinds of my brethren may be reconciled and healed, and for the
future would walk before my brethren with the humility required in the Gospel, and
With becoming circumspection.
"'Lastly. I resolve, by tho Divine help, to comply with all the advice above mentioned.'
" But this prospect of harmony was soon clouded. Tho cliurch voted that Mr.
"^hor had not satisfactorily performed his engagement to comply with the advice of
• Mass. Hist. Coll., III.—Robbins' Hist, of the Second church, Boston.
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the ministers. The adjourned meeting of the council was held. The church were
advised to dismiss Mr. Mather, and to continue his salary for one year; the ministers
very generously offering to give their services in preaching as often as they might be
requested, in order to encourage and help the church to bear this pecuniary burden.
Mr. Mather being dismissed, thirty men and sixty-three women, members of the church,
who were his friends, withdrew with him; the number that remained with Mr. Gee being
eighty men and one hundred and eighty-three women. The separated party, with Mr.
Mather, afterwards sent a letter to the church, offering to return; or, if not allowed
to do so, expressing their con.scientious purpose to build a new meeting house. The
church voted that their return and the resettlement of Mr. Mather, would not be consistent with the peace and edification of the church. Whereupon they proceeded immediately to erect a church in Hanover street, in the corner of North Bennet, where
the Universalist church now stands. .The fact that so many persons of good character
supported Mr. Mather, and undertook the arduous and expensive work of building a
new church to sustain him, would seem to afford good reason to doubt whether the
charges of impropriety were well founded."

Mr. Mather's dismission took place on the 21st of December, 1741.
During the rest of his life, he continued to be the minister of a separate
congregation, though, at his decease, most of the members returned to
the Second church. He received the degree of Doctor of Divinity from
Harvard College in 1773, He died on the 27th of June, 1785, at the age
of seventy-nine. The following is an extract from his will; and the
requests contained in it are understood to have been scrupulously complied
with:—
" When, therefore, my body is to be deposited in the same tomb with the remains of
my honoured father, and grandfather, and of many other esteemed relatives,—besides
my most respectable and beloved wife,—I would have only one bell tolled just before
sun-down, and that bnt for five minutes; for I am not willing that sick and infirm persons should be disturbed with a lengthy noise at the carrying of the body of my
humiliation to the silent grave. And just after tho ceasing of the bell, I would have
my body in the coffin to be carried out Iiy porters of the same clay with myself to the
tomb ready for it, and only such of my own family as are well, to follow it,
that they may sec where it is deposited, and before night havo it properly enclosed.
And I should be glad to have no funeral encomiums."

Ho was married, about the year 1735, to Hannah, daughter of Thomas
and Sarah (Foster) Hutcliinson. They are known to have had at least six
children. Sa/nucl, the eldest son, born February 13, 1736-37, was a loyali-^^t, and was in l-lngland at tbe time of his father's death. A provision in
his father's will seems to imply that he was of a literary turn ; for, after
saying that his valuable library, manuscripts, &c., should remain as they
were, until one of his descendants should be a settled minister, and then go
" for his use and behoof," he reserved the French works for the said Samuel.
Thomas, his second son, born August 13, 1738, was a surgeon in the Provincial Regiment, and died at Nova Scotia in 1782. Licrease, the third
son, and fourth child, born September 20, 1741, was Ipst at sea. The exact
date of Jlrs. Mather's death is not known ; though it was before the date of
his will,—May 24, 1785.
The following is a list of Dr. Mather's publications :—A Sermon on the
death of Cotton Mather, 1728. Life of Cotton Mather, 1729. An Essay
concerning Gratitude, 1732. Vita A. H. Franckii, cui adjecta est narratio
reruiu memorabilium in Bcclesiis Evangelicis per Germaniam, etc., 1733.
An Apology for the liberties of the Churches in New England ; with a Discourse concerning Congregational Churches, 1738. A Sermon on the death
of Queen Caroline, 1738. Artillery Election Sermon, 1739. A Discourse
on the death of the Hon. Thomas Hutchinson, 1740. A Discourse on the
death of the Prince, Frederick Lewis, 1751. A Sermon on the death of
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t}ie Bev. William Welsteed* and the Rev. Ellis Gray,t 1753. A Dissertation concerning the most venerable name of Jehovah, 1760. Convention
Sermon, 1762. The Lord's prayer: A new attempt to recover, the right
version and genuine meaning of that prayer, 1766. A modest account of
the salutations in ancient times (anonymous,) 1768. The sacred minister :
a new Poem, in five parts, respecting his qualification for the ministry and his
life and death in it. By Aurelius Prudentius Americanus, 1773. An Attempt
to show that America must have been known to the ancients, 1773. All
men will not be saved forever: or an attempt to prove that this is not a
scriptural doctrine, and to give a suflicient answer to a pamphlet entitled,
"Salvation of all men," 1782. Account of the first settlement of Boston,
published in the first volume of the Massachusetts Historical Collections.

FROM THE EEV DANIEL DANA, D, D.
NEWBURYPORT, October 17, 1854..
My Dear Sir: You doubtless recollect that on your late visit at my house, I
stated to you that I had both seen and heard the last of the Mathers; and that
you expressed a wish for such a detail on the subject in writing as my memory
might furnish. I now attempt a compliance with your request, only regretting
that my statement must of necessity be so meagre.
The event occurred in May, 1776. At that time, my father took his family to
Boston that, with himself, they might receive the small pox by inoculation. The
malady was favourable with us all; and, as our lodgings were in the vicinity of
Dr. Mather's church, I went on a certain Sabbath to hear him preach. Though
I was less than five years old, the scene appears to me as real now as if it had
occurred but yesterday. The Doctor appeared to me very old; though, if his
biographers are correct in stating that he died in 1785, at the age of seventy-nine,
he was, at this time, no more than seventy. His enunciation, as I remember it,
was extremely ungraceful,—indeed scarcely intelligible. And the fact is that his
people having generally deserted him, he preached to an audience of not more
than twenty or thirty.
It is a noticeable fact that, though the Doctor's last publication was directed
against Universalism, his church was sold, soon after his death, to an assemblage
of TJniversalists, who placed in it the well known John Murray, the apostle of
the doctrine, and its first preacher in New England.
As my own personal knowledge of Dr, Mather is so very limited, I beg to add
the following brief extract from a small work entitled " The Mather family," by
the Eev, Dr, Enoch Pond, containing the estimate he formed of the Doctor's char• WiLLiiM WELSTEED, the son of a magistrate in Boston, was bom in 1695; was graduated
at Harvard College in 1716; was a Tutor there for several years commencing with 1720; received a
»U to settle at Weston in August, 1722, which he declined; was ordained as successor to Mr.
Waldron in the New Brick chureh, Boston, March 27, 1728; received Mr. Ellis Gray as his colleagae after about ten years; and died on the 29th of September 1753. aged fifty-eight. His
death was in consequence of a fit of palsy which came upon him in church just after the 00mUencement of his first prayer in the morning service. He published the Election Sermon,
1751. He is represented as having been " an excellent Christian, an accomplished gentleman,
and an exemplary minister."
t ELLIS GBAT, a native of Boston, was the son of Edward Gray, who came' in early life
from England to this country, and was distinguished as a successful merchant, a public-spirited
ottien, and a devout Christian. He (the soiO was graduated at Harvard College in 1734; was
'™imed paetor of the New Brick church in Boston, as colleague with Mr. Welsteed, Sept. 27,
1(38; and died suddenly of palsy on the Lord's day, January 7, 1753, in the thirty-seventh
year of his age. He published a Sermon on the design of the institution of the Gospel minis^ > 1741; and a Sermon at the ordination of Thaddeus Maccarty at Kingston, 1742. The Rev.
Chandler Robbins says of him,—" Mr. Gray is described as a man of candour, prudence, and
nncerity; of solid judgment and warm heart; peculiarly fitted for the whole of his sacred office;
or clear and pathetic elocution, and of uncommon command of devotional sentiment in his
P™yer8; honest and firm in his principles; kind and obliging to all; and universally respected
ojw friends of piety and virtue."
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acter, as the result of all the information he had been able to gain concerning
him:—
" He was a man of learning, of piety and sound orthodoxy, though not a
powerful, captivating preacher. His disposition was amiable and his habits
retiring and unobtrusive, * * * He was disinclined to controversy, though
capable of undertaking it, whenever he saw the interests of t r u t h in danger."
Believe me, Dear Sir, as ever.
Very sincerely yours,
DANIEL DANA.
FROM THE HON. JAMES SAVAGE, L L D .
BOSTON, 27 October, 1854.

My Dear Sir: You will find in my young friend Robbins' History of the
Second church a better account of Dr, Samuel Mather than is elsewhere to be
seen. It happened to me to read, near thirty years ago, when Mr, Robbins was
a little boy, the same records to which he refers, relative to the difBculty between
Samuel Mather and the majority of his flock; and the impression is very strong
on my mind that an unholy earnestness led to the origin and offering of the
charge of improper conduct against the pastor; and the easy vulgarity of one or
more canting black-guards or black-guardesses was adequate to diffuse the poison.
You know he married a sister of Governor Hutchinson; and I fear that not a few
of his hearers may have envied such exaltation, many years before any actual
renown befel the brother-in-law, but for which the high rank and fortune of the
father-in-law furnished occasion,
I think it is quite evident that Mather stood well (before, during, and after,
the fiery trial,) with the religious world, outside of the Second church. In learning he was perhaps inferior to his father, yet making better use of it. Still,
there was no doubt a disadvantage in his origin and connections, that derogated
from his usefulness, A grandson of Increase, there may have been those who
would visit on his head the revenge for overbearing or slights they had suffered
from the imperious grandsire; whilst the extensive prejudice that existed against
the father could hardly fail to shed a dismal dew on the son's reputation.
My old friend Mrs, Crocker, dead many years since, was daughter of Samuel
Mather, and had many of his books, of which not a few derived value from former
possession by Cotton, and even Increase; and through her, Isaiah Thomas
obtained several very scarce works for his Antiquarian Society at Worcester.
The kind hearted old lady aided Dr. Eliot and almost every body else with recollections of the days of old,
I remain. Dear Sir, your very obedient,
JAMES SAVAGE.
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NOAH HOBART.*
1733—1773.
NOAH H O B A R T was born at Hingham, January 12, 1706. He was a son
of David Hobart, and a grandson of the Rev. Peter Hobart, the first pastor of
the cliurch in that town. He was graduated at Harvard College in 1724,
aiul wa?: ordained pastor of the First Congregational church, in Fairfield,
Conn,, February 7, 1733,
Within a few years after his settlement, a controversy arose in Fairfield
county on the subject of Episcopacy, in consequence of what the Congregationalists considered the extravagant claims of some of the Episcopal
mi>sionaries. In this controversy Mr. Hobart enlisted with great vigour.
At the close of the year 1746, he preached and published a sermon in vindication of the validity of Presbyterian ordination, which drew from Mr.
Wetmore, an Episcopal clergyman, an able and spirited reply in vindication
of the Church of England. Subsequently to this, he had for his opponents
not only 51r. Wetmore, but Dr. Johnson, Mr. Beach, and Mr. Caner,—all
justly reckoned among the lights of tbat day. He contended that it was in
no wl>e obligatory upon the people of this country to conform to the Established Church of Great Britain; that it was not prudent to join the Episcopal communion; and that for members of the New England churches to
separate from those churches, was schismatic and therefore unlawful. He
also animadverted severely on the conduct of the Society for propagating
the Gospel in foreign parts, and what he pronounced to be the misrepresentations of its missionaries. The pamphlets which he published in connection with this controversy are still extant; and they display a degree of
skill and acumen that mark their author as one of the leading spirits of his
time,

Mr, Hobart continued in the able and faithful discharge of the duties of
his ofiice forty years. The Sabbath immediately preceding his death, he
preached twice, and with more than his accustomed animation. He continued in his usual health until the evening of the Tuesday following, when
he was attacked with a disease which, before the next Sabbath, closed his
earthly existence. I n the prospect of his departure, he exhibited the
utmost composure,—which was evidently tbe effect of an unwavering confidence in the promises of the Gospel. He conversed with great freedom,
and in a most consoling manner, with his family and friends, just before he
expired; and when one who stood by his bedside, remarked to him that he
was going to receive his reward,—"I am going," said he, " I trust to
receive the mercy of God through Christ." Scarcely had these words
pissed from his lips, when it was perceived that his spirit had fled. l i e died
December 0, 1773, in tbe sixty-eighth year of his age. His funeral sermon
'•^is preached by the Rev. Noah Welles of Stamford, and was published,
Mr. Hobart lived to bury two wives, eight children, and a thousaml and
ninety-tliree parishioners. His first wife, whom he married September 22,
J"oo, was Ellen Sloss. His widow died at Plymouth, July, 1798, aged
iiinety-two. He was her third husband and she his third wife. One son,
• Welles' Fun. Serm,—Lincoln's Hist, of Hingham.—Dwight's Travels, I I I .
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John Sloss, survived him many years: he was one of the Judges of the
Supreme Court of New York; then a Senator of the United States; and
afterwards District Judge for the District of New York,—a highly respectable and worthy man.
The following is a list of Mr. Hobart's publications:—A Sermon at the
ordination of Noah Welles, 1747. A serious Address to the members of
the Episcopal separation in New England, 1748. A Sermon at the General Election, 1750. A second Address to the members of the Episcopal
separation in New England, 1751. Principles of the Congregational
Churches, &c., 1754, A Vindication of the piece entitled, The Principles
of Congregational Churches, &c., applied to the case of the late ordination
at Wallingford, occasioned by remarks made thereon by Mr. Hart, 1761.
A Sermon on the execution of Isaac Frazier, 1768.
Dr. Dwight, who, in the earlier part of his life, was contemporary with
Mr. Hobart, has left the following testimony concerning him:—
" He possessed high intellectual and moral distinction. He had a mind of great
acuteness and discernment; was a laborious student; was extensively learned,
especially in History and Theology; adorned the doctrine which he professed by
an exemplary life; and was holden in high veneration for his wisdom and virtue.
Among the American writers of the last cantury, not one has, I believe, handled the
subject of Presbyterian ordination with more ability or success,"

MATHER BYLES, D. D.*
1733—1788.
M A T H E R B Y L E S was born in Boston, March 26,1706.
He was descended
in both lines from respectable families. His father emigrated from England
to this country, and died within a year after the birth of his son. His
mother was a descendant of John Cotton and Richard Mather. He early
gave indications of a taste for literature, and was graduated at Harvard
College in 1725. Having devoted considerable time to his studies in preparation for the ministry, he commenced preaching ; and so acceptable were his
services that he received a call from the Hollis Street church, Boston, to become
its first pastor. This call he accepted, and his ordination took place December 20, 1733. The degree of Doctor of Divinity was conferred upon him
by Aberdeen College in 1765.
At an early period of his ministry, he became extensively known, especially for his literary and poetical taste, and for his indomitable wit, which
forsook him not even upon his death bed. He had also no inconsiderable
reputation as a preacher, aud the few sermons of his that remain in
print, show that he well deserved it. Nothing seems to have occurred to
affect unfavourably his relation to his people, until about the time of the
Revolutionary war, when the open and indiscriminate avowal of his tory
principles, brought him into collision with a large portion, not only of his
own society, but of the community at large in which he resided. Though
he never introduced bis political opinions in the pulpit, he was entirely
unreserved in the expression of them out of i t : in the censures which he

* Polyanthos, iv.—Tudors' Life of Otis.—Allen's Biog. Diet.
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dealt out upon the rising spirit of resistance, he spared neither friends nor
foes ; and no one of his talents was brought into exercise in this cause more
effectively, than his prodigious power of sarcasm. The consequence was
that, in 1776, his connection with his congregation was dissolved ; and, in
May, 1777, he was denounced in town meeting as an enemy to his country,
and afterwards was tried before a special court. The charges preferred
against him were, that he prayed for the King, and that he remained in
town during the seige, and received the visits of the British oflicers. He
was sentenced to be confined with his family on board a guard ship, and to
be sent with them to England , but, when the matter came before the Board
of War, he was treated respectfully, and was ordered only to be confined
for a short time to his own house. During the time that this latter sentence
took effect, he had a sentinel placed over him, who was walking constantly
before his door ; and, on one occasion, the Dr. persuaded the sentinel to go
on an errand for him, promising that he would take his place. Accordingly,
he shouldered his musket, and performed the sentinel's service during his
absence, keeping guard over himself, to the great amusement of all the
passers by. He was restored to his liberty, after a few weeks, by the removal of the guard; but the guard was afterwards replaced, and soon after
again dismissed. In reference to these circumstances he remarked that he
had been guarded, re-guarded and dis-regarded.
He never afterwards
assumed any pastoral charge, but spent the latter part of his life in retirement, and for several of his last years was sinking under bodily infirmity.
He was seized with paralysis in 1783 ; and died July 5, 1788, at the age
of eighty-two. J u s t before he expired, his intimate friend, Bishop Parker,
called to see him; and, as he entered the room and approached the bed side
of the dying man, the Dr., by lifting his finger, signified that he wished him
to bend over and place his ear near to his lips,—which the Bishop accordingly did. With tlje ruling passion strong in death, the Dr. said,—" I have
almost got to that world where there are no bishops." Said the Bishop in
reply, " I hoped, Dr., that you were going to the Shepherd and Bishop
of souls."
In person, Dr. Byles was tall, well proportioned, and altogether commanding in his appearance. His voice was at once melodious and powerful,
and his manner of address, both in public, and in private, highly popular.
His literary merit gave him considerable distinction, even in England : Pope,
Lansdowne, and Watts, were among his correspondents. Pope sent him a
splendid quarto copy of the Odyssey; and Dr. Watts sent him his works
as they were successively published. These memorials are still preserved
with reverential care by his descendants.
The most remarkable feature of his character was his exuberant and
**kaustless wit. This was often exercised without much discrimination;
and, though it gained him many a laugh, it lost him many a friend. The
wUowmg anecdotes, most of them contained in Tudor's Life of Otis, may
8erve to illustrate this striking peculiarity.
Directly opposite to his house, at the angle of Nassau street, which was
iQtmerly without pavement, there was a bad slough in wet weather. I t
''ippened one day that two of the select men who had the care of the
•*reets, drivitig in a chaise, stuck fast in this hole, and were obliged to get
"nt m the mud to endeavour to extricate their vehicle. Dr. Byles came out,
•"d making them a respectful bow, said,—" Gentlemen, I have often
VOL. I.
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complained to you of this nuisance, without any attention being paid to it,
and I am very glad to see you stirring i7i this matter now."
In the year 1780, a most extraordinary obscurity pervaded the atmosphere
on a particular day, which is always designated as " the dark day." Whatever may have been the cause of it, it excited great speculation, and, for the
time, no inconsiderable alarm. A lady, who lived in the same neighbourhood
with the Doctor, sent her servant to inquire of him how the remarkable phenomenon was to be accounted for,—whether he really believed that the last
day had come. " Give my compliments to your mistress," said he, "and
tell her that I am just as much in the dark as she is."
A ship from London brought out three hundred street lamps for the town
of Boston. I t happened that, on the same day, a female neighbour, who
was regarded as a New-Light, with a weak mind and whining manner, called
to pay her respects to the Doctor. Not being particularly desirous to
detain his visitor, he soon asked in a tone fitted to awaken curiosity,
whether she had heard the news. " N o , dear Doctor," said she,—"what
news? " " Why three hundred New-Lights have come over in a ship that
arrived this morning from London." "Bless me, I had not heard of it,"
" Yes, and the selectmen have wisely ordered them to be put in irons immediately," He accomplished his object; for she immediately hurried away
to make further inquiries.
On one occasion Mr, Prince, the minister of the Old South church, had
engaged, as Dr. B. supposed, to preach for him Sabbath afternoon ; and the
Dr.'s understanding of the case was that they were to meet in the pulpit.
Dr. B. accordingly went at the usual hour of service, but Mr. P had not
come. With the confident expectation that he would be there in a few
moments, and unwilling that the commencement of the service should be
delayed, he began it himself; and had actually proceeded as far as the
sermon, when Mr. Prince was still among the missing. He then arose,
opened his Bible, and told his congregation how he had been disappointed
in respect to his brother Prince; and as he had no sermon with him, and
was unwilling that they should retire without at least a word of exhortation,
he would address them for a few moments on an appropriate passage which
they would find in the 3d verse of the 146th Psalm,—" Put not your trust
in Pri7ices."
His preaching was generally solemn and impressive, though it was occasionally marred, as may be inferred from the anecdote just related, by some
unseasonable sallies of wit. On being asked why he did not preach politics,
he replied, " I have thrown up four breastworks, behind which I have
entrenched myself,—neither of which can be forced. In the first place, I
do not understand politics ; in the second place you all do,—every man and
mother's son of you ; In the third place, you have politics all the week—
pray let one day out of seven be devoted to religion ; and in the fourth place,
I am engaged in a work of infinitely greater importance. Give me any
subject to preach upon of more consequence than the truths I bring to you,
and I will preach it on the next Sabbath."
That Dr. Byles' wit did not prevent him from being sometimes very
serious, is evident from the following letter which he addressed to his
nephew, Mr. Jeremy (afterwards the Rev. Dr.) Belknap, who bad asked his
counsel, in a state of deep spiritual depression. The letter, written in
1765, is preserved in the Life of Dr. Belknap, by his granddaughter.
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" Jfv Dear Child: It is with a mi.xture of pleasure and sorrow that I road your letter. ' i am pleased to see your great care not to enter the ministry in a state of unrenewed nature; and I am grieved at your censure upon yourself. It is impossible for
vour uncle to write particularly to so general a state of tho case; but I wish I could
have a personal conference with you. That Divinity is undoubtedly true which Dr,
Sewall ^'ave you:—' He that consents to be saved by Christ in his own vvay, has saving
tilth.' 'He "who hungers and thirsts after righteousness, has a right to the Lord's
table,' >or have you informed me how you are certain this was not your case. Perhaps you are coiiseiuus to the prevailing power of some temptation, which yet you
abhor", and pray and watch against. But while your sin really is your hurt hen, the
way to obtain strength under it certainly is not to turn your back upon the Lord's
table. God, who sees your infirmities, sees also your resistance, your agonies, your
repentances. But I talk at random. Could I see you, I might perhaps speak more
tothe purpose.
"Iain pleased to see your regards to the work of the ministry, 'Tis what you
choose. And why do you choose it? Perhaps answering this very question to yourself may relieve your anxious heart.
''May God bless you, my son, and sanctify and comfort you; and introduce you
with the noblest preparation into the ministry.
" So prays your affectionate
'•M. BYLES."

Dr, Byles was twice married. His first wife was the niece of Governor
Bclelier, and his second the daughter of Lieutenant Governor Taller. His
son, Mather, was graduated at Harvard College in 1751, and was settled as
pastor of the Congregational church in New London, Conn., Nov. 18, 1757.
He was dismissed in 1768, having become an Episcopalian ; and in the same
year was inducted into office, as tbe Rector of Christ Church, Boston.
Here he continued to discbarge his ministerial duties till April, 1775, when
he accepted an invitation to the church in Portsmouth, N. H, He was
there, however, but a short time; for in 1776, owing, no doubt, to his
strong loyal sentiments, he left the country, and took up his residence for a
time in Halifax. In 1778 he was proscribed and banished. After the war,
he was settled as both Rector and Chaplain at St. Johns, New Brunswick,
where he died iMarch 12, 1814, He published a Thanksgiving Sermon at
New London, 1760, The degree of Doctor of Divinity was conferred upon
him by the University of Oxford in 1770, Dr. Byles' two daughters lived
and died in the old family mansion at Boston : tbe one deceased in 1835;
the other in Is^T, They remained true to their loyal principles till the
'I'Me of life,—acknowledging no allegiance except to the British Sovereign.
Their house was full of antique curiosities and memorials of their loyalty.
They seenied to live chiefly amidst recollections of the palmy days of their
acquaintance with General Howe, Lord Percy, and other British officers,
and talked with huge self-complacency of their having walked arm in arm
^ith some of these distinguished men, on Boston Common. They would
never consent either to sell their house or have it altered; and when it
became necessary, in tbe progress of public improvements, that part of it
should be removed, tbey regarded it as nothing less than sacrilege, which
they could oppose only with unavailing remonstrances. The elder sister
felt the shock so deeply, that there is some reason to believe that it hasteneJ her departure from the world. " That," said the survivor,—"that is one
'' the consi;queiie(s of living in a Republic. Had we been living under a
•^'n;:. he would have cared nothing about our little property, and we could
MTe eiijfiyed it in our own way as long as wc lived. But," continued she,
"''"•re 1> one comfort,—tbat there is not a creature in the States that will
be any letter for what we shall leave behind us." And she was true to her
ford; for the estate all passed into the possession of relatives in the Prov-
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inces. On the accession of William I V to the throne, one of the sisters,
who had known the sailor King during the Revolution, addressed to him a
congratulatory epistle, assuring him that tho family of Dr. Byles never had
renounced, and never would renounce, their allegiance to the British Crown.
Dr. Byles published a number of popular Essays in the New England
Weekly Journal, which are marked by one of the letters composing the
word Celoiza; a Poem on the death of George I. and the accession of
George I I . , 1727 ; an Elegy addressed to Governor Belcher on the death of
the Hon. Daniel Oliver, 1732 ; a Poetical Epistle to Governor Belcher on
the death of his lady, 1736 ; a Poem on tbe death of the Queen, 1738;
Poems: The Conflagration; The God of Tempest and Earthquake, 1744.
He published also a Sermon on the character of the perfect and upright
man, 1729; a Sermon on the nature and necessity of Conversion, 1732;
a Sermon entitled " T h e flourish of the annual Spring," 1739; Artillery
Election Sermon, 1740; a Sermon on setting our affections on things above,
1740; a Sermon on the glorious rest of Heaven, 1745; a Sermon before an
execution, 1751 ; a Sermon at the Thursday Lecture, 1751; a Sermon on
the death of Mrs. Catharine Dummer, 1752; a Sermon on the Earthquake,
1755; a Sermon at the ordination of his son at New London, 1757; a Sermon at the Thanksgiving for the success of the British arms, 1760; a Sermon on the death of the Hon. William Dummer, 1761 ; a Sermon on the
present vileness of the body, and its future glorious change, (second edition,)
1771.
FROM THE REV SAMUEL J. MAY,
April 12, 1848.
Dear Sir: The parents of my father, the late Joseph May, Esq, of Boston,
lived at the South end of the city, not far from Dr, Byles' residence. They were
not members of the church to which he ministered, but always treated him, and
instructed their children to treat him, respectfully, because he was a neighbour
and a minister. My father went to his house frequently, and took pleasure in
paying him such attentions as a lad could render. He treasured up many of his
witticisms, and occasionally repeated them. But I find that most of them have
escaped my memory, excepting those wliich Mr, Tudor has preserved in his Life
of Otis,
Mr. Tudor states that " in 1776 his connection with his congregation was dissolved." My father,—then sixteen years of age, was the only witness of the
last interview which the Doctor had with his church. I have so often listened
to the account of what he then saw and heard, that I have a very vivid perception of the scene. It took place in the first meeting house that was built upon
the spot where the Hollis street church now stands. During the occupancy of
Boston by the British troops, this church had been used as a barrack. The pews
had been torn up and piled away in one of the galleries, to be used for fuel as
occasion might require, A box stove stood in the centre of the floor, the pipe of
whicli went up perpendicularly through the roof. The floor had been littered
all over with straw, some of which remained scattered about; although the
house had been put in some order for the important occasion to which my narrative refers,
Dr, Byles, as Mr. Tudor states, had rendered himself obnoxious to the Revolutionists by his obvious inclination to the sid^e of the King of England, His
unpopularity on this account quickened the perceptions of the people, so that
they discerned in his life and conversation much that was unbecoming in a minister of the Gospel, It was therefore determined by his parishioners that, as soon
as practicable, measures should be taken to dismiss him. Accordingly, after the
SYRACUSE,
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dty had been evacuated by the British, and the people had returned from the
country towns to which they had fled, and begun to " put things to rights," the
members of the church in Hollis street mustered themselves, and prepared to
deal with their minister, as they were in duty bound. Notice was given that, on
a certain day, the church would meet their pastor, and show cause why a mutual
conndl should be called to dissolve the relation of the parties.
My father went to the meeting house at the time .appointed, to see and hear all
that should transpire. The scene was a desolate one. Nothing was standing on
thefloorof the house but the pulpit and the stove. The male members of the
church were already assembled, and seated in one of the galleries, awaiting in
silence, and some evident trepidation, the approach of the great man against
whom they were to "prefer charges," In due time, the door opened slowly,
and Dr, Byles entered the house with an imposing solemnity of manner. He
was dressed in his ample flowing robes and bands, under a full bush wig that
had been recently powdered, surmounted by a large three-cornered hat. He
walkedfromthe door to the pulpit with a long and measured tread, ascended
the stairs, hung his hat upon the peg, and seated himself After a few moments,
he turned with a portentous air towards the gallery where his accusers sat, and
sud,— If ye have aught to communicate, say on,"
Then arose one of the deacons of the church, a man of diminutive stature and
feeble voice; and, having unfolded a manuscript, commenced reading—" The
church of Christ in Hollis street"—" Louder," said the Dr. in his deep toned,
aonorous voice. The deacon raised his voice and began again—" The church of
Christ in Hollis street"—"Louder," said the Dr., in a higher key. The little
man in the gallery exerted himself to throw out his voice with more force, and
readthe third time the same words. "Louder," shouted the Dr,, " L o u d e r , !
say." At this the deacon strained himself to the utmost; and trembling with
the effort and with dread of the angry man who sat before him, proceeded to
read specifications of unministerial and otherwise improper conduct alleged by
the church against their pastor. When the third or fourth had been read. Dr.
Byles rose and shouted out upon the top of his stentorian voice,—"'Tis false;
tiafalse; 'tis felse; and the church of Christ in Hollis street knows that 'tis
Mse." At the same moment, seizing his hat, he planted it upon his head,
descended hastily from the pulpit, and walked out of the church never to enter
it again; leaving the deacon and the members to manage the matter in their own
way and their own time.
I wiU add two or three other anecdotes concerning Dr, Byles, which I rememhertohave heard from my father, of which Mr. Tudor has made no record.
Soon after the arrival of the British troops that first came to Boston, Dr,
Byles was riding by the common on which they were encamped. "So, so,"
•aid he to the gentleman who accompanied him, " I perceive the American grievances are re-ddressed." " A h , " replied his companion, " t h a t won't do. Dr.,
jouhave ia double d there," " Well," cried the Dr,, " I have a right to the
double D, and have had this ten years,"
You may remember the lower tier of the windows of King's Chapel in Boston
are bnt half the size 'of those of the upper tier. The church was erected at a
'•Be when the prejudices against Episcopalians were very bitter, and the style
M the building was not a little ridiculed. Dr, Byles was passing by one day
'Tth a friend—"IIo," cried the Dr,, pointing to the low windows, " I had
w d that the Ei^lish Church was furnished with canons; but I did not know
Wore that it also had port holes,"
Joseph Green, Esq. was a contemporary of Dr, Byles, and a rival both in wit
^^P'Xit'y- I have, in a manuscript volume written by my father, several of Mr.
Jj'*en's effusions, some of which are pretty good. It used to be said of Dr,
yies that, if he dared to cross the ocean, he would become an Episcopalian,
•"• taunt Green sometimes would throw at him. On one occasion. Dr. Byles
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ventured to go by packet from Boston to Nova Scotia. He returned much
delighted with his adventure, and poured out his emotions in a " Hymn to be
sung at sea," I t was by no means without poetic and devotional merit. But
Joseph Green seized upon it as a subject for satire, and wrote a parody, excellent of its kind, which greatly provoked Dr. Byles, and called out a parody of
the parody. My father used to repeat all three of these poetic effusions; but I
fear they are now lost.
Very truly yours,
SAMUEL J , MAY.
FROM THE REV JOHN PIERPONT.
TROT, March 14, 1848.

My Dear Sir: Since I received your letter, asking for something by which to
illustrate the character of my witty predecessor, Dr, Byles, I have fallen, in my
newspaper reading, upon the enclosed anecdotes,* which, supposing that they
would be quite in your line, I cut out and herewith enclose to you.
One of the witticisms which has come down to this generation from the Dr.,
was connected with the very " g u a r d " of which the accompanying scrap
speaks. While that guard was standing in front of the Dr,'s house, some visitor
asked him what that was standing out there so patiently,—" 0 , " said the old
gentleman, " that's an observe-a-tory."
During the trial to which the enclosed refers, one of his parishioners whose
Christian name was Eben, but who was familiarly called Ebby, and who withal
was not remarkable for the brilliancy of his intellect, was giving in his testimony; and, not speaking very audibly, the party on trial, putting up his hand
back of his ear, and leaning forward as if a little deaf, asked with great gravity,
" W h a t does that Ebby-dunce (evidence) say
'i"
The first President Adams gave me, one day that I was dining with him, one
of the old Dr,'s pastoral salutations, which I will give you and close. Calling
upon one of his parish, who was suftering from small pox, but able to sit up in
his bed, the good Dr., as he entered the chamber, gave him, in Latin, the
salutation, " P e a c e be with y o u ; " but giving the first vowel the sound of
the broad English a as in hall, and the second vowel the continental sound, to
the great comfort of the patient, made it, " pox take ' e m , " — ( p a x te cum,)
Well, my dear Sir, I think that will do. Peace be with you, and believe me,
Your friend and fellow servant,
J O H N PIERPONT.
• The same given by Tudor.
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JONATHAN TODD.*
1733—1791.
JONATHAN TODD was a son of Jonathan and Sarah (Morrison) Todd,
and was born in New Haven, March 20, 1713. He was graduated at Yale
College in 1732. Ho commenced preaching after studying Theology a few
months, and in May, 1733, was invited to preach with reference to a settlement, at East Guilford, Conn. On the 27th of August, he received a call to
settle there; and, on tbe 17th of September, gave an affirmative answer. He
was ordained on the 24th of October following,—the ordination sermon
being preached by the Rev. Joseph Noyes of New Haven. The church and
sixiety of which he took charge, had then been vacant about two years and a
half, in consequence of tbe death of the Rev. John Hart.
The years 1750 and 1751 formed a melancholy period in Mr. Todd's ministry, on account of a distressing pestilence that prevailed among his people,
and swept aw.ay a large number of his most substantial friends and support,ers. The burden of labour and affliction that rested upon him during this
period, he endured with exemplary patience and fidelity.
Mr. Todd had an important part in the famous controversy that took
place in 175S, relative to the ordination of the Rev. James Dana at Wallingford. Not only was he a member of the council tbat ordained him, but
he subsequently published, in a large pamphlet, a " Narrative of the proceedings "' in reference to i t ; and afterwards, a " Defence ' of his " Narrative"
in reply to "Serious Remarks " which had been made upon it by the Rev.
Edward Eells.t These pamphlets are able, and spirited, and exhibit great
leal for the perfect independence of the churches.
Mr. Todd continued his labours, with little interruption, till the last year
of his life. He outlived all in his parish who were heads of families when
he was ordained ; and, at the time of his death, he had held the sacred ofiice
longer than any other person then living in the State. He exhibited great
tranqudllty during his decline, and was found waiting in joyful hope for the
hour of his departure. He died at East Guilford, February 24, 1791, in
the seventy-eighth year of his age, and the fifty-eighth of his ministry.
Hi- funeral sermon was preached by the Rev. Amos Fowler t of Guilford ;
and, on the two succeeding Sabbaths, sermons having reference to his death,
were preached by the Rev. John Devotion of Saybrook, and the Rev. Dr.
Bana uf Xew Haven,
Mr. Todd was married to Elizabeth, daughter of Samuel Couch of Fairfi'l i. Conn, She died on the 14th of December, 1783, at the age of seventyfi^e. They had no children.
Mr. Todd published a Sermon entitled "Young people warned," 1740;
Connecticut Election Sermon, 1749 ; a Sermon on the death of the Rev.
• 1 '(Tier's Fun. Serm,—Elliott's New Year's Serm.—MSS. from collateral relatives.
11 ij"^^ ^''" '^^^''''S was a son of the Rev. Nathaniel Eells of Scituate, Mass,; was graduated

''fM; and died Feb. 10, 1800, aged seventy-two. Besides the Sermon at Mr. Todd s fune'' le publijhcd one at the ordination of Timothy Stone, 1767.

384

TRINITARIAN CONGREGATIONAL,

Nathaniel Chauncy, 1756 ; N a r r a t i v e of the P r o c e e d i n g s of the church in
Wallingford, 1759 ; R e p l y to E e l l s ' R e m a r k s on the above, 1760 ; a Sermon on the death of the R e v . Thomas R u g g l e s , 1770 ; a Sermon on the
death of Timothy Hill, 1 7 8 1 ; a Sermon at the funeral of A m a n d a Redfield, 1783.
FROM THE REV DAVID D, F I E L D , D, D.
STOCKBEIDGB, October 3, 1851.

Dear Sir: The Rev, Mr, Todd, concerning whom you ask for my reminiscences,
was the minister of my native parish at the time of my birth. He baptized me
in infancy, and catechised me in childhood; and though he died before I reached
mature years, I have a distinct recollection of his appearance, and I believe a tolerably correct impression of his character, I may add, that there was a more
than common intimacy between him and my father's family, iu consequence of
his being related to my mother,
I remember him only as an old man; but he retained his faculties to an uncommon degree, and his frame was very little bowed by age. He was of a more
than commonly spare habit, had a dark hazel, but bright, eye, and a countenance
by no means wanting in intelligence, but yet specially marked by benignant and
generous feeling. He had a great reputation as a scholar, and was pronounced
by President Stiles, than whom a more competent judge could hardly be found,
to be one of the most accomplished linguists of his day. Nor were his literary
acquisitions confined to the languages merely—iu history and other kindred
branches, few clergymen of Connecticut probably could compare with him. As
a preacher, he held a highly respectable standing among his brethren; though I
think, if there was any prominent fault in his sermons, it was a lack of directness. This remark, if I mistake not, will be sustained by an examination of his
printed discourses, of which there are a considerable number still extant; and
yet these discourses cannot be read by pious and earnest persons, without profit.
He did not belong to the stricter school of Calvinists, and it may be doubted
whether, properly speaking, he was a Calvinist, He was involved in the famous
Wallingford controversy respecting the settlement of Dr, Dana, and by the part
tvhich he took in it, rendered himself somewhat obnoxious to some of his Calvinistic brethren; and he is said to have had some misgivings, in tbe review, as to
the expediency of the course which he adopted, IIo evidently felt a deep interest in the progress of religion, and I remember to have heard one of the deacons
of the church,—a correct and godly man, speak of the great joy which Mr,
Todd manifested, when he was made acquainted with the fact that he and some
others were the subjects of serious impressions. He exhibited great loveliness in
bis private intercourse, and was, I believe, very exemplary in the discharge of
his pastoral duties. He was a man of more than common sagacity. He was
extensively known, and highly respected, as one of the leading clergymen in the
State,
Very truly yours,
DAVID D, FIELD.
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ROBERT BRECK, 2d.^
1733—1784.
ROBERT B R E C K was a son of the Rev. Robert Breck of Marlborough,
Mass., and was born July 25, 1713, He was graduated at Harvard College in 1730, at the early age of seventeen. He is supposed to have studied Theology under the direction of his father. We hear of him as a preacher, first, about the close of 1733 or the beginning of 1734, at Scotland, a
parish of Windham, Conn., where he seems to have supplied the pulpit a
considerable time. In May, 1734, about six months after the death of their
former pastor,—the Rev. Daniel Brewer,t— the first parish in Springfield
applied to Mr. Breck to preach with reference to settlement. Shortly after
he commenced his labours among them, reports unfavourable to his character,
particularly his orthodoxy, reached some of the neighbouring ministers;
and, upon making inquiry of the Rev. Thomas (afterwards President) Clap,
then of Windham,—who was referred to as authority in the case, they
received such confirmation of the reports as led them to believe that they
eould not conscientiously advise the people of Springfield to choose him for
their pastor; and, if they should, that they could not assist in ordaining
him. Their scruples were communicated to Mr. Breck by one or more of
their number; and they were not unknown to at least a portion of the parish;
nevertheless, on the 15th of August following, the parish proceeded to give
hun a call. He was not, however, satisfied with their proposals ; and, as
they were not disposed to amend them in accommodation to his wishes, the
treaty, for that time, was closed, and Mr. Breck left them. Some individuals in the parish, apprehending that an undue infiuence adverse to Mr.
Breck, had been exerted by the neighbouring ministers, moved in favour of
repeating the call to him; and, accordingly, on the 24th of April, 1735, the
call was actually renewed, though the terms of it seem to have remained the
same. Hg then gave an aifirmative answer, and was ordained July 26,
1736, being in the twenty-third year of his age. The greater part of the
Hampshire Association earnestly opposed the ordination, on the ground not
only of laxness in religious doctrine, but of alleged improprieties of conduct; while a portion of the church and society remonstrated against it as
M irregular and unchristian procedure. So great was the opposition
MDong both the ministers and the people, that the council, when they first
convened for the purpose of ordaining him, did not think proper to proceed;
aid the ordination was actually put off; and, even during the time of their
first session, he was arrested by a civil officer, and carried to Connecticut
"to answer to such things as should be objected to him." The clergymen
who composed the council that finally ordained him, were the Rev. Messrs.
William Cooper, William Welsteed, and Samuel Mather, of Boston, the
*Lathrop"g Fun. Serm.—Osgood's Hist. Disc.—Verbal communication from Dr. Lathrop.
t DAUIEL BREWER was a native of Roxbury, and was the son of Daniel Brewer, who is said
" w e been born in England. He was graduatedat Harvard College in 1687; wasordained
1»«torof the church in Springfield, May IC, 1694; and died Nov. 5, 1733, in the sixty-sixth
JWrof his age. He published a Sermon entitled " God's help to be sought in time of war
•"l>»due sense of the vanity of what help man can afTord," 1724.
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Rev. William Cooke of Sudbury,* the Rev. William Williamst of Hatfield,
the Rev. Isaac Chauncy of Hadley, the Rev. Ebenezer Devotion of Sufiield,
and the Rev. William Randl; of Sunderland. The sermon was preached by
the Rev. Mr. Cooper, and was published.
I t seems diificult to reconcile the charges of heterodoxy that were made
against Mr. Breck,—such as a denial of the doctrine of predestination, of
the necessity of Christ's vicarious sacrifice, or of faith in Christ in order to
salvation, with the creed which he presented to the ordaining council; and
perhaps it should be added that it is equally diflficult to reconcile with his
creed his own previous admissions, or his subsequent acknowledged views.
The controversy above referred to was the occasion of three very spirited
pamphlets; two by the Association of the county, and one by the ordaining
council; and these pamphlets contain nearly every thing that is now known
upon the subject. Tbat Mr. Breck, previous to his ordination, acted with
great indiscretion, and was chargeable with something that had at least the
appearance of unworthy tergiversation, may be fairly inferred from his own
statements ; but, from the time of his settlement, he evinced the most prudent and conciliatory spirit, taking care to show special kindness to those
who, he knew, were most opposed to him ; and, by this means, he succeeded not only in uniting the parish under his ministrations, but in securing the
good will of at least the greater part of the ministers of the Association. I
heard Dr. Lathrop, who knew him well, and studied theology under him,
say that, for some time after his settlement,—if he wished a favour from
any of his parishioners, he was sure to ask it of some one of his opponents;
that the request always excited abtonl-^bment, and that the individual applied
to would say,—" Why I thought he knew that I was not friendly to him—
well if he does not know it, he shall not,"—and henceforth was found in the
number of his friends. I t was by the practice of such ingenious devices,
in a great measure, that he disarmed hostility, and rendered himself exceedingly popular throughout tbe whole community. He did not hesitate, in
later years, to speak of the earlier part of his course in terms of strong
disapprobation. He had through life the reputation of being thoroughly an
Arminian, Jonathan Edwards and he belonged to the same Association;
And sometimes shot barbed arrows at each other,
Mr. Breck was married, on the 28th of April, 1736, to Eunice, daughter
of the Rev. Daniel Brewer, bis predecessor in the ministry. They had
four children. After the death of Mrs. Breck, he was married, November
* WILLIAM COOKE was a native of Hadley, Mass.; wag graduated at Harvard College in
1716; was ordained at Sudbury, March 20, 1723; and died Nov. 12, 1760, aged sixty-four. He
published a Sermon at the ordination of Elisha Jlarsh; [who was born in Hadley; was graduated at Harvard College in 1738; was ordained at Westminster, Mass,, Oct, 20, 1742; was dismissedin 17o7 ; and died in 1784.] and a Sennon at the ordination of Samuel Baldwin, [who was
born in Sudbury; was graduated at Harvard College in 1762; was ordained at Hanover, Dec.
1, 1756.; and died in 1784. He published the Anniversary Sermon at Plymouth, 1775.]
t Invited, but did not attend.
t WiLtiiAM RAND was a native of Charlestown; was graduated at Harvard College in 1721;
was ordained pastor of the church in Sunderland, Mass,, May 20,1724; was dismissed in 1745; was
installed,at Kingston in 1746; and died In 1779, aged seventy-nine. He published a Sermon
at the ordination of David Parsons at Hadley, 1739; a Sermon at the ordination of Abraham
Hill; [who was born at Cambridge; was graduated at Harvard College in 1737 : was ordained
at Shutesbury, Mass., Oct. 27, 1742; was dismissed Feb. 27, 1778; and died at Oxford, June 8,
1788, aged sixty-nine..] a Sermon at the ordination of Abraham Williams; [who was born at
Marlborough, Mass,; was graduated at Harvard College in 1744; was ordained at Sandwich
June 14, 1749; and died August, 1784, aged fifty-eight. He published the Election Sermon,
1762.] Massachusetts Convention Sermon, 1757.
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16,1773, to Helena, widow of the Rev. Edward Dorr,* of Hartford.
Mr.
Breck died of consumption, April 23, 1784, in the seventy-first year of his
age, and the forty-ninth of his ministry. The Rev. Joseph (afterwards Dr.)
Lathrop preached his funeral sermon, which was printed.
Mr. Breck's publications are a Sermon preached in the Brattle street
church, Boston, 1748; a Sermon preached at Springfield on the day which
completed a century from the burning of the town by the Indians, 1775;
a Sermon preached at Amherst, at the funeral of the Rev. David Parsons,
1781; a Sermon preached at Longmeadow at the funeral of the Rfev. Stephen Williams, D. D., 1782 ; a sermon preached at Amherst at the ordination of the Rev. David Parsons, 1782.
The following is from Mr. Lathrop's sermon at Mr. Breck's funeral:—
" liis intellectual powers which werenaturally superior, were brightened by his education, and enlarge'd by an extensive acquaintance with men and books. As he
accustomed himself to a close manner of reasoning and thinking, and filled up his
time with diligent application, so he acquired a rich furniture of the most useful
knowledge. History was his amusement,—Divinity his study: he excelled in the
knowledge of both, especially the latter,
" His natural disposition was remarkably cheerful and pleasant, and his conversation was exceedingly instructive and entertaining,—sometimes enlivened with a little
well-timed humour, but always consistent with the sobriety of the Christian, and the
dignity of the minister.
"He was easy of access, given to hospitality, faithful in his friendships, tender and
attentive in all domestic relations, compassionate to the distressed, and a lover of
mankind. In a word, he was an accomplished gentleman and an exemplary Christian.
"As a member of society, he studied the things which make for the common peace
and happiness. With a just sense of the necessity of subordination and good government, he abhorred all tyranny in State and usurpation in Church, and was a steady
advocate for true, rational liberty in both.
" In the ministerial orb he shone the brightest. He knew how to move within his
sphere and how to fill his circle.
" His attendance on the duties of his profession was constant; his preparations for
the sanctuary were mature; his public prayers were deliberate and solemn; his
sermons'were filled with sentiment; his thoughts pertinent, naturally arranged,
comprised within a narrow compass, dressed in the most proper language, and communicated in the easiest manner.
'•Hi,s addresses were familiar and affectionate, and his reproofs plain and pungent,
and delivered with such a happy mixture of boldness and tenderness, that they were
often effectual,—never offensive,
" His religious sentiments were formed on a careful examination of the Scriptures,
without servile attachment to sects or systems. His turn of thinking was libera),
yet scriptural; exalted, yet humble,
_ "His sense of human weakness and depravity led him to admire the gracious provision of the Gospel, which, in his public discourses, he was careful to represent, both
m its suitableness to relieve the guilt and imbecility of fallen creatures, and in its
tendency to promote real holiness of heart and life.
"The greatness and benevolence of his mind raised him superior to that bigotry
which has sometimes dishonoured a Christian profession. Steady in his own pnnoiples,
he was candid toward such as differed from him, and disposed to charitable thoughts
of such as seemed to have the spirit of the Gospel, though they might err in speculation. If ever he was severe against opinions, it was when he apprehended them to be
of licentious tendency.
His knowledge of human nature enabled him to conduct with singular prudence,
and contributed much to his uncommon usefulness in his station.
As his judgment was highly valued, and his integrity tinsuspected, so he was often
consulted in cases of diflSculty, and was often the happy instrument of preventing or
healing dangerous contentions.
In him the young minister and candidate, acting with becoming modesty and seriousness, was sure to find a patron and a friend. While ho despised the assuming airs
01 vanity and self-confidence, he loved to encourage modest worth.
* EDWARD DoRE was bom at Lyme, Conn.; was graduated at Yale College in 1742; was
Srift*^ pastor of the Second church in Hartford, April 20, 1748; and died Got. 20, 1772, in
«• Bflieth year of his age. He published the Conn. Election Sermon, 1765.
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" A s he was a lover of mankind in general, so he had a most ardent affection for
the people of his own charge, and from them experienced as warm a return,
" In the beginning of the last summer, he found his constitution, which was naturally slender, sensibly failing. Though his people and friends flattered themselves,
they could not flatter him, with the hope of his recovery. He often, both in public
and private, with the greatest imaginable composure, expressed his apprehension that
the time of his departure was very near. Anxious for the welfare of his people, he
protracted his public labours till weakness constrained him to desist; and then, on a
small return of strength, resumed them again. It was his earnest desire that he might
not long survive his usefulness; and Heaven was pleased to grant his request,
" Through the course ofhis lingering illness, he retained much of his natural cheerfulness, exercised the most exemplary patience, calmly noticed every new .symptom
of approaching death, to which, when it arrived, he resigned himself with the dignity
of a Christian.
" H e spoke in humblest terms of himself, but professed an entire reliance on Divine
mercy through a Mediator, knowing whom he had believed, and conscious that through
grace his conversation had been in simplicity and godly sincerity,
'•' The removal of Mr, Breck is a sensible loss to all of the neighbouring churches,
but especially to the people to whom he was immediately related."

JOHN SERGEANT.*
1734—1749.
J O H N S E R G E A N T was born in Newark, N. J., in the year 1710. A
wound in his left hand deprived him of the power of manual labour in
early life, in consequence of which, he was led to seek a collegiate educa.tion. His father died while he was cjuite young, and he was educated by
his step-father. Col. John Cooper. He was graduated at Yale College in
1729, and was Tutor there from 1731 to 1735. I t was while he was an
undergraduate in College, that he supposed himself to be the subject of a
spiritual renovation, and formed the purpose of devoting himself to the
Christian ministry.
In the Western part of Massachusetts, (now Berkshire county,) there was
a small tribe of Indians, called the Housatonnoc tribe, probably because
they lived upon a river to which they had given this name, and which retains
it to this day. The word signifies over the mou7itain. Of these Indians
the General Assembly, about the year 1720, purchased two townships on
the river above mentioned, with the reservation of two small tracts, the
one called Skatekook, which is now included in Sbefiield, and the other
Wnahktukook, in Stockbridge. At each of these places, there were a few
Indian families, M'hen the English commenced their settlement near them;
and Kunkapot, the principal person at Wnahktukook, was soon discovered
to be an industrious, worthy man, and favourably inclined towards Christianity. The Commissioners for Indian affairs at Boston, of whom Grovernor
Belcher was one, having had these circumstances brought to their notice,
despatched the Rev. Mr. Bull of Westfield, and the Rev. Mr. Williams of
Springfield, (Longmeadow,) to confer with the Indians in respect to the
establishment of a missionary among them ; and, at the same time, the
Governor was pleased to bestow upon Kunkapot the commission of Captain,
and upon Umpachanee,—another Indian, well disposed towards the English, and the principal person at Skatekook, that of Lieutenant. The con-

* Life by Hopkins.
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terence between the'deputation and the Indians took place in July, 1734 ;
md the result of it was that the Indians agreed to receive a minister, who
should teach them to read, and instruct them in the truths of the Gospel.
The obstacles to the establishment of a mission being now all removed,
the next thing was to find a suitable person to undertake the arduous work;
uid Mr. Sergeant was the one selected. He cheerfully consented to engage
In it; and in October, 1734, left New Haven, and went in company with
Mr. Bull of Westfield, to explore the field of his future labours. Immediately on his arrival there, he delivered a short discourse to the Indians
through an interpreter,—an Indian by the name of Ebe7iezer. They listened to him with great attention ; and the interpreter, who had before considerable knowledge of the principles of the Christian religion, now expressed
a strong desire to make an open profession of his faith; and, accordingly,
the next day, he was baptized by Mr. Bull at the wigwam of the Lieutenant.
Thus the smiles of Heaven seemed to rest upon the mission in its very
beginning.
Mr. Sergeant persuaded the Indians who lived at Skatekook and Wnahktukook, eight or ten miles distant from each other, to fix upon some intermediate spot, where they should live together for the greater convenience of
assembling on the Sabbath, and having their children instructed. Here they
erected a building, which answered the double purpose of a school house
and a place of worship ; and around it they constructed small huts for the
accommodation of their families. This establishment, however, was only
for the winter ; for, in the summer, they separated and returned to their
little tracts of land, to plant corn and beans,—the only vegetables which
they cultivated. Their principal reliance for subsistence was upon hunting.
Mr. Sergeant, in addition to the dif&culties which he had to contend with,
arising from the ignorance and degradation of the Indians, had to encounter
opposition to his benevolent designs from a quarter where he had not expected
it. The Dutch traders from the Hudson river, who had supplied the Indians
with rum at an extravagant price, and had taken advantage of their fits of
intoxication to make dishonest bargains with them, saw, in the approach of
Christianity, an omen of evil to their traflac ; and hence they exerted themselves to the utmost to resist the establishment of the mission. Mr. Sergeant, however, succeeded in convincing the Indians of the treacherous
designs of the traders, and thus efiectually neutralized their influence.
In December, agreeably to his promise when he left New Haven, he
returned to the Cgllege, to remain until Commencement with the class of
which he had had the charge. He took with him two Indian boys, the sons
of the Captain and Lieutenant; and left in his school at Housatonnoc Mr.
Timothy Woodbridge of West Springfield, who rendered important service
in aid of the mission. During his absence, he was, by no means, unmindful of his Housatonnoc friends ; for, besides endeavouring to enlist in their
behalf the sympathy and interest of some distinguished individuals, he
addressed several letters to them, full of expressions of Christian good will,
and of most appropriate instructions and counsels.
In January, 1735, deputies from the several clans which constituted the
tribe of River Indians, met in council at Housatonnoc, to see whether they
would approve the conduct of their Housatonnoc brethren in consenting to
be taught the Christian religion. As this meeting was expected to be decisive of the fate of the mission, Mr. Williams of Longmeadow and Mr.
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Hopkins of West Springfield made a journey thither to attend it. They
found nearly two hundred Indians assembled, and among them Corlair, the
chief Sachem of the whole nation. Mr. Williams preached to a most attentive audience ; and, after repeated conferences, the proceedings at Housatonnoc received the approbation of the council. They desired Mr. Woodbridge to continue in the school, and expressed a wish that Mr. Sergeant
should return.
In May Mr. Sergeant made a short visit to the Indians, and in July left
New Haven, intending to pass the remainder of his life at Housatonnoc.
As he found some of the Indians desirous of being baptized, it was necessary
that he should be ordained in order that he might administer that rite.
'Accordingly, his ordination took place in August following, at Deerfield, under
circumstances of great interest. I t was by direction of Governor Belcher,
who was present with a large Committee of the Council and House of Representatives, who were at that time at Deerfield, holding a treaty with several
of the Indian tribes. The Rev, Nathaniel Appleton of Cambridge preached
the sermon, in the preface to which he says that "many of the Indians were
grave spectators of the solemnity, and the Housatonnoc Indians sat by
themselves, and attended throughout the whole service ; and were much
pleased to see one whom they had such a love for, so solemnly separated to
the service of their souls,"
Soon after Mr. Sergeant returned to the scene of his labours, he baptized
the Captain and Lieutenant with their families, having first explained to
them at large the nature of the rite, and "discoursed upon all the more
important points of belief and practice in the Christian religion.". His
audience on the Sabbath gradually increased, and in a few months after his
ordination he had baptized about forty persons,—adults and children, and
about an equal number had been gathered into the school. About this time,
he was not a little encouraged by letters from Governor Belcher, Dr. Colman, and Mr. Appleton, expressing the warmest sympathy in his enterprise,
and the best wishes for its success.
In order to obviate the inconvenience occasioned by the circumstance of
the Housatonnoc Indians living on two difi'erent tracts of land,—several
miles from each other, the General Court, at the request of Governor
Belcher, purchased of the Indians in 1736 all the land which they owned at
Skatekook, and in return granted them a township six miles square, which
is now called Stockbridge. Mr. Sergeant and Mr. Woodbridge were each
made proprietors of one-sixtieth part; and four English families, carefully
selected, were to be admitted, partly as company for the solitary missionaries, and partly to aid them in their benevolent work.
Before this arrangement took effect, however, the Indians went into the
woods for several weeks, to make sugar from the sap of the maple ; and Mr.
Sergeant, unwilling that they should remain so long without instruction,
accompanied them. He prayed with them morning and evening in their
own language, and preached on the Sabbath. I n the day time he taught
the children to read, and in the evening taught the adults to sing. While
he was in the woods, the snow was about a foot and a half deep; and his
only bed consisted of a deer skin spread upon some spruce boughs, with two
or three blankets.
The Indians having become settled in one village at Stockbridge in 1737,
Mr. Sergeant found that his facilities for instructing them were greatly
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increased. He had now become well acquainted with their language, and
translated into it several prayers and Dr, AVatts' first Catechism for the use
of children. By request of some Indians living at Kaunaumeek, eighteen miles northwest from Housatonnoc, he visited them and preached to
them in their own language ; and thus prepared the way for the establishment of a mission among them a few years afterwards by David Brainerd.
From this time till the close of his life, Mr. Sergeant continued to labour
at Housatonnoc,—though his views were by no means confined to the small
tribe with which he was more immediately connected. He was earnestly
desirous tliat the blessings of the Gospel might be extended to the larger
tribes, who were still in darkness. He preached occasionally to a number
of Indians who inhabited an island in the Hudson river ; and even visited
the Shawanoos, who lived two hundred and twenty miles distant, on the
t^usr|uehannah.
Mr. Sergeant at length became convinced that there was little to be hoped
from missionary efi'orts, in the way of securing to the Gospel its legitimate
spiritual influence, until the Indians should become in some degree civilized,
and sliould be persuaded to exchange their own barbarous language for the
English, With a view to this, he formed the plan of a school for the
education of Indian children,—designed to effect a thorough change in their
habits of thinking and acting. He proposed tbat a number of children and
youth, from ten to twenty years of age, and among them some from other
tribes, should be placed under the care of two masters,—one to have the
oversight of them in the hours of labour, and the other in the hours of
study; that their time should be so divided between labour and study, that
no part of it should be lost in idleness ; tbat two hundred acres of land
should be given them to cultivate ; that tbey should be accustomed to obedience and restraint; that girls as well as boys should be received into the
school, and should be trained to tbe duties of domestic life ; and, at the
.same time, that every effort should be made to impart to them the knowledge,
and bring them under the influence, of the great principles of Christianity.
This plan, Mr. Sergeant was enabled, by great exertion, to carry into effect,
a short time before his death.
Mr. Sergeant received an annual salary of about a hundred and twentyfive dollars from tbe Commissioners for Indian Aff'airs at Boston, which,
however, was a very inadequate support for himself and his family. The
General Court, besides building a school house and a bouse for public worship,
made him a small grant, and the rest was made up by individual donations.
Among the most prominent beriefactors to the mission, were Isaac Hollis,
f^amucl Holden and Madam Holden, and Dr. Watts, in England, and
(Jovernor Belcher and Dr, Colman in this country.
The success which attended iMr. Sergeant's benevolent labours,—though
i"Jt all that he could have desired, was still considerable. When be went
to Housatonnoc in 1734, the whole number of Indians living there did not
amount to fifty—when be died, in 1749, tbe numlicr liad increased to two
bundred and eighteen. Of these a hundred and twenty-nine had been baptized,
and forty-two wore communicants—eighteen males and twenty-four females.
The wives of both the Captain and Lieutenant died rejoicing in the Christian
''ope ; and several others, while Mr, S, was living, left their dying testimony
to the aU-sustaining power of the Gospel.
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At length, the time of his own departure arrived. During his last illness,
which seems to have been a gradual decline, he visited the Indians, as he
was able, enforcing tbe instructions he had given them, and charging them
to live agreeably to the Gospel, as they would meet him at last in peace;
and it was a striking testimony of their affection for him, that they met of
their own accord, to pray that he might be spared to them. A short time
before he expired, he was asked whether the grave had any terrors for him;
and his reply was—"Death is no surprise to me. My acquaintance with
the blessed world to which I hope I am now hastening, through the mercy
of God in Christ, is not now to commence. I can trust Him in whom I have
believed and long ago placed my everlasting dependence upon." On being
reminded that his work was well done,—" I can call myself," he answered,
" a most unprofitable servant, and say, 'God be merciful to me a sinner.'"'
He died on the 27th of July, 1749, in the thirty-ninth year of his age.
The account given of -jMr. Sergeant's character, by his intimate friend,
the Rev. Samuel Hopkins of West Springfield, is thus condensed by a
writer in the Panoplist:—
"Mr Sergeant has left an example, v.'iiich, in many respects, is worthy of imitation.
He was frequent in the duty of secret prayer. Morning and evening he worshipped
God in his family, reading at the same time a portion of the sacred Scriptures, and
making such observations upon it as he thought would be useful. He preached four
sermons every Lord's day,—two to the English, and two to the Indians, and in the
summer season, usually spent an hour witlr tho latter, after the common services,
instructing, and warning, and exhorting them in the most familiar manner. Besides
this, during the week he liept his eye upon them, and continually endeavoured to promote the objects of his mission. He was very careful in the improvement ofhis time.
He translated into the Indian language those parts of the Old Testament, which contain an account of the creation, of the fall <if our first parents, of the calling ot
Abraham, of the dealings of God with the patriarchs and children of Israel, and those
which relate to tlie coming of Christ, and the whole of the New Testament, excepting
the Revelation, This was a work which cost him much labour, and the reading of it
to the Indians, as their language abounded in gutturals, was extremely fatiguing.
" M r . Sergeant was just, kind, and benevolent; compassionate to the afflicted,
liberal to the poor, friendly to his enemies, and anxious to savethesinner from death.
He was careful not to speak evil of any one. No envious or unkind word fell from his
lips, and no resentment was excited by the injuries he received. His cheerfulness did
not degenerate into merriment, nor his seriousness into melancholy; but he seemed
always to have the quiet possession of himself."

Mr, Sergeant was married on the 16th of August, 1739, to Abigail,
daughter of Col. Ephraim Williams of Stockbridge, and half-sister of Col.
Ephraim Williams, the founder of Williams College. She was a lady of
fine talents and acquirements, and an elevated Christian character, and
corresponded extensively with persons eminent for their learning and piety,
on both sides of the Atlantic. Mr. Sergeant left three children;—a
daughter who was married to Col. Mark Hopkins of Great Barrington; a
son Erastus, who was the first physician who established himself in Stockbridge ; and a son John, who spent bis life as a missionary among the Indians.
Mrs, Sergeant was married in 1752 to General Joseph Dwight, and died
February 15, 1791, leaving two children, a son and a daughter,—the latter
of whom became the wife of the Hon. Theodore Sedgwick, Judge of the
Supreme Court of Massachusetts.
J O H N SERGEANT, J r . , was an infant at the time of his father's death.
He was educated at Newark, N. J., and, though without College honours,
was judged qualified, after having studied Theology for some time under Dr.
West of Stockbridge, to preach the Gospel, In 1775, the care of the Indian
part of the Stockbridge congregation was committed to him ; and from that
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time he received the salary of the missionary, which was then sent from
Scotland. During the Revolution it was discontinued ; but the arrears were
subsequently paid. At a later date the station was partly supported by the
Massachusetts Missionary Society.
When the Indians migrated to New Stockbridge, Mr. Sergeant, with his
family, remained behind ; but in 1786, he visited them at their new residence,
intending to remain with them as their pastor, and leave his family at Old
Stockbridge. Sampson Occum, in the mean time, had gone among them,
and a portion of them wished to retain him as their pastor, while another
portion preferred the ministrations of Mr. Sergeant. The result was the
formation of two churches, to one of which Mr. Occum ministered until his
death. Mr. Sergeant was ordained as an evangelist in 1788, with a view
to his mission at New Stockbridge; and, after the death of Mr. Occum, a
plan of union was formed between the two churches.
For some time, Mr. Sergeant kept his family in Massachusetts and spent
a part of the time with them,—an Indian woman keeping house for him at
New Stockbridge; but when his daughters were old enough to take charge
of his family concerns among the Indians, two of them in turn spent a year
with him, much to the satisfaction of his people. By the charity of some
Eastern friends, together with contributions made by the Indians, he was
enabled to erect a framed building for the accommodation of his family. A
mission church was built, chiefiy by the Missionary Society,—a neat building, handsomely fitted up and large enough to accommodate five hundred
persons.
Mr. Sergeant was successful in teaching the Indians the art of singing:
and there were not wanting instances of hopeful conversion among them.
But the grand obstacle which he had to encounter in his efforts for their
improvement was their unquenchable thirst for rum. One of his daughters
established a Female Temperance Society.
This worthy missionary died after a protracted decline, on the 7th of
September, 1824. He laboured with the Indians as long as his strength
would permit; and when he was compelled to close his labours in the pulpit,
they said that '-they felt as if their sun was setting, and they did not
know but darkness would succeed."
Mr. Sergeant was slight in his figure and of about the medium height; had
black eyes, and a Roman nose, and was more than commonly winning in his
address. I have conversed with several Indians who were once under his
pastoral care, .and they concur in representing him as a kind friend, an
exemplary Christian, and a faithful minister.
Pomeroy Jones, Esq., of Lairdsville, N. Y., writes me thus concerning
Mr. Sergeant:—
'Sixty years since I knew Mr, Sergeant, who, about that time, used frequently
to call at my father's, and I knew him up to the time of his death. My boyhood recollections do not extend beyond his three-cornered hat and his somewhat
•bgnified carriage, and after he removed to Stockbridge I but occasionally saw
pi™- He was gentlemanly, polite, and courteous, A friend, who knew him well
I" his boyhood, writes me—' The anecdotes I have heard told of him, do not
^dicate much worldly wisdom; but his influence upon the Indians must have
j*«n good,' His services for many of the last years of his life were in the Indian
•angaage, so that none that I have inquired of can give any of his characteristics
as a preacher. In my early life I attended a conference meeting in which he took
a leading part. ;Many years have not eflfaced the impression that he was a man
^OL. I.
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of pietj', and liberal in his intercourse with other denominations around him.
Before there was an ordained preacher in the town of Westmoreland, he solemnized the first wedding in town,"

BENJAMIN POMEROY, D. D.*
1735—1784.
B E N J A M I N P O M E R O Y , the son of Joseph Pomeroy, was born at Sufiield,
Conn., in the year 1704. His ancestors emigrated at an early period in the
history of the country, from Great Britain, and settled in Windsor, on
Connecticut river, a few miles from the spot on which he was born. The
family are said to have been highly respectable for several generations.
He evinced an uncommon desire and capacity for intellectual improvement, while he was yet a mere child. He entered Yale College somewhat
late in life, but was distinguished for his scholarship, and was graduated in
1733, with the highest honours of his class. He and Eleazer Wheelock
(afterwards his brother-in-law, and the first President of Dartmouth College,) were the first two persons to receive the bounty of Dean Berkeley for
their superior attainments in the classics.
His mind having received a religious direction in early life, he devoted
himself to the study of Theology for a short time after leaving College,
and then became a licensed preacher. His ready utterance, his fervent
spirit, and his popular address gave him great advantage; and, from the
very beginning of his career, he attracted a much more than ordinary degree
of public attention. He was ordained pastor of the church in Hebron,
Conn., in December, 1735.
Soon after tlie great religious excitement of about 1740 commenced, he
identified himself with it, and his labours to promote it were abundant, not
only within the limits of his own parish, but elsewhere, as he could find
opportunity. In this way he made himself obnoxious to the "Old Light"
party ; and, as the magistrates and leading men of the Colony belonged
chiefiy to that party, the General Assembly enacted a severe law, designed
to arrest what they considered gross irregularities.
But the same year (1742) which witnessed to the enactment of this law,
witnessed also to the arraignment of Mr. Pomeroy as a transgressor. He,
with the celebrated James Davenport, was brought before the Assembly on
the charge of "having committed great disorders:" the result of the investigation was that, though they found Davenport guilty of the things with
which he was charged, yet they let him off, and sent him home, on the
ground that, by reason of his "enthusiastic impressions and impulses," he
was "disturbed in the rational faculties of his mind;" but, as for Mr,
Pomeroy, there was no evidence of his having done anything "worthy of
stripes or death," or even materially wrong, and therefore he also was dismissed. He was, however, egregiously insulted on the occasion, and, from
the multitude in attendance who had well nigh worked themselves into a
mob, he barely escaped personal violence.

* Trumbull's Hist. Conn., II.—M'Clure's Fun. Serm.—MS. from Ex. Governor Peters.
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Subsequently, however, Mr. Pomeroy really did make himself obnoxious
to the civil authorities, and actually incurred and suffered the threatened
penalty. A lecture had been appointed for him at Colchester, an adjoining
town, with the cordial concurrence, as he supposed, of the Rev. Mr. Little,
the minister of the parish. But when he came upon the spot, he was surprised to find that Mr. Little was unwilling that he should preach, and even
forbade him the use of his place of worship. As, however, a large number of
people had assembled with the expectation of hearing him, he was unwilling
that they should be disappointed, and actually preached to them in a grove,
a little distance from the meeting house. On account of this violation of
the law, he was deprived of his stated salary, during a period of seven
years.
In May, 1744, he was brought before the Assembly to answer to the
charge of having denounced the then recent enactments concerning ecclesiastical affairs as oppressive and cruel; and especially of having said, on
Fast day, that " the great men had fallen in with those that were on the
devil's side, and enemies to the Kingdom of Christ; that they had raised
such persecution in the land, that, if there be a faithful minister of the
Lord Jesus, he must lose his estate; that, if there be a faithful man in civil
authority, he must lose his honour and usefulness; and that there was no
Colony so bad as Connecticut for persecuting laws." Though Mr. Pomeroy
made as many concessions as he conscientiously could, he could say nothing
that was satisfactory; and, though there was a powerful influence enlisted in
his favour, and every possible effort made to save him, the Assembly found
him "guilty of the charges, ordered him to pay the cost of prosecution,
and to be bound to his peaceable and good behaviour in a bond of flfty
pounds until the session in next May; and then to appear before the Assembly, and, on condition of his peaceable behaviour till that time, to take up
his bond."
During the period that Mr. Pomeroy was subjected to these great embarrassments, from the guardian care which the State exercised over the
Church, he had the satisfaction of knowing that his people were greatly
attached to him,—one evidence of which was that they cheerfully furnished
him the support which the State had denied. I t is said that so entirely
harmonious were they in their general views of his character and movements, that not a family, or so much as an individual, became detached from
his charge during the whole time.
He received the degree of D. D. from Dartmouth College in 1774. He
was one of the original Trustees of that institution.
More than a year previous to his death, he was taken off from his labours
by a severe asthma, and became also entirely blind; but he retained his
mental faculties in a good degree of vigour to the last. He died on the
22d of December, 1784, in the eighty-first year of his age. The Rev. Dr.
Huntington of Coventry preached his funeral sermon from Daniel x i i . 13.
Shortly after, the Rev. Mr. (afterwards Dr.) M'Clure, the son-in-law of Dr.
"omeroy, preached a sennon to the bereaved congregation in reference to
the same event, which was printed, and dedicated to the widow, in 1792.
Dr. Pomeroy was married to Abigail, daughter of Deacon Ralph Wheelock of Windham, October 24, 1734. They had seven children, besides
several who died in infancy. His son, Benjamin, a physician in the army,
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died in 1760. Several of his daughters were married to gentlemen of great
respectability, and were themselves ornaments of their sex.

FROM THE REV DAVID PORTER, D, D,
CATSKXLL, January 25, 1848.

My Dear Brother: You request me to furnish j'ou with some reminiscences of
the Rev, Dr, Pomeroy, I remember him well; for I spent my childhood and
youtli under his ministry
He was of middling stature and respectable appearance. He possessed considerable native talent, and more than ordinary attainments in literature and science. Nor was he less distinguished for wit and
sarcasm, in which he sometimes indulged to a fault.
In the early part of his ministry, he was abundant in labour. During the
great revivals in the days of Edwards and Whitefield, in the promotion of which
they were so much distinguished, he preached with great zeal and considerable
success, not merely in his own congregation but others near and remote. According to the best of my recollection, it was generally thought his zeal was not
always regulated by sound discretion, and that it sometimes led him to say and
do things, which diminished his usefulness. He was, however, undoubtedly an
able and successful labourer in tho vineyard of his Master,
At the commencement of hostilities between the American Colonies and Great
Britain, he showed himself a warm friend to the cause of Independence, During
a part of that arduous and long continued conflict, he was Chaplain to the
Americrai army, and made powerful appeals to 'the troops in favour of the vigorous
prosecution of the war. His zeal for national liberty was very manifest in his
puljDit performances among his own people. Many of them thought that both
his sermons and praj^ers were too highly charged with politics. After the commencement of the war, my impression is that he exhibited less zeal in religion
than he had previously done.
As a preacher, particularly in the earlier part of his ministry, he had an
enviable reputation. He did not habitually bestow as much time and labour
upon his preparation for the pulpit as most Congregational and Presbyterian
clergymen do. He often preached without notes, and with great fluency and
pathos. As an extempore preaclier he held a very high rank. He often moved
his audience even to tears by the tenderness and power of his appeals. He left
a good many sermons in manuscript, some of whicli exhibited marks of decided
ability. No man iu this life is without faults. He had his; and they undoubtedly diminished his influence and usefulness. But it cannot be doubted that he
was a truly godly man, and an honoured servant of the Lord Jesus, I saw
him during his last illness; and his mind then seemed to be in an exceedingly
solemn and devout state.
In the bonds of friendship and of the Gospel, I am.
Dear Sir, truly yours,
DAVID PORTER,
FROM THE REV JOHN SAWYER,
OAKLAND, (Maine,) August 80, 1855.
Dear Sir: I hope you will not impute my delay in answering your letter, to
any unwillingness to comply with your request. The t r u t h is, I am now within
less than two months of having completed a century in this mortal existence;
and tbe dimness of my vision, as well as other infirmities, embarrasses me not a
little in the attempt to write. In addition to this, I have lately, while at Bangor,
suff'ered a somewhat severe illness; but, through Divine mercy, have been able
to return home, and am now nearly in my usual health.
It is but little that I can tell you from personal knowledge concerning Dr.
Pomeroy; for, though my father and mother were both members of his church,
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I was quite young when our family removed from Hebron. His church was
originally organized upon what was called, in that day, the Half-way Covenant.
I always regarded him as a most venerable preacher, of the thorough Puritan
stamp; and I well remember in what strong terms'of approbation my mother
used to speak of his preaching on the great doctrines of Christianity. I have a
distinct recollection also of his solemn and earnest manner in the pulpit, and of
seeing the tears flow down his cheeks, while he was exhorting sinners to be reconciled to God, When his sight had become so dim that he needed aid in looking
out his text, I sometimes assisted him; and, on one occasion, I remember the
text which he selected was—" There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked,"
When I was at Hebron this summer, I went to the burying ground in what was
formerly his parish, and stood with no little emotion by the spot where his
remains have been slumbering for three quarters of a century.
Dr, Pomeroy was an earnest friend to the cause of education. He entered
warmly into the original plan for establishing Dartmouth College. He took a
journey with Dr, Wheelock into New Hampshire,—more than a hundred miles,
with a view to find the most advantageous place for fixing the institution; and
he always felt a deep interest in its welfare till the close of life.
As I can think of nothing further that will be likely to be of any use to you,
I close by subscribing myself, with great respect.
Your brother in love,
JOHN SAWYEK,

ELEAZAR WHEELOCK, D. D.*
1735—1779.
FROM THE REV WILLIAM ALLEN, D, D.,
LATE PRESIDENT. OF BOWDOIN COLLEGE.

NORTHAMPTON, Mass, Nov. 8, 1849.
Rev. and Dear S i r : I t gives me pleasure to comply with your request.
You are aware that my beloved deceased wife, the mother of my children,
was the only child of President John Wheelock. In consequence of this
connection, I came in possession of all the papers of the Rev. Dr. Eleazar
Wheelock, the first President of Dartmouth College, concerning whom,
flierefore, I may be able to give you some particulars not derivable from
My other source. I t is true that I have meditated and commenced an
eitended memoir of this excellent and remarkable man ; but the finishing
of it is a work of the uncertain future. In the mean time, I rejoice that,
by your means, a brief account of him will soon be given to the public.
ELEAZAR W H E E L O C K was born at Windham, Conn., in May, 1711.
His earliest ancestor of whom any account has been obtained, was his great
grandfather, Rev. Ralph Wheelock, who was born in Shropshire in 1600,
and educated at Clare Hall, Cambridge. Being an eminent non-conformist
preacher, and suffering persecution for dissenting from the Established
'eligion, he came to New England for liberty of conscience in 1637, and
wttled in Dedham, Mass., where he was one of the founders of the First
<!hnrch in 1638. Thence he removed to Medfield, where he was one of the
pnncipal land owners. Of this town he was a Representative for several
• Wbeelook's Narratives.—Life of Wheelock by M'Clure and Parish.
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years. He also occasionally preached in Medfield, and the adjoining new
settlements, but declined taking the charge of any particular church. He
died universally respected in November, 1683, aged eighty-three years.
The grandfather of the subject of this notice, Capt. Eleazar Wheelock,
born in 1654, removed from Medfield to Mendon. He was a soldier as well
as a Christian. In the Indian wars, he commanded successfully a company
of cavalry. His house, converted into a garrison, was sometimes beseiged.
In peace he was familiar with the savages, often joining them in their hunting expeditions, and treated them with great kindness. He died March 24,
1731, aged seventy-seven years.
The father of this venerable man was Deacon Ralph Wheelock,—born in
1683, who settled in Windham, where he lived a farmer, and died Oct. 15,
1748, aged sixty-six years. His mother was Ruth Huntington, the daughter of Christopher Huntington of Norwich. He was an only son. Of his
five sisters, one married tbe Rev. Dr. Pomeroy of Hebron; his half sister,
Mary, whose mother was Mercy Standish of Preston, married Jabez Bingham of Salisbury, and was the grandmother of the Rev. Dr. Kirkland, late
President of Harvard University.
At the age of sixteen or seventeen, there is reason to believe that his
heart was renewed by the Spirit of Grod. His grandfather, whose name he
bore, having left him a legacy to defray the expenses of his education, he
was sent to Yale College, in which seminary he was distinguished for his
good conduct and proficiency in learning. He was graduated in 1733, and in
March 1735, was ordained as the minister of the Second or North Society
in Lebanon, called Lebanon Crank,—now the town of Columbia, where he
toiled as a faithful labourer in the vineyard of his Lord about thirty-five
years.
In 1735, soon after his settlement, by his faithful and earnest labours,
great effects were produced among his people at Lebanon. They shared
richly iu the revival of religion', which, about that time, spread through various towns in Connecticut, and which, a few years later, became still more
general, under the labours of Mr. Whitefield.
Mr. ^Vheelock entered into this state of things with great zeal and energy.
Of his character as a preacher, the following account has been given by Dr.
Trumbull, who was personally acquainted with him:—
"He was a gentleman of a comely figure, of a mild and winning aspect; his voice
smooth and harmonious,—the best by far that I ever heard. He had the entire command of it. His gesture was natural, but not redundant. His preaching and addresses wei-o close and pungent, and yet winning beyond almost all comparison, so that his
audience would be melted even into tears before they were aware of it."
So acceptable was the preaching of Mr. Wheelock and so fervent was his
zeal, that in one year, " he preached a hundred more sermons than there
are days in the year." Jonathan Edwards, who was then minister at
Northampton, seems to have had the highest estimate of his character and
labours , and several letters addressed to him by that eminent man still
remain to show that there existed between them a warm and devoted friendship.
In the progress of the revival in which Mr. Wheelock had so important
an instrumentality, not only at home but abroad, he had to encounter a formidable opposition both on the right hand and on the left. While be brought
upon him the severe censure of those who thought that the parish lines
were never to be invaded by itinerancy, he was no less violently opposed by
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the fanatical Separatists and lay exhorters of the day, who were disturbing
the order of the churches. The following extract of a letter addressed to
him by one of this latter class in 1744, may show the spirit of the times.
After speaking of his afflictions and losses, the writer who lived in Plainfield, says,—
" Yet all this never went so near to my soul as it does to hear and see the blessed
work and ways of the glorious God called errors and delusions of the devil. Pray,
Sir, let me deal plainly now, and don't be angry. Do you think you are out of danger
of committing the unpardonable sin against the Holy Ghost? It would not surprise
me much to hear that God had opened the flood gates of his wrath, and let out the
horrors of conscience on you, and many more of your party who deny the .truth, so
that you should die in as great despair as Judas or Spira did,"
After the period of religious excitement had passed by, Mr. Wheelock
commenced his labours as a teacher of youth, by taking a few scholars into
hia own house. He found his salary, as a parish minister, inadequate to
the support of his family, and probably the small profits of a school, as well
as the hope of being useful to youth, furnished a reason for this additional
labour.
Although settled, in 1735, on a nominal salary of £140, yet, as the
amount was made up by reckoning certain provisions at high prices, and
was to fall proportionally, he, in some years, received only about a third
part of that sum, paid too for years in provisions. I t may well be supposed
that he could not live on one hv.ndred and fifty or sixty dollars a year, and
that his parish could have no claim to his whole time. In December, 1743,
be was induced to receive among the boys of his school Samson Occu7n, a
Moheagan Indian, aged about nineteen, and kept him in his family, and
educated him, four or five years. This Indian, it is well known, became a
preacher of distinction. Mr. Wheelock soon formed the plan of an Indian
missionary school. He conceived that educated Indians would be more successful than white men. as missionaries among the red men, though he proposed also to educate a few English youth as missionaries. The project
was new; for the labours of Sergeant and the Brainerds, as well as those of
Eliot and-the Mayhews, were the labours of missionaries among the Indians,
and not labours designed to form a band of Indian missionaries. Two
Indian boys of the Delaware tribe entered the school in December, 1754,
and others soon joined them. In 1762, he had more than twenty youth
nnder his care, chiefly Indians. For their maintenance, funds were obtained by subscription, of benevolent individuals, from the Legislatures of Connecticut and Massachusetts, and from the Commissioners in Boston of the
Scotch Society for propagating Christian knowledge. Joshua Moor, a farmer in Mansfield, having, about the year 1754, made a donation of a house
and two acres of land in Lebanon, contiguous to Mr. Wheelock's house, the
institution received the name of "Moor's Indian Charity School." Of this
school several gentlemen were associated with Mr. Wheelock as Trustees ;
bit, in 1764, the Scotch Society appointed a Board of Correspondents in
Connecticut, who, in 1765, sent 'out white missionaries and Indian school
"laasters to the Indians on the Mohawk in New York.
In 1766, Mr. Wheelock sent Mr. Occum and Rev. Nathaniel Whitaker
w Great Britain, to solicit benefactions to the school, that its operations
"'ight be enlarged. The success of this mission was great, and was owing
chiefly to the labours of Mr. Occum. He was the first Indian preacher from
A.merica, that ever visited Great Britain, and he preached several hundred
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sermons, with great acceptance, to numerous assemblies in England and
Scotland. The King subscribed two hundred pounds, and Lord Dartmouth
fifty guineas. The amount of monies collected in England was about seven
thousand pounds sterling, which was deposited in a Board of Trustees in
London, of which Lord Dartmouth was President, and John Thornton
Treasurer; and between two and three thousand pounds in Scotland, which
was deposited with tbe Scotch Society for propagating Christian knowledge.
To these Societies Mr. Wheelock presented his accounts, on the allowance
of which, he drew for the monies voted. The expenditures related chiefly
to the support of the scholars in the school, (of v/hom, in soma years, there
were thirty or forty,) of their teacher, and of missionaries, and schoolmasters among the Indians.
He received the degree of Doctor of Divinity from the University of
Edinburgh, June 29, 1767
After conducting Moor's school in Lebanon fourteen or fifteen years. Dr.
Wheelock, in order to increase its usefulness, determined to remove it to
some new country, and to obtain for it an incorporation as an academy, in
which a regular and thorough education might be given to the youth, Indian
and English, who should be assembled in it. At this period there were only
two or three Colleges in New England,—those at Cambridge and New Haven,
and an institution at Warren, R. I.,.which was afterwards transplanted to
Providence. When the design was made known to the public, he received
various offers from the owners of new lands, and from different towns. It
being determined to plant the school in the Western part of New Hampshire,
a charter dated December 13, 1769, was obtained for a College, which was
endowed partly by GrOvernor Wentworth, and partly by private individuals,
with about forty thousand acres of land. In procuring this charter, there
was a negotiation between Dr. Wheelock and Grovernor Wentworth, as
appears from letters and papers in my possession. But the school was not
merged in the College, a's some have supposed, but remained distinct, with
a separate incorporation, obtained, at a subsequent period, from New Hampshire. Of iMoor's school tbe Earl of Dartmouth was a benefactor, but not of
Dartmouth College,—to 'the estaljlishment of which he and the other Trustees of the fund were opposed, as being a departure from the original design.
In August, 1770, Dr. Wheelock took leave of Lebanon, and proceeded
to Hanover, in order to make preparation for the 'immediate reception of
his family and his pupils in the wilderness. The pine trees on a few acres
had been cut down. Without nails or glass he built him a log cabin,
eighteen feet square, and directed the operations of forty or fifty labourers,
who were employed in digging a well and building a house of one story for
his family, and another of two stories, eighty feet long, for his scholars.
As his family arrived, both these habitations were prepared; his wife and
daughters lived for about a month in his hut, and his sons and students
made them booths and beds of hemlock boughs. On the 29th of October
he removed into his house, and the rooms in College were soon made comfortable. A school house was also constructed. The scholars engaged with
zeal in their studies, in their new abode, finding " the pleasure and profit of
such a solitude." But what be accounted a still richer blessing was, that
almost immediately after they had become settled in their new habitation,
they experienced a precious visitation of the Holy Spirit, which was followed
by extensive and permanently happy effects upon their little community.
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The first Commencement held at the College was in August, 1771, when
four young men were graduated ; one of whom, John Wheelock, the son of
Pr. Wheelock, was his successor as the President of the School and of the
College ; and another, Sylvanus Ripley,* was the first Professor of Theology
in the College. Dr. Wheelock lived to preside at seven other Commencements, and conferred the honours of College on seventy-two young men, of
whom thirty-nine became ministers of the Grospel. Among them were the
Rev. Dr. John Smith, Professor of the ancient languages in Dartmouth
College, the Rev. Dr. M'Keen, the first President of Bowdoin College, and
the Rev. Dr. Burton of Thetford, Vt.
Though Dr. Wheelock was afQicted for years with asthma, he yet ceased
not to preach to his flock, composed of his students and the neighbouring vilh^ers. When unable to walk, he was repeatedly carried to the chapel;
and be sometimes conducted public worship, seated in his chair, in his own
house. His prayer was granted that he might not outlive his usefulness.
After his strength bad- been declining for about four years, he was seized
with epilepsy in January, 1779. Though he recovered so as to ride on horseback, yet, as the spring advanced, he rapidly declined, and died on Saturday,
April 24, 1779, in the sixty-eighth year of his age. In the morning he
was able, with assistance, to walk his room. But, as he knew that his end
was near, his family were summoned at his request. Being asked by his
wife what were his views of death, he replied,—" I do not fear death with
any amazement;" and soon afterwards repeated the exulting words of the
Psalmist and of the Apostle,—"Though I walk through the valley of
the shadow of death, I will fear no evil." " I have a desire to depart and
to be with Christ." At his request, a minister who was present, now prayed, commending his departing spirit to Grod. He then uttered his final
exhortation,—"Oh, my family, be faithful unto death;" and immediately
closed his eyes on all the objects of the earth. His immortal spirit fled,
leaving impressed on the countenance of him who slept in Jesus, a smile of
peace.
Dr. Wheelock was "of middle stature and size, well proportioned, erect
and dignified. His features were prominent, his eyes a light blue and
Miimated. His complexion was fair, and the general expression of his
countenance pleasing and handsome. His voice was remarkably full, harmonious, and commanding."
Dr. Wheelock was twice married. His first wife, whom he married in
April, 1735, was Mrs. Sarah Maltby, relict of Capt. William Maltby of New
Haven, and daughter of the Rev. John Davenport of Stamford, Conn. She
died at Lebanon, November 13,1746, aged forty-three. One of her daughters, Ruth, was married to the Rev. William Patten of Hartford. His
second wife was Miss Mary Brinsmade of Milford, Conn. By this marriage
he had five children:—Mary, who married Professor Woodward, the first
Professor of Mathematics in Dartmouth College ; Abigail who married
Professor Ripley ; John, the successor of his father, and President nearly
*8TLVA5CS R I P L E Y was early ordained as a missionary among the Indians. He returned
™>«> hi» mission in September, 1772, and was preceptor of Moor s school from 1775 to 1779.
H*w««»l8oa Tutor in the College from 1772 till 1782, when he was appointed Professor of
W"inly. He suceeeded-President Wheelock in the pastoral care, and regularly preached to th«
•^•Bta of the College and school, and the inhabitants of the village on the Sabbath, and
Tlr** to the students Lectures on Theology and various other branches. He wa^ appointed
*ntirtee of the CoUege in 1775, and held the office until his death. He died in consequence of
•" ""jniy received while riding in a sleigh in 1787, aged about thirty-seven years.
VOL. I.
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forty years ; Col. Eleazar Wheelock and James Wheelock, Esq. His
descendants are scattered through various States of the Union, from Maine
to Louisiana.
Dr. Wheelock published a Narrative of the Indian Charity School at
Lebanon, 1762; a Sermon at the ordination of Charles J . Smith,* 1763';
Narratives in several numbers from 1763 to 1 7 7 1 ; Continuation of the Narrative, 1773, to whieh is added an abstract of a mission to the Delaware
Indians, West of the Ohio, by M'Clure and Frisbie ;t A Sermon on Liberty
of Conscience, or no King but Christ in the church, 1775. His Memoirs
by Drs. M'Clure and Parish, were published in 1811, with extracts from hia
correspondence.
Very few of Dr. Wheelock's sermons were written out at length. His
manuscripts in general exhibit only short notes of the heads of his discourses, especially after the first few years of his settlement, when the pressure of a multitude of cares gave him little leisure for writing sermons.
If it should be asked what success attended the efforts of Dr. Wheelock
to communicate the Gospel to the Indian nations, it may be replied that he
accomplished something for their benefit, and that great and insuperable
obstacles in the providence of Grod prevented him from accomplishing more.
I t was soon after he sent out missionaries into the wilderness, that the controversy with Great Britain blighted his fair and encouraging prospects.
During the last four years of his life, there was actual war, in which many
of the Indian tribes acted v^ith the enemy. Yet the Oneidas, to whom Mr.
Kirkland was sent as a missionary, kept the hatchet buried during the whole
revolutionary struggle, and by means of this mission probably were a multitude of frontier settlements saved from the tomahawk and the scalping
knife. But even if nothing had been accomplished for the benefit of the
Indians, yet the zeal which chiefly sought their good, reared up a venerable
institution of science, in which many strong minds have been disciplined aud
made to grow stronger, and nerved for professional toils and public labours,
and in which hundreds of ministers have been nurtured for the Church of
Christ.
* CHARLES J E P F U B Y SMITH of Long Island, was graduatedat Yale College in 1757, and was
introduced into the ministry by Dr. Wheelock, and ordained as a missionary at Lebanon in
1763. After being, for a while, with the Indians, he was induced to labour for the instruction
of the slaves in Virginia, Having purchased some property in one of the Eastern counties of
Virginia, he returned to Long Island to settle his affairs. Going out in the morning with a
fowling piece, he was found dead, August 10, 1770, with the gun so situated as if he had shot
himself. It was by some supposed that he was murdered. But he had been subject to a violent
pain in his breast, passing to his head; hence his friends thought his death was occasioned by
his disease. He died in the prime of life, and was eminent for his gifts and graces. He waa
especially known at the South. The Rev. Samuel Buell of East Hampton, his intimate friend,
published a Sermon on the occasion of his death. His estate on Long Island, in lands and
money, amounted to six or seven thousand pounds. A Sermon of his on Regeneration, preached in Virginia, was printed in 1766,
t L E V I FRISBIE was born in Branford, Conn,, in April 1748; was placed in 1787, under the
care of Dr, Wheelock, with a view to his becoming a missionary; entered Yale College in 1767,
and remained there more than three years, but was graduated at Dartmouth in 1771, In 177273 he performed a mission among the Delaware Indians in connection with David M'Clure, and
returned in October, 1773, He was ordained in 1775, and then continued his missionary career,
until the convulsed state of the country compelled him to abiindon it. He was settled as the
minister of the First church in Ipswich," Mass., February 7, 1776, and, after a ministry of thirty
years, died February 25, 1806, aged fifty-seven. He published an Oration on the Peace, 1783:
an Address on the death of the Rev. Mose's P.arsons, 1784; two Sermons on a day of Public Fasting; Thankisgiving Sermon, 1795; Eulogy on Washington, 1800; Discourse before the Society
for propagating the Gospel among the Indians and others in North America, 1804, His son
Lei-i was graduated at Harvard College in 1802; was appointed Latin Tutor in 1805, and Professor of Moral Philosophy in 1807; and died July 9, 1822, He published his Inaugural
Address, 1817.
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For enlarged views, and indomitable energy, and persevering and most
arduous toils, and for the groat results of his labours in the cause of religion and learning, Dr, Wheelock must ever be held in high honour. He
early placed one groat object before him, and that object held his undivided
attention for nearly half a century. I t is not easy to describe the variety
of his cares and the extent of his toils. In Lebanon, for thirty-four years,
he had the charge of a parish. His school, in its various interests, required
his incessant watchfulness and effort. Indians were to be drawn from the
wilderness, and superintended in their daily conduct; a teacher procured ;
provision made for the supply of their wants from public or private charity,
from year to year ; accounts to be kept and submitted to the Trustees ; missionaries to bo educated, and sent out into the wilderness, and there supported. And when he removed to Hanover, his labours were doubled. The
two institutions—the school and the College, were ever kept distinct; in
both he was a teacher ; of both he was the chief governor. He had houses
to build, mills to erect, and lands to clear up and cultivate. He was also
the preacher of the College and the village. I t is no wonder that, under
the weight of such labours, and amidst the vexations of a multitude of
minute affairs, he should sometimes find himself heavily oppressed. Yet he
wislicil not for repose in this world. He desired to toil, so long as it should
ple;ise his great Master to continue him on the earth, and then to enter into
rest.
Dr. Wheelock was of a cheerful and pleasant temper, and manifested
much urbanity in his deportment. Yet tbe multitude and weight of his
affairs, combined with the occasional gloom of hypocondria, sometimes
extorted from him groans. He had a most delicate sense of propriety. His
numerous acquaintances he always received in the most cordial and hospitable manner. His friends were bound to him by the strongest ties. He
used to say that he abhorred that religious profession, which was not marked
with good manners.
In the government of his school and College, Dr. Wheelock combined
great patience and kindness with the energy of proper and indispensable disciiiline. I t was no small labour to tame the ferocity of the Indian youth,
and to reduce them to submission. When, for a flagrant fault, such a youth
was to be corrected by his preceptor. Dr. Wheelock was usually present to
witness the punishment, and to add his kind and solemn admonition. He
was generally obeyed from affection ; but he knew how, by severe rebuke,
to overawe the offender. The incorrigible he removed, lest they should
contaminate others.
I am, Dear Sir, with great respect,
Your old friend and Christian brother,
WILLIAM ALLEN.
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JOSEPH BELLAMY, D. D.*
1737—1790.
J O S E P H B E L L A M Y was born of reputable parents, at New Cheshire,
Conn., in the year 1719. He very early discovered a decided taste for
literature, and was graduated at Yale College in 1735, when he was only
sixteen years of age. Shortly after the completion of his collegiate course,
his mind became deeply impressed with the subject of religion, and, at no
distant period, he cherished the belief, and gave evidence, that he had experienced " t h e renewing of the Holy Ghost."
From this time his purpose was formed to become a minister of the
Gospel; and, having devoted himself, for a while, to theological studies,
he was licensed to preach by the Association of New Haven county, about
two years after his graduation. And notwithstanding his extreme youth,—
being only eighteen years of age, his earliest efforts in the pulpit met with
great acceptance, and were regarded as giving promise, if his life were
spared, of a brilliant and eminently useful career. He supplied, for some
time, an infant congregation in Bethlehem, then a parish in the town of
Woodbury ; and such was the effect of his preaching, that a large portion
of his hearers became deeply anxious in regard to their spiritual interests,
and many of them hopefully the subjects of a true conversion. So strongly
were the regards of the congregation fastened upon him, that they not only
gave him a call to become their pastor, but most importunately urged his
acceptance of it ; 'and, notwithstanding the field w:js small, yet, inasmuch
as it was that in which he had gathered the first fruits of his labours, and as
there seemed to open a prospect of increasing usefulness in connection with
the surrounding country, he determined, on the whole, after much deliberation and consultation with his fathers in the ministry, to give to the call an
aflirmative answer. Accordingly, in the spring of 1740, he was, by the
usual solemnities, constituted minister of the said congregation; and the
relation thus formed terminated only with his life.

Being now quietly settled in his charge, he determined to avail himself
of his retired situation to prosecute more extensively his theological studies,
while, at the same time, he entered with great alacrity into all the appropriate duties of his ofiice. About this time commenced the " great awakening," as it has been termed, which continued, in a greater or less degree,
through several years, and extended over a very considerable portion of the
land, Mr. Bellamy remained chiefiy with his own people till some time in
1742 ; when he became so deeply impressed with the magnitude of the
work, that he felt constrained to enlarge the sphere of his labours. Having
made provision as far as he could, for the supply of his own pulpit, he went
forth into different parts of the country, including not only Connecticut,
but some of the neighbouring Colonies, preaching every where with remarkable power, and, for the most part, with corresponding effect. He adapted
himself witb great felicity to the state of the times ; and, ';^h'le he resembled
Whitefield in the abundance of his preaching, he was not unlike him in
_ * Benedict's Fun. Serm,—Life of Brainerd.—Trumbull's Hist. Conn., ii.—Theological Magazine, i.-^Life of Bellamy prefixed to the edition of his works, published by the Doctrinal
Book and Tract Society.
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respect to fervour and aptness, and he greatly exceeded him in discrimination and logic.
But, notwithstanding his labours, in the capacity of an itinerant, seem to
have been eminently blessed, his expectations in regard to the results of the
revival were by no means fully realized ; for, whereas, at one period, he had
seemed to regard the signs of the times as indicating the dawn of millenial
glory, he was afterwards deeply pained to notice the spread of a fanatical and
c
censorious spirit, which seemed to put in jeopardy the best interests of the
Church. He was especially concerned at the intrusion of ignorant and
conceited men into the place of public teachers ; at the disregard, and even
contempt, of evangelical order, which was often manifested ; and, above
all, at the rapid progress of a spurious religion, under the guidance of pride,
ignorance, and spiritual quackery.
Having become satisfied that his duty no longer required him to continue
these itinerant labours, he returned to devote himself more immediately to
his own people. And then it was, that he projected the work which is generally considered the brightest monument he has left,—namely, " T r u e
Religion delineated." There were several concurring circumstances that
eminently fitted him for such a service. His mind was originally distinguished for tbe power of discrimination. His own religious experience,
from the beginning, he had been accustomed to subject to the severest
ttsts; and, by diligent and accurate observation of his own heart, he had
acquired an intimate acquaintance with the remoter springs of human
action. He had also carefully availed himself of the opportunities which
Lis connection with the revival had given him, for increasing his stock of
this kind of knowledge ; while the appalling evidence of the growth of a
sphit of delusion, which met him on every side, gave additional strength to
his conviction that a work of the kind which he proposed, was eminently
needed. And then he was on intimate terms with many of the ablest
Divines of New England, especially Jonathan Edwards, who fully sympathized with him in his views, and from whom no doubt he received much
encouragement in his work. How long he was occupied in preparing it for
tbe press, does not appear; but it was printed first at Boston in the year
l i i " . It was subsequently reprinted in Scotland, and has had an extensive circulation in Great Britain as well as in this country. With the single
exception of Edwards' work on the " Religious Affections," perhaps no
book in the language, on the same general subject, has been more widely
known, or more highly and generally prized.
i^ome time previous to 1757, (the exact date I have not been able to
ascertain,) Mr. Bellamy received an invitation to become the pastor of the
First (then the only) Presbyterian church in New York. It would seem,
however, that neither tbe congregation nor the Presbytery, were very harmouiuus in respect to the matter; and, after the subject had occasioned
con.-i(lerable agitation both at New York and at Bethlehem, he returned a
iit-i.Mtivc answer.
Irom the time that Tilr, Bellamy resumed the stated charge of his fiock,
at the close of his labours as an itinerant, he commenced assisting young
•oeu in their theological studies preparatory to the ministry. And in this
department of labour he soon became highly distinguished. Many of tho
Di'Jst eminent ministers in New England, of the last generatioi^, were trained, in a great measure, under his instructions, lb was his custom to furnish
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his pupils with a set of questions covering the whole field of Theology, and
then to give them a list of books corresponding to the several subjects
which they were to investigate; and, in the progress of their inquiries, he
was accustomed almost daily to examine them, to meet whatever difiiculties
they might have found, and to put himself in the attitude of an objector,
with a view at once to extend their knowledge, and increase their intellectual acumen. When they had gone through the prescribed course of reading, he required them to write dissertations on the several subjects which
had occupied their attention; and afterwards, sermons on those points of
doctrine which he deemed most important; and finally, sermons on such
experimental and practical topics as they might choose to select. He was
particularly earnest in inculcating the importance of a high tone of spiritual
feeling, as an element of ministerial character and success. His students
are said to have formed the very highest idea of his talents and character,
and, in some instances, to have regarded him with a veneration bordering
well nigh upon idolatry.
Mr. Bellamy was married about the year 1744, to Frances Sherman of
New Haven, a lady distinguished for her accomplishments and piety. She
became the mother of seven children. Jonathan,—their
second son, was
graduated at Yale College in 1772, studied law, and was admitted to tho
bar as a practising attorney; afterwards entered the army, and, just as he
was returning to his friends at the close of the campaign of 1776, was
attacked with the small pox, and died at Oxford, Essex county, N. J.,
January 4, 1777, in the twenty-fourth year of his age. Mrs. Bellamy, who
is represented as having shone pre-eminently in every relation that she sustained, died August 30, 1785, at the age of sixty-two. The next year he
was married again tothe widow of the Bev. Andrew Storrs,*—who survived
him several years.
Mr, Bellamy received the degree of Doctor of Divinity from the University of Aberdeen in 1768. He was, for many years, a correspondent
of Dr. John Erskine of Edinburgh, who had a high appreciation of both
his character and writings, and who kept him constantly informed of whatever affected the interests of the churches, especially in Great Britain. He
was also intimately associated with many of the greatest and best men of
our own country, and with no one more intimately than Edwards, whose
religious views, in nearly every particular, he adopted.
Dr. Bellamy had often, in the course of his life, expressed a desire, if it
were the will of Heaven, that he might have a sudden death,—especially
that he might drop dead in the pulpit at the close of a public service. But
whether this was a presumptuous wish or not, it did not please his Heavenly Father to grant it: on the contrary, he was lingering on the threshold
of eternity for more than three years before he finally took his departure.
On the 19th of November, 1786, he was struck with a paralytic affection,
which deprived him wholly of the use of his limbs on the left side, and
gave a shock to his intellect from which it never recovered. Subsequently
to this, there were occasional intervals of lucid and strong thought, in
which he dwelt with his accustomed ability and earnestness upon the great
truths of Christianity, upon the conflicts and triumphs of the Church, and
especially upon that glorious and perfect state on which he believed that he
* ANDREW STORRS was graduated at Yale College in 1760: was ordained pastor of the church
in Northbury, Conn., in 1766; and died iu 1785.
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was soon to enter. These intervals, however, became constantly more brief,
in the progress of his disease, until at length the last gleam of consciousness upon earth seemed to have expired. His death was finally occasioned,
immediately, by a severe cold, which seated itself upon his lungs, and produced ulceration. I t occurred, after a painful struggle,, on Saturday evening, March 6, 1790, when he was in the seventy-second year of his age,
and in the fiftieth of his ministry. His funeral was attended by a numerous assembly, including the clergy and many other of the inhabitants from
the neighbouring towns, on the succeeding Tuesday, and a sermon delivered
on the occasion by the Eev. Noah Benedict* of Woodbury. I t was afterwards published with an appendix in pamphlet form, and has since been
republished in the first volume of Dr. Bellamy's works.
The following is a list of Dr. Bellamy's publications:—Early piety
recommended in a Discourse delivered at Stratfield, 1747
True Religion delineated, 1750. The great evil of sin as it is committed against
God: A Sermon preached in Goshen at a meeting of the Consociation
of Litchfield county, 1753. A Sermon on the Divinity of Christ, 1758.
A Sermon on the Millenium, 1758. The wisdom of God in the permission
of sin : Four Sermons, 1758. The wisdom of God in the permission of sin
vindicated, in answer to a pamphlet entitled " An attempt," &c. Theron,
Paulinus, and Aspasio, or Letters and Dialogues upon the nature of love to
God, faith in Christ, assurance of a title to eternal life, containing some
remarks on the sentiments of the Rev. Messrs. Hervey and Marshall, on
these subjects, 1759. A Letter to Scripturista, 1760. An Essay on the
nature and glory of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, &c., 1762. An Election
Sennon, 1762. The Law our Schoolmaster : A Sermon, 1762. Remarks
on the Rev. A. Croswell's Letter to the Rev. A. Cumming, 1763. A Blow at
the root of the refined Antinomianism of the present age, &c., 1763. The Halfway Covenant, 1769. That there is but one Covenant wherein Baptism and
the Lord's Supper are seals, in reply to a pamphlet by the Rev. Mr. Moses
Mather, 1769. A careful and strict Examination of the external covenant,
Ac, being a reply to the Rev. Mr. Mather's piece entitled " The Visible
Church in covenant with God further illustrated, &c." Four Dialogues
between a minister and his parishioner concerning the Half-way Covenant,
1769.
In 1811, a handsome edition of his entire works was published at New
York, in three volumes octavo. They were prefaced by the following high
lecommendation from Drs. Rodgers and Miller of New York, Dr. Trumbull
of North Haven, Dr. Morse of Charlestown, Dr. Backus of Bethlehem,
Dr. Wilson of Philadelphia, Dr. Griflin, and Professors Woods and Stuart
of Andover, the Rev. Asahel Hooker late of Goshen, Conn., and the Rev.
James Richards of Newark.
"The character and writings of Dr. Bellamy have been deservedly held in highestipiation, by the churches in New England, and by many friends of Evangelical truth,
in other parts of the Christian world. His ability to illustrate the truths of the
Gospel, and to trace them through all their connections and dependances, and to
unpress them on the conscience and the heart, has been possessed by few
"We consider hira as one of the most distinguished and useful writers of the last
*ge. And, while men are found eager rather to obtain elevated views of the Gospel
»nd Kingdom of Christ, and the feeling of enlightened and sublime devotion, than to
•NOAH BENEDICT was bom at Danbury, Conn.; was graduated at the College of New Jer•ey in 1757; waa ordained at Woodbury, Oct. 22, 1760; was a Fellow of Yale College from
«01 to 1812; aad died in 1813.
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gratify a mere literary taste, the writings of Dr. Bellamy will never be neglected.
They appear to us eminently calculated to promote the knowledge of God in the world,
and to make men wise, good, "and happy."
A second edition of D r . B e l l a m y ' s works, in connection with a memoir
of his life, has been published by the Doctrinal Book and Tract Society.

FROM THE REV THOMAS ROBBINS, D. D,
HARTFORD, May 3,1850,

My Dear Sir: I must begin my letter by telling you that I have no strictly
personal recollections of Dr. Bellamy, as I do not remember ever to have seen
him. He died when I was quite in my boyhood; and, for some years previous
to his death, he was prevented, as you are aware, by bodily infirmity, from going
from home, or mingling much in society of any kind. Nevertheless, I can hardly
urge this as a reason for not complying with your request; for, as my father
studied Theology under him, and maintained the most intimate and agreeable
relations with him as long as he lived,—insomuch that his name was almost as a
household word in our family, I have of course inherited, to some extent, my
father's reminiscences concerning him. Perhaps there are few persons now living,
who have had a better opportunity of appreciating his character than myself
You must expect, however, as I shall put down things j u s t as they occur to me,
rather a desultory and miscellaneous communication,
Dr, Bellamy's personal appearance I have always understood to be in keeping
with his general character. He was an uncommonly large, stout man, of somewhat coarse features, but still of an expressive countenance, and his whole air
and manner were indicative of authority. No matter into what circle he might
be thrown, a precedence seemed to be conceded to him, almost as a matter of
course; and he was never slow to admit it, or to act in view of it. There was
undoubtedly a good deal of the love of dominion in his natural constitution, which
made him sometimes appear ungracious and severe, and particularly impatient
of contradiction or resi.stance. Indeed it is quite certain that there was much
in his bearing in society, whicli, at this day, would not be tolerated; and, even in
his own da}', it was considered as abating somewhat from the general good effect
of his character.
But he was by no means insensible to these constitutional defects, and, on
some occasions, spoke of them with great freedom and apparent humiliation,
Dr, Strong of this city, who was one of his intimate friends and great admirers,
and with whom he was accustomed to stop on his visits here, related to me the
following anecdote as illustrating pei'haps, in some degree, his forwardness on
the one hand, and his humility on the other. On one of his visits in Dr. Strong's
family, soon after Dr. S,'s marriage, he turned to Mrs, Strong and said,—
" Madam, I want to teach you what it is that constitutes the Christian character;
for I am afraid that Mr, Strong does not and will not do i t , " She listened
respectfully to his remark.s, and he went on at considerable length, addressing
her with great seriousness, and yet with a good deal of his accustomed air of
authority. Dr. Strong, who had listened silently to the remarks, when Dr.
Bellamy had concluded, observed,—" Well now I will give her my views of what
constitutes the Christian character;" and, with great apparent seriousness, qualified however by his accustomed sarcasm, went on to describe just such a
Christian as Dr. Bellamy was, throwing his most exceptionable peculiariities into bold relief, and then presented him after all as an abominable
hypocrite. Dr. Bellamy heard it all with the utmost attention, and recognised it
as a picture of himself; and his reply w a s , — " I understand you. Brother Strong;
—much of what you have said is true, and I am painfully conscious of it, and
unless infinite wisdom and mercy do a great work in my behalf, I feel that I must
be lost forever."
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Dr. Bellamy, notwithstanding his rigid exfterior, was distinguished for natural
kindness, as well as for eminence in practical godliness. My mother was married
before she was seventeen; she had been educated in easy circumstances, and
locustomed to move in a refined circle; and in coming from Plymouth, Mass., to
Norfolk, she passed from a more cultivated to a much less cultivated state of
society Moreover, she was not, at the time of her marriage, a professor-of religion. I have heard her say that the Doctor, soon after her marriage, was on a visit
to my father's, and took occasion to speak to her on the subject of her higher
interests, with an appropriateness and tenderness that she could never afterwards
forget. Laying his hand upon her with paternal gentleness, he said,—" I cannot
doubt that God has sent you hither for an important purpose;—to make you one
of his own children, and to give you an opportunity of performing a good work
for Him. I believe he loves you, and will sanctify you for his service and kingdom." My mother felt the power of his persuasive manner, as well as of his
judicious and well-timed counsels.
The reputation which Dr, Bellamy had for saying severe things, often led people who were not acquainted with him, not only to stand in awe of him, but tc
regard him with a sort of terror; and sorqetinies he took special pains to remove
this impression. A family had recently gone to live within the limits of his
parish, who he was aware were looking at him as a sort of distant and unapproachable being. He rode up one day to their dwelling, and called for the lady,
who immediately appeared at the door, " Madam," said he, " 1 should like to
know whether j'ou are going to have pudding for dinner to-day ?" Her reply
was, " Me are." " Well, then," said he, " 1 propose to return and take dinner
with you," The good woman, equally surprised and delighted, said they should
be most happy to have his company. Accordingly, in due time, he appeared,
dined with the family, was uncommonly sociable and affable with all of them,
and completely accomplished his object in securing their confidence and good
wiU.
Another trait of his character that seemed little in keeping with his rather
rude exterior, was an excessive fondness for music. I am not aware that he possessed any remarkable musical powers; but he was susceptible of the highest
enjoyment from listening to the performances of others. He used not unfrequently to visit his friend. Dr. West, at Stockbridge. I remember Mrs, West told me
that he came there once during a revival of religion, which extended, in some
degree, to the Indians, who resided in that neighbourhood, a considerable number
of whom became hopefully pious. After preaching one afternoon, he had returned
to the place where he stopped, and had just sat down to supper, when he heard
some of the Indians in another room singing psalm tunes. He instantly left the
table, and went into the room where they were to listeij to their music. After
thus regaling himself, for some time, he returned, and resuming his place at the
table, said very pleasantly, " Do you think I can deny myself the pleasure of
bang in Heaven for the sake of eating ?"
Dr. Bellamy, notwithstanding his usually lofty and independent manner, was
subject to turns of great depression, and sometimes his courage seemed singularly
to fail him. In certain moods, he was as likely to see a lion in the way as any
other man; often exaggerated the importance of real evils, and as frequently,
perhaps, worried himself with those which had no existence but in his imagination. He sometimes stood unduly in fear of the influence of nien, whom,
perhaps at other times, he would regard as of little account, Mrs. West used
|o say that it often seemed to her that he expected to be a martyr, and to be
onmt on Litchfield Hill.
He was a man of very considerable address and management. At tbe time of
•"y father's ordination, he was the leading member of the Council, There waa
not perfect unanimity in the parish, owing chiefly to the influence of one old Mr.
Vob T.
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P who was naturally somewhat ambitious and unmanageable. Dr, B, was
aware of the opposition, and of the source whence it originated. Accordingly,
some time during the session of the Council, he contrived to get by the side of
this old gentleman, and remarked to him that he felt a deep interest in the
welfare of the parish, as well .as of the pastor elect, whom he knew to be a young
man of great promise, but that he was sorry to hear that there was some little
lack of unanimity in respect to his settlement. " N o w , " said he, " as you are
an influential man here, and of course have the welfare of the society much at
heart, I would suggest to you the importance of bringing your influence to bear
upon this state of things, so as, if possible, to secure entire harmony." The
old gentleman was caught by the device, actually set himself to the work of a
peace-maker, and I believe my father never found him otherwise than a good
parishioner.
I remember another anecdote that goes to illustrate the same trait in his
character. A young minister who had more zeal than knowledge, and who rendered himself very offensive by the severity of his preaching, was complaining to
the Doctor that his ministrations seemed to produce so little effect, and wondering
w h y so few were converted under his labours. " W h y , " said Dr. Bellamy, " the
reason is obvious enough ; and if you will correct your error, go and learn wisdom of the fisherman. He does not go boisterously to work, as if he expected
to bring the fish to his hook by giving them a regular scourging beforehand; but he
casts in his line silently, and waits patiently for a bite; and, whenever a fish comes
to his hook, he is watchful to take advantage of the right moment for drawing it
up; and he is thankful if ho gets a few, and perseveres in the hope of getting
more. If you would adopt this same course as a fisher of men, you would have
less reason to complain of the ^vant of success,"
I am not sure but that to Dr. Bellr.my belongs the honour of originating the
system of Sabbath school instruction in this country. An old lady of my former
charge in East Windsor, who was brought up under Dr, Bellamy's ministry,
informed me that she distinctly remembered that housed to meet the youth ofhis
congregation on the Sabbath, not merel}^ for a catechetical exercise, but for a recitation from the Bible, in connection with which he communicated, in a way admirably adapted to the capacities of the young, much important instruction. The Rev.
Mr, Langdon,* who was, for some time, settled in the same parish, assured me
that he had reason to believe that they had never been without a Sabbath school
from the earliest settlement of the town,
Dr, Bellamy's preaching was generally from short notes; was of a remarkably discriminating character, and was alike adapted to awaken the careless, and
to keep before the minds of his hearers, what he regarded as the Scriptural test
of Christian experience. He was a mortal enemy to Antinomianism; and, in
the pulpit, as well as from the press, often made it the subject of impressive and
pungent remark. In his manner of preaching, he was to be reckoned among the
sons of thunder. W i t h a prodigious voice, vivid imagination, great flow of language, and a deep sense of the importance of his message, he spoke like one having
authority, and rarely failed to secure an earnest attention. On Fast d.tys, he
used to say that he took hig people to task,—meaning by it, that he dealt with them
in great plainness in respect to their moral obligations and delinquencies.
He was uncommonly instructive in conversation. He was familiar with the
whole circle of theological science, and it cost him no effort to communicate from
his ample stores of knowledge, I remember to have heard it said that old Mr.
Roberts! of Torrington, a plain m.an, but a good substantial preacher, used to
*JoHN LANGDON was graduated at Yale College in 1809; was a Tutor there from 1811 to 1815;
was ordained pastor of the church in Bethlehem in 1816; was dismissed in 1825; and died m
1830,
f NATHANIEL ROBERTS was graduated at Yale College in 1732; was ordained first pastor of
the church in Torrington in 1741; and died in 1776.
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say that he could take his horse, and ride down to Dr, Bellamy's any time, and
from one conversation with him, get more material that would serve him for his
pulpit, than he could by studying at home a fortnight.
Dr. Bellamy evinced much of the spirit of patriotism, especially amidst those
scenes of conflict into which the country was more than once brought. His public prayers for the success of our arms were most fervent, and his general influence was exerted in various ways in the same direction. During the French war
p,irticularly, he maintained a correspondence with some of the ofliccis of the
arniv, and looked with the utmost interest to the issue of the contest, as having
a vital bearing on the interests of Protestant Christianity,
I have heard my father describe with great interest the last interview he ever
had with this venerable man. It was after disease had preyed for a considerable
time upon his faculties, and he was reduced to comparative imbecility, while yet
the striking characteristics of the man were still manifest. My father entered
the room in which he was sitting in a chair, constructed especially for his accommodation. His locks which age had rendered nearly white, hung down about
hi.s shoulders, and ever}^ thing about him seemed fltted to inspire reverence. He
slightly bowed his head, as my father approached him, but said nothing. My
father then said, " Mr. Robbins of Norfolk." Said the Doctor, with the dignified
and magisterial air of other days, " Your name is Ammi R u h a m a h . " My father
then remarked to him that it was a dark dispensation that had thus taken him
off from his labours, when the churches needed so much the benefit of his influence. "With a deep and solemn emphasis, and seeming to dwell upon every letter
of each word, he replied, " Infinite JVisdom."—Thus
closed the last interview
of the revered instructor and the admiring pupil, previous to their meeting to
mingle in other scenes,
I am. Dear Sir, t r u l y yours,

THOMAS ROBBINS,
FROM THE REV PAYSON WILLISTON.
EAST HAMPTON, Aug.

15,

1855.

Dear Sir: The first time that 1 remember to have seen Dr. Bellamy, was, I
think, during my college course, when he paid a visit to my father, I heard him
preach, not far from the same time, in Dr, E d w a r d s ' meeting-house in NewHaven. It was on a week-day; for such was his popularity that it could scarcely
be known that he had arrived in any place, but that an arrangement must be
made for him to preach—much as used to be the case in respect to Whitefield,
^\ hile I was an undergraduate, he called at my room to engage me to go to Bethlehem to teach a school; and though I could not promise to go, I gave encouragement that I would consider the application. The result, however, was, that I
did not accede to the proposal. A year or two after, when I happened to be
travelling in that part of the State, I called to pay my respects to the Doctor,
and he immediately took me to task for not having come to Bethlehem as a
teacher. Said he to me, in a sort of jocose, but lordly, m a n n e r , — " I had a son
Thorn I -nMshed to send to College; and, because you did not come to assist him
in his preparation, he could not go—now if he had gone, he might have been a
Member of Congress, or a Foreign Ambassador, or some other distinguished personage; and whatever he might have been, you ought to hold yourself I'cspon.siblo
for the failun^." In the course of the conversation, he asked me whether 1 had
not got some diificult passages of Scripture that I wished to have explained. I
Mentioned to him two or three; and, after he had explained them, he asked mo
'f I had not any move; and when I told him th.'it none occurred to nic at that
•noment, he rejilied that I had better look up some more and bring with nic when
1 came again.

There was an air of magisterial confidence about his whole man
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ner, that showed that he did not need to be told what was his position either in
the church or in the world.
I think I never saw him but once after this; and that was at Longmeadow,
shortly after his second marriage, when he was on his return from a visit to his
son-in-law, Dr. H a r t of Preston, Having heard something that led him to suppose I might be at Mr, Storrs', he called there and inquired for me; and when
I came into the room, he greeted me substantially as follows:—"And here you
are—why are you not at Bethlehem? I wrote to you before I left home, and
then I wrote to you again from Hartford, to go and supply my pulpit. And
now I am going to be absent next Sabbath; and you will go on to Bethlehem this
week, and preach for me as well as you can; and tell the people that, the Lord
willing, I shall be at home before the succeeding Sabbath, when the Lord's
Supper will be administered. You'll g o , " said he, I replied that I was
going to Springfleld, and if I did not find a letter there, requiring my services in
another direction, I would endeavour to go to Bethlehem, I, however, on going
to Springfield, did find the letter which I had partly expected; and, instead of
going to Bethlehem, went to Derby. I never saw the Doctor afterwards to give
him the opportunity of calling me to an account for my disobedience.
Mr, Bellamy's person was not only commanding but majestic; insomuch that
if he were a stranger to you, you could not pass him without observation. His
face indicated great strength of both intellect and passion,—in other words, it
was a mirror that reflected his true character. He had great natural severity
of temper, which, however, was in a good degree qualified by religious principle
and feeling. His manners were direct and positive, rather than polished; and
his natural impetuosity often led him to give offence, where a more urbane manner
would have accomplished his end far better. He was a capital teacher; and yet I
have heard of instances in which young men who went to study with him were
so unpleasantly impressed by his abrupt and dogmatical manner, that they
refused to remain with him a single day. He was never mealy-mouthed either in
the pulpit or out of it. On one occasion, he was preaching on the subject of
Temperance, and among other stirring remarks, he said, " I don't want any body
who has the rheumatism to tell me what- has brought it on—it is cider; and the
way to cure it is to stop drinking." That very night the old gentleman was
seized with a violent pain, which, before morning, had increased to such a degree
that he was obliged to send for his physician. The physician accordingly came,
and knowing, as he did, the temperament of his patient, as well as his method
of accounting for rheumatism, said to h i m : — " Ah, Doctor, I see what ails you—
it is the rheumatism—I'm afraid you've been taking a little too much cider,"
The Doctor never took up the subject of Temperance again—at least not in the
same way.
He was undoubtedly one of the most powerful preachers of his day, or of any
day. He had the most perfect self-command and freedom of utterance, and his
thoughts always took on the most appropriate dress, and were uttered with a
boldness of manner that was well nigh overpowering. He had a great deal of
impassioned gesture, and there was every thing to show that his inmost soul was
on fire. He was, as you know, a leader in the New School Theology of that
«iay; though the views which he maintained have since become perhaps the popular Theology of New England,
Yours most afi'ectionately,
PAYSON WILLISTON.

JAMES LOCKWOOD.

4^3

JAMES LOCKWOOD.*
1738—1772.
JAUES LOCKWOOD was the eldest son of James and Lydia Lockwood,
and was born at Norwalk, Conn., December 20, 1714. He was graduated
at Yale College in 1735, and was chosen Tutor in the same institution, two
years afterwards, in which capacity he served one year. Having, in the
mean time, studied Theology, and received license to preach, he was called
to succeed the Rev. Stephen Mix, as pastor of the First church in Wethersfield, Conn. He accepted the call, and was ordained on the 28th of February, 1739.
Mr. Lockwood's settlement occurred just before the commencement of
the great revival of 1740. Dr. Trumbull mentions him among the ministers
most favourable to Whitefield's movements ; and there is a tradition at
Wethersfield, that the great itinerant made several visits there, and that, as
the meeting house was inadequate to contain the multitudes who thronged to
hear him, he held a meeting, at least on one occasion, in the open air. There
is no doubt that Mr. Lockwood not only fully sympathized with him, but
co-operated with him to the extent of his ability.
In 1760, he was chosen a Fellow of Yale College, and continued to hold
the office till his death. I n 1758, the Presidency of the College of New
Jersey having been vacated by the death of Jonathan Edwards, Mr. Lockwood was chosen to fill the place ; but he declined the appointment. After
the resignation of President Clap in 1766, the same ofiice was proffered to
him m Yale College; but he declined this also. The reason given for his
non-acceptance in both cases, was his strong attachment to the people of his
charge, and his consequent unwillingness to separate himself from them.
He continued their pastor, greatly respected and beloved, till the close of
life. He died July 20, 1772, in the fifty-eighth year of his age, and the
tlurty-fourth of his ministry.
Mr. Lockwood was married, November 4, 1742, to Mary, daughter of
the Rev. Moses Dickinson of Norwalk,—who died, December 23, 1794,
aged seventy-four. One of his sons, William, was born January 2 1 , 1 7 5 3 ;
»»8 graduated at Yale College in 1774 ; was a Tutor in College in 1779
*nd 1780; was ordained pastor of the church at Milford, March 17,
1(84; was dismissed on account of ill health, April 28, 1796 ; was installed
pastor of the church in Glastonbury in 1797, where he continued his labours
wil 1804, when he was obliged again and finally to withdraw from the min•stey on account of bodily infirmity. He passed the residue of his days at
Glastenbury, greatly respected, and died June 23, 1828. ^e published a
Sermon on the death of Mrs. Jerusha Woodbridge, 1799.^ Dr. Marsh, who
•Qoceeded the Rev. James Lockwood in the pastoral ofiice at Wethersfield,
•» the sermon which he preached at the installation of the son, pays the
""Wwing incidental tribute to the memory of the father:—

, .**y yon continue, through the whole course of your ministry, strong in the grace
Jnich isinChrist Jesus; exhibiting to a great degree of eminence, that spirit 01 wis™tt and piety, benevolence and fidelity, for which the ascended prophet, your excel«M lather, was distinguished-. His praise is still in the churches, and his name
'•'aembered in this vicinity, with particular affection, honour, and veneration,"
•Owen's Hirt. of Princeton CoU.—Hall's Hist, of Norwalk.—Kingsley's Hist, of Yale Coll
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T h e following are M r . Lockwood's p u b l i c a t i o n s : — A Sermon at the
G-eneral Election, 1754. A Discourse on t h e death of t h e H o n . Col. Williams, 1 7 5 5 . A Sermon at t h e ordination of Eleazar M a y , * 1 7 5 6 . A Sermon at t h e General Election, 1 7 6 3 . A Thanksgiving Sermon for the peace
with F r a n c e and Spain, 1 7 6 3 .
P r e s i d e n t Stiles writes thus concerning M r . Lockwood : —
" He was a man of small stature, a good classical scholar, and ingenious in mathematics and philosophy. Of a polite taste and a ready elocution, he performed the
ofHce of the ministry in the house of God and among his people with good acceptance.
He was a man of caution and prudence, and avoided intermeddling deeply with any
of the religious controversies. This caution and wisdom, together with the goodness
of his public performances, made the world think him perhaps a deeper aud greater
man than he really was. He was. however, an ingenious man; was formed for usefulness, and was an honour to the ministry. He was a Calvinist, and more lately has been
inclined to the New Divinity. He was a gentleman of sober deportment, carrying
rather a grave severity in his countenance, and yet far from moroseuess: there was
vivacity in his manner; his cheerfulness was regulated by prudence and circumspection. He was one of those good naturcd persons, who, through proper cultivation,
soon come to maturity. Besides the academic sciences, he applied to systematic Theology, and llidgley and Willard were his favourite authors. He spent his ministerial
life ill a large parish of perhaps three hundred families, who are said to be as well
instructed in religion, as any church in Connecticut, He has had the prudence to lead
that flock in great peace and love through his ministry. As a singular fact he preached
and printed two Election sermons, both of which I heard him deliver. I was iutimately acquainted with him twenty-four years ago,t and occasionally all along since."

CHAUNCY WHITTELSEY. t
1740—1787.
C H A U N C Y W H I T T E L S E Y was a son of t h e R e v . S a m u e l Whittelsey, and

was born a t Wallingford, Conn., October 2 8 , 1 7 1 7 . F r o m both parents he
inherited fine intellectual powers, which were highly cultivated by education.
H e was graduated a t Yale College in 1 7 3 8 , and subsequently resided there,
for some time, as a student on Bishop Berkeley's foundation. On the resignation of R e c t o r Williams in 1 7 3 9 , he was chosen a T u t o r in the College,
which office he held six years. H e was concerned in t h e immediate instruction of four classes, and among his pupils were a considerable number who
afterwards attained great eminence in t h e difTerent departments of public
life. P r e s i d e n t Stiles says of h i m , —
" He was an excellent classical scholar, well acquainted with the three learned
langu.T:.;es, the Latin, Greek, and Hebrew, but especially the Latin and Greek. He
was well acijuaiuted with geography, mathematics, natural philosophy and astronomy,
with moral philosophy and history, and with the general Cyclopedia of literature,
lie availed himself of the advantages of an academic life, and amassed, by laborious
reading, a groat treasure of wisdom; and for literature he was in his day oracular at
College; for he taught with facility and success in every branch of knowledge. He
had a very happy talent at instructing and communicating the knowledge of the
liberal arts and sciences,"
I n 1740, during his connection with College as a T u t o r , he was licensed
to preach the Gospel,—just a t t h e period when t h e great religious excite* ELEAZAR MAY was a native of Wethersfield; was graduated at Yale College in 1752; was
ordained pastor of the church in Haddam, Conn,, June 30, 1766; and died April 14,1803, aged
seveiity,
t This was written immediately after Mr. Lockwood's death.
j Bacon s Hist. Disc—Dana's Fun. Serm.—MS. from his granddaughter.
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ment pervaded nearly the whole of New England. In the first year of his
Tutorship, he was invited by a neighbouring parish, (Amity,) to become a
candidate for settlement; but he declined, partly on the ground that he was
not duly prepared for the ministry, and partly from an unwillingness to
relinquish, at that time, his engagements in College. Some extracts from
his diary, which are preserved, show that he was governed in this decision
by the most conscientious considerations; that he was afraid to enter the
ministry without some more satisfactory evidence of having been the subject of a radical spiritual change; and that he was resolved to serve his
Redeemer with more fidelity and zeal.
Mr. Whittelsey was the man concerning whom David Brainerd said, in
reference to a prayer he had just offered in the College h a l l , — " He has no
more grace than this chair,"—a remark which led to Brainerd's expulsion
from College. Those who read the extracts from Mr. Whittelsey's diary at
that very period, which are still extant, will be more likely to set this down
as a rusii expression made in a moment of great excitement, than as a
rational judgment of the character to which it refers.
In 17-15, Mr. Whittelsey resigned his ofiice as Tutor, and, for reasons not
now known, relinquished the idea of devoting himself to the ministry, and
settled as a merchant in New Haven. He continued in business ten years ;
and, during this time, was an active member of the church, held several
important civil ofiices, and occasionally supplied a vacant pulpit. At length,
tlie church to which he belonged, after a protracted scene of controversy
whieh bad resulted in the formation of another ecclesiastical society, called
him to settle over them as colleague pastor with the Rev. Joseph Noyes.
He now relinquished his secular and civil engagements, accepted their call,
and was ordained March 1, 1758,—being then in the fortieth year of his
age.
Mr. Noyes was far advanced in life at the time of Mr. Whittelsey's settlement ; and, owing to this and some other causes connected with the previous controversy, he withdrew now almost entirely from public service,
His death, after a little more than three years, left Mr. Whittelsey sole
pii.-tor of the church; and thus he continued till his own death, which
occurred on the 24th of July, 1787, after a ministry of nearly thirty years,
and a life of nearly seventy. His funeral sermon was preached by the Bev.
Dr, Jauies Dana, and was published.
He was married in September, 1745, to Elizabeth, daughter of Col.
Whiting of New Haven, well known in the war of 1755, by the name of
the Christian soldier." They had three sons, only one of whom lived to
mature age, Mrs. Whittelsey died October 17, 1751.
The following is a list of Mr. Whittelsey's publications:—A Sermon
addressed to a graduating class in Yale College, 1745. A Sermon on the
i'ath of Mrs. Abigail Noyes, 1768. A Sermon at the ordination of the
Rev. John Hubbard, Meriden, 1769. A Sermon at the funeral of Mrs.
"i»ry Clap, 1769. A Sermon before the General Assembly of Connecticut,
1771
FROM THE REV PAYSON WILLISTON,
EAST HAMPTON, Mass,. Aug. 3, 1855,
Dear Sir: My recollections of the Rev, Chauncy Whittelsey go back to my
•^fly youth. My father resided within three or four miles of him, and they
*^ert; in habits of familiar intercourse, and sometimes exchanged pulpits, I can
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not say, however, that I have a distinct recollection of hearing him preach more
than once; and then, I well remember, his text w a s , — " W h y art thou cast
down, 0 my soul," &c. I was probably at that time fourteen or fifteen years of
age; but, though I remember nothing of the sermon, I have a tolerably distinct
recollection of his appearance and manner. He was of rather a full habit, somewhat above the middle stature, with a face inclining to be round, and expressive
of thought and intelligence. His voice was full and clear, and he used gestures
but sparingly, though he possessed a pretty good share of animation. In private
intercourse, he was very social and agreeable, and his manners indicated what
was really the case,—that he had been accustomed to refined society. He was
an old minister from the time that I first knew him, but I always considered
him venerable as well for character as for age. He had the reputation of possessing a very vigorous mind, and of being an accomplished scholar. He undoubtedly exerted a commanding influence in the various circles in which he moved.
Of the character of Mr, Whittelsey's preaching, except so far as manner is
concerned, I am incompetent to render, from personal knowledge, any testimony
worthy to be relied on, I suppose there is no doubt that the unhappy attair of
Brainerd's expulsion, which originated in,—to say the least, an indiscreet
remark that he made concerning Mr. Whittelsey, has always operated, in the
view of many, to the injury of the latter; though I am inclined to think, witliout any good reason. It is certain that Mr. W did not sympathize with all the
measures that were adopted in the Whitefieldian revival; but if the testimony of
President Stiles and several others is to be relied on, he was a true friend to what
is commonly called evangelical religion. I am confirmed in this opinion by a
conversation that I remember once to have had with the late Gov. Treadwell—
he stated that he had early conceived a prejudice against Mr. W., regarding
him as an Arminian, and that, in consequence of this, he would not attend his
preaching while he was at New Haven, as a membci* of the General Court; but
that, having been induced to go to hear him once, he became satisfied that his
previous judgment of him had been incorrect, and he afterwards sat under his
preaching with great pleasure. He lived during the time when, through the
influence of Edwards and others, the type of Theology in New England underwent considerable modification; and I suppose that nothing more can be laid to
his charge, than that he did not fiill in with what were regarded, at that day, as
innovations upon the common orthodox belief.
As Mr. Whittelsey was approaching the age of seventy, he proposed to his
people in "Society m e e t i n g " to take measures for giving him a colleague;
assigning as a reason that he must expect to bo the subject of increasing infirmities, and he thought it likely that they could settle a minister with greater unanimity then, than they could hope to do, if they should wait till his failure had
become quite obvious to them. Within a year after, however, they found that
their good minister was right in his conjectures, and without suggesting to him
tho idea of renewing his proposition, they chose a committee to confer with him
in reference to a plan for the settlement of a successor. Instead of finding him
ready to accede to their proposals, and to carry out his own previous suggestion,
the answer they received from him was, that he was not conscious of any failure
in his attempts to perform public services, and that he never composed or delivered sermons with more ease than he did at that time. He, however, ultimately
yielded to their expressed wishes; but it was not long before he went to his
grave in peace,
Afi'ectionately yours,
PAYSON WILLISTON.

ANDREW ELIOT.
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ANDREW ELIOT, D. D.*
1741—1778.
ANDREW E L I O T was a son of Andrew Eliot, a merchant of Boston,

and Ruth (Symonds) his wife. H e was a great grandson of Andrew
Elliott, (as the orthography of the name then was,) who came from Somersetshire in England, and settled at Beverly about 1683, and was a Representative to the General Court from 1690 to 1692. The subject of this
sketch was born at Boston, December 25, 1719, ( 0 . S.) He had the rudiments of his education at the grammar school in his native town, under Dr.
Williams and Mr. Lovell. H e was graduated at Harvard College in 1737
Having become early impressed with religious truth, he went through a
course of study preparatory to the ministry,' and, in due time, was licensed
to preach the Gospel. In August, 1741, he commenced preaching in the
New North church in Boston, as a candidate for settlement as colleague
pastor with the Rev. Mr. Webb. I n January, 1742, the church gave him
a regTilar call,—having- previously, by a committee appointed for the purpose, subjected him to a severe examination with a view to satisfy themselves of his orthodoxy. He accepted their call, and was ordained on the
14th of April following. H e preached on the occasion of his ordination,
and tbe sermon was printed.
Mr. Eliot's introduction to the ministry occurred at a period of great
religious excitement, attended by violent controversy. As Whitefield was
tbe great bone of contention in the Church, the position which Mr. Eliot
held in relation to the controversy may be inferred from the following
extract of a letter which he addressed to the Rev. Richard Salter of Mansfield, Conn., dated April 15, 1745.
"As to Mr. Whitefield's being the ringleader of those things of bad and dangerous
tendency which have prevailed among us, I am really at a loss what to say. In one
sense he seems to be the accidental cause, as he was an instrument of stirring up a
religious concern in the minds of great numbers, which concern the devil has unhappily improved to lead many astray, and give them a false and enthusiastical peace,
Bnt you'll say, has he not been the direct cause ? Has not a vein of enthusiasm run
throngh his writings, his preaching, and his conduct ? I must needs say there has
been too much in all these which has appeared to me to border at least upon enthusiasm, and which I always thought had a very dangerous tendency, and I fear has had
Tery unhappy effects. And I could heartily wish Mr. W. was more sensible of this,
•nd was more disposed openly to acknowledge wherein he has mistaken nature for
grace, and imagination for revelation, as I think he owns he may have done. I wish
he could see light to own that he has done this in many instances, and would guard
against the unhappy tendency of many passages in his life and journals. I am perxiaded that, in doing this, he would please God and serve religion.
"As to Mr, W.'s account of his conversion, I must confess that he has not expressed himself in a way that is agreeable to me. But I could never bring myself so much
*« to snspect the reality of his change, whether at the time he fixes upon, or at anoth*•"• I have been ready to think that the defects in the account of his own conversion, (if he was not mistaken in the time,) proceeded from his own ignorance of
the doctrines of the Gospel, and unacquaintedness with experimental writers, so that
he did not know how to express the real experience which he had upon his soul,
But, after all, to call him a rank enthusiast, is, I think, carrying the matter too far.
H« best friends, I think, don't pretend to vindicate him wholly from the charge of
enthusiasm, but I don't know that his greatest enemies have given him so severe an•Hiatorical Notices of the New North church.—Eliot's and Allen's Biog. Diet.—Farmer's
'**"• Reg.—Thacher's Fun. Serm.—Mass. Hist. Coll., X.—MS. from the Eliot family.
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appellation as you do. The modest expression which the united ministers used in
their Testimony against Mr. Davenport, suits me better,—that he is " tinctured with
enthusiasm."
" I believe Mr. Whitefield does not pretend any extraordinary mission: if he does,
he must produce better credentials than any he has yet, to induce me to receive him
as one extraordinarily sent of God.
" I say nothing of his itinerancy, because I have great difficulties in my own mind
about it; to mention which would lead me beyond bounds. As to ministers inviting
him I must be silent. I'll only say I have asked him but once. As to the state of
religion among us, I am sorry that I must say that religion is at a low ebb. Christians are divided into parties, their spirits are roiled and disturbed; feuds and animosities are got to a prodigious height. Mr, W is the grand subject of conversation.
Both his friends and opposers discover too great warmth, and are much alienated
from each other,"
Mr. Eliot laboured as a colleague with Mr, Webb until the death of the
latter, which occurred in April, 1750. From that time to the period of his
own death, he had the sole pastoral charge, and his salary was proportionably increased.
In 1767, the degree of Doctor of Divinity was conferred upon Mr. Eliot
by the University of Edinburgh. I t was common, at that period, to purchase diplomas from the Scotch Universities; and that of Mr. Eliot was
paid for by John Barrett, a particular friend and a deacon in his church.
I n the year 1765, he was chosen a member of the Corporation of Harvard
College, of which he was a uniform and devoted friend. After tho death
of President Holyoke, in 1769, he was earnestly solicited to be a candidate
for the Presidency of the College; but he declined, on the ground of his
reluctance to break tbe tie that bound him to his people. Subsequently,
when the chair was again rendered vacant, in 1773, by the resignation of
President Locke, he was actually chosen to the ofiice, but refused to accept
it on the same grounds tbat had controlled his previous decision.
Dr. Eliot had a prominent share in the perils and deprivations incident to
the Revolution. He remained in Boston during the blockade, from April 19,
1775, till March of the succeeding year. Notwithstanding his family, and a
considerable part of his congregation, bad left the town, there were many
who were unable to leave, and he felt it his duty to remain with them, and
minister to them in tbe hour of their trial. For several months, he, with
Dr. Mather, kept up the Thursday Lecture ; but they agreed at length to
suspend it, and a Farewell sermon was preached on the occasion. After the
evacuation of the town, the Lecture was immediately revived, and a sermon
appropriate to the occasion preached by Dr. Eliot, from Isaiah x x x i i i . 20.
The interest of the scene was increased by the presence of General Washington and other officers of the American army.
Notwithstanding Dr. Eliot's devotion to the cause of his country, he
never indulged a reckless and indiscriminate hostility against those whose
political sympathies were adverse to bis own ; nor would he consent to see
the interests of learning and intelligence sacrificed to the phrenzy of party
zeal. When the house of Lieut. Governor Hutchinson was plundered and
demolished by the mob, his books and manuscripts were thrown in confusion
into the streets, and were in danger of being completely destroyed. Dr.
Eliot exerted himself to the utmost to save them. A large number of valuable manuscripts, and among them the second volume of the History of
Massachusetts Bay, were preserved by his timely and vigilant efi'orts. As
he was careful to maintain all due respect towards the Royal government,
while yet he was perfectly frank in the avowal of his own opinions, he was
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treated with civility by the dominant party, while the friends of the American cause regarded him with the utmost gratitude and affection.
Dr. Eliot's health, during his later years, was, in the main, good, and
neither his animation in the pulpit, nor his vivacity in conversation, seemed
to be materially diminished ; and yet he was subject to occasional complaints which led him to anticipate a speedy dissolution. The last public
act which he performed was to assist in the ordination of Mr. (afterwards
Dr,) John Clarke, as colleague pastor with Dr, Chauncy of the First
church. This was in June, 1778. His health continued feeble during th
summer, but it was only for a few days previous to his death that he was
confined to his house. He died on the 13th of September following, in the
fifty-ninth year of his age. " In his discourses upon his death bed," says
Dr, Thacher, " he always expressed an unshaken faith in those glorious doctrines of the grace of God which he had preached unto others, and his firm
yet humble confidence in the merits of the Redeemer: resigned to the will
of God, nay,—eager after his presence and the enjoyment of his glory, he
would frequently breathe out the pious ejaculation, 'Come Lord Jesus, come
quickly—why are thy chariot wheels so long in coming?'—and, with a
solemn message to his beloved people on his lips, he expired," His funeral
sermon was preached by the Rev. Peter Thacher of Brattle street church,
from Hebrews i v 9 ; and was published.
Dr. Eliot seems to have been averse to printing sermons. In a letter
to one of his friends which is in my possession, he says,—" I have sent you
a sermon at my son's ordination : I have all my life been averse to publishing, but have turned fool in my old age." His sermons were often requested for the press ; but he was accustomed to reply that he intended to
collect a number which he would publish in a volume, after some years.
This purpose he fulfilled in 1774. The volume contains twenty Discourses,
most of them of a highly practical character. Besides this, he published
a Sermon at his own ordination, 174:2 ; a Sermon entitled " Inordinate
love of the world inconsistent with the love of God," 1744 ; a Sermon after
the death of the Rev. John Webb, 1750 ; a Fast Sermon, 1753; a Sermon
at the ordination of Joseph Roberts,* 1 7 5 4 ; a Thanksgiving Sermon for
the conquest of Quebec, 1759 ; Election Sermon, 1765 ; a Sermon at the
ordination of Ebenezer Thayer, 1766 ; Dudleian Lecture, 1 7 7 1 ; a Sermon
at the execution of Levi Ames, 1773 ; a Sermon at the ordination of Joseph
Willard, 1773 ; a Sermon at the ordination ofhis son, Andrew Eliot, 1774;
a Sermon upon " The thief on the cross." He wrote several pieces in the
Epi.scopal controversy, particularly "Remarks upon the Bishop of Oxford's
••^fniunis," extracts of which were published in England by Blackburn. In
the memoirs of Thomas Hollis, Esq., of London, there are several pages
filled with letters addressed to him by Dr. Eliot.
He was married, October, 174li, to Elizabeth, daughter of Josiah Langdon,
a deacon, and one of the founders, of his church. They had seven children,—four sons, and three daughters.
The following notices of Dr. Eliot's character are from a pamphlet published by his son, Ephraim Eliot, Es(i., in lSi;2, entitled "Historical notices
'JOSEPH RonsnTS was born in Boston; was graduated at Harvard College in 1741; was ordained pastor of the church in Tieieester, Mass,, Oct. 23, 1764; was dismissed Dec. 15, 1762;
»nd died at Weston, April 30, 1811,aged ninety-one.
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of the N e w N o r t h religious society in the town of Boston, with anecdotes of
the R e v . A n d r e w E l i o t and J o h n E l i o t , " &c.
•' The Doctor's memory has been held in gre.at veneration. An upright, honest
man he was, ' The esteem of the wise and the good he certainly had,' In principle he was what has been styled a moderate Calvinist, The doctrines laid down
in the Assembl3''s Shorter Catechism he held in high estimation. These he inculcated
zealously upon the youth of his congregation, and upon his children, as long as he
lived.
" In the pulpit he was a favourite. His discourses were plain and practical, seldom
on controversial points. They were delivered without action, but with a pathos and
solemnity that commanded attention. He always used notes. His tone of voice was
bold and positive, as though he would not be contradicted; nor indeed did he bear
contradiction tamely out of the pulpit. Over an highly irascible temper he had acquired a remarkable command. When he felt his passions rising, he would retire by
himself till he had controlled them. His influence over his parishioners was great; so
that, although there were a number very inimical to him, yet he never was openly
opposed by them. They, out of derision, used to style him POPE. Others there were,
who disapproved of his prudence in party matters, especially in politics. On no
account would he introduce them into the pulpit. One of the maxims which he urged
upon those of his sons who went into the clerical profession, was, — " W h e n your
parishioners are divided in sentiments, enjoy your own opinion, and act according to
your best judgment; but join neither as a partizan." This circumspection acquired
for him the name ot Andrew Sly.
" M r . Eliot was always a zealous opposer of African slavery. Many people in
Boston had slaves for their family servants. Soon after his marriage, a sum of money
was subscribed by his friends, sufficient to buy a black boy for him; but he declined
the present, unless he might be permitted to put him as an apprentice to some business, when he should be of a suitable age; and, at the termination of his apprenticeship, that he should be a free man. These conditions not suiting the gentlemen, the
matter was dropped. He did not live to witness the abolition of slavery in this Commonwealth.
" As a friend and companion. Dr. Eliot was sought after. Although his avocations
were many, he husbanded his time in such a manner as allowed him opportunity to
visit among his parishioners more than any other minister in the town. He had also a
very extensive acquaintance out of his parish, was introduced into the polite circles,
and to most of the strangers of distinction, whom business or curiosity led to visit
Boston—always cheerful and entertaining in conversation, abounding in interesting
anecdotes, yet never descending to levity. In his last years, his most intimate friends
were among the younger part of socictj' He was a fine classical scholar, and his
acquaintance with most subjects of literature,madehim welcome among the learned."
D r . E l i o t had t h r e e sons who were graduated at H a r v a r d College:—
Andreiv, in 1762 ; John, in 1772 ; and Ephraim
in 1 7 8 0 . Ephraim
was
a druggist in B o s t o n ; Joh7i succeeded his father as minister of the New
N o r t h Church, and is the subject of a distinct article in this work ; and
Andreic was for many years pastor of a church in Fairfield, Conn.
A7idrew, tbe elder of the t h r e e sons, was, shortly after his graduation,
appointed to the office of B u t l e r of the C o l l e g e ; and, when the old College
was b u r n t in 1764, he lost all his property in the building. H e was appointed a T u t o r of tbe College in 1 7 6 8 , and a Fellow in 1773 ; and held both
these ofiices till he was ordained at Fairfield in 1 7 7 4 . I n the summer of
1 7 7 9 , when General T r y on landed with an a r m y and b u r n t tbe town of Fairfield,—notwithstanding
he had ordered Mr. E l i o t ' s house, with a few others,
to be marked for preservation, it was, by some accident, consumed, together
with his furniture and a large and choice library. W h e n the loss which he
had sustained came to be known b y his friends in Boston, there was a public
contribution made in the New N o r t h Church to repair it, and an appropriate
sermon delivered on the occasion by the late D r . Simeon Howard of the
W e s t Church, from the t e x t — " I t is more blessed to give than to receive."
M r . Eliot was a member of the Connecticut Academy of A r t s and
Sciences, and a corresponding member of the Massachusetts Historical
Society. H e died October 2 6 , 1 8 0 5 , in the sixty-second year of his age,
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and the thirty-second of his ministry. He left a widow and six children,
one of whom, Andrew, was graduated at Yale College in 1799, was ordained
pastor of tbe church in New Milford, Conn., February 24, 1808, and died
in 1S29. He was a member of the Corporation of Yale College from 1818
till his death. He preached the Connecticut Election Sermon in 1819,
which was published.
The following is from an obituary notice of Mr. Eliot of Fairfield, written
by the llev. Dr. James Dana, and published in the newspapers of New
Haven :—
•'In Mr. Eliot, the bereaved flock have lost a judicious, affectionate, and faithful
pastor, to whom God had given the spirit of fortitude, love, and a sound mind; who
attended continually on his ministry, unentangled with the things of this life. The
steady affection and esteem, the deserved estimation in which he was ever held by his
brethren in tho ministry, and his acceptance in the churches, are honourable testimonies to his worth. Candour and unaffected piety, with the wisdom which dwells with
prudence, were distinguishing parts of his character. His acquaintance with general
science, his urbanity and friendly and social affections, conciliated the esteem of all
ranks."

RICHARD SALTER, D. D.*
1741—1789.
RICHARD S A L T E R was born in Boston in' the year 1723. He was the
son of John Salter, a gentleman of wealth and respectability, who was
extensively engaged in mercantile pursuits. In his early years, he evinced
a great love of study, and was considered as a youth of more than ordinary
promise. His parents paid great attention to his education, furnishing him
every advantage for intellectual and moral culture within their power. I n
due time he was entered at Harvard College, where he was distinguished as
a scholar, and was graduated with honour in 1739. Soon after his graduation,
he entered on the study of medicine, and continued it till he had acquired
suflicient knowledge to be a skilful practitioner. He then directed bis attention
to Theology, witb a view to devote his life to the ministry. Shortly after
be was licensed to preach, he fell into a deep melancholy, and, for two years,
bad but little hope that he had any experimental acquaintance with religion.
From this state, however, be at length emerged to clearer views of truth
and duty, and to a comfortable evidence of his own Christian character.
The severe discipline to which he was thus subjected, he found of great use
to him in subsequent life, not merely as a means of personal growth in
religion, but as rendering him more skilful and successful in the treatment
of that S])ivitual malady from which he had been so great a sufferer.

Mr. Salter supplied, for some time, one of the pulpits in Boston, and
overtures in respect to a scltlcnicnt were made to him, but he was not
inclined to listen to them. He subsequently consented to preach as a candidate in Mansfield, Conn., and, in due time, received a call to settle there.
He accepted the call, and was ordained on the 27th. of June, 1744 : the
• -"^l^'i^. from Dr, Storrs of Braintree, Dr. Albro of Cambridge, and Rev, W, Salter of
Montville.
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ordination sermon was preached by the Rev. Solomon Williams of
Lebanon.
Not long after Mr. Salter's settlement, a serious difficulty commenced in
his church, in consequence of some of the members declaring in favour of
the sect called " Separatists." This difficulty was protracted through several
years, and twenty-four of the members of the church were excommunicated
before peace was fully restored. This was the only considerable interruption
of the harmony of the church during his ministry. He continued in the
active and constant discharge of the duties of his ofiSce, till the year 1787,
when his strength began perceptibly to decline; and, during the remaining
two years of his life, he was able to perform but little public service. He
died on the 14th of April, 1789, in the sixty-sixth year of his age, and the
forty-first of his ministry. His funeral sermon was preached by the Rev.
Dr. Lockwood of Andover.
He preached the Connecticut Election Sermon in 1768, which was
published, and was considered as possessing much more than ordinary merit.
He was elected a Fellow of Yale College in 1771, and held the ofiice till
1780. He received from the same institution the Degree of Doctor of
Divinity in 1782.
In 1781, he gave, by deed, a farm to the "President and Fellows of
Yale College, for encouraging and promoting the study of the Hebrew
language and other Oriental languages, in said College." This farm, situated in Mansfield, was sold by the Corporation for two thousand dollars.
Soon after his settlement at Mansfield, he was married to Mary, daughter
of his predecessor, the Rev. Eleazar Williams. They had three children,
all of whom died in infancy. Mrs. Salter died September 17, 1766, aged
forty-seven. He was subsequently married to Mary, daughter of the Rev.
Solomon Williams of Lebanon. By this marriage he had no children. The
second wife survived her husband about four years and a half, and died
November 15, 1793, aged fifty-nine.
FROM THE REV PAYSON WILLISTON.
August 9,1855.
Dear Sir: Sometime after I was licensed to preach, I supplied the pulpit, for
a while, at Hampton, Conn. JMy cla.'i.sniate, and afterwards brother-in-law,
Richard Salter Storrs, who had been named for Dr. Salter, and educated by
him, was then residing with him at Mansfield; and, as that was within a few
miles of Hampton, I became domesticated with my classmate at the Doctor's
house, and spent my whole time there, except what was necessary to fulfil my Sabbath engagements at Hampton, After Dr. S, became disabled for
public service, I consented, by his request, to supply his pulpit for a quarter of
a ji'ear; during which time I was still a member ofhis family, I had, therefore,
a pretty good opportunity of forming a judgment of at least the leading features
of his character; though I had no personal knowledge of him until his faculties
had begun to feel in some degree the palsying influence of age.
Doctor Salter was a well-built, portly man, of a dignified and commanding
appearance. His face was expressive of great activity and strength of mind—it
seemed to say that he was born to rule. And his countenance was, by no means,
a false index to his character—his mind was as active, and his spirit as impetuous
and energetic, as his expression would have led you to suppose, I had an opportunity of witnessing sometimes demonstrations, in the way of passionate excitement, that were even painful; and, in one instance in particular, I remember his
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making some very unguarded remarks in respect to a member of his own family,
which immediately occasioned him deep regret, and drew from him expressions
of the severest self-condemnation. I think his natural constitution must have
drawn him frequently into errors of this kind, while yet I think it also disposed
him very readily to retract them.
Dr. Salter was undoubtedly a man of much more than ordinary intellectual
powers—indeed, I believe he ranked, in this respect, among the first ministers of
his day in Connecticut. I never heard him preach but once; but, judging from
that effort, as well as from what 1 otherwise knew of him, I am sure he must have
been a highly instructive and intellectual preacher; and indeed such was his universal reputation. He was accustomed generally to preach double sermons; in
the morning presenting his subject doctrinally or argumentatively, and in the
afternoon exhibiting its more practical bearings. His manner was characterized
rather by boldness and vigour than any of the graces of elocution.
Dr. Salter was distinguished as a scholar, and especially as a proficient in the
Hebrew and Greek languages. He had made great progress in writing a Commentary on the New Testament, which he intended to publish; but when Guyse's.
Paraphrase appeared, he was so. much pleased with it that he abandoned the
design.
Though I would not say that he was otherwise than social, there was a certain
stateliness and dignity about his intercourse, from the effect of which you found
it difScult altogether to escape. He had one habit which he carried to an extreme, even for the day in which he lived—I mean that of smoking. He was not
insensible that he had attained to great eminence in that respect, and he used to
justify it by saying that it was better to pay a man for raising and cutting
tobacco, than to support him. in doing nothing.
Yours affectionately,
P. WILLISTON.

THADDEUS MACCARTY,'*
1742—1784.
THADDEUS MACCARTY was born in Boston in the year 1721. His father
was Capt. Thaddeus Maccarty, an experienced commander and skilful navigator in the merchant service, who intended that his son also should pursue
the life of a mariner. He actually sailed with his father on several voyages ; and, but for a feeble constitution, which disqualified him for the
hardships attendant on a sailor's life, his attention would probably never
have been directed to the ministry. Having gone through his preparatory
course, he entered Harvard University in 1735, and was graduated in 1739.
During the next three years, he devoted himself to the study of Theology;
and on the 3d of November, 1742, was ordained pastor of the church in
Kingston, Mass.
Nothing occurred to disturb the relations between him and his people,
until the visit of Whitefield in that region, in the early part of 1745. The
inhabitants of Kingston, fearful of the excitement which every where attended Whitefield's labours, resolved to guard against it by appointing a Com-

•Magg. Hist. Coll., III.—Mass. Spy, April 23,1823.—President John Adams' Works, I I . i-mcoln's Hist, of Worcester.—Smalley's Worcester Pulpit.
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mittee " t o prevent the intrusion of roving exhorters." An unfounded
report was circulated that Mr. Maccarty had invited Whitefield, who was
then in Plymouth to preach his lecture preparatory to the Communion ; and
such was the excitement occasioned by the report, that, in order to prevent
Mr. Maccarty from accomplishing his alleged purpose, they fastened the
meeting house,—nailing the doors and boarding up the windows. Mr. Maccarty, regarding this as a personal insult, as well as a gross invasion of his
rights as a minister, omitted the lecture, and immediately asked for a dismission. The case was accordingly submitted to a council, and they advised
conditionally, that he should be dismissed. On the 3d of November, 1745,
—precisely three years from the time of his ordination, he preached his
farewell sermon, from the following very appropriate text-—" Therefore
watch, and remember that, by the space of T H R E E Y E A R S , I ceased not to
warn every one, night and day, with tears. And now Brethren, I commend
you to God and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and
to give you an inheritance among all them that are sanctified." A copy of
the discourse was left in Kingston, and was published in 1804, with a preface containing a brief statement of the circumstances which led to the
author's dismission. The sermon breathes a spirit of Christian magnanimity, and the relations which he subsequently bore to his former charge were
never otherwise than pleasant.
The church in Worcester, having been vacant nearly two years, subsequent
to the dismission of the Rev. Isaac Burr,* invited Mr. Maccarty, and Mr.
(afterwards Dr.) Jonathan Mayhew, to occupy the pulpit,—each, four Sabbaths. Both these gentlemen acceded to the proposal. Mr, Maccarty
preached his first sermon on Thanksgiving day, November 27, 1746, and
continued his labours till January following. The time designated for the
choice of a minister was the 19th of tbat month. The Sabbath preceding,
the two candidates officiated,—Mr, Mayhew in the morning, and Mr. Maccarty in the afternoon. The result was, that the latter was almost unanimously
chosen. His installation took place on the 10th of June, 1747,—he preached his own installation sermon.
Mr. Maccarty was a decided Whig during the Revolution ; and his labours,
both in the pulpit and out of it, were directed in favour of the American
cause. Though his entire salary was only a competent support, his desire
to share with his people the common burden, led him to relinquish a part
of it, in consequence of which, he was often subjected to serious embarrassment. During the later years of his life, he was taken off from his labours
by declining health. In 1783, he preached for a short time ; but on the
20th of July, 1784, his earthly career closed. He died in the sixty-third
year of his age, and after a ministry at Worcester of thirty-seven years.
On the 8th of September, 1743, Mr. Maccarty was married to Mary,
daughter of Francis Gatcomb, a wealthy merchant in Boston, who emigrated
from Wales. They had fifteen children. One son was graduated at Yale
College in 1766, became a physician, and died at Keene, N. H., in 1802;
and one daughter was married to the Hon, Benjamin West of Charlestown,
N. H. Mrs. Maccarty died at Worcester, December 28, 1783.
* ISAAC BURR, the son of Thomas Burr of Hartford, Conn., was born in 1698; was graduated
at Yale College in 1717; was ordained minister of the church in Worcester, October 13, 1725;
was dismissed by an ecclesiastical council in November, lUi; after whieh he removed to Windsor, Vt., and died in 1761.
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The following is a list of Mr. Maccarty's publications :—Farewell Sermon
at Kingston, 1745. A Sermon at the author's installation at Worcester,
1747. Two Discourses on the day of the Annual Fast, and the day preceding the general muster of the Militia throughout the Province for the enlisting of soldiers for the intended expedition against Canada, 1759. A Sermon
on the day of the execution of Arthur, a negro, at Worcester, 1768. A
Sermon on the execution of William Lindsey for burglary at Worcester,
1770. A Thanksgiving Sermon, 1775. A Sermon preached at Worcester,
on the execution of Buchannan, Brooks, Ross, and Mrs. Spooner, for murder, 1778.
A writer in the Massachusetts Historical Collections, says,—
" Mr. Maccarty was tall in stature; in person slender and thin; with a dark and
penetrating eye; a distinct and sonorous, though somewhat harsh toned voice. His
address was impressive and solemn,"
The elder President Adams, in his diary under date of May 23, 1756,
writes thus:—
" Sunday—Heard Mr, Maccarty, He is particularly fond of the following expressions:—Carnal, ungodly persons; sensuality and voluptuousness; walking with God;
anregeneracy; rebellion against God; believers; all things come alike to all; there is
one event to the righteous and to the wicked; shut out of the presence of God; solid,
BDbstantial, and permanent joys springing up in the soul; the shines of God's countenance."
The following testimony to Mr. Maccarty's character is inscribed on his
tomb stone:—
" Through the course of his ministry, he uniformly exhibited an example of the
peaceable and amiable virtues of Christianity, Under a slow and painful decline, he
discovered an ardent love to his Master, by a cheerful attention to his service, and at
the approach of death he patiently submitted, in the full hope of a glorious resurrection from the grave,"
Mr. Maccarty's published sermons, as well as some that remain in manuscript, show that he must have made careful and mature preparation for the
pulpit, and that he was a sensible, serious, and stirring preacher.

MOSES MATHER, D. D..=*
1742—1806.
MOSES M A T H E R was a son of Timothy Mather, and was born at Lyme,
Conn., (to which place his grandfather had removed from Dorchester, Mass.,)
March 6, 1719. He was graduated at Yale College in 1739 ; and, in due
time, was licensed to preach the Gospel by the New London Association.
He commenced preaching in Middlesex, (a payish in Stamford—now the
town of Darien,) on the 19th of April, 1742. He was ordained pastor of the
Congregational church (then newly formed) in that place, on the 14th of
Jni)e, 1744. Here he remained in the pastoral relation during the residue
of bis long life. He received the degree of Doctor of Divinity from the
College of New-Jersey in 1791. He died on the 21st of September, 1806,
^ the eighty-eighth year of his age, after having preached to the same
people upwards of sixty-four years.

•nist. of the Mather family*.-Dwight's Travels, III. MS. from Rev. E. D. Kinney.
Vol.. I.
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In 1759, he engaged in a controversy with Dr. Bellamy on the subject of
the Half-way Covenant; and published a large pamphlet entitled " The
visible Church in covenant with God: or an Inquiry into the constitution
of the visible Church of Christ; wherein the Divine right of infant baptism
is defended ; and the admission of adults to complete standing in the visible
Church, though destitute of a saving faith, shown to be agreeable to the
revealed will of God." In 1763, he published a Sermon entitled " Divine
Sovereignty displayed by predestination ; or the doctrine of the Decrees
considered in its proper light and real tendency." He left behind him a
work entitled " A systematic view of Divinity ; or the ruin and recovery of
man ;"—which was published in a duodecimo volume in 1813.
Dr. Mather was a Fellow of Yale College from 1777 to 1790.
He was married, on the 21st of September, 1745, to Hannah Bell, ofhis
own parish, who died April 2 1 , 1755, aged thirty-seven. By this marriage
he had five children. He married a second wife, Elizabeth Whiting,—also
a native of Middlesex, January 1, 1756. She died December 18, 1757,
aged twenty-seven, the mother of one child. He married a third wife,
Piebecca Raymond, of Norwalk, August 23, 1758, who died January 23,
1786, aged sixty-four. By this last marriage there were four children. He
had ten children in all,^eight sons and two daughters. The Rev. Ezra D.
Kinney, the present (1855) pastor of the church with which Dr. Mather
was connected, writes thus—" About fifty of Dr. Mather's lineal descendants are members of some Christian church, and nearly all of them are
Congregationalists or Presbyterians. I think that more than half of those
who compose my congregation on the Sabbath, and nearly our whole choir
of singers, are his descendants. Two of his great grandsons have recently
been ordained Deacons of this church."
The following extract from Dr. Dwight's " Travels" may help to illustrate both Dr. Mather's history and character :—Referring to the parish of
Middlesex, he says,—
" O n Sunday, the 22d of July, 1781, while the congregation were employed in public
worship, a body of British troops, consisting chieliy of refugees, surrounded their
church; and took the whole number prisoners, together with their minister, the Rev.
Moses Mather, D. D. This venerable man was marched with his parishioners to the
shore; and thence conveyed to Lloyd's neck. From that place he was soon marched
to New-York, and conflned in the Provost prison. His food was stinted and wretched
to a degree not easily imaginable. His lodging corresponded with his food. His
company, to a considerable extent, was made up of mere rabble; and their conversation, from which he could not retreat, composed of profaneness and ribaldry. Here
also he was insulted daily by the Provost marshal, whose name was Cunningham,—a
wretch remembered in this country, only with detestation. This wretch, among other
kinds of abuse, took a particular satisfaction in announcing from time to time to Dr,
Mather, that on that day, the morrow or some other time, at a little distance, he was
to be executed.
" But Dr. Mather was not without his friends;—friends,however, who knew nothing
of him except his character. A lady of distinction, having learned his circumstances,
and having obtained the necessary permission, sent to him clothes, and food, and
comforts, with a very liberal hand.
" D r . Mather was a man distinguished for learning and piety, a strong understanding and a most exemplary life. His natural temper was grave and unbending. His
candour was that of the Gospel,—'the wisdom which is from above;' which, while it
is ' pure and peaceable, is also without partiality.' Of this a remarkable instance may
be given. In the prime of life, he had a strenuous public controversy with one of the
ministers of Connecticut, on a subject belonging to the Discipline and Communion of
the Church. The debate was sufficiently .ardent on both sides. In tho decline of litb,
but in the full possession of his faculties, he was convinced that he was in an error, by
the very writings which he had before answered. This fact he cheerfully acknowledged to his brethren."
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FROM THE REY MARK MEAD.
GREENWICH, Conn., March 26, 1855.
Rev. and Dear Sir: I regret that it is not in my power to say much from perlonal recollection concerning Dr. Mather, My acquaintance with him was slight,
md was fimited to quite the latter part of his life, I never heard him preach,
lor do I recollect to have had any conversation with him, till he wa.s more than
linoty years of age,—when I passed a Sabbath at his house, and preached in hi?
mlpit.
He was a man of about the middle stature, rather slender than otherwise, of a
ilMs:int expression of countenance, and free and easy in conversation. On the
>,ibli;uh which I spent with him, a young woman was examined and admitted to
he church. Knowing that his practice had formerly been to receive persons to
he church, merely on the ground of an unexceptionable moral character, withmt requiring evidence of true piety, I asked him in what light he regarded the
KTSon admitted. He gave me to understand that he received her as a real Chris:ian; and remarked that he had formerlj^ used two forms of covenant, but that,
m more careful examination, he had become satisfied that it was proper to
receive only those w^ho made a credible profession of real godliness.
The following anecdote was related to me by the Eev, Dr, Isaac Lewis, the
;lik'r. After Dr. !M,ither was eighty years of age. Dr. Lewis called at his house,
»nd while there, a blind man came in, which turned the conversation on the great
calamity of blindness. Dr. Mather took occasion to remark upon the difference
t)etween naturiil and spiritual blindness,—the former implying no criminality,
irhile the latter was wholly inexcusable, and rendered the subject of it j u s t l y
liable to the Divine displeasure. In further conversation. Dr. Lewis ascertained
that Dr. Mather had changed his views on that subject, from reading the writings
of Andrew Fuller; and Fuller, as you doubtless know, acknowledged his indebtedness for the same views to Dr, Bellamy, Dr, Mather's opponent,
Dr, Mather, though generally a grave man, had a rich- vein of humour, of
Thich there still remain manj^ traditions. A man in his parish who pretended
to be a sort of half Quaker, half infidel, and who was a member of the vigilance
oninmittee in tbe Revolution,—as he was once riding in company with him on
liorstback, said to h i m , — " ¥ b u r Master used to ride an ass, and how is it that
you ride a Aorse?" " B e c a u s e , " said the Doctor, " t h e asses are all taken up
for committee men."
Dr. Mather used to wear a long rounded kind of a Quaker coat, with very
lir^re brass buttons from top to bottom. The Quakers, at t h a t time, used to
'Ttar buttons made of apple-tree, and j u s t enough to fasten their coats. The
same man mentioned above, on meeting Dr. Mather one day, said to him,—
' Moses, why does thee wear so many buttons on t h y coat ?" " To show y o u , "
said the Doctor, " that my religion does not consist in a b u t t o n . "
Dr. Mather was a most earnest patriot in the times that tried men's souls,
'neof his sons, who was carried a prisoner by the British to New York, and
died tht-re, was brought home a corpse. The father was greatly overcome hj the
affliction, but said,—" I had rather see him a corpse, than to have him join the
enemies of his country,"
He undoubtedly exercised a great and good influence in his day; but the generation upon whom his influence was immediately exerted, has given place to one
''' ^^f^ra he is known chiefiy through tradition.
Respectfully and sincerely yours,
MARK MEAD.
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SAMUEL HOPKINS, D. D.*
1742—1803.
SAMUEL H O P K I N S was a descendant, in the fourth generation, of John
Hopkins, who came from England, and settled at Cambridge in 1634,
removed to Hartford, Conn,, in 1636, and died in 1654. He was the son
of Timothy and Mary (Judd) Hopkins, and was born at Waterbury, Conn.,
September, 17, 1721. His parents were both professors of religion, and
they resolved, from the birth of this son, to give him a collegiate education,
in the hope that he might become a minister of the Gospel.
In his childhood, he manifested no particular taste for study, but seemed
rather inclined to labour on a farm. In the winter after he was fourteen,
however, his mind which had before been somewhat impressed with religious
things, took a still more decidedly serious direction, and, at the same time,
he began to feel some impulses towards a liberal education. His father,—
more than ready to second his wishes on this subject, now placed him under
the instruction of the Rev. John Graham of Woodbury. Here he went
through his preparatory course, and was admitted a. member of the Freshman class in Yale College, September, 1737, when he had just completed
his sixteenth year. He maintained an honourable standing in his class,
during his whole course, and was graduated in 1741.
During his connection with the College, he made a public profession of
religion, and adopted the Calvinistic theory in distinction from the Arminian. Not long before the close of his College life, the great religious excitement that spread so extensively through the country, commenced, and the
people of New Haven shared in it largely, under the preaching of Whitefield, Tennent, and others of the same school. A number of the students
in College occupied themselves almost entirely in visiting their fellow students, and urging them to an immediate attention to their immortal interests;
and David Brainerd, then an undergraduate, called at Hopkins' room,
doubtful, it would seem, of the genuineness of his piety, and wishing to put
him upon a more earnest self-examination. Though Hopkins behaved
towards him with great reserve, he was deeply impressed by some remark
that fell from him, and was put upon a course of reflection, by means of
which he soon became convinced that his previous experience, and the hope
founded upon it, were fallacious. After a few weeks, his views of spiritual
things seemed to undergo a surprising change ; and, while he found himself
deeply affected with a sense of his ov/n sinfulness, the Mediatorial work of
Christ rose before him in surpassing glory ; though he had not, at this time,
the remotest idea that these exercises were connected with the beginning of
tbe spiritual life. J u s t before he was graduated, Mr. Edwards, then at
Northampton, visited New Haven, and preached his celebrated sermon on
" Tbe Trial of the Spirits.;" and he was so much impressed by it, that he
resolved to go and reside with Mr. Edwards, as soon as the opportunity should
occur for doing so.

Immediately after leaving College, he returned to his father's in Waterbury, and remained there several months, in a state of great mental depres* Hart's Fun. Serm.—West's Life of Hopkins.—Park's do.
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gion. In December, 1741, he went to Northampton, and became an inmate
of the family of Mr. Edwards. Here his religious views, especially in
regard to himself, became more clear and satisfactory, and he engaged with
great interest in his theological studies. On the 29th of April, 1742, after
having studied but four months, he was licensed to preach. Shortly after
this, he paid a visit to his father's, and then returned to Northampton,
with a view to avail himself still further of Mr. Edwards' instructions. At
this period, he commenced a school in the village, at the same time prosecuting his studies ; but, after a few weeks, was seized with a rheumatic affection, which obliged him to change his residence. He was in Mr. Edwards'
family altogether, somewhat more than eight months.
In December, 1742, Mr. Hopkins accepted an invitation to preach to a
vacant congregation in Simsbury, Conn., and continued there till May following. Contrary to his wishes, they called a meeting of the parish with a
view to give him a call; and they actually voted to give him one; but
there was some lack of unanimity, and even if this had not been the case,
he was little predisposed to accept it. He therefore left Simsbury and
returned to Northampton, with an intention to resume his studies under Mr.
Edwards.
After refusing various applications from more desirable places, he compUed with a request to preach at Housatonnoc,—incorporated as a parish in
1740, with the name of the Second Parish in Sheffield; and as a town in
1761, with the name of Great Barrington. He commenced his labours here
in June, 1743 ; and, though he found every thing in the state of society,
that seemed forbidding and discouraging, he soon made up his mind that
this was the field that his Master had allotted to him. He was ordained on
the 28th of December; and, at the same time, a church was formed, consisting of five members, of which he became pastor.
About a year after his ordination, (1744,) a French and Indian war broke
out, and continued until 1749. This, of course, not only put him and his
people in imminent jeopardy, but was greatly adverse to the success of his
ministry. He evinced, however, as he did subsequently in the war of the
Revolution, great patriotism ; and while he availed himself of every opportunity to preach the Gospel, he did not hesitate to join a scouting party, if
circumstances seemed to render it desirable.
Mr. Hopkins not only took great interest in the political condition of the
Muntry, but he felt a deep concern for the spiritual welfare of the Indians.
He often preached to the tribes collected at Stockbridge; and, after the
death of their excellent missionary, John Sergeant, they were earnestly
desirous that Mr. Hopkins should become his successor. Indeed he was
Mtaally applied to by the Commissioners in Boston, who had the care of
™e Stockbridge mission ; but he declined their proposal, on the ground that
Moid not think himself adapted to the place, and at the same time recommended Mr. Edwards, who had then lately been dismissed from Northamp*""• The Commissioners availed themselves of his suggestion, and appointed
Mr. Edwards,—a circumstance which afforded the highest satisfaction to
Mr. Hopkins, as it brought his illustrious theological instructor into his very
"ragbbonrhood.
Mr. Hopkins had resided at Great Barrington four years before he was
^med. He had been engaged to two young ladies successively, one at
• orthampton, and the other at Great Barrington ; but, owing to circura-
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stances for which he was in no wise responsible, neither engagement took
effect. At length, however, on the 13th of January, 1748, he was married
to Joanna, daughter of Moses IngersoU of Great Barrington.
Within about one year from the time of his ordination, his father died at
the age of fifty-seven; his mother having died some time before, aged fortythree. Samuel was the executor of his father's will; and ultimately the
education of his three youngest brothers devolved upon him. He took them
to his own home, and, under his instruction, they were fitted for College.
His brother James entered Yale College in 1753, and died at New Haven
in less than a year afterwards. His brother Daniel entered Yale College in
1754, and was, for many years, pastor of a church in Salem, Mass. Mark,
the youngest of the three, was a classmate at Yale College with his brother
Daniel, and afterwards became an eminent lawyer, and in the Revolution
distinguished himself as a patriot. He entered the army, and died of a fever
at White Plains, October 26, 1776,—only two days before the memorable
battle at that place.
After he had served the people of Great Barrington a number of years,
a dissatisfaction from various causes sprung up iu the society, which, in
connection with the want of an adequate support, led him to think that
Providence pointed him to some other field. In 1767, he proposed to the
church to refer the question of his continuance among them to a council;
but they would not listen to the suggestion. After waiting two years, however, and making various efforts to remove the existing embarrassments, they
consented to join with hira in convoking a council. Accordingly, on the
18th of January, 1769, the council, consisting of several of the neighbouring ministers, assembled, and, in view of all the circumstances of the case,
pronounced his pastoral relation dissolved ; rendering, at the same time, the
highest testimony to his ministerial ability and faithfulness. He had been
the minister of that people a little more than twenty-five years.
At the time of his dismission from Great Barrington, Mr. Hopkins
doubted whether he should ever take the pastoral charge of another church.
He was engaged in writing a work for the press ; and while this occupied
him during the week, he was accustomed to preach every Sabbath at North
Canaan, distant from his residence twelve miles. In April and May succeeding, (1769,) he preached several Sabbaths at the Old South Church, Boston,,
and a portion of the congregation would gladly have retained him as a
colleague with Dr. Sewall, but the majority opposed the measure. From
the early part of June to the early part of July, he preached to a Presbyterian congregation in Topsham, Maine, and was invited thence to Newport,
Rhode Island, where he arrived on the 21st of July. After preaching five
Sabbaths, he received a call to settle over the First Congregational Church
and Society; though the call was by no means unanimous. He then
returncl bome with a view to settle the great question of duty that presented itself to him ; and, after taking due time to deliberate, returned with his
mind made up in favour of accepting the call. But the opposition to him
had greatly increased during his absence, owing particularly to the circulation of a sarcastic pamphlet against him ; so that he was by no means
prepared, at that time, to return to the call an affirmative answer. He
however, yielded to the wish of his friends, and continued to preach then
nearly eight months ; and, when the congregation met (March 12, 1770) t(
decide whether they would continue the call, it turned out that a majority"
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voted in the negative. This result, it seems, had been brought about by the
persevering efforts of a few individuals, who were determined that he should
not be their minister. When it was communicated to Mr. Hopkins, as
it was too late in the week for him to reach home before the Sabbath, he
inquired whether there existed so strong a prejudice against him as to render
it inexpedient for him to preach, if he should remain till the next week.
On being assured that the people would not be unwilling to hear him, he
determined to stay and preach to them a sort of farewell sermon. Such a
sermon he did preach; and there was so much of affection, dignity, and
wisdom in it, that it completely disarmed his opponents, and led them immediately to express an earnest wish that he might be their minister. In due
time, another meeting of the congregation was called, and they voted, with
ahnost entire unanimity, to give him a call. He accepted the call, and was
installed on the 11th of April, 1770,—the Rev. Dr. (afterwards President)
Stiles preaching the sermon, which was published. Dr. Stiles had then been
the minister of the Second Congregational Church in Newport, about fifteen
years. He and Mr. Hopkins differed considerably in their views of religious
truth; but this never disturbed their social relations, and they were occasionally heard in each other's pulpits.
During the first four years of Mr. Hopkins' ministry in Newport, he
laboured with great zeal, comfort, and usefulness. But the war of the
Revolution now came, and at first seriously interfered with his labours, and
finally obliged him to suspend them altogether, and flee for his safety. I n
December, 1776, the British troops, numbering eight or ten thousand, took
possession of the town; when Mr. Hopkins, who had remained at his post
until this time, found it necessary to betake himself to an inland retreat;
having sent his family to Great Barrington two years before. The British
troops spared neither parsonage nor meeting house ; the former was destroyed, and the latter used as a barrack and hospital, and left in little better
than a ruinous state. Meanwhile, Mr. Hopkins was diligently exercising
his ministry, as he found. opportunity, in Massachusetts and Connecticut.
The summer of 1777 he spent at Newburyport, preaching to the Federal
Street congregation, then lately rendered vacant by the death of the Rev.
Jonathan Parsons. The succeeding winter he was employed in preaching
to a congregation in Canterbury, Conn. During the spring of 1778, he
supplied the pulpit of his deceased friend and classmate, the Rev. Dr. Noah
Welles, at Stamford, Conn. And from the autumn of 1778 to the spring of
1780, he preached in North Stamford, whioh was then a missionary field.
In the spring of 1780, he returned to his desolate parish, after an absence of
more than three years. He now conducted public worship, at first in a private
dwellmg, and afterwards in the Sabbatarian meeting-house; but in 1782 he
made an appeal to his Christian friends in various places for aid in repairing
Jus own church edifice, as well as sustaining in it the ordinances of the
Gospel. Notwithstanding a somewhat liberal response was made, he had no
regular salary ; and, for a year after his return, his society, which was a
mere handful, and greatly impoverished, was unable to do any thing for his
support. At the end of the first year, he received an invitation to settle
orerthe church at Middleborough, Mass., with the offer of a competent
«aUry; hut he preferred to remain with his people, and share with them
web sacrifices in the maintenance of Christian institutions.
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In 1790, the degree of Doctor of Divinity was conferred upon him by
Brown University.
Mrs. Hopkins died August 31, 1793, in her sixty-eighth year. She had,
for about twenty years, been suffering from scrofula, which finally terminated
in her death. In May previous to her decease, her husband accompanied
her to Great Barrington, in the hope that she might experience some benefit
from a change of air; but, as it proved, he only carried her there to die
among her early friends. She was the mother of eight children,—five sons
and three daughters, all born in Great Barrington. The eldest son, David,
was a man of large property and infiuence in Maryland, where he died.
The second son, Moses, was a highly respected magistrate in Great Barrington. The third son, Levi, was a member of Princeton College two years,
when ill health compelled him to leave, and he subsequently lived and died
in Virginia.
On the 14th of September, 1794, Dr. Hopkins was married to Elizabeth
West, originally of Boston, but who had been, for many years, a resident
of Newport, an active member of his church, and the Principal of a celebrated boarding school for females. She was a lady of remarkable endowments,
was a thoroughly read theologian, and not only understood well her husband's
system, but was scarcely less capable than himself of defending it. She
died in Taunton, Mass,, April 9, 1814, at the age of seventy-five.
On the 10th of January, 1799, when Dr. Hopkins was in his seventyeighth year, he was struck with a paralysis of the right side, which also very
considerably affected his speech, thougb it left his mental faculties untouched.
He, however, so far recovered from the effect of this as to be able to resume
his labours, and he continued to preach, with occasional intermissions, till
near the close of life. In his extreme old age, he made out a list of all the
members of his congregation, and offered, day by day, a separate prayer for
each. Just as he had reached the end of this series of special prayers, Mr.
(afterwards Rev. Dr.) Caleb J . Tenney came to assist him iu his labours;
and, almost immediately, there commenced a revival of religion, the result
of which was that upwards of thirty were added to the church. His last
sermon was preached during this revival. It was on the 16tli of October,
1803 ; and, on his return to his dwelling, he said to his granddaughter—
"Now I have done; I can preach no more." He was soon after seized
with a fit of apoplexy, and subsequently with a disorder of another kind,
which greatly reduced him. He lived nine weeks from this time, but had
no appetite for his food, and scarcely took any solid nutriment. For a few
days previous to his death, his bodily suffering was extreme, but his reason
was unimpaired, and his confidence in his Redeemer unfaltering to the last.
He died on the 20th of December, 1803, in the sixty-second year of his
ministry, and tbe eighty-third year of his age. His funeral sermon was
preached by the Rev. Dr. Hart of Preston, from 2 Kings i i , 12., and was
published.
About the year 1770, Dr. Hopkins commenced a series of efforts in opposition to the Slave trade and Slavery, and with a view to the Christianization
of Africa, In this field he laboured with untiring devotion, till the infirmities of age rendered him incapable of further effort. During this time he
carried on an active correspondence with many distinguished philanthropists
both at home and abroad ; he carefully watched all the movements of the
public mind on the subject, endeavouring to turn every circumstance to the
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best account; and showed that there was no sacrifice that he was not willing
to make, if he might thereby help on the cause that was most dear to his
heart,—that of emancipating, elevating, evangelizing enslaved and degraded
Africa,
The following is a list of Dr, Hopkins' publications:—Three Sermons
entitled " Sin, through Divine interposition, an advantage to the Universe,
and vet this no excuse for sin or encouragement to it, 1759. An Inquiry
concernhig the promises of the Gospel, whether any of them are made to
the exercises and doings of persons in an unregenerate state, containing
Remarks on two Sermons by Dr. Mayhew, 1765. A Sermon on the Divinity of Christ, preached in Boston, 1768. Two Sermons on Romans v i l . 7
and John I. 13, 1768. The true state and character of the unregenerate,
being an answer to Mr. Mills, 1769. Animadversions on Mr. Hart's Dialogue, 1770. An Inquiry into the nature of true holiness, with an answer
to Doctors Hemmenway and Mather, 1773. A Dialogue showing it to be
the duty and interest of the American States to emancipate all their African
slaves, 1776, An Inquiry concerning the future state of those who die in
their sins, 1783, A system of Doctrines contained in Divine Revelation,
to which is added a Treatise on the Millenium. Two vols., 8vo., 1793.
The Life of Susannah Anthony, 1796. The Life of Mrs. Osborn, 1798.
A volume of Sermons.
He left behind him Sketches of his life written by himself, a Dialogue on
the nature and extent of true Christian submission, and an Address to professing Christians, all of which were published by Dr. West of Stockbridge
in 1806.
In 1853, nearly all Dr. Hopkins' works were published by the New England Doctrinal Tract Society, in connection with a memoir of his life by
Professor Park, in three volumes, octavo.
FROM THE REY B, H, PITMAN.
Dear Sir: Your request for my recollections of the Rev. Dr, Hopkins carries
me back to the early part of my life, I was a native of Newport, the town in
which he resided, though he was not my pastor,—my family having belonged to
the Second Congregational church, whereas he was the minister of the First. I
Jsed, however, very frequently to see him, and the oftener as the school which I
attended for some time, was near his residence. I saw him, too, many times,
riding on horseback, which I believe was an exercise of which he was fond. I
»lso occasionally heard him preach, as we were accustomed to attend his church,
'fhenever our own was closed. I attended his funeral also, and remember distinctly the sermon on the occasion by the Rev, Dr, Hart,
As to his personal appearance, my recollection is, that he was rather above the
oiddlehcirrht, somewhat inclining to a plethoric habit, with a thoughtful and
•ntelli'iiin expression of countenance. He wore a black cap, and seemed to me
^".V aged and infirm. I remember to have thought his preaching exceedingly
ofy and abstract, and such I believe was the estimate formed of it by those
jrhoso a;ii' and acquirements rendered them more competent judges than I was
understaml that some of his sermons were written out, Imt he usually preach
Wfrom short notes. The effect of his prcachin.a; was that nearly all the young
I*"ple of the town went to other churches. I distinctly recollect that there was
'iirger proportion of aged people in his congregation than I remember ever to
*^e seen in any other; and there was a corresponding gravity and solemnity in
" • appearance. There were also a large number of coloured people, owing, no
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doubt, to the extraordinary efforts that he put forth in behalf of the African
race.
If you will allow me to go beyond my personal knowledge, and state to you
the general impressions which I had of him in my early days, as they have
been confirmed and enlarged by my intercourse in subsequent years with those
who knew him, I may add a few things tending to illustrate his character. He
was acknowledged, on all hands, to be an eminently charitable man. His heart
was full of generous sympathy for the children of want and suffering of every
class. His efforts in reference to the slaves, to which I have already alluded,
secured to him a place among the very first in that field of philanthropy. His
time, his influence, his money, were all given to the object with an almost enthusiastic generosity. He exercised also a most thoughtful and vigilant concern for
the poor. There were several respectable indigent females then residing in Newport, whose concerns he looked after with the attention of a brother or a father;
and he not only contributed to their support from his own means, but gathered
funds for their aid by personal application to his friends in different parts of the
country,
Dr, Hopkins had not only the appearance, but the reputation, of being an
eminently humble and devout man. In his intercourse with those from whose
religious opinions he felt obliged to dissent, he carried himself with the utmost
mildness and Christian courtesy, and always seemed ready to do justice to the
arguments of an opponent. There was every thing in his appearance to indicate
the opposite of self-sufficiency and self-complacency. Notwithstanding he witnessed no very great fruits from his ministry, which was an occasion of unceasing lamentation with him, he seems to have been a diligent labourer in the cause
of his Master, He had a conference at his house every Thursday evening, the
exercises of which were prayer, singing, asking and answering questions on
religious subjects, and in these services he found great delight, as not only calling
into exercise his devout feelings, but as giving scope to his earnest and inquisitive
mind.
It is not improbable that the comparative want of success attending Dr, Hopkins' ministry was to be attributed to the fact that his preaching was a good deal
confined to his own peculiarities, and withal was too highly charged with
metaphysical discussion to be readily appreciated by the common mind. The
doctrines in which I suppose he may be said rather to have taken the lead, are
that God is the efiicient cause of moral evil, aud that a Christian should be willing, if it would be for the glory of God and the good of the Universe, to suffer
eternal destruction. He discarded the old Calvinistic doctrine of the imputation
of the sin of Adam, and the righteousness of Christ, choosing rather to
adopt the language that men are constituted sinners on account of the flrst transgression, and are justified on account of Christ's righteousness. He insisted also,
very earnestly, on the idea that the unregenerate can do nothing to procure the
influences of the Holy Spirit,
Dr, Hopkins was zealous for the promotion of orthodoxy according to his
standard; and his influence over the clergy of his day was very extensive.
Every body acknowledged that he possessed uncommon powers of mind, and
that he excelled particularly in abstract reasoning, while his moral and Christian
character was regarded as not only above reproach, but as eminently pure and
consistent. There was a minister's meeting of which he seems to have been the
centre, held in different places, consisting of various eminent men whose religious
sympathies were generally with his own,—in which there was evidently a vigorous co-operation in aid of his peculiar religious views, as well as of the interests
of religious t r u t h in general. Among the rninisters with whom he was most
intimate, were Dr. Bellamy, Dr. H a r t of Preston, Dr. Emmons of Franklin, Dr.
Spring of Newburyport, Mr. Judson of Taunton, afterwards of Sheffield, Dr.
Patten of Newnort -t"^ W i t h Dr_ H a r t fand doiibtlps.« with Rsvpral of the
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others also) he had a long, affectionate, and deeply interesting correspondence, a
considerable part of which has been preserved. He had many foreign correspondents also, among whom were Dr, Erskine, Andrew Fuller, Zachary Macauley,
and many others of like celebrity,
I am very truly and fraternally yours,
B E N J A M I N H. P I T M A N .
PROVIDENCE, Saratoga co., N, Y,, August 18th, 1851.
FROM THE REV JOSHUA BRADLEY.
ST, PAULS, MINNESOTA, 15 J u l y , 1853.

Rev. and Dear Sir: I was settled as pastor of the Baptist Church in Newpor".
about the beginning of this century, Dr, Hopkins was then far advanced in life,
and his physical powers were very much upon the wane, I immediately becam,-'
acquainted with him; and, as my views of religious doctrine were generally in
harmony with his, a somewhat intimate friendship was soon formed between us.
At that time, I commenced reading his system with close attention, marking
those passages concerning which I had any doubt, that I might avail myself of
his explanations. Sometimes he would explain, and sometimes he would think
that no explanation was necessary, and would tell me that if I thought him
wrong, I might take my pen and prove him so.
He was so infirm, during at least a part of the time after I knew him, that he
was unable to walk to the house of God without help. He was rather tall and
somewhat corpulent, as well as infirm; and I well remember that a coloured man
used to put his sb'oulder under the Doctor's arm, and thus walk with him to his
pulpit, and then home again after the service, I think I never heard him preach
but once, and then his voice aud manner, owing I suppose to his bodily infirmities,
were extremely feeble; but I think that, in his best state, he had not much
animation in the pulpit. I visited him very often, and always found him in his
study, and always received from him a cordial welcome. He was pleasant and
instructive in conversation, and seemed to be living under an habitual sense of
the Divine presence. He was evidently deeply affected that so little apparent
success had attended his ministry, and I think he had great fears as to what
would be the condition of his society after his removal from them. He requested
nie always to preach for him, whenever I had any one with me who would
supply my own pulpit; and I was glad to render him whatever aid was in my
power,
I called upon bini not very long before his death, and he told me that he was
composing his farewell sermon to his people, from Psalm LXXVI, 10, -jl was
frequently at his bed-side during his last illness, and had an opportunity of
watching the devout exercises of his spirit in the prospect of his final departure.
I Was sitting by his bedside j u s t before he expired, when a lady of his congregation came in, and took his hand, and bade him farewell. At that moment he
uttered a groan; and I immediately said to h i m — " Doctor, why do you groan—
you know you have taught us that we must be wdling even to be eternally
lost.-" " Oh," said he, " it is only my body, all is right in my s o u l . " The
^a'jbath after his death, I preached a sermon in which I endeavoured to set forth
^lis worth, and to testify my affectionate respect for his memory.
Truly yours,
JOSHUA BRADLEY
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NATHAN BIRDSEYE.
1742—1818.
FROM THE REY

JOSEPH P THOMPSON,
NEW-YOKK, May

15,

1850

Dear Sir : I t gives me pleasure to comply M ith your request for a brief
sketch of the life and character of my paternal ancestor, the Rev. N A T H A N
BiRDSETE. The materials at hand for this purpose, however, are so scanty
that I fear I shall disappoint your expectations. So far as personal knowledge is concerned, I might as well attempt a sketch of the life of any one
not in the line of my ancestors, as one from whom I am descended in the
fourth generation, and who died the year before I was born. I find, too,
that the family records have been kept so imperfectly as to afford me but
little aid, and there is no son or daughter of my venerable grandsire living
that I am aware, to whom I can apply for personal recollections of his life
and character. Yet, accustomed as I have been, from childhood, to hear his
name spoken with reverence, and the leading facts in his history detailed, I
am perhaps sufficiently familiar with them to group them together in such
a sketch as you desire. Through the kindness of friends, I shall also be
enabled to add a few anecdotes and incidents of his life, which may serve to
enliven an otherwise barren detail of dates and other statistics. I find,
however, that among my kindred who reside in the neighbourhood where he
spent the last sixty years of his life, Mr. Birdseye lives traditionally rather
than historically ; for, by his great longevity, he outlived most of those who,
after his decease, would naturally have chronicled the events of his prime.
He seems to have been left, unaided by written records, to transmit his
memory through successive generations.
The first known ancestor of the Birdseye family in this country was John,
whose first residence was in Milford, whence, after a few years, he removed
to Stratford, He was a deacon of the church in the latter place, and died
in 1640, He had one only son, also named John, who died in 1690, leaving a son Joseph, who married Sarah, daughter of Ambrose Thompson.
Nathan, tbe subject of this sketch, was the fruit of this marriage, and was
bo August 19, 1714. He was, therefore, only of the third generation
from the first settlers of Connecticut; and, by the traditions which he had
received from his fathers, and the observations which he made during his
long life, he formed an important link between the present and the past two
centuries.
Joseph Thompson, my grandfather, was married to a granddaughter of
the Rev. Nathan Birdseye, and thus the two families were again united.
Of the childhood and youth of Mr. Birdseye nothing has been preserved,
worthy of being here recorded. He received a liberal education, and was
graduated at Yale College in 1736. His class was composed of nineteen members, of whom nine entered the ministry of the Gospel. In October, 1742, "
he was ordained pastor of the church in West Haven, Conn,, in which relation he continued till June, 1758. During his ministry of sixteen years, ~
he was greatly beloved by the people of his charge, and generally esteemedby neighbouring ministers and churches. His mental abilities were good,:
his judgment was sound, and his memory remarkably retentive. His mind
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was well disciplined by reading and refiection. Some of his sermons in my
possession appear to be quite creditable compositions, so far as their merits
can be discerned through a faded and vicious chirography, embarrassed with
frequent abbreviations. As a pastor, he was much respected for his discretion and integrity. He was a man of sincere and fervent piety, and was
peculiarly gifted in prayer.
The occasion of his resigning his charge at the early age of forty-four,
was a change in his domestic affairs, which rendered it expedient for him to
remove to his patrimonial estate. An only brother had been taken away by
death, thus leaving the homestead vacant; and, as the increase of his family
required more ample means of support than tbe then feeble parish of West
Haven was able to yield, he determined to retire to his farm in Oronoque,
the upper district of the town of Stratford, and to devote himself mainly
to agricultural pursuits. He still preached occasionally for his brethren in
the ministry, and for vacant churches. From memoranda on the sermons in
my possession, I infer that, in 1783-4, he was the stated supply of a church
at " Great Hill"—a locality with which I do not profess to be acquainted.
He habitually attended the meetings of the Association of which he was
a member, and took pleasure in entertaining his ministerial brethren at his
own house. In his extreme old age, he was accustomed to address grey
headed Divines, when thus assembled, by the familiar appellation of "boys ; "
and to direct his own boys, from sixty years old and upwards, to wait
upon his guests. He was frequently invited to sit in councils, and to take
part in ordination services. He was personally present at the ordination
cf four successive pastors of the church in Stratford; the first of which
took place when he was a mere child in 1722, the second in 1753. the
third in 1784, and the fourth in 1814. On the last occasion, the ordination of Mr. Matthew R. Button, afterwards Professor of Mathematics
and Natural Philosophy in Yale College, Mr. Birdseye, then one hundred
years old, offered the ordaining prayer, and dined with the Council.
Untd he reached the age of ninety years, Mr. Birdseye seldom failed of
attending public worship on the Lord's day, though he resided at a distance
of five miles from church; and, at that age, on returning home, he would
repeat very correctly the substance of the sermons whieh he had heard.
He usually rode to the house of God on horseback; for, though partially
blind and deaf, he retained the use of his limbs and faculties, so as to be
able to take care of himself in his accustomed routine of duties. Once
after he was an hundred years old; he rode to church as usual on the Sab
bath; and, entering the pulpit, conducted the devotional parts of the public
service : he repeated from memory passages of Scripture and psalms to be
sung—one of the latter was Watts' versification of the 7th Psalm—
" God of my childhood and my youth," &c.
After the devotional exercises, a sermon of Mr. Birdseye was read by one
of the deacons of the church, and, at the close of the meeting, the venerable
patriarcli mounted his horse, and rode five miles to his home. These facts
'ere communicated to me by the late Jabez Tomlinson, Esq., of Hunting"JQ, Conn,,—the deacon who ofiiciated on that occasion, and who himself
'ived to be almost a hundred years old, in the possession of great physical
wd mental visrour.
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The appearance of Mr. Birdseye in extreme old age, as described by those
who knew him, was venerable and pleasing. Though he was rather short
in stature, and stooped in his gait,—always leaning upon his staff,—his long
white hair fiowing about his shoulders, and his mild but animated countenance, made him at once an object of interest to all who saw him. He
retained his faculties in a remarkable degree, till the day of his death; and
though his sight and hearing were impaired, and his recollection of recent
facts was imperfect, yet his distinct remembrance of the events of former
days,—even in his earliest childhood, his inexhaustible fund of anecdote,
and his natural cheerfulness and good sense, always made his society agreeable and entertaining to the many friends and strangers who had the curiosity to visit him, and to whom he always gave his welcome and his blessing.
His conversation was highly spiritual, and abounded in lessons of practical
wisdom and piety. He was strict in the observance of his family and in the
training of his children.
In his domestic relations Mr. Birdseye was uncommonly favoured. His
wife was Dorothy, daughter of the Rev. Thomas Hawley* of Ridgefield,
Conn. He lived with the wife of his youth sixty-nine years ; she having
been removed by death only eight years before his own decease, at the age
of eighty-eight. She had twelve children,—six sons and six daughters,—a
son and a daughter alternating through the whole series. Of these, nine
survived him,—three having died before their father, at the ages of fortyseven, sixty-five, and seventy-seven. All who survived him lived to a good
old age. The last of the family was the wife of the Rev. Payson Williston
of East Hampton, Mass., who died about five years since.
*•
The termination of Mr. Birdseye's life was sudden, and could hardly be
ascribed to any disease. He had been, for some time, infirm, and confined
mostly to his chamber, when, one morning, he complained of increasing
debility, and almost immediately expired. He died on the 28th of January,
1818, aged one hundred and three years, five months, and nine days.
At the time of his decease, the whole number of his descendants was
two hundred and fifty-eight, of whom two hundred and six were then living.
He had twelve children, seventy-six grandchildren, and a hundred and
sixty-three great-grandchildred, and seven of the fourth generation ;—a
striking illustration of the rapidity with which generations increase. The
aggregate ages of his nine surviving children at the time of his death,
amounted to five hundred and eighty-two years.
I t is a singular fact that of all the branches of th's numerous family,—
now greatly extended, not one has been reduced to want. Most of them
are in prosperous, and all of them in comfortable, circumstances. Some
are substantial farmers ; others wealthy and munificent merchants or manufacturers ; several are ministers of the Gospel; some have attained to
eminence at the bar, and have held posts of honour in the State. A large
proportion of these are heirs of the grace of God that bringeth salvation.
The funeral of Mr. Birdseye was attended by a large concourse of people,
among whom were about one hundred of his posterity. A solemn and an
appropriate sermon was delivered on the occasion by the Rev. Stephen W
*THOMAS HAWLEY was a native of Northampton, Mass.; was graduated at Harvard College
in 1709; was settled as pastor of the church in Ridgefield, Conn, in 1713; was chosen Town
Clerk or Register in 1714, and held the office till his death, which occurred on the 8th of Novem
ber, 1788, He was highly respected both as a minister and as a magistrate.
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Stebbins,*—late pastor of the church in West Haven,—from the words,
"And all the days of Methuselah were nine hundred and sixty-nine years,
and he died."
The homestead of the patriarch is still in the possession and occupancy
of one of his lineal descendaiUts. But the old house is no more. Well do
I remember with what strange interest, when a boy, I gazed upon the
massive timbers untouched by time, and stood within the capacious chimney
where he was wont to wheel his old arm-chair. But the hand of improvement has been there, and the venerable relic has given place to a neat
mansion of modern style. Yet that dwelling is the abode of thrift, contentment, and piety, and grateful and tender recollections are cherished there of
the departed grandsire.
With sentiments of high regard,
I am truly yours,
JOSEPH P THOMPSON.
FROM THE REY THOMAS F DAYIES.
NEW HAVEN, January 7, 1850.

My dear Sir: My personal recollections of Mr. Birdseye are not very extended,
but such as they are, they are quite at your service.
In the summer of 1816, while supplying the pulpit in Huntington, I was
fiivoured with an invitation to dine with Mr, Birdseye, who lived in the village of
Oronoque, in the neighbouring town of Stratford, His son. Captain Joseph
Birdseye, then at the age of seventy-six years, accompanied me. This gentleman
had seen service in the war of the Revolution, and spoke in an interesting manner
of the scenes of that period. On our way, we saw his brother, Mr, Ezra Birdseye, aged about seventy, and on arriving at the place of destination, the gate was
opened by another brother, Mr, Nathan Birdseye, aged seVenty-four. These
gentlemen conducted me to the presence of their venerated parent, the Rev, Nathan
Birdseye, who had then seen nearly one hundred and two years. The father,
the sons, and two daughters, who were somewhat younger than the youngest of
the sons, formed an interesting circle. The patriarch directed my attention to
the comforts by which he was surrounded, and to the meadow in which he had
assisted in gathering hay, during a period of more than eighty years. He entered
with ardour on some religious discussions in which he had formerly been engaged,
while the intelligence, the kind feelings, and the piety, exhibited, were highly
interesting and instructive.
He mentioned, in the course of our interview, that he was born in the reign of
Queen Anne;—after her decease, indeed, but the intelligence of her death not
having reached this country, all public acts were then done in her name. He
inquired whether I knew Colonel Lyon of New Haven. You may remember the
Colonel as an old gentleman, who had been for a long time cashier of New Haven
Bank, who wore very large silver buckles in his shoes, and who, while somewhat
of an antiquarian, was himself, in our time, considered as one of the antiquities
of the city. I answered in the affirmative; and Mr. B. said,—" His parents got
into a canoe and paddled over to West Haven, and I married them," He also
mentioned that the first time he heard Mr, (afterwards President) Dwight preach,
he attempted to show that virtue consisted in benevolence to being in general.
Such doctrine was considered by some in those days as New Theology, and was
not altogether acceptable to Mr, Birdseye, He mentioned with considerable
•STEPHEN WILLIAMS STEBBINS waa bom at Longmeadow, Mass., June 6,1768; was gradu•W at Yale College in 1781; was pastor of the church in Stratford about twenty-nine years;
*«»dimnissed, and in 1815 installed as pastor of the church in West Haven; and died in 1843.
He peached tho iglection Sermon in 1811, whioh was published.
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animation and pleasantry, that, on his way home, he saw a snake, and dismounted, and killed it. He also stated that he gave an account of the sermon to Dr.
Dana, as one which he heard a young man preach, and that the Dr, replied that
he was glad the man was'young, for y h e n he became more mature he would
know better, I do not remember whether Mr, Birdseye mentioned what was
subsequently told me by a gentleman who was a delegate to the council by which
Mr. (afterwards Professor) Dutton was ordained at Stratford. President Dwight
had preached the sermon, and he, and the council, and invited guests, among
whom was Mr, Birdseye, were at table, when Mr, B,, to whom all the members of
the council must have appeared as young men, related the above anecdote, Dr,
Dwight pleasantly remarked that he preached in that manner when young, but
now, when old, inculcated the same doctrine.
Mr, Birdseye appeared to take a lively interest in every thing pertaining to
human welfare. The Rev, Dr, Ely of Huntington had died a few months previous.
The news of his death came in the evening; and it was mentioned by one of the
sons, that, at family pra)'ers, the next morning, his father remembered the
bereaved church. After relinquishing his charge at West Haven, and returning
to his paternal farm in the village of Oronoque, he endeavoured, by every means
in his power, to promote the religious interests of those around him, and sometimes preached to his neighbours, when the inclemency of winter rendered attendance on religious services in Stratford difficult.
The way in which he departed this life is worthy of note. On the morning of
his death, he rose at four o'clock, and a member of the family kindled his fire.
He took his seat in his usual pl.ace, laying, as was his wont, his cane on the floor
on the right of his chair. He leaned slightly in that direction, his hand approaching the cane. I t was supposed that he slept, and, after a while, some one drew
nigh to wake him, when it was indeed found that he slept, but it was the sleep
of death!
1 remain t r u l y and affectionately yours,
THOMAS F DAYIES.

SAMUEL COOPER, D. D.*
1744—1783.
S A M U E L C O O P E R was t h e second son of the R e v . William Cooper of
Boston, and was born March 2 8 , 1725. H a v i n g gone through his preparat o r y course, with great credit to himself, in a g r a m m a r school in Boston, he
was admitted to H a r v a r d College in 1739. H e r e he maintained the highest
r a n k as a scholar, and gave proofs of a brilliant and sanctified genius, that,
in the estimation of all who knew him, marked him for a career of no
ordinary usefulness.
H i s venerable father died in 1 7 4 3 , — t h e same year in which he was graduated. A s it was known that the son, in accordance not only with his
father's wishes, b u t his own inclinations artd convictions of d u t y , had determined to devote himself to the ministry, the church in B r a t t l e Sqi:are, of
which his father had been pastor, immediately fixed their eye upon him as
his successor; and their wishes were fully seconded by those of their venerable surviving pastor, the R e v . D r . Colman. I t has been thought that D r .
• Clarke's Fun, Serm,—American Herald, Jan. 19, 1784.—Thacher's Cent. Serm.—Palfrey's
Hist, of Brattle Street Church.—Lothrop's do.
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Colman's wish on this subject was intimated in a sermon which he preached
soon .after the death of his first colleague, in which he said, "God forbid that
I should cease to pray for you that another Cooper (I mean one like the
deceased) bo set over you in the Lord ;—a man of learning, parts, and powerc, such as this place so much wants and calls for." He was elected colleague pastor, December 31, 1744; but, on account of his youth and inexperience, he requested, as his father had done before him, that he might be
excused from entering at once on all the duties pertaining to his office; and,
accordingly, he preached but once in two weeks, until his ordination, which
took place Jlay 21, 1746, A few weeks before he was ordained, it is stated
tbat " he gave in a sermon a confession of his faith to the general satisfaction
cf the audience," Dr. Colman preached the ordination sermon from Isaiah
VI. 8.
During the period that intervened between his call and ordination, a
malignant fever prevailed extensively in the congregation to which he had
been called, and, for a considerable time, his labours were constantly required at the beds of the sick and dying. While this brought him acquainted
with his fiock, under the most interesting circumstances, and gave him early
a place in their hearts as " a son of consolation," it was an admirable training for that part of pastoral duty; and he was ever afterwards greatly
distinguished for the tenderness, judiciousness, and fidelity with which he
discharged it.
Xotwithstanding the whole charge of the congregation was soon devolved
upon Mr. Cooper, b y t h e death of his revered colleague, he showed himself
fully adequate to meet the numerous claims that were made upon him ; and
uhile he was yet a mere stripling in years, he was regarded by the whole
community as one of the burning and shining lights of his day. He attracted the attention of many of the first men, not only in this country, but
abroad. The University of Edinburgh presented him with a diploma of Doctor of Divinity in 1767.
Dr, Cooper, if we may judge either from the testimony that has been
transmitted tO us by his generation, or from the few sermons of his that
were published during his life, was well nigh unrivalled in the pulpit during
the period in which he lived. With a fine commanding person, and a voice
of great sweetness and power, he united a remarkable fiuency of utterance,
1- well as grace and force of expression, and appropriateness and energy of
thought, which never failed to arrest and hold the attention of his audience.
What his religious views were may be inferred from the following extract of
a sermon which he preached at the ordination of the Rev. Joseph Jackson *
in Brookline :—" The knowledge we are to dispense to others is chiefly to be
drawn from the Holy Scriptures; and, by conversing with them, we become
acquainted with the peculiar doctrines of Christianity : such as the apostacy
of human nature ; the guilt and condemnation into which all men have
Wlen ; the person and offices of the Redeemer ; our pardon and justification
throur;]! his obedience and sacrifice ; the conditions of the covenant of grace;
tiie nature and extent of that holiness without which no man shall see the
Lord; aud the necessity of the iufiuences of tbe Holy Spirit to form us to
it,"
•JosKPH JATKSON was born in Boston; was graduated at Harvard College in 175,3; was a
Tutor there from 1758 to 1760; was ordained at Brookline, Mass,, April, 9, 1760; and died in
liM.
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There is reason to believe, that he adopted less of tho technology of the
school to which he belonged, than most other preachers of his day. The
sermons which he has left, are distinguished for fine, bold conceptions, no less
than for graceful and polished diction. His Discourse on the Commencement of the new Constitution of Massachusetts, in 1780,—which is perhaps
the most finished of all his productions, is equally creditable to his talents
and his patriotism ; and it is impossible to read it, as indeed it is to read any
of his printed productions, without perceiving that the author, in respect to
style at least, was not a little in advance of his time.
Dr. Cooper could not be regarded as a man of very profound erudition,
and yet he always kept up a familiar acquaintance with the classics, both
ancient and modern. In 1774, he was chosen President of Harvard College ; but he preferred the duties of the ministry, and declined the appointment without hesitation. He was, however, always zealously devoted to
the interests of the College, and in 1767 was elected a member of the Corporation, in which office he continued during the rest of his life. He was
particularly active, after the destruction of the College library by fire in
1764, in procuring subscriptions to repair the loss.
During a large part of Dr. Cooper's active life, the country was in a state
of great political excitement; and he lived only long enough to pass through
the stormy period of the Revolution. Few men of the day took a more
active part than he in those exciting scenes. Fully convinced that our
cause was the cause of righteousness, he enlisted in it all his wisdom, and
energy, and perseverance. As early as 1754, he wrote an able and spirited
pamphlet, entitled " The C7-isis," against the project of an excise, which
was favoured by many of his friends,—the whigs, and which, after having
received the sanction of the Representatives, had to encounter, for a time,
an unexpected opposition from the Governor. From the time of the Stamp
Act to the Revolutionary war,—and indeed during the war, he contributed
many most effective articles to tbe Boston Gazette, and the Independent
Ledger. He was intimately associated with many of the leading whigs of
the country; and probably there was scarcely a man in the State, whose
counsels were more earnestly sought, or more respectfully and attentively
considered. The celebrated letters of Hutchinson, which kindled such a
flame against the British ministry and their government, were transmitted
to him, that he might read them himself, and communicate them to certain
friends, though with a strict injunction that they should not be made public.
They were, however, published,—not through the fault, but greatly to the
annoyance and mortification of Dr. Cooper, by an individual to whom he
had confided them.
In proportion to the respect that was rendered him by the friends of
liberty, was the odium that was heaped upon him by its enemies. In the
spring of 1775, he, with some other distinguished patriots, was lampooned
by the British officers in an oration pronounced in State street. He met
frequent insults after this ; and it was fortunate that he left the town before
the Lexington battle, as he had rendered himself particularly obnoxious to
the then existing authorities. From April 1775 to March 1776, his church
was used as a barrack for the British soldiery, and it was recovered from
this desecration only by their evacuation of the town. Meanwhile, he
resided in one of the neighbouring towns, losing no opportunity to do good,
either as a minister of Christ, or as a friend to his country. His intimacy
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with Dr. Franklin and John Adams was one means of his becoming extensively known in France; and nearly every distinguished individual who
came from that country to this, came recommended to him by one or the
other of the American Ambassadors. Indeed his attachment to the French
government was considered by many even of his political friends as excessive,
while his religious friends regarded it with still stronger disapprobation.
No man rejoiced more heartily than he. in the successful issue of the struggle;
and few lent a more efficient aid to secure the glorious result.
It may be supposed that the extensive connection which Dr. Cooper
maintained, in those troublous times, with the affairs of the State, must
have been at the expense of neglecting, in some degree, the appropriate
duties of his office, as a Christian minister; but there is the testimony of
some of his parishioners, who have died within a recent period, that the
minister always had the precedence of the politician, and that, while he was
mingling freely in public and national concerns, he was also instant in
season and out of season among his people. Though he had the polished
manners of the Court, ajud had the ear of the ablest politicians of the country,
he forgot not his superior dignity as a minister of the-Gospel, and disdained
not the humblest service which a minister is ever called to perform.
Dr. Cooper was connected with various literary and religious institutions,
and was always found among the more active and influential members. He
took a special interest in the Society for promoting the Gospel among the
aborigines of our country. He was first Vice President of the American
Academy of Arts and Sciences, instituted by the General Court of Massachusetts, in 1780. In every thing that promised to bless his country or
his race, he was ready to enlist with others in a cordial co-operation.'
His death occurred December 23, 1783. Like that of his father, it was
occasioned by apoplexy, which continued for only a few days. I n an obituary notice of him written by Governor Sullivan, and published in one of
the Boston papers of that day, it is said,—
" The nature of his illness which, from the flrst, he apprehended would be his last,
was such as rendered him, some part of the time, incapable of conversation. He had,
however, intervals of recollection: at these times, he informed his friends that he was
perfectly reconciled to whatever Heaven should appoint, —willing rather to be absent
from the body and present with the Lord; that his hopes and consolations sprang
from a belief of those evangelical truths which he had preached to others; that he
wished not to be detained any longer from that higher state of perfection and happiness, which the Gospel had opened to his view."

Tbe sermon at his funeral was preached by the Rev. Dr. John Clarke.
The following is an extract from i t : —
" Justly should I incur the censure of his friends, and greatly should I injure the
memory of Dr, Cooper, should I not say he was a peculiar ornament to this religious
society. His talents as a minister were conspicuous to all; and they have met with
universal applause. You know with what plainness, and at the same time with what
elegance, he displayed the grace of the Gospel. You know with what brilliancy ofstyle he adorned the moral virtues, and how powerfully he recommended them to universal practice. When the joys of a better world employed his discourse, can you
ever forget the elevated strains In which he described them? And his prayers,—
surely they must be remembered, when his qualifications for the other duties of his
office, and his many shining accomplishments, are forgotten. If those who constantly
attended upon his ministry are not warmed with the love of virtue,—if they are not
charmed with the beauty of holiness,—if they are not transported with the grace of
the^Gospel, must they not blame their own insensibility ?
But the place in which I now stand was not the only theatre on which he appeared with such applause: in private also he displayed his talents for the ofHce he sustained. With peculiar facility could he enter into the feelings of others, and adjust
nig conversation to the particular state of their minds. He could raise the bowed
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down, and encourage the feeble hearted. In the house of mourning he could light up
joy. He could inspire those who were approaching the shades of death with Christian fortitude. And by expatiating on the mercy of God and the merits of a Saviour,
he could revive those who were ready to despair. Thus various and accomplished
his character, how justlj' are j'ou affected on this occasion ?
"However, the people of his charge are not the only persons who mourn this event.
The death of their honourable pastor is a general calamity. It is severely felt by all
our societies; and by that, in a particular manner,* which has been So long united
with this church in a stated Lecture. It is felt by this town,- which gloried in him no
less as a citizen than a minister of the Gospel. It is felt by the University to whose
honour and interests he was passionately devoted. The Governors of that learned
Society will testify how ardently he laboured to raise it to superior eminence; and
how be encouraged those sciences, the sweets he had so early and so liberally tasted.
His death will be lamented by this Commonwealth ; and most sincerely by some of the
first characters in it. For with them he was intimately connected, and they distinguished him by every public token of respect.
" I n one word, his death will be a common loss to these American States; for, as a
patriot, he was no less celebrated than as a Divine. - Well acquainted with the interests of the country, he constantly and ardently pursued them. But while, as a statesman, he discerned what would tend to our glory and happiness, as a minister of
religion, he prayed it might not be hid from our eyes. And you can tell with what
fervour he offered up his supplications.
" I might now descend to the more ornamental parts of his character. I might display him as the familiar friend and the entertaining companion. I might remind you
of his correct and elegant taste, and that most engaging politeness which rendered
him so agreeable in every private circle. But why should I aggravate a wound which
already bleeds too much 1 Why .should I call up the pleasing image of a person
whom you shall see no more ? Let me rather suggest those consolations which will
enable you to bear your loss with Christian fortitude, and to sorrow not as those who
are without hope."
D r , Cooper published an Artillery Election Sermon, 1 7 5 1 ; a Sermon
before the Society for encouraging I n d u s t r y , 1753 ; a Sermon at the General Election, 1756 ; a Sermon on the reduction of Quebec, 1759 ; a Sermon at the ordination of the R e v . J o s e p h J a c k s o n , 1760 ; a Sermon on the
death of George I I , 1 7 6 1 ; a Sermon at the Dudleian L e c t u r e in Harvard
College, 1775 ; a Sermon on the commencement of the new Constitution of
Massachusetts, 1780.
D r . Cooper was married to J u d i t h Bulfinch, sister of D r . Thomas Bulfinch of Boston, b y whom he had two d a u g h t e r s , — J u d i t h and A b i g a i l ; both
of whom were married.
* The First church.
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JAMES COGSWELL, D. D.*
1744—1807
JAMES COGSWELL, son of Samuel and Ann Cogswell, was born in
Saybrook, Conn., January 6, 1720. In his childhood, his parents removed
to Lebanon, where they remained till old age, when he took them to his
house, and cheered their last days by the most exemplary filial attentions, lie early evinced an uncommon love of learning, as well as regard
for religion ; and hence it was determined that he should have the benefit of
a collegiate education. Having gone through the usual preparatory course,
he was admitted a student in Yale College in 1738, and was graduated in
1742. Not long after this, he was licensed to preach the Gospel, and on
the 2Sth of December, 1744, was ordained pastor of the First church in
Canterbury, Conn.
In 1771, owing chiefly to divisions in the Society occasioned by tbe influence of the Separatists, Mr. Cogswell was dismissed from his pastoral
charge. After preaching for some time at East Haddam, he received a call
from the church and Society in Scotland, (Windham,) and having accepted
it, was installed early in the year 1772.
When 3Ir. Cogswell entered the ministry, the great Whitefieldian excitement in New England had not passed away ; and for many years after, the
ministers and churches were not only divided, but strongly arrayed against
each other, in their estimate of Whitefield's character and the results of his
labours. What Mr, Cogswell's judgment of him was, may perhaps be
inferred from the following extract from his diary for the year 1764:—
"Feb, 13th,—A snow storm: Mr. Whitefield called at Col. Dyer's in the
storm, and lodged there. I went down in the evening at the request of a
number of people, and had considerable discourse with him. He professed
much unconcernedness at the thought of death. He appeared a great enemy
to Sandeman. He was gross in body, but poor in health, and declined
preaching. I wish I may be so weaned from the world and ready to die as
he professes to be. I can't think, however, there is the greatest propriety
of being fond of speaking in such a manner to strangers. 14th.—Mr.
Whitefield came along : people seemed very fond of gazing on him. He
rode in his chariot with a gentleman—had a waiter to attend on him, and
Sampson Occum, the Indian preacher, who rode on one of the horses, there
being three to the chariot. Mr. Breck (of Springfield) and Mr. Whitney
(of Brookline) came and dined here. Mr. Breck said he did not know but
I was right in asking Mr. Whitefield to preach—however, believed he should
not have done it."

Mr. Cogswell, though not directly engaged in the Revolutionary struggle,
took a deep interest in it, and never hesitated to avow his conviction that
our cause was a righteous one. In Novemlicr, 1775, he visited the camp at
Roxbury, where his son was stationed as a .surgeon in the army, and he was
greatly impressed by the fearful preparations which be saw, making for the
shedding of human blood. On the return of peace, he preached a sermon
* Strong's Fun. Serm.—Dr. Cogswell's MS. Diary.
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at Windham, (First parish,) on occasion of the celebration of this important
event,—which was received with high approbation.
In 1790, he was honoured with the degree of Doctor of Divinity from
Yale College.
The infirmities of age began to be perceptible in Dr. Cogswell as early
as 1795 ; though, for several years after this, he continued actively engaged
in the duties of the ministry. But, in 1804, having become entirely incapacitated for labour, he removed to Hartford, to spend the evening of his life
with his son. Dr. Mason Fitch Cogswell, an eminent physician of that
place. Here he continued, the subject of the most devoted filial ministrations, while he was undergoing a gradual process of physical and mental
decay. A circumstance occurred a short time before his death, remarkable
alike as an intellectual phenomenon, and as an illustration of the power of
Christian faith. His faculties seemed to have sunk in a common wreck;
and his memory was so entirely gone that he had ceased to recognise even
his own nearest friends. His son, standing at his bedside, asked him if
he knew him; and he answered that he did not. He told him that he was
his son, and asked him if he did not remember him, and again his answer
was in the negative. He then asked him if he had ever heard of the Lord
Jesus Christ; and instantly his countenance brightened up, and he exclaimed with an air of confidence and rapture—" Oh yes. He is my Saviour!"
He died on the 2d of January, 1807, when he was within four days of having completed his eighty-seventh year. His funeral sermon was preached by
the Rev. Dr. Nathan Strong, and was published.
He was married, soon after his first settlement, to Alice, daughter of
Jabez Fitch of Canterbury. She died in the spring of 1772 ; and the next
year he was married to Mrs. Devotion, the widow of his predecessor, and
the daughter of Col. Lothrop of Norwich. The second Mrs. Cogswell was
struck with paralysis on the 5th of December, 1795, and died the next day.
He was subsequently married a third time to Mrs. Hibbard of Scotland.
He had five children—all by the first marriage. His son, James, studied
medicine, was a surgeon in the Revolution, and afterwards settled as a practitioner in the city of New York, where he was distinguished alike for his
medical tkill, and his earnest piety. He was a correspondent of the poet
Cowper. He died in New York, in the prime of life, greatly lamented.
Sa/nucl was graduated at Yale College in 1777, and died in 1790. Mason
Fitch was graduated at Yale College in 1780, settled as a physician in
Hartford, where he stood for many years at the head of his profession, and
was distinguished for his rare intellectual and moral qualities. He died in
1830.
Dr. Cogswell published an Election Sermon, 1 7 7 1 ; a Sermon on the death
of the Rev. Solomon Williams, D. D., 1776; a Sermon at the interment of
the Rev. Samuel Moseley,* 1791.
* SAirtTEL MOSELEY was a native of Dorchester, Mass.; was graduated at Harvard College
in 1729; was ordained pastor of the church in Hampton, Conn., May 16, 1734; and died July
26, 1791, aged eighty-three.
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FROM THE REY DANIEL WALDO.*
GEDDES, November 6, 1851.

Dear Sir: I can speak concerning Dr. Cogswell from a long and intimate
acquaintance. He was not the first minister whom I remember in my native
place—^the flrst was the Rev. Mr. Devotion, concerning whom my memory has
retained only some indistinct traces of his general appearance and manners, from
which I should suppose he might have been somewhat aristocratic, Mr. Cogswell
came there from Canterbury, while I was yet in my boyhood; and I knew him
intimately during the rest of his ministry. I well remember being present at his
installation. My father belonged to the sect of Separatists, who, at that period,
made a good deal of noise in that part of Connecticut; but, notwithstanding that,
he was always on familiar terms witfh Mr, Cogswell, and esteemed him highly as
a neighbour and a minister.
Dr, Cogswell was particularly favoured, both in and out of the pulpit, in
regard to personal appearance. He was a little above the middle height, rather
spare than otherwise, with regular features, and an expression of countenance
indicating a good intellect and a generous heart. In his manners he was at once
dignified and courteous,—free from every thing that could give offence in the best
society,—a fine model of an old school gentleman. In his social intercourse he
was free and communicative, while yet you felt all the time that he was exceedingly modest. He abounded in anecdotes, but they were always illustrative and
edifying, sometimes very humorous, but .never approaching the undignified. He
had the reputation (and I doubt not deservedly) of being a fine scholar. Indeed
you could not have conversed with him, without perceiving at once, that he was
a polished, well-informed, and amiable man.
His religious character was most exemplary. The cultivation of personal
piety was evidently with him the paramount concern. There were incidents in
his life, particularly towards its close, that showed that his religious affections
did not become chilled even in the winter of old age, and that his Redeemer lingered last and longest in his grateful recollections.
As a preacher, I cannot say that he was eminent; and yet he was'highly
respectable,—as was indicated by the fact that he was appointed by the Governor
to preach the Annual Election Sermon. Several of his sermons were published,
from which you may see that he must have been among the better preachers of
his day. In his religious opinions he was a Calvinist of the same school with the
venerable Dr. Lathrop of West Springfield, His mode of delivery in the pulpit
was somewhat colloquial, and usually not very animated, though he sometimes
became considerably excited under the infiuence of particular circumstances.
His sermons were generally written out, though he was capable of extemporizing with considerable ease and effect. He was acpustomed to view things very
much in detail, and sometimes perhaps might have been tediously minute. He
preached a sermon pretty regularly every spring to young people,—I believe it
was the same sermon without much variation,— in which he told them particularly how they ought to behave in the house of God, and took the young men to
task for bestowing too many looks upon the young ladies. This sermon, I believe,
was never heard without producing a smile. The most impressive sermon that
I remember ever to have heard from him, was on the occasion of the death of a
respectable young man, who, from some cause that no one could conjecture, committed suicide. His text was " Suppose ye that these Gallileans were sinners
above all the Gallileans, because they suffered such things ? I tell you nay; but
except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish," His admonitions against uncharitable judging on the one hand, and his exhortations to personal consideration and
••epentance on the other, were alike pertinent and solemn,
• Chaplain to Congress, in 1856, in his ninety-fourth year.
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Dr, Cogswell had some infirmities of both physical and moral constitution that
interfered with not only his comfort but his usefulness. He was, I believe
through life, subject to most distressing turns of headache, during which there
would be, in the thickest darkness, a certain luminous appearance that never
ceased to be startling to him. He was also constitutionally afraid of thunderstorms; and the approach of one,—no matter where or in what circumstances
he might be,—would completely unman him. I think, however, I have heard
that he got the better of this, to some extent, in his later years,
Dr, Cogswell was highly esteemed not only by his own people, but in the
community at large. Indeed he was formed by nature, education, habit, to be a
popular man. He was eminently prudent—knew better than most men when to
speak, and what to say, and when to keep silence. Almost all who remember
him have passed away; but all in whose memory he survives will, I am sure,
testify that the picture that I have drawn of him, however imperfect, is in no
wise exaggerated,
I am truly yours,
DANIEL WALDO,

MOSES PARSONS.*
1744—1783.
MOSES P A R S O N S was the youngest son of Eben and Lydia (Haskell)
Parsons, and was born at Gloucester, Mass., June 20, 1716. He spent
his early years at home. He entered Harvard College in 1732, and was
graduated in 1736. After his graduation, he was engaged, for a few years,
in teaching a school, first at Manchester, and afterwards at Gloucester;
during a part of which time, he was prosecuting his theological studies
under the direction of the Rev. John White, then minister of Gloucester.
As a teacher, he was eminently successful; and in Gloucester particularly he
rendered very important service to his pupils, as a spiritual guide, in a
season of unusual attention to religion.
Shortly after he was licensed to preach, he was requested to preach as a
candidate for settlement, in the parish of Byfield, then vacant by the death
of the Rev. Moses Hale.t
He responded affirmatively to their request,
and commenced his labours on the 18th of March, 1744. After supplying
the pulpit a few Sabbaths, he received a call to become their pastor; and
having signified his acceptance of the call, was ordained on the 20th of June,
1744,—the day that completed his twenty-eighth year. The Sermon on
the occasion was preached by the Rev. Mr. Wigglesworth, of Ipswich
Hamlet, from Galatians 1. 10.
Here Mr. Parsons held on the noiseless and even tenor of his way, during
a ministry of nearly forty years. Besides a diligent discharge of those
duties which were strictly professional, he evinced much public spirit in his
efforts to promote the varied interests of humanity. I n the establishment
*Tappan's Fun. Serm.—MS, from his descendants,
fMosES H A L E was born in Newbury; was graduated at Harvard College in 1699; was
ordAined pastor of the church in Newbury, (Byfield parish,) November 17, 1706; and died in
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of the Academy at Byfield under the will of Governor Dummer, he Is said
to have had a controlling voice; and it was chiefly through his infiuence
that it was established on so desirable a basis, and thalf the celebrated
"Master Moody" was placed at its head.
He was blessed with a fine constitution, and generally with vigorous
health; and his death was the result of an illness of only a few days' continuance. He had attended a funeral at a distance from home, on a very
inclement day, and took a violent cold that run into a lung fever, and after
a few days terminated his life. He died on the 14th of December, 1783 :
and his funeral Sermon was preached by the Rev. David Tappan of
Newbury.
He was married on the 11th of January, 1742-3, to Susanna, daughter
of Ebenezer Davis of Gloucester, whose mother was the great granddaughter of the celebrated John Robinson, minister of the Puritan church
that emigrated from Holland to Plymouth.
They had nine children,—six
sons and three daughters. Three of the sons were graduated at Harvard
College, two of whom became lawyers and one a physician.
One of them
was the Hon. Theophilus Parsons, many years Chief Justice of Massachusetts, and one of the most eminent American jurists. After the death
of Mr. Parsons, his widow removed to Boston, where she had resided some
time previous to her marriage, and remained there till her death, which
occurred on the 18th of December, 1794. Her remains were taken to
Byfield for burial.
Mr. Parsons published a Sermon at the ordination of Joseph "Dana at
Ipswich, 1765; the Election Sermon, 1772 ; and a Sermon at the ordination
of Obadiah Parsons.*
The following is an extract from a letter written by Mr. Parsons' grandson, Theophilus Parsons, Esq., Professor of Law in Harvard College:—
" In sentiments and doctrine I have always understood that my grandfether was what was then called, and would now be called, I suppose,
orthodox, but with strong Arminian tendencies. Hence, probably, it happened that all of his children who lived until Unitarianism existed among
us as a recognised sect, became Unitarians. They were four in number,
including my father.
" I have also understood that he made no pretence to eloquence, and
loved his home and his immediate duties without ever seeking,—and indeed
rather avoiding,—any thing which might divert him from those duties or
procure him any distinction. I should doubt if he had popular talents of
any kind. But I have reason to believe that by his grave and courteous
demeanour, his devotion to duty, and his excellent good sense, he exerted a
very important infiuence in his neighbourhood.
"As an instance how times are changed, I may say that, on a salary of
one hundred pounds lawful money, or $333.33, and a good farm attached
to the premises, he educated three sons in Harvard College, without any
assistance, (and they were all who wished to go,) and always lived liberally
and easily, and entertained a great deal of company."
•OBADIAH PARSONS was a native of Gloucester; was graduated at Harvard College in 1768; was
W'lMned at Gloucester, November 11, 1772; was dismissed November 15,1779; was installed at
pJ™> February 4, 1784; was dismissed, so far as the action of the parish was concerned,
"bniary 22, 1790; returned to Gloucester, where he engaged in teaching a school, and
""toined there till he died, at the age of fifty-five, in the year 1801.
VoL T
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Mr. Tappan, in the Sermon occasioned by Mr. Parsons' death, thus
sketches his character:—
" The God of nature had given him not only a most graceful and commanding presence, but a soul furnished with many excellent natural endowments;—the most
striking of which were a correct and solid judgment, a quick perception, a fertile
invention, a ready and easy flow of thought and expression, a remarkably steady and
resolute temper, joined and softened by a very pleasant and sprightly vein, and a large
share of the kind and tender sensibilities: these, improved and expanded by a liberal
education, polished by a large acquaintance with mankind, refined and consecrated
by Divine grace, enabled him to appear on the stage of the world in a very advantageous light, as the Gentleman, the Christian, the Divine and the Preacher,
" If we trace his private life, we see a remarkable pattern of steady and uniform
goodness. The uncommon firmness and inflexibility of his natural temper communicated its own complexion to his moral and religious character, and rendered it a most
lively comment on those lines of tbe Poet—
" A man resolved and steady to his trust,
" Inflexible to ill, and obstinately just."
Having once deliberately settled his judgment or fixed his purpose upon any question,
he maintained it with the most rigid immovable constancy, which nothing could shake,
but the force of new light and conviction illuminating his understanding. Hence he
always appeared the same good man, both at home and abroad, both in his most secret
retirement.s and in the open face of day, both iu the pulpit and the social circle. He always carried the gravity, the dignity, the prudent decorum of the Christian minister into
his most cheerful hours and visits; and, though he often indulged his pleasant, enlivening humour among his friends, yet a nice and singular purity, innocence, and moderation ever presided over these sprightly sallies, and kept them at the greatest distance
from the puerile jest, the boisterous laugh, the vain, indelicate mirth, which flow only
from light, impure, or vulg.ar minds. It has been remarked by some of his intimate
acquaintance, tbat he scarce ever dismissed the merriest topic, without raising from
it, or mingling with it, some qualifying observation, or useful lesson of a moral nature.
In short, he knew how to be familiar without meanness; sociable without loquacity;
cheerful without levity; grave without moroseness; pious without enthusiasm, superstition, or ostentation; zealous against error and vice, without ill-natured bitterness;
condescendingly att'able to all, without the least sacrifice of his ministerial dignity,
"Another eminent stroke in his character was a peculiar and noble simplicity of
heart, discovering itself in an honest, generous openness of language and behaviour.
I never knew a person farther removed from every appearance of duplicity, whether
deceitful flattery, low trick, designed falsehood, or artful disguise. His words and
actions ever appeared to flow spontaneous from his inmost soul, and to speak its genuine language; insomuch that his real sentiments and feelings were almost visible and
transijarent in his frank, honest countenance, conversation, and deportment.
" "With this was joined a warm, unaffected, enlarged benevolence, which, while it
flowed out in good wishes and prayers for all mankind, embraced with a particular
ardour the dear names of country, neighbourhood, acquaintance, friends, and nearest
connections, and accordingly rendered him a zealous, patriotic advocate and fervent
intercessor for the civil and religious interests of his beloved persecuted America; an
obliging, useful neighbour and member of civil society; a kind, courteous, and very
hospitable acquaintance; an entire, faithful, inviolable friend; and in all his domestic
connections, as husband, parent, master, remarkably affectionate, condescending, and
endearing.
" And as these virtues and accomplishments rendered him very amiable and respectable in the more private walks of life, so they threw a lustre round his public
ministerial character; in which were combined the judicious and sound Divine, the
evangelical, solid, affectionate, edifying, acceptable preacher, the prudent, cornpassionate, and faithful pastor, the wise and good casuist, the zealous, steady friend,
defender, and promoter, of pure and undefiled religion, in opposition to growing error,
delusion, and wickedness. In his sermons, he handled the great doctrines of the Gospel,
not in a merely speculative or metaphysical mode, but in a manner studiously plain
and practical; ever representing Christianity as a vital holy system, designed not to
amuse or puzzle the head, but to sanctify the heart and life; and, in this way, through
the mediation of Christ, to save the soul from death. He was very particular and
faithful in suiting his public addresses to the various characters and circumstances of
his flock; courageously reproving and endeavouring to alarm stupid, and bold transgressors, as well as applying the consolations of God to the contrite, dejected saint.
He appeared to enter deeply into the afflictions of his people, and was very careful
and happy in adapting his friendly counsels and prayers to tlieir various distresses.
He was very remarkable for a religious observation and improvement Of Divine providence, not only in its uncommon dispensations, but even in its ordinary events; point-
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ing his hearers for spiritual instruction to the various returning seasons, with their
several influences and vicissitudes, the opening or conclusion of each revolving year,
the beds of sick and dying, or tbe graves of departed neighbours and friends, and the
like; thus calling in (like his great Master before him,) tho world of nature, to join
that of grace, in assisting and animating you and himself to adore and serve the God
of both."
" I shall only add, he greatly excelled in the gift of prayer,—in a ready command
of pertinent thoughts and expressions on every occasion; and could, with remarkable
e;iso and propriety, adapt himself to the most peculiar and sudden emergencies. He
appeared to have a high sense of the duty, importance, and advantages, of devotion;
and was very exemplary, both in practising it himself, and in promoting it in others,
'• It is natural to conclude that a character so estimable must have been very generally and highly respected. This conclusion was signally verified. He was both
reverenced and loved by the large circle of his acquaintance; and the fragrancy of
his good name reached to multitudes, who never saw his face or heard his voice.
'• The preceding view of bis life also leads us to expect a peaceful and honourable
exit. The fact fully realized this expectation. His last hours were evidently cheered and brightened by those comforting reflections and prospects, which such uniform
goodness, in connection with the faith of the Gospel, so naturally inspires. He
declared the tranquillity he felt in the near views of his dissolution and his hope of
shortly seeing tits dear Jesus in Heavenly glory. And we trust this hope has not made
him ashamed, but is exchanged for the beatific vision and enjoyment of that Divine
Saviour, whom he affectionately served and preached in the Church below. Tbe eye
of Christian faith and charity beholds and salutes him as God's servant, still officiating, with seraphic vigour and transport, in some higher department in the Church
triumphant."

JOHN TUCKER, D. D.*
1745—1792.
FROM THE REV LEONARD WITHINGTON, D, D,
NEWBURY, Mass,, March 3, 1848.
Dear Sir : I am afraid my last letter to you raised expectations which I
shall imperfectly verify. Y o u requested some account of D r . T u c k e r , and
I promised you some facts. B u t you m u s t remember that time soon
submerges the materials of biography. Nearly a q u a r t e r of a c e n t u r y
intervened between D r . T.'s death and m y settlement in this place, and I
have been here nearly thirty-two years. You know how the wake of the
steam-boat on your own H u d s o n is soon effaced by silent gravitation, or
succeeding flotilla, leaving on the quiet waters no record of the passing
show. So perish the virtues and peculiarities of distinguished men.
J O H N T U C K E R w a s . t h e son of Benjamin and Alice Tucker. H e was
born in Amesbury, a town in this vicinity, on the Merrimack, September 1 9 ,
ITIO. His mother's maiden name was Davis. T h e circumstances of his
youth are unknown. H e had a mind which, I should suppose, would gradually unfold its powers. H e was graduated at H a r v a r d College in 1741. H e
was settled at Newbury, November 20, 1745, as colleague pastor with the
Hev. Christopher T o p p a n . t T h e reaction against New-Lightism had
• Eames' Fun. Serm,—Coffins Hist, of Newbury.
t CHRISTOPHER TOPPAN was a grandson of Abraham Toppan, one of the early settlers of
Kewbury; was a son of Peter Toppan, a physician who was killed by a fall; was born at NewMty December 15, 1671; waa graduated at Harvard College in 1691; was ordained at Newonry, September 9, 1696; and died July 23, 1747, aged seventy-six:. He was a physician as
'cU OS clergyman.
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already begun, and Mr. Toppan was not favourable to the warmth of the day.
Tucker studied Theology with the Eev. Paine Wingate,* a clergyman of
his native town.
He married Sarah, daughter of the Rev. Mr. Barnard of Andover, by
whom he had eleven children,—four sons and seven daughters, One of his
sons, John, was Clerk of the Supreme Court of Massachusetts. Two very
aged daughters now survive, and occupy the mansion house of their father.
Dr. Tucker lived in stormy times, and had a great deal of controversial
skill. He was judicious,—not brilliant; though he had a considerable
share of sly wit. Some twenty-two years after his ordination, the embers
of discontent gathered to a blaze, and a disaffected party rose against him.
A council was called, and the Rev. Aaron Hutchinsont of Grafton preached a sermon entitled " Valour for the Truth." Mr. Tucker commented on
the council, and replied to the sermon. Hutchinson had given, or was
thought to have given, occasion to doubt his own personal veracity ; and Mr.
Tucker, in his reply, remarks that the Reverend gentleman is very valiant
for the truth, and it would be well if the truth could return him the same
compliment. Some of his people happened to call on Hutchinson afterwards, and found him stripped of his clerical habiliments, and digging at
the bottom of a well. " R e a l l y , " said Tucker; " t h a t was Veritas m
puteo."
He was quick at a reply. On one occasion, some zealous NewLight overtook him on the public road. The gifted brother thought he
must admonish the deficient parson—"Ah, Mr. Tucker," said he, " a l l
your good works will never carry you to Heaven." " Very well," was the
reply, "without good works you will never go thither." Perhaps not the
first occasion when disjointed truth was restored to its integrity by a moiety
from both sides.
His sermons were serious and solid ; and at this day we can hardly detect
the formidable heresy, (at least in his practical discourses,) which then gave
the author his reproach and his fame. He was not remarkable for pathos as
a preacher; but he was always didactic and judicious, and he gathered
around him a select society of well-informed hearers. " His judgment,"
says Mr. Eames,1: in a sermon occasioned by his death, " was solid and penetrating. This seems to have been his prominent power—while the rest were
* P A I B E WINGATE was a native of Hampton, N . H , ; was graduated at Harvard College in
172.5 ; was ordained at Amesbury, June 15, 1726 ; and died February 19, 1786, aged eighty-six.
He had a son of the same name, who was born at Amesbury; was graduated at Harvard College
in 1759; was ordained at Hampton Falls, N. H,, December 14, 1763; was dismissed March 18,
1770; afterwards went into political life, and became a member of the Senate of the United
Stiites, and Judge of the Supreme Court of New Hampshire; and died in 1838,
t AABON HUTCHINSON was born in Hebron, Conn,, in March, 1724; and was graduated at
Tale College in 1747, He was ordained second pastor of the church in Grafton, .lune 6, 1750, He
was dismissed from the church at his own request,, November 18,1772, though the town refused
to concur in the vote. He continued to reside in Grafton, supplying vacant churches in the
neighbourhood, till 1775, when he purchased a farm in Pomfret, Vermont, and engaged to
supply, for five years, the towns of Pomfret, Woodstock, and Hartford. On the 4th of July, 1776,
he removed with his family of ten children to Vermont, and resided on his farm, preaching in
the vicinity, often gratuitously, until his death. He died September 1, 1800, in his seventyseventh year. During his whole ministerial life, he was never prevented from preaching by ill
health, but two Sabbaths, and one of those was the Sabbath immediately preceding his death.
Beside the Sermon already referred to, he published a reply to Dr, Tucker's Remarks, 1768; a
Sermon preached at Grafton the Sabbath after the execution of Arthur at Worcester, 1768;
two Sermons preached at Grafton on taking leave of his people, 1772; a Sermon preached at
Northbridge, 1772; a Sermon preached at Pelham, 1773. He had a vigorous mind and a
most retentive memory, was eccentric in his habits and unpolished in his manners,
iJ'oNATHAN EAMES was born at Wilmington, Mass., in 1730; waa graduated at Harvard
College in 1752; was ordained pastor of the church at Newtown, N, H , , January 17, 1759;
was dismissed in 1791; and died at Wentworth, in September, 1800, aged sixty-nine.
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excellent, this surpassed them all. Ideas lay clear in his mind, and in his
composition were nicely arranged." He was fond of analytic sermons ; that
is, takiiig some character in the Old Testament, and analyzing it into its
elements; like Bishop Butler's sermon on the character of Balaam. I have
heard from the late Hon. Dudley A. Tyng, that, in such sermons, he was
very interesting. His Election Sermon is said to have received a high
compliment from the Earl of Chatham.
He was a Corypheus among the Arminians. He was a man of great
skill in human nature. He almost created his party, and kept it. The
elements were in existence before him—he brought them out and boldly
defended the unpopular ground. " Never," says Mr. Eames, in the sermon above referred to, "was he known, I believe, through fear of man, to
keep back in his preaching any thing of great and essential importance in
religion. Indeed, from prudential reasons, he did not, from the beginning
of bis ministry, make a business of inculcating certain sentiments of his,
relating to some controversial less important doctrines of our religion.
But, upon his affairs taking such a turn as led him to think it was time
to speak, he, at the hazard of his reputation as a clergyman, and consequently of his living, stood forth and held the sentiments up to view, in, I
believe, a full and undisguised manner, and the event was happy." He did
not shrink from the responsibilities of a champion. I t could not be said
that he concealed his sentiments. He was an open and avowed Arminian,
and there is no proof that he deviated any farther from the accredited
standards of the day. He had great reverence for the Scriptures, and full
confidence in their plenary inspiration. Indeed, it was the fashion of his
party to be always appealing from conventional formulas to the Divine
word. When Dr. Chauncy's book on the final restoration of all men was
sent him in manuscript, he was called upon by a young student in Divinity,
for his opinion of it. " I t is plausible," said h e , — " i t is a splendid
piece of theoretic reasoning; but it has no foundation in the Scriptures."
His hold on his people's hearts was great. He passed through all the fluctuations of paper money, (for it is said he once sent a wheelbarrow to the
Treasurer to bring his quarter's salary home,) and he was generously supported by his people, and enabled to bring up a large family of children,
educating two sons at College. His mild disposition may be estimated by
a speech made to him by the Rev. Mr. Cary of the neighbouring church in
Newburyport. " B r o t h e r Tucker," said Cary, " i f ever I reach Heaven, I
shall have a higher seat than you." " How so?"—was the reply. " I t
costs me very much to conquer my temper, and it costs you just nothing."
He received his diploma of Doctor of Divinity from Harvard College in
1787.
Dr. Tucker died March 22, 1792, aged seventy-three years.
The following is a list of his publications : — A Sermon preached at the
ordination of Edmund Noyes,* as colleague pastor with the Rev. Mr. Cushing,! of the First church in Salisbury, Nov. 20, 1751. Four Sermons:
The first delivered at a public Lecture, 1755 ; The second, on occasion of
the late earthquake, 1756; The third, on the Scripture doctrine of the
* EDMUND NOYES was a native of Newbury; was graduated at Harvard College in 1747;
*»« dismissed from his charge; and died July 12, 1809.
T CALEB GUSHING was born at Scituate, was graduated at Harvard College in 1692; was ordainfd pastor of the church at Salisbury, Mass., Nov, 9, 1698; and died January 25, 1752, aged
Mghty.
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Reconciliation of sinners to Grod, 1756; The fourth, on being born of Grod,
1756.
A Thanksgiving Sermon, 1756. A Sermon at the ordination of
Amos Moody,* 1765. A brief Account of an ecclesiastical council so
called, convened in the First parish in Newbury; to which is annexed a
Discourse upon Acts x x , 17-21 ; being a Minister's Appeal to his hearers
as to his life and doctrines, 1767. Two Discourses occasioned by the death
of the Rev. Mr. John Lowell, 1767. Remarks on a Sermon of the Rev.
Aaron Hutchinson of G-rafton, entitled "Valour for the Truth," 1767The Rev. Aaron Hutchinson's Reply considered, 1768. A Letter to the
Pv.ev. James Chandler,! Pastor of the West church in Rowley, relative
more especially to a marginal note or two in his Sermon preached at Newburyport, June 25, 1767, preparatory to the settling of a minister. A
Reply to Mr, Chandler's answer in a second Letter, 1768, Remarks on
the Rev. Mr. Chandler's Serious address to a Society at Newburyport,
1768.
A Sermon preached before the Convention of ministers, 1768.
Two Sermons preached to the First Society in Newburyport: The first on
the Gospel condition of salvation ; the second on the nature and necessity
of the Father's drawing such as come to Christ, 1769. A Sermon preached at Cambridge on the anniversary of the election of Councillors, 1771.
Remarks on a Discourse of the Rev. Jonathan Parsons of Newburyport,
1774.
The validity of Presbyterian ordination: Dudleian Lecture at Harvard College, 1778. A Sermon delivered at Newburyport, on a day set
apart by the First church to seek the Divine direction and blessing in the
choice and settlement of a colleague pastor with the Rev. Thomas Cary,
1780.
Such are the surviving monuments he has left us of his perseverance and
industry. These works, though not destined to be immortal, were read in
their day with attention and effect. They stilbdive in a traditionary influence, as the billows continue to roll beyond the reach of the gale that produced them.
Very truly yours,
L E O N A R D WITHINGTON,
*AMOS MOODY was born at Newbury, Nov. 20, 1739; was graduated at Harvard College in
1759; was ordained at Pelham, N, H , , Nov. 20, 1765; was dismissed from his pastoral charge,
Oct, 24, 1792; and died March 22, 1819, in his eightieth year,
t JAMES CHANDLER was born at Andover in June, 1706 ; was graduated at Harvard College
in 1728; was ordained minister of the Second parish in Rowley, Oct, 18, 1732; and died April
16, 1780, aged eighty-three. He published two Sermons preached at Rowley, 1754.
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SAMUEL LANGDON, D. D.*
1745—1797.

FROM THE REV RUFUS W CLARK,
PoKTSMOUTu, November 25, 1850.
My Dear Sir: In accordance with your request, I send you a sketch of
the R E V D R . L A N G D O N , one of my predecessors as pastor of the North
Church in this city,—a man greatly beloved by his people, and highly distinguished for his talents, learning, and piety. The materials for the sketch
have been drawn from various sources,—no extended biography of him having ever been written.
Samuel Langdon was born in Boston of respectable, though not opulent,
parents, in the year 1722. He early developed superior intellectual powers,
and was sent to the North grammar school, where he applied himself diligently to his studies. Possessing an amiable disposition and winning manners, he was assisted by his friends in acquiring an education at Harvard
College. Here he obtained a high, reputation for scholarship, and, after
having taken the full course, was graduated with honour, at the age of eighteen, in 1740,
Soon after his graduation, he removed to Portsmouth, N. H., where he
took charge of a grammar school. As a teacher he was very faithful and
successful, though his discipline was somewhat severe.
While he was engaged as a teacher, he pursued his theological studies and
was licensed to preach. In 1745, while ho was yet connected with his
school, he was appointed Chaplain of a regiment, and was present at the
taking of Louisburg. On his return from that expedition, he was invited
by the North parish of Portsmouth (November 6, 1745) to assist the Rev.
James Fitch, then far advanced in life, in the public services of the sanctuary. It was agreed that he should have liberty to continue his school, so
long as Mr, Fitch should remain pastor of the church ; and, on his removal,
should become his successor.
There is a letter preserved from the Rev. Dr, Colman of Brattle street
church, Bo.-iton, which must have been written sometime in 1746, testifying to
Mr, Laugdon's high character as a preacher, and rendering it somewhat probable that he had been heard by Dr. Colman's congregation, as a candidate for
settlement. The following is an extract from the letter : — " Your kind and
worthy services done to our church and congregation, when you ministered
your month to us, command from me this just and very grateful acknowledgement of our obligation to honour you highly in the Lord for the gifts
and graces of his Holy Spirit apparent to us in your holy ministrations.
And although it has pleased God in such a wonderful manner to unite us in
your younger brother, Mr. Cooper, yet. Sir, I will venture to promise that
your name will be ever dear to our people and to me. I ask your continued prayers for us, and beg of God a great increase of grace and peace from
*jod your Heavenly Father and from our Lord .Jesus Christ, to render you
long a blessing in your generation,"
He was ordained at Portsinoutli, February 4, 1747. At his ordination,
the llev. Mr. Cotton of Ilainptou ofTcred tlie introductory prayer; tlie Rev.
* Peirce's Hist. Ilarv. Coll,—tiuiney's do.
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Mr. Shurtleff * of the South parish in Portsmouth gave the Charge, and the
Rev. Mr. Adamst of Newington gave the Plight Hand of Fellowship and concluded with prayer. I t was customary, at that day, for the pastor elect to
preach his own ordination sermon ; and Mr. Langdon doubtless conformed
to that usage. At the time of his ordination, the number of communicants
in the church with which he became connected, exceeded one hundred and
sixty.
•
I n 1765, he published an " Examination of Sandeman's letters," which
was followed by a " Summary of Christian faith and practice." Dr. Eliot
says,—" By his manner of expressing himself upon the person of Christ, he
was charged with Arianism; but he always declared to the contrary, and
professed himself a Trinitarian and also a Calvinist, in those points which
were discussed at the Synod of Dort."
As a preacher and pastor he was much respected and beloved. His sermons were prepared with great care, and evinced no small ability. They
were generally written in short hand, witb the exception of the text, and
here and there a brief passage, which was in an uncommonly fair and legible
character. In the Piscataqua Association, consisting of twenty-five highly
respectable, and some of them decidedly able, men, he was regarded as
standing quite at the head. The University of Aberdeen conferred on him
the degree of Doctor of Divinity in 1762 ; and, on the formation of the
American Academy of Arts and Sciences, he became a member.
In 1774, he was invited to the Presidency of Harvard College. His people were reluctant to part with him; but, after consulting with his friends,
and anxiously seeking the path of duty, he concluded to accept the appointment. The circumstances under which he entered upon the duties of his
new position, were peculiarly trying. On accouut of the commotions of that
period, the Government of the College deemed it expedient to omit the
usual Inauguration services; and Mr. Quincy, in his History of Harvard
University, remarks, that " t h e administration of Langdon, was a perpetual
struggle witb difiiculties and embarrassments, amid the dangers of civil wars
and the excitement of a political revolution." The pecuniary affairs of the
institution were in a deranged state,—the rents and incomes being greatly
reduced, and the revenue from other sources being very precarious. The
undergraduates partook of the general excitement, and allowed political
questions to interfere, in a great degree, with their studies. The removal of
the General Court to Cambridge increased these disturbing influences, and
added to the embarrassments of the officers of the College. President
Langdon soon felt deeply the trials of his position, and being an ardent
patriot, and bold to express his opposition to the British government, he
could not avoid occasional collision with those students who sympathized
with the tories. Fie endeavoured, however, to administer the government
of the College with impartiality and justice, and his zeal and fidelity secured
for him the respect of the community.
* 'WILLIAM SHURTLEFF was a native of Plymouth, Mass,; was graduated at Harvard College
in 1707; was ordained at New Castle, N, H . , December 24, 1712; was dismissed in 1732, and
vras installed at Portsmouth, N, II., February 21, 1733. He published a Sermon at the ordination of Nathaniel Gookin at H.impton, 1739, and a Letter to those of his brethren in the ministry who refuse to admit the Rev. Mr, Whitefield into their pulpits, 1745, He died May 9,
1747, aged fifty-eight,
f JOSEPH ADAMS was born at Braintree, January 1, 1689; was graduated at Harvard College
in 1710; was ordained at Newington, N , H . , November 16, 1715; and died May 26, 1783, in
his ninety-fifth year.
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Being wearied with his complicated and arduous labours, he, on the 29th
of August, 1780, announced to the Faculty his purpose to resign his ofiice;
md, on the next day, actually sent in his resignation to the Corporation.
During the six years of his administration, the reports of the visiting committee speak uniformly of the satisfactory condition of the College ; and
the eminent talents, extensive learning, and devoted piety, of Dr. Langdon,
placed him in a high rank among his contemporaries.
But he was not destined to remain long without stated employment. On
the 18th of January, 1781, he was installed pastor of the church at
Hampton Falls, where he passed the residue of his days, a rich blessing to
his people, and happy in the possession of their confidence and affection.
In 1788, he was chosen a delegate to the State Convention, where he
manifested great ability as a debater, and did much towards removing the
prejudices that then existed against the Federal Constitution.
Dr. Langdon died November 29, 1797, having nearly completed the
seventy-fifth year of his age. A large circle of relatives and friends to
whom he was endeared by his private virtues, as well as his public services,
mourned his loss.
The following is a list of Dr. Langdon's publications:—A Sermon at the
ordination of Samuel M'Clintock, 1756. A Thanksgiving Sermon occasioned by the Conquest of Quebec, 1759. A Sermon at Windham, Me.,
at the ordination of Peter Thacher Smith, 1762. An impartial examination of Mr. Robert Sandeman's Letters on Theron and Aspasio, 1765. A
Summary of Christian faith and practice, drawn up principally in Scripture
language, 1768. Massachusetts Election Sermon preached at Watertown,
1775. Dudleian Lecture in Harvard College, 1775. A Sermon at the
ordmation of Edward Sprague,* Dublin, N. H., 1777. A Sermon on
the death of Prof. Winthrop,! 1779. New Hampshire Election Sermon,
1788. Observations on the Revelations of Jesus Christ to St. John, 8vo.
pp. 337, 1791. A J)iscourse delivered at Portsmouth before the Piscataqua Association, 1792. Corrections of some grand mistakes committed by
Rev. John Cozens Ogden, 1792. Remarks on the leading sentiments of
Rev. Dr. Hopkins' System of doctrines in a Letter to a friend, 1794.
In 1761, Dr. Langdon, in connection with Colonel Joseph Blanchard,
prepared with great labour and published a map of the State of New Hampshire, which they inscribed to the Hon. Charles Townsend, his Majesty's
Secretary of War, and one of the Privy Council.
* EDWARD SPBAGUE was born in Dedham in 1750; was graduated at Harvard College in
lv70; was ordained pastor of the church in Dublin, N . H . , Nov. 12, 1777; and died Dec. 16,
1819, aged sixty-nine. He was one of the most eccentric men of his own or any other time.
He ^ a large estate which he bequeathed to his parish.
t JoHS WINTHROP was a son of Adam Winthrop, of Boston; was graduated at Harvard College in 1732; was appointed Hollis Professor of Mathematics and Natural Philosophy in 1738;
Md died May 3, 1779, aged sixty-four. In 1761, he sailed to St. Johns in Newfoundland to
observe the transit of Venus over the sun's disk on the 6th of June, agreeably to the recommendation of Mr. Halley. The day proved clear and fine, and every way most auspicious to
lu» object, and he had the satisfaction of observing a phenomenon whioh had never before been
••«», except by Mr, Horrox in 1639, by any inhabitant of the earth. He was not only an
eminent mathematician, but was profoundly learned in several other departments. He was
ju* a devout and earnest Christian, The day before he died, he said,—" The hope that is set
wfore us in the New Testament, is the only thing which will support a man in his dying hour,
" a n y man builds on any other foundation, in my apprehension bis foundation will fall." Hia
»«enrate observations of the transit of Mercury in 1740 were noticed by the Royal Society of
J*Mon. Beside these, he published a Lecture on Earthquakes, 1756; Answer to Mr. Prince's
J*'ter on Earthquakes, 1756; Two Letters on Comets, 1759; an Account of several fiery
JJeteors, 1765; Two Lectures on the parallax and distance of the Sun, as deducible from the
wnnt of VenuB, 1769.
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Dr. Langdon's publications, being most of them occasional, are now rarely met with; but those which I have seen indicate a vigorous mind, extensive knowledge, and ardent piety.
Dr. Langdon married Elizabeth, a daughter of Rev. Richard Brown,* of
Reading, Mass. They had nine children, four of whom died in infancy.
Paul, the second son who reached mature age, was graduated at Harvard
College in 1770. One of Dr. Langdon's daughters was married to the
Hon. David Sewall of York, and another to the Hon. John Groddard of
Portsmouth.
This is the sum of what I have been able to gather in respect to President Langdon, after having diligently explored every source of information
within my reach.
Yours very truly,
RUFUS W CLARK.

JOHN CLEAVELAND.f
1745—1799.
J O H N CLEAVELAND was a son of Josiah and Abigail Cleaveland, and

was born at Canterbury, Conn,, April 11,1722. He entered Yale College
in 1741, and remained there till a few weeks before the close of his senior
year. While at home during the preceding vacation, he attended a meeting
of Separatists in his native place, for which, on his return to College, he
was required to make a confession. He justified himself on the ground that
he was a member of the church, and that the meeting was attended by a
majority of the church members, among whom was his father, Ebenezer
Cleaveland, also of Canterbury, was involved in the same difficulty, and
made the same defence. They were both expelled from College; though
both were subsequently allowed their degree. The catalogue represents
John as having graduated with his class in 1745, while the name of Ebenezer appears in tbe class of 1749, The latter was settled in the ministry
at Gloucester, Mass., and died July 4, 1805. He published a Sermon
entitled " T h e abounding grace of God towards notorious sinners," 1774.
John Cleaveland commenced preaching almost immediately after leaving
College ; and for about two years supplied a society of Separatists in Boston,
who sympathized with the views and measures of the well known Rev. James
Davenport, who, about that time visited New England. They invited Mr.
Cleaveland to become their pastor; but he declined. A new church at
Chebacco in Ipswich,—a secession from the Rev. Mr. Pickering's,t then
* RICHARD BROWN was born at Newbury, Sept, 12, 1675; was graduated at Harvard College
in 1697; was settled in the ministry at Reading, June 25, 1702; and died Oct, 20, 1732, aged
fifty-eight,
t Felt s Hist, of Ipswich,—Allen's Biog, Diet.—MS from Rev, Dr, Dana.
X THEOPHILUS PICKERING, son of John and Sarah Pickering, was born .at Salem, September
28, 1700, and was graduated at Harvard CoUege in 1719. In March, 1725, he was invited to
assist Mr, Wise of Ipswich, who died a few weeks after, and having preached there with much
acceptance for upwards of two years, he was ordained as pastor of the church on the 13th of
October, 1727, He was a man of much more than ordinary talents; had a fine mechanical
genius, and was particularly distinguished as a logician and a theologian. He had, on the
whole, a successful ministry, though the latter part of it was embittered by dissensions among
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recently formed, gave him a call to settle over them, which he accepted;
and be was accordingly ordained on the 25th of February, 1747.
The formation of the new church seems to have resulted, partly at least,
from Mr, Pickering's refusal to invite Whitefield and Davenport into his
pulpit, on the ground of their alleged irregularities. Mr. P exerted himself to the utmost to prevent Mr. C.'s ordination; but to no purpose, as it was
favoured by several of the leading ministers in the neighbourhood. Shortly
after the ordination took place, Mr. P. published a pamphlet, entitled—"A
bad omen to the churches in the instance of Mr. John Cleaveland's ordination over a Separation in Chebacco parish." This was immediately answered by Mr, C. in another pamphlet, entitled " A plain narrative by the new
church," While Mr, P was preparing a rejoinder, he was interrupted by
a sudden illness, which terminated fatally on the 7th of October, 1747:
his church, however, after his death, carried out his purpose, and completed
what he had begun. In 1748, another pamphlet appeared, supposed to have
been written by Mr. Cleaveland, entitled " Chebacco narrative rescued from
the charge of falsehood and partiality." These pamphlets are all written
with great spirit, and show that the minds of the several writers were stirred
to their inmost depths.
In 1763, jMr. Cleaveland published an " Essay to defend some of the most
unportant principles in the Protestant Reformed system of Christianity,
more especially Christ's Sacrifice and Atonement, against the injurious
aspersions cast on the same, by Dr. Mayhew, in a Thanksgiving Sermon."
This drew forth from Dr. Mayhew " a Letter of Reproof to John Cleaveland," which is probably the most scathing piece of invective that ever came
from his pen. It seems, however, neither to have silenced or intimidated
Mr. Cleaveland, as he replied to the Letter without much delay. Mr. C.
appears to have maintained somewhat of a controversial attitude, from taste
or from circumstances, or from both, during a considerable part of his
ministry.
In 1758, Mr. Cleaveland was Chaplain to a Provincial regiment at
Ticonderoga, and was on. the battle ground when Lord Howe was killed.
The next year, he served in the same capacity in an expedition against the
French, at Louisburg. In 1775, he was Chaplain to a regiment at
Cambridge; and in 1776, went, on a short campaign, to New York. He
had an eminently patriotic spirit, and shrunk from no sacrifice that promised
to benefit his country. Not only by his professional services as Chaplain,
but by various contributions to newspapers, he did much to encourage and
further the great enterprise which had its issue in our national independence.
Mr. Cleaveland died after a short and painful illness, on the 22d of April,
I'fi'.i. His funeral sermon was preached by the Rev. Joseph Dana of
Ipswich, from I I Kings, 11, 12, The parish voted eighty dollars to defray
his funeral expenses.
^Ir. Cleaveland was married to Mary, the only daughter of Parker Dodge,
'^f the Ilandet, (Hamilton,) July 31, 1747. She died of a cancer, April
11, 1708, in her forty-sixth year. In September, 1769, be was married to
^Iwy, widow of Capt, John Foster of Manchester. She died at Topsfield,
^/^ people. In .idilition to the piiuiphlft? growing out of Mr. (ilcnvdiind'.s ordination, he pul)lishMLctt<rs to the I'.cv. N. Kogers and Mr. D. Rogers of Ipswich, . t c , 1742; and a belter to
^f' " hitefield and a neighbouring minister, 1745,
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April 19, 1810, in her eightieth year. Mr. Cleaveland had seven children,
—four sons and three daughters. One of his sons, John, born January 6,1749
-50, was prepared for admission to Yale College, but was prevented by ill
health from obtaining a liberal education ; and, after serving in the war of
the Revolution, entered the ministry, and was ordained at Stoneham, Mass.,
October 19, 1785. He was dismissed October 23, 1794, and settled over
the North parish in Wrentham in 1798, where he died, February 1, 1815,
in his sixty-sixth year. He published a Sermon on taking leave of his
people at Stoneham, 1794, and a Fast Sermon at Wrentham, 1812. Another
son, Parker, was settled as a physician, at the age of nineteen, at Byfield;
was the surgeon of a regiment during the first year of the war of the
Revolution; was frequently a Representative in the Legislature, and died
in February, 1826, aged seventy-four.
Besides the pamphlets already referred to, Mr. Cleaveland published a
Justification of his church from the Strictures of the Rev. S. Wigglesworth
of the Hamlet, and the Rev. Richard Jaques* of Gloucester, 1765; a
Narrative of a Revival of Religion among his people in 1763 and 1764;
an Attempt to nip in the bud the unscriptural doctrine of universal salvation, 1776 ; a Dissertation in support of infant baptism, 1784 ; a Defence of
the Result of a late Council against Dr. Whitaker's Remarks, 1784; a
Sermon at tbe ordination of his son at Stoneham, 1785.
I find in the Diary of the Rev. Dr. Cogswell, who was, for many years,
minister of the parish in which Mr. Cleaveland spent his early life, the
following entry, under date of October 26, 1766: " M r . John Cleaveland
preached for me to good acceptance in general. Some admired him. He
was very loud and earnest, and preached without notes. His doctrines were
good. The greater part of Separates went to hear him."

FROM THE REV DANIEL DANA, D. D.
NEWBURYPORT, March 28,1856.
My Dear Sir: So many years have elapsed since i\Ir. Cleaveland's decease, that
you will scarcely expect me to furnish you a very minute account of him; and
yet sucli recollections and impressions as I have concerning him, I am most happy to communicate to you,
jMr, Cleaveland was nearly six feet in height, was very erect, of great muscular strength, with a florid complexion and blue eyes. He was by no means a
graceful preacher. His manner sometimes bordered on the rough and even the
boisterous. Yet, as he uttered the encouraging as well as alarming truths of
God's word, and as all evidently proceeded from a heart deeply imbued with love
to Christ, to his truth and to, the souls of men, his preaching was generally
acceptable. In those good daj^s, elegance in preaching was less in demand, and
its absence less a topic of complaint, than in our fastidious times.
One circumstance pertaining to his preaching was peculiar. During most of his
life, he took with him to the desk very brief and imperfect notes. In consequence of this, his preaching was often more earnest and declamatory than
instructive. But in latter years, becoming more distrustful of his own powers,
he wrote his sermons in full, and in reading confined himself to his notes. This
change was, in view of his judicious hearers, quite an improvement ; while
others thought that the good man had lost a portion of his animation and zeal.

* RICHARD JAQUT:S was born at Newbury: was graduated at Harvard College in 1720; was
ordained at Gloucester, second parish, November 3, 1725; and died April 12, 1777, aged
seventy-seven.

JOHN CLEAVELAND.

461

His prayers were congenial with his sermons. Without a careful and o'rderly
arrangement of topics, they were the. efiusions of a heart in close communion
with God, and carried with them the affections of his hearers, especially the most
serious portion of them.
Mr. Cleaveland's character was uniformly exemplary. With him, love to the
Saviour, and to the souls for which He died, was the absorbing sentiment. This
was habitually manifest in methods altogether unostentatious, yet impossible to
be misunderstood. He thus secured the conscientious approbation of the community generally, and the warm love of the pious. Though his life was spent, for
the most part, in comparative seclusion, his good influence was felt much beyond
the immediate sphere of his labours.
Believe me, as ever, most afiectionately yours,
DANIEL DANA.

NOAH WELLES, D. D.*
1746—1776.
NOAH W E L L E S was descended from a family of Welsh origin, who came
to this country during the troubles under Charles the First. He was born
at Colchester, Conn., January 23, .1718 ; was a son of Noah Welles, a
respectable farmer of that town ; and was the second of nine children. He
entered Yale College in 1737, and was graduated in 1741. He was engaged
m teaching a school at Hartford for some time after his graduation ; and in
1745 accepted a Tutorship in Yale College, which he held for one year.
Having received license to preach the Gospel, he was invited to settle over
the church in Stamford, Conn. In due time he signified his acceptance of
the call, and bis ordination took place on the 31st of December, 1746.
Here he continued in the quiet and faithful discharge of the duties of his
office till his death,—December 3 1 , 1776,—his ministry having continued
jnst thirty years to a day.
He was chosen a Fellow of Yale College in 1774, and the same year
received the degree of Doctor of Divinity from the College of New Jersey.
President Stiles, in his diary, records the fact that, on the 13th of September, 1770, he delivered the Concio ad Clerum, in the chapel of Yale College, to a hundred and twenty ministers."
In 1763, he felt himself called upon to engage publicly in the discussions
then pending respecting Presbyterian ordination. He published a discourse
on the subject,-which (I state it on the authority of an Episcopal cjergy"lan) is characterized by " much calmness and thoroughness, and great candour and courtesy." The immediate occasion of the discourse seems to have
been the withdrawal of a number of persons from the Congregational to
the Episcopal communion, through the circulation of Leslie's argument
on Episcopacy. This discourse, in connection with Dr. Chauncy's Dudl ^ n Lecture, published about the same time, was replied^o with acknowledged ability, by the Rev. Jeremiah Leaming, a missionary of the Church
of England; whereupon, Mr. Welles published another pamphlet, which
fas subsequently reprinted, making nearly two hundred pages, octavo,

•AlTord's Cent. Address.—Dwight's Travels, IV.—MS. from the Rev. J. R. Davenport
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which certainly displays great vigour of mind and power of argument, with
not a little of controversial tact.
In 1762, there appeared an anonymous pamphlet, which is understood to
have been written by Mr. Welles, entitled " The real advantage which ministers and people may enjoy, especially in the Colonies, by conforming to
the Church of England, faithfully considered and impartially represented,
in a Letter to a young gentleman." He seems to have enlisted with much
zeal in the Episcopal controversy, and among other objects to which his
attention was specially directed, was the prevention of the appointment of a
Bishop, or Bishops, for this country, before the Revolution.
In 1751, he was married to Abigail, daughter of Benjamin Woolsey, of Oyster Bay, Long Island. They had thirteen children, several
of who-u died young. Twelve of them were living at the time of his death.
One of his sons was a surgeon in the Revolutionary army, and one of his
daughters was married to the Hon. John Davenport of Stamford. His
widow survived until the year 1811, when she died at the advanced age of
eighty-one years.
Besides the controversial pamphlets already referred to, he published
a Sermon preached at the General Election in Connecticut, 1764 ; and
a Sermon occasioned by the death of the Rev. Noah Hobart of Fairfield,
1773.
The following testimony in respect to the character of Dr. Welles, is from
the peu of President Dwight:—
" Dr. Welles was early distinguished for his talents. His imagination was vivid and
poetical; his intellect vigorous, and his learning extensive. His manners, at the same
time, were an unusu.ally happy compound of politeness and dignity. In b's conversation, be was alternately sprightly and grave, as occasion dictated, and entertaining
and instructive. At the same time, he was an excellent minister of the Gospel; exemplary in all the virtues of the Christian life; an able preacher; a wise ruler of the
Church; and an eminently discreet manager of its important concerns. He was one
of the three chosen friends of the late Governor Livingston of New Jersey, to whom
he addressed, when young, a handsomely written poem, prefixed to his Philosophic
Solitude."

ALEXANDER GUMMING.^*
1747—1763.
A L E X A N D E R CUMMING was born at Freehold, Monmouth county, N. J.,
in the year 1726. His father was Robert Cumming, a native of Montrose,
Scotland, a worthy man and a respectable merchant, who died at Freehold in
1769, The son received his academical education, partly at Freehold, and
partly under the direction of his uncle, the Rev, Samuel Blair, at Fogg's
Manor, Penn, He studied theology in his native place, under the direction
of the Rev. William Tennent, pastor of the church with which he was connected. He was licensed to preach the Gospel by the Presbytery of New
Brunswick, about the year 1747 ; and preached for some time at New
Brunswick, as a stated supply. In 1750, the Presbyterian church in the
city of New York had their attention directed towards him as a suitable

* Sewall's Fun. Serm,—Wisner's Hist. Disc.—Miller's Life of Rodgers.—Allen's Biog. Diet.
—MS. from Hon. Ezekiel Bacon.
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person to become a colleague with their pastor, the Rev. Mr. Pemberton ;
and, on paying them a visit, he preached so much to their acceptance, that
they gave him a unanimous call. He accepted the call, and was installed
collegiate pastor of that church, in October, 1750.
But the relation thus constituted proved neither so happy nor so permanent as was expected. The seeds of division in the church had previously
been sown, and their bitter fruit soon began to appear. The congregation
consisted partly of emigrants from Scotland and the North of Ireland, who
favoured strict Presbyterianism, and partly of those who had emigrated
from South Britain or from New England, whose sympathies were rather
with the Congregationalists. In this state of things originated a sharp contention between the two parties, in respect to several matters of ecclesiastical order, and especially as to the question whether they should have
ruling elders or only deacons, and whether they should continue to sing
Rouse's (or, as it is commonly called, the old Scotch) version of the Psalms,
or should, in accommodation to the more modern taste, introduce the version of Tate and Brady, or of Watts. Mr, Cumming, as well as his colleague, contrived, for a while, to keep aloof, in a good degree, from the
controversy; though they no doubt had a preference for the modified system of Presbyterianism. At length, however, in 1753, they seemed to lose
their neutrality ; and they were loudly complained of for various minor
departures from the authorized standards of the Church. These complaints
against, not only the ministers, but a portion of the church, were laid
before the Presbytery, and were by that body referred to the Synod of New
York, which met in Philadelphia, in the beginning of October, Tbe
Synod, after hearing the reference, appointed a large and respectable committee to meet in New York, a few days after, to examine and decide upon
the various matters that had been brought before them. The committee
met accordingly; and, after a patient hearing of all the parties, entirely
acquitted the pastors on each of the several charges preferred against them.
The next day, however, Mr. Pemberton and Mr. Cumming both appeared
before the committee of Synod, and requested a dismission from their pastoral charge. The request was founded on the unhappy state of things in
the congregation, which seemed adverse to their future usefulness; and Mr.
Cumming urged, in addition, the feeble state of his health, which rendered
him inadequate to the full discharge of his ministerial duties.
Mr, Cumming's request was granted ; and, on the 25th of October, 1753,
he was regularly released from his pastoral charge. His dismission was
accompanied with ample testimonials of his excellent character, and high
ministerial standing.
As his health had so far improved as to justify him in undertaking another pastoral charge, he accepted a call from the Old South church, Boston,
10 become co-pastor with the venerable Dr. Sewall, who had, for many
years, laboured in conjunction with the Rev. Thomas Prince. He was
installed on the 25th of February, 1761. Here he laboured with much
-"•'•ptanee, and yet in much bodily infirmity, till the close of his life.
His last illness was so violent as to render him incapable of saying much
*o his friends. He retained his reason, however, to the last, and evinced
the utmost tranquillity of mind in the prospect of his departure. He died
•^igust 25, 1763, aged thirty-seven years. His surviving aged colleague,
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the R e v . D r . Sewall, preached his funeral sermon on the succeeding Sabb a t h , from Philippians i . 2 1 , which was published.
M r . Cumming published a Sermon preached at his instalment at Boston,
1 7 6 1 ; and Animadversions on R e v . Mr. Croswell's late L e t t e r , &c., 1763.
Soon after his settlement in Boston, Mr. Cumming was married to Miss
Goldthwait, daughter of Ezekiel Goldthwait, for many years Register of
deeds in t h e county of Suffolk.
After his death, she married his successor
in the pastorate, the R e v . J o h n Bacon.
T h e following testimony in respect to M r . Cumming's character is from
D r . Sewall's Sermon occasioned by his death : —
" He was an able minister of the New Testament, endowed with rich gifts from our
ascended Saviour. He was an hard student, an excellent scholar; a scribe well
instructed to the Kingdom of Heaven. It is true his lively, active soul dwelt in a
crazy, feeble body: however, under his bodily weakness, he did willingly spend and
was spent in his Lord's work. He was a man of prayer; and, in his addresses to
tbat God who is tbe High and Lofty One, he lay low under an abasing sense of our
meanness and vileness, and well expressed his entire dependance on the merits and
intercession of Jesus, our Advocate with the Father.
" He showed his esteem and value for these churches, and for the doctrines of grace
exhibited in their Confession of Faitli.
" This man was a burning and shining light, who not only preached but lived the
Gospel, holding forth the light in it in a conversation becoming the doctrines and precepts of our holy religion,
" H e sbtiwod his zeal for the Lord of Hosts, and against the prevailing errors .and
corruptions of tbe times wherein bo lived.
" H e followed Christ bearing the cross; and, under returns of distressing pain,
showed bis patience and reverend submission to the will of his Heavenly Father.
Aud although a Sovereign God took him from us in the midst of his days, yet he
expressed himself to me as desirous rather to die than live; and to another, his hope
and trust in Christ. But his pain was so great, there was not that opportunity to discourse with him which could be desired."
T h e following is from an obituary notice in the Massachusetts Gazette of
S e p t e m b e r 1, 1763 : —
" Tho Father of Spirits was pleased to form him witb superior intellectual abilities.
His apprebcosiou was quick and piercing; his imagination lively and fruitful; his
judgment accurate and solid.
" Those gifts of nature were greatly improved by close thought and diligent study;
and, being sanctified by Divine grace, were employed to promote tho interests of
religion.
" He early devoted himself to the service of the sanctuary; and, in his public performances, you might discern the marks of a strong mind. It was easy for him to
write on points tbat to others were intricate and abstruse: this might lead him to frequent discourses on such subjects. But even in these there were the evident traces of
a serious spirit, deejily impressed with tbe great and important trutb.s of religion.
" llis ])ractical discourses were clear, animated and judicious; tbey evinced that
be was himself well acquainted witb the Christian temper; and, being delivered with
a grave aud striking elocution, they were adapted to reach and better the hearts of his
hearers.
•' His conversation was amiable and useful: he was serious without affectation, and
aflfable without levity or meanness. You saw at once the polite gentleman, the fair
reasoner, the accomplished Divine, and the exemplary Christian.
" Though be wanted not sensibility, bo bad a great command of his passions, not
easily ruffled in his temper or betrayed to rashness in his expressions; knowing how
to be iirm and resolved, without losing the composure of his mind or the gentleness
of bis manners.
"Honesty and uprightness were distinguishing parts ofhis character; he was a
stranger to dissimulation himself, and abhorred it in others.
" His religion was pure and substantial; free from the follies of superstition, or the
reveries of cntbnsiasm.
" His constitution naturallj' tender, was severely tried with frequent paroxysms of
pain, which were of a threatening aspect; he bore these with Christian patience,
"When in moderate health, be was a pleasant companion, and went through the duties
of his station with diligence and cheerfulness."

SAMUEL LOCKWOOD.
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SAMUEL LOCKWOOD, D. D.
1747—1791.
SAMUEL LOCKWOOD was descended from a highly respectable family,
and was born at Norwalk, Conn., November 30, 1721. He was the son of
James and Lydia Lockwood. He was graduated at Yale College in 1745,
He pursued his theological studies under the direction of his brother, the
Rev, James Lockwood, who had, at that time, been settled, for several
years, as pastor of the church in Wethersfield.
An ecclesiastical society in Andover, Conn., having been formed in 1747,
from the three towns of Coventry, Lebanon, and Hebron,—Mr,'Lockwood,
shortly after ho was licensed to preach, was employed by that society as a
candidate for settlement. He commenced his labours there about tbe beginning of 1748; and when the parish voted " to hire him to preach as a probationer," they passed this additional, and as it would seem at this day,
superfluous, vote,—that " M r . Lockwood may change with any orthodox
minister, to preach to us when he shall see cause." Having, after the
manner of those days, undergone a long probation among them as a candidate, he was ordained as pastor, February 25, 1749, 0 . S.,—the church
having been constituted on the preceding day. The ordination sermon
was preached by his brother, the minister of Wethersfield. He continued
in the faithful discharge of the duties of his office, upwards of forty years.
-\s he always lived in a retired country parish, there was little of incident
m Lis history; and the little that there was, has nearly all passed away with
the generation that was contemporary with him.

In 1790, he received the degree of Doctor of Divinity from Yale College.
It is said tbat he was not flattered, but pained, bythe honour; and that he
expressed to some of his friends a deep sense of its worthlessness, and his
regret that it had been conferred upon him. He was, however, warmly
attached to the College ; was one of its Fellows from 1777 to 1 7 9 1 ; and
made a liberal donation in aid of its library and philosophical apparatus.
In 1774, he was appointed to preach the annual sermon before the Legislature of the State; and though there is nothing in it to indicate remarkable
powers of mind, it is nevertheless a judicious, patriotic, and well adapted
discourse. It is the only acknowledged production of his that was ever
printed.
In 1701, an enfeebled state of health obliged hira to desist from his
labours; and, by medical advice, be visited the mineral springs at NewLebanon, in the hope that the waters might prove beneficial to him. But
in this both himself and his friends were disappointed ; for, after he had been
there a short time, his disease assumed an ageravated form, and very soon
the afflictive tidings came Ijack to his people that ho was no longer among
the living. He died on Saturday the IStli of June, in the seventieth year
'a ills age, and the forty-third of liis ministry. His funeral was attended
*' New Lebanon, on the JMonday after his death, by a large concourse of
people, among whom were a number of tbe neigldiouring clergy ; and a
sermon was preached on the occasion by tlic Rev. Mr, Benedict, from 2
bhron, XXIV 15, 16. In a letter addresseil to his wife a few days before
"s death, he says,—"Be not surprised that I tell you that you will see me
^'01- I.
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no more in this world. I am very near death. A day or two more is all I
can expect. I feel comfortably resigned and hope to sleep in Jesus. I
recommend you, my dear, to the mercy of God in Christ Jesus as the only
ground of hope. The Rev. Dr. Williams [of East Hartford] has been very
attentive and exceedingly kind to me. As some little acknowledgment of
it, I desire, when you see this, that you will make him a present of my
best boots and spurs, my walking staff and wig. He will pay my debts
here, if my cash holds out, and take care of the rest I have here. My love
to my dear people. I hope to meet many of them in Heaven as my crown and
joy. I hope and trust that you will meet me in Heaven and part no more."
His remains were carried to Andover for burial, where they still repose in
the bosom of his mouldering congregation. The hand of affection hath
inscribed on his tombstone,—"He was a firm advocate for the doctrines of
grace, and for evangelical purity in religion. He fulfilled the work of
the ministry with ability, zeal, and faithfulness. To soundness in the faith
he added exemplary piety and holiness of life."
I am not aware that there is any individual now living, whose recollections
of Dr. Lockwood, are sufficiently intelligent and minute, to form the basis
of a faithful sketch of his character. But, as I was myself a native of the
parish which was the scene of his labours; as there was an interval of only
four years between the time of his death and the time of my birth ; and as
I was constantly conversant, in the earlier part of my life, with those who
had grown up or grown old under his ministry, I feel that I shall be in little
danger of mistaking materially in respect to the more prominent traits that
distinguished him. I have always heard him represented as a man of commanding influence in the sphere in which he moved. His person, his
countenance, and especially his piercing eye and strong intelligent expression,
together with his general bearing in society, were all fitted to command
respect. Though he was ready enough to unbend on all suitable occasions,
and at weddings particularly was always a most entertaining and welcome
guest, yet he never forgot the dignity of bis ofiSce, or suffered his people to
forget the respect that was due to it. He moved about among them, not
only as a spiritual guide, but as a father caring for his children. In the
things of the world,—things pertaining to their ordinary vocations, he was
wiser than they; and it was seldom that they appealed from his judgment
or acted contrary to it. For their spiritual interests he evinced a watchful
and exemplary regard. There were several seasons in the course of his
ministry which were marked by special attention to religion, and by considerable additions to the church; and at the time of his death, no ecclesiastical society in the county was in a more flourishing state than that over
which he had presided. Without ever taking an active part in the political concerns of the country, he was in principle a decided whig during the Revolution;
and, as his manuscript sermons still in existence show, preached not unfrequently what might be called highly patriotic discourses.
As a preacher, he must have ranked much above mediocrity. His manner
in the pulpit is said to have been marked by gravity rather than vivacity;
and his sermons (as I know from the perusal of many of them in manuscript)
were distinguished more for clear, strong, and well digested thought, than
for beautiful conceptions, or an attractive style. His own congregation, I
believe, generally regarded him as scarcely having an equal in the pulpit; for
I well remember that the highest expression of approbation that I used to
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hear from some of the old people in respect to any minister, was, that he
preached almost as well as Mr. Lockwood. His orthodoxy was that of the
Assembly's Catechism; and even the speculations of Dr. Hopkins, which
had begun to divide the churches in his day, he looked upon with strong
disapprobation. During the earlier part of his ministry, he was accustomed
to write his sermons at full length, and read them from the manuscript;
but, after a while, he began to abridge, and continued to abridge more and
more, until, before the close of his ministry, his whole sermon was not
unfrequently brought within the limits of three or four small duodecimo
pages ; and he used to say that he could produce a sermon more satisfactory
to himself in four hours, in the later period of his ministry, than in four
days, at its beginning. In the neighbouring congregations, and in the State
at large, he had a high reputation, especially for integrity and wisdom; and,
as an evidence of it, I remember to have heard that the Rev. Mr. Colton,
a worthy but eccentric minister of the neighbouring parish of Bolton, when
he exchanged with Dr. Lockwood's successor shortly after his settlement,
remarked in his sermon, with more frankness, and possibly more truth,
than delicacy,—" There is not another such minister any where in these
parts as the one you have lost."
Dr. Lockwood was married, not long after his settlement at Andover, to
Anne May, of Wethersfield. They had no children. He, however, adopted
and educated a son of his brother, the Rev. James Lockwood, of Wethersfield, to whom he had been much indebted in the early part of his course.
Mrs, Lockwood died March 7, 1799, in the seventy-sixth year of her age.

NATHANIEL TAYLOR.*
1748—1800.
NATHANIEL T A Y L O R , son of Daniel Taylor, was born at Danbury,
Conn., August 27, 0 . S., 1722. He was graduated at Yale College in the
year 1745, after which, he was occupied for some time in teaching a school,
in Hampshire county, Mass. He commenced preaching at New Milford,
Conn., about the beginning of 1748, and was ordained pastor of the church
there, on the 29th of June following.
During the campaign of the year 1759, Mr. Taylor served as a Chaplain
to a regiment of Connecticut troops, under the command of Col. Nathan
Whiting, in and about Ticonderoga and Crown Point. Previous to this,
and for many years after, he was in the habit of giving instruction in the
languages to youths preparatory to their entering College. And his school
became at one time so considerable, that in tho class in Yale College that
graduated in 17(52, there were eight or ten who had been his pupils ; and
among them the late Rev. Dr. John H. Livingston of New York.
Mr, Taylor was a member of the Board of Trustees of Yale College from
IT if tUl his death,—a period of more than twenty-six years. He was
remarkably punctual in his attendance at the meetings of the Board, and in
various ways rendered important service to the College.

* Griswold's Fun. Serm.—MS from Hon D. S. Boardman.
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He was a zealous advocate of the American Revolution ; and one of the
ways in which he evinced this, was, by remitting to his people, during the
contest, an entire year's salary. This fact the parish records show, under
his hand, bearing date, April, 1779. After the establishment of the General Government, he was equally zealous to promote a spirit of due subordination, and quiet submission to the laws.
After having been for forty-one years sole pastor of the church at NewMilford, he requested that the parish would provide him a colleague. This
request was cheerfully complied with, in the settlement of the Rev. Stanley
Griswold.* After this, Mr. Taylor rarely preached in New-Milford, though
he occasionally supplied the pulpits in the neighbouring towns for a considerable time.
Mr. Taylor's last illness was a long, and tedious one. He died December
9, 1800, in the seventy-ninth year of his age, and the fifty-third of his
ministry.
Mr. Taylor's publications, so far as is known, were limited to two sermons,
namely:—a Sermon at Crown Point, at the close of the campaign, in 1762 ;
and a Sermon at the ordination of the Rev. David Brownson,t in 1764.
Both these Sermons evince a vigorous and cultivated mind, and the first
breathes a spirit of lofty patriotism.
Mr. Taylor was married, February, 1749, to Tamar, daughter of the
Rev. Daniel Boardman,!: first minister of New-Milford. She died in June,
1795.
In March, 1797, he married Mrs. Zipporah Bennett of Huntington,
originally a Miss Strong of Long Island. He had five children,—three sons
and two daughters. Two of his sons, Augustiis and William, were graduated at Yale College, but never engaged in any of the liberal professions.
His eldest son, Nathaniel, was the father of the Rev. Dr. Nathaniel Taylor,
Professor in the Theological institution connected with Yale College.

FROM THE REV THOMAS ROBBINS, D, D,
HARTFORD, September 9, 1851.

Dear Sir: I cannot say that I was ever on terms of great intimacy with the
Rev. Nathaniel Taylor, concerning whom you ask for my recollections ; and yet
I believe that my knowledge of him was sufiBcient to enable me to speak of him
with as much minuteness as the nature of j^our object requires. He resided in
the same county in which I was brought up, aud was often at my father's house ;
and, when my father was absent for some time, about the year 1793, on a mission, Mr. Taylor supplied his pulpit. I attended his funeral in December, 1800 ;
and, by request of the ministers who were present on the occasion, prepared an
obituary notice of him, which was published in one of the newspapers,
Mr, Taylor, in person, was tall and erect, possessed an uncommonly vigorous
constitution, and was active and graceful in all his movements. His countenance
was expressive of great good nature and cheerfulness, and his general manner in
* STANLEY G-KISWOLD was graduated at Yale College in 1786; was ordained at New Milford
in 1790; was dismissed in 1792; went into political life, and was a member of the Senate of the
United States from Ohio in 1809, and died in 1815, He published a Discourse delivered at New
Milford, 1800; a Discourse occasioned by the death of the Rev, Nathaniel Taylor, 1800; Overcome evil with good: A Sermon preached at Wallingford before a numerous collection of the
friends of the Constitution, Thomas Jefferson President, and Aaron Burr Vice President, 1801;
The good land we live in: A Sermon at Suffield, 1802,
t DAVID BROWNSON was graduated at Yale College in 1762; was ordained pastor of the church
in Oxford, Conn,, in 1764; was dismissed in 1779; and died in 1806,
X DANIEL BOARDMAN was born at Wethersfield, was graduated at Yale College in 1709; went
to preach as a candidate at New Milford in 1712; was ordained there, November 21, 1716; and
died August 25, 1714, in his fifty-eighth year.
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society was altogether engaging. Though he was abundant in his manifestations
of good humour, he did not lose sight of the dignity of his profession, and never,
that I am aware, acted inconsistently with it. He made himself especially
acceptable to children.
As a preacher, I should say that he held a high rank. His preaching was generally of a plain and practical cast, fitted to edify both the humbler and the more
intelligent classes. He wrote in a clear, nervous style, as the two printed sermons of his that remain, sufficiently indicate. He had a fine, manly voice, and
his manner in the pulpit, while it was free from all artificial airs, was well fitted
to awaken and hold the attention. In his intercourse with his people, he was
always afiectionate and condescending, and seemed to have an eye as well to
their temporal as their immortal interests,
Mr. Taylor's Theology was not after the strictest form of Calvinism, though it
was undoubtedly in the main Calvinistic. I suppose he sympathized much more
with President Stiles than with Dr. Bellamy ; with both of whom he was contemporary, and, I believe, more or less intimately associated, I am not aware
that he was ever charged, by any religious p a r t y , with any thing like a tendency
to extremes.
His influence as a member of society was excellent. He emphatically studied
the things that make for peace. If he knew of the existence of any thing like
dissension in a neighbourhood, or between two individuals, he could not rest
until every thing in his power was done to terminate it. He was a man of
excellent business habits, exact in keeping all his engagements, economical in his
expenditures, and yet liberal in dispensing to needy objects. No one was more
earnest than he in enjoining habits of temperance and industry. As an instance
of his providence in respect to the future, I may mention the fact that he was
greatly interested, not only in the general cultivation of the land, but especially
in the growth of various kinds of fruit trees. In short, his whole influence was
adapted to improve the physical as well as intellectual and moral condition of
society. Though half a century has passed away since he went to his rest, his
fine person, his benign aspect, his urbane manners, his good humour, and his
agreeable and useful bearing, both as a minister and a friend, return upon me in
all the vividness of fresh recollection ; and I really am not sorry that your request
has directed my thoughts into so grateful a channel.
Yours very faithfully,
THOMAS ROBBINS,
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EZRA STILES, D. D.*
1749—1795.
E Z R A S T I L E S was born at North Haven, Conn., December 10,1727.
His
paternal ancestor, John Stiles, came from Bedfordshire, England, in 1634,
bringing with him his infant son, of the same name, and settled in Windsor,
Conn., the following year. His son, named also John, had fourteen children,
two of whom, Isaac and Abel,^ were ministers of the Gospel. Isaac, father of
the subject of this sketch, was born at Windsor, 1697; was graduated at Yale
College in 1722; was settled in the ministry at North Haven, Conn,, November
11, 1724 ; and died May 14, 1760. He was married in June, 1725, to a
daughter of the Rev. Edward Taylor of Westfield, Mass., who died December 15,1727, five days after the birth of Ezra, her only child. He published
the Connecticut Election Sermon, 1742; and a Sermon at New Haven,
preached at the desire of Col. Nathan Whiting, 1755.
Ezra Stiles had from his infancy extremely delicate health,—a circumstance, which, while it kept him from the more vigorous exercises of
boyhood, may have conduced to that intellectual activity which so greatly
distinguished his subsequent life. At the age of nine years, he began the
study of Latin; and, under the instruction of his father, was prepared, at
twelve, for admission to Yale College. He did not enter, however, until
September, 1742, when he was in his fifteenth year. He found an able
instructor and faithful friend in his principal Tutor, Mr. (afterwards Judge)
Darling of Woodbridge. In consequence of the partial failure of the
pecuniary means, which had been provided for his support in College, he
was thrown, in some degree, upon the patronage of friends ; but his amiable
disposition and promising talents soon secured to him all necessary aid.
He completed his collegiate course at the age of nineteen, with the reputation of being one of the most accomplished scholars that had ever left the
institution.
I n November following, he made a public profession of religion, and
became a member of the church at North Haven, of which his father was
pastor. Soon after this, he returned to New Haven, tbat he might again
enjoy its literary society, and avail himself of the advantages of the College
library. Ho found here a delightful home in the family of Capt, (afterwards General) David Wooster. Devoting himself assiduously to study, he
now drew up a series of rules for the conduct of his life, which, recognising
himself as a " citizen of the intellectual world, and a subject of its Almighty
Lawgiver and Judge," closed with the resolution " I shall, from this time,
devote iny life to the service of God, my country, and mankind."
In 1749, two years after his graduation, he was chosen a Tutor in Yale
College,—an appointment in which he rejoiced, as he said,—" not so much
for the honour of the ofiice, as for the advantage of a longer residence at
that seat of the Muses."
* Dana's Fun, Serm,—Holmes' Life of Stiles,—Baldwin's Annals of Yale College.
f A B E L STILES was born at Windsor, Conn.; was graduated at Yale College in 1733; was Tutor
there in 1736 and 1737; was ordained pastor of a church in Woodstock, July 27, 1737; and died
July 25, 1783, iu the seventy-fifth year of his age.
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Dr. Franklin, having already made his first experiments in electricity,
sent, soon after, an electrical apparatus to Yale College, The philosophical
tastes and previous studies of IMr, Stiles had prepared him to appreciate
and profit by tho gift. In connection with one of his fellow Tutors, he
entered with great zeal upon this new field of philosophical investigation,
and performed the first electrical experiments ever made in New England.
At the same time, having previously devoted himself to the work of the
Christian ministry, he did not neglect his Theological studies. He was
licensed by the New Haven Association of Ministers, and preached his first
sermon at West Haven, in June, 1749. At the ensuing Commencement, he
received the degree of Master of Arts, and pronounced a Valedictory
oration.
In April, 1750, he made a journey to Stockbridge, and visited the Housatonnoc tribe of Indians. He preached among them with such acceptance
and success, that he was earnestly solicited by tbe Society for propagating
the Gospel among the Indians, to take charge of the Mis,sion there, recently
vacated by the death of the Rev. John Sergeant,—a proposition which the
state of his health obliged him to decline. In December of that year he pronounced an elegant Latin oration on the death of Governor Law. In-1752.
fifty years from the first Commencement of Yale College, at the request of
the President of the institution, he delivered a Half-Century oration in
Latin. He was invited, the same year, to settle in the ministry at Kensington, Conn., but, finding his strength yet unequal to tbe duties of the pastoral
ofiice, he declined the invitation. Continued ill health, in connection with
other circumstances, led liim at length to turn his attention to the profession
of Law. He took the Attorney's oath at New Haven in 1753, and, for the
two following years, practised at the bar. During this period, he made
himself familiar with tbe great principles of natural and national law, and
laid the foundation of a political and legal knowledge, which was of great
service to him in after life.
At the College Commencement in 1753, he delivered a Latin oration
commemorative of the celebrated Bishop Berkeley, who had been a warm
friend and benefactor of the institution. Finding that his health was not
yet confirmed, he resolved to make an effort for its complete restoration,
and spent the greater part of the subsequent summer and autumn in journeying on horseback. He attended the annual College Commenceuients both
at Cambridge and at Princeton, and received from President Holyoke of the
former institution the degree of Master of Arts. In February, 1755, he
pronounced a Latin oration iu honour of Dr. Franklin, on occasion of his
visiting New lluvcn, and he now commenced an acquaintance with that
great man, which grew into a cordial friendship tbat was terminated only by
death. In April following he was invited to preach to the Second church
in Newport, R. I. ; and, with the hope of improving his health, be accepted
the invitation: the result was tliat he received a unanimous call to liecome
their pastor. This call occasioned him great enibarrassnient; as he had
previously determined to continue in the profession of the Law, and had
gone to Newport without any idea of devoting himself permanently to the
ministrv. But the advice of his friends, combining with bis own ultimate
views of usefulness and duty, led liim at leu'itb to accept tho invitation, and
he was accordingly ordained on the 22d of October, 1755. His venerable
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father preached on the occasion from 2 Tim., i : 1. " Thou therefore, my
son, be strong in the grace which is in Christ Jesus."
From a " b i r t h day memoir" written by Mr. Stiles in 1767, it appears
that tbe years which passed between the completion of his collegiate course
and his settlement in the ministry^ embraced the most critical period of his
whole inner life. During a great part of this time, his mind was much
distressed with doubts respecting the fundamental doctrines of religion. " I
had not indeed a disbelief," said he, " but I was in a state of skepticism,
and ardently sought a clear belief of the being and attributes of God." A
thorough examination of Dr. Clarke's " Demonstration," and, above all,
attention to the structure of the surrounding world, established him in this
particular ; but, in 1750, a conversation with a young gentleman of his
acquaintance excited in his mind serious doubts respecting Revelation itself.
" These," says he, " cost me many a painful hour. By this time I was so
thoroughly acquainted with tlie Scriptures, that I had no doubt whatever
of the fundamental doctrines of Revelation; but I had strong doubts whether
the whole was not a fable and a delusion." Having no friend near from
whom he could seek counsel and assistance, and his doubts still increasing,
he was led to the determination to lay aside preaching altogether ; and his
infirm health seemed to furnish an apology for his doing so. He did not,
however, rest in this state of doubt and darkness. He applied himself with
new diligence to the study of the Bible. He earnestly sought light and
direction from above. He endeavoured to live in conscientious obedience to
the Divine requirements. And pursuing this course, his doubts at length
entirely left him. He counted it a signal interposition of Divine Providence,
that, just as he had emerged from the darkness of skepticism, the unexpected call of the church in Newport opened a way for his immediate settlement in the Gospel ministry.
Mr. Stiles was married, in February, 1757, to Elizabeth, daughter of
Col. John Hubbard of New Haven, a lady every way worthy of his confidence and affection, and whose judicious management of his household left
him with his whole time for literary pursuits and pastoral duties.
During his residence in Newport, he devoted himself assiduously to the
work of the ministry, as well as to those literary and scientific investigations
in which he so greatly delighted.
Nothing seemed to escape the attention of his inquisitive mind. He
wrote a letter in Latin to the Principal of the Jesuit's College in Mexico,
to ascertain what discoveries had been made on the American Continent
North of California. By means of a correspondent in London, he endeavoured to obtain the earliest intelligence of European travel and discovery on
the Northwest coast. Meeting with a learned Jew from Syria, he wrote in
Latin to a Greek ecclesiastic in that country, to obtain, if possible, an exact
geographical description of Palestine, a map of the region, and an account
of tbe religious rites and political condition of the inhabitants of Central
and Southwestern Asia. He directed his attention to the character and
customs of the North American Indians,—commenced a course of experiments in chemistry, and, having received Fahrenheit's thermometer from Dr.
Franklin, he began a series of meteorological observations, which he
continued witb little interruption till his death. In 1765, he wrote to the
Principal of the University at Copenhagen, making inquiries concerning
ancient manuscripts, which had been recently brought from the East, and
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deposited in that institution ; and the year following he addressed a letter
to a gentleman, who, for thirty years, had resided in Hindostan, requesting
information concerning the Hindoo Shasters, and the manuscript copy of
the Pentateuch, supposed to be possessed by the Jews in Cochin China.
In 1765, he received the degree of Doctor of Divinity from the College
of Edinburgh; in 1780, from Dartmouth College; and in 1784, the
same degree, as also that of Doctor of Laws, from the College of NewJersey.
In 1767, —having entered the fortieth year of his age, he began the study
of the Hebrew language, and pursued it with such success, that, in a single
month, he read the whole book of Psalms, and translated it into Latin.
He began, almost immediately after, the study of other Oriental languages.
Amid these literary occupations, he did not neglect the more immediate
duties of bis profession.
Though the early years of his ministry seem to
have passed without any very marked success, we find him writing to Dr.
Welles in 1766—" I am stationed in a very difficult part of my Lord's
vineyard,—though, I thank God, with great tranquillity and happiness in
my fiock," The year 1770 appears, however, to have been one in which a
more than ordinary blessing attended his labours, A considerable number
were added to his church,—a fact to which he alludes in his diary witb
many expressions of gratitude.
He began, the same year, a series of
monthly meetings among tbe members of his church, for their personal religious improvement,—an exercise which he continued until the final dispersion of his congregation in 1776. He interested himself in the welfare of
the coloured members of his flock, and often assembled them for religious
instruction in his study.
In the year 1773, Dr. Stiles formed an acquaintance with a learned Jewish Rabbi,—Isaac Carigal, who had travelled very extensively, and had then
recently settled in Newport. He found in him not only a literary, but a
personal, friend, with whom he kept up an active correspondence in Hebrew,
for several subsequent years.
But neither his intellectual activity, nor his deep interest in the spiritual
welfare of his people, could exempt him from severe trials. A foreigner,
who, during the Doctor's absence on a journey, had been admitted to his
pulpit, and who, on account of his suspicious character and offensive doctrines, was discountenanced by him on his return, had ingratiated himself
with a portion of the congregation, and excited them against their pastor.
The circumstance is chiefiy important, as it beautifully illustrates Dr. Stiles'
Christian spirit. Convinced that God has wise ends in letting loose the disturbers of Zion's peace, he was led carefully to examine his conduct and
preaching, to find out, if possible, wherefore it was that God was thus dealing with him ; while he endeavoured to resign himself quietly to the Divine
will, aud commit himself and his people wholly to the Divine guidance.
" I have no more any dependance," says he, "on my own prudence, or on
the stability of the affections of man, but rely alone on God,"
He was soon after called to drink deeply of the cup of domestic sorrow.
His wife, wliose private virtues and extensive charities had won the
respect and affection of all who knew her, died of a pulmonary affection, May
'-'•'• 177,'). In IIX'2, he was married, a second time, to Mrs, Mary Checkley,
wi'low of William Checkley of Providence,—who survived him. He had
VOL, L
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eight children,—all by the first marriage ; one of whom, Ezra, was graduated at Yale College in 1778, and died in North Carolina, August 22, 1784.
The disturbed state of public affairs must, however, have diverted his
mind, in some degree, from his personal afflictions. The war of the Revolution had now begun. In consequence of tbe exposed situation of the
Atlantic towns,—Newport particularly, many of the inhabitants left their
homes. And though Dr. S. removed with his family to Dighton, he still
continued his ministrations to the remnant of his flock at Newport, until
the occupation of the town by the British troops. His congregation being
now entirely broken up, he received several earnest solicitations to engage
elsewhere in ministerial labour. In April, 1777, he acceded to the unanimous request of tbe North church and society in Portsmouth, N. H., to
become their pastor. He removed thither the following month; but had
hardly begun his labours, when he was called, in the providence of God, to
enter upon a field of more extensive usefulness.
The Piev. Dr. Daggett having recently resigned the Presidency of Yale
College,—the eyes of the Corporation turned at once to Dr. Stiles, as the
most suitable person to fill, the vacant office. On the 27th of September, he
received official notice of his election ; but, unwilling to act in so important
a matter without mature deliberation, he took a journey to Connecticut,
and, on the 5th of November, m"et tbe Corporation of the College. The
day following, they unanimously elected him to the Professorship of Ecclesiastical History, in connection with the Presidency. After much deliberation, he accepted the appointment of both President and Professor; aud,
having removed with his family to New Haven in June, 1778, he entered at
once upon his official duties. The ceremony of his inauguration took place
on the 8th of J u l y ; on which occasion he delivered a learned and brilliant
Latin Oration.
Dr. Stiles brought to his new field of labour that untiring industry and
activity for which he was so much distinguished. He gave instruction to
the students in Hebrew, and other oriental languages. He commenced a
course of public Lectures on Ecclesiastical History, which he continued
weekly, with little interruption, till the time of' his death. On the decease
of Professor Daggett in 1780, he discharged the duties of the Professor of
Divinity; besides which, he gave, each week, one or two dissertations on
some philosophical or astronomical subject. In addition to these labours,—
Professor Strong being absent from the College, and there being a temporary
vacancy in tbe Tutorship,—beside his daily instruction of the senior class,
he now attended a daily recitation of the junior class in philosophy. In
effect, therefore, he filled three Professorships and the Presidency at the
same time.
In consequence of the unsettled state of the country, the annual Commencement of the College was not held in public till 1781. On this occasion, it being the first after his accession to the Presidency, Dr. Stiles
delivered, in the morning, an oration in Hebrew on Oriental literature, and
in the afternoon, introduced tbe usual performances with an oration in Latin.
The College began now rapidly to grow in public favour, and the number
of students was greater than it bad been for many years.
Controversies respecting the Constitution of the College had existed in
the State for many years; and, while they rendered the institution unpopular, had greatly impaired its usefulness. On the one hand, it was contend-
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ed that the Legislature had a right to appoint a Board of Visitors to
examine into the condition of the College, and either rectify such abuses as
they should find there, or report them to the Assembly; and, on the other
hand, this was denounced as an unreasonable and illegal interference. In
this state of affairs, the Legislature had steadfastly refused to render the
College any pecuniary assistance ; and, though its committees had not been
backward, from year to year, in proposing alterations of the College Charter,
they never could be brought to any thing definite as to the amount of aid
which the Legislature would afford the College, as a compensation for sharing in its internal management, or as an earnest of future favour.
From his first taking the Presidential chair, he was anxious to secure an
arrangement by which some of the prominent civilians in the State should
be associated with the Fellows in the management of the institution; and,
m 1792, chiefly through the influence of the Hon. James Hillhouse, such
an arrangement was finally made.
It will readily be supposed that, with his ardent zeal for civil and
religious liberty, Dr. Stiles was a devoted friend to the cause of American
Independence. His far-reaching mind led him, as early as 1760, to anticipate the coming struggle and its glorious results. In a sermon delivered
on occasion of the capture of Montreal, and the reduction of Canada,—he
has these prophetic words in respect to our country :—" I t is probable that
in time there will be formed a Provincial Confederacy, and a Common
Council, standing on free provincial suffrage ; and this may in time terminate in an Imperial Diet, when the imperial dominion will subsist, as it
might, in election." He lived to see the " Imperial D i e t " realized in the.
Continental Congress.
On Friday, May 8, 1795, President Stiles was seized with a violent bilious fever, which he was soon convinced would terminate in death. But
for this event he was not unprepared. " I do not doubt," said he, " t h e
sufficiency of the Redeemer, or the mercy of God ; but the want of purity
makes me afraid to appear before a God of infinite purity." This fear,
however, did not long distress him. H e continued indeed to pant after
more of the holiness of Heaven ; but his views of the upper world grew
brighter, the nearer he approached it. On the afternoon of Tuesday, the
12th, he took an affecting leave of each member of his family, who was
present, and sent dying messages to his absent children. To two students
of College, he said, as he called them to his bedside,—" Above all, seek
religion, read the Bible, and follow the example of Christ. What I now
say to you, I say to all College. Tell the scholars what I tell you,
that I wish them happy, and hope they will have a better President than I
have been." He survived till about six o'clock in the evening, and then, in
perfect tranquillity, breathed his last. His funeral was attended on Thursday
following, when the Rev. Dr. Dana preached a sermon, which was afterwards published.
_ The following is a list of Dr. Stiles' publications:—A Funeral Oration
in Latin on Governor Law, 1751. A Discourse on Christian Union, preached before the Congregational ministers of Rhode Island, 1760. A Sermon
»t the installation of the Rev. Samuel Hopkins, 1770. A Latin Oration
on bis induction to his office as President, 1778. A Sermon on the
^eatb of Dr. Daggett, 1780. Election Sermon, 1783. Account of the
wttlement of Bristol, 1785. A Sermon at the ordination of Henry Chan-
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ning, 1787. History of the three J u d g e s of Charles I . , 1 7 9 5 . H e left an
unfinished Ecclesiastical H i s t o r y of New E n g l a n d , and more than forty
volumes of manuscripts.

FROM THE HON. EZEKIEL BACON,
C O M P T E O L L E R OF T H E T R E A S U R Y

OF T H E U N I T E D

STATES,

UTICA, November 7, 1848.

My dear Sir : Although my mind still retains a very vivid impression of the
personal appearance, the manners, habits, and costume, (including the full
bottomed wig and cocked h a t , ) as also of the exuberant richness of the classical
and literary accomplishments, by which Dr, Stiles was distinguished, yet I know
not that I can furnish any thing tending to illustrate his character, beyond that
of which yourself and the public are already well cognizant. My knowledge of
him was acquired chiefly during my connection with Yale College, as an undergraduate, between the years of 1790 and 1794, while I was passing from fourteen
to eighteen years of age, and without, as I suppose, any extraordinary habits of
observation,
I well recollect the first impression that I received of his venerable person,
when, with an anxious heart, and tremulous step, I entered his study to encounter my probationar}' examination, as a candidate for admission to the Freshman class. He must have been then verging towards seventy years of age. He
was sitting robed in his rich dressing gown and a black velvet cap: his wig I had
passed in a box made to give it a temporary lodgment in his entrance hall. However, his examination was by no means a very severe one; and he readily agreed to
pass me on to the hands of my designated Tutor, During the first three years
of my noviciate, I came but little in personal contact with the President, or under
his immediate tutelage; but saw him daily at evening prayers in the chapel,
which service he usually performed in his own person, I ought to acknowledge,
however, that I had sometimes,—too often for my own reputation,—occasion to
attend upon him in his study, by special invitation, to be reminded of some little
College delinquencies or transgressions, which certainly were never visited with
any undue severity,
A much less close observer of men .and things than I then was, could not, I
think, have failed to become impressed, even upon a casual introduction, with
the remarkable dignity of Dr. Stiles' personal carriage. In his intercourse with
his pupils, there was an air of authority and even majesty, that was well fltted
to impress them with awe; and yet there were times when his manner relaxed
into considerable freedom. This was particularly the case, when he saw them
listening with great apparent interest to his animated discoursings on some of his
favorite topics of antiquarian research, ancient and foreign languages, or other
matters of learned lore; in all of which, he was a deep proficient, and most
ardent enthusiast. Indeed he was, undoubtedly, what he has ever been reputed
to be, in the strict sense of that term, a thoroughljr accomplished scholar.
He was, or at least seemed.to all transgressing Neophytes to have been, uncommonly sedulous to carry out, to the letter, the whole collegiate code of laws, as
they were enacted and promulgated at that day. Some of these would now be
deemed worthy of a place among the old " blue laws " of Connecticut, The
most absurd and ridiculous of all, perhaps, were those which bound the freshmen
not only to a respectful deference, but even a menial subjection, to the higher
classes; and, if an appeal happened to be made by a freshman to the President,
from the arbitrary requirements of his superiors in rank, it was almost sure to
be met in the spirit of stern resistance. Every unfortunate oifender against these
rigid enactments had occasion
" To know him well as every truant knew,"
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But, notwithstanding all Dr. Stiles' personal dignity and official sternness, he
was unquestionably a man of great general benevolence,—in the best sense, a
philanthropist. He did every thing con amore,—in the spirit of a kindling and
generous enthusiasm. He was, as might be expected from these general developments, a very ardent patriot, and a deeply interested friend of freedom, in all
the relations of man to his fellow man, and to the organized institutions of
society Perhaps he might be properly ranked among the radical Democrats of
his day—witness his history of the judges, and his far famed Election sermon.
Jly recollections of this venerable man, are, as you perceive, rather general
than particular; and the more important materials for illustrating either his
history or his character, may be much better gathered from the garner of other
and greater reapers and gleaners in the biographical field.
I am, with much regard, faithfully yours',
EZEKIEL BACON.

FROM THE HON. JOHN WOOD WORTH,
JUDGE OF THE SUPREME COURT OF NEW TORE.

Dear Sir: You request me to give you a sketch of the character of Dr. Stiles,
late President of Yale College, according to my impressions derived from a residence of four years in that seminary.
Owing to circumstances not necessary to be related, I received from him very
particular attention during my collegiate life; and I have a clear recollection of
some things that may aid in the delineation of his character, upon which the
"annorum series et fuga temporum " have not placed tbe seal of oblivion.
President Stiles, in person, was small and delicate, but symmetrical in his proportions. He had a penetrating eye, a clear and strong voice, and a countenance
that could express mildness or authority, as occasion required. His manners
united, in an uncommon degree, grace and dignity; and he could render himself
equally acceptable to the higher and the lower classes. He was remarkable also
for his simplicity and frankness; he was " an Israelite indeed in whom there was
no guile," He was uncommonly exact in all his habits, physical, intellectual,
and moral; and to this no doubt it was owing, in a great degree, that his life was
so long, and his attainments so rich and extensive. In his intercourse with his
students, he was condescending and affectionate; and though he always rigidly
mamtained his dignity, yet it was difficult for any student to feel that the President was not his friend. It was sometimes my privilege, during my College course,
to see him in his family; and he appeared there as a very patriarch. Indeed he
sustained every relation in life, in a manner worthy at once of an accomplished
gentleman and a Christian sage.
Dr. Stiles was distinguished for his exemplary observance of the Sabbath.
He preached but seldom,-^the public services of the College chapel being generally
performed by the Rev. Dr, Wales, who was, at that time, Professor of Divinity.
At this late day, I have a vivid recollection of some of Dr. Wales' sermons; aud
I can truly say that of all that constitutes pulpit eloquence, I consider him as
having been among the finest specimens I have ever known. So dignified was
his appearance in the pulpit, so admirable was his voice both in modulation and
in power, and so impressive was his manner of presenting momentous truth,
that, though most of the students manifested but little interest in religious things,
it was not uncommon for them, under his preaching, to feel an awe upon their
spirits; and sometimes, Felix-like, they were actually brought to tremble. But
his light was of short continuance; for, before the close of my college course, he
^as stricken down by a malady in which the body and mind shared together.
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and which, after a few years, reached a fatal termination, " M u l t i s ille bonis
flebilis occidit,"
President Stiles was undoubtedly among the most learned men of his day.
Possessing by nature an ardent thirst for knowledge, and a wonderful facility at
acquiring it, and withal being, from early life, a most vigorous student, and
enjoying the best advantages, there was scarcely a department of literature or
science in which he was not quite at home; while, iuosome branches, he was
confessedly without a rival, at least on this side of the Atlantic, I well remember
his partiality for the Hebrew, and the glowing manner in which he recommended
to my class the study of it; though, I believe, up to the time of leaving College
at least, we none of us profited greatly by his recommendation, I apprehend
that no American, educated in this country, has had a more accurate knowledge
than he of the Latin, He cori-esponded extensively in that language, and wrote
it apparently with as much ease as his mother tongue. He was a correspondent
of the late Reverend and learned Dr, Westerlo of this city, who was educated at
an European University; and I believe their communications were always in
Latin, I seldom returned from College to visit my parents, at the commencement
of vacation, or returned to College at its close, without being the bearer of letters
from these venerable men to each other.
I t was expected that, at the public Commencement, whenever the Governor of
the State attended, the Salutatory Oration should contain an address to him.
On one year during my connection with College, it was not ascertained until the
day immediately preceding the Commencement, that Governor Huntington would
be present, and the Salutatory orator had not prepared an address. The time
was short, and the necessary preparation for the next day almost forbade the
attempt to write a composition in Latin, during the few remaining hours. In
this emergency, the President took up his pen, and before the parties separated,
produced the desired address, which was marked by classical purity, and was
beautifully appropriate to the occasion, I notice thia incident as illustrating
his readiness and sivill in the Latin language.
The mind of Dr, Stiles was remarkable for inquisitiveness. Not satisfied with
a general knowledge of any subject, he endeavoured to make himself acquainted
with the most minute particulars; and, perhaps he devoted more time than most
persons would deem expedient to the gratification of a laudable curiosity.
Some estimate of hjs character in this respect may be formed by reading his Lives
of Three of the Judges of Charles the First, I am inclined to think that he was
justly chargeable with excessive credulity, and that he not unfrequently received
for truth statements supported by questionable evidence; but I never knew that
his facility at believing ever led him into any serious or dangerous error,
I have a strong impression that President Stiles was averse to controversy on
Theological subjects. While he held firmly and valued highly his own convictions,
he was willing that others should think for themselves, and was disposed to a
charitable appreciation of the motives of opposing sects and parties. I remember
an anonymous attack that was made upon him, as it was supposed, by an individual of high standing, in consequence of some remarks in his Election Sermon,
touching the subject of Church Government, The article was written with great
severity, and could have easily enough been replied t o ; but the Doctor's
characteristic forbearance and meekness led him to pass it by unnoticed.
After leavino; Collea-e I saw President Stiles but once. We met in New Haven,
•

•

T

a short time previous to his death. He received me with great affection, 1
judged from his appearance that the time of his departure was at hand; but his
mind was manifestly unclouded and serene. The interview was brief; but I well
remember that he made some impressive and touching remarks in respect to the
scones that would soon open upon us beyond the vail, I was an attentive listener
to all that fell from him; and every thing in his appearance and conversation indi-
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cated the most mature preparation for joining the General Assembly of the just.
He gave me his parting blessing, I hoped against hope that his life might be
preserved a few years longer; for there was no one to whom I could say with
more sincerity,—" Serus in coelum redeas,"
I am with great regard,
Respectfully yours,
ALBANY, December 1,1847
JOHN WOODWORTH,

NAPHTALI DAGGETT, D. D.*
1751—1780.
N A P H T A L I DAGGETT was born in Attleborough, Mass., September 8,
1727. The Rev. Solomon Reed, then a licentiate, and afterwards settled
successively at Framingham and Middleborough, took him and two other
young men in the vicinity of Attleborough as charity scholars, with a view
to educate them liberally for the ministry. He placed them under the
tuition of Mr, (afterwards the Rev. Dr.) James Cogswell, who was, at that
time, teaching a school in Plainfield, Conn., but who subsequently became
pastor of a church in Canterbury. Mr. Daggett, having remained a year
and a half at Plainfield, removed to Abington, Mr. Reed's native place,
where he still prosecuted his studies under Mr. Reed's direction. In the
summer of 1744, Mr. Reed took his three pupils to Cambridge with a view
to offer them for admission to College ; but some unexpected difficulties
having arisen in regard to their being admitted to an examination,—difficulties, it would seem, connected with the theological controversies of the day,
and which Mr. Reed's efforts, seconded by those of the Rev. Mr. Weld of
Attleborough, could not overcome,—he brought young Daggett and one other
ofhis wards to New Haven, and entered them as Freshmen in Yale College,
m the autumn of the same year. Daggett was a good scholar, and graduated
with reputation in 1748. In 1751, he became the pastor of a Presbyterian
church at Smithtown, Long Island, where he laboured diligently and acceptably for about five years. In 1755, he was chosen Professor of Divinity
m Yale College, and was inducted into office, March 4, 1756. The duties
of this ofiice he continued to discharge for twenty-five years,' and until his
death. He was also, at the time of Mr. Clap's resignation of the Presidency of the College, in September, 1766, chosen President pro tempore;
and in this capacity he continued to officiate until April, 1777, when he
tendered his resignation of the office.
The Corporation, on that occasion,
"returned him their thanks for all his painful and faithful services for the
advantage of the College ; wishing him a happy repose, future usefulness in
life, and an abundant reward in the world above."
He received the
degree of Doctor of Divinity from the College of New Jersey in 1774, He
died after a short illness, on the 25th of November, 1780, in the fifty-fourth
year of his age. His funeral was attended, November 27th, with every
demonstration of respect. President Stiles preached on the occasion, and

•Stilts' Fun, Serm.—Stiles' MS. diary.—Dwight's Statistical account of New Haven.—
o&ldffin-s Annals of Yale College.
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a Latin funeral oration was delivered by Mr. John Barnett, a Junior
Bachelor and resident graduate.
According to the testimony of President Stiles, Dr. Daggett wrote "very
few sermons after the year 1761, and seldom lectured on week days."
This, however, was not strange, considering that for eleven years the duties
of the Presidency, in addition to those of the Professorship, were devolved
upon him, and towards the close of his life, his health was infirm. The
number of his written Sermons was about five hundred.
Dr. Daggett, shortly after tbe dark day in 1780, published in one of the
newspapers some account of the phenemenon as it occurred at New Haven,
which he concluded in the following characteristic manner : — " The appearance was indeed uncommon, and the cause unknown; yet there is no reason
to consider it as supernatural or ominous. I t is therefore hoped that no
persons, whether of a vapoury constitution of body, or an enthusiastic turn
of mind, will be in the least terrified by i t ; or inspired to prophesy any
future events till they shall come to pass.'
President Daggett kept remarkably aloof from the religious controversies
of his time, and contented himself to preach what he believed to be the
truth, without combatting what lie regarded the erroneous speculations of
others. Pursuing this inoffensive course, he kept on good terms with different parties who were at variance with each other.
His orthodoxy, however, taking the Assembly's Catechism as a standard, was unquestionable.
President Stiles says that " h e was a good classical scholar, well versed in
moral philosophy, and a learned Divine."
The following is a list of Dr. Daggett's publications : A Sermon on the
death of President Clap, 1767 A Sermon at the installation of the Rev.
Nathaniel Sherman,* 1768. A Sermon at the death of Mr. Job Lane,
1768. A Sermon at the ordination of the Rev. Ebenezer Baldwin, 1770.
A Sermon at the ordination of the Rev. Joseph Howe, 1773.
FROM THE HON. ELIZUR GOODRICH, L L.D.
MEMBER OF CONGRESS AND PROFESSOR OF LAW IN TALE COLLEGE,

NEW HAVEN, October 16, 1849.

My dear Sir: jMy father promised, at your request, when you wore here last
winter, to put on paper any reminiscences that might occur to him of his old
instructor, the Rev. Naphtali Daggett, D, D, A few days after, he was taken
severely ill, and was for some months unable to give any attention to the subject.
After his health 'improved, he found it more convenient, being in the eighty-ninth
year of his age, to use my hand in making the communication you requested, I
therefore give you the facts, exactly as he related them, using to a considerable
extent his own language,
" My first recollections of Dr, Daggett, go back to the autumn of 1775, when
I entered Yale College. In person he was of about the middle height, strong
framed, inclining to be corpulent, slow in his gait and somewhat clumsy in his
movements. When I first knew him, he was about forty-eight years old, and
had been twenty years Professor of Divinity, and nine years President. When
appointed to the latter station, there was no expectation of uniting the two offices
in the same individual; and he took the Presidency only for a time, until a proper
person could be found to fill it. This proved more difiicult than was expected;
and he continued to hold the office until I was a Junior in College, in the year
* NATHANIEL SHERMAN was born at Newton, Mass., March 5, 1724; was graduated at
Princeton in 1753; ordained at Bedford, Mass,, Feb. 18,1756; dismissed Dec, 17, 1767;
installed at Mount Carmel, Conn,, May 18, 1768; and died July 18, 1797, aged seventy-four.
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J778. There was a story among the students on this subject, which illustrates
one prominent characteristic of the clergy of that day,—I mean, a love of drollery
and of keen retort. ' Good morning, Mr. President, pro tempore,' said one of
his clerical brethren, on some public occasion, bowing very profoundly, and laying
a marked emphasis on the closing words of his title, ' Did you ever hear of a
President, pro aternitate ?' said the old gentleman in reply, drawing himself up
with an assumed air of stateliness, and turning the laugh of the whole company
on his assailant. There was hardly any thing which the old clergy loved better
at their occasional meetings than such a keen. encounter of the wits.
" For about three years after I entered College, the Faculty consisted of Dr,
Daggett, who was President and Professor of Divinity, the Rev, Nehemiah
Strong,* Professor of Mathematics and Natural Philosophy, and two or three
Tutors, It was in the midst of the Revolutionary war, and the number of students was greater than at any former period;—many young men having been
placed in the institution by their parents, to prevent them from being drafted
into the army. The agitated state of the country was unfavourable to study.
The neighbourhood of New Haven was, at one time, so drained of provisions for
the public service that it became necessary to dismiss College for want of a competent supply of food for the consumers. Our proximity to New York,
which was occupied by the enemy, created great anxiety for the safety of the
students; and the Corporation at last decided to remove the students into the
country. For nearly two years, the classes were distributed into different towns
in the interior; two at Glastonbury, one at Farmington, and one at Wethersfield,
Dr. Daggett, in the mean time, remained at New Haven in charge of the College
buildings and other property, without being statedly engaged in preaching or
instruction. For several years, there were no regular Commencements,—the
graduating classes received their degrees in private. In 1778, Dr, Stiles, who
had some time before been elected President, entered on the duties of his office.
The exercises of CoUege had already been resumed in New Haven, Dr, Daggett
was now freed from the responsibilities of the Presidency, and recommenced his
labours as Professor of Divinity, preaching to the students regularly in the chapel
on the Sabbath,
" These labours were continued about a year, during which the institution
was in a state of increasing prosperity under the new President, when every
thmg was thrown into confusion by rumours of a meditated attack on the town
by the British under General Tryon. It soon came. On the evening of the'
4th of July, 1779, a force of twenty-five hundred men, which had. previously
sailed from New York, landed in the South part of West Haven, a parish of New
Haven, about five miles from the centre of the town. College was of course
broken up; and the students, with many of the inhabitants, prepared to flee on
the morrow into the neighbouring country. To give more time for preparation,
and especially for the removal of goods, a volunteer company of about a hundred
young men was formed, not with the expectation of making any serious stand
against such a force, but simply of retarding or diverting its march. In common
with others of the students, I was one of the number; and I well remember the
surprise we felt the next morning, July 5th, as we were marching over West Bridge
towards the enemy, to see Dr, Daggett riding furiously by us on his old black
•"are, with his long fowling-piece in his hand, ready for action. We knew the
old gentleman had studied the matter thoroughly, and satisfied his own mind as
to the right and propriety of fighting it out; but we were not quite prepared to
•NEHEMIAH STRONO was bom at Northampton, Mass., in 1728; was graduated at Yale
College in 1755; was chosen Tutor in the College In 1767, and continued in the office three
y«i«; was soon after settled as a minister in tlie parish of Turkey Hills in Simsbury, now
*»>ihy; was chosen to the Professorship of Mathematics and Natural Philosophy in Yale College
™ 1770 i resigned the office in 1781, and spent the remainder of his life in retirement. He died
MBridgeport, Conn,, August 12, 1807, in the eightieth year of his age.
VOL. I.
61
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see him come forth in so gallant a style to carry his principles into practice.
Giving him a hearty cheer as he passed, we turned down towards West Haven
at the foot of the Milford HiUs, while he ascended a little to the West, and took
his station in a copse of wood where he seemed to be reconnoitering the enemy,
like one who was determined to " bide his t i m e . " As we passed on towards the
South, we met an advanced guard of the British; and taking our stand at a line
of fence, we fired upon them several times, and then chased them the length of
three or four fields, as they retreated; until we suddenly found ourselves involved
with the main body, and in danger of being surrounded. I t was now our turn
to run, and we did for our lives. Passing by Dr, Daggett in his station on the
hill, we retreated rapidly across West Bridge, which was instantly taken down
by persons who stood ready for the purpose, to prevent the enemy from entering
the town by that road. In the mean time, Dr, Daggett, as we heard the story
afterwards, stood his ground manfully, while the British columns advanced
along the foot of the hill,—determined to have the battle himself as we had left
him in the lurch; and using his fowling-piece now and then to excellent efi'ect, as
occasion offered, under the cover of the bushes. But this could not last long.
A detachment was sent up the hill-side to look into the matter; and the commanding ofiicer coming suddenly, to his great surprise, on a single individual in
a black coat blazing away in this style, cried out, " W h a t are you doing there,
you old fool, firing on His Majesty's troops ?" " Exercising
the rights of
war," says the old gentleman. The very audacity of the reply, and the mixture of drollery it contained, seemed to amuse the oificer, " If I let you go this
time, you rascal," says he, " w i l l you ever fire again on the troops of His
Majesty,'"' " Nothing more likely," said the old gentleman, in his dry way.
This was too much for fiesh and blood to bear; and it is a wonder they did not
put a bullet through him on the spot. However, they dragged him down to the
head of the column, and as they were necessitated by the destruction of West
Bridge to turn their course two miles farther North to the next bridge above,
they placed him at their head and compelled him to lead the way, I had gone
into the meadows, in the mean time, on the opposite side of the river, half a mile
distant, and kept pace with the march as they advanced towards the North, It
was, I think, the hottest day I ever knew
The stoutest men were almost
melted with the heat. In this way they drove the old gentleman before them at
mid-day under the burning sun, round through Westville about five miles into
the town, pricking him forward with their bayonets when his strength failed,
and when he was ready to sink to the ground from utter exhaustion. Thus they
marched him into New Haven, shooting down one and another of the unofiending
inhabitants as they passed through the streets, and keeping him in utter uncertainty whether they had not been reserving him for the same fate. When they
reached the green, he was recognized by one of the very few tories in the place,
who had come forward to welcome the troops, and at his request was finaUy
dismissed. His life was, for some time, in danger from extreme exhaustion, and
from the wounds he had received.
He did, however, so far recover his strength
as to preach regularly in the chapel, a part of the next year; but his death was
no doubt hastened by his sufferings on that occasion. He died about sixteen
months after,
" Dr. Daggett was President nine years before I entered College, and these
undoubtedly formed the most successful part of his administration. The three
years during which I knew him in this character were, for reasons stated above,
years of confusion and disorder, I was never under his immediate tuition, and
therefore cannot speak from personal observation of his habits as a teacher; but
I always understood from those who preceded me in College, that his instructions
in mental and moral science were highly estimated, as clear, judicious, and conclusive. All that I knew of him would lead me to coincide in the testimony of Dr
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Dwight, who says ' Dr Daggett was respectable as a scholar, a Divine and a
preacher. He had very j u s t conceptions of the manner in which a College should
be governed, but was not equally happy in the mode of administering its discipline. A number of persons -were not willing to do justice to his merits,' I can
explain what Dr. Dwight probably referred to in this last remark. It was during
the Presidency of Dr. Daggett that the study of the belles lettres was first
cultivated in Yale College. A number of men, afterwards highly distinguished
throughout the country for the brilliancy of their genius, devoted themselves to
elegant literature from about 1770 onward; among whom m a y b e mentioned as
known by their subsequent titles, the Rev, Joseph Howe of Boston, the Rev. Dr,
Wak'S, successor of Dr, Diiggett as Professor of Divinity, the Hon, John Trumbull,
author of McFingal, the Rev. Dr, Dwight, afterwards President, the Rev, Dr.
Strong of Hartford, the Rev, Dr, Buckminster of Portsmouth, the Hon, Joel
Barlow, author of the Oolumbiad, the Hon, Oliver Wolcott, Governor of Connecticut, &c., &.C. The zeal and diligence with which these gentlemen devoted
themselves to the formation of an elegant style and a graceful and impressive
delivery, have never perhaps been equalled at any period in the history of the
College, Their high attainments in this respect had a tendency to throw into the
shade those who, from their cast of mind or want of early cultivation, were
deficient in the graces of oratory. Such was the case with Dr. Daggett; though
it is undoubtedly true, as Dr, Dwight has stated, t h a t , in the view of the older
and more considerate part of his hearers, ' his sermons were judicious, clear,
solemn, and impressive,' They were certainly not adapted to a youthful audience. Like the discourses of most of the clergji- at that day, they consisted
mainl}' of drj- and abstract discussions, without any liveliness of illustration or
elegance of style to attract attention. His delivery also was slow and somewhat
drawling, with but little animation and scarcely any gesture. I t is not therefore
wonderful that Dr. D.aggett was too much underrated by the students, when
compared with Dr. Dwight, Dr. Buckminster, and others who were then Tutors,
and who were distinguished very early in life for the splendour of their public
performances. In addition to this. Dr. Daggett had but little tact. He knew
how to manage men better than boj'^s; and the consequence was that, as he was
aware of his deficiency in this respect, he often put forward Dr, Dwight or others to
perform public duties which belonged appropriately to the President, and thus gave
them eclat at his own expense. Still, I believe that all candid persons will agree
with Dr, Dwight in saying that ' the College was eminently prosperous under his
Presidency;' and although this was owing in part to the superior qualifications
of his associates in office, it must likewise have been the result of more than
ordinary ability on the part of Dr, Daggett."
I am, with much respect,
Very truly yours,
C H A U N C E T A. GOODRICH,
FROM THE REV PAYSON WILLISTON,
EAST HAMPTON, August 16, 1855.

Dear Sir: President Daggett was one of my father's intimate friends. In my
youth, they were both widowers, and used, by their mutual visits, to relieve
each othir somewhat of the solitude incident to their situation, I well remember
that the President was in the habit of spending evenings at our house; and, as it
was a rule in our family that no one should retire till after evening prayers, we
sometimes rather eschewed his late visits,—extending to near midnight, on
account of their abridging considerably our hours of sleep.
You are of course aware of the patriotic spirit whicli he evinced at the time of
theattiick of the British on New Haven, and of the rude treatment he received
from them, disabling him somewhat ever afterwards. It was my lot to mingle

484

TRINITARIAN CONGREGATIONAL.

in that scene as a member of the Artillery company who opposed the British who
landed on the West side of New Haven harbour; and I distinctly remember the
President's coming up and addressing to us patriotic and earnest words, bidding
us go on and fight, &c,; and he rushed along himself, and very soon after came
near paying for his patriotism with his life. This was a few months before I
entered College, As he was Professor of Divinity in College until his death,
which occurred in my Sophomore year, I sat under his preaching constantly
between one and two years, I do not remember that he ever performed any
official service during that time, except on the Sabbath.
His social qualities altogether were such as to render him more than ordinarily
attractive. He was considered as a very well read and able Theologian; indeed,
that was sufficiently indicated by his occupying the chair of Theological Professor.
His religious system, I suppose, was the old New England Theology unadulterated and unmodified. As a preacher he was not remarkably animated, but his
sermons were full of well digested, weighty thought, clearly expressed, and were
always written out with great care. He preached his entire system regularly,
once in four years, with, I believe, scarcely any variation, I recollect to have
heard the late Dr, Lyman of Hatfield, who sat under his ministry, during his
College course, express a high estimate of him as a preacher; and he remarked
that he had a sermon on the text,—" Is thy servant a dog that he should do this
great thing," &c., and that when the fourth year came round, he always said,—
" And the dog did it." There were a number of President Daggett's sermons
published, and there are others remaining in manuscript, which show that he
possessed much more than ordinary talents.
Yours afi'ectionately.
PAYSON WILLISTON.

BENJAMIN STEVENS, D. D.
1751—1791.
FROM MRS. ELIZA BUCKMINSTER LEE.
My Dear Sir: When I received your request respecting my grandfather
Stevens, the regret was painfully revived that his cotemporaries had all left
the stage, before that period in my own life when we began to look back and
inquire after the fortunes of those who had gone before us. When the present
does not suflice for our hopes, we inquire how those relatives who have preceded us in the toil of life, have borne the heat and burthen of the day;
whether they
•' By the road side fell and perished
" Weary with the march of life,"
or whether they were gathered at last, like a shock of corn in its season,
fully ripe.
The circumstances of Dr. Stevens' family were very striking and peculiar.
His father, the Rev. Joseph Stevens, was settled over the First church in
Charlestown, and was a man much noted in his day, He was the son of
Deacon John Stevens of the First church in Andover. He was burn in
1682, was graduated at Harvard College in 1703, and ordained October 13,
1713. He had been, previously to his ordination, a Tutor and Pellow of
Harvard College, and is mentioned with distinguished honour by Quincy in his
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History of the College. Mr. Stevens preached his own ordination Sermon,
Dr. Increase Mather giving the Charge, and Cotton Mather the Right Hand
of Fellowship. I t may be presumed that it was considered a great occasion,
as £50,—equal to half a year's salary, were raised to defray the expenses
of the day. His ministry lasted only eight years ; at the end of which time,
himself, and his whole family, consisting of his wife, a son and daughter,
his wife's sister, and her maid servant, were all, in the space of three weeks,
swept off by the small pox. He died at the age of thirty-nine.
At the time of Mr. Stevens' decease, he was preaching a series of discourses upon the text,-—" But now they desire a better country, that is, an
Heavenly,"—Hebrews x i . 16. The second of the series was the last he
ever delivered. At the request of his flock, who greatly cherished his memory, those four sermons were printed and prefaced by some account of the
life of the author by the Rev. Dr. Colman of Brattle Street church. From
this source we learn that—
'' Mr, Stevens was possessed of great personal beauty, and no less distinguished for
the brilliant qualities of his mind. His countenance was grave and florid, of a sweet
expression, and full of life and vigour. He excelled in conversation, and the modesty
of his deportment gave a singular grace to an air of superiority and dignity that was
natural to him. In the delivery of his sermons, he was distinguished for his animation; his eyes as well as his tongue were wont to speak with such majesty as well as
solemnity, as completely commanded the attention of his audience. Indeed his natural
accomplishments were such that, while they formed a distinguished Divine, they might
have qualified him equally as a judge or commander, had Providence called him to
the bench or the field,"
It is a striking circumstance, perhaps, that the description of the character
and the personal appearance of Mr. Stevens would apply, with very little
variation, to his great grandson, who also bore his name,—afterwards the
pastor of Brattle Street church. His ministry also was of the same duration, and their ages differing only eleven years.
The only surviving scion of the family, B E N J A M I N , an infant son of seven
months old, was preserved by the prudence of a nurse, who fled with him
from the contagious disease to his grandfather's in Andover. He was born
in 1720, and was graduated at Harvard College in 1740, in the same class
with Samuel Adams. Kittery Point, at the time he was ordained, was a
place of some importance, and made attractive as the hospitable residence
of Sir William Pepperell, the Sparhawks and Cuttses, wealthy and distinguished merchants. Dr. Stevens was eminently formed to enjoy the society
of such persons, being himself distinguished for the elegance of his manners
and the attractiveness of his conversation. Chief Justice Parsons observed
of him "that he was a man of whom one may say every thing that is good."
That he was more distinguished than we should now infer from the very
small place where he was settled, appears from the circumstance that in
1769 he was one of the candidates for the Presidency of Harvard College,
and "would have had the voice of the people," says Hutchinson, "if his
political principles had not been a bar."
That his intimacy with the Pepperells, which brought upon him the suspicion of a leaning towards loyalty, was only a transient inconvenience, that
^ not continue after the struggle with the mother country began, is proved,
"Jthe continued attachment and respect of his parish. I have a strong
^pression that he was very direct and plain in his preaching, and told his
people truths which few parishes would now bear. Their opinion of his
learning was whimsically exaggerated. I t occurred to me, some fifteen years
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ago, in crossing the Point with an aged boatman, to inquire of him if he
recollected Dr. Stevens. " Certainly," he said,—" he not only baptized but
he married me also"—and he added, " h e was prodigiously learned, and
never spoke except in Greek or Hebrew."
Dr. Stevens lost his wife, when his only child, Sarah, was ten years old.
He determined to educate his daughter himself and make her the companion
of his solitude. When urged to marry again, he answered that " he did not
conceive that the union between himself and his wife was dissolved by
death ; that she had only preceded him, and tbat he should rejoin her in a
future world." When told that it was his duty to give his daughter a
mother and companion, he replied that " he thought him.self able to be
the companion of his daughter, and tbat he did not wish to place her under
any other authority than his own." And the union between them was singularly confidential and endearing. It was his custom to visit his parish
and friends on horseback, accompanied by his daughter, to carry relief to
the poor, and comfort to the afdicted. His family consisted only of his
daughter, a housekeeper, and Sambo, a black servant. The long winter
evenings were cheered by the best authors, of which he possessed an extensive library. But when tbe storms of winter were over, and genial weather
unlocked the imprisoned waters around their beautiful peninsula, the father
and daughter made frequent excursions together to visit friends in a circuit
of many miles around, where Dr. Stevens, from his remarkable conversational powers and his cordial, cheerful manners, was always a welcome guest.
I t was a most happy circumstance that his daughter was not separated
widely from him by her marriage ; the ferry only intervening, which did not
prevent them from meeting every day.
I t is a most touching circumstance related to me by an aged friend of my
mother's, now surviving, that only a few days before her death, the anxious
father rode many miles to obtain a particular plant, thought to be a specific
in consumption. Thus fond affection will cling to the faintest hope, when
all others despair. Dr. Stevens survived his daughter only ten months.
His death was attributed to his taking cold by standing uncovered at the
grave of a parishioner ; but grief had loosened the silver cord in the heart
of the aged father, bereaved of his only child, before the final attack of pulmonary fever.
Although I have heard my grandfather's parlour and study described as
the perfection of neatness and comfort, he must have lived witb great frugality. The salaries of that time could not have exceeded £100. Of this
he laid up enough to educate his grandson, J . S. Buckminster, and to give
him a little fortune which was expended in purchasing his library. Dr.
Stevens' own library, which was much augmented by the legacy of Sir
William Pepperell's books, consisting of tbe best editions of English classics,
was left by his will in perpetuity to the ministers of York and Kittery.
My traditionary recollections of my grandfather, as was natural, refer
rather to his domestic, than to his social or ministerial, character ; but all
who ever spoke of him, concurred in the testimony, that he was a man peculiarly fitted for both worlds, I am grateful that, although the only survivor,
and the least worthy of his descendants, yet some drops of his blood must
still warm my heart.
Respectfully yours,
E. BUCKMINSTER LEE,
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FROM THE REV A. P. PEABODY, D, D,
PORTSMOUTH, N, H . , September 19,1848.
My Dear S i r : I have made some effort to procure for you the information you requested concerning the late Dr. Stevens of Kittery, and
am happy to be able to furnish you with the following brief history of his
ministry, which, considering the source from which I obtained it, I think you
may receive as entirely authentic. I shall give it to you almost in the very
language in which it has been communicated to me.
Dr. Stevens was ordained as colleague pastor with the Rev. John Newmarch* of the First church in Kittery, May 1, 1751. He commenced his
ministerial career at Kittery at a most favourable juncture. He had not
to encounter the diificulties attendant upon gathering churches or dividing
parishes, of building now meeting houses or repairing old ones. All such
vexatious questions had been settled, and some of them but a short time
previous to his ordination. He was to occupy a meeting house, then almost
new,—very convenient in its arrangements, elegant in its architecture, and
so well built tbat, without very expensive repairs, it outlasted the ministry
of half a dozen pastors ; and having been thoroughly repaired recently, may
last another century. This house he found full of people ; and, as a general
thing, it continued so from the beginning of his ministry to the end. He
bad a large church, embodying within it a great amount of wealth, talent,
and public spirit. Among the members were Sir William Pepperell, the
younger,—Knight and Baronet,—one of the most intelligent, wealthy, and
popular men of the country,—Col. Timothy Grerrish, with his island of a
thousand acres,—Capt. William Whipple, a man of great wealth and influence, besides many others of distinguished name. He came into the pastoral ofiice, also, with the unanimous voice of the church, with the full
approbation of the aged minister, and with the general approval of the
parish to whom he had already ministered for some time.
The place was then one of the most eligible, and he was every way worthy to fill it. But, notwithstanding he was a man of profound erudition,
of ardent piety, and of extraordinary benevolence, yet the annals of his
ministry, like those of a peaceful and prosperous King, make but little
show. There are, however, some particulars relating to his ministry which
it may be worth while to record, partly as showing the character of the man,
partly as illustrating the manners of the times.
The meeting house and parsonage on Kittery Point occupy a spot which,
in summer, is one of the most delightful that can be imagined, but which,
in winter, is bleak, and must, at some times, during the last century, haye
been almost inaccessible. Tradition tells us that, after Dr. Stevens was
somewhat advanced in years, and consequently not very well able to endure
tbe cold, he would remain in the parsonage house on a stormy Sabbath
morning in winter, until the bell had tolled awhile, and then send his coloured servant into the meeting house with this message :—" If there are seven
• J O B S NEWMARCH was graduated at Harvard College in 1690.- IIo was living at Kittery
Point in 1699, was married there, and had land granted him ^s the minister of the town. He
"ontinaed at Kittery until 1714, before a chureh was gathered,—being employed as a preacher
fiom year to year. On the 4th of November, 1714, a church was duly organized, and Mr. NewiBMch was ordained. He preached constantly until June, 1750, when, on account of his infirmities, he requested assistance, and shortly after received Mr. Stevens aa his colleague. Mr. N .
•Jwn relinquished his ministerial labours and died January 15, 1754.
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hearers, let them come into my sitting room and I will preach here;—but if
there are eight, I will go to them."
He would then go in with his cloak
tied round his waist with a handkerchief, and otherwise dressed for the season, and in this manner,—as no fires were then kept in meeting houses,—
go through the usual services. He used to ride on horseback, accoutred
with his cloak as before described, and carry relief for the temporal wants
of the poor and sick, as well as spiritual instruction to all whom he could
reach. He knew all the people in his parish,—men, women, and children;
and, although his meeting house was usually filled in favourable weather,
and very often crowded, he could tell with great accuracy who were missing
on a pleasant Sabbath ; and on Monday morning, bright and early, he was out
on horseback to visit every one of the absentees. He took for granted that
all who did not come to meeting in good weather must be sick, and visited
them accordingly. Very few ever put the Doctor to the trouble of going to
see them two Mondays in succession.
Early in his ministry,—in the year 1756, a committee was chosen to
"inspect the manners of such as make a profession of religion;" and the
most exemplary supervision of the church was maintained during his ministry. A constant series of admissions marked his earlier years; and the
whole number of baptisms administered by him was seven hundred and
forty-nine.
In 1756, tbe church "voted that the petitioners for a singing pew
have liberty to sit in the hind seat but one, and to move the hind seat three
inches at their own cost." This was probably an incipient step to the
formation of a choir. The next year, the church "voted that Tate and
Brady's Version of the Psalms, with the addition of Scriptural Hymns,
collected from Dr. Watts, &c., be sung in this church."
During Dr. Stevens' ministry of forty years, he and bis church were often
called upon to give their aid in ecclesiastical councils ; but at home they
had occasion for none. The expenses of their delegates were borne by the
whole church, agreeablj' to a vote to that effect. The richer members
volunteered frequent and liberal donations, so that tbe burdens of the
poorer class must have been quite inconsiderable. Among the free will
offerings was a valuable service of communion plate and a splendid christening basin ; the latter, of ten pounds value, being the bequest of Sir
William Pepperell. After the decease of Sir William, which occurred in
1759, his widow, who was also a member of the church, had an expensive
and tasteful manor erected near the meeting house, in order partly to enjoy
the society of her daughter, but chiefly that she might enjoy her religious
privileges with greater regularity than she could have done, while living in
the old family mansion half a mile distant; and, until the repairs made in
1810, a pew remained curtained aud lined with worsted, and carpeted with
bear skin, which she and her daughter had fitted up for their defence
against the cold of winter. These circumstances show what sort of feelings
were cherished by some members of the church at that time, towards the
Sabbath and the House of God; and it may reasonably be supposed that
such examples were not lost upon the mass of the church and people.
During the latter part of Dr. S.'s ministry, there were comparatively
few^ admitted to the church, and very few men. The Sabbath-keeping
habits of the male portion of the community were unsettled by tho war of
the Revolution, the presence of the French fleet in the harbour, and the
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numerous forts and batteries within the limits of the parish. In addition
to this, the pastor, from his intimacy with the Pepperells and other causes,
was generally considered a loyalist; and this might have some influence
unfavourable to his ministry among those who were of the opposite party.
An anecdote illustrative of his political bias may be worth inserting here.
It is said that, on one occasion, when he was preaching at Portsmouth by
exchange, a gentleman named Blunt had a son to be baptized, and that the
ordinance, after the custom of that day, was to take place after the sermon.
In the discourse, which was somewhat political, Oliver Cromwell was alluded to in terms of no measured reprobation. At the close, the parents and
child were called for; and when the father was requested to give the name,
he suppressed the one previously selected, and called out in a voice loud
enough to be heard by the congregation—OLIVER CROMWELL ; and by
that name the boy was baptized. There is no reason, however, to suppose
that the general respect and confidence of his people were even temporarily
withdrawn from him ; and whatever may have been his political opinions,
few ministers have been more honoured in life, or more lamented in
death.
Dr. Stevens died rather suddenly, on the 18th of May, 1791. The Rev.
Dr. Haven of Portsmouth preached his funeral sermon, which was published; and an aged woman now living,—a member of the church, recollects
that, on that occasion, the shore was lined with boats, and the meeting
house filled to overflowing with a weeping multitude.
Mrs. Stevens died in 1765, in the forty-fifth year of her age. She was
"Mary, the daughter of the late eminent Judge Remington," as her tombstone informs us.
Dr. Stevens' diligence and faithfulness as a pastor, already alluded to,
deserve to be more distinctly stated. The testimony of all the aged who
remember him, proves him to have been untiring in his efforts for both the
temporal and spiritual welfare of his people. He was both studious and
laborious. His summer study was a very small chamber over the front
door of the parsonage ; and a man who was employed near by, only a year
before his death, and who is still living, states that the first person he saw
on every summer morning, as the sun was rising, was Dr. Stevens, with his
book, at his window.
As a scholar he stood high; and jn his style of preaching, he is said to
have sometimes risen above the capacities of a portion of his hearers ; but
there was much in his discourses that was plain and practical, and in his
private interviews he was uncommonly faithful and affectionate. The only
productions of his, I believe, that were published, are a Sermon on the death
of Andrew Pepperell, 1 7 5 1 ; a Sermon on the death of Sir William Pepperell, 1759 ; Mass. Election Sermon, 1761 ; Convention Sermon, 1764.
The degree of Doctor of Divinity was conferred upon him by Harvard
College in 1785. He was respected, revered, and loved by all his people;
md most by those who knew him best; and, though his grave has been
made for nearly sixty years, his name is still pronounced and his memory
cherished, with undiminished regard and veneration.
I am, Dear Sir, very truly yours,
A. P PEABODY.
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DANIEL FARRAND.*
1752—1803.
D A N I E L F A R R A N D was born at Milford, Conn., in the year 1722.
He
was the son of an early settler of the town of New Milford, who removed
thither with his family in 1731. He seems to have commenced his
academical education quite late in life. His studies preparatory to entering
College were pursued under the instruction of the Rev. John Graham, the
first minister of Southbury, then a society of Woodbury, Conn. He entered
Yale College and remained there two or three years, when he transferred
his relation to Princeton, where he was graduated in 1750. He was admitted
ad eundem at Yale College in 1777
Immediately after his graduation, he commenced the study of Theology,
and, in due time, was licensed to preach the Gospel. In 1752, he was
ordained pastor of the church of the South parish of Canaan, commonly
called South Canaan. Here he continued in tbe quiet and faithful discharge
of his duties until near the close of life. He died on the 28th of May,
1803, in the eighty-first year of his age, and the fifty-first of his ministry.
Mr. Farrand married the youngest daughter of the Rev. Daniel Boardman, the minister of New Milford, on the 25th of October, 1755. They had
nine children, four sons and five daughters. One of his sons, Daniel, was
graduated at Yale College in 1781, became an eminent lawyer, and a Judge
of the Supreme Court of Vermont, and died in 1825. One daughter was
married to the Hon. Stephen Jacobs, a graduate of Yale College in 1778,
and also a Judge of the Supreme Court of Vermont.

FROM TIIE HON. D. S. BOARDMAN.
NEW MILFORD, (Conn.,) March 29, 1853,
Dear Sir: The intimate relations that existed between Mr, Farrand's family
and my father's, and particularly mj^ own relation to him as a pupil, enable me
to answer your inquiries concerning him with a good degree of confidence as to
the accuracy of all that I shall say.
As a scholar in the dead languages, Mr. farrand, in his day, had few equals,—
.scarcely any superiors, in this State, or probably in New England, I passed a
winter in his family and under his instruction, after he became quite an old man;
and as I was somewhat ambitious of the praise of getting long lessons in Virgil
and Cicero, the old gentleman would sometimes, during a long recitation, become
quite drowsy; but the slightest mistake never failed to be instantly visited with
a growl of disapprobation; and we soon found that, whether asleep or awake, a
mistake was never suffered to escape unnoticed. He never would allow his pupils
to read Latin poetry without scanning: he said that to read it without due regard
to the measure grated so upon his ear, that he could not bear to hear it. He once
expressed to me great regret for having neglected, when he was in College, the
study of Hebrew; and remarked that had it not been for his own follj'^, he might
have been as familiar with Hebrew as with Greek; and such was his familiaritj' with the latter language, that he frequently read his chapter before family
prayers from the Greek Testament, without its being observed that his eye was
*Dr,McEwen's Sermon at the convention of the North and South Consociations of Litchfield
county.
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not upon an English one. His family being large, and his salary, as usually
happens in respect to country clergymen, being small, he was, for a long course
of years, in the habit of receiving and preparing young men and boys for College,
Probably no one in the Western part of the State fitted as many as he didand a recommendation from him was said to be a sure passport to an admission.
In the number of his pupils might be reckoned several very distinguished men
both of this and of other States; and among them were Ambrose Spencer, Chief
Justice of New York, and Smith Thompson, one of the Justices of the Supreme
Court of the United States,
Mr. Farrand was of a medium stature, with a large head and a heavy, clumsily
formed bod}-; but his limbs hardly corresponded in size with his body. His
features were uncommonly large, and his countenance altogether indicative, not of
refinement, but of much mental strength and solidity. His manners were simple
and plain, almost to bluntness; and yet such was the dignity of his appearance
as to inspire a degree of awe, which precluded any attempt at undue familiarity
It is presumed that no one ever treated him with disrespect—even impudence
itself would quail before him; but if it did not, it would be sure to writhe and
wither beneath some tremendous sarcasm which it cost him no diminution of
dignity to inflict. In conversation upon serious subjects, he was uniformly grave
and instructive; and though, in familiar and every-day intercourse, his wit
seemed to gush out spontaneously, yet no one treated sacred topics with greater
reverence than he; nor was his wit ever designed to inflict pain, unless where
chastisement was j u s t l y called for. But wo to the luckless wight, who attempted
to fish a compliment from him. He had great command over his feelings, or
at least the ordinary manifestations of them. It is presumed t h a t , after arriving
at mature age, he never was known to weep, or to indulge in loud laughter; and
though, in company with his friends and his ministerial associates, while indulging
in amusing conversation, he was sure to provoke more laughter than any body
else, he never joined in it beyond a broad, intelligent smile, or at most a sort of
whispering laugh, which he seemed to struggle to suppress; and this never at
his own witticisms, unless it was in connection with some one of his pithy
anecdotes, of which he had an inexhaustible store.
He v.'as not fond of what he thought too great refinement in reasoning. He
used to say that he loved metaphysics but hated metawhims.
An illustration of
his taste upon this subject occurred in a remark which he made to the celebrated
Dr. W
, who, at a meeting of ministers, had set up a vigorous defence of the
ideal system of Berkeley. The ministers staid over night, and this conversation
occurred in the evening. The next morning, when they were about separating for
their respective homes, Dr, W 's horse was missing under such circum.stances as
to induce the apprehension that he had been stolen; and it was proposed by some
one that he should advertise him: upon which, Mr, Farrand, with much apparent
gravity, asked the Doctor whether he had a perfect idea of his horse,—such as
would enable him to give a perfect idea of him. He replied that he had. " Well,
then," said Parson Farrand, " why don't you fit your saddle and bridle on it, and
ride it home. You surely can want no better mode of travelling."
I have alluded to the fact that it was rntlicr a perilous matter to attempt to
extort a compliment from him. Witness the following example:—He was travelling
on hoisebuck, on some occision, at a distance from homo, and iu a part of the
country where he was an entire stranger, Noticini:; a ctwsiderable gatherinj^' at a
private house, he concluded that it was some i-("li,L;iou.s meeting, and being willing
to rest himself and his horse, he dismounted and ^\•(•nt in, and rcmaini'd till the cbise
of the ser-iico. The man who officiated turned ont to bo a, very Ulitcratc, dashing.
Self-conceited, self-appointed preacher
lie took for liis text tbe account jjiven by
the Evan^relist Luke of the evil spirits cntcrin,!:: into tbcbcrd of swine. Immediately
On the close of tbe service, Mr. Farr.and left tlw bouse and proceeded on his journey;
but he had not got far, before the preacher, who had eyed him during the lecture.
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and happened to be going the same road,—overtook him, having evidently quickened his horse's pace for that purpose. He remarked to him directly that he had
seen him at the lecture, and presumed from his appearance that he was a clergyman, Jlr. Farrand having replied that he was, the preacher very unceremoniously
requested his opinion of the sermon to which he had been listening, Mr. Farrand
declined expressing his opinion, remarking, at the same time, that he was not in
the habit of dealing in compliments. This increased, rather than diminished, the
preacher's anxiety to hear liis remarks, and he repeated his request Mdth still
greater energy, " Well," said Mr, Farrand, " if you insist on hearing my opinion,
I must say that I think you made worse work with the Scriptures, than the devfla
did with the swine,"
The somewhat celebrated General Ethan Allen, some seventy years ago, published a volume under the rather pompous title o f " The Oracles of Reason;" which,
being of infidel tendency, was sure to find little favour with Mr. Farrand. Soon
after the work was published,—General Allen, being in Connecticut, and having
some previous acquaintance with Mr. Farrand, called upon him, and in the course
of conversation referred to this work, and asked Mr, F whether he had read it.
On being answered in the affirmative, the General sought very directly to know his
opinion of it; whereupon the good Parsoii, with a grave and somewhat sorrowful
countenance, observed that the paper of the book was of rather a poor c|uality—
otherwise he thought it a pity that so much of it should have been spoiled; and
with this remark, which the old gentleman did not condescend to soften even with
a smile, the conversation upon the work ended. Of the authenticity of this anecdote
I am mj'self a voucher, having been present at the interview.
The reputation of Mr. Farrand for wisdom, learning, integrity, and piety, through
a long life, with all who knew him, and especially his clerical brethren, was
deservedly high; but as a preacher, (at least after I became acquainted with him
as such, which was not until he was quite old,) he was not held in equal estimation,
A long habit of writing merely the heads of his sermons, leaving the residue to be
supplied by unmethodized and extemporaneous remarks, led him, as is too often
the case, into a monotonous way of preaching, and withal into a bad tone of voice,
quite unlike that which he used iu conversation. Still bis remarks were always
sensible, and sometimes very sti'iking, and his language was never low or vulgar.
His doctrines, ^\'hich were thoroughly Calvinistic, being well understood by himself,
were made intelligible to his hearers; and they always seemed satisfied with his
ministrations, until extreme old age and bodily infirmity rendered him incapable
of any further eftbrts.
With great and sincere respect,
I am, Dear Sir, your obedient servant,
DAVID S, BOARDMAN.
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ELI FORBES, D. D.*
1752—1804.
E L I F O R B E S , the youngest son of Deacon Jonathan Forbes, was born at
Westborough, Mass., in October, 1726.
Being educated by pious parents, his mind naturally inquisitive, early took
a serious turn ; and while he was yet a boy, he seems not only to have
cherished a desire, but to have formed a purpose, to become a minister of
the Gospel. In October, 1744, he commenced his studies preparatory to
entering Colle'ge; but was obliged, after a short time, to intermit them, and
exchanged the school for the camp. I n July, 1745, in obedience to an
bjunction that was made upon him, he laid aside his books, shouldered his
musket, and marched more than a hundred miles for the defence of his
country against the French and Indians. He was, however, through the
interposition of some worthy clergymen, soon released, and returning with
increased resolution to his studies in July, 1747, he became a member of
Harvard College. Though he was obliged, by his own efforts, to defray
the expenses of his education, he held a high rank in his class, and graduated an excellent scholar, in 1751.
Immediately on leaving College, he commenced the study of Theology
under the direction of the Rev. Ebenezer Parkman, the minister of his
native place. He became a preacher after a few months, and on the 3d of
June, 1752, was ordained the first minister of the Second parish in Brookfield, Mass.
In the years 1758 and 1759, he twice accompanied the Provincial regiments under Colonel Ruggles, in the capacity of Chaplain.
In 1762, he was earnestly requested by the Board of Commissioners at
Boston to undertake a mission to the Oneida Indians, the chief tribe of the
sis nations of Mohawks ; and, though his people at first urged objections to
his complying with the request, they finally consented that he should be
absent a few months. He accordingly set out on the 1st of June, with Mr.
Asaph Rice,t as his colleague, and a Mr. Gunn of Montague, for an interpreter. They followed the Mohawk River about seventy miles; then turned
Southward to Otsego Lake, near Cherry Valley, which forms the head
of one of the main branches of the Susquehannah River, and went down
that river a hundred and twenty miles to a town called Onoquagie, then
containing about three hundred inhabitants. Here he preached ; established
two schools,—one for adults, and another for children ; gathered a church,
and administered to them the ordinances ; and left them on the 1st of September, 1762, under the care of Mr. Rice, having sojourned among them
between two and three months. On his return from his mission, he brought
with him four Indian children, one of whom he entered at .Dartmouth College ; and, after furnishing them with such knowledge as would be most useful,
returned the other three to the tribe to which they belonged. He likewise
brought away a lad who was born in New York, but had been left by his

•Whitney's Hist, of the county of Worcester.—Assemb. Miss. Mag. I.—Month. An th. I.—
Foofs Hist. Disc—MS. from the Rev. J. L. Hatch.
t ASAPH RICE wa« born at Hardwick, Mass., in 173.S; was graduated at Harvard College in
j"W; wasordained pastor of the church in Westminster, Mass., October 16, 1765; and died
M»tch 22, 1816, aged eighty-three.
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uncle among the Indians at so early an age, that his tastes and habits had
been entirely formed by their infiuence, and they regarded him as one of their
own children. After subduing, with some difiiculty, his savage propensities,
he found him amiable, ingenious, and docile; and, in due time, he became a
member of Harvard College. The Board of Commissioners at Boston wishing, about this time, to obtain an interpreter to a missionary, he was employed
in this capacity, and was sent back to the tribe from which he had been
separated. Having been thus engaged for a year, he was applied to by Dr.
Wheelock, who had instituted a school for the instruction of Indians, to
become its preceptor: he accepted the appointment, and obtained a degree
from Dartmouth College. During the Revolutionary war, he was appointed
by Congress to be their agent, which ofiice he filled with great fidelity and
usefulness. I t was through Mr. Forbes' infiuence that he was thus rescued
from savage life, and rendered an instrument of great public good.
During the fall and winter of 1775-76, Mr. Forbes was charged by some of
his people with being a tory ; and, though the charge was utterly groundless,
it rendered him so unhappy that he was unwilling to continue their pastor.
Accordingly, in March, 1776, he requested and obtained an honourable
dismission. After the lapse of only two Sabbaths, he was invited to preach
in Gloucester with reference to a settlement; and was installed there on
the 5tb of June following.
In 1804, he received the degree of Doctor of Divinity from the College
at which he was educated.
After his settlement at Gloucester, his labours were very arduous, as,
during a part of the time, several of the neighbouring parishes were destitute of ministers, and his services were very often put in requisition by
them. But he was always ready to meet any demands that were made upon
him, as long as his health would permit. A few months before his death,
he was laid aside by an affection of the liver, which resisted all the efforts
of medical skill, and terminated his life on the 15th of December, 1804,
when he had just completed his seventy-eighth year.
Dr, Forbes was married four times. His first wife was a daughter of the
Rev, Ebenezer Parkman of Westborough, who left two children, one of
whom bore his father's name, and became a teacher in one of the Southern
States, where he died. His second wife was a Mrs. Saunders. His third
was a Mrs, Parsons of Newburyport, His fourth was a Mrs. Baldwin of
Brookfield,—a sister of his first wife. She died of a cancer not long before
her husband.
The following are Dr. Forbes' publications:—A Thanksgiving Sermon
on the Conquest of Canada, 1761. An Artillery Election Sermon, 1771.
An Account of Joshua Eaton * prefixed to seven of Mr, Eaton's Sermons,
and a Sermon occasioned by his death, 1772. A Sermon at New Braintree
at the funeral of Timothy Ware, 1784. The Christian Ambassador: A
Sermon at Salem ; with the Result of an ecclesiastical council, 1784. A
Sermon on repairing his meeting house, 1792. A Sermon at the dedication
of the Grammar school at Gloucester, 1795. A Sermon at the funeral of
John Low, Esq., 1797 A Sermon on the character of Washington, 1800.
A Family Book, containing Discourses, doctrinal, evangelical, practical and
historical, a 12mo. vol., 1801.
* JOSHUA EATON was born at Waltham. June 15,1714; was graduated at Harvard College in
1735; waa ordained at Spencer, Mass., Nov. 7, 1744; and died April 2, 1772, aged fifty-eight.
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FROM THE REV DANIEL DANA, D, D,
NEWBURYPORT, February 27, 1856,

My Dear Sir: Your wish to receive some brief notices respecting Dr. Forbes of
Gloucester meets my ready compliance, I undertake the task the more willingly,
as there is probably no other living minister in the county, and perhaps none in
the State, who has had personal acquaintance with this worthy man.
About sixty years since, I was engaged with him on an exchange of pulpits.
When Saturday morning came, I found myself much indisposed; and, having previously attended several who died of yellow fever, I viewed my complaints as
premonitory of the same malady. B u t as my father's house at Ipswich was half
way to Gloucester, I determined to reach it, if possible, though not expecting to
go beyond it, I was at once taken down at Ipswich with the fever, and, after a
severe illness, was mercifully recovered,
Dr, Forbes was, if I mistake not, much esteemed by the churches, and somewhat more than usually popular. With a good person, an expressive countenance,
and a melodious voice, he combined, both in public and private, a dignity and ease
of deportment. B u t he possessed qualities more solid and valuable than these.
His piety was exemplary and unquestioned. I n his theological views, he was probably ranked among moderate Calvi7iists; though I am not aware that lie departed essentially from the great Reformer. His sermons were deemed evangelical and
faithful, and attractive rather than alarming. The position in which Providence
placed him was peculiar. Gloucester was the first place in New England •'.vhere
Universalism, under the influence of the well known J o h n Murray, planted itself.
Many eagerly embraced it; while others who professed a continued attachment to
the old doctrines, were not a little shaken. This state of things constituted, of
course, a severe trial of D r . Forbes' firmness and fidelity to his own convictions;
but I never heard that he even faltered. He continued to preach, without wavering or compromise, the same doctrines which his people had always been accustomed to hear from him; though with so much kindness of spirit, as, in a great measure, to disarm opposition,
I wish I could be more minute in my statements concerning Dr, Forbes; but
my acquaintance with him was general rather than particular.
Believe me, with great consideration.
Very sincerely yours,
DANIEL DANA,

SAMUEL HAVEN, D. D.
1752—1806.
FROM THE REV A. P , PEABODY, D. D.
PORTSMOUTH, N . H . , November 21, 1848.

Dear S i r : W h e n I last saw you, I promised you such memorials of t h e
life of my predecessor. R E V . D R . H A V E N , as I could collect from authentic
tradition. I n keeping m y promise, I shall rely in part on impressions
derived from those of my parishioners who have loved t o give me their
reminiscences of him, aiod in part on a brief memoir prepared by his grandson, the late N . A . H a v e n , J r .
W h e n I was settled, there were two
members of my parisli still living, who attended his ordination, and whose
fctinct remembrance ranged through his entire ministry.
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Samuel Haven was great grandson of Richard Haven, who canie from
England and settled in Lynn, Mass., in 1636. He was a son of Joseph
Haven, and was born in Framingham, Mass., August, 4, 1727, 0 . S. He
entered Harvard College in 1745 and graduated in 1749. He studied
Theology under the direction of the Rev. Ebenezer Parkman of Westborough. He was ordained pastor of the First church in Portsmouth, May
6. 1752, the Sermon on the occasion being preached by the Rev. Jeremiah
Wise of Berwick, Me.
His miiiistei'ial talents were of a very high order. Great dignity and
suavity of manners, solemnity and sweetness of countenance, vivacity of
style, unusual fervour of spirit, and powers of oratory tbat led his partial
friends to liken him to Whitefield, gave him a very extensive popularity.
He was probably called to officiate on important public occasions, oftener than
any minister of his day; and his published sermons which were very
numerous, fully justify the reputation in which he was held. His sermons
were chiefiy on topics of practical religion, and seldom referred to the
abstruse points of controverted Theology. His funeral addresses and discourses are said to have been unrivalled in eloquence and pathos, and in
administering the consolations of the Gospel, few can have equalled, and,
perhaps none surpassed, him.
But his heart seems to have been chiefiy in tbe routine of pastoral duty.
At a period when ministerial etiquette interposed distance, reserve, and formality between the clergymen and the humbler members of his flock, he
assumed at once, and maintained through life, the most intimate relation
with the poor and depressed. He knew week by week the measure of every
scanty meal barrel, and tbe gauge of every wasting oil cruise in his parish.
From an income never large, and with a family of sixteen children, (eleven
of whom survived him,) he yet found means for a profuse liberality, and,
during the revolutionary struggle, kept himself almost penniless in rescuing
those who were utterly so, from beggary and starvation. There were at
one time no less than forty widows in his parish, most of them in destitute
circumstances.
I have watched by the death-bed of several of these, and
have heard blessings on his memory, blended with the broken ejaculations
of their last hours ; and there yet live those who speak of his unwearied
kindness as all that stood between them and despair in the days of their
early widowhood and desolation. As an additional means of usefulness, he
pursued the study of medicine to a considerable extent, and practised gratuitously among the poor, with a skill and success which secured him the
respect, aud at the same time with a prudence and disinterestedness which
precluded the jealousy, of tbe regular physicians of the place.
From tho year 1796 Dr. Haven was weighed down by bodily infirmity ;
but he continued to preach constantly till 1799, and occasionally for two or
three years longer, though, for the latter part of the time, he was unable
to ascend the pulpit stairs, and of&ciated in the Deacons' seat. He generally presided at the Communion service until the autumn of 1804; and
many still remember his impressive farewell of the altar at which, for more
than fifty-two years he had broken the bread of life. The last year and a
half of his life was a period of mental imbecility, and of great bodily suffering. He died on the 3d of March, 1806. His wife, who had attended
him constantly during his decline, and who seemed in perfect health at
the time of his death, survived him but thirty-six hours. Their bodies were
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committed at the same time to a fiimily vault, under his pulpit, the Rev,
Dr, Buckminster preaching the funeral Sermon from the text—" A son of
consolation," which was published.
Dr. Haven's influence was felt much beyond the limits of the congregation to which he ministered, or the town in which he lived. His intelligence, integrity, benevolence, and public spirit rendered him a highly useful
and honoured citizen, as he was also an excellent minister of the Gospel.
He received the degree of D. D. from Edinburgh in 1770, as says the
Harvard Triennial Catalogue—in 1772, according to his grandson, N. A.
Haven, Jr., who, I doubt not, is tbe most reliable authority. He received
tho same degree from Dartmouth College in 1773.
The printed Sermons of Dr. Haven, of which I can find the titles, are
the following:—A Convention Sermon preached at the request of the Congregational ministers of New Hampshire, 1760. A Sermon on the death of
George I I , 1761. A Sermon upon the restoration of Peace, 1763. A Sermon at the ordination of Jeremy Belknap, 1767. A Sermon on the death
of Hon, Henry Sherburne, 1767. A Sermon preached at Cambridge, Mass.,
and published at the request of the students, 1768. A Sermon preached
at Medfield, Mass,, 1771. An Election Sermon before the General Court
of New Hampshire, 1786. A Sermon at the funeral of Rev. Benjamin
Stevens, D. D., 1791. A Sermon on the reasonableness and importance of
practical religion, preached at Portsmouth, 1794. The Dudleian Lecture
at Cambridge, 1798. An occasional Discourse soon after the ordination of
his colleague. Rev. Timothy Alden, 1800.
Dr. Haven was married, January 11, 1753, to Mehetabel, the third
daughter of the Rev. Dr. Appleton of Cambridge, who died September 9,
1777. By this marriage he had eleven children. On the 2d of June,
1778, he married Margaret, widow of William Marshall; by whom he had
sis children. He had three sons graduated at Harvard College—Samuel
in 1772 ; Nathaniel Appleton in 1779 ; and Charles Chau7icy in 1804.
I am. Dear Sir, sincerely yours,
A. P . PEABODY.

GIDEON HAWLEY *
1752—1807.
GriDEON H A W L E Y was the great grandson of the first person by the name
of Hawley, who came to this,country. He was born at Stratfield, (now
Bridgeport,) Conn., November 5, 1727, 0 . S. His mother died when he
'f IS but three days old, and his father about three years after. Providence,
towever, furnished him with a kind and excellent nurse, who ultimately
^lopted him as her own child, and, as long as she lived, he never ceased to
rt^'ard her with a truly filial affection. He was graduated at Yale College
in 174'.J. He resolved, at an early period, not only to devote himself to the
ministry, but to labour as a missionary among the Indians. Accordingly,
'"^ving been licensed to preach, be commenced his missionary career at
• Allen's Biog. Diet.—Dwight's Travels, III.—MS. left by himself.

498

TRINITARIAN CONGREGATIONAL.

Stockbridge in 1752, under the patronage of Jonathan Edwards, who was
himself preaching there, as well to the Indians as the white people. A few
families of Mohawks, Oneidas, and Tuscaroras, had gone thither for the
sake of acquiring Christian knowledge and educating their children ; and he
became both their schoolmaster and preacher. Mr. Edwards co-operated
with him very cordially in the enterprise, often visiting his school, and catechising his scholars, and occasionally delivering a discourse to their parents.
As many of the Indians who passed the winter in Stockbridge, were absent
during other seasons of the year,—so that it was in the winter chiefly that
he had the opportunity of labouring for them, he made an excursion in September, 1752, to Schoharie, where his Indian friends generally resorted.
His journey was a succession of romantic and perilous adventures ; nevertheless, he was enabled to accomplish it safely. On his return to Stockbridge, the Indians, with their children, being again collected there,—he
recommenced his school, and proceeded in the prosecution of his benevolent labours as before. That he might enjoy the best opportunity of acquiring the language of the Indians, he took lodging at a building called " the
boarding school," and furnished a chamber in i t ; but in February, 1758,
this building took fire and burnt to ashes ; and most of his books and furniture were destroyed.
Those who were mainly concerned in Indian affairs at Stockbridge, were
arrayed against each other in violent parties ; and there were suspicions that
the burning of the house was a matter not only of design but of malignity.
This state of things rendered Mr. Hawley more than willing to find some
other field of labour; and, as the Commissioners for Indian affairs at Boston had now determined to establish a mission in the country of the Iroquois, or Indians of the Six Nations, he very readily consented to engage in
this enterprise. Accordingly, in April, he went to Boston to assist in
maturing the plan of the mission ; and, in May, he commenced his journey
towards the wilderness, accompanied by Timothy Woodbridge, a gentleman
of high character, and of great infiuence among the Indians. As the design
of the mission was to plant Christianity in the wilderness, at least a hundred
miles beyond the remotest boundary of civilization, the enterprise was looked
upon with great interest; and Mr. Edwards, and his wife, and others,
accompanied them a considerable distance into the woods towards Kinderhook. Having visited Sir William Johnson at his residence upon the
Mohawk, and secured his patronage, which, on account of his great infiuence
with the Indians, they considered very important, they proceeded towards
the head of the Susquehanna, They had various perils to encounter, and,
in one instance in particular, an Indian fired a gun with an intention, as it
was supposed, to take Mr. Hawley's life ; and, but for a slight turn of his
body at the moment, the murderous design would have been accomplished.
They reached the place of their destination, Onohogbgwage, or as it is sometimes called Oughquauga, on the Susquehanna river, on the 4th of June.
Mr. Hawley had forthwith an interview with the Indians, in which they gave
him a cordial welcome, though they were not able to furnish him very comfortable accommodations.
Mr, Hawley returned to the East the next year, and on the 31st of July,
1754, was ordained a missionary to the Indians, in the Old South meeting
house, Boston,—the Sermon on the occasion being preached by Dr. Sewall,
and the Charge delivered by Mr. Prince.
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Shortly after this, he returned to his field of labour on the Susquehanna,
and continued there till J l a y , 1756, when ho was obliged to withdraw from
that country on account of the F r e n c h war. H e went to Boston in J u n e ,
and having entered Col. Gridley's regiment as Chaplain, he soon joined the
army above Albany, which was destined against Crown P o i n t . A t the close
of the campaign, he made an attempt to r e t u r n to the place of his mission,
but the enterprise was found too hazardous to be prosecuted. A church was
established there by the R e v . E l i Forbes, in 1762. Mr. Hawley passed the
succeeding winter in Stockbridge. I n 1757, the Commissioners of the
Society for propagating the Gospel, persuaded him to visit the tribe of
Indians at Marshpcc, whose pastor, M r . B r i a n t , * had been dismissed.
Here
he was installed, A p r i l 10, 1 7 5 8 ; and here he passed the residue of his life,—
nearly half a century, in the most benevolent and self-denying labours for
the salvation of his Indian brethren.
Mr. Hawley died October 3 , 1807, aged eighty years. One of his friends
thus describes an interview which he had with him four days before his
death:—
"He appeared perfectly rational and tranquil. Speaking of his approaching dissolution, and his prospects of futurity, he observed,—' I have hope of acceptance, but
it ij fouuded wholl}' on free aud sovereign grace, and not at all on my own works. It
is true my labours have been many; but they havo been so very imperfect, attended
with So great a want of charity, humility, &c., that I have no hope in them as the
ground of ray acceptance.' He expressed his regret, at the same time, that so many
of our modern preachers failed in pointing out so Clearly as they ought the distinction between grace and works. His expression was that 'they so jumbled
them together, that it was almost impossible for common hearers to understand them,'
He addfd—' You know I was always a Calvinist. Have you not observed, Sir, that
thu^e who have been, while in health, advocates for the doctrines of grace, in a general
sense, havo been more explicitly and decidedly so, in the near view of death? I think
I have.' He expressed an affectionate concern for his people, and his hope that the
Suciety would not forget them."
President Dwight in the second volume of his " T r a v e l s , " gives the following account of an interview which he had with this venerable man in
October, 1800 :—
" After dinner, one of my fellow travellers accompanied me to the house of Mr.
Hawley, with whom we had an interview more interesting than words can describe.
" This gentleman was amost intimate friend of my parents. From his youth he had
sustained as amiable and unexceptionable a character, as can perhaps be found among
uninspired men. He was pious and benevolent, zealous and candid, firm and gentle,
sedate and cheerful, with a harmony of character equally uncommon and delightful,
^attirally, I believe, his disposition was ardent, his conceptions strong, and his susceptibility exquisite. The points, however, were worn down and smoothed by an
excellent understanding, and a peculiar self-government. Equally removed from the
phlegm of insensibility, and the vehemence of passion, his feelings were warm and
yet temperate. Me, whom he had not seen since I was a youth of eighteen, he
regarded with personal affection. To this he added the peculiar attachment, wliich he
was prepared to place on me, as a representative of my parents and my grandparents
en both sides; all of whom he remembered with the strongest emotions of friendship,
whom he had not seen for thirty years, and whom he expected never to see on this side
of the grave. The expressions of genuine ,ind virtuous attachment paint the heart at
•JDcc, in a manner perfectly understood, and exquisitely felt; but they cannot be
Cfpii-'d. Perhaps they were never move hapjiily exhibited, nor by a mind which
felt more, or in a manner more amiable and dignified.
Mr. Hawley had a favourite son,—a ynung gentleman of the greatest hopes, possessed of superior talents and learning, of elegant manners, distinguished piety, and
' LEMDEL BRIANT, was born in Pcituate, Mass.; was graduated at Harvard College in 1739;
Wasordained pastor of the church in Quincy, iSoptcndicr 4, 1745; was dismissed October 22,
^'J^; and died at Scituate, October 1, 1754, aged thirty-two. Ho published a sermon preached
« Boston, in 1749, on the absurdity and blasphemy of depreciating moral virtue; and one or
" pamphlets in reply to strictures made upon the sermon.
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the best reputation. He had lately come from the Tutorship in Cambridge, and had
been just ordained to the ministry;
" By all who knew him he was beloved and honoured, and most by those who knew
him best. In the room over our heads, he lay on his dying bed; and had been expected
to expire the preceding night. For death he was, however, eminently prepared; and
looked forward through the curtains, which hide the invisible world, to scenes of a
higher and more refined nature,—scenes suited to the elevated taste of an enlightened
Christian, with a serenity and confidence, more dignified than the loftiest conceptions
of proud philosophy, and the sublimest dreams of sceptered ambition.
" The i)leasure with which the father of this good man received me; the sympathy
with which he recalled the friends of his youth; the sorrow awakened by the situation of his expiring son, and the setting of his fond, luminous hopes in the night of
the grave; the lustre which played and trembled over this melancholy scene from the
mind of that son, brilliant with lucid hopes of immortal glory, exhibited in their
union and their alternations, a picture wholly singular, beautiful, solemn, and sublime. I beheld it with a mixture of wonder and delight. To describe it is beyond my
power. Into all these subjects he entered familiarly and at once; and appeared
equally ready to go with his son, or stay behind with his remaining friends; to protract his toil a little longer, or to be summoned to his account and the reward of his
labours, as it should please his Employer. He felt deeply, but with a serene submission. He knew that he was chastened; but found high and sufficient consolation for
his sufiferings in the character of Him from whom the stroke came. To me he shewed,
in such a manner as to put suspicion out of countenance, the affection of a father;
and when we parted he gave me a father's blessing."
Mr, H a w l e y had lost two wives previous to 1 7 9 7 . B y the first marriage
he had five c h i l d r e n ; by the second, none. H i s son, James, (referred to
above by D r . Dwight,) was graduated at H a r v a r d College in 1792 ; was a
T u t o r in the College in 1 7 9 7 - 9 8 ; was ordained pastor of a church in Pembroke, M a y 2 3 , 1 7 9 8 ; and died October 8, 1 8 0 0 , aged twenty-seven.

COTTON MATHER SMITH.*
1753—1806.
C O T T O N M A T H E R S M I T H was born at Suf&eld, Conn., October 26, 1731.

H e was t h e son of Samuel and J e r u s h a S m i t h ; t h e former of whom was the
grandson of the K e v . H e n r y Smith, who came from E n g l a n d an ordained
minister, was installed the first pastor of the church in Wethersfield, in 1636,
and died in 1 6 4 8 ; and the latter, the granddaughter of Increase Mather.
The subject of this sketch, it is hardly necessary to say, was named in
honour of his great uncle, the venerable author of t h e " M a g n a l i a . "
I n early life, he was distinguished for g r e a t activity of both mind and
body, and for an uncommonly amiable and placid disposition.
H e was
graduated at Yale College, a highly respectable scholar, in 1 7 5 1 .
Immediately after, he went to reside at Hatfield, Mass., probably as a teacher,
where his mind became deeply impressed with religious t r u t h , and he made
a public profession of religion. H a v i n g chosen the ministry as his profession,
he entered on a course of theological study, under t h e direction of the Eev.
Mr. Woodbridget, minister of Hatfield.
B u t before his course was completed, he accepted an i m i t a t i o n to take charge of a school which had been
established among the Indians at Stockbridge.
I n this novel enterprise he
*MS. from his family.
fTIMOTHY WOODBRIDGE was born in 1713; was graduated at Yale College in 1732; was
ordained as colleague pastor with the Rev. William Williams, of the church in Hatfield, Mass.,
in 1740; and died June 30, 1770, in the fifty-eighth year of his age.

COTTON MATHER SMITH.

501

engaged with great zeal; and, by his amiable and winning manners, and
especially by mingling with the Indians in their athletic sports, he acquired
a commanding influence over them, and brought them entirely within his'
control. He laboured for them with untiring diligence, and with corresponding success; and became a proficient in their language, while he was
imparting to them a knowledge of his own. Having completed the term
for which he was engaged, he returned to Hatfield, and resumed his theological studies, and was licensed to preach in the year 1753. In the summer of 1754, he was employed to preach as a candidate for settlement, by
the First church and society in Sharon, Conn.; and, after preaching to them
in thia capacity for more than a year, he accepted their call, and was duly
constituted their pastor, August 28, 1755.
The field of labour into which Mr. Smith now entered, was, in many
respects, a difficult one. A diversity of religious sentiment existed in the
parbh, in consequence of its having been overrun, in a great degree, by
schismatics; the spirit of infidelity was rife in various circles; profligacy
in different forms took on an air of unaccustomed insolence ; and scenes of
profane, nocturnal revelry were multiplied on every side. Few men were
better adapted to meet such an exigency than Mr. Smith. While he was
honest and firm in the discharge of his various duties, and scrupled not to
proclaim unwelcome truths, and to administer pointed rebukes, both in
public and in private, so prudent and conciliatory was his spirit, so bland and
attractive were his manners, that he rarely, if ever, gave offence, while yet
he was enabled to prosecute successfully the work of reformation. He did
not scruple even to go in person to the midnight haunts of sensual excess;
bnt he did it with such an air of sincerity and benevolence, that, while he
never failed to disperse the company, he never, so far as was known, even
brotight upon himself their reproaches. The success that attended his prudent, benevolent, and persevering labours, is manifest in the fact that, long
before the close of his ministry, his parish became as much distinguished
for sobriety,'order, and attachment to Christian institutions, as they had
been, at the beginning, for the opposite qualities.
In the scenes of the Revolution, Mr. Smith not only felt a deep interest,
but took an active share. He served as Chaplain, under General Schuyler,
in the memorable campaign of 1775, and, in consequence of the hardships
and privations which he then endured, was seized with a malignant fever,
to which he had well nigh fallen a victim, and from the effects of which he
never entirely recovered. The important services which he rendered in the
anny, not merely in preaching, as he had opportunity, but in ministering
to the sick, encouraging the disheartened, and urging the importance of
stnct discipline and due subordination, were gratefully remembered by
niany, who had the opportunity of witnessing them, and especially by the
distinguished General, under whom he immediately served.
Mr. Smith was married in 1756 to a daughter of the Eev William
Worthington* of Saybrook; a lady distinguished alike for her intellectual
•WiLLiAH WoRTHiNGTON was a son of William Worthington, first of Hartford, and then of
voichMter, Conn., and grandson of Nicholas Worthington, the emigrant ancestor probably of
•U who bear the name of Worthington in the United States. " He was wounded in the Crom2'J™' wars;" lost a part or the whole of his estate by confiscation, and came to this countrj
»«Bt 1650. He settled first in Hatfield, Mass., and afterwards removed to Hartford, Conn.
William Worthington was born, probably in Colchester, December 5, 1695; was graduated at
jlWe CoUege in 1716; after being licensed to preach, was employed for some time in preaching
" otonington, Conn.; was settled as minister of Saybrook, West Parish (then called PoohpgJ
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resources, domestic virtues, social accomplishments, and earnest piety.
She died suddenly in June, 1800, at Albany, on her return from Ballston
Springs, at the age of sixty-eight. Notwithstanding the bereaved husband
evinced a cheerful submission to the Divine will under this afldictive dispensation, he felt the shock most deeply, and his health, from that time, began
visibly to decline. Finding himself, at length, inadequate to the discharge
of his pastoral duties in a manner satisfactory to himself, he requested his
parish to provide him a colleague ; and, accordingly, in the year 1804, he
had the happiness of seeing his wish realized. In 1805, fifty years from
the time of his ordination, he preached his Half-Century Sermon to a
numerous and deeply interested audience, from Luke i i . 29, 3 0 — " Lord,
now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word, for
mine eyes have seen thy salvation." He stated in the sermon that, in the
course of his ministry, he had delivered upwards of four thousand public
discourses, and more than fifteen hundred on funeral, and other special,
occasions.
Mr. Smith preached his last sermon, and administered the Communion,
on the first Sabbath in January, 1806. A disorder which had been, for
some time, making inroads upon his constitution, had now so far developed
itself, as to render him incapable of any further public service. He, however, continued in a lingering state for several months; and showed himself,
under the most excruciating paroxysms of disease, an edifying example of
calm and humble resignation. Two days before his death, he availed himself,
of a brief interval of freedom from pain, to leave his dying testimony to the
truth and excellence of the Holy Scriptures ; and, after having briefiy enumerated and enforced what he regarded the essential doctrines of the Gospel,
he thus concluded his remarks :—" These things I have preached to others,
and these things I myself believe as fully as that the Bible is the word of
God ; and this I believe as fully a.s that the Son of God was made manifest
in the fiesh; and this I believe as fully as that God governs the world;
and this I believe as fully as I believe in my own present existence and
approaching dissolution. Lord, help mine unbelief!" He said little after
this, more than to give a response to an appropriate prayer which his colleague offered at his bedside; but he remained perfectly tranquil, till the
morning of the 27th of November, 1806, when he expired without a struggle, in the seventy-sixth year of his age, and the fifty-second of his
ministry.
Mr. Smith published a Sermon at the ordination of Jeremiah Day, 1770;
a Sermon occasioned by the death of the wife of the Eev. Jeremiah Day,
1771 ; and a Sermon at the ordination of Daniel Smith, 1793.
Mr. Smith had six children, two sons and four daughters. One of the
sons, John Cotton, is well known in the political history of the State and
Nation. The youngest daughter was married to the Eev. Daniel Smith, who
was graduated at Yale College in 1791; studied Theology under the Rev.
Cotton Mather Smith; was ordained pastor of the church in Stamford,
Conn., June 13, 1793 ; and died in 1846. He was a member of the Corporation of Yale College from 1818 till his death.
in 1726; and died November 16, 1756. He preached the Election Sermon in 1744, whichwas
published. He was a persuasive and popular preacher, a devoted pastor, and was especially
distinguished for his bland and gentlemanly manners. Many of his descendants are persons of
great respectability, among whom are the late John Cqjtton Smith, Governor of Connecticut,
and Professor l^owler of Amherst College,
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FROM THE REV THOMAS ROBBINS, D. D,
HARTFOEB, 4th May,

1850,

Dear Sir: The Rev, Cottou Mather Smith was minister of a parish in the immediate neighbourhood of my father's, and was often a visitor at our house, and often
exchanged pulpits with my father, during my early years. My personal acquaintance with him wa.-^ chiefly at that period, though it was continued, with more or less
intimacy, till the close of his life, I feel as if I was tolerably well acquainted with
llis character, and am quite willing to give you my impressions concerning it,
Mv. Smith was a man of middle size, rather tall than otherwise, and united great
benignity and intelligence in the expression'of his countenance. His manners were
remarkably polished, so that he might have appeared to advantage even in a court:
they were a delightful compound of simplicity, gracefulness, and dignity; while,
on the other hand, they were entirely free from hauteur or ostentation, and he could
make the humblest man in the community feel at home in his company. In his
intercourse with his people, and with society at large, he was distinguished for his
prudence—he never performed an act, or uttered a word, that was fitted needlessly
to wound others, or to impair the dignity, or lessen the influence, of his own character. He possessed an exquisite sensibility, which was sometimes a source of great
pleasure to him, and not unfrequently of no inconsiderable pain. His sense of right
and wrong was exceedingly nice, and with all his mildness, he was capable of dealing out severe reproofs to obstinate offenders. An illustration of this remark now
occurs to me. He was sent, as were several of his brethren, at an early period, by
the Litchfield County Association, as a missionary into Vermont, which was then
but very sparsely settled, and in some parts, by a population of rather an equivocal character. Some of the inhabitants,—I think Ethan Allen of infidel notoriety,
was among them,—took it in high dudgeon that he should have come on such an
errand, as if there was some implication that they needed to be converted from a
state of Heathenism, They even attacked him in the most rude and opprobrious
manner in the public papers ; and he replied to their wanton attack with dignified severity. I remember that the closing words of his answer, which certainly
showed an indignant sense of injury were,—" The Lord rebuke thee, Satan."
Mr. Smith was not only a polished gentleman, and a discreet and affectionate
pastor, but a devout and earnest Christian, and an instructive and animated
preacher. He had a good deal of unction in the pulpit, but his manner was simple, natural, and graceful. His views of Divine truth were substantially those
which v.'ere held by Dr, Bellamy; but his gentle and urbane manner prevented him
from ever giving needless offence. I do not think of any clergyman whom he more
nearly resembled in his winning and attractive qualities, than your venerable predecessor, Dr, Lathrop of West Springfield, You are aware that his son, the late
Hon. John Cotton Smith, was not only distinguished for the symmetry and consistency of both his natural and Christian character, but was a model of all tho
Christian virtues and graces. I cannot better describe the father than by saying
that the son inherited his fine qualities,
I am truly yours,
THOMAS ROBBINS.
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JOHN HOOKER.^
1753—1777.
FROM THE HON LEWIS STRONG.
NouTHAMPTON, Mass., January 25, 1848.
Dear Sir : Since I received your letter, I have taken a good deal of
pains to obtain the requisite information for a sketch of my grandfather, the
E E V - J O H N H O O K E R , formerly minister of this town ; but with much less
success than I could have wished. Though it is only about seventy years
since his death, I can find none here, except two or three old ladies, who
even remember him ; and they can tell me little more than that he was an
excellent preacher and pastor, and a great favourite among the people.
He was born in Kensington, Conn., now a parish in the town of Berlin,
in the year 1729. He was a son of John Hooker, a respectable farmer of
that place, who was a grandson of the E-ev. Samuel Hooker of Farmington,
and a great-grandson of the renowned Thomas Hooker of Hartford. His
early life is supposed to have been spent in agricultural pursuits. He was
graduated at Yale College in 1751 ; and was ordained pastor of the Congregational church in this town, December 5, 1753. He was married on the
10th of December, 1755, to Sarah Worthington, a sister of Colonel John
Worthington, one of the most eminent lawyers in Massachusetts. The
marriage took place at Colonel Worthington's house in Springfield; and
there is a tradition in the family that, according to the etiquette cf those
days, the bride rode from Springfield to this place, on horseback, on a
pillion, behind one of Mr, Hooker's deacons.
Old Mrs, W
, who was admitted to the church in the interim between
the dismission of President Edwards and the settlement of his successor,
says that Mr. Hooker was a most excellent and lovely man, of the most
condescending, familiar, and winning manners, and singularly devoted to the
welfare, and gifted in the instruction, of children. He was in the habit of
catechising the children of the congregation,—making use of the Assembly's
Catechism, in the meeting house ;—giving out, from time to time, questions
for their examination at home, and receiving their answers with proofs from
Scripture at his own house ; thus bringing the young people of the town
into frequent and familiar intercourse with himself as their minister. In
this way, and by tbe interest he uniformly manifested in their welfare, he
became the object of their strong affection ; while the gentleness of his
deportment, his sound discretion, and his instructive discourses in the pulpit,
secured to him, to such an extent, the love and respect of his people, that
they were always satisfied to hear him, and did not care to hear any body else.
The expression of his countenance she represents as having been both
benign and intelligent, and his person of about the medium size,—not very
unlike, I should judge from her representation, to his son, the late Judge
Hooker of Springfield.
Mr. Hooker published two sermons only—one at the ordination of
Thomas Allen at Pittsfield, in 1764 ; the other on the death of the Eev.
John Hunt, in 1775. If tbe last be not much superior to his ordinary
* Allen's Biog, Diet.—Holland's Hist. West. Mass., ii.
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discourses, and his manner of delivery was as easy, and unpretending, and
animated, as my informant seems to have thought it, I can readily believe
that his death must have been regarded, at least by his own people, as a
great calamity.
From papers still in possession of one branch of his family, as well as
from the representations of his daughter, the late Mrs. Williams, it appears
that Mr. Hooker must have taken an unusuai interest, and made great
proficiency, in the study of Astronomy, in early life, and that he retained
that interest in an unusual degree, long after he was settled in the ministry.
His death, from the small pox, was no doubt preceded and attended by
circumstances peculiarly distressing, not only to his wife and children, but
to himself; and yet I have always understood that, from first to last, the
tranquillity of his mind was undisturbed. The evening before his removal
to the pest house, where he afterwards died, he exclaimed, when alluding in
his family prayer to the possible, and perhaps probable, termination of his
illness,—" Whcji thou wilt, and where thou wilt, and how thou w i l t ! " and
when told a little before the event occurred, that he had but a short time
to live, he repeated with great animation the hymn,
'' How beauteous are their feet," &c.
The inscription upon his monument, (and it is supposed to have been written
by my father,* who married Sarah Hooker, one of his daughters, in
November, 1777,) is as follows:—
" Here lies the Rev. John Hooker, who died of the small pox, 6th of February, 1777,
in the forty-ninth year of his age.
" In him an excellent and cultivated genius, engaging manners, and the temper of the
Gospel, combined to form an able and faithful minister, and to render him exemplary
and beloved in all the relations of life.
" The affectionate people of his charge, in remembrance of his many amiable and
Christian virtues, erected this monument to his memory."
I have thus given you. My Dear Sir, a very meagre account,—and yet it
is the best I can obtain,—of this excellent man. In seeking the materials
even for this, however, I have been so well satisfied of the peculiar loveliness of his character, that I can only regret now that you or some one else,
by making the inquiries you have proposed, did not put me upon an investigation, yielding me so much pleasure, forty years ago.
With great respect, I am. Dear Sir,
Very truly and affectionately yours,
L. STRONG.
In addition to what is contained in the above communication from the
Hon. ^Ir. Strong, I think it proper to state the impressions of the Eev.
Dr. Lathrop of West Springfield concerning Mr. Hooker, as he communicated them to me many years ago, Dr, Lathrop's settlement at West
Springfield was only two years after that of Mr. Hooker at Northampton,
so that Dr. L. had the opportunity of knowing him during nearly his whole
mini-^try. The amount of his testimony, to the best of my recollection, was
a^ follows:—
That in his religious views Mr. H. was substantially a Calvinist, though
'liffering somewhat in bis statements of some of the Evangelical doctrines
from llis predecessor. President Edwards ; that, while he preached the truth
^ith simplicity and directness, he met, with great skill and caution, the
^OL, I .

• The lato Gov. Strong of Massachusetts.
G4
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prejudices of his hearers, and always avoided giving needless offence; that
his manner was earnest, and attractive, and free from every thing that had
the semblance of affectation; in short, that he was, on the whole, as fine a
model of a preacher as he had ever listened to. He mentioned particularly
having heard him preach a sermon at Springfield on the "Sealing of the
Spirit," while he (Dr. L.) was pursuing his theological studies under the
direction of the Eev. Mr. Breck,—which he did not remember to have ever
heard exceeded by any effort in the pulpit. He spoke of it as a proof of
his singularly gifted mind and excellent character, that, notwithstanding the
violent tempest which had been raging at Northampton for years, previous
to his settlement, it was then completely hushed ; and the contending parties
in the church quickly sacrificed their mutual asperities in their common
attachment to his ministry. In short, among all the great and good men
with whom Dr. Lathrop was contemporary, I do not remember to have
heard him speak of one upon whom he placed a higher estimate as a man, a
Christian, and a minister, than Mr. Hooker of Northampton.

ELIZUR GOODRICH, D. D.
1754—1797.
FROM THE REV CHAUNCET A. GOODRICH, D. D.,
PROFESSOR

IN TALE COLLEGE.

TALE COLLEGE, March 1st, 1856.
My Dear Sir: You requested me, a little before my father's death, to
take down from his lips some "brief account of my grandfather, the E E V .
E L I Z U R G O O D E I C H , D . D . , second pastor of the Congregational church in
Durham, Conn. I accordingly did so, and will now give you the substance
of what he said; adding a few anecdotes, (as you particularly desired,)
which may serve to illustrate his character or the times in which he
lived.
All who bear the name in this country, however differently it may be
spelt, are supposed to be descended from two brothers John and William
Goodrich, who came out in early life from the neighbourhood of Goodrich
Castle in the West of England, and settled in Wethersfield, Conn., about
the year 1640. My grandfather was third in descent from William ; and
was born in the South parish of Wethersfield, now the town of Eocky Hill,
on the 26th of October, ( 0 . S.) 1734, He was named after an uncle. Col.
Elizur Goodrich, a man of property and without children, who offered (it
is understood) to be at the expense of giving his namesake an education at
College,—tbe first of the family who enjoyed this privilege. The boy was
accordingly placed at an early age with the Eev. James Lockwood of
Wethersfield, one of the ablest scholars in the American Colonies. Here,
he was taught the languages with that peculiar thoroughness which came
down to the first ministers of New England, from men who had been trained
in the school of Erasmus, He was made to speak Latin from childhood,
much like a mother tongue ; and when he entered Yale College at the
age of fourteen, he probably knew it better as a medium of thought,
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than the majority of our Alumni when they leave the institution. This
familiarity went on increasing throughout life; most of his reading, especially among Commentators, lay in that language; so that for many years
during his seasons of severe study, he appeared (as my father remarked) to
think in Latin quite as much as in English. He entered College at a favourable time, during the be*t days of Mr. Clap's Presidency. The changes
made eight years before in the course of study, had now gone into full operation. Tbe physical sciences, especially Astronomy, had gained a strong
hold on tbe minds of the students, through the recent discoveries of Newton ; and the whole life of my grandfather shows the absorbing interest
with which he must have entered into these pursuits, during his collegiate
course. In the busiest scenes of his ministry, he rarely failed to compute
the eclipses of each new year, as it approached. He spent much time in
abstruse mathematical studies. He was a careful observer of tbe heavens;
and when the Aurora Borealis made its appearance again with so much
splendour in 1780, he drew up one of the fullest accounts of it ever published,
giving an exact delineation on paper of the auroral arch. It was with such
habits that he took his degree of Bachelor of Arts at the age of eighteen,
in the autumn of 1752.
He now studied Theology and began to preach, but was called back to the
Tutorship in 1755. This office he held only a year, being invited to the
pastoral charge of the Congregational church in Durhaih, Conn., where he
was ordained November 24th, 1756, and soon after married to a granddaughter of his predecessor, the Eev. Nathaniel Chauncey. In your
account of this venerable man, mention has no doubt been made of a
remarkable library which he obtained from England, through the kindness
of his friends there. I t was one of the largest collections of books ever
brought into the Colonies on private account; and had just been divided
among his children, placing in the hands of tbe new pastor the share which
fell to his father-in-law. This was in itself a very ample library. As I
saw it forty years after, it completely covered the walls of two large rooms
from the fioor to the ceiling; while the additions he had himself made,
nearly filled an adjoining apartment which was used for writing. Here he
gave the first ten years of his ministry to severe study ; and could do it the
more easily, because, his people expected scarcely any care or attention
except on the Sabbath. The entire parish, with the few exceptions arising
from illness or extreme age, met him every week, without fail, in the house
of Goil. Any who had need, covtld see him alone in the intervals of Divine
worship; and this was all they asked of their pastor, except in cases of
very severe illness or death. Thus, his whole time was at his command;
and during these ten years, he rarely spent less than fourteen hours a day
in severe intellectual labour. One simple rule gave him uniform health; it
was that of rising from every meal with as much appetite as when he sat
down.
A large part of his time was, at first, devoted to the interpretation of the
Scriptures. He had become familiar with the Hebrew while at College ; and
was accustomed during most of his life, to read at family prayers directly
from the original of the Old or New Testament, giving a translation of his
own with such comments as the case required. His Hebrew Bible now
lies before mc ; and it is interesting to trace tbe steady progress he made
through its pages, as recorded at the head of each book with his own pen.
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I t seems to have taken him about fourteen months, on an average, to go
through the Old Testament. How many times he repeated the process, it
is impossible to say ; but his reading of the word of God for devotional purposes as well as for criticism, seems to have lain, during his whole life,
chiefiy in the original tongues. Most of his labour, however, was bestowed
at this time on the explanation of difficult passages of Scripture. There
were two physicians in adjoining towns, of a skeptical turn of mind. Both
of them had an extensive practice throughout the county; and wherever
they went, were continually throwing out insinuations against religion, on
the ground of alleged difficulties or contradictions in the Bible. This led
him to study the passages referred to, with the closest attention. He had
the means of doing so on a broad scale, since his library contained nearly
all the great commentators of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, such
as Calvin, Beza, Piscator, &c., with a complete collection of the ablest
Puritan Divines. The conclusions he reached, were drawn out in extended
dissertations, of which I believe more than two hundred were found among
his papers after his death. One of them on the passage, " H e shall be
called a Nazarene," fills nearly forty pages in quarto, and most of them
were of half that size. Some were apparently intended for the physicians
in question; while others were probably circulated by the clergy and
friends of religion, in the neighbouring towns. Thus, they answered the
purpose of those Tracts and shorter treatises in defence-of ,t^e Bible, which
have happily been so much multiplied of late, for the maintenance of
revealed truth.
At the expiration of ten years, he found a young family growing up
around him, with no adequate means for their support. He had received
from his people what was then called a "settlement," that is, a sufficient
sum of money to procure a convenient house and homestead. But his
salary was only §333.34 a year, with the use of a few acres of parsonage
land. He lived on one of the great thoroughfares of New England, at a
time when clergymen always travelled at the expense of their brethren along
the road; and his house was every where known for its generous hospitality.
He was, therefore, compelled to seek more ample means of support, and now
began to prepare students for College. His thorough scholarship made him
a highly successful teacher ; he had usually from fifteen to thirty under his
care at once ; and during the next twenty years, nearly three hundred
young men passed under his instructions. In this way, he was enabled to
educate his five sons at College and prepare them for public life ; in addition to which, he left an estate of six or seven thousand dollars, as the proceeds of his labours as a teacher.
His mathematical studies, in the mean time, were by no means neglected ;
on the contrary, his employment as an instructor led him to cultivate them
with perhaps greater _ assiduity. A single anecdote will illustrate his
absorption of thought in such studies. He had spent a number of weeks
in the investigation of some question in the mixed mathematics, involving
long fiuxionary processes, and had arrived at conclusions, materially different from what he anticipated. This led him to suspect some error ; but
after going over his calculations again and again, he was unable to detect
it. At length, he sent his papers to be examined by the President and
Professor of Mathematics in Yale College, who were equally unable to discover any mistake. One of them, at last, forwarded the paper to Dr. Eit-
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tenhouse of Philadelphia, who was also baflfled, and proposed to send it for
examination to Dr. Maskelyne of London. I will give you the remainder
of the story in my father's words. " One hot afternoon in J u l y , " said he,
" I was raking hay in the home-lot, behind the old gentleman, who seemed
much immersed in thought, talking earnestly to himself, and raking the
faster as he talked.
At last he stopped short and broke out,—' Ah, I see
it! I see it! There it i s ! ' ' See what, father ?' ' I see where the blunder
lav! I must get back that foolish paper from Dr. Eittenhouse, before he
sends it to England.' He threw down his rake, ran into the house, and
despatched his letter by the earliest conveyance."
The first occasion which drew him into an acquaintance with the clergy
of other States, was one of lively interest to the American churches. A
plan had been formed in England for sending out Diocesan Bishops to be
stationed in each of the Colonies, either by act of Parliament or through
the agency of the Established Church. This (whether rightly or not)
excited much alarm; and in 1766, the Synod of New York and Philadelphia invited the General Association of Connecticut to meet them
by delegates in a Convention on the subject. Annual sessions of this
body were held alternately in New Jersey and Connecticut, down t.o 1776 ;
and my grandfather was repeatedly sent as a delegate. By order of
the Convention, he drew up Eeports which fill nearly one third of the
minutes, as published at a later day by Dr. Field. One of them was an
estimate of the population of Connecticut in 1774, with tbe number of
"dissenters," as they were then called, from the established order of our
churches. I t was founded on actual returns from every parish, obtained by
a long and extended correspondence with all quarters of the State. The
original is now before me ; and I observe that the number was only six in
the town of Durham, out of a population of a thousand and thirty-one.
All of these, as an aged inhabitant once told me, became Tories when the
war commenced; and at a later period were brought into great danger of
their lives, by a supposed correspondence with the enemy. " Your grandfather," he added, " interposed in their behalf with great earnestness and
with ultimate success ; and most of them, after their release, called upon
him with a request to be received back among his people: urging him particularly to accept their parish dues for nearly ten years which had elapsed
since they left his congregation. In the Convention just mentioned, he
was brought into close intimacy with Dr. Eogers of New York, Dr.
McWhorter of Newark, and other leading members of the Presbyterian
Church, and it was probably through their infiuence, that he afterwards
received the degree of Doctor of Divinity from Princeton College.
It ought here to be said, to the credit of the American clergy, that the
zeal with which they entered into our revolutionary struggle, was not a mere
ebullition of feeling caught from their people, nor was it owing to any
impulse received from the politicians of the day. I t was the result of discussions carried on for some years by leading Divines among them, in their
social meetings and larger ecclesiastical bodies. All who ever studied under
Dr, Dwight, will remember the copiousness and fervour with which he
argued the question of " The Eight of Eesistance;" the exactness with
which he laid down the limitations of that right; and the very guarded
princijiks on which alone he admitted its exercise. This was a class of
reasonings to which the subject of this sketch formed an early attachment
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under the teachings of President Clap. He was thus led, at a later period,
to the study of such works as Cumberland's Law of Nature, Grotius, Puffendorff, &c.; and one of his sons who had spent most of his life in the conflicts of the Senate, once remarked that he had met with no one in all his
intercourse with public men, who had entered more deeply into the great
principles of law and jurisprudence, or could state an argument on the subject with more binding force. As the result of inquiries thus conducted, he
carried the discussion into his pulpit; and urged it upon his people as a
religious duty, to lay down their property and their lives in the conflict.
I t is on this subject alone that I find him rising into impassioned eloquence,
in the sermons which he left behind. His zeal in the cause made his name
familiar to all the country around, as the following anecdote will show. The
Tories having possession of Long Island, carried on an active trade in British goods with the small ports along the Sound, from New Haven to tho
mouth of Connecticut river. This awakened great indignation among the
people of the adjacent towns, who considered Governor Trumbull (though
very unjustly) as too remiss in his efforts to put down the trade. At one
of the May elections, they took a curious mode to mark their dissatisfaction. They sent up to Hartford more than a thousand votes for the " Eev.
Elizur Goodrich " to be Governor of Connecticut; a singular specimen of
the quaint humour which the Puritan race so often intermingled with their
gravest concerns.
In 1776, he was elected into the Corporation of Yale College. The next
year, it became necessary to appoint a President, and the eyes of many were
turned on Dr. Stiles; who did not himself, however, expect the appointment,
since he remarks in his Diary, " I thought such were the sentiments of the
Assembly and a plurality of the pastors respecting my ideas of ecclesiastical polity, and my doctrinal system of Divinity, that it was impossible I
should be elected." Owing to his long absence from the State, there had
been no opportunity of modifying these sentiments by personal intercourse;
in addition to which, some of his warmest supporters were men who had
become obnoxious to the clergy in a previous controversy, and were still
considered by many as seeking to introduce dangerous innovations in Theology. Under these circumstances, a large part of the clergy selected Dr.
Goodrich as their candidate ; and when the vote was first taken, the Corporation was equally divided between him and Dr. Stiles. At a subsequent
ballot, the latter was elected by a small majority, but declared when he
learned the vote, " Nothing short of unanimity shall induce my acceptance.
I t was now proposed that he should meet the Corporation for a free interchange of views ; and the result showed in this case as in many others, that
a few hours of private conversation in a spirit of peace, may do more to
make good men understand each other, than years of discussion at a distance.
Dr. Goodrich came forward at the end of the conference, and declared himself fidly satisfied. Differences there might be in modes of statement, or
in what might be called the "philosophy of religion;" but they were perfectly agreed in the cardinal doctrines of the Gospel. He, therefore, urged
his friends to unite in giving a cordial support to Dr. Stiles; and the next
day, accordingly, the Corporation unanimously chose him Professor of
Ecclesiastical History, an office created apparently on the instant, as a means
of giving him a united proof of their confidence. This decided his acceptance ; and from that moment, the two candidates became friends for life.
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Dr. Goodrich was soon after chosen into a Committee, (since called the
Prudential Committee,) to which the concerns of the College are mainly
intrusted ; and speedily became the most active member of the Corporation
in its business concerns. In this capacity, his labours in behalf of the College during the whole of D^. Stiles' Presidency and a part of Dr. Dwight's,
were perhaps the most useful labours of his life. The latter remarked, in
speaking of them, " N o man living probably so well understood the interests
of our University, or for more than twenty years took so active and important a part in its concerns."
Some years ago, I met with an aged lady, a member of the Durham
church, who gave me a few of those " personal recollections" which you
consider peculiarly desirable in a sketch like this. Her countenance lighted
up at the mention of her old pastor; and she went on in stronger terms
than I had ever heard from any of the family, to speak of the veneration in
which he was held by the whole parish. They knew nothing, she said, of
his learning from any display of it in the pulpit; but they perfectly understood his eminent scholarship, and were proud of him on this account.
There was, however, a young farmer who had heard so much about the
study of Hebrew, that he was eager to undertake it. He asked assistance,
which was freely given him for two or three years during the winter season,
till he was able to read the Old Testament for life with but little dif&culty.
In dwelling on the character of her pastor, she seemed to think of him not
merely as a devout man, a powerful preacher, and a kind friend, though he
was all these; but chiefly as a man eminent for his wisdo7n.
All the
churches around resorted to him as a counsellor in their disputes and difficulties. He was arbiter among his own people. He was the peace-maker
of the neighbourhood. I asked her if he had any thing sportive in his character,
since I remembered him only for his grave deportment.
" A great deal!"
she said, " A great deal! He rarely came to our house without a lively
flow of wit or humour." " I t was s o , " she added, "with all the old people
at that day; notwithstanding the gravity of their deportment, they had a
remarkable love of fu7i."
An anecdote was given of his mother-in-law,
Mrs. Chauncey, (who lived in his family,) as showing this trait in connection with that horror of Indians which was felt by all the elderly people of
that time. A contribution was taken up one Sunday, for missionary purposes among one of the Western tribes; and in counting the money, a
musket ball was found in the contribution box. As the question went
round, " W h a t does it mean ? who could have done it ?" the old lady came
forward with a slight twinkle in one of her eyes, " I did it," said she: " I
think a good leaden bullet is the only contribution that should be sent to
Indians,"
But I must hasten to a close. At the annual thanksgiving in 1797, my
grandfather wished the New Haven family to be with him, and we were all
there. I will describe his personal appearance, as I then (at the age of
seven years) saw him for the last time. He was of the middle stature,
strong built and somewhat corpulent, with regular features, a full and
rounded cheek, a light complexion, and uncommonly ruddy for one of his
years. He was bald, with a high forehead, and a light blue eye of great
keenness when fixed upon any one intently.
That aftcinoon, he started on horseback (his usual mode of travelling) for
^ circuit of a fortnight among the College farms in Litchfield county. On
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Saturday, he arrived a* the house of Governor W o l c o t t in Litchfield, whose
youngest daughter was married to his oldest son. She was there, attending
upon her father, who was then somewhat ill, and who died twelve days after
from a sudden access of disease.
On Sunday, he preached both parts of
the day for the E e v . Mr. Champion,* with great solemnity and fervour.
Monday morning, he had an interview of two hours with the Governor,
whose mind was clouded by disease, and disturbed on some points of a religious nature, which had given him more or less trouble for many years. I t
was remembered with interest by the family, in view of the events which
followed, that the Governor remarked to his d a u g h t e r a t the close, " This
conversation has given me more light on these subjects, t h a n I ever obtained
before either from preaching or from reading. I feel consoled and strengthened."
My grandfather proceeded on his journey to Norfolk, where he
spent the n i g h t ; and the next morning, was found dead in his chamber, of
an apoplectic fit. Nothing had occurred to disturb the family ; and he
passed away without any one's knowing the exact time, in the sixty-fourth
year of his age, and the forty-second of his ministry.
His remains were conveyed to D u r h a m , where he was buried on the 25th
of November, 1797.
The funeral Sermon was preached by D r . Dwight,
who gave the following character of the deceased in addressing the clergy
who were p r e s e n t : —
" M y beloved brethren, a great man is fallen in our Israel to-day; a man of distinguished learning and understanding, of unusual prudence, and of singular skill and
experience in the concerns of congregations, churches, and ministers. Recommended
by tried wisdom, he was, as you well know, very extensively employed, and confided
in by both minister and people, throughout the State. By both were his useful labours
acknowledged in composing their differences, and directing their interests. To you,
to me, to all with whom he was connected, the loss is great and atfecting. In the
congregations, in the churches, and especially in the University, of this State, every
weight}' concern will remind us of his important services, and force us to feel what we
have lost. His talents were not only great and distinguished, but they were also of
that most useful kind, which we call practical.
Such t.alents are eminently fltted for
the service of God, and for usefulness to mankind. In whatever he was called to
judge or act, he made it his flrst business thoroughly to examine and fully to understand. This ho accomplished by diligent scrutiny, close attention to both sides of
disputable points, a careful investigation of principles, and a cautious consideration of
consequences. For this important business his thorough knowledge of the human
character qualified him in an eminent degree, as did also his strong powers of judging,
and his peculiar coolness and self-possession. Not less important were his attention,
patience, and perseverance, in investigating. In these most useful things, he was at
once an eminent blessing to mankind, and a most profltable example to us. No man
living probably so well understood the interests of our University, or for more than
twenty years took so active and important a part in its concerns. Few so well knew
the interests of our churches, or so ably and so extensively served them. I trust his
services will be, by us at least, gratefully remembered."
D r . Goodrich left six children, all of whom are now deceased.
Chauncey,
a lawyer at Hartford, who was employed most of his life in public service,
as a member of the House of Eepresentatives or of the Senate of the United
States, and at the time of his death was Lieutenant Governor of Connecticut.
Elizur, a lawyer at New Haven, who was also a member of Congress, the
first Professor of Law in Yale College, and J u d g e of several Courts in
Connecticut,
Samuel, who was first settled in the ministry at Eidgefield, Conn., and
afterwards at Berlin, Conn., where he remained till his death.
*JuDAH CHAMPION was graduated at Yale College in 1751; was ordained p.astor of the
church in Litchfield, Conn,, July 4, 1753; and died in 1810. He preached the Election Sermon in 1776, which was published.
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Elihu, a lawyer of extensive practice at Claverack, N. Y., where he died
in middle life.
Charles, a youth of great promise, who became deranged soon after he
left College, and remained so till his death.
Catherine, who was married to the Eev. David Smith, D. D., successor
of Dr. Goodrich as pastor of the church in Durham.
It is a striking fact in respect to this church, showing the longevity of
our early clergy, that the ministerial lives of Mr. Chauncey, Dr. Goodrich
and Dr. Smith (who is still living, though relieved from pastoral duty)
cover the space of more than one hundred and fifty years, from the settlement of the town. The ministry was continued by marriage in the same
family connection, throughout this whole period; and the house of Dr.
Smith is still the resort of his ministerial brethren, standing on the same
spot where the house of Mr. Chauncey was erected nearly a century and a
half ago.
The following are the published works of Dr Goodrich : A Sermon at
the ordination of the Eev. Eoger Newton* at Greenfield, Mass., November
IS, 1701. A Sermon at the ordination of the Eev. Benjamin Boardmant
at Hartford, Conn., 1784. A Sermon at the ordination of his son, the
Rev. Samuel Goodrich, at Eidgefield, Conn., 1786. An Election Sermon,
delivered at Hartford, 1787. A Sermon at the ordination of the Eev.
Matthew Noyes I at Northford, Conn., August 18, 1790.
I am very truly yours,
CHAUNCET A, GOODRICH,
•ROGER XEWTON was born in Durham, Conn,, May 23, 1737; was graduated at Yale College in 1758; studied Theology under the direction of the Eev, Elizur Goodrich of his native
place; and was constituted pastor of the church in Greenfield November 18, 17C1. He received
the degree of D, D, from Dartmouth College in 1806, and died December 10, 1816, aged seventynine. He was married to Abigail Hall of Middletown, Conn,, in August, 1762, who died October 21, ISOo, the mother of eight children. His eldest son, Roger, was graduated at Yale
College in 1785; was appointed Tutor in the CoUege in 1788; and died while holding that office,
in ITSO. Dr, Newton is represented by his contemporaries as possessing good natural talents,
as being a sensible and edifying preacher, and as distinguished for his benevolence, candour,
and wisdom,
TliKXjAMiN BOARDMAN was a native of Middletown, Conn.; was graduated at Yale College
inlTSS; was a Tutor in College in 1760-61; was ordained at Middle Haddam, January 5, 1762;
•nus dismissed in September, 1783; was installed pastor of the South church in Hartford, May
0, ITSl; was dismissed about 1789; and died February 12, 1802, aged seventy.
; MATTHEW NOYES was a native of Lyme; was graduated at Yale College in 1785; was
ordained pa.stor of the church at Northford, August 18, 1790; and died in 1839, He was a
member of the Corporation of Yale College from 1823 till his death.
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JONAS CLARK.
1755—1805.
FROM THE REV W I L L I A M W A R E ,
CAMBRIDGE, August 10,

1850,

Dear Sir : In reply to your note asking for some account of the life of
Mr. Clark of Lexington, I send you a few pages containing all the facts, I
believe, that can be ascertained.
Half a century ago, funeral sermons for the clergy, and newspapers for
all others, were the grand repositories of facts,—in truth, the only ones in
respect to the lives and characters of all whom it was thought worth while
to notice at all. Biographical dictionaries as yet were not. On the occasion of the death of Mr. Clark, the sermon was preached by Mr. Cushing,*
of Waltham, but was not printed, nor has it been preserved. More lately,
volumes of biography have appeared, having reference particularly to the
ministry, and in both Allen and Eliot brief sketches may be found of the
principal events in the life of the subject of this memoir. No other sources
of information are available, save the recollections of a few quiet, elderly
persons among his former parishioners, and the public records of the town.
J O N A S C L A R K was born at Newton, in this State, December 25, 1730;
was graduated at Cambridge, in 1752 ; was ordained in Lexington, November
5, 1755 ; and died November 15, 1805, after a m.inistry of a little more than
half a century. These are the principal facts tbat mark the life of a New
England clergyman, and in the present case there are but few others to
be added.
Although, however, the life of Mr. Clark was marked by few incidents save
those common to every man, yet he had, what may be called the happy
fortune to live in an eventful era—the era of our Eevolution; to witness its
first outbreak ; to watch and help on its progress ; to greet its successful
termination ; and, for many closing years of his life, to observe the hopeful
working of the machine which he bad contributed materially to set in motion.
His life was passed without deviation on his own small farm within the precincts
of his own small parish. Always at home,—with the exception perhaps of
an occasional excursion to the capital, or on a distant exchange, his labours,—
and they were many,—were confined to the narrow circle of the parish, the
homestead, and the village. It was not till trouble arose between the mother
country and the Colonies, that he, in some sense became a public man, in
the preparation of various documents of some importance ; and, not by
* JACOB CUSHINO was a son of Job Cushing, who was born at Hingham; was graduated at
Harvard College in 1714; was ordained first pastor of the church in Shrewsbury, December 4,
1723; aud died suddenly August 6, 1760, aged sixty-seven. The son was a native of Shrewsbury ; was graduated at Harvard College in 1748; was ordained pastor of the church in Waltham, November 22, 1762, and died January 18, 1809, aged seventy-nine. He received the
degree of Doctor of Divinity from his Alma Mater in 1807, He published a Sermon at the
ordination of Samuel Williams at Bradford, 1766; a Sermon at the ordination of Elijah Brown;
[who was a native of Waltham; was graduated at Harvard College in 1766; was ordained
pastor of the church in Sherburne, November 28, 1770; and died October 24, 1816, aged
eeventy-two;] a Sermon in commemoration of the battle of Lexington, 1778; a Sermon at the
ordination of Nathan Underwood; [who was a native of Lexington; was graduated at Harvard
College in 1788; was ordained pastor of the church in Harwich, November 21, 1792; was
dismissed April 8, 1828; and died May 1, 1841;] a Discourse on the death of the Rev. Joseph
Jackson of Brookline, 1796.
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making himself,—but by becoming by force of circumstances, quite a leader
on tbe Whig side of the controversy.
Setting this aside, and he was a clergyman in the strictest sense of the
term—he sought no duties or pleasures beyond the limits of his peculiar
ofiice. He was indeed a farmer, and a most industrious and hard-working
farmer, as well as a clergyman. But those callings are rather one than two,
aud were forced upon him rather than sought, as not one minister in ten in
the country could subsist,—provided he had a family,—without the addition
of a farm, its labours, and profits, to the parish grant of a small salary.
The farm was, in fact, but a subordinate branch of his profession. He was
ordained farmer as much as preacher. His salary was eighty pounds, and
twenty cords of wood. In the depreciated currency of those times the
eighty pounds of money were worth hardly so much as the twenty cords of
wood.
No fact of Mr. Clark's life could be truer or more worthy of record than
tbat he was, as has been said already, a bard-working, industrious man.
That he must have been to have succeeded, as he did, in either part of his
divided profession. As farmer, by industry and good management, he was
enabled to cultivate a farm of sixty acres, and at last die in unembarrassed
pu.-session of it. That was as much as many do in this world, who do
nothing else. But his sermons and his pastoral labours imposed another
burden as heavy—(much heavier in its load of anxieties)—as his other yoke of
physical labour and worldly care. The minister alone knows his own labours
and trials. But the minister of the present day can have but a feeble
comprehension of the labour of the same profession half a century ago,
when exchanges were much more infrequent, and the length of a sermon
more than double; so that every week, four sermons, instead of two, were
in fact to be written, or prepared for in some way. In the early part of his
life, 3Ir, C, wrote out the whole of his discourses of never less than an hour
each. Later, scarcely more than pretty full heads were committed to paper,
the rest extemporized. But in whatever way prepared and delivered, the
task was a considerable one, and enough for one life without the farming.
On a manuscript in my possession, I find the number upon it to be 2179,
which makes fifty-six sermons a year from the date of his ordination,
Mr. Clark, as a preacher, maintained a high rank among his brethren ;
and higher even than as a preacher was his general reputation for strong
sense and sound judgment in tbe common business of life. In all his own
iiei;;lil]ourhood, none stood in these respects higher than he, or was more
esteemed. His preaching was vigorous in the style, animated in the manner,
mstriictive in tbe matter. " H i s public discourses," it is said, " consisted
not of learned discussions on speculative or metaphysical subjects, nor yet
of dry lectures on heathen morality, but of the most interesting truths of
the Gospel, well arranged for the edification ofhis lioarcrs. And tliey wore
dehvered not in a formal, heartless manner, but with uncommon energy and
zeul," His voice was powerful and agreeable, and when excited by his
subject, whieli was often the case, it extended far lieyond the bounds of the
meeting house, and could be heard distinctly by those who were any where
in the immediate neigbbourhodd. His ajipenrance in the pulpit added somewhat to the eti'eet produced by bis sermons, which -was grave and dignified,
and, almost more than tbat, owing, [lartly, no doubt, to a full clerical
fo.'-tume of gown, cassock, and bands, and a wig of immense proportions and
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of snowy whiteness. On his dress and appearance generally he bestowed
great attention. He was characterized by a neatness so extreme as to serve
as a perpetual sermon on that graceful virtue to his people. He did not, in
his whole manner and conversation preach Whiggery more constantly or
with more devotion than the first mentioned virtue. They both would be
thought by many as extra-professional, and perhaps they were so; but they
were both so wrought into the substance and character of tbe man, that they
were not so much preached in any sense as simply exhibited, and then left to
produce their own proper effect.
The preaching of Mr. C. was characterized by great length as well as by
more commendable qualities. His sermons were rarely less than an hour,
often more. A sermon preached in 1781, and afterwards printed, could
hardly have been delivered in three. And his prayers were in due proportion
to the sermon. There is a tradition that, on a certain occasion, he was
known to have prayed more than two hours. Often, those of his people—
the younger members of the flock doubtless, who could not be restrained by
a feeling of devotion, a sense of propriety, or respect for the preacher, would
escape from the phurch for a while, and after a brief recreation in the neighbourhood, return to their places in time for the conclusion of the services. It
had not in the earlier part of his ministry been a custom in his church nor
elsewhere in that part of the country to read the Scriptures publicly as a
part bf Divine service. I t had at that period been just introduced at other
places. Mr. C. having received as a gift from Governor Hancock a folio
Bible magnificently bound, with the wish expressed,—which to him would
be law,—that it should be read on the Sabbath morning and evening from
the pulpit, he took occasion at the close of the services one day, to state to
the congregation what had occurred, and to say that, on the following
Sunday, the performance of the duty would be commenced. The prospect
of an addition to tbe present length of the services was an infiiction upon the
spirit of endurance more than could be borne—it was the fatal feather's
weight upon the camel's back; and no sooner had the pastor closed his
announcement, than the Deacon in his place rose and said that he apprehended that the proposition which had just been made would by no means
be agreeable to the people,—-that is, if it should have any efi'ect to increase
the present length of the services. Mr. C , however he might have felt the
rebuke, and that he could then carry his point only at the expense of his
sermons, with the greatest good sense and good nature instantly rejoined that
he did not intend that it should have that efi'ect.
In the matter of theological opinions, Mr. Clark would be ranked among
the Trinitarians and Calvinists. But that was not a time when opinions
were strictly scrutinized, or when men were called upon as peremptorily as
at present, or rather perhaps, a few years since, to define their tbeologicaj.
position. It is more important to observe that, whatever his opinions might
be, the spirit and temper of his life were just what the Gospel was designed
to produce—that he was a Christian in the highest and best sense of the
term; shown to be such, by a long and exemplary life, and a faithful practice of the virtues he had preached to others.
Mr. Clark, though a devoted minister, was, however, not insensible to or
neglectful of the duties which he considered that he owed to his country in
the eventful times in which it was his fortune to live. He was a patriot of
the most ardent and decided character. And it could be regarded only as a
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smgularly happy circumstance that, as Lexington was to be the place where
resistance to the power of England was first to occur, and the great act of
a declaration of war first to be made by the act of the people in the blood
to be there shed, making the place forever famous in history, the minister
of Lexington should have been a man of the principles, character, courage,
and energy of Mr. Clark. He was eminently a man produced by the
times,—more than equal to them ; rather a guide and leader. All his previous life, his preaching, his intercourse and conversation among his people
had been but a continued and most effectual preparation for the noble stand
taken by his people on the morning of the 19th of April. The militia on
tbe Common, that morning, were the same who filled the pews of the meeting house on the Sunday morning before, and the same who hung upon the
rear of the retreating enemy in the forenoon and throughout the day.
They were only carrying the preaching of many previous years into practice.
It would not be beyond the truth to assert that there was no person at
that time and in that vicinity,—not only no clergyman but no other person
of whatever calling or profession, who took a firmer stand for the liberties
of the country, or was more ready to perform the duties and endure the
sacrifices of a patriot, than the minister of Lexington. He was considered
moreover not only as a person of great ardour of temperament as a politician,—^tha first to move himself and set others in motion on great emergencies, but also as a person of great abilities, whose judgment was one more
than others to be respected and relied upon. No one than he better understood tbe state of the question as between the Colonies and England ; nor
were there any who earlier than he, or with more talent, at the town meetings, and at other places and times, argued the great topics on which differences had arisen, and then through the Eepresentatives of the town presented
the arguments and conclusions at which they had arrived, in papers which
he had prepared, to the General Court at their various sessions.
Papers of instructions of this character to the Eepresentatives of Lexington are in existence, running from 1762 to 1776; and were in each
instance drawn up by him ; and no one can read them, as they stand
engrossed on the Town Kecords, without respect for the talent they exhibit,
and admiration of the free and manly spirit, yet at the same time calm and
respectful, in which they are conceived. Mr. Everett says,—"Although
tbe part taken by Lexington was in full accordance with the course pursued
by many other towns in the Province, there is nothing invidious in the
remark that the document—[just referred to]—and in which the principles
and opinions of the town are embodied, have few equals and no superiors
among the productions of that class. They are well known to have proceeded from [his] pen, who, for many years previous to the Eevolution to
the close of his life, exercised a well deserved ascendancy in the public concerns of the Town." " M r . Clark," adds Mr. Everett, " was of a class of
citizens who rendered services second to no others in enlightening and animating the popular mind on the great question at issue—I mean the patriotic clergy of New England."
But it is easy to believe that long before a single document had been
formally prepared, Mr. Clark had many a time and for many a year in his
sermons,—(the political pamphlets of New England,) presented to his people the principles of the policy bv which the Colonies ought to be managed
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by tbe Crown or otherwise govern themselves. His discourses have but in
a few instances been preserved ; but enough have been to make it plain,
what, on a thousand occasions long before even the passage of the Stamp
Act, would have been the strain of his thought and his speech. So that,
when the struggle actually commenced, the people were ready for it,
thoroughly acquainted with the reasons on which the duty of resistance was
founded, and prepared to discbarge the duty at every hazard. No population within the compass of the Colonies were better prepared for the events
of the 19th of April, than the people of Lexington; no people to whom
the events of that day could more safely have been entrusted; none more
worthy of the duties that fell to their lot; or who better deserved the
honours which have followed the faithful performance of them. No single
individual probably did so much to educate tbe people up to that point of
intelligence, firmness, and courage, as their honoured and beloved pastor.
His hospitality ought not to be wholly omitted in any account of the life
and character of the minister of Lexington. This he considered a duty;
but it was in his case a duty which it was always his highest pleasure to
perform. I t is difficult to understand how, with his small means and his
own large family, he could at the same time entertain the numerous relatives, friends, and strangers wdio resorted to the parsonage. But it is the
will, not the wealth, that makes the hospitable man. His doors were
always wide open ; none knocked who were not received and welcomed.
But especially was there always room for his brethren of his own profession,
as, in their journeyings to and fro, tbey made his house—the custom of that
day—their inn. Among other visitors at the period of the Eevolution and
before it, was frequently John Hancock, afterward tbe Governor, who, as a
cousin of Mrs. Clark, was often a member of the family circle. Mutually
beneficial must have been tbe intercourse between two persons who sympathized so deeply on so many interesting points. Which was the principal
giver, and which the principal receiver, on those occasions, it were fruitless
to enquire. I t is enough to know that there was the utmost harmony
between them, and that their intercourse served to deepen and strengthen their
attachment to the great cause they had at heart. While under proscription,
both Samuel Adams and Mr. Hancock were visitors of Mr. Clark ; but
were obliged in haste to abandon their place of refuge on the morning of
the 19th. I t was a heavy day to the pastor, who, on the retreat of the
British, visiting the grounds directly under the windows of his church,
found eight of his beloved parishioners lying dead, and many others wounded.
Of the transactions of that morning and day, he drew up a narrative, the
manuscript of which lies before me, and the main facts of which have been
incorporated into the usual histories of the time.
Mr. Clark's publications, so far as I know, were tbe following :—A Sermon at Athol, Mass., at the ordination of Joseph Estabrook,* 1787. A
Sermon at Sudbury at the ordination of Josiah Bridge,! 1761. A Sermon
* JOSEPH ESTABROOK was born at Lexington, March 4, 1759; was graduated at Harvard
College in 1782; was ordained pastor of the church at Athol, Nov. 21, 1787; and died April
18, 1830, aged seventy-one. He published a Discourse at the funeral of the Rev. Joseph Lee—
[who was born at Concord, Mass.; was ordained pastor of the church in Royalston, Oct, 10,
1768; and died Feb, 16, 1819, aged seventy-seven,]
t JOSIAH BRIDGE was born at Lexington, Dec. 28, 1739; was graduated at Harvard College
in 1758; was ordained pastor of the church at Sudbury, Nov. 4,1761: and died June 20, 1801,
aged sixty-two. He published the Election Sermon, 1789.
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at Lexington to commemorate the commencement of hostilities, &c. 1776.
Election Sermon, 1781.
The later years of his life were passed in almost uninterrupted health,
and in the steady performance of all the duties of his office, till his days
were, in 1805, suddenly closed by the occurrence of a dropsy. But till
within a few weeks of his death he was able to visit the families of his
parish.
The family of Mr. Clark consisted of six sons and six daughters, all but
four living at the time of his death. The oldest child, a son, died in
infancy. None of the sons embraced the profession of the father, but
became men of business. Of the daughters, four were married and all to
clergymen, viz : to Mr. Green* of Berwick, Me,; Dr. Fiske t of West Cambridge ; Dr. Harris, President of Columbia College, New York; and Dr.
Ware, Hollis Professor in the University in Cambridge.
Very truly yours,
"WILLIAM WARE.

SAMUEL HOPKINS, D. D.

(SECOND).,!

1755—1811.
SAMUEL H O P K I N S was a son of the Eev. Samuel Hopkins of Wes*
Springfield, Mass. The father was the son of John Hopkins of Waterbury,
Conn.,—a man of exemplary piety, who died there, November 4, 1732.
He was graduated at Yale College in 1718 ; was ordained pastor of the
church in West Springfield, June 1, 1720 ; and died suddenly in October,
1755, in the sixty-second year of his age. He was married June 28, 1727,
to Esther, daughter of the Eev. Timo.thy Edwards of East Windsor. They
had four children—one daughter, Hannah, who was married to the Hon.
John Worthington of Springfield; and one son, who forms the main subject
of this sketch. He published "Historical memoirs relating to the Housatonnoc Indians; or an account of the methods used for the propagation of
the Gospel among that heathenish tribe und-er the ministry, of the Eev. John
Sergeant, with the character of that worthy missionary, and an address to
•BENJAMIN GREEN was born at Waltham, Mass., May 5, 1764; was graduated at Harvard
CoUegein 1784; was ordained pastor of the church in Medway, June 25, 1788; was dismissed
Feb. 28, 1793; afterwards studied law, and settled at Berwick, M e . ; where he died, October,
1837. He was Judge of one of the Courts of the State.
t THADDEUS F I S K E was the son of Jonathan and Abigail Fiske, and was born at Weston,
Mass., June 22, 1762, He was fitted for College by the Rev. Samuel Woodward, the minister
of his native place, was admitted a student of Harvard College in 1781, and was graduated in
1785. He then taught a school for a short time at Lexington, after which he returned to CamMidge, as a theological student, availing himself of the instruction of Dr. Wigglesworth, then
Professor of Divinity in the College. He was licensed to preach by the Cambridge Association
on the 8th of August, 1786; and was ordained pastor of the Second church in Cambridge, (then
Killed Menotomy,) on the 23d of April, 1788; the sermon being preached by his relative, the
Rev. Dr, Nathan Fiske of Brookfield, Here he continued in the active discharge of the duties
of bis office till April 23, 1828, when he resigned his pastoral charge. He died Nov. 14, 1855,
&t that time the oldest graduate of Harvard College. He became a member of tbe Board of
Overaeers in that institution in 1788, and held the office forty years. In 1821, he received the
degree of D . D . from Columbia College, He published a Thanksgiving Discourse, 1795; ii
piaconrse on the twenty-first anniversary of his settlement, 1809; and a Sermon at tl:c elcfe < f
W* ministry, 1828.
tMSS. from his grandson, the Rev. S. H . Riddel, and from the Rev. Dr, Woodbridge.
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the people of this country," &c., 1753. I have read Mr. Hopkins' diary,
as well as a number of his manuscript sermons ; and have conversed with
several persons whose early years were spent under his ministry ; and from
all tbat I have been able to gather, I conclude that he must have been a
man of excellent judgment ; of fine moral qualities ; an evangelical and
instructive, but not very popular, preacher; a faithful pastor; and held in
high estimation by his brethren in the ministry, and by the community at
large.
Samuel Hopkins, the son, was born at West Spingfield, October 31,1729.
He was graduated at Yale College in 1749 ; and was a Tutor there from
1751 to 1754. He was ordained pastor of the church in Hadley, Mass., in
February, 1755, as successor to the Eev. Chester Williams.* He was married in February, 1756, to Mrs. Sarah Williams, the widow of his predecessor,—^who was the daughter of the Hon. Judge Porter of Hadley. She had
five children by her first marriage, and nine by her second. These all lived to
adult age, and most of them to advanced life; the average age of the whole
fourteen being sixty-one years and nearly six months.
Of the children of his wife by her former marriage, brought up and educated by himself, one daugliter became the wife of the Eev. Nathaniel
Emmons, D. D., and one son, Nehemiah Williams, was a highly respectable clergyman. He was born February 24, 1749; was graduated at Harvard College in 1769; was ordained pastor of the church in Brimfield,
Mass., February 9, 1775 ; and died November 26, 1796, aged forty-seven.
He was one of the first members of the American Academy of Arts and
Sciences. A volume of his sermons was published after his death. Of his
own children, the eldest, a son bearing his own name, was graduated at Yale
College in 1777, became a physician of much promise, but died at the age
of twenty-five. Four of the daughters were the wives of the following
clergymen—tbe Eev. Dr. Spring of Newburyport; tbe Eev. Dr. Austin of
Worcester; the Eev. William Eiddclt of Bristol, Me.; and the Eev,
Leonard Worcester of Peacham, Vt.
Mrs. Hopkins died February 5, 1774. Nearly three years after her death,
he formed a second connection—most happy for himself and his numerous
family, many of whom were young—with Margaret Stoddard of Boston.
He had no children by the second marriage. He became a second time a
widower in October, 1796, and remained so till his death.
He was honoured with the degree of Doctor of Divinity from Yale College in 1802.
* CHESTER WILLIAMS wsis a son of the Rev. Ebenezer Williams of Pomfret, Conn.; was
graduated at Yale College in 1735; was a Tutor there from 1738 to 1740; was ordained pastor
of the chureh in Hadley in the latter part of 1740 or the early part of 1741; and died October
13, 1753, aged thirty-six. He was a member, and the scribe, of the Ecclesiastical council that
dismissed Jonathan Edwards from bis pastorate in Northampton.
t WILLIAM RIDDEL was born in Coleraine, Mass., February 4, 1768; wasgr.aduated at Dartmouth College in 1793; studied Theology under the direction of Dr. Burton of Thetford, Vt_.;
was licensed to preach at Newbury, Vt.,"in January 1794; afterwards' spent several months in
studying under Dr. Emmons; wasordained pastor of the church in Bristol, Me., in August,
1796, and was dismissed in 1804; spent about one year as a missionary in New York; was a
stated supply tothe church in Townsend, Vt., from 1808 to 1810; occupied a farm in Gill from 1810
to 1815, preaching occasionally; was installed in Whittingham, Vt., September 27, 1815, and was
dismissed in August, 1817; resided in Bernardston from 1817 to 1819; then in Hadley two years;
then in Bernardston about twelve years; and afterwards chiefly in South Deerfield till his death,
whioh occurred October 24, 1849, at the age of eighty-two. His son, Samuel Hopkins, who
was graduated at Yale College in 1823, entered the ministry, and is at present (1855) one of
the editors of the Puritan Recorder,
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Dr. Hopkins continued to preach till February, 1809, when he was struck
with paralysis, which materially impaired his mental faculties, and rendered
him iiiadequate to any further public service. On the 20th of June, 1810,
Mr. (now the Eev. Dr.) John Woodbridge was ordained as his colleague;
though the whole pastoral charge was, from the commencement of Mr. W s
ministry, devolved upon him. Dr. Hopkins died in great peace on the
8th of March, 1811. His funeral sermon was preached by the Eev. Dr.
Lyman of Hatfield, and was published.
Dr. Hopkins published two Discourses, entitled " Infants of believers
members of the Church of Christ," in a volume of "Sermons on various
important doctrines and duties of the Christian religion," 1 7 9 9 ; and a
Half-century Sermon, 1805.

FROM THE REV PARSONS COOK, D, D.
. LYNN, October, 29, 1854.

Dear Sir: I must make a somewhat meagre reply to your request for some
reminiscences of Dr. Samuel Hopkins of Hadley. I was too young at the time
of his death to have collected in my own memory many resources for such a performance. Nor are my traditionary resources very abundant. My parents were
both natives of the town of which he was the sole minister. They were baptized
by him, as I myself also was. He was the first minister that I ever saw, to
recognise as one of an order of beings distinct from men. For so in truth 1
regarded him, as I saw his great white wig, composed of large rolls of hair, so
evidently not human, ascend the pulpit; or as I contemplated him with awe,
while passing the streets with a large cocked hat, and otherwise dressed as a
gentleman of the old school, Kemarkable as he was for facetiousness among his
friends, he was never otherwise than dignified. And as he walked abroad, he
carried with him such an amount of gravity and dignity as inspired with reverence all puerile spectators, to say the least. The children just let loose from
school, when he was passing, checked in mid-volley the explosion of their mirth,
held their breath, formed a line, and took off" their hats for their customary token
of reverence,—not to say worship. And when he actually entered the school to
hear the children say the catechism, it was perfectly awful! The trepidation of
those days I think has passed away; but the memory of it has not.
Of his preaching I remember nothing but what struck the eye. My mind's
eye retains his picture, as he stood in the pulpit, dressed in the clerical costume
of that day, which, to my childish fancy, seemed about midway between that of
a man and a woman, as his person seemed half human and half divine. His
manner in the pulpit was entirely without action; his reading of his sermons was
slow and drawling. His hearers had occasion to be something more than passive
receivers. It needed laborious attention to draw from him wljat he produced.
His mind was remarkable for sound judgment and practical wisdom. A distinguished lawyer, after hearing him preach, remarked that he would make a good
Judge. His style of writing was careless and unfinished, though it was not for
want of scholarship. His cousin. Dr. Hopkins of Newport, is said by his biographer to have had in the pulpit a manner " peculiarly unattractive." But when
he preached in Hadley, the people regarded him as quite animated, in comparison
with their own Dr. Hopkins.
In his Theology he was Calvinistic. But his Calvinism was of a type which
Stood opposed to Hopkinsianism,—which was much debated in his day. And he
held the Stoddardean view of Church ordinances. Though he was a nephew of
President Edwards, he was opposed to some points in his Theology, and especially
to his principle of admitting none to the church but those that professed regenwition. He held views of the means of grace different from those which now.
VOL. I.
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obtain among Calvinists. He held, in general accordance with those who teach
that conversion can be secured by the sinner's use of the means, and that the
means of grace are properly the sinner's means to an end, and not simply
God's means used with the sinner. He placed among the sinner's means of conversion his attendance on the Lord's Supper. He felt it to be his duty to urge
all persons whose lives were not immoral, to connect themselves with the church.
I was informed by a minister now deceased, who joined the Association before
the close of Dr. Hopkins' ministry, t h a t , in one meeting of the Association, the
question went round as to the state of religion in the several churches. When
the question came to him, he said the state of religion in Hadley Was distressingly low;—that, on the day before, he took his staff in his hand, and walked
from one end of the street to the other, to persuade the young married people to
join the church, and he could not induce one of them to do it. That was his
proof of the low state of religion. I t is among the recollections of my childhood,
that it was at so late a period a matter of dispute whether the Lord's Supper was,
in the phrase of the times, a " converting ordinance," For my own parents had
joined the church under that regimen, and were hopefully converted afterwards.
The Half-way Covenant was not in vogue under his ministry, though it was,
even some years later, in some of the neighbouring churches, I remember a peculiarity of form in the covenant used in his church. I t had a rare tenderness for
impenitent consciences, not to make them promise too much. It said, as I
quote from m e m o r y , — " You promise to endeavour, and hope to be assisted by
Divine grace," to do so and so. Among a people so conservative as was that, it
was not easy to change such an instrument. On my admission to the church five
years after his death, that covenant was in use, and I know not but that it
now is.
I have said that the Half-way Covenant was not in use under his ministry.
There was no occasion for it. As unconverted men found admission to full
communion, it was not necessary for them to enter the church half-way, to secure
the baptism of children. An actual occurrence in a neighbouring parish illustrated the inutility of such a distinction, held in such churches. A man of very
thoughtless and worldly habit came to the minister for admission to the church.
The minister asked him if he would be admitted to the Half-way Covenant now,
and to full communion afterwards. He replied, " Well, I guess I won't have but
one fuss about i t , " Before the close of Dr, Hopkins' ministry, there was among
the people a great change of principle touching this matter. About the year 1804,
there was a very general revival of religion, and many of the members of the
church were converted. But their conversion generally dispossessed their minds
of the idea that the Lord's Supper was a " converting ordinance,"
From what I have said it must not be inferred that Dr. Hopkins was lax in
doctrine or discipline. He held the main body of Calvinistic Divinity, and he
was not wont to hold back from his people any doctrine which he himself received.
I have seen some of his sermons in which the terrors of the law are exhibited
with rJl fidelity. Few men, I believe, have been more faithful to their own
convictions of t r u t h and duty.
One fact which contributed not a little to change the sentiments of his people
against some of his peculiarities, was the frequent preaching of his sons-in-law
in his pulpit. Though he ',vas specially averse to Hopkinsianism, he had become
especially married to it, Dr, Emmons married his step-daughter, Dr, Austin,
Dr, Spring, Mr, Worcester, and Mr, Riddel,—all Hopkinsian preachers, married
daughters of his. I t does not ordinarily fall to the lot of a Hopkins opposing
Hopkinsianism, to have five sons-in-law, and such sons-in-law, to supply his lack
of service in the preaching of it. These were frequently visiting him, and
preaching in his pulpit. And before the impression produced by one Hopkinsian
sermon had passed away from the minds of the people, another would come.

SAMUEL H O P K I N S .

§23

Thus there was kept up a constant agitation about it. Young as I Avas, I
distinctly recollect conversations and disputes about what was called the
" doctrine of Election," which was the common phrase for the Hopkinsian peculiarities,—and these disputes originating in the sermons of those ministers. Dr.
Hopkins did not reject the doctrine of Election, and if he preached it less than
some others, he had less occasion for doing it in person, having done it so much
by proxy that his people did not suffer for the want of it.
Dr. Hopkins' peculiar views were maintained in a correspondence between him
and the younger Edwards, which I learn is still extant. Nor was his correspondence with his cousin wholly controversial. Tradition has it that, after Dr,
Chauncey's book on Universalism was published, it was read to some extent, by
the people in Hadley, and Dr, Hopkins preached a series of sermons as an antidote.
These be transcribed for the use of Edwards in the way of hints and suggestions,
while preparing his work .against Chauncey,
In Dr. Hopkins' da}', the whole town formed but one congregation. No other
sect had gained a foothold in it. And though there are now three congregations,
they are all of the same denomination. In his day, it was a great point of
interest to keep out other sects. And no small part of the minister's duty was to
watch against interlopers. He had a rare sagacity in this matter. It is among
mj early recollections that there were two or three Baptist families in the place,
who were wont to invite in Baptist ministers to preach in private houses, and
caU in the neighbourhood to hear. This put in requisition the Doctor's wisdom,
which was always equal to the emergency, I recollect the singular potency of
one argument which the people took from him. It was that the close communion
Baptists denied ours to be a church of Christ, and that was regarded as so
preposterous and so offensive as not to be thought of. This, for the popular
mind, then and there, was all-sutficient. In his sermon, preached at the close
of a half-century of his ministry, he said, " Respecting causing divisions—in the
words of an Apostle, I beseech you. Brethren, mark them which cause divisions,
&c. Those commonly called Baptists among us have no pretence of any sufficient
ground for separation from our churches, save such of them as hold that we are
not churches of Christ, because baptized in infancy, and that, therefore they
cannot partake with us at the Lord's table. Such of them as allow us to be
churches of Christ, notwdthstanding our practice of infimt baptism, and can partake with us, these have no occasion for a separation from our churches. For we
are ready to baptize them at the age, and in the mode, they think proper, and
when baptized, to receive them to our communion."
His character was not without magnanimity. At the time when age had rendered him so infirm that it became needful for his people to settle a colleague, and
candidates were heard in reference to such a settlement, he stood above all jealousy
of being eclipsed bj^ his successor. At that time, the Rev. Dan Huntington,
recently dismissed from Litchfield, Conn,, made it his home in Hadley, with his
fether-in-law, Charles Phelps, Esq, He was enjoying a splendid popularity as a
preacher, and but for a jealousy of family influence, the people would have called
bira unanimously to be their pastor. While this matter was in agitation, Dr,
Hopldns expressed great interest to secure his settlement ; and even said that he
would be willing to bear his shoes if he could sec him settled there. He had such
a strong conviction that the interests of the people would be promoted by it, that
ne would make any sacrifices to secure it.
Dr. Hopkins' social qualities wore of tho highest order. His wit and pleasantry
Were abundant, yet always tempered with prudence. He was an attractive companion for persons of all ages, and all grades, and especially for young men. He
would not unfrequently invite to dinner parties young students and others, and of
such parties he was himself the centre and life. His anecdotes and sallies of wit
on such occasions were exhaustless. But liis conversation, however facetious, was
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carefully guarded as to its religious tendency. H e thus accomplished much good
without the appearance of labour or design to do it. He was even remarkable for
his talent at conveying reproofs, when needed, in a way not to give offence and to
secure the best effect.
He loved a timely joke, and it mattered little whether the laugh was with him
or at him. He would preserve and repeat the jokes made at his expense with as
much zest as if they were the product of his own wit. He used to tell such as
this. On visiting an invalid, he said to him,—•" It is a long time since you have
been able to attend meeting—would you not Uke to have the neighbours called in,
and have me preach a lecture at your house ? " The invalid replied,—" I should
like it much; for I have not been able, for a long time, to get any sleep, and I know
from much experience that your preaching wfil give me essential aid in this
respect."
He used to tell a similar compliment which he received from Gov. Strong, When
on an exchange at Northampton, he dined with the Governor, and Mrs, S, offered
him at dinner some pudding which he declined, saying that pudding before preaching made him dull. Gov, S, instantly replied,—"Did you not eat pudding for
breakfast. Sir ? "
B y stipulation with his people, he was to receive annually so many cords of good
hard wood. On one occasion, a parishioner ^rought a load, about which he raised
a question if there were not some soft wood in the load. To which the other
replied,—" And do we not sometimes have soft preaching ?"
He would not have received such missiles, if he had not been himself expert in
throwing them, A friend in the ministry had had his house burnt, with the loss
of all its contents. Coming to Dr. Hopkins for sympathy, he was describing his
loss, and wound up by saying there was one loss which he felt to be irreparable;
that was the loss of aU his manuscript sermons, " No, it is not irreparable,"
said Dr, H , " H o w s o , ' " asked the other. Dr, H, rejoined, " I will give you
one of mine,"
A pleasant anecdote has been preserved relating to his first interview with his
second wife, who was of the Stoddard family, residing in Boston, By the death
of his first wife, he had been left with tbe care of fourteen children—nine of whom
were his own, and five those of his wife by a former husband. The lady in question having been recommended to him, as an eminently suitable person,—he made
a journey to Boston to see her. He called at her residence, sent in his request to
see her, and declined entering the parlour until he could learn whether she would
entertain his proposition. On her appearance, he introduced himself by telhng
who he was, tlie circumstances of his family and the object of his visit, and
requested to know something of lier mind before his going in, as it might be such as
to render it not worth the while for him to go in at all. Her prompt but respectful
reply was, that she had long ago made up her mind on three points—on« was, not
to go into the country,—another, not to marry a clergyman,—and another, not to
marry a widower with children, " Well, M a d a m , " said he, " as these conditions
all belong to my case, I think I will go in," The result was that he obtained in
this lady one of the best wives that a country minister ever found, and his fourteen children a step-mother, between whom and their own mother they could
scarcely perceive a difference in the affectionate regards.
He was once severely visited in the burning of his house. The flames kindled
in the night while the family were asleep, and so rapid was the work of the fire
that it was with great difficulty and danger that he succeeded in saving all his
chfidren, WhOe, amid the consternation of the scene, he bore away from the
flames the last of his rescued children, he turned and addressed the flre, as a living
agent, saying,—" Now burn and welcome,"
For more than two years before his death, he was prostrated by a palsy, and
his intellectual powers sympathized in the weakness of his body. But then his
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Christian graces became even more prominent. While he was thus sinking into
his grave by gradual sUdes, some one told him that the Worcester edition of
Edwards' works was out of press. He replied that he should give it a thorough
perusal,—thus giving at once proof of the decline of his faculties, and of his utter
unconsciousness of it. His mind gradually failed to such an extent, that, at one
time, he enquu-ed of his son if there was not such a passage in the Bible as—
" The blood of Christ cleanseth from all sin." Thus, while his intellect was losing
its force, his heart was clinging to the cross of Christ. One of .his deacons watched
with him the night in which he died, and he said that he was all the while repeating the Lord's prayer.
The above is all that I can gather, that seems to me at all pertinent to your.
purpose.
I am yours affectionately,
PARSONS COOK.

SAMUEL MACCLINTOCK, D. D.
1756—1804.
FROM THE REV A. P PEABODY, D, D.
PORTSMOUTH, November 20, 1848,

Dear Sir: I am happy in being able to furnish for your forthcoming work
a brief sketch of the life and character of a venerable servant of God, who
bad indeed gone to his reward beforo I saw the light, but through whose
surviving contemporaries I have grown intimately conversant with his personal and ministerial reputation and history.
In the historical pictures of the battle of Bunker Hill, there is the figure
of a clergyman in bands, and with the usual insignia of his sacred oifice.
The person thus represented was S A M U E L MACCLINTOCK, D . D . , of Greenland, N. H. He was born in Medford, Mass., in 1732. His father was
one of the Scotch Irish whom manifold oppression had made twice exiles,
and who have given race and name to not a few of the best families in New
England. He was graduated at Princeton in 1751, and was immediately
invited by President Burr to a Tutorship in his Alma Mater, which he
declined, from an unwillingness to postpone his entrance on the profession
to which he had consecrated himself from his early boyhood. In 1756, he
was ordained at Greenland, a small and obscure country village, to which
bis chief attraction at first was the unanimous and earnest wish of the people
that he should become their pastor ; for he was among the most popular
ministers of his day, and had frequent intimations, both before his settlement and through the earlier half of his ministry, that situations offering
much greater worldly advantages were at his disposal.
In reading two of his printed, and several of those that remain of his no less
than three thousand manuscript, sermons, I havebeen surprised, not only by
their general soundness of thought and purity of style, but by their freedom
from the lumbering subdivisions, improvement, and application, then almost
universal, and their near approach to the simple models of our own day.
A. sermon of his, published at a time when an unprecedented drought, a
&tal epidemic, and the prospect of a war with France, conspired to make
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the hearts of the people heavy, maintains the thesis that any direct infliction
of Providence is preferable to those judgments in which God makes the
wrath of man his sword,—with an afiluence and brilliancy of argument and
illustration, and a freedom from all theological technicalities, which I had
supposed hardly compatible with the rigid pulpit formalism of our elder
Divines.
His ministry lasted forty-eight years, during which period the last Sunday of his life was the only one on which he was disabled for the performance of his usual public duties. His compensation was three hundred
dollars a year, together with the use of a parsonage and a farm so small as
to preclude the employment of much labour, other than his own, and that
of the numerous " servants born in his house." On this scanty stipend he
reared a family of sixteen children, maintained in full the external proprieties of his station, in dress and housekeeping, and exercised an unstinted
hospitality,—his house lying on the great thoroughfare of Eastern travel,
and his professional reputation, and his social endowments, furnishing either
a cause or a pretence for travellers, who could proffer the remotest claim
upon his notice, to make his house their inn. To meet these demands
which, with clergymen of the old school, stood on the same footing with
debts of honour, his strictly personal and domestic expenses were, of course,
brought within the narrowest possible limits. The cow, not without large
aid from the unfailing well, stood chief foster mother to the younger members of the household. The errant goose equipped them for their first
experiments in penmanship. As fast as garments waxed old, they were
re-juvenated in contracted forms for younger and less fastidious wearers.
And of the application of the same rigid economy to the father's own habits,
his manuscripts bear conclusive testimony,—the dozen sermons in my hands
hardly covering the paper which I have sometimes devoted to a single discourse. But there was one point on which he was strenuous in effort and in
sacrifice,—the education of his children. Through his infiuence there was
sustained in his parish for many years a permanent school, of a grade corresponding to those elsewhere found only in our populous and compact towns.
The teacher was commonly a recent graduate from the University, of worth
and promise, attracted to this obscure field of labour by the opportunity
which it afforded of familiar intercourse with one so much revered and
beloved. Among the young men who, in this relation, accounted themselves under great obligations to him for counsel, example, and infiuence,
were Dr. Belknap and Bishop Parker.
Dr. Macclintock was regarded among the churches in this vicinity as preeminent for practical wisdom. Difficult questions of advice, cases of casuistry, conscientious scruples, were referred to him as an umpire ; and, from
the confidence that seems to have been reposed in him in those regards, his
decisions must have generally justified themselves to the conscience and the
experience of those whom they most intimately concerned. I should be
disposed to form the same conclusion from the only one of his numerous
written decisions of this kind which has fallen into my hands. The case
was one of morbid conscientiousness on tbe part of a clergyman, second in
reputation to none in the country. He opened his heart to Dr. Macclintock,
as to the Christian brother better able than any other to stand to him in his
Master's stead, and the answer certainly could not be surpassed iu faithfulness, tenderness, sound ethical reasoning, and mature religious wisdom.
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He was also noted for his promptness and pungency in rebuke.
Cheerful
in his habits of intercourse, and fond of wit and humour, when within the
bounds of decency and reverence, he had no tolerance for levity or profaneness. One day overhearing an oath from a man of some distinction, whom
he had heard a little while before declaiming against religious ostentation,
he said to him,—"What!—after what you said the other evening, do I hear
you of all men making a parade of piety, and putting up your prayers at
the corners of the streets ?"
Dr. 31acclintock,in common with theclergy of New England generally, took
a deep interest in the war of the Revolution, and repeatedly served as Chaplain to portions of the New Hampshire troops. He had four sons actively
engaged in the war. Three of them died before the establishment of peace ;
the other still lives in his eighty-seventh year, in unabated vigour of body
and mind, and in the full enjoyment of those resources of Christian faith
and hope which embalm the heart in perpetual youth.
Except repeated bereavements, which were sustained with the most edifying submission, the only ripple in the smooth current of Dr. Macclintock's life, Avas a theological controversy with the Rev. J . C. Ogden, an
Episcopal clergyman in Portsmouth, in 1787. Bishop Seabury, in his sermon at the ordination of Mr. Ogden, had broached certain notions in respect
to the Apostolic succession, and the exclusive sanctity of tbe ritual and
administration of his own Church, which were received with no particular
favour by the surrounding community. Dr. Macclintock, in a letter to Mr.
Ogden, entered a firm but respectful protest against the sentiments of the
Bishop's sermon. Mr. 0 . replied in a tone of somewhat passionate earnestness, and in doing so, gave so much offence to his own parishioners as to
lead ultimately to his forcible ejection, when he attempted to retain possession of the church in opposition to their unanimous vote.
At the annual Fast in 1804, Dr. Macclintock preached as usual; but, on
his return to his house, told his family tbat he had entered the pulpit for the
last time. A slight indisposition under which he was then labouring,
increased so rapidly as to terminate his life in eight days. His son and
executor found among his father's papers written instructions which bade
him destroy all his sermons, except the few which he might wish to keep as
a memorial of himself. He also requested that " his funeral might be conducted in the manner that was customary among his parishioners, without
any sermon, or the parade which has commonly been the custom at the
fiinerals of those who have sustained public characters in life," and that
should a headstone be placed over his grave, it should be a plain one with
the following epitaph: " T o the memory of Samuel Macclintock, D.D.,
who died
, in the — year of his age, and the — year of his ministry.
Hi< body rests here in the certain hope of a resurrection to life and immortality, when Christ shall appear a second time, to destroy tbe last enemy,
death, and to consummate the great design of his IMediatorial Kingdom."
Dr. Macclintock was admitted to an ad enndent Master's degree at Harvard College in 1761, and received the degree of D,D. at Yale College in
17!il.
Till' following is a list of his publications, so far as I have l)(>eii aide to
ascertain:—A Sermon on the justice of (lod in the mortality of man, 1759.
-^ >^';rraon entitled " The artifices of deceivers detected, and (Jliristians
warned against them," 1770, llerodias, or cruelty and revenge the effccta
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of unlawful pleasure : a Sermon, 1772. A Sermon at the Commencement
of the new Constitution of New Hampshire, 1784. An Epistolary Correspondence with Rev. John C. Ogden, 1791. A Sermon entitled "The
Choice," occasioned by the drought, the fever, and the prospect of war,
1798.
An Oration commemorative of Washington, 1800.
I am, My Dear Sir, with great regard, yours,
A, P PEABODY,

JOSEPH LATHROP, D. D.*
1756—1820.
J O S E P H L A T H R O P was a descendant, in the fifth generation, from the
Rev. John Lothropp, a minister of Barnstable, in England, who came to
this country in 1634, and settled in the ministry at Barnstable, Mass, One
of his sons planted himself in Norwich, Conn,, where some of his descendants have reside'd ever since. The subject of the present sketch was the
son of Solomon and Martha Lathrop, and was born at Norwich, October
20, 1731, 0 . S, His mother was the eldest daughter of Deacon Joseph
Perkins, of Norwich, and, at the time of her marriage, was the widow of
Thomas Todd, of Rowley, Mass. His father died in 1733, at the age of
twenty-seven, leaving, beside himself, a daughter, who died shortly afterwards. Both his parents were distinguished for good sense and were exemplary professors of religion.
During his earlier years his education was conducted chiefly or entirely by
his mother, who seems to have been eminently qualified for that responsible ofl[ice. When he was in his eighth year, she was married to a Mr.
Loomis, of Bolton, Conn., whom he afterwards chose as his guardian, and
of whom he always spoke in terms of high respect and affection. He prosecuted his studies preparatory to a collegiate course under the Rev. Mr.
White,! the minister of the parish in which he resided. He became a
member of Yale College in 1750, being then in his nineteenth year, and
was graduated in 1754. Throughout his College life he was distinguished
for his blameless and exemplary walk, and for the diligence and success
witb which he applied himself to every branch of study.
His earliest religious impressions of which he has left any record, were
in connection with the great excitement that prevailed under the labours of
Whitefield and others, about the year 1740. He speaks of himself as having
witnessed, at that time, many cases of great anxiety and terror, giving
place to high comforts and joys, and of wishing in vain that he might be a
subject of the same experience. His mind, however, was serious and attentive, and he was accustomed to spend much time in secret prayer, and in
reading the Scriptures and other books of decidedly religious character.
The impressions which he then received seem gradually to have worn away,
and there is no evidence that, for several succeeding years, the subject of
* Autobiography.
t THOMAS WHITE was graduated at Yale College in 1720; was ordained the first minister of
Bolton, October 26, 1725; and died February 22, 1763.
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religion was at all uppermost in his thoughts. In the last year of his College life, however, several deaths occurred, which deeply affected his mind,
and threw him into the posture of an earnest inquirer in respect to his salvation. The following is his own record of his exercises at this critical
period:—
" I felt a conviction of my sinfulness, lamented it before God, sought his mercy
and seemed to myself as if religion was my choice; but was much discouraged by an
apprehension that I was one of the non-elect. I spent much time in secret exercises. As I was walking and meditating one day in solitude and anxiety, I reasoned
thus with myself:—'A Saviour has come to open a way of salvation for sinners. Salvation is oflfered, and the terms are stated. The offer is to all, and the terms are the
s.ime to all. In God there is no insincerity. To Him belong secret things; things only
which are revealed belong to me. There can be no decree which frustrates the Divine
promises. If I comply with the terms, the benefits promised are mine. God has
chosen men to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth.
It concerns me to make my election sure, by adding to my faith, virtue, &c. By faith
and patience I may inherit the promises,' "
This train of reflection seems to have calmed his spirit, and inspired him
with hope in the promises of the Gospel. Shortly after, he made a public
profession of his faith, and joined the Congregational church in Bolton.
Immediately after leaving College, he took charge of a grammar school in
tbe first parish of Springfield, Mass., and, at the same time, became a
boarder in the family of the Rev. Robert Breck, and a theological student
under his direction. Here he formed an intimate acquaintance with Mr.
(afterwards the Rev. Dr.) Josiah Whitney,* with whom he continued in the
most fraternal relations till the close of life. In January, 1756, he was
licensed to preach by an Association of ministers then convened at Sufiield.
His first efforts in the pulpit were received with uncommon favour.
The pulpit in West Springfield having, about this time, become vacant
by the death of the Rev. Samuel Hopkins,—Mr. Lathrop was invited to
occupy it as a candidate for settlement. In July, he received a unanimous
call to become the pastor of the church, and on the 25th of August was
constituted its pastor by the usual solemnities. The sermon on the occasion
was preached by the Rev. Mr. Breck. That was the only vacancy in which
he preached as a candidate, and he the only candidate employed by the
parish.
In May, 1759, Mr. Lathrop was married to Elizabeth, youngest daughter
of Capt. Seth Dwight of Hatfield. She was a person of great discretion,
•JOSIAH WHITNEY was born at Plainfield, Conn., August 11, 1731, 0 . S., and lived during
part of his childhood and youth in Canaan, iu the same State. He was graduated at Yale
College in 1752, and prosecuted his theological studies, partly under the Rev. Mr. Breck of
Springfield, Mass., whose daughter he afterwards married, and partly, as a resident graduate
St Yale. He was licensed to preach by the then Hampshire Association, in >Iuly 1754; and
wnnmeneed preaching as a candidate for settlement to the church in Brooklyn, Conn,, in the
Mtnmn of 1765; and on the 4th of February, 1756, was ordained as its pastor. After labouring
Wore than fifty-seven years as sole pastor of the church, he received a colleague in .lune, 1813;
'ho, however, ere long, became a Unitarian, and in less than four years from the time of his
ordination, was dismissed. He subsequently had another colleague settled, though he continued
"wawonally to officiate in public services, till almost the close of life. He died October 20,
1824, aged ninety-three. He received the degree of Doctor of Divinity from Harvard College
in 1802. He published a Sermon at the ordination of Ezra Weld, Braintree, 1762; Connecticut
Election .Sermon, 1788; a Sermon on the death of General Israel Putnam, 1790; a Sermon on
we death of the Rev. Noadiah Kussell, 1795; a Half-Century Sermon, 1806. I had the
Plwmre of a slight acquaintance with Dr. Whitney, a year or two before his death. His mental
Mcnlties had scarcely begun to feel the efi'ect of age; he was sociable, communicative, and had
endently a keen relish for a joke, while yet there was nothing in his conversation inconsistent
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retiring and unobtrusive in her disposition, and a model especially of the
domestic virtues. They lived together, helpers of each others' happiness
and usefulness, upwards of sixty years. They had six children,—all of them
sons. One died in infancy ; the others survived to manhood, and three of
them to a so.iiewhat advanced age, and all were highly respected in their
several spheres of life. One of the sons, Samuel, was graduated at Yale
College in 1791, was for several years a member of Congress, and died in
1846. Mrs. Lathrop died on the 13th of May, 1821, in consequence of the
fracture of a bone occasioned by a fall upon the ice.
In 1772, a controversy on the subject of Baptism arose in his parish,
which was attended, for a time, with considerable agitation, and, as he
thought, with some hazard to both his comfort and usefulness. He preached
several sermons on the subject, which were shortly afterwards published,
and have .since passed through many editions. The controversy was not of
long continuance, and seems to have been marked with no great asperity;
for he speaks of his Baptist bi'etbren with whom he was brought into
collision as having been " generally men of candour and integrity." While
this controversy was going forward, overtures were made to him in respect
to becoming the pastor of another and much larger and wealthier church;
but he declined even to consider the proposal, on the ground that his people,
so far as he knew, were satisfied with his services, and gave him a competent
support, and that his removal might subject them to serious and perhaps
permanent evil.
Shortly after the commencement of the Revolutionary war, he, in common
with many of his brethren, was subjected to serious embarrassment on
account of the emission of the paper currency: and, in consequence of this,
was obliged to give more of his time than he could have wished to agricultural cares and labours. This, together with an unusual amount of pastoral
visitation, devolved upon him by the prevalence of distressing sickness for
three successive seasons, perceptibly impaired his health. In the beginning
of the year 1778, he had the small-pox by inoculation; and unfortunately
he returned to his labours before he had recovered strength sufficient to
justify it. The effect of this was to give a shock to his constitution, which
had well nigh proved fatal. In August following, he found it necessary to
desist from his labours altogether. He returned to his pulpit, however, in
December, and continued to occupy it for about four months, when the
revival of his former complaint, in an aggravated form, obliged him again to
suspend his labours, with at best an uncertain prospect of ever being able
to resume them. After about eighteen months, he had gathered so much
strength as to be able to speak to his people for a few minutes; and, not
long after that, he was enabled to conduct one service in a day.
During his protracted season of feebleness and despondency, (for his mind,
sympathizing with the weakness of his body, had become well nigh unstrung,)
his congregation behaved with most exemplary patience, and were in a
state of great harmony and quietude. But in October, 1780, a circumstance
occurred, that produced no little disturbance, and some temporary alienation.
An Englishman, by the name of John Watkins, who had come to this
country a short time before, found his way into tbe outskirts- of Mr.
Lathrop's parish, and, without consulting the pastor or even calling upon
him, commenced holding meetings in private houses. Mr. L. being still too
feeble to go through the regulai* service of the Sabbath,—this stranger was
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Invited, for a single Sabbath, to occupy the pulpit; and the result was that,
by the desire of the parish, he was employed as a supply for a number of
S<abbaths. During this time, he showed every characteristic of a genuine
impostor ;—made professions of tbe most extraordinary sanctity ; maintained
that saints certainly know each others' hearts, and that all whom they cannot
fellowship are unregenerate ; laboured to alienate the members of the church
both from each other and from their pastor ; publicly and privately reviled
the standing ministry, &c,, &c. After he had preached seven Sabbaths,
giving forth in each sermon, with some good things, much of the grossest
error and the most arrant nonsense, the mass of the congregation felt that
it was high time to dispense with bis labours ; and, accordingly, he left the
pulpit, and set up a private meeting, which, however, was thinly attended,
and lasted but a short time. He rendered himself so odious to the community at large, tbat he was glad to seek some other field on which he might
more successfully practise his imposture. The effect of his impudent and
erratic doings, however, were felt for some time afterwards, and several of
the members of the church withdrew from its communion on the ground that
"the church was impure, discipline lax, and the unregenerate were admitted
and retained." Notwithstanding the futility of their reasons, they were
treated with great forbearance, and ultimately all, or nearly all, became
sensible of their error, and at least practically acknowledged it by a return
to the ordinances of the church. After Mr. Lathrop had so far recovered
his health as to resume his regular ministrations, he preached several
sermons with special reference to the scenes through which tbey had been
passing, which had a happy effect in fortifying his people, as well against the
delusions of fanaticism as the arts of imposture. Several of those sermons
were afterwards publi.shed, the most remarkable of which were two on the
marks of false teachers, entitled "Wolves in sheep's clothing." These
have passed through more than a dozen editions, and they can never lose
their value, so long as ignorant, fanatical, and profiigate men set up to be
spiritual guides. These sermons were published at Edinburgh, through the
instrumentality of the Rev. Dr. John Erskine, and a very favourable
review of them appeared, about the same time, in the London Christian
Observer.
After the dissatisfied members had withdrawn from the communion, one
of them made a friendly call upon tbe pastor, who took the liberty to ask
of him the reason of his withdrawment.
Mr. Lathrop gives the following
account of the interview:—
'• When he assigned as a reason for his having withdrawn, the neglect of discipline
in the church, I requested him to substantiate his charge by pointing out an instance
of gross and criminal neglect. He named a member who, ho said, was habitually and
grossly i:iteniperate. I admitted the fact, ami asked him what ought to be done. He
«aiil, the brethren ought to deal with him, and endeavour to reclaim him. I inquired,
'Have j/o?^ ever dealt with hira?' He acknowledged lie had not. I demanded, 'Do
>«u know that nobody else has?' ' No,' said he, ' but I never heard that any pains
were taken with him.' I told him that the church had done all that they could, except
actual excommunication, whicli lie was ever ready to prevent by a conl'es.sion. Indi\iJiials liad treated with him. A number of members convened for the purpose had
iidmonislied and reproved him. ' Now, brothw-,' said I, ' you have imputed to the
church a sin, of which yon know yourself to be guilty, and know not that any other
member is so. Go, deal with that brother, whom you have inexcusably neglected. If
you reclaim hiin, you will do him an eternal kindness, and give joy to the multitude
«f your brethren!'"

In 1791, he was honoured with the degree of Doctor of Divinity from
Yale CoUese . and in 1811 with the same degree from Harvard University
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In 1792, he was elected a Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and
Sciences.
I n 1793, a question of no small moment was presented for his decision,
by his being chosen Professor of Divinity in Yale College.
Though
there were many things to render the place a desirable one, and though
many of his friends, and some even of his own people, felt that justice to
himself required that he should accept the invitation, yet he was led to
decline it,—partly from a distrust of his own qualifications, and partly from
an apprehension that his parish,—then beginning to be agitated by the
delicate question of building a new place of worship, might suffer in consequence of the separation.
Though he was eminently qualified for the station, it was to the credit, not less of his modesty, than of his integrity and
disinterestedness, that he preferred to remain with his own charge.
On the 31st of October, 1811,—the day that completed his eightieth
year, he preached on the occasion from the words of Barzillai, — " I am this
day four score years old." And on tbe 25th of August,—the sixtieth anniversary of his ordination, he preached a Sermon appropriate to that occasion
also, from Proverbs i i , 38, Both discourses were of an exceedingly
impressive and touching character, and soon found their way to the public
through the press.
In the course of his ministry, there were several seasons of unusual
attention to religion, the most remarkable of which were in 1815 and 1816.
During this period, notwithstanding his advanced age and increasing infirmities, he manifested the deepest interest in the work, and laboured in season
and out of season for its promotion.
Dr. Lathrop continued to fulfil the accustomed duties of his ofiice until
the last Sabbath in March, 1818,—the day which completed the sixtysecond year from the commencement of his labours as a candidate in the
parish. At that time, he gave notice to his congregation that, in consequence of the infirmities of age, and especially the great imperfection of his
sight, it would be necessary that they should provide for him an assistant
or colleague. He continued, however, for some time after this, to write
sermons, even when he was unable to read his own manuscript; and these
were read from the pulpit by another person, to the entire acceptance of his
congregation. He also occasionally preached an extemporaneous sermon,
not only in the pulpit on the Sabbath, but in remote parts of the parish
during the week ; and, though he had loot been much accustomed to this
mode of preaching, he never failed to edify his hearers by pertinent and
well arranged thoughts, clothed in simple and perspicuous language.
In what remains of the history of Dr. Lathrop, it is my privilege to
testify from actual knowledge; and it would be impossible for me to do
justice to my subject, without recognising the relations I sustained to him, aud
introducing some of my own personal recollections. In tbe summer of 1818,
just after I had been licensed to preach, and while I was yet a member of
the Theological Seminary at Princeton, I called upon him, as I was journeying for my health, with the intention of remaining but a few moments, but
was seized with a sudden illness that detained me in his house two or three
days. I left him without any expectation of ever meeting him again, but
with the most delightful impressions of his character, and congratulating,
myself that I had had the privilege of making the acquaintance of such a
patriarch. Towards the close of the next winter, while my theological
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course was not yet completed, I received an invitation to supply his pulpit
for a short time, being given to understand that I should be considered a
candidate for settlement. I accepted the invitation, on condition of being
allowed to remain at the Seminary till May ; and that condition being
acceded to, I went to West Springfield at the specified time and commenced
my labours. IMy venerable friend met me with the most affectionate welcome, and it was one of the agreeable circumstances attending the prospect
of my pas.sing a few weeks there, that it would give me an opportunity of
profitting by his great wisdom and experience. I quickly found that he was
all, aud more than all, to me, that I could have ventured to hope ; and
every visit tbat I made to him, (and one visit a day at least I was accustomed to make,) only heightened my admiration of his talents and virtues.
After I had supplied the pulpit for a couple of months, I was called to
settle as colleague pastor; aud it was not among the least important of the
circumstances that inclined mc to accept tbe invitation, that I was permitted to know that the doings of the church and parish, had met Dr.
Lathrop's iiearty approval. In due time, I signified my acceptance of the
call, and the day fixed upon for my ordination was the 25th of August,—
the sixty-third anniversary of the ordination of my predecessor.
When the ordaining council assembled. Dr. Lathrop was present and took
the deepest interest in all that passed, but resolutely declined to take any
part in the public services, on the ground that he was occasionally subject
to something like vertigo, which interfered temporarily with his ability to
utter himself in a continuous course of thought; and, accordingly, another
person was appointed to perform the part which the council would gladly
have assigned to him. The next morning, however, as I was riding with him to
the church, perceiving that he was rather unusually bright, and knowing how
desirable it was to the council, as well as to the people, that he should take
part in the service, I ventured to express to him a wish that he would still
consent to offer a prayer; and, without much hesitation, he consented ;—
the arrangement being gladly acceded to by the gentlemen composing the
council, after they had reached the church. The pr.ayer which he offered
was as pertinent as it could have been in his best days : it was a sort of
formal giving back of his charge to the Chief Shepherd, and an earnest
invocation of all blessings for them, not only in that, but in all coming generations ; and, while tbe tremulous voice, and tbe feeble yet noble frame,
seemed to say that the grave was ready for him, there was a heavenly animation beaming in his aspect like what we may suppose appeared in the
face of the venerable prophet, when he saw the chariot making ready for his
journey into the third Heavens.
On the following week, he was attacked by a disease, (a comatose affection,) to which he had before been occasionally subject, but which appeared
DOW in an aggravated form, and threatened almost immediate death. Contrary to the expectations of his friends, including also his physicians,—after
two or three days, he emerged from the profound lethargy into which he had
svmk, and was gradually restored to his usual health. He regarded this,
licwever, and justly, as an admonition that Ids course v.'as nearly finished,
from this time, the recurrence of his disease became more frequent, and it
was painfully manifest to his friends that its infiuence had begun to invade
bis hitherto almost unimpaired intellectual energies. During a considerable
portion of the time, he seemed to have tho usual command of his faculties;
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but now and then, in the midst of a train of edifying and striking remark,
his recollection would utterly fail, so tbat he would be obliged to inquire
even upon what subject he was conversing.
On the Sabbath next succeeding the 25th of August, (the sixty-fourth
anniversary of his ordination,) he attended public worship, and listened to
a sermon on the responsibility pertaining to the ministry. I never saw him
in a state of apparently deeper solemnity than he was, as I rode home with
him from church. He made to me substantially the following remarks—
" I have been a steward* for a long time, and shall have a large account to
render. I often think of it. When I look back upon my ministry, I find
great cause for humility. I have been an unprofitable servant, and my
only hope is in the glorious Redeemer. If I do not come short at last,
it will be, not on account of any worthiness in me, but on account of the
all-sufiiciency of Christ. I tbink I can say with another, that, if I ever
arrive at that blessed world, I shall have had so much forgiven me, that I
will sing the praises of redeeming love in as loud strains as any saint or
angel there."
The last day of October following completed his eighty-ninth year ; and
he spent a large part of it in reviewing his life,—calling to mind his own
delinquencies and the numberless testimonies of Divine mercy towards him.
I visited him (as I was accustomed to do daily) in the course of the day,
and when he adverted to the wonderful goodness of God, which the review
of his life had brought before him, he burst into a fiood of tears, and
exclaimed that he was overwhelmed by it. " I have endeavoured," he
added, " t o exercise some degree of gratitude for the blessings of the past
year ; but I have not yet asked God to add to my life another year, and I
have not determined that it is my duty to make such a request."
In the early part of December, it became apparent both to himself and
to others, that his earthly tabernacle was just ready to fall; and he spoke
of the event always, with solemnity indeed, yet without the semblance of
agitation. While he did not profess an absolute assurance of his own salvation, he often remarked that his confidence in his Redeemer was so strong
that he was not afraid to die. A few days before his death, I remarked to
him that it could not but be a source of satisfaction to him that he had been
privileged to render such important service to the cause of Christ. " Oh
n o , " said he, " I find little consolation from any thing which / have done.
I believe I have endeavoured to be diligent in my profession, but every step
of my course has been marked by imperfections. I have consolation, I trust,
in the prospect of death, but it is all derived from the hope which I have
built on the atonement of my Redeemer." With the graces of the Christian he united the dignity and courtesy of a gentleman, and the warmth and
tenderness of a friend, even to the last. On the day preceding his death, a
minister in the neighbourhood, who had called to see him, expressed to bira
the hope that he found all needed consolation in the prospect of death; to
which he replied with great emphasis, " Yes, I do." Shortly after this,
he sunk into a lethargic state, and showed no signs of reason except by
fixing himself in the posture of devotion, during a prayer that was offered
at his bedside. He died on Sabbath morning, the 31st of December, 1820,
at the age of eighty-nine years and two months. His funeral was attended
* The text of the discourse he had heard was—" Give an account of thy stewardship."
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by a numerous concourse on the succeeding Tuesday, and a sermon preached
on the occasion from I I . Kings i i . 12,
Dr. Lathrop in person was above the ordinary height, rather stoutly built,
and in his latter years slightly inclined to corpulency. The expression of
his countenance was at once serene and intelligent ; and his whole air and
manner bespoke a high degree of intellectual and moral dignity. His manners, though perfectly simple, were uncommonly graceful and winning. No
man knew better than he how to accommodate himself to every class of society,
and to every order of intelligence. His great kindness and courtesy made
the obscurest person feel at ease in his company ; while his extraordinary
dignity and intelligence made the most cultivated, who were brought in contact with him, feel that it was at least as great a privilege to listen as to
speak. He had the comparatively rare faculty of exercising condescension
towards liis inferiors, without making them feel it, and without seeming to
be conscious of it himself; but he never did this at the expense of derogating a particle from his dignity. He was always perfectly at home in the
social circle, and, let the compiany be what it might, he was sure to be
listened to with great interest. He, however, never betrayed the least disposition to monopolize the conversation—on the other hand, he seemed more
disposed to follow than to lead, unless circumstances rendered a different
course specially obligatory ; and he contrived, even when conversing with
persons of the feeblest attainments and in the humblest walks of life, " t o
draw them out," and make them feel that what they said was not unworthy
of his atttntion.
Dr, Lathrop had a mind quick and clear, acute and comprehensive.
From the.fact that be was not given to any thing like metapibysical discussion in the pulpit, (being conscientiously opposed to it,) some may have
imagined that neither his taste inclined him, nor his talents enabled him, to
engage in profound philosophical investigations. But this was far from
being the case; for there are several dissertations of his, still existing in
manuscript,—chiefiy in reference to the Hopkinsian controversy, which
show that he was really an astute metaphysician, and tliat it was worth
while for an antagonist to count the cost before making up his mind to meet
hira. If his fancy was not very luxuriant, it was exceedingly chaste and
delicate ; and not unfrequently would suggest images as simple as childhood, and yet so strikingly beautiful that the mind of the hearer would
involuntarily pause and linger upon them. But probably tbe most remarkalile feature of his mind was his almost intuitive discernment of the springs
of human action, and bis ability to grapple successfully with all tbe forms of
sophi-try. I remember to have heard it said by one of the distinguished
statesmen of our country who knew him well, that no man whom he had
ever known, could do such tremendous cxecutiou by a single breath, as he.
There arc many fine illustrations of this, some of whieli it may not In; amiss
to mention.
A certain man who belongcl rather to the blustering school of reli; ionists,
eaUed upon him, and, witli great aliruptnc-s and a most eonif'ftabb' air of
self coin! lacency, put to bini this impertinent (inc; tion,—" Dr, Ijalbrop, do
you think vou liavo got any rdigioiiT' " A'o.ve lo speak of," was the
answer. Some one told this anecdote to -John Uaiiibdpli, an I lie uiv.'d it
with wonlerful cfl'cct for sonic purpose of his own, on tbe fioor of the House
of Representatives in Congress,
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On another occasion, an individual of a somewhat similar character, and
who withal had not the best reputation in his neighbourhood for moral honesty, called upon him, and s a i d , — " D r . L a t h r o p , I have not committed a
sin for the last eighteen m o n t h s , " " I n d e e d , " said the D r , , " I suspect
your neighbours have not discovered i t . "
Of several interesting conversations which he held with different persons
he has left a r e c o r d : the following may be selected as a s p e c i m e n : —
" My steady aim in preaching has been to promote real religion in temper and practice, and to state and apply the doctrines of the Gospel in a manner best suited to
this end. Keeping this cud in view, I have avoided unprofltiible controversy. I have
never started objections against a plain doctrine to show my agility in running them
down. I have been careful not to awaken disputes which were quietly asleep, nor to
waste my own and my hearei s' time, by reproving imaginary faults or indifferent customs. Among these I have reckoned the fashions of dress. I was once, and once
only, requested to preach against prevailing fashions. A remote inhabitant of the
parish, ai)parently in a serious frame, called upon me one day, and jtressed the necessity of bearing my testimony against tljis dangerous evil, I observed to him that, as
my people were generally' farmers in middling circumstances, I did not think they
took a lead in fashions: if they followed them, it v\-as at a humble distance, and rather
to avoid singularity than encourage extravagance;—that, as long as people were in
the habit of wearing clothes, they must have some fashioner other, and a fashion that
answered the ends of dress, and exceeded not the ability of the wearer, I considered
as innocent and not deserving of reproof. To this he agreed; but said that what
grieved him was to see people set their hearts so much on fashions. I conceded that,
as modes of dress arc tritles compared with our eternal conc.;rns, to set our hearts
upon them must be a great siii. But I advised him to consider that to set our hearts
against such trifles was the same sin as to set our hearts upon them; aud, as his fashion differed from those of his neighbours,—just in proportion as he set his heart
against theirs, he set his heart upon his own. lie was, therefore, doubly guilty of the
very sin which he imputed to others. And I desired him to correct his own fault,
which he could not but know, and to hoijc that his neighbours were less faulty than
himself, and less faulty than he had uncharitably supposed them to be."
I t is fair to assign to D r , L a t h r o p as a preacher a place among the most
distinguished Divines of New E n g l a n d , I n his views of religious truth
perhaps he may be said to have held a middle ground between Arminianism
and high Calvinism, ranking just, about with the school of D o d d r i d g e ; and
there was nothing against which he guarded more in his theological inquiries
than the tendency to extremes. T h o u g b he could not be called, iu the
common acceptation of the phrase, eitlier eminently brilliant or eminently
powerful in tbe pulpit, yet there was such simplicity and perspicuity of
both style and arrangement, such appropriateness and often originality of
thought, such practical and common sense views of Scripture t r u t h , and
withal such deep solemnity and impressiveness of manner, that he was
almost always listened to with intense interest. P e r h a p s the most remarkable characteristic of his preaching was its singular adaptedness to the state
of the t i m e s , — i t s turning to good account providential occurrences which
most preachers suffer to pass without any public notice. H e preached, at
different periods, upon droughts,' and floods, and bridges, and eclipses, and
witches, and a great variety of other things, always, however, with reference to some fact or event which occupied the public mind ; insomuch that
one of his b r e t h r e n , who had a spice of waggery in his composition,
remarked to him that he could think of b u t one thing about which he had
not preached, and t h a t was a Connecticut river fog. I t cannot, however,
b e doubted tbat this habit of constantly interpreting to his people the events
of Providence, gave not only g r e a t variety, b u t a greatly increased interest,
to his ministrations.
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His great wisdom, united with his love of truth and of peace, eminently
qualified him for the of&ce of a counsellor ; and to this ofiice he was more
frequently solicited than almost any of his contemporaries. So highly was
his judgment estimated, especially in ecclesiastical matters, that he was
often sent for from a distance to act as a counsellor or an umpire in cases
of controversy; and more than one unhappy dispute was terminated by his
timely advice or prudent mediation.
As an author of sermons, he is at once one of the most voluminous and
most respectable which our country can boast. Six volumes were published during his life, though the last is made up of occasional sermons,
nearly all of which had been printed before, in pamphlet form. Shortly
after his death, a seventh volume was added, consisting of sermons which
he had some years before carefully revised, together with a brief autobiography, which he had prepared for his family. The first volume in the
series was published originally in 1793 ; and the rest followed successively,
with the interval of a few years. Several of the volumes have passed into
a second edition ; but they are all now out of print. He contributed at
one period a variety of articles to a newspaper in Springfield, which in
1786 were republished in a smallvolume, entitled " A miscellaneous Collection of original pieces : political, moral, and entertaining."
The following is a list of his Occasional Sermons, &c., not included in the
sixth volume :—A Letter to the Rev. the Associated pastors in the county
of New Haven concerning the ordination of the Rev. John Hubbard,* in
Meriden, 1770. A Sermon at the funeral of the Rev. Robert Breck, 1784.
A Thanksgiving Sermon, 1786. A Sermon on occasion of the dismission
of the Rev. Joseph Willard,! 1794. A Sermon on American Independence, 1794. A Thanksgiving Sermon, 179.5. A Sermon at the
interment of the Rev. Ebenezer Gay, D. D.t 1796. A Sermon at the
interment of Mrs. Mary Gay, 1796. A Sermon at the ordination of
Heman Ball,^ 1797 A Sermon at the dedication of Westfield Academy,
1800. A Century Serm.on, 1801. A Sermon at the ordination of Stephen
Bemis,ll 1801. A Sermon at the interment of the Rev. Noah Atwater,!!
•JOHN HUBBARD, a son of Col. John Hubbard of New Haven, was born in January, 1727;
was graduated at Yale College in 1744; was licensed to preach May 27, 1746; was ordained
pMtorof the church in Meriden, Conn., June 22, 1769; and died there, Nov. 18, 1786, in his
riltieth year. His ordination called out several pamphlets. In an obituary notice of him in
flie Connecticut Journal, it is said—" Very useful was he to his people during his ministry, and
never was a pastor more sincerely beloved by his Hock."
t JOSEPH WILLARD, son of the Rev. John AVillard, was born at Stafford, Conn., in 1761; was
graduatedat Harvard College in 1784; was ordained pastor of the church in North Wilbraham,
Mass., May 2.3, 1787; was dismissed Feb. 11, 1794; was installed at Lancaster, N . H . , Sept.
18,1794; was dismissed Oct. 16, 1822; and died July 22, 1827, aged sixty-six.
I EBENEZER GAY was bom at Dedham, May 4, 1718; was graduated at Harvard College in
1737; was ordained pastor of the First church in Suffield, Conn,, January 13, 1742; and died
in March, 1796, in his seventy-eighth year. He received the degree of D. D. from his Alma
Mat«r in 1792. His son Ebenezer, was born at Suffield; joined Harvard College, but transferred his relation to Yale, where he graduated in 1787, and was Tutor from 1790 to 1792; was
•ettled as a colleague with his father; retired from the active duties of the ministry a few years
before bis death; and died in February, 1837, aged seventy-one.
§ HEMAN BALL was born at West Springfield, Mass., in 1764; was graduated at Dartmouth
College in 1791; studied Theology under Dr. Lathrop of West Springfield; was ordained pastor
of the church in Rutland, Vt,, Feb. 1, 1797; and died December 17, 1821, aged fifty-seven.
He received the degree of Doctor of Divinity from Union College in 1816. He published a
Sennon on the death of Washington, 1800.
i STEPHEN BEMIS was born at Westminster, Mass., in 1774; was graduated at Dartmouth
College in 17P8; wasordained pastor of the ^^nrch in Harvard, June 3, 1801; resigned his
"aarge June 3, 1813; and died November 11, 1828, aged fifty-four.
J NOAH ATWATER was a native of New Haven; was graduated at Y'ale College in 1774,
"here he was a Tutor from l778 to 1781; was ordained pastor of the church in Westfield, Mass.,
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1802.
A Sermon before t h e Hampshire Missionary Society, 1 8 0 2 . Two
Sermons on the Christian Sabbath, 1 8 0 3 . A F a s t Sermon on the
constancy and uniformity of the Divine government, 1 8 0 3 . A Sermon
at the ordination of Sylvester B u r t , * 1 8 0 6 . A Sermon at the ordination of Elisha A n d r e w s , ! 1 8 0 7 . A Sermon at the ordination of
Thaddeus Osgood,! 1 8 0 8 . A n Address of the Associated ministers of the
S o u t h e r n D i s t r i c t of the county of H a m p s h i r e , 1 8 1 0 . A Sermon at the
ordination of J e s s e Pisher,§ 1 8 1 1 . A Sermon at the institution of a
Foreign Missionary Society, 1 8 1 2 . A Sermon delivered at the Second
church in Boston, 1 8 1 2 . A Sermon before the Bible and Foreign Missiona r y Society of the county of H a m p d e n , 1 8 1 4 . Two Sermons on the
sixtieth anniversary of his ordination, 1 8 1 6 .
FROM THE R E V ALFRED E L Y , D, D,
MoNsoN, August 1,1848,
My Dear Brother: Dr, Lathrop was the pastor of my childhood and early
youth, and my instructor in Theology for about three months. But during
most of my early years, that is, from twelve years old to twenty-seven, I was
away from under his ministry. My intercourse with him, subsequently to this
period, was only occasional. The remembrance of him, however, awakens in me
the most grateful emotions; for, if I have been in any degree useful in the minist r y , I owe much to the excellent advice and instruction which I received from
him.
He was indeed a friend and a father to me, and always evinced the most affectionate concern for my welfare, and the deepest interest in my success in the profession which I had chosen. In all cases of difiiculty, I was much in the habit of
resorting to him for counsel, and there was such profound wisdom in his advice,
that I was always disposed to regard it as falling short only of the teachings of
Inspiration, His manners were a most agreeable compound of dignity and afiabilit}'^; fltted at once to repress all undue familiarity and to secure ati'ection and
confidence. In this respect, he certainly was not surpassed by any man whom I
have ever known. It seemed as if religion in its softening, elevating, purifying
influence, pervaded his whole character, and controlled all his actions. His conversation was eminently entertaining and instructive; never foolish or trifling,
but abounding with just views of men and things, and often enlivened with pertinent anecdotes, which never failed to illustrate the subject on which he was conversing. There are few men whom I have ever known, who would say so many
things, even in a brief and casual conversation, that oue would wish to lay away
among the things to be remembered,
Dr, Lathrop watched closely all the movements of society,—all the signs of the
times; and he contemplated them with the eye of a sound, practical. Christian
philosopher. Scarcely a subject of public interest could present itself, but that
Nov. 21, 1781; and died J.an. 26, 1802, aged fifty years. The last sermon he preached was on
the twentieth anniA-ersary of his ordination, and was published,
* SYLVESTER BURT was born at Southampton, Mass,; was graduated at Williams College in
1804: was ordained pastor of the church in Western, (now ^Varren,) Mass,, March 12, 1806;
was dismissed in 1811; was installed at South New Marlborough in Ajril 1813; was dismissed
Dec, 3, 1822; was installed at Great Barrington, Feb. 12, 1823; and died Jan. 10, 1836, aged
fifty-four,
t ELISHA DEMING ANDREWS was born at Southington, Conn,, in 1783; was graduatedat

Y'ale College in 1803; was ordained pastor of the church in Putney, Vt,, June 25, 1807; waa
dismissed May 27,1829; and died in Michigan in 1852.
X THADIJEUS OSGOOD was a native of Methueij, Mass.; was griiduated at Dartmouth College
in ISO.";; spent his life as a missionary, chiefly in Canada; and died in 1852.
§ JESSE FISHER was graduated at Harvard College in 1803; was ordained pastor of the
chnrch m ^\ indham, (Scotland parish,) Conn., March 22, 1811; and died September 29, 1836,
aged fifty-nine.
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his thoughts in relation to it seemed as well matured, as if it had belonged appropriately and peculiarly to his own profession. You always felt, in conversing
with him, that he was leading you in a safe and open track; and you felt the
fuUest confidence in his conclusions, because each step of the process by which he
conducted you to them, was thrown into full daylight. He had a mind that was
fully capable of metaphysical research, and yet it evidently rejoiced most amidst
common sense realities.
As a minister he was sincerely devoted to the best interests of his people, and,
both in the pulpit and out of it, exhibited himself in a manner worthy of aij
ambassador of God, His preaching was both evangelical and practical; and
thou-!i he rarely discussed the higher doctrines of Calvinism in his sermons, yet
his volume on the Epistle to the Ephesians clearly shows that, in his religious
views, he agreed substantially with the orthodox clergy of New England, A.s an
additional evidence of this fact, I may mention that I well remember it was his
pr.ictice, in my boyhood, to assemble, at stated seasons, the children of the parish,
and hear them recite the Westminster Assembly's Catechism,
In this exercise
he was most forbearing and indulgent, while yet he insisted that the whole should
be carefully committed to memory. He often accompanied the recitation with
explanatory remarks.
Dr. Lathrop was an eminently happy man. His consistent piety, his equable
temper, his exemplary diligence, and especially his love of his sacred vocation,
rendered him happy in himself, happy in his family, happy in his connection and
intercourse with his people, happy in his relations to his brethren and the churches
around him. In all my reminiscences of him, from my childhood to tbe clay ofhis
death, there is nothing that detracts in the least from the dignity and consistency
of his character as a minister of Christ. The results ofhis faithful and well sustained ministry are now to be seen in the spirit of evangelical order, harmony, and
efficiency, that still prevails in the church and society that enjoyed his labours.
The old foundations which he was so instrumental in establishing, are firm as ever;
and the building, under other hands, is rising up to Heaven,
W i t h high esteem and Christian affection,
I am. Dear Sir, yours,
A, E L Y .
FROM THE REV SAMUEL OSGOOD, D. D.
SPRINGFIELD, Mass., December 27, 1853,
My Dear Brother: I became acquainted with Dr, Lathrop, when I began my
labours m this place, towards the close of the year 1808; and, from that time till
his death, was in habits of very frequent and familiar intercourse with him. It is
scarcely necessary to say that I was at once impressed with his venerable appearance, and no less with his kind and gentle demeanour, I always experienced from
him the utmost kindness, and can never think of him but with the most grateful
and affectionate respect.
While Dr. Lathrop was a model of ministerial dignity, he was one of the most
agreeable companions I ever knew. He had treasured up a large fund of anecdotes that were always at command, and he always knew how to select the right
one. His wit was sometimes .sharp and caustic, but it was usually connected with
so much pleasantry that there was little danger of its giving off'ence. Perhaps I
cannot serve your purpose better than by detailing a few anecdotes that occur to
me, Mhich may serve to exemplify some of the Doctor's most prominent traits,
and especially his almost unparalleled shrewdness.
As far back as when I was ordained, it was <Mistomary with churches, previous
to the ordination of a minister among them, to set apart a d.ay for Public Fasting
and Prayer,
Dr, Lathrop was asked by some person whether the chuj-ch in
Springfield would observe a Fast, in conformity to the established iisai;e, and he
replied—" I rather think the good people there prefer feasting to fasting."
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The bridge over the Connecticut was swept away by the ice; and the proprietors,
feeling that the erection of a new one would draw too heavily upon them, obtained
liberty from the Legislature to raise part of the money necessary to accomplish the
object, by a lottery. Many persons patronized it from a desire to contribute to the
enterprise. In conversation with our venerable friend, I happened to say to him
that I disliked lotteries, though I wished to give something to the object for which
this was granted; and, to secure the good and avoid in some measure the evU, I
had taken care not to buy tickets of my own people. " So then," said the Doctor
very pleasantly, " you are not willing to corrupt your people by your example,
but do not hesitate to corrupt mine." His remark made the inconsistency of my
course appear very palpable to me; though public opinion was much more tolerant
of lotteries then than it is now; and the good Doctor himself, influenced by the
same motive that influenced me, had actually purchased tickets.
Upon hardly any thing Avas he more severe than high pretensions to piety which
were contradicted by an immoral life. A person, whose life gave the lie to his
claim to Christian character, applied to him for admission to the communion of
the church, Dr, Lathrop asked him if there had been any recent change in his
feelings on the subject of religion. He replied that there had not;—that he had
long considered it an important duty to make a profession of religion, but until
lately had not felt himself worthy—now, however, he had determined to neglect it
no longer, and wished to be propounded for admission to the church the next Sabbath, " W e l l , " said the Doctor, " I foresee one difiiculty in the case—our church
are not accustomed to send the bread and wine to the houses of the members, unless
they are sick; and you never go to the house of God," " Well," said the man,
" I know that I have not attended so much as I ought to have done," " You do
not attend at all," replied the D o c t o r — " I do not think you have been in the
meeting house for .six years; and my advice to you is thiit you should begin at the
right end, and attend meeting before you join the church. And there is another
obstacle in the w a y , " said he, " which must be removed before tbe church can
consent to receive you—people say that you are a hard drinker, and that you
sometimes get intoxicated," Well, he said, he supposed he had been occasionally
overtaken, and had given occasion for people to talk about him, but he intended to
reform, " A n d when are you going to begin," said the Doctor, " W h y , " said the
man, " I do not see that I can, till after Thanksgiving," It is hardly necessary
to say that the matter of his admission to the church was indefinitely postponed.
On one occasion, a man of rather a morose disposition, who did not belong to
his pari.sh, came to pay him some money which he had borrowed of him. He
s a i d — " You ought not to charge me interest." " W h y not i"—said the Doctor—
" Is not my money as good as another m a n ' s ? "
" B u t , " said the borrower,
" the Bible forbids taking u s u r y , "
The Doctor replied—" If you examine the
subject, you will find that the passage to which you refer, makes nothing in your
favour.
The Jews were not permitted to lend their money on usury to the
children of their people; but there was no prohibition in reference to the
Heathen."
On one occasion, as he was on his way to visit the place of his nativity, he
stopped at the house of a wealthy man, who possessed great influence in the
parish where he lived. This person said to h i m , — " Dr, Lathrop, I wish you
would advise me what course to pursue in reference to my minister. I don't
like him very well, and yet I don't wish to leave the parish, nor do I wish to make
trouble for h i m , " " W e l l , " said Dr. L . , — " You are a rich farmer, and have great
resources, and can well afford to be liberal. Whenever you slaughter your hogs,
or your lambs, or a larger animal, be careful to send your minister a generous
piece, accompanied with this passage of Scripture—' Let him that is taught in the
word, communicate unto him that teacheth in all good things,' Do this, and I
have no doubt that you will soon come to like your minister, and you will draw
closer the cords that bind you and him together," Many a time did he orove an
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effectual helper to his brethren in the ministry, by a word of judicious advice, or
by some well adapted anecdote. His influence in this way was never more powerful than when he was called to sit upon advisory councils. It was.a maxim
with him that where there was a diflSculty between a minister and his people, the
probability of wrong was on the side of the latter. On one occasion, he was
cafied to meet in council, where some dissatisfaction had arisen with the minister, but not of a serious character. As the discussion before the council proceeded. Dr. L. aros.e, and, in a very kind and solemn manner, addressed the
parties on this wise—" Brethren, stop; for the sake of the Saviour whom you
love, stop, AVhat does all this amount to,'' You are bringing up little matters
against your minister, wliich, if true, do not amount to any thing like moral
delinquency; and he is rebutting your charges in a similar spirit of crimination.
All this is tbe result of mere gossip; and if you will have any reasonable hope of
the return and continuance of peace, you must resolve at once to bridle your
tongues." The result of this moving appeal was, that the parties immediately
came together, confessed their faults, buried their mutual antipathies, and resolved
to walk in love. The Doctor remarked that two of the brethren of the church
walked home behind him and another member of the council, and he heard one
say to the other,—" How good it does seem to be reconciled,"
I might go on indefinitely in narrating incidents illustrative of Dr, Lathrop's
striking traits of character, but I presume that what I have written will abundantly suffice for your purpose.
Very fraternally yours,
SAMUEL OSGOOD,

MOSES HEMMENWAY, D. J).*
1756—1811.
FROM THE REV NATHANIEL WELLS.
DEERFIELD, N, H . , November 2,1848,
Keverend and Dear Sir: If the following notices of the life and character
of the late Dr. Hemmenway, under whose ministry I passed my early years,
are in accordance with the plan of your proposed work, they are quite at
your service.
MOSES HEMMENWAY was born in Framingham, Mass., in the year 1735.
Ili:^ father was Ralph Hemmenway, and his mother's name, previous to her
marriage, was Sarah Haven. They had nine children, of whom Moses was
the fourth. Not much can now be gathered in respect to his early years.
In his studies preparatory to his entering College, he was under the tuition of
his uncle, Phineas Hemmenway, who was graduated at Cambridge in 1730,
became minister of the Congregational church in Townsend, Mass,, in 1734 ;
and died May 20, 1760, aged fifty-five. His preparatory studies, in their
commencement, were far from being interesting to him. He remarked that
his memory came near being spoiled from being overtasked by his uncle ; as
be was required to commit the whole of the Latin Grammar, written entirely
m Latin, before he understood the meaning of the words. I t was evident,
bowever, that his memory was very far from being entirely ruined by his
• Buckminster's Fun. Serm.—Greenleaf's Eccl. Hist, of Maine.
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early studies. Virgil was his favourite among the Latin classics. After
one of my recitations to him in that author, (for I fitted for College under
him,) he observed that he retained in his memory hundreds of lines which he
had taken no pains to commit, beyond that repetition of them which was
necessary in preparing and reciting his lessons. Then passing to me his
copy of Virgil, that I might see if any mistake were made, he repeated with
perfect readiness and precision more than a hundred lines which he had
thus, without any designed effort, committed to memory. President John
Adams was classmate with Dr. Hemmenway at Harvard College, at which
they graduated in 1755. They corresponded with each other, after they
were settled in their respective professions. I had opportunity, in my youthful days, to read some of their letters, in which they indulged in many
facetious remarks on the abuses incident to each other's professions. It is
not certain, though it is probable, that he pursued his theological studies
under the superintendance of his uncle Phineas before mentioned, whose
name is found on the 300th page of the " G r e a t Awakening;" since it
appears by the Record of the First church in Wells, that he (his uncle)
preached his ordination sermon.
Before he was invited to Wells, which was within two years after he left
College, he had preached at Lancaster, Boston, Townsend, and Wrentham,
in Massachusetts, and at New Ipswich in New Hampshire. He preached at
Wells a whole year on probation before he received a call to settle there.
The people thought they had been too hasty in their call to his immediate
predecessor, who died within about four years after his ordination. And,
though he was esteemed an excellent man and accomplished much good by
his pastoral intercourse, yet be was regarded by the leading men of the parish
as only an ordinary preacher. They, therefore, thought it wise to give their
then present candidate a full and thorough hearing before they extended to
him a call. And it appears also that he was in no haste to give them an
answer, but took ample time for tbe most deliberate consideration. He was
ordained on the 8th of August, 1759.
Towards the close of the year 1762, Mr. Hemmenway was married to
Mary, daughter of the Rev. Samuel Jeiferds*, who was, for many years,
minister of the same parish.
The children of this marriage were five sons
and six daughters. The fourth son died in early childhood, and the youngest
daughter was never married ; the rest were all married, and had children;
and some of them somewhat numerous families.
He received the degree of Doctor of Divinity from Harvard College in
1785, and from Dartmouth in 1792,
Dr, llemmenway's sermons were longer than would consist with either
the taste or usage of the present day ; but they were exceedingly interesting
to attentive and intelligent hearers. In what light they were viewed by
competent judges may be inferred from an anecdote which was current
more than fifty years ago. But before relating it, it may be proper to
remark that Dr. Hemmenway was rather small in stature, and carried his head
more on one side than on the other, and his body was slightly bent forward
as he walked ; and withal he was more than ordinarily careless in respect
*The name of SAMUEL J E F F B R D S is found on p. 301 of " The Great Awakening," among
those who, by letter, sent in their testimony in favour of the remarkable revivals of religion,
which occurred in various parts of the country, at the seasons referred to in the preceding pages
of that work. He was a native of Salem; was graduated at Harvard College in 1722; wa«
ordamed at Wells in December, 1725; and died in February, 1762.
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to dress. Indeed it may with truth be said that he could claim but little
on the score of a dignified outward appearance. And to this circumstance
most of the anecdotes that are related of him, have more or less reference.
In the early part of his ministry, he called on a distinguished clergyman
in Boston, towards the close of the day on Saturday, and accepted an invitation to spend the Sabbath with him.
The rest of the story must have
been told by the clergyman himself, as no one else could have known the
painful embarrassment to which he was subjected on the occasion. " I was
peculiarly tried," said he, " after I had invited him to spend the night with
me, since I could do nothing less than invite him to preach the next day.
But would not my congregation blame me for introducing into my pulpit a
minister so utterly lacking ii^ personal dignity ? But I had gone too far to
retrace my steps, and, accordingly, my guest was invited to take my place
in the public services. Still I felt ashamed of having thus committed myself.
But soon after he commenced his prayer, I began to be less ashamed, and
before he had finished his sermon, I felt ashamed only of myself and my
performances in the pulpit.
To avoid misapprehension, it may be proper to remark that there was
nothing like affectation in these singularities, but they were the consequence
of his natural turn of mind, and of tbe manner in which his thoughts were
generally employed. He was sometimes rallied by some of his clerical
brethren on the defects of his outward appearance. His readiness for a
reply to such pleasantries may be illustrated by another anecdote which
has been extensively circulated.
He was chosen, with Dr. Samuel Deane of Portland, and others, to attend a
council at a place, to reach which they were obliged to cross the Androscoggin river. When Dr. Deane came to the ferry, he inquired of the ferryman whether Dr. Hemmenway had crossed the river that morning.
The
answer was that he had n o t ; but when Dr. Deane arrived at the house
where they were summoned to meet, he was surprised to find that Dr.
Hemmenway had preceded him. " W h y , " said he, " t h e ferryman told me
that no minister had crossed in his boat—he evidently did not take you for
a minister. Had your head been adorned with a spruce white wig, such as
clergymen generally wear, he would have been at no loss as to your profession." " I know," replied Dr, Hemmenway, " t h a t it is customary to
bestow more abundant honour on tbe part that lacketh,"
The preaching of Dr. Hemmenway was not only decidedly evangelical,
but highly practical. Even in his discourses on the more abstruse questions
in Theology, he always interwove with his doctrinal discussions much that
was adapted to direct his hearers in a holy walk with God, He was remarkably faithful in bearing testimony against the prevailing vices of the time,
especially intemperance. He gave no quarter either to its subjects or its
abettors. Drunkards who attended on his preaching, bad to receive precept
npon precept and line upon line. The owners and occupiers of the largest
stores, if tbey sold rum by the glass, as most or all of them did, were
obliged to hear their places stigmatized as dram-shops, and themselves as
dram-sellers, on a level with the meanest retailers of intoxicating drinks.
The whole of Dr. Hemmenway's ministry in Wells was more than half a
century. He continued to preach till near the close of 1810, though he
was afflicted, for some time, with a very distressing malady,—a cancer in the
^ e , near one of his eyes. In all his severe sufferings, he was a pattern of

544

TRINITARIAN CONGREGATIONAL,

meekness and patience and cheerful resignation to the will of his Heavenly
Father. Having filled up the measure of labour and suffering allotted to
him, he sunk calmly to rest, April 5, 1811. His funeral sermon was
preached by the Rev. Dr. Buckminster of Portsmouth, from 2 Kings ii.
12. It was published.
Dr. Hemmenway received various testimonies of public respect, such as
being appointed to preach the Annual Sermon before the Legislature of
Massachusetts, the Annual Sermon before the Massachusetts Convention of
Congregational ministers, the Dudleian Lecture at Harvard College,
&c., &c.
The following I believe to be a correct list of his publications: Seven
Sermons on the obligation and encouragement o | the unregenerate to labour
for the meat which endureth to everlasting life, 1767 Vindication of the
power, obligation, &c., of the unregenerate to attend the means of grace,
against the exceptions of Samuel Hopkins in his reply to Mills, 1772.
Remarks on Rev. Mr. Hopkins' answer to a Tract entitled " A Vindication," &c,, 1774. A Discourse on the Divine institution of Water Baptism
as a standing ordinance of tbe Gospel. A Discourse on the nature and
subjects of Christian Baptism, 1781. Massachusetts Election Sermon,
1784.
Discourse concerning the Church, in which the several acceptations
of the word are explained, &c., 1792. A Sermon preached at the funeral
of the Rev James Pike of Somersworth, N. H., 1792. Remarks on the
Rev. Dr. Emmons' Dissertation on the Scriptural qualifications for admission
and access to the Christian Sacraments, and on his Strictures on a Discourse
concerning the Church, 1794, A Sermon preached at Hampstead, N. H.,
at the ordination of John Kelly.* A Sermon preached at Canaan in the
State of Maine at the ordination of Jonathan Calef,t 1794. A Sermon
preached at the funeral of the Rev. Isaac Lyman of York, Me., 1810.
Very truly yours,

NATHANIEL WELLS.
FROM THE REV DANIEL DANA, D, D,
NEWBURYPORT, May 26,

1849.

Rev, and Dear Sir: I t is matter of regret that in offering you some notices of
Dr, Hemmenway, I can claim no more of personal acquaintance with this
distinguished man. My privilege in this regard was restricted to a few interviews,
which indeed were equally entertaining and instructive. Yet I shall not speak at
random, as, in contemplation of my present attempt, I made, some months since,
minute inquiries of the Rev, Mr, Kelly of Hampstead, N, H,, who studied
Theology with Dr. Hemmenway, and who was, unless I mistake, an inmate in
his house for a considerable time. Of the replies to these inquiries I was careful
to take notes,—a circumstance the more important as Mr. Kelly j s since dead.
On various points these replies gave me information which was new. But the
instances were more frequent in which they simply confirmed impressions which I
had long entertained. My informant, though a man of sober judgment, did not
*JoHN KELLY was born in Amesbury, Mass., in 1763; was graduated at Dartmouth College
in 1791; was ordained pastor of the church in Hampstead, N. II,, December 5, 1792; and died
in 1848, He published a Sermon at tho funeral of Dr. William Cogswell at Atkinson, N. H..
1831.
tJoi^ATHAN CALEF was a native of Kingston, N. H,; was graduated at Dartmouth College
in 1787; was ordained pastor of the chureh in Bloomfield, Me,, June 11, 1794; was dismissed in
October, 1801; was installed at Lyman, Me,, in November following; and died in 1845.
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scruple to pronounce the Doctor a universal genius, and the most powerful mind
he had ever known. " A bundle of wisdom " was one of his expressions.
His favourite authors were Turretin, Owen, Edwards, and other great original
writers. But his researches were unconfined. He expatiated in a wide sphere.
His learning, especially his theological learning, was at once extensive and accurate.
Among the eminent Divines of our country, few were so familiar as he with the
writmgs of the ancient Fathers, His favourite employment was profound investigation, patient thinking, and close reasoning. He was never content to dwell on
the surface of things, but plunged into the great fundamental principles of Theology,
and metaphysics, and general science.
His conversion is believed to have taken place under the preaching of Whitefield.
As a Christian, he was in an uncommon degree uniform and exemplary. W i t h
all his strength of intellect, aud amplitude of acquisition, and acknowledged
eminence of character, he was simple and modest as a child. His passions were
originally strong; but they were remarkably attempered and regulated by the
meekness of religion.
His preaching was full of instruction,—faithful, scriptural, doctrinal, and
practical. He generally left his metaphysics in his s t u d y ; but, if at all admitted
into the pulpit, they were employed not to mistify his subject, but to disentangle
and render plain what, in his opinion, others had perplexed and obscured.
It was once my lot to hear this great man preach in the pulpit of Dr. Spring of
Newburyport, who, in despite of some theological discrepancies, had invited him
to deliver to his people a sacramental sermon. The annunciation of Dr, Hemmenw,ay's t e x t , — " S e t your affection on things above," delightfully shut the
door on all controversy; and the sermon was such as to afford a rich feast to the
plainest of Christians,
His public prayers were comprehensive, scriptural, much diversified and judiciously adapted to occasions and circumstances. But their presiding elements
were simplicity and piety,
Dr, Hemmenway was much employed in councils, especially in cases of difBculty. His opinions on ecclesiastical subjects were deliberately formed and firmly
maintained. They had great weight with his ministerial brethren and with the
churches. AVith some they were almost oracular. Still he was never overbearing
nor pertinacious. Devoted to t r u t h and right, he loved peaceful and healing
measures.
Amidst his other excellencies he had a mechanical t u r n , which he sometimes
indulged in his hours of leisure. On a journey to Maine, and in the dwelling of
one of his successors, I once was shown a small bookcase made by his own hand.
It was the relic of a great man, and was interesting. Never indeed are great
men more interesting, than when descending from their elevation. Dr. Hemmenway was sensible to the charms of music; and, in the overflowing of his heart,
would sometimes teach it to his children sitting on his knees.
He was familiar with the ancient classics of Greece and Rome. He had a
lively relish for their beauties, and his memory was amply stored with their most
remarkable passages. Indeed it was a rich repository of whatever he deemed
exquisite, both in ancient and modern writings.
As I was once privileged with the opportunity of becoming acquainted with
this characteristic, perhaps the incident should not pass unmentioned. It occurred
ahout sixty years since; yet it is vivid in my memory to the present day. The
Doctor, being on a journey, lodged at my father's house, and I was stationed in
the same chamber. Finding that I was fresh from College, he poured out, during
the former part of tbe night, from the exubeiance of his mind, a variety of
instructive and interesting matter. All was perfectly natural and unostentatious.
T remember particularly his repeating from memory the amount of a page of a
most remarkable composition of Professor Sewall of Harvard College. I t was part
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of an elegant translation into Latin verse of the first Book of Young's Night
Thoughts, made by that most learned Professor, during the flrst night after his
removal from his place in the Universit3^
Dr, Hemmenway, though habitually serious, was no foe to innocent pleasantry.
He possessed a large share of that easy humour which is often found in the
genuinely pious,—especially if blessed with a cheerful natural temperament.
Indeed he had a considerable power of sarcasm, though it was ordinarily kept
under strong restraint. Replying to one of his public opponents, who claimed
much of the power of metaphysical reasoning, he questions the claim, and
remarks that, if such a person should be censured as being too metaphysical, he
would sufler as undeservedly as Dr, Owen observes that Jerome did, when he was
chastised by an angel for his Ciceronian style.
Complaining, on another occasion, of his antagonist,—that he refused to go to
the bottom of things, and indeed begged the question, he remarks, in allusion to
a well known passage of Scripture,—" He cannot, or will not dig, but to beg he
is not ashamed,"
A great portion of Dr, Hemmenway's published writings were of a controversial
character. By this remark I would be far from intimating that controversy was
his delight. This would probably be doing him injustice. His flrst controversy
was witb Dr, Hopkins, who, in animadverting on certain sermons of Dr. Hemmenway on " the obligation and encouragement of the unregenerate to attend
the means of grace," had represented the doctrine as unscriptural and dangerous,
Dr, Hemmenway, in reply, published a vindication of his views, and afterward
remarks on Dr, Hopkins' answer to that vindication. From the manner in which
Dr, Hemmenway treated the subject, some have taken occasion to represent him as
leaning to Arminian views. But this, it is conceived, is a mistake. The doctrine
maintained by him on this important JDoint is the same substantially as has been
inculcated by the great bodj^ of Calvinistic writers since the period of the
Reformation, I t is inculcated with great distinctness and force by President
Edwards in his sermon on " Pressing into the kingdom of God," Indeed Dr,
Hopkins himself, in his earlier writings, explicitly maintains that the Divine
command to sinners to repent and to be converted involves an obligation, on their
part, to do whatever is necessary in order to their repentance and conversion, and
of course an obligation to attend to the truths of God's word, with the utmost
concern and diligence.
An objection has been raised, that, if God commands the unregenerate to do
what they may do while in a state of sin and rebellion, this is virtually commanding sin and rebellion. This objection Dr. Hemmenway thus meets with his
characteristic shrewdness:—
" We say, that God has absolutely commanded the hearers of the Gospel, without
distinction, to attend the means of religion. But be has not enjoined any of those
irregular circumstances or defects with which the performances of the unregenerate
are corrupted. These defects he has forbidden; yet he has absolutely enjoined the
actions themselves in the divided sense, as matter of duty, and as means of good, to men;
notwithstanding the sin men may be guilty of in the manner and circumstances of the
performance. And if it be doubted whether this be not the same in effect, as to command the sinful defects,—however metaphysicians may puzzle themselves and others
in their endeavours to answer the knotty question, and perhaps after all their subtle
reasonings resolve it wrong, I suppose a child, that knows his right hand from his left,
would intuitively know to the contrary.
" Eusebius had a little son, some four years old, when he thought fit to send him to
school with his horn-book. The child was very loth to go, having a mind to spend his
time in play with idle companions. ' Child,' says the father, ' I intend you shall go to
school to-day. I hope you will go willingly and learn to read as fast as you can.'
' No,' says the child, ' I don't want to go.' ''What, not want tolearn to read !' ' I do
not want to learn, I bad rather play at home.' ' I am sorry for that, my son; it is
because you do not know what is good for yourself. I would have you go cheerfully
and try to learn, like a good boy; but, whether yon are willing or not, you must go, or
I shall be angry with you.' The child fearing the eflfect of his father's displeasure, sets
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out with great reluctance, fretting and crying as ho goes. Presently, an acquaintance
meets him. ' Where are you going,' says he, ' in this sorrowful mood?' ' I am going
to school,' says the child. • But why do you go to school?' •' Because my father bid
me, and threatened me if I would not go.' ' Did your father bid you to be loth to go,
and to cry and murmur as you were going?' ' No, he bid me go willingly; but I hate
to go, and be knew it, yet he said I must go, if I did not love it, and if I did cry,'
But if your father knew that you hated to go to school, and would cry if he made
you go, then when he bid you go, he bid you cry as you went, didn't he?' ' I tell you
hither did not bid me cry as I was going; he chid mo for crying; but he told mo that
I should go, though I was ever so unwilling, and cried ever so much,' I ask now,
would not such an answer be perfectly agreeable to the plain dictates of common sense?
Whatever close reasoncrs can do, I am much mistaken if children cannot plainly see
that to command one absolutely to do an action, though it be ever so certain that it
will be done in a faulty manner, if done at all, is entirely different from commanding
the faulty manner as well as the performance. Nor is this in any measure implied in
that,'
This is confessedly a long extract. B u t such is its combined simplicity and ingenuity, that it seemed difiicult to omit it, and equally difiicult to curtail it.
It cannot but be thought wonderful by many, that a man whose eminence was
undisputed among his contemporaries, should appear in less than half a century to
be almost forgotten. The distributors of theological and literary fame have signally
overlooked his claims; and the public ear which has frequently been occupied by
names of no transcendent excellence, has long been almost a stranger to the name
of Hemmenway.
It cannot be doubted that Dr, Hemmenway left many sermons sufBciently prepared to meet the public eye. Should these sermons come abroad, they would be
found to combine seriousness of spirit with depth of thought; cogency of reasoning
with chasteness of style; solid judgment with sound piety, and faithful application to the conscience and the heart. Still they would be found wanting in many
of those qualities which have been apt to attract public notice. They would be
quite deficient in the glittering novelties, the startling paradoxes, the transcendental dreams, which have been so often inflicted on the community, and which
have caused such numbers to
" Wonder with a foolish face of praise,"
Accept, my dear Sir, this feeble attempt to do some justice to the memory of a
great and good man. Few duties are more pleasant than that of unveiling to the
pubhc eye those iatollectual and moral excellencies, which the humility of their
possessor had undervalued, and his modesty concealed, 1 thank jon for affording
me this gratification.
Believe me, as ever,
Sincerely and affectionately yours,
DANIEL DANA,
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STEPHEN WEST, D. D.^
1756—1819.
S T E P H E N W E S T was born at Tolland, Conn., November 13, 1735. He
was a son of Zebulon West, a Judge of the Court in the county of Hartford,—
a man of excellent character and extensive infiuence. The son having been,
at an early age, designed for a liberal education, entered Yale College at
sixteen, and was admitted to the degree of Bachelor of Arts in September,
1755, While in College, he was distinguished as a vigorous student, and
gained a high reputation particularly as a classical scholar.
The year after he left College he engaged in teaching a school in Hatfield,
Mass. Here he commenced the study of Theology, under the direction of
the Rev. Timothy Woodbridge, minister of the parish in which he resided.
Having gone through the usual course of preparatory study, he was examined
by tbe Hampshire Association of ministers, and recommended tothe churches
as a candidate for the ministry. Soon after, he was appointed Chaplain at
Hoosack Fort, where he commenced his labours as a preacher, and continued
probably for somewhat more than a year.
About this time, when he was only twenty-three years of age, he was
applied to by the Commissioners for Indian Affairs in Boston, to succeed
tho Rev. Jonathan Edwards, who had been called to the Presidency of the
College of New Jersey—in the Indian Mission at Stockbridge. Having
taken the advice of his friends, he determined to comply with the request,
and accordingly repaired to Stockbridge, and commenced his labours in
November, 1758. In due time, having proved acceptable to both the Indian
and the English inhabitants of the town, as well as to the Commissioners,
he was regularly called to the pastoral charge of the church. He accepted
the call, and was duly set apart to the pastoral ofiice, by an ecclesiastical
council, June 15, 1759. At this time, the church numbered twenty-one
English members.
For several years, he depended chiefly for his support on an annual stipend,
which he received as missionary to the Indians, from the Commissioners at
Boston. But, as the number of the Indians gradually became less, and his
prospects of usefulness among them more dubious, he finally resolved to
give up the mission and the salary annexed to it, and confine his ministrations
to the English portion of his charge. While he continued in the mission,
it was his practice to preach to the Indians on Sabbath morning by an
interpreter, and to the English in the afternoon. The Rev. John Sergeant,
whose father had preceded him as a missionary to the Indians, and who had
himself been employed as a school master among them, succeeded Mr. West
in this part of his charge.
About this time, a great change took place in Mr. West's religious opinions
and feelings. With tbe views of Edwards on the "Freedom of the will"
and some kindred points he bad not been satisfied; in short, he had embraced
substantially the Arminian system. Being intimate with the Rev. (afterwards Dr.) Samuel Hopkins, who then resided at Great Barrington, they
had frequent theological discussions,—the result of which, on the part of

* Sketch of his Life by Dr. Hyde.—Jones' Hist, of Stockbridge.
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Mr. West, seems to have been a conviction that Calvinism, in nearly the
form in which it was held by Hopkins, is the system taught in the Scriptures.
He moreover believed himself to have never felt the power of religion
previous to that time; and he distinctly recognises this fact in a sermon
preached at the ordination of Mr. Gordon Dorrance,* in 1795. During the
time that his mind was in an unsettled state, not only in respect to the
doctrines of the Gospel, but the character of his own religious experience,
he continued to preach, though it seems to have been not without great
conflicts of feeling with regard to his duty. His people ere long gathered
the evidence of the change that had come over him from the difi'erent
character of his preaching ; and not a small portion of them viewed it with
marked disapprobation. Shortly after this, however, an unusual seriousness
spread through his congregation, and, at no distant period, they were again
happily united, in a good degree, under his ministrations. His church,
during a long course of years, was among the most prosperous and influential
in that region.
Not long after this change in Dr. West's theological views, he composed
and preached a series of sermons, in which the subjects he had been brought to
contemplate under anew aspect, were largely discussed. In 1772, he published
the substance of these sermons in a work of three hundred duodecimo pages,
entitled an " Essay on Moral Agency." The work was of course differently
estimated according to the diversity of theological opinion; but all were
agreed that it indicated great mental acumen.
In 1792, the Trustees of Dartmouth College conferred on him the degree
of Doctor of Divinity. He was one of the original Trustees of Williams
College, and was ckosen Vice President of the institution at the first
meeting of the Board ; in which ofiices he continued for nineteen years, when
his advanced age and increasing infirmities compelled him to resign.
Dr. West was, for many years, in the habit of directing the studies of
young men in their immediate preparation for the ministry. His students
held him in high estimation as an instructor, and several of them have
occupied important places, and have enjoyed no small distinction as efiicient
and useful ministers.
The latter part of Dr. West's life was an almost unbroken scene of
sorrow. A series of events, equally painful and unlooked for, separated him
from the flock which he had so long served, at the same time that his
colleague also (the Rev. Ephraim G. Swift) was removed, who had sustained
the same relation to the church for eight years. His dismission took place
in August, 1818; but the council convened on the occasion did not fail
to testify their high sense of his worth, and their great respect for his
character.
But the labours and trials of Dr. West were now drawing to a close.
His last sermon in Stockbridge was preparatory to the communion on the
30th of October, 1818. He administered the ordinance there on the Sabbath
following ; and the next week on Thursday preached a Sacramental lecture
at Lee,—tbe last sermon he ever delivered. On the first Sabbath in
January, 1819, he again administered the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper
to the church in Stockbridge, and with this service closed his public labours.
'GORDON DORRANCE was born at Sterling, Conn..; was graduated at Dartmouth College in
1786; was ordained pastor of the church in Wiiidsur, Mass., July 1, 1795; was dismissed July
15, 1834; and spent his last years with his son at Attica, New York, where ho died iu 1845.
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From this time he began more perceptibly to decline, though he was still
able to enjoy the society of his friends, and retained his accustomed interest
in whatever related to the cause of religion. In March he was afilicted with
what he called a severe cold; which, however, proved the harbinger
of his. dissolution. His bodily and mental powers seemed to fail together;
though his spirit evidently sustained itself in patience and hope to the last.
He died without a struggle, on the 15th of May, 1819, in the eighty-fourth
year of his age.
Dr. West had no children, though he was twice married. His first
connection was with Elizabeth, daughter of the Hon. Ephraim Williams,
one of the first English settlers in the town of Stockbridge. She died in
September, 1804, in the seventy-fourth year of her age. In 1806, he
contracted a second marriage with Eleanor, daughter of Daniel Dewey of
Sbefiield,—who survived him.
Dr. West was extensively known in this country, and somewhat also
abroad. During the lives of Doctors Bellamy, Hopkins, and Edwards, he was
their intimate friend, and faithful correspondent. He also, for many years,
maintained a correspondence with Dr. Ryland, a well known Baptist minister
in Bristol, England.
The following is a list of Dr. West's publications:—An Essay on moral
agency, 1772, (The same republished with an appendix, 1794.) A Sermon
on the moral impotency of sinners, (without date.) Duty and obligation of
Christians to marry only in the Lord, 1779. A Vindication of the church
in Stockbridge in excommunicating one of its members, 1780. An Essay
on the Scripture doctrine of Atonement, 1785. A Sermon on occasion of
the execution of S. Bly and C. Rose, 1787. An Inquiry into the ground
and import of Infant Baptism,1794, A Sermon at the ordination of Gordon
Dorrance, 1795, Dissertation on Infant Baptism: Reply to the Rev, Cyprian
Strong, 1798. A Fast Sermon, 1801. A Sermon at the ordination of A.
Jerome,* 1802. A Sermon on the duty of people to pray for ministers,
1802.
The Life of the Rev. Samuel Hopkins, D. D., 1806. A Sermon at
the ordination of Elijah Wheeler,! 1806, A Sermon on the death of the
Hon. William Williams, 1808. Three Sermons on the Mosaic account of
the creation, 1809. A Sermon at the ordination of E. G, Swift, 1810,
Evidence of the Divinity of the Lord Jesus Christ, collected from the
Scriptures, 1816.
Besides these, he published many Essays in the Theological Magazine and
in the Connecticut Evangelical Magazine.
* AstASA JEROME was born at Stockbridge, Mass,; was graduated at WilliamS' College in
1798; settled in the ministry at New Hartford in 1802; was dismissed on account of ill health,
after having remained there eleven years; was afterwards installed at Wadsworth, Ohio; and
died suddenly at New Hartford, April 5, 1832, aged fifty-seven.
t E L I J A H W H E E L E R was a native of Pomfret, Conn. He was educated a physician, and
practised medicine for several years in Southeast, Dutchess county, New York. During^ his
medical career, he was an infidel; but, after his conversion, was an eminently devoted Christian.
Having resolved to change his profession, he went to Stockbridge and studied Theology under
Dr, West, and immediately after he was licensed, was employed to supply the pulpit at Great
Barrington, and soon received a call to become the pastor of the congregation. He wasordained
there, September 24, 1806; and after a highly prosperous ministry, resigned his charge February 12, 182:;, He died in Great Barrington, March 20, 1827, aged fifty-three. He received
the honorary degree of M. A. from Williams College in 1806.
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FROM MISS CATHARINE M. SEDGWICK.
LENOX, 27th July, 1848,
My Dear Dr, Sprague: On returning from an excursion last evening, I found
your kind letter, which deserves a more satisfactory answer than I can give it. I
r ^ e t I can do littic more to promote your object than express my deep and affectionate veneration for the character of Dr. West. He is blended with the memories
that mark the history of my childhood, and of course the fondest recollections of
my advancing years. His marriage with the sister of my grandmother, and my
mother being a favourite neice of his wife, brought him into intimate relations with
my family Between Dr. West and my father there existed through life a cordial,
invariable, and confidential friendship, in no way abated or shaded by the radical
difference of their religious opinions. My father was a regular attendant on his
preaching, and I have heard him say that—"grant him his premises, no man reasoned more acutely."
In my childhood, I felt the painful, and in some sort conventional, awe of Dr.
West, which the New England clergymen then inspired. But I soon outgrew it,
and, beneath his stern and somewhat precise exterior, I discerned a most tender and
gentle heart,—a heart brimming with charity, sympathy, and indulgent humanity.
If his theories were exclusive, and his creed definite and exacting, his charity was
unlimited, and his love universal. If you judged by his preaching, he had hope for
few; if by his affections, he despaired of none. His time was arranged with as much
precision as Alfred's the Great, but he allowed more to social enjoyment. His
nature was eminentlj'' social and cheerful. His disposition was like the sunshine
of a temperate region,—warm and genial. His manners expressed his individual
character, modified by the period at which he lived. Then a distinction of ranks
was carefuUy observed, and the clergy were of the privileged orders. His deportment was most courteous—such as graces aristocracy, and wipes out its offence.
The consciousness of superiority was balanced by a Christian rendering of
"honour to all men,"
Dr, West was of low stature and remarkably well made; and, I think, not without some grains of complacency in his well turned limbs. He did not condescend
to the levelling pantaloon, but wore long, neatly fitting hose, and polished and
buckled shoes. He lived a mile from the village, in one of the flrst frame houses
erected in Berkshire. He walked to the village daily, and twice a week paid us a
visit. I can now see his welcome figure enter our door, his three-cornered hat and
silver-headed cane in his hand, his courteous bow and gentle greeting to each and
all, from the heads of the family to the least chfld, and the most insignificant
person in it. This done, he deposited his hat, cane, and gloves, approached the
looking glass, took out a pocket comb, and smoothed his hair with mathematical
precision. Perhaps no man ever lived, of more uniform habits. There were no events
in hisfifeto disturb or even jostle them. During his last illness, when his mind
had become qtute oblivious, he murmured his family and private prayers for the exact
time he had been accustomed to allot to them, and his lips made the motion of
smoking for the precise number of minutes he had allowed bimself that indulgence,
I believe he considered it necessary to his professional integrity not to repeat his
sermons; and I think that I have heard him say that he had never preached a sermon a second time in his own pulpit. His sermons were written in very small
character, and in the neatest manner. You know from his pubfished works that he
loved metaphysical disquisition, and that his preaching was chiefly of that nature.
That he himself latterly had some doubt of its profitableness, may perhaps be
inferred from a circutiistance that strongly impressed me. Dr, Mason, then in the
meridian of his brilliant reputation, preached in Dr. West's pulpit. He took
an opportunity to exhibit his own views of the doctrine of the atonement. His
vehement eloquence was listened to with the most profound attention, by the peo-
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pie, who, for fifty years, had been accustomed to a very difierent exposition of the
same doctrine. When the interest of the audience was afterward spoken of, our
good old pastor said with a smile, " They did not understand one word of it, and
what's more, I am afraid they never understood m e ! "
For the most part, his life was of a quiet tenor, but, towards the close of it, circumstances occurred that must have disturbed a tranquillity not secured by Divine
influences. He had outlived his generation, and injustice and unkindness was done
to the good old man. Then his integrity, purity, and childlike confldence, shone
forth, and better than all the sermons ever written, was the preaching of his forbearance, forgiveness, and almost superhuman patience. He then illustrated and
proved practicable that most ennobling doctrine of his Hopkinsian creed,—a
complete self negation,—a total regard and consecration to the glory of the
Creator,
W e are apt to fancy that such men as Dr, West belonged to the primitive times
of our country. But the best of him,—his purity, simplicitj^ and holiness, were
suited to all periods, and most needed as the tendencies to worldliness increase,
I trust, my dear Sir, the work you are now doing, may diffuse his good name,
and that our younger clergy, in learning to revere him, will endeavour to resemble
him in those qualities that survived, when he laid down his mortality.
Yours respectfully,
C. M. SEDGWICK.

FROM THE REV CHESTER DEWEY, D, D,,
ROCHESTER, January 20, 1852.

My Dear Sir: In J a n u a r y , 1807, I was received into the family of the Rev.
Dr, Stephen West, at Stockbridge, to study Theology under his instruction. He
was then venerable in years and ministerial influence, and seemed to possess a
character of the highest simplicity and purity. His religious feelings appeared to
be strong, constant, elevated, and sustained by unwavering faith in the Saviour.
The more I became acquainted with him, the deeper was my admiration of his
private character and of his public ministrations. His appearance was that of a
venerable Puritan of the old school. While there seemed to be a severity or cool
formalitj'^ in his manner, he was affable, social, full of human sympathies, and the
" milk of human kindness" was ever flowing forth from the deep and full fountain
of his soul. Rarely has a clergyman been more venerated, and loved by his
people. The children who knew him well, loved him the more.
He was very systematic in all things; of course, regular, prompt, energetic,
active, and always found where he was expected at any time, unless some special
and unanticipated arrangement of Providence prevented. He lived in the controlling belief of the Apostle's phrase, " If the Lord will," and then acted as if
he was the responsible agent.
His personal appearance was very dignified and his address interesting. Short
in stature, erect in posture to precise perpendicularity, rather quick in his movements, head large and intellectually developed, eye discerning a'nd bright, language pertinent and expressive, the stranger felt impressed with the appearance
of a man indeed, and the friend acknowledged the power of his mind and the
goodness of his heart.
When in health and at home, he spent the hours from breakfast till dinner—at
one o'clock—in his study, in the preparation of sermons for the pulpit, and kindred investigations, and always had several sermons in advance of the time to be
preached. He did not feel satisfied to have only the number of sermons finished
which the Sabbath would need. It was his practice to write a sermon on onefourth of a sheet of foolscap. As his chirography was very distinct, the strokes
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of the letters very small and close, and the lines crowded together, he wrote a
very full outline of his sermon on such a small piece of paper, introducing all the
important points, arguments, and illustrations. In the delivery of his sermons,
he expounded these notes in a happy extemporaneous manner, governed by his
manuscript, but so wrought that it was difficult for the hearCr to realize that
there was any constraint from the notes, or to feel that the whole was not the
product of a mind fully imbued with the matter and the spirit of the subject, 1
have often heard from him, in ordinary preaching, splendid passages, evidently
prompted by his feelings at the moment, which roused and delighted all the
hearers of taste, thought, and devotion.
As a writer, Dr, West was plain and dry, and his style rather h a r d ; but in
these eloquent outbursts, his imagination was often fired, and his figures of
thought and language were beautiful, high, strong, pertinent, and deeply
impressive.
As a preacher, he was eminently didactic, as he held that all real religion
must be founded on principles. These he laboured to teach to his people, fully
unfolding what he believed to be the cardinal doctrines of the Bible in all their
relations, without leaving it possible for his hearers to doubt the sincerity with
which he believed them, or the earnestness with which he urged them on their
belief His preaching was highly intellectual, and, of course, having spent a
long fife with his people, they were well indoctrinated in religion.
In his Theology, Dr, West was a Hopkinsian.
Yet he was too well versed in
the knowledge of human nature, and in Tlieology, to believe that Hopkinsianism,
as such, was Christianity, or that true faith in Christ existed in Hopkinsians
alone; and on the difiicult and abstruse part of that system of doctrines, he was
not accustomed to dwell in his sermons when I heard him, A Hopkinsian would
understand the bearing of some of his language as leading to that system, but
the common hearer would recognise nothing beyond a general view of the Gospel
plan of salvation, I have heard him say t h a t many things in his own belief, in
religion and philosophy, he never preached to his people, because the direct
object of his ministry should be to lead sinners to God and salvation.
In his metaphysics. Dr. West was a Berkeleyan, adopting fully the pecubarities of Bishop Berkeley, in respect to matter and mind. As these were a
subject of speculation, he used the terms matter, mind, properties, and actions,
like aU other men, conducting on the principles ot good common sense, in which
all, who think, agree.
Of course he believed in what has been called the exercise scheme, in opposition
to the taste scheme in New England Theology. While I am sure of this, I do not
believe he ever directly controverted the taste scheme in his preaching, though
his course of argument might be fatal to it.
Dr. West instructed many young men for the ministry, I was among the last,
and I think the very last of his theological students. His method of teaching in
previous years, I do not know. But to me he gave subjects in a short, regular
system,—as on the being and attributes of God, on the authenticity of the Scriptures, &c,,—and books to read on the several subjects, and required a dissertation on each, which I read to him. He heard the dissertation, and made such
remarks as were called for; pointed out the relations of the doctrines, explained
passa;:is of Scripture, &c. The books to be read were few. Among them were
Hopkins' System of Divinity, and a few other important works such as might be
expected in the library of a country minister, nearly fifty years ago. I found
the Doctor read Latin with great facility. He was also well versed in the Natural Philosophy which was commonly taught in the Colleges of our country near
a century since.
For a time about the middle of life, Dr. West was much misapprehended by
"i»ny excellent people, and much reproach was cast upon him for the course
VOL.
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which he felt called upon to pursue, in respect to a matter of Church discipline.
He was decidedly unfavourable to the marriage of members of the church with
those who are not members. But he never declined to perform the ceremony, provided the non-professor sustained a good moral character, A female belonging to
his church married an unprincipled and immoral man, and the church proceeded,
after a course of ineffectual efi'orts to prevent the connection, to excommunicate
the woman. After one or more councils on the case, the church adhered to their
sentence. In all this, they had the full approbation and guiding of their minister.
As the measure was new, and by some deemed harsh, Dr, West was greatly
censured by many Christians in the country; and the feeling against him was
increased by the efforts of the husband of the excommunicated person to convince
many well-meaning members of other churches of his pure morality and high
religious character, though not a professor of religion. His success, however,
was short lived; for, at no distant period, he threw ofi" the mask, and appeared in
his true character, and made the life of his deceived but confiding wife as miserable as her brethren of the church had forewarned her it would be. I t was not
because the man whom she married, was not a professor of religion, but because
he was immoral, profane, and openly irreligious, that she suffered the extreme
discipline of the church,
Dr, West lived to a good old age in the midst of his
people, and his grave was moistened and honoured by their tears, A purer
heart, more elevated devotion, or finer feelings, are rarely found among men.
The feeling was universal that a good man had gone to rest in God,
Very obediently,
C. DEWEY.

FROM THE REV TIMOTHY WOODBRIDGE, D. D.
SPENCERTOWN, N . Y . , January 22, 1852.

My Dear Sir: I knew Dr. West, concerning whom you inquire, as well as I
ever knew any man. I was born, .and baptized, and educated, under his ministry.
He was a frequent and familiar visitor .at our house, and I remember well taking
my little chair when I was a boy, .and drawing as near to him as I could, to listen
to his tender and moving conversations and pious benedictions. Though he was
a little below the middle stature, yet from his dignified bearing and aspect, he
appeared of the full middle height. His frame was slender, but there was a portion of the lion in his movements, and he seemed like a man destined by nature to
be a military commander. This martial bearing was partly the result of his
original constitution, and partly perhaps owing to his residence, for some time,
immediatel}^ after he entered upon his public career, as Chaplain at Hoosick Fort,
where his associates were military men.
He was a man of a high intellect, but his intellect was of a somewhat pecufiar
structure. I t was distinguished by extreme acuteness, rather than comprehensiveness or versatility. He would survey and analyze a subject in some of
its more difficult and complex relations, with amazing sharpness and accuracy. He had not that extraordinary expansion of mind which is requisite
to survey a great subject in all its bearings—his path of inquiry was narrow,
but it was as clear as a ray of light. These peculiarities you will see strikingly
exemplified in his Treatise upon Moral Agency,—^a book which made a great
impression iu its day, and which will long be preserved in the libraries of the
curious, as one of the most extraordinary specimens of subtle metaphysical
reasoning. His celebrated Essay on the Atonement is less metaphysical, and
more popular, in its texture. This work has passed into a large second edition,
and enjoys a high measure of favour with profound theologians. Dr, Spring of
Newburyport remarked to me, when I was a student at Andover, that Dr. West's
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book upon the Atonement was, in his judgment, superior to any thing on that
subject with which he was acquainted.
Dr. West had a deep, accurate, spiritual knowledge of the Scriptures. I heard
him preach his celebrated "Expository Lectures " upon the New Testament;
and I never read the Evangelists at this day without a vivid recollection of the
striking remarks, and learned illustrations, he gave us of those interesting parts
of the Bible, His congregation at Stockbridge, where he preached upwards of
sixty years, was distinguished for intelligence, and embraced a great number of
professional men and statesmen, besides many young men of public education, who resorted thither to prepare for the different learned professions. I have
heard many of these men, some of whom have since become eminent, remark
that they owed a great deal of their mental discipline to the clear, logical, and
able preaching of Dr. West.
He was a man of vast industry; and his industry was regulated by extreme
method. He had a time and place for all the arrangements of life. He always
rose early; and, after his ablutions and private devotions, repaired to his breakfast room, and prefaced his "good morning" to each one of the family with a
broad and sunny smile. After breakfast, he retired to his study, where he was
occupied till near twelve. In the afternoon he performed his pastoral visitations,
and it is wonderful how much of this kind of work was accomplished by a man
so studious. Beside his stated labours on the Sabbath, he had frequent lectures
and "conferences," as they were called, and he had also a theological class,
composed of the young people of his congregation, of both sexes. In the meetings
of this class, it was his custom to give out, in a connected series, important
theological questions, and to request all, who were willing, to write upon them.
These compositions were brought to the next meeting and read, and the subject
was thoroughly discussed. The effect of this course of instruction, conducted by
such a man, was very perceivable in the profound and accurate theological
knowledge which prevailed in his congregation.
His exactness of method and habit was carried to a greater extreme than I have
observed in any other man. When about to commence a journey, he made all his
calculations for each day in advance. His neighbours often remarked that it
seemed as though the elements were subject to him; for he uniformly accomphshed what he undertook. His hat and whip were always taken down, and laid
on the table the night before he set off, Mrs. West knew to a moment when to
have his table prepared for him, on his return,—whether he had gone only to the
Tillage, or to Newport, which, at that time, was a long journey. His movements
to meet his appointments and engagements took' rank in certainty almost with
the laws of nature.
But his piety was the predominant feature of his character, and it displayed
itself in all the forms of Christian excellence. His observance of the Sabbath,
which he could not bear to hear called " Sunday," was of the Puritan stamp.
He began holy time at sunset Saturday night, and the family were all required
to be at home before that time. Once his niece, who resided in his family,
returned a little too late. He took her to the front door, and silently pointed to
the sunless sky in the West, as an eloquent and touching rebuke for her remissness.
His manner in the pulpit combined energy and tenderness, but energy was the
prevailing characteristic. On a certain Sabbath, I saw the Attorney General of
Massachusetts in the church, an attentive, and apparently a wond^ing, worship
per. The next day I met him in the street, and he said to me " I have been up
to see your pastor, and I perceive he is a most extraordinary man. Yesterday I
8»w him in the pulpit, and' he seemed to consider himself as a herald from the
skies, sent down to denounce God's wrath upon a guilty world. To-day I have
seen him in the domestic cu-cle, and he is the gentlest of human beings. His
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manners are as bland as those of a refined and lovely woman, and notwithstanding all the terrible magnificence of yesterday, he is most charitable in all
his private judgments."
Through his protracted ministry, he taught in his house a large Theological
school, and a great number of the most eminent ministers were trained for their
profession under his instruction. They all describe him as an able and faithful
teacher. On almost every subject in Theology which came up for occasional
remark, or thorough discussion, he had some manuscript at hand, which contained
his most mature thoughts upon the topic. He wrote with facility, and the mass
of his manuscripts was immense,
I will here relate a conversation which Dr, Kirkland, President of Harvard
University, had with me in reference to his connection with Dr, West's Theological school, " The fall after I graduated," said he, " my father sent me to Dr.
West's house to study Theology. I had then, and have now, a great opinion of
his acuteness and classical attainments. Very soon after my admission, he placed
in mj^ hands such books as Edwards' powerful work on Original Sin, and Hopkins'
Treatise on Holiness—books which, if I could have read them with any belief,
would have sent rottenness into my bones. They were written with such prodigious power, that they made me melancholy. I used to go out into the Doctor's
orchard upon that beautiful side-hill, and there I would pick up a ripe and blushing apple, and look at it,—then I would pluck a fiower, and observe its beauty,
and inhale its odour, and say to myself ' These are beautiful types of the loveliness
of God; I know God is benevolent, and I will return to my studies, cheered by
these impressions.' Yet," continued the learned President, "these tremendous
doctrines seemed to awaken the deepest emotions of piety in the mind of Dr, West,
and to impart light, and gladness, and thankfulness to his inmost spirit,"
In regard to Church polity, Dr, West was not only a Congregationalist, but he
verged to the extreme of Independency, When the General Association of Massachusetts was about sending delegates to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church, he felt a deep concern lest they should lose some of their peculiarities,
by mixing themselves in such fraternal familiarity with the Presbyterian arrangements. The same feeling betrayed itself in regard to the establishment of the
Theological Seminary at Andover. He was largely and reverently consulted on
that subject, and manifested extreme solicitude lest, in some of its bearings, it
should infringe upon the independence of the churches.
Dr. West, with all his peculiarities, was a great and good man. His giant
hand had a controlling agency in the erection and organization of most of the
churches in Berkshire. He was what Lord Bacon calls " a foundation man."
He laid the foundations for many generations of the religious institutions which
now illuminate and bless that distinguished county.
I am. Dear Sir, with much affection.
Sincerely your friend,
TIMOTHY WOODBRIDGE.

JASON HAVEN.
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JASON HAVEN.
1756—1803.
FROM SAMUEL F HAVEN, ESQ.,
LIBRARIAN OF THE AMERICAN ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY.
WORCESTER, Mass., April 17, 185G.

My Dear S i r : I t gives me pleasure, in compliance with your request, to
'urnish you with t h e following brief notices of t h e life and character of my
venerable grandfather, t h e R E V . J A S O N H A V E N of D e d h a m : —

He was the youngest son of Deacon Moses H a v e n of Framingham, Mass.
ind was born in t h a t town, M a r c h 2, 1 7 3 3 , 0 . S.
H e was graduated a t
Harvard College in 1754 ; a n d was ordained pastor of t h e F i r s t church in
Dedham, F e b r u a r y 5, 1 7 5 6 .
Although he h a d a feeble constitution, and was a t times subject to severe
md dangerous forms of illness, his ministry was protracted considerably
beyond the ordinary limit.
H e died M a y 1 7 , 1 8 0 8 , at t h e age of seventy.
For a number of years, he was t h e senior minister of t h e vicinity, and t h e
dead of the neighbouring Association.
He was usually described b y t h e aged men a n d women of a later period,
18 " a model pastor of t h e old s c h o o l ; " as grave in m a n n e r s , judicious in
counsel, and a good m a n a g e r of affairs ; and as combining with duties properly parochial a patriarchal interest a n d influence in t h e secular concerns
of his people.
According to t h e testimony of D r . P r e n t i s s , —
" The God of nature and grace was pleased to furnish him with talents and gifts by
which he was eminently qualified for the various branches of ministerial duty. In
natural division of his subjects, and easy method of arranging his ideas, he greatly
excelled. His hearers were never perplexed with intricacy, nor fatigued with prolixity, nor yet defrauded by that affected conciseness which precludes all information.
Few indeed have been blessed with so happy a talent for that kind of composition,
which is adapted for public religious instruction. In the choice ofhis subjects he was
singularly happy. In his manner of handling and applying them, he was so judicious
and appropriate that the occasion seemed to bo constantly in view of his hearers, and
could hardly fail of producing some correspondent impressions. A strain peculiarly
evangelical marked his public discourses. His appearance and manners uniformly
exhibited that gravity and solemnity which dignify the ministerial character. In the
extemporaneous part of Divine service, he was confessedly eminent; blessed with the
gift of prayer, with uncommon readiness and aptitude of expression, suited to the different occasions on which he was called to lead the devotions of humble suppliants to
tlie throne of grace."*
Under his influence, it appears from historical accounts of t h e town and
church, the affairs of his parish, both secular and religious, were administered with r e m a r k a b l e good sense, liberality, and disinterestedness. A new
form of Covenant of great simplicity, yet expressing the fundamental principles and objects of ecclesiastical association, was adopted with entire bar•nony; and with sinsular sclf-<lonial t h e parish .allowed the annual income
of the church property to remain, for a long time, untouched, taxing itself
to defray its expenses at a time when i t s means were comparatively limited,
and the pressure of public burdens was severely felt, that tbe capital might
iccumulate for those who should come after. T h e consequence was t h a t an
•Dr. Prentiss' Discourse delivered on the Sunday succeeding Mr. Haven's interment.
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ample fund was left to posterity in perpetuity, and wholly unfettered,
excepting that it must be appropriated to religious uses, to the teaching of
Christianity on the old spot, and under the care or trust of the Old or First
church.
The Rev. Dr. Lamson in his " History of the First Chnrch and Parish in
Dedham," after remarking that the statements of Dr. Prentiss respecting
the talents and ministerial character and standing of Mr. Haven, are corroborated by information derived from other sources, by his published Sermons, and by the traditions of the place, proceeds to say,—
" I should suppose him to have been eminently practical, writing with plain good
sense, presenting rational vie^^s of the doctrines and precepts of Christianity, neither
perplexing his hearers by metaphysical subtleties, nor bewildering their minds by
conducting them into thB mazy paths of theological controversy. In his social character he possessed many of the requisites of a pleasing and instructive companion.
His conversation was distinguished for good sense and intelligence; he was kind and
affable in Ms deportment; in his manners the grave and familiar seemed to blend in
due proportion, aud there was a propriety that marked all his actions. His people
were sensible of his worth; he enjoyed their confidence and carried their affections
with him to his grave."

Dr. Burgess says of him,—
" His health was slender for many years; but, by patient industry, by an easy and
felicitous command of language, and by a graceful elocution, he was an intelligent
and popular preacher, during his long ministry. The press has done greater honour
to him than to his predecessors, having preserved to us eleven of his sermons, delivered
chiefly at the ordination of ministers and on other public occasions. He was not only
the shepherd ofhis own flock, but he trained up the youthful shepherds of other flocks.
His house was a Divinity school, in which several students were educated for the pastoral office."*

I t would seem, from these notices, that his prominent characteristic was
a balance of mind that gave equability to his judgment and his manners;
that his intellect was clear and practical, and that he was little under the
influence of ambitious motives or a love of display. The generally feeble
state of his health debarred him from extraneous exertions; and, with the
exception of a correspondence on moral and literary topics, sustained for
many years with the Rev. Dr. Zubly, the learned Swiss clergyman of
Savannah, Ga., and the Rev. Dr. Knox of St. Croix in the West Indies,
whom he bad never personally^ known, he seldom went beyond the requirements of his regular duties.
He was, however, a delegate to the Convention which formed the Constitution of the State, and was connected with various Associations of a
benevolent nature. He preached the Artillery Election Sermon in 1761;
the General Election Sermon in 1769; the Dudleian Lecture in 1789; and
the Convention Sermon in 1791.
The following is a list of Mr, Haven's publications:—A Sermon on the
Anniversary Thanksgiving, 1758. Artillery Election Sermon, 1761. A
Sermon at a private meeting in Framingham, 1761. A Sermon at the
ordination of Edward Brooks,+ 1764. A Sermon at the General Election,
1769,
A Sermon on the death of Mrs. Hannah Richards, 1770. A Sermon at the ordination of Ephraim Ward,t 1771. A Sermon at the ordina*Centennial Discourse.
fEDWARD BnooKS was a native of Medford, Mass.; was graduated at Harvard College in
1767; vras ordained at North Yarmouth, Me,, July 4, 1764; was dismissed, in March, 1769;
and died at Medford in 1781.
JEPHRALM WARD was a native of Newton, Mass.; was graduated at Harvard College in
176.3; was ordained pastor of the church in West Brookfield, October 2,3, 1771; and died March
19, 1818, aged seventy-seven.
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tion of Moses Everett,* 1774. A Sermon at the funeral of the Rev. Samuel
Dunbar.t 1783. A Sermon at the ordination of Stephen Palmer, 1792.
A Sermon delivered to his people forty years after his ordination, 1796.
Mr. Haven was married to Catharine Dexter, daughter of his immediate
predecessor, the Rev. Samuel Dexter,^ and had five children; but two of
whom survived the period of childhood—namely, the late Hon. Samuel
Haven of Dedham, and the late Mrs Catharine Palmer, wife of the Rev.
Stephen Palmer^ of Needham.
I am, Dear Sir,
Very respectfully and truly yours,
S. F. HAVEN.

JOHN SMALLEY, D. D.H
1757—1820.
JOHN SMALLEY was born m the North Society in Lebanon, Conn., (then
called Lebanon Crank, now Columbia,) June 4, 1734. His parents, Benjamin and Mary Smalley, were both professors of religion and sustained a
good Christian character, and his mother, in particular, was considered
eminently pious. From her frequent conversations he received early religions impressions; but what impressed his mind more than all she said", was
iiis discovering her at a certain time, as he entered an apartment of the
house, in a dark corner, in a kneeling posture, engaged, as he supposed, in
prayer. This made an impression on his mind which was never erased; and
when he gave an account of it, it is said that the greatness of the man
seemed, for the time, to be lost in the affection of the child. He also
received very deep impressions under the preaching of Whitefield, whom he
heard for the first time when he was six years of age. Upon hearing him
again, some years after, he was still astonished at his eloquence, but was led
to suspect that his manner was better adapted to move the natural passions than to produce a zeal according to knowledge. He observed, how*Ho8Es EvEBETT wa« bom at Dedham July 15, 1750; was graduated at Harvard College in
1771; WM ordained pastor of the church in Dorchester, September 28, 1774; was dismissed
Jannary 14, 1793; entered civil life and became a Representative of the town of Dorchester in
the Qeneial Court, and Judge of "the Court of Common Pleas for Norfolk county; and died
Maroh 25, 1813, aged sixty-three. He published a Sermon at the ordination of his brother,
Olietr Everett; who was a native of Dedham; was graduated at Harvard College in 1779;
]»M ordained minister of the New South Church, Boston, January 2, 1782; was dismissed May
2«, 1792; and died December 19, 1802. He was the father of the Hon. Edward Everett,
tSimiEL DcNBAR was a native of Boston; was graduated at Harvard College in 1723; was
onlaiDeJ pastor of the chnrch in Stoughton, November 15, 1727; and died June 15, 1783, aged
IJ^snty-nine. He published a Sermon at the Artillery Election, 1748; a Sermon entitled
Righteoagnesa by the law subversive of Christianity," 1751; a Sermon at the General Electwn,1780.
• ^,^,A'"'*l' DEXTER was born at Maiden October 23, 1700; was graduated at Harvard College
j"l<20; wag ordained minister of Dedham, May 6, 1724; and died January 29, 1765, aged
'"g'-fiTe. He published a Century Discourse, 1738.
. SBiEPHE.v PALMER was bom at Norton October 8, 1766 ; was graduated at Harvard College
I" 1789; was ordained pastor of the church at Needham, November 7, 1792; and died October
jbl821, aged fifty-five. He published a Sermon on the death of Calvin Whiting, 1795; a
°*™on at the ordination of Isaac Braman at Kowley, 1797; a Century Sermon, 1811; a SerI ou* * * '°t«rment of the Rev. Thomas Thacher of Dedham, 1812.
1 Skinner'g Fnn. Serm. in MS.
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ever, that his preaching gave a reality to things invisible, which he had never
before seen. In the judgment of bis own minister, the Rev. Eleazer
Wheelock, he became pious at a very early period, but this he himself
thought doubtful, and he did not build his hopes upon what ho then experienced.
When young, he was put out to a mechanical trade, which he might have
pursued through life, had not God designed him for a different employment,
and found for him a patron and instructor in Mr. Wheelock. That benevolent man, perceiving him to be a youth of fair promise, kindly offered to fit
him for College ; and he was entered at Yale College at the age of eighteen.
While a member, his father lost his little property; and he would have been
constrained to relinquish his studies, had he not found a patron in Mr. Stiles,
who was afterwards President of tbe same institution. But this was not
his only or greatest trial during that period. His mind was extremely
exercised upon the things of religion, and he then experienced what he used
to call his second conversion.
Shortly after taking his first degree, in 1756, he began the study of
Theology under the direction of the Rev. Joseph Bellamy. In November,
1757, soon after he was licensed to preach, he commenced his labours in
Berlin, (New Britain Society,) Conn., and on the 19th of April, 1758, a
church was organized there of which he was constituted pastor.
In 1764, he was married to Sarah Guernsey of Simsbury, Conn., who
died in 1808. They had four children,—all of them daughters, two of
whom were married to clergymen.
In 1784, there was a general attention to religion among his people, which
continued about a year, and resulted in the addition of forty or fifty to his
church.
In 1800, he was honoured with the degree of Doctor of Divinity from the
College of New Jersey.
Dr. Smalley had a vigorous constitution, and performed, with very little
interruption, the stated services of the ministry till the autumn of 1808;
being, from the commencement of his ministry, a term of a little more than
fifty years. In 1810, he was relieved from his pastoral labours by the settlement of Mr. Newton Skinner as his colleague. He continued to preach
occasionally till September 26, 1813, when he delivered his last sermon.
For some time previous to his death, he wrote but little, if any, but he continued to read more or less, daily, till he was attacked with a fit which
terminated his life. He was entirely deprived of his reason for a few days,
and it was never fully restored ; though he had some lucid intervals, in
which he expressed his submission to tbe will of God, and a humble hope of
an interest in Christ. His death took place on the first of June, 1820;
when he had almost completed his eighty-sixth year. His funeral sermon
was preached by his colleague. He outlived by several years every person
who had any agency in procuring his«settlement.
Dr. Smalley published two volumes of Sermons,—the first in 1803; the
second in 1814. Besides these, he published two Sermons on natural and
moral inability, 1769; [These were republished in London.] two Sermons on
universal salvation, preached at Wallingford, and printed, the one in 1785,
the other in 1786 ; a Sermon delivered in the College Chapel at New Haven,
on the perfection and usefulness of the Divine law, 1787; and an Election
Sermon, 1800.
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FROM THE EEV CALVIN CHAPIN, D, D,
ROCKY HILL, Conn., 23d December, 1847.

Dear Brother: Tour respectful request under date of August 26, that I sliould
communicate to you my recollections of the late Eev. and truly venerable Dr,
Smalley, came duly to hand, and but for a severe domestic aflSiction, the request
would have been complied with before this time. Dr, Smalley was a man whom I
highly esteemed and venerated, and I shall be happy to contribute anything, even
a mite, in honour of his memory.
The man concerning whom you inquire, was, in person, somewhat above the
medium size. His countenance, though perhaps not very strongly marked, still
bore testimony of a mind within that was steadily and intensely thinking. Far
reaching too and clear were his thoughts; and yet he knew well the boundaries of
human knowledge, and would often speak even contemptuously of those who,
according to his expressive phrase, " went below the bottom of things," Though
he made no high pretensions to scholarship, his published works show that he
was exceedingly perspicuous and forcible, not to say faultless, in the use of
language.
With his theological views, which were the result of patient and earnest inquiry,
he seemed perfectly satisfied; and his appeal to the Bible in support of them, from
Genesis to Revelation, was always ready and apt. So strongly was he convinced
of the truth of the doctrines which he held, that he could not, with much patience,
hear any of them even questioned. I remember on one occasion to have suggested a
doubt in regard to the possibility of the existence of moral evil and desert of punishment, without the heart's freely adopted choice; and instantly his lips and chin
began to tremble, and he declared, with great emotion, " I would never license you,
I would never ordain you, holding such erroneous views of Divine truth," " But,"
said I, " how happens it then that there is not a member of the Association with
whom you so often invite an exchange of Sabbath day labours, as you do with me?"
"Yes, to be sure," he replied,—" but there is a diflPerence between putting a man
into ofSce, and treating him as in ofiBce, after he is in," Here ended the apparent discrepancy, and not a particle of unpleasant feeling remained to mar our
subsequent intercourse.
His perception of the ludicrous was so keen that, not unfrequently, something
of wit and sarcasm found its way into his sermons, and even when he had no intention of thus indulging himself The following, though founded on mere emphasis
m manner, may illustrate what I mean. His subject, on one occasion when I
heard him preach, led him to introduce the conversion and Christian conduct of
Lydia. " Numerous conversions by Divine influence," he remarked, " accompanied
thefeithful labours of the Apostles; and among others there was one woman."
So also, when treating of fanatical extravagance and delusions, he would, with
sunilar emphasis, repeat the passage, (2 Tim. iii, 6,) " For of this sort are they
who creep into houses, and lead captive silly women, laden with sins, led away
with divers lusts," Though it may not be easy to convey the idea that there
could have been any thing ludicrous in this connection, yet his peculiar manner
Mtually gave to it this efi'ect in a very high degree. In a subsequent conversation
with hun, I ventured to question the propriety of thus indulging this propensity in
the pulpit, when he assured me that he was utterly unconscious of it, and the
thought of such a thing had never occurred to him.
Dr. Smalley could not be called a popular preacher in the popular sense of that
word. His voice was nasal, and there was nothing in his manner that could be
considered graceful or attractive. He was accustomed to preach with his manu*ript before him, and read as doggedly as most of his contemporaries. And yet
80 rich were his discourses in doctrinal instruction, and so level to the humblest
capacity, that few congregations were more regular and punctual than his, in their
VOL. I.
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attendance on the services of the sanctuary. And thia continued despite of the
distracting influence of party politics. In those times of bitter political raving about
Washington, Adams, Jefferson, aud others,—that raving being in its condensation called on the one hand, Federalism, and on the other. Democracy,—though
Dr, Smalley was decidedly and fearlessly a Federalist, and a majority of his charge
violently Democratic,—their attendance upon his preaching, unlike what occurred
in many other places, suffered not the least abatement.
It is perhaps difl&cult to find a person who feels a deeper contempt than Dr.
Sinalley felt for what may be called vulgar popularity in a preacher. It is possible
that his views on this subject were even carried to an extreme; and it seems quite
likely that they were modified somewhat by his peculiar religious experience. His
early religious impressions, which ne received under the preaching of Whitefield,
he was accustomed ultimately to regard as of little worth; whereas, what he supposed was his actual conversion, he attributed under God to his reading Edwards
on the Will, Though he regarded Whitefield's eloquence as very perfect of its
kind, he considered it as addressed too exclusively to the passions, and he believed
that it contributed to the self deception of multitudes beside himself He was no
enemy to an earnest manner; but mere show, and noise, and declamation, he
could not tolerate,
I remember an instance that may serve to illustrate his taste in respect to eloquence, that occurred in connection with an important civil trial. The case was
one of considerable interest to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and to the
State of New York, and it was tried in Hartford, Alexander Hamilton and
Aaron Burr were present as counsel for New York, and Theophilus Parsons and
some other distinguished lawyer, for Massachusetts, Burr, unprincipled and
wicked as he was, stood unsurpassed in keenness of discernment, in directness of
argument, in simplicity of style and manner, and in power of demonstration.
Hamilton also was sound and sensible in argument. Every word was the right
word, and in the right place. Every sentence and every phrase would look well
from the press. But he was more showy than Burr, There was that in his
tone, countenance, and gesture, that was indicative of more study and art. Dr.
Smalley was present at the trial and heard them both; and, though he admired
Hamilton, B u r r ' s eloquence was still more to his taste. He remarked concerning
the latter that he had that unaffected simplicity, that clearness of thought, that
logical and unanswerable reasoning, which, in his opinion, constituted the eloquence at which every public speaker should aim. " B u r r , " said he, "knows
how to keep his object in view, and to keep himself out of sight."
Dr. Smalley frequently expressed a conviction that every minister, when arrived
at the age of threescore years and ten, ought to retire from the active duties of
his office; and it is understood that, in his own practice, he evinced the sincerity
of this conviction. Soon after he entered his seventieth year, he proposed to the
people of his charge that he should withdraw from his labours, and that they
should make provision immediately to fill the vacancy which would thereupon
occur. They, however, differed with him in opinion, in respect both to his duty,
and their interest. They insisted that both his preaching and pastoral labours
were as acceptable as ever; and, at their urgent solicitation, he continued to preach
to them, till he was manifestly disabled bj^ bodily and mental infirmity.
I am, Dear Sir, with much regard.
Your friend and brother,
CALVIN CHAPIN.
FROM THE REV ROYAL ROBBINS.
KENSINGTON, Conn., May 16', 1856.

Reverend and Dear Sir: In reply to your favour of the 6th inst,, I have to say
that my acquaintance with Dr, Smalley was brief, and consequently somewhat
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imperfect. He was already an Octogenarian before I knew him as a visitor at his
house, which was after I was domiciled in the same town,* In my childhood I
had probably heard him preach occasionally in my native place, which was one of
the adjoining towns; but I have no distinct recollection of his manner, or even of
the fiict itself It only occurs to me to say, in this connection, as illustrative of
the subjects of his discourse or his strain of preaching, that I remember a remark
of an elderly member of our family concerning him,—viz, that she did not like to
hear Dr. Smalley, because he preached upon the doctrine of Election, My inference is that this was a somewhat frequent theme with him.
During the four or five years in which I was a contemporary of his in the same
town, I obtained such an acquaintance with him only, as a few calls of friendship
or occasions of ministerial meeting and exchanges afforded. He had ceased statedly to preach, but as the home of his colleague was at that time with the Doctor,
whenever an exchange called me to the New Britain pulpit, of course an opportunity was afforded me for seeing him. The Rev, Newton Skinner f was his colleague, and acting minister of the parish at this period. The Doctor consequently
had leisure for such pursuits as he chose to engage in, and as became his years.
These were mostly, if not altogether, of the study. The preparation of a second
volume of Discourses for publication, was his principal employment, it would seem,
during a portion of his later years; and I have reason to think from some remarks
of his own, that he found it an onerous task, at his time of life. He was in the
habit of devoting about fourteen hours of each day to mental application. Outdoor labours he seldom engaged in, unless in the time of making hay, when he
rendered some little assistance to his workmen, llis exercise consisted principally
in riding horseback.
After the preparation of the volume referred to, his only employment was that
of reading. This is believed to have been of a miscellaneous theological kind.
Towards the extreme limit of his life, his memory was sadly apt to fail him, in
regard to the matter of his reading. Easily dropping asleep over a volume, he
seemed not to know upon waking how it came before him, and imagined that he
had never seen or read it before. I t was the Doctor, I think, who once remarked
to me playfully, that it was one advantage of old age that, in reading a book,
it was always new to the reader.
As Dr, Smalley always sat in the pulpit when he attended meeting, and as he
always attended meeting on the Sabbath when in health,—an example of constancy
which his people had the good sense to follow, it was interesting to appear before
him and his people in the message of the Gospel, New Britain was not then, as
now, .supplied with some six or seven churches with their stately spires; but one
old, decayed, barn-like structure sufficed for the worshippers on the Sabbath,
Yet humble as were their accommodations, few of the inhabitants seemed willing
to stay at home, and no audience probably had been better trained to be reverent
and attentive, Mj recollection of the aged pastor in prayer, and of his criticism
on the discourses which he heard, impresses me with the belief, that he was a careful
and critical hearer, as no doubt he had been an acute and discriminating preacher.
He had laboured too long and diligently in that field not to be " a workman that
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of t r u t h . " W h a t he taught,
without question, he fully believed. Indeed s^ich was his conviction of the t r u t h
as he held it, or such was his constitutional temperament, that he could not well
suffer any one to differ from him. As, however, his previous life and labours did
•New Britain was then one of the three parishes of the town of Berlin.
t NEWTON SKINNER was born in Granby, Conn., in 17«:!, He w.as graduated at Yale
College in 1804, nf a class which has produced many excellent Divines, His theological
instructor was the Rev. Ebenezer Gay of Suffield, a town adjoining Mr, Skinner s native place.
His settlement in New Britain was in 1810, and his death occurred .'ilst of March, 1825. I t is
not known t h a t h e published any thing except a Sermon preached at the Dedication of the new
meetinj bouse. Mr, Skinner was an able and faithful preacher of the Gospel, and died in the
midst of his days and usefulness, deeply lamented by his people.
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not come within the range of my observation, it is unnecessary to speak of them
further.
Such as this eminent Divine was seen and known by me, the impression made
upon my mind, may be said to be that of veneration mingled with confidence.
He was wisely sociable and communicative, possessed a ready and keen wit, and
presented the features, in person and in mind, of the genuine Puritan. The lineaments of his face were strong and decided—their expression was sternly intellectual.
He wore his hair white, long, and flowing: his head and indeed all the upper portion
of his body were much bowed, as the eftect of age. This was his appearance at
the period spoken of. In his prime he must have been a man of good size and
height, measuring, I am told, over six feet, and capable of vigorous, physical
effort.
His manners were entirely plain and unaffected; he appeared to be a man of no
pretensions, and though probably never obtrusive with his opinions or advice, there
is reason to think that he was a wise counsellor and a faithful friend. Prom a
piquant remark he once made in my hearing in reference to the writing of hii
biography, it might be inferred that he had little relish of indiscriminate eulogium,
or weak portraiture. He was doubtless desirous of the good opinion of others,
and of the influence which talents and piety exert among men; but the ascription
of superiority would probably not have been received with much favour, unless it
was incidentally or delicately conveyed.
At the time of the publication of the Th-iangle, in which work a certain school of
Divines were so unceremoniously assailed, I became cognizant of the fact respecting
the interest Dr, Smalley took in it. At a call made on him at that period, the conversation, I recollect, turned on that work. The author had introduced the name
of Smalley among other distinguished names, as being on the opposite side of the
Triangular men, in the system of his Theology, and had passed a high encomium on
his skill as a reasoner. How far the Doctor approved of the general character of
the book I do not recollect; but my memory retains the impression that he deemed
it somewhat singular that he should have been reckoned among a class of Divines,
with some of whom, or more correctly perhaps, with one of whom. Dr. Emmons,
he so little agreed. On some important points he had maintained an elaborate
controversy with his quondam theological pupil,—for such Dr. Emmons was.
Another thing made an impression on me in respect to this able man and theologian, and that pertains to his celebrated Treatise on Natural and Moral Inability.
From some remarks of his in my hearing, he seemed disposed to think that the
proper distinctions on this subject had not been drawn previously to his attempt
to settle the point—that even Edwards had not made the matter clear. He doubtless derived not a little satisfaction from the succpss of his effort; and if correct
in the opinion he expressed, he is to be considered as the father of New England
Theology, in that branch of it.
His piety was of the principled, intellectual kind, rather than emotional. He
referred in conversation with me once tO the version of the I26th Psalm, beginning
with the lines
" When God revealed his gracious name
" And changed my mournful state,
" My rapture seemed a pleasing dream," &c,
as expressive of sentiments or a style of experience which he did not greatly
favour. There is reason to think that he had a special dislike of rant, quackery,
and ignorance, in religion—of flights of fancy and ecstatic devotion. He looked
rather to a sober, chastened form of religious feeling, based on knowledge and
directed by rigid principle. If he erred at all, it was in a too slight appreciation
of the purely emotional and experimental in religion. His habits of severe
induction in the investigation of t r u t h , as well as the original structure of
his mind, probably led him into a way of thinking on this subject, which did
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not wholly agree with perhaps the more commonly received opinion of the day.
On the whole, he appears to me as a specimen of the sober, staid, reasoning, and
conservative cla^s of Divines, essentially sound in the faith, who appeared on the
stage subsequently to the great religious awakenings about the middle of the last
century, and who, by a natural reaction occasioned by the irregularities of that
period, were rendered, perhaps, too cautious of excitement and over action in the
concerns of the spiritual life.
I have said. Dear Sir, more, probably, than is necessary, but you will know
what to do with the communication.
Yours, &c.,
ROYAL ROBBINS.

JAMES DANA, D. D.*
1758—1812.
JAMES D A N A was a descendant, in the third generation, from Richard
Dana, who was born in 1620, came from England to America and settled at
Cambridge, Mass., in 1647, and died April 2, 1690. He was a son of Caleb
and Phoebe (Chandler) Dana, and was born at Cambridge in the year 1735.
He was graduated at Harvard College in 1753, and remained there as a resident graduate for several years afterwards, pursuing his theological studies,
and giving much attention to general literature.
In the year 1758, the church at Wallingford, Conn., having been for
several years in a somewhat distracted state,—partly in consequence of
hearing a large number of candidates, determined, by advice of some of the
neighbouring ministers, to employ one from Cambridge ; and having despatched a messenger thither, the result of their application was, that
Mr, Dana was recommended as a suitable person to fill the place, and he
was accordingly invited to visit Wallingford to preach as a candidate for
settlement.
He accepted the invitation, and, after he had preached a few Sabbaths,
both the church and society, with apparent harmony, extended to him a
call to become their pastor; but scarcely had the call been presented, when
a pretty decided opposition to his settlement sprang up, under the sanction,
as was supposed, of some of the neighbouring ministers. A council was
invited to meet to ordain him ; but Mr. Dana's opponents, with a view to
prevent the ordination, procured a meeting of the Consociation, that they
might consider some alleged irregularity in tbe proceedings of the church
and society, as well as a complaint against the orthodoxy of the pastor elect.
The council appointed to ordain Mr, Dana, and the Consociation summoned
to prevent his ordination, convened in Wallingford on the same day, October 11, 1758. The church and society, together with Mr Dana, appeared,
by citation, before the Consociation, and utterly denied their right to
interfere ; and then the council, in the face of the direct and peremptory prohibition of tbe Consociation, proceeded to ordain and instal the
candidate. The Consociation, regarding the case as one of great difiiculty, now invited the neighbouring Consociation of Hartford county
' Eacon's Hist. Disc.—Pamphlets connected with the AVallingford controversy.
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to meet with them, that tbey might have the benefit of their opinion and
advice; and such a meeting accordingly took place three weeks afterwards. At this joint meeting, Mr. Dana and the church and society still
persevered in denying jurisdiction; and tha result was, that Mr. Dana's
pastoral relation was declared to be dissolved. As this result was not
heeded by any of the parties concerned, the Consociation, after a few
months, pronounced a sentence of non-communion against Mr. Dana and
the church and society, and declared the ministers and delegates of the
ordaining council to be "disorderly persons, and not fit to sit in any of our
ecclesiastical councils, until they shall clear up their conduct to the satisfaction of the Consociation of New Haven county." I t was essentially a
controversy between the " O l d L i g h t " and " N e w Light" parties. Mr.
Dana was understood to be of the then liberal school of Boston and that
region, and the ministers constituting the Consociation of New Haven
county were little disposed that one of their prominent churches should be
committed to the pastoral care of one whom they considered as having
departed so far from their own standard of Christian doctrine.
The separation that originated in this confiict, continued a number of
years. Mr. Dana and the ministers who had ordained him, being cut off
from all ecclesiastical and ministerial intercourse with the other pastors of
the county, formed an Association by themselves, which continued till the
year 1772, or later, when the controversy was finally terminated, in consequence of pacific overtures made by the ministers then constituting the
Consociation.
The prejudice against Mr. Dana gradually wore away, and even those of
his brethren whose views of religious doctrine did not fully accord with his
own, nevertheless had a high estimate of his talents and character, and did
not hesitate to receive him into their pulpits. And when the Revolutionary
struggle came on, he rendered himself particularly popular by the very
decided part which, he took, both in public and in private, in favour of the
American cause.
Mr. Whittelsey of New Haven was accustomed to
exchange with him, at least once, while the Legislature was in session; and
Mr. Dana, by some of his patriotic sermons preached on these occasions,
did much to increase his popularity throughout the State. Many of the
members who were predisposed to judge him unfavourably, from having
heard his theological views called in question, were so well satisfied with his
political orthodoxy, that they came to regard his supposed Arminianism as
a very pardonable offence.
In 1768, Mr. Dana was honoured with the degree of Doctor of Divinity
from the University of Edinburgh.
In 1785, Dr. Dana's health had become so much enfeebled, that he found
himself inadequate to discharge all his duties ; and, by his request, the
church and society, with great unanimity, chose Mr. James Noyes to be
his colleague. Mr. Noyes was set apart to this ofiice in May of that year;
but the Doctor's health, was, soon after, so far restored, that he was able to
perform his part of the duties, both public and private, without any serious
embarrassment.
In 1789, Dr. Dana was called to the pastoral charge of the First church
in New Haven, then vacant by the death of the Rev. Chauncey Whittelsey.
He accepted the call, and was installed on the 29th of April. The installation sermon was preached by himself, and was published. After the
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council for installing him had met, and the preliminary matters had been
attended to. Dr. Dana read a statement of his religious views, written with
great care and caution, but containing some pungent allusions to the
" new divinity " of that day. After the reading of this document, Dr.
Edwards, who was by no means satisfied with it, proceeded to put to him
a series of questions ; and, when these were answered. Dr. Dana propounded
another set of questions to Dr. Edwards ;—both having evidently come
prepared for a theological encounter. Dr. Edwards seems to have been no
better satisfied with his views, as they were elicited by questions, than as
they were set forth in his written statement.
Previous to the settlement of Dr. Dana, the several churches in New
Haven had been in great harmony with each other, aud their monthly lectures preparatory to the Communion, were held in rotation in three houses
of worsliip. But, immediately after his installation, this arrangement ceased,
on the ground that the two other ministers. Dr. Edwards and Mr. (afterwards Dr.) Samuel Austin, could not conscientiously sanction what they
deemed so wide a departure from their own views. Dr. Edwards is said to
have expressed the conviction that " Dr. Dana, besides being opposed to
the 'new divinity,' was unsound respecting the Triiiitj-, the doctrine of
Election, and the doctrine of future punishment." " Y e t , " says President
Stiles, in recording this fact, " a l l the rest of the council" (except Dr.
Edwards and Sir. Austin) "were satisfied that the Doctor was sound as to
all these points." Dr. Bacon, in referring to this subject, expresses his full
conviction of Dr. Dana's orthodoxy in regard to the doctrine of the Trinity,
and of future punishment, but a d d s — " I think, however, notwithstanding
Dr, Stiles' testimony, that his doctrine of Election was nothing more than
that which is commonly known as the Arminian doctrine on that subject."
Dr. Dana's ministry, especially at New Haven, was for the most part
peaceful, though, if judged by the number of persons added to the church,
not eminently successful. Much allowance, however, was doubtless to be
made from the fact that it fell into a period in which there was an accumulation of influences adverse to the success of the Gospel. He was at Wallingford while the political elements were combining for the Revolution, and
throughout the whole of tbat fearful tempest; and, after he went to New
Haven, though that storm had passed away, there was a new organization of
things to be effected, which put in requisition the concentrated energies of the
nation ; and then the storm of the French Revolution soon came, which,
though its force was felt chiefly on the other side of the ocean, yet, in its
demoralizing and corrupting influence at least, extended to our own country.
It is therefore only fair to look for the cause of any want of visible success
in Dr. Dana's ministry, partly at least, in the peculiarly uupropitious circumstances in which it was exercised.
In the winter of 1804, Dr. Dana was confined, for some time, by illness ;
and Mr. (afterwards Professor) Stuart, having then been recently licensed
to preacli, was employed to supply the pulpit, llis preaching was earnest,
direct, and pungent, differing herein from that to which tho congregation
bad been accustomed; and so powerful was tbe impression made by it,
tbat tlicy quickly resolved on an effort to secure iMr, Stuart's labours permanently, by settling him as a colleague witb Dr. Dan:i. When it was found
that the candidate was unwilling to settle as a c(dlcague, the society, on the
30th of July, 1805, signified by a vote their willingness " t h a t Dr. Dana
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should retire from his pastoral labours;" and this vote was in effect a dismission, as be was settled on the condition that the society might dispense
with his labours whenever they should think proper. Tho pastoral relation
was formally dissolved by an ecclesiastical council, in December, 1805; and
Mr. Stuart was shortly after settled as Dr. Dana's successor.
Dr, Dana's feelings were deeply wounded by this procedure ; and, in consequence of it, he attended public worship, for several years, in tbe College
chapel. After Mr, Stuart had left his charge and gone to Andover, Dr.
Daua occasionally came back to the old meeting house, to join in worship
with those who had formerly constituted his fiock. His presence there was
grateful to the people, and revived the associations of other days. The
society expressed by vote their gratification at seeing him, and their wish
that he would worship with them statedly. The gentleman who presented
him a copy of the vote, gave Dr. Bacon the following account of the interv i e w : — " ' D r . Dana,' said he, ' I have a communication for you from the
society.' 'Please to read it. Sir,' said the old man in reply, putting the
paper back into the hands of the other, and straightening himself up to a
little more than his usual dignity. The vote was read distinctly, and with
due emphasis. ' Please to read it again. Sir,' said the Doctor, still sitting
in stiff and antique dignity, with his thin ghastly countenance unmoved, as
if he were something between a ghost and a monument. Again the communication was read with earnest desires that it might make a .favourable
impression. ' I t is well,' said the old man; and his voice quivered and
broke, as be uttered his r e p l y , — ' I know not but that I may say. Lord, now
lettest thou thy servant depart in peace.'" When Mr. (now Dr.) N. W
Taylor was ordained, in April, 1S12, Dr. Dana officiated as Moderator of
the Council, and gave the charge to the candidate. On the first Sabbath
after the ordination, Mr. Taylor invited him to take his seat in the pulpit;
and there be was regularly found every Sabbath, as long as he was able to
attend public worship. He died after a brief illness, August 18, 1812, at
the age of seventy-seven. His funeral sermon was preached by President
Dwight.
The following is a list of Dr. Dana's publications:—A Sermon on the
death of John Hall, 1763. A Sermon on the death of Charles Whittelsey,
1764. Two Sermons delivered at Cambridge, 1767 A Century Discourse
in Wallingford, 1770. An Examination of Edwards on the Will, (anonymous,) 1770. An Examination of the same continued, (with his name,) 1773.
A Discourse at tbe opening of a new place of worship in Kensington, 1774.
An Election Sermon, 1779. A Sermon on the tragical exit of William
Beadle, &c., 1782.^ Yale College subject to the General Assembly, (anonymous,) 1784, A Sermon on the death of the Rev. Chauncey Whittelsey,
1787. A Sermon on the nativity of Christ, 1789. A Discourse at his own
installation, 1789. A Discourse on the African Slave Trade, 1790. A
Discourse at the execution of Joseph Mountain, 1790. Three Sermons in
the American Preacher, 1791. A Discourse at the installation of the Rev.
Abiel Holmes, 1792, A Discourse at the ordination of Ebenezer Gay, Jr.,
1793. A Discourse at the ordination of Elijah Waterman, 1794. A Discourse on tbe folly of practical Atheism, 1794. A Discourse on the death
of President Stiles, 1795. Two occasional Discourses at the beginning of
the year, 1801. A Sermon at the ordination of Andrew Yates, 1801. A
Sermon on the death of Ebenezer Grant Marsh, 1803. A Sermon on the
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character of Scoffers, 1805. A Thanksgiving Sermon, 1805. Sermons
to young people, 1806.
When I entered Yale College in 1811, Dr. Dana was a regular attendant
at the public service on the Sabbath, in the College chapel. I recollect him
as the mere shadow of a man, tall, slender, and in his general appearance
more ghostly, than any human being I remember to have seen. He used
to sit in the pulpit with Dr. Dwight, and I believe pretty uniformly took
part in the Communion service. His prayers were remarkably solemn, reverential, and impressive. The only other public service I ever heard from
him was the Charge at the ordination of Mr. Taylor, which was pertinent
and excellent, and seemed almost as if he were speaking it from out of his
grave. I had never but one interview with him, and my recollection of him
then is that he was extremely bland and courteous.

FROM PROFESSOR JAMES L. KINGSLEY.
YALE COLLEGE, November 18,1847.

Dear Sir: I had some opportunity of becoming acquainted with Dr. Dana,
about whom you inquire, as I often heard him preach, and was several times a
boarder in his famUy, But most of what I know respecting him, I communicated
to Dr, Bacon when he was preparing his "Historical Discourses," which are
already before the public. There is but little additional which I can furnish.
Dr. Dana, I always thought, had more talents than appeared from his pubUcations. The circumstances in which he was early placed, led him to be cautious
in his language; and habit so confirmed him in an indefinite style of writing, that
his preaching ordinarily made but little impression on an audience. He sometimes
preached in the CoUege chapel;—and I have often remarked that, for the first third
of his sermon, he would gain the attention of the students; for the second third,
it would be difBcult to say whether he retained it or not;—and for the last third,
he would lose it entirely. His sermons had a plan; but a large part of his audience would scarcely perceive it, and were soon lost.
Dr. Dana continued to write sermons as long as he preached. Old sermons he
probably sometimes reproduced; but this he did seldom. For the sermons he had
once deUvered,—certainly for many of them, he seemed to care little. If the fire
was failing, I have seen him, to restore it, use a sermon or sermons. If the time
for tea had arrived, and the tea-kettle had not boiled, he would sometimes send a
sennon into the kitchen, and perhaps with the remark,—"it will boil now." He
was the best textuary I have ever known. He would not only refer at once any
text to its proper place, but if I asked what were the words in any book, chapter,
and verse of the Bible, he would generally answer correctly. When he had sold
or given away his Concordance to a young clergyman, and some surprise was
expressed at his doing it,—I remember he put a finger to his forehead, and said
sportively,—" My best Concordance I have retained,"
From his peculiar style of writing, he was sometimes thought to mean what he
never intended. Thus, when he was about leaving his society in New Haven, and
he supposed that he should preach to his people but once more,—I remember that
be said at breakfast on the Sunday when he appeared in his desk for the last
time,—that he should deliver a discourse which he prepared for his people in
WaUingford, when he left them in circumstances somewhat similar. That is,
when he preached the discourse, it was doubtful whether he should continue any
longer in Wallingford, and it was now doubtful whether he should continue any
longer with his society in New Haven, He said he had left AVallingford with the
best feelmgs on both sides, and that he had no wish to say in New Haven any
thmg which might be supposed to proceed from a sense of injury on his jjart. In
taking his Wallingford sermon, he thought he should escape all danger, Tho
VOL. I.
72

570

TRINITARIAN CONGREGATIONAL.

sermon I heard. The text was very appropriate to the occasion—Phil, i, 27:
" Only let your conversation," &c. The whole of the discourse was kind and
affectionate. It was thought, however, to have been written expressly for the
occasion; and some said,—" the Doctor had made several very good h i t s . "
Dr, Dana was thought to excel in prayer, especially before the Legislature or in
Court, His prayers on such occasions were written and committed to memory.
They were short and very appropriate. On one occasion, one of his friends told
him that General P , of the south,—distinguished as a civilian, but not much
distinguished for his attendance on public worship,—had remarked that a prayer
which he (Dr, D,) had offered at the opening of the Legislature, was the most
impressive prayer to which he had ever listened, " How many prayers do you
think General P ever heard ,' "—was the reply,
Dr, Dana was a man of gentlemanly and dignified manners; and he had a very
nice sense of propriety in all his intercourse with others.
With much respect,
J. L. KINGSLEY.
FROM THE REY T, M, COOLEY, D, D,
GKANVILLE, May 8,

1854,

My Dear Sir: While I was in College, Dr, Dana was minister of the First
Church in New Haven; and, during my senior year, I had my home in his
family, I had, therefore, a good opportunity of knowing him; and cheerfully
comply with your request iu giving you my impressions concerning his character.
In his person he was strongly marked. He was of a tall and slender form, and
had a sort of shadowy appearance that would have distinguished him even in a
crowd. He had a sharp, thin face, but his expression was at once benignant and
highly intellectual. And his face was a faithful index to his character. His
natural temper was free from all asperity, and full of kindness and good wiU.
His manners were in a high degree urbane and gentlemanly, and showed that he
had been accustomed always to move in the most polished circles. He was one of
the most agreeable companions I ever knew—with great intellectual resources, and
a large fund of anecdote, he could accommodate himself with the most graceful
ease to the highest and the lowest classes, and all were equally delighted with his
conversation. In his dress, he was remarkably neat, without, however, seeming
to be unduly particular. His mind was undoubtedly of a very high order. He
was an acute metaphysician, and had the courage even to grapple with that intellectual giant of his generation—the elder Jonathan Edwards, He was a remarkably well educated man; had an exact and cultivated taste, and there were few
men of his day in_ New England, whose style of writing was equally pure and
faultless.
As a preacher. Dr. Dana certainly did not belong to the most orthodox class in
New England. His sermons were generally very little of a doctrinal character,
and were remarkable rather for a chaste and correct style, and excellent practical
suggestions, than for a highlj'' evangelical tone, or for direct and earnest appeals.
He had uncommon aptness of mind, and would often introduce passages of
Scripture with most striking appropriateness; as, for instance, in preaching
President Stiles' funeral sermon, he quoted a passage in reference to him concerning
Ezra, the Scribe, His character as a preacher was formed about the middle of the
last century, under the influence which then prevailed at Cambridge and Boston;
and it is probable that the type which it then assumed, though it may have been
somewhat modified, remained substantially the same during his life.
The last time I saw Dr, Dana was after he had become very old, and had
entirely lost his sight, I found him, however, just as cheerful as when I had
known him in former years, I asked him whether he did not flnd it difiicult to

JAMES DANA.

5-7-1^

be submissive under so grievous a calamity; and he answered with the most perfect
serenity and cheerfulness,—"Not at all, I would not double an afiiiction by
being unsubmissive under it,"
Your affectionate friend and brother,
TIMOTHY MATHER COOLEY.

NATHAN FISKE, D. D.*=
1758—1799,
NATHAN F I S K E was the son of Nathan and Anna (Warren) Fiske, and
was born at Weston, Mass., September 9, 1733. He evinced an early
fondness for books, and, having fitted for College, entered at Cambridge in
the year 1750. During his whole collegiate course he was distinguished
for diligent and successful application to study, as well as obedience to the
laws of the institution, and general sobriety of life. Having graduated
honourably in 1754, he directed his attention to the Christian ministry;
and, in due time, received license to preach the Gospel. He was inducted
into the ministerial office in the third Precinct in Brookfield on the 28th of
May, 1758.
In 17S7, a number of young gentlemen, belonging to Mr. Fiske's parish,
formed themselves into a society for the purpose of mutual improvement in
thinking, speaking, and writing. Their pastor not only encouraged their
undertaking, but actually attended and presided at their meetings, and did
much to stimulate them to intellectual culture. I t was proposed that they
should publish a series of Essays on various useful subjects,—each one in
turn contributing his part. This was done for some time; but, at length,
owing to the pressure of business or other causes, there was a gradual falling
off, which resulted in the whole matter being left in the hands of Mr. Fiske.
He followed out the idea originally suggested by the association, and,
during the residue of his life, with little interruption, continued this periodical publication. These Essays appeared in the Worcester Gazette, under
the titles of "The Worcester Speculator," and " T h e Neighbour," and in
the Massachusetts Magazine, under the titles of " T h e General Observer"
and "The Philanthropist."
He was honoured with the degree of Doctor of Divinity from Harvard
College in 1792.
On the 24th of November, 1799, he preached on the text,—"The path
of the just is as the shining light, which shineth more and more unto the
perfect day." The evening following he spent in pleasant conversation with
several friends, and retired at the usual hour in apparent health; but^he
fb;pt the sleep of death. He died at the age of sixty-six, without having
experienced mental decay or bodily infirmity,
I^r. Fiske's printed works are an Historical Sermon on the settlement
and frrowth of Brookfield, 1775; a Fast Sci-nion, 177(5; a Sermon on the
"i'^ath of ;\lr. Joshua Spooner, 1778; an Oration on tbe capture of Lord
Cornwallis, 1781; a Sermon at the funeral of r^lr, Josiah llo))bs, who was

•Month. Anth., I,—Foot's Hist, Disc.—Stone's Somi-Cent, Serm
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killed by lightning, 1 7 8 4 ; a volume of Sermons on various subjects, 1794;
Dudleian Lecture at H a r v a r d College, 1 7 9 6 ; two volumes of Essays, entitled " T h e Moral M o n i t o r , " published after his death, 1 8 0 1 .
D r . Fiske was married first, to Sally H i l l , who died in 1 7 7 4 ; afterwards,
to IMrs, Elizabeth Treat, (originally Breck,) who died in 1 7 8 6 ; and finally,
to Mrs. H a n n a h Reynolds, (originally Wells,) who survived him, and became
the wife of the R e v . J o h n Willard, D . D . , of Stafford, Conn. H e had six
children,—five sons and one daughter. Two of tbe sons were graduated at
H a r v a r d C o l l e g e ; and one, the eldest, died while he was an undergraduate.
Of the two who were g r a d u a t e d , one, Oliver, became a physician; the
other, Samuel, studied law, but subsequently became a merchant.
The following estimate of D r . F i s k e ' s character is from an article in the
Monthly Anthology, written by D r . Bancroft of W o r c e s t e r : —
" In the commencement of his ministerial course. Dr. Fiske was not remarkably distinguished for that brilliancy of unagination, or those powers of oratory, which secure
popular applause; but, at this period, he was distinguished for solidity of judgment,
purity of sentiment, and perspicuity and elegance of style. Modest and unassuming,
his merits were displayed in a gradual manner; and the public appreciated his worth
with his progress in life. His application was at no period interrupted; his genius for
progressive improvement was superior, and to the day ofhis death, the strength ofhis
faculties and the course of his mental attainments appeared unabated. Few men,
with his advantages, accumulated a greater store of rich and various knowledge.
" As a Divine, he had a clear and comprehensive view of Christianity in its evidence
and doctrines; in its precepts and institutions. Averse to disputation in every form,
he exercised charity towards all who appeared in sincerity ' to love the Lord Jesus
Christ.' In his preaching, he avoided metaphysics, and ' words which gender strife.'
His method was evangelical and practical. His sermons uniformly breathed the spirit
of piety, of candour, and benevolence. The object of them all was to establish men in
the faith of Christianity, and to enlighten their niinds with the knowledge of the works
and ways of God; to strengthen their habits of piety, and to encourage in them, on
religious principles, the practice of all Christian virtues. This object was <ipparent
in every discourse delivered from the pulpit;—men of every description felt the pertinence and force of the preacher; those of literary taste were pleased with the beauties
of his composition, and all were edilied by the spirit of his Divinity,
" Prompt to every call of duty, he embraced the various opportunities which the
intercourse with the members ofhis society presented, to subserve the important purposes of bis ministry. These private intercourses were not less the means to endear
him to the people ofhis charge, than his more public ministrations. Benevolent in his
disposition, affable in his conversation, and refined in his manners, bis company was
courted by every rank and age in society; and, during the course of a long ministry,
he was never known to receive the least insult or indignity. Cheerful in his temper,
he encouraged innocent and timely amusements, sanctioned them by his presence,
and, under the forms of unreserved conversation, found a direct access to the human
heart, to instil the friendly counsel that was to improve the temper and form the
manners. The aged found the burden of life lightened by the communications of his
piety; the afflicted, from his consolation, derived support; and the young, from his
instruction, learnt wisdom. In the interchange of ministerial offices, Dr. Fiske discovered the spirit of love and candour, inculcated by his Divine Master; he attempted
not to exercise dominion over the faith of a brother; but was ever ready to co-operate
with him to promote the important designs for which the ministry was instituted.
The influence he had deservedly acquired with the clergy and churches of his vicinity,
he used to secure the order and peace of the Christian community.
" I n his family. Dr. Fiske was a model of the true Bishop; he ruled well his
own house, and had his children in subjection with all gravity. His method of education was mild, but effectual. He blended the authority of the parent with the freedom
of the friend,—directed the minds of his children to the path of improvement, and
encouraged them to exercise their own powers. Whfle he appeared to ask their opinion,
he gave them instruction and advice. His pecuniary concerns were managed with the
greatest economy: with a small salary, he found means generously to exercise the rights
of hospitality, and to give three sons a collegiate education."
The following is from the R e v . Micah Stone, D r . F i s k e ' s successor in the
ministry:—
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" He held a respectable standing among his clerical brethren; ^vas esteemed by the
people of his charge and the religious community, as a learned Divine and acceptable
preacher, a reputable author and \ery amiable and worthy man,
" The Congregational ministers with whom he associated in bonds of brotherhood
were a much revered and honoured class of men; holding rank among the most cultivated and influential in society. Being cafled by their duties to mingle much with the
people, and minister to them in the most interesting concerns of life, they were held
in high esteem for their learning, probity, and sacred offlce.
•• Altheugli there was a fraternal union existing among this connection of ministers
there was, at the same time, an undefined line of distinction pervading the body which
iliscriminated them as Calvinistic or orthodox, and those professing more liberal sentiments. Uf the latter description I suppose Dr. Fiske was generally regarded,"

CHANDLER ROBBINS, D. D.*
1758—1799.
CHANDLER B O B B I N S was a son of the Rev. Philemon and Lydia
(Foot) Robbins of Branford, Conn., and was born there, August 24, 1738.
He entered Yale College in 1752, and was graduated in 1756. Besides
going through the prescribed College course, he became quite a proficient in
the French language,—an acquirement then somewhat rare,—and continued
to read, write, and occasionally speak, it through life. After his graduation,
he resided, for a while, in tbe family of the Rev. Dr. Sproat of Guilford,
who afterwards became pastor of a Presbyterian church in Philadelphia ;
and he was recommended by him to the Rev. Dr. Wheelock, as a suitable
person to be employed as a teacher in the Indian school which Dr. W had
established, a few years before, at Lebanon. After he had been thus
employed for some time, during which his religious character seems to have
taken a more decided form, he put himself under the direction of the Rev.
Dr. Bellamy as a theological student, and in due time was licensed to preach
the Gospel. Dr. Sproat, who had previously recommended hira to Dr.
^ heelock as a tutor, now recommended him to the people of Plymouth as
a minister; and as there was some diversity of religious opinion in the congregation, it was thought tbat he was particularly adapted to promote harmony of feeling and action among them. Flaving heard him preach for some
time as a candidate, they gave him a call to become their pastor, on the 30th
'f October, 1759. He accepted the call, and was ordained on the 30th of
January, 1760. The ordination sermon was preached by his father, and was
published.

Here he remained till the close of life. His pastoral charge extended
over a wide territory; and, in 1795, embraced not less than twenty-five
hundred souls,—supposed to have been the largest congregation, at that
time, in the Commonwealth. He was abundant in his labours, and was
eminently successful, not only in preserving the harmony of his congregation,
but in ministering to their edification and spiritual growth. He died of a
lingering illness, June 30th, 1799, at the age of sixty-one. A sermon was
preached at his interment by the Rev. Dr. Sanger of Bridgewater, from
Philippians i. 2 1 ; and, on a subsequent Sabbath, the Rev. Mr. Shawl of
•Shaw's Fun. Serm.—MSS. from his family.
tWILLIAM SHAW was born at Bridgewater, Mass.; wasordained at Marshfiokl in April,
I'M; received the degree of Doctor of Divinity from Harvard College in 1816; and died June
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Marshfield preached with reference to his death, from 1 Thess. IV 14. Tho
latter sermon was printed.
H e received the degree of Doctor of Divinity from D a r t m o u t h College in
1792, and from the University of E d i n b u r g h in 1 7 9 3 .
Shortly after his settlement at P l y m o u t h , he was married to J a n e Prince,
daughter of a physician in Boston. She died in September, 1799, aged
sixty. They had three sons graduated at H a r v a r d College. One of them,
Samuel Prince, a graduate of 1 7 9 8 , was settled in the ministry at Marietta,
Ohio, in J a n u a r y , 1806, and died in 1 8 2 3 . One son, Isaac, iifas a Methodist
minister in Alexandria, V a .
The following is a list of D r . B o b b i n s ' p u b l i c a t i o n s : — A R e p l y to John
Cotton's Essays on B a p t i s m , 1 7 7 3 . Some brief R e m a r k s on a piece published by J o h n Cotton, E s q . , 1774. Election Sermon, 1 7 9 1 . A n Address
at P l y m o u t h to the inhabitants assembled to celebrate the victories of the
F r e n c h R e p u b l i c over their invaders, 1 7 9 3 . A n Anniversary Sermon on
t h e landing at P l y m o u t h , 1 7 9 3 . A Convention Sermon, 1794. A Discourse
before the H u m a n e Society of Massachusetts, 1796. A Sermon at the ordination of W a r d Cotton,* at Boylston, 1 7 9 7 .

FROM THE REV THOMAS ROBBINS, D.D.
HARTFORD, November 10, 1852

My Dear Sir: Doctor Eobbins, concerning whom you enquire, was my father's
brother, and I knew him well from my earliest years to the close ofhis life. I not
oulj'' loved him as a relative, but esteemed him highly as a man and a minister;
and I am glad to do any thing I can, in aid of your effort to perpetuate his memory.
His personal appearance was altogether in his favour. He did not vary much
from the medium stature; his form was erect and symmetrical, and his countenance
expressive of great kindness. There was not the semblance of sternness either in
his face or in his nature. In his manners, he was a fine model of a Christian
gentleman. With great urbanity and respect for the opinions and feelings of others,
he united a remarkable degree of simplicity, that made him accessible and acceptable as well to the lower as to the higher classes. He had a fine talent at conversation—he talked with ease, and fluency, aud always to the point; but he never
talked more than his share; and he never said any thing merely for the sake of
display. You could not be in his presence without feeling the bland influence of
his spirit. He loved to make all around him happy, and he was eminently fitted
by his constitution and habits to accomplish that end.
Dr. Robbins was rather distinguished for good sense, sound judgment, and
correct taste, than for strong, logical powers, or splendid imagination. He always
took a common sense view of things; and always acted in accordance with such a
view, and it was to this chiefiy, in connection with his excellent moral qualities,
that his great usefulness was to be referred. You felt that he was an uncommonly
well-made m a n ; and, though there were many others for whose talents you might
feel higher admiration, there were few whose whole character you would pronounce
more desirable. He possessed an integrity and symmetry of character, which
never fails to secure approval, and win respect and confldence,
1, 1816. Besides the sermon on the death of Dr. Robbins, he published a Sermon at the ordination of Josiah Crocker Shaw—[who was a native of Marshfield; was graduated at Harvard
College in 1789; was ordained pastor of the church in Cohasset October 3, 1792; was dismissed
June ."5, 1796; aud died in 1847. He published an Oration delivered at Little Compton, July
i, 1793.]
* WARD COTTON was born at Plymouth; was graduated at Harvard College in 1793; waa
ordained pastor of the church in Boylston, Mass., June 7, 1797; was dismissed June 22, 1825;
and died in 1843,
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Dr. Robbins was a highly respectable scholar, and kept along with the current
literature of his time. If his acquirements were not the most extensive, they were
remarkably exact; and in the minor departments of literature particularly, he
had few superiors.
As a preacher, he had a high rank among the better class of preachers of his
day. His sermons were not generally written out at length, but the outline was
committed to paper, and he could safely trust to his extemporaneous powers for
thefiUingup. Indeed he spoke extempore with more than common ease and grace.
His delivery was a fine compound of simplicity, dignity, and unction. His voice
was melodious, well adapted to public speaking, and no less adapted to music.
His gesture, though not abundant, was always appropriate; and there was an air
of sincerity and deep feeling that was well fitted to arrest and hold the attention.
In his theological views, he was decidedly a Calvinist, and yet I should hardly
place him in the strictest school. His preaching was rather practical than doctrinal; though I would not say that he was deficient in the latter. He was an
earnest friend to revivals of religion, and did not doubt that they Were the result
of a genuine divine operation. He had great reverence for the character of the
Pilgrim Fathers—a reverence which was, no doubt, not a little increased by the
haUowed associations of the spot on which he resided,
1 am, Dear Sir, truly yours,
THOMAS ROBBINS.

JOSIAH STEARNS.
1758—1788.
FROM THE REV W A, STEARNS, D, D.
CAMBRIDGEPORT, May 1,

1851,

Dear Sir: Your request that I should furnish you with some notice of
the hfe and character of my venerable grandfather, has led me to
make diligent search among his descendants for whatever of interest might
remain concerning him ; and I believe I have gathered every thing that is
sufficiently important, and at the same time sufficiently authentic, to justify
its being given to the world. The generation that knew him has passed
away; but his memory is still gratefully cherished by the descendants of
those who enjoyed his ministrations.
Rev. J O S I A H STEARNS, for more than thirty years pastor of the church
in_ Epping, New Hampshire, "was born in Billerica, Mass., January 20,
1732 ; was graduated at Harvard University in 1751; was ordained pastor of
the chureh in Epping, March 8, 1758; and died in the assurance of hope,
universally lamented, July 25, 1788, in the fifty-seventh year of his age,
ind the thirty-first of his ministry. An eminent Christian, an able and
faithful minister of the Gospel, and a distinguished patriot, his life was
unreservedly devoted to the service of his people and his country." The
above is copied from his grave-stone, in the old church yard at Epping.
Mr. Stearns was a descendant from Isaac Stearns, who came from England
^ith bis family, A. D. 1630, in the vessel Arbela Johnson, with Governor
"inthrop. The eldest son of Isaac was John, probably about twenty years

576

TRINITARIAN CONGREGATIONAL.

of age, at the time of their arrival.in the country. Isaac settled in Watertown. John soon removed to Billerica, and was one of the original freeholders of the town. He married Sarah Mixer of Watertown. Their
eldest son, also named John, was the firstychild born in Billerica, on record.
He married Elizabeth Bigelow. Their son, the third in direct descent,
bearing the name of John, was the father of the subject of this notice.
His wife, the mother of Rev. Josiah Stearns, was Esther Johnson, a greatgranddaughter of the celebrated Capt. Edward Johnson, one of the first
founders of Woburn, Mass., and author of the History of New England,
entitled " Wonder-Working Providences of Sion's Saviour in New England,"
Her grandfather was William Johnson, Esq.; and her father, a second Capt,
Edward Johnson. She was a woman of superior mind and an elevated
spirit.
Mr. k"tearns' ancestors, so far as I know, were all Puritan Calvinists, in
their religious opinions, all members of orthodox Congregational churches,
and all, through their successive generations, believers in the duty and privilege of infant baptism.
After leaving College, he delayed, for some years, entering the Christian
ministry,—to which he had intended to devote his life,—through distrust of
his own qualifications for this sacred work. After a protracted season of
mental conflict, during a portion of which time he taught school in his native
town, he was enabled to see clearly the path of duty.
He received three calls about the same time, and finally accepted what he
considered the least eligible of the three, being led to this result by the
great importunity of the freeholders of the place.
He was ordained pastor of tbe church in Epping, N. H,, March 8,1758; and
ministered to that people with faithfulness, ability, and acceptance, through
the most trying period in our country's history. He first married Sarah
Abbot of Andover. ' They had three sons and three daughters. The eldest
of these was John Stearns, Esq., of Deerfield, N. H. After the decease of
Mrs. Stearns, he married Sarah Ruggles, daughter of Rev. Samuel Ruggles*
of Billerica, Mass., who was a grandson of the Rev, John Woodbridge of
Andover, and great-grandson of Governor Thomas Dudley. By this marriage also, Mr. Stearns had three sons and three daughters. The eldest of
these sons was my father. Rev. Samuel Stearns, for many years pastor of
the church in Bedford, Mass. Another was Deacon William Stearns, of
Epping, now living at an advanced age, in Dennysville, Me.
Mr. Stearns took a deep interest in the prosperity of his country. He
adopted and earnestly advocated the principles of the Revolution, from the
beginning. Believing that the cause was righteous and approved of Heaven,
he was not backward in urging upon his people the duty of making sacrifices to sustain the government in its struggle. Nor was it with him
preaching without practice. He sent his elder sons into the army, and
"some of them were in the field during a great part of the Revolutionary
contest, and he sacrificed most of his worldly interest in support of the
American cause." (Alden's Epitaphs.)
He was a member of a State
Convention in Exeter, where he sanctioned such measures to secure the
liberty of his country, that he considered his personal safety put to hazard,
* SAMDEL RUGGLES was born at Roxbury, Dec. 3, 1681; was graduated at Harvard College
in 1702; was ordained pastor of the church in Billerica, May 19, 1708; and died March 3,
1749, aged sixty-eight.
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should the Revolution prove a failure.
On his return, when his children
gathered round him to welcome him home and hear the state of aff'airs,
he told them what he had done, and added, " I f the cause prevails, it will
be a great blessing to the country; but if it should fail, your old father's
head will soon be a button for a halter."
Early after his settlement, when slavery was allowed in all the Colonies,
he had purchased a coloured boy to act as servant in his family. The
act was common, and it seems not to have once occurred to him that there
was any impropriety in it. He was a kind master, and his slave was strongly
attached to him. But when the Revolutionary war broke out, and the
country was fighting for freedom, Mr. Stearns began to feel that there was
an inconsistency in his own conduct. He called Peter to him, now a man
grown, and told him that if he would go with " t h e boys" into the army,
ke might have his wages and his freedom. Peter, being perfectly satisfied
with his condition, objected.
He was told that, though he had a good
master now, his master might die, and he have to be sold, and go nobody
knows where. Mr. Stearns also told Peter that he should have his choice
between continuing a servant and becoming a free man; but he added, " If
you will not take your liberty, I shall have to treat you as they did the
Hebrew servants in old times,—bore your ear through with an awl to the
door-post, and make you serve forever." Peter said if he "knew massa
would live as long as he would, he would never leave him at any rate ; but,
on the whole, perhaps he had better g o . "
Mr. Stearns was distinguished for his regard to truth, justice, and consistency. Having insisted much to his children on the importance of frankly
confessing whenever they had done wrong, instead of making their guilt
greater by attempting concealment—on one occasion, when a fault had been
committed, one of the small boys confessed, when he was not guilty. The
truth having come to light, the child who probably thought to appear
meritorious by confession, was enlightened by the father as to the nature
of his sin, and then chastised for falsehood. Being exceedingly annoyed
that the garden gate was often left open, and cattle came in and did mischief, Mr. Stearns said to his children and servants,—" The very next person
who leaves the garden gate open, must be whipped." Not many days after,
the unlucky gate appeared in the prohibited condition. Meeting Peter, he
said—"Well, Peter, and who has left open the garden gate now?" Peter
bung his head. Mr. S. urged his question, till Peter answered, " I don't
love to tell. Sir." Mr. S. insisted, when Peter summoned up courage to
say, " I t was z/oM, Sir!" "Me?
Are you sure? W h e n ? " " W h e n you
came out of the garden" at such a time " y o u left it open."
"Well,
Peter," said Mr. g., " g o and cut some sticks and lay them hard over your
master's shoulders." The slave begged to be excused, but the master
insisted, and it was done as required.
He was a close and thorough student. He studied the Scriptures in their
original languages with unremitting diligence. His limited means would not
allow him to possess much of a library, but he was favoured with the use
of books by friends who were able to own them. He was accustomed to
W o w one volume at a time, and when he had read it through, its contents
were his own. The late Rev. Dr. Thayer of Kingston, mentioning this fact,
added,—"The Bible especially was his library." " S o intimate was his
knowledge of the Scriptures, that he could easily cite chaptej^and verse,
VOL. T
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where almost any text was to be found." (New Hampshire Repository,
Vol. I I . , No. 2. Ministers of Rockingham county, N. H.) •
Mr. Stearns was tall in person, measuring full six feet, and his countenance was pleasant. His people reverenced and loved him, and consulted him
as an oracle. On " t h e dark day," some of them came to his house with
their Bibles in their hands, very much frightened, to ask him if he did not
think " i t was tbe judgment coming." Exhorting them to be always ready,
he showed them from their Bibles that it could not be the judgment, because
some of the prophecies were not yet fulfilled; and they went home satisfied
and comforted. His appearance, connected with the general infiuence of
his character, was truly commanding. Among other things, the following
anecdote illustrates the fact. Entering a room where a party of military
of&cers had assembled to dine, one of them who was making free use of profane language at the moment, suddenly stopped, and seemed abashed. No
improper word was uttered while Mr. Stearns was present. As soon as he
had left the room, some of the company began to rally the young ofiicer
upon his sudden silence. "Parson Stearns would awe the devil himself,"
was his immediate reply.
His pulpit performances were both solid and interesting. H e would write
a sermon, especially during the war, on a fold of paper considerably smaller
than a half sheet of common sized letter paper, doubled, and in so fine a
hand as to be nearly illegible without a microscope. But he would deliver
a discourse with ease and fiuency. The meeting house was filled to overfiowing on the Sabbath. Frequently some would be sitting on the gallery
stairs, and others standing in tbe aisles,.and others, in pleasant weather, on
the outside at the windows. The fact seemed almost incredible to one of
his descendants, who preached on the same spot, for a single Sabbath, a half
century afterwards. The meeting house was in ruins; the Congregational
church and society nearly extinct; and though it was said to be a full
meeting, there were not fifty persons in the house. But the fact is too well
authenticated to be questioned. About two years before his decease, he
sent a communication to the parish, asking a dismission on account of his
inability, through declining health, to write new sermons. The request was
rejected by acclamation,—one of the leading men humorously remarking
that " Mr. Stearns' old sermons were much better than any new ones the
parish would be likely to get, if they dismissed him."
Five of his sermons were published. One was at the ordination of
Nicholas Dudley,* and another a Fast Sermon preached during the war. I
have been unable to obtain these, though I remember to have seen them both,
many years ago, and think that there may be a copy or two still in existence.
I have a printed sermon of his which was preached in Epping, September
19, 1779, occasioned by the death of a young man of his society, who died
in a most elevated and heavenly state of mind. The subject of the discourse is Early Piety.
It is a truly able, affectionate, and faithful production. The other two discourses,—also in my possession,—are both from
the text—I. John IV. 16. "God is love." In these discourses the whole
character, and all the actions, of God are resolved into Love. They were
preached at Exeter, November 4, 1787, after the health of their author had
•NICHOLAS DUDLEY was a native of Epping, N . H , ; was graduated at Harvard College in
1767; was ordained pastor of the church in Townsend, Vt,, June 26, 1777; and was dismissed
in 1780.
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begun seriously to decline. Judge Phillips, the founder of Exeter Academy,
who heard them when delivered, was so much pleased with them tb'at he
sent to 3Ir. Stearns, begging a manuscript copy for the use of the students.
Transcribing these sermons was the last earthly labour which he performed.
Mr. Phillips procured their publication.
Judge Phillips also oflfered to defray the expense of educating one of Mr.
Stearus' sons for the ministry. Circumstances were such that the generous
benefaction could not, at that time, be accepted. But, after Mr. Stearns'
death, the Judge proposed to his deceased friend's son, Samuel, to enter
Exeter Academy, as the first person who should enjoy the benefit of the
scholarship just established by him in that institution. Mr. Stearns was
one of the original Trustees of Phillips Academy in Andover, which institution, like the one in Exeter, was founded by Judge Phillips and his noble
brothers.
He was a truly devout man. He regularly retired to his closet, which
was an entry-way, adjoining the family parlour, every morning and evening,
where, in a partly audible whisper, he poured out his earnest prayers. I n
the time of the war especially, when he bore the suffering Colonies on his
heart before God, as the High Priest of old bore the tribes of Israel on his
breastplate continually, he would often spend a full hour in this retreat of
devotion, in the dead of winter, without light or fire, irradiated only by the
Divine presence, and warmed by the fervour of his spirit.
A few weeks after his death, the following tribute to his memory appeared
in the Essex Journal and New Hampshire Packet, bearing date August 27,
17b8 It was written by the Rev. Mr. Tappan of Newbury, afterwards
Professor of Divinity in Plarvard College:—
" The Rev, Mr. Stearns of Epping, (whose death was announced in your last,)
sustained a character too great and too good to be passed over in silence.
"The God of Nature endowed him with singular abilities, which, by the aid of
erudition, fitted him for extensive usefulness. His assiduous application to the work of
the ministry was truly worthy of imitation. In him shone an assemblage of virtues
and graces, which rarely meet in the same person. He had a lively fancy, a penetrating
judgment, a correct taste, and a mind expanded as the Heavens. His conversation
was ever seasonable, grave, pathetic, and instructive. His public discourses were replete
with good sense, with important truths in a clear and unavoidable light, and received
the applause of the best judges. He despised pageantry, without the appearance of
affectation. He trusted to nothing mortal; pitied (but envied not) such as had their
portion in this world.
" His advice in council was often sought and ever approved. He had a constitutional firmness, and was capable of the most dispassionate reasoning. He repudiated
errors ancient and modern, and rejoiced, to the last, in his faithful adherence to the
doctrines of grace. Elevated by the purer sentiments, he ever possessed a mind calm
and serene. God, who is all-wise in counsel, was pleased to try his patience in the
furnace of affliction. After a lingering, painful sickness, he died in the fifty-seventh
year of his age, and joyful was the hour of emancipation. In him died a friend to
justice, liberty, and energetic government. A vigilant watchman, a patient guide, an
affectionate pastor, a provident, kind husband, and an indulgent but truly faithful,
pareut.
i More joyful than a conqueror with his spoils, he retired from the present scene of
action. We ti-ust he has gone to a state of immortal bliss, and will be an associate
with those who come out of great tribulation."

My father, tbe Rev. Samuel Stearns of Bedford, son of the foregoing,
was born at Epping, April 8, 1770. He fittedfor College, after his father's
death, at Exeter Academy, under the immediate patronage of Hon. John
Phillips, its founder. He entered Dartmouth College in 1790, whence he
removed in his Junior year to Cambridge, and graduated at Harvard College
^ 1794. He studied Theology under the direction of the Rev. Jonathan
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French of Andover, whose daughter, Abigail, (my revered mother now living
in Bedford,) he afterwards married. He was ordained as minister of the
town of Bedford, April 27, 1795 ; and continued his ministrations among
that people, in singular harmony and fidelity, for nearly thirty-five years.
As the town increased, and many of the new settlers held a different religious
system from that which he had been accustomed to preach, a disaffection
arose; and on the 14th of November, 1831, a vote was passed in town
meeting to occupy the pulpit for a certain number of Sabbaths during the
ensuing winter with preachers of the Unitarian denomination. The result
of the whole procedure was, that the church, and a large portion of the people who were in the habit of attending public worship, withdrew, and
erected for themselves a new church edifice. My father was constituted
minister of the new society, under the name of the "Trinitarian Congregational Society," June 5, 1833 ; which connection was continued till the close
of his life, December 26, 1834. He took leave of the church with jrayer
and parting counsels, after administering to them the Lord's Supper, about
seven weeks before his decease. His connection as pastor with the church
had never been interrupted, nor up to this time, during a long ministry of
nearly thirty-nine years, had be even been absent from them on a single
Communion occasion. His last sickness was characterized by great confidence in God and joy of spirit.
My father, in the course of his ministry, published several Discourses, of
which the following is a list:—A Sermon at the ordination of Samuel Gile,*
1807. A Sermon at the ordination of Thomas Skelton,! 1808. A Sermon on
the death of David Bacon, 1810. A Sermon at the ordination of Eben Peck
Sperry,^: 1813. An Address delivered at Dracut on the return of Peace,
1815.
A Discourse at the dedication of the meeting house in Bedford,
1817 A Discourse before the Society for promoting Christian Knowledge,
1820.
A Discourse at the funeral of the Rev. Eliab Stone,§ 1822.
* SAMUEL G-ILE, the son of Major Ezekiel Gile, was born in Plaistow, N . H , , July 23,1780;
was graduated at Dartmouth College in 1804; studied Theology under the Rev, Jonathan French
of Andover; was ordained pastor of the chureh in Milton, Mass,, February 18, 1807; and died
in October, 1836. He received the degree of Doctor of Divinity from the University of
Vermont a few months before his decease. He published a Sermon before the Foreign Missionary Society of Boston and viciuitj-, 1819.
f THOMAS SKELTON was born at Billerica, Mass., December 16, 1779; was graduated at
Harvard College in 1S06; was ordained pastor of the church in Foxborough, Mass., November
2, 1808; resigned his charge, February 26, 1815; was installed pastor of the church in Enosburgh, Vt., July 3, 1822; resigned his charge, March 25, 1825; and died May 5, 1838, aged
fifty-eight.
J E B E N P E C K SPEBEY was born in New Haven, Conn., June 3, 1785; was graduated
at Middlebury College in 1808; studied Theology at the Andover Theological Seminary; was
ordained pastor of tlie church at Dunstable, N . H . , November 3, 1813; resigned his charge in
April, 1819; was installed pastor of the church in Wenham, March 19, 1820, resigned his charge
April 30, 1837; after which he served as Chaplain to the House of Correction in Boston between
one and two years; went to Ohio about 1840; was settled successively at Lyme and Ruggles in
that State, and died January 1, 1854.
§EnAB STONE was born at Framingham, Mass., May 5, ( 0 . S.) 1737; was graduated at Harvard College in 1758; was ordained pastor of the church in Reading, May 20_, 1761; and died
August 31, 1822, in the eighty-sixth year of his age, and sixty-second of his ministry. He
published a Sermon at the ordination of Ebenezer Hubbard; [who was a native of Concord,
Mass,; was graduated at Harvard College in 1777; was ordained pastor of the church in Marblehead, January 1, 1783; and died October 15, 1800, in his forty-third year;] a Sermon at
the funeral of the Rev. Isaac Morrill; [who was born at Salisbury, Mass, May 20, 1718; was
graduated at Harvard College in 1737; was ordained pastor of the church in Wilmington,.
Mass., May 20, 1741; and died August 17, 1793;] a Fast Sermon, 1799; a Sermon at the ordination of his son, 1801; a Discourse in which warnings of death are considered as excitements
to review life, 1811. Mr. Stone's son, Micah, was born at Reading in 1770; was graduated at
Harvard College in 1790; was a Tutor there in 1794-95; was ordained pastor,of the Second
church in Brookfield, March 11, 1801; ceased to be the minister of the parish April 10, J827,
and shortly after withdrew with the chureh and formed a separate organization; and died in
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My father had thirteen children, four of whom were graduated at Harvard
College, and entered the ministry. One of them, however, and one son who
was not graduated, are professional teachers.
You see that, in complying witb your request, I have taken in three
successive generations.
I am, with great respect.
Yours most truly,
W A. STEARNS.

DANIEL HOPKINS, D. D.
1759—1814.
FROM THE REV BROWN EMERSON, D. D.
SALEM, Mass., August 15, 1851.
Dear Sir: You ask for some notices of my venerable father-in-law and
colleague, the Rev. Dr. Hopkins. I am happy to comply with your request;
and as I was associated with him in the ministry nearly ten years, and
otherwise brought into intimate relations with him, I feel prepared to testify concerning his character with some degree of confidence.
D A N I E L H O P K I N S , the son of Timothy and Mary (Judd) Hopkins, was
born in Waterbury, Conn., October 16, 1734. When he was fourteen
years of age, his father died, and tbe care of his education devolved on
his eldest brother. Dr. Samuel Hopkins, then a settled minister in Great
Barrington, Mass.
He early devoted himself to the service of Christ by a public profession
ofhis faith. Possessing good natural talents, and having a desire to obtain
an education for the ministry, he entered upon a course of study under the
instruction of his brother Samuel, and was admitted a member of Yale College at the age of twenty. He had a distinguished rank as a scholar, and
graduated with the highest honour in 1758. His theological education also
was conducted by his brother, whose distinctive views of Christianity he
adopted, and earnestly inculcated through his subsequent ministry.
He
was licensed to preach by the New Haven Association, soon after he was
graduated.
Shortly after receiving license, he was recommended by President Clap
of Yale College, to a vacant parish in Halifax, Nova Scotia, where he was
much esteemed for his promising talents, bis amiable manners, and faithful
preaching. But the declining state of bis health compelled him to lay aside
his professional studies and public ministrations for the space of eight years:
during most of which time he was occupied in manual labour, travelling or
preaching occasionally, as his strengtli would permit.
18.i2. He published a Sermon on tho death of Mrs. Mary Reed, 1804; a Fast Sermon, 1812;
a Semi-Ceutenuial Discourse, la51.
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In 1766, he received an invitation to preach to the Third Congregational
church and society in Salem, Mass., then vacant by the death of the Rev.
John Huntington. The doctrines he preached, and the plain, direct, and
pungent manner in which he preached them, procured for him warm friends
and bitter enemies. Such was the opposition awakened against him, that a
committee, consisting of some of the most influential men in the town,
waited upon him at his residence, and made a formal and earnest request
that, for the peace of the community, he would leave the town. With
characteristic shrewdness, he closed his eyes, smoothed down his face, and
mildly said—"Gentlemen, I smoke my own tobacco." The committee
withdrew, and gave him no further trouble.
He resided in Salem twelve years before he became the pastor of the
Third church. Most of that time, besides preaching, he was very usefully
and acceptably employed as a teacher of youth.
The first school for the
exclusive instruction of young ladies ever instituted in Salem, and taught
by a gentleman, was established and taught by him. And some of his
pupils, yet living, remember him with gratitude, and retain many of his
precepts and remarks, as memorials of his wisdom and fidelity.
While employed as a teacher, he preached in several vacant parishes in
Essex county, and in Hamilton received a call to settle in the ministry,
which he declined on account of the precarious state of his health.
In 1775, when the Revolutionary war broke out, and the situation of the
country required the wisest counsels and best measures, Mr. Hopkins was
elected a member of the Provincial Congress ; and in that responsible position he displayed great wisdom and vigour of mind, as well as an enlightened and ardent patriotism. In 1778, he was elected a member of the
Council of the Conventional Government; and in both ofiices he served his
country with great dignity, fidelity, and efiiciency.
In the mean time, after long and severe contentions in the Third church
and society relative to Dr. Whitaker, their pastor, and a disruption having
taken place by the transition of the pastor and a majority of the church
from the principles of Congregationalism to those of Presbyterianism, a
large and respectable minority were recognised by an ecclesiastical council
as the original Third church, and invited Mr, Hopkins to become their pastor. He accepted the invitation, and was ordained on the 18th of November, 1778. Here he continued sole pastor till the year 1804, when he was
relieved by the accession of a colleague. After a laborious, faithful, and
successful ministry of thirty-six years, he entered into his rest, December
14, 1814, in the eighty-first year of his age.
He was honoured with the degree of Doctor of Divinity from Dartmouth
College in 1809.
Dr. Hopkins was highly respected as a gentleman of superior native
talents, polished manners, and a kind and amiable disposition. He was
eminent for self-government, humility, forgiveness of injuries, patience
under trials, and a quiet, peaceable, affectionate spirit. He was deeply
interested in the benevolent enterprises which were springing up in the latter
part of his ministry. In tbe cause of Home Missions he was a pioneer ; he
took an active part in forming the Massachusetts Missionary Society, and
with Dr. Spring and others, had a principal agency in editing tbe Massp.chusetts Missionary Magazine. He was an efficient member of the Board
of Trustees of that Society from its foundation to his death; and, during
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the last two years of his life, though at so advanced an age, he filled the
office of President in a highly dignified and satisfactory manner.
As a Theologian, I have already said that he adopted substantially the
views of his brother. Dr. Samuel Hopkins—indeed his brother acknowledged
himself indebted to him for some of the most discriminating views and
closest reasoning in his "System of Divinity." The doctrines contained
in that System he explained and defended in the pulpit, not as metaphysical
abstractions, but in their practical bearings, and with great plainness, earnestness, and affection. Though his sermons were not written beyond a
mere outline, yet his subject was always so thoroughly digested, his reasonb g so forcible, a'hd his manner so animated and engaging, that he was sure
to be heard with attention and interest.
Having an almost intuitive knowledge of human nature, a deep acquaintance with men and things, he was a wise and sagacious counsellor.
In his social intercourse, he was distinguished for affability, courtesy, and
decorum. The originality of his genius and the good sense and pleasantry
that ever marked his conversation, made him a most interesting and agreeable companion. Though not loquacious, his language was so simple and
pure, so pointed and spicy,—and he was so rich in anecdote and illustration,
that his company was sought, not only by the members of his parish, but
by many beyond the limits of his pastoral charge. His tall and manly
figure, surmounted by a high triangular hat, gave such dignity and grace to
his movements, that no man who walked the streets was looked at with
more respect and veneration. The remark was often made that, in his
appearance and bearing, he strikingly resembled Washington.
As a pastor, he laboured in season and out of season for the spiritual
welfare of his flock,—ever ready to forego his personal comfort for their
good. Though never robust, he almost invariably preached three times on
the Sabbath, during a long course of years, until the infirmities of age
pressed so heavily upon him that he was obliged to be relieved. In his
pastoral visits and all his intercourse with his people, the kindliness and
sympathy with which he entered into their joys and sorrows, secured their
attachment to him in a high degree. The children knew him but to love
him; and some to this day recall with delight his pastoral instructions, his
friendly greetings, and his wise, original remarks. He was accustomed to
meet the children once a month to hear them repeat the Assembly's Shorter
Catechism; and the interest of the exercise was not a little increased by
his familiar and lively illustrations.
Having a vigorous imagination, and withal somewhat of a poetical vein,
his people often applied to him to write epitaphs for the-tombstones of
their deceased friends,—which was always done to their satisfaction.
The Gospel which he preached gave support to his mind under the pains
of disease and in the prospect of death. His last sickness was very distressing ; but he endured it with exemplary patience and submission. A
few days before' his death, being reminded of the "joy that was set before
him," he replied—"I feel more comfort than I ever felt before in my life."
Though he constantly expressed a deep sense of unworthiness, he often
spoke in the strongest terms of gratitude and admiration of the grace of
God and the •precious blood of Christ, in which he placed all his hope. His
heart at times seemed full to overfiowing, in view of tbe love and glory ot
the Redeemer, and in anticipation of the blessedness of Heaven. After
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some remarks made to him on these topics, he seemed, for a moment,
transported to the celestial mansions, and broke out in these words:—
"Farewell! farewell!
All bail! all hail!
' Jesus with all thy saints above,
' My tongue would bear her part,
' Would sound aloud tby saving love,
' And sing thy bleeding heart.' "

Then, after giving his dying counsel to his weeping family, he quietly fell
asleep.
He was married in 1771, to Susanna, daughter of John Saunders, a
respectable merchant of Salem. They had six children,—four sons and two
daughters. Mrs. Hopkins died March 16, 1838.
He published a Sermon on the death of Washington, 1800; and a Sermon
at the Dedication of the New South meeting house in Salem, 1805.
Hoping that this outline may answer the purpose for which it is intended,
I am very truly yours,
BROWN EMERSON.

BENJAMIN TRUMBULL, D. D.*
1760—1820.
B E N J A M I N TRUMBULL was the eldest son of Benjamin and Mary (Brown)
Trumbull,! and was born at Hebron, Conn., December 19, 1735. The
family of Trumbull emigrated from the West of Wales, and settled originally in Massachusetts; but a branch removed to Lebanon, Conn., in tbe
year 1700. The subject of this sketch was graduated at Yale College in
1759, under the Presidency of the Rev. Thomas Clap, of whom he always
spoke with the highest respect. I t was to some period during his connection
with College, that he dated the commencement of his religious life. Immediately after leaving College, he was employed as a teacher in Dr. Wheelock's
Indian Charity School, at Lebanon Crank, (now Columbia,) and, at the
same time, prosecuted, under the direction of Dr. Wheelock, his theological
studies. He was licensed to preach tbe year after he was graduated. In
August of that year, (1760,) he commenced preaching at North Haven, and,
in December following, was ordained pastor of the church there, as successor to the Rev. Isaac Stiles. The ordination sermon was preached by the
Rev. Dr. Wheelock ; and in it he took occasion to urge upon the people the
duty of providing for their minister; which, however, he said he should not
do, if he believed him to be " a sensual, sleepy, lazy, dumb dog, that cannot bark."
He had been but a few years in the ministry before the war of the Revolution broke out; and, from its commencement to its close, he took the
deepest interest, and, during much of the time, an active part, in the
struggle. And when the war was terminated, he laboured to fix'on an
enduring basis, and transmit to posterity, what had been so dearly acquired.

* Christian Spectator, II.—MS, from his family,
t The name of the father was spelt Trumble.
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Hia exertions in relation to one particular subject were specially worthy of
notice. A-large tract of land, known as the "Susquehanna purchase,"
was claimed by both Connecticut and Pennsylvania; and the conflicting
claims were the occasion of not a little disquietude. Mr. Trumbull published a pamphlet designed to put an end to the existing agitation, and to
secure what he believed were the ends of justice. The pamphlet produced
the desired effect. Congress acknowledged the title and claim of Connecticut ; and the State reserved for its own use a large tract, from the sale of
which originated its school fund, amounting to more than a million and a
balf of dollars.
In 1796, he was honoured with the degree of Doctor of Divinity from
Yale College.
Dr. Trumbull was not only spared to old age, but he carried with him.
into that period almost the full vigour of middle life. He possessed naturally a fine constitution, and, by accustoming himself to a great deal of exercise, especially in the way of labouring on a farm, he succeeded in preserving
his bodily energies unimpaired. Until he had reached his eighty-fifth year,
he seemed a,lmost as capable of effort and endurance as at any previous
period of his life. He preached, for the last time, on the 23d of January,
1820. He was suffering then from slight indisposition, but rode the next
day a considerable distance, to visit a sick parishioner. I t now became
deeply impressed upon his mind that the time of his departure was at hand ;
and he proceeded to make his arrangements with reference to that event;
though neither his friends nor his physician were seriously apprehensive that
his malady, which proved to be an inflammation of the lungs, would terminate fatally. On Wednesday morning, February 2d, he gently breathed his
last, just after having ejaculated—" Come quickly, amen. Even so come
Lord Jesus." He died in the eighty-fifth year of his age, and the sixtieth
of his ministry.
The following is a list of Dr. Trumbull's publications:—A Discourse
delivered at Freeman's meeting, 1773. A Plea in vindication of the Connecticut title to the contested lands, lying West of the Province of New
York, addressed to the public, 1776. A Sermon at the ordination of the
Rev. N. Prudden,* 1782. A Thanksgiving Sermon, 1788. An Appeal to
tbe public respecting Divorce, 1785. A Sermon at the ordination of the
Rev. Thomas Holt,t 1789. A Sermon on the importance of an immediate
choice of God, 1791. A Sermon at the ordination of Reuben Moss,t 1792.
A Sermon at the ordination of Aaron Woodward,•§ 1794. A Sermon on the
death of Washington, 1799. A Century Sermon, 1801. An Election Ser*NEHBMIAH PRtJDDBN was bom at Milford, Conn., November 4,1749; was graduatedat
Yale CoUege in 1775; was ordained pastor of the church in Enfield, Conn., November 20, 1782;
and died in 1815, in his sixty-sixth year. He published a pamphlet on the lawfulness of marrying a sister of a deceased wife, 1811; a Sermon before the Connecticut Missionary Society, 1815.
T THOMAS HOLT was bom in Meriden, Conn., November 9, 1762; was graduated at Yale College in 1784; was ordained pastor of the church in Hardwick, Mass., June 25, 1789; was disnuffied March 27, 1805; was installed at Ipswich, (Chebaoeo,) January 25, 1809; was dismissed
April 20, I8I3; afterwards resided on a farm at Hardwick, and died February 21, 1836, aged
Mventy-fonr. He published a Sermon at the ordination of Reed Paige—[who was born at
Haidwick, Mass., August 30, 1764; was graduated at Dartmouth College in 1786; wasordained
fint pastor of the church in Hancock, N . H . , September 21, 1791; for several years represented
the town in the Legislature; published a Treatise on Baptism, and also an Election Sermon in
1804; and died July 22, 1816, aged fifty-two,]
t REUBEN MOSS was born in Cheshire, Conn,, in 1760; was graduated at Yale College in 1787;
*»» ordained pastor of the church in Ware, Mass,, June 22, 1792; and died February 17, 1809.
§ AARON WOODWARD was graduated at Yale College in 1789; was ordained at Wilton, Conn.,
January 8, 1794; was dismissed in 1800; removed to Wilbraham, Mass., and died in 1840.
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mon, 1 8 0 1 . A n A d d r e s s on F a m i l y Religion, 1807. Twelve Discourses on
t h e Divine origin of the Scriptures. A general History of t h e United States,
&c., 1810. Two pamphlets on the unlawfulness of marrying a wife's sister,
1810.
A Sermon on the death of t h e R e v . Noah Williston,* 1 8 1 1 . A
complete H i s t o r y of Connecticut in 2 vols., 1797 and 1 8 1 8 .
D r . T r u m b u l l was married to Martha, daughter of Ichabod Phelps of
H e b r o n , Conn., December 4 , 1 7 6 0 . T h e y had seven children,—two sons
and five d a u g h t e r s . T h e first son and last daughter died in infancy. The
remaining five lived to at least seventy ; and one d a u g h t e r , — m a r r i e d to the
R e v . Aaron W o o d w a r d , reached t h e age of ninety. H i s son,
Benjamin,
was graduated at Y a l e College in 1790 ; settled as a lawyer at Colchester,
Conn., b u t removed late in life to Michigan, where he died in 1850. The
widow of D r . T r u m b u l l died a t N o r t h H a v e n J u n e 2 1 , 1 8 2 5 , at the age of
ninety-three.
FROM BENJAMIN SILLIMAN, L . L . D.
NEW HAVEN, January 23,1848.

My Dear Sir: I was acquainted with D r . Trumbull during the later years of
his life, and my traditionary knowledge of him extends to earlier years, as he was
a friend of m y father and of my family,
HIS PEKSON" A N D T E M P E B A M E N T ,

The print prefixed to his history of Connecticut is a painful likeness—his features are given with considerable correctness, but without the bright glow of zeal
and benevolence, which always illuminated his face when speaking, either in conversation or in the pulpit. His complexion was, in a high degree, ruddy, and the
exact opposite of the pale countenance in the print, I believe that there was
moreover a tint of redness, proceeding from some cutaneous afixiction of earlier
life—perhaps St. Anthony's fire. His stature was above the medium height, and
his frame robust, invigorated by agricultural labour, and inured in the great
Revolution to the fatigue, exposure, and dangers of the camp and the field, where
he often volunteered his services. His temperament was sanguine, and he entered
with all his heart and soul into every thing which he undertook; for he engaged in
nothing which he did not believe to be right, and then he brought to its support
all the energy of his active and vigorous mind, sustained by strong physical
powers and untiring industry,
HIS PATRIOTISM.

This is conspicuous in his History of Connecticut: his historical researches
made him familiar with the early struggles of the infant Colonies, and especially
with those of New England; and the earlier years of his life were cotemporary
with the campaigns of the middle of the last century, when, after the struggles
of more than one hundred years against the combined power of the French and
Indians,—that power, so long the scourge of the Colonies, was finally broken
down by the surrender of Quebec, which took place in the very year (1759) in
which he received his degree of Bachelor of Arts in Yale College,
Before he had reached his meridian, the American Revolution summoned to its
support the prime of the intelligence, and moral and physical power of the
* NOAH WILLISTON was born in Springfield, Mass,, July 17-33; was graduated at Yale College in 1757; was ordained at West Haven, Conn,, June, 1760; and died November 10, 1811,
m his seventy-eighth year. His son, Payson, was gradu.ited at Yale College in 1783; was
ordained pastor of the church in Easthampton, Mass., in 1789; and died January 3C, 1866, in
his ninety-third year. He published a Sermon in a volume by the members of the Northern
Association of the County of Hampshire, 1799, and one or two oceasior.al Discourses. He
retained his mental faculties in almost undiminished vigour till near the close of life. He was
a most amiable man, a devout Christian, and faithful minister.
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country. In this cause he was ardently engaged. I have heard my father say
that Dr. Trumbull, having fulfilled his appropriate duties as Chaplain in his
regiment, was not satisfied with the use of spiritual weapons alone, or willing to
remahi in safety with the other non-combatants of the army: at the battle of
White Plains, in the autumn of 1776, he shouldered his musket, performed a
soldier's duty, and encountered a soldier's dangers, in the ranks. On that
occasion, and on other occasions of the same kind, he was seen to load and fire
with coolness and courage, as rfuy father distinctly observed. The country has
long been familiar with the story of the accident which left both him and the late
Colonel Tallmadge in the river Brunx, when the horse of the latter, surprised by
the sudden load of another rider, leaping, in his flight from the enemy, upon the
cronpper of the animal which had just descended the bank, he slipped from under
them both, and left them to a cold bath in the stream. This anecdote I had from
my father, and also another which evinces equally the zeal and vigilance, if not
the discretion, of the devoted patriot.
In an anxious moment of one of the battles, in the autumn of 1776, in the
vicinity of New York,—in most of which my father was engaged, Dr, Trumbull
perceiving, as he thought, that there was great danger to one division of the
army, hastened to General Washington, and zealously communicated the information, when the Commander-in-chief, doubtless observing his clerical garb,
replied in a kind and calm manner,—" Good gentleman, you seem to be very
much fi-ightened," and said no more, having doubtless before understood perfectly
the state of things.
When, in July 1779, a British army invaded this town, Mr. Trumbull was
among those volunteers, (tiot amounting, I believe to one hundred,) who, under
the late Hon, James Hillhouse, then commander of the Governor's guard, checked
the advance of the hostile army by firing from behind fences and coverts of trees,
upon the advanced guard. They came up from the village of West Haven, along
the heights contiguous to the salt meadows, and the bridge being taken up, they
were obUged to march up to the West Rock—proceeding with great caution in a
day of intense heat; and they arrived in town only at nightfall, and so much
exhausted that the town was saved by the delay; for, by the next morning, the
country around was aroused, and the army hastened to re-embark, and burned
only a few buildings, instead of kindling a general conflagration, as they intended.
I have been told by a person who was among the volunteers, that Mr. TrumbuU
was on horseback, and fired from his saddle; and that when the enemy fired, he
screened himself, by dropping his head along the horse's neck.
HIS M A N N E R I N THE PtJLPlT.

He felt intensely the responsibilities of his duties as a minister of Christ. His
pubUshed sermons and occasional discussions of important subjects, and especially
his work on the Evidences of Christianity, give a fair exhibition of the character
of his mind, which was always intensely excited, when the welfare of his fellow
men, and especially their eternal salvation, was his theme.
His manner as a preacher was that of high animation; he preached and prayed
as if he were really in earnest, and as if he longed to have his fellow sinners
feel as he did. His countenance, on these occasions, was more expressive
of the lament of Jeremiah, than of the exultation of Isaiah or David; his
voice was mournful, and he appeared like one about to weep, as if his head
and eyes were indeed a fountain of tears. His prayers were exceedingly
fervent, and abounded with the honest and earnest denunciations and petitions
which characterized the early Puritans, He was not afraid to bring out before
bis Maker, and before his hearers, public as well as private topics and duties, nor
did he shrink from calling things by their right names. Still he was not a popular preacher for the multitude. His high reputation as a historian, a patriot, and
a Divine, always drew an audience; but his lugubrious manner sometimes drew
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forth a smile from the light-minded man of the world, and he was fuUy appreciated
only by the wise and the good.
HIS OUARACTBR AS A H I S T O R I A N .

As his two volumes on the History of Connecticut have long been before the
world, any observations from me on this topic would seem to be superfluous. It
is remarkable, however, that a man so much engrossed with parochial cares, and
with necessary extra labours for the support of his family in a small parish, of
very limited resources, should find time for historical researches. This is accounted
for by his great industry which left no moment unimproved, and by the impression
produced by his enthusiasm, which warmed by a natural sympathy those whom
he wished to engage in his service, for the honour aud advantage of his country.
It is uot necessary on this occasion to criticise his History, in which the leading
attributes of a historian,—fidelity and accuracy (without which, history, however embellished, no longer deserves the name) are so conspicuous. Perhaps it is
not improper for me to mention that after my establishment as the head of a
family in 1809, Dr, Trumbull—doubtless from sympathy with the memory of my
father, and many other friends,—very possibly also quickened by my alliance
with a lady of his own name and remote lineage, favoured us with occasional
visits. Still I was taken by surprise when he brought me in manuscript (all
elegantly written out in his most beautiful chirography) the entire second volume
of his History of Connecticut, with a request that I would review the work as
preparatory to its being printed.
I would gladly have given the denial, which I did not feel at liberty to do, and
therefore retained the copy only to manifest my respect for the venerable author.
I felt that it was not for me (by an entire generation the junior of Dr, Trumbull)
to do any thing to impair the identitj^ of this primitive writer of our early annals,
and I am not sure that I suggested any thing more than minor verbal emendations,
HIS M A N N E R S AS A G E N T L E M A N .

His address was warm, affectionate, and polite, as were the manners of most
of our early clergymen. Dr. Trumbull had participated in the school of manners
established in the Revolutionary army, and which, <at the close of the Revolution,
was said not to be surpassed for dignity and refinement. We have often seen it
conspicuous in the men of that date,—even in subalterns; and it would be well if
the courtesy and suavity so characteristic of the Colonial and Revolutionary era
of our country could be revived; and the younger clergymen in particular, as
well as all our youth, would do well to emulate, in this regard, the example of
their earlier predecessors, as well as of some bright living patterns formed upon
the model of the gone-by age. The opposite tendency of our popular institutions
is, however, so strong and so manifest, that there is perhaps little hope of general reformation.
But if there is not general courtesy, there is general kindness; and if the manners of our people are not conspicuous for reverence and deference, they certainly
are remarkable for personal independence,
HIS DEATH BED

AND

FUNERAL,

It was during the severe cold weather of the winter of 1819-20 that I received
intelligence of the dangerous illness of Dr. Trumbull, In company with President Day, I resorted to his house in North Haven; we found him under the
pressure of a lung fever;—being still a strong man, although at the age of, I
believe, eighty-five.
The conflict was severe, but he was overpowered, and I
then heard him speak to this effect—" I have alw.ays remembered my God—I
have never forgotten him—in my study—iu my family—in my rural labours, and
on the field of battle, and I doubt not He will support me now in old age and in
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death." That support I have no doubt that he found. I did not stay to witness his
last struggle, but I attended his funeral. The hymn sung on that occasion was,
"On Jordan's stormy banks I stand
'' And cast a wishful eye," &c.
His remains now repose in the cemetery near to his house, which is still standing
with the venerable oaks, which long ago preceded the historian of Connecticut,
and are viewed with interest by the passing traveller, as a living monument of a
wise and good man—who honoured the age in which he flourished, and whose
writings and example will continue to exert a happy influence upon distant
generations.
Thus, my dear Sir, I have thrown together such reminiscences of Dr, Trumbull
as have most readily occurred to me, and if there should be any thing in them
adapted to your purpose, they are quite at your service.
Very truly your friend and servant,
BENJAMIN SILLIMAN.
FROM THE REV PAYSON WILLISTON.
EAST HAMPTON, August 19,1855.
Dear Sir: I do not remember the time when I did not know Dr. Trumbull.
He was a contemporary with my father in CoUege, was settled within a few miles
of him, and they were always in intimate relations, both socially and ecclesiasticaUy. Almost immediately after I left College, I commenced the study of Theology under his direction, and resided in his family during the greater part of a
year. My opportunities for knowing him in his various relations, were, therefore,
every thing that I could have desired.
Dr, Trumbull had a countenance expressive of great firmness and activity.
He had much generosity and kindliness of spirit associated with a temperament
that was sometimes wrought up to fever heat. This tendency to extreme excitabiUty was undoubtedly the most vulnerable point in his constitution; and it
sometimes betrayed him into remarks which he had subsequently much occasion
to r ^ e t . He was proverbial for his agility, energy, and industry. During the
season for gathering hay, he used to spend a portion of his time with his workmen
in the field; and as he was never satisfied with any moderate standard of activity
there, and required that every thing should be in brisk motion around him, his
presence was not always very welcome to those whom he employed. And he
moved as rapidly over the road as he did in the field—he would ride to New
Haven,—eight miles, in an hour, and return in the same time. He was also a most
persevering and indefatigable student—I never knew the man who spent more
hours in his study than he, or who could task his faculties to the utmost with
more impunity. His mind seemed never, in his waking hours, to be unoccupied—
he was always gathering material for something, or else moulding or elaborating
that which he had already gathered.
Dr, Trumbull possessed a mind of great vigour and comprehensiveness. He
discriminated accurately, and reasoned clearly and forcibly, and always with the
fiill assurance of having proved his point. In the course of his ministry, he was
engaged in several controversies, in all of which, he showed himself a skilful and
exceedingly zealous disputant. His preaching was, in point of doctrine, of the
Edwardean type; the matter of his sermons was well digested and arranged; his
style was lucid and forcible; and his manner animated and earnest,—much
beyond that which ordinarily prevailed in his day. He had no remarkable compass of voice; and yet he was easily heard through a large building. His sermons
were generally written out, though he occasionally extemporized a few minutes
in the conclusion; and we always noticed that he spoke more effectively then, than
at any other time.
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As a theological instructor, he was of course abundantly competent, though I
cannot say that he manifested his accustomed ardour in that part of his duty.
Nearly all that he did for us was to hear our recitations in Vincent's Catechism,
to direct us in regard to our reading, and occasionally to criticise our arguments
and compositions; but that was the fashion of the day, and was not to be imputed to him as indicating any particular delinquency, I can truly say that I hold
him in grateful remembrance, not only as a teacher, but as a man, a Christian, and
a minister of the Gospel,
Affectionately yours,
PAYSON WILLISTON.

LEVI HART, D. D.*
1761—1808.
L E V I H A R T was the son of Thomas Hart of Southington, Conn., and
was born there, April 10, 1738. I t was the purpose of the father, particularly in view of the son's having a feeble constitution, to give him a collegiate
education ; but he died when the son was only in his seventeenth year. This
event, however, did not prevent the wish of the son, and the purpose of the
father, from being accomplished ; for, about this time, he commenced a
course of study preparatory to entering College, and he was graduated at
Yale in September, 1760.
As his early education was conducted by pious parents, he seems, under
their infiuence, to have had many serious thoughts and feelings during his
childhood ; but, as he advanced into the period of youth, his early impres;
sions were succeeded by habits of indifference in respect to his higher interests.
While he was fitting for College, and more especially during his Freshman
year, he not only cast oflF the fear of God, but became, to some extent,
openly vicious; but, in the second year of his college course, and in the
twenty-first year of his age, he was brought to consider his ways and turn
his feet unto God's testimonies. Shortly after this, he made a public profession of his faith ; and, from that time to the close of a long life, his
Christian character shone with a constantly increasing lustre.
In October, 1760, the next month after he was graduated, he commenced
the study of Theology under the direction of Dr. Bellamy, at Bethlehem.
Scarcely was he settled there as a student, before a malignant disease broke
out in the neighbourhood, and swept off a large number of the inhabitants.
He himself had it, but not so severely as to occasion any serious interruption
of his studies; but what he witnessed and experienced during this period,
seems to have brought his mind into a state of unwonted solemnity. He
remained at Bethlehem until the close of May, 1761, when he completed
the prescribed course.
He was licensed to preach by an Association of ministers, convened at
Bolton, at the bouse of the Rev. Thomas White, June 2, 1761. He immediately returned to Bethlehem, and preached his first sermon in the pulpit
of his venerable teacher on the succeeding f abbatb. After preaching for

* His MS. Diary.—Benedict's Fun. Serm.—Strong's do.
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some time in two or three different places, and receiving and declining
proposals to settle in each, he commenced preaching as a candidate at Preston,
(now Griswold,) Conn., about the close of February, 1762 ; and in August
following received from the church and society a pretty unanimous call to
become their pastor. He accepted the call, and was ordained on the 4th of
November, of the same year. His very earliest labours were manifestly
attended with a blessing; and, even before his ordination, he found himself
in the midst of a revival of religion.
During his residence in Dr. Bellamy's family, he formed an attachment to
one of his daughters, which resulted in her becoming his wife. They were
married shortly after his settlement, and had several children. Mrs. Hart
died December 24, 1788. In October, 1790, he formed a second matrimonial connection with Mrs. Backus, widow of Nathaniel Backus of Norwich;
but by this marriage there were no children. She survived him a number
of years.
During the Revolutionary war, he showed himself zealous for his country's
independence; and while he was distressed by the scenes of bloodshed and
devastation by which the war was attended, he had nevertheless the utmost
confidence that we were engaged in a righteous cause. In August, 1775, he
visited the camp at Roxbury, and preached twice on the Sabbath to Colonel
Parsons' regiment. In 1783, he delivered a discourse to an assembly convened
at Fort Griswold, Groton, commemorative of those gallant men who fell there
in defence of their country,—Colonel Ledyard at their head,—on the 6th
of September, 1781. His subject was " T h e causes, the origin, and progress
of war, with its dreadful effects." I t breathed a spirit of patriotism, sympathy, and piety. The original manuscript is still in existence.
Between 3Ir. Hart and his father-in-law, there was always the most unreserved and affectionate intercourse. For many years, scarcely a year passed
that they did not exchange visits ; and Dr. Bellamy rarely failed to pass one
or more Sabbaths with Mr. Hart, and besides preaching for him, not unfrequently preached for some of his brethren in the neighbourhood.
Mr. Hart had much to do in originating, sustaining, and directing the
Connecticut Missionary Society ; and his attendance at the annual meeting
of its Trustees was uniform and punctual. But, long before that Society
came into existence, he showed himself under the infiuence of the true
missionary spirit. In August, 1769, with the consent of his people, he
made a journey into the District of Maine, with a view to spend somo time
in preaching to the destitute : he was absent about six weeks, during which
tune he was most laboriously employed, and not a little encouraged iu his
work. In September, 1795, be made another preaching excursion to the
North, ranging between " t h e Oxbow and Canada line," and returned after
an absence of about two months.
In the year 1800, the College of New Jersey honoured him with the
degree of Doctor of Divinity. He was a member of tho Corporation of
Dartmouth College from 17S4 to 1788, and of Yale College from 1791 to
the year preceding his death. He had an important agency in forming the
union between the General Association of Connecticut and the General
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church; and in the year 1801 he was a
member of the latter, as a delegate from the former.
One of Dr. Hart's most intimate friends,—perhaps the most intimate
next to Dr. Bellamy,—was Dr. Hopkins of Newport. They not only kept

592

TRINITARIAN CONGREGATIONAL.

up a constant correspondence through a long course of years, but frequently
exchanged visits. Dr, Hart visited him during his last illness, (November,
1808,) and found him in a state of great spiritual composure. On the
23d of December following, he preached bis funeral sermon.
In January, 1802, Dr. Hart experienced two or three flight attacks of
paralysis, the latter of which so far affected his speech that, for about two
months, be was obliged to suspend his public labours. And though, at the
close of that period, he was enabled to return to his pulpit, and to discharge
with some degree of regularity his ordinary pastoral duties, yet his constitution never recovered from the shock whioh it had received. From that
time he seems to have lived in habitual expectation of death, and never to
have engaged in any duty without realizing that it might be the last before
he should be called to his account. As his health declined and tbe infirmities of age gathered upon him, his spiritual prospects were often clouded,
and he found it difiicult to rely upon those gracious promises which, in
other days, had yielded him the richest enjoyment; though, amidst all his
darkness, there were frequent bright intervals of hope and peace. He continued to labour, thougb with frequent interruptions and in great feebleness,
till near the close of his life. He died October 27, 1808, aged seventy,
A sermon was preached at his funeral by the Rev. Dr. Benedict of Plainfield, and another in reference to his death, on the succeeding Sabbath, by
the Rev. Dr. Strong of Norwich ; both of which were published.
Dr. Hart kept a diary from about the time of his leaving College till a
short period previous to his death. This diary is chiefly a record of the
daily incidents of bis ministry, in connection with his private religious
exercises. I t indicates most decisively what its author is acknowledged on
all hands to have possessed,—a fervent and elevated piety. There is
scarcely a page that does not contain some penitent confession of sin, or
some grateful recognition of tbe Divine goodness, or some devout supplication for himself or some or all of his fellow creatures.
The following is a list of Dr. Hart's publications:—A Sermon at the
ordination of Joel Benedict, 1771. A Sermon at the ordination of John
Smith,* 1772. A Sermon on Liberty to the Corporation of Freemen in
Farmington, 1774. A Sermon on the death of Mrs. Mary Woodbridge,
1775.
A Sermon at the ordination of Abiel Holmes, 1785. A Sermon at
the ordination of William Patten,t 1786. A Sermon at the death of the
Hon. Jabez Huntington, 1786. A Sermon on the death of the Rev.
Nathaniel Eells, 1786. Election Sermon, 1786. A Sermon at the ordination of Amos Chase,t 1787. A Sermon on the death of his wife, 1789. A
* JOHN SMITH was born in Plainfield, Conn.; was graduiited at Princeton in 1770; was
ordained pastor of the church in Dighton, Mass,, April 22, 1772; after about thirty years was
dismissed, and removed to Pennsylvania, where he died,
t WILLIAM PATTUN was the son of the Rev, WILLIAM PATTEN of Hartford, who was born at

Billerica, Mass,, in 1738; was graduated at Harvard College in 1764; was ordained pastor of
the church in Halifax, Mass., in February, 1758; was dismissed on account of ill health in
1768; was afterwards settled as pastor of tlie South church in Hartford; lost his voice and his
health and died in his fathers family at Roxbury, Mass., January 16, 1775, aged thirty-six.
His widow, the daughter of the first President Wheelock, died at Hartford, October 5, 1831,
aged ninety-one.
William Patten, the son, was graduated at Dartmouth College in 1780;
was ordained pastor of the Second church in Newport, R, I , , May 24, 1786; was dismissed
April 15, 1833; and died in 1839, He received the degree of Doctor of Divinity from Brown
University iu 1807, He published a Sermon on the Sabbath succeeding his ordination, 1786; a
Sermon on the Slave trade, 1792; a Sermon on the death of President Stiles, 1795; and a Sermon before the African Benevolent Society, 1808,
± AMOS CHASE was graduated at Dartmouth College in 1780; was ordained paste* of the
.'^•scond church in Litchfield, Conn., June 27, 1787; was dismissed in 1814; and died in 1849.
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Sermon at the .ordination of John Wilder,* 1790. A Sermon on the death
of Mrs. Sarah King, 1791. A Sermon on the death of George Washington
1799.
"^ '

FROM THE REV LEVI NELSON, D, D.
LISBON, Conn., Aprfi 17, 1848.
Dear Sir; I first became acquainted with the Rev. Dr. Hart, in the summer of
1804, when I commenced preaching in this place. From that time till the close
of his life, my relations with him were almost those of a son with a revered
father.
Among other things which he communicated to me, I remember he stated that,
in the early part of his ministry, he was fond of metaphysical speculations; that
his preaching savoured of them, and that he even commenced writing a book of a
metaphysical character. But, after a while, he became convinced that such studies
and preaching were of little profit, either to himself or his people. This view of
the matter, he said, appeared more important, as he became an old man, and
knew that death could not be far distant. He thought the proper way to preach
the word was to state and apply its great truths in the simplest manner; and
on one occasion I remember he spoke with great satisfaction, on hearing one of
his mtimate friends preach, whose views and practice had undergone a similar
change, on the approach of old age, and in the prospect of soon rendering an
account of his stewardship.
In the spring of 1808, the year in which he died, we commenced, at his suggestion, spending a season together in devotional exercises, once a week. On those
occasions, he opened his mind freely on experimental religion, which to me was a
sotuce of great satisfaction, and I trust profit. True submission to the will of
God,—what he called unconditional submission, was one of his favourite themes;
and he never dwelt upon it, or alluded to it, without evincing the most subdued
and chfidfike spirit.
Dr. Hart had shown great kindness to the people at Lisbon, who had, for long
intervals, been destitute of a pastor; and they early informed me that it would
be a pleasure to them to have me assist him in his necessities. Accordingly, I felt
the utmost freedom to comply with his request that I would occupy his pulpit a
part of one of the flrst Sabbaths after he became unable to preach, I went to his
house at the close of the service, and found him very feeble, but still able to sit
up. His disease was the jaundice: it occasioned him great depression of spirits,
and ultimately had a fatal termination. While I was with him, he took me into
an adjoining room, and, without shutting the door, and in the hearing of his wife
and other anxious friends, spoke to me to this efi'ect:—" I want you to converse
with me on the subject of the Divine promises in the manner you do with Chrisfians generally, for their instruction." If ever I felt my insignificance in relation
to my fellow creatures, it was then. I replied,—" That would be like a child's
undertaking to teach his parent;" but signified that I would do the best I could,
I commenced, and had not proceeded far, before he exclaimed,—" I see it all now."
W'e then went immediately back to the family. I never had an opportunity afterwards to ascertain the particular state of his mind, but, from such information as
I could gain at the time, I was led to believe that his hope remained firm till its
object was fully realized in Heavenly glory.
I remain, Dear Sir, respectfully yours,
LEVI NELSON.

* JOHN WILDER was born in Tetnpleton, Mass., in 1758; was graduated at Dartmouth Coll»g«ml784; wasordained pastor of the church in Attleborou^, Mass., January 27, 1790;
''•gned hig charge, November 28, 1822; and died February 9, 1836, aged seventy-eight.
Vol. L

75

594

TRINITARIAN CONGREGATIONAL.

FROM THE REV

SAMUEL NOTT, D. D.

FRANKLIN, Conn., October 8, 1847.
Rev, and dear Sir: I had a long and intimate acquaintance with Dr, Hart, and
esteemed him as among the ablest and best ministers of his day. But the tenor
of his life was so even that when I have said that of him, it would seem as if
scarcely any thing more remained to be said. B u t , as you seem to desire it, I
will t r y to give you my impressions a little more in detail.
He had great penetration and grasp of mind. He was never satisfied with
superficial views of any subject, but always wished to go to the bottom. He was
well acquainted with all the various systems of Theology, and could give reasons
perfectly satisfactory to himself why he received one, and rejected all the rest.
Though he called no man master, his views of Divine t r u t h were generally in
accordance with the Assembly's Catechism, His manner iu the pulpit was grave
and impressive. There was no show about it; but he evidently spoke out of a
heart warmed with the love of Christ and of souls. The matter of his preaching
was always weighty. He dwelt much upon the cardinal doctrines of the Gospel,
but he always brought them to bear upon the heart and life. He was particular
in illustrating the distinction between saints and sinners. While he had a deep
experience of the power of Divine t r u t h upon his own heart, he was very cautious
not to encourage others to believe themselves true Christians upon any slight or
insufficient evidence.
He was eminent for his qualifications as a theological teacher. He was not
only very clear in his expositions of the Christian system, but very keen to
detect error and sophistry. His pupils looked upon him almost as an oracle.
Few ministers in New England, previous to the establishment of Theological
seminaries, had so much to do as he, in training young men for the ministry.
He was a remarkably wise man;—and this gave him an influence, beyond that
of most of his contemporaries, in healing differences in the Church. It was not
uncommon for him to be called a long distance from home to sit in councils for
adjusting matters of difiiculty. There was not often an appeal from his judgment. He was almost always right.
I have scarcely ever known a person so much distinguished as he for selfgovernment. Nothing seemed ever to take him by surprise. No provocation
could throw him off' his guard. Though his sensibilities were alive to affliction,
he was always composed, and dignified, and submissive, under it. He lived as
seeing Him who is invisible; and therefore he was never moved.
He was always devising or executing some plan for doing good. To be instrumental of glorifying God's grace in saving the souls of his fellow men, was the
great object for which he lived. He laboured in season, and out of season, at
home and abroad, to bring sinners into the ark of safety. His labours were greatly
blessed. He will be found among those who have turned many to righteousness.
Your friend and fellow labourer,
SAMUEL NOTT.
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SAMUEL WILLIAMS, L L. D.*
1763—1817.
SAMUEL W I L L I A M S was a son of the Eev. Warham Williams of ^Valtham, and grandson of the Rev. John Williams of Deerfield. He was born at
Waltham, April 23, 1743. In his early years he evinced a decidedly intellectual taste, and was especially fond of mathematical and philosophical
studies. He entered Harvard College in 1757, and was graduated in 1761.
He was selected by Professor Winthrop to accompany him in 17til to
Newfoundland, to observe the transit of Yenus, in consequence of which
he was not present at the Commencement when his class was graduated. He
was licensed to preach by an Association at Cambridge, October 11, 1763,
having spent the intermediate time between his graduation and licensure
in teaching a school in his native place, and at the same time pursuing his
theological studies. He preached as a candidate for some time at Concord,
and afterwards at Bradford ; and was ordained in the latter place on the
20th of November. 1765. He was an eminently useful and acceptable
minister. He assisted several young men in their preparation for the
ministry ; among whom were Thomas Barnard and John Prince,—afterwards
Doctors Barnard and Prince of Salem. During his residence at Bradford,
Benjamin Thompson (afterwards the celebrated Count Bumford) resided in
his family for some time, and studied Philosophy under him; and, for many
years after they kept up a correspondence.
When the Hollis Professorship of iMatbematics and Natural Philosophy
in Harvard College was rendered vacant by the death of Professor Winthrop in 1779, Mr. Williams' high reputation in that department immediately designated him as a suitable person to succeed to that of&ce; and he
was accordingly elected to it, and was installed in May, 1780.
In 1785, the Degree of Doctor of Laws was conferred upon him by the
University of Edinburgh ; and in 1786, by Yale College. He was elected
also a member of the Meteorological Society of Manheim, Germany, and
of the Philosophical Society in Philadelphia, as well as of the Academy of
Arts and Sciences in Massachusetts,
In 17S5, he presented to the Corporation a plan of a course of Lectures
on Astronomy, to be delivered to the Senior class, which that Board
authorized ; and these Lectures being thought not strictly within the requisitions of the Statutes of the Professorship, they voted to allow him £ 3 0
for the service.
In 1780, Dr. Williams went, by request of the American Academy of
Arts and Sciences, and also of the Corporation of Harvard College, to
Penobscot Bay, to observe a total eclipse of the sun. By order oif the
General Court of Massachusetts, the Lincoln galley was fitted out for his
accommodation. He went on board, on the 9th of October, accompanied
by Professor Stephen Sewall, and several others, who were specially interested in the object of the expedition. The eclipse occurred on the 20th,—
eleven days after he embarked. During his stay at Penobscot, he received
much attention, especially from the British naval Commander, Capt. Mowart.

* Quiney's Hiat. Harv. Coll.—Hist, of the Williams family.
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He kept a minute record of his proceedings and observations, and returned,
after a short time, having very satisfactorily executed his commission.
In the course of the same year, he was appointed one of the agents on
the part of Massachusetts to assist in ascertaining and running the line of
jurisdiction between the State of Massachusetts and the State of New York.
Dr. Williams continued in tbe Professorship till the year 1788. Of the
circumstances which led to the resignation of his ofiice, Mr. Quincy, in his
History of Harvard College, gives the following account:—"Although
active and laborious in his pursuits and duties. Professor Williams did not
possess the wisdom to keep his expenditures within his income. Pecuniary
embarrassments ensued; and, in June 1788, a question having arisen in the
Board of Overseers, relative to his conduct in one of these transactions, he
immediately resigned his oifice. On the recommendation of the Overseers,
out of regard to the family of Dr. Williams, the Corporation continued his
salary to the end of the quarter."
Dr. Williams, shortly after this, removed from Cambridge to Rutland,
Vermont, where he spent most of his remaining days. He preached there
as a stated supply from January 1789 till October 1795. He subsequently
preached at Burlington, somewhat more than two years.
In 1794, he published in an octavo volume the Natural and Civil History
of Vermont,—a work that evinces great labour and research, and is creditable alike to his talents and industrj^. It was republished in two volumes,
in 1809. I t has not ceased to be regarded as excellent authority.
He was appointed by Governor Tichenor, under the Act of the Legislature in 1805, to ascertain the boundary of the State of Vermont;—which
service he duly performed. He also delivered a course of lectures in the
University of Vermont, not long after its establishment.
Beside the History of Vermont, and various contributions to the
Memoirs of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, Dr. Williams
published two Sermons on Degeneration, 1766; a Sermon at the ordination
of Thomas Barnard, 1773; a Sermon on the love of our country, 1775; a
Sermon'at the ordination of John Prince, 1780; a Sermon at the General
Election in Vermont, 1794 ; a Sermon on the evidence of personal Christianity, 1799; a Sermon on the love of our country, 1799; a Sermon delivered
before tbe Centre Lodge.
Dr. AVilliams left a work which has not been published, entitled " Philosophical Lectures on the constitution, duty, and religion of man." He
also left various manuscripts on astronomical, philosophical, and mathematical subjects, many of which are considered of great value.
Dr. Williams died at Rutland, after a short illness, on the 2d of January,
1817, aged seventy-four. His funeral Sermon was preached by the Rev.
Heman Ball, D. D., from a text v/hich he selected in his lifetime—Psala
XLiii, 4. " U n t o God my exceeding joy."
He was married to Jane Kilbourne of Waltham, on the 5th of May,
1768. They had five children; the youngest of whom,—Charles Kilbourne,
was born January 24, 1782; was graduated at Williams College in 1800;
and was successively Chief Justice, and Governor, of the State of Vermont.
He received the honorary degree of Doctor of Laws from Middlebury
College in 1834. He died March 9, 1853, aged seventy-one. Mrs.
Williams, the Doctor's widow, died March 24, 1829.
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The late Ambrose Spencer, Chief Justice of New York, who was graduated at Harvard College in 1783, and who enjoyed not only the instruction,
but the friendship, of Dr. Williams, has often entertained me with his
recollections and impressions concerning him. He seems to have regarded
him as the glory of the College in that day. He represented him not only
as most thoroughly versed in the branches which he taught, but as having
an admirable facility at communication, that made it no less pleasant than
profitable to sit under his instructions. He used to take great delight in
introducing his pupils to the heavenly bodies through the medium of the
telescope; and " m a n y a bright evening," said the Judge, more than
sixty years after» "have I shared with him his sublime observations."
He was exceedingly popular both in College and out of it. He was courteous and agreeable in his manners, and was regarded not only as a distinguished philosopher, but as a remarkably fine type of a Christian gentleman.

FROM THE REV ABIEL ABBOT, D. D.
WEST CAMBRIDGE, May 7,1856.

My dear Friend:—I am sorry that it is but little I can do, in compliance with
your request for my recollections of Dr. Williams. It is now nearly seventy
years since I have seen the Professor; and while I was at College I rarely saw
him except at recitations and lectures. He was Professor of Mathematics and
Natural Philosophy during the whole of my collegiate course.
In personal appearance. Dr. Williams was about the common size,—tending to
corpulency. His manners were gentlemanly and dignified. His lectures on
Natural Philosophy were very interesting,—his experiments never failing, lie
was highly esteemed as Professor,
I do not know that he preached while at Cambridge; but he had an excellent
reputation as a preacher at Bradford. He was undoubtedly one of the prominent
men of his day.
Affectionately yours,
ABIEL ABBOT.

JOSEPH DANA, D. D.*
1763—1827
JOSEPH D A N A was the son of Joseph and Mary Dana, and was born at
Pomfret, Conn., November 2, ( 0 . S.,) 1742. His father was a respectable
innkeeper in that town. Among the recollections of his boyhood was the
famous adventure of General Putnam with the wolf, which took place not
far from his father's residence. He remembered to have seen the animal
which had spread so much terror through the neighbourhood, dragged into
the entry of their house, and to have ran up stairs, with other children,
that they might feebthe less terror in looking at it.
It having been determined that he should receive a liberal education, he
was fitted for Yale College, where he was admitted as a member in 1756,
and was graduated in 1760. Resolved to devote himself to the Christian
ministry, he pursued a course of theological study under the direction of
the Rev. Mr. (afterwards Dr.) Hart of Preston, Conn., and was licensed to

•His Sixtieth Anniv. Serm.—Crowell's Fun. Serm.—Felt's Hist, of Ipswich.
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preach by the Association of which Mr. H. was a member, in May, 1763,
before he was twenty-one. He supplied the pulpit of the Old South Church
in Boston, with much acceptance, for six months, and would, it is said, have
received an invitation to a permanent settlement there, but that his voice
was thought scarcely adequate to fill so large a building. He was subsequently invited to Ipswich, and, having remained there as a candidate for a
year or more, he received a call from the church and society to become their
pastor. He accepted the call and was ordained on the 7th of .November,
1765,—the ordination sermon being preached by the Rev. Moses Parsons of
Byfield.
The early part of his ministry of course fell into the tempestuous period
of the Revolution. Though he kept within the appr.opriate sphere of a
Christian minister, he showed himself the decided advocate of liberty, and
laboured in every suitable way for the promotion of his country's interests.
In 1801, he received the degree of Doctor of Divinity from Harvard College. The same year he preached the annual sermon before the Convention
of Congregational ministers in Ma.ssachusetts. The frequent demands that
were made for his labours on public occasions, were suflicient evidence of the
high estimation in which he was held, not only by his brethren in the ministry,
but by the community at large.
Dr. Dana preached a sermon on the sixtieth anniversary of his ordination,
at the age of eighty-three,—in which he stated that all who were heads of
families at the time of his settlement, were deceased, except five ; and that
he had followed about nine hundred of his parishioners to the grave.
He often expressed the desire that he might not survive his usefulness;
and this desire was signally granted. Though the infirmities of age had
crept over him, diminishing somewhat his ability to labour and to endure,
yet he continued in the regular discharge of his duties as a minister till
within a few days of his death, which occurred on the 16th of November,
1827
His funeral was on the 19th, and an appropriate sermon was preached
on the occasion by the Rev. Robert Crowell, which was published.
Dr. Dana was first married to Mary Staniford, a daughter-in-law of the
Rev. Nathaniel Rogers. She died May 14, 1772, in her twenty-eighth year.
He subsequently married Mary, daughter of Samuel Turner of Boston.
She died April 13, 1803, in her fifty-third year. Professor Tappan of
Harvard College preached her funeral sermon, (which was published,) in
which he describes her as a person of uncommon excellence and loveliness.
In December, 1803, he married Elizabeth, widow of the Rev. Ebenezer
Bradford* of Rowley,—who died in 1824, aged about seventy-five. He had
three children by the first marriage and five by the second. Two of his sons
are clergymen ;—the Rev. Dr. Dana of Newburyport, and the Rev. Samuel
Dana of Marblehead.
* EBENEZER BKADFORD was born in Canterbury, Conn., in 1746; was graduated at the College of Xew Jersey in 1773; was ordained pastor of the church in Rowley, August 4, 1782; and
died January 3, 1801, aged fifty-five. He published a Sermon at tbe ordination of Natjianiel
Howe, llopkinton, 1791; Strictures on Dr, Langdon's Remarks on Hopkins' System, 1794; a
l?ast Sermon, 1795; a Thanksgiving Sermon, 17U5; a Sermon at the installation of the Eev,
John H, Stevens, 1795; [who was born at Canterbury, Conn,, September 20, 1766; was not
graduated at any College; was ordained pastor of the Second Calvinistic church in Methuen,
March 18, 1791; was dismissed March 10, 1795; was installed at Stoneham in November of the
same year; was dismissed November 12, 1827; was installed in April, 1828, pastor of the church
in the East parish of Haverhill; resigned his charge in April, 1833, and returned to Stoneham,
where he died on the 9th of August, 1851, He published two sermons at Lynn on the death of
a young man, 1803; a Fast Sermon, 1813; a Fast Sermon, 1814.]
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The following is a list of his publications:—Two Discourses from Proverbs
XV, 8, on the sacrifice of the wicked, 1782. A Sermon at the ordination
of David Smith,* 1795. A Sermon on the National Thanksgiving, 1791.
Two Sermons on the National Fast, 1799. A Discourse on the death of
Washington, 1800. A Sermon before the Convention of ministers, 1801.
A Sermon at the ordination of Samuel Dana, 1801. A Sermon before the
Merrimac Humane Society, 1804. A Lecture on Baptism, 1806. A
Sermon on the worth and loss of the soul, 1807 Integrity explained
and recommended: A Sermon before an Association, 1807. The question
of war with Great Britain, 1808. A Sermon at the ordination of Joshua
Dodge, 1808. Two Sermons on a special occasion, 1810. A Sermon on
the calamity at Richmond, 1812. A Sermon before the Society for promoting Christian Knowledge, 1812. A Sermon before the Essex Auxiliary
Education Society, 1816. A Sermon on the death of the Rev. Joseph
McKean, D. D., 1818. A Thanksgiving Sermon, 1820. A Sermon on the
sixtieth anniversary of his ordination, 1825. A Discourse on the fifty-first
anniversary of American Independence, 1827.
To these may be added:—A Charge at the ordination of the Rev. Joseph
Emerson,t 1803. Right Hand of Fellowship at the ordination of D. T.
Kimball, 1806. Charge at the ordination of Messrs. Smith and Kingsbury,
Missionaries, 1815. Charge at the ordination of Daniel Fitz, 1826. Also
many communications in periodical publications, both in prose and poetry.

FROM THE REV SAMUEL DANA.
MARBLEHEAD, May 24,

1849.

Reverend and dear Sir: In deciding to comply with your request for a letter in
reference to my much loved and venerated father, I have been not a little embarrassed with an apprehension that the strong filial feeling of which I am conscious,
must disqualify me, in a greater or less degree, for the ofiice which you have assigned
to me. I will, however, endeavour to give you the best idea I can of my father's
character, without attempting any thing like a formal or extended delineation
of it.
Though my father's constitution was by no means robust, and his health was
somewhat delicate, yet he was remarkable for physical as well as mental activity
and the celerity of his movements. He would seldom ascend an ordinary fiight
of stairs without surmounting more than one at a time, and I well recollect when
he was seventy years old, that we both started together at the same moment to
arrest a stage which had passed with unusual speed, when he so far outstripped
me in running, that I was soon compelled, not without mortification, to abandon
the race, and leave the victory to him.
His readiness to throw his doors and arms wide open for the reception of
travellers and friends was proverbial, A large circle of his acquaintances from all
quarters, both clergymen and others, who passed that way, were in the habit of
• DAVID SMITH was bom at Ipswich July 2Z, 1761; was graduated at Harvard College in
1790; was ordained at Amesbury, January 28, 1796; was dismissed May 22, 1800; and died in
1837,
t JOSEPH EMERSON was born at Hollis, N. H , , October 13, 1777; was graduated at Harvard
CoUege iu 1798, where he was a Tutor from 1801 to 1803; was ordained at Beverly, September
21,1803; was dismissed September 21, 1816; was installed at Saugus in November, 1821;
"here also he taught a female academy; resigned his charge in 1825, and became the Principal
of a female school at ^Vcthersfield, Conn,, and died May 13, 1833, aged fifty-six. He published a Discourse to sciimcn; General Topics of a course of Astronomical Lectures, 1819; a
Discourse at the dedication of the Seminary Hall at Saugus, 1822; a Letter to tho members of
the Genesee Association, 1829; Questions adapted to Whelpley s Compend, 1830; Questions and
Supplement to Goodrich's History of the United States, 1831,
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frequenting his hospitable abode, where they were sure of finding a cordial welcome.
Nor was he ever "forgetful to entertain strangers," and his professional brethren
in general, as well as those with whom he was accustomed to have intercourse.
Often have I abandoned my bed to the wayfarer and sought a lodging elsewhere.
Indeed mine host of the neighbouring public house used to complain of what he
called an interference with his appropriate vocation, and said he should be better
pleased if my father would put forth the regular sign of " entertainment for man
and beast,"
He was distinguished for his urbanity, politeness, and refinement of manners.
Scarcely any thing annoyed or disturbed his equanimity more than a flagrant
breach of decorum, especially in those who ought to know better, and to be examples
of its due observance. An uncouth and unmannerly clergyman once called at his
house, and, on entering the parlour, seated himself, v/ithout waiting for an invitation, before the fire, and began to talk in an uncourteous style, without uncovering
his head. My father could with difiiculty suppress his indignant emotions, and
refrain from giving them utterance in words; this, however, he did, but left the
room for a moment and returned to seat himself by his visitor's side with his own
hat upon his head, without uttering a syllable. This ia the only instance in which
I ever knew him to administer such a cutting reproof; for his usual suavity prevented his being "easily provoked,"
He took great delight in associating with persons, distinguished for their greatness and goodness, many of v/hom were numbered among his personal friends.
He was an enthusiastic admirer of Washington. I well remember his exquisite
enjoyment Avhen that great man visited Ipswich, in his tour through New England, on his accession to the Presidency; and my father was privileged to occupy
a seat hj his side, and share his conversation at a public dinner given him on the
occasion. Among the eminent and excellent men whose friendship and society he
highly valued, were Chief Justice Parsons, George Cabot, Fisher Ames, Timothy
Pickering, &c,, as well as President Willard and Professors Pearson and Tappan
of Harvard College,
Previous to the establishment of our Theological Seminaries, he had not unfrequently students of Divinity under his care, in addition to lads from the famfiies
of his friends abroad, whom he instructed in his own house, Jiy such means, he
was able, in the way of exchange, to obtain board for his sons at Hanover and
Cambridge at little comparative expense.
He was enthusiastically fond of music, particularly of a sacred character, for
which he had a fine voice and an exquisite ear. His family will never forget his
rapt appearance, when his eight children united with him, as they sometimes did,
in singing in four parts the morning or evening hymn around the domestic altar,
and when, in the height of his excitement, he would unconsciously leave his seat,
and station himself in different parts of the room, and even in the entry, with the
hand over one ear, the better to enjoy the concord of sweet sounds. On a certain
occasion, my brother and I were at Boston with him, and hearing that a splendid
oratorio would be performed at Brattle street church in the evening, we invited
our father to accompany us to it; although, as he had never attended one before,—
knowing his enthusiasm, we had some fear that the efiect upon his sensitive mind
might be overpowering. And so indeed it proved to be; for it seemed as if his
enraptured spirit would take its fiight; and the delicious excitement was just as
much, if not rather more than he could bear,
I love to call to remembrance his appearance in a thunderstorm, which was
remarkable. Owing partly perhaps to some peculiarity in the state of the atmosphere, his animal spirits were invariably exhilarated on such occasions, and placing
himself where he could witness the sublimity of the scene to the best advantage,
he would seem very highly to enjoy it, and to be never more happy. In the
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lightning he delighted to recognise the hand, and in the thunder the voice, of the
Almighty
I had the satisfaction of being with my dear father at the close of his earthly
career. On the last Sabbath of his life, as I happened to be on an exchange at
Hamilton, he had a lecture appointed in his church for the evening, which I
attended, and he oflered the prayer before sermon in the pulpit he had occupied
sixty-three years. After lecture, he appeared brighter and more animated than
usual, and he sat conversing with much vivacity and interest till quite a late hour.
In the course of the night, with no one with him but his God, his vital power
suddenly gave out, and in the morning we found him extremely feeble and
exhausted, though apparently without any specific disease. In this condition he
continued five days, in the full possession of his senses; tranquil and resigned, in
the exercise of the Christian's faith and hope, and then died to live forever. On
the evening preceding his departure, he requested his children, most of whom were
present, to gather round his dying couch, and led in the family devotions, as he
had so long been accustomed to do, in a collected, clear, and touching manner, for
the last time. In a few hours, " he was not, for God took him."
Yours, with sincere respect and affection,
SAMUEL DANA.

FROM THE REV BENJAMIN TAPPAN, D. D,
AUGUSTA, Me,, May 24, 1849.

My dear Sir: I am rejoiced to learn that your proposed work is to contain
some account of the late Dr. Dana of Ipswich, and shall be happy and thankful
if, by my recollections, I may assist in illustrating his character.
I became a member of his family, when a child of seven years old, and
remained under his roof the greater part of the time, from two to three years.
During that period, he treated me with the kindness of a father, and continued
ever after, while he Uved, to express towards me a truly parental affection. He
was a man of an unusually tender, affectionate spirit. His feelings were naturally ardent, and not always under perfect control. He keenly felt unkind, injurious treatment, and sometimes evinced a greater degree of resentment than was
learned of Him who is meek and lowly. But in general, he was distinguished by
his courteous and kind deportment, not only towards the members of his own
family, but to all with whom he was conversant. He took a deep interest in
children and young people, and was fond of conversing with them, of promoting
their improvement, of drawing them out, and of contributing to their enjoyment.
He took a good deal of pains while I was in his family, attending school in the
place, in showing me how to read and to speak with propriety and impressiveness, and often called me out to speak the little pieces that he had taught me, for
the entertainment of his guests.
He had, as it seemed to me, superior intellectual powers, and was accustomed to
close, vigorous thinking. He was a decided Calvinist of the old school. The great
points of Christian doctrine, centering in Christ crucified, he embraced with his
whole heart, and never lost sight of He had a good classical taste, and could well
appreciate the best writers of poetry and belles-lettres. Young's Night-Thoughts
was a favourite book with him. If you have read any of his discourses, you
must have noticed the terse, sententious manner in which he wrote. Some of his
sermons were exceedingly rich in the best thoughts,—as for example his Convention Sermon,—and as rich in the unction given them by the gushing forth of a
warm Christian heart. Few pastors have given more abundant proof than was
given by him during his long ministry, that the souls committed to his charge
were "dearly beloved and longed for." He had fine conversational powers.
Persons of all ages found it a rich treat to hear him converse. There was so
much of valuable thought enlivened by an innocent humour, and sweetened by
VOL,
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the expression of overflowing good-will and kindness, that an hour spent in his
society was sure to pass pleasantly away.
He was an ardent lover of his country. No man could be a more devoted
friend to its free institutions,—to its best interests, literary, civil, and religious.
After my own father was taken from me, I thought myself highly favoured in
being an object of his fatherly love and kindness, and felt, whenever I had an
opportunity of visiting him, that it was going to a father's house. He always
gave me a very affectionate welcome, and it was delightful to see, even in his old
age, how much of intellectual vigour and vivacity, as well as of warmth and
tenderness of feeling, still remained,
I have known few men who have appeared through life so interesting and agreeable, and fi-om whose society so much of profit and pleasure might be derived, as
Father Dana, I ought to be a wiser and a better man, in consequence of the
favour conferred upon me in being placed so early under his parental care, and in
continuing so long to be blessed with his counsels and prayers.
With cordial regard, I am, my dear Sir,
Respectfully and faithfully yours,
B. TAPPAN.

JOSEPH HUNTINGTON, D. D *
1763—1794.
J O S E P H H U N T I N G T O N was born in Windham, (Scotland parish,) Conn.,
in the year 1735. He was a descendant, in the fourth generation, from Simon
Huntington who emigrated from England not far from the year 1640, with
three sons, but was seized with a violent illness on the passage, and died
when the vessel was within sight of the shore. His father was Nathaniel
Huntington, a respectable farmer, but a somewhat stern and arbitrary man,
who legislated for his children without much regard to their tastes or capacities ; and he determined that Joseph should be a clothier, and actually
compelled him to remain at that business till he was of age. As, however,
his intellectual developments were thought to be somewhat remarkable, and
he promised well also in regard to his moral qualities, the Rev. Mr.
Devotion, the minister of the parish in which he lived, encouraged him, even
at that late period, to enter on a course of study, with ultimate reference
to the ministry. He yielded to the suggestion, and fitted for College, partly
under Mr. Devotion, in an unusually short time, and entered at Yale, it is
believed, at an advanced standing. He was graduated in 1762.
I t is not known under whom he studied Theology; but it was for a few
months only that he could have studied under any one ;.for, in April succeeding his graduation, he was called to settle in the ministry over the First
church in Coventry, Conn., which had then been vacant about two years,
in consequence of the dismission of the Rev. Oliver Noble.t He accepted
the call, and was ordained on tbe 29th of June, 1763.
*MSS. from Rev. Dr. Abbot, Rev. Chauncy Booth, and others.
t OLIVER NOBLE, the son of David Noble, was born at Hebron, Conn., March 3, 1733; was
graduated at Yale College in 1767; was ordained pastor of the First church in Coventry, Conn,,
as successor to the llev. Joseph Meacham, January 10, 1759; w.is dismissed June 10, 1761:
was installed pastor of a church in Newbury, Mass., Sept, 1. 1762; was dismissed in 1783; was
installed at New Castle, N, H,, August 18, 1784; and died December 15, 1792, aged fifty-six.
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His ministry at Coventry commenced under some most unfavourable
auspices. Though there had been two settled pastors there, and one of
them, Mr. Meacham, had had a ministry of considerable length, yet the parish
had become greatly reduced, the meeting house had been suffered to go to
decay, and every thing else was in a state of corresponding depression.
The services at his ordination were held in the open air; but whether this
was because the meeting house was too small to accommodate the assemblage, or too much dilapidated to be safe or decent, does not appear.
Immediately after he was settled, he began to urge upon the people with
great zeal the project of building a new meetinghouse: they responded
with unexpected cordiality and harmony to his proposal; and, in a short
time, they had the best house of public worship in the whole region,—built
at an expense of about five thousand dollars. Mr. Huntington was exceedingly gratified by the success of this enterprise, and often recurred to it
with pleasure in the later years of his ministry.
From the period of his settlement, the prosperity of the parish, at least
in regard to temporal interests, began to revive ; and they continued a
united people during his wbole ministry. The state of religion, however,
was scarcely ever otherwise than depressed ; but the same remark is equally
applicable, with few exceptions, to the Church at large. The period of his
ministry embraced the old French war, the war that gave us our independence, and the French Revolution : and each of these events was fruitful of
influences most adverse to a healthful and vigorous state of religion in this
country.
After the death of the first Dr. Wheelock, President of Dartmouth College,
Mr. Huntington was spoken of as the person most likely to succeed to the
office; and communications were made to him on the subject that gave him
reason to expect that he would be elected. The result was different from
what many had anticipated ; but tbe College testified its respect for him,
about the same time, (1780,) by conferring upon him the degree of Doctor
of Divinity. He was also, the same year, elected a member of the Board
of Overseers of the College, and held the place till 1788.
In the spring of 1792, Dr. Huntington was invited to settle at Huntingdon, Long Island ; and he actually made a journey thither before he
declined the invitation. The fact that he should have even hesitated on tbe
subject was an occasion of considerable disquietude in his own parish, and
seems to have loosened, in some degree, the cord that bound him to his
people.
Dr. Huntington continued his labours till near the close of life, though
infirmities had, for some time, been increasing upon him, and his health was
supposc'l to have suffered from repeated and severe domestic bereavements.
His death, which seemed to be the result of a complication of diseases, took
place on the 2.5th of December, 1794, in the sixtieth year of his age, and
the thirty-second of bis ministry.
Dr. Huntington was married in 1764, to a daughter of the Rev. Ebenezer Devotion of Windham, who died September 2.5, 1771. He was subsequently married to Elizabeth Hale of Olastcnbury, who survived him several
years. He had twelve children,—ten by the first marriage, and two by the
He publi.-hed a Sermon on ]\Iiific in the worship of God, 1771; and Strictures upon the sacred
etory recorded in the Book of Ksthcr: a Discourse at Newburyport in commemoration of the
Boston massacre, 1775.
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last. One of his sons, Samuel, was adopted by his uncle, the Hon. Samuel
Huntington, signer of the Declaration of Independence, and was graduated
at Yale College in 1785 ; removed to Ohio, where he became Chief Justice
of the Supreme Court, and afterwards Grovernor of the State, and died in
1817. One of Dr. Huntington's daughters was married to the Rev. Dr. E.
D. Grifiln.
Dr. Huntington published a Sermon delivered at Norwich on the vanity
and mischief of presuming of things beyond our measure, 1774 ; a Plea
before the Ecclesiastical Council at Stockbridge, in the case of Mrs. Fiske,
excommunicated for marrying a profane man, 1779 ; an Address to his
Anabaptist brethren, 1783 ; an Election Sermon, 1784 ; a Sermon at the
instalment of the Rev. John Ellis,* 1785 ; a Discourse at the interment of
Capt. John Howard of Hampton, 1789 ; Thoughts on the atonement of
Christ, 1 7 9 1 ; a Sermon on the death of Mrs. Strong, 1793 ; Calvinism
improved, (Posthumous,) 1796.
The most remarkable circumstance in Dr. Huntington's history was not
known until after his death. Among his papers was found a manuscript
volume, entitled "Calvinism improved," which contains a vigorous defence
of the doctrine of Universal Salvation. This volume was afterwards
published, though it had but a limited circulation,—much the greater part of
the edition having been consigned to the fiames by one of his daughters,—
a lady of rare excellence, who loved simple Calvinism better than " Calvinis7n improved," and whose regard for orthodoxy seems to have been an
overmatch even for her filial reverence. The system inculcated in this volume
is, however, very unlike that which now ordinarily passes under the name
of Universalism. I t recognises most of the features of old-fashioned Calvinism, but maintains that the atonement of Christ was commensurate, not
only in its nature, but in its design, with the sins of the whole human
family. Dr. Huntington had not bei^n generally supposed to hold any other
than the commonly received orthodox views, on this subject, until this
manuscript was found; though some of his brethren afterwards recollected
to have heard remarks from him, which, in the review, seemed of a somewhat dubious character. I t has been suggested that the book might have
been written as a mere trial of polemic skill; but the Preface puts it
beyond a doubt that it contains his deliberate and matured convictions.

FROM THE REV ABIEL ABBOT, D, D,
PETERBOROUGH, N . H . , November 20, 1849,

M y dear Friend: You are aware^ ^ suppose, that I have no personal recollections
of Dr, Huntington, as he died previo, o to my going to Coventry; and yet, as I
succeeded him immediately there in the pastoral office, and of course became
intimate with those who had been trained under his ministry, I had the means of
forming a tolerably correct idea of his character. You must bear in mind, however, that more than fifty years have passed, since I became his successor in
office, and nearly forty since I withdrew from the scene of his labours. But I
will task my memory as far as I can, and I may at least gather up a few fragments
which, in the absence of more extended information, may avail to your purpose.
* JOHN ELLIS was born at Cambridge, Mass., in 1727; was graduated at Harvard College in
1750; was ordained at Norwich, (Franklin,) Conn., Sept, 5, 1753; was a Chaplain in the army
of the Revolution; was dismissed in 1782; was installed at Rehoboth, Mass., March 30, 1785;
was dismissed in 1796; iind returned to Franklin, where he died Oct, 19, 1805, aged seventyeight.
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Dr. Huntington was a man of fine personal appearance, and of popular, engaging manners. His intellectual endowments also were much above mediocritj'.
His perception was quick, his memory retentive, his wit ready, exuberant, and
agreeable. He was much respected and beloved by his parishioners and friends,
and exerted very considerable infiuence in the community at large.
Many anecdotes and repartees illustrative of his good humour, were current at
Coventry long after my settlement there. One of them now occurs to me: A
neighbour of his, not remarkable for industry or energy, proposing to enter into
partnership with another neighbour of somewhat similar habits, asked the Doctor's
advice as to the expediency of the measure; and he replied very significantly—
" Partner-ships are rather dangerous ships to sail in."
Dr. Huntington was undoubtedly one of the most popular preachers of'his day.
He spoke extemporaneously, seldom writing more than a skeleton, or the principal
topics, of his discourse. During the greater part of his life, his reputation was
very high; but, as his health and strength of body and mind failed, his reputation
seemed proportionably to decline. I remember hearing Dr. Backus of Somers
express the opinion at a meeting of ministers, not long after Dr. Huntington's
death, that he possessed superior talents; and that, in the meridian of life, the
pubhc estimate of him was fully up to his actual merits, but that, in his later
days, it had fallen below it. He was not a laborious student. He had very few
books, and depended chiefiy on borrowing; but having an excellent memory, he
retained a large part of what he read.
He was favoured with a good constitution, firm health, and high flow of spirits,
for many years; and, as one of his prominent parishioners remarked to me,
would " easUy ride over all diflSculties." A few years before his death, however,
his constitution was broken by sickness, and his vigour of body and mind appeared
to fafi together.
It was not long after my settlement at Coventry that Dr, Huntington's posthumous work in defence of Universal Salvation, was published. It occasioned much
surprise and speculation in various circles; and there were circumstances connected
with it which wiU probably never be explained. One of the most important facts
having a bearing upon the case which I remember, was this:—Some time before
his death, he wrote a Dialogue on Universal Salvation, and sent it to a brother
minister, who resided at some distance, requesting his remarks upon it. The
minister, after reading it, returned it to Dr. H. through Mr, Brockway* of Columbia,
who, on delivering it to him, ventured to, ask if it expressed his real opinions.
The answer, I understood, was evasive, and to Mr, Brockway somewhat unsatisfactory. The whole affair of the publication, though it excited great interest at
the time, and still continues as matter of history, has long since ceased to be
talked about.
Afiectionately yours,
ABIEL ABBOT
•THOMAS BROCKWAY was bom in Lyme, Conn., in the year 1744; was graduated at Yale
College in 1768; was ordained pastor of the Second Society in Lebanon, (Crank,) June 24,
1772; was married to Eunice Lathrop of Norwich, December 18, 1772, by whom he had thirteen
children; and died while on a visit at Lyme, July 5, 1807, in the sixty-third year of his age,
•nd thirty-sixth of his ministry. He was small in stature, but a man of courage, and a warm
advocate for his country's independence. When the British burned New London,—as soon as
the news reached the place of his residence, he started off with his long gun, and deacons, and
parishioners, to assist in doing battle'with the enemy. He published an Epic Poem, entitled
"The Gospel Tragedy," (119 pp., 12 mo.,) 1795; also, a Sermon on "Virtue its own rowarder,"
1795; and one a t t h e ordination of Bezaled Pinneo, [who was born at Lebanon, (Crank), July
28, 1769; was graduated at Dartmouth College in 1791: studied Divinity under the Rev. Dr.
litnalley; was ordained pastor of the church in Milford in 1796; retired from official duty in
consequence of age and infirmity, in 1839; and died September 18, 1849.] One of Mr. Brockyray's sons, Diodate, was bom at Columbia, December, 29,1776; was graduated at Yale College
in 1797; waa ordained pastor of the church in Ellington, Conn,, September 19,1799; was married to Miranda Hall of Ellington, October 29, 1799, by whom he had seven children; and died
January 27, 1849. His ministry extended through forty years, though, during the latter part
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FROM THE REY DANIEL WALDO.
GEDDES, July 2, 1853.

Dear Sir: Dr. Huntington of Coventry was a native of the same parish with
myself, but he had left the place before I was old enough to be acquainted with
him; and, though he occasionally returned there to visit his friends, I am not
sure that I ever met him till after I had completed my College course. While I
was a student of Theology under Dr, H a r t of Preston, I well remember his paying the Doctor a visit; and I subsequently, after I was licensed to preach, passed
a night with him at his own house,
Dr, Huntington may be said to have been an accomplished gentleman. He
was rather above the middle height, of a slender and graceful form, and remarkable for the urbanity of his manners, I remember that much of what he said to
me, when I had the pleasure of passing a night with him, was a eulogy upon my
grandfather, who was a somewhat distinguished teacher from Boston, and under
whom he said he had received part of his early education. He seemed to have an
instinctive desire to make every body around him happy; and I should suppose
that this, with his constitutional politeness, might have rendered it somewhat
difficult for him to take the attitude of a reprover. He was, I think, eminently
fitted to be popular in general society,
The great problem of Dr. Huntington's life, as you know, was his book, which
took the world so much by surprise after his death. Of course I am unable to
throw any light upon the mj-stery—I mean, upon the fact that his views on that
subject should not have been divulged previous to his death, I remember to have
heard Dr. H a r t , with whom he was in intimate relations, say that, in a conversation with him. Dr. Huntington raised objections against the doctrine of
future punishment, professedly to see how he would answer them; and the same
thing I was informed occurred in conversations with several others of his clerical
brethren. I presume there is no doubt that his attention had long been directed
to the subject, though it was probably not till a very late period, that his views
became fixed. Had he lived a little longer, it is quite probable that he would
have openly and distinctlj^ avowed them.
Dr. Huntington was fond of pleasantry, and I used to hear many of his
remarks repeated as specimens of keen wit. A Mr, T
, who was a remarkably dull preacher, and finallj^, I believe, abandoned his profession, after preaching some time at M
d, had disgusted the people so much by his intolerable
stupiditj' and dulness, that they not only gave him leave to withdraw, but paid
him for his services chiefl}' or entirely in coppers. He had been a student of
Theology under Dr, Huntington; and the Doctor remarked to him in reference
to the coin in which they had paid him, that he had better go back and preach a
farewell sermon on the t e x t — " A l e x a n d e r , the coppersmith, has done me much
evil,"
Sincerely yours,
DANIEL WALDO.
D r . H u n t i n g t o n had a brother, Enoch, who was graduated at Yale College
in 1 7 5 9 ; was ordained pastor of the F i r s t church in Middletown, Conn.,
J a n u a r y 6, 1762 ; and died J u n e 12, 1809, aged sixty-nine.
He was a
Pellow of Yale College from 1780 till 1808.
H e was distinguished as a
of it, he had the assistance of colleagues. He was a Fellow of Yale College from 1827 till his
death. He published a Sermon at the funeral of Deacon Gurdon Ellsworth, 1803; a Sermon
at the dedication of the meeting house in Ellington, 1806; a Sermon before the Missionary Society of Connecticut; an Election Sermon, 1818; a New Year's Sermon, 1828, One of his sons,
John Hall, was graduated at Yale College in 1820, and has been a member of Congress, and
occupied other important posts iu civil life.
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scholar while in College, and in the early part of his ministry was a very
popular preacher, and had an uncommonly fine elocution. But by an attempt
to speak while suffering from a severe cold, his voice was so much injured
as greatly to impair the effect of his delivery. He continued his public
labours, however, till near the close of life. He published a Sermon at the
ordination of Elijah Parsons,* 1772 ; a Sermon at the ordination of Robert
Hubbard,! 1773; two Sermons and an Address on occasion of the death of
two sous of Mr. Benjamin Henshaw, who perished at sea, 1787; a Discourse
occasioned by the death of the Hon. Jabez Hamlin, 1791; a Sermon delivered on occasion of the execution of Peter* Starr, 1797.

THOMAS ALLEN.
1764—1810.
FROM THE REY W I L L I A M A L L E N , D. D.
NORTHAMPTON, April 16, 1856,

My dear Sir: I cheerfully comply with your request for some notices of
the life and character of my venerated father, the R E V - THOMAS A L L E N ;
and though I feel the delicacy of a son in speaking of him, on some points,
I will endeavour to give you the most impartial judgment that I am able
to form. The long period that has elapsed since his death may have
rendered me oblivious of some things concerning him ; but the material
facts of his history, and the essential features of his character, are among
the last things that can ever pass from my memory.
He was descended from an honourable ancestry of industrious, virtuous,
pious men. His earliest ancestor in this country was Samuel Allen, a
native of England, probably of Essex, who died at Windsor, Conn,, in
1648 ; whose son Samuel was one of the first settlers of Northampton in
1657, The third of the same name, was a deacon of the church in Northampton, of which Jonathan Edwards was the pastor, and died in 1739,
Next came his own father, Joseph Allen, a neighbour of Mr, Edwards, and
his steadfast friend in the struggle which he endured at the close of his
ministry here. His mother, Elizabeth Parsons, who was a descendant from
an early settler, Joseph Parsons, was an eminently pious person, and died
m 1800, aged more than eighty.
These parents had other sons deserving of record among the worthy men
of the country; as Moses Allen, a class-mate of Mr. Madison at Princeton
College, and a minister of Midway, G-eorgia, and Chaplain to a brigade,—
who was drowned near Savannah, February 8, 1779, aged thirty, in attempting to swim ashore from a prison ship, the barbarous Captain of which
refused his friends some boards for his coffin ; and Solomon Allen, minister
of Brighton, near Rochester, a pioneer preacher in a new country, the
• ELIJAH PARSONS, was a native of Northampton, Mass.; waa graduated at Yale College in
1768; was ordained pastor of the church in East Haddam, October 2S, 1772; and died in 1827,
He was a Fellow of Yale College from 1814 till 1S21,
t ROBERT HUBBAKD wag born in Middletown, Conn,, September 11, 1743; was graduated at
Yale College in 1709; was settled as first pastor of the churcli in Shelburno, Mass,, October 20,
1773; and died of consumption at Middletown, November 2, 1788, aged forty-five.

608

TRINITARIAN CONGREGATIONAL.

founder of various churches in Western New York, and a man of an apostolic character. He began to preach at the age of fifty. In earlier life,
he was a soldier in the army of the Revolution : he at last bore the title of
Major. He was the ofiicer entrusted by Col. Jamieson with the conveyance
of Major Andre, after his capture, to West Point, He died in New York,
at the house of his son, Moses Allen, in 1821, aged seventy.
My father was born in Northampton, January 17, 1743. Through a
kind and wise bequest of a grand-uncle, whose name he bore, ample provision was made for the expenses of his education at Cambridge, where he
was graduated in 1762, with a very high reputation for scholarship,
especially in the classics. Having studied Theology under the direction of
his pastor, the Rev. Mr. Hooker, he was ready to enter upon the labours
of a minister of the Grospel. Between the valley of the Connecticut and
Albany, there was then a wilderness of about eighty miles, excepting the
settlements of Sheffield, Stockbridge, and Pittsfield, and one or two
other towns in the intermediate valley of the Housatonnoc. Pittsfield
was a frontier town, in which a garrison had been kept during the French
war. The Indian name of the place was Po7itoosuc. Of this town,
he was ordained the first minister, April 18, 1764. All the houses of the
village were made of logs, excepting half a dozen ; but he lived to see it
become a rich and- very beautiful town, with nearly three thousand inhabi
tants.
He was married February 18, 1768, to Elizabeth, daughter of the Rev,
Jonathan Lee, of Salisbury, Conn,, and a descendant of the illustrious
Governor Bradford of Plymouth, Tbey had twelve children. Mrs. Allen
died on the 31st of March, 1830, aged eighty years.
At the commencement of the American Revolution, my father engaged
warmly in support of the rights and independence of his country. Twice
he went out as a volunteer Chaplain for a short time: from October 3rd, to
November 23rd, 1776, he was with the army at White Plains, near New
York, and in June and July, 1777, he was at Ticonderoga, On the retreat
of St. Clair before Burgoyne, he returned home ; but the next month, when
Colonel Baum had penetrated to the neigb])ourhood of Bennington, he
accompanied the volunteer militia of Pittsfield,—his own people,—who
marched to repel the invasion, aud joined General Stark on the 16th of
August, The next day was tbe battle. Previous to the assault of a particular intrenchment, occupied by refugees, he deemed it his duty, in the
hope of preventing, if possible, the useless effusion of human blood, to
advance alone towards the enemy, and exhort them to surrender, hailing
them from a stump, and assuring them of good treatment, in a voice distinctly heard by them ; but, being fired upon, and a bullet whistling by him,
he rejoined the militia, and was among tbe foremost who entered the breastwork. For this brave, patriotic aet, he was ever held in honour. After
the battle, he found a Hessian surgeon's horse, loaded with panniers of
bottles of wine. The wine he administered to the wounded and the weary;
but two large, square crystal bottles he carried home with him, as trophies
of his campaign of three days ;—for, on the third day,—Saturday, he
returned to his people, and preached to them on Sunday. Those bottles
were for many years preserved in his family, sometimes ruddy with wine
made from the red currants of bis own garden.
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During the rebellion of Shays, which extended to the county of Berkshire, he earnestly supported the authority of the established government
of Massachusetts. The insurgents threatened to seize him, and carry him
as a hostage into the State of New York; but he was too intrepid to be
shaken from his purpose or his duty. He slept with arms in his bedroom,
ready to defend himself against the violence of lawless men. In the new
political controversy, which sprang up after the adoption of the Federal
Constitution, his principles attached him to what was called the Democratic
or Republican party ; and he held fast to his principles, though he had few
associates among the New England ministers.
3Iy father was remarkable for the strength of those affections which constitute the charm of domestic and social life,—giving indeed poignancy to
the arrows of affliction, but also swelling in a high degree the amount of
good found in this earthly pilgrimage. After the death of his brother,
Moses Allen, in 1779, he took a journey on horseback to Savannah, out of
regard to the welfare of the widow and her infant son; and, while the war
was raging in the South, he conveyed them by water to the North, and
placed them in a happy refuge in his own house. The widow married
Elisha Lee, the brother of Mrs. Allen. My father's first born daughter,
who married William P White, a merchant of Boston, died in London,
leaving an infant unprotected by any relatives,—her* husband being then in
the East Indies. I n the year 1799, he encountered the dangers of a voyage
across the Atlantic, and brought his grandchild home to his own family.
He sailed for London in the ship Argo. On the voyage, many fears were
awakened by a vessel of force, which pursued them, and was supposed to
be a French ship. The idea of a prison in France, was, by no means, welcome. In the expectation of a fight, he obtained the Captain's consent to
offer a prayer with the men, and to address an encouraging speech to them,
before the action. The frigate proved to be British; and the deliverance
was acknowledged in a thanksgiving prayer. On his arrival in London, he
was received with great kindness by his friends, who made him acquainted
with several of the evangelical ministers of England; with John Newton
and Thomas Haweis, with Rowland Hill and David Bogue and others, from
whom he caught a pious zeal for the promotion of Foreign Missions, which,
on his return, he diffused around him. He regarded the London Missionary
Society as the most wonderful work of Divine Providence in modern times.
He was absent from Pittsfield from July 3rd to December 30th, 1799. His
return passage was boisterous, and extended to the great length of eightyfive days.
My father, during a ministry of forty-six years, was unwearied in dispensing the glorious Gospel. Besides his stated labours on the Sabbath,
be frequently delivered lectures, and in the course of his ministry preached
six or seven hundred funeral sermons. He died at Pittsfield, February 11,
1810, aged sixty-seven.
His health had been declining for several years.
As he approached the grave, he cherished a bright and joyous Christian
hope: no fears, no doubts, overclouded it. On the all-sufficient Saviour,
be rested with perfect confidence, frequently exclaiming, "Come, Lord
Jesus, come quickl'y!" Deeply impressed with a sense of his dependance
on God, he continually besought his friends to pray for him.
When
reminded of his great labours in the service of his Lord, he disclaimed all
merit for what he had done, although he expressed his persuasion that he
Vol. I.
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had faithfully preached the Gospel. When one of his children, a day or
two before his death, pressed him to take some nourishment, on the ground
that it would otherwise be impossible for him to live, he replied,—"Live?
I am going to live forever."
My father was of middle height and slender, vigorous and active; of
venerable gray hairs in his age; of a mild, pleasant, affectionate countenance ; hospitable to all visitors, and always the glad welcomer of his friends.
As he was very honest and frank, and had a keen sense of right and wrong,
and as he lived when high questions were debated, it is not strange that
those whom he felt himself called upon to oppose, should have sometimes
charged him with indiscreet zeal; but he cherished no malice, and his heart
was always kind and tender. "Simple and courteous in his manners, sincere in his communications, and just in his dealings, he set his parishioners
an example of Christian morals." " The atonement of the Divine Redeemer,
the evangelical doctrines of grace, and their application to the practical
duties of life in the various relations of society, were the favourite subjects
of his public sermons and private conversations. He explained them without the formality of logic, but with a happy perspicuity of style, and recommended and enforced them with Apostolic zeal." As he wrote out most of
his sermons in Weston's short hand, he usually, in his preaching, read
them from his notes,—but he threw into them, with but little action, great
fervour of spirit. Sometimes, in his extemporary addresses at the Communion table, his trembling voice, and kindling eye, and animated countenance, were quite irresistible.
My father published a Sermon on the death of his daughter Elizabeth
White, 1798 ; on the death of Moses Allen, son of tbe Rev. Moses Allen,
1801; of Anna Collins, 1803 ; of his son Thomas Allen, Jun., 1806 ; Election Sermon, 1808. Several of his letters on the sickness and death of his
daughter were published in the Edinburgh Missionary Magazine, 1799.
An abstract of the Sermon on the death of Mrs. White was published by
Mr. W C. Bryant, in his Saturday's Evening Post of April 5, 1856, under
the head of " A Sermon of the Last Century," as illustrating the pulpit
literature of that period. The editor says—" Mr. Allen was remarkable as
one of the very few New England clergy of his time, who were Democrats.
The funeral sermon on the death of his daughter, of which we give an
account below, was admired for its pathos, and the young men of the neighbouring country committed passages of it to memory." I t is recollected that
his own (Bryant's) mother, who lived on the mountainous ridge between the
Connecticut and the vale of Housatonnoc, was one of the intelligent young
women who thus evinced a relish for the true, the pathetic, and the beautiful : she used to repeat passages from this sermon to her little son, who
certainly did not grow up destitute of the taste, to which she would form
him.
The abstract referred to is as follows:—
" BENEFITS OP AFFLICTION. A funeral sermon, occasioned by the death of Mrs. Elizabeth White, in London, February 2, 1798, and delivered at Pittsfield, April 22,
&c. By Tho. Allen, pastor, &c."
(Text.)—" Psalm xciv. 12. Blessed is the man whom thou chastenest, 0 Lord, and teaohest
him out of thy law."
The benefits of affliction are shown under several heads: 1. As promoting a teachable temper and the Christian faith. 2. As teaching tbe vanity of the world. 3. As
softening the heart. 4. As showing us our faults, not seen in prosperity 5. As leading to serious reflections and useful meditations, and exciting to prayer. 6. As con-
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ducive to brotherly love, peace, and unity. 7. As promotive of deep humility. 8.
Of patience. i(. Submission to God. 10. As promoting communion with God and
every Christian grace. All which puiiits are enlarged upon.
In accordance with this teaching, next are added the sentiments of a Christian in
affliction, iu a few pages, beginning: " It has pleased my Heavenly Father in my journey through life to exercise me with various afflictions, painful and distressing in their
nature, but highly advantageous in their fruits and consequences, "Wants, necessities, aud straits have taught me to depend on the providence of God, O ,' how wonderftdly has He appeared for me in divers instances in supplying my wants: Let me
never distrust his care and fulness for the future, while the earth is the Lord's and
the fulne.ss thereof, the world and they that dwell therein. He bears the ravens when
they cry. aud will He not supply his children with bread ? I will trust in Him at all
times. Tlie Lord is my shcpnerd," &cThe following are a few sentences from the improvement; " Look up. Christian,
by faith and hoiie above the groans,fears, and sighs of our Egypt; above yonder urn,
which contains the dust of a friend to Mount Sion, the city of the living God. the
Heavenly Jerusalem. Come, the long-wished-for morn; roll on, ye wheels of time,
hasten the expected hour. Great Redeemer, why is thy chariot so long in coming ?
Why tarry the wheels of thy chariots? ' ' O ! happy meeting of pious parents and
children, companions here in the sufferings and duties of life; but then partners
together in the joy and triumph of that happy day, when God shall wipe away all
tears from their eyes, &c."
Then, after expressing his gratitude to God for giving him such an amiable and
excellent daughter, he adds: " Great was the trial of her faith and submission cheerfully to resign all her pleasing morning hopes of life, and give up all her agreeable
expect-ations of returning to her country aud friends; but, God's grace was mighty in
her."
He puts into her mouth, in the hour of her departure, the following words:
'' Adieu, 0 America, my dear native country; a land of light, liberty, and peace.
May you never want a succession of wise and prudent rulers and faithful teachers.
'• Adieu, beloved Pittsfield; the happy place where I flrst drew my breath, and
received my education; that rural retreat of friendship and joy."
Bulces
remiiiscitur, moriens.
"Adieu, ye dear companions of my youth; long may you live to be blessings in the
world.
"Adieu, my dear parents; the debt of gratitude I owe you is too big for words
to utter; my heart leaps for joy under its weight, and rises in thankfulness to the
Parent of all good.
"Go on, my dear father, in your good work, with renewed alacrity; and may you
gather all your dear flock in the Heavenly fold,
"And thou, tenderest of mothers, receive the parting embrace of thy flrst born
daughter. A thousand blessings on you rest; a thousand thanks I now offer you;
may you go on to form your sons and daughters for immortality.
"Adieu, my loving brothers; you will see me no more. I g9 a little before
you. Tread the paths of piety, and I hope we shall meet to part no more.
" My two remaining sisters, adieu. Hearken to the instructions I have given in my
letters to you. Wisdom is more precious than rubies, &c. Lighten the burdens of
her that bare you, console her griefs and wipe away her tears.
"And thou, my dear husband, the choice of ray youth, sailing on dangerous seas,
in remote and noxious climes, for my support and comfort, adieu.
May God
hasten your return to provide for and protect that sweet babe. Ah ! let me gather
him m my arms, let me give him a parting kiss. Dear son of thy mother, ' I lift my
dying eyes to Him who is the Father of orphans;' may He protect and bless thee, and
ia his due time send thee to thy grand-parents, as the only remains of her they loved.
Sweet babe, adieu."
" Rest, dear daughter of my hopes and my joys, from these transient tribulations,
wherewith God was pleased to exercise thee in this vale of tears. Farewell, dear
daughter! once a child of affliction, but a daughter of honour and virtue. Rest,
immortal spirit, from all the groans, burdens, and tears, of this mortal state in the
hapiiiness hoped and wished for by thee in the enjoyment of thy fTod and Saviour.
Guardian angels, ye ministers to execute the orders of Divine Providence, may you
watch her repose. O grave, keep your sacred deposit, until you shall hear Christ's
voice in the glorious morning of the resurrection, and return in slory that which is
sown iu corruption. Let instruction blossora on her tomb, and the morning dew water
it with its tears."
"
"
"
"

By foreign hands tby dying eyes were closed,
By foreign hands thy decent limbs composed,
By foreign hands thy humble grave adorn'd,
By strangers honour'd and by strangers mourn'd."
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My brother, Solomon Metcalf Allen, who derived his name Metcalf
from his grandmother, was born in 1789; was graduated with high reputation at Middlebury College in 1813 ; studied Theology at Andover ; served
two years as a Tutor in the College at which he was graduated ; and in
1816 was chosen Professor of the ancient languages, having risen to this
honour in seven years after commencing the study of Latin. He died the
next year, September 23, 1817, aged twenty-eight years. He readily
mastered the abstruse and profortnd branches of mathematical science, and
acquired the stores of classical learning. But all his fair promise was
blasted in a moment.
Some defect or obstruction in the chimney
induced him to go upon the roof of the College building in order to
ascertain the cause, when the breaking of a board which sustained him,
occasioned his fall to the ground and his death the same evening. In his
submission, he cried o u t — " T h e Lord reigneth, let the earth rejoice."
Yet he had reasons for wishing to live, which were hid from the public eye;
for he left behind him a beloved one, who was pledged to be his. In his
unquestioned faith in the Redeemer he had a treasure which he could not
lose.
Very truly and respectfully yours,
WILLIAM ALLEN.

SAMUEL EATON.
1764—1822,
FROM THE REV ALPHEUS S, PACKARD,
PROFESSOR IN BOWDOIN COLLEGE.

BOWDOIN COLLEGE, BRUNSWICK, Me,, January 18,1855.
My dear Sir: In obedience to your repeated requests, I will communicate
my impressions, obtained from personal recollections, and from other sources,
of the late Rev, SAMUEL E A T O N of Harpswell.
He lived a few miles from Brunswick ; and, while I was a member of
College, I often saw him, and heard him preach in the church where the
officers and students attended public worship. I once visited him at his own
house, and have heard much of him from his own people, as well as from
my friends who were acquainted with him. A man so marked and peculiar
could not pass away without distinct remembrance in a multitude of minds.
No clergyman of his day was better known, or attracted more notice in this
part of the State. Being a member of the first Board of Overseers of
Bowdoin College, and for a time President of the Board, he was a conspicuous object on the Commencement stage, for nearly twenty years; and his
remarkable appearance is one of the cherished reminiscences of the students
of that period. He was, I should judge, a little above the average stature,
of a large muscular frame, of full habit, and was dignified and courteous in
his manners. His entrance into the church on the Sabbath, and his somewhat stately progress up the broad aisle,—bowing, as was the custom of the
time, to the sitters on each side, always attracted attention, and was impressive. Invest an aged man, of his form and manner, in the dress of sixty
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y»ars since,—a spacious, broad-skirted coat, heavily cuffed, with wide pocket
flaps, and large sciuare collar, a waistcoat flaring in front and falling to the
knees, breeches, high shoes with large plated buckles,—the whole surmounted
with a capacious white wig and cocked hat,—and you have a figure which, in
those days, men looked at a second time, and which would now be followed
and gazed after. As he was once coming up to Brunswick, in full dress,
magisterially on horseback, and with the slow trot befitting his station and
calling, an Irishman, not long from the Emerald Isle, who was at work by
tbe road-side, caught sight of him, as he emerged from the pines South of
the College. Never having seen such an array, except on the Justices of
bis father land, and having perhaps some of his own misdeeds brought to
remembrance by the sudden apparition, the poor fellow was sadly affrighted.
He took to his heels, and ran into the house, with staring eyes, exclaiming,
"the Judges are coming ! I just saw one riding in with a wig, big as a
shape."
Mr. Eaton, son of the Rev. Elisha Eaton,* was born at Braintree, (Quincy,)
Mass., and graduated at Harvard College in 1763. After graduation, he
kept school for a few months in Scarborough, jMaine, and used to boast of
having had Rufus King, who was afterwards the distinguished statesman of
New York, among his pupils. In October, 1764, he succeeded his father in
the ministry at Harpswell. For more than a half century he fulfilled his
ministry on a scanty salary of from forty to sixty-six pounds ; and even this
meagre stipend, as it would now be regarded, ceased to be paid ten years
before his death, when he generously relinquished to his people eleven
hundred dollars, in which they had become indebted to him. A violent
storm prevented him from preaching on the Sabbath which completed the
fifty-eighth year of his service. He died November 5, 1822, eighty-five
years old.
The minister of Harpswell, whose parish embraced the whole town, had
peculiar labours and exposures to undergo. The town lies on the Atlantic
coast, off the common route of travel. I t is a narrow projection of ten miles
southward into Casco Bay, on both sides of whioh it comprises within its
incorporated limits several islands, some of them of considerable size and well
inhabited. In his pastoral visits and labours, the clergyman was often obliged
to ride several miles, and then cross inlets of the sea to preach a lecture, or
to minister comfort or aid to some sick or suffering parishioner. In addition
to his clerical duties, Mr. Eaton having experience and discernment in the
more common forms of disease, was generally applied to in sickness; and he
usually carried with him a lancet and the more common and simple medicines. If the case was likely to baffle his skill, he advised his patient to
send for a regular physician. His admirable sense, moreover, and his education, fitted him to render aid and counsel in matters of controversy; so
that he often acted as an umpire, and very often to the settling of disputes.
Seldom did his people consult a lawyer ; and it is even said that, at the time
of his death, most of the wills in the town were in his hand-writing. Thus
was exhibited in real life the portraiture which George Herbert gives of the
form and character of the true pastor. " The country Pastor desires to be
»11 to his parish ; and not only a pastor, but a lawyer also, and a physician.
* ELISHA EATON was graduated at Harvard College in 1729; was ordained pastor of a
eknrch in Braintree, May 28, 1701; resigned his charge June 7, 1760 ; was installed at Harps*«11, Me., in 1753; and died April 22, 1764, .aged fifty-five. He died of a cancer upon the lip,
TOt continued to preach till within three months of his death.
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Therefore he endures not that any of his flock should go to law; but in any
controversy, that they should resort to him as their judge. To this end, he
hath got to himself some insight in things ordinarily incident and controverted by experience, and by reading some initiatory treatises in the law, as
also by discourse with men of that profession, whom he hath ever some
cases to ask, when he meets with them." "Now as the parson is in law,
so is he in sickness also. If there be any of his flock sick, he is their
physician. I t is easy for any scholar to attain to such a measure of physic
as may be of much use to him both for bimself and others. This is done by
seeing one anatomy, reading one book of physic, having one herbal by him."
As pastor, lawyer, and physician, Mr. Eaton had great sway, which he
exercised for the most part with discretion and success. He never, however,
suffered the pastor to be forgotten in any of his relations to his people.
He was always the minister. As a preacher, he was acceptable throughout
this region. He possessed a lively fancy, had unusual power of illustration
and command of figurative language, and at times was impressive and eloquent,—particularly in extemporary passages. Many now speak of his
earnest inculcation of doctrine, or his appeals, when he would turn from his
manuscript, take off his spectacles, (a movement which indicated that something pointed or striking was to come,) and gesticulating with his glasses in
hand, utter himself with great energy and effect. Occasions are remembered
when he threw a whole assembly into tears. Plis eccentricity and humour
probably hindered somewhat the impression of his preaching abroad, but
not at home. His people, accustomed to his manner, noticed these peculiarities less, and affirmed, to the last, that no minister with whom he exchanged
pleased them so well as their own pastor, or equalled him in persuasion and
eloquence. I have also, within a few years, heard individuals in mid-life
speak from their own recollection of the awe he inspired, when he made his
customary visits to the schools to catechise the children.
Mr. Eaton was a man of strong native powers, of logical mind, of ready wit,
of a good temper, of fearless independence, of strict integrity, and of unquestioned piety. He was not distinguished for scholarship, if I may judge from
a Latin inscription on the grave stone which he placed over the remains of
his father, in which the respect cherished by a dutiful son is more conspicuous than the Latinity. He imbibed fully the spirit of the stirring times in
which he lived. He was a zealous, unflinqhing friend of liberty, and took
a deep and intelligent interest in public affairs. Throughout the Revolution
he was ever ready, both in the pulpit and out of it, to imbue his people with
earnest zeal in resisting oppression. From some of his MS discourses, it is
plain that his preaching often took its tone from tbe exigencies of the times.
I have before me a series dated July—August 1774, on Ex. x v , 11. "Who
IS like unto Thee, oh Lord, amongst the Gods! Who is like unto Thee
glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders!"—the object of which
was, evidently to encourage bis people in the conflict on which the country
had entered ; and what is especially to be noticed, on such grounds as
became a servant of God,—so distinct and emphatic a recognition of the
sovereignty and agency of God, and their dependance on His Providence
and Grace, such a holding forth of the Divine purpose and promises, and
such fidelity in rebuking all vain confidence, and such urgency in beseeching
God's people to commit themselves and the cause of the country to Him, as
we now seldom hear. He spoke as if the people of New England were a

SAMUEL EATON.

615

chosen generation through whom and for whom, if they clave to Him, God
would work wonders.
Some of his stirring and effective appeals during that struggle, in which
the influence of the clergy, throughout to its glorious result, was perhaps
quite as important as that of the civilians or of the soldiers who conducted
it, are still remembered or reported. In April, 1775, a meeting of all
capable of bearing arms in the two towns of Brunswick and Harpswell was
summoned to be held at the meeting house, a mile south of where the
College now stands, to inquire into the state of the towns for defence.
After the business had been transacted, Mr. Eaton, who was present and had
been active in earnest conversation with individuals during the progress of the
meeting, was requested to ascend the pulpit and address the people. Several
hundreds were gathered, among whom were not a few lukewarm ones, and
some who were even opposed to revolutionary measures. He yielded to the
summons, and made an eloquent appeal to their patriotism against British
oppression. His speech was so effective in exciting the spirit and temper
of the people, that in the frenzied excitement of their passions, several,
under the lead of the chairman of the meeting,—a man of overbearing,
uncompromising character, seized one who was the most prominent and
outspoken of the opposers, and who held a commission under the King,
attempted to compel him to renounce King and Parliment, and, when he
could not be intimidated by threats of violence, even proceeded to bury
him alive. A few of the more considerate, by a resolute interposition,
rescued the victim of their fury, just as they had nearly effected their
object. Soon after the burning of Falmouth, now Portland, August, 1775,
a recruiting of&cer went to Harpswell to raise volunteers. Unsuccessful in
his efforts, one Sabbath morning, he met Mr. Eaton on his way to the
meeting-house, laid the case before him, and urged him to speak to the
people on the subject. " S i r , " said the pastor, " i t is my Communion
S.ibbatb, and I must not introduce secular subjects during the day. I will
think of the matter and see what I can do. Perhaps I will invite the people to assemble in front of the meeting-house, at tbe going down of the
sun." This he did—after service he went home and to his study, and
opened his Bible to see what he could find adapted to the case. His eyes
fell on this passage,—Jeremiah XLViii., 10. "Cursed be he that keepeth
back his sword from blood." At sundown the people gathered, and with
those words as a text, Mr. Eaton addressed them from the horse block
(now standing). That night forty volunteered for the service required.
Years afterward said he to some one to whom he related this incident, " and
now they call me Tory, because I oppose tbe present war, (1812.) They
call me a sower of sedition, a stirrer up of strife, a ringleader of the sect
of Federalists : and I glory in the title."
Mr. j^aton was decidedly an original, and many anecdotes are handed
down which illustrate his peculiarities of character and his humour. Change
of manners and of society will prevent the counterpart of such an one from
appearing again, and for that reason, a just portraiture of the man in:il:es it
proper, and not below the dignity of your work, to record a few reminiscences on this point.
Like most of the clergy, he was a dei-idcd and ardent Federalist, In the
beat of the conflict between the two parties tbat divided and shook the
country, ju^t after the declaration of the war of 1812, Gov. Strong of
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Massachusetts issued a Proclamation for a Fast on occasion of the war, in
which the war was severely condemned. Mr. Eaton read the proclamation
to his congregation, as was the custom, two Sabbaths before the appointed
day. On the following Sabbath, however, at the close of the service, he
rose in the pulpit,—at once by that movement arresting the attention of
the assembly, and securing profound stillness, deliberately unfolded the
document this second time, and remarked in his peculiarly emphatic
way, closing with his never-to-be-forgotten, long-drawn ahe7?i! "My
hearers, I read the Governor's Proclamation last Sabbath, but it is so
excellent, that I feel it my duty to read it to you again, ahem!"
He then
read slowly and with emphasis, and expressed his hearty assent to the sentiments it contained.
Mr. Eaton had peculiar gifts in prayer. Occasions are still remembered
of his remarkable appositeness, pathos, and eloquence in this service. He
not unfrequently, however, allowed his own decided views of men and
measures, to give tone and expression, which many years ago were tolerated,
but would not be now. He was preaching at Freeport, a few miles West
from Harpswell, during the Presidency of Mr. Madison, when the country
v.as fired with a flame of bitter, political partisanship. In the long prayer of
tbe morning service, he is commonly reported,—and I have no doubt of the
exact truth of the statement,-—to have expressed himself thus, in reference to
the state of public affairs:—'' Thou hast commanded us to pray for our enemies ; we would therefore pray for the President and Vice President of these
United States; and for the Governor and Lieut, Governor of this Commonwealth;" and then he proceeded to supplicate for them the restraining and
guiding wisdom, which, in his view, they so much needed, and to implore
that they might be led to see tbe error of their ways. The text of his sermon
had a bearing on the degeneracy, as he regarded it, into which the country
had fallen: "Ichabod;—tbe glory is departed from Israel," (1 Sam. iv.,
21.) This was when Maine constituted a part of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts ; and it singularly enough happened tbat Lieut. Governor
Gray of Slassachusetts, on a journey in the district of Maine, was passing
the Sabbath in Freeport, and was present in the congregation, although
the preacher was not aware of it. On being asked, after service, if he
knew that Mr. Gray was one of his hearers—"No, indeed I did not,"
replied Mr. Eaton: " w e l l , he got it, and I hope it will do him good,"
or to that effect.
I n this connection, the history of his last and best wig and hat may be
introduced, as it illustrates his power and skill in conveying reproof and
instruction in prayer.
The Chief Justice of Massachusetts, with his associates on the bench, the Attorney and Solicitor Generals, and the Reporter
of Decisions, in their annual circuit, used often to arrange their journey
through the district of Maine, so as to be at Brunswick ou the Sabbath;
and, as there was no settled minister, Mr. Eaton was more than once, at their
suggestion, sent for to preach. I am constrained to say that these personages usually attended the forenoon service only, and in the afternoon continued their journey. On one of these occasions, Mr. Eaton, aware of their
practice and seeing that they were in the congregation, referred to them
particularly and properly in the prayer of the morning. He rendered
thanks for the example set by men of their position, of regard for the Lord's
Day and worship ; and prayed, that they might be inclined to unite with

SAMUEL EATON.

617

Good's people in the worship of the afternoon also. After the service had
proceeded in the afternoon, and Mr. Eaton was engaged in the long prayer, the
gentlemen who had dined a mile distant, entered and took their places.
Mr. Eaton, who had the singular habit of performing this service with one eye
open, noticed their entrance, and took occasion to offer thanks that they
had set so good an example on both parts of the day. An incident may
have contributed to this happy effect of his rather adventurous admonition.
At the close of the morning service, the travellers paused in the vestibule
of the church, in order to be introduced to the preacher. Mr. Eaton, in his
most formal and courtly manner, received them, and after the introduction
addressed them as they stood around him on the great responsibility attached
to their exalted station, and reminded them of the day, when they, too,
should be judged and must render an account of their stewardship. Several
had loitered to observe what was passing, and witnessed the scene. I have
been assured that these dignitaries received like children, the words of the
venerable minister of Christ, and were evidently moved. The Chief Justice
afterwards confessed that he had never been made to feel his own responsibility more sensibly. The gentlemen were so impressed with the fidelity and
honest boldness of Mr. Eaton and with his preaching, that, as a testimonial of
their respect and regard, they soon after, on their return to their homes,
purchased the wig and three cornered hat of the Rev. Dr. Lathrop of Boston, then recently deceased, and sent them to him. This wig was buried
with him.
His prayer offered at the ordination of the Rev. Mr. Bailey* in this town,
in 1811, I have often heard spoken of as remarkable for its fervour, eloquence, and appropriateness. A gentleman of high standing, now living in
advanced life, expressed his sense of the distinguished merit of the performance by declaring that he had never heard such eloquence in England or
this country, and characteristically added that " Mr. Eaton ought to break his
neck as he goes home; for he can never do the like again;"—much the
same compliment as the late Hon. Mr. Mason once paid to Mr. Webster,
when they practised together at the Portsmouth, N. H., bar, after a most
able and successful effort; " N o w , Webster, die."
Mr. Eaton was invited to conduct the service at the funeral of the ReV. Mr.
Gilman of North Yarmouth in 1809. The selection I may remark, showed
the estimation in which Mr. Eaton was held by the churches. His prayer on
that occasion, during which the whole crowded assembly and the preacher
himself were bathed in tears, is still referred to as illustrating his power.
The following anecdote, while it affords an illustration of Mr. Eaton's
humour, may also convey an impression of his commanding presence and dignity. He was invited, with his church, to sit in council at North Yarmouth.
When the question of a presiding of&cer arose, although that distinction had
usually fallen on Mr. Eaton, Mr. Eaton proposed that the Rev. Mr. Scottt
of Minot should be chosen Moderator. Mr. Scott insisted that Mr. Eaton
• WINTHROP BAILEY was bom at Northborough, Mass., in 1784; was graduated at Harvard
CoUegein 1807; was Tutor in Bowdoin College in 1810-11; was ordained at Brunswick, Me.,
May 15, 1811; was dismissed in April, 1814; was installed at Pelham, Mass.; was afterwards
"iumiased and was installed at Greenfield in October, 1825; and died March 16, 18.35, aged
fifty-one. He published Sermons on the character of Christ and a Sermon on the death of
Captain Isaac Newton of Greenfield, 1826. In tho latter part of his life he was a Tnitarian.
t JONATHAN SCOTT was for some time minister at Yarmouth, Nova Scotia; was installed
pastor of the church in Poland, Me., July 27, 1796; after the division of tho town, was dismissed from his original charge, and was installed pastor of the church in Minot, where he con.
VOL.

I.

78

618

T R I N I T A R I A N CONGREGATIONAL.

should receive the honour ; but Mr. Eaton urged that the compliment properly
belonged to his brother Scott. Mr. Scott argued that Mr. Eaton was better
fitted for the ofiice—" Why," said he, "there is more in Mr. Eaton's voice
and in his wig than in all I can say or do." Mr. Eaton immediately arose,
took off his wig and put it on Mr. Scott's head;—"There, Brother Scott,
you are welcome to my wig."
Mr. Eaton lived a bachelor; once saying to a visitor who had referred to his
solitary condition that, with his small salary, he could never think of asking
any lady to share his poverty with him. Two maiden sisters, however, lived
with him many years, and died under his roof, whose eccentricities, he proba,bly thought, would have made his home uncomfortable. He fully
approved of the matrimonial state for others, and was ever ready to render
his official aid. Once being called to marry a gentleman of the Law in
Brunswick, (who subsequently stood at tbe head of the bar in Maine,) he
playfully remarked, just before the service, that he always estimated the
affection of the bridegroom for his bride by the fee.
The gentleman was
greatly amused by the hit and the hint, and took care not to fall under
condemnation.
Mr. Eaton professed his assent to the theological views set forth in
Willard's Lectures on the Assembly's Catechism. He held to the Half-way
Covenant. He was decided in doctrine, and preached with discrimination
and effect. I have been told that, about the time of the controversy on the
subject of the Trinity, a party of theological students from the Seminary at
Andover were passing a vacation on the sea-coast of Maine, and chanced
to spend a Sabbath at Harpswell. They attended public worship. The
preacher discoursed on the character of Christ, and they Were greatly surprised to find in that secluded spot, and in a congregation mainly of sea-faring
men, controverted views of that subject with which they bad been tasked in
the Lecture Room of the Seminary, presented with so much clearness and
vigour, by a clergymen of whom they had never heard. His ministry was
blessed in the early part of it, by an extensive revival of religion. He was
always summoned to assist in ecclesiastical councils, in the neighbourhood,
and often at a distance. He served as a missionary in the Eastern counties of the State in 1794 and 1797. He was for six years President of
the Maine Missionary Society. After a longer service than any other
minister of Christ in this State, with the single exception, it is believed, of
a venerable servant of God, now living near Bangor, "having served his own
generation by the will of God," he died in hope and peace.
I am, my dear Sir, very respectfully,*Your friend and servant,
A . S, PACKARD,
tinued about twenty-three years. Early in the year 1819, he was obliged, ou account of
impaired health, to desist from his public labours, and he died in October following, aged
seventy-five. He published a Sermon at the funeral of the Bev. Samuel Ifoxcroft, 181)8, and
a Sermon before the Maine Missionary Society, 1808.
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JOHN MARSH, D. T>.*
1765—1821.
JOHN M A R S H was born in Haverhill, Mass., November 2, ( 0 . S.) 1742.
His father was David Marsh, a man of great integrity, and a deacon in the
church, who died at the age of about eighty. His ancestors came from
England to this country in its early settlement, and, for three generations,
they had resided at Haverhill. His mother's name, before marriage, was
Mary 31oody. She was the daughter of Cutting Moody of Newbury, whose
ancestors emigrated from Wales, and settled in that place in 1634. She
was distinguished for fine qualities of heart and mind, and lived to the age
of ninety. The subject of this sketch was the youngest of seven brothers
in succession.
He was fitted for College by the Rev. Henry True of Hampstead, N. H.,
and was graduated at Cambridge in the year 1761. He prosecuted the
study of Theology, for some time, under his pastor, the Rev. Edward
Barnard of Haverhill, who had a high reputation among the clergy of that
day. After being licensed to preach in 1765, he went to Cambridge to
prosecute his studies still further at the College. In 1771, he was appointed
to a Tutorship, and held the office till 1773. This part of his life he
always spoke of with the deepest interest, as having brought him in contact
with many of the eminent men of that period, and laid the foundation for
many valuable and enduring friendships. After refusing several calls to
settle in the ministry, he accepted one from the First church and society in
Wethersfield, Conn., and was ordained there, as successor to the Rev.
James Lockwood, in January, 1774. The ordination sermon was preached
by the Rev. Samuel Woodward,! of Weston, Mass. His charge was in
some respects peculiar, as it embraced not less than thirty individuals of a
collegiate education, and many families of the highest respectability ; but,
to a person of his refined literary taste, and highly polished manners, this
circumstance only gave additional attraction to the field of labour.

In December, 1775, he was married to Anne, daughter of Colonel Ebenezer Grant, of East Windsor. By this marriage he had seven children,—
three sons and four daughters. One of his sons, the youngest, was removed
in childhood ; another, the eldest, at the age of twenty-seven. His wife,
the daughters, and one son survived him. The surviving son is the Rev.
John Marsh, now (1849) Secretary of the American Temperance Union.
In 1^01, he was elected a Fellow of Yale College, in which office he continued about nineteen years. His appearance at Commencement till nearly
the close of life, with the venerable white wig,—perhaps the very last that
was worn in New England, never failed to attract attention and command
respect.
In ISOS, he was honoured with the degree of Doctor of Divinity from
Harvard CoUesje.
*Tenney"s I'un. Scrra.—MS. from his daughter,
t SAMCKL WOODWAIIII, a son of i:benezer W'dodwiinl, was born at Newton, Mass,, in 1726;
was graduated at Harvard College in 1748; wasordained pastor of the cluircb in Weston,
Mass,, September 25, 17ol ; and died f)ctobcr 5, 1782, aged fifty-six. " H e died greatly
beloved and lamented by the people of his charge, by his brethren in office, and by an extonsire circle of acnuaintance,"
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He continued in the regular discharge of his pastoral duties till about
1815, when he was affected with a hoarseness which rendered preaching difiicult for him, and in consequence of which be procured, for a few months, a
supply for his pulpit. The parish, after this, sent a committee to offer him
assistance, if he desired it. He answered them by expressing a wish that
they should procure for him a colleague ; and accordingly, the Rev, (afterwards Dr,) Caleb S. Tenney, was, in due time, brought i n t o take part with
him in tbe ministry. For five years and a half, during his connection with
jMr. Tenney, he preached once a month on the Communion Sabbath, and
occasionally at other times, until his decease.
In his last illness he bad great tranquillity of mind ; and he died in the
confident and joyful hope of a better life, on the 13th of September, 1821,
in the seventy-ninth year of his age. His funeral sermon was preached by
his friend and neighbour. Dr. Chapin of Rocky Hill, and another sermon,
having reference to the event, on the succeeding Sabbath, by his surviving
colleague, Mr. Tenney. Both sermons were published.
The whole number which Dr. Marsh admitted to the communion of the
church during his ministry was six hundred and ninety. A revival of considerable extent occurred in his parish, eight years previous to his death,
and another was in progress when he was called away.
Dr. 31arsh published a Sermon on the awful catastrophe of William
Beadle's murdering his family and himself, 1782 ; a National Thanksgiving
Sermon on account of the Peace, 1783 ; a Sermon at the General Election,
1796 ; a Sermon at the installation of tbe Rev. Wm. Lockwood, 1797; a
Sermon at the funeral of Col. John Chester, 1809.
I had the pleasure of an acquaintance with Dr. Marsh during the last few
years of his life, and admired his intelligence, and fine spirit, and gentlemanly bearing, though I never heard him preach, nor met him except in
private intercourse. The following estimate of his character is gathered
partly from my own observation, and partly from the testimony of his most
intimate friends.
There is reason to believe that Dr. Marsh feared God from his youth ; he
appeared to be one of those who are drawn to the Saviour by the early
instructions of devout parents ; as he used to say that he did not remember
the time when he had not a love for religion. His religious opinions were
about the same with those of Doddridge ; and probably he would have
chosen to be called a moderate Calvinist. Certainly he was far from sympathizing with the peculiar views of Dr, Hopkins, which formed a prominent
subject of controversy during a part of his ministry. He was a great
admirer of the writings of John Howe, and was well acquainted with the
best theological writers, not only of that day, but of succeeding periods.
He studied and wrote his sermons with great care. If the few discourses
which he published are a fair specimen of his compositions for tbe pulpit, it
may safely be said that his sermons indicated a much higher degree of taste
and literary culture than was common among his contemporaries ; and yet
they were exceedingly plain, and level even to the humblest capacity. In
the early part of his ministry, he had an uncommonly fine, clear voice ;
but, as age advanced, it lost in a great degree both its melody and power.
His manner in the pulpit was grave and dignified, but without much of
animation or action.

JOHN MARSH,

gOI

He had a philosophical cast of mind,—was fond of the Sciences and
Arts,—had an exquisite taste for the sublime and beautiful in natural
scenery, and kept up an acquaintance with the literature of the day. Hi.s
favourite study, however, was Theology ; the Bible was his constant companion; and he derived great enjoyment especially from his meditations on
the employments and happiness of the Heavenly world.
He was an earnest friend to the cause of education, and rendered important aid in various ways to indigent young men who were endeavouring to
prepare themselves for a course of honourable usefulness. He was a zealous patriot also, and took a deep interest not only in the establishment of
our independence, but in the successive conflicts and triumphs incident to
forming aud sustaining the government.
Perhaps the quality by which Dr. Marsh was more distinguished than any
other, was that intimate knowledge of men and things, that sound practical
wisdom, which gave him so high a reputation as a counsellor. With this
was associated a love of peace so strong as to mount up well nigh to a ruling
passion ; and in no way was his great sagacity more frequently brought into
exercise than in preventing animosities, or in extinguishing the coals of
strife. The following incident illustrative of this feature of his character
is stated on the authority of a member of his family. Two brothers, both
members of his church, men of good repute in society and past sixty years
of age, had for more than a year been engaged in a violent quarrel. Repeated
efforts had been made by individuals and church committees to effect a
reconciliation, but all to no purpose. Dr. Marsh at length determined to
take the affair into his own hands; and requested the two brothers, on a
certain day, and at a certain hour of the day, to come to his house. Both
came agreeably to invitation; but, that they might not meet in their exasperated state, he asked the one first offended to sit with his family, and took
the other with him into his study, and there he laboured with him most
affectionately and earnestly,—expounding to him his Christian obligations
and the manifold evils attending the violation of them, until tbe subduing
influence of his expostulations was felt in the expression of an entire willingness to be reconciled on scriptural principles, and in actually signiug a confession of his delinquency, which the Doctor prepared on the spot. The
dinner hour bavins; now arrived,—Dr. Marsh invited both brothers to dine
with him ; and he took care to occupy a seat at the table between them, and
to give to the conversation such a direction that they might both take a share
in it; but while the brother who had felt the magic power of his pastor's
bland and faithful directions and entreaties, seemed agreeable and lighthearted, as if he had thrown off a heavy burden, the other was silent and
sullen, as if his bosom were inhabited by nothing but malignant hate. After
dinner, the Doctor took him also into his study; and thougb, at first, such
was his bitterness and obstinacy, that the case seemed well nigh hopeless,
yet, after a while, the stout heart began to yield, and the man who, just
before, had seemed the very incarnation of malice, was ready to confess his
fault, and ask his brother's forgiveness. The Doctor then drew up another
confession corresponding to the one which his brother had signed, and asked
him to sign it,—which he did with the utmost cheerfulness. The two
brothers were then brought together, and Dr. Marsh read to them the two
articles, and then asked if tbey agreed to the terms there specified ; to which
they both nodded their assent. " T h e n , " said the venerable pastor, " b o

622

TRINITARIAN CONGREGATIONAL.

pleased to ratify the engagement by joining h a n d s . " I n s t a n t l y they grasped
each other's hands, and, bowing their heads on each others' necks, sobbed
aloud, and with choked u t t e r a n c e , simultaneously said, " B r o t h e r , will you
forgive me ? B r o t h e r , will you forgive m e ? " To which each responded,
" Yes, yes, and forever." After this convulsive emotion had subsided, they
t u r n e d to their pastor and expressed their gratitude to him for the happiest
moment of their lives. T h e y soon took l e a v e , — t h e offending brother inviting
the other to t a k e a seat in his carriage, and t h e y drove off together. They
b o t h lived to see more t h a n eighty years, and their fraternal harmony was
never i n t e r r u p t e d .
FROM MRS. L. H. SIGOURNEY.
HARTFORD, December 4, 1849.

My dear Sir: I send, at your request, a few reminiscences of the late venerable
Dr, Marsh, I had uot the privilege of acquaintance with him, until the last years
of his life, when his piety had revealed the strength of its root, both under the
cloud and in the storm, and was gathering ripeness from a near approach to the
sun that never sets.
Even now I think I see him,—his upright form, unbent with age,—the fair,
white, curled wig, that covered his head, his smile at meeting, the kindness of his
manner to all, yet the dignity that made it impossible for any to approach too near,
and his cheerful and varied conversation, which in the most refined society caused
him to be at once a favourite and an object of respect. He well understood and
regarded the delicate proprieties of life, not counting the politeness of a gentleman
inconsistent with the character of a true Christian.
I recollect particularly admiring him in the evening circle of his children and
grandchildren. There, when the period allotted for the studies of the latter had
expired, the benignity with which he entered into their sports will be remembered
in unison with the wise precepts, which he neglected no opportunity to enforce.
To enter into the pleasures of the young, and to promote the innocent happiness
of all, he did not consider as derogating from the dignity of his sacred mission.
The minuter shades of religious opinion never disturbed his philanthropy. He
did not feel himself called upon to rebuke with bitterness, or avoid as foes, those
who might differ from him in interpretation of doctrine, or form of polity. He
devoted his energies less to such discussions, than to the duties and charities of the
Gospel; not deeming an ascetic spirit the best exponent of its law of love.
His hospitality was beautiful. It was in him a Christian virtue, and not an
ostentation. Aided perfectly in its discharge by the beloved companion of his
days, who survived him, and attained the great age of ninety, cheered by the
sweetest filial attentions,—their cordial welcome will not readily be forgotten by
those who shared it. Their attention to make others happy, and their fine blending of a just economy with liberality and elegant taste, was remarked by every
guest. To strike this correct balance, with the limited salary of a Connecticut
clergyman, in a parish not remarkable for extent or wealth, must have required
no common judgment, as well as a spirit prompt to sacrifice convenience or comfort to the inspired precept,—" Be not forgetful to entertain strangers," Nothing
was wasted,—nothing overlooked or grudged,-—no burden thrown upon those
whom he loved, which his own forethought could prevent, or his own exertions
lighten.
His amiable attention to the beauties and harmonies of domestic life, did not
encroach upon, but was held in subservience to, the sacred duties of the pulpit, the
study, and parochial intercourse. The lasting effects of his example on his own
immediate family may be seen in their imitation of it, and also in the following
tender filial tribute written long after his removal from a home on earth.
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" The memory of my blessed father is still as fresh and living, as it was the
hour that he departed. I behold him passing through the changing scenes of life,
with a firm, upright, undeviating course,—the crooked and the wayward all giving
place to him, I behold him bowing with meek submission before the storm, and
hfting his head with grateful adoration for the cheerful sunshine, I seem again to
live and to act in his presence, I listen to his opinions and am guided by his
judgments;—and when I omit any of the charities of life, my heart feels his silent
monition, ]Most earnestly do I desire ever to live under the influence of his precious and holy example,"
Methinks the character of this revered servant of Christ, might be well delineated by the pen of an Apostle,—" a lover of hospitality, a lover of good men,
sober, just, holy, temperate, holding fast the faithful word,"
Very respectfully yours,
L , H, SIGOURNEY.
I t has been noticed in the preceding sketch that Dr, Marsh's eldest son,
Ebenezer Grant, died at the age of twenty-seven. H e had been a preacher
more than two years. H e died at Wethersfield on the 16th of November,
1803,
.*^ermons were preached in reference to his death by the R e v . D r .
Dana of New Haven, and the R e v . P r e s i d e n t Dwight, both of which were
published. The following notice was from the pen of D r . Dana, immediately after his death : —
"Formed by the earliest education to a studious habit, he cultivated a superior
genius by an ardent love of science. While a member of Yale College, he ranked with
the first scholars of his class. He graduated in 1795. In 1798, he was chosen instructor
in Hebrew; in 1799, Tutor; and in 1802, Professor of Languages and Ecclesiastical
History. He excelled in the learned languages, general history and ancient literature,—
especially oriental literature. His Dissertations on the ' Mosaic History of the Creation,'
'The origin of language,' and ' T h e descent of all nations from one pair,' evince
his abilities and industry. Uniting good judgment with extensive reading and a
retentive memory, he had amassed rare treasures of wisdom and science. He was one
of those practical scholars who;" lue the dictates of common sense. He had examined
the principles of the moderns &,a vvell as the ancients, observed the passing affairs of tho
world, and was particularly informed in the history of bis native State and country.
To his qualifications as a scholar, the spirit of vital piety added a lustre. Few came
forward as candidates for the ministry with such a fund of sound science. His sermons
were full of thought, written in a pure style, with just arrangement, and a proper degree
of pathos."

SAMUEL KIRKLAND.^^
1765—1808.
SAMTEL K I R K L A N D was born at Norwich, Conn., December 1, 1 7 4 1 .
The Kirkland family, as the name indicates, is of Scotch descent. The first
of the name in this country was J o h n K i r k l a n d , who settled at Saybrook,
Conn,, and who is said to have come from Silver Street, London. H e had
a son John, who was the father of ten children, of whom Daniel,
tbe
father of the subject of this sketch, was tbe youngest but one. H e
(Daniel) was born at Saybrook in 1 7 0 1 , and was graduated at Yale College
in 1720. H e was ordained pastor of tbe Third Congregational Church in
• Wheelock's Narratives,—Panoplist, III,—Lothrop's Life of Kirkland.—Young's Discourae
on the death of President Kirkland.
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Norwich, December 10, 1723. He was married to Hannah Perkins, daughter of a highly respectable gentleman in Windsor. He resigned his charge
after a ministry of about thirty years, and in 1757 was settled in Groton,
Conn. ; though he returned to Norwich in 1758, and remained there till
his death, which occurred in May, 1773. He had a high reputation as a
man, a scholar, and a minister.
Of Samuel, who was the tenth in a family of twelve children, little is
known until we find him, at the age of about twenty, a student in Dr.
Wheelock's school, at Lebanon, Conn. Here he was greatly beloved by
both his teachers and fellow students. I n 1762, he became a member of
the Sophomore class in the College of New J e r s e y ; that College having
been chosen rather than Yale, through the influence of a son of Dr. Wheelock, who was, at that time, passing through it. He held a high rank as a
scholar, during his college course, and was esteemed as a young man of
marked intellectual and moral qualities. He left College about eight
months before his class graduated, (1765,) with a view to engage in a
mission to the Indians ; but the degree of Bachelor of Arts was still conferred upon him, without regard to his previous absence. He seems to have
been resolved on becoming a missionary to the Indians, from very early
life; and, in his studies at Lebanon and Princeton, he evidently had this
constantly in bis eye. Whitefield spoke an encouraging word to him on the
subject,—which, however, only served to strengthen a purpose which had
long before been formed.
In November, 1764, when Mr. Kirkland was twenty-three years of age,
he undertook, chiefly, it would seem, under the auspices of Dr. Wheelock,
a missionary expedition to the Seneca tribe of Indians,—the most remote,
numerous, powerful, and savage of the Six Confederate Nations. On his
way he called upon Sir William Johnson, His Majesty's general agent for
Indian affairs, who resided near the place now called Johnstown, N. Y., and
who had far more influence over the Indians than any other man of his
time. Sir William had been previously apprized of Mr. Kirkland's design
to engage in such a mission, and showed biniself ready to further it by
every means in his power. Tho particulars of this adventurous enterprise
it is impossible here to relate. I t was a scene of constant hardship, of
unremitting labour, and often of imminent danger. Some of the Indians
welcomed him as if he had been a good angel from above, and others
looked at him with a jealous and suspicious eye, and were bent on getting
rid of him by putting him to death. At length, after having performed a
great amount of service among them, which seemed to be attended, in a
very considerable degree, with the Divine blessing, and after having experienced, in one or two cases, an almost miraculous preservation from death,
he returned to Connecticut, in company with one of the Seneca Chiefs, iu
May, 1766, after an absence of about a year and a half They reached
Hartford while the General Assembly was in session; and the Governor
welcomed the Chief in an appropriate speech, to which he responded, (Mr.
Kirkland acting as interpreter,) much to the gratification and admiration of
the Honourable Body. After this they made him a present of twenty
pounds, which he received with many expressions of surprise and thankfulness.
On the 19th of June of this year, Mr. Kirkland was ordained at Lebanon
as a minister of the Gospel; and, on the same day, he received from the
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Connecticut B o a r d of Correspondents of the Society in Scotland, a general
commission as an Indian missionary. H e immediately proceeded to Onei(bi,
and took up his residence in the principal village belonging to that trilie,
about twenty miles '^Vest of the Mohawk R i v e r , and fifteen South of the
Eastern end of Oneida L a k e . The reason of his selecting this place for a
residence probably was, t h a t it was not only itself a promising field of
labour, but was a central position in reference to the other Nations of the
Confederacy, of which he was expected to have some missionary superintendence ; and, in addition to this, he had formed an acquaintance w i t h the
Oneidas on his way to and from the Seneca country, and he regarded t h e m
as possessing finer moral qualities, and being more susceptible of religious
impressions, than any other of the Six Nations.
Here Mr, K i r k l a n d commenced his missionary labours on the 1st of
August, 1766, and here he continued to labour with occasional i n t e r r u p t i o n s
for more than forty years. H e soon established a Christian church, and had
the pleasure to witness the g r a d u a l enlargement of it under his ministrations.
In September, 1 7 6 9 , he r e t u r n e d to Connecticut, and on the 19th of t h a t
month was married to J e r u s h a B i n g h a m , a niece of D r . W h e e l o c k , and the
daughter of a respectable farmer in W i n d h a m . She bad been educated in
Dr. Wheelock's family, was a lady of high intellectual, m o r a l , and Christian qualities, and was eminently qualified to share with her husband the
labours and sacrifices incident to a mission among the I n d i a n s . She proved
a most efficient auxiliary to him in his work ; and from that time till the
commencement of the troubles which preceded the R e v o l u t i o n a r y war, an
abundant blessing seems to have constantly attended his labours.
Until the year 1 7 7 0 , M r . K i r k l a n d received the means of his support
immediately from D r . W h e e l o c k ; b u t a difference had arisen between t h e m
about two years before, which led t h e m both u l t i m a t e l y to think t h a t this
connection had b e t t e r be dissolved. Accordingly, in October of this year,
Mr, Kirkland went to B o s t o n , and r e q u e s t e d of tbe L o n d o n B o a r d of Correspondents in Boston, the privilege of being allowed to place himself under
their care. This r e q u e s t was favourably received by the B o a r d ; and, shortly
after, they voted him a salary of one hundred pounds a year as their missionary to the Oneidas, and t h i r t y pounds in addition, in consideration of
his having, at g r e a t pains and expense, acquired a knowledge of the principal dialects of the Six N a t i o n s , so as to prevent the expense of employing
an mterpreter. This new arrangement gave a fresh impulse to Mr, K i r k land's mission. A n d not long after it was made, it is gratifying to find t h a t
the difficulty between himself and D r . Wheelock was amicably a d j u s t e d ;
and that, though their official relations were dissolved, they rejoiced in each
other's prosperity, and were follow helpers together unto the K i n g d o m of
CrOd,
The winter of 1 7 7 2 - 7 3 Mrs, K i r k l a n d passed at Stockbridge, M a s s . ; and
in the spring of the l a t t e r year, the state of things in the I n d i a n country
tad become so t u r b u l e n t and threatening, that it was thought advisable t h a t
sbe should remain in the white settlements. She accordingly appropriated
a donation of fifty pounds, which had been made to her, not long before,
through the Boston B o a r d , — t o the purchase of a dwelling house with a
few acres of land at Stockbridge, where she rema'ined witb her children.
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receiving occasional visits from her husband, till the return of peace in
1783.
Mr. Kirkland continued to prosecute his missionary labours at Oneida,
as far as the disturbed and agitated state of things around him would permit. In the spring of 1773, Sir William Johnson, who had always manifested the utmost friendship towards him and his mission, died ; and Colonel
Guy Johnson, his son-in-law, succeeded him, as His Majesty's Superintendent of Indian affairs. He at once assumed towards Mr. Kirkland a very
different attitude from that which had so long been held by Sir William;
and endeavoured, in various ways, to prejudice the minds of the Indians
against their minister, but with little or no success. Mr. Kirkland addressed
to him a manly and respectful letter in regard to the course he had thought
proper to pursue ; and in this as well as in every other step he took in relation to the matter, was fully approved by the Board of Correspondents in
Boston.
I t is impossible to give any connected view of Mr. Kirkland's labours
and services during the war of the Revolution. His mission was virtually
discontinued, and he was often long absent from Oneida, sometimes serving
as Chaplain in the Continental army, and then again negotiating with the
Indians in behalf of tbe Continental Congress. He was especially active
in endeavouring to preserve the neutrality of the Six Nations during the war;
and, with a view to this, he made several long journeys among the Indian
tribes, and attended several councils held in Albany and various other
places. In the autumn of 1775, he had strong hopes of being able to
accomplish this desirable object; but, early in the ensuing spring, the aspect
of things became discouraging, and not long afterwards, through the influence of Brandt, the famous Mohawk warrior, and others, the worst fears of
the Colonial patriots were realized in the rejection, by most of the Indians,
of all the overtures of peace and friendship which they could make to them.
Their subsequent ravages in the valley of the Mohawk form part of the
history of the times.
In tbe years 1777 and 1778, Mr. Kirkland made one or two visits to his
family at Stockbridge, but spent most of his time among the Oneidas, and
was much employed in procuring intelligence of the designs and movements
of the enemy at Niagara, and on the Lake frontier. In 1779, he was
Brigade Chaplain, with General Sullivan, in his campaign on the Susquehanna ; and late in the autumn of that year he returned to bis family in
Stockbridge. During the remainder of the war, he was part of the time at
Fort Schuyler, and part of it at Stockbridge, and other places in Massachusetts and Connecticut. He preached to several vacant congregations in
Connecticut, and was invited to take the pastoral charge of one or two of
them, but declined.
Soon after the return of peace, Mr. Kirkland addressed a communication
to the Board of Correspondents in Boston, representing the privations and
losses to whieh he had been subjected during the war, the amount of service
which he had performed, and the strong desire of the Indians, particularly
at Oneida, that his labours might be continued among them. This communication, seconded as it was by several gentlemen of distinguished name,
as well as by a respectful and earnest appeal from the Indians themselves,
met with a favourable response;—the Board recognising a large balance in
his favour, and requesting him to continue his mission, until the Society in
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Scotland should signify their pleasure on the subject. In due time, the
Society liquidated what they considered the reasonable claim, and expressed
their desire that he would continue his labours in the same field, they
engaging to pay fifty pounds annually towards his support. In 1785, be
received a liberal grant from Congress, in consideration not only of his services as Chaplain, but of other important services rendered during the war.
And subsequently, the Corporation of Harvard College, who had beforo
contributed something to his support, voted him upwards of three hundred
poumls, from Dr. Daniel Williams' Legacy, in addition to what had before
been allowed him by the Scotch Society, in full for bis services to March,
1784. Thus he was remunerated, in a good degree, for his services and
sacrifices during the war, and provision was made for his future support.
Immediately after the Board of (Commissioners had acted upon his communication of February, 1784, and while the determination of the Scotch
Society in relation to either the past or the future was unknown to him, he
repaired, early in the spring to Oneida, and entered again with great zeal
upon his missionary labours. In 1786, an old Indian, more than seventy,
who had been blind for more than half a century,—a strong minded man,
and up to that time a bigoted Pagan, became awakened, and soon after
converted to the Christian faith; and this seems to have been the beginning of a considerable revival of religion. Great opposition, however, was
excited against the work ; and several professed Pagans, under the influence
of a young and haughty Chief, who had resided some years among the
Western Indians, not only made an openly hostile demonstration, but
actually conspired to take Mr. Kirkland's life; though, providentially, the
conspiracy was prevented from taking effect. This circumstance enlisted
the sympathies of the Indians more strongly in his behalf; and the result
was, that those who had made the disturbance, were ashamed of it, and
apologized, in full council, for their improper conduct.
Mr. Kirkland's family had remained at Stockbridge from the time that
they removed thither at the commencement of the Revolutionary troubles.
In the autumn of 1787, he made a visit to them, cheered by the recollections of God's goodness both to hira and to them, during the protracted
period of their separation. He was, however, now on the eve of a desolating affliction. In January following, his wife was taken from him, after a
brief but most painful illness. His two eldest sons were now in College,
and his other children remained at Stockbridge, under tha care of an excellent lady who had been the intimate friend of their mother. After a brief
visit to Boston, he returned in solitude and sorrow to his missionary field.
Most of the summer of 1788 he spent in a tour among the Western Nations
of the Confederacy, witb a view to ascertain and report to the Board of
Commissioners in Boston the condition and numbers of the Senecas, and
the prospects of usefulness to a missionary who should reside among them.
This journey was one of great interest, and was in several respects followed
by important results.
In 1788, the State of New York and the Indians conjointly made a grant
to ]Mr, Kirkland and his two eldest sons, of large and valuable tracts of
land in tbe neighbourhood of Oneida; of a part of which he took possession in 1789, building upon it a comfortable log-house.
In December, 1790, he went l>y the urgent request of several Indian
chiefs, as well as distinguished individuals among the white people, to Phila-
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delphia, to aid the Senecas in making some communications to Congress, in
respect to tbe introduction among them of the arts of civilized life. He
succeeded not only in accomplishing the desired object of his mission, but
in instrumentally accomplishing another which he deemed, still more important, namely, the conversion of a celebrated Chief, Cor?iplanter, to the
Christian faith.
In 1791, he was occupied in making a census of the Six Nations ; and, in
the course of the year, he completed " A Statement of the numbers and
situation of the Six United Nations of Indians in North America," and
sent a copy of it to the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, of which
body he had recently been chosen a member. In the winter of 1791-92,
by request of the Secretary of War. he conducted about forty Chiefs and
warriors,—a complete representation of Five Nations, to Philadelphia, with
a view to consult with Congress on the best method of introducing the blessings of civilization among them ; and also with an ulterior view of preserving peace between the Indians and the United States. This visit had the
desired effect; and not only secured to the United States the friendship of
the Six Nations, rendering them mediators between the Federal Government and the Western Indians, but also secured to the Six Nations an
increased degree of favour from the Government in the promotion of education and civilization among them. Mr. Kirkland returned to Oneida in
May, satisfied with the result of his mission, but glad to get back to his
accustomed field of labour.
In October, 1791, he removed his family from Stockbridge to Oneida,
when they took up their abode in a log house which he had erected for their
accommodation.
Being unable to superintend the removal of the family
himself, it was effected under the direction of his son, John Tho7'nton, who
had graduated at Harvard College in 1789, and who passed the winter in
the wilderness, in charge of his father's domestic affairs. After his return
from Philadelphia in May, he spent the summer in the discharge of his
missionary duties, and in co-operating with the government of the United
States in carrying into effect a plan for the instruction of the Indians in the
arts of civilized life. In August of this year, he went to Hanover, taking
with him a distinguished Indian Chief, 07io7idego, to attend the Commencement at Dartmouth College,—his son, George Whitefield, being one of the
graduating class. From Hanover he proceeded to Boston to confer with
the Commissioners in regard to his plan of education ; but, owing to the
absence of a part of the Board, and some other adverse circumstances, he
was able only partially to accomplish his object.
He returned to Oneida
the beginning of October, and resumed his missionary labours, in which he
found fresh encouragement from an increased degree of attention to religion.
As he was riding from his residence near vidiat is now Clinton village to
Oneida to preach on Sunday morning, a small branch of a tree which he
was endeavouring to push out of the way, struck him directly in the ball
of the eye. He was not aware at first of having received a serious injury,
and for some time continued his labours as usual; but, after about two
months, both his sight and health were so much affected that he went, by
advice of his physician, to consult some distinguished oculists in New York
and Philadelphia. He experienced considerable benefit from bis journey,
and from the medical advice he received ; but he never fully recovered his
sight, and not unfrequently suffered severe pain in the wounded eye.
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It had long been a favourite object with Mr. Kirkland to establish a high
school or an academy in the vicinity of Oneida and contiguous to some
English settlement, at which both English and Indian youth might be educated. In his journey to New York and Philadelphia, he did much in aid
of this object; and, as the result of a conference with the Governor and
Regents of the University at New York, he took the initiatory steps towards
procuring a charter for the institution. The charter was granted in 1793,
and the institution incorporated under the name of Hamilton Oneida
Academy. He subsequently made to the institution a valuable donation in
lauds. This Academy went into successful operation, and exerted a powerful and benign infiuence on the whole surrounding region. In 1810, it was
elevated to the rank of a College. The agency tbat Mr, Kirkland had in
the original establishment and subsequent growth of this institution, would
of itself justly entitle him to a place among public benefactors.
In January, 1794, a communication was addressed to the Board of Commissioners, from Oneida, by eleven Chiefs, " i n behalf of the nation,"
charging j\lr. Kirkland with various delinquencies, and requesting that he
might be removed from his place. In consequence of this, the Board
sent Dr. Belknap and Dr. Morse, as a committee to Oneida, in the summer
of 1796, to investigate the charges. On their return, they reported favourably to Mr. Kirkland ; and he subsequently addressed a communication to
tbe Board, containing various explanations with which they were entirely
satisfied.
In September, 1795, Mr. Kirkland was thrown from his horse, and for
some time was rendered insensible by the violence of the shock. For five
or six years immediately following, he suffered severely from the effects of
the fall, and his constitution now began manifestly to give way.
In 1796, he was married to Mary Donnally, a lady who had long been
intimate in his family, and who had often had the charge of his children
and household in Stockbridge. She proved a rich blessing to him, and
enjoyed in a high degree the affectionate confidence of his children. She
died at Clinton, August, 1839, aged eighty-four.
In the spring of 1797, he received notice that the Honourable Society in
•Scotland had dissolved the connection which had so long existed between
him and them, without, however, assigning any particular cause for the
measure. In 1799, in consequence of the failure of his son, George WhiteHeld, who was extensively engaged in commercial speculations, and for whom
he had become bondsman, be was stripped of all his property, with the
exception of his homestead farm, and involved in pecuniary difficulties which
followed him to the close of life. In 1805, bis youngest son, Samuel, died,
in Boston; and in 1806, his son, George Whitefield, in Jamaica. But he
endured these complicated trials with great fortitude and submission to the
Divine will.
Mr. Kirkland was not reappointed by the Society as one of its missionaries ; and the circumstance of bis removal, which seems never to have been
satisfactorily explained, was among the sorest trials of his life. He, however, continued to labour among the Indians, according to his ability, and
he exerted great influence over tliem to the last.
^Ir. Kirkland died after a brief illness, on the 28tli of February, 180S,
His remains were carried to the village cliurch at Clinton, where a sermon
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was preached b y the R e v . D r . Norton, and then deposited in a grave near
his dwelling, where they still rest.
M r . K i r k l a n d had six children,—three sons and three daughters. Two of
t h e sons, as has already been stated, graduated at College, and one of them,
John Thornto7i, was t h e late P r e s i d e n t of H a r v a r d University.

FROM THE REV ASAHEL S. NORTON, D. D.
CLINTON, July 25, 1849,

My dear Sir: I cheerfully comply with your request for my recollections of the
Rev, Samuel Kirkland, the well known missionary among the Indians. You will
not, however, considering that I am now at the advanced age of eighty-three,
expect any other than the most general account of him,
I found him a resident of this place when I came hither myself in 1792, The
Indians had given him a lot of land, of two miles square; and, if I mistake not,
the grant was confirmed by the government of the State, He was my near neighbour from that time till his death. W e often visited at each other's houses, and
I was on terms of intimacy with him and his family.
In person Mr. Kirkland was rather below the middle size; and when I knew
him, he was somewhat inclined to corpulency. His countenance was expressive
at once of intelligence and frankness. His intellect was vigorous and manly,
and his attainments such as might be expected from one who had improved well
the advantages of a liberal education. He possessed fine social qualities, and
abounded in anecdotes, which served greatly to enliven his conversation. As a
preacher, I can say but little of him, as I do not remember to have heard him
preach in English, As, however, most of his public services were in Indian, he
probably never attained the degree of eminence in preaching in the English language, which, under other circumstances, he might have reached. His religious
views were strictly in accordance with the prevailing orthodoxy of his time, as
illustrated by the Westminster Assembly's Shorter Catechism, He seemed to me
to possess a truly devotional spirit, and to be sincerely attached to the interests of
Christ's Kingdom,
I think he had no very high estimate of his own success as a preacher among
the Indians, especially during the latter part of his life, I recollect to have
accompanied to his house D r . Belknap and Dr. Morse, who had been deputed by
the Scottish Board of Commissioners to make some inquiries in respect to his
mission, and to have heard him sajr to them that he believed that, for several preceding years at least, little had been accomplished for the benefit of the Oneida
tribe, and that he did not then recollect more than three sober men among them,
I, however, afterwards heard Judge Dean, the well known Indian Agent, express
a more favourable opinion.
Mr, Kirkland, during his life, was brought into extensive intercourse with
many of the most prominent men of the country. This circumstance contributed
not a little to enlarge his views and information, and to render him an agreeable
and instructive companion to persons of all classes.
His death occurred suddenly. He had been in his usual health during Saturday, but on Sunday morning I was informed that he was seriously ill, and, shortly
after, called at his house. He seemed to have been partially paralyzed, I offered
a prayer at his bedside; and when the prayer was concluded, he inquired for
what sick person Mr, Norton had been praying ; and when he was told that it
was himself, he declared that it was impossible, and could not be reasoned out of
his conviction, I remained with him as long as I could before the morning service,
and on my arrival at the meeting house was met with the tidings that he had just
expired,
I am truly yours,
ASAHEL S. NORTON.
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TIMOTHY STONE.=*
1765—1797.
TIMOTHY STONE was a descendant of the Rev. Samuel Stone, a clergyman of the Established Church of England in the latter part of the reign of
Elizabeth. Being himself a Puritan, he had six sons who migrated to
New England, to avoid the persecutions to which their principles exposed
them. One of these was Samuel Stojie, the colleague of Thomas Hooker,
at Hartford. Johi, from whom descended the subject of this sketch, was a
resident of Salem in 1636, but subsequently removed to Guilford, where he
worked at his trade as a mason. His son, Nathaniel, known as Lieutenant
Stone, was a man of considerable standing and influence in his neighbourhood. Nathaniel's youngest son was Timothy, still more distinguished than
the father,—a man of great personal dignity, and very considerable natural
eloquence. He held some important offices in the State, commanded a regiment of militia, and was deacon of the church in Guilford. He had ten
children,—the youngest but one of whom was Timothy, whose mother's
maiden name was Rachel Norton, and who was born July 23, ( 0 . S.,) 1742.

He was fitted for College under the instruction of the Rev. Thomas
Ruggles, minister of the parish in which he was born. He entered Yale
College in 1759, and was graduated in 1763, having held a high rank in his
class as a scholar. After his graduation, be taught a school for some time
in North Branford, where the Rev. Mr. Merrickt was pastor. He used to
relate the following anecdote as an illustration of the magisterial manner
which ministers at that day assumed towards their parishioners:—A refractory
boy in Mr. Stone's school was corrected, and the father manifested his
displeasure towards the instructor by keeping the boy at home. The
worthy minister sent for the father, and he dared not disobey the summons.
Mr, Merrick reprimanded him with great severity, saying,—"You teach
rebellion in Mr. Stone's school—it shall not be so—I will have you know that
I will put my foot on your neck—this rebellious spirit shall not be tolerated;" and the rebuke was quietly submitted to, and had its desired effect.
Mr, Stone received his first permanent religious impressions during his
college life. I t was in consequence of witnessing the awful death of a classmate, who had been notoriously wicked and profane, and who did not cease
his blasphemy till he lost the power of utterance. He was filled with
horror at hearing these imprecations of a dying man, and afterwards found
no rest to his spirit, till he found it, as he believed, in a cordial acceptance
of the Gospel offer
Mr. Stone hesitated, for some time, in the choice of a profession, but
finally resolved to enter tbe ministry. He spent a year in the study of
Theology under the direction of the Rev. Mr. Brinsmadel^ of Judea, (now
Washington,) Conn.; and in turn instructed Mr. Brinsmade's son, the
late Judge Brinsmade of Washington. He was licensed to preach at Guil* U.S. from his son.
t JoxATHAN MERRICK was graduated at Yale College m 1125; was orihunod uiiniFtcr of the
second pmisli in Branford in 1727; was a nicinbcr of tho C^oriMjnUionof \u\v College from 17(53
to 1760; and died in 1772,
JIiAM);i, BiiiNSMADE was graduated at Yale Ci.llcgi^ in 174.'); was ordained pastor of the
church in Washington in 1749; and died in 17'.'J.
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ford, by the New Haven Association, September 24, 1765,—a fortnight
after the death of his father.
After he was licensed, he preached for some time in Hanover, the North
society of Lisbon, Conn., and might have settled there, but that his health
was then too imperfect to warrant it. In the autumn of 1766, he went to
Lebanon, (Goshen,) to preach as a candidate, having been recommended by
his old minister, Mr. Ruggles, to Dr. Williams of Lebanon. The ecclesiastical condition of Goshen was, at tbat time, altogether unpromising. After
the Rev. Jacob Eliot, the first minister of that parish, had become too
infirm to discharge the duties of his office, the people were, for a while,
duped by a miserable impostor. An unprincipled and vicious fellow obtruded himself upon them, and, by preaching excellent sermons, every one of
which was stolen, he caused tbe tide of public opinion temporarily to run
high in his favour. His character ultimately became known, and he was
obliged to leave; but he was the occasion of introducing serious divisions
into the parish. Things were in this unhappy state, when Mr. Stone commenced his labours ; and his health also was so feeble that it was only by a
constant resort to the saddle, that he was enabled to sustain himself in the
discharge of his ordinary duties. At the time of his going to Goshen, the
Trustees of Yale College had resolved to apppoint him Tutor, as an associate of Stephen Mix (afterwards the Hon. Judge) Mitchell; but Dr.
Williams of Lebanon, being one of the Trustees, prevented the appointment
from actually being made,—urging as a reason the probability thathe might
be instrumental in saving tbe parish of Goshen from ruin.
After supplying the pulpit at Goshen for eight or nine months, he was
unanimously invited to tbe pastoral charge of the society. There were some
few individuals to whom his Calvinism was somewhat distasteful; yet such
was their estimate of his character, that they were not averse to receiving
him as their pastor. He accepted the call, and was set apart to the pastoral
ofiice, September 30, 1767, when he was a little more than twenty-five years
of age. The Rev. Amos Fowler of Guilford preached. Dr. Williams of
Lebanon gave the Charge, and Mr. (afterwards Dr.) Salter of Mansfield,
gave the Right Hand of Fellowship.
On the 6th of December, 1769, Mr. Stone was married to Eunice,
daughter of the Rev. Dr. Williams of Lebanon. The day after the wedding, the new married couple went to their house, which was completely
furnished, and the whole society met and gave them a grand entertainment.
Mr. Stone's health was now much improved; he was universally respected
and beloved by his parishioners; and, shortly after, there was a considerable revival of religion under his labours, in consequence of which his church
was not a little strengthened.
His prospects, however, were quickly clouded by the opening scenes of
the Revolution. Not only was the general agitation that pervaded tbe
public mind altogether unfavourable to the influence of the Gospel, but the
unsettled state of the currency, and its great and sudden depreciation, rendered it extremely difficult for ministers to obtain an adequate support for
their families, and, in some instances, they were reduced almost to starvation. Mr. Stone, though his salary was originally one of the largest of that
day, and withal he had some private property, was yet not a little embarrassed by this untoward state of things; though some of his parishioners
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afterwards.volunteered to make up, in some measure, the losses which he
had sustained.
Some years after his settlement, the old meeting house was found inadequate to the accommodation of the people, and the project of building a
new one was started.
But there was a material difference of opinion as to
the best site for the new house ; and the result was that, after a somewhat
severe and protracted quarrel, nearly half of the parish withdrew, and
formed the new society of Exeter. For many years the state of feeling
between the two societies was not a little embittered; but so remarkably
discreet was Mr. Stone in all his management, that he fully retained the
good will of those who formed the new congregation, and his services, in the
way of exchange, were always acceptable to them to the close of his life.
About the year 1790, Mr. Stone preached the " Concio ad Clerum" at Yale
College, the evening before Commencement; though such was his modesty,
that he consented to do it not without great reluctance. In 1791, he was
appointed by Governor Huntington, as Dr. Dwight's alternate, to preach
the Election Sermon. This was a still severer trial to his modesty ; and
had it not been for the influence of his wife, he would have peremptorily
declined it. Through her importunity he was induced to undertake the
service; and in 1792, he acquitted himself before the Legislature with high
honour.
At the time of his settlement in Goshen, the church of which he became
the pastor, was in the habit of using what was known as the " Half-way
Covenant;"—that is, of admitting to Baptism the children of parents who
professed a belief in Christianity, and were not immoral in their lives,
though they did not partake of the ordinance of the Supper. Mr. Stone
was dissatisfled with this from the beginning, though he submitted to it for
a while. At length, however, he became so thoroughly convinced that it
was not only unscriptural, but of very dangerous tendency, that he refused
to continue the usage. Some few of the people were dissatisfied, but, after
a short time, there was a general acquiescence in his decision.
The town of Lebanon, from a principle of economy, had sold the town
paupers at public auction to those who would support them at the lowest
price; and each person who would underbid the one who had preceded him,
was treated witb a glass of rum. The consequence was that the poor were
liable to be left to the care of very unfit and unmerciful overseers.
Mr.
Stone, indignant at this state of things, preached to his people on a Fast
day, with great plainness and solemnity from the t e x t — " I s this a Fast
that I have chosen," &c. He boldly remonstrated against the flagrant
iniquity, and told them that Providence might very easily, and he believed
would, lay upon them a much heavier burden in supporting the poor, than
they had yet bad to endure. His prediction was almost immediately fulfilled,
by a great increase of the bill for medical attendance on the paupers.
At the close of a summer, the dysentery prevailed extensively in his society,
and was, in a number of instances, fatal.
When the disease had disappeared, the young people of tbe parish made avrangements for a dancing
party in the immediate neighbourhood of Mr. Stone's bouse. The circumstance was not made known to him until tlie afternoon preceding the evening
on which the bull was to take plact^ He was deeply alicctcd liy it, csjiecially in consideration of God's aflBicting liand having been so recently withdrn.vn from them. He resolved, as it was too late to defeat the jdan in
VOL. I.
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any other way, to make a bold push, and go to the room, after the assembling of the party. He did so; and when they saw him enter, they were
struck with astonishment. He immediately made an address to them, so
conciliatory and affectionate, and yet so solemn, that they had not a heart
to proceed in their amusement; and, though some few complained of it as
an unreasonable interference, the mass of them professed to be well satisfied
with the result.
Mr. Stone was universally allowed to be one of the best farmers in the
town, and withal a remarkable judge of the value of horses. Still he would
never purchase a horse for himself, but always employed some judicious
and honest person to purchase for him. On his applying to one of his
people for aid in such a matter, he received for answer—"Why you know
the value of a horse far better than I do." " But," said Mr. Stone, "even
if that be so, I am a clergyman, and I do not wish any body to call me a
horse jockey."
Mr. Stone's health, though never remarkably firm, was, during the greater
part of his ministry, so good as to allow him to labour without embarrassment or interruption. In the year 1792, he was attacked with violent
rheumatic pains, which, after having often removed from one part of his
body to another, became, in two or three years, permanently settled in the
small of his back and in his loins. Notwithstanding he suffered severely,
even in rising from his chair, he was able, for the most part, to walk a short
distance to the place of worship, and perform the stated service of the
Sabbath. Until a few weeks before his death, hopes were entertained that
he might gain some relief; but it was suddenly found that the springs of
life were giving way. His friends. Dr. Hart of Preston, Rev. Mr. Robinson
of Southington, and some others, visited him in some of his last days, and
found him in possession of the peace that passeth understanding. He
died on the 12th of May, 1797, and his funeral was very numerously
attended on the 16th,—the sermon on the occasion being preached by Dr.
Hart from Hebrews x i i i , 7, 8. I t was published.
The following is a list of Mr. Stone's publications :—A Sermon on the
nature and evil of Selfishness, 1778. A Sermon on the death of Madam
Faith Trumbull, wife of Governor Trumbull, 1780. A Sermon at Hartford
on the day of the Anniversary Election, 1792. A Sermon at the ordination
of Lathrop Rockwell,* 1794.
Mr. Stone had a son, Timothy, who received the degree of Master of
Arts from Yale College in 1804 ; was settled in the ministry at Cornwall
in 1803 ; was dismissed in 1827 ; and died in 1852.
FROM THE REV DANIEL WALDO,
GEDDES, November 4, 1851,

Dear Sir: I cannot say that I was very intimately acquainted with the Rev.
Mr. Stone, and yet I think I have a pretty good knowledge of his character. He
was passing oflP the stage at the commencement of my ministry, but he assisted
in licensing me to preach, and I remember to have heard him preach, as well as
to have preached for him. He undoubtedly had the reputation of being among
the ablest ministers of Connecticut at that day, I well remember the high estimate of him wliich was often expressed by his brethren in the ministry, and the
* LATHROP ROCKWELL was graduated at Dartmouth College in 1789; waa ordained pastor of
the church in Lyme, Conn., June 15, 1794; and died in 1828.
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respect aud reverence which were manifested towards him by the community at
large.
Every thing about Mr, Stone seemed in a high degree symmetrical. He bad a
fine, well-proportioned form,—rather above the common size, and a countenance
which easily lighted up into a benignant smile. You would be impressed at once
with his great natural amiableness; and when he began to converse, you would
see that there was intelligence of a high order, as well as benignity. He was
entirely cheerful in his intercourse, but as far as possible from any ai)proach to
frivohty. His mind seemed always to be teeming with useful thoughts, and jdans
of doing good; and he was always eager to secure the co-operation of other
minds, as he had opportunity. His judgment was unusually sound, and he never
betrayed any thing like a tendency to extremes. No man was more firm than he
to his honest convictions of d u t y , and none more careful to avoid giving needless
offence.
His preaching always secured great attention. He was earnest and impressive,
but not noisy or boisterous. You felt, as you were listening to him, that he was
deeply sensible of the importance of the truths which he was delivering. His
manner had a good deal of uniformity. His style was simple and transparent;—
iind, though he frequently reasoned in the pulpit, and with no inconsiderable
force, yet he never strayed into the regions of metaphysical abstraction. In his
Theology, he was regarded as somewhat of a Hopkinsian; but he was, by no
means, offensive to the old-fashioned Calvinists. His preaching was generally
highly practical, though he kept constantly in view what he regarded the leading
truths of the Gospel. He was an earnest friend of revivals, while yet he had no
sympathy with fanatical excitements. I remember to have heard him preach a
sermon on the text, " W h a t advantage then hath the J e w , " &c,, which showed
great clearness, as well as strength of mind, and proved him a workman t h a t
need not to be ashamed. He spent his life in a small country parish; but he
was capable of adorning any station, as a minister, in which Providence might
have placed him.
Very sincerely yours,
DANIEL WALDO.

EBENEZER BALDWIN*
1766—1776.
FROM THE HON, SIMEON BALDWIN,
JUDGE o r THE SUPREME COURT OP CONNECTICUT.

NEW HAVEN, October 8, 1849,

Dear S i r : A t your request, I send you the following sketch of the life
and character of my brother, the late R E V . E B E N E Z E R B A L D W I N of Danbury, for your contemplated work.
Ebenezer Baldwin was born at Norwich on the 3d of J u l y , 1745. H e
was the son of Ebenezer, who was the son of Thomas, who was the son of
John Baldwin, the ancestor of the Norwich family. He doubtless came
from England, with the P u r i t a n emigrants, many of whom were of the
same name, from the counties of Bucks, S u r r y , and K e n t , who accompanied
• Chancellor Kent's Phi Beta Kappa Address.
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their pastors, tne Rev. Messrs. Davenport, Prudden, and Whitfield, and
settled the Colony of New Haven.
The parents of young Ebenezer, who were both pious, belonged to the
denomination designated at that day as "New-Lights."
They were not,
however, ultra in their opinions, but maintained the doctrine of the orthodox Calvinistic faith. They anxiously prayed that this, their eldest son,
might become a minister of the Gospel, and he early showed a disposition
to gratify their wishes, and earnestly begged for an education suited to that
object. With this view, he was sent to pu,rsue his studies preparatory to
admission into Yale College, under the direction of his maternal uncle, the
Rev. Nehemiah Barker* of Southold, Long Island. In the year 1759, at
the age of fourteen, he was admitted a Freshman in Yale College; and,
having formed a determination to devote his life to the ministry, he pursued
with ardour the study of the learned languages, particularly the Greek and
Hebrew, as the original channels of revealed truth. But he did not neglect
those other studies which the taste of the times rendered necessary for a
liberal education. He made such proficiency in Mathematics, Astronomy,
and Natural Philosophy,—for which President Clap was particularly distinguished, that he became a favourite pupil of the President, and under
his guidance became expert in the calculation of eclipses and of the revolutions of comets, several of which calculations, with the diagrams, are now
in my possession. The admirable Essay of President Clap on terrest7-ial
comets was saved by means of a manuscript copy taken by Mr. Baldwin,
and published since his death. The original, with other valuable manuscripts of the President, was destroyed by the British troops under General
Tryon, when they took possession of New Haven in 1779.
Mr. Baldwin received his degree of Bachelor of Arts in 1763, on which
occasion he delivered a Salutatory address in Latin. Immediately after he
was graduated, on the recommendation of the Faculty of Yale College, he
was associated with scholars of the first distinction, as an instructor in an
academy of high standing in Hatfield, Mass. He soon became the Principal of the institution, and so continued until he was called to the office of
Tutor in Yale College, in 1766. Yale College had, for some time previous,
been regarded with disfavour by many civilians in the State; and the students, having become dissatisfied with the Faculty and their course of
instruction, had petitioned the Corporation for their removal, and most of
them had retired from the College and gone home. The President and
Tutors, who, with the Professor of Theology, then constituted the entire
Faculty of the College, thereupon resigned their offices. This was a period
of peculiar interest in the history of the College. A new era, for better or
for worse, was about to commence. Dr. Daggett, the Professor of Divinity,
was constituted by the Corporation President pro tempore, and Ebenezer
Baldwin, Stephen Mix Mitchell, and Job Lanc,t were appointed Tutors.
* NEHEMIAH BARKER was gr.aduated at Yale College in 1742; became a pastor at Southold
in 1756; and died March 10, 1772, aged fifty-two.
t JOB L \ N H was born in Bedford, Jhiss., in the year 1741, and was graduated at Yale College
in 1764. Ilia father died, when he was quite young, leaving him without a sufficient patrimony
to defray the expenses of a public education. After serving as it soldier, during more than one
camp.iign in the French war, he was en.ablcd, by the assistance of his friends, to obtain a collegiate education. He studied Theology and eomuienccd preaching with the uio.st promising
prospects, lie was, however, called to the Tutorship in Yalo College in 176(>, and held it till
his death, which occurred on the 16th of September, 17fiS, in the twenty-seventh year of liis
age. President Daggett, in December succeeding his death, preached a sermon couuucniorative
of him, in the College Chapel, which was published. In it he says,—" lie was one of the best
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Speaking of them in the memoir of his own life. Judge Trumbull says,—
»They were three very respectable gentlemen and accomplished scholars.
After vacation the students again assembled, and order was soon re-established*.
The management of the institution fell almost entirely into the hands of
the Tutors. They encouraged the study of the English grammar and
language, and excited attention to composition and oratory." They thus
laid the foundation of a more extensive introduction of belle lettres studies
in connection with the more solid branches of a good education, by a succession of distinguished Tutors who followed them. By their exertions the
standard of education was raised, and the Presidency of Dr. Daggett
became distinguished in the annals of the College for the many eminent
men whom it produced.
During his connection with the College, Mr. Baldwin united with his
brother Tutor, Mr. Lane, in making up a purse fo procure a library from
London. The money was sent with directions by a young gentleman who
was going to England for Episcopal ordination. He executed his ol'ders
with great faithfulness and economy, and procured excellent libraries of
rare books in Theology and classical literature. Mr. Lane died before the
arrival of the books, and Mr. Baldwin became by purchase the proprietor of
the whole, obtaining thereby a library far more extensive and valuable than any
of his contemporaries possessed. He did not neglect its use, and soon
became distinguished among his associates for his high attainments in classical literature and Theology. His theological studies were pursued under
the guidance and instruction of his friend. President Daggett, who was an
able and learned Divine. During the four years that he remained in of&ce
as Tutor, he became associated with several gentlemen as his fellow Tutors,
who attained distinction in after life. Among them were the Rev. Joseph
Howe of Boston, Rev. Dr. .Wales, Professor of Divinity for many years in
the College, and Hon. Stephen Mix Mitchell, formerly Chief Justice of the
State of Connecticut. H e was licensed to preach by the local Association
during his connection with the College as Tutor, which office he resigned in
1770, and in October of that year was ordained as the minister of the First
Society in Danbury.
About the time that Mr. Baldwin was settled in Danbury, the assumed
power of the British Parliament to bind the Colonies by their acts in all
cases, and the measures of the British government respecting the Colonies,
produced a general alarm, and became the subject of universal discussion, as
threatening the liberties of the people, both civil and religious. Not only
were the civilians alarmed, but the clergy, the descendants of the emigrant
Puritans, who were persecuted at home, and fled to this country to enjoy
in peace both their civil and religious privileges, now claimed it as their
duty to come forward boldly in defence of their rights. And while contemplating and endeavouring to enforce the sublime idea that all men are endowed
by their Creator with certain inalienable rights, and that among them are
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, they found among ourselves,
geniuses amd a close student; had a singularly clear discerning, and penetrated deep into subJMtg: his views were extensive, and his judgment remarkably good and aobd for his years.
Bis natural temper was steady and calm; his disposition friendly, courteous, and benevolent;
h«d Bade great proficiency in the various branches of learning for his years; while all his
fining attainments were adorned with a most agreeable modesty. His life exemplified religion,
«Bcl gave aubstantial evidence of unfeigned piety towards God. He well understood the Gospel
Klieme, the doctrines of grace, was fixed in the belief of them, and well able to defend them
>g»iMt all objections "
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that these self-evident truths were disregarded in a long established system
of negro slavery. To remove this beam from our own eyes, that we might
see more clearly to remove the mote from our brother's eyes, Mr. Edwards
of New Haven, (afterwards Dr. Jonathan Edwards, President of Union
College,) and Mr. Baldwin, by agreement, addressed the public in a series
of Essays. While yet a Tutor in College, Mr. Baldwin had attended as a
delegate, and officiated as Scribe of the council that ordained Mr. Edwards
in the ministry at New Haven. They became intimate friends; and as
they harmonized in sentiment on the great questions of public liberty, which
then agitated the country, so also were their opinions in unison in regard to
the unlawfulness of slavery. Their Essays on that subject, which were
published alternately in Green's paper in New Haven, in the years 1773 and
1774, excited much attention, caused many emancipations, and contributed
to produce a course of measures, which eventually abolished slavery, not
only in Connecticut, but in all the Northern States.
In the year 1774, Mr. Baldwin was appointed by the Eastern Association
of Fairfield county, one of the delegates to represent that body in the
General Association of Connecticut; and, at his instance, instructions were
given to him and his associate, Mr. Bartlett,* to propose and urge on the
General Association the appointment of missionaries to the new settlements
in the West, as the Synods of New York and Pennsylvania had already
done. The proposition for the appointment of missionaries was favourably
received; and, at an adjourned meeting of the General Association, was
adopted according to a plan drawn up by Mr. Baldwin, who was their Scribe;
and a number of ordained ministers were appointed for short periods to
perform the service, and were supported by contributions from the churches.
This, it is believed, was the first appointment of missionaries to tbe new
settlements by the General Association of Connecticut. I t has been continued ever since with a blessed influence upon those churches.
Mr. Baldwin was appointed by the same General Association to represent
that body at the General Convention of the Presbyterian and Congregational
Clergy, to be holden at Elizabcthtown in September, 1774. He attended
and preached before that body from Matt, x x i i i , 8., " Be ye not called
Rabbi, for one is your Master, even Christ, and all ye are brethren."
Soon after his settlement in Danbury, Mr. Baldwin drew up the terms
of subscription for a library to be establbshed in Danbury, to be free for all
denominations. A small library was accordingly procured, the beneficial
effects of which were immediately felt; and, as the result, the inhabitants
were long since enabled to exhibit one of the best town libraries in the
State,
No class of our citizens were more conspicuous for their patriotism, or
more powerfully contributed to arouse the spirit of resistance to the despotic
acts of the British Government, and prepare the minds of the people for
the great struggle of the Revolution, than the Congregational Clergy of
New England ; and among them, few, if any, exhibited greater zeal or more
signal ability, than the subject of this notice. The history of the world had
taught him that civil and ecclesiastical despotism had ever gone hand in hand
together. He felt, therefore, that the religious no less than the civil,
liberties of the people were in peril, and that, when the latter should have
• N A T H A N I E L BARTLETT was graduated at Yale College in 1749; was ordained minister of
Heading, Conn., May 23, 1763; and died in 1810.
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fallen a sacrifice to despotic power and oppression, the former could not lonosurvive, but ecclesiastical tyranny, in some shape or other, would, like a
mighty torrent, soon overspread the land.
In the year 1774, he published, under his own signature, a spirited
address to the people of the Western part of the Colony, to arouse them to
a sense of the danger in which their liberties were then involved.
In November, 1775, on the day set apart for Thanksgiving in the Colony
of Connecticut, at a period which he regarded as " t h e most calamitous the
British Colonies ever beheld," he preached a sermon which was designed to
keep up the spirits of the people in tbe important and dangerous struggle in
which they were then engaged. I t had great celebrity at the time, and a
copy of it is yet preserved in the archives of the Historical Society of New
York, where it was printed in the following year.
Few men have ever entered upon the ministry in Connecticut with higher,
or so far as bis friends could judge, better grounded, hopes of future usefulness and distinction, than Mr. Baldwin. President Daggett of Yale College,
at the close of his ordination sermon, thus addressed him :—
'• From a long. Intimate, and agreeable acquaintance with you, I cannot but
strongly hope and trust that you will be not only an able, but also a faithful, minister
of the New Testament, painfully travailing in birth for the souls of your bearers. It
is with singular pleasure and satisfaction that I can thus speak to you on this solemn
occasion; as I am not unacquainted with the gifts and qualifications with which Heaven
has furnished you for the important work and ser\'ice to which you are now called. I
have been under advantages to observe your knowledge in Divinity, and your professed
soundness in the faith, as well as your prudence of conduct in the important and
difBcult station in which you have been at College for four years past, in a very near
connection with me. And this acquaintance I have had witb j^ou, fully raises my hopes
of your usefulness in the churcli of Christ."
Though these high hopes were fully justified by tbe fruits of his ministry,
during the brief period of its continuance, the President lived to see them
prematurely blasted by the early death of his friend and pupil.
In August, 1776, he accompanied a large number of his parishioners, as
their Chaplain, to the seat of war in the vicinity of New York, to whose
defence they were called as militia men. He there, while in the performance of his duties, amidst the hardships of the camp, in ministering to the
sick and suffering soldiers, contracted the fatal disease of which he died,
soon after his return to his parish, on the 1st of October, 1776, at the age
of thirty-one. He was never married. He had previously made and sent
home his will, in which be made provision for tbe return to the parish of the
£200, which, according to custom at that period, he had received as a settlement at the time of his oruination. The amount thus bequeathed was
gratefully received by the Society, and appropriated in part towards defraying the expenses of a new church which tbey soon after erected, and in which
they yet continue to worship ; and in part as tbe nucleus of a fund, which,
by additional subscriptions and prudent investments in the public stocks, now
yields them an income equal to their expenses.
During the residence of Mr. Baldwin at Danbury, in addition to his parochial labours, he superintended the education of several youths in their
preparatory studies for a collegiate education. Among them were his younger
brother, the writer of this sketcli, and his lamented friend and class-mate, the
late Chancellor James Kent of New York, who retained through life a warm
and affectionate remembrance of the worth and virtues of his early friend
and preceptor. In the address which Chancellor Kent delivered before the
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Phi Beta Kappa Society of Yale College in 1831, he paid a beautiful tribute
to his memory; and in a letter written at a latsr period, he says of him,
" M r . Baldwin was studious in his habits and remarkably dignified in his
manners and deportment. He was a very handsome, well-built man, with
manly health and cheerful spirits. He worked a good deal in his fine
garden, and made hay in his own meadow. He rode a good deal, and interchanged sermons with his brethren in the neighbouring towns. No person
could be more revered by the inhabitants of Danbury and the clergy in that
quarter."
I am, with great respect and esteem.
Your friend and humble servant,
SIMEON BALDWIN.

JOB SWIFT, D. D.*
1766—1804.
FROM THE HON, SAMUEL SWIFT.
MIDDLEBURY, January 25,1849.
Rev. and dear Sir: The pressure of constant and laborious duties has
hitherto allowed me no leisure to comply with your request in respect to my
venerated father, the R E V . J O B S W I F T , D . D . And now the same cause
will compel me to do it in a much more hasty manner than I could desire.
For other reasons also, I undertake the service you ask of me with much
hesitation. I t is more than forty-four years since my father's death; and,
for eight years previous, although young, I was absent, pursuing classical
and professional studies, and not a constant resident in the family. Besides,
no man ever possessed so large a share of my affectionate veneration; and
of course whatever I now say of him, will be said under this abiding
partiality.
He was born at Sandwich, Mass., June 17, ( 0 . S.) 1743; but, in his early
youth, his father removed with his family to Kent, Conn, lie entered
Yale College in 1761, and graduated in 1765. I t was during his College
life, and while he was engaged in studying the works of President Edwards,
that his mind became deeply impressed with tbe subject of religion ; which
was quickly succeeded by tbe purpose to devote himself to the Christian
ministry. Having pursued his theological studies, for some time, under
Dr. Bellamy, towards whom he ever afterwards cherished the highest veneration, he was licensed to preach; aud the year immediately succeeding,
(1767,) he became pastor of the Congregational Church in Richmond, Mass.
For a time, he had every prospect of both comfort and usefulness here; but
the plainness of his statements and the earnestness of his appeals at length
generated a dissatisfaction, which, after a residence among them of seven
years, resulted in the dissolution of his pastoral relation. Having preached
about a year in different places, he was next settled in Amenia, Dutchess
county, N. Y. ; but, in the spring of 1783, he removed thence to Manches* Dwight's travels, I I .
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ter, Vermont, where he preached between two and three years. On the 31st
of May, 1786, he was settled over the Congregational church in Bennington.
Hero he was situated near the South line of the State, and on the only road
leading from Massachusetts and Connecticut into all that part of the State
lying west of the Green mountains. At the time of his removal to this
region, the few scattered inhabitants, who had fled from the central parts of
Vermont during the Revolutionary war, were returning to their deserted
homes; and emigrants from other States were rapidly flocking in to take
possession of the new and unoccupied lands. The population, for several
years, increased rapidly; but was in a very unsettled and unorganized state.
There were no literary institutions, and few churches, in the whole region.
I am not aware that any clergyman was settled North of Bennington, at
the time of my father's removal to that place.
Situated, as he was, in reference to the Western part of Vermont,—with
such a wide and uncultivated field before him, and with a benevolence which
gave him no rest, while he could do any thing to promote the institutions
of learning or religion, he felt that it was no ordinary responsibility that
rested upon him ; and, under this conviction, he tasked himself to the full
extent of his physical, mental, and moral power.
At an early period of his settlement in Bennington, and before my recollection, he went on a missionary tour, on horseback, as far North as the
country lying on Onion river,—then principally a wilderness,—confirming
the few feeble churches and organizing new ones. While travelling in a
part of the wilderness where no roads had been opened, he lost his way,
and was compelled to encamp through a cold night on the ground.
The
severity of this exposure induced a long and dangerous fever, from which
he scarcely recovered. He made many similar tours during his residence
m Bennington, and many of the churches in Western Vermont were organized by him. The confidence which the churches and ministers reposed in
him was universal, and seemed not to be misplaced. From this, as well as
from his local position, his age and early acquaintance, it seemed to be his
lot to have " t h e care of all the churches" in the region. Ministers were
settled under his patronage, and were organized into Associations through
bis instrumentality. His labours in the organization of one or more Consociations, and of the General Convention of the State, are among my
earliest recollections. And it is within my remembrance that he was absent
from his family much of his time attending ecclesiastical meetings of different
kinds, aud especially councils for the ordination of ministers and for settling
difficulties in churches.
Having exercised his ministry in Bennington more than fifteen years,
circumstances adverse to his comfort arose, which resulted in a separation
from his charge. This took place on the 7th of June 1801 ; immediately
after which, he removed to Addison on Lake Champlain, where he purchased
a farm. His removal to that place had no reference to a further settlement
in the ministry. The society there was small, without an organized church,
and unable, at that time, to support the institutions of the Gospel. He
established a church there, and officiated as its pastor, except when called
to other fields of labour, with littic or no compensation, deriving the support
of his family from his farm. I t was wliile on a missionary tour in some
of the newer and more destitute towns near the North line of the State, that,
through a most distressing illness, he was called to his rest. He died at
VOL.
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Enosburgh, October 20, 1804, after he had passed his sixtieth year. An
unbeliever who was present, expressed the greatest astonishment at the tranquillity in which he died. I t seems to have been no painful consideration
to him that he was dying away from home; for some of his last words
w e r e , — " I have often thought it would be very distressing to have my
family around me in the hour of death." A Sermon on the occasion of his
death was preached by the Rev. Benjamin Wooster* from Isaiah L V I I . 1.;
another by the Rev. Jedediah Bushnell from Hebrews x i . 4 . ; and a third
by the Rev. Lemuel Haynes, from 2 Timothy i v . 6. The substance of the
latter discourse was published.
My father was a patron of learning, as well as of religion. It was
mainly through his instrumentality that an academy was established in
Bennington, which, for several years, was a prosperous and efficient institution. He also personally instructed a large number of young men in his
own house; some of whom he fitted for College, while others were prepared
for usefulness in professional and other employments, without a collegiate
education. Much of the time within my own recollection, there were in the
family young men under his tuition; some of whom were too poor to pay for
their board, except by their labour, and that at a moderate charge. Among
the earliest whom I recollect in the family, were Rev. Ebenezer Porter,
D. D., afterwards President of the Theological Seminary at Andover, and
Rev. Zephaniah Swift Moore, D. D., successively President of Williams
and Amherst Colleges. His interest in the promotion of learning is further
evinced by his being connected as a Trustee successively with Dartmouth,
Williams, and Middlebury, Colleges.
Few men have been more distinguished than he by a truly Christian
hospitality, or have had a wider field for its exhibition. His dwelling was
on the only road of travel into the new settlements of Western Vermont,
which was then rapidly filling up witb emigrants from Connecticut and
Massachusetts ; his acquaintance in those States was extensive, and his
relation to the churches in Vermont was widely known. Thus situated,—
all missionaries and other clergymen, and many religious and literary men,
acquainted with him, personally, or by reputation, coming into the State for
a temporary or permanent residence, made it in their way to spend one or
more nights at his house ;t and many members of the new churches which
he had organized or visited, resorted to him for consultation and advice.
So that it was a frequent remark among the neighbours,—somewhat hyperbolical probably,—that my father had more travelling custom than the
public house. And yet all were most cordially welcomed, hospitably
entertained, and invited to repeat their visits.
During the Revolutionary war, he lost most of his property by the
depreciation of " Continental money :" his salary at Bennington was small,
* BENJAMIN WOOSTER was born in Waterbury, Conn., October 29, 1762; was a soldier in
the war of the Revolution; afterwards entered Yale College and graduated in 1790; studied
Theology chiefly under the Rev. Dr. Edwards of New Haven; spent some time, after being
licensed, in missionary labour; was ordained pastor of the church in Cornwall, Vermont, in 1797;
resigned his charge in 1802,and spent the next three years chiefly in executing appointments under
the Berkshire Missionary Society; was installed in Fairfield, Vt,, July 24, 1805, and laboured
with great assiduity, not only in his own parish but in many destitute places in the surrounding
country, until 1833, when his labours were interrupted by bodily inflrmities. He represented
the town of Fairfield one year in the General Assembly of the State, and twice in the Septennial Convention convened by the Board of Censors, He died at St, Albans, Vt., in February,
1843.
t Dr. Dwight, in his Travels, vol. I I . , mentions spending a night there.
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at best poorly paid, and much of it unpaid. But he was able to purchase
a small farm. By means of this, and the persevering industry of his
numerous children, male and female, and a rigid system of economy in hi.s
family, he was able to sustain the expenses of liis large hospitality. And I
recollect that it was a calculation of my older brother that the proceeds of
his whole salary no more than met the expenses of his company, while the
family were wholly supported and educated by their own labour.
My father's separation from the church in Bennington in the year 1801 is
within my remembrance ; and it may not be indelicate, at a period so remote
from the event, to refer to it. In no place within my knowledge did party
spirit rage with so much fury ; and in no place was the infiuence of French
politics and infidelity more deeply and sadly realized than in that town.
He took no active part in the politics of the day. But he felt bound, as a
minister of the Gospel, to resist the fiood of infidelity and licentiousness
which threatened to sweep away the foundations of all civil, social, and
religious institutions. I am not aware that he ever but once introduced the
subject directly in a public discourse ; but that was enough to stir up
jealousies then so easily excited. He was charged with various political
heresies; and the usual epithets of a7-istocrat and monarchist were applied
to him; and, among other delinquencies, it was complained that he did
not pray for Mr. Jefferson when he was Vice President. His friends were
no less ardent in his defence. This controversy rendered his condition
unpleasant, destroyed his prospect of usefulness, and was the occasion of
his dismissal. Some, I believe, expressed a wish to have a more popular
preacher. But, at the time, none made objection to his talents, or his
moral or religious character. And afterwards, none belonging to the society
were found willing to acknowledge themselves his opponents; and many
who had been regarded as most disaffected, designated themselves, by way
of distinction, as " the friends of Dr. Swift."
During most of the Revolutionary war, my father was in an unsettled
state; for a while officiating as Chaplain of the army, but most of the time,
preaching, as I have already stated, in Dutchess county, N. Y., where his
family resided. After his removal to Vermont, his labours were more in
active service than in his study. And, in both places, his facilities for
collecting a library, or of pursuing a regular system of study, were very
limited. During the period to which my recollection extends, his principal
time for study was from four o'clock in the morning until early breakfast.
He, however, devoted, as he had opportunity, other parts of the day to the
preparation of his sermons. In addition to the Bible, which was his chief
study, his library consisted of a few standard authors, and a few more
recent publications on Theology, which he procured, as he had opportunity.
And yet no one who knew him, I believe, doubted that he had uncommonly
clear and discriminating views of the Christian system.
He commenced preaching by writing his sermons. But he gave up that
practice early, because the people to whom he preached, had a prejudice
against written discourses. His skeletons were more or less full, as circumstances dictated ; but the fullest were only memoranda for his own use,
of the thoughts which occurred to him in the examination of his sulject.
Some of these were published, in a small volume, after his death, but they
were by no means the sermons which he preached.
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He had none of the graces of a studied oratory—far from i t ; and he
was not a fluent speaker. A considerable proportion of his sermons consisted of the exhibition and illustration of the leading doctrines of revelation, in their relation to each other, and to Christian duty. My relation to
him, in connection with the long period that has elapsed since his decease,
renders me an incompetent judge of his sermons ; and yet if my impression
concerning them be correct, they were characterized by much vigorous
thought, accurate discrimination, and close application to the conscience
and the heart. In his discussion of the doctrines of religion, you were not
permitted to lose sight of its duties ; but their mutual relations were constantly kept in view.
When about fifteen years of age, I accompanied my parents, in the winter, on a visit to Connecticut. One Sabbath we spent at the house of an
aged relative, who lived at a considerable distance from the place of worship ; and the roads being much blocked up with snow, the neighbours
assembled at the house where we were visiting, and my father preached to
them. One of his sermons was on the evidences of Divine Revelation.
His relative, who was a man of talents and considerable distinction, but not
a professor of religion, remarked in my presence, after the service was over,
that there was no occasion to discuss that subject; for he had no doubts in
relation to the Divinity of the Scriptures ; but added, with groat emphasis,
" I never before heard such a sermon." A similar remark was made by
other persons present.
I t might be owing in part to bis unsettled condition and his laborious
service abroad, during most of his life, that he never consented to the publication of any of his sermons, and left no manuscripts of any importance,
except mere skeletons of discourses. But his constitutional distrust of
himself had, as I imagine, no little influence in the case.
My father's constitutional feelings and passions were strong, but to a
surprising extent under the control of religious principle. To strangers his
countenance had the appearance of sternness, and in his reproof of wanton
wickedness there was great severity. He was characterized also by an
unwavering decision and firmness of purpose in all matters of duty. But
his ordinary intercourse with all classes, as well as his personal religious
conversation, was distinguished by much kindness, affability, and meekness.
He was inclined to put a favourable construction on the motives and conduct of others ; and was conciliatory and forbearing towards those by whom
he was ill-treated. He was too strong a Puritan in his feelings to care
much for mere forms ; but he had no austere or superstitious disregard of
the conventional usages of society.
In the government of his family, his expressed disapprobation was the
severest, and almost the only, penalty to which he resorted ; while his uniform tenderness, affection, and approbation of right conduct, towards his
numerous children, inspired them with a corresponding filial regard; and to
know his wishes was always sufficient to ensure their willing obedience.
His principal religious instruction in the family was after the public exercises of the Sabbath. All the members of his large household were assembled, and he usually made some inquiries of the older children to ascertain
how much they remembered of the public discourses, and sometimes
enlarged on the same topics. He then read a portion of Scripture and gave
a familiar exposition, accompanied sometimes with an affectionate and

JOB SWIFT.

645

earnest appeal, and the exercises were closed with prayer. These were
often seasons of great interest. My own first recollected experience of
religious affection was on one of these occasions, when I was a child. The
subject of remark was " the love of Christ."
I am. Rev. Sir, with much respect, yours,
SAMUEL SWIFT.
Dr. Swift had a brother, Seth, who was a highly respectable minister of
the Gospel. He was born in Kent, Conn,, October 30, 1749; was graduated at Yale College in 1774; studied Theology under Dr. Bellamy ; was
ordained pastor of the church in Williamstown, May Li7, 1776, and retained
the same charge till his death, which occurred February 13,1807
He was
married to Lucy Elliott of Kent in 1782, and they had seven children, one
of whom is tbe Rev. Ephraim G. Swift, formerly colleague pastor with Dr.
West of the church in Stockbridge, Mass., and another is the Rev. Elisha
P. Swift, D. D., Professor in the Alleghany Theological Seminary. Mr.
Swift's only publication was a sermon at the ordination of the Rev. John
B. Preston.* He is represented as having been " warm and open in his
temper, evangelical in his religious views, serious in the general tone of his
intercourse with his people, zealous in the labours of the ministry, decided
in his opinions, and prudent and energetic in his measures." He was
greatly beloved by his people, and honoured and revered by the whole community.

PEREZ FOBES, L.L. D.f
1766—1812.
PEREZ F O B E S was a descendant, in the fourth generation, of John
Fobes, who was one of the original proprietors of the town of Bridgewater.
He was the son of Josiah and Freelove (Edson) Fobes, and was born in
Bridgewater, September 21,1742. His parents were excellent persons, and
watched the development of his faculties with great care and interest. I n
his childhood, he evinced a more than commonly serious turn of mind; and,
while he was yet quite a youth, he solemnly dedicated himself to the service
of his Maker. He showed also, at a very early period, a fondness for books;
and, at the age of thirteen, was so far advanced in his studies, that he was
placed at the head of a school in his neighbourhood. In due time, having
gone through his preparatory course, (not without some embarrassment
on account of feeble health,) he entered Harvard College, where he maintained an honourable standing, and received his degree of Bachelor of Arts
in 1762. Chief Justice Dana, Governor Gerry, and Dr, Belknap, were
among his classmates.
After leaving College, Mr, Fobes seems to have resumed the business of
teaching, and either in connection with that employment, or after he had
• JoH.v B, PRESTON was settled as the pastor of the church in Rupert, Vt,, Feb, S, 1798;
receired the Honorary degree of Master of Arts from Middlebury College in 1803; and died,
February 21, 1813,
t Allen's Biog. Diet,—Emery's Taunton ministry, I I .
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given it up, prosecuted the Study of Theology. In due time, he received
license to preach; and on the 19th of November, 1766, was ordained
pastor of the Congregational church and society in Raynham, Mass., then
recently rendered vacant by the death of the Rev. John Wales.* The
ordination sermon was preached by the Rev. Samuel Tobeyt of Berkley.
Mr. Fobes was zealous for the independence of his country, and not only
spoke but acted in favour of it, during the war by which it was procured.
In 1777, he volunteered to act as Chaplain in the army, notwithstanding a
very feeble and uncertain state of health might reasonably have excused
him from such an engagement. In 1786, Dr. Manning, President of Brown
University, being elected a member of Congress, Mr. Fobes was chosen
Vice President, and, shortly after. Professor of Natural Philosophy, in the
same institution. He accepted both places, and discharged the duties of
each with great fidelity and acceptance. He did not, however, remove from
Raynham, or resign his pastoral charge, but went to Providence to deliver
his Lectures once or twice a week, or during certain parts of the year. In
1792, the College conferred upon him the degree of Doctor of Divinity. In
1795, he was elected one of its Fellows, and continued to hold the oifice till
his death. In 1796, he was called to the supervision of Bristol academy,
and so long as his health permitted, he rendered important aid to that
institution, by his presence and addresses, on occasion of its Quarterly
Examinations. He was a member of the American Academy of Arts and
Sciences.
Dr. Fobes died on the 23d of February, 1812, in the seventieth year of
his age.
He was married to Prudence, the eldest daughter of the Rev. John
Wales of Raynham. They had two sons, who died young ; and two daughters, both of whom were married to clergymen.
Dr. Fobes published a Sermon at the execution of John Dixon at Taunton,
1784 ; a Sermon at the ordination of the Rev. Elijah Leonard,1^ 1789; a
Sermon on the death of Dr. Manning, 1791; a Sermon to young men, 1794;
History of Raynham, (Mass. Hist. Coll.,) 1794; Election Sermon, 1795;
a Sermon at the ordination of George Barstow,§ 1803; a Scripture Catechism, 1804 ; an Abridgement of the Scripture Catechism, 1809.
FROM THE HON. DAVID DAGGETT,
N E W H A V E N , May

7, 1850.

D e a r S i r : Y o u a s k for m y recollections concerning t h e R e v . D r . Fobes. I
cheerfully c o m p l y w i t h y o u r r e q u e s t ; a n d y e t I s h a l l be obliged t o give you gener a l i m p r e s s i o n s , r a t h e r t h a n m i n u t e d e t a i l s . M y a c q u a i n t a n c e w i t h h i m was
d u r i n g h i s residence a t R a y n h a m , a n d it w a s chiefly t h a t of a p u p i l with a
t e a c h e r , as he fitted m e for College, H i s c h a r a c t e r could n o t be said to be very
s t r o n g l y m a r k e d , a n d y e t he w a s g r e a t l y r e s p e c t e d for b o t h his t a l e n t s and his
virtues.
* JOHN WALES was a native of Braintree; was graduated at Harvard College in 1728; waa
ordained at Raynham October 20, 1731; and died February 23, 1765, aged sixty-six,
t SAMUEL TOBEY was born in Sandwich in 1715; was graduated at Harvard College in 1733;
was ordained at Berkley November 23, 1737; and died February 13, 1781,
X E L I J A H LEONARD was born at Raynham in 1760; was graduated at Yale College in 1783;
was ordained pastor of the Second church in Marshfield, Mass,, January 11, 1789; and died in
1834,
J >
>
§ GEORGE BARSTOW was bom in Duxbury, Mass,, in 1770; was graduated at Brown
University in 1801; was ordained pastor of the church in Hanson, Mass,, January 26, 1803;
and died February 11, 1821, aged fifty-one years.
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Dr. Fobes, at the time I knew most of him, was not past the meridian of
Ufe,—if indeed he had reached it, I remember him as a tall, slender man, whose
appearance indicated, what was actually the case, that he did not enjoy very
vigorous health. In his disposition he was uncommonly amiable and gentle, and
never, so far as I could observe, felt the impulses of violent passion, I cannot
say that he was a remarkably polished gentleman, and yet he was sufBciently
urbane and courteous to make himself acceptable to the most respectable society.
As a preacher, he had much more than a common reputation. His sermons
were carefully written, and were characterized by vigorous thought, natural
arrangement, and perspicuous style. His manner in the pulpit was earnest and
impressive, accompanied by considerable action, and his voice was clear and pleasant though not very loud. At the time I knew him, I always understood that
he was a rigid adherent to the orthodoxy of New England; but my impression
is that his views were afterwards somewhat modified. He was an excellent
scholar, as was evinced by his being ultimately appointed to a Professorship in
Brown University. He was also an uncommonly successful teacher, possessing
the two essential qualifications, of great familiarity with the various branches of
study, and a rare talent at communicating knowledge. My recollections of him
are exceedingly pleasant, as one of the guides of my earlier years, to whom I was
indebted for an important part of my intellectual training; and it gives me pleasure, even at this late period, to testify my sense of obligation to him, and my
high estimate of his intellectual and moral worth,
I am, dear Sir, yours sincerely,
DAVID DAGGETT.

HEZEKIAH RIPLEY, D. D.
1766—1831.

FROM THE REV THOMAS F DAVIES.
NEW HAVEN, December 22, 1849.

My dear S i r : I have no hesitation in expressing the opinion that the
name of D r . H E Z E K I A H R I P L E Y deserves a place in any work designed to
commemorate the prominent deceased clergymen of our c o u n t r y ; and I am
quite willing to furnish you with such a sketch of his life and character as
my acquaintance with him, and knowledge of him, will supply.
I first
became acquainted with him in May, 1829, when I began to preach in the
church at Greens F a r m s .
A t my installation in t h a t place, in October
of that year, though he was then in his eighty-seventh year, be gave me the
Charge; and, from the commencement of our acquaintance until his death,
I was honoured with his friendship, and was with him as a son with a
father.
I gave, after his decease, my views of his character, and have
always held his memory in affectionate veneration.
He was born in W i n d h a m , in this State, F e b r u a r y 3, ( 0 . S.) 1743.
He
was the son of David Ripley, and the fourth in descent from one of the
Pilgrim F a t h e r s , who landed on Plymoutli rock. T h a t ancestor was
Governor Bradford: his daughter was married to Mr. Ripley, the grandfather of D r . Ripley ; and in bodily and mental vigour, as well as in sincere
piety, the Doctor was a worthy representative of the noble Pilgrim stock
from which he sprang.
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He was graduated at Yale College in 1763, and early formed the resolution of devoting himself to the service of God in the ministry of the Gospel.
I am not aware that any documents remain which show what were his religious opinions, or what the exercises of his mind, at this period; but, as
he never, in any of the interviews which I had with him, spoke of entertaining, in the latter part of his life, different sentiments from those which
he had cherished at the commencement of his ministry, it is fair to conclude
that he then embraced that system of religious faith which has generally
been held by the churches of New England, and which, during tho period
of my acquaintance with him, he held with unyielding tenacity and joyful
confidence. In conformity then with his known opinions upon these subjects, we may presume that, in early life he cherished the hope that, through
the influences of the Spirit of God, he had passed from death unto life. He
made a public profession of his faith in Christ, and united, I believe, with
the church in Pomfret, then under the pastoral care of his brother,* where also,
for a period, he devoted himself to preparation for the ministry. He went to
Greens Farms, as a candidate, near the close of the year 1766,—the church in
that place having been shortly before rendered vacant by the death of the
Rev. Mr. Buckingham.! Mr. Ripley was ordained February 11, 1767, and
continued in the peaceful discbarge of parochial duty, until the commencement
of the Revolutionary war. Faithful to those principles of civil and religious
liberty for which his ancestors had been distinguished, he did not hesitate
respecting the course which he should pursue. He discharged for a time the
duties of a Chaplain in the Continental army, and participated largely in
the sufferings of that eventful period ;—his house, his furniture, and a portion of his library, having been burned by the enemy. I have been informed
by those whose recollections embraced that period, that, during their public
worship, alarming tidings were not unfrequently received. In such cases,
and at the desire of Mr. Ripley, who was unwilling to forego those services,
persons were stationed at such points that they might give timely notice of
the approach of the enemy. While his countrymen were engaged in war,
his feelings were alive to their success; although, amid the contest, he pursued those labours which were appropriate to a servant of the Prince of
Peace. The independence of the country established,—he was relieved
from the almost constant alarm and anxiety incident to a residence upon
the sea-board, and gladly hailed the return of peace, when every man could
sit under his own vine and fig tree, having none to disturb or make him
afraid. He was now enabled to assist in the support of those institutions,
with whose prosperity the welfare of our country is so intimately connected.
Yale College ever found in him a warm and constant friend.
In 1790, he
was chosen a member of the Corporation of that institution; in which ofiice
he continued for the term of seven and twenty years, and resigned it on
account of the infirmities of advancing age, the same year in which died its
venerable President, Dr. Dwight; and, in this connection it may not be
improper to state that the friendship which existed between those men was
a source of great enjoyment to each. Settled for many years in adjacent
parishes, their intercourse was frequent, and of the most endearing char* DAVID RIPLEY was a native of Windham; was graduated at Yale College in 1749; was
ordained pastor of the church in Pomfret (Abington parish) February 21, 1753; and died in
1785.
t DANIEL BUCKINGHAM was graduated at Yale College in 1735; was ordained pastor of the
church at Greens Farms, Maroh 19, 1742; and died in May, 1766. '

HEZEKIAH RIPLEY.

QAQ

acter; and, during the whole of that period in which Dr. Dwight was connected with Yale College, as its President, Dr. Ripley was a member of
its Corporation; and, in hearing from the lips of the latter the history of
their friendship, I was reminded of that beautiful expression of sacred writ —
" The soul of Jonathan was knit to the soul of David."
The degree of Doct6r of Divinity was conferred upon him by the College
of New Jersey in 1802.
In 1821, Dr. Ripley resigned his pastoral charge,—more than fifty-four
years having elapsed from the time of his ordination. During his ministry,
the years 1815 and 1816 were most distinguished for the attention of his
people to Divine things. In these years, thirty-eight persons united with
tho church.
Dr. Ripley was married on the 9th of January, 1765, to Dolly Brintnall,
whose parents resided at New Haven. Their union continued for more than
sixty-six years, and was dissolved by the death of Madam Ripley in August,
1831. Their separation was but brief, as he followed her in December of
the same year. They had four children,—one of whom—William Brintnall, was graduated at Yale College in 1786, became minister of the parish
of Goshen in Lebanon, Conn., and died in 1822. He was chosen a Fellow
of Yale College in 1817.
To the character of Dr. Ripley's mind I have already alluded: he had a
sound mind in a sound body, which has ever been considered as the first of
earthly blessings. His mind presented all the elements of true greatness,—
strength of memory and depth of judgment, with a readiness to compare
and to combine. He was characterized by a truly unambitious spirit,
which led him to be content in the station in which God had placed him,
and to employ his time and talents in such a manner as should most
conduce to the good of his people, and not to the extension of his own
fame. He never endeavoured to make his parish a stepping stone to something higher.
In natural character he was amiable, open, and sincere. The aged and the
young alike delighted in his company. He entered without effort into the
society and feelings of younger men, and brought with him cheerfulness,
wisdom, and piety. All felt that he was their friend and father,—the friend
of man and the friend of God.
As a professing Christian, he loved not in name only, but in deed and in
truth. The attributes of Ggd were to him great and present realities. He
revered the greatness, adored the justice, and trusted in the mercy, of God;
and, while he often adopted the language of holy men of old, it was evident
that he resembled them in character. In age, in sickness, and in comparative solitude, he manifested the meekness and patience of one who trusted
in God.
In his intercourse with men he was distinguished for purity of motive, so
far as motive can be indicated by the conduct. He was benevolent; he was
forgiving; and if he left an enemy, of that enemy, I am sure. Dr. Ripley
was the friend. That kindness, however, which he exhibited to all who had
intercourse witb him, did not result from an inability to judge of character.
It resulted from no obtuseness of intellect—he was a remarkably good judge
of character. His kind treatment of any who might ever have been unkind
to him, was the result of Christian prudence and Christian principle.
VOL.
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As a minister of the Gospel, he was eminently conscientious. He acted
in conformity with the lights he possessed. In the measures which, during
his ministry, he pursued, to draw a more distinctive line between the church
and the world, by requiring those who made a profession of religion to enter
into full communion, he showed a readiness to co-operate in whatever he
considered as conducive to the prosperity of Zion. He was beloved by his
brethren ; for they confided in him, and his residence was the abode of
cheerfulness, of hospitality, and of piety.
A few days before the decease of his wife, and while he was encompassed
with many infirmities, he told me that, on reviewing his past life, he saw that
he had done many things which be ought not to have done, and had left
undone many things which he ought to have done; and that his sins of the
latter class appeared to him to exceed those of the former; but that he had
preached the Gospel as he understood i t ; that never from fear, favour, or
affection, had he kept back what he believed to be the truth,and thathe had
never knowingly deceived a single soul; that his trust was in the righteousness of Christ, and in that alone, and that he was not afraid to die.
I will add one of Dr. Ripley's revolutionary reminiscences, and conclude
my communication. He mentioned to me that when Washington, after
being appointed Commander-in-Chief of the American army, was on his
way to Boston, he passed through Greens Farms. The Doctor mounted his
horse and joined the cavalcade. They stopped at Bulkly's Inn in Fairfield,
and I think dined there. After passing from the house, and while standing
in front of it, waiting for their horses,—Washington continuing his conversation on public affairs, passed his finger through a button hole of the Doctor's
coat, and said that if the Americans could prolong the contest for one year,
tbey would ultimately succeed; because in that time, arms and ammunition
could be obtained, and they would be invincible.
Dr. Ripley was a man of commanding presence,—of a tall, athletic,
dignified frame. His fine countenance beamed with intelligence and kindness, and yet there was something in his look which gave assurance of
unyielding firmness. I think it would be difiicult to find two men who would
be a finer subject for a painter, than those two patriots communing together
under such interesting circumstances. The Doctor accompanied General
Washington to Stratford Ferry.
I am ever faithfully yours,
THOMAS F DAVIES.
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CYPRIAN STRONG, D. D.
1766—1811.
FROM THE REV HARVEY TALCOTT,
PORTLAND, Conn,, September 26, 1848,
Dear Sir : Agreeably to your request, I now send you the few notices I
have been able to collect concerning my venerable predecessor in the ministry, the Rev. Dr. Strong. I never had the privilege of his acquaintance,
as several years intervened between his death and my settlement as the
pastor of this church ; but his memory is still fragrant here, and there are
those now living, who enjoyed the benefit of his ministry, and who hold in
cherished remembrance his many virtues.
Of his early life I believe there remains no extended record. He was
born at Farmington, Conn., May 26, ( 0 . S.) 1744. He entered Yale College in 1759, and took the degree of Bachelor of Arts, in 1763, and that of
Master of Arts, in 1767. He was licensed to preach, October 7, 1766, and
was ordained pastor of the church in Chatham, (now Portland,) August 19,
1767. On the 9th of November, 1768, he was married to Sarah Bull of
Farmington, who became the mother of eight children, and died in 1783.
By a second wife, who died in 1796, he had four children. He was married
a third time, and at his death, which occurred in 1811, at the age of sixtyseven, he left a widow- He continued pastor of the church over which he
was first settled, till his death. The degree of Doctor of Divinity was conferred upon him by Dartmouth College, in 1797. He was, for a considerable number of years, a Trustee of the Missionary Society of Connecticut,
under whose direction and superintendence was published that early,
highly popular and useful, religious periodical, the Connecticut Evangelical
Magazine. He was also one of a committee appointed by the General Association of Connecticut, and the General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church in the United States, to examine the revision of Dr. Watts' Psalms
by Dr. Dwight. They met at Stamford, Conn., in June, 1800, and having
carefully examined the alterations and additions made by Dr. Dwight,
approved the new version, and recommended it to the use of the churches,—
at the same time suggesting to Dr. Dwight the propriety of annexing such
a selection of Hymns as should " furnish the churches with a more extensive
system of Psalmody." Dr. C. Strong was the Scribe of that committee.
These facts, with others, show that he was prominent among the good and
useful ministers of his day, in this State, and in the country at large.

He was also greatly esteemed among his people, and highly respected
in the community, even by those who had no sympathy with either his
religious or political views. His change of opinion and practice in regard
to the "Half-way Covenant," met with serious opposition and subjected
him to severe trials. I t was tbe commencement of a division, which
resulted in the establishment of an Episcopal church in this place.
His ministry continued forty-four years ; during which time, about two
hundred were added to tbe church by profession and by recommendation
from other churches. There was at no period any thing that could be called
an extensive revival of religion, and yet there is reason to believe that
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many souls were converted and trained for glory through his instrumentality.
Some of these still survive to bear a grateful testimony to his fidelity.
The Rev. Dr. Field, in his statistical account of Middlesex county, pays
the following well deserved tribute to his memory:—
•• Dr. Strong was highly honoured and deservedly esteemed for his good sense, his
thorough acquaintance with Theology, and his uniform and blameless conversation.
In the relations of private life, as a companion and friend, few have been more
beloved; and though, as a preacher, he had not that fervency of address and brilliancy
of imagination, which are requisite to catch the attention of the multitude for the
moment, yet his prayers were distinguished for appropriateness and solemnity, and his
sermons for clear reasoning and sound instruction. Several of his occasional sermons
and controversial pieces are in print, and do honour to his understanding and to his
heart. * * * In the midst of numerous trials, with which it pleased the Lord to
afflict him, he was calm and resigned. The prominent features of his character are
happily expressed in the inscription upon his monument:—' In morals exemplary; in
doctrine.uncorrupt; in reasoning profound; in declaring God's counsel perspicuous
and solemn, and in death peaceful.' "
The above inscription I have understood was from the pen of his neighbour, the Rev. Dr. Chapin of Rocky Hill.
His daughter, now residing in Vermont, writes thus concerning him :—
" I have been informed that he was, from the beginning, doubtful whether
the Half-way Covenant practice was sanctioned by Scripture, and, after
much study and careful examination, became thoroughly convinced that it
was unscriptural; and witnessing, as he believed he did, its evil tendencies
and effects, he could not conscientiously remain any longer in so doubtful a
position. In the stand he was about to take, he had every reason to anticipate the disapprobation of his brethren, and ultimately a separation from
the people of his charge. But the path of duty being made plain, all personal considerations were disregarded. In respect to the former, his expectations were realized, as a numerous correspondence with his brethren, both
in and out of the State, testifies. And had it not been for some staunch
friends in his own parish, when he witnessed many of his church deserting
him, he would have withdrawn to some other field of labour. It was a day
of darkness and trial; but out of it the Lord delivered him, and he had the
satisfaction of seeing all the churches come upon the same platform.
" A s to his private life,—to his family his example was above all price,
and to this day it is a living epistle read and known of us all. He was a man
of affliction,—having been called, in the providence of God, to bury two
wives and six children,—in all which he bowed with .cheerful submission to
the will of his Heavenly Father. This prepared him more fully to sympathize, as he always did, with the afflicted, and no doubt had a softening and
subduing effect upon his own spirit. Though naturally of an excitable
temperament, he seemed to have perfect self control, so that, in all his
trials and provocations he seldom gave offence. Family government was
exercised so early, that no one knew of its commencement. I t was such as
established the authority of the parent, and secured the obedience and
respect of the children. I t was administered with great kindness and affection, but yet with so much decision, that generally a word, and sometimes
a look, was quite suflicient. The Sabbath was a day of rest,—it was considered a great privation not to attend meeting. There was no permission
to roam in the fields, or ramble in the orchards or garden, for fruit or flowers ;—no reading of books of fiction, or history, or secular newspapers, or
writing letters to friends; but the Bible, the Assembly's Catechism, and
other religious books, occupied our leisure hours. He lived the life of the
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Christian ; and, though, in his death, there was nothing ecstatic, yet there
was a firm trust in God, and a hope full of immortality." Such is the testimony of his daughter,—a lady of high intelligence and eminent Christian
usefulness.
A son of Dr. Strong, Asahel Hooker, distinguished as a gifted and
upright lawyer, died in 1818, at Middle Haddam. Another son, a merchant in Vermont, died a few years ago, who was also a man of singular
goodness and usefulness as a Christian.
The following is a list of Dr. Strong's publications :—A Discourse on
Acts II. 42, in which the practice of owning the covenant is particularly
examined, 1780. Animadversions on the substance of two Sermons
preached at Stepney, by John Lewis, A. M.; entitled " Christian forbearance to weak consciences a duty of the Gospel," 1789. An Inquiry wherein
the end and design of Baptism, &c., are particularly considered and illustrated, 1793. A Sermon at the ordination of the Rev. Samuel Shepard,
1795. A second Inquiry into the nature and design of Christian Baptism,
1796. A Sermon at the ordination of the Rev. Elijah Gridley,* 1797.
Election Sermon, 1799. A Sermon preached at the request of St. John's
Lodge, Middletown. A Fast Sermon. A Sermon at the ordination of
Jedediah Bushnell, 1800.
With respect, I am, dear Sir,
Your brother in the Gospel,
H. TALCOTT,

JONATHAN EDWARDS, D. D.f
1766—1801.
JONATHAN E D W A R D S (the second) was born at Northampton, Mass.,
May 26, 1745. He was the second son, and ninth child, of the Rev. Jonathan and Sarah (Pierpont) Edwards. He was prevented, by an inflammation
in his eyes, from learning to read, until a later period than is common in
New England. In addition to this, it was during his childhood that the
famous controversy was carried on between his father and the church at
Northampton; and out of this grew a serious obstacle to his early education.
He was six years old when, in 1751, his father removed with his family
from Northampton to Stockbridge. Of his situation at Stockbridge he has
given the following account in the Preface to his observations on the Muhhekaneew Indians, written in 1788 :—
""When I was but six years of age, my father removed with his family to Stockbridge, which, at that time, was inhabited by Indians almost solely, as there were in
the town but twelve families of whites, or Anglo Americans, and perhaps one hundred
andflftyfamilies of Indians. The Indians being the nearest neighbours, I constantly

• ELIJAH GHIDLEY was a native of Berlin, Conn.; was graduated at Yale College in 1788
"M settled in the ministry at Granby, Mass., in May,. 1797; and died in 1834. His son,
iJoZpA II"t//s, was graduated at Yale College in 1814; was ordained pastor of tho church in
Williamstown, Mass., Oct, 9, 1816; was dismissed at his own request, April 27, 1834; removed
to Illinois, where he laboured as a missionary until his death, which occurred at Ottawa, Feb.
2,1840,
t Conn, Evang, Mag. II.—Miller's Retrospect, II.—M.i.ss, ITist, Coll. X.—Holmes' Am.
Ann, II.—Biography by Dr. T, Edwards,—MS, from Judge Baldwin,
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associated with them; their boys were my daily schoolmates and play-fellows. Out
of my father's house I seldom heard any language spoken but the Indian, By these
means I acquired the knowledge of that language, and a great facility in speaking it.
It became more familiar to me than my mother tongue. I knew the names of some
things in Indian that I did not know in English. Even all my thoughts ran in Indian;
and, though the true pronunciation of the language is extremely difficult to all hut
themselves, they acknowledged that I had acquired it perfectly, which, as they said,
had never been done before by any Anglo American, On account of my skill in their
language in general, I received from them many compliments applauding my superior
wisdom. This skill in their language I have, in a good measure, retained to this
day,"
As it was the wish of his father that he should devote his life to preaching the Gospel among the Aborigines, he sent him in October, 1755, when
he was but little more than ten years old, with the Rev. Gideon Hawley, a
distinguished missionary of that day, to a place called Oughquauga, on the
Susquehanna river, to learn the language of the Oneida tribe. This place
was in the wilderness, distant about one hundred miles from any English
settlement. In consequence of the war which broke out between England
and France, and extended into their Colonies, he continued there but about
six months, and gained only an imperfect knowledge of the language. He,
however, endeared himself much to the Indians, during the short time that
he remained among them; and, in one instance, when they apprehended an
attack from the French, they took him on their shoulders and carried him
many miles through the wilderness to a place which they supposed beyond
the reach of danger. He returned with Mr. Hawley to Massachusetts in
the winter season; and, after considerable exposure and suffering, they
reached Stockbridge in January, 1756. The next two years he spent in
his father's family.
The removal of his father to Princeton in January, 1758, and his sudden
death a few years after, together with the death of his mother in October
of the same year, seemed to bring a deep shade over his earthly prospects;
for, at that time, his education was only begun, and his patrimonial inheritance was not suflicient to enable him to complete it. He, however, resolved
to go forward ; and, accordingly, in February, 1760, aided somewhat by
some of his relatives, he entered the Grammar school at Princeton, and
commenced the study of Latin. In September of the year following, he
was admitted a member of the College of New Jersey, and in September,
1765, received the degree of Bachelor of Arts.
In the summer of 1763, during the Presidency, and under the preaching,
of Dr. Finley, a remarkable attention to religion prevailed in both the town
and College, in which young Edwards believed himself to have permanently
and savingly shared. In September of this year, he made a public profession of religion.
Shortly after leaving College, he commenced the study of Theology under
the instruction of Dr. Joseph Bellamy, who had been the intimate friend
and correspondent of his father; aud, in October, 1766, he received license
to preach the Gospel from the Association of Litchfleld county. While he
was yet preaching as a candidate, (it has not been ascertained where,) he
was, in 1767, recalled to Princeton by an appointment to a Tutorship in
the College. In this oifice he continued for the two succeeding years;
though, within a few months after he had entered upon its duties, he was
appointed to a Professorship of Languages and Logic in the same institution,—which, however, he saw fit to decline.
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During his residence at Princeton, he was invited by the society of
White Haven, in the town of New Haven, Conn., to preach to them as a
candidate, and afterwards to become their permanent pastor. He accepted
their call, and was ordained on the 5th of January, 1769. Here he continued until May, 1795, when he was dismissed by an ecclesiastical council.
A writer in the Connecticut Evangelical Magazine accounts for his separation from his charge in the following manner:—
"For several years previous to his dismission, an uneasiness had subsisted in the
society, arising from different religious opinions which sprung up, and were adopted
by some of the leading and most influential men among his parishioners. Those sentiments which originated the uneasiness, were of a nature opposite to the sentiments of
Mr. Edwards, and of the church and society at the time of his ordination. This
diversity of sentiment and opinion may justly be considered as the principal cause
of the separation between Dr. Edwards and bis people; though others of inferior
moment, and taking their rise from this principal one, had their influence; but the
ostensible cause assigned by the society was their inability to support a minister."
In January of the next year, (1796,) he was installed pastor of the church
in Colebrook, Litchfield county. Conn. Here, in a retired country parish,
and in the bosom of an affectionate and united people, he found opportunity
for pursuing his theological and metaphysical inquiries to much better
advantage than while he occupied a more prominent station; and here, it
would seem, he had desired and intended to pass the residue of his life. I t
was only, however, for a few years that this state of retirement was
continued to him; for when, in the summer of 1799, the Presidency of the
then recently established College at Schenectady, N. Y., had become vacant
by the resignation of the Rev. Dr. John Blair Smith, the Trustees elected
Dr. Edwards to be his successor. This appointment presented to him a
question of duty which he found it difiicult satisfactorily to decide ; and he
referred it to the judgment of an ecclesiastical council. Their decision was
in favour of his removal; and he was accordingly dismissed in the month
of June, and removed to Schenectady some time in July.
On his arrival at Schenectady, he was welcomed by both students and
citizens with every demonstration of respect and good will. The Address
which he delivered on his induction into office, was regarded as a most
creditable effort, and as giving promise of the highest usefulness in his new
field of labour. He entered upon his duties in connection with the College
with great zeal, and preached to neighbouring congregations on the Sabbath,
as his services were required. The Rev. Dr. Andrew Yates who could testify
of bis management of the College from actual observation, says of him,—
"His discipline was mild and affection at ely parental, and his requirements reasonable. Such a character for government in President Edwards was unexpected to some
who professed to know his disposition, and had formed their opinions of hira in this
respect. It was, therefore, the more noticed. There was an apparent austerity and
reserve in his manner, which no doubt arose from the retirement of study and from
habits of close thought, and would leave such impression after a slight acquaintance;
t)ut, in his domestic intercourse and with his intimate friends, while conscientiously
strict and prompt in his duties, and while he acted with decision, he was mild and
affijctionato. The same spirit characterized his government of the College, It was
probably conducted with greater mildness and affection than would have been exercised,
had not the prevailing expectations of some intimated the danger of bis erring on the
side of severity. His pupils, like a well regulated family under faithful discipline,
were respectfully attached to him."
But it was only for a brief period that the College was to enjoy the
benefit of his services. About the middle of July, 1801, he was seized
with an intermittent fever, which, however, for some days, excited no alarm.
But, after about a week, the disease attacked his nervous system with great
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violence ; depriving him of the power of speech, and to some extent of
reason also, and rendering his case utterly hopeless. His death took place
on the 1st of August. In the early part of his illness, and while his faculties
were continued to him, he manifested entire resignation to the will of
Heaven ; but, during several of his last days, his mind was so nearly a blank
as to preclude the possibility of any intelligent exercises. A sermon was
preached on the occasion of his death, by the Rev. Robert Smith, from
Psalm XXXVII, 37. I t was published at the time, and has since been
republished in an edition of President Edwards' complete works. Another
sermon on the same occasion, containing, it is said, a very discriminatinoview of Dr. Edwards' character, was preached at New Haven by Dr. Dwight;
but it has never been published.
He was honoured with the degree of Doctor of Divinity from the College
at which he was graduated.
In 1770, the year after he was settled at New Haven, he was married to
Mary, daughter of the Hon. Eleazar Porter and Sarah his wife, of Hadley,
Mass. By this marriage he had four children, three of whom survived their
father. Mrs. Edwards was drowned in June, 1782. As she was riding in
a chaise with her husband in the North Eastern part of New Haven, he left
her, for a short time, to give directions to some labourers in his employ,
with an understanding that she should pass on a little farther, and that he
would join her on her return. As she was on ber way back, she allowed the
horse to drink at a watering place on the margin of a small river, with the
depth of which she was wholly unacquainted. The horse passed on, and
drew the chaise suddenly down a precipice, in consequence of which she was
drowned. She was a lady of rare excellence and was deeply lamented by
all who knew her. In December, 1783, Dr. Edwards formed a matrimonial
connection with Mercy, daughter of Hezekiah and Mercy Sabin, of New
Haven. She survived him a number of years.
The following striking coincidences between his life and that of his father,
have been mentioned :—" They had the same name; were liberally educated ; were distinguished scholars; were Tutors in the seminaries in which
they were educated; were preachers ; were settled in congregations in which
their maternal grandfathers were also settled before them ; were dismissed
on account of their religious opinions ; were settled in retired situations;
were elected to the Presidency of a College ; and within a short time after
they were inaugurated, died,—the one in the 56th, the other in the 57th
year of his age. To this may be added that in person, mind, and life, they
were remarkably alike."
The following is a list of Dr. Edwards' publications:—A Sermon at the
ordination of Timothy Dwight at Greenfield, Conn., 1783. Three Sermons
on the Atonement, 1785. Observations on the Language of the Muhhekaneew Indians, &c., 1788. The Salvation of all men strictly examined, and
the Endless Punishment of those who die impenitent, argued and defended
against the reasonings of Dr. Chauncey in his book entitled "The Salvation
of all men," 1789. A Sermon on the injustice and impolicy of the Slave
trade, 1791. A Sermon on Human Depravity published in the American
Preacher, ii., 1791. A Sermon at the ordination of Dan Bradley,* Hamden,
* DAN BRADLEY was graduated at Yale College in 1789; was settled as a Congregational
minister in Hamden, in 1792; afterwards became an Episcopal clergyman; left the ministry
and removed to West Springfield, Mass., where he died in 1838.
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1792.
A Sermon a t t h e ordination of William Brown,* Glastenbury, 1792.
Marriage of a wife's sister considered in the anniversary Concio ad Clerum
in the chapel of Yale College, 1792. A Sermon on the death of Roger
Sherman, 1793. An Election Sermon, 1794. Brief Remarks on the doctrine of Universal Salvation. A Sermon at the ordination of Edward D.
Griffin, New Hartford, 1795. A Dissertation concerning Liberty and
Necessity in reply to the Rev. Dr. Samuel West, 1797 A Sermon on a
future state of existence and the immortality of the soul, printed in a
volume entitled, "Sermons collected," &c., 1797. A Farewell Sermon to
the people of Colebrook, 1799.
He also published a large number of articles in the New York Theological
Magazine, with the signature of I. and 0 . He edited from the manuscripts
ofhis father the History of the work of Redemption, two volumes of Sermons
and two volumes of Observations on important Theological subjects. In
Dwight's Life of President Edwards, pp. 613-624, is a statement by Dr.
Edwards of the "improvements in Theology, made by President Edwards
and those who have followed his course of thought."
In 1842, there was an edition of Dr. Edwards' works published, including
not only what had been printed in his lifetime, but some additional matter
from his original manuscripts, together with a brief memoir of his life, by
his descendant, the Rev. Tryon Edwards, D. D.

FROM THE REV. CALVIN CHAPIN, D. D,
ROCKY HILL, Conn., July 27, 1848.
Rev. and dear Sir: You ask for my recollections of my venerable father-in-law,
the younger President Edwards. If the following hints will avail to your purpose, they are at your service.
I would say concerning him, first of all, that he was intensely and successfully
devoted to the action of mind. An unabating improvement of his understanding
by the acquisition and retention of useful truths, and the cherishing of strong
affection for such truths, were the manifest objects of his untiring and earnest
efibrts. Rarely, if ever, would any thing of importance, within the legitimate
range of his intellect, escape his notice. Whatever seemed to him worthy of
second thought or review, he carefully treasured; and at your next familiar meeting with him, if opportunity occurred, you might expect that he would introduce
it as a subject of conversation. While he was a philosophical observer of the
common incidents of life, and often turned them to good account, he dwelt with
special interest on the great principles of morality, and more than all was interested in those great Christian truths which constitute emphatically the abiding
riches of the mind. His efibrts for these precious attainments were perseveringly
systematic: hence the success which crowned his laudable enterprise and ardent
desire. While he loved the study of truth in all its various forms, for its own
sake, he took great pleasure in communicating it, as he had opportunity. He
loved to enrich the minds of others with treasures, which had made his own mind
rich.
In scholarship, literary, scientific, moral, find theological, he was distinguished
by the utmost exactness and precision. Of poor scholarship he was, as might
be expected, invincibly impatient, A gentleman once remarked, in speaking of
this trait of his character,—" If he fails at all as President of Union College, his
impatience of poor scholarship will be the cause of his failure;" and he then
•WILLIAM BROWN was graduated at Yale College in 1789; was ordained at Glastenbury,
''"nn.. May 17, 1792; was dismissed January 2fi, 1797; went to reside in Tioga county, N . Y.,
• •.inquished his profession and engaged in the practice of law.
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added with characteristic good judgment,—" the indulgence of such a feeling can
be injuriously extreme; for even poor scholars flnd their places in the world, and
may be useful," He often attended the public examinations of Yale College, and
sometimes, by request of the Faculty, took part in them. On these occasions he
always showed himself perfectly at home; and where he discovered evidences of
delinquency and unfaithfulness in any of the students, he was not particularly
careful to conceal his disapprobation.
I n every day conversation, his habits were removed, as far as possible, from
every thing low and vulgar. And if others, as sometimes occurred amidst the
incautious hilarities of mixed company, came too near the verge of propriety, his
frown was sure to be expressed, either by a significant and piercing look, or by
well chosen words of merited rebuke.
His early childhood, as I have always understood, was not distinguished by
precocity, but rather by the opposite. The first human production that seems
specially to have arrested his attention, was Locke's Essay on the human understanding. Not later, it is believed, than his tenth, or perhaps his twelfth, year, he
got hold of this celebrated work, and read it over and over again, as he has himself
told me, with constantly increasing delight. Hence unquestionably the strength
of his relish for metaphysical study and discussion. Hence too his wonderful
power in logical reasoning and disquisition. Logic and Metaphysics combined
may be said to have constituted his prominent field of labour; and he brought
them both to bear with great effect upon the demonstration of Christian doctrine
and true experience in practical piety.
How far constitution, or early culture, or what men call accident, either
separately or unitedly operating, can create in an individual the taste for any
specific variety of mental occupation or enjoyment, does not appear to be satisfactorily ascertained. But there is no doubt that self-culture, in the maturer periods
of life, had much to do in giving to Dr, Edwards that remarkable power of
thought and argument, by which he was distinguished. His wonderful precision
of thought was evinced on various occasions; but never perhaps so strikingly as in
debate. To his opponent he would say, " Tell me what you mean, by this word,
or by that phrase. W e shall then flnd whether we agree, or how much we differ.
W e can then meet directly, compare arguments, and perhaps see conclusions
alike," Were this rule universally observed, a large part of the unpleasant and
Unprofitable discussions, t h a t agitate the church aud the world, would no doubt
be avoided.
Dr, E d w a r d s ' irritability was an obvious, and evidently a constitutional, characteristic. Of this trying infirmity no person could be more sensible than himself. In his confidential intervieM^s he used not unfrequently to speak of it, and
always in a way that indicated deep regret and self-condemnation. He watched,
and prayed, and struggled, against it, as the besetting infirmity of his nature;
and those who had an opportunity of observing, knew that his earnest efforts
were not in vain.
He was distinguished likewise by what I may call self-jealousy. Not far from
the time of his election to the Presidency of Union College, he suffered a perilous
fall from his horse, and was taken up in a state of insensibility. It was feared
at first that the concussion had seriously affected his head. That election put
him to a very serious inspection of himself, and even to earnest inquiry of some
of his friends, whether his faculties had not been so far impaired as to disqualify
him for the duties of that important office. And ultimately he referred the question whether he should accept the invitation or not, to his brethren in the ministry;
and it was their decision that he considered as indicating his course of duty.
Like the most accomplished and useful fathers of the last century, he looked
with deep contempt upon that blustering declamation in the pulpit, which gratifies,
without instructing, the vulgar portion of the community. His own discourses
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were always full of clear, forcible, scriptural thought, edifying to every class of
minds that would give him a patient attention. In extemporaneous utterance,
he commanded a very exact and unhesitating fluency.
But the most faithful representation of the character of his mind is to be
gathered from his own published works. Of these, far the most elaborate and
important are his volume on universal salvation, in reply to Dr, Chauncey,
and his volume on the self-determining power of the will, in reply to Dr, Samuel
West. In both these works, his logical powers may be seen in perhaps the fulness of their strength. I well remember that when his death was announced,
one of our most respectable clergymen remarked to m e , — " Dr. Edwards was the
ablest polemic writer of our c o u n t r y , "
Above all, and without fear of mistake, it may be affirmed that the crowning
glory of his character consisted in his conscientious and pious devotedness to the
Redeemer's cause upon earth, and to the promotion of sinning man's deliverance
by grace from the second death.
Your affectionate friend and brother,
CALVIN CHAPIN.
FROM THE R E V TIMOTHY MATHER COOLEY, D. D,
GRANVILLE, May 6,

1854.

My dear Sir: My knowledge of Dr. J o n a t h a n Edwards was gained chiefly while
I was a member of Yale College, He was then pastor of one of the churches in
New Haven; and I occasionally heard him preach, and sometimes met him in
private. I afterwards attended his installation at Colebrook; and well do I
remember that Dr, Trumbull of North Haven, in preaching his installation
sermon, told him to his face that God had given him great talents; which was
perhaps of questionable taste, if it was not an overmatch for Dr, E d w a r d s ' humility.
He was decidedly a man of m a r k ; and it was only necessary to live in his neighbourhood—1 had almost said, to live in his time—to have a pretty good idea of
his character.
In his personal appearance he was far from being prepossessing, as any one must
be convinced from the portrait of him that has been published with his works.
He was rather short, of a dark complexion, a piercing eye, and a severe countenance, strongly marked with the lines of thought. In his manners he was somewhat distant, and I believe there were comparatively few who felt much freedom
in conversing with him. He seemed to have no small talk for any body; being
probably opposed to it, as well from principle as taste, I am inclined to think
that his spirit was naturally somewhat impatient, and I well remember, as an
mstance of it, that he once called at Mr. Atwater's at Westfield, while I lived
'with him, and having occasion to get his horse shod, lost all patience with the
blacksmith, who had either made a blundering job of it, or in some other way had
dissatisfied him.
But every body knows that these things were only the infirmities of one of the
greatest minds of the age. His talent at profound investigation was perhaps
unrivalled. He was at home as far down in the depths of metaphysical abstraction as any other man, I may safely say, that this country has seen. On both
sides of the water, he was known as the champion of that system of Theology,
which though, substantially that of the New England Puritans, had been somewhat shaped and modified by his illustrious father.
In the pulpit, he was too profound to be interesting, or always intelligible to
ordinary minds. His own mind was so trained to ])hilosophical disquisition that
he seemed sometimes to forget that the multitude whom he was addressing were
not also metaphysicians, A portion of his preaching, however, was highly practical, and sometimes it was irresistibly impressive and even terrible. His manner
Was the opposite of attractive. In his voice there was a nasal twang which
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diminished the effect of his utterance. He had little or no gesture, looked about
but little upon his audience, and seemed like a man who was conscious that he was
dealing in abstractions. Nevertheless, he was uttering great and profound
thoughts; and those who were capable of estimating them, went away admiring
the power of his genius, and edified by the striking and original views which had
been presented to them,
I remember being present, the year after I left College, at a meeting of tho
Tutors of the CoUege, theological students, and perhaps some others,—designed
for theological discussion, and held in one of the Tutor's rooms. At this meeting.
Dr. Edwards was present, and bore an active and very able part in the discussion.
I am not sure what the subject was; but I well remember his relating, in illustration of some point, the following anecdote:—There was a family, I believe, by the
name of Potter, who had lived, for several generations, on the mountain North of
New Haven, and had been noted for their reckless, quarrelsome, almost fiend-like,
character. They quarrelled with each other, with their neighbours, with everybody. On one occasion there arose a violent altercation between the father and
the son; and the son, seizing the father by the hair of his head, dragged him
down to a certain tree, when the old man cried out, " Don't drag me any farther,
for I didn't drag my father beyond this tree."
Such are my recollections of this great man. You may doubtless obtain a
more extended account of him from some other source.
Truly and affectionately yours,
TIMOTHY MATHER COOLEY.

TIMOTHY HILLIARD.*
1767—1790.
T I M O T H Y H I L L I A R D was born in Kensington, N. H., in the year 1746.
His father, Joseph Hilliard, was a respectable farmer and a deacon in the
Congregational church in that place. In his early years the son evinced
an uncommon facility at acquiring knowledge, and a very cheerful and
amiable temper, which rendered him a favourite wherever he was known.
He entered Harvard College in 1760, and was graduated in 1764, being a
classmate of the late Governor Strong of Massachusetts. During his collegiate course he was distinguished as well for his correct and praiseworthy
deportment, as for his proficiency in the various branches of useful learning.
After devoting some time to the study of Theology, he was licensed to
preach; and, from the first, his efforts in the pulpit were received with
marked approbation. In 1768, he was appointed Chaplain of Castle William,
and accepted the appointment; but, after remaining there a few mouths, he
was elected a Tutor in Harvard College. This ofiice he held about two
years and a half, discharging its duties with great fidelity and to general
acceptance. In 1771, he was invited to settle as pastor of the church at
Barnstable, and, having accepted the call, his ordination took place on the
10th of April, of that year. Here he continued about twelve years, greatly
beloved by his own people, and highly esteemed and respected by the surrounding community.
* President Willard's Fun. Serm.—Holmes' Hist, of Cambridge.—Mass. Hist. Coll. H I .
and VII.—MSS. from his daughter, Mrs. Peck, and from Rev. Dr. Newell.
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Mr. Hilliard, finding that his health was seriously injured by the sea air,
at length felt himself constrained to ask a dismission from his pastoral
charge ; and a dismission was accordingly granted him in April, 1783. His
congregation consented to part with him, not without great reluctance, and
only in consideration of his being unable to endure the climate.
After his health had so far improved, in consequence of a change of air,
as to warrant his return to his professional labours, he commenced preaching at
Cambridge, and in a short time was invited to settle there as colleague pastor
with the venerable Dr. Appleton, then far advanced in life. He accepted
the invitation, and was installed October 27, 1783. He preached on the
occasion from Titus l i . 1 5 ; and the Charge was given by the Rev. Dr.
Cooper of Boston.
Here Mr. Hilliard continued to the close of his ministry and of his life.
During his last illness, which was but of few days' continuance, he
expressed perfect submission to the Divine will, and entire confidence in
his Redeemer. He died May 9, 1790, in the forty-fourth year of his age.
His funeral sermon was preached by President Willard, and was published.
Mr. Hilliard was married to Mary, daughter of Deacon Foster, of the
West church, Boston, shortly after his settlement at Barnstable. She was
a lady of rare endowments and accomplishments. They had eight children,
seven of whom survived their father.
The two eldest sons, Joseph and
Timothy, were graduated at Harvard College in 1793, and became clergymen. Joseph was ordained pastor of the church in Berwick, Me., October
10, 1797 ; was dismissed in 1825 ; and died in 1843. Timothy was born
in Barnstable, July 16,1776; was instituted Rector of an Episcopal church
in Portland, Me., in 1803; resigned his charge in April, 1808; and died in
Claremont, N. H., January 2, 1842, in his sixty-fifth year. Mrs. Hilliard
survived her husband many years, and died in 1818, aged sixty-three.
Mr. Hilliard published the substance of two Fast Sermons at Barnstable,
1774 ; a Sermon at the ordination of Bezaleel Howard, Springfield, 1785 ;
a Sermon at the execution of three persons, 1785 ; a Sermon at the ordination of Henry Ware, Hingham, 1787 ; a Sermon at the ordination of John
Andrews, Newburyport, 1 7 8 8 ; Dudleian Lecture at Harvard College,
1788.

FROM THE REV ABIEL ABBOT, D.D.
PETERBORO', N , H . , September 20, 1853.

My dear Sir: Nearly all who have any recollection of the Rev, Timothy Hilliard
have followed him to the scenes beyond the vail—otherwise I should refer you to
some other person for an account of him, rather than attempt it myself He was
the minister of Cambridge during the whole of my College life; and I had only
such a knowledge of him as I acquired almost necessarily from hearing him preach
every Sabbath, and living in his immediate neighbourhood, I suppose, however,
I shall not be in danger of going far astray in a general estimate of his character.
Mr, Hilliard was in person rather spare, and not far from the medium height.
His countenance was at once intellectual and engaging. He possessed undoubtedly
more than ordinary powers of mind, which had been improved by diligent culture.
His dispositions were gentle and conciliatory; and his intercourse was characterized by great prudence and consideration. As a preacher, he certainly did not
rank among the most popular; though, in respect to both matter and manner, he
was highly°acceptable. His manner was quiet and unostentatious, but still left
upon your mind a deep impression of his sincerity. His style was simple aud
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perspicuous, with little or no ornament. His preaching was practical, rather than
doctrinal; and his doctrines were Arminian rather than Calvinistic, Ofhis belief
in the doctrine of the Trmity I have no reason to doubt; though I am not aware
that I ever heard him allude to it. He had undoubtedly a highly respectable
standing among the ministers of his day. I once met him when he was a visitor
at an Association of ministers, and was struck with the marked respect which
they evinced for his character and his observations,
I believe he was a man of great natural benevolence, who could ill endure to
witness the sufferings of any of his fellow creatures. I remember to have seen
him, as officiating clergyman, at the execution of three men, at Cambridge, while I
was a member of College, when a circumstance occurred which I forbear to mention,
but which evinced an heroic fortitude, combined, as I had reason to believe, with
the strongest sympathy.
I am sorry that my recollections of Mr, Hilliard are not more extended; but I
have stated every thing concerning him that my memory supplies.
Affectionately yours,
ABIEL ABBOT.

ISAAC LEWIS, D. D.=^
1768—1840.
ISAAC L E W I S was the son of Nathaniel and Ruth (Beardsley) Lewis,
and was born in Stratford, Ripton parish, (now Huntington,) Conn., on the
21st of January, ( 0 . S.) 1746. His father, who was a farmer, was a
worthy and respectable man, and his mother was distinguished not only for
piety, but for great vigour of mind, and uncommon energy of purpose and
action. The years of his boyhood were divided between the farm and the
school; but, as he early evinced a great fondness for learning, his parents
determined to give him the advantages of a liberal education. For this
purpose they placed him under the instruction of their pastor, the Rev.
Jedediah Mills,! with whom he passed through his whole course preparatory to entering College.
He entered Yale College in 1761, and was graduated in 1765 : it is
somewhat remarkable that of forty-seven, composing tbe class of which he
was a member, twenty-one became ministers of the Gospel. Though he
had had frequent seasons of serious reflection in his earlier years, it was not
till his Junior year in College, that he gained the evidence of a permanent
change of character; and the circumstances under which this occurred were
somewhat extraordinary. At that time, the whole College was poisoned,
through the villainy of certain French neutrals. These fellows had taken
mortal off'ence at the conduct of a few wild students ; and, though every
reasonable effort at reconciliation was made, they refused to be reconciled,
meditating the most deadly revenge. To accomplish their purpose, they
contrived to visit the kitchen at which the food of the students was pre* MS. from his daughter.
t JEDEDIAH MILLS was a native of Windsor, Conn.; was graduated at Yale College in 1722;
was ordained pastor of the church in Ripton, in February, 1724; and died in 1776, He published a Vindication of Gospel truth and Refutation of some dangerous errors, A c , 1747; and
an Inquiry concerning the state of the unregenerate under the Gospel, &c., 1767.
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pared, and infused a large quantity of arsenic into one of the dishes that was
to be placed before them, A deadly sickness soon came over all who had
eaten of the dish; but, by an immediate resort to medical aid, most of
them, and Lewis among the rest, were cured—a few were so much afiectcd
that they died shortly after. I t so happened that almost immediately after
this, Whitefield visited New Haven, and preached in the College cliap^l,
turning this then recent event to the best account in the way of solonui
admonition ; the consequence of which was that a considerable number were
awakened to the importance of religion, and brought to attend to it as a
personal matter. Of this favoured number was Isaac Lewis.
Soon after his graduation, be commenced the study of Theology under
the direction of the Rev. Samuel Buell of East Hampton, L. I., and, at
the same time, placed himself under the care of the Suffolk Presbytery,
with a view of engaging in a mission to the South, when he should have
completed his theological course. After remaining here six months, he was
obliged, by a severe illness, to suspend his studies, and return to his father's
house ; and when sufl[iciently recovered to resume them, he did so, under
the instruction of his pastor, the Rev. Mr. Mills, with whom he continued
until he was ready for licensure. He was licensed to preach by tbe Fairfield East Association, at Danbury, in March, 1768. Through the persuasion of friends, he was induced to relinquish the idea of taking a Southern
mission. He was first invited to preach at Newport, R. I., to the congregation over which Dr. Hopkins was subsequently settled; but, as he
received a call about the same time from Wilton, a parish not far from his
father's residence, he determined to accept the latter. He was accordingly
ordained at Wilton, on the 26th of October, 1768,—the ordination sermon
being preached by his pastor and theological instructer, the Rev. Mr. Mills.
In December of the same year, he was married to Hannah, eldest daughter of Matthew Beale, of New Preston, Conn.,—a lady every way suited
to the station to which her marriage introduced her.
Mr. Lewis espoused his country's cause with great zeal during the Revolutionary struggle ; and both himself and bis family had a full share in the
sufferings and perils of that eventful period. On one occasion, when the
British were trying to effect a landing at Norwalk, and the people had congregated to repel them, a cannon ball from one of their vessels struck the
beach, within three feet of the spot on which he was standing, and then
bounded with great force, and lodged in the ground three or four rods distant. At the burning of Norwalk, so complete was the desolation, that
only one house, and tbat unfinished, and at a distance from the village, was
suffered to remain ; but, in tbat solitary dwelling, the inhabitants assembled
to observe a day of fasting and prayer, and Mr. Lewis preached an appropriate sermon to them from Isaiah LXiv 11, 12.
In the summer of 1776, he was appointed Chaplain to the regiment commanded by Colonel Philip B. Bradley, then stationed at Bergen. He
remained in the army actively engaged in his appropriate duties, nearly
seven months; when he was attacked with a violent fever which then prevailed in the camp, and was, for some time, so ill that his recovery was considered hopeless. But, having naturally a vigorous constitution for medical
skill to act upon, his health was gradually restored. After tbe State troops
were disbanded, he wns appointed Chaplain in tlie Continental army , but
his people being unwilling to spare him again, he declined the appnintment.

664

TRINITARIAN CONGREGATIONAL.

A few years subsequent to this, he efiFected an exchange for several Sabbaths with the Congregational minister of Dorset, Vt.,—preaching at Dorset on each Sabbath, and visiting the destitute congregations in that region
during the week. His labours, at this time, greatly overtasked his physical
energies; the effect of which was the rupture of a blood-vessel on the
lungs. This occurred when his missionary tour was nearly completed ; but
he succeeded, by easy stages, in reaching home, and was able, after a short
time, to resume his accustomed labours among his people. The complaint
which then threatened him so seriously, never returned upon him afterwards.
During his residence in Wilton, he was invited to take charge of a congregation in South Carolina; but, though it was in many respects a highly
advantageous offer, he declined it principally,—to use his own language,—
on the ground of his "strong disapprobation of the system of slavery."
When Mr. Lewis entered the ministry, the Consociation with which he
united, generally approved and practised what was called the " Half-way
Covenant;" non-professors, and even some of doubtful morality, being permitted to offer their children in baptism. He soon became satisfied that the
practice was inconsistent alike with Scripture, and the usage of the Primitive Church; and he announced his purpose not to administer the ordinance
to the children of any except believing parents. This occasioned great dissatisfaction among his people ; and, for three years, they testified their dissatisfaction by withholding from him, either altogether or in a great measure,
the salary they had pledged to him; but still he remained true to his convictions. I t was this state of things that led him finally to seek and obtain
a dismission from his people, in June, 1786,—having laboured among them
nearly eighteen years.
On the same day that terminated his ministry at Wilton, he was invited
to preach to the people in tbe neighbouring town of Greenwich. He commenced his labours there almost immediately ; and, though an overture was
afterwards made from Wilton to resettle him, he accepted a call from Greenwich, and was installed there, on the 18th of October, 1786,—the sermon
being preached by the Rev. Mr. Camp * of Ridgebury. Within a few years
after his removal from Wilton, he had the gratification of seeing the "Halfway Covenant" wholly abandoned by both ministers and churches throughout
the Consociation.
When he took charge of the church in Greenwich, he found it in a
depressed and broken condition. The place was still suffering, in respect
to both property and morals, under the disastrous effects of the Revolutionary war. His Society could do but little for the support of the Gospel.
He aided them by his personal efforts; contributing largely to tbe support
of his family, by opening a school in his own house, which he continued
several years. Under his earnest and laborious ministry, the place gradually rose from its depression, religion revived, the church was built up, a
spirit of liberality increased, and the wbole state of things took on a new
and more encouraging aspect. The growth of the church was gradual but
steady ; and in 1816-17, there was an extensive and powerful revival under
his ministry, which added largely to the number of communicants, as well
as to the strength and influence of the church.
* SAMUEL CAMP was grfiduated at Yale College in 1764; was ordained pastor of the church
in Ridgebury, Conn., in 1770; was dismissed in 1805; and died in 1813.
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The degree of Doctor of Divinity was conferred upon him by Yale College in 1792.
When he was in the seventy-third year of his age, and the fifty-first of
his ministry, he asked a dissolution of his pastoral relation, from a conviction
that the spiritual interests of bis people required the efforts of some younger
man, who could be more active in the duties of his office. And having prepared the way for the comfortable support of a successor, by inducing them
to raise a fund in aid of it, (to which he himself contributed,) he resisted
their urgent entreaties that he would continue his labours a few years longer.
They then proposed to settle a colleague, that they might still retain him as
their senior pastor; but he preferred to resign his charge altogether, and
finally obtained a reluctant consent of the people to unite with him in calling the Consociation, with a view to his dismission. Shortly after, they gave
a call to his son, the Rev. Isaac Lewis, Jr., then at New Rochelle,—which
he accepted; and, on the same day on which the father was dismissed,
(December 1, 1818,) the son was installed pastor of the flock which he had
left. He, however, by no means, lost his interest in the welfare of the
people, nor ceased to labour for their l)enefit as he had opportunity; and
besides conducting a weekly prayer meeting and Bible class, he preached
occasionally for several years, not only to his former charge, but in the
neighbouring towns. His last public service, with the exception of occasional addresses at the Communion table, was his charge to the people at
the installation of the Rev. Joel Mann, who succeeded his son as pastor of
the church at Greenwich, September 1, 1830. His last address to his
church, which was evidently intended by him to be his Valedictory, was in
the autumn of 1836, and was characterized by great solemnity, tenderness,
and impressiveness. He was never afterwards able to attend church except
as, in two or three instances, he was carried thither by his friends and neighbours. After he had given up all expectation of ever visiting the Sanctuary
again, the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper was sometimes, by his request,
administered to him in his own dwelling,—the officers and some of the members of the church being present.
Early in life he suffered a severe attack of inflammatory rheumatism, from
the effect of which he never fully recovered ; and, as old age came upon him,
his limbs gradually contracted a stiffness, which, during the last two years
of his life, rendered him unable to walk. His vision also, at the same time,
became constantly more dim ; and, for the last four months of his life, he
was unable to distinguish the countenances of his own family. In the
winter of 1839-40, his infirmities and sufferings were greatly increased, and
it became evident that his life was drawing to a close. But he evinced the
utmost patience under his trials, as well as the most tender and delicate
consideration towards those who had the charge of him ; and, amidst all his
sufferings, his mind, especially when directed to the subject of religion, as it
habitually was, acted with as much clearness and vigour as at any period of
bis life. His strength gradually decayed during the summer of 1840, and
on the 27th of August, he fell into a tranquil slumber from which he awoke
only to see his Redeemer as He is. His funeral sermon was preached by the
Rev. Noah Coe, then pastor of the church he had so long served,—from
I Cor. I l l , 11,—the same text with tbat upon which Whitefield preached
the sermon in Yale College chapel, which had been the means of awakening
bis mind to religion more than three-quarters of a century before.
Vni. T
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I n 1816, Dr. Lewis was chosen a member of tbe Corporation of Yale
College. He hesitated about accepting the appointment; but, after the death
of President Dwight, whieh occurred the next year, he took his seat in the
Board, and united in the deliberations which resulted in the choice of Dr.
Day as President Dwight's successor. Having inducted the new President
into ofiice, and seen the affairs of the College in a prosperous train, he
resigned his connection with the Board in 1818.
He had a prominent agency in many of the benevolent movements of the
day, and was connected with most of the prominent Societies then existing for the extension of the Gospel and the promotion of the great interests
of humanity.
Tbe following is a list of his publications :—A Sermon at the ordination
of Justus Mitchell.* A Sermon delivered as the Concio ad Clerum iu Yale
College, 1790. A Sermon on the Divine mission of Jesus Christ delivered
before the Consociation, 1796. A Sermon on the practical advantages of
Godliness, preached at Hartford, 1797 A Sermon at the inauguration of
President Day, 1817. A Sermon at the installation of his son and successor
in the ministry at Greenwich, 1818.
Dr. Lewis and his wife were the parents of nine children,—six sons and
three daughters. Of the five sons who lived to maturity, three were educated at Yale College, two entered the ministry, and three were lawyers. Mrs.
Lewis died on the 13th of April, 1829.
Zechariah and Isaac, sons of Dr. Lewis, were twin brothers, and were
born at Wilton, January 1, 1773. They were both graduated at Yale
College in 1794.
Zechariah studied Theology at Philadelphia under the direction of the
Rev. Dr. Ashbel Green; and was, at the same time, a private tutor in the
family of General Washington. He was licensed to preach by the Fairfield
West Association in the year 1796. In the autumn of that year, he became
a Tutor in Yale College, and held that office until the failure of his health
obliged him to resign it in the summer of 1799. He devoted several of the
following years to ineffectual efforts to recover strength sufficient for prosecuting the duties of the ministry ; and, having at length become convinced that
he must turn to secular life, he became the editor of the "Commercial Advertiser " and " New York Spectator;" and in this employment he remained till
about the year 1820. For six years he performed the duties of Corresponding
Secretary of the New York Religious Tract Society, out of which grew, some
years subsequently, the American Tract Society. Having resigned that
office in February, 1820, he was elected, in the following May, Secretary
for Domestic correspondence of the United Foreign Missionary Society; and
in this office he continued five years. In July, 1820, he commenced the
publication of the American Missionary Register, of which he had the
editorial charge several years. He died at his residence in Brooklyn.
November 14, 1840, in the sixty-eighth year of his age. He published an
Oration before the Connecticut Society of Cincinnati, 1799; Remarks on a
Subterranean wall in North Carolina, 1800; a Reply to Dr. Woodhouse's
Strictures on the " R e m a r k s , " 1802; Annual Reports of the New York
Religious Tract Society from 1815 to 1820.
• J U S T U S MITCHELL was graduated at Yale College in 1776; was settled as minister of New
Canaan, Conn, in 1781; and died in 1806.
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The twin brother, Isaac, after graduating at Yale College, remained at
New Haven, and pursued the study of Theology, as is supposed, under
both Presidents, Stiles and Dwight. He was ordained May 30, 1798 ; and
in 1800 was installed pastor of the First Presbyterian church in Cooperstown, N. Y. After remaining there about six years, he resigned his charge,
and in 1806 was installed pastor of the Presbyterian church in Goshen,
N, Y. On leaving Goshen he preached for some time, in 1812, in Bristol,
R. I.; and afterwards served, as a stated supply, the churches of New
Rochelle and W^cst Farms, N. Y. In December, 1818, he was settled, as
the successor of his venerable father, over the church in Greenwich. After
an uncommonly successful ministry of a few years, he resigned bis charge,
and on the 12th of November, 1828, was installed pastor of the church in
Bristol, R. I. Here, in the abundance of his labours, his voice failed, causing
him, in September, 1831, again to resign his charge, thougb he continued
to preach occasionally till within a few weeks of his death. He died at the
residence of his daughter in the city of New York, September 23, 1854, in
the eighty-second year of his age. He was honoured with the degree of
Doctor of Divinity from Delaware College in 1844. He published a Sermon
at the ordination of the Rev. Joshua Knight, at Sherburne, 1804 ; a
Thanksgiving Sermon at Bristol, R. I., 1812; a Sermon on the Divinity of
Jesus Christ, preached at Bristol, 1812 ; an Address at the Fourth Anniversary of the Fairfield County Bible Society, 1824 ; The union of believers
with Christ: A Sermon in the National Preacher, 1827; Connecticut
Election Sermon, 1827
Both these brothers were men of excellent talents, of elevated Christian
characters, and of extensive usefulness. With Mr. Zechariah Lewis I had
the pleasure of considerable acquaintance; and his fine, expressive countenance, his urbane and gentlemanly manners, his richly endowed and well
furnished mind, and his truly Christian and philanthropic spirit, left an
impression upon me, which the lapse of many years has done little to
efface.
*
FROM THE REV NATHANIEL HEWITT, D. D.
BRIDGEPORT, Conn., July 15,1850.
My dear Sir: In January, 1818, I was installed at Fairfield, where I met, for
the first time, the late Rev. Dr. Isaac Lewis, He took part in the public solemnities on that occasion, and offered the installing prayer. He was then nearly
seventy years old, and in his person and deportment united the patriarch, prophet,
and saint. His head and shoulders were above his brethren, and his hair flowing
and white as the snow, his shoulders broad, his forehead massive, his complexion
so clear and pure as to resemble a child's, a large blue eye, expressive of mildness and purity, his voice smooth and guttural, and his air and attitude in the
pulpit and in prayer, more as a man of God than any other I have ever known.
I have been often at his house in Greenwich, His hospitality and courtesy
were those of the gentleman of the old school. He was graceful and cheerful at
hi>firesideand table, and made his visitors, especially his ministerial brethren,
feel themselves both at home and in a father's house. An evangelical vein ran
through all his words, and yet he had a robust and prolonged and joyous laugh.
He enjoyed good health until near the close of life, with the exception of rheumatism, and that was mostly in one knee, which was stiff for ten or more years
hefore his death. AVhen about his ninetieth ye.ar, I called upon him, and lame as
he was, he would rise from his chair and upiirojicli to receive me; and, in answer
to my question, "How do you do. Father Lewis ?"—he replied, " Quite well,
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Sir, I thank you, except my lameness, and one other complaint," "'And what is
that. Sir ?" I asked, " It is old age—a complaint tbat the grave only can
cure,"
He was a decided Calvinist in his faith, and a fervent experimentalist, if I may
use that term in this connection, in his pulpit and from house to house. Vital
and practical godliness flourished under his ministry, and he ruled his people by
the force of truth and grace. He trained them to good works; and, for many
years after his resignation, and after his decease, and I know not but that it
remains so to this day,—the amount annually given by them to charitable and
religious uses, is greater than by any other church and congregation in the county,
I never heard him preach, and sat with him but once in council. He resigned his
charge when he completed his seventieth year, saying,—" Now I know that I am
an old man, and ought to retire; but if I live a few years more, I shall doubt and
then deny it."
I went to see him a short time previous to his decease. He was wasted by a
continual diarrhoea, and this, in connection with the ravages of time, had greatly
changed his countenance. Nothing was left of that noble, beaming face, but the
faint and failing lustre of his eye. The same sweet aud pure expression was
there, and the trembling touch of the withered and powerless hand was all that
was left of that full, strong grasp of his great, broad hand, which always greeted
me before. He faintly whispered " Farewell;" and I saw him no more till I saw
him in his coffin.
His funeral was more like Jacob's than any I ever attended. His posterity
was numerous, and many were present, and the inhabitants of the town and
vicinity, with the neighbouring ministers, made a vast concourse. He was honoured in his death, and laid in his grave by those who doubtless, one and all, in
feeling and faith, pronounced the Scripture eulogium,—" Blessed are the dead
who die in the Lord,"—and " they that turn many to righteousness shall shine
as the stars for ever and ever,"
Yours in the bonds of the Gospel,
NATHANIEL HEWITT,

ANDREW LEE, D. D.*
1768—1832.
A N D R E W L E E was a son of John and Abigail (Tully) Lee, and was born
at Lyme, Conn., on the 7th of May, ( 0 . S.) 1745. His father, who was a
lawyer of some distinction, was, at one time. King's Attorney for the
county of New London, and, for many years, represented the town of Lyme
in the General Assembly of the Colony. He died at the age of forty-eight,
when Andrew was a little more than three months old. His widow afterwards removed to Saybrook, was married to Mr. Caleb Chapman of that
place, and died May 2, 1773, at the age of sixty-four. I t was here that
this son spent his early years.
He was graduated at Yale College in 1766. Having devoted the greater
part of two years to the study of Theology, he commenced preaching in
the year 1768 ; and on the 26th of October, of that year, was ordained
pastor of the church in Hanover, now Lisbon, Conn, Here he continued to

* Nott's Fun. Serm.—MSS. from his family.
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labour as a minister, until within about a year of his decease, which occurred
on the 25tb of August, 1832, when he was in his eighty-eighth year.
During the last year of his life, he was the subject of a gradual decline of
both body and mind, which disabled him alike for physical and mental
effort. His funeral sermon was preached by the Rev. Dr. Nott of Franklin, and was published.
From 1S07 to 1823, he was a member of the Corporation of Yale College.
In 1809, the degree of Doctor of Divinity was conferred upon him by Harvard University.
He was married, October 15, 1768, to Eunice, daughter of the Rev.
Theophilus Hall,* of Meriden, Conn. They had ten children; one of
whom,—John, was graduated at Yale College in 1793 ; settled as a lawyer
at Cambridge, N. Y,; and died in 1814. In 1801, Dr. Lee was married a
a second time, to Abigail, widow of Ebenezer Smith, of Roxbury, Mass.,
who died in May, 1831.
The following is a list of Dr. Lee's publications:—A Discourse on a day
of Fasting and Prayer, 1776. A Sermon at the funeral of the Rev. Benjamin Throop,t 1785. An Inquiry whether it be the duty of man to be
willing to suffer damnation for the Divine glory, 1786.* A Discourse at the
ordination of Jonathan Ellis,t 1789. A Sermon entitled " T h e Declensions
of Christianity an argument for its truth," 1793. A Sermon at the ordination of David Palmer,^ 1800. Sermons on va^rious important subjects,
(octavo volume,) 1803. Comments on Romans i x . , in two Discourses,
1811. A Half Century Sermon, 1818.

FROM THE REV LEVI NELSON, D. D.
LISBON, July 2, 1849.
Dear Sir: It gives me pleasure to comply with your request in stating to you
some of my impressions and recollections concerning my friend and neighbour,
the Rev, Dr, Lee, I was well acquainted with him for many years, and our relations were always most friendly and agreeable,
Dr, Lee's mind was undoubtedly of a superior order,—characterized alike by
strong common sense, and an uncommon power of discrimination. Pew men
whom I have known, could penetrate more easily into the depths of almost any
subject, than he. He had great independence, as well as vigour, of mind, and I
believe never received any opinion without having thoroughly examined it, and
being able to give what, to himself at least, was a satisfactory reason for holding
it. He was not partial to a beaten track; he was fond of kindling up a light
in dark places;—an illustration of which you will find on the title page of his
• THEOPHILUS H A L L was graduated at Yale College in 1727; was ordained first pastor of the
church in Meriden, October 29, 1729; and died Maroh 25,1767, in the sixtieth year of his age.
Dr. Dana says—"He was a gentleman of strong intellectual powers; much esteemed as a
preacher; of great firmness and stability; and a zealous advocate for civil and religious
liberty." He published two sermons on the death of the Rev. Isaac Stiles ; two sermons
on faith; and a sermon at the ordination of MatthewMerriam—[who was a native of Wallingford, Conn,; was graduated at Yale College in 1759; wasordained pastor of the church at
Berwick, Me,, in September, 1765; and died in January, 1797,]
t BENJAMJN THEOOP was born June 9, (0. S,) 1712; was graduated at Yale College in 1734;
*M ordained pastor of the church in New Concord, now liozrah, Conn,, January 3,1738; and
&'l September 1(5, 1785.
, . ,
„ ,
,
,
t JONATHAN E L L I S was graduated at Yale College in 1786; was ordained pastor of the church
inTopiham, Me., September 16, 1789; and was dismissed in 1810. He published an oration
on the Fourth of July, 1806.
.„..„„
,
,
,,.
. § DAVID PALMER was born at Windham, Conn., April 20,1769; was graduated at Dartmouth
College in 1797; was ordained p.-istor of the church in Townsend, Mass., January 1, 1800;
""gned his charge February 16, 18:^,1; and died in 1849.
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volume of Sermons; in whieh he says they are " written partly on stmdry of the
more difBcult passages of Scripture,"
Dr, Lee possessed an uncommonly social and friendly disposition; was generally
cheerful iu his intercourse; and knew better than most men how to rule his own
spirit. He was constituted with a quick sensibility to human suffering; and
nothing of a tender kind could fall under his eye or be brought to his knowledge,
but you saw at once that it had touched a sympathizing heart, I can never forget
the impressive manner in which he related to me the following anecdote, shortly
after he had received it from one of his friends.
After the allied armies entered
France in the year 1813, it seems that strict orders were given to the soldiers to
respect private property. The orders, however, were, to some extent, disobeyed,
and a poor widow's cow was taken away, and driven to the camp. The widow
went to the oflBcers for redress. They told her that if she would go where the
cattle were, and point out her cow, she should be returned to her. She immediately did so; and was assured that she might return home, and feel no disquietude, as her property would certainly soon be restored. Upon investigation,
the officers ascertained that the soldiers had stolen other things from the inhabitants, such as gold and silver beads, rings, &c. These they were ordered to string
around the cow's neck, and then drive her home. As soon as the poor widow
saw them, she exclaimed that nothing belonged to her but the cow. The soldiers
told her that they were commanded to give her all that was upon the cow's neck.
She assured them that she could consent to take no articles, even of the least
value; that they probablj' belonged to the poor who, in those hard times, depended
upon them as the means of their support, as she depended upon her cow for her
living; and she absolutely insisted that thej'' must give her nothing, and that she
would take nothing, but her cow. No one could have heard the Doctor relate
this story, and have had a doubt that he possessed the most generous sensibility.
He rose from his seat, evidently filled with intense feeling, and bursting into
tears, exclaimed, " She must have been a good woman,"
On some theological points Dr, Lee was considered more " l i b e r a l " than many
of his brethren in the ministry. About the time of the commencement of the
Unitarian controversy,—I mean about 1811,—some suspicion was raised as to his
adherence to the commonly received doctrine of the Trinity. This was, partly
at least, in consequence of his having spoken with some degree of approbation of
Worcester's " Bible N e w s , " which had then just been published, and was exciting
considerable interest in the religious community. Some verbal discussion and
written correspondence took place on the subject between him and one of his
brethren. At length the brother proposed to him the following question:—"Do
you fall in with what Mr, "Worcester has written in such a sense as to think it
improper to make use of the Christian Doxology ? "
He answered, " B y no
means," From this declaration, in connection with other things equally decisive,
the brother was convinced that whatever speculations Dr, Lee might have indulged
in, he held the doctrine of the Trinity substantially as it has been held by the
great mass of Protestant Churches. To the doctrine of atonement, as including
the idea of propitiation and expiation for sin, he gave an unqualified and most
earnest assent, I remember, on a certain occasion, to have heard him, when
referring to his own religious experience, break out in a most humble and fervent
acknowledgment of his entire dependance on the blood of Christ for the pardon of
his sins, and the grace of Christ for the sanctification of his soul, I can truly say
that my intercourse with him has left on my mind a pleasing impression of his
sincere and enlightened piety.
Dr. Lee had a degree of influence over his people which falls to the lot of few
ministers, especially in later times; and, notwithstanding what were supposed
to be his liberal tendencies, he left behind him, when he had finished his labours,
a united orthodox church. In consequence of his early associations,—havmg
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been brought up in a region where the effects of Davenport's irregularities were
keenly felt, he imbibed a prejudice against religious meetings, except upon the
Sabbath. This prejudice, however, died away after he became advanced iu life,
and had had an opportunity to observe that such meetings, under prudent management, had no tendency to disorder. In the year 1821, there was an extensive
revival of religion in his parish, in which he availed himself freely of the assistance of some of the neighbouring ministers, and did not hesitate to hold extra
meetings, during the week, in conformity to the exigency of the case, as well as
the usage of the time.
Dr. Lee was greatly beloved by his people and respected and honoured by the
whole community. He was made originally on a noble scale, and his faculties
were finely developed by careful and diligent culture, I felt his death as a deep
personal affliction, and mourned for him as an affectionate friend and father in the
ministry,
I remain affectionately yours,
LEVI NELSON,
To the above testimony of Dr. Nelson, I am able to add the record of
my own impressions concerning Dr. Lee, gathered from a brief personal
acquaintance with him. I met him several times during a few of his later
years, but my most interesting recollections of him relate to a day and a
night which I passed in his house, in the autumn of 1824.
He had been, for many years,—perhaps during his whole ministry, the
intimate friend and warm admirer of my predecessor and colleague in the
ministry at West Springfield, Dr. Lathrop; and, though I doubt not that
his eminently social and friendly feelings would have secured to me a hospitable welcome under any circumstances, I was quite sure that the relation
I sustained to his venerable friend, greatly increased his interest in my visit.
I well remember that his appearance and manner, as I met hira at his own
door, while they were impressively dignified, and even patriarchal, were still
50 fraught with kindness as to leave me in no doubt that I was an acceptable guest. In person he was above the ordinary size, rather thickly set,
though not inclined to corpulency, with a countenance on which were
marked the lines of strong and manly thought. Without any thing of a
patronizing manner towards me, which his age might have well enough
excused, he seemed more than willing to impart to me the treasures of his
wisdom, the fruits of his long experience, especially in connection with the
ministry. I found him aa excellent talker; in every thing that he said
there was a directness and transparency creditable alike to his head and his
heart. In his religious opinions he evidently sympathized most, at that
tune, with the school of "Moderate Calvinists," as they were called; having a great aversion to extremes in Theology, and yet disposed to think
charitably of those who differed widely from each other. He seemed to me
to be strongly impressed with the idea that the whole truth lay not in the
creed of any one sect, and tbat even the purest faith might yet undergo
some modification, in the progress of more extended biblical inquiry. He
was evidently a man of noble, generous spirit. I t was imprinted upon his
countenance ; it breathed in his conversation. Brief as my visit was, it has
rendered the memory of him exceedingly pleasant to me.
Dr. Cogswell of Windham, (Scotland parish,) who was for many years
contemporary in the ministry with Dr, Lee, and resided in the same neighbourhood, often mentions him in his diary, and always in terms of marked
respect. He thus notices his examination by the council that ordained
1^:—"Mr, Lee was critically examined, and passed a good examination.
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He appears an ingenious and pious youth. Some objections were made, but
appeared of little weight." In 1771, he says,—" Mr. Lee professes himself a Calvinist." I t is evident, however, that Dr. Cogswell considered his
Theology as of rather a moderate type, though not varying materially from
the accredited standards. He often speaks of his glowing patriotism during
the Revolution, and even doubts whether his zeal in sustaining the American cause did not sometimes outstrip his prudence. I t is due to candour to
say that I have seen several letters of Dr. Lee written in 1812, and one as
late as 1821, that indicate a deeper sympathy with the liberal party than
Dr. Nelson's letter would seem to attribute to him, or even than I should
have inferred from the remarks he made to me several years after.

SAMUEL JOHN MILLS.*
1768—1833.
SAMUEL J O H N M I L L S was the son of John and Jane (Lewis) Mills, and
was born in Kent, Conn., May 16, 1743. His father was a native of
Windsor, and his mother of Stratford. I t is reasonable to suppose that he
enjoyed the advantage of a religious education from his childhood; for,
wliile walking with a friend by the house in which he was born, he has been
known to point with deep emotion to a certain tree, saying—" Yonder did
my father direct my little brother to go night and morning and call upon
Grod ; and yonder, behind that other object, did he charge me to go and perform the same service." After spending some of his earliest years at work
upon his father's farm, he was fitted for College, under the instruction of
the Rev. Joel Bordwell,t the minister of his native place. He was graduated at Yale College in 1764; and outlived all his classmates. After pursuing for some time a course of theological study, he was licensed to preach
by the Association of Litchfield County. From the Records of the Association, it appears that, according to their rules, he " offered himself (September 20, 1768) for examination, in order to his being approved of for
ordination in the work of the Gospel ministry over the church and people of
Torringford, and was examined, and approved, and recommended to them as
a meet person, qualified to settle with them in that work." His ordination
took place on the 29th of June, 1769.
Mr. Mills' ministry, being exercised in a quiet country parish, was little
diversified with incidents, except such as grew out of his own peculiar characteristics. As he was an eminently faithful and laborious pastor, he was
privileged, at different periods, to witness the manifest tokens of God's
gracious presence among his people, and, as the result, large additions to
his church. The years 1792, 1816, and 1821 were signalized in this respect;
and in the last two mentioned years, one hundred and twenty persons were
received to communion. Mr. Mills' house was burnt a few years before his
• M S S . from Kev. Frederick Marsh, Rev. D. L. Parmelee, E . H . Mills, and others.
t JOEL BOEBWELL was born at Deerfield, Mass., in October, 1732; was graduated at Yale
College in 1756 ; was ordained pastor of the church in Kent, October 28,1768; and died December 6, 1811, in the eightieth year of his age, and the fifty-fourth of his ministry.
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death, when the Records of the church were destroyed. He preached his
Half-century Sermon in 1819.
In 1822, Mr Mills having now begun sensibly to feel the infirmities of
age, his people provided him a colleague in the Rev. Epaphras Goodman,
who remained in the pastoral charge of the church until some time after
Mr. M.'s death. The venerable senior pastor, after this, preached but
seldom, and his mental faculties gradually declined until his mind became
nearly a blank. But the subject that remained last and longest with him
was tbe enlargement of Christ's Kingdom and the ultimate triumph of the
Gospel. A short time before his death, a distinguished physician, who had
known him intimately, and profited much by his ministrations in his earlier
years, went to Torringford to make him a visit; but, on his arrival there,
was advised not to attempt to fulfil his purpose, on the ground that Mr. M.
was so much reduced in both body and mind that an interview with him, if
it should be obtained, would be productive rather of pain than of pleasure.
Not discouraged, however, by this intimation, he called on Mr. M., and it
was not without some difficulty that he succeeded in bringing himself to his
remembrance. He began his conversation with him in some such strain as
this—" You are a very aged man. Sir, and must soon leave the world, and
I should like to know what your feelings are in the prospect of entering
eternity." The old man's bosom began immediately to heave with emotion,
and he answered—" I am a poor, miserable sinner—I don't know what will
become of me—I don't know but I shall be lost,"—adding other remarks
of similar import. The Doctor immediately gave his thoughts a different
direction, by referring to the benevolent operations of the day; and instantly
his mind kindled, and he exclaimed with an animated tone and expression
that would have been worthy of his best days,—"Wonderful day! Wonderful day! The Bible Society ; the Tract Society ; the Missionary Society—the waters of the Sanctuary are rising and rising ; and by and bye they
will overspread the whole earth, and then the latter day glory will come
m!" Having uttered these sublime expressions, his mind relapsed into its
habitually imbecile state, and never awoke to another effort until it was dislodged from the earthly tabernacle. He died on the 11th of May, 1833,
lacking five days only of ninety years. His funeral sermon was preached
by the Ptev. Luther Hart of Plymouth.
Mr. Mills was married, November 19, 1771, to Esther Robbins of
Canaan, who died December 30, 1809. They had four children, one of
whom was the Rev. Samuel J . Mills, J r . , whose memory is so widely and
gratefully cherished in connection with the cause of missions.
Mr. Mills published a Sermon preached at Litchfield, at a meeting of
smgers, 1775 ; and two Sermons on the Religious Sentiments of Christ, in
a volume entitled "Sermons Collected," 1797

FROM THE REV NOAH PORTER, D. D.
FARMINGTON, Conn., November 15, 1848,
My dear Sir: My reminiscences of the Rev, Mr. Mills of Torringford are so few
and indistinct, that I am not prepared to give you a particular and graphic account
of him. I saw him but very unfrequently, and have no remembrance of having
heard him preach except in a single instance. On one occasion I remember to have
been present with him, and Father Hallock, and others, at a ministers' meeting
at his house. It was soon after it was decided that his son, Samuel J, of blessed
VOL, I.
85
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memory, should accompany the little band, then soon to go out as the first missionaries from this country to the Heathen of the East. Whither precisely they
were to go, and how a door was to be opened to them, was not known,—only it
was expected that somewhere in Southern Asia, they were to seek a foothold, and
that they were soon to set sail. Mills, as you know, did not in fact accompany
them,—perhaps diverted by the project of his mission to Africa; but, in the
expectation of soon parting with that beloved son, to see his face no more, the old
gentleman told us of the decision, bathed in tears, and even convulsed with emotion, and apparently in the midst of that conflict of affection with principle, which
a heart so tender and so pious as his might be expected to feel, at the first call of
God to so great a sacrifice, I mention this chiefly as an introduction to a notice
of Mr, Hallock to which I love to recur. In the course of the meeting, Mr. Hallock, in a very tender and pathetic prayer, alluding to the circumstance of his own
son whom he had educated at College, at no small sacrifice, with the hope of his
becoming a minister of the Gospel,—giving no satisfactory evidence of conversion
to God, and in consequence entering on the study of Law, while the son of his
brother Mills was called to the distinguished honour of preaching the unsearchable
riches of Christ to the Heathen, urged the petition that that brother, now so
depressed at the thought of separation, might not be unduly lifted up by the rich
blessing conferred upon him.
Some things in Father ]Mills were too prominent for even a stranger, who had
the slightest personal acquaintance with him, soon to forget. His tall and well
proportioned form and dignified bearing gave him a princely air. His voice too,—
so deep toned and mellow, was very commanding. He was often tender in his
addresses, and even in his remarks in conversation on evangelical subjects; and
was often melted to tears,—though rarely, if ever, interrupted by emotion in his
utterance. Such tenderness in so gigantic a form, and so powerful an intellect, was
exceedingly winning and impressive. His sermons abounded in anecdotes and
other illustrations taken from common life, drawn out in a collateral and rather
homely style, and adapted to the comprehension and habits of a plain, agricultural people, shut out from the busy world,—such as were the people of his charge.
Yet, if I do not mistake, his sermons were not commonly loose or immethodical;
but, on the contrary, were closely argumentative and powerfully convincing.
This was particularly the case on subjects pertaining to the sovereignty of God,
which were leading topics in " t h e Litchfield county Divinity," that was so
often talked of in his day, as having been connected with the revivals for which
the county was distinguished,
Mr, Mills, I believe, spent much of his time among his people, preaching from
house to house; had few books and read but little; drew his discourses from the
resources of his own mind, enlightened by the word and Spirit of God, and in
consequence, was able to " give to every one a portion in due season," A person
who was conversant with him in his latter years, lately told me that his people
often anticipated his subject for the coming Sabbath by his topics of conversation
the preceding week. So also his discourses on the Sabbath, he was used to
mingle in conversation the week following.
Not doubting that you will be able to obtain more extended notices of this
truly excellent man from other sources, I am Sir,
Your very afibctionate friend and brother.
N. PORTER.

FROM THE REV ABEL McEWEN, D. D.
NEW LONDON, December 18, 1848.

Dear Sir: The Rev, Samuel J , Mills was of the same age of my father: they
lived in adjacent parishes and were intimate friends. In my childhood and youth,
I saw much of Mr. Mills at his house and at my own home.

SAMUEL JOHN MILLS.
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In person he was tall, large, with well proportioned limbs; in attitude and
action, graceful. His face, large and round, in which was set a pair of bold, yet
benignant, eyes, was at once attractive and impressive. His gait, though stately
was natural and easy. His finest appearance out of the pulpit was horseback
He was a good judge, and a better manager, of a horse. Dressed in clothes of
good material, well cut and adjusted; his legs and feet decked with white-topped
boots and s p u r s ; a white wig upon his head flowing in ringlets not lacking powder over his broad shoulders; and crowned with a large and smooth beaver; in
one hand a polished cane, in the other a bridle; he sat in the saddle, the boys
thought, the generalissimo of Connecticut clergymen.
On one occasion, I rode, at the left hand, his aid-de-camp. Familiarly he
accosted adults and children of all classes by the way. At length, with all the
presence of horse and man, he reined up to a house and called, A young lady
presented h e r s e l f : — " D a u g h t e r , " said he, "give us a good noggen of cold
water."
Once I said to him, " Mr, Mills, you are large," " Oh n o , " he replied, " there's
nothmg of me hardly, I am so saddle-backed that I don't weigh any thing; not
so heavy'by considerable as brother Gillett of the West parish,"
In hospitality he was not surpassed. Food, and fuel, and provender for horses,
were without stint. The host was generous in all things; especially so in fruit
both to himself, and in the distribution of it to others. One autumn the boys
stole his peaches. In a sermon soon after, he reported a visit which he had made
in a neighbouring town, where the people complained that the boys stole peaches.
Hearing this, he said that he expressed his surprise and his abhorrence of such
conduct. The reply was, " But, Mr. Mills, don't the boj^s steal peaches in
Torringford,?" " Dear m e , " said he, " what could I do ,? I couldn't lie; I was
obliged to answer, y e s , "
The mind of Mr, Mills was peculiar. In him were combined strength of intellect, comic powers, and deep sensibility. As a sermonizer and preacher he was
eccentric, even original. Drollery undesigned, and perhaps sometimes designed,
which would have marred the public services of any other man, in his were not
merely effective, but turned to serious account. People who, hearing his ordinary
discourses, inadvertently laughed inside or out, often wept before he closed. He
was always grave; his hearers could not always conceal their amusement. His
brethren sometimes admonished him that his sayings were too ludicrous for the
pulpit; yet they all reverenced him as a lover of t r u t h and of souls, and as a
dexterous, faithful, and powerful preacher. The pious Jeremiah Hallock denominated him, " the godly Mr. Mills."
My wife, before marriage, belonged to a family in his neighbourhood. After
our settlement in a distant part of the State, we made frequent visits to her
former home. Soon after our arrival, we were greeted by our venerable friend.
The prime object of the call was, after the salutation, to ask me what I had lately
preached, I must give an outline of two or three sermons. This, on his part
and mine, was merely to give him opportunity to detail twice or thrice as many
of his. The report, though laconic, was graphic. Usually, after my return
home, the clues which he had drawn from his texts, the plans of his discourses,
and the Millsish illustrations, so haunted me that I could do little else, until I
had attempted to make two or three sermons out of the exotics which he had
pitched into my mind. Once, our arrival at Torringford was in April, a time of
mud and of great scarcity of forage. Before I alighted from tbe carriage, he was
present horseback. " C o m e , " said he, " I h.ave a lecture in West street; find the
people are now waiting. Where is a horse for Mr. McEwen .'" W e were soon
on our way, and the services were in due time performed. Returned to the house
of our friends, he went to my wife and s a i d , — " I t was kind, very kind in your
husband, before he took his tea, to go and help me out of the lurch; it was worth
a stack of h a y , "
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When he preached on some topics, great of themselves, and of which he was
enamoured, he rose above all his quaintness, eccerftricity, and humour. Then his
knowledge, his logic, and his eloquence filled his hearers with veneration for the
man,—much more with fear and adoration of God. His glory it was to set forth
God as a gracious and lovely Sovereign. In his own way he could show that God
without a plan, a purpose, a decree, must be embarrassed, perplexed, afflicted, and
contemned; and that human beings could act with freedom and responsibility,
while God wrought efficiently in their minds.
The famous Roger Griswold heard Mr. Mills preach at Litchfield. On his
return to New London county he said to m e , — " I heard a man preach at Litchfleld,—Mr, Mnis—I never heard of him before, I know not what the clergy think
of him; but I must say that I never heard the man in the pulpit or out of it, so
eloquent as he was Ln one of his sermons," Some time after this, I said to Mr.
Mills,—" You saw our Judge Griswold at Litchfield." " Y e s , " he replied—
" I looked down among the Judges, and I did not vrant any one to tell me which
Roger Griswold w a s , " I added, " M r . Mills, as you are an elderly man, and I
am young, I will venture to tell you what he said of your preaching. He said that
in one of your sermons you was more eloquent than any man he had ever heard
in the pulpit or out of i t , " He replied i n s t a n t l y , — " I know which sermon it
was, Monday," he added, " I went with Mr. Huntington to dine with the Court.
They said, ' The Judges are coming,' I was determined not to be introduced to
him; so I placed myself by the side of the door, and, as he entered, seized his hand
and said,—' Judge Griswold, how do you do ? I am glad to see your face and
eyes,' With a grasp as hard as mine, the Judge replied,—' Mr. Mills, how do
you do? I am glad to see you,' "
The English language did not seem to be copious enough for the old gentleman's
eccentricity. He coined words, and he used current language with a very equivocal
meaning. He was sent by the clergy of Connecticut on a summer's mission to
Vermont, When he returned, he was asked what sort of a jaunt he had.
" Fatiguing, fatiguing," was his r e p l y — " i t was so tremendolous hot." " H o t
in V e r m o n t ? " said the inquirer, " Hot i"—^yes, and musquitoes," " Musquitoes in Vermont ?" " Yes, a great many of them would weigh a pound." "Oh
no, Mr. Mills, not a pound." " Y e s , " said he, " I can testify that a great many
of them would weigh a pound," A neighbour called on him one evening. After
the usual salutations, Mr. Mills added,—" I have been to work to day like a dog,"
" Not like a dog," responded his friend, " Y e s , " said he, " l i k e a dog; but of
dogs there are many kinds; and one sort never go a step beyond where they are
driven." His oddity was not affectation. He was ludicrous without design, and
without consciousness of the fact. His very griefs he sometimes expressed in
terms and by figures which made those who sympathized with him, laugh. He
and his wife lost their first infant child. Then the second was taken away. Some
female friends came in to express their sympathy. One of their number commenced their condolence,—" You lost your first child," " Y e s , " he replied with
a gush of tears, " and now the fat is all in the fire again,"
To find subjects for sermons and to plan them was his pastime. Though this
exercise appeared in him like play, the result of it showed the work of a man.
Writing a sermon after the frame of it was set up, did not agree with his constitution. He could preach on any emergency. Well was it for him that he could
make passing events or objects that met his eye serve for illustrations, " Once,"
said he, " I went up to B
to preach; my pocket was full of written sermons.
But one text which I had never used would employ all my thoughts. I culled over
all my manuscripts; but God would have me take that new text—' Wherefore do
the wicked live ? ' I went into the pulpit all raw and dark. My doctrine was,
the wicked live for the benefit of the righteous. As I went on to illustrate it, I
looked out at the window and said, ' The wicked live to cut down these great
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hemlock trees for the righteous,' Much as ever," he added, " h a v e the people of
B
forgiven me to this d a y , "
He was passionately fond of music, though he could sing but indifferently himself Sacred music was a feast of fat things to his soul. He must have in his
parish, during the three winter months, a singing school headed by a skilful
master. At the close of this term, he appointed what he called a singing lecture.
On one of these occasions, he invited his neighbour. Dr. Lee of Colebrook, a writer
of music, to preach. His text w a s , — " And it came to pass when the spirit from
God was upon Saul, that David took a harp and played with his hand. So Saul
was refreshed and was well, and the evil spirit departed from him." At the close
of the discourse, according to the custom of the old pastor, he presented himself
in the pulpit, " T h i s , " said he, " is true doctrine, I have come into this meeting
house a great many times, and I saw that the devil was here, I wished to begin
service, but I did not like to introduce the worship of God, while the devil was in
the people, I took up the Psalm book and read; but I could see him skipping
about from pew to pew in the galleries. But the instant the chorister got up and
blew the pitch pipe, he quit, and all was sobriety and decorum among the young
people and children,"
I have seen this man in the day of affliction. He was an affectionate father;
but he loved Christian missions better than he did his own children. About to
leave his neighbourhood after a visit, I was standing with him upon the broad
street; a horseman rode up and handed to him a letter. He broke the seal and
read a few lines; stopped; and, with the letter in one hand and spectacles in the
other, his face filled with astonishment and consternation, he said, " S a m u e l is
dead. This beats all. When Obookiah died, I thought that beat every thing;
but this beats t h a t . " At this instant, the rider took Out a watch aud handed him,
saying, " This was his w a t c h , " The patron of missions gave place to the father.
He took the watch, and, with streaming tears and a voice choked with grief, his
lament burst forth,—" Samuel is dead: I shall never see Samuel again; he is in
the bottom of the s e a . "
This surviving parent lived to a great age. In the last stage of life his house
was burnt, and a new one was built. I made my last call. He was sitting among
the shavings, watcliing the workmen who were finishing the interior of the building. His eyes were dim; his memory had failed. When I accosted him, he took
my hand, but I perceived he did not recognise me. In his hand he had Woodbridge's small Geography, He gave it to me, and our conversation began, " Did
you ever see that book, Sir ?" " Oh, yes. Sir, it is Woodbridge's Geography;
my children use i t , " " T h e world. Sir, is round; is it n o t ? " " Y e s , S i r , "
" Rolls over, does it n o t ? " " Y e s , S i r . " " I s it not a miraculous thing that
when we get on the downward side, we don't fall off?" " No, Sir; if we should
fall off, that would be a miracle; because the law of gravitation would be counteracted, which draws us to the centre." " True, S i r , " said he, " but I don't know
who you a r e . " I told him my name. It was in vain. " You, Sir, recollect my
father," said I , — " Mr. Robert McEwen of Winchester ? " " Much as ever," he
replied. I pulled another cord. " I have been much at your house in early life.
I was a companion of J e r r y , and Flora, and Samuel, You married me. My wife
was .S
B
. I have often preached for you. { live at New London." Ho
rose up, girded his huge arms around me, laid his broad chin ou my shoulder, and
wept.
Make, Sir, any use you please of the above disconnected sketch, from
Your humble servant,
ABEL McEWEN.
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THOMAS PRENTISS, D. B.*
1769—1814.
THOMAS P R E N T I S S was born at Holliston, Mass., October 27, 1747.
He was the second son of the Rev. Joshua Prentiss, who was born at Cambridge, April 9, 1719; was graduated at Harvard College in 1738; was
constituted pastor of the church in Holliston, May 18, 1743; and died
April 24, 1788, aged seventy. His mother, whose maiden name was Mary
Anger, was also a native of Cambridge. To this place he was sent, at the
age of seven years, to reside with his paternal grandfather. Here he received
the rudiments of his education at the Grammar school of the town, and was
matriculated at Harvard University, in the year 1762, at the age of fifteen.
He took his Bachelor's degree in 1766, and was employed, during the following year, in teaching school at Berwick, Me. At the expiration of
the year, he returned to his native town, where he pursued the study of
Theology under the direction of his father.
Previous to commencing his
theological course, however, and while he resided at Berwick, he devoted
some time to the study of medicine; and the knowledge of it which he
acquired, he was enabled to turn to good account during his ministry, by
prescribing for the sick both within and beyond the limits of his own
parish.
He commenced preaching in July, 1769, and was ordained pastor of the
church in Medfield, October 30, 1770, having just completed his twentythird year.
He served as Chaplain to a division of the American army, stationed at
Roxbury, during the Revolutionary war; but for how long a time cannot
now be ascertained.
In the jear 1800, the degree of Doctor of Divinity was conferred upon
him by the University at which he was educated.
Dr. Prentiss possessed a vigorous constitution, and enjoyed almost uninterrupted health, till he was arrested by the disease that terminated his life.
That disease was congestion of the lungs, originating in a severe cold contracted by exposure, during a violent snow storm, in visiting a sick family
in a neighbouring town. He died in great peace, and in the joyful confidence of a better life, after an illness of five days, February 28, 1814, aged
sixty-six years. His funeral sermon was preached by the Rev. Joshua
Bates of Dedham, and was published.
He was a man of great public spirit, as was evinced by his manifold
efforts in the cause of intellectual and moral improvement. He was instrumental in establishing and sustaining, almost by his individual exertions, a
library for the use of the inhabitants of Medfield and the neighbouring
towns, which was, at the time of his death, the largest and best collection
of books in that part of the county. He was also among the leaders of the
Temperance reform, being one of a small number who originated the Society,
known for many years as the '' Massachusetts Society for the suppression
of intemperance." He has been heard to say that he never took a glass of
* Bates' Fun. Serm.—MS. from his family.
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spirituous liquor but once in his life, and, for years before his death, he withheld it from all labourers who were in his employ.
He was a member of the following benevolent Societies:—the Humane
Society; the Massachusetts Congregational Charitable Society; the Society for propagating the Gospel among the Indians and others in North
America ; and the Massachusetts Society for promoting Christian knowledge. Of the Society last named, he was for many years a Director; and
for two or three years. Vice President.
The following is a list of Dr. Prentiss' printed works : A Sermon on the
duty of offending and offended brethren, 1773. A Sermon at the ordination
of Henry Wight,* 1785. A Sermon at the ordination of Pitt Clarke,! 1793.
A Discourse in commemoration of American independence, 1799. A Sermon at the ordination of Thomas Mason,! 1799. Idleness in the market
place considered and reproved: A Sermon preached at Holliston, 1802.
Religion and morality united in the duty of man: Two Sermons, 1802. A
Discourse occasioned by the death of the Rev. Jason Haven, 1803. Professed Christians cautioned, and evil speakers admonished: A Sermon,
1804.
The sin and danger of strengthening the hands of evil doers: A
Sermon, 1805. National Fast Sermon at Holliston, 1812. A Sermon
before the Massachusetts Society for promoting Christian knowledge, 1813.
He was married, October 31, 1771, to Abigail Biglow, of Weston, Mass.
She died November 2, 1786. By this marriage he had no children.
He
was married a second time, February 9, 1789, to Mary, daughter of John
Scollay of Boston; by whom he had nine children,—four sons and five
daughters, all of whom survived him. All his sons were graduated at Harvard College. One of them, Thomas, was born in January, 1792 ; was
graduated in 1811; studied Theology ; was ordained pastor of the Unitarian
church in Charlestown, Mass., March 26, 1817 ; and died of a typhus fever,
on the 5tb of October, of the same year. Dr. Prentiss' second wife survived
him many years, and died at the old family mansion, at Medfield, September 23. 1841, at the age of eighty-two.
FROM THE REV JOSEPH ALLEN, D. D.
NoniHBoao', Mass., January 26, 1851.
My dear Sir: Dr. Prentiss was the friend and pastor of my youth. Under his
care I pursued my studies preparatory to entering the University. He was to me
as a father. His house was my home, and his children as brothers and sisters.
His eldest son, the Rev. Thomas Prentiss of Charlestown, was my fellow student,
and room-mate, and very dear friend; and his early death, during tbe first year
of his ministry, was among the most painful events of my life. Such were my
opportunities for becoming acquainted with the excellent man of whom you wish
me to give you some reminiscences.
I remember him well—his venerable form; his serene and cheerful countenance;
his locks frosted with age, falling gracefully over his shoulders; his manners easy,
• HENRY WIGHT was born in Medfield, Mass,, in 17.V- ; was graduated at Harvard College in
1782; was ordained pastor of the church in Bristol, R. I , , January 5,1785; r™-ived the degree
of Doctor of Divinity from Brown University in 1824; and died m August, 1837, aged eightyT P I T T CLARK was born in Medfield, Mass., January 15, 176.3; was graduated at Harvard
College in 1790; was ordained at Norton, July:!, 179.!; and d...Ml lebru-ary a, IS.,., aged
Beventy-two. He published a Thanksgiving Sermon, 1795; and a Sermon at tho orduiation of
Sylvester F . Bucklin at Marlborough, ISilil. , . ir
ini
I XBOsrAS .MASON was bom at Princeton, iM ass.. May 2S 7f.9; was graduatedat Harvard College in 1796 ; was ordained at Xorthfleld, Noveinoer ,, 1, 99; vvas dismissed t^ebnairy 28, 1830,
and died January 3, 1851, aged eighty-two. He published a Thanksgiving Sermon, I h . t .
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dignified, polished, yet simple, gentle, and winning; his gravity in the pulpit; his
suavity, affability, and urbanity, in company; the affectionate respect that his
perfect integrity and uniform kindness inspired;—all these rise before me, whenever I recall his image, and remember the days of my youth.
The ministry of Dr. Prentiss was long, peaceful, and prosperous; and he died
in a green old age, universally lamented as a faithful pastor and a good man. He
was always an acceptable, if not a decidedly popular, preacher. His discourses
were solid, judicious, eminently practical, but thoroughly imbued with an evangelical spirit, and some of them, especially those that were designed to commemorate particular events, were truly eloquent. He was uncommonly felicitous, in
the choice of his texts on special occasions. I have a vivid remembrance of some
of those occasions, and of the discourses which they called forth. One, that
occurred in my childhood, was the birthday of Washington, February 22,1800,—
observed throughout the United States in commemoration of the Father of his
Country, then recently deceased. The church was dressed in mourning; the
whole population of the village, young and old, with appropriate badges,—the
schools, each led by its teacher, flocked to the house of God, Every pew, every
seat, was occupied; every aisle was filled; and all eyes were turned towards the
preacher, as he rose before the vast assembly, and announced for his text the beautiful words, so applicable to the shepherd and leader of our Israel—" So he fed
them according to the integrity of his heart, and guided them b y t h e skilfulness of
his h a n d s . "
His manner in the pulpit was easy, dignified, impressive; his voice strong,
majestic, sonorous, yet not grating harshly on the ear; and he seldom failed to
gain the attention of his hearers, or to produce the conviction in their minds that
he was thoroughly in earnest. He was not ambitious of ornament, not did he
seek to win applause by any tricks of oratory, or any attempts at originality or
smartness. He seemed wholly absorbed in his subject, forgetful, of himself, intent
on the great object of the Christian ministry,—to win souls to Christ, Dr. Prentiss was a devout man, and highly gifted in prayer. His prayers were happily
adapted to the circumstances of his hearers, and peculiarly suited to soothe, comfort, and encourage the children of sorrow.
In his religious sentiments he belonged to the school of W a t t s , Doddridge, and
Thomas Scott, He was not a sectarian in any proper sense of that term. I have
no recollection of ever hearing from him a controversial discourse, unless it were
on the subject of Baptism, on an occasion very trying to him, when several members of his church, in a season of religious excitement, separated themselves from
his communion, and joined the Baptists, He was strongly opposed to the peculiarities of the Hopkinsian creed, and I think rarely exchanged pulpits with
gentlemen who were understood to hold those views, though his exchanges were by
no means exclusively with those whose religious opinions fully harmonized with
his own.
As an illustration of what I would call Dr. Prentiss' Catholicism, I may mention the following:—At the time when, in company with my classmate, his eldest
son,—while we were pursuing our theological studies at Cambridge,—I made
application to be received into his church, we were not questioned respecting our
views on controverted subjects, but only in regard to our views, purposes, and
aims, in joining the church, and undertaking the Christian ministry; and I do
not remember that he ever attempted to bias us in our studies, in favour of his
own system, or ever expressed to us any regret that, in our theological views, we
differed, in some respects, from our honoured father and guide. He wished us to
enjoy the largest liberty, and to believe that the honest and intelligent study of
the Holy Scriptures woidd lead to the knowledge of all truth, essential to the right
conduct of life, and to the attainment of true holiness.
Dr. Prentiss in his intercourse with his people never lost sight of the dignity of his
oflace, while he was removed as far as possible from stiffness, formality, or morose-
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ness. He was habitually cheerful, and often playful in liis manner, and was
remarkably fond of children, who loved him in return, while his presence inspired
them with a feeling of reverence, which checked any unbecoming levity or impropriety of language or behaviour.
The catcchisings, as they were called,—held semi-annually, in the spring and
autumn, in the village church, when a troop of boys and girls were gathered to
repeat to their minister the Westminster Assembly's Catechism,—are among the
pleas.ant reminiscences of my early days. On these occasions. Dr. Prentiss
appeared to great advantage. He was, at such times, peculiarly gentle and winning in his manners; his countenance beamed with love, while his wise and
affectionate counsels sunk deep into our hearts.
I have also pleasant recollections of his visits to the district school in company
with the Board of selectmen, who together constituted the school committee.
His discriminating commendation, his paternal admonitions, the high motives
which he set before us, fell upon our susceptible minds, as the dew upon the tender
grass, causing some good thoughts, and wise purposes, and holy resolves, to spring
up. We all prized his approbation, and felt that his smile was a benediction. I
remember when, at the age of fifteen, I was placed upon the teacher's desk to
recite, in the presence of the minister and selectmen, at the closing visitation of
the school, when I first learned to read,—a dialogue from " Webster's Third
Part," and how the ambition swelled my breast, and the purpose was formed, to
go to College and be a minister,—a purpose which, from that time, was my guiding star, and which I should probably never have formed, had not my minister
been one whom I could love and esteem, and look up to as a model.
In the domestic relations,—as a husband, and parent, and the head of a family,
Dr. Prentiss approached as near my idea of perfect excellence as any man whom
I have known. His children looked up to him with filial reverence, while they
clung to him with tenderest affection, and yielded a willing obedience to his
gentle commands.
For many years during their minority, in order to provide means for the liberal education of his four sons, he was in the habit of receiving into his family
boys and young men, to fit them for College, or for other walks of life; many of
whom still live to bear their willing testimony to his faithful guardianship and
skilful nurture.
In a word, Dr, Prentiss was a devoted minister, a judicious parent, a wise
householder, an efficient and successful educator of youth, a j u s t and holy man,
an "Israelite indeed, in whom was no guile;" and many beside myself cherish
his memory with fond affection, and feel that for whatever in them is good and
commendable, and for whatever success they have met with in life, they owe
much to the stimulus and encouragement they received while under his care.
Yours very truly and respectfully,
JOSEPH ALLEN.
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JOEL BENEDICT, D. D.=^
1769—1816.
J O E L B E N E D I C T was of Puritan descent, his ancestors having been among
the early settlers of New England. Shortly after they reached this country,
they went to Connecticut, and settled, it is believed, at Norwalk. Thence his
father, Peter Benedict, removed to Salem, Westchester County, New York,
where he, the second son, was born, January 8, 1745. The father was a
person of very considerable influence in the community in which he lived,
and was particularly distinguished for his piety, as most of his ancestors are
said to have been, through several generations. He had two sons besides
the subject of this sketch. One of them, Abner, was graduated at Yale
College in 1769 ; was ordained pastor of the church in Middlefield, Conn.,
November 20, 1771 ; was dismissed in 1785 ; was subsequently installed at
New Lebanon, N. Y., where he remained six years; and died at Roxbury,
Delaware County, N. Y., November 19, 1818, aged seventy-eight. The
other son, after the Revolution, migrated to Canada, where he spent the
rest of his days, holding some ofiice under the British government.
Of the early years of the subject of this sketch little is known. He was
graduated at the College of New Jersey, in 1765, at the age of twenty.
Shortly after, he went to the South, and remained some time in the capacity
of a teacher ; but, in consequence of the unfavourable effect of the climate
upon his health, he relinquished tbe employment and returned to his father's
house. Previous to this period, his mind had been deeply impressed with
Divine truth, and he had formed the determination to devote himself to the
Christian ministry ; and, accordingly, when bis health had become sufiiciently
confirmed to warrant it, he commenced his theological studies under the
instruction of Dr. Bellamy, and continued with him until the time of his
licensure.
In his common-place book is found the following somewhat
remarkable record, made, it would seem, in the year 1773. " Conversing
with Dr. Bellamy upon the downfall of Anti-christ, after many things had
been said on the subject, the Doctor began to warm, and uttered himself
after this manner:—' Tell your children to tell their children, that in the
year 1866 something notable will happen in the Church—tell them the old
man said s o . ' "
After being licensed to preach, he spent some time in travelling and supplying destitute churches in Massachusetts and Maine. On the 25th of
November, 1770, he was called to the pastoral charge of the church in
Newent, (now Lisbon,) Conn., and on the 21st of February, 1771. was
constituted its pastor, the sermon being preached by the Rev. Levi Hart of
Preston. The church had previously been in a distracted state, through the
influence of Separatists, and in his settlement divisions were so far healed
as to promise well for his usefulness and comfort, and their prosperity.
On the 16th of May, 1771, he was married to Sarah McCown, a native
of Boston, whose father, Capt. Robert McCown,—a gentleman of Scottish
descent, resided at that time in Bristol, R. I. She was a lady of great
personal attractions and in every respect worthy of his choice.

* MS. fro n his family.
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In the early part of 1772, his health was so much reduced that he found
it necessary to take a respite from his labours, and it was even considered
doubtful whether he would ever be able to resume them. He, however,
did resume them after a short time ; though he prosecuted them in great
bodily weakness, and not without frequent and protracted interruptions. At
length, in 1782, he tendered the resignation of his charge, and on the 30th
of April, was regularly dismissed by an ecclesiastical council. Though the
state of his health had probably something to do in inducing this step, the
want of an adequate support seems to have been another, and perhaps the
principal, reason.
Immediately after he was released from his pastoral charge, he returned
with his family to his native place, and remained there, preaching occasionally, as his health would permit, until his constitution had become so much
invigorated that he thought it safe to resume his stated ministerial duties.
He then went back to the scene of his former labours, where he was welcomed
with every expression of good will by a large circle of friends, and especially by his brethren in the ministry, who had felt his separation from them
to be a severe afiiiction. The church at Plainfield, which had then been
vacant for some time, hearing that he had recovered his health, immediately
directed their attention to him as a suitable person to become their pastor;
and having received and accepted a call from them, he was installed there
on the 21st of December, 1784. Here he continued to labour with great
acceptance and usefulness, until death terminated his course. During his
whole ministry he may be said to have been an invalid ; and it was only by
a most rigid economy of his strength, that he was enabled, at any time, to
perform his stated duties. He was, however, rarely absent from his pulpit
on the Sabbath ; and, though his sermons were not generally written, he
had always thoroughly digested his subject, and no one could listen to
him, unless it were his own fault, without being edified and made better.
During the Revolution, he showed himself always decidedly and warmly
attached to his country's cause. His friend. Dr. Hart and himself sympathized in relation to this subject, as well as almost every other; and, though
not directly and ofiicially connected with the war, they hesitated not to show
themselves, on all proper occasions, in public and in private, the staunch
friends and supporters of liberty.
In 1808, he was honoured with the degree of Doctor of Divinity from
Union CoUesie.
Dr. Benedict continued to preach until within one Sabbath of his death.
He died of a pleurisy, after an illness of a few days, on the 13th of February, 1816. I n his approach to the grave, he evinced the most unqualified
resignation, and even joyful triumph. His funeral sermon was preached by
the Rev. Dr. Nott of Franklin, from Psalm c x i i , 6 ; and was published.
The only acknowledged publication of Dr. Benedict, is a Sermon preached
at the funeral of the Rev. Dr. Hart in 1811.

FROM THE REV ELIPHALET NOTT, D. D.,
PRESIDENT

OF U N I O N

COLLEGE.

Schenectady, January 81, 1848.
Rev. and dear Sir: I am too unwell to write myself, and suffering too much
bodily pain to reply to your request throu.i^di the a,^cncy of another in a manner
suited to the character and standing of the distinguished individual concerning
UNION C<ILLEGE,
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whom you inquire. I can only dictate a few hints, and leave you to use them at
your own discretion.
Dr, Benedict deserves a place among the distinguished men of New England,
whether considered as a scholar, philosopher, or Christian minister.
He was distinguished at College, as lie was afterwards through life, for his love
of the classics and mathematics—in which departments he had few equals. The
Hebrew language was, I believe, not taught at College, while he was a member of it. His desire to read the Scriptures in their original languages led him to
prosecute the study of Hebrew with such helps as he could obtain;—which prosecution he never remitted until he had obtained a very accurate and comprehensive
knowledge of the language. He also made some progress in acquiring the knowledge of some other cognate Oriental languages.
The great doctrines of God's sovereignty and man's dependance and depravity
he firmly believed and constantly taught; though he taught them as Scripture
doctrines rather than as metaphysical dogmas. He studied his subjects thoroughly,
and yet his discourses, so far as language was concerned, were entirely extemporaneous. His utterance was slow and hesitating, and he commanded the attention of his audience by the great and solemn truths which he delivered, rather
than by the language in which those truths were clothed, or the manner of thendelivery.
Though greatly respected by his people as a preacher, he was equally respected
as a pastor; and in the performance of parochial duties he had few equals. He
was ever mindful of the wants of the poor and constant in his visits at the bedsides
of the dying.
Though possessing a frail constitution and suffering much bodily pain, he was
constitutionally happy and had a remarkable talent for rendering those happy
around him.
He lived in the midst of sects differing from him in opinion, and yet he lived
not the less in the midst of friends on that account.
By all who knew him he was respected and beloved, nor was he known to have
had a personal enemy. He was a man of sympathy, and instinctively shared in
the joys and sorrows of all with whom he became acquainted; and, though decided
in his own religious opinions, he exercised a most enlightened and liberal charity
towards those who differed from him.
Having myself been brought up among the strictest sect of Calvinists, and
having become accustomed to think that greatness and goodness were, for the most
part, to be found only among them, I became acquainted with Dr, Benedict at the
age of eighteen, and I was surprised to find that, in his estimation, these qualities
Were to be found in individuals among other denominations, as truly and as frequently as his own; and that he retained as high a regard for, and cherished as
sincere a friendship towards, such individuals, wherever found, as if found among
the sect with whom he communed and worshipped. The kindness with which he
spoke of other denominations, and the interest which he took in their prosperity,
made an impression upon my own mind which has never been effaced: indeed
the manner in which he treated Christians differing from him, and in which he was
generally treated by them, furnished the most impressive exemplification I have
ever witnessed of those words of sacred writ, "Behold how good, and how
pleasant a thing it is for brethren to dwell together in u n i t y ! "
He was always an apologist for the absent,—put the best construction possible
upon the conduct of others, and never unnecessarily spoke evil of any one. Thus
did this good man live in charity, and he died lamented by all who knew him.
Very truly yours,
ELIPHALET NOTT.

JOEL BENEDICT.
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FROM THE HON. ANDREW T. JUDSON,
JUDGE OF THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE UNITED STATES.

CANTERBURY, Conn., November 20, 1849.
My dear Sir: J l y acquaintance with Dr. Benedict commenced in the year 1809,
and continued till the day of his death. I have met him in the social circle, at
hii own fireside, and at the place of public worship,—having often listened to his
preaching, Mj recollections of him, if not very extended, are yet very vivid
and agreeable.
As a classical scholar, I have always understood that he was distinguished
among his learned associates, Virgil was his favourite author through life; and I
have been told that his reading of Latin poetry, even when he was in College, was
so remarkable that the Professors sometimes set him to reading Virgil merely for
their own gratification.
His knowledge of the mathematics also was extensive and profound. The
people of Plainfield still relate an amusing anecdote illustrating his familiar
acquaintance with this department of study. The young lads in the Academy
used to carry their problems to their Preceptor for his aid in solving them, when,
not unfrequently, he would be attacked with a severe head ache, which would
oblige him to postpone his attention to their requests till he could be relieved from
pain. Meanwhile, the roguish fellows would send some one of their number, on
some errand or other, to Dr, Benedict's study, in the course of the evening, where
they would be sure to be greeted by the face of their instructer; and the next
morning, the problem, however difficult, was solved, and the head ache was cured.
They drew their own inferences, and indulged their own jokes,
,
But Dr, Benedict was most distinguished as a profound biblical scholar; being
aUke familiar with the history, the poetry, the philosophy, and the doctrines of
the Bible, He delighted much in the study of the Hebrew, and used to caU it
" the language of the angels,"
His views of Christian doctrine were what is termed " o r t h o d o x , " though he
kept aloof from all extremes. The modification of Calvinism which prevailed
extensivelj' in his day under the name of Hopkinsia7iism he rejected. He called
no man master, and made little of any other authority in matters of religion than
that of the great ^Master Himself.
He lived through the stirring scenes of the Revolution, and mingled in them, as
well as in other scenes scarcely less stirring that succeeded, with the spirit of a
true patriot. James Madison, who was one of the friends of his early life, was,
in the Doctor's estimation, a fine model of manly integrity and patriotism.
During the war of 1812, he never deserted his friend Madison,
Dr, Benedict's style of preaching was unlike that of most of his contemporaries in the Congregational church of New England, He carried with him into
the pulpit only a few brief notes, and these when once used, were thrown by, and
generally never used a second time. The consequence was that each week witnessed to his mature preparation for the succeeding Sabbath, and his flock never
complained of his treating them to old sermons,
Dr, Benedict was, to the last, a vigorous advocate for the strict independence of
the churches. He uniformly refused to recognise the authority of Consociation,
differing in this respect from most of his brethren around him.
One of his most intimate friends in the ministry was the Rev. Dr. H a r t of
Preston, There was an agreement between these two brethren that the survivor
should preach the funeral sermon of the one who died first. It fell to Dr, Benedict to perform this melancholy office for his friend; and he did it in a manner
aUke creditable to his head and his heart,
I am, Sir, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDREW T, JUDSON.
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JOHN HUNT*
1769—1775.
J O H N H U N T was the son of Capt. John and Esther (Wells) Hunt, and
was born in Northampton, November 20, 1744. His father Was a farmer in
good circumstances, and for some years he kept a public house. The son
was graduated at Harvard College in 1764. In October, 1765, he took
charge of the Grammar school at Northampton, and continued his connection with it till March, 1769. Not long after he commenced teaching, his
mind took a decidedly serious direction. After having been for some time
perplexed with doubts in regard to some of the truths of the Gospel, as well
as burdened with anxiety from a conviction of his own sinfulness, he at
length gained satisfactory views of the doctrines which had perplexed hira,
and found that in the Gospel which effectually soothed his agitated spirit.
Though the state of his health seenied to require an active habit, and he had
some strong inducements to devote himself to a secular calling, his regard
to the dictates of conscience and the desire to be useful to his fellow men
prevailed over all other considerations, to induce him to engage in the
Christian ministry. Accordingly, having, in connection with his duties as a
teacher, pursued a course of theological study, he was licensed to preach in
the year 1769,—about the time that he resigned his place in the Grammar
school. His first efforts in the pulpit were regarded as prognostic of a high
standing in his profession. He preached in different places for more than
a year and a half after his licensure, and always left a decidedly favourable
impression.

The Old South church, Boston, having been vacant about two years,—
Mr. Hunt was invited to preach to them as a candidate; and, in due time,
(September 26, 1771,) both he and the Rev. John Bacon t were duly
inducted into the pastoral charge of that church. A sermon was preached
on the occasion by each of them.
In the spring of 1775, shortly after the battle of Lexington, the gates
of Boston were shut, and a decree issued by the British Commander against
all passing and repassing of citizens between town and country. Mr. Hunt
being, at that time, on a visit to Brookline, attempted to return to his home
in Boston, but was forbidden to enter the town, except on condition that he
•Hooker's Fun. Serm,—Wisner's Hist. Disc.—MS. from Kev. Dr. Allen.
f JOHN BACON was a native of Canterbury, Conn,, and was graduated at the College of New
Jersey in 1765, After being licensed to preach, he spent some time preaching in Somerset
county, Maryland, and was there when he was invited to Boston, His style of preaching was
argumentative, and his manner much less attractive than that of his colleague. Difficulties
sprung up soon after his settlement, in regard to the doctrines of atonement and imputation,
and the administration of baptism on the Half-way Covenant, in consequence of which he was
dismissed, February 8, 1775, In his religious views he is understood to have sympathized with
the school of Bellamy, Hopkins, and West. On leaving Boston, he removed to Stockbridge,
where he passed the residue of his life, and died October 25, 1820. He served in various civil
capacities;—as magistrate; a Representative to the Legislature; associate and presiding Judge
of the Common Pleas; a member aud President of the State Senate; and a member of Congress. In politics he belonged to the party of Jefferson. He married the widow of his predecessor, the Rev. Alexander Cumming, and the daughter of Ezekiel Goldthwait, Register of
Deeds in Suffolk, His son, Ezekiel, was graduated at Yale College in 1794, and has held various important offices, among which is that of Comptroller of the Treasury of the United States.
He published a Sermon after his installation, 1772; an Answer to Dr. Joseph Huntington on
a case of discipline, 1781; a Speech on the Courts of the United States, 1802; Conjectures on
the Prophecies, 1805.

JOHN HUNT.
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would pledge himself to remain. Declining this requisition, he retired to
Northampton, intending to sojourn among his relatives, till Providence
should open a way for his r e t u r n to the people of his charge.
Mr. H u n t had n a t u r a l l y a delicate constitution, and his tendencies were
decidedly hectical. Soon after he went to N o r t h a m p t o n , he found t h a t a pulmonary disease had evidently fastened itself upon h i m ; and he had little
doubt that it would have a fatal issue. H i s mind now became more than
ever absorbed in endeavouring to satisfy himself in respect to his own
spiritual state. D u r i n g t h e early p a r t of his illness, he suffered much from
doubt and apprehension ; b u t , in the progress of it, his mind became composed, and, for a considerable time previous to his death, the cloud seemed
to have entirely passed away. H e conversed with great freedom and interest, not only in reference to his own immediate prospects, b u t on other
subjects connected with religion, until within two or three weeks of his
death, when both his body and mind had become so feeble t h a t he was
scarcely able to converse a t all. H e died at his father's house on the 20th
of December, 1 7 7 5 , j u s t after he had completed his thirty-first year.
A
sermon was preached at his funeral by the R e v . J o h n H o o k e r , then minister
of Northampton, from J o b x i v . 1 9 , which was afterwards published. Mr.
Hunt was never married.
The following e x t r a c t from the funeral sermon shows Mr. H o o k e r ' s estimate of his character : —
" Here is now before this assembly the remains, and all that could die, of one that,
with great propriety, might be called ' the hope of man;' one from whom the public
had raised expectations; who shone in a distinguished sphere of life witb eminent
lustre,—a burning and a shining light; one of singular accomplishments and furniture
for usefulness in the Church of Christ; one that was the hope of his parents and the
comfort of his family; the hope of bis native town,—lately the hope of Boston, the
hope of these New English churches. But now he is cut down as a flower and
withered in the morning of life.
" A grateful acknowledgement to the glorious Head of the Church for the life of
such a man, and a tear of lamentation and sorrow for his, to us, untimely death, is
due fi-om us all upon this occasion;—is due from this town,—is due from his country,—
is due, in a particular manner, from me. Most willingly, but with sincere grief, do I
perform this last service, and pay this last tribute to the memory of our departed
friend. I have long had an intimate acquaintance with him, and opportunity to know
his temper and sentiments, and the undissembled disposition and turn of his mind;
and the more I knew him, the more I esteemed him and the more dear to me he was.
"The Father of spirits had endued him with an amiable natural disposition; a
modest, sweet, pacific temper; and superior natural genius and intellectual powers,
improved and adorned by many valuable acquirements, which the good Spirit inclined
him to consecrate to the service of God, in the Gospel of His Son.
•' His public services, as long as he lived, every where met with singular approbation; he was truly a ' workman that needed not to be ashamed.' In prayer he was
peculiarly copious, grave, and solemn, with an unusual variety and pertinency of sentiment and language: and perhaps in no part of public exercise did he more excel than
in this. As a preacher he was eminent: his compositions were correct, manly, and
elegant—his sermons were rational, judicious, and instructive; enriched with striking
and important sentiments; adorned with a variety and noble turn of thought;
enflvened by a strong, animated, and delicate style; recommended by a delivery
remarkably grave, deliberate, andemphatical, with a pathos and encjrgy becoming the
pulpit, and calculated to give every idea he meant to convey its full weight upon the
mind.
"His imagination was lively and conducted with judgment. He had a ready
invention, with a singular dexterity in collecting well judged images and metaphors,
and contrasting ideas and expressions so as to engage the hearer. A livcdy and beautiful imagery usually appeared in all his compositions. He appeared fully possessed
in his own thoughts of what he aimed to express; and to endeavour to convey it to
the understanding and heart of his haarers; so that be usually commanded the attention of his auditory in an uncommon degree. It ever appeared to bo his principal concern in his public discourses to do good: he was solicitous to instruct the mind and aflfect
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the heart;—not merely to please, but 'to please in order to profit;—^not to amuse his
hearers with the empty sound of language or the speculations of philosophy, but to
feed them witb that knowledge and understanding which should save their souls,
"He loved and he preached the peculiar doctrines of the Gospel, as they were
understood by the fathers of this country, but with a most agreeable openness and
candour of mind. The doctrine of redemption through a Mediator and atoning sacrifice he was particularly attached to, and dwelt much upon it in the course of his life;
and it was the hope and comfort of his heart in death."
Mr. Hunt published two Sermons,—one on the occasion of his own
ordination and the installation of Mr. Bacon, 1771; the other on the death
of Sarah, wife of Moses Gill, the same year.

JEREMIAH DAY.^
1769—1806.
FROM THE HON. THOMAS DAT,
S E C E E T A R T O F STATE IN CONNECTICUT.

HARTFORD, October 22,1849.
Rev. and dear Sir: When you requested me to furnish you a biographical
sketch of my father for your forthcoming work, I had some scruples about a
compliance, principally on account of my relation to the subject; but a further
consideration of the matter has enabled me to overcome those scruples.
There was already in existence a memoir of him prepared by a distinguished
hand. Rev. Azel Backus, since President of Hamilton College, containing all
that could be needed by way of judgment or opinion in relation to his ministerial and domestic character.
Availing myself of this, what would
remain for me, would be matter of fact—which could be furnished without
impropriety by any credible person having the requisite means of information. As I have in my possession nearly all the manuscripts left by my
father, and as many of the most interesting circumstances of his life are
indelibly impressed upon my memory, it would seem that my means of
information must be as ample at least as those possessed by any one else.
With this view of the matter, I have endeavoured to comply with your request,
and you have the result in what follows.
J E R E M I A H D A Y was descended from Robert Day, who emigrated from
England to this country in 1634 ; settled first at Cambridge, Mass.; removed
thence in the fall of 1635, or summer of 1636, to Hartford, Conn.; and
became one of the settlers of that plantation. His wife was Editha, sister
of Deacon Edward Stebbins. Both were exemplary members of the church
in Hartford, under the pastoral care of the Rev. Thomas Hooker and Samuel
Stone. There he spent the remainder of his life, and there he died in
1648, aged forty-four.
His name, among others, is recorded on a stately
monument lately erected in the rear of the First Congregational Church in
Hartford, to the memory of the first settlers of that town.
Thomas, one of the sons of Robert, settled at Springfield, Mass., and
died there in 1711.

* Connecticut Evangelical Magazine, VII.
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A son of Thomas, also named Thomas, after the birth of several children,
removed with his family to Colchester, Conn., and there died in 1729, aged
sixty-seven. He was a farmer, and distinguished principally as a peace
maker.
A son of the person last mentioned, bearing the same name, was the father
of Jeremiah. He married Mary Wells of Colchester, removed to Sharon
in or about tho year 1755, and died there in 1772, aged eighty-two. He
was a respectable farmer, of a quiet disposition. All or nearly all these
ancestors, male and female, it is believed, were professedly pious, and
members of orthodox churches.
The subject of this sketch was born at Colchester, Conn., AVestchester
Society, January 25, ( 0 . S.) 1737. When a boy, he was employed on his
father's farm, during the spring, summer, and autumn; and in the winter
went a distance of three miles to school. He early discovered a great
attachment to books, which induced his parents to fit him to receive a public
education.
At the Commencement after he had completed his fifteenth year, he entered
Yale College, and was graduated, in 1756.
After he left College, he taught a school In Sharon until the first of
December, 1757, when he commenced student in Divinity with the late
Kev. Joseph Bellamy, D. D., of Bethlehem. After studying a year and a
half, some modest doubts as to his qualifications for a Gospel minister, led
him to return to his former employment of instructing a school. In this
employment he spent about two years in Esopus, N. Y.,—his pupils being
mostly the children of Dutch parents. Here he acquired some knowledge
of the spoken language of the Dutch, and of their habits, which he often
referred to in after life.
In the spring of 1763, his only brother died, and in his will devised to
him a valuable farm on Sharon mountain. This he took possession of and
settled upon as a farmer.
Soon afterwards he married Sarah Mills of Kent, the sister of the Rev.
Samuel John and Edward Mills. His College classmate, the Rev. Joel
Bordwell of Kent, had previously married another sister. Thus situated,
and thus allied, he entered upon a course of life very consonant to his taste.
Here he divided his time between mathematical and ethical studies, to
which he was early attached, and agricultural labour. The farmers in that
vicinity, many years afterwards, spoke of him as a useful teacher, while
they were proud of being competitors with him in the toils of the field. I t
was perhaps in reference to this period of his life, that he afterwards wrote
a Poem, celebrating the pleasures of a country life, upoa the plan, but not
in servile imitation, of Governor Livingston's "Philosophic Solitude."
While in this situation Mr. Day sustained and faithfully discharged the
office of a Selectman of the town of Sharon.
In October, 1766, and again in May, 1767, he represented that town in
the General Assembly of the Colony. Here, at one or both sessions, he
met as members of the same house, and thus had an opportunity to become
acquainted with, some of the mo it distinguished men of that period. Some
of them be probably never saw again; but the friendship of others he
retained and valued through life.
But God, in his providence, had designed him for another sphere of
action, and He prepared him by afflictioD to encounter its difficulties and trials.
Vor.= T.
87
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In August, 1767, the wife of his youth was suddenly taken from him. A
son named Mills, the fruit of this marriage, survived her; but afterwards,
when about three years old, was killed by the kick of a horse. Not long
before her death, they both made a public profession of religion. Soon
afterwards he renewed his attention to theological studies, under the direction of the Rev. Cotton Mather Smith of Sharon; was licensed as a candidate ; and, after preaching at Danbury and several other places, came
to New Preston in September, 1769, and was ordained pastor of that
church. January 31, 1770. The Rev. Mr. Smith preached the ordination
sermon.
In the autumn of this year, he was married, a second time, to Lucy Wood
of Danbury. On the 16th of August, 1771, she died, leaving no issue.
On the 7th of October, 1772, he was married to Abigail, daughter of
Stephen Noble of New Milford, and widow of the Rev. Sylvanus Osborn* of
East Greenwich, now Warren. By her he had five children,—four sons
and a daughter. The latter died when a little more than a year old. Three
of his sons, Jeremiah, Tho7nas, and Mills, he educated at Yale College,
and one. Noble, as a merchant.!
He was one of the first missionaries (if not quite the first) from Connecticut to the new settlements in this country. His first missionary tour was
in the fall of 1788, and his field of labour was the Western side of Vermont, extending as far North as the settlements on Onion river. At Williston he found his old friend Thomas Chittenden, with whom he had
twenty years before been associated in legislative duties,—exercising the
functions of Chief Magistrate of the new State. Mr. Day accepted, with
much gratification, an invitation to the hospitalities of his house. He kept
a minute journal which is still preserved, and may hereafter be considered
as a valuable document in the history of missions.
In the fall of 1794, he made another missionary tour to the settlements
on the Delaware in the State of New York, and on the Susquehanna in the
State of Pennsylvania, following its windings down the Wyoming. He was
absent nine weeks, travelled six hundred miles, and preached more than
fifty times.
At the Commencement in Yale College September 15, 1791, he preached
the Concio ad Clerum; his subject being the eternal pre-existence of the
world. He of course supported the Mosaic History.
During the administration of the second Governor Trumbull he was
invited to preach the Election Sermon; but he declined, and his place was
supplied by one of his friends.
He kept up a correspondence, for many years, with some of his clerical
friends on doctrinal and ethical subjects. Among these were Rev. Jonathan Edwards, D. D. of New Haven, Rev. Cyprian Strong, D. D. of Chatham, and Rev. Jonathan Millerl of Burlington. Such was his reverence
* SYLVANUS OSBOKN was graduated at the College of New Jersey, in 1754; was ordained at
East Greenwich, Conn., in 1757; and died in 1771.
t Jeremiah, late President of Yale College, was graduated in 1795, Thomas in 1797, and
Mills in 1803. Mills, the youngest son, studied Divinity with the Rev. Asahel Hooker, then
of Goshen; was licensed to preach in May, 1806; became a Tutor in Yale College in the
autumn of that year; at the end of two years resigned his situation there, and took the superintendence of Phillips Academy in Andover, Mass,; in 1810 accepted again the office of Tutor
in Yale College, and died at New Haven June 20, 1812, aged twenty-eight. He was buried in
the Sew Haven Cemetery, on the lot appropriated to the officers and students of Yale College.
X JONATHAN MILLER was a native of Torringford, Conn.; was graduated at Yale College in
1781; was ordained pastor of the church in Burlington, Conn., in 1782; and died in 1831. He

JEREMIAH DAY.

691

for Dr. Edwards that, when he submitted his manuscripts to him, it was
rather for the sake of obtaining his advice and correction, than to controvert his opinions. With his other friends just named he maintained his
views in opposition to theirs, but always with perfect good temper, and
apparently with increasing friendship, as they became more intimately
acquainted with each other.
He planned a Poem of considerable extent entitled—" The Vision of
St. John,"—embracing for its subject the book of Revelation ; employing
its gorgeous imagery, and its machinery of surpassing grandeur in its conduct, and at the same time giving a paraphrase of the text exegetically correct. With this view, he studied that portion of the sacred writings with
more than ordinary diligence, and sought all the aid he could obtain from
the best commentaries. He wrote the first book, containing between seven
and eight hundred lines; but infirmities coming on, he relinquished the
design. No part of it has been published.
In the management of his secular affairs, he had a good degree of foresight, and met with eventual success. He commonly did in a quiet way the
right thing, at the right time. He was careful not to make engagements
which he could not perform without inconvenience ; but, when made, he met
them with strict punctuality. To illustrate this part of his character, as
well as his calmness in the most trying circumstances, the following statement may not be inappropriate. The physician who attended him in his
last sickness, came from Litchfield, a distance of twelve miles. The last
time he came, Mr. Day told him that he should not live to see him again,
and he would pay him his fees; and he paid him accordingly with his own
hand. His anticipation proved correct ; and, after his death, not a dollar
of indebtedness from his estate could be found. The expense of his coffin
even—probably without particular design, was already paid. He had habitually a moderate estimate of himself and of every thing belonging to him.
One of his neighbours applied to him for the purchase of a part of his
orchard, to enlarge his (the applicant's) garden. Mr. Day was reluctant to
sell, because he wanted all his orchard for his own use, and because the sale
of a part would leave the rest in an irregular shape. But he finally yielded
to the urgency of his neighbour, and then came the question of price.
Neither party being forward to name a price, it was agreed that each should
mark bis valuation apart from the other. This being done,—on showing their
marks, it appeared that Mr. Day's mark was considerably lower than his
neighbour's. If his personal character had been the subject of estimate,
the result would have been similar—his own mark would have been the
lowest.
preached the Concio ad Clerum at Yale College in 1812, which was published. He is said to
have furnished for the Evangelical Magazine the substance of forty sermon*. The Kev. C.
Yale in his Discourse at the Litchfield Convention, says of Mr. Miller,—" He was of medium
height and dark complexion. His large, round, fleshy face of high colour; his short neck and
broad shoulders; his compact and corpulent form, joined to a great flow of animal spirits, and
to social powers of high order, were admirably suited to disappoint the phrenologist. About
the time of passing his grand climacteric his hard-worked mind suddenly and seriously failed.
He bore thi/frown of his Heavenly Father with the meekness, the sweet su mii.sion of a dutiful and confiding child. Receiving now a colleague, he rarely after attempted any public service. It was delightful, as the powers of his intoUect waned in subsequent years, to witness
the abounding of his love to (iod and men, more and more. Only a sl,„rt time before his
Jeath, in 18:il, I called to see him, and found him in his cage, perfec ly frantic ll^s hiiWnl
wife mentioned to him my name, and proposed prayer Ho at once beeanie calm sat t 1 the
close „f the prayer, and then, in an instant, resumed the stamping of his ff*' """^ '^«
unearthly and loud tones of wild di.'itraction. The temporary quiet reminded mo of the maniac.
Who sat at Jesus' feet in his right mind."
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I n private life,—^in the domestic relations, Mr. Day afforded perhaps as
perfect an example as human nature has produced, since families were
formed. To his wife he was all that her fondest wishes could claim or ask;
to his children he was the best of fathers. The exclamation of one of his
sons on the mournful occasion of his death, to a friend, was as just as it was
pathetic—"How kind, how tender, how indulgent, yet how faithful, our
father has been, four hearts will remember; and while they remember, will
swell with gratitude and affection, till every emotion shall be extinct."
In all his intercourse with his people, he was grave, serious, and instructive. Wise as a serpent, harmless as a dove, he was one of the finest
examples of ministerial prudence.
As a Divine, he had a sound understanding, capable of deep research in
the science of Theology. Though not a fervent and animated orator, he was
a solemn and impressive preacher. The serious could not hear him without
attention, nor attend to him without improvement. With a clear and luminous method, he loved chiefly to dwell on the most distinguishing truths of
the Gospel. To his brethren in tbe ministry he was a tried friend and an
able counsellor. In ecclesiastical councils and difficulties, his advice Was
much sought and improved. Always upright in his views, remarkable for
punctuality in attendance on all appointments, and able at once to seize the
right point in every question and to disentangle the most embarrassed subject ; clear and conclusive in his reasonings,—fellow members in council
always felt themselves honoured when they found his opinion to coincide
with their own. Always humble, and exemplary, and abounding in the work
of the Lord, he appeared to be filled with love to the souls of men, and
to have a special regard to the spiritual interests of his own particular people. For many years he laboured with them to little apparent effect; but,
not long before his death, God granted a very considerable revival, and a
corresponding addition was made to his church.
At the meeting of the Association of which Mr. Day was a member, in
May, 1806, tbe good man attended, as he said, and as it proved, for the
last time. His youngest son was examined and licensed as a preacher of
the Gospel. Although he said little, his tears and expressive countenance,
when his son retired, showed that his heart was throbbing with the feelings
of the aged Simeon. Though his death was eventually sudden, he had been,
for some time, accustomed to consider himself as near the close of life.
Hence he bade an affectionate and impressive adieu to the Association, on
parting ; and conversed with many of his Christian friends with the freedom,
dignity, and humble submission of one who was conscious that he had fought a
good fight, and kept the faith, and that the hour of his departure was at hand.
He died in perfect calmness, of dropsy in the breast, on the 12th of September, 1806, in the seventieth year of his age. His funeral sermon was
preached by the Rev. Mr. Starr * of Warren, from Rom. v i i l . 34—a passage which had been selected for the occasion by the deceased, a short time
previous to his death.
Mr. Day's publications are a Sermon preached before the Litchfield County
Association, on the Wisdom of God in the permission of sin, 1774; a Ser* P E T E R STARK was bom at Danbury, Conn., in September, 1744; was graduated at Yale
College in 1764; studied Theology partly under the Rev. Daniel Brinsmade, and partly under
Dr. Bellamy; was settled as minister of Warren, Conn., March 13, 1772; was Fellow of Yale
College from 1813 to 1818; and died In August, 1829.
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mon on the Divine right of Infant Baptism, 1790; two Sermons on the
"one thing needful," in a volume of Discourses entitled "Sermons Collected," 1797. He was one of the editors of the Connecticut Evangelical
Magazine from its establishment in 1800 until his death.
Mr. Day was about six feet in height; his frame was large, though he was
never corpulent. I n mid-life he possessed uncommon physical strength, and
walked erect; but, as he advanced in age, he inclined to stoop, and his step
became less firm. He had mild blue eyes, and his countenance was open,
and expressive of the benignity ofhis disposition.
Yours, with great regard,
THOMAS DAT.

NATHANIEL EMMONS, D. D.*
1769—1840.
N A T H A N I E L EMMONS was born in East Haddam, Conn., April 20,
(0. S.,) 1745. He was the sixth son, and twelfth and youngest child,
of Samuel and Ruth (Cone) Emmons. Both his parents were professors
of religion, and he was the subject of an early Christian training. Being
indisposed to agricultural pursuits, to which his childhood and early youth
were devoted, and having an ardent thirst for knowledge, he gained his
father's consent that he should commence a cour.se of classical study. So
vigorous and successful was his application that, in the short space of ten
months, he was fitted for College, and actually became a member of Yale
College in September, 1763, in the nineteenth year of his age. His college
course was highly honourable to both his talents and his diligence; and he
was graduated in 1767, in the same class with John Treadwell, John
Trumbull, and several other of the most honoured sons of New England.
He lost his father about three months before he was graduated, who left
him without the least patrimony, though he made provision in his will for
defraying the expenses of his education.

Having devoted a few months to the business of teaching, he went to
reside with the Rev. Nathan Strong of Coventry, Conn., as a theological
student. But, after a short time, he placed himself under the instruction
of the Rev. John Smalley, of Berlin, who had then the reputation of being
one of the ablest Divines in New England.
Of his early religious history he has him.self given the following
account :•—
" Tl'hen I was quite young, I had many serious thoughts. I remember well that,
by reading the life of a pious youth, I was sensibly struck with a conviction of my
great guilt and the awful thought of dying unprepared, which led me, for a while, to
secret devotions. Though I did not long continue in this state of mind, yet I entertained reverential thoughts of religion, and fully resolved to become, some time or
ether, truly pious. These resolutions were cherished and strengthened by a strong
desire to be a preacher of the Gospel, I felt a peculiar respect for ministers, and
thought I should be extremely liappy if I could be ))roperly qualified to be one myself.
When one of my sisters died of consumption, my fears about myself were again
alarmed, and I had some lively apprehensions of the state of the damned, csiiecially
* Memoir of his life by Professor Park.
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of the lake that burneth with flre and brimstone, I used to be much terrified with the
prospect of the day of judgment j and my fears constrained me to cry to God in secret
to save me from the wrath to come. But when my fears abated, I soon fell into the
neglect of this duty
Such was the general state of my mind till I turned my attention more directly towards Divinity, and began my theological studies, I now had a
rational and serious conviction of the great importance of becoming truly religious.
Accordingly, I began a constant practice of daily reading the Bible and of praying to
God in secret.
'• All this time, bowever, I had no sense of the total corruption of my heart, and
its perfect opposition to God, But one night there came up a terrible thunderstorm,
which gave me such an awful sense of God's displeasure and of my going into a
miserable eternity, as I never had before. I durst not close my eyes in sleep during
the whole night, but lay crying for mercy with anxiety and distress. This impression
continued day after day, aud week after week, and put me upon the serious and diligent use of what I supposed to be the appointed means of grace. In this state of
mind I went to Dr, Smalley's to pursue my theological studies. There I was favoured
with his plain and instructive preaching, which increased my concern, and gave me a
more sensible conviction of the plague of my own heart, and of my real opposition to
the way of salvation revealed in the Gospel. My heart rose against the doctrine of
Divine sovereignty, and I felt greatly embarrassed with respect to the use of means.
I read certain books which convinced me that the best desires and prayers of sinners
were altogether selfish, criminal, and displeasing to God. I knew not what to do, nor
where to go for relief. But one afternoon, when my hopes were gone, I had a peculiar
discovery of the Divine perfections, and of the way of salvation by Jesus Christ, which
filled my mind with a joy and serenity to which I had ever before been a perfect
stranger. This was followed by a peculiar spirit of benevolence to my fellow men,
whether friends or foes. And I was transported with the thought of the unspeakable
blessedness of the day, when universal benevolence should prevail among all mivnkind.
I felt a peculiar complacence in good men, but thought they were extremely stupid,
because they did not appear to be more delighted with the Gospel, and more engaged
to promote the cause of Christ, I pitied the deplorable condition of ignorant, stupid
sinners, and thought I could preach so plainly as to convince every body of the glory
and importance of the Gospel. These were my views and feelings about eight months
before I became a candidate for the ministry."
H e was licensed to preach by the South Association of Hartford County,
in October, 1769, T h e examination which he u n d e r w e n t , on that occasion,
was, on several points, unsatisfactory to a p a r t of the Association,—particularly on the doctrines of depravity, regeneration, human and Divine
agency ; and several of the older clergymen voted against his licensure, and
one of t h e m , the R e v . M r . E e l l s of Middletown, went so far as to throw in
a written r e m o n s t r a n c e . H e seems originally to have been somewhat
inclined to A r m i n i a n views ; then, under the teachings of the Rev. Mr.
Strong, to have embraced the Calvinism of the old school, as embodied in
the writings of Ridgeley, W i l l a r d , and others ; and subsequently, under
D r . Smalley, to have become, in the then popular acceptation of the word,
a new-school man. T h e points which were specially agitated at his examination, came up for discussion, at several subsequent meetings of the Association, and the result was the formation of a "conciliatory c r e e d " upon the
points in question, in which the different parties agreed to unite.
H a v i n g preached in various places, for nearly four y e a r s , he, at length,
accepted a call from the church in F r a n k l i n , then the Second church in
W r e n t h a m Mass., to become their pastor ; and was constituted such by the
usual solemnities, A p r i l 2 1 , 1 7 7 3 . T h e services on the occasion were attended
by a vast concourse, and were held in the open air. The church with which
he then became connected, was in a flourishing s t a t e , having received large
accessions from a revival which had occurred some t h i r t y years before.
I n 1 7 7 5 , he was married to Deliverance, daughter of Moses French, of
B r a i n t r e e , Mass.;—a lady who is said to have been " a p a t t e r n of prudence,
condescension, benevolence, and faithfulness."
She, however, was spared
to him b u t a short time ; for she quickly fell into a decline, and died in
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June, 1778. And, within two months from the time of her death, his two
little sons, the only surviving members of his family, suddenly sickened and
died in one day, and were buried in the same grave. His recorded refiections on the occasion show that, while his heart was deeply smitten, it was
full of humble trust in the Divine wisdom and goodness.
Mr. Emmons was a zealous whig in tbe war of the Revolution ; and he
hesitated not, either in public or in private, to lift up his voice in favour of
his country's cause. As his congregation was considerably divided on the
great question of national independence, the decided ground which he took
on the subject produced in some of them an indifference, not to say a hostility,
towards him; and in addition to this, he was subjected to serious inconvenience from the irregular and partial payment of his salary, in consequence
of the general derangement of pecuniary concerns, in which his people shared
in common with the country at large. The return of Peace was to him, in
more respects than one, the return of prosperity; and bis popularity, not
only with his own people, but with the community generally, was increased,
rather than diminished, by the ardent devotion he had manifested to the
interests of his country.
Within about a year and four months from the death of his first wife, he
was married to Martha, daughter of tbe Rev. Chester Williams of Hadley,
Mass. This connection proved a source of the greatest comfort to him; as
he found in ber a companion not only distinguished for her excellent intellectual and moral qualities, but of such exemplary domestic habits as to
relieve him, in a great measure, from the ordinary cares of his family. By
this marriage he had six children,—two sons and four daughters.
Several of the first years of his ministry passed without any very special
tokens of the Divine blessing ; but, in the summer of 1784, when the Revo
lutionary confiict was over, and the almost frenzied excitement which had so
long pervaded the public mind, had subsided, an unusual attention to
religion commenced under his ministry, which gradually spread through the
town, and continued in greater or less intensity for about a year. More
than seventy, or about one-tenth of the non-professors of the town, became,
during this period, hopefully the subjects of a genuine conversion. There
was another revival in connection witb his labours in 1794 and 1795, and
another still in 1809, in each of which between thirty and forty were added
to the church. Beside these seasons of special Divine influence, there was
generally a healthful state of religious feeling pervading the church to which
be ministered, and almost every year after 1794 witnessed an increase of its
numbers and its energies. It has been mentioned as a remarkable characteri.=tic of the result of his ministrations, that few, if any, who were hopefully
converted through his instrumentality, ever apostatized from a Christian
profession, while an unusually large proportion have been distinguished for
their high attainments in the Christian life.
In 1798 he was honoured with the degree of Doctor of Divinity from
Dartmouth College.
After a long interval of freedom from domestic bereavement, in 1813
death again entered his family and took from him his second daughter; but
the poignancy of his grief was not a little abated by the consoling evidence
which she furni.shed, previous to her departure, that her spirit bad received
a Heavenly impress, and was ripe for Heavenly communion. Within a few
years after, another son and daughter, upon b-oth of whom he had expected
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to lean in his latter years, were carried to the grave ; and in August, 1829,
his wife, after having discharged the duties of her station with most
exemplary fidelity, for more than half a century, was also called to her long
home. Under these several bereavements, the sensibilities of the man, and
the fortitude and submission of the Christian, were beautifully commingled.
When this last and heaviest affliction came upon him, he was in his eightyfifth year ; but he was a veteran in piety as well as in years, and therefore
was kept from fainting under his accumulated troubles.
Dr. Emmons continued his labours among his people without interruption
until May, 1827, when he was seized with a fainting fit in the pulpit, in the
midst of his discourse, and was obliged to be carried home. He was able,
however, on the next Sabbath, to finish his discourse ; and it was listened to
with uncommon interest, not merely because it was one of the ablest of his
productions, but because the impression was very general in the congregation that it would prove to be, as it actually did, his last public service.
On the next Sabbath he sent them a letter resigning his pastoral charge, and
requesting that they would make immediate provision for the supply of the
pulpit; and though some of them resisted his proposal, on the ground that
they would be abundantly satisfied with such services as he could still render,
yet he resolutely persisted in retiring from his public labours. His resignation was accepted, but the pastoral relation was continued till his death. He
lived to see two colleagues settled over his people, both of whom, it is
understood, have borne a most grateful testimony to his uniform prudence,
kindness, and generosit}'. After he retired from the active duties of his
office, be spent a large part of his time in reading; and, at the age of ninety,
when his memory had in a great degree failed him, his criticisms on different
authors are said to have been as just, and his remarks on passing events as
striking, as when he was at the zenith of his intellectual activity.
In 1831,—contrary to what might have been most naturally expected.
Dr. Emmons again entered into the marriage relation. The lady with whom
he now became connected, was the widow of the late Rev. Mr. Mills* of
Sutton, Mass. Under her devoted attentions his health and spirits seemed
to revive, so that he was enabled to endure the fatigue of several journeys of
considerable length. In the summer and autumn of 1840, his strength began
perceptibly to decline, and it was manifest to all who saw him that his
course was nearly run. He spoke with freedom of his approaching departure, and sometimes prayed that he might have an easy transition to the next
world. His last sickness was short, and its termination as serene as a summer
evening. " He fell sweetly asleep in Jesus about three o'clock on Wednesday morning, September 23, 1840 ; thirteen years and four months from
his resignation of his public charge ; sixty-seven years and five months from
his ordination; seventy one years from the time he was licensed to preach
the Gospel; and ninety-five years and five months from his birth." His
funeral was attended on the succeeding Monday, and a sermon preached on
the occasion by the Rev. Thomas Williams, from Ecclesiastes x i i , 9; which
was published.
The following is a list of Dr. Emmons' works published during his life:
A Discourse concerning the process of the General Judgment, in which the
* EDMUND MILLS was born in Kent, Conn., in 1753; was graduated at Yale College in 1775;
was ordained pastor of the chnrch in Sutton, June 23, 1790, and died November 7, 1825, aged
seventy-three. He published an Oration on the 4th of July, 1809.
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modern notions of Universal Salvation are particularly considered, 178.S.
A "Sermon at the installation of Caleb Alexander at Mendon, 1786. A
Sermon at the installation of David Avery,* at Wrentham, 1786. A Sermon on the dignity of man, (upon Dr. Franklin's gift of a library to the
town of Franklin,) 1787 A Sermon at the ordination of John Robinson,!
at Westborough, 1789. A Sermon at the ordination of Walter Plarris at
Dunbarton, N. H., 1789. Sermons to the Society for Reformation of Morals,
1790, 1792, and 1793. A Sermon at the ordination of Elias Dudley,^ at
Oxford, Mass.. 1791. A Sermon at the ordination of Calvin Chaddock,§ at
Rochester, Mass., 1793. A Sermon at the ordination of Eli Smith,|| 1793.
A Dissertation on the Scriptural Qualifications for admission to the Christian
Sacraments in answer to Dr. Hemmenway, 1793. A Sermon on the mode
and subjects of Baptism, 1794. Candid reply to Dr. Hemmenway's Remarks
on his Dissertation on the "Scriptural Qualifications," &c., 1795. A Sermon at the funeral of the Rev. Elisha Fish IT of Upton, 1795. A Sermon
• DAVID AVERY was the son of John and Lydia (Smith) Avery, and was born at Norwich,
(Franklin,) Conn., April 5, 1746. He was hopefully converted at the age of twenty, under
the preaching of VVhitefield. He was fitted for College in Dr. Wheelock s school, Lebanon; entered at Yale a year in advance and was graduated in 1769. He studied Theology
under Dr, Wheelock; preached a short time as a licentiate on Long Island, and on the 29th of
August was ordained a missionary to the Oneida Indians, as colleague with Samuel Kirkland.
Being obliged to leave this field of labour in consecjuence of an injury he received by a fall upon
the ice, he returned to New England, and on the 25th of March, 1773, was installed at Gageboro', now Vi'indsor, Vt., where he remained till April 14, 1777, when he was dismissed to
enter the army as a Chaplain. He was at the taking of Burgoyne, at the capture of the Hessians
at Trenton, and in the battle of Princeton. Having served as Chaplain a little more than
three years, he was settled at Bennington, Vt., May 3, 1780, and dismissed June 17, 1783.
He was again settled at Wrentham, May 25, 1786, and, after several councils and much difficulty, was dismissed April 21, 1794. He still preached to a congregation at North Wrentham,
where a church was organized in 1795. Sometime before 1798, he removed to Mansfield, (now
Chaplin,) Conn., and was employed in preaching iu vacant places, as he had opportunity, and
also performed two missionary tours in New York and Maine. He afterwards gathered a new
congregation in Chaplin to whom he preached from 1798 to 1801. I n the autumn of 1817, he
visited his daughter who resided in Shepardstown, Va., and was invited to settle in Middletown, a few miles distant; but he was suddenly seized with a fever, and died on the week that
he was to have been installed. He published a Thanksgiving Sermon preached before the
army, 1777; a Sermon on bridling the tongue, 1779; a Sermon on the death of Dr. Benjamin
Chaplin, 1793 ; a Sermon on the death of Walter Moore. He had fourteen cousins of the name
of Avery in Groton Fort, who were all massacred except one, and he had a musket ball pass
through the left side of his head, carrying his left eye with i t ; hut he lived to be more than'a
hundred years old. Mr. Avery is said to have been " a n Edwardean in sentiment, and a
Whitefieldian in warmth of manner." I remember him as a person of most commanding presence, and of great animation in the pulpit.
t JoHX KoBiNSON was born in Lebanon, Conn., in April, 1760; was graduated at Yale College in 1780 ; was ordained pastor of the church at Westborough, Mass., January 14, 1789; was
dismissed October 1, 1807; and afterwards removed to Lebanon, his native place, where he
dropped dead in the street. May 2, 1832, aged seventy-two.
X ELIAS DUDLEY, a son of Daniel and Susanna Dudley, was born in Saybrook, Conn.,
August 12, 1761, but subsequently removed with his parents to Newport, N . H . ; was graduated
at Dartmouth College in 1788; studied Theology under Dr. Emmons; was ordained the third
pastor of the church in Oxford,-Mass,, April 13, 1791; was dismissed on account of ill health,
March 6, 1799, after which, he engaged in business at Newburyport; and removed with his
family about 1805 to Prospect, Me,, where he died of consumption, January 25, 1808, aged
forty-seven,
§ CALVIN CHADDOCK was a native of Oahham, Mass.; was graduated at Dartmouth College in
1791; wasordained pastor of the Third church in Rochester, Mass., October 10, 1793; was disniissed about 1805; and died in 1823.
II E L I SMITH was born in Belchertown, Mass., in 1759; was graduated at Brown University
in 1792; was ordained pastor of the church in Hollis, N . H., November 27, 1793; resigned his
charge in June, 1830; and died in 1848, in his ninetieth year.
^ E L I S H A F I S H was born at Groton, Conn., in 1719; was graduatedat Harv.ird College in
1750; was ordained pastor of the church at Upton, Mass., Juno 5, 1751; and died August 6,
1795, aged seventy-six. He published a Thanksgiving Sermon on the Repeal of the Stamp
Act, 1766- a Discourse on Infant Baptism, 1772; The art of w:ir lawful and necessary to a
Christian people: A .'^ermon, 1773; a Discourse at Worcester at the desire of the Cnuiniittee ol
Commissioners for the county, 1775.
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at the ordination of James Tufts * at Wardsborough, Yt., 1795. A
Thanksgiving Sermon, 1796.
A Sermon at the ordination of John
Smith at Salem, N. H., 1797. An Essay on Miracles, in the "Mendon
Evidences of Revealed Religion," 1798. A Fast Sermon, 1798. An Election Sermon, 1798. A Fast Sermon, 1799. A Sermon on Washington,
1800.
A Sermon before the Massachusetts Missionary S"ci'^ty, 1800. A
Sermon at the funeral of Mrs. Sanford, wife of the Rev. David Sanford of Medway, 1800.
A Thanksgiving Sermon, 1800. A Fast Sermon, 1801. A Sermon at the funeral of Samuel Rockwood, 1801. A
Fast Sermon, 1802. A Sermon on the Fourth of July, 1802. A Sermon
at the funeral of Daniel Thurston, 1802. A Fast Sermon, 1803. A
Sermon at the ordination of Joseph Emerson at Beverly, 1803. A Sermon
on the death of Dr. Abijah Everett, 1804. A Sermon on tbe death of
Amos Hawes, 1804. A Sermon at the ordination of Edwards Whipplet at Charlton. 1804. A Sermon before a Convention of Ministers,
1804. A Thanksgiving Sermon, 1804. A Sermon at the ordination of
Stephen Chapin at Hillsboro', N. H., 1805. A Sermon at the funeral of
Lydia, wife of the Rev. Elisha Fisk,| 1805. A Sermon on the death of
Deacon Peter Whiting, December, 1805. A Sermon on Sacred Music,
1806.
A Sermon on the death of Hon. Jabez Fisher, 1806. A Sermon
at tbe ordination of Gains Conant at Paxton, 1808. A Sermon at the funeral of Esther, daughter of the Rev. John Wilder, 1808. The Giver more
blessed than the Receiver: A Sermon, 1809. A Sermon at the funeral
of the Rev. David Sanford of Medway, 1810. A Sermon at the funeral
of Esther, wife of the Rev. John Wilder, 1811. A Sermon at the funeral
of the Rev. Timothy Dickinson,§ 1813. A Sermon before the Mendon Association, 1813. A Thanksgiving Sermon, 1813. A Sermon on the death of
Oliver Shepard, 1814. A Sermon at the funeral of the Rev. John Cleaveland of North Wrentham, 1815. A Thanksgiving Sermon, 1815. A Sermon at the installation of Holland Weeks at Abington, 1815. A Sermon at the funeral of Mrs. Rebecca M. Farrington, 1816. A Sermon at
the installation of Thomas Williams at Foxborough, 1816. A Sermon
before the Norfolk Education Society, 1817. A Sermon at the close of the
second century from the landing at Plymouth, 1820. A Sermon at the
* JAMES TUFTS was a native of New Braintree, Mass.; was graduated at Brown University
in 1789; and was ordained pastor of the church in Wardsborough, Vt,, November 4, 1795.
t EDWARDS W H I P P L E was born at New Braintree in 1778; was graduated at Williams College in 1801; was ordained pastor of the church in Charlton, Mass., January 25, 1804; resigned
his charge in March, 1821; and died September 17, 1822, aged fourty-four.
X ELISHA F I S K was born in Holliston, (the p<art now included in West Medway,) September
2, 1769; was graduated at Brown University in 1796; was ordained pastor of the church in
Wrentham, Mass., June 12, 1799; and died January 7, 1851, in the eighty-second year of his
age. His first wife was Lydia Robinson of Milford, who died July 11, 1805; his second, Mrs.
Margaret Brown of Wrentham, who died April 30, 1850. He published an Address on removing
the bodies of Deacon Thomas Mann and wife into a tomb, 1813; a Sermon at the ordination of
Martin Moore at Natick, 1814; a Sermon before the Norfolk County Education Society, 1819;
a Sermon on the death of Major Erastus Emmons, 1820; a Sermon before the Society for promoting Christian Knowledge, 1822; a Sermon on the death of Mrs. David Fisher, 1827; aSermon on the death of the Rev. John Wilder, 1836; two Sernaons on the forty-seventh anniversary of his settlement, 1846; a Sermon on the completion of fifty years from his settlement,
§ TIMOTHY DICKINSON, a son of Nathan and Esther Dickinson, was bom at Amherst, June
25, 1761; at the age of sixteen enlisted as a soldier in the army of the Revolution and served
about fifteen months; fitted for College under Mr. (afterwards President) Dwight at Northampton; was graduated at Dartmouth in 1785; after which he was for a year Preceptor of
Moor's Charity school; studied Theology under the Rev. David Tappan at Newbury, Mass,;
preached some time at Exeter and Hopkinton, N, H . , and was finally settled at Holliston,
Mass,, February 18, 1789; and died July 6, 1813, aged fifty-two. He published several occasional sermons, one of which was preached before the Massachusetts Missionary Society in 1811.
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ordination of Zolva W h i t m o r e , at Guilford, Conn., 1 8 2 1 . A Sermon a t
New H a v e n on the Foreknowledge of God, 1 8 2 1 . A Sermon at the in.stallation of Thomas W i l l i a m s at A t t l e b o r o u g h , 1824. A Sermon at the installation of Calvin P a r k at Stoughton, 1826. T h e Platform of Ecclesiastical
Government established b y J e s u s C h r i s t : A Discourse addressed by a New
England P a s t o r to his flock, 1 8 2 6 . A Sermon on Reconciliation with God,
(published in the National P r e a c h e r , ) 1836.
Dr. E m m o n s published five octavo volumes of Sermons on Christian
Doctrine and D u t y , and one volume of Occasional Sermons, ranging from
1800 to 1 8 2 6 .
These were republished in connection with some other of
his Discourses in 1842, in six large octavo volumes, together with a Memoir
of his life by Professor P a r k .

FROM THE REV EDWARDS A. PARK, D, D,
PEOFESSOK IN THE THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY AT ANDOVER,
ANDOVER, THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, June 1,

1848.

Dear Sir: Having been, from early childhood, somewhat familiarly acquainted
with Dr, Emmons' character, I cheerfully comply with your request, and give
you my views of it. As I do not coincide with his speculations on some important doctrines, I may not satisfy the demands of those who adopt all his views.
But probably you do not wish the impressions of a partizan, so much as those of
a disinterested friend.
The mental trait which is most frequently mentioned as characterizing Dr,
Emmons, is acuteness. He discriminated sharply. The distinctions which he
made were not excessive refinements; but, in the main, accorded with the reality
of things and were of practical, as well as of theoretical value. He was skilled
in disentangling a theory from its adscititious matter, and scanning it as it stood
alone. The luminousness of his discourses is in great degree the result of his
extricating a single topic from the kindred themes with which it is ordinarily
confused, and of presenting it in its easy and natural divisions, A mind skilled
in the minuticB of analysis is seldom remarkable for comprehensiveness. B u t
Dr, Emmons took large views of religious science, and examined its various
branches in their reciprocal relations. His favourite themes were those which
included the theory of moral government, and thus required the most extensive
generalization. Hence arose his excellence as a reasoner. After establishing a
few general principles, he aimed to develop their connection with all the doctrines
of Theology, and the consequent inter-dependence of these doctrines upon one
another. He thus deduced inference from inference in a lengthened chain of
logical sequences, and derived a whole system of Theology from a few fundamental
principles. He was thus consistent with himself, whether conforming to the
truth or not. If he erred in his speculations, it was, generally, at his starting
points, not in the way from them to his conclusions; in his premises rather than
his reasonings. His fondness for system, so conspicuous in his theories, permeated his whole life; his dress, his manners, his employment which was like
clock-work, his conversation which was often as methodical as a demonstration
in Euclid, his tastes, his practical judgments. The following among his aphorisms are developments of that consecutivencss of mind, by which he was led to
follow out every t r u t h into its diversified ramifications:—" Never despair of a
student who has one clear idea:" " H e is a learned man who undcr.stauds one
subject, and he is a very learned man who understands tAvo subjects:"
"Just
definitions, like just distinctions, either prevent w end disputes:" " If men will
define depravity and volition as they one;bt to do, they will understand tbe most
important doctrines of the B i b l e : " " There is not so mucli diff'erciicc in men's
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ideas of first principles and elementary truths as has been commonly thought; a
greater difference lies in the power of reasoning from these principles."
I t might be inferred from the perspicuity, discrimination, and logical exactness
of D r . Emmons, that his mind would be inventive and original; for it is the prerogative of but few men to think clearly and consecutively, and whoever does so
must arrive at new results. His theological system attests that some of his rules
for clergymen were a transcript of his own mental habits, " Follow not too
strictly," he said, " the path of any particular Divines, for by following you
will never overtake them; but endeavour, if possible, to find out some new,
nearer, and easier way by which you may get before them and really add some
pittance to the common stock of theological knowledge," His speculations on
sabbath-schools, church music, church polity and policy, even on the propriety
of closing a prayer with the word Amen, on the fall, the atonement, regeneration,
reprobation, the conscience, the will, the existence of other created intelligences
besides men and angels, indeed on all subjects, have that exciting infiuence which
ever flows from original thoughts, be they correct or incorrect. Not only in his
speculations was he original but in his emotions also. He felt not because others
felt, not because men had taught him that he should feel, but because he did feel,
spontaneously, as himself, for himself
It cannot be said, however, that his love of system and of originality were
subversive of his regard for time-hallowed usages, or paramount to his love of
truth. He so far indulged his spirit of veneration for the past as to become antiquated in some of his habits; and he did not hesitate to sacrifice ingenious and
novel theories to the power ot argument. Indeed he was distinguished for blending in his character diversified and seemingly discordant excellencies. He was a
diligent student of the Bible and bowed reverently to its decisions, but he was
also an earnest inquirer for the teachings of reason. He was eminently disposed,
as Calvinism always inclines its adherents, to exalt Jehovah as the Being who
controls all men and all events; but as long as he lived he persevered in tbe belief
that we should love ourselves on account of our finite worth, as we should love
God supremely on account of his infinite worth; that we should love ourselves for
our free-will and for other powers mad£ in the Divine image, while we ascribe all
we have to Him who constitutes and governs us as he pleases. Rare candour was
an attribute of Dr, Emmons, yet few were more inflexible in a righteous cause.
Although open to conviction, he is not known to have wished to recall a single
sentence which he ever published. He was frank,—so fearful lest men should
misunderstand him that he often expressed his opinions in language more objectionable than was needed,—yet he was a prudent counsellor, and all who knew
him revered his wisdom. He was thought by some to be too modest; and by
others, too dignified. He was a man of authority, yet simple-hearted as a child.
He ruled over the church, yet few pastors were ever more beloved. He was a
stern reprover, yet often manifested such a tenderness of piety as comes only from
the mellowing, melting influence of afiiiction. W i t h all his iron strength, he was
so amiable that even the insane were often sent, at their own urgent request, to
reside under his roof, and were relieved by his sagacity and gentleness. He was
habitually sedate and solemn, but he possessed a salient fancy and a sparkling
wit. He united qualities, apparently inconsistent like these, in a character
remarkable for its symmetry. He seemed to infuse his own unity and individuality into all that he did or wrote. As he was erect in body, so was he upright
and straight-forward in his conduct. As he was quick and agile in his muscular
movements, so was he rapid in his analysis, enthusiastic and energetic in his
studies. His simplicity of character was developed in his daily habit of life, in
his literary tastes, in his theological speculations. He delighted in a positive
attitude, aud his discourses are any thing but negations. In fine, he was a unique
example of comprehensive virtues.
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His piety was in sympathy with his general character,—honest, reverential,
unostentatious, disinterested, uniform, firm, still, deep. It was eminently
rational and manly. It was a principle and a habit. He spoke of his religious
feelings but seldom. When he did speak of them, he told the truth. He told it,
however, ^vith the sensitiveness and delicacy of one who regards them as pearls
too precious for promiscuous exposure.
His religious and intellectual charjfcter gave him uncommon power in the pulpit.
He made but few gestures; his voice was not powerful; but men listened to him
with intense curiosity, and often with awe. H e was so ingenious in deducing
unexpected inferences from propositions which he had logically proved, that his
hearers always expected something to come from his plainest remarks; something to
spring upon them and to startle them with a sudden, strong impulse, " I usually,"
he says, " brought in those truths which are the most displeasing to the human
heart, by way of inference. In this way the hearers were constrained to acknowledge the premises before they saw the conclusions, which being clearly drawn, it
was too late to d e n y . " Hence the intellectual excitement of his discourses was
great. " I have always found," he said, " that men will give me their attention,
if I give them any thing to attend t o . " He fed the sheep, and they looked up to
him. He was fond of unfolding to his hearers the compacted system of evangelical doctrine, and thus advancing step by step from one instructive topic to another,
and pointing out their interminable relations. Hence the text of the sermon
preached at bis funeral was appropriate to him: " A n d moreover because the
preacher was wise, he still taught the people knowledge." This progressive
development of doctrine imparted a perennial interest to his discourses, and saved
him from ever "preaching himself o u t , " This interest was a good illustration of
the eloquence of thought. I t was the result of doctrine, and, so far as instrumentality was concerned, of nothing else. His style was but a conduit through
which his ideas flowed. The channel itself did not go into the hearts of the
audience, but afforded clear passage for the t r u t h . His own comparison is,
"Style is only the frame to hold our thoughts. I t is like the sash of a window;
a heavy sash will obscure the light. The object is to have as little sash as will
hold the lights, that we may not think of the frame but have the most light."
His system of rhetoric was compressed into two brief rules: " First, have something to say; second, say i t , " But although his eloquence was eminently that of
the intellect, it was not merely or chiefly so, " I r e a d , " he says, " deep, wellwritten tragedies for the sake of real improvement in the art of preaching. They
appeared to me the very best books to teach true eloquence. They are designed
to make the deepest impression on the human mind, and many of them are
excellently calculated to produce this effect, A preacher can scarcely find a better
model for constructing a popular, practical, pathetic discourse than a good tragedy,
which all along prepares the mind for the grand catastrophe without discovering
it till the whole soul is brought into a proper frame to feel the final impression,"
Hence he was skilled in probing the conscience. He engraved deep lines on the
heart. He stirred up the sensibilities of hard-thinking men. His preaching was,
therefore, uncommonly promotive of Christian purity, decision, and fidelity. Some
of the most active and exemplary church members in our larger towns and cities
havebeen trained under his influence, and a " Franklin Christian " has been a
proverbial designation for a firm, discreet, consistent, and disinterested man.
It may easily be inferred from his vigorous and capacious mind, from his stable,
self-sacrificing," and matured piety, that Dr, Emmons made rare attainments in
theological science, and accomplished much good. I t is unusual to find a rapid
and original thinker who is also industrious, patient, and persevering; but for
seventy-eight years this veteran in Theology studied from ten to sixteen hours a
day, devolving his secular concerns upon others, neglecting physical exercise
even, and devoting himself sacredly and uninterruptedly to spiritual culture. It
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is rare that a mind thus severely tasked is connected with an athletic and healthy
body; but he enjoyed vigorous and uniform health until after his eightieth year,
and he lived to the age of ninety-five. As he dedicated his prolonged maturity of
intellect to one science, he must have explored it through those recesses which few
men live long enough to examine. His theological capital had time to accumulate
interest upon interest. He could not fail of amassing treasures of knowledge
following as he did for so long a time the rules which he prescribed for a clergyman : " Never t r y to avoid difficulties in Theology, but seek for t h e m : " " When
you find a hiU in the path of science, climb over it, and not run around it; then
you will have made some perceptible advance, but one may travel on a plain ever
so long and seem to make no progress," " Let Theology be your chief subject of
investigation, with an eye to which let all your other reading, study, conversation,
and remarks be directed," Having rigidly obeyed such rules for a longer period
than the animal life of most men, having concentrated his powers sedulously and
perseveringly upon a single science and upon its more recondite parts, it is natural
to infer that, even if his powers had been as ordinary as they were superior, he
would have accumulated treasures of wisdom which younger, less practised, less
matured thinkers may find it difficult to appreciate. On a moderate calculation
he must have preached nearly or quite six thousand times; he published during
his life more than seven thousand copies of nearly two hundred sermons, besides
four laboured dissertations, and more than a hundred essays for periodicals, and
at his death a part only of his discourses were collected and printed in six octavo
volumes. He guided the studies of eighty-seven young men preparing to become
ministers of the Gospel, and among them were several who have been distinguished
as instructors in Theology, He n'as connected with the church at Franklin seventy
years, was its sole pastor fifty-four years, and during his connection with it saw
nearly four hundred of his parishioners profess their faith in Christ, He was the
first President, and a father, if not the father of the Massachusetts Missionary
Society, which was the parent of many philanthropic institutions. He was also
one of the original editors of the Massachusetts Missionary Magazine, which was
the germ of the present Missionarj^ Herald. He nurtured the infant growth of
many charitable societies which he lived to see in their mature strength. He was
one of the chief counsellors of his brother-in-law, Dr, Samuel Spring, in framing the
creed of Andover Theological Seminary, He once remarked: " When Dr. Spring
died, I felt as if I had lost my right hand. W e thought together, felt together,
acted together," So much " a man of study and of home " had Dr, Emmons
been, that he never visited New York city until the spring of 1835. He was then
invited to attend the May anniversaries in that metropolis. He attended; and as
he had been in early life a zealous advocate of the American Revolution, and through
his subsequent career a practical friend of free thought and free speech, he was
requested to preside at a meeting of the American Anti-Slavery Society, which was
then so unpopular that its proceedings were in danger of being interrupted by
mobs. Some of his friends advised him not to appear, in his extreme old age, on
such an occasion. Others advocated his appearing, and added, " this may be the
last public act of your life," He then immediately arose, saying, " I must go;"
and in his ninety-first year he presided over the Society which, however odious to
many, represented a cause ever dear to him.
After having passed nearly a hundred years in tranquil meditation, and having
devoted the last twelve years of his life to especial thoughtfulness on his summons
to another world, and having habitually communed with the most awing, humbling, subduing truths of religion, he was at length told that his end drew near,
and he must soon stand before his Judge, " I am ready " was his characteristic
reply. It was a reply full of meaning, expressive of his modesty, humility,
decision, firm faith, strong hope, and reverential yet familiar intercourse with his
Sovereign, He died as he had lived, an honest man.

NATHANIEL EMMONS.

7Q0

i>

Eight years before the death of Dr, Emmons, Judge Theron Metcalf, of the
Supreme Judicial Court of Massachusetts, said in an Oration before the Phi Beta
Kappa Society of Brown University:—" I cannot resist the impulse which inclines
me to allude to an eminent living Divine, personally known to many of you,
whose plain and unshrinking enforcement of his own views of truth, whose fearless reprehension of wickedness in high places and iu low, and whose entire devotion, for more than fifty years, to the duties of his profession, have secured for
him a most extensive and reverent respect, no less sincere and profound in the
many who reject his peculiar opinions than in the few who adopt them, I desire
to be grateful that in the place of my nativity, such an example of clerical dignity, fidelity, and contempt of the ' popularity which is run after,' was constantly
before my youthful eyes, and that such an example of the ' popularity that follows ' is still before the eyes of the public,"
The "peculiar o p i n i o n s " of Dr, Emmons are alluded to by Judge Metcalf
What were these.'' He claimed to have no peculiar opinions which are not involved
in the Calvinistic faith. He declared himself to be not a high Calvinist, nor a
low Calvinist, but a Calvinist, a consistent Calvinist, His more distinctive articles of belief he stated t h u s : 1, "All true virtue, or real holiness, consists in disinterested benevolence." 2. "All sin consists in selfishness." 3. "AU holiness
consists in obeying the law, and all sin consists in sinning against i t , " 4, " In
all their sin men act freely, while they are acted upon; as in all their holiness
men act freely, while they are acted upon, by Him who worketh in them to will
and to do of his good pleasure," 5, " The impotency of sinners to do what
God requires of them, is not natural but moral." 6. " Though men become sinners by Adam, according to a Divine constitution, yet they have, and are accountable for, no sins but personal." 7. " The introduction of sin is, upon the whole,
for the general good." 8, " The infinitely wise and Holy God has exerted his
omnipotent power in such a manner, as He proposed should be followed with the
existence of moral evil in the system." 9. " Believers receive from Christ directly
the mere pardon of their sins, but indirectly they receive everlasting blessedness
through Him; and although they are justified through his righteousness, yet his
righteousness is not transferred to them; for obedience can no more be removed
fi'om the innocent to the guilty, than disobedience can be removed from the guilty
to the innocent." 10, " In the order of nature, love to God comes before repentance, and repentance conies before faith in Christ," 11. " In order to faith in
Christ, a sinner must approve, in his heart, of the Divine conduct, even though
God should cast him off forever; which, however, neither implies love to misery
nor hatred of happiness," 12, " No rational choices are neutral in their moral
character; hence an impenitent man always sins in his pretended efforts to become
holy; and there are no promises of regenerating grace made to the doings of the
unregenerate."
From the preceding synopsis it may be inferred that the favourite peculiarity of
Dr. Emmons as a theologian was his earnest effort to harmonize all truth, in one
system, which he believed to be the Calvinistic. He was distinguished for his deep
views of sin, its evil, its extent; and these views rested on his previous faith
that all the moral attributes of God are comprehended in benevolence, that men
have the natural power to choose as well as to reject Him, and therefore they must
be deserving of everlasting woe for one single offence against a being so lovely
because so loving. Intimately combined with his profound views of sin, was the
peculiar rigidness of Dr, Emmons in requiring from the sinner instant repentance,
self denial, submission :o any and every evil which the Divine glory requires him
to endure; for all the evil which can be laid by a F.ather who is so benevolent upon
a sinner who is so vile, must be needful for the welfare of the universe, and should
therefore be received submissively rather than rebelliously. Closely connected
With his pungent expressions concerning sin and obligation, was the peculiar yet
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truly Calvinistic sternness with which Dr. Emmons held up the sovereignty of
God in electing some and in reprobating others; for he believed that all the Divine
purposes in regard to our moral state presuppose our natural power to choose or
refuse salvation, and therefore compel no man to obey or disobey, and are made
by Him who does nothing and decrees nothing except for the richest interests of
the universe. Thus one of Dr, Emmons' theories prepared the way for another,
and he was frank in expressing all, because he believed that all were involved in
each, and each was a doctrine of the Inspired Word.
Very tridy yours,
EDWARDS A. PARK.
FROM THE REV ELAM SMALLEY, D. D.
WORCESTER, Mass., November 9,1852.
My dear Sir: A t your request, I cheerfully communicate some of my recollections of the late Rev. Nathaniel Emmons, D. D. Though years have passed since
my particular connection, as colleague pastor with him, terminated, I yet have a
very distinct remembrance of him, as he looked and moved, spoke and acted.
W h e n that connection commenced, he was more than eighty-four years of age, and
I, less than twenty-four; but, as he always treated me with the kindness and confidence of a father, I had every opportunity to see and hear him. At different
times, he presented a variety of modes both of thought and of temper; but rarely,
if ever, was he untrue to himself, whether as a Divine or Philosopher, a Christian or a Gentleman, Though he knew his rights, and was ever ready to defend
them, yet he promptly recognised and freely granted what belonged to others.
But you do not desire a methodized account of his intellectual traits or moral
qualities. You ask for such personal reminiscences as will give some just idea of
him in his study, his family, and his visits, in his conversation and among his
friends.
It was interesting to be with him and to listen to his words of wisdom wherever
he went; but no one could appreciate him, who had not witnessed the play of hi.s
sensibilities and the electric flashes of his genius, among those whom he admitted
to his friendship. His study was his home. There he ate and worked. There
he girded himself to grapple with the seven problems in Philosophy and Theology;
and there he unbent his mind to meet and entertain those whom he loved. He had
every thing arranged to suit himself His chair must be in the same spot, and a
stranger could easily see where that spot was, by the four indentations which had
gradually appeared under the mild abrasions of its four legs. His writing-desk,
with its case of books, must be just so near to him, and all its fixtures and furnishings in the same order. There was the peg for his surtout, and there another for
llis three-cornered hat. There was a place on the right side of the fire for the
tongs, and on the left side for the shovel. Precisely so, must the wood be laid on
the fire, and the ready hearth-brush must almost instinctively do its duty in keeping dust and ashes in their places. At such a time must the wood-box be replenished; the faithful servant must know enough to enter that room with head
uncovered; and so devoted was the sage to his own calling, so much did he depend
on others to do what belonged to other departments, that he would often playfuUy
say, " I cannot do without a servant twenty-four minutes." In his study, he
passed much the larger portion of his life, after he was settled in the ministry; and
whoever enjoyed the privilege of visiting him there, vrill not easily forget his benig
nant smile, or cordial laugh, or his cheerful and instructive conversation. The
following specimens of that conversation may be reUed on as substantially correct;
and the incidents recorded actually occurred.
One was calling his attention to the beauties of a very neat manuscript:—
" W h a t a pity that a man who can write so well, hadn't something better to
write,"
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A young preacher had pronounced an able discourse for him on Sabbath morning, but it advocated a principle at variance with some first principle which had for
hun the force of an axiom. As they walked toward his house at noon, not a
word was said. On entering his study, the Doctor turned to the preacher, and
very blandly remarked, " I liked your sermon this morning very much. It was
well arranged, well argued, and well delivered, I have but one fault to find with
it—it was 7iot true."
To another preacher who seemed to require some mental stimulant, he said,
" Did you ever go over Seekonk Plain.? Your preaching is too much like that
long and level."
After telling a young man some wholesome truths, and making to him some useful suggestions, he was accosted b y t h e subject of his criticisms with the following
question: " Dr. Emmons, why is it that young clergymen feel so small after talking with you.'"' " Because," he replied, " they feel so big before tbey come here,"
Another had preached for him one morning a sermon which touched upon a vast
number of topics, " Do you ever mean to preach another sermon?" enquired the
Doctor, " Yes S i r , " " W h a t can you say.? You have already preached the
jvhole system of Theology."
At a public dinner, one who prided himself on his liberal views, and who was
fond of arguing, being questioned somewhat more rigidly than usual, thought to
put an unanswerable point by saying, so that all around him might hear it,
" Well, every tub must stand upon its own bottom." " Y e s , y e s , " replied Dr,
E., " but what shall those tubs do that haven't any bottoms,''"
A skeptic, who was fond of putting puzzling questions to clergymen, once called
upon the Doctor, and after showing that ' the wine was in, and the wit out,' asked
with apparent seriousness, " Dr, Emmons, can you tell me what I am to understand by the soul of m a n ? " " N o , " was the reply, " I cannot tell a man that
hasn't got any."
He thus rebuked one, who, under improper stimulant, presumed, in the presence
of several by-standers, to claim a particular acquaintance with him, Dr, Emmons
not recognising the acquaintance, the forward man exclaimed, " W h a t , do you
not know me, Doctor ? I have held the stirrup for you to mount your horse many
a time, when you were at my grandfather's." " Have you ?" replied the Doctor;
" y o u look as if you had never been in so good business since."
Let it not be supposed that his pithy sayings were all of a kind to excite a smile.
It was far otherwise. When asked what was the advantage of such a system of
Theology as he had preached, he said, " Strict Calvinism brings God near to u s ;
aU opposing systems keep Him at a distance."
Speaking of the elder and younger Edwards, he said, " The father had more
reason than his son; but the son was a greater reasoner than his father."
Reminded that he difiered essentially from the great Edwards on a particular
doctrine, he remarked that " whatever President Edwards investigated for himself, he understood and mastered; but in his Treatise on Original Sin, he took his
first principle on trust, and hence was like a great horse, floundering in the mire—
the more he tries to push through, the deeper in he gets."
In speaking of the ministerial oflSce, he said, " No other profession demands
half so much mental labour as ours. It is easy, very easy to preach; but very
hard to preach well. I have often wondered at myself that I ever agreed to be
responsible for two sermons a week; it makes me shudder at times to think I ever
dared to do i t . "
When told how fluently a preacher had spoken on a certain occasion, though
unexpectedly called upon, he remarked, " It is a great blessing to be able to talk
half an hour about nothing. The great body of extempore preachers are pro
tempore preachers,"
VOL,
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On being told of one who was not remarkable for consistency of statement in
different sermons, he said, " I t is of the greatest importance that a preacher be
established in first principles; otherwise he wiU be continually contradicting himself"
On another occasion he observed, " In writing sermons, always have a plan,
and let every sentence help accomplish that plan. Let your sermons and your
prayers have a beginning, middle, and end. Don't use all your best thoughts at
first; reserve the most important ones to the last. The close of a sermon should
be like the approach of a ship to the wharf—with all sails standing.
Be short in
all your exercises in the pulpit. Better to leave the people longing than loathing.
No conversions after the hour is out."
He thus graphically described the manner in which his mind was led to new
views of truth. " When I first went as a pupil in Theology to Dr. Smalley's, I
was full of old Calvinism, and thought I was prepared to meet the Doctor on all
points of his new Divinity. For some time, all things went on smoothly. At
length he began to advance some sentiments which were new to me, and opposed
to my former views. I contended with him; but he very quietly tripped up my
heels, and there I lay at his mercy. But I had no thought of giving up so. I
arose and commenced the struggle anew; but before I was aware of it, I was
floored again. Thus matters proceeded for some time; he gradually leading me
along to the place of light, and I struggling to remain in darkness. At length
he gained the victory: I began to see a little light. I t was a new point and seemed
distant. B y degrees it grew and came nearer. From that time to this, the light
ha's been increasing; and I feel assured that the great doctrines of grace which I
have preached for fifty years, are in strict accordance with the law and the testi
mony,"
Again he said,—" At first I walked on crutches altogether; I thought as others
had thought before me; but when the light of new Divinity began to appear, I
threw away my crutches, and have gone without them ever .since," " My first
sermon I esteemed as a very good one; but having read it to Trumbull and another
of my class-mates, and heard their criticisms, I very quietly put it into the fire,"
" When I came to this region and was .about to be .settled in Franklin, some of
the neighbouring ministers had the impression that I was not sound in the faith.
So when they came to examine me for ordination, they tried to draw out my
heresies, I answered all their questions promptly; but if they had only known
how, they would have made me a heretic and never ordained m e , "
It was exceedingly interesting to converse with this great and good man about
Heaven. His active imagination brought its scenes, inhabitants, and employments before him with peculiar vividness. He would speak of the pleasure he
anticipated in meeting some of his associates in the ministry, who had gone before
him to that home of the blest. " I expect to see Mr, Sanford and Brother Spring,
and hold sweet intercourse with them. Then, too, I shall speak with Luther and
the Apostle Paul, with Isaiah and David, with Moses and A d a m , " Those who
knew him most intimately are most fully assured that his brightest anticipations
in this regard are more than realized.
It were easy to add to the above incidents and conversations almost indefinitely;
but these may sufiflce for your purpose and I forbear.
Very faithfully yours,
E. SMALLET.
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JOSEPH HOWE.*
1769—1775.
J O S E P H H O W E was born at Killingly, Conn., January 14, 1747.
He
was a son of the Rev. Perley Howe, who was a graduate of Harvard College
in 1731, was ordained at Dudley, Mass., June 12, 1735; was dismissed in
1743 ; was installed at Killingly in 1746, and died there in 1753. The
tradition is that he was a highly respectable and useful minister. At the
time of the father's death, Joseph, the son, was only six years old. A t t h e
age of fourteen, he was sent by his grandfather, who superintended his education, to Yale College, where he evinced, even at that early period,
uncommon maturity of mind, and was graduated in 1765, the first scholar
in a class which has its full share of distinguished names, among which is
Theodore Sedgwick.
Upon leaving College, he was recommended by President Clap as a suitable person to take charge of a public school in Hartford, which was at that
time regarded as the most important institution of the kind in the Colony.
Here he succeeded remarkably in gaining the respect and affection of both
pupils and parents ; and he enjoyed in a high degree the esteem and confidence of the community at large. He was licensed to preach by the Association that met at Windham, May, 17, 1769 ; and shortly after was appointed
Tutor in Yale College. He accepted the appointment, and held the office till
1772. Here his literary accomplishments, especially his remarkable powers
of elocution, not less than his fine social and moral qualities, rendered him
a general favourite. I t is said to have been owing, in no small degree, to
his influence, that the standard of polite literature, and especially of public
speaking, in Yale College, about this time, was very considerably elevated.
He seems to have been occupied in preaching in different places, during a
large part of the time that he held the Tutorship. In a letter of his which still
remains, dated February 14, 1771, he says, " I have been preaching about
a little, now and then, at Guilford and Hartford, (West Division.) I was
engaged to preach at the latter place, but got no farther than Wallingford,
where I preached for that great heretic, Dana.f I don't know but some
will call me as great a one for it. Be that as it will, I meant not to espouse
his party, his cause, or his principles." In another letter, dated April 7,
1772, he writes,—" I t is not because I have a less affection for you than
you have for me, that I have not answered every letter you have sent me
this winter, but really it is because of the multiplicity of troubles and
fatigues of one kind and another which I have to go through. There is the
perplexing business of College; there is preaching continually; there
are studies and preparations necessary for both; and, (to make all the
others more difficult,) there is a frail, weak, crazy constitution to take care
of." Among the places at which he preached for some time, were Hartford,
(South parish,) Wethersfield, and Norwich; and at each of these, overtures
were subsequently made to him in respect to a permanent settlement,—
which, however, he declined.
* Conn. Courant, March, 1776, and September, 1777.
t Here is a reference to the controversy, well known at the time as the " Wallingford controversy," in which Dr. Dana was principally concerned.
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In May, 1772, he made a journey to Boston for the benefit of his health;
and the New South Church being, at that time, destitute of a pastor, he was
requested to officiate there for a Sabbath. So strong was tbe impression
produced by his public services, that the congregation,—quite contrary to
the usage of those days,—after having heard from him but two sermons,
proceeded to give him a call, as successor to the Rev. Mr. Bowen ;* and it
is somewhat noticeable that the reason they gave for acting with such precipitancy, was, " the character which Mr. Howe had received from the
voice of mankind." But, notwithstanding he ultimately accepted their call,
he seems to have done it after long deliberation ; for his ordination did not
take place till the 19th of May of the succeeding year, (1773.) The ordination sermon was preached by President Daggett, of Yale College, and the
Right Hand of Fellowship was given by Dr. Chauncey. I t would seem
from the following extract of a letter addressed by Mr. Howe to a friend in
Connecticut, shortly after his ordination, that he had been complained of in
some quarters in regard to the selection of ministers to constitute the
ordaining council, and especially for having included among them Dr. Dana.
The letter is dated Boston, June 15, 1773.
" I am very sorry if any body blames my conduct in doing as I did about
the ordaining council. I am, it is true, of the sentiments of those who are
called orthodox in Connecticut. I preach so. But for all that, I can neither
anathematize, nor exclude from Christian charity and communion, those who,
on some points, differ from me. As to being led by Dr. C
y,'I am not.
I was under obligations to Dr. Dana respecting this parish, and my people
also. I t would have been an affront not to have sent to him. I t is kind in
you, however, to give me your opinion with plainness, even though it touches
severely upon what you think a foible in my temper. Friends ought to
speak with freedom, and I love you the more for it."
Mr. Howe commenced his ministry at Boston at a period when the political horizon was overcast, and the elements were combining for the Revolutionary conflict. Within a little more than a year from the time of his
ordination, in a letter to a friend, dated August 2, 1774, he writes as
follows :—
" Boston, it is true, is a very different place, in some respects, from what
it was when you were here last. Then trade flourished; our harbour was
whitened with canvass; our wharves and quays resembled a forest,—a
forest, I mean, of masts and sail yards ; and our common,—that beautiful
lawn to the West, was made more beautiful by the people that walked, and
the herds that fed, on it. But now to see our harbour and our common—
how different! In the former, nothing is seen but armed ships ; in the latter, but armed men. These would have been agreeable indeed in time of
war, when we could have considered them as about to wield those weapons,
and point that thunder against our common foe, which they seem now to be
wielding and pointing at us. I t is true we have not yet felt the force of
either the one or the other ; and I pray God we never may. But yet to be
threatened with it,—to be insulted in various ways of a more private
* PBNUBL BOWEN was born at Woodstock, Conn.; Was graduated at Harvard College in 1762;
was ordained as colleague pastor, with the Rev. Samuel Checkley, of the New South Church in
Boston, April 30, 1766; was dismissed at his own request, May 9, 1772; went to South Carolina
early in 1787, took orders in the Episcopal church, and became Rector of St. John's parish,
Colleton; and died in October of the same year. He took with him his wife and four children,
leaving his eldest son in Massachusetts. He was the father of the late Bishop Bowen of South
Carolina. He published a Sermon on the death of the Rev. Samuel Checkley, 1769.
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nature ; to have four regiments of troops in the heart of a large town,—to
have all these evils brought upon us for our laudable and virtuous struggles
in behalf of our just rights and liberties, is certainly to a mind of the least
feeling, irritating and painful. And were you to come to Boston, I make
no doubt that, on these accounts, your visit must be somewhat disagreeable
to you.
"However, in another view, these very evils would be the means of
affording you pleasure; while you saw with what calmness, with what
patience, with what fortitude and firmness, with what persevering prudence
and spirit, the people endure them. And when I say the people, I say all
but a few, a very few, and a particular class of men. It is not true that
we are much divided. The tories made their grand push about a month
ago. And what was the effect of it ? Only to convince them and us that
their whole number consisted of only about one hundred and twenty persons, inclusive of some who have since retracted. The Bostoniahs acquire
courage every day. How can it be otherwise, when all the Continent are
pitying and supporting them, and above all, when we have that God to go
to who heard our fathers when they cried unto Him, and who, we trust,
will hear us also, their immediate descendants."
Mr. Howe continued to exercise his ministerial function at Boston to
great and universal acceptance, till the early part of the next year, 1775,
when the storm which had been so long gathering burst in a scene of desolation and carnage. In the general flight of the inhabitants from Boston,
he also fled, and found a refuge among his old friends at Norwich.
Mr. Howe's health, though never firm, seems to have been such as to
enable him to go through the usual routine of ministerial duty up to the
time of his leaving Boston; but, after his arrival at Norwich, he became
more enfeebled, not improbably in consequence of the anxiety and agitation
in which he had shared, previous to his leaving Boston. After a few weeks,
he journeyed for his health as far as New Haven ; and, on his return,
stopped at Hartford, where he was attacked by a complicated disease, which
there was not energy enough in his already prostrated system to resist, and
which terminated his life after a confinement of about three weeks. He
died August 25,1775, and, as appears from the record in the Sexton's book,
was buried the next day. I t is somewh'at remarkable, considering who and
what he was, that there is not even the humblest stone, nor any tradition,
to designate the spot where his ashes repose.
In the Connecticut Courant of September 4, 1775, appears an article
containing some brief biographical notices of him, with an elaborate, and it
may safely be said extravagant, eulogy upon his character. In the Courant
of March 18, 1776, there appears an Elegy in honour of his memory, written by a lady who had been a member of his church. These appear to be
the only written records in respect to Mr. Howe that survive; and, after
diligent inquiry, it has been found impossible to ascertain who was the
author of either. They were both evidently written under the influence,
not only of the partiality of friendship, but of an almost boundless admiration of the character they describe.
But, after due allowance has been made for extravagant representation, it
is impossible to resist the impression that Mr. Howe was, on the whole, a
remarkable man. In person be was tall but rather slender ; his head was
slightly inclined forward, not from any defect in his form, but from a habit
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which he had of letting his eyes fall, when engaged in meditation. His
complexion was fair ; and, though his features were somewhat irregular, and
by no means strikingly agreeable, his expression was strongly indicative of
high intellectual and moral qualities. His mind is said to have been
uncommonly versatile; fitted, perhaps alike, for rigid analysis and profound
investigation on the one hand, and for the imaginative and rhetorical on the
other. In almost every department of literature and science he had made
himself at home; combining with his natural aptitude for study the best
advantages for prosecuting it. He was distinguished for benevolence and
generosity, mildness and courtesy, humility and modesty. Though few
young men would seem to have been more caressed than he was, his best
friends could not discover in him the semblance of self-exaltation; and it
was one of his most attractive qualities that he seemed unconscious of the
applause which his character and his efforts elicited. That for which he
was probably most distinguished among his contemporaries, was his fine
elocution. I have it on the authority of the late Professor Kingsley, that
Dr. Dwight, who knew him intimately, often spoke in the strongest terms
of his powers as a public speaker; and I have it on the authority of the late
Dr. fierce, who had conversed with many who were once his parishioners,
respecting him, that his efforts in the pulpit were of the most impressive
and fascinating kind. His devotional exercises, however, are said to have been
less striking than his sermons : not that there was any lack of either appropriateness or unction; but there was less facility and grace of utterance, than
characterized the delivery of his discourses.
I t is not known that any thing that he wrote was ever published, or that
any of the productions of his pen remain in manuscript, except a few
familiar letters.

SAMUEL WALES, D. D.*
1770—1794.
FROM THE HON. DAVID DAGGETT.
NEW HAVEN, February 22,1849.
Dear Sir: You ask me for some account of Dr. Samuel Wales. I was
led to an acquaintance with him through my early instructor. Dr. Fobes
of Raynham, who married Dr. Wales' sister. Subsequently I knew him
well during perhaps the most interesting period of his life; though, for a
portion of the facts connected with his history, I must be indebted to President Stiles, and others who have written concerning him.
He was the son of the Rev. John Wales of Raynham, Bristol county,
Mass., who was graduated at Harvard College in 1728; was ordained at
Raynham in 1731; and died in 1755, at the age of sixty-six. He was
born in March, 1748. Of his earlier years I have no knowledge. He was
graduated at Yale College in the year 1767. Among his classmates were
John Trumbull, the author of M'Fingal; John Treadwell, formerly Gov* Stiles' MS. diary.—Baldwin's Hist. Yale Coll.
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ernor of Connecticut; and the late Dr. Emmons of Franklin, Mass.; who,
with Dr. Wales, were the four most distinguished scholars of their class.
For a short time after he graduated, he taught in Dr. Wheelock's Indian
school at Lebanon. In 1769, he was elected a Tutor in College, and continued in that office for one year. On the 19th of December, 1770, he was
ordained pastor of the Congregational church in Milford, Conn, Being an
ardent friend to his country's liberties, he served, for a short time, in 1776,
as Chaplain in the Revolutionary army. In September, 1781, he was
appointed to tbe Professorship of Divinity in Yale College; and, having
accepted the appointment, resigned his pastoral charge at Milford, and was
inducted into office, June 12, 1782. The rigid terms of subscription to
the Saybrook and Westminster Confessions of faith, according to the Act
of the President and Fellows in 1753, were a good deal softened on the
introduction of Dr. Stiles to the Presidency. Dr..Stiles, at his inauguration, declared his " free assent" to the Saybrook Confession, without including the Westminster Confession, or making any renunciations. When Dr.
Wales was installed as Professor of Divinity, he gave his "full aud free
assent" to both Confessions, " a s containing the most essential and principal doctrines of Christianity." He added, " a n d though I am fully persuaded tbat the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are the only
sure and infallible rule of faith and practice, yet I believe that the above
mentioned Summaries do express the true sense and meaning of the Holy
Scriptures on the great doctrines of the Christian religion." He subjoined
a statement of doctrines in his own language, and concluded with tbe following renunciation :—" And I do hereby declare that I disbelieve, renounce,
and discard all errors, heresies, and tenets of what kind soever, which are
inconsistent with the doctrines assented to above."
Dr. Wales, when my personal acquaintance with him commenced,—
which was in the year 1782, was in excellent health, and appeared to possess
a fine constitution ; but it was not long before he became the subject of an
alarming malady, that brought with it years of suffering, and finally terminated his life. I t appeared first in the autumn of 1783, in the form of an
affection of the nervous system. In May, 1786, he sailed from New-York
in a French ship for L'Orient; and, after remaining a short time in France,
travelled through the Netherlands and Holland, afterwards visited London,
and reached home after an absence of about six months. His health was
not materially benefitted by the voyage. His constitution gradually became
more and more shattered, and his disease settled into decided epilepsy. For
the last two years of his life, he was entirely taken off from his official duties.
At length, from the multiplied paroxysms of his disorder, he was often
deprived of reason, and at times was perfectly frantic. His Profcssnrsldp
ceased at the Commencement in 1793, when the Rev. Dr. Lathrop of AVest
Springfield was chosen to succeed him. He died in New Haven, February
18, 1794, in conseci[uence of having fallen into the fire in one of his fits of
epilepsy. Dr. Dana preached his funeral sermon, and President Stiles commemorated him in a Latin address,
Dr, Wales was a good classical scholar, and well verged in tbe various
branches that were studied in the College at that day. He was distinguished
for a devotional spirit and for striet obedience to the dictates of his e.mscience. I do not tbink tbat an irreverent cxpressi(m ever escaped his lips,
either in or out of the pulpit, while be was in possession of his reason; ami
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yet he sometimes indulged in innocent good humour. I remember, for
instance, while I was a boarder in his family, asking him one day at dinner,
how it happened that so many clergymen became lawyers, and so few
lawyers became clergymen; to which he instantly replied,—"Oh, Mr.
Daggett,—facilis descensus Averni, sed revocare gradum,—hoc opus, hie
labor est." His pulpit eloquence was of a high order,—unsurpassed, I should
think, by that of any of his contemporaries whom it was my privilege to
hear. His voice was deep toned, sonorous, and commanding,—fully adequate to fill with ease the largest place in which he was called to speak. I
very well remember the manner in which, in the application of his discourses, he used frequently to exclaim, "Conscience, Conscience, thou Vicegerent of the Almighty, do thine office." This was so much a favourite
expression with him, that he sometimes used it in seasons of mental distraction ; and, on one occasion, I recollect it came out with such appalling force,
that the person—a young female—to whom it was addressed, actually fled
in the utmost terror from his presence.
The degree of Doctor of Divinity was conferred upon my venerable friend
by his Alma Mater in 1782, and also by the College of New Jersey in 1784.
Dr. Wales was married to a daughter of Capt. Miles of Milford, who was
a zealous patriot of the Revolution. They had four sons and one daughter.
His eldest child, who also bore his name, died November 20, 1790, while a
Junior in Yale College, and a Funeral Oration was pronounced on the occasion by Samuel Lathrop, one of his class-mates. He has one son still living,
a lawyer of high respectability, and lately chosen a member of the Senate of
the United States, from Delaware. His daughter also, who is married to the
Hon, Seth Staples of New York, still survives.
Dr. Wales preached the annual Election Sermon before the Legislature
of Connecticut in the year 1785. I t is the only production of his, I believe,
that was ever published. It is a highly patriotic and stirring discourse, and
certainly is among the better specimens of the series to which it belongs.
I have now given you all the information I am able to communicate in
respect to the great and good man concerning whom you inquire. If it shall
help in any degree to honour and perpetuate his memory, it will be to me a
source of true pleasure.
Very respectfully yours,
DAVID DAGGETT.
FROM THE REV TIMOTHY MATHER COOLEY, D. D,
GRANVILLE, 4th May, 1854.

My dear Sir: During my College life, Dr, Wales was Professor of Theology in
the College, and was, most of the time, our stated preacher on the Sabbath, I
was also, for nearly a year, a boarder in his family. You may judge, therefore,
what opportunities I had of knowing him,
I can truly say that no officer of the College was more universally and more
highly respected and revered than he; though, possibly, something in this respect
was to be attributed to the fact that he took no part in the government of the College, and rarely came in contact with the students, except as he addressed them
from the pulpit. I do not remember to have heard an unkind or disparaging word
uttered concerning him, during the whole of my collegiate course.
As to his personal appearance, he was about the middle height, slightly inclined
to corpulency, bald, round-favoured, had a blue or hazel eye, a highly intellectual
face, and a more majestic and awe-inspiring look than I remember to have seen in
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almost any other person. Though he was remarkably grave in his deportment,
he was far from having a severe temperament, and manifested the most kindly
spirit in all his relations. There was nothing about him that savoured in the
least of vanity, or affectation, or parade. You always felt the dignity of his aspect
and manners, and the weight of his character; but you felt that all that he said
and did, was the simple working of a great mind and an excellent heart. I do
not recollect any person who resembled him so much as my venerable instructer,
Dr, Backus of Somers; though even he fell behind him in personal dignity.
Dr. Wales was undoubtedly one of the ablest preachers of his day. There was
great power and majesty in his voice, and he used it with the happiest effect. He
had a goed deal of action; but it was all evidently the prompting of nature, and
it always heightened the effect of what he said. His sermons were perspicuous,
logical, forcible exhibitions of Divine truth, in which the intellect and tbe-heart
were alike contemplated. In his theological views he was a Calvinist of the Puritan school. He preached, as Dr. Dwight did after him, an entire system of Theology, which reached through a period of four years, so that each class had an
opportunity of hearing the whole of it.
You are aware that a dark cloud came over him in the latter part of his days,
and that his noble mind, under the infiuence of a fearful disease, was reduced to a
wreck. I remember to have seen him seized with epilepsy whUe he was administering the Lord's Supper, and President Stiles was obliged to take his place in the
latter part of the service, I had an opportunity, from living in his famUy, to
witness the progress of his malady, and its terrible effects upon both his mind
and body.
Most truly and affectionately yours,
TIMOTHY MATHER COOLEY.

SAMUEL AND NATHANIEL NILES.*
1770—1814.
SAMUEL N I L E S was a grandson of Santuel Niles, who was a descendant of
John Niles, who lived in Braintree, Mass., from 1639 till his death in February, 1694. Samuel, the grandfather, was born May 1,1674, and was graduated
at Harvard College in 1699. He afterwards preached, for some time, in a
district in Rhode Island called " Ministerial Lands." In 1710, he removed
from Kingston to Braintree, where he was ordained minister of the Second
church. May 23, 1711. In 1759, sixty years after he received his Bachelor's degree, he took the degree of Master of Arts. He died May 1, 1762,
aged eighty-eight. He published Tristitias Ecclesiarum; or a brief and
sorrowful account of the present churches in New England, 1745; Vindication of divers important doctrines, 1752 ; The true Scripture doctrine of
Original Sin, in answer to John Taylor's work on the same subject, 1757
The subject of this sketch was a son of Samuel Niles, who was graduated
at Harvard College in 1731; held various offices in the Commonwealth, and
died in 1804
He (the son) was born at Braintree, December 14, 1743.
In his earlier years, he was gay and thoughtless, without, however, manifesting any marked perverseness of temper. His first mtellectual developments indicated a much more than ordinary capacity, and it was determined,
at an early period, that he should have the benefit of a liberal education.

• MS. from his family.

714

TRINITARIAN CONGREGATIONAL.

He fitted for College under the instruction of the Rev. Ezekiel Dodge,*
minister of Abington. He entered the College of New Jersey in 1765, and
graduated in 1769, being a classmate of the late Rev. Dr. Samuel Stanhope
Smith. In the last year of his College course, his mind was directed with
great earnestness to the subject of religion, and he became, as he hoped,
radically renewed. With this change of feeling and of character originated
the purpose to give himself to the Christian ministry; and, accordingly, immediately after he was graduated, he commenced the study of Theology under
Mr. Dodge, who had directed his studies preparatory to entering College. He
continued with him, however, but a short time, on account of the declining
health of Mr. Dodge, who died a few months after.
Mr. Niles then went
to Bethlehem, Conn.^ and put himself under the care of Dr. Bellamy, with
whom he pursued his studies for nearly a year. On the 7th of November,
1770, he was examined and licensed to preach by an Association of ministers, convened at Middleborough, Mass.
Immediately after he was licensed, he commenced his labours at Abington,
and supplied the pulpit there four Sabbaths. After this, he preached a
short time in Boston, and then returned and resumed his labours at Abington, and on the 5th of February, 1771, received an invitation to settle there.
Having accepted the invitation, he was set apart to the work of the ministry
on the 25th of September following.
Here Mr. Niles continued to exercise his ministry, until disease rendered
him incapable of any further public effort.
He was blessed with a firm
constitution and vigorous health, bating only a somewhat more than ordinary degree of weakness of nerves. About the close of the year 1811, he
suffered a paralytic shock from the effects of which he never fully recovered.
He was able, however, subsequently, to ride, and sometimes to attend public
worship. He took a deep interest in the visits of his friends, and listened
earnestly to all that they had to say, especially on religious subjects; but
he was unable, at any time, to articulate more than a few words himself
To his brethren in the ministry, who occasionally called to see him, he
expressed the utmost confidence in the Divine wisdom and goodness in
respect to the issue of his malady; and when inquired of whether, if he
should be permitted to return to his work, he would still preach the same
doctrines which had constituted the basis of his public ministrations, he
answered unhesitatingly, and with great emphasis, in the affirmative. He
died on the 16th of January, 1814, in the seventieth year of his age. A
sermon was preached at his funeral, by the Rev. Dr. Strong of Randolph,
from 2 Timothy, v . 7, 8. " I have fought a good fight," &c.
Mr. Niles had at once a talent and a taste for metaphysical speculation.
In September, 1810, the Rev. Dr. Reed of Bridgewater preached a sermon
before the Association of Ministers, at Middleborough, in which some of the
Arminian views were clearly and ably put forth. As the sermon was afterwards published, Mr. Niles set himself to reply to it, but had not finished
his answer when he was struck with paralysis. I t was, however, afterwards
published, and all must acknowledge, whatever they may think of the
author's positions, that it evinces a mind of no ordinary power, and
thoroughly trained to the abstractions of philosophy. Beside this pamphlet,
* E Z E K I E L DODGE was born at Manchester, Mass., in 1722; was graduated at Harvard College in 1749; was ordained at Abington, May 23, 1760; and died June 5, 1770, aged fortyeight.
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Mr. Niles published a Sermon on the death of General Washington, 1 8 0 0 ;
and a Sermon before the Massachusetts Missionary Society, 1 8 0 1 .
Mr. Niles was married to M a r y , daughter of his immediate predecessor,
the R e v . Ezekiel Dodge, on the 5th of J u n e , 1 7 7 2 .
They had eight
children,—two^sons and six d a u g h t e r s . M r s . Niles survived her husband
many years, and died A p r i l 1, 1840, in the eighty-seventh year of her age.

FROM THE REV DANIEL HUNTINGTON,
CAMPELLO, Mass,, October 9, 1851.
Rev. and dear Sir: I regret to say that I have no personal recollections of jMr.
Niles, worthy of preservation, in the work in which you are engaged. I remember him, indeed, as one highly esteemed and venerated by the religious community
of this region, when I came hither in 1812. B u t I saw him living only once; and
that was when I went to occupy his pulpit, after he had been, some time, under
the infiuence of that paralysis, which put a period to his active labours, I then
looked upon his majestic form and " reverend head,"—the shattered habitation
of a powerful mind,—with mingled veneration and regret; and vainly wished
that I might have heard,—if it were but once,—the unobstructed eloquence of
those lips, which now so feebly gave me their paternal greeting, ^Ir, Niles left
not many written records of his labours. His public discourses were prepared
with but little aid from the pen; yet, from what I have heard, I should infer that
they could not properly be termed extemporaneous. They were the productions
of a well furnished, well balanced, and industrious mind,—studious of himself
and of the world around him; taking the themes of his daily meditation from
the word of God; and elaborating them by close and consecutive thought into
the various forms of " doctrine, reproof, correction, and instruction in righteousness," which he thought best adapted to the period and the place of his official
service. He was a plain, direct, and highly effective preacher. On the arena of
theological controversy, he was generally considered by his brethren as having
few superiors,
I am happy to be able to make up, in some degree, the deficiency of personal
recollection, by adding the testimony to Mr, Niles' character, of the late Dr.
Emmons of Franklin, who lived in his immediate neighbourhood, and was one of
his intimate friends. I t is an extract from a letter which he addressed to the
Hon, Aaron Hobart, dated September 11th, 1832, It is as follows:—
" The Father of spirits endowed Mr, Niles with superior intellectual and reasoning powers, I rarely was acquainted with a man who, in my opinion, possessed a
stronger or clearer mind, and who could penetrate deeper into the most abstruse
subjects of mental philosophy, as well as of natural and revealed religion. He
had a clear and profound knowledge of the truth, connection, harmony, and consistency of the first principles and essential doctrines of Christianity, which
qualified him to become one of the most instructive and powerful preachers I ever
heard. His sermons were not superficial, but full of great and weighty truths,
which not only commanded the .serious and eager attention of his bearers, but
deeply impressed their hearts and consciences. No man, whether learned or
unlearned, whether a lover or hater of the truth, could sit under his preaching
with levity or indifference. His grave and dignified appearance in the pulpit, in
connection with his truly genuine eloquence, could hardly fail to strike the largest
audience with awe and reverence, and to render him one of the most popular
preachers of his day. He was intimately ac([uaintcd with human natui-e, and
could render himself agreeable in his common intercourse with all classes of people; but he was more especially entertaining in private circles, by tbe flashes of
his wit, and his curious, amusing, striking, and pertinent aiieedotos. He eould,
however, turn with peculiar ease and propriety from social to the most serious

716

TRINITARIAN CONGREGATIONAL.

subjects, and converse very seriously and instructively upon doctrinal and experimental religion. On all proper occasions, his speech was seasoned with the salt
of Divine grace, and suited to strengthen the weak, console the disconsolate, and
animate the most growing Christian. I will only add one more rare and shining
trait in his character. He was one of the most undisguised, frank, and faithful
friends I ever knew. He was an Israelite indeed."
Not doubting that the above is a faithful sketch of Mr. Niles, as far as it goes,
I remain, dear Sir, yours with respect and affection,
DANIEL HUNTINGTON.
Mr. Niles had an elder brother, more commonly known as Judge Niles,
who, though never ordained, and almost always engaged in civil life, was
nevertheless a preacher from a period a little subsequent to his graduation till
his death. The following account of him has been furnished me by the R E V .
D A V I D THURSTON, D . D . , of Maine, who was well acquainted with Judge
Niles, and had every opportunity of forming a correct judgment concerning him.
N A T H A N I E L N I L E S was born in South Kingston, R. I., April 3, 1741.
He was matriculated a member of Harvard College; but his health failed, so
that he was obliged to leave College in his first or second year. He was,
however, able, subsequently, to resume his studies, and became a member
of the College of New Jersey, where he was graduated in 1766, at the age
of twenty-five. He had a high rank in general scholarship, but excelled
more particularly in the exact sciences, and in metaphysics. He was an
able debater, and was especially skilled in the Socratic method of arguing.
I t was doubtless this trait which acquired for him and his brother Samuel,
while at College, the appellation said to have been given them—Botheration Primus and Botheration Secundus.
After his graduation he devoted
some time to the study of medicine. Though he ministered to the sick, it
was only when other medical assistance could not readily be obtained; and
for these services he generally refused compensation. He was also, for a
while, a student at law; and was, at one time, a teacher in the city of New
York. Among his pupils, to whom he taught the rudiments of English
Grammar, was Lindley Murray, afterwards the celebrated grammarian.
He pursued the study of Theology under the Rev. Dr. Bellamy. It was
doubtless in consequence of something that the Doctor had heard respecting
Mr. Niles,' that he was led to say to him that he must give up all his preconceived opinions and begin anew. He gave him for a theme upon which
to study and write, "The existence and attributes of God." Mr. Niles said,—
" I do not believe that there is a God." " What," said the Doctor, " come
here to study Divinity, and not believe that there is a^God!" Mr. Niles
replied,—" I Aa<i believed there was a God; but you said I must give up
all my preconceived opinions." After bothering the Doctor a while, he
pursued his studies very successfully, and ultimately became an able theologian. In due time, he received tbe customary approbation and recommendation to preach the Gospel. He preached in several places in New England,
as in New Haven and Torringford in Connecticut, and in Charlestown and
Newburyport in Massachusetts, and in other places. He was invited to
settle over several parishes ; but declined all the invitations;—whether from
insufficient health or some other cause, is not now known. He was accustomed to say that he had seventeen calls ; but they were all to go away, so
that he never was ordained. His health again so far declined that he was
constrained to relinquish the ministry as a profession.
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He took up his residence in Norwich, Conn., where he was married to
a daughter of Elijah Lothrop, a wealthy and respectable inhabitant of that
town. Here his mechanical talent was displayed in the invention of a
method of making wire from bar iron by water power. This was the first
invention of the kind in the United States. Proving successful, he connected' with it a woollen card manufactory. During his residence in
Norwich, he was several times a member of the Legislature of Connecticut.
After the close of the Revolutionary war, he purchased lands in
Vermont, principally in Orange County,—then an unbroken wilderness.
He had a tract in what is now West Fairlee. He engaged some twenty
young men, " of vigorous health and good moral character," to clear up a
farm for him in that place; for which service they were to receive a stipulated amount of land. Hither he removed his family, and became the first
inhabitant of the place. Not long after his settlement here, his estimable
companion was removed by death. On the 22d of November, 1787, he was
again married to Eliza Watson, eldest daughter of Judge William Watson
of Plymouth, Mass.,—a lady of highly cultivated intellect and the finest
moral qualities.
Soon after Mr. Niles' removal to Vermont, he came much into public
notice, and occupied successively several important civil stations. In 1784,
he was Speaker of the House of Representatives ; and for many years
Judge of the Supreme Court. From 1791 to 1795, he represented the State
m Congress. He was one of the censors for revising the State Constitution.
He was six times chosen Elector of President and Vice President of the
United States. From 1793 to 1820, he was a Trustee of Dartmouth College, and in that capacity rendered important service to the institution.
As a metaphysician and intellectual philosopher, he had probably few
superiors. His uncommon quickness of discernment and depth of penetration enabled him to enter more profoundly into abstruse subjects than any
other man to whom it has been my privilege to listen. He was among the
earliest, most able, and earnest defenders of what is called the " T a s t e
scheme." I n the Orange Association of ministers, of which he was a
member, subjects relating to moral agency, necessity and liberty, dependance and accountableness, and other kindred topics, were discussed with great
interest; and Judge Niles took a very prominent part in the discussions.
When not absent on public business, he preached in his own house for
twelve years ; and afterwards, until the people were able to erect a house
of worship, he was accustomed to ride some distance to preach in school
houses to the destitute. These were emphatically labours of love, for he
rarely received any pecuniary compensation for them. During the later
period of his preaching, he did not write his sermons. He could not be called,
in the common acceptation of the word, a popular preacher; but his discourses
were rieh in important truths, clothed in simple and perspicuous language,
and well fitted to make an impression. He seemed wholly to forget himself
in his subject. His devotional exercises were characterized by great solemnity
and the most profound reverence and humility, as well as filial confidence in
bis Heavenly Father. In whatever capacity he acted, his great object
seemed to be to do good to others.
Mr. Niles was one of the more vigorous and able writers of his day.
He published four Discourses on Secret Prayer, 1773 ; two Discourses on
Confession of Sin and Forgiveness, 1773; two Sermons entitled "The
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perfection of God the fountain of good," 1777 ; a Sermon on vain amusements;
and a Letter to a friend concerning the doctrine that impenitent sinners have
the natural power to make to themselves new hearts, 1809. He also wrote
largely for newspapers, and contributed a number of articles to the Theological Magazine.
He continued to preach as long as his health permitted. He also
maintained his studious habits through life; and in his latter days particularly spent much time in reading the Septuagint version of the Bible.
When he became so feeble that he was unable to stand in family worship, he
sat in his chair with patriarchal dignity, while those around him were catching the warm breathings of his devout spirit. He died in the utmost tranquillity, on the 31st of October, 1828, in the eighty-eighth year of his age.
Mr. Niles was in several respects an extraordinary man. The strength
of his intellect, his firmness of purpose, his unbending integrity, his wonderful versatility, and vast resources, form a combination of qualities rarely
found in the same individual. All the trusts reposed in him, all the honours
conferred upon him, he seemed to regard only as means of higher usefulness.
Perhaps it may be said that the crowning glory of his character was his
intense and impartial benevolence.
D. T.

PETER THACHER, D. D *
1770—1802.
FROM THE HON, HARRISON GRAY OTIS, L, L. D,,
MEMBER OB THF SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES,

BOSTON, December 11,1847.
My dear Sir: I cheerfully comply with your request for some brief
notices of the life and character of the late Dr. P E T E R T H A C H E R . He
was, for many years, pastor of the Brattle street church, and I had the
privilege of sitting under his ministry, and the pleasure of being in not
only friendly, but intimate, relations with him.
He was the son of Oxenbridge Thacher,* a very eminent lawyer, and
coadjutor of the early patriots of the Revolution. He was born at Milton,
a village in this vicinity, March 2 1 , 1752; was graduated at Harvard College in 1769 ; and was settled in the ministry at Maiden, September 19,
1770.
He there became endeared to his people by his affectionate deportment ; and, being gifted with a good person, melodious voice, fine delivery,
and fervid eloquence, he soon came to be regarded as a model of the pulpit
orator, and to be rated higher than some of his contemporaries, who were
at least his equals in erudition, but without the advantage of his brilliant
endowments.
• Emerson's Fun. Serm.—Mass, Hist. Coll. VIII.—Palfrey's and Lothrop's Hist. Disc.—
Allen's Biog. Diet,—Traditionary reminiscences from Dr, Tappan.
•j- OXENBRIDGE THACHER was graduated at Harvard College in 1738, and died July 8,1765,
aged forty-five, being at that time one of the four Representatives in the General Court for the
town of Boston. He published two pamphlets—one in 1760, on gold coin: another in 1764,
entitled " The sentiments of a British American, occasioned by an Act to lay certain duties in
the British Colonies and Plantations."
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The church and congregation in Brattle street,—^justly or not,—were
regarded as somewhat fastidious in their estimate of the qualifications requisite for the pulpit; and they were under a general impression that the loss
of their late pastor. Dr. Cooper, could not be repaired. This made it difficult to agree upon any successor, whose pretensions were not confirmed by
an established celebrity : of course, it was not easy to find one among the
mere candidates for the ministry, though among them were persons of great
promise. They, at length, decided, with much unanimity, to invite Mr.
Thacher to leave his parish in Maiden and settle with them. This translation from one parish to another, was, at that day, if not a novel, a very
rare, procedure. The connection between pastor and flock was regarded as
sacred, and dissoluble only for imperative reasons, and by regular process.
The complaints of the good people of Maiden and of many sympathizers
were loud and bitter.
The parish, however, to a greater or less extent,
became at last reconciled to a separation, which was undeniably advantageous to the worldly circumstances of their beloved pastor; and he was
accordingly dismissed on the 8th of December, 1784, and was installed
in Brattle street, January 12, 1785, where he continued to ofiiciate seventeen years, and until his last illness, in 1802.
During this entire period, he enjoyed, as I have reason to believe, the
love and esteem of his people. If some were disappointed in finding that
his theological acquirements did not rise to the highest standard of professional excellence, they were consoled by the conviction that his talents
were quite above mediocrity, and were edified by the pathos and solemnity
of his prayers, the manifold graces of his oratory, and the substantial piety
and worthiness of his whole character.
Dr. Thacher was above the middle stature, well formed, and moved with
a natural ease and gracefulness.
His features were regular, his countenance bland though animated, and his eyes beamed with a mild lustre
through spectacles, which he always wore. ' His manners were those of the
finished gentleman ; and his society was constantly sought by Bowdoin,
Hancock, and all the dinner-giving gentry of that day. On these occasions,
he was always found a welcome and cheerful companion, reasonably fond
of the rational pleasures of the table, but always mindful of the dignity of
his person and calling.
He died at Savannah, whither he had gone for the benefit of his health,
December 16, 1802,—thirteen days after his arrival there. His funeral
obsequies were solemnized at the Communion Lecture preceding the first
Sunday in January, 1803. Mr. Emerson of the First church preached the
sermon. The mortal remains were not present.
There is one circumstance in Dr. Thacher's ministry, which, probably, has
not its parallel in any ministry in America. I refer to the fact that
he preached funeral sermons for three Governors of the Commonwealth,—
namely, Bowdoin, Hancock, and Sumner,—all members of his parish, and
all holding the of&ce of Governor, at some time during the period of his
ministry of seventeen years.
I am most respectfully.
Your obedient servant,
H. G, OTIS.
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The subject of this sketch was the eldest son of his father, and, at the
time of his father's death, was a lad of thirteen, a student at the Boston
public Grammar school. Boston was the place of the family residence ;
but. at the time of the birth of this son, they lived in Milton, having been
driven from town by the extensive prevalence of the small pox. Young
Thacher, from his earliest years, gave indications of a serious mind, and it
was predicted by some who had an opportunity of observing his youthful
tendencies, that he was destined to follow in the brilliant track of several
of his ancestors, and to become, like them, a burning and shining light
of the American pulpit.
Notwithstanding his father left his family in somewhat straitened circumstances, having been more ambitious of fame and usefulness than of wealth,
there were not wanting those who were ready to testify their respect for the
father by contributing to the education of the son. Through the influence
of his teacher, the venerable Lovell, his admission to College was somewhat
hastened, and his course, especially in the severer studies, was less thorough
than could have been desired. His ruling passion, from his earliest years,
seems to have been to proclaim the Gospel of the grace of God to his fellow
men; and to this every thing else was rendered subordinate, and, so far as
possible, subservient. With the studies belonging appropriately to his College course, he connected the study of Theology ; and, at the time of his
graduation, he was well nigh prepared, according to the usage of the time,
to enter on his professional career. And, after residing a few months in
Chelsea, as head of the Grammar school in that place, he was licensed to
preach, and, within a short time, was settled in the ministry.
His first efforts in the pulpit awakened an uncommon interest. The multitude crowded after him, and hung upon his lips, almost as if he had been a
representative from some brighter world. Whitefield, in reference particularly to the fervour of his prayers, called him " t h e Young Elijah;" and
the strictness of his orthodoxy, not less than the depth and warmth of his
devotion, gave him great favour, especially with the more zealous portion of
the religious community.
He was married, October 3, 1770, to Mrs. Elizabeth Pool, and had ten
children, two of whom were clergymen. The elder, Thomas Cushing, was
graduated at Harvard College in 1790; was ordained pastor of the church
in Lynn, August 13, 1794 ; was dimissed February 3, 1813; and died in
1837
The younger, Samuel Cooper, was successor to Dr. Kirkland as
minister of the New South church, Boston. Another son, Peter Oxenbridge, was graduated at Harvard College in 1796, was an eminent lawyer.
Prosecuting Attorney of Massachusetts, and Judge of the Boston Municipal
Court, and died in 1843.
During the Revolutionary struggle, he was found earnest and resolute in
the cause of his country. Many of his discourses from the pulpit breathed
a spirit of glowing patriotism, and were admirably adapted to stimulate his
hearers to peril every thing,—if need be, to sacrifice every thing, for their
country's liberty. In private also he evinced much of the same spirit; and
sometimes addressed considerable assemblages of his fellow citizens, with
great eloquence and effect, upon the state of the times. He even, on one
occasion, joined a military corps; but, having put himself under command

PETER THACHER.

721

of the military ofBcer of the town, he was ordered to remain at home, that
he might serve the cause of humanity in the discharge of the appropriate
duties of his office.
On the 5th of March, 1776, he delivered, at Watertown, by request
of some of the inhabitants of Boston, an Oration against standing
armies, forming one of a series which had been delivered during a period of
several years in the Old South church, commemorative of the horrible tragedy in which a party of soldiers of the twenty-ninth regiment figured on
the evening of that day, 1770. I t was such an effort as might have been
expected from a spirit like his, fired with the loftiest patriotism. It was
published shortly after it was pronounced, and has lately been republished,
with the other Orations delivered on the same occasion, in a volume entitled
"Boston Orations."
In the year 1780, a Convention assembled at Cambridge, and afterwards
at Boston, to frame a Constitution for the State ; and of this Convention
Dr. Thacher was an active and influential member. He took the lead in the
debate on the question, " Whether the ofiice of Governor should be continued,"—vigorously opposing the measure ; and, even after it was decided in
the afiirmative, he still objected to connecting with the ofiice the title of
Excellency.
He closed the sitting of that Convention with prayer. His
mind gradually underwent a change in regard to certain provisions of the
Constitution, and he came at length to regard the whole instrument with
warm approbation.
Dr. Thacher received many tokens of public respect, and filled various posts
of public usefulness. The degree of Doctor of Divinity was conferred upon
him by the University of Edinburgh in 1791. He was a member, and for
some time Secretary, of the Society for propagating tbe Gospel among the
Indians in North America; was one of the earliest and most active
members of the Massachusetts Historical Society ; was a member of the
Charitable Fire Society; a Trustee of the Humane Society; a member of
the American Academy of Arts and Sciences; and one of the Council of
the Massachusetts Congregational Charitable Society for the relief of destitute widows and children of deceased ministers. During the seventeen years
of his ministry in Boston, he was fifteen years Chaplain to one or both
branches of the General Court. These various places he filled with most
exemplary diligence, making it a matter of conscience to discharge all the
duties which they severally devolved upon him.
As a preacher, bis popularity was intimately connected with his graceful
and attractive manner, and particularly with his remarkable gift in prayer.
His sermons were written in a natural, perspicuous, but by no means highly
ornate, style; and though, if we may judge from those that have been
published, they were respectable as intellectual productions, yet they
would seem to have been produced with comparatively little effort. If his
hearers were not often captivated by original and striking views of Divine
truth, neither were they offended by vain attempts to be wise above that
which is written.
Dr. Thacher was remarkably gifted in respect to social qualities. Besides
possessing a large share of general intelligence and an uncommon grace aud
facility of communicarion, he li;i(l .an almost exhaustless fun.l of anecdotes,
which were always at hand to illustrate any topic upon which he conversed.
Vm. T
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His religious character is represented as having shone most brightly in the
earlier and later periods of his life. During the period when he was
brought in contact with the world politically and socially at so many points,
the fervour of his religious feelings is said to have considerably abated,
and his public ministrations to have become, if not less popular, at least
less spiritual, and less eifective. But towards the close of his =, inistry,
especially when the evil days of adversity came, his mind recovered the
tone of deep evangelical feeling which he had early exhibited, and Christianity, by her most serene and heavenly infiuences, illumined his path to the
grave. In a conversation with bis friend Dr. Tappan, Professor of Theology
in Harvard College, a short time before his death, he distinctly recognised
the fact of his having sustained no inconsiderable loss in the vigour of his
religious affections, in consequence of his peculiar connections with the
world, and, at the same time, declared that he was then comforted by a
revival of the better experience of other days, and by reading the works of
Baxter, and Doddridge, and others of that school, from which he had
formerly derived so much edification and consolation. In a conversation
with Dr. Stillman also, shorty before he set sail from Boston for the South,
he expressed his belief that his disease, which was of a pulmonary character,
would have a fatal issue, and remarked, at the same time, " T h e doctrines
that I have preached are now my only comfort. My hopes are built on the
atonement and righteousness of Christ." The last words which he uttered
were, " J e s u s Christ my Saviour." Dr. Palfrey and Dr. Lothrop, both of
whom were Dr. Thacher's successors in the pastoral ofiice, agree in stating
that " in early life his religious opinions were rigidly Calvanistic," but that
they relaxed into a somewhat milder form in the progress of his ministry.
The foUovfing is a list of Dr. Thacher's publications:—An Oration
against standing armies, 1776. A Sermon on the death of the Piev. Andrew
Eliot, 1778. Three Sermons in proof of the eternity of future punishments,
1782.
Observations on the state of the clergy in New England, with
Strictures upon the power of dismissing them, usurped by some churches,
1783.
A Reply to strictures upon the preceding. A Sermon on the death
of Joshua Paine,* 1788. A sermon at the ordination of Elijah Kellogg,t
1788.
Memoirs of Dr. Boylston, 1789. A sermon at the ordination of
Wm. F . Rowland,! 1790. A Sermon on the death of Governor Bowdoin,
1791.
A Sermon at the Artillery Election, 1798. A Sermon on the death
of Governor Hancock, 1793. A Sermon on the death of Samuel Stillman,
Jr., 1794. A Sermon at the ordination of his son T. C. Thacher, 1794.
A Sermon before the Massachusetts Congregational Charitable Society, 1795.
A Sermon on the death of the Hon. Thomas Russell, 1796. A Sermon on
tbe death of the Hon. Nathaniel Gorham, 1796. A Sermon before a Soci* JOSHUA PAINE was a native of Sturbridge, Mass,; was graduated at Harvard College in
1784; was ordained at Charlestown, January 10, 1787; and died February 27, 1788, in his
twenty-fifth year, A young man of great promise,
f E L I J A H KELLOGG was a native of South Hadley, Mass,; was graduated at Dartmouth
College in 1785; was ordained pastor of the First church in Portland, October 1,1788; received
Edward Payson as his colleague in 1807; was dismissed December 6, 1811; became the pastor
of another church consisting of part of his original church in 1812; and died in 1842, He
published an. Oration at the interment of the Rev. Thomas Smith, 1795.
I WILLIAM FREDERICK ROWLAND was a native of Plainfield, Conn.; was graduated at
Dartmouth College iu 1784; was ordained pastor of the First church in Exeter, N. H., June
2, 1790; and died in 1843, He preached the Election Sermon in New Hampshire in 1796—
and also in 1809, both of which were published.
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ety of Freemasons, 1797. A Sermon at the interment of the Rev. Dr.
Clarke, 1798. A Sermon on the death of Mrs. Rebecca Gill, 1798. A Sermon on the death of Governor Sumner, 1799. A Sermon on the completion
of the eighteenth century, 1799. A Sermon on the death of Washington,
1800.

